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tingent expenses. This, truly, is an enormous profit!|clined plane. Sir, it must, in the nature of things, be 
Out of thirteen millions and upwards, they have left to}so. Any other course would be in direct conflict with 
themselves about half a million; and out of that, have} all laws, moral and physical. I repeat, the idea that a 
to keep up all the machinery, and pay all other contin-| business is so very profitable, is palpably contradicted by 
gent expenses. If these facts be true, and I have never! the fact, that idle capital, or capital vested at a very small 
met with the man that dared question them, I think it is/ profit, lies thick around, and refuses to enter into this 
time for gentlemen to cease their slang about extrava-/ business. 
gant profits. I think the great profit consistsin making} The next branch of domestic industry to which I will 
our country independent of foreign Powers, and in giving | call the attention of the committee, is the manufacture of 
employment to so many industrious citizens, and furnishing} hats. And this, sir, brings to mind a part of the speech 
such a steady market for the produce of our farmers. I}which the honorable gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
might as well, while on this subject, make a remark in} Wrtpr] made the other evening. Whenever the subject 
resly tothe member from my State, [Mr. Potx,] who|of hats or wool is mentioned for some time to come, I 
made such a flourish the other day about profits. He|shall think of that speech. The gentleman was quite dis- 
seems to have gotten hold of a few isolated scraps of tes-| cursive, and full of variety. The manner in which he con- 
timony which, to me, and nineteen-twentieths of my fel-} nected the hatting business or wool-dealing, with certain 
low-members upon this floor, have been locked in profound | gentlemen on this floor, was not the least unaccountable 
secrecy. He, it seems, has been permitted to peep in, | pzrt of this most unaccountable speech. 
and has made a selection of such scraps as he fancies will] The gentleman commenced this part of his argument 
suit his own views. Yes, sir, out of a mass of testimony | by telling us that there were certain anonymous letter 
which we ure told the office of the public printer, ample| writers from this place to various points of the compass; 
as itis, isnot capable of piinting for us, unless every thing’ that these letter writers, generally, were not to be relied 
else be laid aside, the member from my State has the] on; but, nevertheless, they did sometimes, by accident or 
hardened effrontery to stand up here, and read to us a/design, hit upon the truth. He said, one of these letter 
few miserable, meagre, scraps of his own culling, from] writers had stated it as a fact, that Governor Marcy had 
his huge bundle, while the balance is withheld; and in| given orders to the friends of the Vice President elect, 
this vainglorious flourish he fancied he had made us “ flut-| more commonly known on this floor by the title of ‘* The 
ter”—at least he said so. Now I confess I was ‘* fluttered” | Regency men,” that they must go against the present bill. 
into a laugh, to see a man so despicably weak, as to be-| The gentleman said he did not believe one word of this, 
lieve that the scraps of testimony which he had pillaged, |but in the very next breath he alluded to the fact that 
would have the least weight with any member on this|Governor Marcy was a family connexion of a gentleman 
floor. The member discoursed about ‘* profits,” as if he|in Albany who was an extensive dealer in wool: [I under- 
knew either head or tail of the subject. stand Governor Marcy’s father-in-law is a hatter by trade, 
Sir, said Mr. *Annotp, I have just two ideas on this|and, { suppose, this is the way in which he becomes a 
subject of profit, which I wish to suggest to the com-|wool dealer.] Iam not acquainted with the gentleman 
nittee. The member talks about forty per cent., and| from Georgia further than to know him when I see him. 
thirty-three per cent. &c., and argues that the business|In passing we sometimes speak, and sometimes do not. 
ought to be put down and destroyed, because it yields| But my friends had taught me to believe that he was a 
this enormous profit, as he calls it. Now, 1] am told by|gentleman, a man of handsome acquirements, and pos- 
gentlemen who know all about this business of profit, | sessed great frankness, a high sense of honor, and an am- 
that the member is totally mistaken in his facts; but, for| ple stock of good feeling. Sir, he may be a gentleman. 
the sake of the argument, I am willing to admit his facts. | I do not know myself very well what are the component 
In what attitude, then, will the member be placed? Why, | parts of a gentleman; but, to say the least of it, I do not 
sir, in what I should considera very unenviable attitude. | think, on the occasion referred to, that he displayed an 
He will be exhibited as striving to put down an employ-|overstock of candor. Let us analyze him a little on this 
ment which gives to those who pursue it a profit of forty |subject, and see how he will look when taken to pieces. 
per cent.; and the great profit is the reason which he as-| He told us that these letter writers, with a very few ex- 
signs for wishing to destroy it. This system of political | ceptions, were not to be relied on; but he made a quota- 
ethics is wholly inexplicable to me. The very reason/|tion from one of those letter writers. Now I ask, sir, if 
given by the member for desiring its destruction, is the|a candid man would have made a quotation from that 
very reason that makes me desirous of building it up, and| which he believed himself to be false? I think every can- 
placing it upon a permanent basis. Is this profitable em-|did man must answer in the negative. But this the 
ployment confined to any section of the country, or to any | honorable gentleman did do in the face of this House; he 
class of citizens? 1 take it upon myself to say here, in quoted from one of these letter writers, and told us that 
my place, that it is not; but that it is open to every sec-|he believed the quotation was a falsehood. But he im- 
tion and toevery class. Every man in the United States | mediately goes on to state another fact in connexion, 
is perfectly at liberty to pursue this business, and every|which shows that he himself either believed the letter 
man will receive exactly the very same protection by the! writer, or wished to make others believe him. This, 
laws of the United States. How, then, sir, is this law un-/then, is a specimen of the gentleman’s candor, and I must 
equal and oppressive? ido him the justice to say that the supply of candor in his 
But one other view of this subject proves conclusively |speech is about as ample as he imagines truth to be among 
to my mind that it is not so profitable as the member pre- |the letter writers. 
tendstothink. It is this: If it were so profitable, yield-| | Now, sir, let us see how his honor will compare with 
ing to those engaged in it 40 per cent. we should not {his candor. 
find capi.al so slow to enter it; but, sir, we should see} The gentleman from Georgia seems to think he has 
ageneral rush into the business. 1 am told by severalja claim upon the regency men, as they are called here, 
gentlemen, that plenty of money can be hired at five |and demands their votes in favor of the present bill, upon 
percent. Capital is like water; it will level itself. And|the score of gratitude; but for fear, 1 suppose, that his 
t is idle to tell me, that, in a country where you can ob-|claim of gratitude will not be sufficient, he holds out a 
tain capital at five per cent., any branch of business can}menace, of which I will say more anon. What estimate 
go on long making 40 per cent. The capital invested|the géntleman from Georgia puts upon the character of 
a the less profitable employment will as inevitably seek|the members who were specially alluded to by him, 1 
the more profitable, as that water will run down an in-|will not pretend to determine; I will leave that to be set- 
Vou. IX.—83 
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tled by him and them. But I will say that, before ! could| of the imposing fact, that American hats, regard being 
venture to make such an appeal, an appeal so direct, so| had to their quality, are manufactured at a less price than 
personal, so gross, that evéry honorable man who heard} must be paid for them elsewhere. Such are the results 
it must have been shocked and disgusted; I say, sir, be-| of protection extended to the hatters of the United States, 
fore I could venture to make such an appeal to any mem-/ that it directly employs eighteen thousand persons, who 
ber upon this floor, 1 must consider him a spaniel with a| earn in wages four million two hundred thousand dollars, 
collar around his neck. Sir, what did the gentleman say?) or, st an average of nearly two hundred and forty dollars 
I will not pretend to repeat his words, but his allusions} for every person, per annum, and subsists, in the whole, 
were so direct and palpable that there was not a member] from fifty to sixty thousand individuals; and all this, 
upon this floor that did not understand them. He ap-| while the consumer receives a better article at a reduced 
pealed to gentlemen upon this floor expressly as partisans;} price. 

he reminded them of services which had been rendered ** But, to guard against foreign speculators, and exces 
to their friends; he called to their recollection many votes, | sive supplies of foreign hats, your committee consider it 
where, as a partisan, he had stood shoulder to shoulder] essential to the interests of American consumers as well 
with them; he even went so far as to enumerate the mise-}as manufacturers of hats, that the present duty should be 
rable and contemptible Wiscasset case, and declared that, | fully maintained. Though not very high in its amount, 
as a partisan, even on that occasion he had voted with | it is effective in its operation, and the consequences have 
them. Now, sir, we are to understand the honorable} been as just stated; the principle of which your commit- 
gentleman—he himself so intends we shall understand|tee believe is equally applicable to other important 
him—that his vote was given, on all the occasions refer-| branches of domestic industry. But do away that protec- 
red to, as a mere partisan, without regard to principle. |tion, and the irregularity of the home market would 
He now asks his reward; he now calls upon the regency | throw thousands of hatters out of employment, who, with 
men here to vote for this bill as partisans, and thus, by) their families, are now comfortably subsisted by the labor 
party votes, without regard to principle, to sacrifice the | of their hands. 

dearest and most vital interests of their constituents; he} ‘*The committee would, in conclusion, remark, that 
tells them that they can pass this bill if they will, and he/|the duty on foreign wool (which is extensively used by 
holds them responsible for its failure; he broadly intimates | them, certain kinds being much better fitted for the ma- 
to them that if they expect their friend [Mr. Van Buren]| nufacture of hats than our own) is equal to sixty-five pct 


to get any votes in the South for the Presidency, they /|cent. on its cost, while the duty on hats is only thirty per 
must join with the South in destroying the system of do-|cent., and the excess duty on wool, so far as it goes, has 
mestic industry. Sir, if these things had been reported | an injurious effect; they, therefore, would suggest such 
to me, I should have been incredulous to them; but I saw | increase of duty on hats, and especially hat bodies or hat 
with my own eyes the orator who spoke, and heard with] felts, made in whole or in part of wool, as may meet the 
my own ears the words spoken. But enough of this un-| duty imposed on the material used, which they believe 
pleasant subject for the present; I will commence the | would be advantageous to the American people in gene- 
hat-making business again. ral. 

** The home consumption of hats made in 





‘* All which is respectfully submitted. 


the United States is, per annum, equal to $10,000,000 “CLARKSON CROLIUS, Chairmen 


Exported, - - - - 500,000 ‘* The manufacture of caps is also a very extensive and 
— important interest in the United States. There is one 
$10,500,000) factory at Albany, which, in dressing and preparing furs 
Say ten million five hundred thousand dollars, as the an-|and skins, and in the making of caps, employs about six 
nual value of the manufacture of hats. |hundred persons, on an average, throughout the year 
** And, on the information of practical men, extensively land pays out two thousand dollars in weekly wages, or 
engaged in this business, they have reached the conclu-| one hundred thousand dollars per annum, for labor onl; 
sion that eighteen thousand persons are directly employed | There are two or three other factories of such articles at 
in this business, viz. Albany, and several in other places. The whole value 
15,000 men and boys, | of the manufacture of hats and caps in the United States 
3,009 women. | (for men’s wear) may be put down as equal to about 
|} $15,000,000, fifteen millions of dollars, a year. [Perma 
18,000 | nent committee. }]” 
**Who receive, in money paid for their labor, the sum| ‘Ihe next subject, sir, to which I will invite the com 
of four million two hundred thousand dollars a year;| mittee is that of salt. Ihave heard some demagogues 
$4,200,000. | make a great outcry aodout the oppressive duty on salt. I 
‘** The materials used in the manufacture of hats con-| have had occasion before now to examine this question of 
sist of wool of various qual:ties, and of furs, which are of| duty on this article of universal consumption, and have 
domestic and foreign production; also gums shellac and| come to the conclusion that the amount of duty has very 
seedlac, glue, sulphuric and nitric acids, copperas, ver-| little to do with the price to the consumer. If it makes 
digris, and dye-woods; with trimmings of leather, cloth, | any difference, it is in favor of the consumer. 
and silk, of foreign or domestic manufacture. In confirmation of what I here state, I submit the fol- 
‘*It is now about thirty years since the first duty was| lowing well authenticated facts, which have not, and I 
Jaid on imported hats; and, since that time, (that the do-| presume cannot, be controverted or denied. By these 
mestic manufacture might be encouraged, and thereby | statements, it is shown most clearly, that if the duty on 
established) the original duty has been considerably in- | salt has any effect, it is to reduce the price to the ‘con- 
creased, by which American hatters were first enabled to}sumer. Gentlemen ask, how is this possible? [I say, 
make a stand against foreign manufacturers, and finally to| the fact is so; and, with me, an ounce of fact is worth a 
drive them out of the market, by furnishing better and| pound of theory. But I think the reason why the fact is 
cheaper hats than the people of the United States had | SO, is very palpable. When you take the duty entirely 
been supplied with, before an adequate protection was| off, or so reduce it as to let in the foreign article, the fo- 
afforded in the duty levied on hats; the exports of which | reign importers make an effort, and throw into our market 
now make a handsome item in the treasury statements. | vast quantities of salt, even sometimes at a great sacrifice, 
A foreign hat is rarely seen in our country, except in the | for the purpose of breaking our salt factories down. When 
use of persons just arrived from foreign places, because! the duty is light, this they are certain to do; but as soon 
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us they get clear of the rivalship of our works, they then | of July, 1789, to pass an act imposing a duty of six cents 
immediately raise the price to the consumer; and thus in| per bushel on salt imported into these United States. At 
a short tithe repair their losses, in breaking our establish-| the next session, 1790, it was increased to twelve cents 
ments down. We, in all such instances, in the end, pay| per bushel. 
the price of destroying our own citizens. But if, by a} These enactments operated as a bounty for individual 
heavy duty on foreign salt, we even raise the price for aj enterprise, not, however, in the estimation of Congress, 
time, the profit of the business induces men of capital to| equal to the hazard of investment. In 1797, the duty on 
embark in it. The more profitable, the more will go into| foreign salt was augmented to twenty cents per bushel. 
the business; and thus, by an active home competition, | This proved insufficient to call forth the capital and enter- 
the article is furnished to the consumer at as low a price| prise of our citizens: necessity seemed to require that 
as it possibly can be manufactured for; and, in the long} Congress should act on every article that appeared to lan- 
run, we find we can always get it cheaper than we can/guish under what was then called a protecting duty.. De- 
from the foreign importer after our salt works are bro-|spairing of its ultimate success, on the 3d March, 1807, 
ken down. Mr. Jefferson said that we ought to encou-| salt was declared free of duty from and after the 1st of 
rage our own citizens against foreigners, without regard to| January, 1808. This continued until the Ist of Janua- 
price. I think every true American would be willing to|ry, 1814. | During these years, salt ranged from fifty 
make a small sacrifice for the purpose of building up a/to one hundred cents per bushel, higher than at any other 
great and permanent system, which would make his coun-| period from or since the formation of the Govern- 
try independent at all times, and undey all circumstances, | Ment, (the period of the war excepted.) It may be 
of foreign Powers; and particularly when he sees and worthy of remark, that the same act which renewed the 
knows that that system, if not at once, will, in a short duty forthe encouragement of our own manufactories of salt 
time, give him a better and a cheaper article than he gets | gave the bounty or drawback on the fisheries. The war 
from the foreigner. iof a second independence brought forth the energies of 
From 1807 until 1813, there was no duty on salt at all. the country, and, from the close of that struggle down to 
During this period, the price varied from fifty to fifty-five | the repeal of the last act laying a duty on salt, it ranged 
cents. In i815, a duty of twenty cents was levied. This}lower than at any other period since the adoption of the 
duty remained until 1830, at which time, such was the | constitution. 
domestic competition, it sold from forty-five to forty-seven} The Permanent Committee believe that some additional 
cents, considerably lower than when there was no duty at |statements concerning the manufacture of salt may be 
all. In 1831, the duty was reduced to fifteen cents, and | useful. 
the price of the article was immediately raised tothe con-| _A petition to Congress, on behalf of the manufacturers 
sumer to fifty cents; making to the consumer a clear loss | Of salt, in the county of Kanawha, Virginia, signed Lewis 
of five cents per bushel, and to the British importer a Summers, Joel Shrewsbury, sen., Lewis Ruffner, James 
clear gain of ten. Facts are stubborn things; and these|Bream, Joseph Lovell, A. Donnally, and Isaac Noyes, 
are facts that no man can or dare dispute. \dated 9th of January, 1828, and published by order of 
During the late war, salt sold in Baltimore as high as six ithe Senate, January 21, 1828, stated, among others, the 
dollars per bushel. Our suffering during the late war for | following facts, which are briefly condensed for common 
this most essential article taught us the folly of depending reference. 
upon foreigners for this essential necessary of life; andall| In the early settlements of the Western country, salt 
hands said then, we have an abundance of materials with-| was as high as five dollars per bushel, and for several 
in ourselves, and we will manufacture for ourselves; for, |years it fluctuated from two to three dollars; but the 
said they, we never have an assurance how long peace | Works at Kanawha being commenced, it fell to one dollar. 
will last, and whenever war comes, why then this foreign | And even during the last war with Great Britain, such 
supply of salt, as well as of every thing else, is complete- | Was the domestic competition, that it averaged less than 
ly cut off, and we are left perfectly destitute. But it|eighty-seven and a half cents, though selling at five or six 
seems, Mr. Chairman, that we have very nearly forgotten | dollars on the seaboard. In some instances it rose to one 
the salutary lessons of the late war, and, like the sow, we |dollar, (at the works,) because of the great demand for 
are ready to return to the wallow. | the Northwestern army, and the operations of speculators; 
I beg leave to read to the committee some most inte-|but increased production enabled the manufacturers to 
resting details on the manufacture of salt. extend their supplies to new customers, and considerably 
The importations-of 1831 are estimated at about five |checked a general increase in price. At that time twelve 
and a half millions of bushels. By comparing the present | thousand bushels were made weekly at Kanawha. 
price of salt with a duty of ten cents per bushel, it will Since this period the salt works in the Western coun- 
clearly be seen that the consumer was supplied with this|try have been much increased; and so great was the com- 
important and necessary article of consumption, taking | petition, and large the supply, that salt was sold as low as 
the years 1828 to 1830, at fifty cents, when the duty was | fifteen or twenty cents per bushel, in casks ready for ship- 
twenty cents per bushel. By the prices current of the |ping, in 1825; and in 1826, even at twelve and a half 
present year, at a duty of ten cents, the consumer will pay |cents. This necessarily caused a stoppage of many of the 
an advance of twenty per cent. ‘This establishes one!works. ‘There were sixty-one wells of a capacity to sup- 
plain fact, that, instead of the reduction of the duty on salt | ply one hundred furnaces, but only fifty-six were in ope- 
supplying the citizens of the United States at a lower rate, jration. The average price of 1827 is stated to have been 
ithas had the effect, from the vacillating policy of the |twenty-four and a quarter cents; and the actual cost of 
Government, to discourage the necessary exertions of| manufacturing, including barrelling, &c. nineteen and a 
those who are concerned in this important branch of|half cents. The salt made was 787,000 bushels, employ- 
Americen industry, which, of course, has produced the jing four hundred and seventy-one regular laborers, usin 
difference in price. Your committee think they hazard | 1,695,000 bushels of coal in the evaporation of 64,000,0.0 
nothing in saying, that if the duty on salt were entirely |gallons of water. ‘The capital employed was estimated at 
taken off, the price would increase, in the ratio of the pre-| 548,000 dollars, and the agricultural products annually 
sent year, to at least seventy-four cents per bushel, as intconsumed by the working people valued at 47,600 dol- 
former years, when no duty existed. lars, using 244 tons of wrought iron and 1003 tons of cast 
Asasource of revenue, and as an encouragement tothe jiron, paying for mechanics’ bills 7,950 dollars a year. 
domestic manufacture, the first Congress which assembled | We recite these particulars to show how one branch of 


under our present constitution were induced, on the 20th | industry interlocks itself with others. And further should 
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be added the labor and cost of transportation, in making | ocean; and the vats are covered, to avoid the effect of 
barrels,* and building wagons, boats, &c. employing many | rains, or of dews at night. In Barnstable county, only, 
and various other persons. In this petition, the whole|there were then 15,000,000 feet of such vats, worth 
products of the salt works of the United States, for 1827, | 1,300,000 dollars, and having more than 1,000 owners 

were estimated at 4,113,000 bushels, one-half of which | The price of salt, which had been as high as sixty cents 

were in the Western country. By the returns of the mar-| having faller, to thirty-three cents at the w orks, the com. 
mente gen a we . nae oy ha i ep the ne _ foreign supply, it 
was 1,238,5 ushels, worth 1,149,725 dollars, or almost} the language of the memorialists, became ‘* severe,” and 
one Collar a bushel in that year, when there was no duty \they asked Congress ‘* what good reason there could be 
on salt; and it will appear that the duty has not had any | for destroying their only manufacture.” 

apparent effect on prices, nor do we believe that it has) : : paid 

had any real one; for a brisk domestic competition acts| ee eS fs: 

against the foreign supply, and reduces cost to consum-| In the year ending November, 1828, 1,160,000 bushels 
ers; and so it has been in respect to every class of pro-| of salt were made at Salina, Syracuse, Geddes, and Live 

tected articles. pool, in the State of New York. This paid a revenue t 

Of the 4,564,720 bushels imported in 1826, no less than] the State of twelve and a half cents per bushel, and lefi 
3,533,796 bushels were from Great Britain and her de-|a clear profit fur the year of $158,620. 
pendencies, 2,354,549 from England direct. From March, 1827, to June, 1829, the montlily product 

The petition above referred to contains some powerful | of salt at Kanawha was 75,000 bushels, inspected. 
reasoning against the then apprehended reduction of the! In 1829, Se works, in Pennsylvania, 
duty on salt; but the Permanent Committee believe that|employed two hundred road wagons. 
their present business is confined to the facts as stated,| At the beginning of the year 1831, there were 17,545 
and do not wish to pass from them into argument just now. | 760 square feet of salt works in Massachusetts. 

On the 22d of October, 1830, the salt manufacturers of| The following brief notices of the salines on the Kana 
Kanawha again petitioned Congress for a restoration of| wha, as generally applicable to those west of the mou 
the duty on salt.+ They estimated the capital vested in} tains, are interesting: 
this manufacture at 6,964,988 dollars, and showed the} At the point where the salt factories are established 
capacity of the United States to increase domestic sup-|the Kenawha river is about one hundred and fifty yard 

tk fh 1 that 3,653 ii I | wid The ‘* salt region” extends fift ‘les al | 
plies; they computed that 5,053 persons were directly | wide. re ** salt region xtends hiteen miles along the 
employed in the business,+ who, among a multitude of| river, and the quantity of salt manufactured may be ex 
supplies from the farmer, required about 600 tons of iron | tended to an indefinite amount. 
annually. They state a fact of ordinary occurrence,} The salt water is obtained by boring through a great 
though seldom sufficiently noticed by political economists| rock, to the depth of from 300 to 500 feet. Copper or 
and statesmen, that, on a failure of supplies from Kana-/tin tubes are introduced to keep out the fresh wate 
wha, (which had kept down the prices at from forty-five | which lies above the salt; and the latter rises as high as 
to fifty cents,) foreign salt, at Cincinnati and Louisville, | the surface of the adjoining river, though all communica 
immediately advanced to seventy-five cents. But the ex-}tion with itis cut off. The salt water is then raised to the 
traordinary exertions of the Virginia manufacturers, sti-|top of the bank of the river, about forty feet, by forcin, 
mulated by the high price, soon brought it down again. | pumps, and conveyed to the furnaces as required. Bitu 
They say that the protection given to domestic salt has|minous coal abounds on the spot, and is used for the pu 
not diminished the foreign trade in the article, as the) pose of evaporating the water. Some of the salt wate: 
tables show. Its chief effect has been to reduce the/|thus obtained is so strong that it will hold very little more 
price of salt, the diminished price being the loss or | salt in solution. : 
profit to foreign manufacturers. A large part of the} These works, at present, employ about eight hundr 
salt brought to the United States is imported in lieu of|men, as salt-makers, coopers, boat builders, &c. ‘The 
ballast. The price of iron, salt, or molasses, for ex-|average price of salt has hardly exceeded 30 or 35 cents 
ample, has never risen, unless for a moment, because|per bushel, at them. By means of the Baltimore an 
of higher duties imposed; nor the price of molasses, galt, | Ohio railroad, and other channels of cheap transporte 
or coffee, permanently declined, because that the duties|tion, supplies of salt may be obtained from the West 
have been lessened. Practical results are decidedly against )}future emergencics, such as rng in the last war 
the theory that duties must needs be ‘‘ taxes.” It isthe} The Kanawha salt is purer than the Liverpool. 
force of the domestic competition which settles that ques- | sea Ee es 
tion, as is fully shown in the report of the committee on) RR Te ee ee 
the manufactures of iron; and other facts known to every March 27, 1830. April 19, 1831. Dec. 9, 1831 
man of business who has examined the subject. Duty 20 cents. Duty l5cents. Duty 15 ct 

A memorial to Congress, from sundry inhabitants of} Turk’s Island, 45 to 47 50 53 
Massachusetts, published by order of the House of Re-| St. Ubes, 44 to 45 none 53 
presentatives, January 23, 1827, presents the following) Cadiz, 49 to 41 42 to 43 none 
facts: | Lisbon, 43 to 44 43 one 

. . | . 

That, during the revolutionary war, salt was sold for|Liverpool (gr.) 40 not quoted 40 
three or four silver dollars per bushel; that, afterthewar,| ‘* (sack) 205 to 212 200 to 215 200 
the manufacture increased until the duty was taken off, 
but the State of Massachusetts, (recollecting ‘* revolu- 
tionary sufferings,’’) to aid the manufacturers, exempted 
the salt factories from taxation. In 1813, the duty of 
twenty cents per bushel being laid, the manufacture re- 
vived, and became extensive; great improvements being 
made in it, to save labor as well as advance the quality of 
the article. ‘The water is pumped into vats from the 


| The fishing business in the waters of the Chesapeak 
| failed last year, and there was some excitement, becau 
of the stock of salt on hand, and its anticipated fal 
price, on account of the reduced duty to take plac: 
the Ist January last; but the salt in the hands of the fi 
ermen rather made a profit than a loss, when the dut 
retired five cents a bushel! And now, (Dec. 9,) wes 
that though the duty will be only ten cents on the Ist 
|next month, the price of Turk’s Island salt is six c: 
aiecenineh eo mammal ten Mav oh higher than it was in March, 1830, when the duty was 
} They and sede Wakdnios tae euttacaaed 2 12 ss wae ne, subsist | CODES and three cents higher than when the duty was 
ing by the manufacture of salt cents, which duty will be only 10 cents three weeks her 
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Jay. 24, 1833.] The Tariff Bill. {H. or R. 
There has been a small decline in the price of Liverpool! Forty pairs of working oxen, at $50 per pair, 2,000 
salt, in sacks of four bushels, since March, 1830, but all| Forty horses, at $100 each, - - . - 4,000 
other salts show no other change since that time, except! Horizontal sugar mill, - - < ~ - 4,000 
against consumers. * | Two sets of boilers, at $1,500 each - - 3,000 
sucAR. Buildings of all descriptions, . s . 25,000 

| T'welve carts, - - - : : - 1,200 


The next subject to which I will call the attention of | Thirty ploughs, - : . - i 300 
the committee, is the manufacture of sugar. Sir, it is pro-| 4}] other utensils, such as timber, wheels, hoes, 
posed by this bill to reduce the duty on sugar one-half} spades, axes, scythes, &c. &c. : ; 1,500 
cent per pound. This looks like a small sum when we , = 
advert only to the duty on one pound; but when we come $170,000 
to apply it to millions, it becomesa question of vast im- oe 
portance; and, as my honorable friend from Louisiana 
(Mr. Ware] said the other day, there is no telling what} This, Mr. Chairman, is the capital upon one sugar plan- 
may be its effect; they may be able to go on; they may |tation, the largest portion of which is in perishable pro- 
be overwhelmed with ruin by it. The manufacture of| perty, and is constantly wearing out and giving way, and 
sugar, I have been often told by gentlemen familiar with|must of necessity be supplied from the Western and 
that subject, yields a very precarious and uncertain pro-| Southern States. 
fit. Its success depends upon many circumstances, about | The annual disbursements of this plantation are estimat- 
which it is impossible beforehand to make any certain cal-|ed at $10,700; and, sir, I derive these facts from well 
culation. Some*years the profits will be pretty hand-|authenticated documents, which have not been, and, I pre- 
some; some years the losses will be very severe. But, |sume, cannot be, disputed. How, then, is this $10,700 
sir, | wish to state to the committee the amount of capital | yearly expended? 1 will show you, sir. 
which is invested in this business, and to show its intimate | The first item is $3,000, for provisions, such as 











connexion with other branches of agriculture, and with flour, pork, beef, corn, &c. &e, - - $3,000 
the agriculture of the Western States particularly. Clothing of all sorts, - oor {As - 1,500 

It is stated, upon the best authority, that in Louisiana} Medical attendance and medicine, - - 500 
alone there are more than five hundred sugar plantations. | Annual losses in negroes, . - - - 1,500 
These plantations employ a capital of at least fifty mil-| Taxes - - - - - . - - 500 
lions of dollars. Now let us see how this capital operates | Horses and oxen, - . ° : . 1,200 
on the agriculture of the Western States. | Repairs for buildings,  - - . - - 700 

We will take one of those plantations, capable, in a} Ploughs, carts, &c. : . . - 300 
good season, of producing 400,000 pounds of sugar; we|Overseer, = - . : : : ; - 1,000 
will first examine the amount of capital invested, and the - 
manner of its investment. $10,700 
rhe first item I find is land, 1,500 acres, : $75,000 ——!> 
rhe next is ninety hands, at 600 dollars each, 54,000 


This, sir, is the annual expense of one of these planta- 
tions, distributed among the farmers, the mechanics, the 
* Wher, it was proposed to repeal the duty, Mr. Vin-|horse and slave-driver; and even the medical gentleman 
rox, Of Ohio, stated, in the House of Representatives of|comes in for his share, and a snug little sum of five hun- 
the United States, that a reduced duty would not affect) dred dollars goes to the support of Government, by way 
the cost to consumers, though destroying a large amount|of taxes. The expense of one plantation, to be sure, 
of domestic capital and employment. | does not make a very imposing figure; but let us see 

Mr. Doppniper, of Virginia, said that he had seen $12! whatare the annual expenses of five hundred plantations. 
given in his country for a bushel of alum salt, and recol-| Why, sir, it is just the little sum of five million three hun 
lected when it was reduced to $5, because of the improve-| dred and fifty thousand dollars, principally distributed 
ment of the mountain roads; but that the price remained] among the farmers and mechanics of the country. Sir, if 
at three dollars until the Kanawha works displaced the|1I were legislating here upon local principles, looking to 
foreign article. He had seen the time when twenty-four|the immediate interest of my constituents alone, without 
bushels of wheat would not pay for one of alum salt; and, | regard to the general prosperity of my whole country, to 
at the same place, he had seen salt so reduced in price, | destroy this interest would be the last thing I should think 
that a barrel of it would not pay fora barrel of flour. He) of doing, to promote theirs. What view any gentleman 
supposed that a bushel of foreign salt had not been con-| upon this floor from Tennessee; what view any gentle- 
sumed in more than half of his (congressional) district|man here from the waters of the great Mississippi, can 
for the fifteen preceding years; and thought, if such salt | take of this question, which will cause him to vote for 
was wholly excluded, the whole quantity required would! destroying the sugar plantations, is passing strange to me. 
be furnished without inconvenience. We ‘have great difficulty in the West now in finding a 

Mr. Resp, of Massachusetts, referred to many proceed-| market for our surplus produce; and, in my opinion, if, 
ings of the Revolutionary Congress, to encourage the ma-} by our legislation here, we were to destroy the manufac- 
nufacture of salt, and, at the date of these resolutions, he! ture of sugar in-Louisiana, the policy would be perfectly 
said that the business had been commencee in his neigh-| suicidal. Destroy this system, and the rich alluvial bot- 
borhood, by evaporating sea water. That the capital now | toms of the Mississippi will be at once converted into 
vested in the manufacture in Massachusetts amounted to| fields of cotton, corn, and rice, and the whole agricultural 
1,754,576 dollars, making, annually, 503,686 bushels of} community up the Mississippi, and its tributaries, will feel 


ee 


a , " ' . sr . ‘ 
salt, equal to the best alum, or Turk’s Island. That the}the shock most ruinously. ‘The supply of agricultural 
repeal of the duty in 1807, though almost ruinous to ma-| products is already much greater than the demand. This 
nufacturers, rendered only a small and temporary benefit] preposterous act of ours—and gentlemen must excuse 


toconsumers. ‘That there were more than eight hun-| me, for I cannot call it by any name less offensive — instead 
dred small factories in his district, whose competition had| of increasing the demand, will greatly augment the sup- 
reduced the price to thirty cents for fifty-six pounds of|ply. 1 repeat, sir, that to me it is matter of profound as- 
salt, (the duty being then twenty cents on that quantity, | tonishme nt, that any man, representing upon this floor 
and he estimated the whole capital employed in the do-}|the interest of any portion of Tennessee, should, by his 
mestic manufacture at eight millions of dollar | vote, paralyze the operations of the sugar plantations 
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Such aman must be manacled i in party politics, and com- day. 
pelled to subserve the views of men rather than the good} the commerce of Massachusetts. 
From such politicians may God pre-| millions. 


of his constituents. 
serve our country 
I have said, Mr. C hairman, what would be my course 
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‘These measures : greatly crippled and weakened 

Yea, sir, they cost her 

Before she had time to recover her wonted 
energies, she was again driven from the ocean by the late 
war. A succession of adverse events crowded upon her, 





if | were legislating with a view to the interest of my con-| one close upon the heels of another, until utter ruin seem. 


stituents alone. 


But, sir, 1am proud to announce to the|ed to be her certain doom. 


Her citizens were thrown 


committee that I go against destroying the sugar planta- completely out of employment; they saw every thing de. 


tions, upon other and more enlarged considerations than|caying and falling into ruin around them. 


merely because they benefit my constituents. 


These thir ngs 


I go against | produced very great excitement, as a matter of course, 


destroying them, because they forma link in that chain of| and the orators of the day said many foolish things, I have 


policy which alone can make us independent of foreign | 
Powers. Destroy these plantations, and you at once place 





| 


no doubt, and some of the people committed some foolish 
acts. But, sir, attheir maddest period, they never went, 


us at the mercy, and make us dependent upon foreign | by a stone’s throw, as far as South Carolina has now gon 


Powers for eve 
sal article of consumption; and in a short time we shall be | 


ry pound of this most essential and univer- During the war we ascertained our weak points. 


We e 
saw, as I before have stated, that we were dependent uy 


compelled to pay at least double what we have to pay} on for eign Powers for the ‘essential articles for carrying 


now. 
destroy a 
article than we ever had before. 


sugar twenty-five cents per pound. 


They 
much superior article for half that price. 


On these sub- | 


jects of great national policy, the system must be taken| gy. 


altogether. 


Sir, I call upon gentlemen to reflect before they’ on a war. 

system which has given usa better and a cheaper] great necessity of building up some system of policy 
I recollect very distinct-| which would make us completely independent of all fo 
ly when my constituents had to give for common brown| reign Powers. 


We of the South and West saw and felt th: 


The Virginia policy of protecting domes 


now get a/tic manufactures by laying high duties on foreign goods 


| imported here, was adopted in 1816, with increased ener- 
By this time, however, Massachusetts had recom 


The man who has to legislat e on them ought} menced her old and favorite pursuit, and was fairly again 


to be able to survey the whole Union, and see how it will| before the breeze, prosecuting a most vigorous and pro- 


operate. 


others. 


proud to say, my constituents do not desire. 


and limited in his views of policy. 


It is in vain to legislate to promote the interest | fitable commerce. 
of one section of the Union, to the disparagement of all) another sad reverse of fortune. 
This partial and local system of legislation, 1am}ing up the American system. 


But here, again, she was doomed to 
We commenced build 
We told Massachusetts 


They would} that she must divide her profits with the manufacture 
feel the most profound contempt for any man who pre-jand the farmer. 
tended to be a politician, and who was thus contracted | legislative 


In short sir, by legislative act after 


act, we drove her almost entirely from the 


They would laugh | ocean, and compelled her, in self-defence, to take shel 
him to scorn; they would tell him that, in their estima-|ter in the workshops. 


Yes, sir, we coerced her to 


tion, he occupied in the poli itical world the same station|commence manufacturing; and what her hand findet! 


which the dry-land terrapin oc cupies in the animal world. 
Sir, my cons‘ituents are for the Union, the whole Union; 


and when they instruct me to tess to protect the sugar] of manufactures that she could. 
manufactures in Louisiana, it is not because they are im- lshe and others, 


mediately and directly interested in those man ufactures, | 


j 


to do, she does with all her might. She became recon 
ciled to her fate, and determined to make the most ou 
And now, sir, just 
who have, under the protection held 
out and extended by our laws, ventured all they have in 


as 


but because, as I before said, it is an important link in the | jthat system, are beginning to realize some of its — s, 
| she and they are told by us, you must now turn your 

they have taught me to believe it was right to give pro-| tention to something else; you must abandon your mil 
tection to the ‘cotton and woollen manufactures of Massa-| lions vested in manufactures; your profits are entirely to 


great chain of national policy. For the same re: ison, sir, 


chusetts. 
family. She is the venerable sister who rocked the cra-} 
die of our independence. I meet with no man who does 
not admit that Massachusetts did as much, if not more, 
than any State in the Union, in achieving 
dence of which we all so proudly boast. 
tracted, but glorious struggle, she not only freely 

pended her treasure, but she consecrated the cause 
liberty, by pouring out the blood of her noblest sons. She 
has been a great sufferer in building up this very policy 
which we are called upon to destroy. But gentlemen, in 
answer to all this, very phlegmatically say, Massachusetts 
has behaved badly in latter times. I agree, sir, that, at 
one period * in latter times,” she di d put on a good many 
airs; she scolded and flirted, and said many 
but she never has gone as fur as some of her sisters have 
gone, before and since, although, in my humble opinion, 
she has had much greater 


ex- 


them have had. Massachusetts was emphatically a com- 
mercial State. Her vocution was upon the ocean. She 
was carrying on ‘free trade” with all the world, much to 
her own advantage as she thought, when she was in- 


terrupted by the introduction of the ** American system” 


by Virginia. Gentlemen must not make wry faces when 
they are told that the seeds of this syste n were sown! 
by Virginia. Sir, the rictive system, the non-in- 
tercourse laws, and the embargo, w hich fell with such 
a heavy and disastrous hand upon the commerce of Massa- 
chusetts, had their origin in the Virginia doctrines of that 


Massachusetts is one member of our ni itional | great. 


of | 


hard words: | 


cause of complaint than any of 


| protection south of the Potomac that they 
| of it, 
that indepen-| 
Sir, in that pro-| 


same business if 
give us the saine 
give you north 
but we do not choose to avail ourselves of these ad 
vantages, and we have determined you shall not. This is 
the state of things upon which we are now called to act, 

and I oo to gentlemen to pause before ses make this 
sacrifice. I, for one, cannot find it in my soul to do it; I 


It is true, we could pursue the s 
we would; the tariff, or protecting laws, 


| consider it a "ruinous step to the whole nation; L,consider 


it most dishonorable and dishonest to withdraw now ou! 
plighted protection from those States who, under the pre 
sumed good faith of an American Congress, have em 
barked their allin the system. Sir, J] represent libera 
and enlightened freemen on this subject, and I will not 
do an act so totally unworthy of them as this would | 
an act which they would disdain to do; an act whi ch | 
should feel merited their frowns and their scoffs. My 
constituents, sir, have no feelings of ill-will to gratify to 
wards Massachusetts, or any of the other States, and es 
pecially none towards Massachusetts. They feel that their 
interest can in nowise | 


promoted by destroying th 
prosperity of any of the New England States. Sir, sin 

have had the honor of a seat in this House, I have fou 
none more willing to do justice to my constituents than t! 
Representatives from Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rh 
Islind, and Vermont. My constituents know these thi: 
and appreciate them. Many other most interesting view 
might be presented to the committee on this subje ct, 

I feel that Ehave detained them already too | 
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will, therefore, pass on by merely glancing at one or two 
other subjects. 


Woot. 


I will now, very briefly, notice the growth and manu- 
facture of wool, and the first thing to which I will call 
the attention of the committee on this subject, is, the 
amount of capital vested in this business. 

It is useless, sir, for me to make any comment upon 
this item; I therefore content myself with merely calling 
the attention of the committee to the amount of capital 
employed, the number of persons engaged and supported 
by it, and the amount of agricultural products: consumed 
by it. He that runs may read, and every man can esti- 
mate for himself what the effect upon the community, 
particularly the farming community, will be by destroy- 
ing this branch of our national industry. 

The probable number of sheep in the Unit- 

ed States is 20,000,000, and worth, on an 

average, two dollars per head, - - $40,000,000 
The sheep farms,*generally, do not support 

three sheep to the acre, summer and win- 

ter, though the land be pretty good, and 
well managed. OF the 20,000,000 sheep, 
it is supposed thac about 5,000,000 are 
in the State of New York, having had 

3,496,539 in 1825, the latest returns at 

hand; and itis known that many of these 

sheep are fed upon lands worth from 
sixteen to thirty dollars per acre; and 
in Dutchess county, in which are over 

500,000 sheep, the lands on which they 

are fed are worth about twenty-five dol- 

lars per acre. It is then probable that the 
average worth of farms in the United 

States capable of supporting three sheep 

to every acre throughout the year, is 

ten dollars the acre: 20,000,000 of sheep 
will require 6,666,666 acres, at ten dol- 

lars, - - . : - 65,000,000 
Capital in sheep, and lands to feed them, $105,000,000 
The 20,600,000 sheep produced 50,000,000 

pounds of wool annually, the average 

value of which, for three years, 1829, 

1830, and 1831, exceeded forty cents per 

pound, or $20,000,000. (The crop of 

1831 was worth more than $25,000,000. ) 

The crop of wool, having reference to 

the whole quantity made into cloth of va- 

rious qualities, is worth ¢40,000,000, 

which is about the gross annual product 

of wool and its manufactures in the Unit- 

ed States. If the woollen goods import- 

ed, valued at $6,000,000, be added, 

there will be allowed for each person 

in the United States three and a half 

dollars worth of woollen goods per an- 

num, including blankets, carpets, &c., as 

well as clothing. 

The fixed and floating capital vested in the 

woollen manufactories in the United 

Stutes, such as lands, water-rights, build- 

ings, machinery, and stock on hand, and 



































































Capital directly vested in the growth and 





The proportion between the amount of 
wool used in the factories, and worked 
up by household industry, is as three to 
two, and, on the average, it will employ 

one person to work up 1,000 pounds of 









Bie Tariff Bill. 
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‘|Charges for transportation, and food of 





manufacture of wool, - > - $145,000,000 
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wool annually, or 50,000 persons in the 
whole. 

It is reasonable to suppose that each laborer 
subsists two other persons, say 150,000 
in all, deriving a direct support from the 
woollen manufacture, or otherwise. 

Each person will consume at least twenty- 
five dollars worth of agricultural products 
annually, or $3,750,000 worth of subsist- 
ence. 

The average product of farms cultivated 
for the supply of food does not exceed 
two dollars and fifty cents per acre yearly, 
after subsisting the cultivators, and those 
dependent on them. It will therefore 
require 1,500,000 acres of land to feed 
those manufacturers and their depen- 
dents, worth, say, fifteen dollars per 
acre, is - - - - - 22,500,000 





Capital involved in the growth and manu- 
facture of wool in the United States, - $167,500,000 














The annual value created by, or accruing to, agricul- 
ture, because of the growth and manufacture of wool, 
may be thus shown: 


Wool, - - - - - $20,000,000 
Provisions to manufacturers, . ° 3,750,000 
Fuel, timber, and other products of the 

land, supplied - - 500,000 


horses and other animals employed, be- 
cause of the factories, = - : . 500,000 
$24,750,000 
The following should rightfully be added 
to show the whole operation of the wool- 
len manufactures in the United States: 
For every 100,000 pounds of wool manu- 
factured there is a constant employment, 
equal to the labor of six men,-in the 
erection and repair of buildings, mill- 
wrights’ and blacksmiths’ work, and in 
the building and repairing of machinery, 
whether for wool worked up in the fac- 
tories or in families, say 3,000 men, 
whose labor subsists at least 9,000 other 
persons, 12,000 in all, and consume each 
twenty-five dollars worth of agricultural 
produce annually, is . . - 300,000 


$25,050,000 


Making the whole number of persons employed because 
of the manufacture of wool, 162,000, and requiring of 
the product of manufacture, for materials and subsistence, 
the very large amount per annum of $25,050,009. And 
it should be observed that there is no foreign market to 
which we can send our $25,000,000 worth of wool, and 
breadstuffs, and meats. It would all be as if annually lost 
to landholders and cultivators, were the home market de- 
stroyed in abandoning the manufactures of wool; and those 
jwho are now consumers of the products of agriculture 
must, of necessity, become producers, and lessen the 


cash employed, may be estimated at - 40,000,000) prices of grain, &c 


Co1ToN 

The next subject is cotton. 

Vhe principal ground of complaint in the South is the 
fall in price of their great staple, cotton. A very brief 
statement of facts will set this upon its proper footing. A 
generai remark, applicable to all branches of business, 
| will apply to the growth of cotton in the United States: 
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that the demand has by no means kept up with the sup- 
ply. The whole crop of cotton grown in the’ United 
States, in 1816, was about 68,000,000 pounds; the price| 
of cotton that year was twenty-nine cents per pound;| 
it fell the following year to twenty-six cents; in 1818 aI 
rose to thirty-three cents; thus giving a most extrava-| 
gant profit to the cotton grower of the South, and had} 
the effect that great profits always have upon every 
employment in this country, where every citizen is at) 
liberty to embark in any business that he may believe) 
most profitable. Thus it was with the cotton business:) 
and from 68,000,000 pounds in 1816, it has now increased | 
to more than 300,000,000 pounds; and, as a matter of) 
course, prices began to come down; and down and down! 
they come, until that business is not much more profita-| 


ble than other branches of agriculture, though I am told/ portant branches of American industry. 


it is still something more so; and I have no hesitation in| 


saying it would be much more decreased in price than it) of the bill before us. 


The Tariff Bis 
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have had but a small value, if any value at all, except be 
cause of these factories in many places. 

**In the preceding amounts of persons employed or 
subsisted, or wages paid, no regard is had to the very 
numerous individuals employed by, or making profit upon 
the supply or preparation of materials, in the transporta 
tion of them, by land or water, the factories, or in the 
carriage of the articles made, to the markets for them 
the value of all which must be much larger than the 
sum paid to workmen employed in the saitione itself, 
which probably subsists, directly and indirectly, not less 
than 25,000 persons; affording for the whole an average 
annual value of $120 each, including, of course, interest 
on capital earned.” 

I have taken avery hasty view of some of the most im 
The observa 
tions which I have made, have not been upon the details 
That part of the subject has been 


is, were it not for the home market which our manufac-| most fully and amply investigated by several gentlemen 


tories create. 


who have preceded me in the discussion. I think it has 


It is estimated that these manufactories of cotton con-| been conclusively shown that, if this bill pass, the whole 
sumed upwards of one-fifth of the whole cotton crop] system of which I have been speaking, must fall to the 


in the United States. South Carolina ought to reflect} 
that, since 1816, the cotion-planting business has spread | 
itself into the Southwestern States, and that they grow} 


ground. If gentlemen are really desirous of understand. 
ing the details of this bill, | beg them to commune freely 
with my friend who sits near to me, [Mr. Appteron, 


almost two pounds where the Atlantic States grow one;| who will take a great deal of pleasure in giving them any 
for instance, in 1831, the Atlantic States produced| information on that subject; and I believe all parties ad 
148,000,000 pounds, and the Southwestern States pro-| mit that no gentleman upon this floor is more competent 
duced 227,000,000. | to the task. 


These facts, to my mind, show conclusively the rea-} 


Upon the whole, after diligent inquiry, after a patient 


sons why the price of cotton is down at its present low] examination of the whole system of protecting our own 
ebb, and they show equally that if it were not for the| labor from foreign competition, a thing which all other 
manufactories, which consume annually about 77,000,000) nations do, I have been brought irresistibly to the con 
pounds of raw cotton, the price would be made lower| clusion that it has benefited the farmers; that it has bene 


than jt is. 

The capital employed in the cotton manufacture in the 
United States at this time, is estimated at $44,914,984. | 
There are 23,300 men employed in this business, and 
39,000 women, and 5,121 children under the age of 
twelve years. The wages paid to these men, women, 
and children, per annum, is $12,155,722. 

The number of persons subsisted directly by the cot-| 
ton manufacture is 131,481. 

1,641,353 pounds of starch are consumed by them an-} 
nually: 17,245 barrels of flour for sizing, are consumed | 
by them. 

46,519 cords of wood are used by them. 

24,420 tons of mine coal, and upwards of 9,000 tons of| 
charcoal, are consumed. 

I omit many items, and enumerate these merely to show 
the intimate connexion between the agriculture and labor 
of the country and the cotton manufactories. Nothing! 
can be more interesting than this subject, and, if I had| 
time, I would pursue it through all its various ramifica-| 
tions, and show its effects upon the community; but I 
must pass on. 


GLASS. 


I will read a short, but very interesting paragraph on 
the subject of manufacturing glass in the United States. 
*¢On the whole, it seerns quite reasonable to believe | 
that the value of the glass manufactured in the United| 
States is - - - - - $3,000,000; 
The amount of persons employed is 2,140) 
Do. do. subsisted, - 10,800 
Do. wages annually paid, 720,000} 
And this pleasing fact is manifest, that, while the work- 
men obtain Ingh wages, by which they and their families 
are plentifully and comfortably subsisted, there has been 
a general decline in the selling price of glass, as com-} 
pared with what it was before protection was afforded to 


fited the mechanics; that it has benefited our commerce, 
foreign and domestic; that this system, (by a voluntary 
tax, if, indeed, it be a tax at all, when by it we get 
cheaper and better articles than we ever did before,) | 
say, that this system, while it has protected our own citi- 
zens, has supplied the current expenses of Government, 
has paid off an immense national debt, which otherwise 
must have been paid by grinding and oppressing the peo- 
ple by the most odious of all systems—a direct tax 

To show that it furnishes to the consumer cheape! 
and better articles of use and consumption among them, 


|I need only enumerate a few leading articles of n 


cessity. 

Coarse cottons, when we had to rely on the foreig 
manufacturer, sold at from twenty to twenty-five cents 
By the act of 1816, a duty of eight and three-fourths cents 
was imposed on the foreign article. This nearly excluded 
it, and made the business very profitable to our own citi- 
zens. The consequence was, as it always will be in this 
country of free and equal laws, that there was a great 
rush of capital into this business. The law held out equal 
advantages to every citizen in the United States, whether 
he lived in Georgia, Virginia, Pennsylvania, or. Massach 
And I have been told by an honorable member ot! 
this House from North Carolina, that he knew of one es 
tablishment in that State, employing about one hundred 
thousand dollars of capital, that yielded its proprietor a 
profit of about twenty per cent.; and the honorable gen 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Crayton, ] I think, told us at 
the last session, ina speech which he delivered upon this 
floor, that he owned an establishment which yielded him 
a profit of fifty per cent. I am very much pleased at 
these profits of my southern neighbors, and hope more of 
them will embark in the business. In Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and Rhode Island, the competition has been 
so great, that the profits to the manufacturer have been 


setts. 





this interesting manufacture, of about fifty per centum; 
and, further, that a large part of the materials used would? 


very much decreased; and the price to the consumer 
throughout the United States has been reduced by this 
home competition from twenty to twenty-five, down to 





mittir 

Cut 
per p 
get m 

Co) 
price, 
Durin 
After 
on fo! 
cents 
shall f 
nor sl 
were 

Wi 
pay a 
war t 
price 
pount 


relied 
ten te 
a dut 
reign 
this rt 
ind a 
tor’s t 
count 
DV th 
from | 
seven 
qualit 
pounc 

If 1 
exten 
has b 
prosp 

Su 
lce— 
at lar 
ing t! 
US, ar 
that, i 
tem 1 
thoug 
treasu 
advan 
ount 
keepi 
tear d 
and | 
powe 
feren 
roads 
cours! 
mark: 
idici 
ns 
HiOW 





1329 


jax. 24 1833. 














from six to seven cents per yard; and this isthe effect, in 
my opinion, which adequate protection will have upon 
every branch of our home manufactures. 

Lead formerly sold, in the Atlantic cities, at six and 
eight cents per pound; but since a duty of three cents 
per pound has been imposed on the foreign article, we 
now get it in Missouriat three and a half cents. 

Window glass formerly sold from ten to fourteen dollars 
per ton. 

A duty of three and a half dollars per one hundred 
feet on foreign window glass has brought the price down 
to the consumer to four and four and a half dollars per 
ton, instead of ten and fourteen. Every cottager now, 
if he choose, may enjoy the light of Heaven, without ad- 
mitting the bleak wind. 

Cut nails were formerly worth from ten to twelve cents 
per pound. By a duty of five cents on foreign nails, we 
get much better nails now at six cents per pound. 

Copperas before the late war was very fluctuating in 
price, but most generally sold at three cents per pound. 
During the war it sold from seventeen to twenty cents. 
After the war we imposed a duty of two cents per pound 
on foreign copperas, and it now sells at two and a half 
cents per pound. And if we are wise, we never again 
shall be subject to the fluctuations of the foreign article, 
nor shall we be subject to the enormous price which we 
were compelled to pay during the late war. 

When we imported our alum, we generally had to 
pay about seven and a half dollars percwt. During the 
war the price rose to eighteen cents per pound. The 
price at present is three agd three-fourths cents per 
pound. 

Epsom salts were manufactured to a very limited ex- 
tent, if at all, in this country, prior to 1824. While we 
relied upon the foreign manufacture, we had to pay from 
ten to twelve cents per pound. Under the act of 1824, 
a duty of four cents per pound was imposed on the fo- 
reign article. Under this protection, the manufacture of 
this medicine, of such universal use among all classes, 
ind a timely dose of which has saved many a heavy doc- 
tor’s bill, has sprung to very great perfection in our own 
country. Atthe time the duty of four cents was imposed 
by the act of 1824, the price, as I before stated, was 
from ten to twelve cents per pound. In 1826, it fell to 
seven and a half cents; and in 1831, a much superior 
quality could be bought at three and a half cents per 
pound. 

If time would permit, this comparative view might be 
extended to almost every branch of this system which 
has brought our country to such an enviable height of 
prosperity. 

Sut when these stubborn facts stare gentlemen in the 
face—when they are compelled to admit that the nation 
at large, and that every particular section of it is enjoy- 
ing the highest state of prosperity, they then turn upon 
us, and say there is too much money in the treasury; and 
that, in order to exhaust and empty the treasury, this sys- 
tem must be pulled down. Sir, if other gentlemen 
thought on the subject asI do, we could soon employ the | 
treasury surplus when there shall be one, much to the} 
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the republic. Thus, sir, would this system make us in- 
dependent of all the world; and, at the same time that it 
put money into circulation in the interior, it would greatly 
improve the physical and moral condition of the whole 
country. 

But, sir, there is no surplus yet in the treasury; and I 
think my honorable friend [Mr. Ixcenrsott] from the 
Committee of Ways and Means has shown, not only that 
there is not now a surplus, but that there will not be a 
surplus even as remotely as 1835. Sir, what are the facts 
on this subject? Why, the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
his annual report, tells us that, on the first of January 
there was a surplus of one million six hundred thousand 
dollars. Now, my friend, [Mr. Ineersott,] who belongs 
to the financial committee of this House, and whose pe- 
culiar province it is to examine into the state of our trea- 
sury accounts, (and, without intending to pay him a com- 
pliment, I understand, from all sides, that he is complete- 
ly master of this subject,) what does he tell us about this 
surplus of one million six hundred thousand dollars now 
in the treasury? Why, sir, he says that there are one 
million six hundred thousand dollars in the treasury; but 
he tells us that one million four hundred thousand dollars 
of this surplus is composed, to speak in the financial lan- 
guage of the day, of ‘‘ unavailable funds.” Or, in plain 
English, sir, this sum*of one million four hundred thou- 
sand dollars is composed of notes upon broken banks, 
which nobody will have, and which are likely to be funds 
inthe treasury for some time to come. These are some 


of the blessed fruits of using the local State banks as 


places of deposite for the public funds. And from the 
seed which seems to be sowing, since the edict has gone 
forth that the United States Bank must go down, we have 


a goodly prospect of reaping a very bountiful crop of 
these depreciated, these rotten, these broken bank notes. 


Banks in every direction, anticipating the destruction of 


the United States Bank, are springing into existence, 
like mushrooms, between the setting and the rising of the 
sun. 


In New York, onthe 2d and Sd day of the present Le- 


gislature, there were petitions for thirty-four new banks 
in that State. 


In Pennsylvania, eleven have been petitioned for from 


the country, beside those in the cities. 


In Maryland, the Governor recommends a State bank 


founded on State funds. 


In Alabama, one has been already incorpcrated with a 


capital of two millions. 


In my own State, one has been incorporated with a ca- 


pital of three millions. 


The Governor of Kentucky recommended one of enor- 


mous capital. 


In Ohio, I believe one has been incorporated with a 


capital of seven millions of dollars. 


In Louisiana, a bank has been incorporated, with eight 


branches, and very large capital; the amount not exactly 
recollected. 


In North Carolina, a bank has been incorporated, with 


a capital of two’millions of dollars, with branches at dis- 
cretion; and thus, and thus we proceed, cramming every 


advantage of the people, and to the improvement of the|hole and corner of the country with this stagnant paper 


country. I am now and always have been opposed to 
keeping much money in the treasury; but I would not 
tear down this system which has made us so prosperous 
and Lappy, and throw ourselves at the foot of British 
power and cupidity. No, sir, I would pursue a very dif- 
ferent plan of emptying the treasury. I would build 
roads and canals. I would clear all our navigable water- 
courses of obstructions, so that the farmer might get to 
market with his produce. In short, I would carry on a 
idicious system of internal improvement. I would build 
p a system of education that should carry light and 
knowledge to every cottage in the remotest corners of 


Vor. 1X.—8t 





of local banks, which is not able to travel a Sabbath day’s 
journey without being depreciated fifteen and twenty per 
cent. We are in a very fair way to have a new and ample 
addition of shin plasters, as they were called by the old 
farmers when [ was a boy. 
nia Saline, Owl Creek. 


Yes, sir! Fayetteville, Virgi- 


These notes, once sent out, they must fall somewhere, 


and nine times out of ten they will fall upon the laboring, 
the innocent, unsophisticated part of the community. 


But, sir, I must return to the question of a surplus in 


the treasury; I hope the committee will excuse this di- 
gression. 
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We see, then, that, of the one million six hundred) nufacturers are at least two centuries in advance of ours 
thousand dollars in the treasury, one million four hundred) With.all these advantages, it would not only be’folly, but 


thousand dollars must be deducted for broken bank notes, 
which will leave then only two hundred thousand dollars 
for the surplus. © Another item,with which the Secretary 
makes out his surplus, is seven hundred thousand dollars, 
which is the money deposited under the treaty of Den- 
mark, and which belongs not to the Government, but to 
our citizens, who are entitled to it as an indemnity for 
spoliations which were Committed upon them. 
ney is liable to be called for at any moment. 

to individuals, and can form no part of the surplus. This 
sum must be deducted, and then, instead of a surplus in 
the treasury on the first of January, we have an actual 
deficit of five hundred thousand dollars. Add to this the 
floating debt, or appropriations made heretofore by law, 
which are just as sacred as the funded debt, and which re- 
main yet unsatisfied; and we have, instead of a surplus, 
an actual deficit of nearly six millions. The floating debt 
is five million four hundred and seventy-five thousand 
two hundred and two dollars and twenty-six cents. And 
the honorable gentleman proved conclusively, to my 
mind, that we shall not havea surplus in the treasury up 
to 1835. Who has controverted his facts or his argu- 
ment? Did the gentleman from Georgia? Not one word. 
Did the member from Tennessee? He did not even squint 
atat. Did the gentleman from Pennsylvania? Not at all. 


| it would be perfect madness in us to enter into competi. 
tion with England, on what gentlemen are pleased to call 
free trade.* 


* ** As early as 1699, Parliament declared ‘that no 
wool, yarn, or woollen manufactures of their American 
plantations should be shipped there, or even laden, in or- 


This mo-) der to be transported from thence to any place whatever 
It belongs! This was the commencement of restrictions on colonia! 


manufactures. 

**In 1719, the House of Commons declared ‘that the 
erecting manufuactories in the colonies tended to lessen 
their dependence upon Great Britain.’ 

** While the colonies were increasing in population, and 
endeavoring to secure to themselves, in some degree, the 
benefits of their own industry and economy, complaints 
were constantly made to Parliament by interested indi 
viduals, that the colonists were not only carrying on trade, 
but were setting up manufactures detrimental to Great 
Britain. These complaints produced an order of the 
House of Commons, in 1731, directing the Board of ‘Trade 
to inquire and report ‘with respect to laws made, ma 
nufactures set up, or trade carried on, detrimental to the 
| trade, navigation, or manufactures of Great Britain.’ 
‘‘In a report made in pursuance of this order, the 


Who then has met the argument of my honorable friend?| commissioners found that certain trades carried on, ai 
> a 


Why, the chairman of the committee has attempted it. 
And how, sir? Does he deny the facts? No. 
that this was the way the treasury was managed in the 
days of Mr. Lowndes. Yes, sir, in those days when we 


were borrowing money to defray the ordinary expenses 


of Government, and could not possibly make the two 
ends meet. 


that it might borrow money. 
monize well with a surplus in the treasury. 


of the nation upon the same plan that an individual would| pretty nearly the same with ours, they have no staple 


do when he would borrow money of one man to pay 
another. This is wretched policy in private life, and 1 
cannot believe it is much better in public. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that it is shown most conclu- 


sively that the surplus in the treasury Coes not call upon| governments, the little dependence they have upon the 


us, at this time, to apply the pruning knife. So I cannot 


He insists} 


manufactures set up in the colonies, were injurious to the 
trade, navigation, and manufactures of the parent country 
‘¢ Among the manufactures were enumerated those o! 
wool and flax, iron, paper, hats, and leather. 
‘* The commissioners conclude their report by saying, 
‘from the foregoing statement, it is observable that there 


The gentleman has forgot that the adminis-| are more trades carried on, and manufactures set up, 
tration was then striving to hide its poverty, and was 


keeping up appearances as well as it could, to the end} 


the provinces on the continent of America, to the north 
ward of Virginia, prejudicial to the trade and manufac 


This policy does not har-| tures of Great Britain, particularly in New England, than 
y- The honora-|in any other of the British colonies; which is not to be 
ble chairman seems to be disposed to conduct the finances| wondered at, for their soil, climate, and produce, being 





4 


|commodities of their own growth to exchange for ou 
| manufactures, which puts them under great necessity, as 
well as under greater temptations, for providing for then 
selves at home; to which may be added, in the charter 


t 


{mother country; consequently the small restraint they 


vote for this bill with a view of getting rid of a surplus in| are under in any matters detrimental to their interests 


the treasury. 
Some gentlemen talk of destroying this system because 
they say they are in favor of ‘free trade.” 


tlemen know what they mean by ‘*free trade?” If they 


mean what I expect they do, I take the liberty of telling| namely, whether it might not be expedient to give t! 


It| colonies proper encouragement, for turning their industry 
All the parade 


gentlemen there is no such thing as ‘free trade.” 
never has, I expect it never will exist. 


| 
| 


And, therefore, we humbly beg leave to report and sub- 
| mit to the wisdom of this honorable House, the substanc 


Sir, do gen-| of that we formerly proposed in our report on the silk 


llinen, and woollen manufactures herein before recited 


to such manufactures and produce as might be of service 


which Mr. Huskisson has made about the free trade sys-| to Great Britain, particularly to the production of navi! 


tem in England amounts to nothing. 


so far as to let me know what articles of our produce 


are admitted into the English ports upon the ‘* free 


trade” principle. 


I should be glad if! stores.” 
gentlemen who talk about ** free trade” would oblige me| 


‘* The company of hatters in London complained that 
>| great quantities of hats were made in New England, ani 
| exported to Spain, Portugal, and the British West India 


Our great staples are every one (un-| islands; and, through their influence, an act of Parliamer 


less ‘cotton be excepted) virtually, if not expressly, | was procured, not only to prevent the exportation of hats 


prohibited. 


But suppose England was in good earnest on the sub- 


ject, and would take off all her restrictions, if we wouk 


take off ours, I ask gentlemen if they would be willing| In 1732 


todo it? England has too much capital. 


Her systen 
has too much age. 


She has too much experience. Her 


labor is too cheap, unless we want to reduce our laborers} whatever. 
to the low and degraded condition of English laborers. | 
Our laborers are not prepared to work at nine pencé a 


ifrom the colonies to foreign countries, and from being 
carried from one plantation to another, but to restrain, to 
1\a certain extent, the manufacture of them in the colonies 
, hats were prohibited from being shipped, or even 
1} laden upon a horse, cart, or other carriage, with an intent 
r| to be exported to any other plantation, or to any place 
At the same time, no hatter in the colonies 
| was allowed to employ more than two apprentices at once, 
or to make hats, unless he had served as apprentice to the 


day, as the English do; and I hope the time is far distant| trade seven years; and no black or negro was permilted 


C 


when they will be driven to that necessity, 


English ma- Ito work at the business of making hats. 
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Sir, “let me give these “free trade” gentlemen a spe-| sion, whenever a proposition was made to adjourn, gen 
cimen or two of the duty which is laid on our principal) tlemen cried no! no! We will never adjourn until this 
staples: | difficulty about the tariff, as they call it, was settled. 

Cheese, three dollars and fifty cents per cwt. | Yes, sir; these very gentlemen kept us here until the 

Cider, one hundred dollars and eighty cents per two/ 16th of July, for the avowed purpose of accommodating 
hundred and fifty two gallons. the difficulty between the North and the South. The 

Whest, per quarter of eight bushels, varies; when it! whole country was ransacked for testimony on the sub- 
is worth sixty- -one shillings, the duty is six dollars and six.| ject. [ spent day after day listening to long and lumin- 
teen cents; when seventy-two shillings, it is twenty-four| ous speeches on the subject. We finally agreed upon a 
cents; that is, when it is one dollar and eighty cents a} bill. It contained some features I did not like. I thought 
bushel, and under, it pays a duty of seventy-seven cents a| it yielded too much to the South. 1 was apprehensive 
bushel; but when it rises to two dollars and sixteen cents/ that the reduction of the revenue would be too great and 
abushel, the duty is only three cents a bushel. This|too sudden. But I was told by the moderate men of both 
rarely happens. . 'sides of the question that it was best to have it settled, 

Barley, oats, rye, wheat meal, flour, oat meal, Indian| and that it must be done upon principles of compromise; 
cori, pease, beans, &c. have duties in the same ratio to that this bill would settle the question, and that the coun- 


their value. |try would be quieted; the Union would be preserved; 
Printed cottons, seven cents the square yard; ours are|and every body would know then what to depend upon. 
eight and three-quarters cents the square yard. | A few of the nullifiers and a few of the ultra tariff men 
Glass— | voted against the bill. It was admitted that the bill made 
Crown, per cwt., forty dollars. ‘great and important concessions to the South. The re- 
German sheet, per cwl., forty-eight dollars. duction of the duties was very great, and particularly on 

Hay, five dollars and seventy -six cents for eighteen articles of Southern consumption. The aggregate reduc- 
cwt tion was then, when all the facts were fresh before us, 
Hides, tanned, forty per cent. ad valorem. estimated at not less than five millions, and some rated it 


Hoops, from one dollar and eighty cents to three dol-|at eight millions. The bill passed by two-thirds of the 
lars and sixty cents per thousand, according to the length. | votes of this House; and, according to the doctrine of the 


Horses, four dollars and eighty cents each. jnullifiers themselves, this bill was a constitutional one. 
Lambs, prohibited. It was hailed every where as the harbinger of more steady 
Leather, and manufactures of, thirty per cent. ‘and quiet times. It seemed to give such universal satis- 
‘The duty on beef and pork amounts to a prohibition. _| faction, that I felt proud that I had voted for the measure, 


Ifany gentleman upon this floor will take the trouble although 1 felt at the time that I had yielded too much to 
to look into this British tariff, [holding up one in his hand, } | appease the South. 
and after that will insist upon his ‘* free trade” system, I,; But, sir, to my utter astonishment, befure we were 
to say the least, shall consider him incorrigible, and bent|warm in our seats here, the Committee of Ways and 
upon the destruction of our own farmers, mechanics, and | Means step into the shoes of the Committee on Manufac- 
laborers. itures, and have presented us with this bill, which levels 
{ will not vote for this bill now, because the ink with | at one fell blow the whole system of American industry ; 
which the bill of the last session was engrossed is hardly land gentlemen get up here and tell us that they do not 
iry on the parchment. And we are now called upon to | intend to speak, but they intend to vote; that minorities 
do all that work over again. We spent too much time/may speak, but majorities must act. They seem deter- 
ind too much money at the last session in passing that bill | mined to force the bill through the House per fas aut ne 
for me now to give my vote to destroy it before I have| fas. Here is a scrap of Latin for you too, sir; but I 
tried it. Sir, it is a universal principle with me never to| believe it does not require to be translated to the 
condemn any thing untried; particularly any thing that|House. But if the honorable gentleman from Georgia 
cost as much time, as much labor, afid as much money, as| [Mr. Wiivs] had not been so kind and condescend- 
that bill did. How much time did we spend at that bill ing as to explain to us his Latin and French* the other 
last session? ‘The journals will speak on this subject. 1 evening, I should have felt it necessary to buy myself 
should like to know how gentlemen can justify them-|a Dictionary of Quotations. I can get Latin and French 
selves to their constituents in the course they have pur-|enough of my friend Pishey Thompson, on the ave- 
ued upon this subject. I remember well, that, last ses- nue, for a dollar and a quarter, to do me the whole ses- 
— sion. But, if other gentlemen will follow the example 
‘The manufacturers of iron next claimed their share! of the honorable member from Georgia, 1 shall be saved 
n the benefits to be derived from the colonies. They | that expense. 
were willing the poor colonists should reduce the iron ore,| But tothe subject again: I should be glad if gentle- 
with which their lands abounded, into pigs, and even bar/mcn, who voted for this bill in July last, would conde- 
— and that the same be brought to their doors duty | scend to tell me what new lights they have had on the sub- 
, provided they could monopolize the manufacture of} j ject since, that they will now vote to repeal that bill be- 
ie ond this incipient stage. In the year 1750, Parlia- | 
ment permitted pig and bar iron to be imported from the} * The Hon. Mr. Muuntensere, of Pennsylvania, in an 
lonies into London duty free, but prohibited the erec-|eloqueat reply to this speech of Mr: Wins, in allusion to 
tion or continuance of any mill, or other engine for slit-|the number of Latin and French quotations, which he 
ting or rolling iron, or any plating forge, to work with|[Mr. Wiipe] had made, said that he [Mr. MuaLensere] 
tilt hammer, or any furnace for making steel, in the colo-| would make a quotation too, but it should not be in Latin 
es, under the penalty of two hundred pounds. lor French, but it should be in the language of those from 
‘More effectually to carry this act into execution, eve-| whom he said he was proud to say he himself had descend- 
ry such mill, engine, plating forge, and furnace was de- led. te said it should be in German, and was this— 
clared a common nuisance, and the Governors of the co- 


lonies, on the information of two witnesses, on oath, w ere} fe said he supposed he must follow up the example of 
lirected to cause the same * be abated wi ithin thirty | the gentleman, [Mr, Wixps,] and give the translation. 

ys, or to forfeit the sum of £500.°— Pithi 7. s Political | He said that much of the beauty and strength of the origi- 
id Civil History of the United States, vol. 1, pp. 101, | nal would be lost in the translation, but be would give it 


‘ = : 
» and °3. ‘Do what is right, trust in God, and fear not even the devil," 





** Thue recht, fuerchte Gott, und sheu selbst den Teufel nicht.” 
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fore operation. Sir, do gentlemen know that |some circumstances that look very much as if South Ca 
it will not answer every purpose for which it was intend-|rolina had been tampered with by our great rival acros 

ed? But gentlemen say we must save the Union; that|the water. Things look a good d alas if she had taken 
South Carolina has taken her stand, and, unless we re-|it into her head that if she was once out of the Union, sh¢ 
peal the tariff laws, she will dissolve the Union. Yes, | would be able to form connexions more advantageous than 
sir; South Carolina gave us until the Ist of February to| those by which we are at present surrounded. And there 
repeal the laws; and if we do not, she will do it for us, |are not wanting enemies to this Union, who, like the ser 
by a process of nullification. And gentlemen here seem| pent, are twining themselves about her, ‘and impres: 

frightened almost out of their wits for fear that the awful|ing it upon her that she is oppressed and badly treat 

crisis (Ist of February) will arrive before we comply with!ed here; and that it would be much to her advantag 

her peremptory, unreasonable, and disloyal commands. | to separate from us. It is a notorious fact, that a {o 
If had no other reason for voting against this bill, the| reigner by birth, and to this day, I believe, a foreigner in 
attitude which South Carolina has assumed would be all- feeling and sentiment, has dwelt in her own bosom, and 
sufficient for me. I will not legislate with a bayonet at}has been constantly pushing her forward to the attitud 

my bosom. I will not yield to the demands of nullifica-| which she now occupies. 

tion. 1 will make no compromise with those who trample| I hold in my hands the United States Telegraph of the 
the constitution and laws of my country under foot. No, | 20th December last; and I invite the attention of the con 

sir! Let South Carolina strike her flag of rebellion; let! mittee to an article in it, which I will read, and which, in 
her stack her arms; let her spike her cannon; let her say, | my opinion, gocs strongly to confirm what I have befor: 
and let her show us by deeds, that she is for the constitu-| said on the subject of South Carolina desiring a connexion 
tion, the laws, and the Union, and then, sir, I will listen | with our old enemy and great rival across the waters. | 
most patiently to her story of grievances, whether ima-| will read the text, and then the commentary, both oj 
ginary or real; and I, for one, will do all in my power to| which, in my opinion, are entitled to be specially noticed 
give her satisfaction and contentment. at this critical juncture of our affairs. 

But, sir, is there any gentleman here who has told us, *¢ My friend admitted all I said to be true. But,”’ said 
or who will now tell us, that this bill, if passed into a law, | he, ‘if we were not so perplexed with our finances at 
will be satisfactory to her? ‘The gentleman from Georgia} home, we would soon put a stop to the rising greatness 
seems to be as familiar with the leading nullifiers of South land prosperity of the United States.” ‘* And how?” said 
Carolina as any body. He has told us a long story about|{,  «« Why,” said he, ** we would instigate the Southern 
having acted as second to some of them on the banks of| States to rebel against the other States; we would c: 
the Savannah, and, from his deportment here, I should] vince the pcople of the cotton-growing States that y« 
think he was following hisold employment. He seems to} tariff oppresses them, and we would offer them such pro 
be second to nullification here. At any rate, he seems to} tection and such commercial advantages, as would induc: 
be her principal spokesman in this House. Has he told| them to rebel; and in less than five years we would pri 
us that South Carolina will be satisfied with this bill?! duce a separation of the Union.” ‘* But,”’ said I, ** pri 
Not he. If we are to infer any thing from what he said, bably you would be disappointed; you know you calcu 
it is that she will not be satisfied. He avowed that no|}ated on the Eastern States joining you during the lat 
man had any right to pledge South Carolina to this bill. 

Here are we destroying the country in order to save the 
Union, and will most certainly fail in the object we are 
attempting. Iconsider any action by this House, at this 
time, as improvident and unwise, if not criminal. Any 
thing we may do here this session on this subject, will be| 
considered as a concession to nullification. It will be 
considered throughout the country as a yielding to its de- 
mands by us as the representatives of the whole people. 
It will be hailed by South Carolina as a glorious victory. 
Whether she believes it or not, she will say she drove us 
into the measure; and by this very act of ours, this perni- 
cious shrub may strike root in our soil; it may require 
much treasure and the shedding of much blood before it 
can be extirpated. It were cruel to them, in my opinion, | 
to let them proceed further in their parricidal career. It 
were mercy to them to stop them now, even if it must be 
done by shedding of blood. Stop them peaceably if we 
can, but forcibly if we must. My advice is, to stop them 
now, and at once. In my judgment this would be noble|tion would have prevented the Advocate from taki: 
economy of human life and of human blood. For, sir, if} sucha position, as it surely is not much calculated to aid 
we, through a want of independence and decision, should, } his cause. ‘ 

by any act of ours, give countenance to this wild, distract-| «If it be belicved at the South, docs the Advocate | 
ing, and jargonizing system, it may gather strength from] pect that such a belief will act as an inducement to t! 
one cause or another, and the union of the States may be| people of the South to relax in any exertion to get cl 
dissolved, and the ploughshare of desolation and slaughter of the tariff? If it be believed by the friends of the t 
may pass fiercely over millions of our innocent and a 

fending people. 





war, but you were disappointed, and probably you would 
be disappointed again.” ‘*No,” said he, **we kn 
better how to manage these matters; we could with o 
fleets protect them, and our merchants would take the 
produce and carry to them manufactured articles, cut 
free, for their own use, and for the purpose of smug 
gling into the other States, and thus, by these and oth 
means, (which lL understand to be a hberal applicati 
of secret service money,) we would soon put a stop t 
the increasing wealth, power, and independence of yor 
| country.” 

This, sir, is the text; now let us have the commenta! 
The editor says: 

‘* The preceding is from the New York Advocate, and 
contains a part of a conversation between an Englishma' 
and one of the great men in London, some years ag 
It is published by the Advocate as, in its opinion, row 
ing some light on the Jate transaction in the South. W 
showd have thought that a very small share of discr 


ai 
will it encourage them to persistance in their measur¢ 
by showing that they have greater obstacles to encount 
I repeat, sir, that South Carolina has said she would be} than they have previously thought they had? 

satisfied with nothing short of an abandonment of the pro-| ** The Advocate has outwitted itself. We publis! 
tective system. To this I can never agree. Sir, would] for what it is worth.” 

she in a few years, if we yield to her demands now, hevedt This article, in my opinion, proves atleast the free l 
to pay evena revenue duty? She has furnished, in my lof the press in this country. The editor of this pape! 
mind, some indications that if she succeeds in prostrating | the public printer of the United States to both Houses o! 
the protection which is given to our own citizens, she will] Congress; and while we, the representatives of the | 
next refuse to pay even arevenue duty. Sir, there are! ple, are here in session, these sentiments haye been | 
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lished nik setaaimad dlencet within. the scielihte of the 
capitol. This paper, too stands at the head of the whole 
corps of nullifying newspapers; and I believe the editor 
understands the feelings and views of the nullifiersas well 
asany man does. Whenl| first read the text in the Tele- 
raph, before I got to the commentary, I felt sure that 
the editor had published this alleged conversation for the 
purpose of giving it his most decided reprobation. But, 
sir, to my mind, instead of reprobati ng, he has endorsed 
it. Instead of denouncing it as a slander, as I expected 
he would, he gives us to understand that it may be true, 
and that we had better mind how we deal with South Ca- 
rolina. In my opinion, it warrants this construction most 
fully. Sir, we are told here that it is not much calcu- 
lated to aid the cause of the Advocate. What is the cause 
of the Advocate, I ask? Why, it is the cause of the 
Union of the States. And the editor of the Telegraph 
pays the people of the South but a poor compliment when 
he insinuates that it is.only necessary for them to know that 
Great Britain will give them countenance and take them 
into favor, to turn them against their own country. He 
says the publication of this alleged conversation is calcu- 
lated to have this effect, if | understand him. At least, 
it would so operate in the South. 1 do not know how far 
the people of the South have lost their love of country; 
but if they can tamely submit to such an imputation as this 
conveys upon them, they must be pretty far gone. Such 


to the highest pitch of indignation. 
time in repe lling it asa foul calumny. 

Mr. Chairman, I have no unkind feelings towards my 
brethren of the South; and especially, sir, have I none 
towards the talented and eloquent sons of South Carolina. 
But, sir, while I say this, | must be permitted to say that 
for their political principles 1 entertain the most unyield- 
ing and the most uncompromising hostility. But, sir, the 
people of the South have my compassion rather than my 
enmity. I look upon them as laboring under a most 
fatal delusion. I hold the present administration culpa- 
ble, to a very great degree, for the unfortunate attitude 
which South Carolina has assumed. For the last four 
years the whole tendency of the Government has been 
towards anarchy. Sir, the doctrines of the numerous| 
veto messages which we have had within the last four| 
years, have ‘all tended powerfully in that way. They have | 
created a deep-rooted jealousy among portions of the 
people, adverse to this Government and all its institutions. 
They have tended to array one section of the Union 
against another. j 
class of our citizens against another, and none of these 
more so than the doctrines of the bank veto. These 
things, 1 have no doubt, have had their wei ight with South 
Carolina. She thought, as the administration practised | 
upon the disorganizing and jacobinical principles, that 
she might do the same. 
constitution, the treaties, the laws, and the Supreme 
Court of the United States, under her feet. She heard 
the President tell the poor Indian that he must submit to | 
Georgia, for that he, the President, had no power to stay 
her ruthless hand. She saw all these things, and she lent |! 
her aid in pushing them-on. 
dent had gone so far in these directions, that it was im- 
possible for him to retrace his steps, and that he would 
be compelled to stand by and see her play the game out 

y dissolving the Union. 

But, sir, thé President has found that he 
easy ear to the wicked counsellors too long. He finds, 
alt hough he has been re-elected by a triumphant vote ol 
his fellow-citizens, yet there is confusion, 
dissatisfaction hurrying the 
anarchy. 
of the privy council, that inevitable ruin awaits the coun- 
try; and I do verily 


They would lose no 
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jreturn to the sound dectrines which 
an imputation would inflame and excite my constituents | 


thickened the gloom by which I was surrounded. 
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jena: in, "this Side onal have been dentine’ before 
the énd of this administration. The President saw the 
mistake he had committed. He saw that ‘* State rights,” 
a plausible name, which artful demagogues have used to 
conceal the odious principles of nullification which they 
were disseminating, must lead to nullification and a dis- 
solution of the Union. 

Permit me to remark here, sir, that it is in vain for any 
gentleman to attempt to draw a distinction between 
** State rights and State rebellion--State rights and nulli- 
fication.” In my opinion, they all mean exactly the same 
thing. Whenever the doctrines of “State rights,” as 
insisted upon by the Virginia school, are acted out, they 
must necessarily end in nullification and State /ebellion. 
Against these doctrines I have uniformly raised my voice, 
and shall continue to do so, regardless of the source from 
whence they emanate, or of the hue or of the form which 
they may put on. I say, sir, South Carolina was mistak- 
en in supposing that the President had been so far led 
along by her and Georgia, and others that had gone so far 


linto these State right doctrines, that he could not retreat, 


but must fold his arms, and look on and see her nullify 
the Jaws, and dissolve the Union. Yes, sir, in this South 
Carolina was mistaken, and I am proud she was mistaken, 


| for I confess I had some misgivings myself. 


Although I felt very certain the President wished to 
he had before so 
steadily maintained, particularly while he was in the Se- 
nate of the United States, yet 1 confess I did not see how 
he was to escape from the dilemma into which he had 
been drawn by his friends. I brooded for weeks over 
this sad and frightful state of things, by which I saw 
my country surrounded. I was almost ready to do that 
which no good citizen ought ever todo. I was almost 
ready to despair of the republic. The annual message 
To 
me, sir, it made darkness visible. But the overruling 
hand of Providence sometimes bringeth good out of evil. 
rhe bold, daring, and reckless movements of South Ca- 
rolina aroused the old man from that false security in 
jwhich his parasites had lulled him to repose. He saw 





They have been calculated to array one | 


She saw Georgia trampling the 


She thought that the Presi-| 


| 
has lent an 


distrust, and | 
Government to the verge of | 
He sees that if he goes on with these doctrines| the 


believe that if they had been perse- 


the Government which he had been called upon to ad 
minister by a confiding people, on the crumbling verge 
lof ruin. One more step, and that Government, and that 
| people, would have been plunged into irretrievable m= 
and wretchedness. He made a sudden pause—and, 
the utter astonishment of all parties, friends and foes, he 
| whirled right about, and, at one leap, he cleared all the 
difficulties which lay in his way—veto messages, Georgia, 
nullification, and all, were quite thrown out of the view. 
|He called a couneil of his prime ministers; and it was 
| solemnly determined that the only expedient and safe 
mode of administering this Government was that which 
had been adopted by the father of his country, the good, 
the great, the illustrious WV ashington. The result of this 
council was the proclama stion. Sir, you all know that I 
have never been in the secrets of the cabinet. This pro- 
|clamation, therefore, took me by surprise. I was sitting 
| one evening in the hotel, in silence and melancholy: I had 
been meditating on the distracted and wretched condition 
of my country, untill felt perfectly desperate, ready almost 
for any state of things that might come. I had arrived 
Jat the conclusion that a civil war was certain. Justas I 
|was at the lowest point of depression and desperation, I 
| was startled from my reverie by a friend, who asked me 
if Lhad seen the Presideni’s proclamation. Proclama- 
tion, said I--No. He ha acopy. I immediately 
| TO: e and went to my room, liglited my candle, and com- 
menced reading. 1 fo and’ it replete wi ith sound doctrines 
which had always met my hearty approbation; and, by 
time L had finished it, [ found myself rising involun- 
tarily from my seat, and, for first time in my life, I 
was almost ready to shout huzza for Jackson! But when 
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the first transport had passed away, I began to think it 
best not to halloo until I got out of the woods. I began 
to think of the doctrines of the bank veto. I began to 
think of the violated faith of the nation with the poor 
and helpless Indians. I began to think it was impossible 
that the President, after what he had said and done, could 
now be serious in promulgating these doctrines; the very 
reverse of which had been practised for the last four 
years. These reflections crowded upon me, one after 
another, until they fell like a cold and heavy sickness 
upon my heart. These doubts and misgivings remained 
with me until the President sent us his most excellent 
message, which followed up and reasserted the doctrines 
of the proclamation in a mild and dignified, but deter- 
mined tone, which convinced me that he wasin earnest; 
that he had taken his stand upon the same ground on 
which our beloved Washington stood during his adminis- 
tration. And so long as he stands upon this ground, he 
shall receive my decided and unequivocal support. ~ And 
I believe this is the determination of all those gentlemen 
with whom it has been my pleasure most generally to act 
upon this floor. 

I have nothing to hope, I have hothing to fear, from 
this administration. From the very first moment that I 
entered the political arena, the overwhelming popularity 
of the present Chief Magistrate was seized by every de- 
magogue within my sphere of action, and wielded, by 
all, for my political, and, by some of them, for my per- 
sonal destruction. To the truth of this, there are many 
here that can beartestimony. My political existence has 
been preserved by the virtue, the intelligence, and the 
proud and noble independence of the freemen of ‘Ten- 
nessee. 
the miraculous interposition of Him whose wisdom di- 
recteth, and whose power controls the destiny of all 
things. 

Believing that the President, at this time, has taken a 
correct position; believing that he has taken the only po- 
sition which can preserve this Union; believing that he 
has planted himself by the constitution and laws of his 
country, God forbid that I should throw the least obstruc- 
tion in his way. No, sir; when the vessel of State is dash- 
ing among the rocks and whirlpools of political faction, 
it isno time for us, who really wish tosave the ship, to be 
cherishing our individual grievances of time past: but 
every man should offer up, upon the altar of his country, 
all his personal and political injuries. I, for one, sir, 
stand ready to make this sacrifice. T’o sustain the con- 
stitution and laws of my country, I pledge this right arm, 
and, with it, the last drop of blood that warms and ani- 
mates my existence. 


Fripay, January 25. 
The House having again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Wayne 
in the chair, resumed the consideration of the 


TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. ARNOLD took the floor, and continued till past 3 
o’clock in conclusion of his speech against the bill, as 
given above. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, of New York, next addressed 
the committee. 


tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Witpr.] But we had some ac- 
count of it last night in the remarks of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Viwrox,] and I have heard much more 
from other sources; and, sir, judging from the impres- 
sion made upon the committee, the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, whether skilful or not, seems to have cast his net fur 
and wide upon the waters, to secure friends for the mea- 
sure under consideration. 


m1 } 
r} crent 


g¢ man appears to have referred e pe cially to 


The Tariff Bill. 


My personal existence has been preserved by| 


It was my misfortune, said he, not to be} 
present at the commencement of the speech of the gen- 


(Jaw. 25, 1833. 


| New York, and to have appealed to her delegation; and 
particularly to the friends of the Vice President elect 
Lam sure, sir, that, whatever may have been the cha. 
racter of his remarks, had I been present, I should have 
| had no occasion to complain of the language of the gentle 
man from Georgia—I rely too confidently on the uniform 
courtesy and urbanity of that gentleman, to believe 
that he would, on any occasion, violate ‘the strictest 
rules of propriety and decorum : he must, however, par 
don me, sir, for expressing my surprise and regret to 
learn that he should have referred, in any manner what 
ever, to one of those miserable effusions which are daily 
despatched hence by the many spies in Washington; that 
he should have condescended to notice an anonymous 
communication charging the Governor of our State with 
attempting to influence the votes of my colleagues on the 
question before us. The gentleman from Georgia, I un 
derstand, disclaimed all confidence in the story; I know, 
sir, that he is too candid and too just to believe in such 
fabrications. If gentlemen desire to know the opinions 
of the Governor of New York upon the question of a 
reduction of the duties, they are to be found in an au 
thentic shape, recorded in his message to the Legislature 
of that State. But itis not necessary, sir, to detain the 
committee for the purpose of vindicating a character 
| without reproach, and as far beyond the reach of the poo: 
calumnies of any ** spy in Washington,” as my colleagues 
jare above the control of any influence but those which 
| direct the judgments of patriotic and just men. 
| But, Mr. Chairman, an appeal was made to the friends 
| of the Vice President elect; and 1 understand that it was 
|intimated, at least, that to promote his popularity in the 
| South, it was necessary for them to support the bill unde: 
| consideration; in other language, whatever might be their 
| principles, they must be surrendered to personal and po 
| litical considerations. There are some propositions, sir— 
|some appeals, that no language can render acceptable to 
| those to whom they are addressed. No matter in what fas 
| cinating manner the gentleman from Georgia may have ap 
pealed to my colleagues, though the suggestion may have 
| been wreathed in poetry, every member addressed must 
| still have felt himself called upon to reject an appeal, im 
|} plying such a destitution of manly independence and 
political integrity. Iam at a lossto discover, sir, in what 
part of the political history of our State it is, that the gen 
tleman from Georgia finds the evidence that her delegation 
have ever sacrificed principles for men. Is it, sir, in the 
political revolution of 1800, when New York aided so 
materially in establishing those principles of Government 
| which have latterly found so many proselytes? Was it in 
Jany one of our contests from that time till 1812? Wasit 
!in 1814, sir, when our State was the theatre of war, when 
|we had two frontiers lined with troops; and when on 4 
another quarter we presented an impregnable rampart 
lagainst the assauits of threatened secession, then believed 
|to be no better than rebellion? Is it in any part of this his 
ltory that the gentleman from Georgia finds New York 
‘sacrificing principles for men? [Mr. Witpe explained. 
It gives me pleasure sir, to hear the gentleman from 
Georgia disclaim any intention to question in any way the 
| principles or integrity of New York. I have again rea 
son to express my regret that 1 did not hear the com- 
mencement of his remarks; they had been reported to 
me; others had referred to them in debate, and mine was 
| certainly the impression generally made upon the commit 
tee. Lam happy, sir, to be undeceived. I thought, sir, 
ithat the gentleman from Georgia, with whom we have so 
| long acted, could not mistake the political character of our 
|State. I need not remind him cf our memorable contest 
jin 1824, when, deprecating all humiliating allegiance to 
}men, and disregarding personal considerations, the re- 
| publicans of New York sacrificed themselves in an effort 


ito sustain the principles which were established in 180 
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when Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, and New York, |two hundred and fifteen thousand dollars. My policy, sir, 
were almost alone in maintaining the republican maxim|has uniformly been liberal in regard to our national ex- 
of ‘** principles, notmen.” We were defeated, sir; but] penditures, in some instances even more so than the com- 
we have survived the contest: we are still acting together, | mittee tliat reported this bill. But I had supposed, that 
and in a greater cause: and I trust that, whatever specu-| considering the increase of our expenditures for internal 
lative differences of opinion may exist, we may, in a pa-|improvement subsequent to 1824, and that that branch of 
triotic spirit of mutual concession, continue forever united |expenditure would be necessarily diminished, we might, 
in measures to preserve the harmony, the constitution, and| without detriment to the public service, apply such di- 
the Union of our country, Our State has hitherto re-|minution to those objects which have attracted the atten- 
sponded to every appeal to her patriotism and justice, | tion of the committee. I may be told, sir, of extraordinary 
and I feel assured, sir, that she will not be found wanting | expenditures for pensions, Indian wars, &c.; but how, 
in the present most interesting crisis in our affairs. may I ask, are we to employ the millions which must in- 
The gentlemen from Georgia and from Ohio (Mr. V1N-jevitably accumulate in the treasury before we can pos- 
Ton] must pardon me for deprecating the character and |sibly reach, under any modification of the tariff, the 
tendency of their remarks. The political allusions of the | minimum duties it is proposed permanently to establish? 
former to coalitions, past or prospective, and the pictures | Your bank stock is an offset to your public debt, leaving 
of the latter, of rivers of blood, and millions of our/your whole surplus for years to come applicable to any 
slaughtered countrymen, are poorly calculated to lead us|temporary excess of expenditure. Had the bill of the 
toa calm, dispassionate, and just decision of the measure | committee become a law as reported, in three years the 
under consideration. The gentleman from Georgia must | probable excess of revenue, according to their own state. 
excuse me for saying that the course of the gentleman|ments submitted, would have amounted to between thir- 
from Ohio is most politic, and best adapted to accomplish jteen and fourteen millions. Besides, we must consider 
his purpose, which is to defeat the bill. If we are to be|the effect of substituting revenue rates for prohibitory 
driven from a cool, candid, and just examination of this| duties, or duties having a prohibitory tendency. Reduce 
question; if geographical prejudices are to be substituted | our imposts as we. may, sir, we shall not avoid, for some 
for national patriotism—passion and imagination for reason | years to come, a surplus of revenue beyond the wants of 
and judgment—then, sir, may we abandon all hope of|Government. Why then should we make provision for 
any adjustment whatever, now or hereafter. I had hoped, |two millions additional revenue? If our revenue was 
sir, that we should have excluded from this debate all ar- | stationary or retrograding, there might be some reason for 
guments addressed to our political hopes or fears; all ap-{it; but, with a population, trade, and revenue uniformly 
peals to our local jealousies. Our country has surely | progressive, our difficulty is not how to provide fora de- 
suffered enough in the last seventeen years, from the un-/ ficiency, but how to guard against too great a surplus of 
happy influence of personal ambition, whether of the East, |revenue. Establish your minimum revenue where you 
the West, the North, or the South; our sectional preju-| may, and you will find it outstripping your estimate in a 
dices have been appealed to, and our Union has been) very few years, and demanding a further reduction. Our 
brought to the verge of dissolution. I had hoped, sir, | permanent expenditures will reach fifteen millions soon 
that for once we might have a truce of politics; that for|enough, without any suggestion or provision by the com- 
once we might meet on broad national ground; and, dis-| mittee. The inevitable effect of providing a surplus of re- 
carding every local, personal, or political consideration, | venue, will be to encourage extravagance in our federal 
debate and adjust a question upon which certainly the }expenditures; the latter will always overtake the former, 
harmony, and perhaps the integrity, of the Union may|make it what you may; the proposition of the committee 
depend. is essentially nothing less than a recommendation to per- 
Sir, the difficulties about this question are not so great |petuate an additional revenue of near two millions from 
as they were—not so formidable as gentlemen imagine. |imposts. 
The chief obstacle is now removed. We now hear on all} We have another expedient, sir, from an opposite 
sides the republican doctrine, that our revenues must be | quarter, designed to augment, permanently, our revenue 
reduced to the amount necessary for our federal expen-|duties to the extent of three millions annually. We are 
ditures. I congratulate you, sir, and every friend of his|to lose our income from public lands. We are not, sir, 
country, on this important concession of the opponents {disregarding special obligations, about to adopt a more 
of this bill, on this great revolution in the sentiment of |parental and enlarged policy in regard to our public do- 
this House. ~The main point is settled; we have now only |main. We are not rejecting all unnatural jealousies, and 
to adjust the minor questions of the amount necessary for | rejoicing, as we ought to do, to see our population spread- 
our annual expenditures, the mode of the reduction, and jing to the borders of Mexico, and tothe extreme moun- 
the time when this adjustment of our revenues shall be |tains of the West. We are not about removing every ob- 
made. struction to the growth, prosperity, or improvement of 
It is with regret, sir, that I differ with the committee |every portion of our vast territory. No, sir; the propo- 
who reported this bill, and who deserve so much credit |sition springs from no friendship to the rising West; it 
for the zeal and ability they have displayed in adjusting |does not propose to discontinue the revenue from public 
the details of a very difficult measure. But in assuming fif-|lands, but to draw from thence an annual income to be 
teen millions as the amount of revenue necessary for our |distributed by the Federal Government among the several 
federal expenditures, they have, I think, made an unfor-| States; in order, sir, that this deficiency may be supplied 
tunate admission. Because we are out of debt, we must by an augmentation of our revenue from customs, and 
not be prodigal. The States are notin the same condition; |that an equal tax may be levied upon the country in ano- 
the debt of Pennsylvania is in a ratio to a federal debt of |ther form! Nay, sir, it is still worse; the States are to re- 
one hundred and eighty millions; and we should not for-|ceive about three millions, that the people of those States 
get that the largest portion of the burdens of the country |may pay back annually into the federal treasury the same 
are necessarily authorized by our town, city, county, and |three millions, together with all the expenses of collec- 
State Governments. Our federal expenditures have in-|tion! Such is the scheme of finance recommended to us 
creased faster than our population; the average for the by gentlemen of intelligence and distinction. ‘They must 
first seven years after the adoption of our constitution | pardon me, sir, if L cannot perceive the substantial differ- 
was less than two million seven hundred thousand dollars; ence between this proposition and another for distribut- 
that for 1822—’3—’4, was about ten millions, including ing our surplus revenue among the States, which, not 
pensions; and that for 1829, ’30, and ’31, thirteen million three weeks since, this House, and wisely too, refused to 
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consider by a vote of more than two to one. "We shall| must bs peer to thirteen or ‘foartaen millions. Our 
not probably adopt this measure, at least for some years) revenue from imposts alone must be brought down to 
to come, unless we are prepared to do an act of palpable | about eleven millions; and without permanent prohibitory 
injustice to one portion of the Union, and to the country | duties, which never will be tolerated in this country, 

generally, by securing a permanent t and extraordinary in-|a higher permanent duty on protected articles than 
come to our manufacturers; unless we are determined to| twenty per cent. cannot be maintained, without produc. 
increase the discontents in the South, and to create a new| ing more revenue than the necessities of Government re. 
source of jealousy between the old and the new States. | quire. In this state of things, sir, we may throw aside al! 
Besides, sir, these lands were conveyed to us expressly to| our theories on both sides of this question. Whatever 
discharge the claims upon our federal treasury, grow ing} may be our opinions, they must yield to the actual condi. 

out of the revolutionary war. As yet we have received/ tion of the country. We must surrender all our favorite 
but about forty millions, while we have expended about! speculations to the more substantial good sense and sound 
fifty millions upon our public lands. We have paid off| understanding of those who never refine-—of that great 


seventy or eighty millions of revolutionary debt, for which | 


they were pledged by our laws; disbursed many millions| 


agricultural interest which, happily for our country, 
controls its destinies. If thirty or forty, or even fifty 


for pensions and unfunded debt, originating in the revo-| dollars on every hundred consumed were required for 
lution; and we have actually, at this moment, an annuity | the use of Government, that interest would cheerfully sub. 
charged upon the treasury for revolutionary pensions, In-| mit to it; but, sir, theorize as we may, if twenty be suffi. 
dian treaties, and land account, more than equal to the! cient to satisfy the wants of the treasury, to twenty will 
annual income from that source of revenue. Itis not pro-| our farmers have our permanent taxes reduced. The bill 
bable that we shall invade our treasury for this purpose, | as reported contains many provisions which I should wish 
until some of these many obligations are discharged; nor| to have amended. Its discriminations, whether the policy 
can it be desirable to destroy all attachment of the Southern! be wise or not, are not adapted to a confederacy; political 
and Western States to the Federal Government. | consider rations will compel us, in the end, to equal ze the 
If, then, sir, our annual expenditures are, for the pre-| imposts on protected articles, whether they are the pro- 
sent, estimated at about thirteen millions, and our income | ductions of the North, South, East, or West. But the de- 
from public lands at two and a half to three millions, it] tails of a tariff cannot be adjusted to please all, and I shall 
will require little more than about ten millions from cus-| cheerfully sipport the measure, whatever form it may 
toms to meet all the necessary expenses of the Federal| probably assume. 1 cannot, however, avoid noticing the 
Government; particularly when we consider that for some} discriminations in favor of iron and sugar, the policy and 
years to come a surplus revenue is inevitable, and that any | | justi ce of which are, in my view, extremely question: able 
permanent increase of our federal expenses will no doubt}/I am aware that my colleague, [Mr. Verpianck,] the 
be balanced by a gradual augmentation of our income! chairman of the committee; has defended the iron duty, 
from customs. We cannot, therefore, with justice to the] as that article is necessary in war. He must pardon me 
country, authorize, at this time, a greater amount of duty for expressi ng my surprise that one of his intelligence 
on foreign merchandise than will realize from ten to ele-| and just views should have conceded an exception, which 


ven millions of revenue. Our importations for two years| 
past have amounted to more than a hundred millions an-| 


would sanction the doctrine of protection in all cases 
whatever. Of all articles, iron has the fewest claims to 


nually. If our minimum duties were now to take effect,/ protection in our country. It was a manufacture be fore 
it would be unsafe to assume that amount, as the imports| the revolution, and the excessive cost of transportation 
were much larger than usual; but, as the minimum duties) secures to it a monopoly of neighboring markets. No duty 
do not take effect for some years, and as the trade and| can be more unwise asa measure of public policy. No 
consumption of the country will probably increase with | tax can be more oppressive to agriculture, commerce and 
the reduction of our imposts, it is not probable that the| manufactures. Brown sugar, too, is one of those neces- 
importations of future years will fall much, if any, short of| saries of life which should certainly not be taxed as it is, 
those of 1831 and 1832, notwithstanding any reduction| higher in proportion than other articles. Gentlemen who 
which may be made by a change in the credit on duties.| represent other interests complain of these discrimina 
Of the importations of 1831, (the year so frequently re-| tions; but I think the advantage is on the side of those in- 
ferred to,) amounting to one hundred and three millions, | terests which are reduced by this bill to the minimum 
I find there were imported, of wool and woollens, fourteen | rates, as they will hereafter remain undisturbed, while the 
millions and « half; of cottons, sixteen millions; of iron, | duties on the others must continue to be a subject of le- 
and its manufactures, a little less than seven millions; of} | gislation, until they are reduced to a corresponding rate 
sugar and molasses, near seven millions and a half; and of | It is not for me, sir, to counsel those who represent the 
all other articles coming in competition with the various| various branches of industry interested in the fate of this 
other branches of our industry, about twelve millions; | bill; but, in their position, I should entreat Congress to 
making a total importation, of what are styled protected | establish the duties on some permanent foundation, and to 
articles, of fifty-seven millions of dollars; and of all other} do it as speedily as possible. 
dutiable and free articles, forty-six millions. Of the total! We have been told, sir, that we passed a bill in July 
imports, about seventy millions of dutiable articles, chief-| last, and that it is improper to pass another before that 
ly of the protected class, are estimated to have been con-| takes effect. Under other circumstances this objection 
sumed in the country. While the exports of the country | | would be a strong one; but I appeal to every gentleman 
continue to be between sixty and seventy millions, inde-| whether that act ‘does not leave an annual surplus of many 
pendent of the profits and earnings of our commerce and {| millions, and whether it is expedient to allow the session 
navigation in the foreign trade, there cannot be, after|to pass away, when we know that the revenue will exceed 
1836 or 1837, any consi ider. able reduction from the above | ithe wants of Government. We deceive ourselves, sir, if 
estimate. A duty of twenty per cent. upon the protected | we suppose that the great revolution in.our revenue ae ’ 
articles, and of ten upon the others, would yield a nett/ demanded by the extinguishment of the public debt, 
revenue of about eleven millions, which, with the income | be accomplished i in one or two sessions. We must be ins 
from public lands, would make an aggregate receipt into| |spired if we could regulate our indirect and fluctuating 
the treasury of near fourteen millions annually. | revenues so as to produce an amount equal, or even near 
It is in vain, sir, for us to atte mpt to evade or to post- lly so, to our expenditures. This question must employ 
pone this question. Our revenue from customs and pub-| | Congress for many sessions to come. The act of July last, 
lic lands, now estimated at twenty-one millions annu lly, | together with our revenue from other sources, leaves 
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surplus, varying according to the estimates of gentlemen, | by the treasury, and by pretending to countervail acts 
ur of from six to eight millions annually. It is neither pru-| which were not in existence; still the acts of 1828 and 
to dent, wise, nor just, to postpone the reduction of our re-| 1832 are the laws of the land, and as such must be re- 
ry venue, and permit an accumulation of twenty or thirty mil-| spected and executed. But, sir, while we are not to be 
ry, lions in the treasury to put in jeopardy every interest, ;driven from our course, on either of these great questions, 
lan and even the Union itself. We are also told that this is| by the attitude of South Carolina, I must disclaim all par- 
uc not the time for acting upon this question; true, sir, this! ticipation in those vindictive passions which some gentle- 
re- is not the most proper tinie, for that time has passed; this) men have displayed in thisdebate. The condition of that 
all question ought to have been adjusted, so far as our inter- State is with me a subject rather of regret than of angry 
ver nal interests were concerned, two or three years ago, | feeling. Whether nullification shall perish or not, onthe 
di- when our attention was first called to it by the President. | soil from whence it sprung; whether her cause shall fail 
‘ite It was the interest as well as the duty of all concerned | or triumph, the commerce of that State must be suspend- 
ind in our manufactures to have come forward with patriotism, |ed; public confidence must be destroyed; and her inevi- 
eat and to have submitted to a change which was rendered | table doom will be poverty and ruin, aggravated, perhaps, 
ry, inevitable by the altered condition of our finances. Had) by the reflection, that the arrow with which she is wound- 
fy such a course been adapted, we should have witnessed no|ed is ‘‘ feathered from her own wing.” But though, in 
for discontent in the South; and I appeal to gentlemen whe-| adjusting this revenue question, we ought not to be influ- 
ub ther they would not have secured for our manufacturers enced by the conduct, condition, or ultimate fate of South 
ffi- much higher imposts than they will ever be able to obtain | Carolina, there are some considerations which I trust will 
vill hereafter. The longer this adjustment is postponed, the| have their influence on every generous, every noble mind. 
bill more embarrassing will it be to our internal interests. 1) 1!f, sir, in discharging a great public duty, it should so 
ish pray gentlemen to reflect whether it can be for the inte-| happen that our legislating now might stay the uplifted 
licy rest of our manufacturers to have this question agitated arm of one of our countrymen, if it should stop the effu- 
ical from session to session. Let them consult our old and|sionof one drop of American blood, is there one, convinc- 
the skilful manufacturers, those who are unconnected with|ed of the propriety of this measure, is there one among 
ro politics, and a large majority of them will tell you, ‘*we/us so callous to every impulse of humanity, so dead to 
de- care not so much what your rate of duty be, but spare us| every lofty sentiment of patriotism, as to postpone the bill, 
hall the embarrassments growing out of your perpetual legis-| lest he might be suspected of yielding to South Carolina? 
nay lation, make it what you will; but establish your laws} Let us not, Mr. Chairman, mistake stubborn prejudice for 
the permanently, and leave us hereafter undisturbed.”’ Such, | stern patriotism; or, from some less respectable, less dig- 
and sir, would be the language of every man who depends on| nified motive, postpone our obligations to the country. 
ble his industry, frugality, and enterprise. Itis surely time,| Thét@@@te, however, other considerations more com- 
the sir, that we should cease to legislate on this subject. For} preli¢nsivewhich should not be overlooked; we cannot 
ity, seventeen years our manufacturers have been made, most| be # to passing events—to the disturbed rela- 
me wantonly too, the sport and victim of ambition. Not, sir, | tions ofthe Union; we cannot be ignorant of the cause of 
nce that noble passion, which seeks a glorious name by labor-| the discontent which now prevails from this to the bor- 
lich ing to increase the prosperity of nations, and to improve} ders of Louisiana, nor ought we to disregard the conse- 
uses the condition of the human ra¢e, but that contemptible | quences which may flow from it. It is difficult, sir, for 
3 to sentiment, which tempts us to make the industry of our/us to persuade ourselves that we have been, for many 
ore country subservient to political fortunes; to regulate our| years past, legislating on principles totally incompatible 
tion manufacturing policy according to the fluctuations of par-| with the confederate form of our Government. The ex- 
uty ties, and to advocate or abandon, as it may suit the pur-|tinguishment of our public debt has suddenly arrested 
No pose of the hour, any and every constitutional principle|the progress of such measures, and substituted for de- 
and or public measure proposed, in order to secure the short-| bates about woollens, cottons, iron, and sugar, questions 
ces: lived honor of administering the affairs of Government. It| involving not only constitutional powers, but the funda- 
: is, is time, sir, to make an effort to rescue our internal in-| mental distinction between a confederate and a national 
who dustry from the uncertain guardianship of such ambition,| Government. We are now, sir, in a new latitude; we 
ine from the questionable friendship of all such politicians, no| have a broad horizon; unskilful observations or false 
+? matter to what party they may belong. reckonings may lead us into difficulties and dangers 
num This measure is opposed, sir, upon another ground: it} which we are unwilling now to suppose possible. In 
the must be postponed to another Congress, because South| taking an enlarged view of the condition of our finances, 
F le- Carolina threatens to violite our laws! We cannot dis-/ of our form of Government, and of the object of the high 
ate charge our duty to our country, because South Carolina is} duties we have imposed, we must be convinced that, 
the about to engage in a war with our revenue laws! In ad-| whether wise or unwise, right or wrong, constitutional 
this justing our revenue to our expenditures, what have we to| or not constitutional, the benefits or injuries of high pro- 
6 to do with the terrors of her ordinance, or the defiance of|tecting duties cannot be commun to all the States, and 
d to her convention? Are we, sir, to be driven from our} that we must return to imposts for revenue, or abandon 
course, and to postpone our public obligations’? Are we to/all hope of preserving the Union in harmony and pros- 
July Continue some six or eight millions of unnecessary taxes|perity. Waiving all argument, let us admit that such 
that upon the country, because a portion of the people in one | measures are wise and just in France or Great Britain, 
tion of the four and twenty States have declared our laws to} would they still be so if these Powers belonged to a con- 
man be unconstitutional, and their determination to resist them?|federacy? Suppose that, in some convulsion like the past, 
nant Certainly not, sir. We are called upon to discharge the | the Governments of that continent were to be overturned 
i louble duty of reducing our revenue, and of adopting by some man greater than Napoleon—some second Wash- 
eli measures to execute our laws: for however unwise I may | ington; that, instructed by an admirable example, the 
bs f deem the latter, while they continue they must be execut-| various States of that continent had determined to set 
ae ed. No gentleman can be more opposed to this system | aside their partial alliances and leagues; had assembled in 
a ‘ than T am; I consider it the impoverishing offspring of pub-| convention, and voluntarily associated in one general 
Se le debt, which must perish when its parent dies. 1 be-| union; that they had resolved to terminate forever their 
+P lieve these laws to be unwise and unjust, but I cannot/internal wars by removing the causes, by abandoning 
ting persuade myself that they are unconstitutional. We have | their commercial restrictions, and by establishing a com- 
send bused the powers to levy imposts and to regulate com-| mon treasury, army and navy, for the common defence. 
ae vree, by imposing duties when they were not required! Suppose that Spain, Italy, Switzerland, France, Great 
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Britain, nay, all Europe, reserving t to reich State its juris-| 
diction over its internal concerns, had surrendered these | 
few but great powers to a common Government, and had | 
formed a European Federal Union, would it be wise or} 
just in France and Great Britain, forming with other} 
States a mere majority, under the pretext of levying | 
taxes for the use of the common treasury, to impose re-| 
strictions on the other members of the confederacy? 


Would any statesman sacrifice the rights of a part, and | our patriotism and justice; and that, in all our intern: _ lis 
the peace of all Europe, ina speculative experiment to|tinctions, whether resulting from geographical prejud 


force the growth of manufactures in one quarter of their 
Union? Not less unwise and unjust is this attempt of ours 
to apply this policy toa confederacy of States spreading 
over a vast continent, and embracing almost all the cli-| 
mates and productions of theglobe. We may appeal to 
past authorities; we may resist this reform from session to 
session, but a struggle to perpetuate this policy, if perse- 
vered in, Must terminate ina dismemberment or a conso- 
lidation of the Union; either of Which would be fatal to 
the peace and prosperity of our country, and would visit 
upon the people of this continent internal wars and all the 
calamities incidental to Governments de pending for their 
existence on military power—Governments ruling in de- 
fiance of public opinion. Continue this contest, adhere 
to past legislation, and you will have questions infinitely 
more alarming than nullification; you will hear more of 
the revolutionary doctrine of secession, and, what would | 
be equally fatal to the Union, you w ould have grave pro- 
Positions for a convention of the States. Whatever form, 
sir, a question of this kind may assume, whether of seces- | 
sion or convention, the contest between the North and| 
the South must inevitably terminate in ‘an appeal from } 
the cancelled obligations of our constitutional compact to 
original rights—to the law of self-preservation.” 


It is easy, sir, to avert all these calamities, and to put} 


an end to these debates about secession and convention, 
by revising our revenue laws with amity and justice, and} 
by adhering to the spirit as well as to the letter of our 
federal constitution. Reduce the revenue to the expen- 
ditures of the Government, arrange the taxes en equal 
and just principles, reform the abuses of past legislation, 


leave the States undisturbed in their jurisdiction over} 


their internal concerns, and confine our Federal Govern- 
ment tothe few but great powers necessary to defend our 


country, to extend our intercourse abroad, and to enlarge | 


the resources—the power and glory of the Union: make | 
these reforms in the administration of our federal con- 
cerns, and the peace of this American continent, and the | 
union of this great tepdblie, will continue undisturbed and 
unbroken for generations to come. 


Though other views have been, in this debate, attri-! 


buted to New York, these are the results which will in-} 
duce her to persevere in her efforts to adjust this question. 
To accomplish these great purposes, she will, as hereto- 
fore, when our Union was threatened, unite with the 
other members of our confederacy in a spirit of patriotism 
and justice. In some portions of our State we have anti- 
cipated the necessity of a change in our revenue laws. 

You have been told by the gentleman from Connecticut 
{Mr. Ixeersort] that a revolution of opinion commenced 
with us many years ago. We have since seen it extending 
into other districts, and spreading through New Hamp. 
shire and Maine. The time has now arrived when we| 
may allconcur. The condition of our finances, and the 
inevitable necessity of reducing our revenue, enadle us} 
to unite ina spirit of mutual concession to restore har- | 
mony and to preserve the Union. The attitude of our 
State is happy and imposing; she his no special interests | 
to tempt her to substitute local for general considerations; 
her associations, commercial and political, and all her at- 
tachments, are with the Union. Our opponents, perhaps | 
toe xcite the jealousy of the other members of the confe- 
deracy, have aaanee her with the title of the ‘* Empire 
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lState.” We disclaim any such distinction. We are iy os 
| debted to the bounties of nature, toa happily construct. fifths 
| constitution, a wisely administered State Governinen, expo 
|and the blessings of our Federal Union, for unparallele; cents 
| prosperity, for great power and resources. We are dolla 
|g: ateful for these, not that they may enable us to exer factu 
lcise any empire over the destinies of this republic, but of 30 
that we may win the confidence of our confederates } factu 

rests 
them 
or from the struggles of ambition, it may be our pro lion ¢ 
office to mediate between the North and the South, and quest 
to restore tranquillity to our country. prote 
Mr. IRVIN, of Ohio, then obtained the floor. | tution 
aware, said he, that much time has already been consun if th 
ed in the discussion of the provisions of this bill, and ths subje 
great anxiety exists with many members to bring it t riod | 
close as speedily as possible. I am also aware of the fact Jj duty 
that there are many other important subjects pending ndus 
here, wh'ch imperiously demand the attention of th of th 
| House; but the present is one of so much interest, and whic! 
calculated to make such deep and lasting impression: artich 
that I deem it a duty to claim the attention of the com ough 
| mittee, for a very limited period of time, while I expla most 
ithe reasons which will influence me in voting for o In 
against the provisions of this bill. lions, 
| Itis no part of my intention now to enter into the poli sum. 
of ori ginating asystem for the protection and encourag: lion « 
ment of manufactures made of materials which are pr millic 
duced in the country. That question has been so ! millic 
| peatedly agitated in this House, and in all the journals sake 
jthe country, that the reasons for and against it are no must 
}only familiar to every member here, but must be so to J of its 
jevery reading and intelhgent man inthe country. Ii ports 
succession of Presidential recommendations for fort be al 
jyears, and if a sutcession. of legislative enactments fo count 
ithe same period, can be regarded as indications of the HJ widd 
national will, then, indeed, we may with safety conclud have 
if any great question of political economy can become & corn 
the settled policy of the land, that this is one of that @ trade 
character, and cannot now be disturbed without doing i: our e 
calculable mischief. Perhaps there is nothing more yitull factu 
important to the well-being, to the happiness and pri neces 
|perity of the community, than stability in our laws a ceed 
institutions. If we adopt one policy this year, anot her whicl 
the next, and still another the succeeding year, it is utte five-s 
ily impossible to conform to each successive arrangement advoc 
and our laws, instead of conferring safety, will be rega: ceive 
jed as the idle emanations of the day, and must, a count 
jnecessarily will, sink into just and merited contempt try, ¢ 
In order to test the correctness of the positions he tratin 
assumed, I will advert to a few of the branches of indus for tl 
Itry which have been brought into existence by the chan 
|ducements that have been held out, and the protect for tl 
which has‘been offered to those who should embark i) be p 
them. We are.informed bya convention of the Perera MM thec 
jdomestic industry, which convened in the city of Ne reduc 
lYork in October, 1831, and I have no doubt of the c reign 
| re ectness of the statements, that there was then invest ca 
jin the growth and manufacture of wool, in the Unit wee 
|States, the sum of one hundred and sixty-seven million wise 
lfive hundred thousand dollars, and that the products fic ment 
the manufacture of wool were worth, annually, the s sion | 
|of forty million dollars. In coming to this conclusion, cosas 
jcrop of wool for the year 1831 was estimated at twenty furth 
million dollars, and its manufacture to the like sum. W redu: 
jare also informed by the same convention, that the cott of du 
crop of the United States for the year ending on the sible 
of October, 1831, amounted to 1,038,847 bales, equ r ins 
375,925,302 pounds, and that mere than one-fifth of 1! sothi 
| whole amount was cot sumed inthe United States. I nn | 
estimated that the product, allowing that it was increas - Ms: 
fourfold in the process of manufacture, must be fo this | 
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fifths of that of the cotton crop, equal in value to the whole} must enter into general 


export. If we estimate the cotton crop of that year at ten 
cents per pound, it would be worth the sum of 37,592,530 
dollars, the four-fifths of which being the value of the manu- 
factures from that article inthis country, amounts to the sum 
of 30,074,024 dollars. ‘These two branches of our manu- 
factures alone, without reference to the other great inte- 
rests which have grown up under the protection afforded | 
them by the laws, present an annual addition of fifty mil-| 
lion dollars to the productive labor of the country. The 
question, therefore, is not whether we shall originate a 
protective system, but whether we shall destroy insti- 
tutions which have sprung up under the fostering care 
ff the Government. It is, more properly speaking, a| 
subject in which is involved the inquiry, whether the pe- 
riod has now arrived in which it has become an imperious 
duty to destroy those fair fabrics of national skill and 
industry, and to transfer to foreigners the manufacture 
of the raw materials, and, with it, the fifty million dollars 
which are now made here from the manufacture of these 
articles. These are grave questions, of deep import, and| 
ought not to be approached hastily, nor without the ut- 
most circumspection. 

In 1830, our exports amounted to about seventy mil- 
lions, and the imports for the same period to nearly that} 
sum. In 1831, the exports amounted to eighty-one mil-| 
lion dollars, and the imports to one hundred and three! 
millions, making an excess of importation of twenty-two! 
millions over and above the exports of that year. For the| 
suke of brevity, [speak in round numbers. This excess| 
must operate asa debt, and cannot fail to drain the country 
of its specie or metallic currency to that extent. The| 
ports of th principal Powers of Europe may be said to} 
be almost literally closed against the breadstuffs of this| 


rhe oad 
country, which form the great staple commodities of the} 
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consumption. Those duties will 
principally be collected from articles of clothing, such as 
are used infevery portion of the Unien, which, perhaps, 
will distribute the burdens of Government more equally 
than.any other system that can be devised. 

If it has become necessary to make a further reduction, 
and at this time, then two inquiries present themselves. 
Have we the necessary information before us? and if so, 
are the provisions of this bill such as to commend them- 
selves to the approbation of the House? 

Previous to the investigation of the tariff of 1828, a 
committee of this House was required to collect such in- 
formation as might shed light upon the subject, and for 
that purpose was invested with power to send for persons 
and papers. The committee performed the duties as- 
signed to it, and furnished to the House a volume of tes. 
timony, collected from those who were best acquainted 
with the then situation of the manufacturing interests. 

At the last session of Congress, when the subject was 
again likely to be brought before the House, as early as 
the 16th of January, a resolution was offered to the House 
by direction of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
was adopted on the 19th, by which the Secretary of the 
Treasury was requested to collect such facts and informa- 
tion as might be in his power, of the extent and condition, 
generally, of the manufactures of wool, cotton, hemp, 
iron, sugar, and salt, and such other articles as were ma- 
nufactured to any considerable extent in the United States, 
and to report the same to the House during the session, 
and as early as might be practicable, for the information 
of Congress. And, in transmitting the information, he was 
also requested to accompany it by such a tariff of duties 
on imports, as, in his opinion, might be best adapted to 
the advancement of the public interest. On the 19th of 
January another resolution wa: offered to the House by 


Middle and Western States; and we now and at all times! the chairman of the Committee on Manufactures, by 
have imported as much as we export, and, owing to the| which the Secretary of the Treasury was required to ob- 
corn lawsand other obstructions in Europe to our export} tain information of the quantities and kinds of the several 
trade, itis believed to be utterly impossible to increase] articles manufactured in the United States during the 
our exports to any considerable extent. All the manu-| year; particularly those of iron, cotton, wool, hemp, and 
factures we now import, and all we make, are essentially| sugar, and the costs thereof; also, the quantities and costs 
necessary to our comfort and convenience; and if we suc-| of similar articles imported from abroad, during the same 
ceed in putting down the workshops of this country,| year, and to lay the same before the House. On the 27th 
which now furnish a supply of ciothing nearly equal to] of April the Secretary of the Treasury made his report 
five-sixths of the whole of our domestic exports, can the| to the House, accompanied by the information| he had 
advocates of this bill tell me from whence we are to re-| collected, and a bill for regulating the duties on imports. 
ceive a supply of clothing equal to the wants of the| The report of the Secretary, and the accompanying pa- 
country? And if other nations, by their skill and indus-| pers, were referred to the Committee on Manufactures; 
try, can supply the demand, can the advocates for pros-| and, on the 23d of May following, that committee report- 
trating home industry tell me in what way we can pay) ed a bill to the House, which, with some amendments, af- 
for the increased importations? As it now is, by an ex-| ter undergoing a most claborate discussion, passed this 
change of commodities, we find no difficulty in paying) House on the 28th of June, by a vote of 132 to 65. This 
for the manufactures of this country; but if they should| bill, after undergoing some amendments in the Senate, 
be put down, we shall be compelled to forego many of! and to which the House assented, received the approba- 
the comforts by which we are_ now surrounded, and be} tion of the President on the 14th of July, having occu- 
reduced to a still greater degree of dependence on fo-| pied the attention of Congress, in the manner I have stat- 


reign nations for the very necessaries of life. 

1 am decidedly of opinion that it is wholly inexpedient| 
to collect more revenue than is absolutely necessary for al 
wise and frugal administration of the affairs of Govern-| 
ment. If the practical effects of the act of the last ses-| 
sion will be the production of more revenue than is rest 
cessary for these objects, I am willing and anxious that a} 
further reduction should take place; but in making that 
reduction, I am as decidedly of opinion that the imposition 
of duties should be so regulated as to give the utmost pos- 
sible protection to the existing institutions of the country. | 
An adherence to this principle, in my humble opinion, is 
nothing more than the manufacturers have the right to de- 
mand, as they were induced by the legislation of Congress 
to embark in their present pursuits. Ifwe yield to them 
this little boon, it caniot operate injuriously to any, as 


the articles upon which the highest duties will be imposed! 


| ed, for nearly six months. 


It was framed with a view to 
protection and reduction, and perhaps no bill of the kind 
was ever sustained by such decided majorities in both 
Houses of Congress. These facts are here stated for the 
purpose of showing with what caution this interesting sub- 
ject has heretofore been approached, ani how guarded 
Congress has been, lest, by some inadvertence, an injury 
might be done to some one of the great interests which are 
now identified with our national and individual prosperity. 

The act of the last session was made to take effect from 
and after the 3d day of March next; and before it has 
gone into operation, we who voted for its provisions, are 
called upon to retrace our steps, and to lower the duties 
on protected articles, and to raise them on others not 
coming in competition with home productions. This bill, 
after the year 1835, imposes a duty of fifteen per cent. 


on imported wool, the cost of which does not exceed 
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eight cents the pound, and a duty of twenty per cent. on| Here, then, instead of reduction—and that seems to 
imported woollen goods costing more than thirty-five |be the order of the day—we have a new and additional du- 
cents to the square yard. By the law of the last session, |ty on three articles only, amounting to the sum of one 
an ad valorem duty of forty per cent. was levied on im-| million eight hundred and fifty-five thousand and twenty. 
ported wool worth more than eight cents the pound, |five dollars, over and above the duties imposed on the 
and a specific duty of four cents on each pound, and an|same articles by the law of the last session. These arti- 
ad valorem duty, with some exceptions, of fifty per cent., |cles require no protection. They come in competition 
was levied on imported woollen goods. 1 remember | with no production of the country to any considerable cx 
well, that, at the last session, great apprehensions were |tent; and were they wholly freed from duty, I am not 
entertained that the duty imposed on woollen goods would |aware of any injury that would result therefrom. These 
prove insufficient; and now, without a reason being as-| proposed increased duties, should the bill pass in its pre- 
signed for the change, and in the absence of all evidence |sent form, will seriously affect the protection given to do- 
showing the effect that the change may have on the ma-|mestic productions, inasmuch as that sum might be other 
nufacture of the article in this country, we are called up-|wise advantageously applied to their protection. I can 
on to vote for the provisions of this bill. If fifty per cent. lee no earthly reason for this change, and were there no 
at the last session was necessary to protect the great inte- |other objections to the bill than the one assigned, I would 
rests involved in the growth and manufacture of wool, |not give to it my support. There are, however, othe 
the reduction now proposed to twenty per cent., if adopt-|weighty objections to these new and increased duties, 
ed, may prove entirely ruinous to that great interest. We |growing out of their partial operation on different por- 
are, then, without the necessary information to guide us/|tions of the country. In Virginia, North and South Ca. 
to asafe result; and it will be far more advisable to post-|rolina, and Georgia, the population consists of 1,721,812 
pone this matter until the information is procured, than | whites, 1,248,290 slaves, and 77,298 free people of color 
now to take a leap in the dark, without knowing the con-|The whole population of the United States amounts to 
sequences that may ensue. 12,858,670, and of that number 2,009,050 are slaves, 
The bill now under consideration can claim for its pro-|and 319,576 are free people of color. These slaves use 
tection no such deliberation. The committee was ap-|neither tea nor coffee, nor silks to any considerable ex- 
pointed perhaps a week after the session commenced; and |tent, if any; while in the Middle, Western, and Northern 
on the 27th of December this bill was reported to the | States, there is scarcely a family in which these articles 
House, and, notwithstanding it so materially changes the |are not more or less in use. The practical effect, there- 
whole protecting system, it has not been referred to nor |fore, of raising the duties on these articles, is to throw an 
examined by the Committee on Manufactures, which is|unjust and unequal portion of the revenue on the non 
always selected with reference to that subject, and whose |slaveholding States. Taxation and representation ouglit 
members are presumed to possess more information in re-|to accompany each other as nearly as practicable. ‘This 
lation to manufactures than the members of any other |is in accordance with the genius and spirit of tie const 


committee of the House. This must necessarily be so, as 
they are in the habit of examining all matters of that kind 
which are brought before the House. 

I will now examine the provisions of this bill as propos- 
ed, and see if they are such as ought to meet with a favor- 
able reception from this House. 

The reduction of the revenue is pressed upon us as a 
reason for the hasty introduction of the bill, and it is also 
pressed upon us asa reason why it should as hastily be- 
come alaw. We are told that a reduction of the tariff of 
duties is loudly called for by many of the States, and that 
it is necessary to appease the angry feelings which exist 
in certain portions of the country. We have also been 
told by an honorable member of the committee, from Ten- 
nessee, that the time has arrived for action, and not for 
speaking; that a crisis has arisen in which the Union is 
endangered, and he conjures us, by our love of country, 


tution, and ought not to be departed from where it can 
be avoided. The constitution requires that representa 
tion and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the s¢ 

veral States which may be admitted within this Union, 
aceording to their respective numbers, which shall be de- 
termined by adding to the whele number of free persons, 
including those bound to service for a term of years, and 
excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of atl other per 
sons. Itis true that duties laid on imports do not.come 
within the rule here laid down for the distribution of d 

rect taxes; but it cannot be doubted that all taxes ought 
to be so imposed as to bear as equally as possible on every 
part of the Union. Three-fifths of all the slaves are here 
represented, which gives political weight in this House to 
\the portion of country in which they reside. This being 
the case, I am satisfied there is scarcely a subject that 
could be selected for taxation that would not bear more 


and by every patriotic consideration, to vote for this bill, lequally on all, and come nearer to the spirit and true 
which is to give peace and repose to the country. These |meaning of the constitution than that imposed on tea, cof- 
reasons, if left unexamined, might lead tothe belief that the |fee, and silks. There are other privileges and exemp- 
bill is, strictly speaking, a bill for redtietion. Every one, |tions in this bill more strongly marked than those already 
upon the slightest examination of the provisions of the bill, |noticed. By this bill, blankets which do not exceed se- 
must come to the conclusion that jt is not entirely of that | venty-five cents cost, and cloths or woollen goods which 
character, and that it is so framed as, unnecessarily, to take |do not cost more than thirty-five cents the square yard 
away the protection that might be afforded to the produc-jare admitted at a duty of five per cent., while blankets 
tions of the country; snd that it must and will operate un- |above seventy-five cents cost, and woollen gocds costii 
justly and unequally in the collection of the revenue. 
By the law of the lust session, tea imported in our own 
vessels from places beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and 
coffee, were admitted free of duty, and the duty on silks 
was greatly reduced. By this bill, a duty of one cent per 
pound is laid on coffee, which, according to the tabular 
statements that accompany the report of the committee, |slaves from paying a duty as high as is imposed on all 
will produce a revenue of $817,574 |classes, including the rich and the poor, in the non-slave- 
The proposed duties on teas will produce 415,167 |holding States? I am aware that the same feature was 
The proposed increase of the duties on silks jintroduced into the bill of the last session, but it was then 
will produce the further sum of - - 622,284 |done to put an end to the unceasing complaints made in 
the Southern portion of the country against the tariff. In 
$1,855,025 |that act the principle of protection was preserved. In 


Cr 
more than thirty-five cents the square yard, are admitted; 
the first at fifteen, and the latter attwenty percent. It is 
asserted, and I have never heard it contradicted, that the 
goods admitted under the five per cent. duty aréintended 
for the slave population of the South. Now, I ask, why 
is this distinction made? Why exempt the owners of 


Making, in all, an increase of 
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this bill it is abandoned, in a great degree, if not to an ex- 
tent that must prove destructive tc many of the best ma- 
nufactories in the country. ‘The concession was also made, 
at the last session, tu the South, with the view of secur- 
ing something like permanency to the protection afforded 
by law for the encouragement of domestic industry. This 
bill has no claims of that kind, and Iam unwilling, with- 
out a reason for so doing, to give my vote for any bill that 
isso partial in its operations, by increasing the burdens 
on the free States for the purpose of lessening them on 
the owners of the description of population I have named. 

There is another clause in the bill to which I cannot 
yield my assent, and that is the one which reduces the 
duty on salt to five cents the bushel. Ever since I have 
had the honor of a place in this House, not a session, I be- 
lieve, has passed away without something being attempt- 
ed in relation to the duty onthisarticle. As early as 1790, 
an act‘was passed by Congress imposing a duty of twelve 
cents on each bushel of foreign salt. By an act of 8th 
July, 1797, an additional duty of eight cents was laid on 
the bushel, and if imported in ships or vessels not of 
the United States, the like additional duty of eight cents, 
and ten per centum thereon. By an act of the 3d of 
March, 1807, these duties were repealed. After the last 
war, and at a period when the evils had been severely 
felt of not having a sufficient domestic supply in time of 
war, an act was passed on the 27th of April, 1816, impos- 
ing a specific duty of twenty cents on each bushel con- 
taining fifty-six pounds. That duty remained unchanged 
until the act of the 30th of March, 1830, which reduced 
the duty after the 3ist day of December, 1830, to fifteen 
cents, and after 31st of December, 1831, to ten cents. If} 
there be any article that is truly indispensable in time of 
peace and in time of war, it is salt; and if there be any | 
article which, above all others, ought to be placed be-| 
yond the changes which are incident to our relation with 
other countries, it is salt. Its use cannot be dispensed 
with by the rich nor the poor, and any tax or duty that is 
imposed on it, spreads itself over the whole face of the 
country, in a proportion, perhaps, more perfectly just 
than that on any other article. Why then seek to lessen 
the duty? Hereafter no more taxes will be collected than 
are necessary for the wants of Government, and if we 
pay a duty on salt, it lessens the duty on something else, 
and no one can complain of injustice, for all have to pay 
in proportion to their consumption. Under the protec- 
tion which has been given to the manufacturer of salt, | 
there is already invested a fixed capital of nearly seven| 
millions, in lands, furnaces, vats, &c., and the salt made 
in 1830 was very near four million and a half bushels, 
which is nearly one-half of the annual consumption of that 
article in the United States. After the sad experience of 
the last war, during which the price of the article was so 
much enhanced along the seaboard, I am not a little sur- 
prised to see the exertions that have been made to reduce 
the duty, and thereby hazard its future domestic produc- 
tion. It is with this as with other articles that are ma- 
nufactured in the country. It can be obtained by an 
exchange of commodities; but if we are left to pay the 
cash to foreigners for all we need, Iam at a loss to con- 
ceive where or to what market we should send our agri- 
cultural productions to raise the means of payment. In 
aftertimes the historian will scarcely be believed, who 
shall record the fact that this proud republic, with a po- 
pulation exceeding twelve millions of people, could not, 
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session of Congress, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. To sustain the assumption, he read to.usa 
few passages from some manuscript statements, and some 
others from a printed volume of evidence, which had 
not then been laid on the desks of members. Some of 
the witnesses, if such they may be called, stated that many 
of the manufacturers of woollen goods were making little 
or no profits, while others differed widely as to the ex- 
tent of profits that they severally made in their respective 
establishments, varying from seven to forty per cent. I 
think there is only one individual who stated that he made 
forty per cent. But from the testimony, taking it all to- 
gether, it is clearly established, that the business, gene- 
rally, has heretofore been unproductive, and ruinous to 
many. The member appeared to be conscious of this, 
when he exclaimed that the failures were ascribable to 
the want of skill and capital, and not to the want of pro- 
tection. Now I perfectly agree with the member, that 
the want of skill and capital may have been, and very 
probably was, the cause of many failures. This was to 
be expected in a new pursuit, and the whole scope and 
design of the protective system was to encourage the ci- 
tizens of this country to embark in a business measufably 
new and untried, and upon the protection of which our 
national independence and prosperity so much depended. 
The grand design was, to invite skill and capital to the 
country, and much has been effected; and if let alone, we 
shall have both skill and capital, and the business will 
flourish and become co-extensive with the wants of the 
country. At the time this testimony was taken, the act 
of 1828 was in force, and it was taken with reference to 
the provisions of that act, which afforded an average pro- 
tection of sixty-five per cent. In some instances it was 
as low as forty-five, and in others as high as one hundred 
and twelve, but the average protection was sixty-five per 
cent. The difference between the act of 1828 and the 
bill now under consideration, is forty-five per cent. Now, 
can it be pretended that no profits, or profits varying 
from seven to forty per cent., if such profits as the latter 
were ever realized, will justify the subtraction of forty- 
five per cent. from the protection afforded at the time 
these profits were made?’ It is very uncertain whether 
the losses in this business have not been as great as the 
profits, and it cannot be pretended that the average pro- 
fits have been any thing like that described by the wit- 
ness, who says that his amounted to forty per cent. The 
member then is not borne out in the assumption that the 
profits of the business justify the reduction. The ho- 
norable member also read some other passages, in which 
the persons state, or give it as their opinion, that if the 
frauds upon the revenue could be suppressed, and the raw 
material admitted under a corresponding duty, a clear 
protection of twenty-five per cent. would be sufficient. 
By this bill'a duty of fifteen per cent. is levied on wool, 
and twenty on imported woollen goods. It has been said 
that the cost of the wool is equal to half the value of the 
article manufactured from it. If this be so, the protec- 
tion afforded to the manufacturer is but twelve and a half 
per cent. If the duty on wool increases its price, the 
amount of that increase is so much taken from protection. 
Wool worth fifty cents will produce, when manufactured, 
a dollar’s worth of cloth. On that quantity of wool the 
duty is seven and a half-cents. ‘This, taken from the 
twenty cents-protection given to the manufactured article, 
reduces the protection to twelve and a half per cent. 


from its own skill and labor, supply its citizens with their} Now, I am at a loss to conceive how the member could 


daily raiment, nor with the quantity of salt necessary to| 
mingle with their provisions. At the proper time I will| 
move to strike this clause from the bill. 

One of the members of the committee has assured us| 
that the duty of twenty per cent. on woollens is a suffi- 
cient protection, and that he was justified in making the 
assertion by the evidence that had been collected at the last | 


arrive at the conclusion that a clear protection of twenty- 
five per cent. can justify a reduction to twenty, with a 
duty of fifteen on the raw material. He is equally un- 
fortunate in the assertion, that the provisions of this bill, 
and those contained in the act of 1816, are the same, and 
that the protection furnished, in the opinion of some of 
the agents or witnesses, is sufficient. After attempting 
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to show that a much larger sum is requisite, it would be complaints of others, who allege that the system of pro- 


a waste of time to attempt to defeat the assertion that a| 
lesser sum will suffice. 
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tection is oppressive. The assertion is made with appa- 
rent confidence; but how is it oppressive? What griev- 


We are told, as I have already remarked, by the same |ances are sustained in the South, that are not common to 


honorable member, that the time has arrived in which it! 
is necessary to act and not speak~-and that a crisis has! 
arisen which renders it necessary that we should speedily 
pass on this bill. Now I am at a loss to conceive what the 
member means by a crisis, unless he alludes to the dis- 
contents that prevail in a certain portion of the country. 
If the passage of this bill be necessary to allay those dis- 
contents, is he certain that he will thereby ensure peace 
to the country? Does he suppose that the Middle and| 
Northern States will quietly submit to the destruction of| 


\the whole country? We must have revenue, and if that 


revenue be collected in just proportions from every part 
of the land, and no more is collected than is absolutely 
necessary for the support of Government, who is there 
that has just cause of complaint? Were the principal 
part of the revenue collected from clothing alone, is it 
not an article in use wherever civilized man is to be found 
And if the revenue collected from it should operate 
equally, wherein consists the oppression? Were the 
whole of the revenue collected from articles of this de- 


their property to silence the complaints of others? scription, the South would still have the advantage, as in 

Ifthe passage of this bill, and its consequent effect upon |the North a greater quantity is necessary to protect the 
the manufacturing establishments of the country, should | inhabitants from the severity of winter. This is an ad- 
be such as to transfer the discontents from the South to} vantage however afforded by situation and a milder cli- 
the North, and if the really injured inhabitants of that| mate, and ought to furnish no cause of complaint to those 
country should take the very grounds now occupied in| whose fortune it has been to fall in those sections of our 
the South,and should engage in the actual assemblage of an| country where such advantages are denied to them. If 
armed force, to oppose the laws of the Union, would the! we seek to place revenue on articles not of general use, 
member then rise in his place and tell us that another |it becomes a contest for exemption from the burdens of 
crisis had arisen, and would he again conjure this House, |Government, which ought to be common; and in so do. 
by every consideration growing out of patriotism or love jing, instead of being just, we are seeking exemptions for 
of country, to restore the protecting duties for the pur- | ourselves, by casting the weight on others. In its present 
pose of preserving the integrity of the Union? If he will form, I cannot believe that this bill will receive the ap 
follow out his theory, he will find that it will not answer} probation of the House; for who ever heard of a nation 
in practice. He will discover that the National Legisla-|deliberately setting about the destruction, or of even 
ture, instead of being influenced by the general welfare, | hazarding the property of its citizens, and to such a vast 
will be governed by those who can make the most noise }extent? If accomplished, will it give peace to the coun- 
and the loudest complaints. I believe that the honorable ltry? J again repeat it, that I am for a reduction to the 
member is influenced by the purest motives, and it is no|absolute wants of the treasury; and if this bill can be so 
part of my intention to cast the least censure on him by | modified as to effect that object, and at the same time 
these remarks; nor is it my intention, on this occasion, to} give as much protection to domestic manufactures as the 
utter a single expression of unkindness or disrespect in| extent of the revenue will reasonably admit, it shall re- 





relation to the Statein which an unhappy excitement now | 
prevails. I would rather cherish the belief that the day | 
is not distant when the prevailing excitement will pass | 
away, and when the representatives of all the States will | 
again assemble here with those feelings of kindness and | 
affection which characterized the early legislation of the 
country: rather than embitter the future by unnecessary | 
severity of expression, it would be far more acceptable | 
to my feelings to cast the mantle of charity over our in-| 
ternal differences, and hide them forever from the view | 
of the world. But I cannot persuade myself into the be- 
lief that matters of this kind ought to have any influence | 
with us in the discharge of our duties. ‘The constitution | 
was intended for the general good; and, in legislating 
here, we ought to look to that. The whole scheme of| 
our general and local Governments is based upon the hy- | 
pothesis that the majority ought to govern, and we can-| 
not stand justified in bartering away the rights of the 
majority to gratify the wishes of the minority, especially | 
if the concession will be productive of no benefit even to 
the minority. 
We are also told that reduction must be made, and | 
that the tariff must come down. The manufacturers | 
are given to understand that their destruction will be} 
effected with great kindness—that they are not to be slain | 
upon the spot, but that they shall have the privilege of| 
gradually sinking down, and two or three years are allot- | 
ted for that purpose. ‘They are placed in the attitude of 
the convicted felon, who, when he finds he can no longer 
escape the offended laws, appeals to the mercy of his 
judge, and asks that the day of execution may be defer- 
red as long as possible. This humble privilege is now 
held out to our own citizens, who have invested their 
property, under the plighted faith of the laws, in manu- 
facturing establishments which now make more than half 
the raiment used in the country; yes, they are to go down 
forever, to gratify, in my humble opinion, the unfounded | 


ceive my support—but otherwise, it cannot. 

Mr. BURGFES now obtained the floor, and moved for 
the rising of the committee; but withdrew his motion to 
give opportunity to 

Mr. WILDE, who explained to Mr. Campretenga, at 
considerable extent, disclaiming all disrespect in his re- 
marks of last Wednesday towards the State of New York, 
her statesmen, or political parties. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, and 

Mr. VINTON followed, all explaining in reference to 
what had passed last evening. 

Mr. BURGES then renewed his motion, (at half past 
six,) which prevailed—Ayes 75, Noes 50. 

So the committee rose and the House adjourned. 


Saturnay, Janvary 26. 
TARIFF AGENTS. 

A resolution introduced yesterday by Mr. Annorp, 
calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for the names of 
the agents employed to collect testimony on the subject 
of the tariff, and the names, residence, and occupation of 
the witnesses whose testimony had been taken, and the 
compensation paid, coming up for consideration, 

Mr. VERPLANCK observed that he would not oppose 
this resolution, though he did not see its necessity. He 
had made it a rule to vote for all serious calls for informa 
tion, and, in following this rule, he had sometimes differed 


|from those with whom he usually acted in the House, and 


sometimes doubtless voted for calls for information which 
the House had already. Still he thought the rule a good 


< 


jone, and would continue to follow it. But the language 


of the present resolution seemed to intimate that there 
was a suspicion of unfairness or partiality in the selection 
of agents, or some abuse in the amount or mode of com 
pensation. It was, therefore, due to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to anticipate or prevent such an impression 
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Now, said Mr. V., there is nothing secret| Secretary of the Treasury. The names of these agents, 


or concealed in the matter, nor any thing of importance |and their various opinions, cannot but add weight to this 


that can be learnt at the Treasury which might not 
be learnt from the documents already in possession of 
the House, and which is not in substance known to the 
members of at least two of our standing committees, that 
on Manufactures, and that of Ways and Means. Having, 
on behalf of the latter committee, during the last session, 
prepared and reported the bill which, amongst other ap- 
propriations, contained provision for the payment of these 
expenses, I had myself occasion to examine their charac- 
ter more specially than most other gentlemen. When 
the Secretary of the Treasury reported his projet of a tariff 
bill last year, he sent, with his report, a copy of his circu- 
lar to the agents selected to coflect information under the 
resolution of this House. In this he had stated the allow- 
ance of compensation he proposed to give to the principal 
agents, leaving tothem the selection of assistants, and au- 
thorizing them to make other necessary expenditures. 
The allowance was six dollars a day, which, at first, 
struck me as large; but upon consideration of the short- 
ness of the time allowed, and the necessity of sacrifi- 
cing all other business to this, the committee had agreed 
that it wasnot unreasonable. ‘The selection of the princi- 





testimony. 

These agents were responsible for choice of subagents 
and the compensation allowed them, subject to the super- 
vision of the treasury. There is no ground for imputing 
any abuse here. An appropriation of seventeen thousand 
dollars, to cover all these expenses, had been made. 
When it was made, though large, it did not appear exces- 
sive, either to the Committee of Ways and Means, or to 
that on Manufactures, and had been explained to the full 
satisfaction, both of this House and the other. But if there 
is any complaint on that hand, I am happy to add that this 
sum has been found more than was needed, some of the 
charges of subagents having been reduced or rejected. 

With these explanations, which seem to me to be due 
to the character of the head of the treasury, I am quite 
willing that the resolution should pass. 

The resolution was adopted without a division. 


THE TARIFF. 
The House then went into Committee of the Whole 


upon the tariff bill, Mr. Waywe in the chair. 
Mr. BURGES rose, and addressed the committee in 


pal agents (upon whose character and intelligence and | opposition to the bill. 


choiceof subagents in the States, the value of the whole 


The nation, said Mr, B., has already seen the com- 


mass of information depends) had been made upon the|mencement of a new system in our policy and legislation 
fairest and most honorable principles, looking to the re- | ‘This measure is intended as a part, if not the final part, in 


presentation of both the great opinions upon the protec- 
tive system, and with utter disregard to party politics or 
personal patronage. Most of them were chosen on the 
recommendation of distinguished members of Congress 
of both political parties. ‘Thus, in Massachusetts, that 
distinguished champion of free trade, Henry Lee, had 
been chosen as one of the agents. 
clined. 
other opinions, who had served on this duty. Among 
these was Willard Philips, a leading member of the late 
tariff convention, an opponent of this administration, and 
a gentleman not less known for his general talent and in- 
formation than for his precise and conscientious accuracy. 

In the State of New York, Stephen Allen, of the city, 
and Allen Bronson, of Oswego, both Senators of the State, 
were first selected. 








that system, and, if carried into operation, will form an era 
in our Government no less memorable than the celebrat- 
ed statute of July 4, 1789. ‘That law was the beginning 
of our protecting policy; the first, and not the least dis- 
tinguished in a series of legislative measures, which have 
placed our country in a condition so prosperous. The bill 


He had, however, de-| naw under consideration is intended for the overthrow of 
With him were then associated gentlemen of|that great policy, and must, with its kindred measures, 


bring into our nation a chain of disasters and adversity. 

A wise man, who has enjoyed the blessings of every 
season, looks back upon them and their causes, from the 
confines of the old, before he steps over the threshold of 
the new year. Let us doso; and that we may indeed 
‘** be thankful for the past,” take a parting look at its be- 
nefits and their sources; and then, that we may provid 


Men of higher character or more|for the future, let us examine what that future, under 


practical knowledge and talent could not be found. They | the influence of this untried measure, is likely to bring 
had both declined, but on the pressing request of mem-|upon us. 


bers of this House, the latter gentleman had consented to 
serve, so far as to select the assistants, direct their inqui- 
ries, and sum up their results; for which he has neither 


\to put that Government into operation. 


Those men who devised and set up our present frame 
of Government were, many of them, called by the people 
if they had for 


asked nor received compensation; and his letter con-| gotten all debate in convention, they could, nevertheless, 
taining these general results has been referred to in de-| plainly read in the constitution itself, that legislative 


bate. Its ability, clearness, and good sense, can speak 
for themselves, without the aid of his respectable name. 


General Lynch, of New York, and other gentlemen con- 


nected with manufacturing interests, in political opposi- 


tion to the Secretary, had also been selected for particu-} 
lar information, and had received some compensation for 


their time and travel. 


In New Jersey, a former member of this House was 


selected as the general agent, on the recommendation of 
the chairman of the Senate Committee on Manufactures, 


(Governor Dickerson) whose zeal for those interests 


could not well be questioned. In the Secretary’s own 
State, (Delaware, ) he chose Mr.Gray, a zealous opponent 
of the adininstration, of which he was part. 


’n Pennsylvania, Mr. McLane had selected two gentle- 


men, distinguished by their country as the most ardent 


champions of the two sides on the great question, and 
both of them, as it happened, adversaries of this adminis- 


tration, Mathew Carey and Clement Biddle. 
Such are the men and the principle upon which they 


were chosen, and the selection is certainly honorable to 
the fairness and liberality, as well as the judgment of the 





| 
i 
| 
| 


of the nation. 


| power was, by the people, given to Congress for three 
| great purposes: 


Ist. ‘To pay the debts of the United States; 

2d. To provide for the common defence; 

3d. To promote the general welfare. 

No specified power was granted but for these three 


| purposes; and, to the same intent, the power to make all 


laws proper or necessary to the exercise of those powers, 


| was also given. 


To pay the debts of the United States, they could lay 
and collect direct taxes, or borrow money on the credit 
For the same purpose they might lay and 
collect taxes indirectly, by impost, duties, and excise. 
They could also raise money in all these three ways, to 
provide for the common defence. : 

For the common defence, too, they could raise and sup- 
port armies, provide and maintain a navy, organize and 
call out the militia, declare war and make reprisals. All 
other express powers were given to promote the general 
welfare. For this purpose was given your power of ex- 
clusive legislation in ce¢ i 
jnizing the judiciary ; 





rtain cases; youl power of orga- 


encouraging arts and science; esta- 
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blishing the mail, and regulating its movements; forming 
rules of naturalization and bankruptcy; fixing a standard 
for the medium, the weight and measure of all exchange 
of commodities; and, finally, your power of regulating 
commerce, by either imposts, or duties, or excise, or li- 
mitations, or prohibitions; and that, too, by all laws ne- 
cessary and proper for that purpose. 

All these powers are so inseparable from the general 
welfare, that, although they might of riglit have been ex- 
ercised by the several States, yet they never could have 
exercised them to any valuable purpose had the people 
not granted them to Congress: The power, therefore, to 
promote the general welfare seems to be the power todo 
for the benefit of the people whatever the States severally 
had a right to do, but could not, in a state of separation, 
perform. 

One of the most essential powers ever exercised by any 
Government, is nowhere expressly given to Congress by 
the constitution, and cannot be found in it, unless it be 
implied in the power ‘to promote the general welfare.” 
The constitution gives power to raise money for several 
specific purposes, and it gives the power also to promote 
the general welfare; but it nowhere expressly empowers 
you to raise money for the support of Government. 

Will any man deny that the power is given to Congress 
to raise money for the support of Government, or, for that 
purpose, to make any law necessary and proper to open 
either or all the five great sources of revenue, provided to 
enable us to promote the general welfare? Can we do 
nothing else by impost to promote the general welfare, 
but raise money to pay ourselves and other public ser- 
vants? Can we inno other way employ impost, or regu- 
late commerce, by laws necessary and proper to promote 
that welfare? Can we not, by those powers granted to 
Congress, and prohibited to the States, promote that wel- 
fare in all those ways in which independent nations may, 
or the several States could of right, promote the generdl 
welfare of their own people? Whatever each one of the 
several States could of right have done to promote the wel- 
fare of the people of such State, by the exercise of the 
power now granted to us, and prohibited to it by those 
people, we can now of right do, and are bound to do, for 
the same purpose. 

If each State severally could, by the regulation of 
finance and of commerce, so regulate its foreign inter- 
course as to encourage and protect its own domestic in- 
dustry, then, because the people of each and all these 
States have divested them of the exercise of those powers, 
and given them and that exercise to us, we can exercise 


the same powers, and are bound to exercise them for the | 


same great purpose. 

No State could, of right, before the constitution, hin- 
der any other State in the exercise of these powers, in 
this manner, and for this purpose; and, therefore, no 
State can of right, since the constitution, hinder Congress 
in the exercise of the same powers, in the same manner, 
and forthe same purposes. If, at the establishment of the 
constitution, no State had any interest requiring such 
hindrance, then this exercise of this power, in this man- 
ner, and for this purpose, was at that time necessary to 
promote the welfare of all. z 

If, therefore, any State now pretend to have any inte- 
rest requiring any such hindrance, that State must show 
that they in fact have such interest; and that, under the 
constitution, they have a right to create and establish the 
same. For it may well be doubted whether any State 
can in fact have, or can have any right to have and hold, 
any interest under the constitution inconsistent with the 
general welfare. Would not such an interest be a com- 
mon nuisance, and liable to public abatement? The slave 
trade, carried on between foreign ions by citizens of 
the United States, in American ships, with American 
c pital, was a great and lucrative interest It existed 
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before the constitution, and no power is expressly given 
by that constitution to interrupt that interest. By what 
power has that trade been prohibited? that lucrative in 
terest abolished? That trade was adjudged, by the states 
men of our country, to be inconsistent with the genera! 
welfare; and the whole concern was, therefore, abated 
and removed as a great public nuisance. 

Sir, you can raise money for the support of Govern 
ment, because, and only because, that Government pro. 
motes the general welfare. How then can that Government 
be called upon to promote or to preserve any interest 
inconsistent with that welfare? or how can you provide 
for the support of that Government, when, to promote 
that interest, it sacrifices that welfare? 

At the establishment of this Government, there was n 
interest in any State inconsistent with the general welfare 
for Congress, at that time, exercised the power to regu 


| late commerce by imposts, and did so regulate commerce 


first, to raise a revenue for the support of Government, 
and, second, to countervail the laws of foreign countries, 
and encourage and protect the labor and capital of the 
whole American people. 

The great law of July 4, 1789, in its preamble, de- 
signates the encouragement and protection of manufa 
tures only, because they were then behind other branches 
of production in growth, and more especially required 
the cherishing influence of a Government established 
‘*to promote the general welfare;” but this law, in its 
various provisions, reached and encouraged the products 
of land, capital, and labor, in each great department o! 
industry in every State of the Union. At that time, 
Congress announced to the nation, that impost placed on 
imported commodities, asa tax to raise money for the 
support of Government, was a constitutional exercise of 
their powers; and impost placed on like commodiiies, as 
a regulation of commerce, to encourage and protect ma 
nufactures, was equally constitutional, because equally 
necessary ‘*to promote the general welfare.” Wher 
this was done, every great branch of production, except 
sugar, now in the United States, had already been com 
menced, but not a voice in the nation called in questio: 
the principle of that law, or intimated that a solitary i1 
terest existed, or could exist, in the whole country, whic! 
might ever be injuriously affected by the use of it in its 
fullest extension. What new interest, since that time, 
has come into existence in these United States? Not to 
bacco, for that had long been cultivated in the country 
was then in Virginia, and was not only a great product 
for export, but, in some sort, a currency by which t 
exchange other commodities. Is it rice? Certainly not, 
for rice was, before the revolution, the great staple 
of South Carolina agriculture. Cotton, too, was then in 
existence in that State, but in the most helpless infancy 
of that existence. It stretched out its feeble arms t 
wards the nation; and, without power to speak for itself, 
|the whole delegation of South Carolina called on Con 
| gress to encourage its incipient growth. This was done; 
|and cotton was encouraged by a more efficient rate o! 
impost than was given to the encouragement ofany othe 
agricultural product in the country; for, in 1791, the 
|} export of it amounted to 189,316 pounds. In 1816, when 
| this production had increased in magnitude, when the ex 
| portation had reached 81,747,116 pounds, another cull 
|was made on Congress for encouragement; and then, for 
the first time, impost was used by this and the othe 
House to create a prohibition; and that prohibition was 
| created and set up to favor this then flourishing interest 
| Impost, rising from 75 to 100 per cent. placed on East In 
| dia cotton cloth, excluded nearly $0,000,000 pounds of 
cotton in that form from the market of our country, and 
secured toa like amount that market to the domest 
|cotton, then grown principally in South Carolina. TT! 
cotton-grewing interest was, therefore, one of the | 
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tional interests in 1789; al the encouragement or pro-| | amount. The imported commodity, with this increased 
tection of it, both then and in 1816, and of all other inte-| price brought into the market, encouraged the home pro- 
rests comprehended i in the general welfare, was neither | ducer to labor for the supply of that market, in the hope 
inconsistent with the constitution, nor adverse to that or | of receiving a price equally increased for his own pro- 
any other great interest of the South. duct. 

No, sir, the cotton-growing interest of the South, in} Did not impost produce that effect under the law of 
its youthful progress, received the che rishing encou-| 11789? Cotton was then imported into the United States 
ragement of Congress as an affectionate child receives| from Surinam; and was sold at not less than two shillings 
the care and kindness of a parent, with a gratitude warm| New England currency, equal to thirty-three and a third 
and apparently sincere. Why, then, is the nation, like} cents a pound. Impost, at the rate of three cents a pound, 
the good old Lear, ‘* whose frank heart gave all,’’ now | was, by that law, placed on imported cotton. Such cot- 
left by that South to feel ** how much sharper than a ser-| ton immediate ly rose in the market three cents, equal to 
pent’s tooth is filial ingratitude?” That interest has grown nine per cent. on its value in the domestic, and about 
to asturdy manhood, has reached the age ofindependence;/ twelve per cent. ad valorem on the price in the foreign 
and, like those savages who destroy the parent to relieve| market. A duty of six cents a pound was, by impost, 
the child from the burden of his support, now wages a| placed on manufactured Salehaieas of ten cents a pound on 
most unnatural war with the nation, because no longer in| snuff. Did not these duties raise the price of these com- 
want of encouragement and protection. modities, and so encourage home production to hasten 

Was the manufacture of cotton an interest unknown to| into the market and obtain these increased prices? This 
Congress in 1789? No, sir, it was coeval in its com-| increased price was intended to be the effect, and has been 
mencement here with the growth of that plant itself. | the effect of all laws made for the encouragement of do- 
rhe papers read by one of the Ways and Means Com-| mestic industry. How else could such laws give such en- 
mittee date the commencement of that manufacture in| couragement? Such encouragement has been the effect, 
1799; but this mistake of eleven years in the age of this}and will be the effect of all impost on imported com- 
great and absorbing interest of our country is but one | moditi es, so long as imported commodities are so abun- 
among volumes of error collected and reported in those| dant in your market as to regulate the price of such 
papers. Anevent in my life, never to be forgotten by} commodities, whether foreign or domestic. if the im- 
me, brought me to a knowledge of the origin ‘of this in-| porter set the price, and can command that price, he will 
terest, which enables me to correct this error. Permit/ charge whatever his imported commodity has cost abroad, 
me to speak as a witness concerning the commence-| with the cost of importation added, and the duty in addi- 
ment of a manufacture now not less important to the con-|tion to the whole. If the domestic producer place a 
sumption than the production of our country. | commodity equally good in the market by the side of the 

In the spring of 1791 I turned my back on the summer’ foreign, he will get the same price; and the whole duty 

delights of the plough and the sickle, and on the winter| will be so much encouragement to his labor and capital, 
smuscsbente of the cooper’s adze and driver; and, in the}in supplying the market. 

April of that spring, [ left the scene of the sports and| | Impost was intended to operate as encouragement, and 
labors of twenty-one years for the school of the Rev./in this manner upon domestic production, until, by its 
Vr. Williams; for the purpose of collecting some know-| long continuance and increased amount, such production 
ledge of those languages, by the mere scraps and frag-| had, by its increased amount, obtained the control of the 
ments of which, scattered in this hall the other evening, | d ymestic market. ‘Then impost, which had, by raising 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Wins] so instructed] | price, operated as encouragement, begins to produce 
thiscommittee. My first day’s travel brought me at even-| competition among domestic ‘produc ers, and to operate as 
ing to Shephard’s tavern, in the town of Wrentham. At} protection operates. ‘This comp< tition reduces price; and 
this place I found a cotton mill of a few spindles then! if impost be raised and sustained at the point of perfect 
in full operation. This miniature of what has since ap-| protection, giving and securing the whole domestic mar- 
peared ia our country was a little slip planted here the| ket to the domestic producers, competition will have its 
preceding summer, but taken from the parent stock, | perfect effect, and reduce price to its lowest rate. 

which had been planted two years before at Pawtucket} Has not this effect of impost, placed on imported com- 
falls, in the State of Rhode Island. The next year, pass-| modities, been produced? Was it not expected, and in- 
ing on the road from the school of Dr. Williams to Pro-| tended to be produced, when the law of July 4, 1789, 
vidence, I went through Pawtucket, and there, for the} went into operation? 

first time, saw the first cotton mill ever set up in the Unit- Machinery was then imperfect; competition, not only 
ed States. This had, as I understood, been in operation|in the United States, but in Europe, and between this 
more than three years. It is, therefore, known to me,|country and Europe, has perfected all the old patterns, 
th at the editor ‘of these papers has, from carelessness or jand invented and finished many new ones. The powers 
design, mistaken the age of ‘the cotton manufacture in our] of invention, set to work by competition, produced the 
country, at least ten if not eleven years. cotton- “gin, and more than doubled the productive powers 

Let no man, deceived by these papers, pre tend that|of labor in raising and sending that staple to market. 
this great interest did not commence in the United States} Our abundant and cheap lands render this principle less 
untilten years after the commencement of our system of| efficient in other parts of agriculture; but in this country, 
encouragement and protection. It was in existence be-| Wood’s cast iron plough, ‘and in England the scarifier, 
fore the mec ‘ting of the first Congress; and if the law of| the drill, and the threshing machine, have greatly abridg- 
July 4, 1789, e mbraced i in its provisions every interest then | ed labor, and cheapened production. 
in the country, this interest is eminently entitled to all} ‘The great improvements of the age have, under the 
their benefits. | influence of this competition, been made in machinery, 

What effects have been produced by this system of en-! put in motion by water or by steam, to facilitate manufac. 

couraging and protecting policy, whi ch were not intend-| turing, transportation, and travelling. Every effort in 
ed to b > produced by its operation? It was intended, 1st,|these improvements seems to have had but one object, 
to encourage, and thereby increase, the amount of do-| and that the diminution of cost, in every possible man- 
mestic production. To effect this encouragement, by im-| ner, by the diminished use of labor and capital in every 
post placed on imported commodities, the price of such | producti on. Your attention, sir, will not be called by 
commodities must be raised in the domestic market by| me, at this time, toany of the wonders effected by com- 
asum either equal to = ee t, or to some smaller| petition in any of the facilities given to travelling or 
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transportation. Permit me for a moment to illustrate the | system of encouragement and protection because it gives, 
effects of competition on the production of fabrics manu-|and gives abundantly, and gives cheaply, food, and cloth 
factured from cotton. ing, and shelter to the labor as well as to the wealth anc 

At the commencement of our great system of policy, |the leisure of our country? The owner of the slave com 
for encouragement and protection, the cotton was, at a/ plains, because—ay, sir, because of what? Because of the 


cost of six or seven cents a pound, picked and prepared | diminished price, not of clothing, not of bread, not of 
for the card, entirely by the labor of the hand. ‘his la-| provisions, not of sugar, not of iron, but of cotton. Sir, 
bor, if now expended on the eighty million pounds of |this is the great, the continuing, the increasing injury 
cotton wrought into cloth in the United States, would cost | wrought by our policy of encouragement and protectic) and | 
not less than five millions of dollars. To save this cost, a4 upon the owners of slaves. It awakens universal comp¢ man 
cotton picker has been invented. This performs the/tition, and crowds the markets of our country with all = 
work at so little expense, that it does not equal what was| kinds of commodities at the smallest rate of cost, at th; a 
formerly paid for carrying out the cotton to be picked by | most diminished amount of price. _ Cotton, the produc: rhe 
hand, and bringing it back when the work was done. ‘of their peculiar capital, has felt the effects of compe! a 
Cloth was, at first, woven in the hand loom, and six/tion, and, with every other product in the trading world, = v¥ 
cents a yard paid for the plainest and coarsest fabrics. | has been reduced in market price. Shall this system, { = 
The power loom was invented; and such cloths now cost) this cause, be destroyed? It was established to ena)! os 
a smaller number of mills for the weaving than the num-! our country to supply its wants at the cheapest rate wit) must 
ber of cents once paid for that work. | the most abundant quantity of all those commodities whi whol 
Twenty years ago cloths were bleached in this coun-! labor, and skill, and capital can produce. The systen . a 
try by the sides of rivers, in fields, by the application of| has hitherto performed this great work, and the accu ree 
water and sunshine. This operation cost one-half the |tions of its enemies are so many demonstrations that |! of : | 
price of weaving. Bleaching is now a chemical process, | hopes of its friends have not been disappointed in it par 
and the whole expense of it very inconsiderable. | Operations. aii 
The same .principle of competition has been applied! It was intended, I grant, by the encouragement an aa 
to the production of machinery itself, though its opera-| protection of manufacturing production, if not to augme . ae 
tion here has effected a less saving of cost in this than in the price, yet mightily to extend the market for agricu! a 
the fabrics produced by it; yet those who commence tural production. Has the system failed, or disappointes ae 
manufacturing now do realize from this cause a wonder- any of our hopes in this? Is not the agricultural mark: Poe 
ful advantage over those who began ten yearsago. At of our country extended, and extended too by the calls et 
that time, one million spindles, with their accompanying made in that market for its products by encouraged an fifte 
preparation, would have cost eighteen millions of dollars. | protected manufacturing labor and capital? * 
That number of spindles, and that quantity ofpreparation,| Does not the manufacturing East make in this mark: ses 
may now be had for perhaps less than fourteen millions. |a very efficient demand for the agricultural as well as n 2 le 
This competition, in this race of labor, which seems to) neral products of almost every State in the Union? Do dun 
be the very spirit of our age, has set every power of hu-| not the manufacturing labor, in working the capital of that re 
man invention at full work to apply all physical agents in region, call efficiently on Virginia for tobacco and flow ‘It 
aid of the human hand. Streams which, at the com-/on North Carolina for lumber and corn; on South Ca: Eur 
mencement of our system, were either idle and babbling lina, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi for cotton a: «iis 
brooks, or wild, ungovernable torrents, are brought up to rice; on Louisiana for sugar; on Kentucky, Ohio, a per 
labor, or broken into the work, and move forward in the| Indiana for beef, pork, hams, lard; on Mlinois and M fact 
service like powerful animals trained to the harness, and|souri for lead; on Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York { aa 
obedient to the voice cf the driver. ‘They require no! wool; on Tennessee, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania for pose 
forage to keep them in working condition; and when you|iron? Look into every State wherever manufacturi: poli 
have been at the expense of keeping their gear in repair, |labor is permitted to set a foot, or to erect a worksho; mf 
you have saved all other cost of theiremployment. What/and the operations of these establishments immediat fron 
has produced the skill, the perfected art, in every depart-| create in that place a new and efficient demand for whe 
ment of manufacturing production, so much superior and | products of the fields, the mines, the forests, and the fis! sche 
so much less expensive than any thing known, eitlrer in| eries of our country. and 
this country or Europe, when our system of encourage-| This manufacturing labor brings into this markct, won 
ment and protection was begun by the law of 1789? Sir, | exchange for all these products of all our other labor, all use 
all these wonders have been effected by competition; by | its own various fabrics, cheapened by their reduced c witl 
competition put in operation by that system in this country, | and abundant quantity, under the ceaseless operation o! our 
and by a like system, first of all in England, and after-| that spirit of competition first created and now kept aliy t 
wards adopted in France. Such has been the astonishing |in our country by our great policy of encouragement and 
effect of this principle on skill, labor, physical agents, | protection. 
machinery, and capital, in this and in other countries, that 


den 
and 
Sir, is there no benefit peculiar to our country found in cou 
commodities which we now export and import at a cost!a market at our own dvor, so supplied with domestic ma peti 
of seventy-five millions of dollars, would, in 1789, have|nufactured fabrics, and thus offered in exchange for t! fab 
cost two hundred and fifty millions of dollars if the labor| products of the land, and labor of our country in all ou cha 
of the world could then have supplied them for human| other employments? It was not forgotten in 1789, whe: witl 
consumption. we began our system of encouragement and protection and 

Sir, who complains of this diminished cost of produc-|that our country was distant three thousand miles fron mat 
tion in those necessaries of life, which enables the laborer | the looms and workshops of all Europe. Our supply « our 
to feed as well, and to dress better than any peer of the} manufactured fabrics, if brought over such a distance, mis 
realm at any time during the wars of the white and red| must of necegsity be charged with all the cost expended rep 
rose in England? Not the poor man. No, sir; but poor|in the several voyages made for that purpose. It wi 7 
men make no complaint; nor middling interest men; nor} believed by statesmen of that homely period of our his syst 
any of all those freemen who do the work, and fight the |tory that if we travelled three thousand miles to purcha wot 
wars of the world. Neither, sir, does involuntary labor| our shoes and stockings, many of us would, for want o! due 
complain, as I presume; for that labor may have some|the wherewithal, be compelled to go barefooted. Shoul En 
interest in the cheapness of some commodities. Who, | our country carry abroad to Europe raw hides, wool, iro! flo 
then, does complain? Who wages war against our great/and cotton, to be manufactured for our consumption, % clus 


| 
j 
} 
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Freight, charges, and insurance against the perils of the 
seas would only be equal to fifteen per cent. 

If we export other raw materials, or breadstuffs anc. 
provisions, to pay the labor of Europe for this manufac- 
ture, these would come to the consumption of that labor 
at a cost augmented by a like amount of freight, charges, 
and insurance. If labor be one-third part in the cost of 
manufactured products, then one-third part of this aug- 
mented cost would fall on their products manufactured 
for us: this would add five per cent. more to their cost. 
The cost of importations, at least fifteen per cent. more, 
must be added to the whole amount; and thus, at all times, 
in the most peaceable condition of the world, and when 
trade was perfectly free with all nations, the whole con- 
sumption of our country in foreign manufactured fabrics 
must, by our distance from Europe, forever have been 
encumbered with thirty-five per cent. charged on the 
whole amount, for the cost, charges, and perils of trans- 
portation. To this must also be added the war perils 
of this transportation. There has not been more than 
one year of peace in every two years sjnce the establish- 
ment of this Government. During three years of the 
time, our own country was engaged in war, and, in every 
other year, such was the character of belligerent contro- 
versy among the nations of Europe, that our commerce 
on the ocean was, while war existed between them, ex- 
posed to almost every kind and degree of belligerent 
peril. A premium covering the perils of war between 
the United States and any part of Europe is not less than 
fifteen per cent.; and if we admit war to have existed but 
one-third of the time since 1789, the insurance against all 
its risks on all our exports, and all our imports, would be 
at least five per cent. his adds ten per cent. more to 
the cost of manufactures, paid for by exported raw mate- 
rials, and imported for our consumption, 

It is, therefore, manifest that our distance only from 
Europe must, in the ordinary condition of nations, and in 
a state of perfectly free trade, charge not less than forty 


per cent. on our whole imported consumption of manu-| 


factured fabrics. To preserve our country from a cost 
so onerous to our future consumption, was one great pur- 
pose of our system of encouragement and protection. No 
policy, either free or friendly, established by other nations 
in relation to the United States, could ever relieve us 
from this burden. It was the glorious allotment of those 
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must ourselves pay the expense of this exportation. | market for these great staples of our country, whenever 


the policy of Europe should exclude them from the mar- 
kets of those countries. The wisdom of that provision 
can be equalled by nothing but by that folly which shall 
now destroy it. 

It was likewise foreseen that, without such a market, 
it would not be possible to preserve that independence 
which had then so lately been achieved. The staff of 
bread is the staff of power; and any nation which can de- 
fend her own fields, can control every nation which must 
be fed from them. What has been the fate of those na- 
tions which, without lands to supply their people with 
food, have striven for wealth and power by commerce 
alone? Ancient Tyre, Carthage, Venice, and Genoa, have 
given lessons to the world on this question; and by Eng- 
lish statesmen those lessons have been deeply studied; 
and they have carried the learning derived from those 
lessons into the policy and legislation of their own coun- 
try. Although thatnation controls the ocean, and might, 
by her fleets, safely convoy her corn from Hindostan or 
New Holland, yet never will she make it a part of her 
policy to draw her bread from any fields beyond the 
shores of her own glorious island. When population 
presses hard on subsistence, she will send out citizens to 
other nations, colonies to other countries. It is her poli- 
cy to export men; but it is not, and never will be, her po- 
licy to import corn: 

In the early stages of society, independence for bread 
is More indispensable than independence for clothing: for 
man, in a savage state, may subsist, unsheltered and un- 
clad, but he cannot continue life without food. Advanc- 
ed in civilization as we are, and with so many corporeal 
wants other than that of food, what independence, in po- 
litical power, could this nation retain while dependent on 
other nations for those clothes which are wrought into 
the every day garments of the people? Would those 
|nations hold no influence in making our laws? no power 
in the management of our elections? 1f England held in 
her hand our hats, now so needful to the very forms of 
legislation in this hall, and our other garments, not only 
jin name, but in fact, indispensables, would not the Ame- 
irican people have some cause to doubt the independence 
of our enactments, thus made by us bareheaded and sans 
‘culottes? Sir, next to that dependence, felt by the nation 
| when fed on the feeding nation, must ever be that depend- 
ence, which the American people would have felt, on the 


who first put this Government in motion, to devise a great | power and legislation of England, had that people drawn 
scheme of policy, which, in its progress, should feed, |our whole needful wearing apparel from the labor and the 
and clothe, and shelter, and accommodate every man, | looms of that island. 
woman, and child in the nation by our own labor, and the; We have been told by the South, in voluminous dis- 
use of those agents of production placed by the Creator | course on this floor, that such a mutual intercourse would 
within the limits of our own country, and in the reach of| produce the most amiable and christian relations and feel- 
our own hands. ings between the two nations. How may this be done? 
This system relieved our consumption from that bur-| The people of England will never cross the Atlantic to 
den of expenditure, and it moreover opened a market, | look for their bread in any ovens here in these United 
and provided a full supply of those fabrics in our own| States, If then we were wise enough to cross the same 
country, and thereby secured to our agriculture the per-|ocean, and walk into their workshops to look for our 
petual power of exchanging its own products for those | clothing, how should we succeed, when we have nothing 
fubries. By the removal of this great emporium of ex-|but bread to offer them in exchange? Nay, it has been 
change from Europe to the United States, it is placed) often insisted upon, both here and elsewhere in our coun- 
without the jurisdiction of all the laws, and restrictions, | try, that our policy is intended to produce a spirit of in- 
and prohibitions of the Old World; and agricultural and | dependence, unsocial in its nature, and hostile to the 
manufacturing labor may now meet in this great mart of| power of both nations. Mutual dependence would, as 
our country, and exchange their products without per-| we are told, unite the two people by a golden chain of 
mission from the English Board of Trade, and without a|commerce. Sir, I would not unite the American people, 
repeal of one provision in the corn laws of England. |by any tie of dependence, to any other nation on earth; 
This was one great purpose in the establishment of our nor, for all the countless millions of commercial wealth, 
system of policy. It was foreseen, in 1789, that the time | would I, by even a golden chain, bind this youthful and 
would come when not only our provisions and the pro- vigorous nation to the foot of the Britisa throne. | The 
ducts of our forests and fisheries would be excluded from | very birds of the air would teach us a lesson of more 
England and France, but that our corn, rye, wheat, and | wisdom: 
flour, then received, must also, in time, suffer a like ex-} 
clusion. It was the object of our system to provide a! 








‘© Would the young goldfinch quit hia native briar, — 
* For the bright cage o'er arch'd with golden wire 
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it was one of ‘the great purposes of our system of en-| ‘Fhe same principle which gives employment to all th: 
couraging and protecting policy, to relieve the American | labor of a country, by separating that labor into all the 
people from a dependence on foreign nations still more various trades by which the various wants of a nation may 
degrading. Those nations generally impose a duty on|be supplied, will encourage that labor to acquire the 
raw materials imported from foreign countries. In 1789, | greatest attainable degree of skill. 
by the English tariff, the impost duty on iron in bars was| Our system not only gives employment to the greates: 
thirty-eight dollars per ton, on wool thirty-three, and on} quantity of labor, and produces the greatest degree of 
cotton twelve per cent. Had not our Government esta- skill in every branch of production, but does, moreove: 
blished a system of encouraging the manufacture of such | call into use all the great agents of production bestowed 
materials in the United States, they would have been ex-/|on man by the Creator for his benefit and accommodation, 
ported; and, after paying these duties into the English | These agents are the earth, the water, wind, and stean 
treasury, they would, with that payment charged upon) Fertility is the great principle’of production peculiar to 
them, have been wrought into fabrics, imported into this|the earth. This principle 1s called into use by a demand 
country, and we, after reimbursing this English tax, must for food, and is more and more varied in its operations, 
have quietly worn these English cottons and woollens, and perhaps increased in its powers, as that demand 
and used this English hardware and cutlery. From the|grows more and more urgent by inereased population 
payment of this degrading tax, in support of the British |Men employed in mechanic, manufacturing, or commer 
Government, the framers of our system of national policy | cial labors, collect into hamlets, villages, towns, and cities 
intended to relieve the American people. | The lands surrounding these congregations of people ar 
The enemies of that policy would now repeal our great | cultivated to supply them, first, with bread, then meat 
system of encouragement and protection, and thereby in-|then vegetables, then fruits and fuel. This gives to th 
crease and perpetuate that tax. They would destroy | face of the ‘country cornfields, meadows, pastures, ga 
manufacturing labor, skill, and machinery in this country, |dens, orchards, groves, and forests. The fruits of th 
and compel the growers of wool and the makers of iron, | earth, consumed on the land which produced them, or in 
as the producers of cotton in the United States now do, |its neighborhood, encourage, nay, increase, its original 
to send their raw material to England for fabrication into | fertilitv. The sweepings of the city enrich the field 
woollens and hardware, that we may feel our dependence | around it; and even the smoke of its fires, rising into the 
on that nation in winter no less than in summer, in the |circumambient air, mingles with descending dews and 
North as well as in the South, when we plough our fields, showers, and gives a more vigorous growth and a deeper 
or when we sit at our tables and carve and cut up our|verdure to the grass of surrounding meadows. 
food. Let those people, the degenerate descendants of| Besides, this various production calls into use the va 
patriotic and independent parents, yes, let them, to ob-!rious powers of fertility. Instead of exhausting the earth 
tain British fabrics, submit to the payment of a British | by one continued repetition of the same crop, a change 
tax on their own cotton. Let the wealthy planter feel the | from one to another gives rest and refreshment to the soil, 
comfort of such a garment with such a mark upon it. No|and skilful rotations not only preserve, but increase origi 
one would take from him the luxury of this indulgence. | nal fertility. 
Southern beauty and fashion may adorn themselves in the| Compare the face of such a country with that of one d 
lawn of foreign looms, wrought from the snowy fleece of| voted to the production of cotton and tobacco, grown for 
their own sea islands. If they can forget their mothers, | sale in the markets of distant nations. You will see naked, 
who, like Roman matrons, would have melted down their \sun-burnt, steril old fields which died under the scourge 
own jewels, the ornaments of their youth and beauty, to|of these productions, and are now thrown out in barren 
defend the independence of their country; if they do not|ness and desolation; but where is the orchard, the garden, 
now seem to behold those mothers looking on them from |the meadow, the pasture, the sheltering grove? You may 
the realms of their blessedness with the eye of affection- | find the waterfall, but without the hamlet of white houses 
ate rebuke, why, sir, then may the patriotism of these |on its banks. Nowhere can you see the village spire, 
days, so much less devoted and unyielding, well look on jand from no hill does your ear catch the sounds of the 
them without a sigh of regret. | distant city, the echoing hammers in the hundred hand 
Our great policy of independence will indeed relieve |of her labor, or the roar of their thousand wheels. 
us from this degrading burden of English taxation, if we| Nor is fertility alone, of all natural agents, pressed into 
do not suffer the enemies of our system and the friends of | our service under our system of encouragement. ‘The 
the English system to prevail; and because we have, un-| wind, as a stationary power, is but little used in our coun- 
der our own system, completed the payments of our own try, so abundant in waterfalls. The wind is, nevertheless, 
debts, now abolish it, and adopt the English system, that }rendered more useful by our labor than merely to blow 
under it we may be compelled to aid for centuries in pay- | ‘round upon this pendent earth,” purify the air, and re- 
ing the debts of England. \fresh the animal and vegetable world. The sails of our 
In the establishment of our system of encouragement | navigation are filled with its powerful volume; and ou 
and protection, in 1789, it was known that such a system |commerce, both coastwise and foreign, is thus transmitted 
would, in the progress of its operation, call into employ-|on the wings of the wind, from port to port in our own, 
ment all the labor of our country. Men labor in any vo-|and from region to region in almost all other countries. 
cation, to supply their own wants; and they will not con- A system was once proposed to our nation, by which all 
tinue their labor beyond that original purpose, unless they our labor might be recalled from the ocean, and, by cu 
can exchange the surplus of their production for that of|ting off one great branch of employment, leave the total 
some other man which they could not produce them-| transportation of all our products to the skill and fidelity 
selves. The markets of the world are supplied by these |of foreigners. Our nation was cither not wise enough, o1 
surpluses, and it is the certainty of exchanging them that | too wise, to adopt this policy; but chose to continue her 
ensures their production. This principle originates all |own factor in the little and the great marts of the world 
trades, and parcels out all the labor of a nation into all Sir, there may be those who regard rivers as so many 
kinds of employments. If all cultivate the land, there |conduits contrived to carry back to the ocean the waters 
will be abundance of food. Who would raise corn or|raised by evaporation, and sent down in dews and show: 
make shoes to sell, where every body raises his own corn | ers to refresh the earth. By our great system, the weight 
or makes his own shoes? It is only by the encouragement | of these waters has been collected, and turned in their fall 
of all trades that all trades can live; and by the furnishing | upon the wheels of machinery; and in this manner mil- 


of all employments alone, that all the labor of the nation | lions of instruments, made to facilitate the operations of our 
can be employed. 
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Ww here waterfalls conant for the instruments of war , wr Se: the saieablaie of labor. 


be found, or could not be applied, steam is generated and| If, now, war break out, it is not for plunder; cities are not 
brought into employment, with like powers, and for the| given up to pillage; captives are not sold for slav es; ter- 


same and other purposes. 

These powers applied to machinery do, in effect, mul- 
tiply the human race, and give to us now the benefit of 
the labor of millions not now, and who never will, be in 
existence. They multiply the power of the human hand, 
some twenty, some fifty, and some a hundred fold. Eve- 
ry one person laboring with the aid of these machines is 
equal to fifty persons working with the hands only; every 
one hundred to five thousand; and every one hundred 
thousand to five millions. Who would not cherish a sys- 
tem which calls into service powers so abundant, but so 
useless without this system? In the little State of Rhode 
island, with no stream forty miles in length, the water 
power is believed to be equal to that of 17,000 horses. 
The water power of the seven States south of the Poto- 
mac probably equals the whole animal power of all the 
horses on earth; and, if harnessed to well constructed 
machinery, would, in the hands of skilful mechanics, per- 
form more work than could be done by three hundred 
millions of people. 

Sir, it was to employ all our labor, elicit all our skill, 
perfect all our machinery, and bring into use every agent 
of production, the power of the earth, the water, of wind, 


ritories do not change owners; men return again with 
eagerness to the habits of peace, and do not look to the 
labors of the camp, but to those of the plough, the loom, 
and the sail, for emolument and wealth. No vestige of 
ancient war among independent christian nations now re- 
mains, unless it be in those fragments of slavery, which, 
perhaps, neither sound policy, nor justice, nor piety itself, 
can tear away from the texture of that society where they 
are found. Iflabor, therefore, and not the sword, be the 
great staff on which nations lean for support and for wealth, 
then should it be their great policy to call their whole labor 
into employment, improve its skill to the utmost point of 
perfection, aid that skill by every kind of machinery which 
may save the consumption of labor, and support the ope- 
rations of that machinery by the power of all those agents 
placed within our reach by Him who has committed the 
destiny of every peuple on earth to their own keeping. 
Wealth is power; and the defence of every nation de- 
pends on its wealth. The wealth ofa nation is its labor, 
its skill, its machinery, its abundant control of all the 
great agents of nature employed in production. A great 
store of goods, laid up for many years, was the wealth of 
a fool; but such a store is the poverty of a nation. A 


and of steam, that our great system was begun, and has/ great annual consumption alone can ensure a great and 


heen carried on towards perfection. Must we, who have 
already harnessed and broke these rude a agents of nature 


wildness, because men in other parts of the country 
choose to stand idle on the banks of their native streams, 
and refuse to start these their powerful teams in the 
course of labor and competition with us? God forbid 
that industry should be controlled in her Jabors by indo- 
lence; or that this nation should unyoke these our gigan- 
tic powers of production, and naked-handed enter into 
competition with the laborers of the world, aided, as they 
are, by every agent of nature, instructed by every pro- 
cess of science, and made skilful by every improvement 
of art. 

Sir, in this age of the world, the wealth of nations de- 
pends on their labor. There was a time, nay, for many 


ages, plunder was the great resource of nations. The} 


first kingdom established on earth was: sustained by the 
conquest and pillaye of many nations; and ‘* great Baby- 
lon, the glory of the Chaldean empire,”’ was built arid 
adorned by the spoils of all Asia. The exorbitant wealth 
of one nation, thus obtained, gave an example to the 


world, and awakened the ambition, and sharpened the | 
until the Assyrian was conquered and| 


avarice of others; 
plundered by the Persian, the Persian by the Macedo-| 
nian, and he, at last, devoured by the Roman power. 
The wolf which nursed their founder seems to have given} 
a hunger for prey, insatiable, to the whole nation. 
haps there was not a house, nor a temple, between the| 
Atlantic and the Euphrates, which was not plundered by | 
some one of that nation of marauders. 

Sir, the tide of ages, century after century, had rolled | 
over the last fragment of Roman power; 


was disseminated by the press, before men seemed to be- 
lieve that our Creator had, in fact, announced to the first 


of our race, that ‘* by the sweat of his face man should 
It may be difficult 
to enumerate all the different causes which changed the 


” 


ea’, his bread all the days of his life. 


character of the nations of Europe. 


others should do unto them.” 


precept, men have sheathed the sword, 


Pe P| 


the light of | 
science dawned on the world, and a knowledge of letters! 


No one cause has} 
done so much in changing that character from war and_| 
plunder, as that pure, meek, and quiet philosophy, which | 
has taught all men to ** do unto others as they would that! 
Rebuked by this divine 
and put their 
hand to the plough; they have mined the earth, and not 


augmented annual reproduction. The labor of a nation 


lc can no otherwise be sustained than by a consumption of 
into the work, must we turn them loose again, in all their| its products. 


The products of human labor, in food and 
clothing, like the fruits of the earth, are annual; and God, 
in his wisdom, has adjusted human wants to its powers of 
production. Like the bread from heaven, that the Giver 
might not be forgotten, the dew of every night produced 
the crop, and the labors of every day gathered in the 
harvest. 

What but a mighty phalanx of labor, an almost bound- 
less power of consumption and reproduction, has defend- 
ed, and now sustains England in all the athletic vigor of 
| the most glorious days of that extraordinary nation’ Men 
who speculate on the duration of nations seem to assign 
to them the several periods of human life—youth, man- 
hood, old age, final dissolution. They draw their conclu- 
sions from the nations of antiquity, and apply them to 
those of modern times. They forget that those ancient 
nations were like beasts of prey, which find an enemy in 
every living thing, and must be, sooner or later, circum- 
vented by stratagem, or overpowered and destroyed by 
force. Producing nothing by‘their own labor, and con- 
suming all which, by violence, they could plunder from 
the labors of others, their whole existence was a burden 
to the human race, and they were finally destroyed, as a 
|common nuisance to mankind. Not so with England: she 
is a glorious example of the self-subsisting, the all-pro- 
ducing, and all-defending powers of labor. With a valor 
| purely Spartan, she builds no wall against the wars of the 
|world. Her little island, accessible at a thousand points, 
and often within gunshot of the embattled fleets of her ene- 
mies, has not, for more than seven hundred years, been 
stepped upon by a hostile foot. What has enabled her to 
do this? Her untiring labor; her unrivalled skill; her un- 
| equalled machinery; her exhaustless apital, and unbound- 
ed control over all the agents of production. Her goods, 

wares, and merchandises are in all the markets of the 
world; and wherever she wants a tongue to speak to her 
| cause, ora sword to be drawn in her quarrel, if such things 
can be found in those markets, she can command them. 

This manufacturing nation did, in the last war of Eu- 
rope, exhibit a spectacle never before seen by the world. 
She stood alone against the embattled continent; and, 
at last, with her own spindle and distaff, demolished a 
despotism, an iron pyramid of power, built on a base of 
all Europe. 
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ld, and cease * to! brought into the market. In years of fair importation, if 
be mighty in power?” Can any other nation escape the the domestic consumption of woollens be seventy millions, 
influence of that power, and stand independent of its the domestic production supplies more than nine-tenths 
controlling arm? No; unless, by a countervailing system) part of it. Ifthe cotton consumption be sixty-three mil. 
of policy, that other nation, like the first Congress of the/| lions, the domestic production supplies eight out of nine 
United States, call into employment all its own labor;| parts of the whole. It may be difficult to ascertain, so as 
perfect the skill of that labor; and place in its hands all) to state with exactness, what parts of the whole iron and 
the aids of the artificial and physical agents of production.| steel, consumed in the United States, are produced and 

What then was our great countervailing system, found-| placed in our market by domestic labor; but we know 
ed by that Congress, on the law of 1789, and, since that! that the iron, in 1830, amounted to nearly $14,900,000, 
time, built up, and carried on towards a perfect struc-| A few more years, under our great system, with its prin- 
ture, by so many other laws, made for the encourage-|ciple fully sustained by our legislation, will render the 
ment and protection of our own labor, and so many | American people, both in peace and war, independent of 
enactments in every branch of legislation, designed to} foreign nations for every other necessary fabric, as they 
promote the general welfare, under the great policy of|now are for ships to transport their commerce, or to de. 
that system? | fend that commerce on the highway of nations. 

Sir, that system, which though it shall exist nowhere} The effects of our great system of encouraging and pro. 
else, will live in history; that system was a great scheme |tecting policy on the manufacturing industry of ow 
of burdens and benefits; Government, supported by bur-| country, may be seen by examining the reports made by 
dens imposed on the labors of the people, and the people, various committees appointed by a convention of the 
in return, benefited by the labors of Government. \friends of that industry, assembled at New York on the 

If, henceforth, the Government cease from such labors, | 21st of October, 1831. These reports refer to the year 
and the future bring nothing worthy of national gratitude, | 1830, and are, in their fidelity and detail, equalled by 
indulge me, I pray of you, sir, while I recount a few of! nothing of this kind in our country. In these reports, 
those labors; for ‘‘we cannot but remember that such | perfect accuracy cannot be attained; but all who examine 
things were, and were most precious to us.” them will find an approximation to that point sufficient) 

If the system was one which, as the gentleman from! near for all the fair purposes of debate, and all the aids of 
New York [Mr. CamBpretenc] says, no statesman would | honest legislation. 
have adopted, he should remember that Hamilton, and| The amount of fixed capital employed for 
Ellsworth, and Madison had not the benefit of hiscounsel.| manufacturing cotton in the United States 
For though in esse in 1789, he was thought much less of} was, in 1830, equal to - - - $44,014,924 
then, if possible, than at this time. | The circulating capital equal to - - 14,712,000 

In 1789, all the young interests of our country were in| 
their infancy; and the Government, like a most kind) Being equal to three-fifths of the amount of 
parent, took them by the hand, and cherished them with} the expenditure annually made for raw 
care and solicitude. From that day up to July 14, 1832,| materials and wages, which is equal to 


Sir, can such a nation ever grow c 


when the last law regulating duties upon imported mer-| $24,522,000, and making the total capi- 


chandise was approved, the records of congressional la-| tal, . - 

. bors are covered with statutes made for either the direct| 

or incidental encouragement and protection of all these | The total product, in that year, was - 32,036,760 

interests. On this great question, the Executive recom-|The expenditure for wages was 

mendations to Congress are full of demonstration; the equalto - - - 12, 155,72: 

votes of the Senate are full; the votes of this House are} The amount paid for raw mate- 

full; and the debates in both Houses are full, and abun-} rials, ° - - 12,366,277 

dantly show the extent, the confirmation, and, until with-| Deterioration and repairs of fix- 

ina few years, the universality of this great system of} tures, say one-half of fixed 

policy. You have extended the principle of encouragement| capital, at five per cent. per 

and protection to your manufactures, your agriculture,| annum, is equal to - 1,100,000 

your fisheries, your navigation, your commerce, as well} The annual deterioration and re- 

foreign as among the States and with the Indian tribes;| pairs of the other half, being 

and you have made the regulations of coin and currency,| the machinery, at ten per cent. 

the national defence, both by sea and on the land, the dis-| is equal to - - 2,200,000 

position of the public domain, the payment of the national | - —- 

debt, parts of this great system of encouraging, and pro-| Total expenditure, - - - 27,822,000 

tecting, and employing the whole labor and skill of this| 

nation, and bringing into their use all those agents of| Amount left after deducting total expendi- 

production which nature may have bestowed or art might! ture from total production, is - - $4,214,76 

devise to facilitate the efforts of that labor in all parts of| === 

the country. | This balance, if no other charge be made on the annual 
The encouragement to manufacturing and mechanic | production of this manufacture, is equal to seven per cent 

labor has been so persevering and efficient, that, in several | and a small fraction. 

departments of production, the labor and skill of our| It should not be forgotten that this whole statement re- 

own country do abundantly supply the domestic market;|fers to the year 1830, a year of light importation, not 

and in these departments that labor and skill are effec-| much over seventy millions in all commodities: of cottons, 

tively protected. Among these may be found shipbuild-| not exceeding seven and a half millions, with an export 

ing, the manufacture of cut nails and spikes, of carriages] of those fabrics equal to $1,500,000; and of domestic 

and parts of carriages, of glass and glassware, of jewel-| cottons equal to 1,300,000 dollars. In this uncrowded 

lery and plated ware, cabinet furniture, saddlery, shoes, | market, profit rose to seven per cent. What must it 

boots, and hats. The manufacture of cotton and woollen| have been in 1831, when over 103,000,000 dollars, in all 

cloths, of iron, hardware, and cutlery, has been greatly | commodities, were imported, and of that amount upwards 

encouraged, and has increased with astonishing rapidity, | of 16 millions were cottons? Price and profits in our cot- 

and to a vast amount, whether we regard the capital in-)ton productions, like all others, depend on demand and 

vested, the labor employed, or the amount of production| supply. In this year, nine millions over the supply of the 


- - - $58,726,924 
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ssciiene year were ‘thrown into the aisha, aa must eapital used in all ene different ‘leu of sendastion. 
beén grievously felt by that arm of our: industry in} Wages equal to $20,415,000 are yearly earned by these 
our country. people; and their annual production, after paying these 
Ihave made no account here of the effects on manufac-| wages, and all disbursements for raw materials, together 
turers produced by the advancement of skill and the per-| with repairs and deterioration of capital, leaves a surplus 
fecting of instruments in the manufacture of machinery of about 7,265,000 dollars, being, also, like the cotton and 
itself. It is admitted that this progress has, in the last ten | woollen production, a fraction over seven per cent. profit 
years, reduced the cost of machinery fifty per cent. Here for the year. 
is a loss of five per cent. per annum on one-half of the| To all these may properly be added the labor employed, 
fixed capital invested in the cotton production throughout | and the land and capital used, in raising wool: because 
the United States. If Southern planters now commence |these are absolutely necessary for the woollen manufac- 
this manufacture, they will find that the 1,246,503 spin-|ture. Twenty millions of sheep, in the United States, 
dles which, with their preparation, have cost the North| worth at least 40,000,000 dollars, are fed on the grass, 
twenty-one millions of dollars, would, at this time, cost|hay, corn, raised on six million five hundred thousand 
them not more than fourteen millions. acres of land, worth ten dollars per acre, and equal in 
It is seen that the amountof wages paid by the manu-|amount to 65,000,000 dollars. The culture of this land, 
facturers of cotton equals $12,155,723; and that this|and the care of these sheep, will employ one hundred 
amount is annually distributed among one hundred and|and ninety-four thousand men, for such a part of the year, 
thirty-five thousand people, men, women, and children, |as that their wages, they furnishing their own subsist- 
being about $89 annually to each person. Of this amount, |ence, will equal about eighty-nine dollars each; and 
it is believed that these ‘working people do, by their un-| amount, in the whole, to about 17,266,000 annually. 
wearied economy, save, annually, not less than one-fourth | The product, in wool and increase, may amount, on an 
part, or more than $3,000,000. The remainder is con-|average of years, to 25,000,000 dollars. This leaves a 
sumed on their annual support. About one-ninth part, | profit of 7,734,000, or nearly seven per cent. annually on 
or one million, secures to them the benefits of shelter and | the capital. 
lodging, three-ninths, or three millions, furnishes their| It is thus seen that the progress of this great system of 
clothing, and five -ninths, or five millions, supplies their food. | policy has, since its commencement, gathered into all the 
The capital employed in the manufacture of woollen| various classes of mechanic and manufacturing employ- 
cloths is not less than the amount ames ed on cottons, | ment, not less than seven hundred and twenty-three thou- 
which, as it has been stated, equals $58,726,924. The|sand working people. If you add to these the builders 
details of this manufacture are diverse, and quite variant |of houses, and the builders of ships, you may leave un- 
from those of cotton; but, in many respects, so alike, that | counted the women and children employed in lighter ma- 
no injustice will be done in the great question of employ-| nufacturing labor, and still number more than seven hun- 
ment, wages, production, and profits, by regarding the dred thousand working men—men who earn wages, and 
cotton, in many respects, as a basis for calculations on the | support families of not less than four persons each. Here 
woollen manufacture. are two million eight hundred and seventy-two thousand 





People employed are one hundred and sixty-two thou-| people, the vigor and strength of the nation, made pros- 


sand. perous by the operation of our great system of encourage- 
Wool consumed, worth = - - - $26,000,000} ment and protection. 
Other raw materials, - . - 11,000,000} ‘These people keep in useful and productive employ- 
Wages paid, - - - - 14,418,000] ment, as capital, ndt less than 312,453,848 dollars. ‘They 
Annual expenditure for repairs and deteri- furnish, in various fabrics, a yearly mass of production, of 
oration, - « . - « 3,300,000 )a v alue equal to 160,969,520 dollars; give to the owners 
—_—_—_ —— | of the capital so usc di by them a return ‘of profits amount- 
§ 1,718,000 | ing, annually, to 23, 428, 520 dollars; and earn for them- 
Fotal value of annual production, 58,952,760 | | selves 64,284,723 di lars, as the wages of their annual la- 
naa bors. ‘This has been effected, under this cherished sys- 
tem of policy, in the short space of forty-four years from 
- $4,214,760/and after its first establishment. This, sir, 1 say, this 
: “== |has been done almost exclusively in mechanic and ma- 
This gives a profit of seven per cent. on the capital of|nufacturing industry; but, at the same time, encourage- 
about 58,000,000 dollars employed in the woollen manu-| ment, extended to agriculture, has given to labor a won- 
facture. derful impulse in that great department of industry. Dis- 
These two great employments of labor, operating by|tant from other countries, and abounding in cheap and 
two -hundred and ninety-seven thousand people, using | fertile lands, a small impost excludes the agricultural pro- 
$117,453,848 of capital, paying more than $26,000,000 }ducts of other nations from our markets. Excluded, as 
in wages, working up of raw materials nearly $50,000,000, |the breadstuffs and provisions*of America aa must be, 
and annually producing fabrics worth at least $87,000,000, | from Europe, either by laws or intervening distance, no- 
to be distributed for consumption to the whole nation in| thing could so much increase their production as the open- 
all parts of the country, are still but a part of the greatjing of a great manufacturers’ market for them in this 
employments of such labor, now operating in our coun-|country. That market is supplied, exclusively, by the 
try, under one great system of encouragement and pro- | agricultural labor, using the agricultural capital of our own 
tection, Other classes of manufacturing labor use capital |nation. The amount of this labor and capital may be es- 
in other kinds of production. It will be found that such |timated by the amount of this supply; and this supply 
lavor employs not less than 7,000,000 dollars as capital, |must be commensurate with the efficient demand made 
in making salt; 20,090,000 in hats; 10,000,000 in shoes and jin this market, by that manufacturing labor of our coun- 
boots; 10,000,000 in manufacture of leather; 5,000,000 |trv, which earns wages, and purchases with those wa- 
in that of glass; 7,000,000 in cabinet ware; 6,000,C00|ges household accommodation, clothing, and food, for all 
in carriages; 20,000,000 in iron and steel, and manufac-|who depend on that labor for shelter, dress, and sub- 
tures of each; 5,000,000 in saddlery; and 10,060,000 in |sistence. 
jewellery and plated ware. Not less than two hundred| It has been seen that the annual amount of wages earn- 
and thirty -two thousand people are annually at work with|ed by mechanic and manufacturing labor is somewhat 
this 100,000,000 dollars yested in all the various kinds of|more than sixty-four millions of 


Balance of production, over and above ex- 
penditure, - - - 


dollars. If one-fourth 
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sink of that amount be sanity sattndi still forty- eight! 
millions will be left for consumption. If one-ninth part} 
of that amount be required for shelter and lodging, and! 
three-ninth parts for needful clothing, then five-ninth 
parts, or nearly twenty-seven millions of dollars, will re- 
main for the annual purchase of food. Here, then, is a| 
clear effective demand, within our own country, for food, 
amounting to twenty-seven millions of dollars annually. 
This demand has been created by the encouragement of| 
manufacturing labor; and this demand has encouraged 
and does encourage, agricultural labor so to, extend its 
production as to supply this demand, and realize this 
whole twenty-seven millions of dollars annually, as a pro- 
fit on the capital.employed to effect that production. 
What amount of labor and capital must go into operation| 
to effect this purpose? What quantity of land, and of| 
what value; what instruments of cultivation, and of what 
cost; what number of men, and at what expenditure for 
their wages, have been, and now are, called into employ- 
ment, to feed this manufacturing labor, and realize this 
annuak profit of twenty-seven millions of dollars? We} 
have seen that manufacturing industry realizes annually 
about twenty-three millions of dollars as the profits on 
capital. To effect this, the capital used exceeds three 
hundred millions of dollars; the labor employed is more} 
than seven hundred thousand hands; and more than sixty -| 
four millions of dollars are annually paid in wages. Does} 
the agriculture of our country annually realize a profit of| 
twenty-seven millions of dollars, by feeding the manufac-| 
turing labor of our country? Then that agriculture does 
use for that purpose more than three hundred and sixty-| 
six millions of dollars as capital, and employs more than| 
eight hundred and ninety-two thousand persons in all the| 

various labors of the field, and pays to them, in w ages, 
more than seventy-tiine millions of dollars annually. These 
agricultural working men feed themselves and their own 
families; and not less than four persons are subsisted, 
clothed, sheltered, and lodged, by the effective labor of| 
each one of them. Here are three millions and a half of 
people employed in all the honest and wholesome vo-| 
cations of husbandry, and, by our great encouraging sys-| 
tem, sustained in a condition of existence, both moral and| 
physical, far more prosperous than that of any other agr i-| 
cultural people in any other region of this earth. 

Is it not a great and a glorious system which has produc-| 
ed such effects?’ Were not they statesmen who laid the| 
foundation of this system? And they, too, were they not} 
worthy of all praise, who have, piece by piece, built up! 
the whole superstructure, and thereby peopled our land 
with so much labor and skill, furnished so much mutual 
employment for that skill and labor, aided, as they are, | 
by so many instruments of toil and agents of production?| 
What a market is here, in our own country, supplied by 
this system, from the labors of our own lands and work- 
shops, with all the nourishing fruits of the earth, and all 
the needful fabrics of human skill! 

Nor is this all. Our great system of encouragement 
comprehends every class of labor, and every source of 
wealth. The seas teem with abundance, and no prudent 
nations have ever neglected the encouragement of their| 
fisheries. England and Holland have encouraged and 
protected them, both asa source of wealth and as a nur- 
sery of seamen. The United States adopted this policy 
as a part of their great system, commenced by the law 
of July 4, 1799. I shall quote none of the laws enacted 
for that purpose, but merely call on the committee to 
look out on the ocean, and view their countrymen strain- 
ing at.the line, or hurling the harpoon, on every sea, and 
under eveny latitude. ‘The bare tonnage floating these 
sojourners of the de« p around the world, has cost more 
than ten millions of dollars; and they, by their ceaseless 
and perilous labors, draw five millions annually from the 

rich chambers of the ocean. 
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The shipbuilding trade of the United States was earli. 
est among the labors of the country cherished by ow 
great system of encouragement. By the law of July 20, 
1789, all vessels thereafter built and owned by foreigne: 
shall, on the entry at any port of the United States, pay a 
duty on their tonnage equal to fifty cents per ton; whik 
vessels thus owned and built in the United States shal! 


| pay thirty cents only per ton. This discriminating tonnag: 


duty has, from that time to the present, operated as pe: 


| fect protection to the whole trade of American shipbuild 


ing, and totally excluded foreign built vessels from the 
sh'p market of the United States. What has been th 


leffect? Precisely what the founders of the system must 


have foreseen. Not monopoly of profits to American shi; 
builders; nota monopoly condition of their work whe; 
finished; not a monopoly price for their fabric to th 
No, sir, in this, as in all othe: 
branches of protected industry, every thing is performed 
under the exciting and perfecting spirit of competitio: 
The ship market of our country, supplied exclusively by 
American industry—a market every way and entirely di 
mestic, is supplied at a cheaper rate per ton than a: 
other ship market in the world. Is the work well don 
re the models skilfully designed? Ask the mariners o 
every sea. ‘They will tell you whose ships can hold th 
toughest and most successful controversy with the wind 
and the waves of every ocean—whose ships transport th 
most burdensome freights, and whose ships win thei 
passages with the speediest expedition. Who, in marin 


architecture, has surpassed the American model? What 


nation sends out on the ocean her maritime commerce, 01 
her naval warfare, in ships of finer form or more succes 
ful movement, than those of our own country? 

The whole navigating interest of the United States has, 
in like manner, by provisions made in the same law, bec: 
cherished and carried forward under our great system of 


| encouragement and protection. All vessels, neither buill 
|nor owned in the United States, must pay fifty cents, 


while all vessels, American built, and owned by Amer 
can citizens, pay but six cents a ton on their entry at any 
port of the United States. In the coasting trade and 
fisheries, this duty was, by American vessels, paid 
once a year; while foreign ships and vessels paid th 
same duty on every entry. <A higher rate of duty, pa 
on merchandise, when imported in foreign vessels, gay 
another encouragement to American navigation. In : 
these several ways, the navigating interest has been ch 
rished and encouraged under our great protecting sys 
tem; and, although, under certain treaties, and by a1 
peal of certain parts of the law laying tonnage duties o¥ 
vessels of the United States, some foreign vessels may e1 
ter into our ports without paying duty, yet such vessel 
can import no merchandise of the produce of countri 
other than their own, nor take any share in the coastin 
trade of the United States. Notwithstanding these seve 
ral relaxations in favor of foreigners, American navigatior 
isnow perfectly protected, and, under that protection, 
has continued to flourish, beyond all parallel in othe: 


|countries, or in former times. 


Commerce, no less than navigation, has been embrace 
within the fostering principles of our national system } 
encouragement and protection. Whatever could be donc 
by regulations, in aid of foreign commerce, has been e! 
fected. ‘To secure the transportation of that commer 
from country to country, you have given the ship maste! 
a control over the persons ‘of all mariners who may ente! 
into any written contract with him to perform any vo) 
age. You have, in return, provided for the subsisten« 
the health, and the co mpensation of such mariners. Y« 
have inscribed a character of nationality on all your ship: 
and so regulated their lading that their cargoes shall at 
quire a lke character; and, when the American flag is 
| hoisted oyer them, all nations are informed that the U nite 
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are forever put to silence. Congress has the same power 


broad ensign. You have further protected their com-| ‘to regulate commerce,” either with foreign nations, or 
merce, by sending out consuls and commercial agents to among the several States, or ‘« with the Indian tribes.” 


all the maritime nations of the earth. Noris this enough. 
The diplomatic relations established between the United | 
States and so many other nations have no purpose more! 
important than the protection and security of American 
commerce. Sir, that commerce is guarded in every sea, 
and the great highway of nations, covered with your go-| 
ing out and returning commerce, is thus secured from 
every port in our own country, to every harbor of every 
other country, by the guns, or the flag, or the fame of 
your navy. 

This commerce is moved, in all its exchanges, by an 





immense capital. Not less than eighty-five millions of 
dollars are continually employed in all its operations. If 
prosperous in the outward as well as homeward voyage, | 
it may, in each, realize ten per cent. on the capital; and | 
this, after supplying a revenue annually to those concern- 
ed in the trade, equal to eight million five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, adds an equal amount to their capital, to be 
invested in that, or some other employment of the labor 
of our country. 

Commerce among the several States was not forgotten 
when a system was to be established for the encourage- 
ment of all the labor of the American people. This com- 
merce moves every where, and in all directions, by roads, 
railways, rivers, canals, and coastwise from end to end of 
our country. All your appropriations for surveys, during 
the last ten years, have been made to encourage this 
commerce. All subscriptions to canals had the same 
great object. Why have you, at such cost, dredged the 
Ohio, the Mississippi, and other rivers? To encourage 
and secure the movements of commerce among the States. 
For what other purpose have harbors been improved, 
channels marked out, breakwaters erected? Not only to 
direct the mariner returning from foreign regions, but to 
show to him his way from port, and conduct your coasting 
trade from one State to another, has your whole mari- 
time frontier been lighted up, from east to west; and the 
same beacons, for a like purpose, are now beginning to 
blaze along the rivers, and on the shores of the great lakes 
of our country. 


The amount of this commerce is immense. It compre- } 


The law ‘*to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes,” made and approved March 30, 1802, has 
erected a wall of brass around the whole territory of those 
tribes lying within the territory of the United States, and 
has excluded every citizen thereof from all commercial 
intercourse with any of the people of those tribes, unless 
under a license for that purpose granted, and after bonds 
given not to abuse the power granted by such license. 
All merchandise transported into this protected Indian 
territory without such license, is liable to forfeiture; and 
all persons unlicensed, found within the same, are liable 
to punishment. 

The power of Congress to enact this law has never been 
questioned. Congress has received, by the constitution, 
the same power, ‘‘to regulate commerce with foreign na- 
tions,” and ‘‘to regulate commerce with the Indian tribes.” 
Congress can, therefore, under the power granted by the 
constitution, place the same restrictions on the one which 
it can place on the other. The whole system of commer- 
cial regulations, whether in respect to foreign nations or 
the several States, or the Indian tribes, are alike derived 
from the same grant of power; and all have the same great 
ultimate object—the promotion of the general welfare. 

Thus, sir, has our great system of encouragement and 
protection, commenced in July, 1789, raised up and car- 
ried on towards perfection the manufactures, the agricul- 
ture, the fisheries, the navigation, and the commerce of 
our country. Legislation in aid of all these might, never- 
theless, have been useless; it would certainly have been 
much less efficacious, had not Congress, at the same time, 
exercised its great constitutional control over the national 
medium of exchange. 

Congress have power ‘* to coin money, to regulate the 
value of that money, and of all foreign coins used in the 
country.”’ Literally speaking, Congress could, in regu- 
lating the value of money, merely enact what quantity of 
silver, and of what fineness, should constitute the money 
unit, the silver dollar of the United States; that the dol- 
lar should contain four hundred and sixteen grains of sil- 
ver, twenty-two parts pure, and two parts alloy; that 
gold should be fifteen times as valuable, being of equal 


BREE I et 


hends not only all the surplus production collected from | weight and fineness, as silver; and that two hundred and 
all parts of the country to be sent abroad, together with |seventy grains of gold, twenty-two parts fine, and two 
all commodities imported in return, and distributed, in like | parts alloy, should be coined into our eagle, and be of 
manner, for consumption, but it likewise comprehends all | equal value with ten silver dollars. This regulation of 
those various products which are moved in all directions |the value of money could have relation to nothing but 
from the producer to the consumer in all parts of the | the purity and separation into parts of the metallic mo- 
country. The amount cannot be less than ten times the |ney of the country. The commercial value of money 
amount ofall our domestic productions exported to foreign | would, after all, depend on the quantity in market, com- 
countries. That may be annually equal to about sixty-|pared with the demand for it. 

five millions; and, if so, the commerce among the States} When our Government first went into operation, and 
cannot be, annually, less than six hundred and fifty mil-|ever since that time, money, that is coin, has not been the 
lions of dollars. ‘The encouragement of this commerce |medium of exchange, but merely the basis of that medi- 
consists in lightening, by every possible means, the cost|um. Unless Congress could control that medium so as to 
of its transportation. This can be done by internal im-| make it, at all times, convertible into money, the basis 
provement alone ; that is, in roads, railways, canals, and|of it, a power to regulate coins or money, would be use- 
rivers, freed of all obstructions, either permanent or ac-|less, because the medium of exchange would not be re- 
cidental. ‘This has been the great system of encourage-| gulated in its value by those coins or that money. 

ment extended to commerce among the States, under the| What, then, is the medium of exchange, and how may 
great constitutional grant of power to regulate that mand Br be regulated by Congress? ‘This medium is that 
meree, and to expend money for its encouragement and| which circulates from hand to hand, and is used, with a 
p’otection; on the same principle that money, in immense |small quantity of metallic money, for change, to buy and 
sums, is annually expended to encourage and protect |sell all the commodities of the country; it isthe currency, 
commerce, under a like grant of power to regulate that|and consists of all those written promises to pay money, 
commerce. either on demand or at a time, which may be transferred 


The constitutional grant of power, made to Congress, 
‘to regulate commerce,” has nowhere been so perfectly 
explained by unquestioned legislation, under the grant, 
a3 by the law made to regulate commerce with ‘the In- 


by delivery or endorsement, or in any other way suffi- 
ciently facile fur the purposes of commerce. It may be 
divided into four classes: bank bills; promissory notes, 
payable on time; bills of exchange accepted, but not pay- 


dian tribes.””. Here the claims of the free trade school|able; bonds; and, last of all, ce rtificates of stocks. 
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The debts of individuals and corporations thus make| rious productions. In the one case, the currency of the 
the currency of the country; that currency will be sound) Government, created for revenue purposes only, may be 
if all parts of it may, at the pleasure of those who hold|a surplus added to the national currency; and, by its 
them, be converted into money. If it cannot be so con-| abundance, reduce the value of the whole. In the other 
verted, then that currency will be depreciated. If banks| case, the Government and the labor of the country will 
issue more bank bills than they can, in the ordinary Course | 


have but one currency; and the total amount of it, in- 
of business, redeem, bank bills will cease to be converti- creased or diminished, from day to day, throughout the 


ble into money, and will depreciate in their market value.| year, will, at all times, be equal, and no more than equal, 
This will, more or less, affect the soundness of all other /to the demand daily made for so much currency as will 
eee of the currency, and depreciate its value. Money | satisfy all demands for payment, and enable the whole 
aving ceased to be the basis of the currency, cannot re-| buying and selling community to make all their daily ex. 
gulate its value. Congress will have utterly lost, for/changes of all the products of labor, land, and cupital 
every useful purpose, the power to regulate the value of| throughout the whole country. 
money, as a medium of exchange, or as the basis of that; The Bank of the United States has been such an insti- 
medium. | tution. It has enabled Congress so to regulate the value ot 
Before the currency shall, by the overissues of banks, | ‘*money” in the United States, as that such money has 
have become so abundant as that those banks can no) been as a basis of the currency of one uniform value in al! 
longer redeem their bills on demand, that abundance will| parts of the country; and the issues of bills in that bank, 
have greatly reduced the value of the whole currency. |and all its branches, have been so regulated, and that re 
If, from any cause, at any time, banks add one-twentieth, | gulation has so controlled the issues of bills, in all other 
one-tenth, or one-fifth part to the amount of their bills in| banks, in all the States, that neither the abundance no 
circulation, the value of those bills, and of the whole cur-|scarcity of the currency has, at any time, materially af 
rency, whether in gold and silver, promissory notes, bills| fected the market value of that currency: that currency 
of exchange, bonds, or stocks, will fall in value five, ten, | has been of equal value, at different times, and in distan 
or twenty per cent. The basis of that currency, the} places; and the value, the commercial level of our circu 
coined money of the country, will be found in the same} lating medium, has been very nearly on a level with that 
condition—-reduced in value by the reduced value of that | of the great commercial world. 
representative of it, which, at any time, may be dollar for| ‘The revenue of the nation has been colleeted and dis 
dollar exchanged for it. For so long as the circulating | bursed in all parts of the country; and this has been done, 
bank bills of the country may be exchanged dollar for) not only without loss to the public, but in a currency so 
dollar for any of the promissory notes, or bills of exchange, | uniform in value both in different places and at different 
or bonds, or stocks, or silver dollars, or gold eagles in the | times in the fiscal year, that every two men who have 
market, so long will they all be of one equal, uniform) paid or received each an equal number of dollars anc 
value. That value will not depend on the quantity or|cents, have each paid or received an amount of mone) 
fineness of the silver in a dollar, or gold in an eagle, but) precisely equal in value. The cost and risk of tran 


upon the abundance or scarcity of those dollars, or ea-| porting gold and silver from a place where they are not 


gies, or of bills which may be exchanged for them in the| wanted to a place where they are wanted, is, in the com 
market of the country. |mercial world, denominated exchange. This exchange 
Little benefit would, therefore, have been derived to the | has been, beyond all expectation, in amount, reduced by 
trade of our country from the power of Congress to coin| the operations of this bank and its branches. If a man, 
money, or to regulate the value thereof, either in the fine-|in Providence, wished to place ten thousand dollars, 
ness or quantity of silver or gold in doilars or eagles, un-| silver coin, in the hands of his correspondent in New 0: 
less some other power, given by the constitution, might/leans, he must, thirty years ago, have put it on shipboard, 
enable that Congress to place some limit to the power of|and paid freight, insurance, and charges for the trans 
issuing bank bills, and thereby controlling the value of} portation of it from one of these cities to the other. At 
such coined money. The founders of our great system) this time, he merely delivers his ten thousand silver dol 
of policy soon foresaw these things, and discovered that|lars to the cashier of the branch bank in Providence, a 
Congress, to regulate the value of *‘ money,” and render | receives the draft of the President on the branch bank 
it a circulating medium, or the basis of such a medium, | of New Orleans, in favor of his correspondent, and remi 
must institute some establishment by which the issue of/it to him to be paid in dollars in that city. For this accom 
bank bills might be so controlled as not only to render} modation, the cost is probably less than the insura’ 
them, at all times, convertible into ‘* money,”’ at the plea-| would have been, had he shipped the silver money, and 
sure of the holders, but also to adjust the supply of those} sent it thither by water transportation. 
bills, by the amount issued, so exactly to the commercial} Such are the arrangements of the bank and its branch- 
demand for currency in the market, that no abundance |es, so perfect is their system, and so exactly can the offi 
or scarcity of that currency could, at any time, either so}cers of the institution, from their knowledge of all the 
raise or so lower the value of it in our market as to affect, | business of the country, ascertain where gold and silver 
injuriously, the labor and capital of the country in any of| will be wanted, when and in what quantities it will be 
the great branches of national mdustry. | wanted, that not a dollar is ever transported uselessly 
For these great purposes, Congress very early esta-/ from once place to another. Much transportation is saved, 
blished the Bank of the United States as a branch of the} and what must be done, at the smallest possible cost. Gold 
great encouraging and protecting system. It was neces-|\and silver, under their operations, seem to have obtained 
sary to render this institution not a treasury institution, !a kind of commercial ubiquity, and orders for transmit 
established merely to create, from time to time, a medium mmé 
for the payment of the revenue, but a part of the great 
system of labor in the country, established to regulate the 
value of that coin and currency by which all the products 
of that Jabor must be measured and exchanged. As a| 
treasury institution, its issues of bills must be controlled 


ting, from man to man, immense amounts of value, are 
sent by the mail from city to city, without the risk of rob 
bery. The wisdom.of these provisions has superseded 
all the cunning of human transgression; and he who now 
plunders the mail will earn for himself the peril and the 
infumy of the crime, but no booty other than a few scraps 


by the demands of Government for revenue; but, as a 
part of the institutions of the country, formed in aid of | 
labor, its issues of bills would be adjusted to the demands 
of that labor for a currency by which to exchange its va-| 


of paper, useless to all men except their lawful owner 
Nor are the operations of this great branch of our na 

tional system of encouragement and protection confinec 

to the currency and exchanges of our own country. Our 
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trade with foreign nations often leaves us with a balance} This defence, provided under this system, will not be 
due from us to them. This balance has been often dis-| found in a condition like that of your armies in the last 
charged without sending abroad our money, the basis ofour| war, dependent, as they were, on your enemy for their 
currency; sometimes with the stocks of this bank, and, to| blankets, the only covering which separated their unshel- 
some extent, with the bills of it. For the bills of this| tered limbs from the stormy face of the winter skies. 
bank are current at Liverpool and in London. Sir, your own domestic market, furnished under our 
One of the evils of a system of currency, not gold and| system of encouraged and protected labor, can lack no- 
silver, but based on money coined from those metals, is| thing needful for the use of the soldier. His subsistence, 
the liability under which the commerce of our country| clothing, camp equipage, munitions of war, will, at all 
places this money to be exported, as merchandise, to| times, be found, and found in great abundance, in that 
Eastern Asia, and thereby to derange the value of the| market. 
currency, and greatly injure all the productive labor and} Should any part of your coast be so assailed that the 
capital of the nation. This bank has begun to correct! militia in the immediate vicinity would not be sufficiently 
that evil. Its bills are beginning to be current ia Calcutta) numerous to make efficient and successful defence, that 
and Canton, and to aid in the purchase of return cargoes} case has been considered, and provision made for remedy 
of East India and Chinese merchandise. of the evil, in that behalf. The regulation of commerce 
In time, if this bank shall be sustained by a renewal of] among the several States, placed in the power of Con- 
its charter, large bills of it will be current throughout} gress by the constitution, has induced the commencement 
Europe and Asia. Moslem pilgrims, travelling in cara-| of such a system of internal improvement, in aid of that 
vans from Delhi to Mecca, Suez, and Cairo; and Chinese| commerce, as will ultimately unite, by roads, railways, 
merchants, journeying in like manner from Peking to| canals, and rivers, all the great and populous parts of the 
Astracan and Moscow, would carry these large bills rather} interior with the maritime frontier of our country. On 
than gold, silver, or precious stones, to buy the rich com-/ these great thoroughfares of travel and transportation, 
modities of the West. The roving Bedouin or Tartar} the armed and provided militia can, in thousands and 
might encounter these caravans, and might seize their) hundreds of thousands, be poured down from the interior, 
diamonds, or their precious metals; but they would re-| upon any point of the seacoast which may have been as- 
gard these silken securities for money as so many tran-| sailed by a force too powerful for the local militia of that 
scripts from sacred books; and the name of Biddle, as of} neighborhood. 
some holy man, would thus preserve the laborious mer-| Sir, the other part of our national defence, the navy, 
chant and the pious pilgrim from peril and plunder. lis, if possible, still more the progeny of our great system 
Our great system of encouragement for domestic labor, | of encouragement and protection; and, for its existence 
and of protection for that labor against all injurious fo-| and support, more intimately connected with that system. 
reign competition, would have been incomplete and im-| It was built by the encouraged and protected mechanical 
perfect, had it not contained ample provisions for the| labor of our country. It is manned from our encouraged 
defence of the United States against the arms, the mili-| and protected navigation; from our encouraged fisheries; 
tary and naval force and power of foreign nations. Such| our encouraged coasting trade; our encouraged foreign 
provisions for defence have, therefore, been made a part! commerce. This navy is supplied with arms, with muni- 
of the system. Look a moment at those provisions, and| tions of war, with clothing, from our own encouraged 
you will perceive that the great founders of our system/ and protected manufacturers. 
have so united the common defence with the general wel-| In war especially must it be fed and subsisted from en- 
fare, that no crude and improvident legislation can de-| couraged and protected American agriculture. Examine 
stroy the one, without overthrowing the other. every point of defence made by a naval station along 
What has been done, and is now doing, for that de-| your coast. At Pensacola, your navy must draw its sup- 
fence? Yortifications have either been built, or are now} plies of subsistence through the canals cut into the rivers 
in pregress, at all the great assailable points on our mari-| which unite that station with the great fertile and ex- 
time fruntier. These are to be kept and defended, not| haustless valley of the West. At Norfolk, in the wars of 
by astanding army, more perilous, in times of peace, to} future times, the navy at that station would look for sup- 
liberty, than all the wars of the world. A few soldiers} plies not only up the long rivers of Virginia, but also 
stationed at each of these fortresses will keep them in| along the quiet and level waters of that canal which is 
repair, and place and preserve all their military arma-| now working a resistless course from this city, through 
ments in a good working condition, and ready to be put} rocks and mountains, until, lock after lock, this stupen- 
in operation by the national militia, whenever any foreign| dous engine of human power shall have ascended the Al- 
Power may choose to make any hostile demonstration on} leghanies, and, in like manner, marched down, on the 
our shores. Where will that militia be found? Not here} other side, to a level with the Qhio. 
and there, scattered over a wide country, as would have} Is your navy stationed in the Chesapeake or Delaware, 
been the case had not our system of encouragement and| still must it draw most of its subsistence from the distant 
protection been established; but collected into cities,| interior, over the railroads, or through the canals, built up 
towns, villages, hamlets, at harbors, and waterfalls, as; under the impulse given to private adventure by our great 
they now are, by the operation of that system on manufac-| system of internal improvement. 
tures, on the fisheries, on navigation, on commerce among| New York is united to the valley of the Mississippi by 
the States, on commerce with foreign nations, and on| her own canals, and by that of Ohio; and the subsistence 
that agriculture which crowds around the neighborhoods| of your navy at that station would come not only coast- 
of such communities of men, to feed them, and thus to} wise, from the South, through canals, but also in abun- 
aid and participate in their prosperity. Your system of] dance from the great interior of the West and the North. 
encouragement and protection, in its natural operation,| It may never be a part of our politics to make Narra- 
brings together a dense population over all your mari-| gansett bay a naval station in time of peace. No matter 
time frontier. Rhode Island, not more fertile than other| for this oversight: for when war shall press on our coasts, 
parts of New England, can, like Flanders, sustain five| that bay, Newport harbor, will be the great starting and 
hundred persons on each square mile; and, ultimately, | returning point of all your fleets. That bay is now united 
furnish an armed militia, forming such a phalanx of de-! to the very centre of New England, by a canal leading 
fence on every foot of her shore, as no foreign army can| from Providence to Worcester. <A railroad is at this 
ever break through and reach the land with one man of| time in progress from Boston to the head of this canal; 


> 
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them alive. | and projections have been made to unite this point with 
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the waters of Lake Champlain, or of the Hudson; and|added to this great national burden. Under the opers Em 1 
time only is wanted, to mature one or the other of these|tions of our system of encouragement and protection, the fit re 
schemes; when Providence, Boston, and Portsmouth, all] people have not only prospered and grown wealthy, but ne f 
New England, will be united, by canal or railroad trans-|they have, while in this progress of prosperity, paid of mont 
: : 5 3 ; ° A 
portation, with the great valley of the West; and aided |to their creditors 390,000,000 dollars; and taken up and weak 
by our perfected system of internal improvement, your|cancelled outstanding demands against them, to that likes 
navy, at either of these stations, may be abundantly pro-jamount. ‘This payment has been made, not principally to one 
visioned and fed from the banks of the Hudson, the Ohio, | foreigners, as was- so incorrectly stated by the chairman etl 
and the Mississippi. of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Verrianci "hte 
Thus, sir, it is seen that the defence of our country; This debt, when outstanding, was in stocks, owned, oan 
against hostile aggression is a part of our great system of|much of it, by corporations; some for banking, some fo Sear 
that encouragement and protection which has been ex-|insurance, some for religious, some for literary and aoe 
tended to every department of national industry. You/entific purposes. Much also of these stocks had beep the 
cannot destroy the one, and preserve the other. You|owned by individuals. Some of them had died, and thei; at 
cannot hew duwn the whole tree, and hope that any one |stocks had been shared among their widows and orphan oan 
of its branches can be preserved, and kept in a flourish-| Many such owners had, by misfortunes, failed in bu: oldes 
ing condition. ness, and their stocks had been distributed among th: canel 
Sir, the regulations concerning the disposition of the |creditors, some rich, some of humble fortune. So it ha cint 
public domain are a part of the same great system of na-|come to pass, that the burden of taxation has been lig!) " Si 
tional policy. The encouragement and protection given|ened by the division and distribution of payment. Pa tien 
by that system to your mechanic arts, manufactures, na-|ment has carried relief and comfort into hundreds and anti 
vigation, fisheries, commerce with foreign nations, com-|thousands of houscholds; gladness into millions of b hoi 
merce among the several States, and with the aboriginal |soms; and literally caused ‘*the widow’s heart to sing catia 


nations and tribes, have held out to the agriculture of|for joy.” 


a ne : oat . ‘ Nort 
these United States such bountiful encouragement as that} Thus, sir, has Congress, for about forty-four years, 








of no other country ever received from any system of Go-|exercised the power given by the constitution, * to pro a 
vernment. This encouragement has created and sustain-|mote the general welfare,” by a system of burdens in anne 
ed a regular and increasing demand for fresh lands to be | posed on the labors of the people, for the support of Go soil 
annually brought into cultivation. vernment; anda system of benefits, done for them in r¢ er 
The right of pre-emption claimed by the British crown, |turp, by the labors of legislation. This was the gri m we 
to the exclusion of all other nations, was, in respect to|system, begun on the 4th of July, 1789, and brought Gass 
all the lands within those territorial limits of the United|down to the commencement of the last four years by va ores 
States, established by the peace of 1783, conquered by|rious enactments, all devised and put in operation to the 
the United Colonies from that crown, by the revolutionary | finish and perfect that system. fital 
war. The conflicting claims of the several States to] What is the new system, already begun, and to be slave 
these lands were finally ceded to the United States, in|nearly completed by the measure now under considera ther 
trust for the benefit of each State; and the night of pre-|tion? Government is hereafter to be a scheme of bur liad 
émption, against all nations, all the several States, and|dens, without any corresponding benefits to the peop aves 
all individuals, was, by many treaties with the Indian na-| We are to raise money by impost, to support Gover the 
tions, acknowledged and established. As these tribes| ment, that is, to pay ourselves; but we will not enact any oi 
diminished in numbers, or as time and other events}commercial regulation ‘‘to promote the general welfare.’ labe 
brought them to the habits of agriculture, manufactures, | We retain the power taken from the States by the pe See 
trade, and civilization, their title to lands grown useless] ple, and given to Congress; but we send the people bac! cap 
to them has been, by treaties, gradually extinguished. |to the States for that encouragement and protcetion ot suc] 
Surveys of such lands have been made; and a great land} their labor which we know the States have no power to giv nd 
market opened in the United States presented to the eyes} Is not this bill a mere scheme of taxation’ It provid tien 
of nations a spectacle never seen by them until exhibited|for the wants of Government, but makes no provision fo tho: 
here, in this part of the new world. Demand and supply | the wants of the people. Without inguiry, without know thei 
have been considered in this as in other markets; and|ledge of the amount of means in the hands of any ma: dig 
the one has been so adjusted to the other, that speculation, |or the amount of payment to be made by any man oi ag 
though not excluded, has never been able to control this}any State in this Union, we sit here, and, without any for 
market. examination or survey of property first had, we are about mo 
Under this system, territories have been formed; ex-|toenacta great doomsday volume of taxation, which shall, no 
tensive regions peopled; and great, flourishing, and po-|in its exactions, visit every free laboring man in the na hav 
pulous States brought into existence, and admitted into| tion, in his food, in his clothing, in his habitation, and ir Un 
this Union. <A revenue of two or three millions derived | the instruments of his labor. Nor is this all. Not only i me 
from this source has hitherto been appropriated to the visits his labor with a blighting curse, withers and co: ch: 
payment of the national debt. When that debt is dis-|sumes its productive energies, but also places him on th of 
charged, this revenue belongs, of right, to the several| degraded level, and in competition with the paupers o! ty- 
States, and must, under our great system of policy, be| Europe, and the slaves of South Carolina. qu 
distributed to each of them. This it is now proposed to} Sir, you dare not enact and pass this bill into a law mu 
do, that each State may hereafter receive and retain its} Never did the fathers of those freemen, even in their el 
dividend for the great national purposes of education. | struggle for independence, permit a slave to lift his band ant 
Thus, in every State, the means of instruction shall be|in aid of their battle, until he had first been purified and cl 
brought into every family; every child, hereafter born in| consecrated to the holy service by the sacrament ot co 
the United States, no matter how poor and lowly, may be| emancipation. We shall never degrade the blood of ou at 
taught not only letters and ordinary science, but also all| fathers. 
those great truths which secure the blessings of this, and| Is the product made by South Carolina slavery reduced Ye 
the hopes of another life. in price? Let the master diminish the task of the slave. tol 
When our great system was commenced, the nation] Spare the lash. Reduce the quantity of cotton, pushed les 


was burdened with a heavy debt; the cost of the revolu-|to surplusage on the consumption of the world. Give 
tionary war—the price of our national independence.|labor now and then a holiday. Senda less quantity to 
Since that time, the expenditure of another war has been! niarket; and bring home as much or more money for it 
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Employ the slave in some other vocation, if not of pro- 





couragement and protection now, which was so libe- 
fit, it may be of ornament, and adorn yourcountry. La-! rally bestowed on both by those laws in 1816? No one 
bor for something which cannot be swallowed. Raise} ever dreamed of this hostility of interests, until within 
monuments, or after generations may never know that] the last eight years. Until then, our great system, es- 
you have existed. Let the little tyrants of these days, |tablished to promote the general welfare, did equally 
like some of the greater ones of ancient times, build py-| advance the individual and particular interests of all. If, 
ramids of bricks, and no longer toil to scale the highest} then, by some strange perversity of purpose, or of acci- 
heavens on bales of cotton. dent, any particular interest have, since that time, sprung 
Sir, disguise this question as you will, it is, after all, a}upin our country, hostile in its nature to the general 
crusade against free white labor; first preached on this| welfare, can the owners of that interest call upon the 
floor and elsewhere, and now put in the form of war by| nation to cherish and cultivate this their deleterious plant; 
the owners of slaves. It isthe maker of cotton against| and, to promote its growth, demand that every other in- 
the grower of wool, the mere tiller of the ground against| terest, which has hitherto flourished in our land, shall be 
the keeper of sheep; and because the first brother of| extirpated and destroyed? Who would pluck up fields 
our race did, in sucha strife, succeed in committing the|of wheat, that he might thereby encourage a more vi- 
oldest fratricide on record, the movers of this contro-|gorous growth of hemlock? Does not the less always 
versy seem satisfied to earn a like malediction, if they | give way to the more useful plant? Let, then, these poli- 
can but succeed in performing a kindred achievement. _| ticians beware how they undertake to prove to the Ameri- 
Sir, I repeat it, this controversy is a war against the can people that their production of cotton, rice, and to- 
free white labor of this country: a war levied by the, bacco, by the labor of slaves, is hostile to that general 
owners of slaves. How often have you been told on this| welfare which has been for more than forty years establish- 
floor, first in the voice of complaint, but now in the/ed and promoted by our great system of encouragement 
tones of insolent menace, that the free laborers of the!|and protection. Admit that it were so. Do the owners of 
North could earn fifty cents a day, while the slaves of| slaves believe that the system of encouragement and pro- 
South Carolina could not earn more than twelve and a/tection is to be abolished, and more than seven hundred 
half cents? How often has the same voice told us that/thousand free white people now employed in mecha- 
manufacturing capital, used by this free labor, cleared a/nic and manufacturing labor, and more than, nine hun- 
profit of twenty per cent. per annum; while slaves and|dred thousand employed in agricultural labor, are to be 
land, the cotton-raising capital of the South, would not, |thrown out of employment, and reduced to poverty, 
in any year, come up to six? This base, inglorious ques-| merely to render slave labor, employed in growing cot- 
tion is now agitating our country. We are told that our|ton, rice, and tobacco, somewhat more profitable’ Sir, 
great system of national policy encourages the labors of|you may as soon * tear this steadfast earth from her axis;” 
the free, and renders capital in their hands highly pro-|roll the moon into our orbit; and compel this globe to 
fitable; but the same system discourages the labor of|spin round that, as a mere satellite. What number of 
slaves, and renders them, and the capital employed with |men, citizens of this our country, are concerned, and 
them, in growing cotton, rice, and tobacco, not profitiess, |rely for revenue and wealth on this growing of cotton, 
but merely less profitable to the owners. These men|rice, and tobacco, for the market of this and foreign 
aver that the same system of laws is encouragement to | countries? 
the free, but discouragement to the slave labor of the} In this production, the planters own and work, on an 
country; and that all the great interests of all the free |average, not less than seventy-five slaves each. These 
labor in the United States must be, nay, shall be, sacri- | produce from two to six bales of cotton, each of three 
ficed; not to preserve, but to render more profitable, the |hundred and fifty pounds weight; and four such bales will 
capital vested in Southern slaves. Dare these men place |be estimated as a very low annual average product of one 
such an issue before the country, in all its naked, base, |slave. In 1830, 752,840 bales were exported; 221,430 
ind odious deformity? Dare they tell the world of chris- | sold in the domestic market. This quantity, at four bales 
tian nations the true state of this question? Would notjeach, would require 268,542 slaves. Rice and tobacco 
those nations who have universally excluded slavery from | make about one-fifth part of the whole cotton, rice, and 
their civil policy, would they not hear witha shout of in-|tobacco production. One-fourth part of the number of 
dignation, that one of these States had taken up arms|sk 


laves employed on cotton will be employed in these. 
r ~. 2 oe | wa. ° ofa + ++ ‘ 
against the Union, and had sworn to destroy that Union, | This makes their number 67,135; and added to the num- 


for the glorious purpose of rendering their negro slaves | ber engaged in the cotton production, the total number 
more valuable, by rendering the Jabor of those slaves |is 335,727, employed in growing cotton, rice, and tobac 

nore profitable? They have not dared to do it. They/co. ifthe average number owned by each planter be not 
have put a mask on this base-born controversy of avarice. |less than seventy-five, then the whole number is owned 
Under this mask, this Shylock question of interest, of|and employed by 4,476 planters. Some planters own 
mere money, of so many dollars and cents, has been |several hundred, and some much less than seventy-five 

changed in appearance; and is now, to the deceived eye ibut it will be found that the whole cotton, rice, and to- 
of the nation, a question of State rights—State sovereign- | bacco interest is owned by less than five thousand men. 

ty—freedom—chivalry—nullification. Egregious mas-| This number of planters have placed themselves before 
querade of valor and patriotism! Brave cavalier—for how |the whole nation, some part of them in the attitude of ut- 
much money—for how many pounds of flesh—will you | ter defiance, and demand the entire abolition of the great 
ell all these painted, pasteboard glories? For the base | national system of encouragement and protection. Here 
and grovelling provisions of this bill; for their negro |are five thousand men, backed by three hundred thousand 
cloths at five per cent.; their own coats at twenty; and|slaves, now threatening destruction to a great system of 


cot.ons, calico or plain, both for themselves and slaves, 'national policy, which gives labor to more than sixteen 
at the same rate of impost. 






















































{hundred thousand free white people; and puts into use, in 
Does not this strip the question of all its paintings? | productive employment, six hundred and eighty millions 
Yes, sir; they plainly tell us that the great cotton and of capital, owned by more than five hundred thousand 
tobacco interest of Southern slavery cannot thrive, un-|men, engaged in the agricultural, mechanic, and manufac- 
less the greater interest of Northern freedom in manufac-\ turing production of the country; and supporting their 
tures and agriculture shall be destroyed. Are these two own families of not less than 2,000,000 people, by the 
interests indeed hostile to each other? and cannot the | profits of this capital, and the savings made by their own 


same system of laws give’ to each of them the same en-|care and labor in these yocation Will it come to pass 
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that more than two millions of 1 men, owners or webaie of ‘Amount of cotton eal to ‘the American 
six or seven hundred millions of capital, feeding, clothing, | manufacturers, - - - - - 7,752,000 
sheltering, or educating more than eight millions of people,| Rice and tobacco, not less than - - 2,999,928 
shall be utterly ruined, their capital in a great measure de- — 
stroyed, their labor turned over to foreigners, their bread} Total amount of cotton, rice, ahd tobacco, 
snatched from their mouths, their clothes rent from their| in 1830, - - - - - - : 
bodies, the shelter pulled down over their heads; and all ee 
this done by less than five thousand owners of slaves, who Here, sir, is the great efficient cap‘tal of the slave own- 
threaten to destroy the Union, unless this whole free|er, in amount $139,336,705, and here, too, is the annual 
working white population will agree to be destroyed] income of it, $48,000,000. What is the capital employed 
themselves for its preservation? by free white labor, in mechanics, manufactures, and 
What cause do these owners of slaves allege for all this| agriculture? $678,453,848. And what is the annual pr 
hostility against the free labor of the country’ They con-| fit on that amount of capital? $50,428,526. The profit 
tend that the great system of encouragement and protec-| on capital in land and slaves is 34.5 per cent. per annum, 
tion, under which this free labor and the capital used by| while that of capital used by free labor is, per annun, 
it have prospered, does render their capital of land and] but seven per cent. and a small fraction. If any thing 
slaves, employed in growing cotton, rice, and tobacco, | can satisfy the owner of slaves, such a rate of profit must 
less profitable than the capital employed by free labor,’ fill up and satisfy the utmost wants of the most greed 
and much less profitable than it would be if that system|avarice. Thirty-four per cent. on capital! And that, t 
were destroyed. Let us examine these allegations. |secured by a monopoly of climate which does not sufl 
We have seen that mechanic and manufacturing labor, | its production to grow beyond its own limit. Yes, and 
together with labor employed in r aising wool, use a capi-/a monopoly of labor, also, of which the laws of the f 
tal, annually, of the value of $312, 153, 848, and that this} States do not permit the use. 
labor returns to the owners of this capital a profit, annu-| Do you say that more slaves and more land are req 
ally, of $23,428,529. It has also been shown that North- | | to make this amount of production in cotton, rice, aad t 
ern agriculture, in supplyi ing this manufacturing labor, | bacco? Then, if you please, double the number of slaves 
and realizing a profit of $27,000,000, does actually use | and double the quantity of land; say one man can gt 
more than $366,000,000, as a capital for that purpose. }) but two bales of cotton, and that each bale will require 
Now, what amount of capital do these owners of slaves| five acres of land for its production. What then? Yo 
employ in the production of cotton, rice, and tobacco?! will still have a profit of 174 per cent. on your capital 
and for what amount do they sell their whole production?| Nay, do vou still say it will require more labor and mor 
It has been seen that the number of slaves, employed} land? Then double them” both again; and take 1,1 
on these products, is 335,727. Fifteen years ago, these | working men, if you have so many in the whole cottor 
slaves were not worth more than $200; most certainly not | | region, “and take 11,000,000 acres of land to raise your 
over $250 each. ‘The system of encouragement and pro- | crop; let each slave make but one bale, and let that be 
tection which, in its progress, has been felt in every part) grown on ten acres of land; and even then, on such a 
of our country, has enhanced the value of slaves not less | weight of capital, you will realize 8 5-8 per cent. per : 
than from 20 to 50 per cent. This whole number may|num. Do you tell me your lands will wear out? Not, sir 
now be reckoned at §300 each, and amounts in value to| if you are skilful husbandmen. Will your labor grow old 
$100,712, 100. Each slave can easily cultivate, in cotton, land become useless? There is in that labor a restoring 
ten acres of land. This will much more than raise four } principle , and it reproduces itself more than once in th 
bales, of 350 pounds each; but let it be allowed as the need-| course of its existence? Do you tell me that the ot! 
ful quantity. At ten dollars per acre, whe n cleared and | part of your slave capital is less productive? Sir, does 
enclosed, the whole quantity will be 3,357,270 acres, and| not feed and cloth itself? Yes, and also doubles its ow 
the value equal to $33,572,700. Add tothis amount five -| value once in twenty-five years. This gives four per cent 
dollars for each slave, annually, for instruments of labor, | per annum; and the whole capital of the world does 
ora sum equal to $1,678,635; and ten dollars each, for | equal that rate of profit. 


yearly clothing, equal to $3,357,270. | Itis, therefore, demonstrated, that capital in lands ai 
These several sums are, - $38,618,605 | slaves, employed in the production of cotton, rice, a1 
To this add the value of : laves, | tobacco, in the South, is more, very much more, profi 
at $300 each, - - - 160,718,100/ ble, than capital employed by free labor in the agricu! 
—————| ture or manufactures of the North. 
And the total amount is, $1. 159,33 36,705} This, sir, is the condition of capital in the North and 
—=-——=| the South, under the provisions and operations of our 
Nothing is added in this calculation for the food of these | great system of encouragement and protection. Not onl 
slaves, becs suse it is well known that, over and above = has the value of the slave portion of it been increased fro 
cultivation of so much cotton as, by this estimate, is set/20 to 50 per cent. during the last 15 years, but, even at 
down as the production of each sk: ave, he cultivates five or) the present high valuation of both slaves and lands, ¢ 
six times as much corn as serves to furnish his food. united profits are more than 34 per cent. a year. W a 
Here, then, is a capital in lands, instruments of agricul-} capital be more profitable if that system shall be destroy 
ture, and slaves, of one hundred and thirty-nine millions, |ed? Can the ruin of seventeen parts of the country pr 
and one-third employed in producing the great Southern! mote the welfare of the other seven? What man of wis 
staples, cotton, rice, and tobacco. What do the owners}dom, what statesman, of this or any other nation, wil 
of that capital annually realize, in money, from the pro-| undertake to prove, that, if seven hundred millions « 
duction of this capital? Here we have no difficulty in| Northerncapital were ruined, or thrown out of use, and 
finding the answer. It may be almost entirely found on/ million anda half of free working men in our country 
the records of the treasury. Take the year 1830. i were, with all their skill and all their machinery, exclu 
That year, the value of exported rice ed from employment, left without the power to produ 
was, - - - - . - - $1,986,824) or the means to consume, the fruits of the earth, or t! 
Tobacco, - ; . - 5,586,365 | fabrics of labor; who, I say, in hissenses, would attempt 
ttor, . . 29,574,883 | prove that such an overthrow of the wealth, and stren 
and prosperity of the free States in this Union, would 


8,072 | ble four or five thousand owners of slaves to grow co 
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rice, and tobacco, in the South, with a greater amount of| head. That gentleman will never give up his project, 
annual profit? unless he should be made to believe that the repeal of 
If such a catastrophe in the North would produce such| those laws would benefit the free labor of the North. 
effects in the South; if the repeal of our system, and the| The shipbuilding trade of the United States is protected 
ruin of capital and labor in the free States, would enhance} by laws which exclude all foreign built vessels from your 
the value, and multiply the profits of slaves in the other/ market. Will this law be suffered to remain unrepealed 
States; yet who, that speaks in the accent of a christian, | in your code of navigation? No, sir, the same siroc of the 
or stands on the feet, or moves with the gait of a chris-) South, which has blighted other branches of Northern la- 
tian, pagan, or man, would call for sucha repeal, and effect} bor, will also wither and destroy this. 
such a ruin, that he might obtain sucha profit? The very} The laws of protection now secure to American naviga- 
idea of the proposition is a horror; an outrage on reason, |} tion the trade among the several States; and all foreign 
on morals, on liberty, on the constitution itself; and| vessels are excluded from your canals, rivers, bays, and 
whenever the great common welfare of all the free peo-| from coasting your shores from port to port. What shall 
ple of the United States shall be sacrificed, or even en-| preserve these laws from the fate prepared for other parts 
dangered, to render slaves more profitable to their own-|of your system of protection? ‘The same spirit which 
ers, Our constitution will be blotted out, our Union ex-|has arrayed South Carolina against the Union, and which 
tinguished; and a people, now the'guardians of the world’s | now calls on us to pass this bill, and with a cowardly soul 
freedom, shall then be made the miserable panders of| surrender the great interests of the nation, to satisfy that 
profit to the insatiable avarice ofa base and vulgar despotism. | rebellious spirit; that spirit will, in a few years, demand 
Sir, the advocates of this measure, what do they pro-|the repeal of those laws which protect our coasting and 
pose todo? They intend to establish their new system of| internal navigation. Vessels of every navigating nation 
policy on the overthrow and ruins of the old. ‘They de-| will be invited to scour your shores, frem port to port; 
mand the utter abandonment of all encouragement and/and to swarm up your bavs and rivers, from the ocean to 
protection, not in one or two, but in all and every depart-/the very heart of your country. You will see, on your 
ment of industry. This bill is the commencement of the | wharves, and far up in the interior, not the honest, brave, 
war, and is levelled, almost exclusively, at cottons, and jand frank-hearted American seaman; but sailors of every 
at wool and woollens. It may be more easy to destroy /region, of every garb, every tongue, and every vice, in 
manufactures in detail, one or two branches at a time;)the whole catalogue of human profligacy. 
in this it is thought the friends of one will not come into} Why should not this chivalrous spirit of free trade, 
aid those of another. Accordingly, under this bill, iron| which invites the world to work against our labors on the 
and steel are left in a very well protected condition. | land; why should it not challenge that world to come into 
Other manufactures are not touched at all by the provi-| free competition with our vessels, and our mariners on the 
sions of this measure. Shoes, boots, cabinet ware, glass,| waters? England, we are daily told, can work cheaper 
hats, carriages, saddlery, leather, jewellery, and plated |than America; and why should not our commerce among 
ware, are all perfectly protected, by a duty of thirty per| the several States have the benefit of their competition, 
cent.; and this protection excludes, in these trades, all} and be moved from place to place by those who can afford 
foreign competition from our markets. Let not those con- to carry it at the smallest cost? Doubt not, nay, sir, you 
cerned in them fancy themselves secure. Cottons and cannot doubt, that these all potent masters of slaves will, 
woollens do not peculiarly excite hostility in the owners| when they have beaten down. one barrier of protection, 
of slaves. It is protection itself at which their blow is| never cease the strife until all are demolished. 
aimed; and when they shall have repealed the law which | Your foreign navigation and commerce are among the 
protects cotton and woollens from the conflict with foreign | great protected interests of the nation. Will that protec- 
capital and labor, and ruined those two great manufactur-| tion, do you believe, be preserved, when all others are 
ing interests, they will demand a repeal of other laws,| abandoned? The laws which give the American charac- 
which protect other departments of industry; and if, ter-| ter to our ships and their cargoes, and secure a prefer- 
rified by their array of hostility, we now surrender to) ence in carrying the merchandise of the world to those 
their menaces, you will see, one by one, all your mecha-| ships, will follow, in the progress of repeal, those laws 
nic trades, all your various manufactures, stripped of pro-| which now protect your manufactures; and that voice at 
tection, and left to be destroyed by a competition with the] which the negro slavery of the South trembles through- 
exhaustless capital and labor of foreign nations. | out a thousand plantations, will, when at the call you have 
Nor will this anti-protection hostility stop at the over-| torn the spindle from its place, and thrown the loom out 
throw of your mechanical labor and manufacturing indus-| of gear, command you, and you will obey, and haul down 
try. Are not other labors of the free States protected?) the sail. 
Your fisheries will, when you have yielded up your mane-| Sir, what is your navigation or your foreign commerce 
factories to appease the South—your fisheries will be made | to the seven anti-protection States of Virginia, North Ca- 
to feel the vengeance of these lords over three hundred|rolina, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and 
thousand slaves. Do not tell me that these fisheries are|South Carolina? They have turned all their navigation 
the great nursery of seamen; these seamen are free men, | to the more profitable trade of growing cotton, rice, and 
are white men, are protected men, and each one of these|tobacco. They do not export or import in their own ves- 
attributes of a Northern manhood is odious in the eye of|sels; nor send abroad to foreign countries, or bring back 
him who owns, and drives, and works the slave. Solong|from those countries, in any fiscal year, more in amount 
as protection exists, under any law, the planter will make | than $2,500,000. The great staples of their agriculture 
war on that protection, and never be satisfied until he has| are sold to American merchants, and help to make up the 
destroyed it, and ruined those who are sheltered by its/mass of our foreign commerce which is sent out and 











n 
provisions. It was, I believe, at the last session of the last brought home in American ships. Do you believe they 
Congress, or at the first session of this, that a resolution} prefer these American merchants and these navigators? 
was placed on your table, requiring some committee to re-| No, sir; it is the law, the system of American protection, 
port a bill to repeal the laws making allowances to the | which brings this Southern production on board Ameri- 
owners of vessels employed, and to the men employing |can ships, and makes it a part of American commerce. 
them, in the fisheries. Do you think that scheme was|These planters will not longer endure that their cotton 
abandoned? It was proposed by the head of nullifica-| shall be spun by American spindles, or woven in Ameri- 
tion in this House, if it may be correct philosophy to|can looms; and do you believe that when they have re- 


affirm that such a thing as nullification can have a|lieved themselves from these evils, they will not seck and 
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obtain relief from the evils of selling their cotton to 
American merchants, or having it carried to market in 
American ships? No, sir, the destroying demon of free 
trade will visit your ships when he shall have demolished 
your factories. If the English can spin and weave your 
cotton so much cheaper than the Americans, are they not 
able also to carry that cotton to market at a much cheaper 
rate? 

Sir, the great protected and protecting part of your 
system is the navy. Will that escape the blow aimed 
at the whole system? It has cost you not less than 
$108,000,000, and it now costs three or four millions an- 
nually. It protects your navigation and commerce, pass- 
ing and returning from the ports of our own to the most 
distant harbors of every other country. What then? Do 
the owners of slaves, the planters of cotton, rice, and to- 
bacco, intend much longer to need this protection? When, 
by the course of free trade, their prodtction shall become 
a part of English commerce; when the transportation of 
that commerce shall give employment to English naviga- 
tion; what use, I pray you, will the plantation States have 
for that protection which is now given by the American 
navy’? ‘The stars and stripes may be hoisted over the 
beef and bread of Ohio and Pennsylvania, or over the 
boards and shingles of New England, should any of these 
be wanted by foreign nations; but over the cotton, rice, 
and tobacco, of the independent South, when sent to Li- 
verpool or London, you shall see ‘* St. George’s banner, 
broad and gay.” Why should the United States be at the 
immense cost of sustaining a navy, and spreading a flag of 
their own, on the ocean, merely to protect their naviga- 
tion and commerce while moving on that highway of na- 
tions, when British ships and the British flag can and will 
give this protection, either for nothing at all, or at a much 
cheaper rate than it can be done by the American navy? 

Sir, the hand which wields the lash of Southern slavery 
will first scourge free white laborers from your factories 
and workshops; then destroy your fisheries; after that, 
waste and scatter your navigation; and finally pull down 
the American flag, and give up every ship in the navy. 

Internal improvement was a part of your system for the 
encouragement and protection of commerce among the 
several States. Had that been carried out and perfected, 
what a relief to the cost of that commerce, by perfecting 
the great medium of transportation throughout the coun- 
try! What a cord of union would have been wrought by 
the extent and frequency of mutual intercourse among all 
the people of all the several States! That part of the sys- 


tem has been lopped off by the slaveholding influence of 


the anti-protection States; and perhaps we shall never see 
the common treasury of the nation agaia open to encou- 


rage our domestic commerce by giving aid to that spirit of 


enterprise which would improve the condition of our com- 
mm country, by roads, rivers, canals, and railways. 

To extend the benefits of our great system to the Indian 
tribes, was the purpose of those intercourse laws of pro- 
tection, which, by encouraging among them agriculture, 
mechanic arts, manufactures, and commerce, carried to 
these people science, letters, christianity, and civilization. 
What has demolished this glorious part of your system, 
and pushed these tribes beyond the great river, and 
beyond the limits of civilization, so that they may again 
be lured back to barbarism by the herds of buffalo, and 
the joys of the hunter’s life, prepared for them on the 
prairies of the West’? ‘To the intent, no doubt, that they 
may once more be provoked to war by the savage tribes 
of that region, so that mutual strife and mutual slaughter 


may finally consume these remnants of those ‘* once mighty | 


nations of this continent.”” What has effected all this, 
this destroying of the old, and introducing this new and 
inglorious scheme of policy, so traitorous to the plighted 
faith with those nations, and so ruinous to their rights and 


their civilization? Sir, our treaties solemnly made, our 
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laws deliberately and with universal consent enacted, 
our whole system of Indian protection, fell into conflict 
with the reserved rights, the transcendental sovereignty 
of a slave-owning State, the republic of Georgia; and that 
republic, by the exercise of that sovereignty, repealed 
your laws, abrogated your treaties, and demolished 
your whole system of Indian encouragement and pro 
tection. 

Yes, sir, Georgia applied to that part of your system what 
South Carolina js now aiming at all other parts of it—nul. 
lification. You beheld the Indian rights perish, and dared 
not lift up your hand, or so much as whisper, at the lowest 
note of your voice, against the horrid outrage; and the 
Almighty, to punish you for your violated faith, seems 
to have delivered all your own great rights and interests 
into the hands of another spoiler, and to have taken from 
you the counsel and the courage now so needful for you: 


{own defence. 


What a madness must have taken possession of men’ 
minds, when, to ruin the interests of others, they, without 
consideration, peril their own! South Carolina, at wa 
with protection, carries her hostility against it into every 
branch of modern industry; and, because agriculture is 
one of those interests, and Northern as well as Southern 
agriculture is protected, she would destroy the protection 
of her own, rather than leave it undestroyed in regard to 
the agriculture of the North. 

By the repeal of all laws granting protection to manu 
factures in the North, the whole market for the agricul 
tural products of the farming States will be destroyed. 
This will leave on the hands of farmers in the North, the 
South, and the West, their wheat, their corn, their flour, 
provisions. Still more will be lost to the farming commu- 
nity. Millions of money have been expended to improve 
our native race of sheep, by importing into the country 
the best Saxon and Spanish merino flocks. If protection 
be withdrawn from your woollen manufactories, their ruin 
is unavoidable, and the American market for wool must 
be thereby destroyed. These beautiful flocks are doom 
ed to the slaughter; the blood of thousands of hecatombs 
of them must be poured out to satisfy that black-hearted 
avarice of the South which vainly dreams that, by d& 
stroying the flocks, the fields, the workshops, the labo 
of the free, more work can be scourged out of the slaves 
of their own region, or that the product of that work may 
be sold for more money. 

To secure the repeal of every law giving protection, 
they, in their madness, would abolish that which has en 
couraged and now protects their own favorite production 
ofcotton. Who doesnot remember, in 1789, when three 
cents a pound was placed as a duty on imported cotton, 
at the request of South Carolina, to encourage her to buy 
cotton seed, and begin the culture? Two years after, 
they exported one hundred and eighty-nine thousand 
three hundred and sixteen pounds of cotton. In 1816, 
this same South Carolina called for more encouragement 
of her favorite staple; and although she exported to Eng: 
jland, that year, eighty-one million seven hundred and 
forty-seven thousand one hundred and sixteen pounds, 
jand the rate of duty then excluded all foreign cotton from 
our market, yet she, for her own benefit, obtained a law 
excluding from the American market East India cotton, 
limported in the form of cloth. Thus encouraged and 
protected, the South did, in 1850, export to England two 
hundred and ninety-eight millions of pounds, and sell to 
domestic manufacturers nearly eighty millions of pounds 
{more of cotton. 

What next? Why, sir, since South Carolina has de- 
clared herself independent, and Georgia has conquered 
the Cherokees, these two States, in the full blossom ot 
their chivalry, have not only declared Charleston a frec 
port, but have announced, by this bill, that their cotton 
|shall hereafter be a free commodity until it reaches Eng 
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land, when they agree it may pay a tax for the benefit of} beautiful and durable filaments, drawn out and almost ma- 
the British treasury. nufactured by the diligent little insect which seems to live 

Sir, unless we save these wild, scheming politicians} for no other purpose than to feed and to work. Silk is 
from themselves, they will ruin their own interest by their] increasing in every part of the country. Wherever the 
own mad policy. Can cotton be made free without injury| white mulberry, a most vigorous and hardy tree, can 


=== will, in time, be not more costly, if we regard its beauty or 

This amounts to almost as much as the United States) durability, than well-wrought cotton cloths. Sir, you well 
exported in 1816. What shall hinder these regions from! remember what we have all read, that silk cloth was, in 
increasing their production as rapidly as the like produc-| the time of Augustus, equal in value, pound for pound, 
tion has been increased in the Southern States? ; with the finest gold. The time, I am persuaded, will 

Cotton can be grown on a broad belt of region.on both! come, when, in our country, the ploughman will, as a 
siles of the equator, up to perhaps thirty-eight degrees| matter of prudent economy, use silk cloth for his frock 
of latitude; but it is a mere annual plant witheut the tro- jand trowsers. 
pics, and requires, in such parts of the globe, yearly| Sir, the cotton of the South, if left unprotected, and 
planting. In Brazil, and the East Indies, it is a tree, and | exposed to so much other cotton competition, and when 
requires but little culture. The English have, within aj finally run against, in the market, by all the growers of 
few years, transmitted the best seeds to Hindostan; and| silk, in every latitude and longitude of our whole coun- 
the natives of that country, any ove of whom can subsist| try, must fall in price to less than the present amount of 
a day on little more than a handful of rice, can work |duty on the importation of it. No statesman, who re- 
cheaper, and furnish this product, a perennial in their|gards the preservation of all the great interests of his 
country, at a less cost than any other people. Brazil pro-) country, would, at this time, remove the protection from 
duces a species of cotton of a long, coarse staple, and as | cotton. Mountebanks in political economy, knights errant 
fit for cordage and sail cloth as hemp itself. If the im-| in free trade, and market politicians, may call for this re- 
post he repealed, that cotton will be largely imported, | peal; and these men, who would suffer a little themselves, 
and a new fabric to dress all our ships and vessels will be |that they might be enabled to ruin others, may repeal 
speedily wrought from it by our manufacturers. The/ protection on cotton, to obtain a repeal of it on wool, 
jurisdiction of Egypt is now extended along the Levant! woollens, and on the manufacture of cotton and woollen 
through all Syria, and Ali Pacha, now the Sultan of that/cloths. The one would destroy the capital and free labor 
fruitful country, already knows the value, and will in-|of the North; the other might injure, but could not ruin 
crease the amount of the cotton production in his own do-|the wealthy owners and workers of Southern slaves. 
minions. England has lately explored the course of the| Shylock might lose his three thousand ducats, and still be 
Niger to the ocean, and thus opened to her own com-jrich asa Jew; but Antonio, when that Jew’s knife had 
merce the rich and populous interior of Africa. Here is|severed from his breast, and nearest to his heart, ‘the 
a country abounding in all tropical products, and espe-! pound of flesh,” would hardly have blood enough left to 
cially in cotton. | preserve his life. 

A country west of our own is now in a course of settle-|- Isthe defence of our country, a part of our great sys- 
ment from all the free States. ‘Texas is a part'of Mexico; |tem of protection, devised for security of the labor and 
and, therefore, slavery will not be tolerated in that terri-| capital of all the people? Then does this bill, anti-pro- 
tory. Itis, perhaps, the most fertile region on the earth, | tection in its very principle, remove that defence. Destroy 
and is peculiarly adapted to the culture of cotton. In} those interests, which have called the people together 
that region, one New England farmer (and many have in cities, towns, villages, hamlets, near your waterfalls, 
migrated thither) will grow twelve bales of cotton in a| bays, and harbors, and covered the agricultural districts, 
summer. In fifteen years, the cotton production of the | around them, with a dense population; and these people, 
world will, as it has in the last fifteen, be increased more |like the oppressed Hebrews, while gathering straw, will 
than threefold. What will be the price? At what cana!be, in pursuit of labor and bread, scattered abroad, 
Yankee of Texas, who raises with his own hand four thou- | throughout all the land. Where will be your militia, once 
sand two hundred pounds'a year, sell his cotton by the in the neighborhood of your fortifications, and ready to 
pound? At five cents, his crop will give him two hundred | man them on the approach of the enemy? Gone, sir, 
and ten dollars; at four, one hundred and sixty-six dollars; | dispersed; and, perhaps, on your other frontier, conflict- 
and at three, one hundred and twenty-six dollars. Sir, he |ing with the savages of the Western prairies. If your 
will live and grow rich if he can sell his product at three | forts are defended, it must be bya standing army. At all 
cents a pound. |events, the troops of your present military establishment 

Let South Carolina have her will, and reduce all impost | must be recalled from those stations, in the South, where 
to fifteen per cent. ad valorem; the destruction of the su- | they have been located, to protect the master and his 
gar production of Louisiana, effected by this, will send | family from the insurrectionary spirit of his slaves. 
into the cotton fields of that State seventy-five thousand} To this protection, though hardly to be found in the 
laborers, and their annual production will not be less than | constitution, the free people of the North have never ob- 
six bales each on the rich lands of that State. This will|jected. They have felt a deep and anxious interest in 
annually throw into the market of the world one hun-|your safety. I know your Southern chivalry scoffs at all 
dred and thirty-five millions of pounds of cotton. this, and holds our sympathy in utter derision. Be as- 

The growers of cotton would do well to remember that |sured that Iam not ignorant of the contempt you feel, 
their product has a rival, gradually gaining strength, and |and the scorn you express, when any New England man 
which must finally exclude a great proportion of the | happens to speak of you, on this floor, in terms of frater- 
amount of cotton now used from the consumption of the |nity. For myself, [ claim brotherhood with no man; un- 
vorld. It isnot flax, nor hemp, nor wool, but it is the |less, by blood or affinity, I stand in that relation with him. 
Vou. 1X.--88 


to the production in the American market? grow, there the silkworm may be fed, and made to work, 
England now gets from the West In- and rendered productive. Men, women, and children, 
dies about - : - - 5,000,000 Ibs.| the old and the young, the feeble and the athletic, the 
From the East Indies - - 17,000,000 | rich and the poor--all may rear, and all are beginning to 
From Egypt, - - - - 6,000,000 rear, either for profit or amusement, this beautiful produc- 
From Brazil, - - : - 34,000,000 | Sion In a few years, the raw material will be abundant 
—— | in our country; and be assured that skill in the manufacture 

Total, - - - - 62,000,000 wl keep pace with the raw production, and the fabric 
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Be assured that I shall never affront any of your lofty 
feelings, by any expressivn of any relationship with any 
of you, other than that of citizenship and humanity. We 
are Americans, and we are men. There is no alienage 
between us. The freemen of the North, and I as one of 
them, claim it as a right, to desire the safety of all men. 
We will travel far, and labor hard; to achieve that safety 
for allthe American people. If the safety of Southern 
planters cannot be secured without aid from the troops of 
the United States, that aid will not by us be refused for 
their protection. 

It must, nevertheless, not be forgotten by them, that if 
we are at last to protect them, and their families, by 
armed force, they must not feel themselves at liberty to 
withdraw the protection of the laws from us and our la- 
bors. Under these conditions, the arm of our strength 
will always be near to you, aad lifted up for your de- 
fence. Do not expect more from the working men of 
the North than can be performed by man. Dare you 
repeal the laws enacted for your protection? Will you 
break up the instruments of your labor and livelihood? 
Shall our free working men, with their wives and chil- 
dren, be turned, by you, into the world naked, and with- 
Out shelter or food? Do you expect their sympathy will 
be alive to the cry of your distress, when their children 
cry to them for that bread which you have plucked from 
their mouths? When your wives and daughters fly from 
that servile brutality which has cloven down their hus- 
bands and brothers in their defence, can the shrieks of 
their agony reach the ear of those whom you have left 
out to the winter storms, in houseless nakedness and fa-| 
mine?’ The men whom you have maddened with the 
bitterness of that misery which you have heaped upon 
them, who, but for that, would die for ‘your safety, will) 
Jaugh when ruin visits your abodes; and shout, and clap | 
their hands, when the whirlwind of retribution sweeps 
through your land. 

Sir, can it be expected that the free people of the 
North will be annually taxed, te purchase a protection 
for you, when you will not permit a law, which costs you 
nothing, to remain unrepealed in your statute book; be- 
cause that law gives protection to the labor and the in- 
struments of industry, by which they feed and clothe 
themselves and families? How do you hope to be secur- 
ed in the possession of that labor, which gives you wealth, 
and enjoyment, and political power? How but by the 
provisions of that constitution, which makes us a nation, 
and protects your interests, by the whole power of our 
national arms? In no other christian nation are such rights 
as you enjoy in this country, made a part of the national 
polity, and secured by the provisions of the constitution. 
The spirit of emancipation is abroad in the earth. ~ What 
is now doing in England, the most free and powerful na- 
tion on earth? Ay, sir, in England, to which, as it is said, 
some States in the South already look for aid against our 
own country’? What question, as a test of political ortho- 
doxy, is now put to a candidate, before he can be elected 
to the House of Commons? Are you for universal emanci- 
pation? What a test! Who would have dreamed of it twenty 
years ago’ And yet more than four hundred and fifty Eng- 
lishmen haye been’elected to Parliament, under that so- 
lemn pledge. How long will West India colonial slavery 
continue to exist, under the legislation of such a Parlia- 
ment? _ Let South Carolina, or any or all the slave- 
holding States of the South, separate from the other States 
in this Union, and take or not take shelter under the arm 
of any European nation, and how long do you believe 
that, or the other nations of that continent, would permit 
slavery to exist among their republican allies’? Sir, i 
cannot be disguised, nor should it be left untold, in this 
great question, that the very existence of that labor, in 
the South, for a more profitable condition of which those 
States are now struggling to destroy all the free labor of 
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this country, does in fact depend on the protecting power 
and arms of that free labor. Take from them the shelter of 
the power and arms of the American people, whose com. 
mon welfare they are striving to destroy; leave them with 
their slaves to themselves, for security and protection, and 
how would their labor differ, inten years, from that of the 
West Indies and Mexico? 

Remember, sir, man lives not by the valuntary bestow. 
ments of man. One Being only, in the universe, gives 
all, and always, and receives nothing. Men live by mu 
tual aids. Something for something is the great law o} 
reciprocity and exchange, throughout the world. ‘Thos 
who expect to receive, must be ready to bestow. Do 
the South expect a prtotection of their labor from the 
North, then let them be ready to bestow what they ca 
not want, and not receive without utter ruin. 

Sir, it has been seen that one branch of our great sys 
tem of encouragement and protection, provided by ou 
laws and policy for aiding the labor of our country, is tl 
national coin and currency, sustained by the institut 
of the United States Bank. It does almost seem as if 
men imagined our country might be too prosperous, and 
that a wholesome adversity would relieve and refresh, and, 
perhaps, preserve the nation. Under the advisement 
some such wild imagining, the coin and currency have, 
by refusing to recharter that bank, been given up to the 
power of the States. In place of one, we shall have 


| twenty-four regulators of coin and currency in our cow 


try. What will they more resemble than so many woode: 
clocks, made in so many different shops, and carried | 
market by an equal number of tin pedlars? Each Stat 
will have its own system of making currency. How wi 
it, as itis now, be kept at one great national level? Ther 
must be at least twenty-four different levels, in all the 
different States. Will there not be as many differe: 
rates of exchange between State and State? Money ma) 
be, and will be, at different rates of abundance or scarcity 
in one State, from what it may be in another. The gre: 
movements of the travel and commerce of our country 
must pass from one of these levels to another; and it v 
pass very much as boats are locked up and down throug 
acanal, in some very uneven country. Every lock wil 
be encumbered, not only with much delay, but also wit! 
a heavy toll of exchange. 

Already enormous State institutions are forming. \ 
will soon see these leviathans of factious wealth relling 
and wallowing, and spouting in oceans of paper; and tha 
too, quite as valuable, gallon for gallon, as the deep s 
water blown out through the spiracles of their kinds 
monsters, when they come up to visit the sunshine on the 
surface of their own element. 

How will this various currency affeet your reveuu 
Will those who pay that revenue pay, in the same nu 
ber of dollars, an equal exchangeable value? Not so 
The currency may differ in value from six to ten per 
cent. between Boston and New Orleans; and men who pay, 
each of them, bonds, at these two places, of equal amount, 
and on the same day, may, in paying ten thousand dollars, 
pay sums differing, in value, from 600 to $1,000. Will 
it not be precisely so with those to whom this revenue 's 
disbursed? Your public servants, men, all equaliy dili 
gent and faithful in the service, shall, at different places, 
receive very different rates of compensation. ‘These evils 
cannot and will net be endured; and the Government 
medium, the currency for paying the revenue, must bé 
gold and silver coined into money. Will this remedy th« 
evil? No. For gold and silver must rise and fall in value 
according to their abundance or scarcity; and so long as 
bank paper bills are convertible into dollars at the plea 
sure of their holders, so long will the abundance or scar- 
city of these bills affect the value of them, and of coines 
money, which is their basis. The evil has no remedy 11 
the nature of things, except by the restoration of that 
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bank which this new policy is about to destroy, or by the 
establishment of another national institution on the same 
rinciples. 

One other part of our great national system, as it re- 
lates to the public lands, is to be destroyed by that new 
policy, of which this bill forms so considerable a part. 
These lands are to be sold under a graduated price; or, 
if not so wasted, and lost to the nation, they are to be dis- 
tributed and conveyed to the several States where they 
are located. By the first project, the total quantity of 
perhaps 200,000,000 acres of land is to be graduated 
ata price, first 125, secend 100, third 75, fourth 50, and 
fifth SS cents an acre. All which shall not be sold the 
first year at 125 cents, will be offered the second at 100; 
if not then sold, at 75, and so on till the fifth year, when 
all are to be struck off at 25“cents an acre. Does it re- 
quire a prophet, or the son ofa prophet, to inform us that 
we shall sell no lands during the first four years; and that, | 
for the whole, we can never obtain more per acre than 
twenty-five cents? Thus, a fund now worth, at least, 
$225,000,000, will be sacrificed for $25,000,000. 

The other proposition is still more unjust and ruinous. 
It disposes of all these lands to the States where they lie; 
and that for no consideration at all to be paid to the na- 
tion. This part of the policy, although but two months 
old, is already in its.dotage. It proposes to give the whole 
estate tothe youngest chiklren, who helped to earn no- 
thing of it. Shall our half; nay, shall all our goods be 
thus given, to be wasted in the meretricious prodigality 
of speculation? Sir, first or last, under either of these 
provisions of the new policy, all these lands will fall into 
the hands of sharpers in this trade; the speculators of 
this or other countries will obtain the control of this 
immense territory; and your great land market, now go- 
verned by wisdom and liberality, in favor of the genuine 
settlers from all parts of the country, will fall into the 
hands of a gigantic land company; and its movements will 
be governed by all the tyrannical principles of an over- 
whelming monopoly. 

Sir, let us again return more immediately to that part 
of the new policy which is comprehended in the provi- 
sions of this measure. This bill has been called, and very 


| 


| 
| 


| 


prohibited in Europe, or excluded by prohibitory duties. 
Will you pay in cotton, rice, and tobacco? Why do you 
not pay the balance now against us in these products? 
Simply because those nations want no more of them; and, 
therefore, if you send out double, nay, ten times the 
amount in quantity, that augmented quantity will brin 

no greater amount of money. Your national debt wi 

have been paid and cancelled, and you will have no stocks 
of that kind wherewith to pay. Your United States Bank 
stocks are going out of existence. You must, like all 
other honest men, pay your debts for your foreign im- 
portations in coin, and that money which is in your State 
banks, and is the great basis of your currency. Every 
silver dollar drawn from these vaults must withdraw four 
dollars from your currency in circulation, every million 
must withdraw four millions, and every ten millions must 
take out of circulation forty millions of your eurreney. 
Such a reduction of the quantity must bring on a scarcity 
of money, and thus diminish the money price of all our 
products. What effect will this have on your outstand- 
ing debts, contracted for the purchase of imported manu- 
factures? You pay, in a currency worth from five to forty 
per cent. more, dollar for dollar, than it was when you 
made your purchase. Let those who shall aid in bring- 
ing such a state of things on our country not be unmind- 
ful that the betrayers and ruiners of nations never escape 
the wrath of man, nor the righteous displeasure of God. 

Sir, this billis brought before us as a mere revenue 
measure. Its enactment is required of us, not for any 
benefit to the people, but simply ‘to supply the wants 
of Government.” The Ways and Means Committee tell 
us that they can dispense with the tariff of 1828 and of 
1832, and give up all protective legislation. Just give us, 
say they, fifteen millions of dollars only: that is all. 

In God’s name, I say piotsly, and not profanely, no 
matter how little, if nothing is to be done by it for the 
people. Will not the people soon learn that Government 
is doing nothing for them? Will they not discover that 
their own magistrates, under their own laws, in their own 
State, can and do secure them in life, liberty, and pro- 
perty? And will they not, when this Government ceases 
to visit them with its benefits in the encouragement and 


justly called, the submission bill. It is, indeed, more;! protection of their labor, will they not learn that it isa 
for we must give up all our great system of protection for| Government of burdens, and not to be supported at the 
free labor in our own country to the slave policy—the| cost of continual taxation--and that merely to keep on 
mere cotton-growing policy; and then adopt that policy| foot the pride of national establishment, and the parade 
in our intercourse with foreign nations. What is this po-| of congressional legislation, the power of judicial deci- 
licy? Your pure cotton planter makes all for market. | sion, and the array of Executive departments? Sir, per- 


He sells all which he makes, and buys all which he con- 
sumes. Pass this bill, and, so far as it abandons protec- 
tion, you adopt this cotton-growing policy. You abandon 
manufacturing labor, return to the mere culture of the 
soil; and you expect to sell the production of your agri- 
cultural labor to foreign nations, and to purchase from 
them your manufactured fabrics. 

Sir, excessive importation has been the curse of our 
country. Not to mention many intervening years, let 
every man call to mind the ruin which covered our coun- 
try, from these excessive importations, after the revolu- 
tionary war, and, in like manner, after the last war; and| 
then you may conjecture, with sufficient certainty, what| 


mit me to repeat what I have said here five years ago: 
‘* Whenever this Government comes to live by mere taxa- 
tion on the people, it will speedily expire, or cease to 
have any efficient existence. You may, for a while, or at 
times by extraordinary appliances, give to it seeming vi- 
tality, but it will not be wholesome and efficient anima- 
tion, but merely a succession of convulsions and grimaces, 
such as a galvanic battery may give to the naked carcass 
of an executed felon.” 

A bill to supply the wants of Government! What are 
they? Fifteen millions will cover them. Let us, fora 
moment, examine this measure. Will it supply those 
wants? I think it may be demonstrated that this bill will 


will come upon us, by the same cause, from the adoption| not, if enacted, raise fifteen, or even twelve and a half 


of the policy of this bill. 


millions.’ In determining this inquiry, we should first exa- 





If you cease to manufacture your own fabrics, and im- 
port them from foreign countries, you must pay for them; 
and in what products can this payment be made: in wheat, 
incorn, in flour? England and France buy no foreign 
breadstuffs unless famine press hard upon them, and com- 
pel the purchase. In that event, the fertile lands and 
abundant harvests of all Europe are nearer to their mar- 
ket, and will fill and crowd that market with abundance 
before we can arrive in their ports. Will you pay in fish, 
in oil, in bone, or provisions, or sugar? These are all 


mine and ascertain the probable amour of importation, 
land then the rate of impost, according to this bill. 

Our consumption of foreign commodities must bé go- 
verned in its amount by our export of domestic produc- 
tion. What has that been from 1818 up to thistime? Of 
domestic products, we exported, in round numbers-— 
| In 1818, $73,000,000 

1819, 50,000,000 
| 1820, 51,000,000 
1821, 43,000,000 
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49,000,000 
47,000,000 
52,166,666 
50,000,000 
66,000,000 
53,000,000 
58,000,000 
50,000,000 
55,000,000 
59,000,000 


61,000,000 
61,000,000 
63,000,000 
62,000,000 


Average, 


Average, 


General average, - $58 


999 99 
9999, Dk 


By this export our consumption of foreign commodities 
must be, in some degree, governed; for whatever we may 
import, we must export it again, if we cannot furnish do- 
mestic production enough to pay for it. What has been 
the amount of our importation since 1821? 

It was in that year, a . 62,000,000 

 }) a 83,000,000 

es 8 77,000,000 
SS 80,000,000 
1825, « - 96,090,000 
1826, - - 84,000,000 


DI90 900 
80,333,353 


In 1827, 
1828, 
1829, 
1830, 
1831, 
1832, 


79,000,000 
88,000,000 
74,000,000 
70,000,000 
103,000,000 
100,000,000 
89,000,000 


$84,500,000 


Average, 


General average, - 


Of this amount of importation, more or less is annually 
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Suppose our importation be 84,500,000 dollars, one. 
sixth part of all this is, by the laws anterior to last July, 
free of duty. Call this, though it is more, 14,000,000, 
this leaves 70,500,000. By the law of last session, and 
by this bill, 3,000,000 dollars more are made free of 
duty; this, deducted, leaves 67,500,000. One-fifth part 
of the whole importation is usually exported: this amounts 
to 16,900,000 dollars; but from this should be deducted 
one-sixth part of the free goods, equal to 2,300,000 do! 
lars, leaving 13,600,000 dollars to be deducted from the 
last balance. This leaves 53,900,000 dollars. Deduct from 
this sum the capital likely to be employed in the impor. 
tation of cotton, indigo, wool, and cotton yarn, amount 
ing to 4,900,000 dollars, and the amount left, on which 
to charge your average duty, as you must admit, but 
twenty per cent., will be 49,000,000 dollars. At that 
rate of duty you will realize from this importation 
9,800,000 dollars of revenue. Should your importation 
rise up to 87,000,000 dollars, you might realize a re 
venue of 10,300,000 dollars. If you raise imports by thi: 
bill to thirty per cent., and do not obtain more than 
84,500,000 dollars of annual importation, your revenu 
will not exceed 14,700,000 dollars. 

One deduction further, after all those already made, 
must be made from the amount of revenue to be produc- 
ed and brought into the treasury by this measure. South 
Carolina has ordained the non-payment hereafter of all 
reyenue. A State so burdened with import! A State so 
burdened with export, paying 40 per cent. on $7,000,000 
of exported cotton, equal to 2,800,000 dollars, and 60 per 
cent. on a like amount of imports, equal to 4,200,000 dol 
lars; what could she do under such a load of taxation? Se- 
ven millions annually! How can the nation exist, and want 
such a large portion of all the public revenue? It must 
be surrendered, however: for South Carolina has taken 
her stand behind her own ordinance, and on the eternal 
bottom of her own reserved rights, her indomitable sove 
reignty. She has—let who will pay for the music of Go- 
vernment, she has resolved, henceforth, to keep all her 
own money in her own pocket. What willthe loss be 
to the treasury? What it might be, we cannot tell; but 
we can ascertain what this mother of all chivalry did pay 
in 1831. The foreign imports of that State were, in that 
year, 1,238,133 dollars. Of this, 46,596 dollars were ex 
ported, and 1,191,537 dollars left; on this, after deduct- 
ing one-sixth part free, duty was paid into the treasury 
Say the amount was 1,200,000 dollars, the deduction for 
free goods, one-sixth part, or 200,000 dollars, and a duty 


exported, according as our domestic exports, with the|of 21 per cent. was paid on this 1,000,000 dollars of fo 
profit on their sale in foreign countries, and the amount|reign importations; this duty equalled 210,000 dollars, 
of freight, may enable us to use and consume foreign pro-|and this amount must be deducted from your revenue of 


ducts. We generally send abroad one-fifth part of our 
importation; but, in 1831, nearly one-fourth was exported. 

What is the average rate of duty by this bill? On su- 
gar, from thirty to one hundred, in some cases two hun- 
dred per cent.; on hammered bar iron, thirty; rolled, 
eighty; on cast iron, fifty; and on hardware, thirty per 
cent. Capital will not be employed in excessive impor- 
tation of these commodities when others are free, or 
encumbered by a light duty only. Cotton is free, and, 
doubtless, two millions will be employed in importing that 
product. Indigo, under a heavy duty, was imported las 
year to the amount of 900,000 dollars. If this bill go into 
operation, not less than that amount will be used in the 
importation of indigo. Cotton yarn is ten per cent. and 
coarse wool is free. At least 2,000,000 dollars will be 
employed in the importation of these commodities. 

What, under all these circumstances, will be the ave- 
rage rate of duty under this bill, should it be made a law? 
It 1s called a bill to reduce the duty on imports: it should 
then render them less than they are by the law of July, 
1832. By that law, the rate of duty on all importations 
is twenty-one per cent.; by this, twenty per cent. should 
not be exceeded. 


10,300,000: for, according to the new tariff made by the 
ordinance of South Carolina, that State will hereafter pay 
no more revenue to the United States. You will, there- 
fore, have a clear revenue, under this bill, of 10,100,000 
dollars, and no more. It must be admitted that the blank 
left in the revenue account by this famous ordinance does 
not create, if | may be allowed the phrase, a very great 
void in the treasury; but this State seems to think it is 
wise and honorable, the less money she has to pay, to 
make the more noise at the paymentof it. Rhode Island, 
‘with less than a fifth part of the population of South Ca- 
rolina, and with not a fortieth part of the land, has annu- 
ally paid into the treasury more than this amount, to avoid 
the payment of which, South Carolina, with all her chi- 
valry, now wages war with the United States. 

Sir, we are told that diminished imposts, under the pro- 
visions of this bill, will set at liberty 12,000,000 dollars; 
and that our present quantity of imported commodities 
being reduced, in cost, by-that amount, we can import 
and consume 12,000,000 more ef those commodities. 
This additional importation, as we are told, will give us 
an addition to our revenue. If our imported merchandise 
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expend this amount in such importation? This sum will 
not be in the hands of importing merchants. They now 
impert, we will suppose, 85,000,000 dollars in commodi- 
ties suitable to our market. They add to this amount, 
say 24,000,000, being the amount of duties under the law 
of 1828. To this whole amount they add, first, the cost 
of importation, and then their profits. They secure the 
payment of the duties at the custom-house, by their bonds, 
at six, eight, and twelve months’ credit. The whole 
amount, including duties, is then sold to wholesale mer- 
chants, at a like credit, of six, eight, and twelve months. 
These wholesale dealers sell to retail merchants, on a 
similar credit; and these retail merchants sell and distri- 
bute the whole to their customers, the ultimate: consum- 
ers of these imported commodities. The consumer pays 
the whole amount, profit, importation, and impost; and 
each dealer, in the whole succession, pays his creditor, 
until the money secured at the custom-house by the im- 
porter, and charged by him upon this merchandise, comes 
to his hands, from the consumers, and he pays the amount 
into the custom-house, and takes up his bond. 

The next year these goods will be charged, for duties, 
with 12,000,000 less in amount. Importers will give 
bonds for 12,000,000 less; they will sell for 12,000,000 
less; and consumers will pay 12,000,000 less for their im- 
ported commodities. This amount, this 12,000,000, will 
not come into the hands of importers as a capital, to be 
used in importation, but will remain in the hands of all 
the millions of consumers, in all parts of the United States, 
to be reserved by them out of that part of their revenue, 
and set apart by them the last year, for consumption, and 
will be added, if they choose to do so, to their productive 
capital. A part of this reserved 12,000,000 will be in the 
hands of agricultural, a part in the hands of mechanic, a 
part in the hands of manufacturing consumers. A por- 
tion will belong to those who work the forests, a portion 
to the laborers in the fisheries, and another portion will 
remain with all those who move the coasting and internal 
trade of the whole country. A portion, it is true, will be 
in the hands of the importing merchants; but that portion 
will be, in respect to the whole, as the consumption of} 
those importers is in respect to the whole consumption 
of the nation in such imported commodities. The por-} 
tion of the importing merchant may be used in importa- 
tion, but the portions of all others will, most probably, be| 
employed as capital, in some kind of domestic production. 
It is, therefore, very improbable that $12,000,000 saved, 
if it should be saved, from imported consumption, will 
be employed in foreign importation, and thereby increase 
your revenue. 

Suppose, however, the attempt were made to extend 
our foreign importation to the amount of $12,000,000. If 
you import, you must export, to pay for your imports. 
What would you send abroad, and to whom would you) 
send it? Who wants, or who will buy of you any more| 
of your products of the seas, or of the forests, or of your! 
fields, for food, either animal or vegetable? Can you sell 
more tobacco? Sir, this crop is at its maximum. No 
quantity sent out will bring home any more money. 
Would you, if you*could sell it, push the culture one acre 
further? It is, of all plants, most exhausting to the land. 
The march of an army of locusts, described in the lan- 
guage of inspiration, most of all resembles the progress of 
this deleterious plant: ‘* Béfore it, is a fruitful field; be- 
hind it, barrenness and desolation.” 

Will you export more cotton? Can you get more mo- 
ney for it, if you send out more millions of pounds’ Per- 
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haps for a few years you may; bat this product, also, has 
nearly reached the maximum of price which the consump- 
tion of the world will give, or, indeed, can give, for any 
quantity whatever. 

The wants of nations are limited by two impassable 
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cost us 12,000,000 dollars less, is it certain that we shall! barriers: the one is their power to consume, the other 


is their power to pay. Quantity, no matter how much, 
thrown into the market, cannot, when that quantity has 
reached either of these limits, increase value or market 
price. 

Nature has fixed a limit to our power to consume, both 
of needful food and of needful clothing. We may render 
our food more costly and luxurious, but we cannot so 
distend our animal organs as to very much increase the 
quantity. Itis, in a great measure, so with our cloth- 
ing—the quantity cannot be increased, though the quali- 
ty may be rendered more expensive. The great mags of 
consumers, the Jabor, and industry, and economy of the 
world, are limited in their wants, both by the prudence of 
thejr necessities, and by the amount of their means of 
payment. 

Vanity—it need not be called human vanity, for, of all 
animals, it is said none but our race are comforted by this 
distinguishing attribute of vanity—vanity has no limit to 
its capacity for dress and ornament. The dandies and 
belles of the world would consume, on the adornment of 
their persons, the labor of the universe, the wealth of all 
generations. We are told, I believe, by Tacitus, that 
the daughter of a Roman proconsul attended a levee 
of Tiberius, adorned at a cost of 500,000 pounds sterling. 
Have we not seen, and that_frequently, the very affec- 
tionate daughters of very indulgent fathers enter the ball 
room, and waltz, and cotillon, ornamented with several 
hundred bales of cotton in each sleeve of their dress? 
These ornaments are, almost exclusively, the labor of the 
human hand. One pound of Flanders flax, worth twelve 
cents, is often worked up into a commodity equal, in 
market value, to 200 pounds sterling; and one pound of 
sea island cotton, worth thirty cents, may, when wrought 
into laces or lawns, bring 60 pounds. England ex- 
ports 70,000,000 yards of lace; but four ounces of cotton 
are manufactured into thirty yards of it. The dress of 
the beauty, the fashion, and the vanity of our race is 
often as filmy, as immaterial, and as translucent as the 
same quantity of summer moonshine. Your cotton ex- 
portation may not be very much benefited by this kind of 
consumption. 

If the twelve millions received from the consumption 
of foreign imports, by this measure, should be added to 
the capital of the country, and employed in domestic pro- 
duction of all kinds, about three-fifths parts of it would 
be fixed in the instruments of labor; and the other remain 
circulating, and to be annually consumed and reproduced 
with, as it may be, some profit. What part of this.con- 
sumption would be of foreign, what of domestic products? 
and what part of this production would be made for ex- 
port, and what for the domestic market? At most, not 
more than three millions of dollars could be exported and 
exchanged for commodities paying a duty when import- 
ed. On this, under the act of July 14, 1832, at a duty of 
twenty-one per cent. on such as would be dutiable, you 
might realize four hundred thousand dollars of additional 
revenue. According to the statement made at the trea- 
sury, on the 26th of July last, the bill of the 14th of the 
same July will, on an importation of seventy million eight 
hundred thousand dollars, yield a revenue of tweive mil- 
lion one hundred and one thousand doliars. Add this last 
item to that statement, and you will realize under the law, 
enacted after so much labor and deliberation at the last 
session, just twelve million five hundred and one thousand 
dollars; a fraction more than the amount which, in ad- 
dition to the land revenue of two million five hundred 
thousand, it is said, will be wanted by the Government. 
Where, then, is the want of a further reduction of the 
rate of impost? It is idle to pretend it. If this bill tell 
truth in its title, and really will reduce the rate of duties 
on imports, there will be a deficiency, unless we liave an 
over importation. The bill before us must, therefore, be 
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predicated on the continuance of the over importation of 
the two last years. Itis true, we may import one hun- 
dred millions of dollars, but it must be for re-exportation, 
and not for consumption in the country. What does the 
domestic market require? The importation and exporta- 
tion of 1830 completely answer the question. 
In that year, we exported - - - $70,876,920 
Of that amount, were exported - - 14,387,470 
Of which exports— 
Cottons were - - 
Woollens - - 
Iron and steel], and fabrics 
of each - - 
Teas . - 
Coffee - 


$1,500,000 
250,000 


150,000. 
892, 807 
1,046,542 


Total, $53,839,349 


In 1830, therefore, your market was over supplied in 
cottons, woollens, iron, steel, hardware, tea, coffee; and 
you exported more than three million seven hundred 
thousand dollars of these commodities, paying the high 
est rate of duties. Besides all this, you exported in that 
year, of— 

Domestic cottons . - . - 
Domestic iron, and manufactures of it, and of 
steel, - - - - - 


$1,300,000 


300,000 


Total; 


What, sir, in future years, will increase our disposition 
or capacity to consume, or our power to pay for foreign 
commodities? If, therefore, importation over and above 
the amount made in 1830 has been, or shall hereafter be 
made, it has been done for exportation, and to increase 
our carrying trade for other nations; because they cannot 


work so cheap, or will not work for so small profits as! 


our navigators and merchants. Will demand be made 
during the next six years by the increase of population 
fur any further increase of importation? Sir, be pleased 
to look at the over importations of 1831 and 1832. In 
the first, 38, and in the second, $30,000,000; and in both 
years, $63,000,000 over and above the import of 1850. 
In that year you exported $14,000,000 only; but in 1831 
you exported $20,000,000; and in 1832, $24,000,000. 
This is $17,000,000 over the average export of 1830. 
Still, after all this, a surplus is left in the country, over 
and above the consumption of that year; a surplus equal 
to $43,000,000. This is more than $6,000,000 a year 
for the next coming six years, and wil) more than cover 
any demand, yearly to be made, by the increase of popu- 
lation. There can surely be no new demand for increas- 
ed importation of cottons and woollens; for $17,000,000 
of the excessive importations of those two last years were 
made in those fabrics. Let it not be forgotten that the 
import of 1831 was $103,000,000; the export $81,000,000; 
and thus there was left in the country an unpaid for ex- 
cess of $22,000,000. In 1832, the import was $100,000, - 
000, and the export $87,000,000;"and thus, also, was left 


balance unpaid was $35,000,000. Some part of this, 


perhaps $5,000,000, might be profits and freights; but a} 
very large part was, and is, a debt outstanding against | 


the future exportation of the country. We must, there- 
fore, undoubtedly produce and send to England, where 
this debt is almost wholly due, at least 5,000,000 dollars 
a year for the next six years, to liquidate ‘the principal 
of this debt, if we say not any thing whatever about the 
interest. 

Where, then, is the statesman, who looks quite through 
all the great interests of this nation; and who, with all 
these facts under his eye, can believe that the American 
people can import and consume in each year, during the 
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six years now immediately to come, 30,000,000 dollars 
more than was imported and consumed in 1830? Where, 
then, is the wisdom of settling our scheme of revenue on 
the hope of such ruinous importation? 

Ifour consumption do not require more foreign com- 
modities, and such are imported. to the amount of 
12,000,000 dollars, these commodities, if consumed in the 
country, and not exported, must ultimately displace and 
exclude from our national consumption and market 
12,000,000 of domestic productions. Suppose our market 
require 48,000,000 of cotton and woollen fabrics annual. 
ly, and, when fairly supplied, afford a profit of 7 per 
cent. equal to 3,360,000 dollars. Then let foreign fa- 
brics, of those kinds, be imported, equal in amount to 
12,000,000 more, and crowded into the same market for 
sale. Will not price fall in proportion to the over sup- 
ply? That over supply amounts to one-fifth part. Price 
must, therefore, fall one-fifth part, or 20 per cent. The 
whole 60,000,000 will bring no more than 48 would have 
brought, for 48,000,000 was all the cotton and woollen 
goods which were wanted. That amount of money was 
all which the nation would or could pay for their supply 
of those fabrics; and they would give precisely as much 
money for enough, as they would give for any quantity 
more than enough. If the keeper of an inn informsa 
traveller that he will furnish him with one good dinner for 
one dollar, but, as he has plenty of provision, he will sell 
him two for one dollar and twenty-five cents; the traveller 
wants but one dinner, can eat but one dinner; and if the 
keeper put twenty dinners on the table, he will pay but 
forone. If, therefore, 12,000,000 of cottons and wool- 
lens, in foreign fabrics, be added to your market, a loss 
must take place equal to that amount. This would fall 
on the domestic and foreign producers, according to the 
supply furnished by them respectively; 2,400,000 to the 
foreign, and 9,600,000 to the domestic producer. Would 
this increase or diminish domestic production’? and what 
effect would it have on our power to import and consume 
foreign commodities? 

Twelve millions lost the first year, and this loss repeat- 
ed, by a yearly over import of twelve millions of dollars, 
during six years, and you will find seventy-two millions 
of dollars have been lost by this war of importation, made 
against the manufacturing labor of the country. One-fifth, 
or fourteen million four hundred thousand dollars, is 
lost by foreigners; and four-fifths, or fifty-seven million 
six hundred thousand dollars, by Americans. This would 
dispose of the whole, if not more than the whole, circu- 
lating capital now employed in those two branches of our 
domestic production. Is this to be the effect? Was it 
the final cause of this bill? Does it, by reduced duties, 
tempt men to make excessive importations in any other 
commodities? Look at the provisions of it. On cotton 
yarns, a duty of ten per cent.; on woollen yarns, a duty 
of fifteen; on coarse woollen cloths, five per cent.; on 
all other woollens, and on all cottons, twenty per cent. 
impost. Last summer, we were told that impost on cot- 
tons and woollens was sixty-three per cent.; but more 


ithan twenty-seven millions in those commodities were 
a balance unpaid for, of 13,000,000. In both years, the total | 


imported in 1831. Was not this bill, with these reduced 
and pitiful rates of duty, calculated and fitted to increase 
those importations up to twelve millions of dollars more, 
and thereby secure the utter ruin of those productions in 
the United States? 

Do not inquire after the paternity of such a measure; 
for who would declare its generation? It is of dark and 
demoniac origin, and was named at no holy fount. It re- 
ceived a foul baptism in ‘* the abhorred Styx, thé flood of 
deadly hate.” Why this glozing title, ‘a bill to reduce 
and otherwise alter the duties on imports?” In the form 
of its enactments, it is as classically British as at and after 
the rate of five dollars for every one hundred dollars va- 
lue thereof. _ In its cotton and woollen provisions, Mar- 
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chester and Leeds themselves could not have devised | ductions of the mines and forges of foreign nations, as well 
measures more purely English. Let it be entitled a bill 


as of our own country? Sir, New England annually con- 
to aid Old in the ruin of New England, to avenge these |sumes twenty times as much iron and steel as all the se- 


brave men slain by Yankees at Lexington and Bunker'| ven anti-protection States. Massachusetts, nay, the little 
Hill, and for certain other purposes. State of Rhode Island, uses up, in farming, in manufac- 

If diminished impost increase importation and consump-| turing, and in navigation and commerce, ten times as much 
tion of foreign commodities, and thereby diminish the con-|iron and steel annually as is consumed in all her labors by 
sumption of domestic products, then this diminished rate | the great nullification State of South Carolina. What are 
of impost isa regulation of commerce for the discourage-|the duties on iron? At what a rate of taxation does New 
ment of American, and the encouragement of foreign in-| England get her supply of this commodity? By this bill, 


dustry. Twelve millions of dollars more are to be used | the tax on hammered bar iron, and on all the fabrics made 


for imports. ‘This excludes the products of twelve mil-|from of it, is thirty per cent. On cast iron it is fifty per 
lions of American, and brings into our market those of|cent., and on rolled bar iron it is eighty-one per cent. 
English labor and capital to an equal amount. ‘*The}| Where does the labor of our country consume sugar’ 
neighboring powers” of the South tell us that all con-|In the same devoted land of New England. What is the 
gressional enactments for the encouragement of Ameri-|rate of tax on sugar? If it cost abroad, as much of it does, 
can labor and capital are utterly unconstitutional; but to|one cent a pound, the tax is 200 per cent.; if two cents, 
this bill they neither express nor feel any such-objections; | 100; if three cents, 75; if four, 50; and if five, 30 per 
because, though it is a bill for encouragement, yet does it | cent. 
transfer that encouragement from American labor and| What is the tax ontea? Thirty per cent.; and the 
capital, where it was originally placed by the Hamiltons, | laborer of New England is the great consumer and payer 
the Madisons, and the Ellsworths, the great founders of|of this tax. What is the tax on coffee? Ten per cent.; 
our system; and, under the advisement of the Coopersjand the wealth and leisure, not the labor of the South, 
and Calhouns of these degenerate days, it gives that same |are the great consumers. 
encouragement to the labor and capital of England. in New England, now of more than threescore and ten 
Must we indeed make this sacrifice to the Moloch of|years; the husband of her youth fell at the battle of 
disunion, now blowing his fires, and heating his furnace, |Eutaw, by the side of Green. Her only son, as brave a 
in the distant South? Barbarian and ruthless god! Will}seaman as ever gave canvass to the wind, was one of 


he not spare his own devotees? The State of Maine | those gallant men who rowed Perry from the wreck of 
holds three millions of dollars in cottons, in wool, and in 


the Lawrence, and placed him on that deck which bore 
woollens; while all her foreign import trade does not ex-|him successfully and in triumph through that war on the 


ceed five hundred and eighty thousand dollars. New|waters of Erie. Here he received a ball in his breast, 
Hampshire has five million ffve hundred thousand dollars} which, fixed in his side, finally carried him to his grave, 
in cottons, and two millions in wool and woollens; and all} whither his bereaved mother followed him, and his wife 
her foreign commerce of importation hardly equals two}also, in 1824. They left two little orphans, a son and a 
hundred thousand dollars annually. How many men, wo-} daughter, one of them now twelve and the other fourteen 
men, and children, in these two States, earn their bread | years old. 


} These affectionate and grateful children now 
and clothing, and shelter themselves from the winter} work in a factory, and feed and support their aged grand- 


storms of New England, by their daily labor in these manu-|mother. Look into her cottage, sir, as I have done: it is 
facturing vocations? All these must not only be sacri-|the abode of neatness, humble comfort, and pious resig- 
ficed to this consuming deity of disunion, but he demands |nation and hope. She will offer you the hospitality (itis 
that their own neighbors and familiar friends, placed jall she can) of her frugal table. Her bread is coarse, but 
here for their preservation by their unsuspecting confi-|}sweetened by thé affection- of those who have earned it 
dence, the congressional delegation from those two States, |for her; her tea is brown bohea, but she has paid a tax of 
shall bind the victims, and with their own hands lift the |50 per cent. upon the humble beverage; her sugar is of 
sacrificial knife; and, asa devoted priesthood, do all other|the darkest shade and the cheapest quality, but she has 
barbarous rites of his altar, paid a tax of 200 per cent. on its cost in the West Indies. 
Sir, we are sometimes told that this is a mere revenue |She will, after the humble repast, present to you, if you 
measure—an assessment of taxes on the people of the | will receive it, the clean, white, sociable pipe, and the 
United States. If so, it should have exercised care and| Virginia weed prepared in the best style of Richmond; 
honest diligence, and, by its provisions, equalized the bur- | but this indulgence has come to her use under a protect- 
dens of those people. Examine those provisions: look at |img tax of 125 per cent. 
iron. Where is that commodity in the greatest abundance 
consumed? In New England. First, in our agriculture; 
the rocks of our region, when they do not rise above, come 
nearly up to the surface. That surface is, in most parts 


Sir, Ido remember a widow 





You, sir, have also seen the Southern planter served 
with his evening coffee at a tax of ten per cent., with su- 
gar, double refined, at but oné-fourth the tax paid on the 
|cheapest brown; and each utensil, with its rich contents, 
of that region, thickly set with chip stone. Our hoes | presented to the wealthy master by a separate slave, and 
can rarely strike a blow, or our ploughs or harrows move /all dressed by their owner in fabrics at a tax of but five 
a foot, without encountering either a solid rock, or some |per cent. Are you not ready to exclaim, as the Saviour 
fragment of flint, quartz, or granite. The feet of our |of the world exclaimed ina like case, ‘‘ Verily this poor 
working cattle and horses are, from necessity, continually | widow hath cast more into the treasury than they all!” 
covered with-iron and steel; and in winter this must often | Notwithstanding this, sir, you have heretofore, and that 
be removed, sharpened, and replaced, to sustain these |right often, heard this hall echo with the voice of com- 
laborious animals on their feet in their movements over |plaint made here by those very men, and, as we were as- 
the ice. You, of the South, call New England ‘* the land |sured, for the benefit of the poor; nor could Iscariot him- 
of ships.’? What, like a ship, isso nailed, and spiked, | self, should he come to a resurrection, and call to us from 
and bolted, and cabled, and anchored, with iron? Our the foot of the gallows, be either more loud or mote sin- 
factories, from the water-wheel to the card, the spindle, |cere in their behalf. 
and loom, are not only fastened and covered, but literally | Sir, is there no protection in this bill? 
fabricated from iron and steel. Our mechanics—But I |there. Iron, the product of th 
forbear. Who does not know that we cannot move in| Tennessee, and Pennsylvania, and New York, and New 
our labors in the forests, the fields, the workshops, or on Jersey, is perfectly protected in all those markets of the 
the ovean, unless armed, from head to heel, in these pro- | United States where it can come in competition with the 





Yes, in truth js 
mines and the forges of 
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foreign commodity. Sugar, the product of Louisana and 
Southern Georgia, is also protected; and, by this provi- 
sion of the bill, the cotton, rice, and tobacco production 
of all the South is protected against all the capital and la- 
bor now. employed in the production of sugar. Wool, 
woollens, and cottons, the productions of New England, 
are left at the mercy of foreign competition. In nothing 
is the hostility of this measure against New England so 
conspicuous as in the reduction of the duty on nails from 
five to three cents the pound. Making cut nails is a New 
England, a Rhode Island invention. I well knew the 
man who invented the machine, which, after many im- 
provements, now performs this work so perfectly, that 
our market is supplied with nails at five and a half cents 
per pound, where, before this art was invented, their cost 
was not lesS than fifteen cents. Jeremiah Wilkinson, of 
Cumberland, was the inventor, an hoyest man, of infinite 
industry. He was never idle, never stood still, when any 
thing of use could be done. He was as untiring as the 
little insect, that pattern of industry, which you some- 
times see running up and down in the morning on the 
fore-stick of your fire. This man planted more trees than 
any other man of his time, and has left to his sons his 
farms, his fruit trees, and, more than all, his excellent cha- 
racter, and his excellent habits of life. 

This trade of nail making is carried on with ceaseless 
labor in Rhode: Island, and in that part of Massachusetts 
which once was the colony of Plymouth. Foreign iron 
has been mostly used, but lately these men have brought 
iron from the mineral region of Tennessee, by the way of 
New Orleans; and a hope was entertained that, if they 
were thus relieved from the duty on foreign iron, -they 
could afford their nails, perhaps, for four cents a pound. 
They knew their invention had been pirated from the 
Patent Office, and sold in England; but they never dream- 
ed that Congress would aid the English purchasers of their 
patent by such a measure as this bill has furnished, for 
the encouragement of British labor and capital. The re- 
venue had no concern in this matter. No importation of 
nails, unless for exportation, could be made, when the 
duty was five cents, and the American nails were sold for 
five anda half. This reduction of the duty to three cents 
could dnswer no other purpose than to enable the Eng- 
lish to make cut nails from their cheap, coarse rolled iron; 
and thus ruin this New England trade, by the importation 
of a flood of this foreign article, so brittle that they will 
almost break by the wind of the blow, before the ham- 
mer can reach the end of them; and yet so cheap, that 
the market for New England nails may be ruined by their 
importation. This measure was not placed in this bill to 
reduce the revenue, but to destroy the American product, 
and make room for the English. 

What will the nation, what will the world, what will 
history and posterity say, concerning these arrangements 
and set-offs’ They will say, unless she reject this bill 
with scorn, that Pennsylvania is purchased by the protec- 
tion on her iron, to aid in the ruin of New England. They 
will say, unless she set her foot on the bill, that New York 
has been paid by the electoral vote of Virginia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia. 
They will moreover say, (and who can contradict the say- 
ing?) that Virginia has been purchased by a patent to ma- 
nufacture bituminous coal, pigtail and negro head tobacco. 

What does this destroying and reconciling measure ef- 
fect. for South Carolina? South Carolina, instructed by 
her English oracle ten years ago, believes now, as he told 
her then, that cotton will never be imported into Charles- 
ton until coals shall be imported into Newcastle. . What 
does she gain? She gets her will; and what term:gant 
would not be satisfied by sucha boon? Her war of free 
trade, secured behind the bales of her great staple, like 
that of New Orleans, is triumphant; and, what is still more 
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Orleans. She nullifies; and then she, by her p 

war and menace, compels him to recommend this bill; anq 
you, by enacting it, to repeal your tariff, and abolish your 
whole system of protection. 

She may then look from her own desolate fields on the 
kindred desolation of her whole country. She will, as she 
hopes, be avenged on New England prosperity; and pay 
the debt of gratitude due from the tories of 1782, to the 
memory of Green by the ruin of his native State. 

She will do more. She will raise a monument mor: 
lofty, if not more enduring, than that of Washington, to 
her favorite son, once the ardent advocate, now the re. 
morseless enemy of protection; the successful wielder, j{ 
not the discoverer of nullification; and the second illust; 
dus founder of Southern supremacy. 

What matter for the overthrow of his country! Did not 
chaos exclaim, ‘‘ Havoc, and spoil, and ruin are my gain” 
And did not the lust of power respond, ‘*'Toreign, though 
in hell, is worth ambition?” q 

What have you done, sir, chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Weans, what have you done for New England 
New England, the landing place of the pilgrims; the cra 
dle of American independence; New England, the blood 
of whose sons has fertilized so many Southern, and con 
secrated so many Northern fields. What, I demand of 
you, have you done, in all your wise provisions, for Ne\ 
England? You have left undemolished—what could you 
else?—her rivers and rocks, her mountains and wiuter 
storms; and, O how courteous! you have not taken away 
from her the curse of exterior influence, and interior trex 
chery. 

You may triumph, you cannot subdue; New England 
labor, like New England valor, can never be subdued. 

You of the South have essayed every scheme and shif 
of policy. Your embargo lashed our ships to the wharves 
until their shrouds felt from the masts. Your non-inter- 
course and war locked up in warehouse the staple of our 
commerce, which had been purchased, and long paid fo: 
to you; and even New Orleans was defended by the cot. 
ton of New England. By your tariff of 1816, you called 
on New England to sacrifice the rich East India commerc: 
of Salem, of Boston, of Rhode Island, and Connecticut, to 
what then you denominated a much greater interest—the 
national independence and the common welfare. 

Nor have our primary interests alone excited your hos 
tility. Every blight of calumny has been blown over th: 
character of New England, by Southern slander. For our 
attachment to Washington, and the principles and polic; 
of Washington, we have been calumniated and denounced 
as monarchists, English partisans, and tories. 

Plots, the vile brood of malice, have been hatched un 
der Southern incubation, and fledged for flight, and 
with our own money, bought up and sent out into tl 
world, like flocks of harpies, that by their impurities the) 
might make foul the good name and untarnished patr: 
otism of New England. 

The low, vulgar abuse of the employments, the trades, 
and character of Yankees, is consecrated, and sent abroad 
in the world, in the posthumous publications of the suc- 
cessor and political rival of Washington. In tenpenny 
pamphlets, lately published by one of the great men ol 
that rival, New England is again set down as traitorousls 
trading, during the last war, with the enemy in English 
Government bills. 

Sir; let me tell these men, the genius of New England 
is not thus to be overthrown. You may, if I may allude 
to the wrestling ring, you may, by some trick, foil, you 
may bring him to a knee, but never will you have power 
to lay him on the back. 

Place New England on a region of rock, without earth 
or water, our labor shall drill the solid stone, and, like 
the staff of the prophet, let out the gushing stream. Our 


delightful, is triumphant against the hero himself of New| perseverance shall beat the flint into small dust, and cover 
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the whole surface with soil. The dews, and the rain, 
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ouse wrought at the 


Sir, the fabric of law, which this H 





and the sunshine of heaven, the only creatures of God {last session with so much care and labor, cannot now be 


Jeft by you, in amity with us, shall give to our new earth 
moisture and fertility; and time, and labor, and God’s 
blessings, shall cover the whole region with verdure, with 
plants and trees, with cornfields and gardens, pastures 
and meadows. 

What has all this perpetually labored and cunningly 


unravelled by us, without self-rebuke and self-reproach. 
To call on us to do so, is requiring of us to enact, and 
put on the legislative archives of the nation, a perpetual 
record of our own dishonor. 

Nor would the repeal of the law of July, by the enact- 
ment of this bill, be regarded by the nation as more dero- 


devised trans-Potomac policy benefited its votaries? This |gatory to the honor than the integrity of this Congress. 
system of change and vacillation? ‘This cotton and to- |For that law, though not technically in force until the 3d 
bacco economy? ‘This toil for perpetual exportation of |of next March, has, in fact, gone into operation in hun- 
the sweat of your goaded labor, and the fertility of your |dveds of thousands of instances. How many contracts, in 
hard driven lands? Look into your own speeches, both jall parts of the country, have been made in every branch 


on this floor and elsewhere; are they not filled with fields 
scourged down to barrenness, and slaves multiplied, and 
worked up to the very point of insurrection? 

Will this measure, if it succeed, and ruin us, place you 
in better condition? If it fail, and you nullify, or secede, 
will our ruin, or your separation from us, restore virgin 
freshness to your lands, or give to your midnight slumbers 
one moment more of quietness? 

Sir, the provisions of this bill would never, by my voice, 
be passed into a law; but if ever, surely not on this day, 
or in this year of our redemption. We did, at the very 
Jast session, and not more than six months ago, regulate 
and settle this whole question; and that, too, after long 
aud solemn debate, protracted deliberation, and unwea- 
ried labor. Are we half a year wiser, now, as we are 
scarcely so much older, than we were at that session? 
Who has received a revelation? for not one of us can have 
on this question, by human agency, more knowledge than 
when we voted for the law of last July. ‘Then a compro- 
mise, as it was said, and settlement, were made. What 
pledges were given, God knows; but can greater be given 
at this time? Settle the question again; who will be 
bound by the law? What can we enact, which, if nulli- 
fication do not demolish, another, and the next Congress, 
cannot repeal? Examine the statement made at the trea- 
sury on the 26th of July last, twelve days after the law 
which goes into operation on the 3d of March next, was 
approved by the President. At the rate of duty under 
that law, the amount of merchandise imported in the year 
1859, being in round numbers $70,800,000, will yield 
$12,101,000. At that time, it was believed at the trea- 
sury that no more than that amount would be imported 
during the next year. What was the ground of this opi- 
nion? The excess in importation of the preceding year, 
1831. 1s not that argument strengthened by-another of 
equal weight—the excessive importation of last year? If 
the treasury believed that the importation of 33,000,000 
more than was wanted would prevent a like excess the 
next year, then, indeed, when another importation of 
30,000,000 has followed, and the country is crowded with 
an excess of 63,000,000, what reason can the Secretary 
or Congress now have to expect 100,000,000, or even so 
much as 70,000,000, will be imported the next year? 
‘That amount, with the excess, not yet exported, but still 
on hand in the country, will be 30,000,000 more than we 
can consume at home, or sell abroad, or pay for by our 
own export of domestic production. If we pass this bill, 
which, as we are told, will reduce the revenue $6,000,000 
below what the law of July last will produce, and our im- 
portations of foreign merchandise do not this year exceed 
70,000,000, we shall lack at least 4,000,000 in our supply 
of the wants of Government. It would be a singular for- 
tune for the same man to pay off the old national debt 
during his first Presidential term, and be compelled to be- 
gin a new debt in the first year of his second. If his 
friends will not save him from this inglorious condition, I 
trust, sir, that those who have never arrogated to them- 
selves that title will rejoice to do it, while, at the same 
time, they, by the same prudent measure, preserve the 
best interests of the nation. 


Vox. 1X,—89 








ofemployment? By these contracts, what terms of labor 
are to be done? what quantities of goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise are tobe produced and delivered, both in this 
and other countries? what amounts of money are promised 
to be paid at home and abroad? This law is a part of 
every contract; for when two men draw out and execute 
a contract, in writing, the law is as much a part of it as if 
it were transcribed and placed on the paper or parchment. 
Shall we, the legislators, the guardians of the rights of 
the people, put our hand upon these millions of agree- 
ments, solemnly written, signed, sealed, and delivered, 
and binding on our fellow-men? Shall we dare to seize 
upon these contracts, and tear out the law embodied in 
their pages? It were a deed, sir, which, if done by any 
individual! in the nation, would, by law, be punished as a 
felony. Who, then, can advise, can require, can urge us 
to be the perpetrators of such a deed, dishonorable to our- 
selves, and ruinous to the nation? 

For another reason, I would not do this act at this time. 
Seven States in this Union, after forty years of use and 
occupation, after a time almost ‘* whereof the memory of 
man runneth not to the cofftrary;”’ these seven States do 
now allege that our great and glorious system of encou- 
ragement and protection is unconstitutional. Repeal it at 
their demand, and you establish their doctrine. Let them, 
if they can, establish their theory by the constitutional tri- 
bunal. Let them try the question, as New England tried 
the constitutionality of the embargo, by courts of the 
United States. Nay, let them show the evils of our sys- 
tem, by showing the injuries done by its operations to 
their interests. Are they overtaxed by its provisions’ It 
can, if so, be easily demonstrated. 1 call, I challenge 
them to the examination. I have laid a system of inquiry 
on the table. Let them put it in operation. If truth be 
on earth, it can, by that scheme, be sought out and disco- 
vered. Is there capital, under our system, less profitable 
than that employed by the whole free labor of the nation? 
No, far otherwise. If the system were abolished, would 
that capital be thereby rendered more profitable? Surely 
not; but, if it would, shall we destroy the general, to en- 
hance some special welfare; the many for the few; the 
labors and prosperity of the free, to multiply the toils and 
increase the value of slaves? 

For a third, and still more irresistible reason, I would 
not now pass this bill intoa law. South Carolina has an- 
nounced to the world that any State holds, under the con- 
stitution, the right to nullify any law made by Congress; 
and has abolished, by ordinance, and by law, not only 
your whole reyenue system, but the whole power of the 
United States courts, concerning that system, in that 
State. ‘This bill calls for concession, nay, for submission 
to South Carolina; to admit, adopt, and incorporate her 
ordinance and her law into our system of legislation. Will 
this preserve or destroy your constitution, cement or dis- 
solve our Union? Sir, mingle nullification with the pure 
principles of your enactments, and, were your constitution 
strong and impenetrable as iron or adamant, this vile al- 
jchymy will dissolve into impalpable gas every link in the 
Ichain of your Union. The chairman of the Committee 
jof Ways and Means says to us, **be just and fear not.” 
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Be just to the general welfare, just for the present, and 
just for posterity. Let not the cherished delinquency of 
a right eye, or right hand; drag the whole unoffending 
ia and body down to perdition. 

Fear not, ay, sir, fear not the rage or the threats of 
ee ambition or lawless anarchy; fear not the ar- 
ray of their battle, or that glitter of their arms, the noise 
of their war; but fear your country and your God; fear 
to violate the constitution of the nation, or the oath of the 
Almighty. 

In what way, by what stratagem of cowardice or sub- 
serviency, can we, dare we, change the provisions, or 
abolish the high prerogatives of that consecrated charter? 
Every power under it, granted to Congress by the peo- 
ple of the States, or of the United States, no matter which, 
comes to this House with the authority of a paramount 
command. 

The power to regulate commerce, either by impost or 
prohibition, was, of right, incidental to the power of each 
State under the confederacy, though never expressly 
granted to such State by the people; nor would they per- 
mit the continental Congress, by an exercise of the treaty- 
making power, to invade or abridge, or bring into disuse, 
this then high prerogative of the States. 

Art. 9th of the confederation—‘* No treaty of com- 
merce shall be made whereby the legislative power of 
the respective States shall be restrained from imposing 
such imposts and duties on foreigners as their own people 
are subject to; or from prohibiting the exportation or 
importation of any species of goods or commodities what- 
ever.” 

Has not this whole power over impost and commerce 
been conferred on Congress? Is not impost, in our 
hands, as well a regulator of commerce as an instrument 
of revenue’ Can we use this#strument to raise money, 
and ‘‘ supply the wants of Government,” because the 


general welfare requires that supply? and is our own arm| 


shortened when we attempt to use the same instrument 
to supply the wants of the people, when that welfare so 
Joudly calls for that supply’ Could each of the States, 
before the constitution, by the exercise of this power, 
countervail those laws of other nations which then did, 
and now do, exclude the products of our land and labor 
from their consumption? But must we, with all these 
powers of all the States, and all the people, now in our 
hands, be prohibited by one of them from all exercise of 
these powers, not only at this time, but henceforth and 
forever? Sir, if but two brothers were to place in your 
hands a sum of money, to be redelivered when both call- 
ed for it together, could you honestly or safely surrender 
the treasure to either one of them separately’ A deposite 
of power, in our hands, has been made, by a family of 
twenty-four; and each one of them is deeply interested 
in its exercise and preservation. We have sworn to keep, 
to use this treasure for their benefit. Shall we, can we, 
dare we surrender up the whole to any one of them? 

Sir, we have lifted up our hand to Him on high; and 
we cannot go back. ‘*fam persuaded,” (suffer me to 
use words not only fraught with all the energy of human 
genius and eloquence, but instinct, too, with the very 
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that State, or any other State, cannot, at any time, by the 
same process, utterly abolish? 

What next, after this measure, will this State lay her 
hand upon, and say, this too must perish’? Your fisheries 
cherished by protection; then the coasting trade, so inte. 
resting to the people, and so endeared by this system; af. 
ter that, the American character of your ships, and your 
whole navigation, protected so long, and by so many 
laws; then, your navy, the delight and glory of the is 
tion, protected with all these, and protecting all. These 
all must perish, under the consuming breath of this fou! 
sorceress of nullification. 

South Carolina now claims for her slaves a condition 
superior in pecuniary productiveness to your own; and 
this claim, when once gratified by your base submission ty 
its demands, will then call on you to improve the politica! 
condition of those slaves. Your law, apportioning repr: 
sentation, South Carolina will denounce, as inconsistent 
with the spirit of the constitution. This she will then 
nullify, and insert in the statute, and compel you to place 
in the constitution, the full, in place of the three-fift} 
parts of representation of those siaves. 

South Carolina—I say the demagogues of nullification 
in South Carolina—will rule, or they will, if they can, s 
parate these United States. They will effect this by nul- 
lification, or by secession, no matter which, for these 
modern ‘Titans of disunion are both of one family, twins 
in the same traitorous and bloody brotherhood of anarchy 
and war. 

The spirit of disunion is in our land. Will you propi- 
tiate the fiend, by heaping his altar with sacrifices; or 
will you, like men, valiant with pious patriotism, resist 
the odious denizen of darkness, and compel him to flee 
from you? This spirit of disunion is indeed abroad; and 
like the same demon spirit, in dragon form, seen by him of 
the Apocalypse, he may, unfolding his foul volume, sweep 
after him ‘* one-third part of the stars in our political 
firmament.” 

Which of these stars are to be fixed, or which plane- 
tary; which primary and central; or which secondary, 
and mere satellites; are matters quite too high for th 
ken of mere Northern eyesight; and must be left for dis. 
covery, tothe more powerful vision and brighter skies o! 
Southern climes. For the other States I have no fears 
but may God send, of his infinite mercy, may He send 
that the laws of position and movement among these may 
be ascertained and established, before they, now so bright 
and beautiful stars, shall go down, and be extinguished » 
a horizon of blood. 


Monpar, Janvany 28. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Arrut 
ron on Saturday, coming up to-day, viz. 

Resolved, Vhat the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House the data by which, ** takin; 
an average of the importations for the last six years as a 
probable criterion of the ordinary importations for som 
years to come, the revenue from the customs at the rates 
of duty payable after the 3d of March next may be est 


spirit of inspiration,) ‘* [am persuaded that neither prin-| mated at eighteen millions of dollars annually ;” also t 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to| communicate to the House how far the duties payable 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,” |after the Sd day of March next fall short of or exceed 
can make of us the recreant things which shall, when the |the amount which would have been payable had the bill, 


ship but labors a little, throw overboard the cargo en-| 


trusted to our care, that we may thereby preserve our 
own pitiful adventures; or, overawed by a superstitious 
fear, dash our own children into the ocean, to appease 
some imaginary monster of the deep, and secure ourselves 
from his jaws. 

Make this concession; submit, in ‘this, to South Caro- 
lina, and have you, after this, any constitution, any Union, 
any national interest, any congressional enactments, which 


transmitted to this House by the Secretary of the Trea 
sury on the 27th of April last, become a law: 
Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved to lay it upon the ta 


| ble, but withdrew his motion at the request of 


Mr. APPLETON, who observed that, when he had 
been induced to offer the resolution, he could make no 
calculation from any data in his possession going to sho" 
that the bill of last year could produce more than fifteen 
millions of dollars; whereas the Secretary had stated in 
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his report that it would produce eighteen millions. Hav- 
ing found this difference in the reducing effect of the 
bill, he considered it due to the Secretary himself, and 
to the House, that, if any error had occurred, the House 
might be put in possession of the means of correcting it. 

Mr. WILDE moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

On this motion Mr. APPLETON demanded the yeas 
and nays; but, before they were taken, the hour expired, 
and the House passed to the orders of the day, and re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. BURGES resumed and concluded the speech he 
commenced on Saturday, (as given above. ) 

Mr. YOUNG, of Connecticut, next obtained the floor, 
and moved for the rising of the committee, but the mo- 
tion was negatived: Yeas 61, nays 67. 

He then addressed the committee; but, at half past 5 
o’clock, gave way for a renewal of the motion by Mr. 
Incerson.: this also was negatived: Yeas 54, nays 80. 

{Lights were now introduced into the hall.] 

Mr. YOUNG then said he had intended to proceed to 
other branches of the subject, but, finding his voice and 
strength fail him, he should decline saying any thing 
more. The following are his remarks entire: 

Mr. YOUNG said he regretted extrethely that he felt 
obliged, at this time, at this late hour of the discussion, 
and of the day, to ask the further indulgence of the com- 
mittee, exhausted, as well as himself, by so long continued 
session and attention; but seeing no one ready to pro- 
ceed, as he had hoped, and the calls for the question 
frequent and loud, he could not permit so galling a stroke 
to be given without attempting to ward it off, though he 
were certain the attempt must prove utterly vain. 

He deemed it, he said, no excuse at this time, that he 
did not very frequently claim this indulgence, or that, at 
this time particularly, he could not, and would not, claim 
it long; but he had an excuse, he trusted, which should 
be prevalent, even now, and that was, that this bill was 
aiming a peculiarly direct and fatal blow at the prominent 
and vital interests of that section of country which he 
might be considered as more particularly representing— 
a blow that must fall as grievously upon it, probably, as 
on any other section of that exten, as a body, within the 
whole scope of what must be its wide and destructive 
influence. 

The various topics, said Mr. ¥., more general in their 
nature, but bearing, as every thing else does, on this great 
and every where reaching and pervading subject, lighting 
on all and every of our domestic and even foreign inte- 
rests and relations, have already been extensively, power- 
fully, and, he might add, splendidly exhibited and en- 
forced here, so as not soon to be forgotten, and to leave 
little room for amendment and improvement, but carrying 
our reflections and feelings, in some part, above and beyond 
the particular exciting cause, and leaving the bill, and its 
direct and more immediate bearings, almost lost and un- 
noticed amidst the many opening, delicate, and important 
considerations it had itself excited. 

My object will therefore be, said Mr. Y., before it shall 
pass from before us, to call your attention to the bill itself 
—its first consequences; noticing, asI goalong, the grounds 
on which it has been presented and defended here, and 
inquiring a little why and wherefore it is that this pro- 
ceeding, which is spreading distrust and alarm through 
all the industrious walks of life in a large portion of our 
country, is, with all its consequences, thus suddenly and 
unexpectedly thrust upon us. Sir, said Mr. Y., who ho- 
nestly wants this bill? Who is even decently satisfied with 
it? Who has risen here to defend it except the members 
of the committee that reported it? None, save the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Camunetene,] and he was 
not satisfied with the reasons given for reporting it. 


Members here, who, from their position, are looked to 
vote for it, as far as their sentiments and feelings can be 
read from incidental expressions of word or countenance, 
approach it as an irksome task they know not how to 
avoid, and anxiously inquire if it cannot be borne—** hope 
it may not prove as bad as it is feared.” 

The very resolutions presented here in favor of reduc- 
tion, and now on your table, though they count on the 
bill in their preambles, take special care, as will be seen 
on examination, not to recommend it, or hazard a defi- 
nite opinion upon it in the resolutions themselves. Even 
partisan presses, that must speak in its favor, do it with 
that unwilling grace and such faint praise as speaks their 
disapprobation. 

I did, sir, to be sure--the significancy of which the 
committee can judge of as well as I--hear a certain honora- 
ble gentleman over the way [Mr. Horrman] say to an ho- 
norable gentleman on this side [Mr. Anams] that he [Mr. 
HI.] heard the Secretary of the Treasury say he was in 
favor of this bill, provided some amendments could be 
made to it, and this in something of a confidential way, it 
would seem, for he [Mr. H.] was opposing the call on 
the Secretary to communicate his views on the subject 
publicly to the House. The committee also may remem- 
ber that the honorable gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
Wirpr,]} in that part of his speech the other night, which 
he himself called, not a lecture, but an exhortation, for 
the special ears of certain members here, spent some fif- 
teen or twenty minutes in attempting to prove that the 
Vice President elect was in favor of this bill, principally 
from the fact, as I understood it, that he had not written, 
uttered, or published one single word about it one way 
or the other, so as that the public should know of it. I 
shall, however, leave these more recondite indications to- 
wards this bill to those better initiated. But who, sir, 
here or any where else, comes forward frankly, candidly, 
decidedly, and boldly, to advocate and defend this mea- 
sure as right, and just, and honorable; as calculated to 
make our country industrious, prosperous, glorious, and 
happy? And this is the alarming feature in our case, that 
this bill, which seems to stand shunned and alone, with- 
out comeliness or merit in itself to command respect in 
the eyes of any, like some unshapen and unnatural birth 
which none but its parents can have affection for, and 
even they can have no pleasure in, has any chance of suc- 
cess, and may triumph over us, for reasons foreign to its 
merits, and by means and influences unseen and un- 
known. 

But, sir, I will come to the arguments in which the 
committee themselves commend this bill to our considera- 
tion, resolving themselves principally into these two po- 
sitions: that the revenue must, at all events, be reduced 
six millions, and that the enormous profits of our manu- 
facturers render the task justifiable and easy. As to the 
revenue, I shall make but a few observations. I know 
not why it is, sir, but the great point of caution on 
this subject, if we measure the tendency of what is said, 
seems to be, not so much lest the revenue shall fall below 
the amount aimed at, as that it should not, at any event, 
go above it, by which millions may be sacrificed on the 
doubtful space. 

There seems, somehow or other, to exist a secret 
dread of any surplus in the treasury of a dollar, for a 
day, as if the whole body politic would be distressed by 
it; as if some new principle, sympathy, or tendency, had 
been discovered in the nature of our Government, per- 
vading our whole political system, desiring a vacuum, as 
much as nature abhors it. But the exposition of my ho- 
norable colleague, [Mr. IncERsott,] so clearly given us 
the other day, must satisfy us fully, I think, that we are 
in no danger of any collapse or explosion from this source 
for some years yet to come. And if we compare the facts 
and arguments suggested by the honorable gentleman 
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from Massachusetts, {Mr. ArrLeron,] and the several 
reports, statements, and tables issued jfrom the treasury 
‘itself, during the agitation of this subject last year and 
this, the more doubtful question may be found to be, 
whether the revenue is not already reduced sufficiently 
low for caution, by the act of 1832, and, indeed, whe- 
ther it will not reduce it as low, or lower than the bill 
from the treasury last year, or this from the committee 
now under consideration. At any rate, there appears to 
be none but doubtful ground on which thus to hazard the 
great interests of our country, and that supported by cal- 
culations from former acts, and a state of things which 
the very passage of this bill must wholly change and take 
away. But, sir, it was not, as I said, my intention to say 
much on this branch of the committee’s justification. 
I come to the other, viz. the vast profits of manufacturers; 
a subject with which Iam much better acquainted, both 
from observation and experience, and can ‘* speak what 
I do know” is their case, in the present state of things, as 
grounds for judging what it must be on a change of them. 

deere, in the beginning, that the effects of this 
bill must fall most grievously on that portion of country 
whose interests I am best acquainted with, and more par- 
ticularly represent here. For your legislation, and the 
various advantages and disadvantages which nature has 
bestowed upon us, and our situation made us heir to, have 
planted these manufacturing establishments in our very 
midst, and they have taken root, and become a part of 
the reality, a part of the country itself—not collected in 
crowded towns, as in other countries, but scattered pro- 
miscuously amidst our hills and valleys, our agricultural 
and other interests and pursuits, too thinly to fall in a mass 
by themselves, and too thickly to leave any interest or 
concern uninvolved in their fall. A radii of some twelve 
or fifteen miles about me may encompass fifty or sixty of 
these manufactories, embracing some seventy-five or a 
hundred’ thousand spindles, costing, of hard earnings, 
with the powers, fixtures, preparation, (as it is called,) 
and other machinery te complete the fabric, from fifteen 
totwenty dollars for each spindle, and amounting, in all, 
to between one and a half and two millions of dollars; all 
of which, beside the effect on the various interwoven and 
dependent interests, must be sunk in value a greater per 
centum than the duties you take off by the passage of 
the bill. 

Sir, the cheerful sounds of the bells ef some of these 
pass over me daily; and some of their operations, and 
movements connected with them, come almost hourly 
within my observation. J, too, am a manufacturer, and 
have the pride and the pleasure (and the pain, too, in 
these times) of associating with them, and knowing their 
hopes and fears, their risks and realities, their calcula- 
tions and disappointments, and can calculate for the gen- 
tleman [Mr. Pork] (much more accurately, I think, than 
some of those whose statements or conjectures he read, 
must have done,) the speed of the wheel, the turns of 
the roller, the beats of the lathe per minute or yard, ne- 
cessary to produce a given result, to the hundredth part 
of a cent, all things moving up to the calculation: (which | 
does not, however, too often happen with us:) for, let it 
be remembered, that manufacturers, with us, have long 
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since brought all such hopes to the ground. The great 
struggle is more for existence than profit—for protection, 
strictly speaking, than conquest; and all these vain and 


vague representations have become, amongst manufactur. 


ers themselves, mere vanity and vexation of spirit; and, 
when brought in here to have effect against them, are not 
only tantalizing, but substantially injurious and unjust 
There may be some few cases in the country, of manufac. 
turing capital, which, from incidental circumstances jn 
trade, or the appreciation of real estate connected with it, 
may escape these general assertions; but it is all true as it 
respects manufacturing capital merely. 1 refer to cottons 
and woollens more particularly. So much for these gen. 
eral and round number statements of profits. 

But I will come to some propositions of a more tangi- 
ble form. The honorable gentleman [Mr. Poxx] (for the 
committee still, I suppose) read with approbation, ani, 
as a concession from manufacturers themselves, on which 
to vindicate the protective principles of the bill, held ou 
tous this proposition: that a clear protection of twenty 
five per cent. fully collected, would sustain the manufac. 
tories of the country; and this is probably the lowest tha: 
any experienced man, manufacturer or other, has ever 
dared to suggest. Yes, sir, twenty-five per cent. clear 
protection. Let us compare this with the bill. In the 
bill, cottons and woollens, generally amounting to one. 
third of all our dutiable importations, with many other ar. 
ticles particularly needing protection, increasing the 
amount to more than one-half our importations, are put 
down to twenty per cent. ad valorem. Five per cent 
below the proposition. Five per cent. may not sound 
much, when read or spoken here, but it may to those 
who shall feel the want of it. It is, atany rate, one-fifth be 
low the standard of protection proposed, and one-fourth of 
all the protection left for these articles in the bill. Again 
wool and woollen yarns, which it has been a great object to 
protect, are put down at 15 per cent.—10 per cent. off 
Cotton yarns, now a vast item in the manufacturing and 
commercial world, and some other articles, are put down 
at ten per cent.—fifteen per cent. off. And coarse wool 
lens and blankets, the importations of which amount to 
something like a million of dollars a year, are put down at 
five per cent.--twenty per cent. off, and below this stand 
ard of effectual protection. Now, if we average thes: 
four items of per cents. on the whole mass of these most 
important and most exposed branches of manufactures, 
shall we find an average of more than from twelve or fif 
teen per cent.? Something like one-half below the low- 
est point of protection proposed. But this isnotall. The 
proposition contemplates twenty-five per cent. clear pro- 
tection. Those acquainted with the operation of ad va 
lorem duties, where the person who pays the duties fixes 
the valuation on which he pays, and especially on these 
articles, varying almost imperceptibly, agree that the no- 
Some expe- 
rienced men, as I understand, employed in the offices, 
believe that not more than one-half or two-thirds of the 
exact duties are generally realized. And manufacturers, 
generally, would gladly, especially in these articles, com- 
pound a whole ad valorem duty for two-thirds of it in 
specific form. Now, take one-half or two-thirds of the 
ad valorem duties belonging to these articles, as be- 


whole numbers, they are glad to find them in decimals; | fore stated, and how much clear effectual protection have 


but if this bill passes, they may seek them in fluxions and | 
logarithms, and seek them in vain. 

And, sir, I can inform the gentleman [Mr. Potx] that 
there is nothing at all in all this noise about twenty, thir- 
ty, and forty per cent. profit which he has argued upon; 
which he might have satisfied himself of by looking fur-| 


they left? 

But it seems, in the next place, that something more 
than a general impression was intended to be made, by 
this representation of high profits—something like a pro- 
position that, as the profits were 20, 30, and, in one case, 


40 per cent., I think, this amount, or at least within five 


ther into, and comparing these returns, especially a very lor six per cent. of it, may be taken from the duties, and 


full and able one from the State of Rhode Island, the cra-| 
dle and centre of this business. Competition has long 


have a decent interest or profit then. It will, however, 


be seen by examination, that, by the act of 1832, and this 
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act, both of which are to take effect together on the 4th 
of March next, the amount of reduction is from 20 to 28 
per cent. more than the highest profit named, leaving the 
protection minus, and the profits minus, to that amount 
on that calculation. 

But the gentleman admitted, at the same time, that, as 
to many articles, duties were merely nominal, the goods 
being afforded in our markets by our own manufacturers 
as low as they wére in any other place, or could be from 
any other source; making out, if these statements are 
true, another proposition, that we are now actually manu- 
facturing, in this country, 20, 50, and 40 per cent. lower 
than all the rest of the world beside; the English, in their 
present pressed state, not excepted. But if such propo- 
sitions and such suggestions are to have influence here, 
it is useless to argue on the tariff or any other subject: 
for all kinds of protection and all security are lost, and as 
nothing. 

But, besides these vague ideas of great profits, there is 
another impression here and abroad, something to our 
credit, to be sure, but very much to our disadvantage; 
and that is, that the manufacturers (the Yankees, espe- 
cially) will live and get along somehow or other, do what 
you may with them; sink them as deep as you will, they 
will come up again, and right side up; and that the coun- 
try will not lose the benefits they now receive from them, 
but rather gain by their quickened exertion and econo- 
my. But, sir, there is a limit to all possibilities. 
have never. yet, amidst all their discoveries, found out 
how to make an honest profit out of a losing business. _ It} 
may not be for the interest of those who feed on these 
calculations, to sink us too low at once. There isa depth, 
it is said, from whence nothing rises again; from whence 
the vexed and dying whale returns no more, and is lost to 
its pursuers. 
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hotbeds, as it is said, or whether they have grown up in 
native healthy soil; whether their protection is now ex- 
travagant, artificial, or otherwise, makes not much differ- 
ence in the present question. No manufacturer, no 
trade, no regular extensive business, in any situation, in 
this or any other country, can stand so great a change— 
such a shock. 

Sir, it will sensibly change the relative situation, inte- 
rests, and prospects of the great body of the producing, 
business population of the country, and influence, more or 
less, the operations of the whole manufacturing and com- 
mercial world. Nothing so deranging, so radical, so re- 
volutionary, so much like retribution to forfeiture, has 
been attempted since the Rump Parliament, or the Coun- 
cil of Five Hundred, and not even then. For, in the 
most frenzied part of the French revolution, though the 
torrent was turned upon the King and dignitaries, and 
their titles and estates overthrown together—even these 
wild times were too considerate to meditate such a blow, 
and dared not touch, so materially, the interests, stand- 
ing, and estates of the common citizen, or so derange the 
natural movement of the great body of the business pro- 
ducing pepulation of the country. 

Sir, when this bill first went forth amongst the people 
more particularly interested in, and acquainted with, the 
operations of these things, they were struck with aston- 
ishment. They could not believe their eyes, their ears, 


They | or trust the common interpretation of their native lan- 


guage. They could not realize that such a proposition 
could be presented, much less seriously advocated and 
pressed here; and turned instinctively to each other, with 
inquiring look, as when some unaccountable act of a fa- 
ther or guardian first suggests the possibility of some 
mental aberration; and all, with one accord, anxiously 
compare, weigh, and scrutinize each act, and look, and 


The spirit referred to may, indeed, survive, and, 1|expression, and cannot be satisfied tll some decisive 


might almost say, do what you may, will survive and 
flourish in some shape or other, ‘‘ while life and breath, 
and being last” with us. But is it nothing that one gene- 
ration of active men, in branches of business of great na- 
tional concern, and all their honest and hard earnings, | 


shall be sacrificed and swept from the common stock, in| ject, on which I desire to say a few words. 


a rash adventure to attest their spirit? It will make a full | 
experiment, I agree: for, if any thing Government can | 
do with duties, merely, will destroy them, this will. | 
Judging of the present progress of things from the past, 
manufacturers, at no distant point of time, arriving at it 
by gentle descent, as circumstances gradually incline and 
experience directs, may much better sustain themselves 


movement, with the deadly weapon, settles the unhappy 
question. 

But, sir, there was another idea suggested by the com- 
mittee, which, I have no doubt, has been a serious ques- 
tion with some not so familiarly acquainted with the sub- 
It is often 
inquired, if the American manufacturer can afford to sell 
his goods as cheap at. home as the same kinds are selling 
in any market, and can actually compete with his rivals 
in the markets abroad, why does he want protection’ I 
will give my own solution of this question, first inquiring 
why any one, if that be the case, should desire to with- 





without any protection from duties or Government, than | safety and protection. 


they can now stand this vast descent all at once. Let it 
be remembered, the country is yet acting and manufac- 
turing under the act of 1828, By the bill of 1832, and 
the present bill, the reduction under both takes effect on 


the 4th of March next, thirty-four or thirty five days from | 


this, and probably not five from the time this bill shall 
pass, if it does pass. The duties on cotton goods, by the 
laws under which we are now operating, are from 25 per 
cent. up to virtual prohibition. The average on actual 
importations is 374 per cent., and the actual importations 
under that average more than sixteen millions, now to be 
put down, part to 20, and part to 10 percent. The ave- 
rage of nominal duties on woollens has been reckoned at 
88 per cent., and the annual importations over thirteen 
millions annually, now to be put down at 20, 15, and 5 
per cent.—a reduction of 68 to 83 per cent., according 


hold what those particularly interested consider as their 
The force of the suggestion runs 
back to the question of our ability to compete with fo- 
reign manufacturers, supposing no duties and no protec- 
tion to exist; but the question, in connexion with the pre- 
sent discussion, is, whether we can compete with them 
under the duties proposed in the bill? And the true bear- 
ings of this question will be better seen and understood 
by stating it in another form: Who will stand the best 
chance to command and occupy our markets with their 
manufactures, supposing the circumstances in which we 
shall be placed, under the operations of this bill? For 
those manufacturers who shall do this, will, of course, be 
sustained, and those which shall be driven from the mar- 
ket must, of course, cease; and whatever portion of it, 
more or less, is thus taken away, the capital and labor de- 
| pending on that portion, thus taken away, must be sacri- 
ficed, and the owners ruined, though some portion of the 





to the tables furnished us; and, taking both cotton and 
woollens together, including the necessary effects of the 
near approach, in some parts, to prohibition, the actual 


effect on our trade, and the actual effectual reduction, | 


from present protection, cannot be calculated at less than 
50 or 60 per cent., at one leap, at ten days’ notice. 
Sir, whether our manufactories have been fostered in 


contested market sliould be retained, and though some 
icapital, after a desperate struggle and partial loss, should 
|not be utterly abandoned. 

There are circumstances existing in the relative situa- 
ltion of the two contending countries, continually setting 
lagainst us, which we have nothing to counterbalance, 
|more than sufficient to overcome the effect of the duties 
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proposed, and leaving the probabilities for our retaining 
the market, or any great portion of it, altogether against 
us. And Iwould ask the attention of the committee par- 
ticularly to these considerations, not merely as bearing on 
the point in question, but as considerations on which the 
necessity of protection turns, and, it may be, the fate of 
our manufacturers depends. 

There is an indistinct idea in the minds of many, arising 
from distance, or something else, that we have, here, at 
home, in our own markets, a decided advantage over 
others, aside from the protection afforded by duties. 

Such might have been, formerly, in some measure, the 
case between nations; but, in the present regular facili- 
. ties for transportation and free intercourse, there is little 
of it left, as applicable to this question. Cannot the Eng- 
lish manufacturer put his goods on board at as little ex- 
pense as the American? The difference of freight and 
insurance from Liverpool and from our manufactories, to 
the various markets in the United States, is bat small, if 
any thing; and when the goods are on shore, and in mar- 
ket, commissions, risks, and credits, cooperage, advertis- 
ing, and all charges and facilities, are alike to both. The 
English manufacturer and merchant have, therefore, to all 
practical purposes, the same advantage and facilities as if 
they were joined to us, and a part of our own nation and 
country, except these duties, averaging, as we have be- 
fore seen, on cotton and woollen goods particularly, but 
one-half or two-thirds of even the twenty per cent., and 
that part liable to a very considerable reduction for imper- 
fect collections. 

Now, let us see the state of things which these duties 
must stand against, to afford us the protection expected 
from them. It is, I believe, a universally acknowledged 
principle in business, that markets are gained and occu- 
pied, in a great measure, in proportion to the capital em. 
ployed and bearing upon them; the effect heightened, 
however, according to the depression of the capital and 
labor, compared with those with which they compete. 
And we are all aware of the suffering depression of Eng- 
lish labor—of the vast superiority, in amount, of their ca- 
pital employed in manufacturing, and its present unparal.- 
leled reduction in value, to a total loss and annihilation of 
one-half or two-thirds of the original; and that capital in- 
vested in machinery, and unconvertible into any thing else, 
must and will be used, while there is any hope of profit, 
let it be ever so small. 

To realize our position, then, in this controversy, sup- 
pose England and all her colonies (as her opportunities 
with us will be much the same, as we have seen) actually 
lay contiguous alongside our shores, from New York 
either way, and the manufacturers of each had promis- 
cuous and free ingress and egress to and from each other, 
and no duties in the way, does any one doubt that the 
English capital would obtain a large portion of our mar- 
ket’. Nay, would it not sweep the whole of it, till our 
capital and our labor were pressed down as low as theirs? 
Every one must see that there is here a balance of pres-| 
sure against us, that must have a substantive effect in over- 
coming our protection from duties. 

But suppose, again, England thus alongside of us, and 
permitted to all the privileges of our markets, and we ex- 
cluded from theirs; we are thus, like one prohibited a fair 
field, confined to an artificial mark, with one hand tied| 
behind him, and, with comparative youth and inexperi- 
ence, turned out by our Government, to fight and grap- 
ple with overgrown and desperate capital and labor, 
thus free and unrestrained, let loose upon us. And this 
one disadvantage, also, must have its effect te. weaken 
our feeble barrier of protection, and turn the scale 
against us. 

But, beside this, our duties, and they only, have also 
to withstand the different rates of interest in the two 





countries; the fluctuations of trade and prices; the charm] 
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of foreign style and fashion; the vast superiority in quan. 
tity, for selection, for variety, or assignable amounts; the 
adventures of speculators, and the policy of making ou, 
markets the auction-house for all risks and forced sales of 
stale stocks, or scattering remains that might clog or sur. 
charge their more favorite markets, and a thousand other 
incidents in the state of trade and manufactures, every 
day occurring and operating on some article, or on the 
whole mass, more or less, one of which at times may over. 
balance a part or the whole of our average of duties, and 
often more than that, as the state of trade now shows; al] 
of which causes must exist and operate till we are equal 
in capital, in the quantity of goods in market, in general 
business, in the arts of finish and display; and all are de. 
pressed and oppressed to an equal scale. Sir, for one, 
I fear our small and imperfectly collected ad valorem 
duties cannot protect us against all this. 

But again: Suppose the duties on cotton and woollen 
goods particularly, of twenty, fifteen, ten, and five per 
cent. after suitable deduction in collection, shall be actu. 
ally added to the price of the imported article, over and 
above what it would be without these duties, and over 
and above the exact intrinsic value, (if there is any way 
to determine it,) compared with our own manufactures, 
and they are thus found in all our cities, and exhibited to 
all the various classes of purchasers that promiscuously 
throng our markets, and cater for the consumption of the 
country; cotton goods, ranging in all the possible grades 
and shades of prices, from five to one hundred cents, ani 
woollens from twenty to one thousand cents, with all the 
varieties at the same prices; considering also the different 
qualities of their stock, the degrees of perfection of ma- 
nufacture, and their various style and finish, who can 


judge of their intrinsic or even market value, within the 


amount of the whole or a considerable portion of these 
duties? 

I understand the most experienced merchants and ma- 
nufacturers seldom agree so near in opinion, and that the 
most accustomed inspectors, when deciding on the value 
on which to assess the duty, are wont to differ toa greater 
amount than this, after a careful and deliberate inspec. 
tion and consideration. And when we add to this all those 
varieties of color and hue, form and fashion, which give a 
first impression, and combine in goods to give the salea- 
ble value, if not the real; and when we consider the va- 
riety of taste in first purchasers, and their reference to 
that of those of their customers, and the various incidents 
of opportunity, convenience, and inclination, both of sell- 
ers and purchasers, that may be brought to bear on these 
infinite varieties, and effect the chance of sale, and, of 
course, consumption, your duties and their protection are 
lost in the bustle; and the public, in more than one way, 
have lost the duties, and the American manufacturer has 
lost his market, or a large portion of it, and must retire 
exhausted from the field. 

This state of things has been strikingly exemplified in 
the recent contest between the English and American 
calico printers along the lines where the effect of our 
minimum protection begins to cease. For four or five 
years the English manufacturer kept possession of a con- 
siderable portion of our market, and contested the rest, 
inch by inch, with an article acknowledged intrinsically 
inferior to our own. A mere trifle would have turned 
the scale, and sometimes seemed to have done it. New 
recruits, of various forms and style, were brought in, and 
sometimes one spot or point was gained or retaken, and 
sometimes another; but, on the whole, the English prints 
seemed to be retiring, to wait the events of negotiations 
ora favorable change of things. And, sir, if this bill 
passes, it will be the protocol by which, like the King of 
Holland, we shall be compelled, for the benefit of others, 
to give up the citadel. 

But, sir, there was one part of the question I had al- 
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most forgotten: I allude to that arising out of our success 
in foreign markets. 

The mystery about it issimply this: Where the English 
manufacturer commands and controls a market, without 
domestic competition in the way, he will not glut his own 
market to reduce the prices he can regularly obtain; and 
thus the prices there are higher than in the contested 
markets; and when we interfere with them but slightly, 
with our irregular and occasional shipments, we traffic, un- 
molested, under their standard of prices; but were we mate- 
rially to affect the supply of such market, it would become, 
atonce, like other disputed markets, to be contested by re- 
duced prices, and become the prize of those who possess 
the power to sacrifice the most and hold out longest. And 
by giving an advantage to others, and weakening and 
worrying out our present struggling competition, we may 
have the benefits again of a foreign standard and prices 
in an uncontested market in our own country. ‘There is 
another impression which, from these arguments and ob- 
servations, would seem, with some, to have consideration 
in calculating the consequences that may befall our ma- 
nufactures, viz. that the effects of our legislation are not 
so direct, immediate, and extensive, as is gencrally be- 
lieved; and that distance, local markets, and many other 
circumstances come in, materially to check and equalize 
these effects. But, sir, in these times of improvement 
and adventure, our whole market, with that of the world, 
to a great extent, is like one great body of fluid, where 
any variation in height affects the pressure on all the 
fountains that feed it, and an addition or diminution 
finds a level with the rest as soon as the laws of nature 
can act, and any commotion or disturbance of it runs like 
circling waves over the whole, and into all the sinuosities 
of the branches and bays connected with it. Let us think 
of it as we may, in heated or cold debate here, the effects 
of the passage of a law, on this subject particularly, and 
often the mere proposal of one, to some extent, touches, 
as rapidly as news can fly, every town, village, manu- 
factory, and workshop, to the extremity of the Union; 
and, through the whole line, as by a stroke of electricity, 
benumbs the arm and unclinches the hand of industry; 
and the wheel stands still and the water runs by, and the 
owner, if a capitalist, has lost so much capital, according 
to the shock, and the ordinary manufacturer, perhaps, 
his whole estate; the former probably buys out the latter 


3 == 


are made worse by the change) made out of your farmers 
and mechanics who have not sought to flee from regular in- 
dustry, and have inclined to abide in the land of their na- 
tivity. Sometimes they are made from your merchants 
and seafaring men, who have brought their toilsome ga- 
therings from every nation and clime under the sun, home 
to their own native village, perhaps, fondly hoping to 
enjoy their careful earnings, and spend the remainder of 
their days in security in the green vales of their boyhood, 
and by the graves of their fathers; men who love their 
homes for their country’s sake, and their country for their 
home’s sake—little dreaming that their own nation’s 
councils were to be the bane of these hopes; men who, to 
secure these hopes, at some favorite spot near by, have 
stayed the headlong torrent at some appalling chasm, led 
its mighty waters out, as in bonds, and taught them to 
labor, and do handiwork for themselves and their coun- 
try. Such are your manufacturers, whose undertakings 
and foundations are to be overturned by this bill. They 
are a great branch of your middling interest, which, 
above all, should be protected; the strength of your insti- 
tutions, the source and substance of your nation’s enter- 
prise, prosperity, and glory; not your delicate shrubbery 
in the yard, or your ornamental trees in the streets, or 
the solitary, lordly shade on the plain, but your sturdy 
groves and forests, staying, by their stability and united 
strength, the storms of party and commotion from sweep- 
ing over the land; the source of convenience, comfort, 
and native variety, and beauty, in all the walks of life. 
But, sir, the axe at the root of the tree, as well as the tor- 
nado or earthquake, may prostrate the whole, and tum- 
ble them in heaps and confusion one upon another; and 
the fireweed, and the thistle, and the thorn, will succeed 
amidst the ruin and decay. And such will be the cffects 
of this bill on this class of men. 

But let us look, for a moment, at another general fea- 
ture of the bill. 1 consider it as partial and hasty in its 
intended operation. 

If we are not permitted to raise duties to the point of 
full protectign on those articles we cans supply in abun- 
dance, and in perfection; if we cannot be permitted to 
save, for the benefit of the country, such duties as, in 
many states of the market, are wholly levied on the fo- 
reign manufacturer and producer; if we must be prohi- 
bited the advantages of bestowing such duties on works 
at the sacrifice, and, at length, at the apprvach of better| of improvement, to facilitate our intercourse, bind us to- 
times, the weaker is serving the stronger in the same es-| gether, and render our country the convenience, the 
tablishment, at a correspondent reduction of prices. garden, and the glory of the world; and if we must, from 

There is much said, in these times, about making the] this sad clog on the legitimate objects and energies of our 
rich richer, and the poor poorer; the true mode is disco-}] Government, forego so much the great ends of national 
vered—disturb, effectually, the industry of the country. | association; if, indeed, the revenue, or rather duties and 
While industry is regularly sustained, money finds em-| protection, must, at all events, be reduced, now or at some 
ployment through the medium of labor, in its disturbed] other time, before a more propitious day in public sense 
state, on the fragments of its former acquisitions. And|shall succeed, that reduction should begin with the sys- 
thus your moneyed men, as they are called, are made] tem us modelled and perfected with a view to protection; 
mere men of money without the intervention of labor, | be in some due proportions as to the present amount, and 
and, like wreckers on dangerous shores, have the best} gradually extended as to time, to secure, as far as possi- 
business in the most disastrous and distressing times; and, | ble, the following important results, so indispensable for 
though even it may be a favor to the owner of a stranded | the security of individuals, and the prosperity of the na- 
cargo or a wrecked fortune to pay salvage or bear the sa-| tion at large: that, in the first place, the manufacturer 
crifice rather than lose the whole, it is no compliment to] may withdraw, if he finds he must, after mature delibera- 
the times or to the cause which makes this business or|tion, and with the least possible sacrifice; that he may, 
this class of men useful or necessary. But permit me in|in the next place, have full time to bring into requisition, 
this place, sir, for a moment, to inquire who and what] economically, every practical improvement; and, in the 
sort of men these are who are thus to suffer when these|third place, the nation may see, without necdlessly ha- 
times come on. I know they have been familiarly called | zarding the interests of any, when the revenue arrives at 
here, (not so much of late, I think, ) robbers, plunderers, pe point of expenditure; and, listly, that the nation, one 
and sordid capitalists, and seem to be looked upon by | and all, may calmly and deliberately see and consider, as 
some as monsters or hydras, preying upon the vitals of|it progresses, its true bearing and operation on all their 
the public. Sir, I believe they are much like other men} interests and concerns, and mature, amend, or change 
in other business, except that they are born to more care, | the policy as experience shall dictate. But what is the 
perplexity, and dependence on the whims and feelings of | bill but a general defeat of all these objects? 
others. They are generally (and Ido not know that they | But, sir, there is one more feature of the bill that I dis- 
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like, and that I deprecate more, if possible, than the ge-|of the whole importations, The proportional part of the 
neral consequences to be expected from the bill: I mean} whole six millions, therefore, on these two articles, co}. 
a distinct and unavoidable sectional partiality looking to-|tons and woollens, would be but two millions; whereas 
wards, but operating against, the interests and prospects|the reduction put upon them is four and a half millions, 
of New England. of which New England must bear twice as much as all the 
I do not intend to attribute any design, but to show the|rest of the Union, besides her proportion in other arti. 
fact as it is in the bill. It is not my object here to call|cles, and the disadvantages as in the calculation before. 
your attention particularly to the fact, or the question] But, sir, I will not pursue this unpleasant view any fur. 
why it is that the iron, sugar, lead, coal, and hemp, andj|ther. It seems to me it would have been hardly possible 
other articles of certain sections and States which have|to shape a bill more pointedly destructive to the interests 
heretofore ranged, in the amount of protection, very|of New England without expressly mentioning her by 
nearly with the cotton and woollen fabrics of New Eng-|name in the bill itself. 
land, have been left with duties twice and three times as} Comparatively speaking, the whole burden of this 
high as their fellows, when these same articles bave a|great change of our financial affairs is put off on New 
practical protection, in their bulk and weight, equal to] England. She, without lot, is made the scapegoat to 
all that is now left on cottons and woollens. Nor is it my|bear off (and to some ‘uninhabited land” it is to be 
intention here to inquire why it is, that, out of one hundred | hoped) the present ordinary and extraordinary sins of the 
and forty-two classes of articles, as arranged in the table}nation. Of her the committee demand a bullock for th; 
the committee exhibited to us, including both protected |sacrifice; of the rest, two turtle doves or two young p 
and unprotected articles, on eighty of them specific du-|geons. Ina word, I consider the bill as altogether ca. 
ties are retained, ranging from twenty to one hundred | pricious, partial, and arbitrary in its provisions, and, as 4 
and twenty, one as high as three hundred and ninety per} whole, altogether unjust and insufferable. 
cent., and but six below twenty per cent., the highest} Mr. HOWARD, of Md. next rose. I have hitherto bee», 
on cottons and woollens. said Mr. If., a patient auditor of this debate, and would iave 
In the report of the New York convention, it appears|been content to remain so, if it had been confined to what 
that New England has in the cotton business about twen-|I conceive to be the fair and legitimate question before 
ty-eight millions of capital, to the rest of the Union’s|the House. But the excursions which gentlemen have 
twelve millions, if I recollect; but some of the States that | made into the almost interminable field of the tariff hay. 
were not represented there may have had some capital|been so extensive, and the light which they have shed 
not estimated, say it is as twenty-eight is to fourteen mil-|diffused over such a wide space, in their successive illu 
lions, or two to one; and probably it is much so as to!trations of the obscure parts of the subject, that the point 
woollen manufactures, at least near enough for the use 1| which we are called upon to decide has received but little 
expect to make of it. Now this reduction of six millions|illumination from their efforts, however brilliant. I know 
of revenue which the bill contemplates, affects us like ajthat, under the rules of the House, a motion to amend 
tax on protection, and should be levied accordingly. any part of the bill opens the consideration of the whole 
The proportion to New England would be about one | subject in the form of a discussion of the general princi- 
million. Now, if the reduction of duties on the articles | ples of the bill; and I am not disposed to complain either 
of which she has more than her proportion, is greater | of the existence or application of the rule. It is high) 
than on the rest, she pays more than her proportion, both proper that a general debate upon the leading features of 
in proportion to her excess of quantity, and the inequality |any bill, involving important general principles, should 
of reduction. If the reduction on cotton and woollen | precede a particular examination of its clauses; in order 
goods is ten per cent. more than an average on the resf, |that the House, having settled the main point, may be 
she pays or loses twice as much of it as all the rest of the paseo able to adjust the details. If the debate, to which 
Union. And when we find that inequality of reduction we have listened for so long a time, had conformed to th 
thirty or forty per cent., as it is, the whole burden im- jspirit of this rule, I should not have troubled the commit. 
posed becomes more unequal. and enormous. But again:|tee with the few remarks that I propose to submit. But 
The reduction is calculated thus in the tables from the jit has not; and this deviation explains the singular and 
treasury: |one-sided condition of the debate, presenting to the view 
The amount of duties on cottons, under the of the nation a series of attacks upon this bill from every 
act of 1832, in round numbers, say - $5,700,000 | quarter, assailing it wherever a breach was thought to be 
Those under the present bill, : - 3,100,000 | practicable, whilst the garrison within preserved a stu! 
‘born and ominous silence. That the bill may have sufle: 
Leaving the reduction under it, . - 2,600,000 | ed in the estimation of the people, and even of the mem 
= —= | bers of this committee, by the fact of its friends (with the 
On woollens, thus: lexception of the committee who reported it) refraining 
Duties by the bill of 1832, - 4,090,000 | from stepping forward in its defence, is not improbable, 
By the present bill, nearly - 2,000,000! but if the debate had been confined to what is propery 
—— ithe general principle of the bill, it would not have been 
Making the reduction - - - $2,000,000 | difficult to muster a force sufficient to establish that genc 
Making the reduction on these two articles only four|ral principle triumphantly. It purports to be a bill to 
million six hundred thousand—say four and a half millions|reduce the revenue to the wants of the Government 
—three-fourths of the whole reduction to be made; of|This is its main object. A secondary one is to ‘* other 
which New England must suffer twice as much as all the | wise alter the duties upon imports,” so as to make our 
rest of the Union, equal to three millions out of four and|tariff more conformable to the present condition ol 
a half millions; and this aside from her proportion in the| things. But this last object can only be inquired into by 
rest, and a very severe proportion, too, in paper and adjusting an immense mass of details; and it is in this con- 
glass, and some other articles; and besides having to bear |fused heap of yards and pounds, and per centages, that 
her proportion of the high duties on sugar, coal, and lead, | gentlemen have. been searching for some general princi- 
&c. (whatever it may be,) which the other sections retain | ple, when no such thing can be found, as the subject 's 
and gain. But let us look at it in one more view. The| now placed before the House. If the question were 
whole amount of dutiable articles imported is reckoned | ‘* shall this bill pass?” and the committee had previous} 
at eighty-nine millions dollars, and the amount of cottons | determined that all these details should stand, then indeed 
and woollens about thirty millions dollars—say one-third jit would be easy to extract the essential spirit of the bill, 





ed 
the 
up 
on 
at 





een, 
ave 
what 

efore 
have 

have 

shed 

illus- 

point 
little 

know 
mend 
‘hole 
rinci- 
either 
ighly 
res ol 
hould 
order 
ay be 
\ hich 
to the 
mmit- 
But 

r and 
view 
every 
to be 
stub 

uffer 
men 
th the 
ining 
pable; 
yperly 
been 

ge ne 
Il to 
ment 
other- 
e our 
on of 
to by 
; COn- 
3, that 
yrincl- 
ect 1s 
were 

iously 
nde ed 
e bill, 


1425 


Jay. 28, 1833.] = 











OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 
ee 


1426 


[H. or R. 














and examine it by any alembic that might be thought ap-|a better one? The members of this Congress studied the 


plicable. But the committee have yet to pass through 
the investigation of all these minutiz. 


atonce. Whilst the investigation of the details of the bill 
is, a3 yet, nothing more than a distant prospect ahead, we 
find our attention constantly drawn to every part of it in 
succession, at the imminent hazard of this accumulated 
information being all forgotten, when the time shall arrive 
at which it might be useful. During our last session, we 
passed a bill to reduce the revenue; but found, after we 
ceased to work at it, that it was insufficient to answer our 
purposes, because its effect would be to create more re- 
venue than sound policy would justify usin collecting. It 
became manifest that, owing to the amendments engraft- 
ed upon the original bill as it passed through the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and which were added to give further 
protection to this or that species of manufacture, the 
amount of money that would flow into the treasury would 
not fall short of eighteen millions of dollars from imports 
alone, and the general principle of this bill is, ‘* shall the 
revenue be reduced to a sum proportioned to the ex- 


penses of the Government?” the affirmative of which pro-| 


position few would deny. A few years ago a theory was 


partially broached, that the Federal Government should} 


intentionally raise more money than its ordinary expendi- 
tures require, that it might have a fund upon which to 
draw for donations for various purposes. But the opinion 
of the people was soon found to be unfavorable to this 
doctrine; and now no party maintains it. 


apparent that it must be reviewed; and the precise point 
of time when this review should take place, could be a 
matter of small moment, except that the permanent ad- 
justment of the tariff is so desirable to all interests and 
classes of men, that every consideration of justice and 
policy concurs in recommending its speedy accomplish- 
ment. 


sé 


shall we now undertake this review?” after deciding 


which in the affirmative, every section, line, and letter of 


the bill will be brought under our view, and will of course 
be open to amendment. 
ed when offered, or are not satisfactory when adopted, 
then will arise the proper question, whether the bill is, 
upon the whole, a proper bill, and ought to pass. But the 


only inquiry is now, whether we will look into the subject | 


at all. 

I have been surprised that the most strenuous opposi- 
tion to reviewing the tariff is made by those members of 
the House whose votes are recorded against the act of the 
last session. One would have thought a law which was 
so objectionable as to receive the hearty condemnation of 
these gentlemen both by voice and vote, would have been 
repealed by them at the earliest opportunity, and yet, when 
a proposition is made to reconsider and review it, they 
instantly take shelter under its protection, and insist upon 
its remaining the permanent law of the land. Have they 
changed their opinions with regard to it? 


Ifa child were 
learning A, it would be thought strange to thrust upon 
him the acquisition of all the other letters of the alphabet 


From the mo-} 
ment, therefore, of passing the act of 1832, it became) 


The proper question now before us is merely! 


If these amendments are reject-| 


subject of the tariff for nearly six months last winter, and 
have renewed their attention now. How unreasonable is 
it to expect thata body of men will ever assemble here, 
who have devoted more time to the investigation of this 
complicated subject. Ohe of the gentlemen from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Caoate] assumed the position that an equita- 
ble tariff-might possibly be made, which would satisfy the 
reasonable men of all parties, and contended that this 
result could only be the work of patient research, labori- 
ous investigation, and cool judgment; and yet protested 
against this Congress undertaking it, who have bestowed 
more time and attention upon the subject than any future 
Congress can be expected to give. I dissent from the 
Opinion expressed by that gentleman, that such a tariff 
cculd be produced by a single effort, however much pre- 
paratory labor had been expended upon it. I think that 
jit can only be the result of repeated efforts; and there- 
| fore it is that Iam willing to try again. Gentlemen object 
to this bill, but do they forget the course of the bill of the 
|last session? We set out with one intended to raise a 
revenue of twelve millions, and ended with one produ- 
icing eighteen millions. I voted against many of the 
amendments as they were successfully engrafted upon it 
|in its passage through the Committee of the Whole, but 
was ina minority. But I cannot see how those who were 
|the most zealous supporters of those amendments, and 
|who carried a majority of the House with them, should 
lnow be afraid to trust that majority. There is, indeed, 
one consideration which was rather hinted at than argued, 
by the gentleman from Connecticut, who opened this de- 
bate, (Mr. Huntrneron,}] who said that ‘* he was not 
insensible of the weight of Executive recommendations in 
ithis House.” If he means to say that the President is ex- 
|erting the influence of his station to conciliate the jarring 
and sectional divisions that now unhappily prevail, and 
'that have made discord where there formerly was har- 
|mony, I agree with him in the fact, and will further ex- 
press my belief that the people of this country will sustain 
him in this effort. This Congress may or may not re- 
spond to his sentiments; but the irresistible power which 
shapes and directs the course of this Government in all 
its concerns, I mean the calm and disinterested voice of 
| public opinion, will array itself upon the side of ** mode- 
|rate and healing councils,” and compel its decision to be 
respected. But, in the mean time, differences of opinion 
are passing into acrimonious strife; the breach between 
the two grand divisions of the country is becoming wider 
and wider, and the difficulty of a final adjustment of this 
fiercely contested question is enhanced as each Congress 
leaves it asa legacy to its successor. I am disposed to 
review our legislation. Those who think that the act of 
| 1832 is the last effort that ought to be made on the part 
of the Federal Government, who are content to see a sur- 
| plus revenue of six millions of dollars flow into the treasury 
forever, or who anticipate more knowledge, better feeling, 
and greater tranquillity in legislation, on the part of the 
succeeding Congress, with less acerbity in the public 








Or if not, | mind to be encountered, do well to postpone the present 
how can they reconcile what appears to me an irrecon-| consideration of the subject. 


What aspect this bill will 


cilable inconsistency, of desiring a bad law to remain|wear when it issues from the Committee of the Whole, 


upon the statute book? No interests have been built up, 
no capital invested, no durable arrangement of labor 
taken place as yet under the act of 1832, and it may 
therefore be reviewed without meeting with those serious 
difficulties that oppose us when about to change a law 
which has been in force for years. But it is said that it 
would be better to suffer this bad law to remain, than to 
incur the hazard of having a worse one. Are we not, 
sir, the same members identically who enacted the other 
law? and what reason can be given for the apprehension 


that a worse law will be the result of our deliberations, | tablishments. 


whether it will experience the fate of its predecessor of 
last year, and be so altered, that, like Anson’s ship, after 
her voyage round the world, scarcely a stick of the original 
timber remained in consequence of its repeated patchings; 
or whether it will wear the appearance that the Committee 
of Ways and Means have given it, no one can foresee. 
The gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Youne,] who has 
just taken his seat, has expatiated upon the destruction it 
would bring upon the woollen and cotton factories, and 
has argued arithmetically upon the condition of those es- 
I think there is a vitious principle in the 


any more than the existence of a hope that we shall pass! whole of our legislation upon the subject of woollens; I 


Vor. IX.--90 
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say vitious, because it does not accomplish the end in! of introducing the raw material from a foreign country, 


view. 


Ia the discussion of the last tariff, we first fixed| free of duty; are inconsistent with opinions expressed a 


upon a duty to be ee upon raw wool, for the purpose of| few days since, adverse to the importation of fossil sa}; 
) 


protecting the wool grower; and then proceeded to assess 
the duty upon the manufactured article by the argument 
and calculation of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Davis,] raising it so as to correspond exactly with the 
duty upon wool; for, said he ‘* the manufacturer will 
have to pa 


having protected the wool grower, we next proceeded to 
render the manufacturer entirely independent of him, by 
putting it in his power to import his wool, and regulate 
the duty for the express purpose of enabling him to im- 
port it. 


then tell him that he is well protected. 
philosophy in this legislation’? In practice it works ex- 
actly as might be supposed. The manufacturer having 
the growth of the raw material entirely at his command, 
can beat him down to whatever price he chooses to give. 


Sir, is there any 


an enhanced price on his raw material, and! 
must therefore have additional protection.” So that, after| 


We place the grower of wool entirely at the| 
mercy of the manufacturer, (an antagonist interest,) and) 


from Liverpool. But the difference is clear between th 
two cases. I stated then that the gravamen of the com 
plaint was, the encouragement of British shipping, owing 
to their enjoyment of a trade in which our vessels are no 
allowed to participate... Coming to Nova Scotia for tim 
ber, they can bring this article at a low freight, as other 
wise they would come in ballast. If the American shippin; 
could enter upon the competition upon equal terms, ): 
might perhaps be conformable to my doctrine about woo), 
that the manufactories of this salt should be seattered 
over the Atlantic coast, and the raw material admitted 
free. But waiving for the present all other consideration: 
it is sufficient to rest the point upon the advantage af. 
forded to British shipping and the consequent injury of 
our own. Our yessels from the Middle States go to th 
Southward for a cargo of cotton, which they take to E 

rope, and bring back in exchange foreign manufactures 
but as the return cargo is not so bulky as the outward, 


Hence it is, that, upon recurring to the statistical tables} 


‘ / and the surplus space cannot now, as heretofore, be filled 
upon our desks, during the last year of which we have| up with salt, they must either lose a portion of freight 


any returns, nearly seven millions of pounds of raw wool! or charge more upon the transportation of the outward 
were imported, paying a duty of upwards of two hundred| cargo, neither of which is desirable. In passing over 
and seventy thousand dollars. I should like to show this! this subject, I will refer to a statement which I have o! 


to one of our farmers, and ask him how he relishes such 
protection. But it may be said that the price of wool is 
enhanced by it, because, if the domestic seller will consent 
to take a little less than the cost of importation, he will be 
sure of amarket. The argument is specious, and deserves 
a moment’s consideration. When the proprietor of any 
article ismore anxious to sell than the purchaser is to buy, 
depreciation is the necessary consequence. 
are detached from each other, and have little opportunity 
of judging how much it costs to purchase wool abroad, 
and pay its freight home. He is offered a price, and he has 
no means of comparison between this price and the cost 
of the foreign article. All that he knows is, that the fo- 
reign article can be imported to advantage under our 
laws, and that if he does not sell it at less than this cost, 





tained from the records of the treasury, upon which tly 
gentleman from Maine may ruminate until we arrive at 
the salt part of the bill. It appears that, during the yea 
ending on the 30th September, 1832, the importation o! 
salt into the district of Passamaquoddy, which includes 
all that part of Maine into which this fossil salt is brought, 


|amounted to 9,781 tons, valued at $17,078 11, and that 
The farmers! 


the item of tonnage stands thus: i 
ons 

American Entered, 

Departed, 

Entered, 

Departed, 63,274 

The very recital of this disproportion is enough | 


Foreign - - 


create astonishment. 


A gentleman near me says, ‘ th 
West India trade.”? Notso, sir. Ihave examined the 
original returns made by the collector, of all the articles 
imported into the district, and will show to the House, 
when the proper time arrives, from the nature of the in 
portations, that this redundance of B-itish shipping is not 
owing to the West India trade. On the contrary, the 


whatever it may be, he will lose the sale altogether. The 
purchaser can turn his back upon him and look abroad 
for a supply, and our laws put it in his power to do so. 
But a convincing proof that our present system of legis- 
lation is of no service to the wool grower, is found in the 
fact, that (except in the year 1831, in whicha speculation 
took place in wool, temporarily raising its price,) the| arrangement of that trade, as settled by this administra 


price has not increased since the act of 1828. Its ave-|tion, has been held unjustly responsible for the sin of ‘| 
rage value has remained the same as it was prior to that) 


¢ | fossil salt duty. 
law. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Arrteron]| The gentleman from Connecticut, who has just ad 
declared in his speech that he had always felt himself au-| dressed the committee, [Mr. Youne,} deplored als« th 


thorized to say, on behalf of the manufacturers of wool- consequences that would fall upon the cotton spinner: 
lens, that a clear duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem would| by the smallness of the duty proposed to be levied upon 
be a sufficient protection, provided wool was made free.| cotton yarn or cotton twist. Upon this point, I hope that 
For one, I would at once close with his suggestion, and| iris complaints are premature, and that the committ 
adopt it; and I would myself make the proposition, if| will arrange this duty differently when we come to that 
there was any chance of carrying it. But I fear there is| part of the bill. lam inclined to think that it can be 
none. I thought in 1828, and I think still, that the sub- changed for the better. 
stantial interests of the wool growers would be promoted} There is now lying before me the latest Liverpool 
by the adoption of a policy which would build up the| price current, by which it appears that the price of cot- 
manufacturing establishments in the first instance, and| ton is as follows: 
when they had struck the roots of their prosperity deep| Sea island - 
into the soil, to look forward either to the competition! Stained - 
amongst them, or to subsequent encouragement, for the| Bowed, Georgia 7% 
producers of the raw material. But the effort to build! ¢ Mobile - 74 
up two rival, and, in some respects, hostile interests si-| Alabama - : 
multaneously, involves too much contradiction to be suc-| Surat - 
cessful. If either one of them had been strong, you might| Bengal - 34 
have burdened it for the advancement of the weaker; but} The price of the East India cotton is generally in pro- 
where both are weak, it is almost impossible to foster both portion to the above rates. I confess I cannot ‘see why 
at once. the Committee of Ways and Means should have made 4 
It may be thought that these views upon the propriety | distinction between the duty upon cotton yarn and cotton 
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goods, making the former less than the latter; nor can I|I shall doit, sir, more in sorrow than in anger; but a sense 
acquiesce in its propriety. ‘The yarn spun from the East|of stern and inexorable duty will compel me to do it. 
India cotton is, of course, an inferior article, and the cot-/ But at present my business is not with her. I am dealing 
ton mills of our country are not calculated to spin it, and| with the other Southern States. No one could have watched 
cannot do it without an entire alteration of their machine-| the course pursued by those States during the past six 
ry. This yarn, therefore, should be kept out of the| months without intense anxiety. The question of tariff 
country, because it is too unreasonable to require the cot-/ or anti-tariff is often, much too often, made to turn in this 
ton mills to revolutionize their spinning apparatus. And/ House upon the distinction between free and slave labor. 
besides, it is better to consume our own cotton, under| Whenever that position is taken, it ties another knot in 
every view of the subject. ‘This is one of the cases inj the ligament that binds the South together, and preserves 
which I should hold it unwise to introduce the raw material | the distinction which at some day or other will be most apt 
of another country. Gentlemen may call it a solitary ex-| to dissolve this confederacy. If it were not such a frequent 
ception or a special exception, or what they choose; but occurrence to go into a Committee of the Whole on the 
an exception it ought to be’ made. I will also join the) state of the Union, the very term ought to induce caution 
gentleman from Connecticut in keeping out fabrics made| and forbearance upon this topic. The spirit of compro- 
of this East India cotton, in some advisable mode; whether; mise that prevailed with our fathers when the constitu- 
this can be best done by the adoption of the minimum) tion was adopted, has, in some measure, evaporated in 
principle, put just high enough to act upon articles made| these our days; and it might be doubted whether such a 
of East India cotton, will best appear when we examine | compromise as exists, with regard to representation in 
minutely that part of the bill. With regard to the other| this House, could be now obtained. All the feelings of 
coarse cottons, our documents show that they have suc-|the Southern States were as much opposed to the tariff 
cessfully encountered the competition of British cottons| as South Carolina; but they have arrayed themselves on 
in the markets of Mexico and South America; and the/|the side of the Federal Government, and for that I feel 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Areteton] declared, } grateful tothem. I listened, however, with pain to the 
if L understood him correctly, that the great Waltham fac-| declaration of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. W1xpg, ] 
tory always had orders for goods three months ahead, in-| that he would not assist in the passage of any law for the 
tended for exportation. In and near Baltimore, about two| collection of the revenue, until this tariff bill was passed. 
millions of yards of cotton goods are manufactured, and For one, sir, I have no hesitation in saying that if that 
from four to five millions are received from the Eastward| opinion were entertained by a majority of the members 
annually, a large proportion of which, perhaps one-half, | from the Southern States, | would cease action upon this 
isexported. ‘The continuance of the practice of expor-| bill instantly. [ would plant my foot firmly, and not move 
tation indicates that the merchants do not lose by the ope-| another step, no, not an inch. But it is because I believe 
ration; and surely no good reason can be assigned why | that such is not their opinion, that Lam willing to proceed. 
this competition with the rival factories of England could/ At the first moment that a test vote shall be taken in this 
not be as successfully maintained at Charleston or Savan-| House, by which the opinion of members can be ascer- 
nali as at Mexico or Vatparaiso. It will scarcely be said} tained, if it should turn out to be contrary to my present 
that the intelligence of the inhabitants of the former expectation, fay course is taken, and I will not swerve 
places is not sufficient to enable them to distinguish be-| from it. South Carolina has placed herself, as I conceive, 
tween a superior and inferior article. ‘The advantages of] in what tacticians call a false positién. I believe that the 
the tariff system are many to those places where the|theory of nullification is erroneous, and cannot stand 
manufactories are situated. It keeps money at home, en-/ against the constitutional legislation of Congress. It rests 
courages industry, and affords a market for agricultural| for support upon this—that the legislation now existing is 
produce. ButI have never been able to perceive any| the entire exercise of the powers of the Federal Govern- 
advantage that the Southern States derive from it. Uf it] ment. If the whole population of a State, acting through 
be said that they are supplied with cheaper and better|its courts and juries, should determine that every case 
goods than they could import from foreign cduntries, then| shall be decided, whether in law or fact, so that the ver- 
they would voluntarily keep them without being coerced | dict of the jury or judgment of the court shall be against 
to take them. The only plausible argument is, that the|the revenue laws, no matter how their constitutionality 
general consumption of cotton goods throughout the na-| may be drawn into question, it is impossible to carry those 
tion is increased, and the sale of cotton thereby extended. | laws into effect as long as the State courts shall exercise 
This may be, but the extent of the benefit is the subject] concurrent jurisdiction with the courts of the United 
of conjecture, not calculation. States, and refuse an appeal to be carried up to the latter. 

But it is said, Mr. Chairman, that Congress ought to] But it seems to me that these are dormant powers existing 
suspend its action upon the tariff, on account of the posi-|in the Federal Government under the constitution, by 
tion of South Carolina, and not be driven by fear into| which it can give its own courts exclusive jurisdiction 
a change in its legislation. Fear! sir. Fear of what?|over matters relating to the revenue. This is then the 
Are our lives, or liberties, or property endangered? Can| point now at issue. ‘This subject however will come up 
no other motive be found than this miserable and con-| hereafter, and will doubtless receive a more extended dis- 
temptible one of fear? For one, I repel and scorn it. I}cussion. But I cannot refrain from remarking upon an 
have observed, sir, through life, that brave men are al-| occurrence in our history, which shows how early and 
ways the last to attribute fear to another. Not conscious| firmly our revolutionary ancestors exercised power,speak- 
of the influence of the motive themselves, they are not| ing in behalf of the nation. The circumstance was brought 
aware of its power over others, and, being unable to esti-|to my notice in examining what we call the old claims for 
mate its force, are not apt to make the charge. Gentle-| French spoliations. On the 6th February, 1778, the 
men mistake the feeling that they mean to appeal to. | Congress of the United States concluded a treaty of alli- 
Pride, sir, pride might do much to induce us to withhold| ance with France, guarantying to her perpetually the 
legislation for the present; and of the influence of this! possession of her West India islands. At the same time 
fecling, L confess that I have not myself been entirely des-| when this treaty was signed, Congress had absolutely no 
titute. Reflection, however, has subdued it. With South| power at all, except a revolutionary authority depending 
Carolina we shall have to deal hereafter. When the pro-| upon voluntary obedience. The articles of confederation 
per committee of the House shall report upon that matter, | were not signed until four months afterwards, and yet this 
I shall be found ready to support such measures as I may| Congress plunged the nation into an agreement, which 
judge necessary for the enforcement of the reyenue laws. | the treaty-making power of the present constitution would 
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never yenture to assume. And yet, when the obligations 


of this guaranty became oppressive, no one ever thought | reign goods under the act of July 14, 1832, ineluding free 
of disputing the authority by which the encumbrance was | goods, taking the imports of 1831 as the basis of caleuls. 
assumed. In the correspondence between Jefferson|tion. Applying this rule to the nett import of $66,200,000, 
(whilst Secretary of State) and Hammond, the former|the amount of revenue will be $15,660,000, from which 
distinctly took the ground that foreign nations were sup-|is to be deducted more than $:,000,000, for expenses of 
posed to have a knowledge of the powers of the Federal | collection, and $500,000 for a reduction on wines afie) 
Government; and yet the same officer never thought of|the 3d of March, 1834, the permanent nett revenue will 
questioning the authority under which the treaty of 1778 | be $14,360,000; and even this is too high, according to th 
was made, although he was, in my opinion, more embar-|average assumed by the Secretary of the Treasury, bh: 
rassed in conducting the correspondence to which that| cause the committee have founded their average rate « 
treaty gave rise, than in any other period of his life. \23 2-3 per cent. upon the importations of 1831, whici, 
That the treaty-making power is more extensive under |contained an amount altogether greater than the averag: 
the present constitution, than it was under the confederacy, | of six years, of wool, woollens, and cottons, paying «ut 
must be admitted by all; and yet, if the theory of naullifi- | much above the average; and after taking into the cs 
cation be true, all the obligations incurred with nations | mate about two millions of extra importation of worst 
having commercial treaties of reciprocity with us, may be | stuffs, the result will be a reduction of the average rate 
rendered nugatory by the action of a single State. duty from 23.66 per cent. to 22.44; and thus rendering 
But, Mr. Chairman, I will not suffer myself to stray | the nett revenue $800,000 further, to $13,560,000. Thx 
mto the discussion of matters foreign, in a great measure, |sir, 1 try another process. So late asthe 4th June las! 
to the subject now under deliberation. I think that it is}the Secretary of the Treasury furnished us a table of (| 
time to take the preliminary question upon the bill be-|revenue which would accrue under the bill reported by 
fore the committee, and will'no longer be an obstacle |the chairman of the Committee on Manufactures, taking 
in the way of such a desirable event. the import of 1830 as the basis of importation. ‘That ii 
Mr. H. having concluded, port was $70,876,000, or, deducting exports of forcig 
Mr. W. B. SHEPARD moved that the committee rise. | goods, $14,387,000, gives $56,489,000 as the nett amoun: 
The motion was carried: Yeas 77, nays 71. of foreign imports for that year, and the nett revenue ¢ 
The committee rose accordingly at a quarter past 6 | those imports was ascertained to be $12,763,000. | 
o'clock. | bill of the 14th of July reduced the duties on silks, lin: 
A motion being made for adjournment, itea, and coffee, a million of dollars below those calculat 
Mr. WHITE, of New York, demanded the yeas and lin that table, or, allowing for debentures, $800,000, leay 
nays. They were taken, and stood as follows: Yeas 85, jing the nett revenue, on the basis of the import of 183 
nays 75. So the House adjourned. | something below $12,000,000. Now, if $56,489,000, th 
-— Inet import of 1830, gives $12,000,000, $66,200,000, t! 
Tvrspar, January 29. jaa average import of ms Ort we give 1)" , 
se7T <1 SWENTIP as the nett revenue arising from the basis assumed by 
ESTIMATED REVENUE. {Secretary of the Treasury; subject, however, to th 
The resolution moved by Mr. Arrierox, and under |duction of $300,000 for the reduced duty on wines afier 
discussion yesterday, Coming up to-day, and the question | March, 1834, leaving $13,800,000 as the actual reven 
being taken on the motion of Mr. Cray, of Alabama, to |instead of the $18,000,000 of the Secretary of the Treas 
lay the resolution on the table, it was negatived: Yeas 53, 


Mr. A. asked whether any gentleman could show a 
nays 71. 


"sult different from this. Mr. A. did not, indeed, see | 
Mr. APPLETON then said that it had been with ex-|the amount could rise evenso high as fifteen million 
treme surprise that he had discovered that any disposition | mitting the basis taken by the Secretary to be a correc! 
existed to lay these resolutions on the table. Norceuldjone. It was true, indeed, that the Committee of Wa 
this be the case, as it seemed to him, unless the nature lah Means had assumed as their basis that the impo 
and object of the resolution had been misunderstood. The | would amount to 100 millions. But this was too 1 
whole object of the bill at present before Congress was to |strous an assumption to need refutation. The year f 
reduce the revenue to the expenditures of Government. |the Ist of April, 1851, to the Ist of April, 1833, was 
That was the only ground on which the bill had been|of monstrous overtrade, and swelled enormously the off 
brought forward. Now the first of the resolutions he had | cial imports of 1831 and 1832. Mr. A. had obtained fron 
offered pursued the very words of the Secretary of the|the treasury quarterly returns of the last two y 
Treasury in his report, in which the Secretary “declared | (which were not before the House. ) 
that, taking the average importations of the last six years, As to the second resolution, whoever would turn to t! 
the revenue under the existing law of 14th July last might | message of the President of the United States, and es; 
be estimated at eighteen millions of dollars. Now, Mr. {cially to the report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
A. said that there was no process of calculation by which |the commencement of this session, would find the fact} 
he was able to make the average more than fifteen mil-| forward, that the Secretary of the Treasury had at the last 
lions. His object wastoascertain by what process of cal-|session recommended a reduction of the dutics to tl 
culation the Secretary of the Treasury came to the result | amount of the expenditures of the Government, and tha 
of $18,000,000. When gentlemen voted against such an|the failure of Congress to meet those recommendat 
inquiry, the natural inference would seem to be, that they |furnished the ground and occasion for further reduction, 
feared the Secretary had been in the wrong, and were jand yet, to my utter astonishment, as I stated on a forme: 
afraid to examine. He would ina few words present to| occasion in Committee of the Whole, I find, by accurat 
the House the process of calculation by which he had ar-|calculation, that the reductions on the articles of !o 
rived at the conclusion he had stated. |woollens, stuffs, silks, linens, coffee, tea, and wi 
The average gross amount of foreign imports for the |amount to $3,577,026; whilst the additions on the artic! 
last six years, including 1832, is $86,200,000, from which, | of wool, woollens, including flannels and carpetings, s 
deducting $20,000,000, the average amount of foreign |ing silks, indigo, and salt, amount to $2,522,289; leaving 
goods exported, $66,200,000, remains as the nett amount |the actual reductions made by the bill of the 14th July, 
of foreign goods imported, on which the revenue is to be | 1832, $1,054,737 greater than those proposed by the $ 
levied. Now, the table annexed to the report of the Com-|cretary of the Treasury in his bill communicated to t! 
mittee of Ways and Means gives 23 2-3 per cent. asthe | House. 
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These two facts seem to me to lie at the very foundation of the gentleman; and he placed about as much reliance 
of the question of acting upon the tariff at all. If my|upon them as upon the estimates from the Committee of 
statements are correct, there is not the slightest pretext! Ways and Means, and no more. The gentleman would 
for reducing the revenue at all. If they are not correct, | have the House to believe that they had last year reduced 
I wish to be corrected. The refusal to apply to the pro-|the revenue, not by three millions—nor five millions—but 
per quarter for information would seem to imply that the/ten millions! Could any one want any data to discover 
friends of the administration have no confidence in the|the folly and falsity of such a calculation? Such calcula- 
general statements of the Secretary of the Treasury, that|tions showed a want of tact, a want of knowing how to 
the matter will not bear examining. These returns went {arrive at just results. Should the gentleman obtain the 
to show a difference of nine millions in the Jast quarter, |information he sought, still he must pardon Mr. C. if he 
ending the 30th of September last, compared with the cor-| refused to believe that the revenue had been reduced nine 
responding quarter of 1831, and five millions in the pre-|or ten millions. Without going into any details of calcu- 
vious quarter; and every gentleman acquainted with the lation, he was disposed to believe that the estimates of 
actual state of the trade and commerce of the country,|the Secretary were made with as much accuracy as any 
knows very well that a reduced importation continues, and | estimates could be expected to be made. Mr. C. however, 
must continue for a long time to come; so that the average | was for rejecting all their arithmetical calculations—he 
of $86,200,000 for several years to come must be consi- placed no reliance upon them. However, asa mere ques- 
dered a full, if not a high estimate. tion of curiosity, he would not refuse the inquiry: but the 
Asto the estimates of the Committee of Ways and Means, |answer would come after the bill had been acted upon. 
as another proof of the incorrectness of those estimates,| Mr. APPLETON replied, that he asked no vote from 
they had assumed the average of debentures, and expen-|the gentleman from New York on courtesy; he desired 
ses of collection, at 20 per cent. on the gross amount of{no gentleman’s vote on any such ground. The gentleman 
duties, Mr. A. denied this to be the true average; and|had said, he would place no reliance on his [Mr. A.’s] 
if it were, it was no rule on which to calculate for the fu-|calculations. When the gentleman had said this, Mr. A. 
ture; for there was no necessary ratio between debentures|thought the gentleman was coming out with 4 counter 
and imposts. The only case in which it had been applied | statement—a counter calculation. But no such thing had 
under the existing rates of duties, was to be found in the appeared. Now it was said, and said truly, that ‘‘ figures 
estimate of the 4th of June, (Doc. 264,) in which the|could not lie.” And Mr. A. was willing to put his own 
gross revenue is stated to be $16,738,037; the debentures, | calculations against the gentleman’s. But since the gen 
bounties, and expenses of collection, $3,975,000; being 24 | tleman had chosen to put his own calculations in competi- 
per cent. instead of 20, as asserted by the committee. tion with Mr. A.’s, he would say, that in all the calcula- 
Mr. CLAY said he had moved to lay the resolutions on|tions which had come either from the Committee of Ways 
the table, because he thought that all the objects of the|and Means, or the Secretary of the Treasury, he had 
resolutions could be obtained from the Secretary’s re-|found nothing that would compare with the gentleman’s 
port, and on looking into that report he found he was not assertion that the protected articles amounted to fifty mil- 
mistaken. He should send a portion of the report to the /lions! 
Clerk’s table to be read, which would show this. But he| Mr. CAMBRELENG said, that if the gentleman would 
wished to know why the offering of these resolutions had | take as much pains on the subject of tonnage— 
been kept until now. The report of the Secretary had | Here Mr. CLAY called to order. Gentlemen were re- 
been before the House since the 5th of December. Could] ferring to matters which had no relation to the resolutions. 
not the gentleman have discovered the supposed error of} Mr. CAMBRELENG resumed. The gentleman had 
the Secretary before this time? |said that figures never lied. But Mr. C. had put the lie 
The inquiry would have come with a much better grace lon all those which contradicted the statements from the 
from the gentleman, if he had brought it forward before|treasury. But it was not true that figures never lied. 
the present bill had been for weeks before the House. He | It was an old adage, that in matters of finance figures did 
could conceive no motive for such a procedure, unless it}not tell truth. When the gentleman undertook to correct 
was a desire to consume time and todelay action. Should |his calculations, he hoped the gentleman would furnish a 
the call be agreed to, then the House would be told that | little information on the subject of the domestic and foreign 


a 
















they must not act until it had been answered. |tonnage of this country: a subject far more important than 
Mr. C. was against every thing of this sort, and he pro-}that involved in the gentleman’s resolutions. 


tested against them. The Secretary had told the gentle- | The question was now put on Mr. Cxay’s motion to 
man what his data were. If he should now send a new} postpone, and decided by yeasand nays: Yeas 78, nays 82. 
calculation, some other gentleman would probably find| So the House refused to postpone. 

some error in that; and then there must be anew call; and} Mr. VERPLANCK now moved for the orders of the 
where is the business to end? Mr. C. concluded by mov-| day. 

ing to postpone the consideration of the resolutions until| Mr. E. EVERETT hoped the gentleman would defer 
the 2d day of March next. |this motion until the question should be taken on the mat- 

Mr. APPLETON said that he might sooner have offer-| ter which the House had just refused to postpone. 


ed the resolutions had he sooner made, most unexpected- Mr. VERPLANCK declining, 

ly, the discovery on which they were founded. As to! Mr. DICKSON demanded the yeas and nays on pro- 
what the gentleman had caused to be read at the Clerk’s| ceeding to the orders of the day. Vhey were taken, and 
table, it was the very clause to which he had himself re-| stood—yeas 94, nays 67. 

ferred; that clause gave the result to which the Secretary| [The resolution was on a subsequent day agreed to 
came; but it gave no grounds on which the conclusion | without further debate.] 

was founded. What Mr. A. wanted to know was, how} So the House proceeded to the orders of the day, and 
the Secretary came to such a result. ° went into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said he had voted to lay the reso-| Union, Mr. Warye in the chair, and resumed the consi 
lutions upon the table; but it was not from any want of|deration of the 
courtesy towards the gentleman from Massachusetts, but TARIFF BILE 
the House was passing resolution after resolution, to call = 
upon the Secretary for information, which every member| Mr. WILLIAM B. SHEPARD being entitled to the 
had as much in his own power as the Secretary. tioor, rose to address the committee. He said he had 
Mr. C. had listened to the very ingenious calculations | moyed last night that the committee should rise, not be- 
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cause he had any thing to say, that could not be as well 
said then as now, or that he had not as lief say then as 
now, but because he had not the physical ability, after a 
session of six hours, to give coherency to the few ideas 
with which it was his intention to trouble the committee. 
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pressed. And unless the fickle legislation of Congress j 
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to be the reproach of our institutions, and the curse of 
the people of this country, we ought to place this matter 
on such a basis, that, hereafter, every man may rest s 
cure, himself and his property, of being under the pro. 


Tam well aware, said Mr. S., that every gentleman here | tection of equal, just, and permanent laws. For, if there 
is desirous of disposing of this tedious subject, without] is a tyranny more peculiarly hard to bear, more harass. 
more debate; none can be more tired of it than I am. ing to the spirit, it is that of fluctuating legislation. Ij, 
Man has been denuminated by some enthusiastic ad-| oppression is more severe from being unexpected; no i1 
mirers of political economy, an animal that makes ex-|dustry can obviate it, no sagacity can foresee it. 
changes; he has here been called a plundering animal;}_ When the tariff laws of 1824 and 1828 were under 
were I permitted to add one to the many definitions which | discussion, it was contended, with great force and justice 
have been given by philosophers of that singular creature, | by the anti-tariff party, that all free Governments should 
I should say he is an animal that makes tariff speeches. | interfere as little as possible with the domestic arrang 
The definition would undoubtedly characterize him, as he| ments and industry of its citizens; that all material chang 
is known in the United States, more particularly on this}in the policy of a nation, the object of which -was th: 
floor—here ‘* docti indoctique,” we all speak on this sub-| transferring capital from one occupation to another 
ject; I shall, therefore, make no apology to the House/should be made with great caution, and only on grea 
for indulging a national propensity—**’tis no sin for a|emergencies. If these propositions are true of such G 
man to labor in his vocation.”” Lam not, however, one| Vvernments generally, they are still more worthy of atten 
of those gentlemen who believe that all knowledge on|tion in a_Government like ours, which is of strictly en 
this subject is derived, like Falstaff’s knowledge of the|merated powers, and dependent for its stability on pub! 
true prince, from instinct; it is to me, viewed in any way opinion--in a Government where the fashion of to 
Tam capable of viewing it, a subject of great difficulty. |may be reprobated by to-morrow; and an investment | 
It is peculiarly at this time a subject of fearful interest, | capital, made under the sanction of the National Legis! 
and requiring for its adjustment all this House possesses|ture, may be prostrated by a fickle legislation, inf 
of intelligence, integrity, and patriotism. Sir, I most|enced by the whim and caprice of the moment, or |! 
solemnly believe the times require each man should speak | varying policy and interest of rival political parties. | 
out, candidly and freely, his real sentiments upon the} was upon such principles of general reasoning that | an 
subject of this protective policy; that a great responsibi-| now, and always have been, opposed to the policy of t 
lity restsupon the members of this House, a responsibility | tariff laws. 
which, if we fail now to meet, we basely abandon the| I thought such a system ought not to be forced on th 
high trust committed to our care. country, but that every man should be permitted to! 
The United States exhibit, at this time, a spectacle hi-| low such pursuits as were most congenial to his habits and 
therto unseen and unknown upon earth; one that, for the| disposition. That if by this policy the people advance 
credit of humanity, it is to be hoped will never occur| more slowly in the accumulation of property, they woul 
again—a people endowed with all that heaven or earth| be more virtuous, less exposed to the temptations of « 
can bestow to make them happy and contented, sbound-Hrsordinay wealth—a state of things but little conge: 
ing in every thing essential to prosperity, and even gran-| with plain republican institutions. I thought likewise 
deur, among the nations of the world, (if the term is not|that if the policy of protective laws was less doubtful, 
offensive to some around me;) and yet, amidst all these|the tariff of 1828 was ill-judged and inexpedicnt. | 
blessings, we daily hear it proclaimed, in high places, we! attempted too much; it embraced subjects of opposit’ 
are on the eve of revolution. A revolution to put down! characters: while with one hand it gave a bounty, wi 
what? Some usurper living on the vitals of the communi-|the other it imposed a tax upon the same thing, showing, 
ty? Some conqueror revelling in the spoils of vanquish-| as has been correctly observed by the anti-tariff memoria 
ed provinces, snatching from wealth its abundance, from} that there was ‘‘an avowed want of information on th: 
penury its pittance, to swell the pride, the pomp, and] subject; it would have been a wiser course to wait un! 
power of an individual? No, sir! A revolution to put} that information was obtained.” In fact, sir, the tarifi 
down the power of the majority of the people themselves} 1828 was not intended by many of those who assisted 
—a revolution which I can compare to nothing in the his-] making it, to aid peculiarly any species of manufactu 
tory of the madness and folly of mankind, but the infidel} except that of a President; and we are now reaping t! 
fury of the anarchists of France, who desc¢crated the tem-/ bitter fruits of such legislation. 
ple of the only true God, to erect what they called the} ‘The act, however, has passed; it was imposed on t! 
statue of reason in its stead. The nations of Europe are} country for weal or for wo; it has disappointed in som: 
now contending for self-zovernment: we scem to be get-| measure the hopes of its friends and the predictions 
ting tired of it: they are contending against the will and| its enemies; it is recorded among your laws, and no hi 
dominion of one man; some here complain of the domi-| man power can place the country in the same situation i 
nion of the many. What, on the other side of the Atlan-| was in prior to its passage. 
tic, is called by an admiring world the beau ideal ofliberty,| ‘The question now, however, is not one of laying o 
I have heard on this floor pronounced the perfection of|but one of taking off duties; we are inquiring how \ 
despotism. Such, alas, is the unhappy, the miserable} shall provide for the present posture of affairs. Our na 
condition of poor human nature! | tional debt is about to be paid off; we shall have upon our 
Whatever may be the final action of Congress upon the) hands a large surplus revenue; how shall we relieve th 
subject of the revenue, nothing should be done without) country from-the anticipated danger of this alarming p| 
caution and deliberation, and after a careful inspection of} thora? We are told by some of our statesmen, (I be; 
our commercial, agricultural, and manufacturing situation. | pardon of the shades of the illustrious men who on¢ 
Upon our decision of this question rests the prosperity of bore that name, I meant some of our politicians, ) that the 
every man in the community. I look, sir, uponthe man,} National Legislature cannot be trusted with one dolla 
who would dissever these three great interests, indissolu-| more than the bare necessities the stern exigenciés of t! 
ble in their natural affinities, and essential to the prospe- | Government require. Bargain, intrigue, and corruptio?, 
rity of every great nation, as a mere empiric, a political] we are told, will stalk barefaced and uncovered throug! 
quack whose nostrums may momentarily infuse vigor into out this hall, unless speedily prevented. I have not yet 


the body politic, but eventually leave it haggard and de-| sir, lost all confidence in republiean institutions; I do! 











ei 





in 


of 
tic 
ar 
sv 


th 
bi 
lis 
ar 
or 


p: 
its 


th 
bu 
ce 











if ol 
iw 
ur ni 
on our 
ve thy 
g ple 
‘t beg 
; ONC 


rat tl 


dolla 











believe the people of this country are yet sufficiently 
corrupted to send members to this House base enough, 
either to barter away their liberty or squander their mo- 
ney; when I do believe it, I shall think representative 
Governments a mere delusion. I have, however, no ob- 
jection that gentlemen should estimate their power of 
resisting temptation by whatever sfandard they please. 

It is impossible at this period to discuss this matter of 
the tariff exclusively on its own merits; it has become so 
intermingled with all the political questions of the times, 
has been the cause of so much excitement, that it is thrust 
into every question and relation in society. In the few 
discursive remarks which I intend making on this subject, 
I hope the committee will pardon me, if, in following the 
example of others, 1 talk about that subject most interest- 
ing to myself. It may very properly be asked, why this 
inordinate desire, at this session of Congress, to hurry 
through the House a bill of such vast importance as this 
evidently is? The bill of July, 1832, has not yet gone in- 
to operation; no man can tell its precise effect upon the 
revenue of the country. Has that bill been found to de- 
ceive its friends in reducing the revenue? I will trouble 
the committee with a few words in relation to that mea- 
sure. Iam more inclined to do so, because I perceive it 
is about to be murdered in the womb; and before the final 
blow is struck, I will do it an act of passing justice. Hav- 
ing voted for that bill, in company with a large majority 
of my colleagues, and a majority of the Southern delega- 
tion, as a bill to reduce the revenue of the Government, 
and to relieve the people from the pressure of the tariff 
system, I am surprised to find endeavors very industrious- 
ly made to circulate a belief, that, so far from alleviating 
the burdens of the South, they are aggravated by that 
bill. Isaw an article in the Telegraph of this city, pub- 
lished a few days ago, addressed to the people of Georgia, 
and bearing, among others, the signature of a gentleman 
on this floor, [Mr. CLarron,] containing the following 
words: ** The character of the act of 1832 is distinctly 
marked. Its diminished credits, its requisition of cash 
payments, its increase of the value of the pound sterling, 
its discriminating duties, will show that the burdens im- 
posed upon you are decidedly increased, yet you are told 
that this act is a concession, ‘ an effort to moderate the 
burdens of the South;’ that, like the travelled dove, it 
comes with the olive branch to give you future security. 
The treacherous kiss of Judas is not more deceptive. A 
concession with the odious principle of protection retained 
as the permanent policy of the Government! No, it is no 
concession; its object is rather to lull you into false secu- 
rity.” This paper, although addressed to the people of 
Georgia, is evidently intended for -the whole South, and 
conveys an imputation upon the intelligence and integrity 
of every Southern anti-tariff gentleman who voted for the 
bill of 1832. As one of those individuals, I am not dis- 
posed that the slightest taint of inconsistency shall be at- 
tached to any vote of mine to gratify any man, any set of 
men, or any party whatever. Upon the subject of this 
tariff [have acted upon but one set of principles, and up- 
on those same principles I intend to continue to act. 

This is a repetition of a charge contained in an address 
published by the South Carolina delegation shortly after 
the close of the last session, and circulated very generally 
throughout the Southern country. ‘These loving appeals 
to one’s constituents are not generally fair subjects of criti- 
cism; they are intended for the partial eye of friendship. 
Some of those names attached to these statements are, 
however, so notorious in connexion with this tariff matter, 
that they carry great weight with them among two-thirds 
of the people south of the Potomac; it therefore becomes 
necessary that even small errors, suchas great minds inad- 
vertently make, should at once be corrected. It is very 
idle to say that the tariff bill of 1832 recognised the prin- 
ciple of protection; it recognised it no more and no less 
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than every act for reducing revenue, or raising revenue, 
has done since the organization of the Government. The 

allegation, therefore, is merely gratuitous. As regards 

‘¢ diminished credits and cash payments,” the impolicy of 
the existing law was so satisfactorily shown by the memo- 

rial of the anti-tariff convention, that I voted to repeal it, 

in compliance with the unanimous wish, as expressed in 

in the memorial of the Southern people. 

Another source of lamentation is ‘‘ the increased value 
of the pound sterling.” By the law of 1799, regulating 
the value of foreign coins, the pound sterling of England 
was estimated to be worth four dollars and forty-four 
cents of our currency; owing to the fluctuation in the re- 
lative value of gold and silver, its real value had become 
four dollars and eighty cents. I voted to put it at its true 
and real value, because I like to call things by their right 
names; I had, however, a still better reason: when I vote 
for a bill laying a duty of 10, 15, or 25 per cent., when I 
assist in publishing to the world that such a duty has been 
laid, I am desirous of dealing candidly and fairly with the 
public. 1 would not assist in granting a boon in the first 
part of an instrument, and insert a condition in the latter 
part rendering the grant valueless. To have pursued a 
different course might have evinced more political cun- 
ning, but would not have added much to the reputation 
of the American Congress; as one of the humblest of its 
members, I am willing to share the odium of that measure. 

“ne bill of July, however, it is said, makes discriminat- 
ing duties; it releases luxuries from taxation, and throws 
the burden of supporting the Government upon the ne- 
cessaries of life; it oppresses the poor; ‘* this is pitiful, 
’tis wondrous pitiful,” and, doubtless, has been the foun- 
dation of many a moving address and eloquent harangue. 
It may have been said in the furieso language of the day, 
that a grinding, cruel, and unrelenting majority of Con- 
gress, insensible to the miseries and sufferings of an op- 
pressed people, have had the unprecedented, enormous, 
and daring effrontery to grant to a high-toned and chival- 
rous people their tea and coffee without tax. Horrible 
as this charge seems to be, and alarming as it is to a con- 
scientious man, it is very easy to show that it comes with 
a very bad grace from the source it does, and, as applica- 
ble to the state of things in the South, has little or no 
foundation. It is difficult, in a country so prosperous as 
every part of the United States is, to draw a distinction 
between luxuries and necessaries; in every community, 
they are merely correlative terms; in rude and savage 
states of society, necessaries are such articles as sustain 
existence; as society advances in refinement, what was 
formerly a luxury becomes a necessary. I would here 
remark, that the argument of the honorable gentleman 
near me, [Mr. Cuoatr, ] that the Southern people, in pro- 
portion to their wealth and population, are non-consum- 
ers, is literally true. 

It is perfectly well known to every gentleman familiar 
with the domestic arrangements of the mass of the South- 
ern people, that two-thirds of them are clad in their own 
domestic manufactures: I have known many planters, the 
owners of large families of slaves, who purchase nothing 
from the stores but iron, salt, tea, coffee, sugar, and a 
few other trifling articles of luxury or convenience. 
Now, is it not more important to these men that they 
should purchase such articles as tea and coffee cheaply, 
which are of daily and constant use, than the broadcloths 
of England? The latter surely are not so essential to their 
comfort, and the want of them is not depriving them of 
an article upon which they set much value. They prefer 
their own domestic manufactures, and I hope the day 
never will arrive when the loom and the spindle are to be 
silent around the hearths of our fathers. ‘To me there is 
no sight more cheering than of a family clad entirely by 
its own labor. It presents a spectacle of substantial com- 
fort and sturdy independence, not surpassed in any quar- 
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ter of the globe. { confess I never visit such scenes with-| exclusively, was $2,074,831. Is this no relief to this 
out returning from them elevated and purified in feeling;|class of society? They must know otherwise if they 
I go back in imagination to other times, when the men of| honestly believe they bear so large a share of the burden 
homespun were legislating in your halls of Congress, and} and if we take into consideration the small class of indivi. 
fighting the battles of the revolution. So longas the Fe-| duals, even in the South, directly interested in the pro. 
deral Government's tax gatherer does not cross the doors} duction of these articles, the relief to them under this 
of this worthy class of society, they.are independent of| view of their case, and by that bill, was of vast importance 
its legislation: secure in the ‘* noiseless tenor of their| But, sir, what becomes of this oppression on the poor’ 
way,”’ they are happy, unmolested by the visions of ava-| Are the poor the growers of rice, cotton, and tobacco’ oy 
rice, or the dreams of ambition. If this distinction be-| was it intended as a mere figure of speech, a pathetic 
tween necessaries and luxuries were substantially true, | appeal?— 

who has any right tocomplain? If luxuries tend to elevate 
man in the scale of social existence; if they follow in the 
march of civilization, and make a part of it, why, in aj Had I voted against the bill, believing this modern cd 
Government of equals, should not every thing that tends to|trine, { should have felt myself bound, as a consistent 
refine our natures, to smooth the asperities of life, and} man, to have gone home and told my constituents that a 
elevate man in the scale of animated beings, be placed| proposition was made in Congress to relieve them from 
within the reach of the poorest individual in society? itwo millions of their burdens, which I had rejected with 

Having disposed of the morality of this matter, let us/scorn, but that I had brought them the glorious remedy 
now look to its logic. 1 will not take up the tariff bill of) of nullification. 1 knew the temper of that people to: 
1832, and, comparing it with the act of 1828, ask gentle-| well; I knew they were devotedly attached to the Union 
men if a reduction of the duties on iron, on cotton goods, | of these States, as the last hope of liberty upon earth, 
on sugar, on woollen cloths, on negro clothing, on blan-| and that they were not inclined to jeopard it upon a doubt. 
kets, &c., was not a reduction of the duties on the neces-| ful point of political economy. Whenever, sir, I persuade 
saries of life: this would be confuting them by the plain|the people whom I represent, to resist the laws of this 
rule of subtraction, a species of argument utterly beneath | Government, it will be such resistance as freemen shoul 
gentlemen who deal in the sublimities of metaphysics: 1) make, with arms in their hands, and not a pettifogging 
will take the rule they themselves have furnished. |chicanery through the courts. 

The theory which has produced such excitement inone} But, sir, if the bill of 1832 was radically wrong, the 
portion of the South against the tariff, and which I pre-| same objections apply to the bill on your table; it hasalso 
sume is believed by all those who condemn the act of} the mark of the beast upon it. ‘This billdoes not restore 
1832, if we include the ultra-tariff men, who, by their as-/the credit system; it does not restore the false valuation 
sociations in that vote, illustrate the truth of the proposi-| of the pound sterling; it has likewise discriminating duties 
tion, ** that the extremes are sometimes nearer together) it only carries out the principle of the bill of 1832, and 
than the means,”’ is thus expounded by one of its ablest| reduces the revenue nearer to the wants of the Govern 
supporters: (Report of Committee of Ways and Means by| ment. Its discriminating duties are of a more partial 
Mr. McDuffie, February 8, 1832.) ‘* As the restrictions) character than any bill ever presented to this House; it 
imposed upon the productions of Southern industry are| protects some species of iron (the most oppressive part of 
affected by the agency of indirect taxes, the burdens im-/the tariff) by a duty of 76 per cent.; while cotton goods, 
posed upon the planting States by the protecting system|a manufacture nearly acclimated, are protected by a duty 
are not very inaccurately measured by the amount of taxes| of 20 percent. When, however, the contest is for prin- 
levied upon their productions. And when the inequality | ciple, { will not do any one the injustice to suppose tliat 
of the Government disbursements are added to the ine-| money will answer, should it amount to thousands; and 
quality of contributions exacted by import duties, it may | unless that principle be yielded, nothing has been gained 
be confidently affirmed that the burdens imposed upon|{ do not know how gentlemen will vote on the final pas- 
the planting States by the taxation, prohibition, and. dis-|sage of this bill; all that Iam anxious about is, that if 
bursements of the Federal Government are more than | hereafter there should be any charge of inconsistency, it 
equal to the amount of taxes levied upon those imports| may rest precisely where truth and justice demand. 
which are obtained in exchange for the three great agri- ‘This act of 1832 was no favorite of mine: 1 was satis- 
cultural staples of cotton, tobacco, and rice. That a/fied it would not answer the purpose for which it was 
duty upon an import is equivalent to the same amount of | intended, and that it did not extend its own principle 
duty upon the export which has been exchanged for it, is| sufficient for the occasion. During all the discussion on 
but a self-evident proposition to all who correctly compre-| this subject, [ watched the scene witha great deal of 
hend its import. ‘The planter is as injuriously affected by anxiety; I was desirous of seeing a deliverate expression 
the one duty as he would be by the other, without anyjof opinion between the two great antagonist principles 
reference whatever to his own consumption.”’ in the country, ‘* protection and no protection;” or if 

Here is a direct and unequivocal admission that the| there were a third principle that would satisfy all parties 
consumer of an article, as such, has no interest at all in!/[ listened in vain for the latter principle; 1 heard, day 
the duty paid by that article; it is therefore of no import-| after day, speeches upori crude and ill-digested theories, 
ance to him whether the duty is ten, fifteen, or thirty| but heard nothing more practicable than the mode ol 


Spargere ambiguas voces 
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per centum, nor from what article the revenue is collect- 
ed. Now, if this proposition is true, and I admit its truth 
for the present occasion, the growers of rice, cotton, and 
tobacco, which articles constitute two-thirds of the Ame- 
rican productions exchanged for foreign goods, pay two- 
thirds of the gross amount of duties charged on foreign 
importations, or, as has been estimated, forty per cent., a 
per cent. somewhat below the true amount. Letus apply 
this rule to the reduction of cuties by the tariff of 1832, 
to ascertain the relief yielded to the rice, cotton, and to- 
bacco men. If the reduction of the revenue by the bill of| 
July, 1832, amounted to $5,187,078, as was estimated by 
the Treasury Vepartment, the relief to those indisiduals, | 





concession proposed in the bill of 1832. 

The principle of collecting the revenue of the Govern- 
ment from one set of articles in order to give incidental 
protection to the manufactures of the country, establishes 
nothing new in our legislation; it isa doctrine as old as 
the constitution; and in 1816, when this matter of the 
tariff first began, it was distinctly admitted by the anti- 
tariff party. When the tariff of 1816 (the cause of all 
our wo) was under discussion, Mr. Telfair, of Georgia, 
a strenuous opposer of that bill, said ‘* he would not deny 
that, in the imposition of duties for the purpose of reve- 
nue, it is wise to select your objects; that while the or'- 
ginal intent is secured, the interest of the manufacture: 
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is regarded as an incidental consideration.” It is not, | facturing British woollens out of Southern cotton, they 
however, necessary to go so far back in our history for a/ ought, as a reward for their ingenuity, be permitted to 
legislative’ recognition of this principle. The present) carry these articles to market in an untaxed vessel.* 
President of the United States, in his message to this}; Did I believe it essential to the prosperity or welfare of 
House, of December 8, 1829, said: ** Looking forward) the Southern States, that the manufactories of the North 
to the period, not far distant, when a sinking fund will) should be levelled with the dust, it would be an unpleasant 
no longer be required, the duties on those articles of im-| duty to vote a benefit to myself which would be the en- 
portation which cannot come in competition with our | tire ruin of another. A few summers ago, while flying 
productions, are the first that should engage the atten-| from the demon of iil health, I visited New England. I 
tion of Congress in the modification of the tariff. Of| found her towns and villages crowded with an industrious 
these, tea and coffee are the most prominent; they enter| and enterprising population; her hills and valleys redolent 
largely into the consumption of the country, and have/ with health, prosperity, and contentment. Every mind 
hecome articles of necessity to all classes. A reduction, |seemed to be intent; every hand was occupied. The 
therefore, of the existing duties will be felt as a common) world does not contain a more flourishing community. 
benefit; but, like all other legislation connected with| There the advantages of education are extended to the 
commerce, to be efficacious and not injurious, it should} poorest individual in society, and that society receives its 
be gradual and certain.” In compliance with this Exe-|remuneration in its sober, industrious, and economical 
cutive recommendation, the chairman of the Committee} habits. If the divine Plato were alive, he would no 
of Ways and Means of that day [Mr. McDurrre] reported| longer draw upon his imagination for a specimen of a 
a bill to this House reducing the duty on tea and coffee, | perfect republic; he would there find a community in 
which became a law, and which 1 voted for with great| which the humblest individual had the same voice with 
pleasure. his more wealthy neighbor in laying the public burdens 
The address of the anti-tariff convention of Southern| for the public welfare. L asked myself if it were possi- 
people, assembled in Philadelphia, in 1831, likewise ad-jble that the prosperity of this people could be the hot- 
mits the constitutionality of a tariff for incidental protec-| bed production of an artificial system, or rather if it were 
tion. That address, said to have been written by one of| not the result of long continued toil, of an industry that 
the gentlemen who signs this Georgia manifesto against}never tired, of an economy that never slept. I looked 
the act of July, 1832, (Mr. Berrien,) contains these |upon the scene around me with no feeling of murmuring 
words: ** They admit the power of Congress (speaking | discontent; I felt the more rejoiced that it was a part of 
of the opinion of the South) to lay and collect such duties |my country. 
as they may deem necessary for the purposes of revenue,| ‘* Homo sum humani nil a me alterium puto” was said 
and within these limits so to arrange these duties as inci-|by a freed Roman slave. Those persons who will study 
dentally, and to that extent, to give protection to the|the mode of assessing taxes in New England for schools 
manufacturer.” and other purposes, her town meetings, in fact, the whole 
It seems to me, if we were to raise a revenue by imposts, jorganization of society in that community, must have a 
it is a matter of but little consequence to the community, |strange misapprehension of things if they can discover 
generally, upon what articles it is raised. Take, for ex-|any aristocratic principle. They will find, however, 
ample, sugar and coffee. Can it make any difference to|an elasticity of character, of facility of adapting their situa- 
the consumer of these two articles (I take it for granted| tion to the times, great moral energies which will enable 
he is the only person concerned) whether he pays two|them, should your legislation prostrate them to the earth, 
and a half cents a pound on sugar, and a half a cent on/|to rise, like Antzus, with new vigor from the full. 
coffee, or three cents on sugar, and nothing on coffee?| It is contended by some of those persons who complain 
I contend it does not; the drinker of a cup of coffee nei-|the most of the operation of the General Government, 
ther feels nor cares upon which of the two articles he pays} (Mr. McDuffie’s speech, May, 1852,) ** that it could no 
the duty. It makes, however, a vast difference to a Jarge |longer be disguised that, under the unjust legislation of 
and valuable interest in the nation; for by one process|Congress, and without any agency of Providence, a radi- 
you injure the sugar planter, without communicating ajcal hostility of interests existed between the two great 
benefit to any interest whatever. If it really makes any 
difference to the mass of the community, of such vast} * This allusion will be unintelligible to those persons 
magnitude, upon what articles the revenue of the coun-}who have not attended to the discoveries which have 
try is raised, I confess I cannot perceive it, and I pre-|been made in political science within the last three years 
sume it is only visible to our political metaphysicians, who|at Washington. It is very gravely contended in the report 
«« Have optics keen, full well I ween, \of the Committee of Ways and Means, above mentioned, 
“To see what is not to be seen,” | **that whether the duty be laid on the export or the import, 
One assertion, I presume, is as good as another in this|it is equally laid, in both cases, upon the production of 
matter; I have, therefore, no hesitation in saying that,|the planter. There cannot be a more palpable and de- 
under all the circumstances of the case, and considering |\lusive error than the vulgar notion that imported manu- 
the situation of the country, the act of 1832 was a great|factures, which have been purchased by the agricultural 
and valuable concession of the majority of this House to|staples of this country, are foreign productions. They 
the alleged grievances of the minority. For if there is alare as strictly and exclusively the productions of domes- 
principle which should be held sacred in the legislation|tic industry as if they wére manufactured in the United 
of this country, it is, that an interest created by the law | States. Looking, then, at the planting and manufac- 
should not be wantonly destroyed by the law. If, mure-|turing States with the eye of an enlightened philosophy, 
over, the bill of July was not as beneficial to the South |these two great divisions of the Union must be regarded 
as it might have been, it was, in some measure, the fault/as devoting their capital and labor to the production of 
of the South. The bill, as originally reported, contained |the same articles for the very same market. The South- 
a clause giving partial relief to the shipping interest ofj|ern States manufacture by the agency of ploughs, and 
the country, from the excessive burden laid on that inte-|hoes, and horses, what the Northern States manufacture 
rest by the tariff of 1828: this clause was struck out by|by the agency of machinery,” &c. The whole ingenuity 
Southern votes. It requires, I should suppose, no argu-|of this argument consists in confounding the meaning of 
ment to prove that a free trade people ought to encou-|two very plain words, viz. property and production—an 
rage the shipping interest; and if the people of the re of perception, which is occasionally the ruin 
ire, as we have been told, industriously engaged in manu-|of many ingenious gentlemen. 
Vou. 1X.—91 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































1443 


H. oF R.] 


subdivisions of this confederacy.” Now, sir, I deny that 
such hostility does exist, or that there is any fair reason 
for presuming it can be made by any legislation of Con- 
gress to exist. The great father of our institutions, fore- 
seeing this state of things, has told us that upon this rock 
we were likely to split. He has implored us, in his last 
advice, to resist such an impression; to scout such an idea, 

We are daily becoming more and more the same peo- 
ple in our habits, pursuits, and interests; and travellers 
have already remarked the sameness of American life and 
manners. The constant and daily communication among 
our people is wearing away by the friction of social inter- 
course, the petty prejudices of situation. ‘* Mountains 
interposed, no longer make enemies of nations.” I knew 
that there was a party in this country dating their origin 
from the adoption of the constitution, who have always 
been endeavoring to persuade the people of the different 
States that they have contrariant interests—a party com- 
posed of restless, ambitious spirits, who had ‘rather be 
the first man of an Alpine village than the second man at 
Rome.” I did, however, hope that this sect was gradu- 
ally dwindling into insignificance. 1 firmly believe the 
interests of the different sections of this country so de- 
pendent on each other, that it is impossible for one part 
permanently to flourish without communicating its pros- 
perity to those around it: this fact has been satisfactorily 
attested by the astonishing results of the internal improve- 
ment of the.country. Who has not beard of a new 
world brought into existence in the western part of New 
York by the genius of Clinton? With a mind soaring 
above the miserable economists of his day, he penetrated 
the mysteries of nature, dissipated the prejudices of the 
weak, the fears of the timid, and, like Columbus, opened 
a new world to the enterprise of his countrymen. Why, 
then, should I, or any man, wish to cripple the prosperity 
of two-thirds of this Union with the vain or illusory idea 
of benefiting the other third? 

This question of the tariff has been diseussed repeat- 
edly, and very properly as one peculiarly interesting to 
the South. J will consider it, for a few moments, as it 
affects that portion of the country. In doing so, I shall 
consider it entirely as a question of compromise: I have 
not that contempt for compromise which some gentlemen 
seem to entertain. If we were legislating for a horde of 
savages who chased their daily food over the neighboring 
hills, and, in case of accident, depended upon plunder or 
the roots of the forest for subsistence, we might despise 
all compromise; but in legislating for a highly refined and 
artificial state of society, we should remember that civi- 
lization is the result of compromise. Our constitution is 
itself the result of compromise; and the history of the very 
clauses under which we are now acting (with which I will 
not trouble the House) is a strong illustration of its gene- 
ral character. 

It is very common, in the political mancuvring of this 
country, to start a theory, and, by way of giving it cur- 
rency and enlisting the prejudices of an ardent people, 
to call it the Southern doctrine. On ‘‘ argument alone 
my faith is feunded,” and 1 shall support no doctrines 
and no theories my understanding does not teach me are 
correct and proper. 
system in general, I do not think it that ** monstrum hor- 
rendum” some, gentlemen seem to suppose it. I neither 
think it produces the bilious fever at Charleston, nor the 
yellow fever at New Orleans: it has sins enough of its 
own to bear; I will not saddle it with those of the ima- 
gination. 

The great doubt originally entertained upon the capa- 
city of this country to manufacture for itself, caused many 
persons to oppose the system. 
that the country was too young; that we had too much 
waste land, offering a healthier and better occupation for 
our population 
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tried; the country has paid part of the cost of the experi. 
ment. Itis now admitted that we manufacture some a; 
ticles as cheap in this country as in any other, and we have 
been informed by documents laid on our tables, tha 
$250,0060,000 are invested im the different manufactoric: 
of the country. Can this amount of capital be destroyed 
in any part of our country without producing distress an 
embarrassment throughout its wide border? 1 should sup. 
pose no political economist could for a moment doubt up. 
on such a proposition; at all events, I am satisfied it would 
very seriously affect that section of the country whiose jp. 
terests are confided to my care. 

Mf there are any two sections of this country designe, 
by nature for a close political and commereial union, the 
are the southern part of the Chesapeake bay, the seacoas 
of North Carolina, and the New England States. 0. 
earliest colonial history contains the most satisfaetory e 
dence of’ this connexion; the cheap navigators’ of ¢) 
North then formed, and yet form, our principal mea: 
intereourse with the markets of the world; while, at ti, 
same time, New England is becoming a great and gro) 
ing consumer of our products. Of the article of Sout) 
ern corn, alone, the towns of Boston and Providence c 
sumed, in 1831, 897,793 bushels. Would it not then ly 
madness to destroy this market, without some positive and 
certain assurance of bettering the conditionvof the coup. 
try? As gentlemen tel} us, therefore, this is entirely s 
cent. per cent. question, let the corn planter ask him 
if he is not willing to pay a higher duty on broadclot 
than on coffee, for a few years, sooner than prostrate hi 
best customer, and drive him to the fertile lands of M 
chigan and Indiana for a maintenanee. 

I said that the bill on your table carried out the pri: 
ple of the act of 1832, and reduced the revenue of the 
country nearer the wants of the Government. It does 
with a few exceptions. Where those exceptions propow 
to impose a duty, I shall vote against them, I shall, ther 
fore, vote for the amendment before us, for striking out 
the duty on tea and coffee. L[ cannot, in January, vote | 
put on a duty which, in July preceding, 1 voted to take 
off, when no sufficient reason has been assigned for do 
so inconsistent an act. Were I to give such a vote, ! 
shotild in truth suppose I deserved some of the epithet 
which have been so liberally bestowed upon the Congres 
of the United States that passed the act of July, 18 
The duty on tea and coffee is likewise a violation of t! 
principle on which the bill is reported, which, if f und 
stand it, is to reduce the revenue to-the wants of th 
Government, committing as little violence as possible | 
the existing interests of the country. This is the pris 
ple contained in the President’s annual message, whic! 
he says, ‘*the soundest maxims of public policy, and t 
principles upon which our republican institutions s 
founded, recommend a better adaptation of the reven 
to the expenditure; and they also require that the « 
penditure should be limited to what, by an economics! 
administration, shall be consistent with the simplicity «| 
the Government, and necessary to an efficient public 
vice. In effecting this adjustment, it is due, in justi 
to the interests of the different States, and even of 1! 
preservation of the Union itself, that the protection «! 
forded by existing laws to any branches of the natio! 
industry should not exceed what may be necessary ! 
counteract the regulations of foreign nations, and tos 
cure a supply of those articles of manufacture esseutial (0 
the national independence and safety in time of war. 1, 
upon investigation, it shall be found, as it is believed 
wil be, that the legislative protection granted to an! 
particular interest is greater than is indispensably requ 


It was thought premature; | site for these objects, L recommend that it be gradually 


diminished, and that, as far as may be consistent wil 
these objects, the whole scheme of duties. be r¢ duced | 


The experiment has, however, been| the revenue standard as soon as a just regard to the fw 
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of the ‘Government, and to the vvesirvdien of the large 
capital invested in establishments of domestic industry, 
will permit.” 

That the revenue should be reduced to the wants of the 
Government, is one of those plain and palpable truths 
which I suppose would be assented to on all sides. In 
fact, this proposition has been admitted by several gentle- 
men who are opposed to all the provisions of this bill. 1 
would, therefore, observe to the gentlemen, that, as they 
have the majority on this floor, if this bill is injudicious 
they ought to amend it in such a way as to reduce the re- 
venue six millions of dollars, the surplus mentioned by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with as little injury as pos- 
sible to themselves. For it never can be expected that 
the people of this country will consent to pay more mo- 
ney than is necessary for the ordinary wants of the Go- 
vernment, either for the protection of manufactures, in- 
ternal improvements, or any other purposes. 

And yet, sir, [ would not narrow down the Government 
to a mean and niggardly economy. 

‘That a duty on imports is necessarily a tax on any part 
of the community, although the converse of the proposi- 
tion is paradoxical at first sight, 1do not think has been 
satisfactorily maintained. ‘Take, for example, the arti- 
eles of salt, coffee, and mola ses: on these three articles 
the Congress of the United States have been reducing the 
duties, with the view of reducing the price of them to the 
country; and yet such has not been the result. We find 
that when we took the duty off of salt in this country, 
the article rose in the West Indies; the truth is, the pos- 
session of the American market is so essential to the pro- 
ducers of these articles, that they are obliged to have it 
at all hazards, and, consequently, whenever Congress 
lays aheavy duty, their profits are reduced down to the 
lowest ebb that will sustain the business their situation 
compels them to follow. 

And yet these facts, curious as they appear, are but fal- 
lacious grounds for a Government to lay heavy duties; al- 
though the consumers of the country, as such, may be but 
little interested in the matter, the commerce of the coun- 
try is vitally interested. In proportion as we cultivate an 
intercourse with those nations, who, by position or by na- 
tural advantages in the preduction of such articles as are 
necessary for our comfort or pleasure, are disposed to 
trace with us on fair terms of reciprocity, we promote the 
general welfare of society, and give a stimulus to the 
commerce of the country, which, next to agriculture, 
should be the favorite of the nation. Should it be true, 
therefore, that the consumer of coffee would be no wise 
interested, whether there is a duty on it or not, still, the 
ship owner, who transports the article, the corn planter 
and the lumber getter, whose productions are exchanged 
for it, are interested that the trade should be on the most 
liberal footing. 1 will not, therefore, as a representative 
ofa portion of this interest, assist in laying a burden on it, 
not required by the policy of the Government, or essential 
to its revenue. 

thave no doubt, sir, this tariff matter can be adjusted, | 
f we will approach it candidly and fairly, divesting it of 

ts political bearings, without producing i injury or showing | 
oniee partiality towards any portion of the country. In| 
laying a revenue duty so as to give incidental protection, 
let us select those manufactures whose interests are deep- 
ly rooted and widely spread throughout the country, viz. 
cottons, woollens, and sugar. 

itis said and admitted here, generally, that we manufac- 
ture coarse cottons in this country as cheaply as in any 
part of the world; the price being less than the duty, the 
duty, therefore, c annot possibly be a burden on any one. 
The memorial of the anti-tariff convention says, 
is nominal in reference to most goods under fifteen cents, 
which not only are afforded as cheap by the American 
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in foreign markets.” Why then disturb it? 
part of wisdom to let well enough alone? 

The amount of cotton made in the United States, in the 
year ending in October, 1831, was 375,925,303 Ibs.; in 
1819, 87,397,645 lbs. There is now manufactured in this 
country more than one-fifth of the whole production, about 
one-third of what Great Britain manufactures at the pre- 
sent time. The manufacture of cotton has increased 100 
per cent. in the last four years, an increase greater than 
ever took place in Great Britain in the same space of time. 
These facts manifest, beyond all doubt, that this country 
is well adapted, both by situation and capacity, to sustain 
such a manufacture, as well as any other country; and, 
therefore, it deserves the attention of the Legislature. We 
now produce 150,000,000 Ibs. more of cotton than Great 
Britain consumes, of all sorts. Where is this large sur- 
plus to find a purchaser? “Shall we prefer to build up the 
manufactures of all other countries to our own? I think 
when it is so. very convenient and advantageous to our- 
selves, there is no great sin in permitting charity to begin 
athome. The cotton manufactured in this country amounts 
to about 214,882 bales; capital employed, 44,914,984 
dollars; annual value, 32,056,760 dollars; aggregate of 
wages of hands employed, $12,155,723; employing about 
50,000 men and women. Does not this benefit the grower 
of cotton? Lhave heard it so very vehemently denied, 
that I am indisposed to hazard any opinion of my own. I 
will, therefore, quote one that will be respected by all 
parties. During the summer of 1831, a convention was 
held in Philadelphia, of persons opposed to the tariff; 
that convention was composed principally of Southern 
men; they appointed a committee to draught a memorial to 
Congress, pointing out the burdens of the tariff laws. 
That memorial was written by Mr. Gallatin, and, as might 
be expected, is incomparably the ablest exposition of the 
evils of the tariff these very prolific times have produced. 
In it are these words: ‘* Whatever impulse may have been 
given to the production of American cotton by the do- 
mestic manufactures of that material, is therefore a clear 
gain to the community. ‘This, for the very reason that 
the amount cannot be calculated with precision, has, un- 
doubtedly, been greatly exaggerated. But it cannot be 
doubted that the consumption of cotton goods in the Unit- 
ed States has, to a certain extent, been increased by the 
establishment of domestic manufactures, and that the fluc- 
tuations of price are lessened by having a greater number 
of markets; in this case one nearer, and so considerable, 
even though the aggregate of sales was not materially in- 
creased.”? The cause of the fall of the price of raw cot- 
ton is thus accounted for: ** The reduction of the price 
of the raw material was solely due to the increased supply 
compared with the demand.” ‘These admissions of the 
convention are very ungenerous; they are the ‘* unkind- 
est cuts of all;” the greatest of known rebukes is, ‘* out 
of thine own mouth I will condemn thee.” If, therefore, 
we are to believe the cotton planters’ memorial, and not 
their advocates on this floor, they are decidedly benefited 
iby the tariff. It is not the least curious part of this mat- 
ter that, while this House was listening, day after day, to 
the most pathetic descriptions of the miseries and suffer- 
ings of the cotton planters, from the tariff, a memorial 
was laying on our tables emanating almost exclusively 
from this interest, admitting themselves benefited. 

Let us now examine what claims the article of sugar has 
to a slow death. When Louisiana was purchased from 
France, the cultivation of sugar had commenced in that 
country; common justice requires that we should not un- 
necessarily cause the planter to regret that he had ever 
exchanged the yoke of the Spanish or French monarchies 


** the duty | for the free government of America. 


At the close of the war in 1816, Congress added half a 
cent to the duty as a part of a general system, which duty 


manufacturer as the foreign article, but compete with this|has given a great stimulus to the cultivation of sugar in 
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Louisjana; which country now produces two-thirds of the] human wants so essential to man as iron, nor one that so 
sugar consumed in the United States. I presume it will| immediately contributes to his wellbeing; its use marks 
not be Goubted that the duty is essential to the prosperity | the first step from barbarity to civilization; and yet it is 
of the plantations, and, without it, the cultivation of sugar| more favored by this billthan any thing else. Why is this 
must cease. The present price of sugar is about five and| Has Pennsylvania deserved a better fate than any othe 
a half cents per pound in New Orleans: the whole ex-| State inthe Union? Did she bring to the South in 1828, 
pense of producing sugar, I am informed, is about three| ‘‘in her utmost need,” one solitary vote? No, she weut 
and a half cents per pound, leaving about two cents pro-| ina solid phalanx for the * bill of abominations.” Ad 
fit to the planter; which two cents are his means to pur-| she is to be spared—the lightning glances over her, illu 
chase slaves and increase his cultivation. If, therefore,| minates, but never touches her. Happy Pennsylvania, sh: 
you diminish his profits, one half cent, you diminish his/ has thirty electoral votes, and no candidate for the Presi- 
capacity to purchase one-fourth. The consumption of dency ! 

sugar in the United States amounts to about 150,000 hogs-| It is said by Mr. Gallatin, that ‘* the iron works of West 
heads, the crop of Louisiana to about 100,000. An in-| Pennsylvania were, and still continue to be, protect 
crease, therefore, of one-half the present number of slaves) against foreign iron, and that made within one hundre:! 
in that country must take place before the domestic con-| miles of the seashore, by the expense of transportatio 
sumption of sugar can be supplied. And when we take} which is still forty dollars a ton.” There certainly, tl 
into consideration the astonishing increase, both in num-/ can be no propriety in taxing so greatly the whole x 
bers, and the means of consumption of the Northern, Mid-| board, from Maine to Louisiana, to sustain a manufactu 
dle, and Western States, it is but fair to suppose that| which cannot flourish under these natural advantag 
Louisiana will, for many years to come, furnish a market} The mountains of North Carolina are full of iron ore, a 
for the surplus slave labor of the South. The present| yet no reasonable man would think the Government ju: 
number of slaves in the United States is about 2,153,370, | tifiable in placing a duty upon iron, sufficient to comp: 
worth $430,674,000; the destruction of the sugar cultiva-| sate the owners of those mines for making railroads ay 
tion would, undoubtedly, depress the price of slaves in| canals to bring their iron to market. Sir, I believe, if th: 
proportion as the impetus it bas hitherto given has in-| duties on iron and hemp were removed, the much abused 
creased it, which has been estimated, and I think very) tariff of 1832is preferable to the bill on your table. 
moderately, at $50 a head. An enormous depression of| It requires, it has been said by an ingenious write: 
the value of property for no conceivable benefit. The bill] great deal of philosophy to observe that which is s 
on the table does not propose to reduce the revenue by) every day; if this were not true, it would be impossib| 
it; for it proposes to take a half cent off of sugar, and put! to account for the discrepancy of opinions upon the prac 
a cent a pound on coffee. Now if the revenue is really| tical results of this protective system. Every one sees 
wanting, why make this absurd exchange? If not, it must/ that the country is generally prosperous, for which diffe: 
share the fate of every thing. There is no State in this| ent causes are assigned. 1 do-not think the prosperity o/ 
Union whose prosperity is so closely interwoven with the| this country dependent upon the action of the Govc: 
welfare of the others, as Louisiana; she is a great consu-| ment, nor is it desirable that it should be. 1 believe ther: 
mer for the rest; her labor is drawn from the old Southern| is an elasticity and vigor in the American character, 
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States to cultivate her fields; her clothing from the North, | will adapt itself to any system the wisdom or folly of tho 


and her food from the West. It is worthy attention to| House may adopt. That the tariff compels the consume: 
remark the gradual reduction in the price of sugar, even 


of many articles to pay more for them than they otherw 
under the duty of three cents per pound. During the last; would, is true; but that it produces one-half of the evils: 


twelve years sugar has been gradually declining in price, | benefits charged to it, is a position that has no existenc: 
until it has reached a depression somewhat below half its} except in the heated imaginations of partisans. 
price in 1819 and 1820; nor is it altogether certain that, if| It issaid, all this may be true; but by some legerdema 


the duty were entirely removed, the consumer would de-| not yet explained, although we have heard repeated a! 


rive any immediate benefit, although ultimately the article} tempts, the whole burden is thrown upon the South, t! 
would be cheaper. The price of an article is regulated) tax-paying South. It is extraordinary that any section ot 
by the proportion of supply to demand; unquestionably, | the country should claim the peculiar privilege of payii 
therefore, if the duty were suddenly removed, prudence | the taxes of the Government; the idea results from a sp 
would dictate to the Louisiana planter to contract imme-| cies of egotism, as absurd as that of an astrologer, me! 
diately his operations, in order to avoid ultimate ruin. Un-| tioned [ think in the Spectator, who had studied the aspect 
less, therefore, the reduction of s:.pply at home were re-| of the heavens with such intensity of zeal, that he at leng'! 
lieved by the increase from abroad, the price would rise;| believed himself master of the winds, and would very gr: 
which state of things would, at all events, produce great] ciously, and with extreme condescension, offer to a friend 
fluctuations in the market. The production of sugar is} going a journey, any wind he might have a fancy for 
not like that of cotton or woollen goods; this article isan-| There is, however, we are told, a theory, a self-evident 
nually produced in a limited section of country, and can-| proposition, that explains the matter. It has been said 
not be increased or diminished at will; the winds and the| (report of the Committee of Ways and Means, by M: 
rains of heaven must be cousulted. McDuffie,) ‘‘as the restrictions imposed upon the pr 
If there is any part of the tariff system more peculiarly | ductions of the Southern industry are affected by 
unjust and indefensible, it is the duty on iron; this is an| agency of indirect taxes, the burdens imposed upon the 





article absolutely indispensable to every class in society,| planting States by the protective system are not very in- 


and yet it is more highly taxed by this bill than any thing} accurately measured by the amount of taxes levied up 
else, and without a corresponding benefit. Upon rolled| articles exchanged for those productions,” or, in ot! 


bar iron the duty is seventy-six per cent., on sheet and hoop| words, a duty on imports is equivalent to a duty upon e. 


iron ninety-three per cent. Were I disposed to appeal] ports. I regard this asthe most pernicious dogma t! 
to the meanest and basest passion that actuates the human| ever has been started in this country; its direct and inc\ 
mind, the passion of avarice, a passion that regards its per-| table tendency is a destruction of the Union; for if th 


sonal wants, its personal appetites as every thing, the suf-| position be true, collect what amount of revenue you may, 


ferings of others, the glory and independence of the coun-} whether twelve per cent. or fifty per cent., the great 
try as nothing, it would be an easy matter to produce an| part of the revenue must be paid by that portion of t! 
excitement against this unjust preference of one interest] country producing articles best adapted to foreign markets 
toanother. There is no article in the whole catalogue of| 





I will not say, sir, as was said by a gentleman from South 
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Carolina, [Mr. Davris,] during the last session, ‘* He| does not encounter a solid phalanx of hostility (with a few 
doubted whether any Government, except the State Go-| exceptions) from the whole Southern delegation on this 
vernment, was worth the taxes the people paid for it;”|floor? During the last session, an honorable friend of 
but this P will say, that on these terms, or if this theory is| mine, [Mr. Carson, ] when the annual appropriation bill, 
true, the Federal Government never can sustain itself. | for the improvement of the harbors of the country, was 
Could I believe, by the inevitable acts of your legislation, | before the House, proclaimed it an imposition on the 
I was made a hewer of wood and a drawer of water for| people. 
the rest of the Union, I should feel myself degraded were| Does any one propose to appropriate a few thousand 
Ito come here to debate the matter. I should feel myself| dollars from an abundant treasury, to open a road through 
impelled by every principle that ever nerved the arm or|our beautiful interior, that it may communicate with the 
swelled the bosom of an American freeman, to resist such} markets and civilization of the rest of the world, we are 
oppression. I am not therefore, surprised that sections|immediately told of violated constitutions, and all the 
of our country are maddened almost to frenzy under the|slang which has been current on this floor for the last 
operation of this doctrine. To have believed it, and borne | twenty years about State rights, is repeated “‘ usque ad 
it so long, is a proof of their great patriotism and most| nauseam.” It seems as if some gentlemen supposed every 
eminent discretion. This theory, however, confines its| thing which was calculated to promote the prosperity, to 
operation to the growers of rice, cotton, and tobacco; it| enlarge the sphere of action of the mass of the people, 
is of course of no importance to persons not connected! was a violation of the constitution. 
with the production of these articles, what the tariff may} At the last session of Congres, a bill came to this 
be; their portion of the burden being thrown upon their| House from the Senate, proposing to settle the policy of 
more substantial neighbors. I have shown, by an extract|our public lands—a bill whose object was to prevent 
from the memorial of the cotton planters, that they con-| them from being given ultimately to the West—a bill to 
ceive themselves benefited by the system in some mea-| restore to the old Atlantic States some portion of the 
sure. I shall, therefore, trouble myself no more with the} treasure they had so liberally spent in purchasing that 
subject, than to make a few remarks upon a corollary that} vast region, and to remunerate them in some measure for 
has been drawn from it. We have been told by the same| the constant drain upon their resources, produced by 
document ‘* that the fairest portion of this great confe-| emigration. Was that bill lost by Southern votes? Let 
deracy, and of heaven the most favored region of the earth, } your journals answer. 
is literally undergoing a silent but irresistible process of} ‘This Government may spend millions upon millions on 
decay, produced by the gross perversion of the very|its army or its navy; it may pave the road of the Indian 
power which is under the highest of human obligations to} beyond the Mississippi with ingots of gold; it may squan- 
prevent it.” Ladmit that the South is not as flourishing| der the enormous amount of our public lands, to pur- 
as some portions of this confederacy; but I deny that its| chase a little personal popularity in the West, and all is 
depression is to be attributed to the action of the General | well; but if it attempts to spend one dollar of the public 
Government, and I am much astonished that any person] treasure for the public welfare, we are told of violated 
could overlook the plain and palpable causes there exist-| constitutions. Sir, should the South become, in the pro- 
ing, sufficient (without stimulating the natural prejudices | cess of decay, what one portion of it has been threatened 
of the people against the General Government) to ac-} with, ‘*a howling wilderness,” there is scarcely a monu- 
count for all the horrors of even warmer imaginations. | ment on its wide border, of the liberality of those who 
The peculiar character of the emigration alone from the | have governed it, to prove to the industrious antiquarian 
old Southern States, an emigration which carries off both} that it had ever been trod by the foot of civilized man. 
the labor and capital of the country, leaving nothing to| There might be found some barren and blasted fields, as 
supply its place, is sufficient to account for many ef our|if the sirocco of the desert had passed over it, but there 
miseries. Does not that labor find the tariff as grinding| would be no Appian way, resisting the efforts of the bar- 
and oppressive in the Southwest asin either of the Caro-|barian, or the decay of time. I did suppose, when I first 
linas? Why, then, should it abandon its native soil to| entered these walls, something might be done to revive 
waste and desolation, because a fresher and more fertile} the stagnant and wasting energies of the South; but when 
soil invites it? There are two other causes operating un-) I heard what on this floor are proclamed as Southern 
favorably on the Southern seaboard; one a moral, the other | doctrines and Southern principles, I felt that sickness of 
a physical cause. 1 will not, however, sir, dilate On this| the soul which awaits on hope deferred. Perhaps it was 
subject; to me it is an unpleasant one. I love the South, |the result of a retired life that led me to believe that 
with all her misfortunes—I love her, ‘*’tis my own, my|some higher duty was assigned a member on this floor, 
native land,”’ ‘*tecum vivere amem tecum obeam libens’’—| than a mere vote for the annual bills to pay the salaries 
it is from the affection I bear her, | am induced to speak} of the Government officers, and it may be folly to sup- 
thus plainly to her. pose that a legislator should be, or could be, a benefac- 
There is another cause operating to the serious disad-|tor of mankind. I am, however, satisfied that a new 
vantage of the best portion of the South, and, I admit, | generation of politicians must arise, after the present one 
“of heaven the most favored regign,” if we regard soil, | has fretted its little hour upon the stage, before the 
climate and situation: I mean the interior of the Southern} southern part of this Union can derive its full share of 
country, particularly of North Carolina and Virginia. Why | the benefits of the liberal institutions of the country.* 
is it that this section is not as flourishing as the interior of | 
New York, and Pennsylvania? ‘he climate is equally, if} _*That the Southern people have lost much in spending 
not more congenial to the constitution of the white man, | their time dispu¥ ng about the meaning of the constitution, 
and the soil is more productive in every thing that can|instead of devoting their energies and resources to the 
contribute to the prosperity of the people. Why is it} improvement of the country, I think must be apparent to 
that a silence, as of death, pervades their thousand hills,|every man who will calmly and dispassionately view the 
there we find no busy hum of men, no throng of flocks or} whole ground. 
of herds? 





It is impossible, in this age, for any peo- 
It is because the hostility of the South to the} ple to stand still; they must either advance or recede in 
improvement of the country leaves every thing to nature. | the scale of importance among nations. The human mind 
We complain that the revenue of the country is collected | is now so active; so intensely bent on developing all its re- 
at the South, and expended to the North. If thisis true, | sources, that those nations which, like Spain, or Portugal, 
it is our own fault. Is there a proposition to remove a| with a blind bigotry, shut out every ray of light, must 
sand bar or deepen a river in any part of this country, that | either relapse into barbarism, the prey of military d 
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It has often been asserte sd in the two Houses of Con- 
gress that the South, in particular, would be a gainer by 
the system of direct taxation; a false position, which has 
been too currently circulated through the country, al- 
though there has been, during the frequent discussions 
upon this subject, avery s satisfactor y refutation of this no- 
tion. 1 take it for granted that the only correct theory 
is, that the man who buys and consumes an article is the 
one upon whom the tax, if any exists, ultimately falls. 
It is said that in Louisiana a plantation producing a crop 
of cotton worth about ten thousand dollars, consumes, 
in the production of that crop, about two thousand eight 
hundred dollars’ worth of articles not made on the plan- 
tation. Of this consumption, one-fourth, about seven or 
eight hundred dollars, is of taxed articles. This is a very 
favorable calculation for all the planters north of Louisi- 
ana, particularly for those who make their own pork, as 
some have told us they do. Let us apply this rule to 
South Carolina. South Carolina exports about 8,000,000 
dollars of produce. All the productive labor, and all 
the plantations of South Carolina, are occupied in pro- 
ducing this 8,000,000 dollars, one-third of which sum, 
2,666,666 dollars, is the amount of articles consumed, 
and not produced by the phintations, one-fourth of which, 
viz. 666,666 dollars, are articles upon which the General 
Government leavesa revenue. Now, supposing the duty 
constitutes half the price of an atticle, an extravagant 
supposition, the enormous burden which is now weighing 
South Carolina to the dust, and to throw off which she 
is convulsing this country, and placing in jeopardy all our 
institutions, 1s 333,533 dollars. 


ism, or sink into insignificance. ‘The desire manifested 
by many, of increasing the hostility to the improvement 
of the country, by connecting it with the tariff, is unjust, 
and an unstatesmanlike view of the subject. ‘There is 
necessarily no more natural connexion between the tariff 
and internal improvement, than any other modes of policy 
which produce great national benefits. With as much 
propriety may it be said that the surveying and settle- 


ment of the public lands should be arrested, for fear of 


furnishing, in future times, a valuable market to our 
domestic manufactures. ‘These manufactures must, in 
process of time, if they succeed in supplying the home 
market, reduce the revenue: the policy, therefore, that 
would unite these two interests is rather short-sight- 
ed, if itis supposed that one is to beeome a permanent 
fund to aid the other. While this temporary swell in the 
treasury, produced by the American system, exists, sound 
policy demands that a surplus, unavoidably remaining in 
our coffers, should be applied to the improvement of “the 
country. 

There is another reason for this view of the subject, 
which I wish to address to the South in the words of Mr. 
McDverrisz. In his letter on the subject of internal im- 
provement, published in the Newark Advocate, of March 
15, 1828, are these words: **I think the Southern and 
Western States are the natural advocates of a system 
of internal improvements, and I regret that the consti- 
tutional scruples of a portion of the Southern people 
should prevent a hearty co-operation. ‘This is the only 
form in which the Southern States can be indemnified 
for the tax levied upon them, to sustai+s the manufac- 


tures of the Eastern States.” Thata power of this cha- | 


racter may be abused, is very true; such is the fate of all] 

human und ate it has, however, as yet, never been 
much abused, and, from the conflicting interests always 
found on the floor of Congress, it is not very likely to be. 
The whole sum éver expended by the Government of the 
United States, in drawing forth the resources of the 
country, by aiding works purely intended for that pur- 
pose, docs not yet amount to the expenses of its army and | 
navy for one year. 
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Should the amount necessary “for ‘the support of the 
Federal Government be levied by direct taxation, and the 
negroes of the South pay according to the ratio establish. 
ed in the constitution, the proportion of South Caroling 
would be about 900,000 dollars. I have selected the 
State of South Carolina to illustrate this proposition, jy 
preference to North Carolina, because, from the natur: 
of the situation of North Carolina, it is impossible to esti 
mate the amount of her exports. Our Southern counti; 
trade to Charleston, and our Northern ones wagon suc 
articles as will afford the transportation over bad roads 
to Petersburg and Richmond, where they exchiang 
their produce, not for State money, but for the money of 
the Union, and a peculiar manufacture, in which tie la: 
ter town is said to be very skilful, called **State rights,” 
an article so cunningly contrived that it can be understood 
only by the makers, and of so little use elsewhere, thu 
it is supposed to be made, like Pindar’s razors, excl 
sively to trade with. Should North Carolina, however, 
become imbued with the doctrines of the new philosophy, 
and the taxes of the Government be directly levied, 
stead of paying her portion of the revenue upon such 
articles as are consumed within her border, and by the p 
isons who do consume them, to the amount of some tlire 

lor four hundred thousand dollars, she would be taxed 
i on to her population, at least a million. Sir, le: 
this Government ever change the present oppressiy: 
mode of collecting revenue for its ordinary peace cs! 
eee for the odious system of direct taxation, andi 
will hear a murmur, to which the present discontent 
like ‘the sweet South wind, breathing o’er a bank of 
violets.” 

When I first entered these walls, some three years 
ago, I did so imbued with the doctrines of the free trad 
school. 1 admired them for their liberality, thought them 
sound in principle, and best adapted to a republic. Dis 
posed to act upon these views, I had hardly taken my 
seat before I discovered that a great politic al drama was 
about to be acted, called ** the Tariff; that the chara 
ters were cast, the dresses provided, the speeches i 
rehearsal, and even the home-made thunder prepared; | 
found that the old armor of the party was to give pla 
to one more brilliant, more calculated for effect. Secu 
this to be the state of things, I very coolly and delib 

rately took my seat in this very comfortable arm-cla 
de termined to observe in silence the contest, to see if 
| would prove a trage dy or a farce. ‘* Equidem non 
invideo, miror magis, >and here I should have sat coi 
| tented had I not discovered that there was no longe: 
| safety in inaction; *there is no great divinity in aye 
no !? 

There is one point, sir, before I take my seat, that Lar 
| desirous of saying a few words upon, with no view of 
arguing the subject, but simply to express an opinion: | 
mean the constitutionality of our several revenue acts o! 
1824~-’28-’32. Iam the more inclined to do so, becaus 
the members of the Legislature of North Carolina lately 
acted on the subject, and although they forbore to ex 
press any opinion themselves, have asserted that a larg 
part of the people believe those laws unconstitutional. | 
fully coincide with the general scope and tenor of those 
resolutions, and rejoice that the Legislature of my nati 
State has forborne to lend the sanction of its name toa 
temporary delusion. And I hope she will continue to 
| pursue that course which honor and which duty points 
jout, treating with contempt the silly jests and scofts of 
jidle bs ibblers and stump orators, come they whence they 
| may, or be they whom they may. It is with great di fi 
|dence that at any time I w ould differ from a large portic 
of the people upon a mere constitutional que stion, but 
ithe construction of the constitution upon this subject has 
so long been settled by the concurrent sanction of ever) 
| Presic lent, the vast majority of the people, and of the 
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ablest jurists of the country, that to doubt now that these 
laws are constitutional, is supposing the plainest and most 
obvious propositions in the constitution have for forty 
years been misunderstood. There is scarcely a public 
man of any character or standing, who for the last forty 
years has been before the people, that has not acquiesced 
in the exercise of this power; nor do I believe doubts 
upon the subject were entertained until it was found con- 
venient to retreat behind that eternal source of disputa- 
tion, the constitution of the country. 

For myself, | have always regarded the constitution of 
our country as a great charter of human liberty—a char- 
ter not wrested by the sword from some ambitious tyrant, 
but a free-offering of the American people upon the 
altar of liberty—an offering composed of their local pas- 
sions, their local prejudices, and their local interests. Be- 
lieving such to be its character, I have endeavored to 
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the man who is not willing to bear a public burden for a 
public good, has the soul of a slave, and is unworthy the 
name of a freeman. If this power does not rest with the 
General Government, we exhibit the singular spectacle 
of twenty-four republics, populous and energetic in 
themselves, yet self-immolated at the shrine of the ava- 
rice and extortion ef the rest of the world. TI said that! 
merely intended to express an opinion, valueless as it may 
be—I would have been false to myself, false to every tie 
that binds me to the society in which I live, more than 
all, L would have been false to those I represent, had I 
failed to do so. 

Mr. SLADE, of Vermont, next obtained the floor. He 
said he regretted the necessity which had been imposed 
on him, by ill health and other causes, to defer the execu- 
tion of his purpose of addressing the committee at so late 
a period of the debate. He felt deeply the embarrass- 


approach its construction, not with the feeling of a mere} ment incident to any attempt which he could make to en- 
carping attorney, but with that elevated philanthropy gage the attention of the committee, after the subject in 
that would endeavor to construe the instrument with the} debate had been so fully and ably discussed by others. 
spirit that engendered it. Where it was necessary to give| But it was too momentous in its consequences, both to 


the General Government a power, I believe it given fully | 
and beneficially; when a power is denied, it is denied | 
entirely. 

Now, sir, with these principles of construction, can 
any rational man doubt the meaning of these expressions 
in the constitution? ‘* Congress shall have power to lay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,” &c. ‘* ‘lo 
regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the 
several States, and with the Indian tribes.” It is said the 
power to lay and collect duties and imposts is a part of 
the taxing power, and was intended to supply the Go- 
vernment with revenue alone. ‘This is probably true, 


and very forcibly proves that the words ‘‘to regulate 
were intended to have a more enlarged con~| 


” 


commerce 
struction. ‘The constitution, in saying ‘that no tax or | 
duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State. | 
No preference shall be given, by any regulation of com-| 
merce or reyenue, to the ports of one State over those of | 
another; nor shall vessels bound to or from one State, be | 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another,” shows 
clearly that, as regards commerce in all its various branch- 
es, we are one entire nation, and that the whole subject | 
is surrendered to the Federal Government. That there | 
is no clause in the constitution giving Congress the power 
to protect manufactures, ¢0 nomine, is certainly true; and 
it is likewise true that there is no clause in the constitu- 


discriminating duties, tonnage duties, or in any other 
way which to them may seem meet and proper. 


Itis amusing to observe the inconsistencies in which | 


‘the State rights gentlemen” involve themselves in ar- 
riving at the conclusion that the acts of 1824, 1828, or 
1832, are unconstitutional. They tell us, when reasoning 
against the power of the General Government to appro- 
priate money for internal improvement, that the consti- 
tution must be construed strictly; that all constructive 


powers are dangerous to liberty; that it is inadmissible to | 


seek out of the constitution the meaning of the constitu- 


* . . | 
tion; that the General Government may have the amount | 


of the bond, but nothing more; all I ask is, that it may 
have nothing less. How, then, do gentlemen discover 


these acts are unconstitutional? The power over the sub- | 


tion forbidding the Legislature to regulate commerce by | 


his immediate constituents and the whole country, to per- 
mit him to remain entirely silent. 

The bill on your table, said Mr. S., contemplates a 
great and vital change in the protecting system; asystem 
whose operations are more complicated, and affect a 
greater diversity of interests, than perhaps any branch of 
our national policy. 

The people, whose Government this is, and whose in- 
terests are deeply involved in this question, are not, and 
cannot be here, todecide it for themselves. They have 
entrusted the power of legislating upon it to us; and they 
havea right to expect that we will so exercise the power 
that our legislation shall be a faithful reflection of their 
will; and that great and radical changes in the public po- 
licy shall not be made, but in obedience to strong and un- 
equivocal expressions of that will. 

This, Mr. Chairman, isa new question. Congress has, 
it is true, often legislated upon the tariff But it has been 
for the purpose of building up a system of protection to 
the industry of the country. ‘This is a question, not of 
building up, but of pulling down; not whether the Ame- 
rican system shall be sustained, and so enlarged and mo 
dified as to perfect, as far as practicable, the long che- 
rished policy of extending protection to every interest 
requiring it; but the main pillars of the system are sought 
to be prostrated, and its entire proportions changed. 

Regarding the measure in this light, [have been led to 
inquire—does the public voice demand it? Who has 
heard that voice?) Where are the evidences of the desire 
jof the people to commence the work of destruction’ 
Are there any memorials on your table’? Have the pco- 
ple spoken to usin their primary assemblies? Have they 
resolved that their industry does not need continued pro- 
tection’? Is there not, on the contrary, most obviously, a 
general conviction of the beneficence of the protecting 
system? And docs not the unexampled prosperity of 
the country bear the most decided and ample testimony 
to it’ 

But it is sometimes said, and urged in the form of argu- 
ment, that the disposition of the country to abandon the 
protective policy has been plainly indicated by the re- 
election of the present Chief Magistrate. Now, sir, who 





ject is expressly granted. Will they apply to the pro 
ceedings of the convention that framed the instrument, 
and the traditions of the times, to ascertain the meaning 
of the words ‘* to regulate commerce’”’ Certainly not-- 
their principles forbid it. 

it ismelancholy to see, in the political discussions of the 
country, a constant disposition to reason from the inex- 
pediency, of a measure to its unconstitutionality; and, 
whenever a law bears a little upon our pride or our pre- 


judices, a desire to pronounce it unconstitutional. Sir, 


does not know that tens of thousands of yotes were given 
ito General Jackson without the slightest reference to the 
question, whether he was in favor of a high or a low 
\tariff, or no tariff at all? And, besides,was he not urged 
upon the freemen of New York, New Jersey, Pennsy!- 
‘vania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and Louisiana, as 
‘a decided friend to the protective policy—disposed to 
jcarry it to the poift of effectually sustaining the industry 
of the country’? Does any man believe that, but for this, 
lhe could have obtained even one of the one hundred and 
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twenty-four votes which were given him by those States? 
Would his friends have dared to present a draught of this 
bill to the freemen of either of them, with an assurance 
that he would, if elected, lend his influence to secure its 
passage? And yet the people are now told that his re- 
election furnishes evidence that the country calls for this 
measure. 

Mr. Chairman, the people have not, either directly or 
indirectly, spoken to us on this subject, for the best of all 
reasons. Almost the whole of our last session was occu- 
pied in legislating upon it. We made a general revision 
of the system, embracing numerous and material reduc- 
tions, in accommodation to the diminished amount of 
needed revenue, as well as to the complaints of our 
Southern brethren. The whole country considered the 
question, as to the extent of protection, to be, for the 
present at least, settled. Nothing was further from the 
imaginations of the people than that the same Congress 
which had thus revised the whole system of protection 
with a full view of the existing and protective condition 
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us with the production of the voluminous testimony rela. 
tive to manufactures, taken during the last summer, up. 
der the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury; test 
mony which the public printer has not thought it neces 
sary to print, and no part of which had been ever seen 
by the other members of the House; but which they were 
thus called upon to weigh in the decision of one ot the 
most complicated and difficult questions which could be 
presented to them. 1 will not detain the committee wit) 
an examination of that testimony. It has been amply ex. 
posed by the ‘‘cross-examination’”’ of my able colleague, 
|{Mr. Everert,] especially as far as it regards my own 

'| State. 

While the honorable member of the Commitice oi 
Ways and Means, who introduced this testimony, has ut 
terly failed to sustain by it the bill on your table, he ha: 
furnished what should be to him, certainly, a most con 
clusive reason for postponing the whole subject to 4 
future period. By attempting to use the testimony, he 
has shown us that he considers it material to the issu 


of the revenue, and upon a deliberate consideration of|and if it is material, then, certainly, should those whose 


all the arguments which the most excited ingenuity could 
urge against it, woyld, in the short space of five months, 
and before their legislation had taken effect, be seriously 
deliberating upon a proposition involving, substantially, 
an abandonment of the protective policy. So firmly, in- 
deed, had the conviction taken possession of the public 
mind, that the question would not be soon moved, that 
even the organ of anti-protection and nullification, in 
this city,* actually delayed the printing of the testimony 


interests are involved, have an opportunity to examine and 
}explain it. If itisto be used for the purpose of sustain 
jing such a bill as this, in the name of the people, I ask 
jthat it may be published and submitted to their inspe 
tion. Sir, the farmers and mechanics of the country are 
lon trial before this body. And is not this testimony a 
surprise upon them?’ May not their agents here clair 
for them at least one continuance? Shall a decision be 
forced upon them now? Mr. Chairman, if it must be, 


on the subject of manufactures, taken last summer and|then, certainly, may those who represent them claim the 
ordered to be printed, upon the ground, as he himself has} privilege, at least, of a patient hearing; and such a hear 
expressly stated in his communication to this House, that| ing assuredly they may expect at the hands of those wh 
it would not be wanted at the present session of Con-|aided in building up the system which they are now la 
gress. And, after all, we are told that the people call for| boring to destrov. 
the measure we are now urged to adopt. Sir, the peo-} ‘The first position which I ask the opponents of the pr 
ple, I repeat, have not spoken to us on this subject. | tecting system to consider is, that the public faith stands 
They have not asked us to revise our legislation. They| pledged to sustain it. The Government has legislated 
have, in fact, rested in full confidence that we would not| forty years upon the principle of protecting, by discrimi- 
do it. inating duties, the industry of the country. The tendency 
In this state of things, the present session of Congress | of this policy has been to invite the investment of capits 
was opened, and the President’s recommendation that the|in manufacturing establishments, and in the various 
revenue should be reduced to the wants of the Govern-{branches of industry connected with, and dependent 
ment, was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.|upon them. These investments have been made to «1 
The sessions of the committee were hastened, and a bill| almost incredible amount; and made in the confide 
was reported. And for what? To reduce the revenue | justly inspired by our legislation, that no sudden ch: 
merely? No, sir. A very different subject had engaged |in the public policy would render them valueless. 


their deliberations. It was the system of protection; and|sir, the pledge thus given derives additional sacredness 
to reduce that protection, rather than the revenue, seems 


from the fact that the investments of which I speak hav: 
to have constituted the burden of their labors. The 


been invited, not merely on the ground that they woull 
bill on your table—a bill which carries the country back, }be beneficial to capitalists, but on grounds of public po 


ce 


in the scale of protection, sixteen years in one, was the|licy—not, in fact, so much for individual, as for pub! 


result. ) benefit. 

Permit me, Mr. Chairman, to trace, fora moment, the} But the claims of domestic industry rest on still strong 
history of this bill. Soon after its introduction, the House|er ground than this. The capital of New England was, 
was astonished by the declaration of a very distinguished on a memorable occasion, actually forced into manufac 
member of the committee, [Mr. Wixps,] that he should| turing; and that at the expense of sacrifices which are 
refrain from entering into an exposition of its principles} now to be doubled in forcing it back again. 
or details, because he had, in this case, adopted the| Permit me to ask, Mr. Chairman, how much the rig! 
maxim, that it is for minorities to talk, and majorities to |to protection, thus created,differs from the commonly re 
vote. Sir, who authorized the honorable member of the| ceived idea of a vested right? What difference is there, 
committee to assume that there was a majority of this\in principle, between the plighted faith of the Govern 
House in favor of the bill? Was it to be carried by a} ment in this case, and in that of a turnpike or bridg: 
mere party vote, that the necessity of sustaining it upon /company? A grant is as substantially made in one case 
its merits was thus, in effect, disclaimed? Well, sir, the | as in the other; and investments are made upon the faith 
minority did talk; and they talked to so much purpose, lof it. And can those who would revolt at the injustic 
that it began to be doubted whether the assumed minority | of the legislation which should attempt to deprive such a 
would not turn out to be a majority. It was, therefore, |company of the right of taking toll, after complying with 


deemed necessary by one of the committee, [Mr. Pork, ]} | 


to attempt to sustain the bill; in doing which, he surprised 


* The editor of the 
gress 


United States Telegraph, and printer to Con- 


the terms of the grant, be indifferent to that withdrawal 
of protection from millions of manufacturing and agr' 
cultural capital which must subject it to the most ruinous 
sacrifices? 

I admit, indeed, that the affairs of men, so far as the) 
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» her prohibitions of the importation of our breadstuffs, 


» diately open our ports to the admission of her manufac- 


© with our agricultural produce rotting on our hands, while 


, steadily maintaining a system which shall give the highest 


§ our soil; and thus establish, upon deep and enduring found- 


» ing energies of our own. 


| the predictions of its early friends, and fulfilling the bene-| 
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stand connected with general legislation, must be subject] For the purpose of rendering the system odious, we 
to its ordinary fluctuations, against which a prudent fore-|are told that it builds up monopolies. Sir, nothing can 
sight will beable to guard. But no foresight could guard |be more unfounded than this. What sort of monopoly is 
against the change which is contemplated by this bill. |that which leaves to all the free enjoyment of its benefits, 
No man hada right to expect it. No man—I speak of|which throws wide open the door to competition? I 
those upon whom its weight is mainly to fall—did ex-|need not stop to expose such an absurdity. But the ob- 

ect it. jection sometimes assumes another form. ‘The few, it is 

But, Mr. Chairman, our duty in this matter rests upon |said, are enriched at the expense of the many; and over- 
broader ground than this. We are bound, upon the|grown capitals are accumulated, and lordly nabobs reared 
soundest principles of public policy, to sustain the system |up to ride over the necks of the people. Sir, how is the 
of protection to the industry of the country, and to the|capital which puts in motion the great mass of your ma- 
whole industry of the whole country, against foreign |nufacturing establishments invested? Is it not, to a very 
competition. Nor are we to limit the exercise of our|great extent, in the form of joint stock companies, in 
power of doing this, to the temporary counteraction of|}which all have an opportunity of participating who are 
some particular act of foreign legislation. Weare bound |able to purchase a single share? MW, therefore, the bene- 
to adopt and maintain a system which shall permanently | fits were wholly confined to manufacturing capitalists, 
secure the country against the general tide of that legisla-|there would be nothing to alarm even the most strenuous 
tion, in all its fluctuations. Let me illustrate this by an|advocates for liberty and equality. But they are not 
example. Suppose that Great Britain suddenly abolishes | alone, or mainly, benefited by this system. Their capital, 
which is the object of so much jealousy and apprehen- 
sion, is but the minister of good to the farmers, the me- 
chanics, and the laborers of the country; and they, sir, 
have too much good sense not to see and feelit. Talk 
to them of odious monopolies and overgrown capitalists, 
they will tell you to look at the improvements in agri- 
culture and the mechanic arts; the increased value of 
every species of productive labor; the enlarged capacity, 
and augmented products of the soil; the enhanced value 
of the forests; the new created wealth of the mines; and 
she would enjoy a monopoly of our market for the sale of|the flocks and herds covering the extended valleys, and 
her manufactures. Our true policy is to guard against all| rambling upon the thousand hills; while they will invite 
such fluctuations of foreign legislation, by adopting and| you to listen to the busy hum of free and happy industry 
which is the crowning glory of the whole. Here, they 
will triumphantly tell you, are the genuine fruits of the 


protecting policy--these the creations of the American 
ations, a barrier against the broad stream of foreign po-| system. 


licy which is perpetually struggling to overwhelm us with 
the productions of foreign labor, and paralyze the creat- 


which she has long maintained, for the purpose of sus- 
taining her agriculture. Should we, therefore, imme- 


tures free of duty? Certainly not. What would be the 
consequence?) The moment our manufacturing establish- 
ments should be prostrated, as they would be by this 
operation, with the sacrifice of millions, Great Britain 
might resume her prohibitions, and we should be left 


possible development to the capacities of our people and 


But, we are told that this system is fraught with oppres- 
sion to the South--oppression which it cannot, and will 
not, endure. 


This view of the protecting policy was obviously in the} Mr. Chairman, my constituents are an inquisitive peo- 


contemplation of Mr. Madison, when, in his first executive | ple; and, having incurred a full share of the responsi- 


message, he recommended manufactures to ‘* the prompt | bility of building up the protective system, they want to 


and constant guardianship of Congress;’’ and this is what | know what are the real grounds of the complaint that it 


Mr. Jefferson subsequently denominated ‘the true re-|is intolerably oppressive. They have, indeed, been told 
publican policy.” It has, sir, been the cherished policy |that the exporters of our productions, in fact, pay the 
of this Government, from the passage of the first revenue | whole of the duties levied on the importations purchased 
law, in 1789, down to the present time. with them; and that, inasmuch as the largest portion of 
And need I speak of its effects? how it has stimulated | the dutiable imports are purchased, directly or indirectly, 
the industry, diversified the pursuits, developed the re-| with the principal Southern staple, therefore the cotton- 
sources, and augmented the wealth, and population, and | planting States pay nearly all the revenues of the country. 
happiness of this great people? Is it not fully realizing | Now, sir, the utmost ingenuity of the advocates of this 
é new theory has never been able to convince either my 
ficent designs of the framers of the constitution? 'constituents or their humble representative of its cor- 
But, sir, anew era has arisen. The fathers of the re-|rectness. We still adhere to the old doctrine, that the 
public are gone! ‘The constitution, the noble monument | consumer pays the duty, except when prices are so re- 
of their wisdom, is committed to other hands. And now | duced by competition, as, in effect, to throw a portion of 
in face of the construction undeniably given by them to|the duty upon the foreign manufacturer. 
that instrument, and inseribed in broad characters upon| Mr. Chairman, do gentlemen who advance this theory 
our statute book, in the memorable preamble to our first| perceive in what, if carried out, it will terminate? If it 
revenue law; and notwithstanding that construction has} be correct, it applies not merely to duties levied for pro- 
been sanctioned and settled by the practice of this Gov-| tection, but to all duties. It strikes at our whole system 
ernment for more than forty years, we are told, not only |of revenue, and overturns the established opinions, not 
that there exists no constitutional power to regulate com-| only of this, but of all commercial countries, with regard 
merce with a view to the protection of our industry, but|to the operation of impost duties. And has the world 
that its exercise must be forthwith abandoned, at the|been so long laboring under a delusion, which it is re- 
hazard of revolution! served to the political economists of South Carolina to 
{ will not, Mr. Chairman, detain the committee a mo- dispel? If it isa delusion, it is certainly a most extraor- 
ment with an attempt to vindicate the exercise of this|dinary one; for, in adjusting every system of taxation, the 
power upon constitutional grounds. It has been ably and| leading and prominent questions must always be—upon 
conclusively sustained in this debate. I will ask the in-| what objects is it to operate? And upon what portion of 
dulgence of the committee.only while I advert, briefly, |the community are its burdens to fall? And yet, upon 
to one or two objections urged against the protecting these vital questions the world has, for ages, been entire- 
system, on the ground of expediency. ly mistaken. Even the framers of our constitution, who 
Vor. IX.--92 
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are generally allowed to have been, at least, respectable 
for wisdom, were in utter darkness on the subject. They 
provided, among other things, for the laying of *‘ imposts, 
to pay the debts, and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare.” Does any one believe that it en- 
tered into their imaginations that the exporters of pro- 
duce, instead of the consumers of the merchandise pur- 
chased with it, were to bear the burden of these imposts? 
Why did they provide that all imposts should be ‘‘ uni- 
form throughout the United States?”? Obviously for no 
other purpose than that of equalizing the rates of taxa- 
tion among the consumers of imported merchandise. 
Upon the South Carolina theory, such a provision would 
have been idle and useless. They provided, too, that 
**no tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from 
any State.” But here they were, according to the South 
Carolina doctrine, still in the dark; for while they intend- 
ed effectually to secure our exports from taxation, they 
did, in fact, subject them to the burden of paying the en- 
tire revenues of the country. The wise men who framed 
the constitution, did not, it seems, understand the work 
of their own hands; nor had the accumulated wisdom of 
the whole country been able, in the process of forty years’ 
administration of the Government, to understand it, until 
the light of the ‘‘ forty bale theory” burst upon the world. 

It has not been my intention, Mr. Chairman, to detain 
the committee with a minute investigation of this theory. 
The arguments by which it has been met and overthrown 
are familiar to all, and I think I may venture to say that 
there are not ten members on this floor, who would now 
soberly attempt its vindication. And yet, preposterous 
and revolting to common sense as it is, it has been suc- 
cessfully employed in South Carolina, to the purpose of 
seducing her people into resolutions of resistance to what 
they have thus been made to believe is intolerable oppres- 
sion--insupportable tyranny. 

But we are told that the duties upon consumption are 
oppressive, because unequally burdensome, to the South. 
Now, sit, how does it ‘appear that the South sustains an 
unequal portion of the burden of imposts? The rates of 
duties are the same every where. The only question then 
is as to the comparative amount of the consumption of du- 
tiable articles by different sections of the country. And 
as it isa fundamental principle of the constitution that 
the burdens of taxes and the benefits of representation 
shall be equal, no State can justly complain of burdens as 
unequal, which do not exceed the measure of its repre- 
sentation. South Carolina, for example, ought not to 
complain, if she pays no more taxes than another State, 
having an equal representation. Now, sir, South Carolina 
has nine representatives on this floor, while Vermont has 
but five. South Carolina, then, should pay nearly twice 
as much as Vermont. But who will seriously under- 
take to maintain that she contributes in that propor- 
tion to the expenses of this Government? Why should 
her contributions even exceed those of Vermont, when 
her white population is fifteen theusand less than that 
State? It is true, she has 315,000 slaves, with a repre- 
sentation here of four on their account--one, only, less 
than the entire representation of Vermont. But what 
amount of dutiable articles is ‘consumed by these slaves, 
compared with that consumed by an equal number of 
Northern freemen? Almost the entire amount consists of 
the coarsest and cheapest woollens; and yielding, there- 
fore, even at a duty of fifty per centum upon their value, 
but a very inconsiderable portion of the whole revenue, 
compared with the more expensive clothing of the popu- 
lation of the North. But even this pittance, constituting 
almost the entire revenue derived from the slaye con- 
sumption, has been nearly relinquished by the act of last 
session, coarse woollens, for the sake of peace, having 
been brought down to a mere nominal duty of five pet 
cent.—-thus almost entirely exempting from taxation the 
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consumption of a portion of the population of South C,. 
rolina, equivalent, in point of political power, to fow. 
fifths of the people of the State of Vermont. And yet, 
sir, South Carolina comes here and talks of oppression— 
intolerable oppression! 

But, ask Southern gentlemen, is it not oppressive {) 
compel us to purchase the articles of our consumptio», 
at an advance, resulting from the protecting duties, of 
from fifty to one hundred per cent., when that advance 
enures to the exclusive benefit of the Northern manufy. 
turer? The burden of this complaint rests upon the a. 
sumption that, but for the epee duties, the article 
upon which they are now levied might be purchased fo 
their present price, less than the whole amount of the dy. 
ties; and that, therefore, the South pays that amount is, 
tribute to the Northern manufacturer. 

Now, sir, let us test the correctness of this assumptio: 
by reference to a few of the articles on which protecting 
duties are levied. The price of nails, for example, is siz 
cents per pound—the duty five cents. Does any bod; 
believe that, if the duty were entirely taken off, naij 
might be purchased for one cent? Lead sells at 34 cents, 
and there is levied upon it a duty of 3 cents. Who be. 
lieves that it could be purchased at five mills, if exempte! 
from duty? So also the price of cottons within the 5) 
cents minimum averages ten cents per yard. The duty 
is equal to 74 cents. Where could they be purchase) 
for 24 cents, if the duties were removed? I mig! 
pursue the illustration, by a reference to numerous othe: 
articles which enter extensively into the consumption ¢ 
every part of the country. Indeed, I believe it may tx 
safely asserted that the general effect of an increase ¢/ 
duty for the purpose of protection, upon any particulx 
article, has been to reduce its price to the consumer 
while the sudden diminution of a protecting duty has 
produced an advance of prices—if not immediately, x 
least after the domestic manufacture has been so checked 
as materially to affect the competition created by it, ani 
subject the market to the control of foreigners. 

There seems to me to be a radical and fatal error in tl: 
reasoning of the opponents of the tariff on this subjec' 
Directing their attention, exclusively, to the transit 
from a high toa low duty, they ask—cannot the mercliast 
who sells goods to-day on which he has paid a duty of 5 
per cent., afford to sell 50 per cent. cheaper to-morros 
the same kind of goods, on which he shall have paid 
duty? Certainly he might; but whether he would or no! 
depends upon the grand regulator of prices—the relation 
between the demand and supply. But whatever may 
the momentary effect of this abandonment of a protecting 
duty, we must, in legislating upon the subject, look ats 
ultimate permanent effect. ‘That that effect would no 
be a reduction of price equal to the reduction of duty, 
would seem necessarily to result from the fact, that | 
advance of price, on the laying of a protecting duty, bis 
in no case been permanently equal to the augmentati 
duty. The truth is, and it rests on undeniable facts 
that such a diminution of protecting duties as has the 
effect of diminishing the amount of any particular domes 
tic manufacture, though the increased importation which 
produces that effect may temporarily reduce prices, wi 
finally result in such an increase of the price of the su 
stituted foreign manufacture in the foreign market, as! 
keep it undiminished to the consumer here. So that the 
precious privilege of employing foreign labor to supply 
our wants, will constitute the whole benefit of an abai: 
donment of that protection which has hitherto cherished 
our own. 

But, say our Southern friends, your system of protet: 
tion diminishes the importation of British goods; and b) 
as much as that importation is diminished, by so much 
diminished either our export of cotton, or the pric 
it. Let us, therefore, have free trade. 
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the force of the objection thus raised by the cotton-plant- 
ing States, I propose to give them free trade for a while, 
and see how it will operate. 

The whole export of cotton from the United States 
was, in 1830, about 300,000,000 pounds. The amount 
consumed in the United States was about 75,000,000. 
Total 375,000,000. To meet the wishes of the South, 
suppose we break up our establishments, and transfer the 
whole of our present manufacture to Great Britain. The 
British manufacturers would then want an additional sup- 
ply of cotton, to form fabrics of that article, equal in 
amount to those previously manufactured in the United 
States; that is, just the 75,000,000 pounds, and no more. 
So that success in this long contest for free trade would 
simply transfer to Great Britain, to give employment to 
her industry and capital, the 75,000,000 which had been 
previously consumed in the United States, for the benefit 
of our own. 

As free trade would thus add nothing to the present 
amount of the sales of Southern cotton, so neither would 
it enhance its price. The price of cotton, as of every 
thing else, I need not say, is regulated by the relation 
which may exist between the demand and supply—a dis- 
proportionate demand raising the price, and a dispropor- 
tionate supply reducing it. Now, sir, would the transfer 
which I have supposed, increase the demand for raw cot- 
ton? Would the world, in consequence of it, want any 
more cotton fabrics than before? Certainly not. And, on 
the other hand, would the supply of the raw material be 
thereby diminished? Would the cotton planters of India 
or Brazil, for example, diminish their culture of that ar- 
ticle, for the purpose of enabling our Southern cotton 
planters to illustrate the advantages of free trade, by hay- 
ing an increased demand for their production, in the mar- 
ket of Great Britain, and of the world, so as to be enabled 
cither to sell an increased quantity, or command an in- 
creased price? Certainly not. i 

The South complains that the price of cotton has greatly 
diminished under the operation of the protecting system. 
It has, indeed, diminished: but I deny that the diminution 
has been produced by that system. It has resulted from 
an increased production of cotton every where; a pro- 
duction that has outrun the consumption of the world. 
It has greatly increased in Egypt, Brazil, and the East 
and West Indies; and has been extended from the Atlan- 
tic to the Southwestern States. Thus, in the United 
States, the cotton crop has increased from about ninety- 
two millions of pounds in 1816, to about three hundred 
and seventy-five millions in 1830. And this has been ac- 
companied by a probable corresponding increase of pro- 
duction in other cotton-growing countries. Can South 
Carolina wonder that the price of her staple has sunk 
under the pressure of such an accumulated production 
as this? 

That the fluctuations in the price of cotton have not 
been produced by the protecting system, is rendered yet 
more apparent, by a glance at the quantity compared 
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Great Britain the amount of their staple, previously 
wrought in the cotton mills of the United States. This, 
however, is not altogether, true. Break up our cotton 
manufacturing establishments, and there would be a dimi- 
nution of our consumption of cotton fabrics, resulting 
from the diminished ability of our people to pay for them, 
and accompanied by a substitution of fabrics wrought 
from other domestic materials. It is obvious, therefore, 
that there must bea corresponding diminution of demand 
for the raw material, and that its present consumption in 
the United States would, to that extent, fail of being 
transferred to the cotton mills of Great Britain. 

The consumption of cotton fabrics in the United States 
has been almost immeasurably increased since the intro- 
duction of their manufacture, because of the increased 
facilities of purchasing them with the products of our la- 
bor and our soil. Drive our people to the British manu- 
facturers for the purchase of these as well as other fabrics, 
and what have they to pay with? What of the products 
of three-fourths of our country will Great Britain take in 
exchange for them? The truth is, that the consumption, 
as well as the price, of the great Southern staple is actu- 
ally increased rather than diminished by a protecting tariff. 
In fact, sir, the general prosperity of the country, which 
results from the protecting system, is emphatically the 
prosperity of the South. The augmented value which 
that system gives to the industry of the East, the Middle, 
and the West, not only furnishes an increasing demand 
for Southern staples, but also increases the demand of the 
country for those foreign productions which may be pur- 
chased with them. Thus, the consumption of cotton in 
the United States has increased from 11,000,000 Ibs. in 
1816, to about 80,000,000 at the present time; and there 
has been, also, a constantly increasing demand at the 
North for the flour, the corn, the rice, and the tobacco 
of the South; while the exportation of cotton has rapidly 
increased, and the aggregate importations been greatly 
augmented. 

There is, Mr. Chairman, another benefit connected 
with the protecting system, which I cannot wholly omit 
to notice. It is its tendency to strengthen that bond of 
our Union, which is formed in the free intercourse pro- 
duced by reciprocal wants and mutual dependence; to 
make us, in interest and in feeling, one people. Vain, 
sir, will be all efforts to sustain this Union, while those 
who have, under Providence, the control of its destinies, 
disregard this great principle. Let us, then, aid its full 
development, by sustaining that system which enlarges 
the sphere of the national industry, multiplies the objects, 
and improves the channels of a free commercial inter- 
course, and thus deepens the sympathies, identifies the 
interests, and cements the union of this great people. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, may I be permitted to press 
upon those who complain so loudly of the oppressions of 
this system, the inquiry—how its abandonment, so sternly 
demanded, will furnish the desired relief? The people, 
\sir, whom I represent, want light on this subject. They 


with the value of that staple exported from the United | now believe, and I can assure gentlemen that silence will 


States in various years. Thus, 92,000,000 Ibs. exported 
from the United States in 1818, were worth $31,000,000, 


while 88,090,000 Ibs. exported in the following year were | whieh she complains. 
lin the price of her great staple is to be traced to causes 


worth but $21,000,000. So, in 1822, 144,000,000 Ibs. 
were worth $24,000,000, while 173,000,000 Ibs. in 1823, 


jnot shake that belief, that South Carolina must look to 
lother causes than the tariff, for the source of the evils of 


They believe that the depression 


lentirely disconnected with the protecting policy. And 


were worth only $20,000,000. So, also, in 1825, the |they believe, what itis to be feared South Carolina has yet 
value of 176,000,000 Ibs. was $36,000,000; whereas, in the |to learn, that the wealth and prosperity of a community 
next year, 204,000,0C0 Ibs. were worth but $25,000,000. | mainly depend upon the proper cultivation of its soil; the 
Now, whence these fluctuations of price? No material |habits of its people; their domestic econpmy; and, above 
variations of the tariff occurred during either of these lall, upon the amount of their productive labor. And, sir, 
biennial periods. The great and sudden fluctuations could itheir highly cultivated fields, their comfortable dwellings, 
not, therefore, have resulted from tariff legislation. They |their frugal habits, and their universal untiring industry, 
must be traced to other causes. lexhibit a practical illustration of the correctness of their 

I have said, sir, that the effect of free trade upon our jbelief. They show their faith by their works. And can 
cotton planters would be to enable them to transfer to'a people, who have long presented a perfect contrast to 
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all this, wonder that they, ¢ a 
state of decay, or even of impoverishme it? To speak 
only of the state of industry at the South—what is it? It 


has been asserted here that one-half of the able popula-| woollens, costing over thirty-five cents, one-fourth imme. 
tion perform no labor, but are entirely dependent upon| diately; in one year one-half, and in two years two. 
the labor of others. ‘To put the case, however, beyond| thirds, of the existing duty. 

the reach of all possible doubt, I will suppose the pro-| Now, sir, I do not undertake to determine the precise 
portion to be one-third only. Now, to illustrate the effect} effect upon the price of wool, of any given reduction of 
of this, let me suppose that one-third of the able, and, of} duties upon it, or upon its manufactures. But let us look 
course, the laboring portion of the population of Ver-} at its probable operation. 

mont were transported to a barren rock, in the midst of} Prices being regulated by the relation between demand 


the ocean; and that the remaining two-thirds were com- 


Q and supply, it is obvious that a reduction in the demand 
pelled to provide for them the necessaries, and even the} for wool, the supply remaining the same, or an increase 


luxuries of life, with the personal service necessary to} of its supply, the demand remaining the same, will alike 
ensure to them a complete exemption from the labor of] reduce its value. 
taking care of themselves. Need Iask what would be! Now, although the reduction of one-fourth the presen: 
the condition of Vermont under the operation of such an duty on woollens might not preduce an immediate suspen. 
exhausting process? And yet this is very far from pre-|sion of the operations of our woollens establishments, 
senting a perfect illustration of the evils of slavery; for| must, necessarily, be followed by a material reduction in 
there would still be left the indomitable energies of a free} the prices of wool, of labor, of provisions, &c. to enable 
people to struggle forward beneath the burden. No| them to continue their operations. That the commence. 
comparison can fully illustrate the influence of slavery| ment of the second year, however, when the duty vil 
upon the condition of a community. be brought dewn to one-half its present amount, woul! 
But, sir, will pursue this subject no further. 1 know] find them overwhelmed with foreign importations, can «( 
how exceedingly irritating it is in certain quarters, and| mit of no doubt. 1t would be the signal for an attack of 
have, therefore, alluded to it with great reluctance. But] the main body of British manufacturers, with their redup. 
its consideration is forced upon us, by the glowing de-| dant capital and pauper labor, before which our infayi 
scriptions which are constantly given of Southern impo-| establishments, with their dependent interests, must ine 
verishment and distress, produced, as we are told, in no} yitably be crushed. 
measured terms, by the ‘oppressions” and ‘*robberies’”’| But the heaviest blow which this bill inflicts on th: 
of the ‘‘tyrannical” and ‘abominable system of protec-| wool-growing interest, is the immediate reduction of the 
tion. To shut our eyes, under such circumstances, to! duty on wool; for, even if there were no reduction of 
one of the most prominent and efficient causes of South-| duty on woollens, and the demand for wool should be ur. 
ern depression, 1s as impossible for one portion of the} diminished, the supply would be increased even to a glut 
country as it is suicidal in. the other. of the market, by the importations which must follow | 
And what is the remedy which South Carolina proposes] reduction of duty. ‘No one can doubt this, who will tak 
for the evils under which she labors? Nothing less, sir, | the trouble to recollect that, even uncer the present dut 
than the entire prostration of the protecting system; the| the importations of wool, in the year ending on the 
sacrifice of millions in accomplishing the ruinous reeant of September, 1831, amounted to 5,622,960 Ibs. If such 
and the reduction of the labor of freemen to a level with| an importation was made under a duty of not less tha 


that of slaves. And, after all, who can say that this|75 per cent. need I ask what would foltow an immediat 


will be an effectual remedy? Will it restore the worn} abolition of one-half of that duty? 

out lands of Carolina? Will it add fifty per cent. to the| Now, sir, let me illustrate the probable effects of this 
amount of her productive labor? Will it blast and con-| reduction upon the wool-growing interest, by a refer 
sume the cotton crops of Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi, | ence to the district which I have the honor to represen! 
and Louisiana? or convert into deserts the fruitful cotton| Of the twenty millions of sheep in the United States 
fields of Brazil, Egypt, and the Indies? Or will it take} Vermont is estimated-to possess one million five hundred 
off the mighty incubus which sits, with sable visage and|thousand. Their value, estimated at two dollars 
haggard form, upon the southern portion of our country?! head, is 3 ¥ - S 23.0 


w"9 
If it will not do all this, then I hazard nothing in saying} The land required for their subsistence, esti- 
that it will not reach the fountain of South Carolina’s suf- 


mating one .acre for three sheep, would be 

ferings, and bring her the desired relief. | 500,000 acres, which, at 10 dollars, would 

Permit me, now, Mr. Chairman, to glance at the extent} amountto - im . ° 
and suddenness of the change which this bill proposes;| The annual product of wool, estimated at 24 
the grounds on which it is urged by the committee who! Ibs. per head, is 3,750,000 Ibs., which at 40 
reported it; the strength of the argument drawn fromthe! cents, amountsto = - : ‘ 1,500, 
present position of South Carolina; the consequences of| To complete the account, there should be added the! 
yielding to it; and the certainty that yielding to it, by the! bor employed in rearing the flocks, and washing and clip- 
passage of this bill, will not settle this vexed question. | ping the wool, and transporting it to market, and the \ 
In regard to the first subject of inquiry, I will not trou-| of the land necessary to subsist the labor thus empl} 
ble the committee with a minute examination of the de-| Now, sir, contemplate, for a moment, the effects o/ a 
tails of the bill, which have been very fully gone into by| immediate reduction of even one-third in the present p 
gentlemen who have preceded me, The deep interest of] of wool. ‘That reduction would, in my district alo 
my constituents in the production of wool must, however, | amount to halfa million of dollars on the crop of the 
be my apology for devoting a few moments to this branch 
of the subject. 

And, in the first place, it should be remembered that} 
the act of the 14th of July last, to take effect on the 4th the value of his flock and his farm which would am 
of March next, abolishes the duty on wool costing eight} to an additional sum of one thousand seven hundred 4 
cents, and under, and reduces from more than fifty to} seventy-six dollars. And let it be remembered that this 
five per cent. the duty on woollens costing not more than| farmer has been gradually enlarging his stock of sh¢ 
thirty-five cents, and from 384 to 5 per cent. on coarse] perhaps suddenly by purchase, upon the assurance t! 
blankets. In addition to these reductions, the present bill] there would be something like stability in our legis!at.o' 


provides for a reduction on wool costing over eight cents, 
of about one-half the present duty, immediately; in one 
year two-thirds, and in two years four-fifths; and op 


|proaching season. To a farmer owning one thousane 

sheep, it would be three hundred and thirty-three ¢ 

lars; while there would be a corresponding reduction !! 
; | f 
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Perhaps he has added to his farm upon the same assu-| ‘‘ The peace with America has produced somewhat of 
rance, and, in the course of this operation, has become /a similar effect; though Iam very far from placing the 
indebted, with the expectation of an ability to pay from| vast exports which it occasioned upon the same footing 
the produce of his flock—making his purchases of sheep| with those to the European market the year before; both 
and land at prices regulated by the standard of existing| because, ultimately, the Americans will pay, which the 
values. Now what will be his condition when he finds} exhausted state of the continent renders very unlikely, 
that the magic of our legislation has, in effect, stripped) and because it was well worth while to incur a loss upon 
him of one-third of his coming crop of wool, and reduced, | the first exportations, in order, by the glut, to stifle in 
in the same proportion, the value of his flock and his/the cradle those rising manufactures in the United States 
farm? His debts must be paid to the last farthing. Our| which the war had forced into existence, contrary to the 
legislation cannot reach them. natural course of things.”* 

The case I have supposed, while it may be literally the| Mr. Chairman, what took place on the continent of 
case of thousands, furnishes an illustration of the general} Europe in 1814, and in this country in 1815, will, as 
effect of the contemplated change in the uae sys-|surely as like causes produce like effects, befall us in 
tem upon the relation of debtor and creditor throughout) 1834 if this bill becomes a law. It will result not only 
the community. The mass of existing debt must be dis-| from the natural operations of trade, but from the sys- 
charged; and what will become of the debtors under the} tematie policy of our great rival, which is ever intent on 
operation of such a material and sudden reduction of the| ‘stifling’ the manufactures of the United States, whose 
means of payment? existence and prosperity it regards as ‘* contrary to the 

So much has been said, here and elsewhere, of the | natural course of things.” Yes, sir, in the eye of a Bri- 
aristocratic manufacturing monopolies, that men have in-|tish statesman, and, may I not add, in the eyes of some of 
sensibly come to look at their prostration with a strange, | our own, the ‘natural course of things” is, that British 
unaccountable indifference, not reflecting that their ope-|industry shall supply our wants, rather than that we 
rations have become so intertwined with the whole busi-| should cherish our own industry to supply them ourselves. 
ness of the community as materially to affect the value of} Shall we, sir, by our legislation, aid that policy which thus 
land, of labor, and of all the productions of both. Sir, it] augments the industry, the wealth, the population, and 
is upon these interests, the interests of the farmers, the| the power of the ‘fast anchored isle’” or shall we che- 
mechanics, and laborers, that you are about to let in the |rish and build up the system which puts in motion the 
broad and desolating flood. |capital, and enterprise, and ingenuity, and industry of 

But it is said that excessive importations will not follow | our own country, and thus increases its wealth, advances 
a reduction of the tariff; that combinations of foreign! its population, and renders solid and permanent the foun- 
capitalists cannot be formed to flood our markets at a sa-| dations of its prosperity and its power? 
crifice, for the purpose of prostrating our manufactures. | - There is, Mr. Chairman, one general feature of this 
There is, sir, no necessity for supposing the existence of| bill, to which I beg permission to devote a few moments’ 
combinations to produce such a result. It will as neces-|attention. The claim of the nullifiers, as embodied in the 
sarily follow a withdrawal of protection as would the in-|South Carolina address to the people of the United States, 
undation of Holland, the prostration of her dikes. Theis, that duties shall be made equal on all articles, as well 
redundant capital and labor of Great Britain are perpetu-|those which need as those which do not need protection. 
ally struggling to find a market for their productions, the | It is hardly necessary for me to say that the raising of a 
sale of a portion of which, even at cost, is an important |revenue not exceeding fifteen million dollars, upon such 
object, because it prevents that surplus in the home mar-|an apportionment of duties, will involve a surrender of 
ket which reduces the value of the whole stock. Shall) the protecting system. And does not the bill on your 
we not learn wisdom from experience? What followed | table, in its obvious disregard of the discrimination which 
the diminished protection produced by the peace of 1815? |is vital to that system, evidently point to such a result? 
Let the overwhelming influx of foreign goods, and the| Permit me to examine it, for a moment, in connexion with 
sacrifices, the bankruptcies, and the wide-spread desola-|the report ofthe Secretary of the Treasury, and the Com- 
tions of the few following years, answer. The imports of| mittee of Ways and Means, to whose joint labors it obvi- 
1815 amounted to one hundred and thirty-three millions) ously owes its existence. 
of dollars; the exports were but little over fifty millions} The Secretary says, in the first place, that ‘‘itis not to 
of dollars. Further evidence of the excessive importations|be concealed, that a permanent system of high protect- 
may be found in the fact that the receipts from customs, | ing duties directly tends to build up favored classes, ulti- 
in thé years 1816-17, were about sixty-two millions of| mately prejudicial to the State.” ‘* Favored classes!” 
dollars. Let me stop to look at thisa moment. Who constitute 

Similar effects followed the peace of Europe, in 1814, /|the favored classes, the building up of which fills the 
in the excessive exports of British manufactures to the| mind of the Secretary with such alarm for the safety of 
continent. A description of thent may be found in a/the State? Sir, they are, in truth, the farmers, the me- 
speech of Lord Brougham in the British Parliament, |chanics, and the laborers—the men by whom, and for 
from which I beg permission to read a short extract. whom, this Government was made. The system of protec- 

** After the cramped state in which the enemy’s mea- tion builds them up, and, therefore, the State is in danger! 
sures and our own retaliation (as we termed it) had kept} The Secretary proceeds: ‘* Little doubt is entertained 
our trade for some years, when the events of the spring, | that, in a tariff framed on proper principles, the reduction 
1814, suddenly opened the continent, a rage for export- lof six millions, now recommended, may, for the most part, 
ing goods of every kind burst forth, only to be equalled | be made dpon those commonly denominated protected 
(though not in extent) by some of the commercial delu-|articles, without prejudice to the reasonable claims of ex- 
sions connected with South American speculations. Every jisting establishments.” Now, let us see what are regarded 
thing that could be shipped was sent off; all the capital|as ** the reasonable claims of existing establishments.” 
that could be laid hold of was embarked: the frenzy—| The bill, which, the House has been told, embraces the 
I can call it nothing else, after the experience of 1806|Secretary’s project of a tariff ** framed on proper prin- 
and 1810—descending to persons in the remotest circum-| ciples,” provides for the following, among other reduc- 
stances, and the farthest removed, by their pursuits, from jtions of duties, within two years, viz. wool, from more 
commercial cares.” lthan 75 per cent. to 15; woollens, from 55 percent. to 

After describing the reaction, and general distress | 20; woollen twist and yarn, from 25 to 15; cottons from 484 
which followed, Mr. Brougham adds: {to 20; and cotton yarn and thread from 574 to 10. 
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Now, sir, if, in reference to the great and vital interests 
of wool, woollens, and cottons, these reductions consti- 
tute the measure of their ‘* reasonable claims” to protec- 
tion, I should like to know by what rule the reasonable 
claims of certain other interests are so estimated as to 
keep permanent duties of 28 per cent. on hammered iron; 
35 on pig iron; 76 on rolled; 93 on sheet and hoop iron; 
62 on nails; 72 on spikes; 48 on anchors; and 37 on cast- 
ings; protected, as most of these articles are, to no incon- 
siderable extent, by the heavy freight on their importa- 
tion. And why, I may add, is a duty retained upon 
sugar, of 46 per cent., tobacco 33, and coal 47? As the 
Secretary’s report throws no light on these inquiries, let 
us see if we can find any in the report which accompanies 
this bill. . 

The committee say that they have ‘‘ arranged the duties 
at rates of from 10 to 20 per cent.,” with certain excep- 
tions, founded upon the necessary: protection of articles 
‘* essential to independence in time of war.” On looking 
over the bill, I find these exceptions to embrace fifty-two 
articles, which range from 23 to 111 per cent.; among 
the most prominent of which are those I have just enu- 
merated. Now I should be glad to be informed how it is 
that tobacco, sugar, paper-hangings, coal, boots, nails, 
mill-cranks, and castings, to mention no other articles, 
are necessary to independence in time of war, while cot- 
ton and woollen cloths are unnecessary. Is not clothing 
as necessary to an army as sugar and tobacco? or even as 
lead and iron? But it seems to me to be taking a very 
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a 
tinction? Can those who are connected with those inte. 
rests be deceived by a discrimination in their favor, at the 
expense of some of the most important interests embraced 
in the protecting system? If the citadel is carried, do they 
expect that their positions will be secure from assanlt? |; 
must be a very delusive idea of security, which shall jp. 
duce the iron interest, for example, to sit quietly by, ang 
see the Government going back sixteen years in one, in the 
protection of woollens, and more than sixteen years jn 
thirty days, in that of cottons, while iron is kept up to 
about double the duty of 1816, under the pretence that it 
is essential to our independence in time of war. The 
policy which now strikes a fatal blow at the leading inte. 
rests to which I have adverted, will spare no interest 
when it can be successfully assailed. The bill before us 
brings down wool, woollens, and cottons, to a standard of 
mere revenue, utterly regardless of the great principle of 
discrimination, which is vital to the protecting system 
‘* Duties for revenue and not for protection,” is inscribed 
in broad characters upon its front. The work of ruin is 
thus commenced; and if the principles of this bill are to 
be carried out, there is not a protected interest in the 
country which will not be finally doomed to destruction 
Can the friends of the protecting system on this floor shut 
their eyes to the danger which thus threatens it? 

But, sir, if we are not awake to the danger, the people 
will be roused, when they feel the effects of our legish. 
tion. Ido not say they will rebel. No, sir. But let me tell 
you what they willdo. They will go to the ballot boxes, 


limited view of the subject, even to confine the essentials} and there tell us, in language not to be misunderstood, 


of independence to munitions of war, and the clothing of} 


anarmy. Must not the country be clothed as well as the 
army? But the national independence, of which the 
committee speak, necessarily takes a still broader range, 
comprehending the ability of the country to pay the 
taxes, and sustain the general shock of war. And, in the 
present state of the world, nothing can lay a solid founda- 
tion for this independence but the protecting ‘system. 
May I not even ask Carolina, whether it is not necessary 
to her independence in time of war? Where, in case of 
a war with Great Britain, for example, is she sure of find- 
ing a market for her cotton? The enemy might, indeed, 
for her own special benefit, furnish such market. But 
she might not furnish it. And where then would be the 
cotton of Carolina? She would have no home market, 
for she would, if she could, effectually destroy it by break- 
ing down allthe manufactures of her staple production. 

The committee say, further, that, for the purpose of 
benefiting ‘* some branches of industry,” some of the raw 
materials are admitted at a low duty. Benefiting some 
branches of industry! What regard for the industry of 
the country is manifested, by reducing the duty on wool 
to 15 per cent.? True, it may save the woollen manufac- 
tories from immediate destruction, But where, in the 
mean time, are the wool growers? 
millions of sheep, and their annual product of fifty mil- 
lions of pounds of wool, regarded as of sufficient import- 
ance to be sect down in connexion with ** some branch of 
industry?” 

Anc here, sir, let me ask why the committee have im- 
posed a tax of 17 or 18 per cent. on tea, which we have 
the authority of the President, in his annual message of 
1829, for saying is ‘* an article of necessity to all classes,” 
and which needs no protection, while they have brought 
down toa duty of 15 per cent. wool, which does not need 
it. Why, I ask, in the name of the wool growers every 
where, and especially in my own State, why was not this 
tea duty transferred to wool, where it might have the 


effect of saving millions of sheep from the knife, and| 


thousands of farmers from ruin? 


The whole amount of} ring the imputation of cowardice. 


that their interests shall be protected. We may break 
down the barriers, and let in the flood. Millions may be 
sacrificed, and thousands ruined. But the people cannot, 
I trust, be permanently blinded to their true interests; 
and if their power in this Government is to be any thing 
more than a name, those interests shall yet receive an am. 
ple and permanent protection. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, permit me to ask, and to 
press the inquiry, what reasons exist for the great and 
sudden change of policy which this bill contemplates 
Surely, sir, we cannot take this step without reasons the 
most urgent. ~Do they exist? Whatare they? Has the 
protecting system we have so long cherished, brought uss0 
near the verge of national ruin, that we should thus precipi- 
tate its destruction? Where are the evidences of general 
distress? Rather mayI not ask, where are not the evi- 
dences of general prosperity—a prosperity unexampled 
in the history of this, or any other country? Sir, | 
change should not be made without reasons, so strong, 
and so deeply fastened in the convictions of the people, 
as to find utterance here, through their primary assemblies. 
And have they thus spoken to us? Have even their re- 
presentatives risen up in their places here, and under- 
taken to speak for them? Whose voice has been hear! 


Are not the twenty/in an attempt to convince us that the protecting policy 


ought to be abandoned? Sir, it would seem that we are 
no longer to be reasoned with on this subject. But one 
of the States of this Union, while her representatives on 
this floor are silent, as if by instruction, places hersell 
upon her *‘ reserved rights;” and, instead of saying to us 
—you ought not to execute your protecting laws, says, In 
atone of proud and insulting defiance—you shall not! 
The question, then, and the only question for us to de- 
cide, is—shall we yield to this argument? 

It has been said, sir, that the Committee of Ways and 
Means, in reporting this bill, ‘‘ took counsel of their 
fears.”” In repelling this charge, I was glad to hear the 
honorable chairman of that committee do justice to the 
courage which dares to do.right, at the hazard of incur- 
Sir, Lam far from be- 


that duty, added to wool and woollens, would still leave] lieving that the committee yielded to any thing allied to 


them with less protection than this bill provides for iron, 
and sugar, and many other articles. And why this dis- 


personal fear. There isa just fear, a fear of inflicting 
injury on the country; and there is, too, a just price, 
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which, I think, the honorable chairman of the committee 
should have substituted for the ‘* false pride” which he 
imputed to those who refuse to act under the influence of 
menace. The ‘ fear” of the committee, and the ‘* pride” 
of others, Iam willing to believe, amount to the same 
thing, and resolve themselves at last into the question— 
what is, on the whole, best for the country now, and in 
all time? -This is the question for usto determine. Nei- 
ther personal pride, nor party pride, nor party purposes, 
should have any thing to do with it. This is the time to 
try our principles, to throw off the shackles of party, to 
cease from man worship, to look deliberately over the 
broad face of our country, with a just regard to the inte- 
rests of the whole and of every part, and with a delibe- 
rate view of all the consequences, near and remote, of our 
legislation. 

I must, Mr. Chairman, be permitted to express my re- 
gret that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Wiips] has, 
on this occasion, thought proper to invoke the spirit of 
party. After a significant appeal to the friends of ‘‘a 
certain distinguished individual” in the State of New York, 
to yield their support to this bill, he told them that ‘the 
question must be settled now, lest the power of settling 
it be placed in other hands.” Sir, I say, unhesitatingly, 
I care not who settles this question, provided it be settled 
right. And if I am asked who I believe will be most 
likely thus to settle it, I answer, the people. I protest 
against committing this patient to the charge of political 
doctors. Let it have the fostering care of its natural pa- 
rents, and it will be reared.up to maturity in sound and_| 
healthy proportions. Give it up to the doctors, and if it} 
survives their experiments, it will do it only to linger out} 
a miserable, rickety existence. For one, I am opposed} 
to political tariffs. Ifthe great interests involved in the 
protecting system are to be made the mere sport of par- 
ty, then shall I despair of its permanency. But, sir, I 
believe that, if we will permit the people to have a voice 
in this matter, they will settle it right. In their decision 
1 will cheerfully acquiesce. ‘They have reared up the 
protective system; and whenever they determine to give it 
up, and go hack to their former state of dependence, then, 
and not till then, will I consent to its abandonment. 

But, Mr. Chairman, suppose we do not pass this bill— 
whatthen? Why, Iam told we shall have a civil war, 
and a dissolution of the Union. Sir,I do not anticipate 
either of these consequences. By this I would not be 
understood to say that there may not be resistance to our 
laws, or that a single State may not secede. But I mean, 
that there will be no general war, nor any breaking up of 
this Union. Suppose a State should try the experiment 
of secession. ‘The entire Union is not thereby dissolved. 
The bond which holds the other twenty-three States to- 
gether, would not be severed—nor even weakened, ex- 
cept so faras the example of a single State might encou- 
rage others to rebellion. 

I know the idea has been industriously propagated, 
that we are about to make war upon South Carolina. And 
it is thus that the war spirit in that State has been blown | 
intoa flame. But, sir, who thinks of making war upon 
South Carolina? Certainly not the United States. Wel} 
have passed certain revenue laws, which extend to South | 
Carolina, in common with all the other States of the 
Union. Instead of making war upon that State, we shall 
calmly set about devising the means of collecting the re- 
venue. And in doing this, we shall go forward, with the 
decision, and moderation, and firmness of conscious 
strength and justice; so providing for the enforcement of 
our laws, as to collect the revenue beyond the reach of| 
any force, but such as shall assume an attitude of direct | 
and active hostility. Will South Carolina assume such an 
attitude? Will she attack usin our defences? Will she} 
attempt to drive us from our fortificati: 
our naval power? Le 





thertry it! Sir, let her try it! ! 
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But she has said she will secede, declare herself inde- 
pendent, and form a new Government. And suppose she 
does. Shall we then make war upon her? I answer, 
unhesitatingly, No. But what shall we do? Why, sir, 
while South Carolina is forming a Government, we shall 
be collecting our revenuer But will South Carolina ac- 
tually rush upon the alternative of throwing off her alle- 
giance, and putting forth a declaration of independence? 
Independence! Has she weighed the import of that 
word? Sir, it is one thing to make the threat, but a 
very different thing to execute it; one thing to dream of 
leaping from the precipice, but quite another to plunge, 
with open eyes, into the fathomless abyss. 

But, if she shall be mad enough to do it, what then? 
Why, the people of South Carolina will then begin to 
understand what independence means.” They will then 
come to feel its benefits. The forbidden fruit; now fair 
to look upon, will have been tasted; and the eyes of that 
people will be opened; I need not finish the compari- 
son. South Carolina has been deceived—deluded: and, 
perhaps, there is no other way to dispel that delusion 
than to let her grasp the object of her pursuit. Sir, the 
delusion must be, will be dispelled. The bare majority 
which now rules the State with a rod of iron, cannot re- 
tain its power. Her Government will be placed in other 
hands; and South Carolina will come back to the fold 
again. But itis hardly necessary for me to say that, to 
secure this result, your measures, and their execution, 
must be marked with a mild, prudent, steady, unflinch- 
ing firmness. Sir, decide without wavering. Go steadi- 
ly and fearlessly forward, and leave the event, where you 
should leave every thing, in the hands of Him ** whose 
path is the great waters, and whose footsteps are not 
known.” 

But I am asked, do you support this administration? 
How, says the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Wrxpz,] 
will these new allies look at each other when they sud- 
denly find themselves in fraternal embrace? 

Mr. Chairman, I have opposed the administration of 
Andrew Jackson; and the world knows the ground of 
that opposition. I now support-it in the doctrines it 
avows, and the measures it recommends, with regard to 
South Carolina; and the world shall know the grounds of 
that support. My opposition and my support are both 
founded on the same general principles. The leading 
measures which I have opposed, I believed, and still be- 
lieve, were, and are insidiously undermining the consti- 
tution. But against the very pillars of that constitution 
has South Carolina blindly placed her hands, and threat- 
ened its utter prostration. And when the Chief Magis- 
trate asks my feeble aid to save the constitution, thus 
assailed, he shall have it. I am not at liberty to refuse it. 
I will not refuse it. I go, sir, for the constitution. The 
gentleman from Georgia taunts us with “giving in our 
adhesion,” as though there could be no support given to 
a measure of the administration, without going over to it, 
body andsoul. I beg permission to assure the gentleman 
that I can give in no such adhesion to any administration. 
The ‘right or wrong” maxim I can apply to nothirg but 
my country. 

jut, Mr. Chairman, we are told that the whole South 


| *} . . Me ° . . ° 
{will be united with Carolina in the resistance which she 


threatens. Sir, Ido not believe it. There is too much 
sound sense and patriotic feeling to permit it. Lf, indeed, 
the people of the South could become converts to the 
opinions of the gentleman from Georgia, they might re- 
sist. If they could see the analogy which he sees, 
between the measures of which Carolina complains, and 
the grinding oppressions which produced our declaration 
of independence, they might resist, even to blood. But, 
sir, I must be permitted to think better of their: intelli- 

id not be utterly con- 
' ty 


i, inanattempt soberly to draw up a declaration of 
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Southern independence, with a recital, in substance, of 


the causes set forth in the preamble to the declaration 
of 1776? 

But let us consider, a little more particularly, the pro- 
babilities of a Southern Union te resist the laws and 
overturn the Government. 

Iam not aware that any one has ever undertaken to 
place the right of secession, or nullification, upon slighter 
ground than that of a ‘‘deliberate, palpable, and danger- 
ous violation of the constitution;” not an infraction which 
is to be proved by hair-splitting, but one that is delibe- 
rate, palpable, and dangerous. Now, sir, what is the 
pretended violation of the constitution in the present 
case? The exercise of a power to regulate commerce, 
so as to give encouragement and protection to domestic 
industry; a power which, as I have before observed, was 
distinctly claimed and exercised by the first Congress, 
and which has received the explicit sanction of every 
President, and of almost every Congress, from that time 
to this; a power, whose existence has not, in fact, been 
so much as questioned until within the last ten years. 
Such is the power whose exercise is now to be treated as 
a violation of the constitution, so palpable and dangerous 
as to justify nullification and secession; in fact, revolu- 
tion. What a severe reproach is this upon the illustrious 
men who passed from the convention, that formed. the 
constitution, into the first Congress; upon all our chief 
magistrates, and upon the whole country, including its 
most distinguished statesmen, of every political faith. It 
is against this overwhelming current of authority that 
South Carolina stands up, buckles.on her armor, and 
calls upon the whole South tosustain her! Will she, can 
she, be sustained? 

But there will, we are told, be a strong sympathy in 
the cause of South Carolina, oppressed South Carolina. 
How is that sympathy to be excited? By what means is 


the flame, which has been kindled in that State, to be 


spread throughout the Southern section of the Union? Is 
it expected that the theory that exports pay the duties, is 
to bewilder the whole South, as it has a majority of the 
people in Carolina? Sir, this delusion has had its day, 
and met with the fate of thousands which have gune be- 
fore it. It has, indeed, done its work in South Carolina; 
but that it is capable of so perverting the judgment, and 
exciting the passions of the great mass of the Southern 
population, as to bring them up to the point of revolu- 
tion, I am not prepared to believe. 

If, sir, we will dismiss unmanly apprehension, and look 
at this subject coolly, 1 think we shall be slow in coming 
to the conclusion to which some alarmists would carry us. 
By what process, let me ask, are the Southern States to 
arrive at the fatal point of dissolving this Union? By 
none, certainly, which will not include the agency of 
State conventions. Now, let me suppose a convention 
to be called, for example, in Virginia. J am not at liber- 
ty to suppose that it will come to the resolution of seced- 
ing, without ample discussion and patient deliberation. 
And how may we suppose the friends of Union would 
meet the proposition to unite with South Carolina in re- 
sisting the laws and dissolving the Union? Would they 
not press, with irresistible force, the fact, that South Ca- 
rolina had unnecessarily precipitated this crisis? that she 
had assumed an attitude of armed resistance at the mo- 
ment of relief from a considerable portion of her alleged 
burdens? Sir, do you believe that Virginia is going to 
join in rebellion at the moment of experiencing the bene- 
fits of the law of last July, which abolishes the minimum 
valuation of woollens, of which she has complained, an¢ 
admits nearly the entire consumption of her negro popu- 
lation almost free of duty? Did the law which, besides 
embracing these provisions, made Jarge reductions* on 


"Averaging about 50 per cent. 
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nearly fifty protected articles, which enter more or less 
into the consumption of the South, evince no disposition 
to listen to its complaints? 

It is true that law did not surrender the principle of 
protection. But is Virginia prepared to demand that sur. 
render at the point of the bayonet? Impossible! She 
cannot become so infatuated as to forget the origin ang 
history of the protective policy. She cannot, if she 
would, obliterate from the records of that history the votes 
and opinions of her most distinguished statesmen. | will 
not repeat the abundant evidence which has been brought 
forward on this point. But I will ask the indulgence of 
the committee while J advert to one piece of testimony, 
which has not, I believe, been alluded to in this discus. 
sion. Onthe 7th of June, 1809, the following resoly. 
tion was adopted by the House of Representatives of the 
United States: 

‘* Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be (i. 
rected to prepare and report to this House, at their next 
session, a plan for the application of such means as are 
within the power of Congress, for the purpose of pro- 
tecting aa fostering the manufactures of the United 
States; together with a statement of the several manufac. 
turing establishments which have been commenced; the 
progress which has been made in them, and the succes 
with which they have been attended; and such other ii 
formation as, in the opinion of the Secretary, may be 
material in exhibiting a general view of the manufactures 
of the United States.” 

Upon this resolution for *‘ protecting and fostering tlie 
manufactures of the United States,” the votes of the four 
Southern Atlantic States, in this body, stood as follows 
Virginia, yeas 12, nay 9; North Carolina, yeas 8, nays 3; 
South Carolina, yeas 6, nay 1; Georgia, yea 1, nays 3 
Total, yeas 27, nays 16. 

This resolution, I need hardly say, ig in perfect accord. 
ance with the general current of public opinion at the 
South during the first thirty years of this Government; 
with the recommendation of ‘* protecting duties and pro- 
hibitions,” by Mr. Jefferson; and the subsequent recon- 
mendation of manufactures by Mr. Madison, to * the 
prompt and constant guardianship of Congress;” and le! 
me add, has been, since, most fully and unequivocally 
sustained by a distinguished son of South Carolina, who 
is, at this moment, pressing opposition to the protecting 
system, to the fearful alternative of its total abandonment, 
or adissolution of the Union. Permit me, sir, to trouble 
the committee with a few extracts from his recorded 
opinions on this subject. In his speech on the tariff bill 
of 1816, Mr. Calhoun said: 

‘* What is more necessary to the defence of a country 
than its currency and finance? Circumstanced as our 
country is, can these stand the shock of war? Behold 
the effect of the late waron them. When our manufac- 
tures are grown to a certain perfection, as they soon will, 
under the fostering care of Government, we will no longer 
experience these evils. The farmer will find a reac) 
market for his surplus produce; and, what is almost 0! 
equal consequence, a certain and cheap supply of all lis 
wants.” ° e ° * . . 

** To this distressing state of things there are two re 
medies, and only two; one in our power, immediate’), 
the other requiring much time and exertion, but boti 
constituting, in his opinion, the essential policy of this 
country; he meant the navy and domestic manufactures. 
Ry the former, we could open the way to our markets; 
by the latter, we bring them from beyond the ocean, and 
naturalize them in our own soil.” 

‘*Manufactures produce an interest strictly American 
as much so as agriculture. In this it had the decided ad- 
vantage of commerce and navigation; and the country 
will, from it, derive much advantage. It is calculated to 
bind together more closely our widely spread republic 
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it will greatly increase our mutual dependence and inter-! may w 


course, and will, aya necessary consequence, excite an 
increased attention to internal improvement, a subject 
every way so intimately connected with the ultimate at- 
tainment of national strength, and the perfection of our 
political institutions. He regarded the fact that it would 
make the parts adhere more closely, and that it would 
form a new and most powerful cement, as far outweigh- 
ing any political objections that might be urged against 
the system.” 

‘*In regard to the question how far manufactures ought 
to be fostered, Mr. C. said that it was the duty of this 
country, as a means of defence, to encourage the domes- 
tic industry of the country; more especially that part of 
it which provides the necessary materials for clothing and 
defence. * * * The question relating to manufac- 
tures must not depend on the abstract principle that in- 
dustry, left to pursue its own course, will find, in its own 
interest, all the encouragement that is necessary.” 

I might multiply extracts of the same import, but I for- 
bear. Suffer me, however, to advert for a moment to 
the opinions of another distinguished statesman of South 
Carolina, now on this floor,* in regard to the right of 
nullification. They are embraced in a series of numbers 
published in 1821, and accompanied by the explicit re- 
commendation of another distinguished individual, who 
is now President of the nullifying convention.{ I will 
detain the committee with but two or three extracts: 

‘* The General Government is truly the Government of 
the whole people, asa State Government is of a part of 
the people. Its constitution, in the language of its pre- 
amble, was ordained and established by the people of the 
United States.” 

‘A man who will contend that our Government is a 
confederacy of independent States, whose independent 
sovereignty was never, in any degree, renounced, and 
that it may be controlled or annulled at the will of the 
several independent States or sovereignties, can scarcely 
be regarded as belonging to the present generation. The 
several independent sovereign States control the General 
Government! ‘This is anarchy itself.” 

‘* The States, as political bodies, have no original inhe- 
rent rights. That they have such rights, isa false, dan- 
gerous, and anti-republican assumption, which lurks at 
the bottom of all the reasoning in favor of State rights.” 

** If, after the National Judiciary have solemnly affirmed 
the constitutionality of a jaw, it is still to be resisted by! 
the State rulers, the constitution is, literally, at_an end; 
a revolution of the Government is already accomplished; 
and anarchy waves its horrid sceptre over the broken 
altars of this happy Union.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, permit me to return to the sup- 
posed Virginia convention, and ask if it be possible that 
itcan breast this current of Southern acts and Southern 
opinions, and solemnly decide that the laws shall be re- 
sisted, and the Union dissolved, upon the assumption that 
a protecting tariff is palpably unconstitutional. Sir, the 
thing isimpossible. Justice, honor, consistency-~all for- 
bid it. Should Virginia do it, the very marble which 
bears the images of her illustrious dead, would break 
forth in indignant rebuke of her madness. Such mad- 
ness, I know, exists in Virginia as well as Carolina. But 
that it can ever take possession of a majority of her states- 
men, or her people, I will not admit to be possible. 

But suppose I am mistaken; and that Virginia, disre- 
garding the opinions of those she has been accustomed 
to reverence, and reckless of her own consistency, 
should seem ready to take the fatal step. Is there no 
other obstacle? Are there not peculiar hazards to be en- 
countered in Virginia, as well as in all the South, which 
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ell make the stoutest hearts tremble 
of our afms the only power to be feared? 

But, sir, there are other reasons why this Union will 
not be dissolved. There is, after all, every where, a deep 
and pervading conviction of its inestimable value. There 
may be moments of madness, indeed, when this convic- 
tion may almost cease to exert its power. The surface 
of the waters may be, for a while, disturbed by the tem- 
pests of passion. But the fountains of the great deep 
are not so easily broken up. There exists beneath the 
troubled surface a strong and steady current of patriotic 
feeling—of attachment to the Union: an attachment 
strengthened by a recollection of common dangers and 
sufferings, and a conscious enjoyment of common bless- 
ings, too precious to be lightly put at hazard. Ido not, 
for I need not dwell upon the power of this Govern- 
ment to overcome resistance to its laws. That power 
exists. It can, and must, and will be exerted, in the last 
resort. Its existence or its capacity need not, however, 
be vaunted in this argument. But there is a moral power 
in the sound intelligence and sober judgment of this great 
community, which is more formidable than an army with 
banners. It finds no place, indeed, in the battle field, 
amid the strife of arms, and the fiercer strife of human 
passions. But it enters the abodes of peace. Its whis- 
pers are heard upon the midnight pillow. It penetrates 
the secret chambers of the soul. It takes hold of the con- 
science— moulds the judgment—subdues the heart. And 
may we not hope that Carolina, even Carolina, will yet 
be redeemed, regenerated, and disenthralled, by its re- 
sistless power? 

A few words, Mr. Chairman, upon the consequences 
of yielding to the menaces of South Carolina. 

In the first place, sir, it is surrendering the protecting 
system; and this, not altogether by the reductions of du- 
ties for which this bill provides, but by the power which 
the act of submission gives to nullification to control all 
future legislation on this subject. 

But the protecting system is not the only sacrifice. We 
yield something of more value than the tanff. We, in 
effect, sanction a principle, whose inevitable tendency 
is to work an entire change in the character of this Go- 
vernment, to subvert its very foundations, and prostrate 
it at the feet of unlimited State sovereignty. I will not, 
on this occasion, and especially at this late hour, detain 
the committee with an attempt to go over the broad field 
of discussion which this subject presents. But with your 
permission, sir, I will suggest, very briefly, one or two 
views connected with it. 

The great principle which lies at the foundation of all 
our political institutions is, that the people are sovereign 
—that is, that they possess, individually, the right of self- 
government. Now, it is contended that the constitution 
of the United States is the creature of this original, indi. 
vidual sovereignty, and not of State sovereignty. What, 
sir, is State sovereignty? It consists, essentially, in the 
right of a community, associated for the purposes of go- 
vernment, to make laws which shall bind every member 
of that community. This right has no existence, antece- 
dently to the act of association. It is a corporate right, 
derived through, and entirely dependent upon, the con- 
stitution. Without the existence of such constitution, in 
some form, there can, indeed, be no such thing asa State, 
or State sovereignty; and no act can be regarded as ema- 
nating from that source, which is not done under, or in 
virtue of such constitution. 

Now, no State constitution conferred, either on the 
Government, or the people of any State, the right of or- 
daining and establishing the constitution of the United 
States. The act of doing this was, from its nature, an 
act of primary sovereignty--the same as that by which 
the people originally formed the State constitutions, and 

constituted the State sovereignties. Instead of being 
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them; being a resumption, by the people, of a portion 
of the powers which, in virtue of those constitutions, had 
entered into, and made part of the State sovereignties. 
It was, therefore, in the highest sense, the act of ‘*the 
people.” And in performing it, moreover, the minority 
were not, asin the case ofan act done for State purposes, 
in pursuance of a State constitution, necessarily bound by 
the decision of the majority. There was no existing ob- 
ligation to that effect. In reference to this investment 
of power, their assent—the basis of free Government— 
had been neither expressed in the State constitutions, nor 
implied in their acquiescence in them, because those con- 
stitutions contemplated no such investment. 

Looking, then, at the origin, only, of the constitution 
of the United States, it would seem to be, in the high- 
est sense, a popular Government, and not a league of 
sovereign States. But the correctness of this position, 
it seems to me, is rendered still more apparent, by a 
reference to the nature of the powers conferred by that 
constitution. The ‘‘ people of the United States,” by 
that instrument, vested legislative power in a Senate and 
House of Representatives; executive power in a Presi- 
dent; and judicial power in a Supreme Court. Now, do 
not these powers appropriately, and exclusively, belong 
to any Government, in the popular acceptation of that 
term’ Who ever heard of a league between sovereign 
States, which made provision for the exercise of such 
powers in such terms? The constitution is, moreover, 
im respect to the distribution of these powers, and the 
terms ir, which they are described, in precise analogy 
to the State constitutions; and, to the extent of the ob- 
jects in regard to which it is provided they shall be exer- 
cised, are of precisely the same nature, and bear to each 
other the same relation. 

Without examining further the question whether these 
powers were conferred by the people in their original 
sovereign capacity, or by the States, it is sufficient to say, 
that if the constitution, which provides for their exercise, 
has any binding force, and the grant of them any intelli- 
gible meaning, they must, of necessity, be supreme. The 
constitution expressly provides that ‘this constitution, 
and the laws made in pursuance thereof, shall be the su- 
preme law of the land, any thing in the laws of any State 
to the contrary notwithstanding.” ‘To maintain that the 
laws of the United States are supreme, the laws of any 
State to the contrary notwithstanding, and yet that they 
may be controlled and nullified by ‘*any State,” is a pal- 
pable absurdity. They are, in fact, supreme, the laws of 
all the States to the contrary notwithstanding. The con- 
current enactments of every Legisleture in the Union 
cannot make them void. The power that made them can 
alone unmake them. 

It is assumed, however, that certain pretended laws are 
not laws, because not made in pursuance of the constitu- 
tion; and that, therefore, a State may declare them void 
and resist them. But who is to give to that assumption 
the force of authority? In other words, how is it to be 
rendered legally or constitutionally certain that what is 
assumed to be true is true? Until that certainty is pro- 
duced, it remains a mere assumption, to which no more 
importance is to be attached, when made by a State, than 
when made by an individual. Whose decision, then, is 
to give authoritative certainty to the assumption? Obvi- 
ously, the right to make such decision can exist—except 
upon the ground of revolution—nowhere but with the 
power, wherever it be, which gave existence to the con- 
stitution. The supremacy of the laws made under it, 
would be but a mere shadow, if either a single individual 
or a single State possessed the right to deny their autho- 
rity, and obstruct their execution. If ‘*the people of the 
United States,” who ordained and established the consti- 
tution, had provided no tribunal which could, in the 
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exercise of its appropriate functions, decide upon the ya- 
lidity of the questioned enactment, then must it, of ne. 
cessity, stand as law, until they decide that it exceeds the 
powers conferred by them. Such tribunal, however, 
they have provided. The constitution vests ‘the judi- 
cial power of the United States in one Supreme Court, 
and in such inferior courts as Congress may, from time 
to time, ordain and establish.” Now is it not an essentia| 
attribute of judicial power, that its decisions are final, and 
conclusive to the full extent of its jurisdiction’ Does it 
not cease to be a judicial power the moment it ceases {o 
possess the right of determining and settling what the Jay 
is? Is it credible that, if the framers of the constitution 
had intended that this ordinary judicial prerogative should 
be restricted, they would not have perceived the necessity 
of expressly imposing such restriction? Having failed to 
do this, by what authority can we define judicial power to 
mean one thing in the constitution of the United States, 
and another and a very different thing in the State cc 

stitutions? 

Such, then, being the nature of the judicial power in 
question, and the constitution having provided that it 
**shall extend to all cases in law and equity, arising 
under the constitution, the laws of the United States, 
and treaties made under their authority,” the question 
arises—does the same constitution either confer upon, 
or admit to exist in, every State in the Union, the same 
power? If it does, then are we involved in the absurd 
of having cotemporaneous and authoritative decisions o/ 
a precisely opposite character; and which, instead of 
sustaining, or nullifying the law, would only nullify each 
other. 

The truth is, the judiciary is, in this Government, what 
it is in State Governments—a constituent branch of the 
supreme power. ‘There may be a league, but there can 
be no Government, acting as does this, upon individuals, 
without it, existing either in a separate department, or 
united with some other. If, then, a State may nullity the 
laws, it may nullify the decisions of the judiciary upon 
them, and, by necessary consequence, the judiciary itself 
—and, of course, the Government. The supreme power, 
instead of being in the United States, will be in each and 
every one of the twenty-four States; while the nullifying 
ordinance of a single State will become the ‘supreme 
law of the land,” instead of the constitution of the | 
ed States, and the laws enacted by its Legislature, and 
expounded by its judiciary. If this is not what I have 
asserted nullification to be, a subversion of the Gover 
ment, then has revolution no meaning and no power 

Mr. Chairman, will you sanction a doctrine fraugl 
with such consequences’? Better, far better, yield tot 
| power of an ordinary insurrection. In that case, inc 
you submit to force; but in this, you add to that submi 
ion the sanction of a principle which will, hencefort), 
| form a fixed rallying point for revolutionary efforts. You, 
|in fact, legalize rebellion, under the deceptive and dang 
| Os guise of State authority, and incorporate in your ver) 
|constitution the absurd and impracticable principle that 
!a minority shall govern. 

Such, sir, must be the consequences of the passage 0! 
\this bill, or of any bill, under circumstances which will 
| compel the judgment of the world to pronounce it an act 
of submission to South Carolina. Ifthe protecting policy 
\is, indeed, wrong, abandon it. If your laws are so framed 
as to make its operations unequal, alter them. If your 
revenue must be reduced, reduce it. And if that reduc 
,tion must necessarily impair protection, impair it. But 
yield to no nullifying threats, unless you intend to arm 
nullification with tenfold energy; unless you are prepared 
|to change the whole structure and action of this Gover? 
ment, to see it divested of its moral power, and becom 
the scorn and derision of the world. 

But, Mr. Chairman, will our yielding to the menace o! 
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South Carolina, and passing this bill, settle this vexed 
question. We may, indeed, procure by it a temporary 
peace. South Carolina will, of course, be quiet, if we 
yield to her demands. But is this such an adjustment of 
the question of protection as will permanently satisfy the 
great body of the people of the United States? Gentle- 
men talk of the passage of this bill as a compromise, 
which is to settle the question and give quiet to the coun- 
trv. Now, sir, who ever heard of a compromise when 
one of the parties was mite? And what do we hear from 
South Carolina? Who has spoken for her on this floor? 
Who of her delegation here has condescended to tell us 
that this bill will satisfy her?—that she will not, in fact, 
make its passage the occasion of urging demands of a still 
more humiliating character? She nullifies our laws; ar- 
rays her whole military,strength to resist them; demands 
the entire and unqualified abandonment of the protecting 
system; and, in a tone of proud and insulting defiance, 
says that if we will comply with her demands, ‘*in due 
time,” and with a ** becoming spirit,’ she will be satisfied. 
seyond this, she is silent! And yet this bill, instead of 
being called by its right name—a surrender at discretion 
—is denominated a compromise! 

But, sir, if South Carolina should consent to accept of 
this, and make it a compromise, would it settle the ques- 
tion’? Do gentlemen believe that an arrangement forced | 
upon us, extorted by insulting menace, can be perma- 
nent? Does not all history admonish us that it will be- 
come the prolific parent of future contentions? Sir, 
nothing but a free expression of the public sentiment, 
resulting from a deliberate examination by the people of 
the protecting policy, can really settle this question. It 
is utterly inconsistent with the genius of our Government 
that it should. ‘The carrying, by a ruse de guerre, a mea- 
sure affecting, so vitally as this does, the interests of the 
great body of the people, though it may serve a momen- 
tary purpose, cannot, will not satisfy them, unless they are 
prepared to abandon their high prerogative of governing, 
and submit to be governed. No, sir; if we really desire} 
to have this question settled, we shall at once dismiss the | 
consideration of this bill, and submit the whole to the} 
judgment of the people. There will be ample time for | 
them to deliberate, and full opportunity to exert their in-| 
fluence upon the councils of our successors. I am not} 
afraid of their decision. Various causes may, indeed, | 
contribute to make it what I should not altogether desire. 
But the decision, whatever it may be, will be their deci- 
sion. They have a right to make it. Their interests are 
to be affected by it, either for good or for evil; and with | 
it, if we will give them an opportunity of deliberating | 
and acting like freemen, they will be satisfied. 

Mr. S., after the expiration of the first hour of his} 
speech, gave way toa motion by Mr. Pearce that the 
committee rise: Yeas 40, nays 53. 

There being no quorum, the committee rose, and re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

The SPEAKER, having counted the members present, 
announced that a quorum was then in attendance, when 
Mr. Waywe resumed the chair in committee. 

Mr. PEARCE now renewed the motion that the com- 
mttee rise, which was negatived: Yeas 46, nays 68. 

Mr. SLADE then resumed his remarks, and, after 
speaking an hour and a quarter, he gave way toa motion 
by Mr. Hizsrer that the committee rise, which was ne- | 
tived: Yeas 45, nays 72. 

Mr. SLADE then continued and concluded his remarks 
a quarter before 8 o’clock, having occupied the floor 
nearly five hours. 

Mr. 1. C. BATES then rose, and said: The question 
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cut, [Mr. Huntineton,] to strike the whole duties on tea 
and coffee fro: the bill, he regarded as testing the pre- 
servation of the protective policy-—a question of the 
utmost consequence, on which, notwithstanding the in- 
firm state of his health, he should feel bound to offer 
some suggestions. 

The question was then stated, on the motion of Mr. 
VERPLANCK, to strike out ten cents per pound on green 
teas, five on Souchong and other black, and three on Bo- 
hea, and insert five cents on green teas, three on Sou- 
chong and other black, and one anda half on Bohea; 
which was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. BATES then moved that the committee rise, which 
was carried: Yeas 64, nays 60. 

The House then, at half past 8 o’clock, adjourned. 


Wepnespay, January 30. 


Mr. ADAMS presented to the House a memorial and 
sundry resolutions from the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
strongly expressive of its dissent to the passage of the bill 
before the House to reduce the tariff. 

The memorial was read, and referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 


NEW YORK CONVENTION MEMORIAL. 


Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Srzaxer whether he had 
received a memorial addressed to the House by the tariff 
convention of New York, with a request to present it. 

The SPEAKER replying in the affirmative, 

Mr. ADAMS asked the consent of the House that it 
might be presented. 

The House having assented, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a memorial from 
a permanent committee appointed by the New York Ta- 
riff Convention in opposition to the same bill. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the memorial. 

This was objected to by Mr. WILDE and Mr. CLAY- 
TON, of Georgia; but the CHAIR decided it to be right, 
and the memorial was read accordingly, at the Clerk’s 
table. 

The reading having proceeded some time, the further 
reading was, on motion of Mr. ADAMS, dispensed with; 
and the memorial was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

At a subsequent point of the morning business, 

Mr. WILDE moved to reconsider this vote of refer- 
ence, so far as it included not only the resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Massachusetts Legislature, but also the report 
of the convention who had draughted those resolutions. 
He perceived that, in that report, the Committee of Ways 
and Means were charged with having reported a bill as 
one thing, which they knew perfectly to be, in reality, 
another thing, and a very different thing. 

The further discussion of this motion was cut off, for 
to-day, by the expiration of the hour assigned to resolu- 
tions. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day, 
and resumed the consideration of the 


TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. BATES, of Massachusetts, who had the floor, gave 
way, for a moment, to 

Mr. ADAMS, who gave notice that, after his friends 
had had opportunity to express their views respecting the 
bill, and to offer their respective amendments, he should 
move to strike out the enacting clause. 





immediately before the committee, the policy of reducing 
the duties on tea in the manner proposed by the chairman 


of the Committee of Ways and Means, he did not intend to} 


debate; but the motion of the gentleman from Connecti- 


Mr. BATES, of Massachusetts, then rose, and address 
ed the committee in opposition to the bill, as follows: 

I observed last evening, said Mr B., that I consider the 
question arising upon the motion of my friend from Con- 
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necticut, [Mr. Hunxtrxeron,] as a test question, decisive 
of the protective system, and of more importance, con-| 
sequently, than any question that has come before the | 
House, or is likely to come before it, a question of peace 
or war not excepted. It was on this account I was desi- 
rous of addressing the committee, at this stage, in the pro- 
Go of the bill. And while Iam up, I shall take the 
i 


berty to make a few remarks upon one or two measures|able than the weather, if not, in itself, more charging jp 


connected with the bill, upon the general tendency and| 
bearing of the bill, and its purpose and object. The lit-| 
tle health and strength which I bring into this cebate, 
will be a sufficient guaranty that I shall not detain the} 
committee long. 

When, during the last session, we were encountering | 
the cholera, and neglecting our own affairs and families 
to midsummer, I little thought that our attention would be 
so soon recalled to this angry and disturbing subject. 1 
should have thought that, in the transition from one con-| 
dition of things to another, in our financial affairs, by 
which great national interests are to be affected, any 
Government, deserving the name of a paternal Govern- 
ment, would have been content to feel its way, carefully | 
and cautiously, to see what those interests can bear, and 
not, by one audacious leap, put them all in jeopardy. 
The Committee of Ways and Means, however, have pre- 
sented this bill to us, and we must meet it as well as we 
can. Iam opposed to it in all its forms. I was opposed 
to the bill of 1832, because I thought it was not so good 
as it ought to have been. lam opposed to this, because 
it is incomparably worse than that. This, it seems to 
me, is ground broad enough, and firm enough, and open 
enough, for a man to stand erect upon, without being} 
subject to any injurious imputation. And while my friend 
from Maryland [Mr. Howarp} reverses by his vote to- 
day his decision of yesterday, nothing is more natural} 
than that the idea of inconsistency should be the first idea 
that should occur to him, he will permit me to express| 
my surprise that it is not the last he should wish to talk 
about. , 

The Committee of Ways and Means, when they pre- 
sented their bill, accompanied it with a report upon 
which it is founded, in which they sensibly and justly re- 
mark, that ‘‘it is vitally important to all engaged in any 
of those numerous commercial, manufacturing, or agri-} 
cultural enterprises, which are affected by changes in the 
rates of impost, now to know the intention and policy of 
this Government in regard to their several interests.” 
Now, sir, if there be any one point of policy upon which 
the intention of this Government had been indicated, more 
distinctly than upon any other, and upon every other, 
from the foundation of the Government down to the close 
of the war, it is this, that the agricultural, manufacturing, 
and navigating interests of the country are to be protect-| 
ed against the rivalry and competition of foreign nations. 
The last war put the country upon its resources, and de- 
veloped them, and was followed by the act of 1816, which 
was for the purpose of protecting the new creation of the 





jworse than error in legislation.” What a comment 


| policy of the Government should have a reach some 
what longer than a man’s arm, and that the great interest, 
of the country are not nimble, and cannot change thei: 
position oftener than the sun crosses the Tine. And if th¢ 


honorable chairman of that committee complains that }; 


bill fares worse at our hands than the weather did at the 


hands of Dean Swift, it is because his bill is more chang, 


its effect, and more chilling, malign, and deadly in its i: 


fluence. If we are to have a new system oftener thay 


twice a year, or at the commencement of every preside: 


tial term, we shall have systems enough, and we s\is!! 
| have nothing but systems. In this same paragraph the 


committee very justly remark again, * that uncertain’ 
this upon their bill!—the commentary of the committe: 
upon their own act! It was only six months from th 
time this bill was reported, nay, not so much, not six, thot 
you passed the act of 1832. How many voyages hiay 
been projected, and are in progress of execution, } 
much capital has been invested under the faith of that 
or how capital has been modified to accommodate itself 
that act, no man can tell. And now, as has been well 
marked, before the ink is dry upon the parchment of t 
act, ‘* before the funcral bake-mea‘s are cokl,” I will nut 
say you have committed murder and matrimony, or t 
you have committed the one that you might commit t 
other, or contract any unnatural or unhallowed alia: 
but you have reported this bill, which, if it has not | 
turpitude of murder in it, has death enough—de 
enough to satisfy the grave. You cannot produce an }: 
stance in the history of the deliberate legislation of 1! 
world to parallel this. In other countries, whatever con 
motions arise, and however stormy they are, the great i 


terests of the people are hekd steadily to one course, ant 


are comparatively but little affected by them. A Britis 


minister, who should present himself to the House of 


Commons in the attitude of the Committee of Ways 
Means to this House, would be found in the minority up: 
the first vote, unless the men of Lancashire should his; 
pen to be in the field, and then I suppose Parhan 
would have to give up. 

I desire to ask the chairman of the Committee of Wa 
and Means whether he does not call this ** uncertainty’ 
legislation. And if he does not, 1 will thank him, 
his philological knowledge, to tell me what uncerta 
stands for in his report. Sir, it is uncertainty with «1 
geance, and error too. 

I have said that there is death enough in this | 


death to the great interests of the country—and I will | 
ceed to show it. But it is not incumbent on the op; 


tion to the bill to show this. The committee who | 
pose the bill ought to show that it is consistent with, a 
promotive of, these interests, or it should have no frie) 
here. Have they shown it? No, sir, nor attempted 
for what they have done does not deserve to be dignifi 
with the name of an attempt. If they allege that th 
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war, and of the measures antecedent to it. That again! commission is financial, why, then, has not this bill bee: 
was followed by the act of 1818; then came the act of|sent to the Committee on Manufactures for their exan 
1824, then the act of 1828, and, finally, the act of 1832. | ination, report, and judgment upon it? Or why has 10 
By this act of 1832, it was established that the reve-|the progress of it been arrested until the evidence wh 
nue of the Government was to be reduced to the wants! was taken at the last session, at much expense, ci uld | 
of the Government; that it was to be derived from the du-| printed, that we might have the benefit of it?) Why \ 
ties imposed for protection, so far as those duties should | the bill urged on to its passage without even notice to thos 
be required for that purpose, and, therefore, you struck |intcrested in it, and to be affected by it, of its pendency 
from that bill the duty upon tea and coffee. Many who/I have many a constituent, who had rather be scours 
hear me, will recollect that the chief difficulty, if not the| at the post, or put ina pillory, or shut up ina jail, thon 
only one we had, was in the apportionment ef the duties. | that you should pass this bill, because, in the one case, ! 
The policy of the Government was not only thus establish-| alone would suffer, and, in the other, he and his fam 
ed by that act, but the intention of the Government was/ will be involved in a common ruin. It is no answer |! 
indicated in all the forms of legal enactment, sanctioned, | say that the people now have notice of the pendency 0! 
of course, by the President himself. The Committee of/the bill. The time that has been allowed them has be 
Ways and Means seem to forget that it is necessary the | extorted from the committee, and not conceded by then 
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The bill is founded ‘upon no petition or # sggieetion from 
the people. It springs from the brain of the committee, 
or the promptings of others than the people. I mistake; 
it is said there has been one petition from Pennsylvania— 
one leaf in the air showing which way the wind blows, 
and so near the branch--the discerpt branch--covered 
with its decaying leaves—as to leave no doubt whence it 
came from, and as little as to the purpose for which it is 
abroad. But I will proceed, notwithstanding, to make 
good my position, that this bill will be ruinous to some of 
the most important Interests of the country. 

I shall confine myself to two, in my remarks upon this 
occasion, availing myself of some other opportunity, if 
need be, to ask the attention of the committee te others. 
And yet I am not sure but I misjudge, and that the better 
Isucceed the more sure the bill will be to pass. If it 
were not known that there are such interests as those to 
which I allude, I would say to them as the Greek admi- 
ral said to his sailors when in a storm, they fell upon their 
knees, and went to calling upon their gods, ** Peace, you 
dogs, don’t let them know you are here.” Bion’s sailors, 
however, were wicked fellows; but these interests are| 
hard working, honest interests, entitled to the favor of the 
gods, even, unless they be remorseless gods, delighting | 
in human suffering. My first position, then, is, that this! 
bill will destroy the woollens manufacture. 

Mr. B. then siated that the duties upon woollen cloths 


follows: 
Before the last war the duty was 15 per cent. 
By the act of 1816, it was 25. 
of 1824, 354. 
of 1828, from 45 to 66, 90, and 112 
You imported in 1831, of,cloth of less value 
than 35 cents the square yard, to the 


per cent. 


amount of - - - $1,005,660} 
Sis 


Over 35 cents the square yard, - - 
Of blankets costing not over 75 cents, - 
costing over 75 cents, - - 


89. 3,023 > 
650,000 
650,000 


$8,198, 683 


Now note; by this bill the million of dollars worth of 
goods that were imported in 1831, paying a duty of from 
45 to 66 per cent., you admit at a ‘duty of five per cent. 
This is 20 per cent. less than the act’of 1816, and 10 per 
cent. less than the duty before the war. 

By this bill the near six millions of dollars worth of goods 
that were imported in 1831, paying a duty of from 45 to 
112 per cent., you admit at a duty of 20 per cent. This 
is five per cent. less than the act of 1816. 

The six hundred and fifty thousand dollars worth of 
blankets that were imported in 1831, at a duty of 35 per 
cent., you admit at a duty of five per cent. This is SO per) 
cent. lower than the act of 182 28, and ten per cent. lower 
than the duty was before the war. 

The six hundred and fifty thousand dollars worth, im-| 
ported at a duty of 35 per cent., you admit at a duty of) 
15 per cent. 

He then proceeded— 

Now, Mr. Chairman,'let it be remembered that these 
low duties of five per cent. and twenty per cent. 
valorem duties—that they are to be assessed upon the 

value of the cloth in the foreign market, without any ad- 
ditional duty upon the cost of importation; that in most) 
cases the value is to be fixed by the manufacturer, and| 


with reference to the custom-house in this country, these} 


goods being, toa great degree, shipped on his account; 
the difficulty, also, of detecting, with the best intentions} 
on the part of the custom-house officers, an under valua-) 
tion, and the committee will readily perceive that some- 
thing short of the duty of five or twenty per cent. will 
be paid for their entrance. Let it further be recollected 
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that, with the doen. which have hitherto menial this in- 
terest has all along struggled against deep depression. 
How, then, can it be deemed possible that it can bear up 
against this bill? It is out of the question. 

If it be said, then let it perish, permit me to remark, 
that the protection you have given it is not to be compar- 
ed to that which you have given to cotton and iron, in no- 
minal amount; and what you have given, did not begin to 
become effective until you had deducted therefrom the 
duties upon wool, dyestuffs, &c.; while from the protec- 
tion given to cotton and iron, no deduction was to be 
made--the whole duty was effective. 

But it has been stated that, under this bill, the reduc 
tion of duty upon wool, &c. will mitigate the severity of 
its operation upon the woollens manufacturer, and enable 
him to sustain himself. I deny that a reduction of duty 
upon wool ought to be made. We produced last year 
from fifty to sixty million pounds of wool. We imported 
only, of the finer quality, a little rising four million pounds. 

| By ‘this act you admit, free of duty, the coarser qualities 
pm wool. Now, I venture to say, that our domestic sup 
ply, with the foreign wool which will be imported free of 
| duty under this bill, will meet the demands of the manu- 
| facturer. Competition among the farmers will reduce 
the price of the article to the lowest point at which it can 
be produced; and that competition is now going on among 


,| the farmers of the different parts of the Union; and those 
that come into competition with our own, have been as! 


| who can produce the article the cheapest and dest, will 
| ultimately take to themselves the market. In this state 
| of things, to reduce the duty upon fine wool, as proposed, 
| would be an act of suicide, for which a man ought to be 
buried at the four corners, as unworthy of sepulture in a 
| christian cemetery. At any rate, it would be an act of 
| self-destruction, very unwise and very censurable. My 
| friend from Maryland [Mr. Howanp] was pleased to say 
that to put a duty upon wool and the woollens manufac- 
ture was absurd, and to protect both was impossible. 
And yet, in the course of his remarks, he labored to satis- 
fy the committee that there ought to be a duty upon the 
importation of raw cotton, while all admit that the cotton 
manufacture ought to be protected. Now, sir, in both 
cases the principle is the same precisely. The only dif- 
ference is, ths at the relative price of wool here, compared 
| with the price ubroad, is greater than the relative price 
of cotton here, compared with the price of cotton abroad. 
And if it be essential to our independence, or our pros- 
perity, to cherish the one or the other, it is equally im- 
portant that we should encourage the growth of the raw 
material, else in time of war the manufacture will be of 
no use to us, and in time of peace subject to many con- 
tingenc.e’. 

But allow to the manufacturer the full benefit of the 
reduction of the duty upon wool, and the other articles 
as proposed in the bill; then deduct from the twenty per 
cent. allowed by the bill, the duty on ten per cent. added 

las charges of importation under former acts; the increased 
price which, after all, he will be obliged to pay for his 
stock more than is paid for it by his competitor; the por- 
tion of duty which will be evaded at the custom-house; 
| and the excess of wages, especially for male labor, there 
will be little or nothing left for his protection. Why, sir, 
the twenty per cent., other things being equal, is not so 
much as the fluctuation of the market--the sea wall is not 
| so high as the tide rises. No man, therefore, will make 
| his garden by the side of it, for the very obvious reason 
he will have no security that he shall derive any benefit 
|from it. At twenty percent. the sweepings of the ware- 
|} houses and manufactories of Europe will be thrown in 
upon us; a surplus, whenever it occurs, will be sent hi- 
| ther, and sold for what it will fetch; goods will be consign- 
ed to this market, as the vicissitude or exigencies of trade 
may require, or as commercial or m: anufacturing rivalr Vv 
manufacturer will haye no security of 
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the market; capital will not be invested in this department 
of business, for it seeks safety, rather than excess of pro- 
fit. And I put it to the comi..!'tee, if, during the last 
year, with a specific duty of at least forty-five per cent., 
ranging upwards on the line of minimums, to a hundred 
and twelve per cent. you imported over eight millions of 
dollars worth of woollen goods’, what are we to hope 
from this bill, with an ad valorem duty of five per cent. 
on coarse cloths, and twenty per cent. on others, or any 
bill approximating tothis? There can be but one opinion 
about it, and yet there is no interest more essential in 
war as well as in peace than this--more essential to our 
independence or to our comfort. Hew was it during the 
revolution, when your army was in New Jersey, half 
naked, indicating the progress of their march by the 
blood from their fect? How was it in the last war, when 
you were obliged to dispense with your own laws in order 
to pay your annuities to the Indians, to keep the poor 
creatures from freezing* How was it with your own sol- 
diery? And yet, according to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, nothing is necessary in war but iron; neither 
money, nor national resources, which are the sinews of 
war. You have only to senda soldier into the field naked, 
or plant him on the northwest angle of a fort in a Decem- 
ber night, and put a cold iron in his hand, and that will 
keep him warm! I do the committee wrong; there is 
one other article: instead of a blanket, he is to take with 
him into the ficld a pot of coals! And these two articles, 
iron and coal, so far as I recollect, are the only articles 
protected as essential to our independence in time of 
war. 

My next position is, that the bill will destroy the wool 
grower. If the business of-the manufacturer fail, that 
of the wool grower fails of course; but in case the manu- 
facturer can survive the bill, the wool grower cannot. 

Before the last war wool was free of duty. 

By the act of 1816 it was 15 per cent. 

By the act of 1824 it was raised to 30 per cent. 

And by the act of 1028 to four cents specific on the 
pound, and 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

You imported, in 1831, of wool valued at less than 
eight cents, over a million pounds, and of wool valued at 
more than eight cents over four million pounds. 

By this bill the million that came in at a duty of 50 per 
cent. and four cents specific, is admitted free of duty; 15 
per cent. less than the duty of 1816. 

The four millions that came in paying a duty of 56 per 
cent. will be admitted at 15 per cent. 

Four million pounds of wool were imported during the 
last year, of the finer qualities, chiefly from Spain and 
Germany. It was clean wool, losing only from four to 
five per cent. in the perfect cleansing for the use of the 
manufacturer. It cost, asappears from the custom-house 
returns, a fraction over twenty-eight cents the pound. 
The charges of importation, as my commercial colleague 
tellsme, may be put down at four cents the pound, to 


which add the duty of 15 per cent. on the cost abroad, | 


making the price here about thirty-six cents the pound. 


the committee to explain. 
50. 


It is sufficient that the fact is 
Our flocks yield upon an average two and a half 


for the fleece. From this deduct 20 per cent. for cleans- 
ing to make it equal to the imported wool, for our habit 
is only to wash the sheep in brook water, and the fleece 
will lose from 20 to 30 per cent. in the process of cleans- 
ing at the manufactory, which will be eighteen cents, 
leaving seventy-two for the fleece. Now take into ac- 
count the value of these flocks, which in many instances 


cost the proprietors of them large sums, or make no ac-| 


count of it, and take into account only the expense of 
keeping winter and summer, of washing and shearing, of 
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|a fashionable theory that is now afloat in this country. | 


How this can be afforded so cheap, I shall not now detain | only allude to this subject, but cannot stop to pursut 


|twelve millions annually. 
pounds a head, which, at thirty-six cents, is ninety cents | 


|prietors of the woollen manufactures purchase and pa} 
| for more? 


| How are they to pay when you overthrow their estab! 





transporting the wool to market, and often of a commis- 





you take from them their employment, and leave 
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sion on the sale, you will scarcely have left of the fleec: 
enough to pay the expense of keeping during the sun, 
mer. ‘he mutton is no object. [am not therefore surpyis. 
ed that the honorable chairman should dislike to see }j, 
worthy colleague, [Mr. Roor,] at the head of the Ag, 
cultural Committee, driving down his flocks from t), 
Delaware mountains. And he will give me leave to add, 
that I think he will be quite as glad to see the flocks 
the proprietors of them will be to see him, afier the 
passage of this bill, unless he is more regardful of thei 
interest. 

One word now, Mr. Chairman, if you please, as to tie 
magnitude of these interests. The capital employed jy 
the woollens manufacture has been estimated, upon pret: 
correct data, to be forty millions. My colleague [\; 
Davis] showed, at the last session, that a dollar employ 
ed in the woollens manufacture gives employment to five 
dollars of agricultural capital; that is, to two hundred p 
lions. The sheep, upon an estimate in 1831, were twenty 
millions, producing fifty million pounds of wool. 1! cul 
annual product of this wool, as it comes from the hand 
of the manufacturer, is worth more than the entire co: 
ton crop of the country. Of this annual product, fi 
sixths are agricultural. It is at this interest this b 
strikes. I call upon the chairman of the Agricultur| 
Committee, and on the friends of agriculture, if it hi 
any friends here, to defend and protect it. 

What will be the effect of this bill, and the overthr 
of these interests?’ Upon the reduction of the reven 
to be accomplished by this bill, the Committee of W 
and Means, I will not say they break out in strains of po. 
triotic exultation, but they say, that **the people will hay 
all the necessaries and comforts and luxuries of life, a 
have them in greater abundance and of superior quality 
The farmer, instead of one coat, is to have two; instead 
of homespun, they are to be of British, or German, or 
French texture. ‘Instead of the thorn, is to spring uy 
the fir tree; and instead of the brier, the myrtle tre: 
The millennium of free trade is to come. But they con 
clude the paragraph in their report, to which I refer, by 
telling us that we shall have an increased importation a 
nually of from eight to twelve millions. Now, Mr. Cha 
man, I desire to propound to you the question, how 
we to pay for this increased importation, with diminisl 
means’ J know that the committee count upon thi 
duction of duties; but it will be perceived that the 
increased importation will far exceed any possible saving, 
from the nominal reduction of the duties. And let | 
remark further, that these duties, although in form, 
not, in fact, paid by the consumer, nor by the country 
but to a considerable extent are in effect paid by the ! 
reign producer, who is obliged to sell to us at a reduc 
price, in consequence of cur bigh duties, or he can 
sell at all. And so far as the reduction of duties 
enure to the benefit of the foreigner, it will be a loss to us 
This consideration enters deeply into the policy of deriv 
ing arevenue from impost, and has a direct bearing up 


Weare to have an increased importation, of from eight ! % 
How, with diminished means, Je * 
I repeat, are we to purchase and pay for it? Can thepro Be 


They are not generally men of wealth, but 
men of small means, who have some acquaintance wit! 
or skill in, the business, or capacity to superintend 


oe 


ments, and sink their fortunes, limited as they are, and 
turn them and their families upon the world? How are the 
operatives, many of whom are foreigners, and, with 10 
other business, are dependent, they and their families, po! 
their labor in this for support: how are they to pay when 


then 


— eo ole ee, eee. a ae 
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without'means? How are the hundred thousand females 
who are employed in these establishments, and who are 
neatly and prettily dressed, as they should be, and who 
have their muslins and silks, and a dress besides for an 
occasion, with many of the little ornaments and luxuries 
of the toilet, and which they wear without a blush, for 
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people that have once been enlightened and free, pros- 
perous and happy, beyond a certain point, without ignit- 
ing a mass, which you.¢.n no more control than you can 
the central fires that shake a continent to pieces. If you 
bring the free labor of this country into competition with 
the labor of other countries, one, and which I have no 






































» as certainly as effect follows cause, that we must work |time to meet your funded debt. 


they have earned them, in an humble occupation, I admit, | doubt, of these results will follow. 

but the one that Providence has assigned them, and one| And now, sir, permit me to inquire, why is this bill 
that brings no shame, and leaves no regret: how are they proposed for our adoption? If there was any great and 
to purchase and pay for more when they are thrown back | inevitable necessity for it, it might be borne as other evils 
upon the family mansion, where they are not wanted? are borne that cannot be avoided. I know the Committee 
How is the wool grower to purchase and pay when his|of Ways and Means say that the ‘act of 1832 will produce 
flocks are scattered, not upon the Delaware mountains, ja surplus revenue, and that this bill is necessary to reduce 
but upon the mountains of this bill—the dark mountains|it to the wants of the Government. But my friend from 
of perdition to them all? How are the farmers to pay|Connecticut, (Mr. Ixcrnsont,] in an argument which I 
when you throw back upon them the manufacturing po-| will not weaken by attempting to restate, and who is of 
pulation, and, instead of one producer of wheat, you have |the Committee of Ways and Means, and has given his 


' two; instead of one producer of butter and cheese, you|acute mind to the subject, has shown that the treasury is 
| have two; and so on through all the cepartments of agri-|now bankrupt, and will be on the Ist day of January, 


culture, when, with a greatly increased production, there] 1834, and on the Ist day of January, 1855. Andhe says 
will be a diminished demand for it? How is the owner/that the committee, in showing a surplus, have made two 
of navigation to purchase and pay for more, when, in-| false assumptions: first, that the bank stock will be cash in 
stead of freight for ten tons imported or transported for|hand to meet the fanded debt; and, secondly, that it is 
the use of the manufacturer, he shall receive freight for|bad policy to have in the treasury cash to meet the out- 
one ton in the form of a bale of goods? And when the /standing and unsatisfied appropriations of Congress. The 
country can neither purchase nor pay, I will thank the | funded debt of seven millions falls due next year and the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means to tell|/year after. And the committee assume that the bank 
me how]the cities are to do it. They cannot; none can| stock of seven millions will be in hand to meet the pay- 
purchase or pay but your men of salary, of capital, of}ment. Now, it will readily occur to you, that we may not 
bank stock. be able to sell our bank stock; or if to sell it, only ata 
This bill ought to be entitled ‘a bill of sale and trans-'loss. The bank may fail; for if, as intimated, by the ad- 
fer of the poor and middle classes to the rich.” And, | ministration, it be an unsafe place of deposite, the stock 
before it performs this ungracious office, it will perform |itself is unsafe. Your banking houses may be burned 
another still more so, that of depressing and annihilating} up; your vaults may be emptied bya thousand casualties. 
value. First, will come upon the country a pressure for | Disastrous vicissitudes in commerce may put it out of the 
money, and with it distress; and, if the importations con-| power of the debtors of the bank to pay. You may re- 
tinue, universal bankruptcy will follow. Mr. Chairman, |charter the bank and retain the stock; or you may incor- 
1am inflexibly hostile toany measure tending in the least | porate a new bank and transfer it. Congress may not 
degree to bring the free labor of this country into com-|authorize the sale of the stock, and Congress will not. 
petition with the labor of other countries. It will follow, | You cannot hope to be in funds from your bank stock in 
The committee might 
as cheap, live as cheap, and stoop as low as they do. I/as well say that we can sell our ships, or our forts, or our 
know well, that, for a time, the spirit of the freeman will| guns, or any other property we have, tomeet the funded 
give energy to the muscle of his arm, and he will strug-|debt, as to count upon asale of our bank stock for that 
gle hard to bear himself, and those that God has given|purpose. Nor is it bad policy to have in the treasury 
him, above this condition. But he will be obliged tojcash to the amount of the unsatisfied appropriations. In 
yield to the dominion of this ever-active cause, slowly and|the earlier history of our Government, when we were 
reluctantly [ admit, but yield he must. It may take a] poor, such was the invariable practice; and now we have 
great while, many generations perhaps, for moral changes | become rich, is it wise or statesmanlike for us to go upon 
are slow, to put out all the lights of knowledge, that are|our credit? Would it be deemed improper for a private 
now beaming from every cottage throughout our happy | gentleman to have in his pocket money to pay his debts, 
country, and refulgently and gloriously beaming; but|for which he was daily liable to be called upon, ‘al- 
one after another they will be extinguished, and with|though it was not usual for his creditor to call quite so 
them the beacon light of liberty to the other nations|}soon’” And can it be unstatesmanlike and unfinancial 
of the world. This bill takes a giant’s stride towards this|for the Government to do the like? But if it be proper 
result. The South will then find, too late for them and|for the Committee of Ways and Means to make both the 
for us, that they have lost the best customer they ever|assumptions they have done, is it so absolutely necessary 
had, and that it is the consumption of the North and East, | that you should sell your bank stock, or so obviously im- 
the means of which the protective system has furnished, | proper to have money in your treasury to pay your debts, 
that has enabled them to sell such an amount of their|as to lay the foundation of a necessity for this bill at this 
staples as they have sold. Or, sir, another alternative | time? 
will follow, to which I will butallude, lest what I may say} But if there be such necessity, which I deny, why is 
be subject to misconstruction. When the free people of|this bill reported in this form? I shall not go into the 
this country come to see how things are, by whom they |errors and inequalities of the bill in its apportionment of 
are, and wherefore they are, and to realize the downward | the duties among the d fferent protected articles. If we 
tendency, by feeling the effect of them, physical nature|can maintain the protective principle, I shall be content 
will make a throe and an effort to regain the height she |to trust to the honor, the justice, and the liberality of my 
has lost, and if she fails to do it, a storm will arise from | tariff friends to make such an apportionment of duties as 
the elements we are now compounding, and have been|the magnitude and condition of the different interests 
for years, of which no man who has been in this House, may require. After what was said by my friend from 
or acquainted with the public journals of the day, can be| Pennsylvania, over the way, [Mr. Mustensenc,) and 
ignorant, that will break somewhere, and spend itself} what fell from my friend near me, [Mr. Warmovuen,] I 
with desolating and terrific effect. You cannot depress a/have no misgivings upon the subject. 











it was spoken as 
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Pennsylvania should speak. If this system is to be main- 
tained, it must be as a whole in its symmetry and beauty. 
If it fail, there will be no one column, nor fragment of a 
column of the superstructure left to indicate the ruins. 
I cannot, however, but call the attention of the committee 
to one fact, not connected with the apportionment, but 
with the rule of apportionment, adopted by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. They tell us in their report, 
that they have arranged the duties in the bill, with the 
exception of the articles they name, from ten to twenty 
per cent., making the average duty to produce the reve- 
nue they desire, about eighteen per cent.; and they 
obligingly place the duty on woollens at the maximum 
duty of twenty percent. My friend from Coanecticut, 
[Mr. InexeRsoxt,] some two weeks since, stated to the 
committee that the average duty to produce the result 
desired, including the expenses of collection, was rising 
of twenty-five per cent. And if this be so, and the 
Committee of Ways and Means, in arranging the duties, 
have acted correctly upon their own principle, the bill is 
wrong throughout. How is this, sir? 
the Committee of Ways and Means, since the statement 
of this fact, has addressed the committee upon various 
other subjects, and said nothing upon this. His colleague 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grumone,] has also addressed 
the committee, without giving us any information upon 
this point. His other colleague from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Po.x,] merged himself entirely among the documents. 
And his other colleague still from Georgia, [Mr. Wixpg, ] 
wandered among the classics, and lost himself in his ad- 
miration of Lord North, in a speech, the political morality 
of which I do not understand, and which, if 1 know any 
thing of my neighbors in New York, they will understand 
as little as I do—aspeech partaking much more of the 
character of Sir Francis than of aChancellor of the Ex- 
chequer; but as perfectly English as the noble lord 
whom he eulogized. I call upon the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to inform us how this is. 
Isitas my friend alleges, or is it not? Have the com- 
mittee, in the construction of their bill, made a mistake in 
the average duty, of six or eight per cent.? After 
eighteen months’ attention to the subject, we have a right 
to be informed how the matter is, before we act upon it. 
No lubrication that can be given the bill, will induce the 
committee to swallow it with this error—this camel of an 
error, in it. My friend asserts, and will maintain, that 
there is this error in the bill. Will the chairman admit 
or deny it? I should like to hear from him in due time on 
this subject. 

This brings me to the point to which I wish more par- 
ticularly on this occasion to call the attention of the com- 
mittee, and to what I cunsider as the protective principle. 
And in the first place I admit, and, so far as 1 know, my 
tariff friends agree with me, that you may reduce the 
revenue tothe wants of the Government, and make the 
wants as limited or as liberal as you please. But we insist 
that the revenue shall be derived from duties imposed for 
the purpose of protecting the industry of the country, 
so far as that protection shall be needed. You claim by 
this bill a transfer of a portion of the duties from the pro- 
tected to the unprotected articles, tea and coffee, which 
involves an abandonment of the principle on our part. 
The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Witpe] puts it dis- 
tinctly on this ground, and says ‘*he shall vote against 
the bill” if this provision in it be rejected, showing that 
the reduction of the revenue is not the object, but the 
surrendry of a principle. We claim it, because, when 
the revenue is derived from duties on protected articles, 
we gain not only the revenue, but a resulting benefit to 
the industry of the people; and if it be derived from 
duties on unprotected articles, we get only the revenue 
and lose the resulting good. It is not pretended this 
transfer of duties from the protected to the unprotected 
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articles will afford any relief to the South; and after the 
intellectual and annihilating speech of my friend from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vinrox,] no one can believe that the Sout) 
is disproportionally taxed. Far otherwise. Nor will jt 
satisfy the South. No one tells us that it will. Why they 
is it found in the bill? 1 will tell you, sir; it is as the 
admission of a principle which the South will hereafie; 
assert; and they will then say that upon this occasion, jy 
tender consideration of the state of our manufactures and 
iof our home industry, they only asserted, but did not ey. 
force it. It is that it may be used asa fulcrum to the 
|lever by which they intend to overthrow the system; as , 
j\temple step to their divinity of free trade. 1 therefor 
call upon my tariff friends to take a decided stand against 
it, shoulder to shoulder, in the confidence that we aye 
jright, that the ground we take is defensible, and that tlie 
|people will sustain us. We ought not, we may not, and 
|cannot recede from it, without bringing into question and 
endangering the whole protective system. Here, there. 
fore, | repeat, we ought to take our stand and maintain jt 


The chairman of|immoveably, influenced by no entreaty, and awed by ) 


power to abandon it, or any portion of it. 

But, sir, admit that there is a necessity for this bill t 
reduce the revenue, which I deny; admit that the 
jought to be in its present form, which no one will pre. 
tend; why is it proposed at this time? 

In considering this question, it may be well to look a 
little out of the House, and see how the subject is viewed 
ithere; and what its relations and bearings are. I will 
give you an extract from the official journal of nullifica 
tion in this city of the 14th instant, because I think it p: 
sents the matter truly. ‘* South Carolina, believing that 
the tariff laws are unconstitutional and oppressive, jis 
given Congress the alternative of their repeal, or acqu 
escence in hermeasures of nullification, or declaration 
war.”” You must, therefore, repeal your tariff laws, 
you will have nullification, and, if need be, war to enf 
it. I give you another extract from the official journal of 
the administration, of the same date. ‘*Mr. Cally 
had the honor of aiding Mr. Clay in building up t 
American system, but General Jackson has robbed him 
the honor of pulling it down. If Mr. Calhoun’s ob 
was merely to be able to exclaim upon the equal 
of the reduction of duties, ‘1 did it,’ let him make t 
vain-glorious boast; but the American people now know 
and history will hereafter tell, that it was another” 
did it. 

You perceive, sir, that it seems to be taken for grain 
that the American system is overthrown, and the que: 
tion in dispute is, who shall have the honor of having 
done it. The alternative proposition of South Carolina 
is, arepeal of your tariff laws, or nullification, and, ! 
need be, war; and this by the Ist of February. Now, 
you propose not literally to repeal, but to supersede and 
modify, by a new bill, the old tariff laws, upon w! 
alone the ordinance of nullification acts, and to yield 
a portion of your protection. And you make haste, ) 
run to do it, clearing away all the business of the House, 
and laying the course open, that you may get in int 
I say, therefore, Mr. Chairman, that if, under these cu 
cumstances, you pass this bill, the American people wil 
believe, and history will hereafter tell, that it was jnulli- 
fication did it; that both you and the President quail: 
and cowered before it, and gave up to it. It will be! 
vain for you to tell them that, instead of repealing the 
tariff laws in form, you only modified them; and insteae 
of giving up the protective principle, you only gave up 4 
part of the protection, to secure which, is all the privet 
ple itself is good for. ‘They will not understand this spe 





cial pleading; they will say, as I say, that, under such 


: ° : : . all 
jcircumstances, to give up any thing is to give up ul 


|And they will believe that nullification has done it. The) 
|will believe so for these reasons: It was only the last ses 
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sion you aie the act reducing the revenué to the wants 
of the Government; the act you passed reduced it more | 
than the act proposed for the purpose by the administrs | 


tion; you established, by that act, the protective principle, 
by rejecting the duty upon tea and coffee. You contend. 
ed that it ought to be satisfactory to the nullifiers; they | 
said it was not, and took their position accordingly. 
now, in order to create a necessity for a new act, they 
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the ies a point of national honor. 1 will do neither. 
Iam willing to plant myself with my tariff friends upon 
this rock, and to let the wind blow, and the storm beat, 
lin the confidence that it will be in vain. 

But the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, in a speech that did him credit asa man of 





And |taste and a scholar, and which, judging from the pre- 


| inaturity of its appearance in the journals of the city, was 


may do what the other did not--satisfy them; you assume | designed for the public, and well calculated to produce 


that Congress will authorize the sale of the bank stock, 


which Congress will never do, and that it is bad policy to| 


have money in your treasury to pay your debt, and that 
Congress will not divert from the public revenue the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the public lands, which Congress will | 
do; and thus you zigzag to lay the foundation for this bill. 
You then call upon the same men who passed the act of| 
1832, to retgace their steps; and, without any unforeseen 
occasion for it, or any new occurrence, or any new evi- 
dence, or any new light from any quarter except that 
which beams from nullification, you reverse your own do-| 
ings, and make haste in order ‘to bring yourself within 
the day of grace allowed by the ordinance of nullification. 
Nay, more: From the time General Jackson was first 
named as a candidate for the Presidency, down to a very 
recent period, it was universally understood that he was 
friendly to the protective system. He was supported by 
his friends in my part of the country on that ground. 
Other gentlemen’ who hear me ¢an tell how it was with 
them. I will not do him the injustice to suppose, for a 
moment, that he was capable of suppressing his opinion 
upon this great and interesting subject, or of dissembling 
or deluding the people with false hopes, or of permit- 
ting it to be done by others. If the capability had exist- 
ed within him, the first vision of the high place to which 
he aspired should have annihilated it forever. <A 
qualified for that exalted station, 

* Would not flatter Neptune for his trid 

** Nor Jove for his power to thunder.” 

Now, sir, I say that the people will believe that the nul- 
lifiers, aided by their anti-tariff friends over the river, or 
their anti-tariff friends aided by nullifiers, have not only 
overthrown the American system, but have changed the 
opinion of the President, and made use of him as an in- 
strument by which to doit. Thus the people will not 

only believe, but history will record for all future time 
to beli eve, if she records the truth. 

But I do not believe that the American system is over- 
thrown, or can be overthrown without the aid of this 
House, as inconsiderable a body as we seem to be consi- 
dered, and we are certainly made very small fish. My 
constituents believe that it was for the power of protect- 
ing our home industry, more than for any thing else, 
and for every thing else, that the constitution was formed; 
that it is in the constitution, and a part of it, vitally essen- 
tial to their interest and wellbeing. And we shall not! 
give it up to menace, nor to combination, nor to nullifica- 
tion, nor to secession, nor to war, even if that must be, 
unless the God of battles shall so decide it. No, sir, 
never, never. On this ground we stand, on this ground 

fall. And I should not think that any man could be} 
found, however demented by the curse of God, m ad | 
€ nough to wish to destroy this infant and fair creation of 
so much wealth, and greatness, and independence, of so} 
much power, and glory, and honor to this country, as the 
American system “has produced. 
will not. 

This brings me back to the question whether we are 
prepared to surrender any portion of the protection which 
great interests of t country so much need; and| 
whether w e are prepared, in order to do it, to retrace | 
our steps, and place our names, as my colleague well! 
said, in damning contradiction to ourselves. T he one, a 
po'nt of interest, deep as the foundation of our prosperity; | 


Vor. IX.--94 


man 


nt, 


Sure I am its friends} 


the he 





| Virginia and 


jits effect from the charm of its style, and, I must add, sir, 
|from the deceptive character of its positions, was pleased 
jto say that we must ‘‘do justice and fear not;” and he 
| puts this question: ** Shall the majority of this House con- 
tinue to impose upon the minority >» even for a another year, 
ace ens which that minority believe to be oppressive, and 
this fur the sake of collecting taxes which are no longer 
needed?” ‘To this question, thus propounded, I answer, 
unhesitatingly, no; by no means. ‘* The collection of 
jtaxes which are no longer needed,” is no part of our ob- 
iject. And the gentleman must know that we maintain 
that the taxes are needed to defray the ordinary and ine- 
vitable expenses of the Government, and that there can 
be no surplus under the operation of the act of 1232, be- 
fore the Ist of January, 1835. This is assuming what he 
assumes, that the calculations of the treasury are correct; 
and this we maintain by better arguments, as I think, 
than the assumptions'to the contrary by the Committee of 
Ways and Means. The question ‘then is, if fairly put, 
* Shall the m: ajority continue to impose upon the minor ity 
burdens whi ch that minority believe to be oppressive?” 
And to this, I answer, as unhe sitatingly, yes; if they are 
needed for ‘the protection of the industry of the country, 
and are not, in fact, oppressive, which, in both respects, 
is true of the tariff laws. Suppose the majority yield to 
the minority, and, by yielding, do their constituents a 
rreater inj iry, in st ubverting their prosper rity, than good 
to the minority, will the minority yield b: ick? 4 multo 
fortiori they ought. If you are bound to yield to the mi- 
nority, because they deem the tariff laws oppressive, why 
have you not done it before, when you could do it with 
honor? And why were you unwilling to do it until nulli- 
fication brought you to your senses’ What has been the 
practice of the Government upon this subject? When you 
imposed the perpetual embargo upon us, and fastened 
our ships to our wharves, until, as my friend from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Burners] said, the ropes fell off; and when 
you covered our wharves and our streets with ass that 
could be mown, and produced an amount of sacrifice and 
degree of: suffering at which the heart of Pluto would 
have relented, were there any relentings here? Did you 
Ire ‘lax the grasp by which you held us? When did you ever 
give up to us any thing? When Pennsylvania thought her- 
self aggrieved, and undertook to assert what she thought 
to be her rights, did you give up? Tempora mutantur. It 
makes a great difference, Mr. Chairman, I perceive, from 





| what quarter the wind blows. 


But there is another answer to thisinquiry. We admit 
ithat you may reduce your revenue to your wants, and 
make them large or small, as you please. But we claim 
jthat the revenue shall be derived from protective duties. 
You claim an abar :donment of the principle, and, by this 
bill, a transfer of a portion of the duties from protection 
to non-protection. ‘Che amount, as the amended bill now 


|stands, is small, made so for what purpose I will not say. 


When our fathers resisted the duty on tea, they did not 
trouble themselves about the amountof it. Willthe duty 
on tea and coffee relieve the South? Not at all. Will 
it satisfy the South? Notatall. Ihave already stated for 
what purpose it is in the bill. But, according to the 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, justice 
| re quires that we surrender it. Justice to whom? Justice 
ito the South? Who imposed the tariff system upon us? 


South Carolina, more emphatically than any 
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other States. They turned our industry into new chan-| put this case, as the committee understand, of course, in 


nels, and left the old ones deep and broad and dry. They | illustration, and not as an identity. 

drove us from the ocean, when ‘‘our march was on the| If there be any gentlemen here from any of the State; 
mountain wave, and our home was on the deep.” And|who have ‘debts of political gratitude” to pay, and who 
now, forsooth, they have found out that it was all uncon-| feel authorized and are inclined to make a sacrifice of the 
stitutional, and that they are oppressed by their own do-| interests of their constituents in order to do it, let them 
ings, and require us to throw away our land gear, and into | take for the purpose lambs from their own flock, and not 
the water again. Let,me ask the chairman, does justice | from their neighbors; let them sacrifice the interests of 
to our-constituents, who have committed their interests to | their own States, and not of others. 

our honor, to be by us defended and protected, whohave| But, after all, Mr. Chairman, I have a firm conviction 
mvested their fortunes and estates under the faith of your | that these abused tariff laws, so far from being oppressive, 
laws, and following the lead of your laws, does justice to /are beneficial to the South, (Lam not going into the sub 

them require or permit that we should make this surren- | ject, but only state generally, ) in the new staple of sugar 
dry? that we should break down the barriers which have | which they have given, and the consequently augmented 
been constructed for their protection, and roll the tide of | demand and price for slaves and slave labor which they 
desolation over them? Or that we should permit one par-|have created, and the immensely beneficial diversion, to 
ticle, even the smallest dust of the balance, to be taken |the cotton region particularly, of the sugar lands from th 

from them, when it is taken avowedly for the purpose of} cotton to the sugar culture, in the improved market they 
prostrating them? Are we to be reproached by the hon-| furnish for the staples and products of the South, and th 


orable chairman, because, being a majority, we refuse to|reduced price at which they return to them many 
make this surrendry? 


nd 


ANG 


Are we to be told that, having a/most of the articles they have occasion to purchase. And 
giant’s power, we make a tyrannous use of it? May not a/ there are physical indications of it, notto be mistaken, in the 
giant, let me ask, use his power in self-defence? When relative increase of their population, and the unrivalled 
the Philistines are upon him, may he not rise-and shake | thrift of many, and indeed most of the slave States, upon 
himself? Or does justice require that he should give his| whom the tariff laws operate, as well as upon Faster 
head to the lap of the ‘* Philistine Delilah,” to be shorn | Virginia and South Carolina, and upon whom they would 
of its glory and its strength, that he may be bound in fet- | make and leave their impression, if they were ‘‘the wit! 
ters, and made sport of until he shall pray God to avenge |ing curse”’ they have been said to be, and, above all, in 
his wrongs in the common destruction of himself and his this, that they continue to purchase many of the agricul 
enemies? Sir, I trust the majority of this House will not be |tural products of the other States, I speak now of South 
wooed nor won to this by any art, or argument, or blan- | Carolina, paying freight, insurance, commission, and pro- 
dishment. In my judgment, if we make the surrendry | fit, for which their own soil and climate, and labor, sre 
required, we do an act of traitorous and recreant and ru-/ well fitted, finding the cultivation of their own stap!es s0 
inous injustice to our constituents; and I must be permitted | much more profitable than the agriculture of the ot! 
to add, asit seems to me, from fear, or something worse. | States, as to enable them to do it. 


Nevertheless, sir, if | 


A man meets me in the street, and demands my purse. | could yield to the South what they deem to be oppressive 
Its contents are not mine, but my constituents’, which they |in these laws, nothing would give me, personally, more 


value above price, and which they have committed for a} pleasure than to make the concession. 
time to my custody. 


it of me. 


But I value the 
He looks fiercely at me and demands | good opinion of honorable men too highly to expose my 
As farmer Ashfield says in the play, ‘I'll ar-| self to the contempt to which a surrendry of the rights of 
gufy the topic a little’—I am not afraid, that’s clear, | my constituents, and the great agricultural interests of '! 
though I shakes some. It wont do for me to give up the | free States, would consign me, and the condemnation that 
purse from ‘* personal fear,” for that, as an honorable} would and ought, as a consequence, to follow and 
chairman says, isa ‘‘ miserable weakness;” nor will it do| stamped upon me. It is, therefore, sir, not to name 4 
to refuse to give itup ‘‘ from the fear of doing right,” |higher motive, out of the question. 

because, although that is ‘fan infirmity of a noble mind,” | Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, obtained the floor, and 
Ido not perceive that it differs much from ‘* personal |commenced a speech against the bill, which lasted until 
fear:” for if the ‘fear to do right” be an infirmity of aleight o’clock. At half past five a motion was made fo 
noble mind, it would seem to follow that the fear to de|the committee to rise, but it was negatived: at seven a1 
wrong is an infirmity of an ignoble one. So Lasserts and |ther shared the same fate; yeas 35, nays 76. He was 
counts and analyzes the different kinds of fear, and goes|twice called to order by Mr. JENIFER, who quoted Je! 
on untill comes to the real statesmanlike, patriotic fear— | ferson’s Manual to show that a member might not rea 
and that, I says, will do; for if l refuse to give up my |extracts, or even his own speech, to a committee with 
purse, nothing is more likely than that this fierce looking | its leave. 

fellow will commit ‘‘a breach of the public peace,” or he Mr. P. denied that he was doing either, and was pe! 
will do some other public mischief. At any rate there is| mitted by the Chair to proceed. 

great danger he will disturb the present subsisting tran-| The following is the speech of Mr. P. entire 

quillity there is between me and him! Sol givesup the| Mr. PEARCE said that his venerable friend from Ma: 
purse upon the ‘* patriotic fear.’ Now, Mr. Chairman, I|sachusetts [Mr. Apams] had intimated to the committee 
may talk about my statesmanlike fear as much as } please: |that when he should give his views of this bill, he w« 
my constituents will believe that [ was frightened out of] move to strike out the enacting clause, that the strength 
my purse. And when they come to be told that, after all, |of parties might be tested in regard to it. 1 have, sad 
this fierce looking fellow was not armed, and showed nei-|Mr. P., the consent of that gentleman for now coing 
ther pistol nor dirk, they will almost swear, deacons and | what he had informed us he would do on a future day, 
all, that I was an arrant coward. And let me tell my 


and therefore move to strike out the enacting clause of 
friend from Maryland [Mr. tlowarp] it will be of no use |this bill. ‘The remarks tf shall make will be in reference 


for me to say to them that they are all cowards them-}to the motion I have submitted—a motion which gives me 
selves, or they would not think any such thing of me.|the liberty, with great propriety, of stating my objections 
They will persist in it, that I was either frightened out of |to every part, and all the provisions of the bill 
my purse, or was coufederate with the fellow, and bal-|not yet learnt, from the remarks of any one who has a |. 
anced an old account or opened a new one, by giving it|/dressed the committee, that the bill, without essen 
up. And let me say, further, sir, that they will never |amendments, is to be supported by any portion of those 
trust me again; and further still, they never ought to. 1|who reported it. Is it agreeable to the honorable gentle: 


1 have 
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man, the chairman of the committee which reported it?| find fault with the bill: the gentleman will not condescend 
Certainly not; for he has already moved one or two amend-|to enlighten us; we have to grope our way in the dark. 
ments to it, and has, as | understand, intimated a willing-| By one view of the bill it may well be said it is too hot; 
ness to agree to or accept other amendments hereafter to| by another it may with equal propriety be said to be too 
be moved. Does it meet the views of his colleague,|cold. A gentleman from Connecticut has with great abi- 
{Mr. Warre,] coming from the same great emporium? lity shown, and his arguments have not yet been answered, 
We have on our tables the proof that it does not, for he|that by following out the reasoning of the chairman of 
has offered sundry amendments which have been printed, |the Committee of Ways and Means in his report, if this 
and on which, at the proper time, we shall be required} bill should become a law, in less than eighteen months 
to express our opinions. Is it, Mr. Chairman, agreeable} we shall have an empty treasury; that, to make out the 
to the views of another honorable member from the State] estimate necessary to meet the actual wants of the Go- 
of New York, [Mr. Campnretrnec,} emphatically called} vernment, three millions, it is assumed, are to be derived 
the commercial representative, and I will not say incor-|from the proceeds of the. sales of the public lands, and 
rectly? No, sir; fer in the remarks he made but a few/ this too when a bill had passed the other House, and was 
days ago, he told his colleague, the chairman of the Com-|on its way here to distribute those proceeds for a consi- 
mittee of Ways and Means, that he differed from him, |derable time to come. A further assumption is found ne- 
and was opposed to the protection which the bill would | cessary, in setting down as money on hand the amount of 
give to the article of iron. A gentleman from Connecti-|two millions or more which has already been appropriated 
cut, [Mr. Youne,] quoting the language of another gen-| for specific purposes, and is liable to be called for at any 
tleman from New York, informed the committee but two|moment, and when called for must be paid out. It has 
days ago that the Secretary of the Treasury would be sa-| been also shown that the committce, in making their esti- 
tisfied with this bill with some important amendments. | mate of expenses, have fallen short of what will be found 
Then, sir, the head of the Treasury Department is not|the real expenses for at least a few years, by nearly a 
satisfied with it, as it was reported, nor have we any evi-/million of dollars; and I refer, said Mr. P., to the sum 
dence of his being satisfied with it as it now is. I shall) which will be required to pay the pensions of the-sur- 
be able fully to show that it does not meet the views of|viving officers and soldiers of the revolution. 

the Executive, by a recurrence to his message sent to both} Another gentleman, [Mr. ApPLeron,] in an unanswer- 
Tlouses at the commencement of the session. The great}able argument, has taken another and a different view of 
difficulty is to ascertain how such a bill was ever submit-|the probable, if not certain operations of this bill. He 
ted to our consideration, It may be a child of thirty | has shown that, although its professed object is to reduce 
fathers, but a natural child, with all its fathers unnatural, |the revenue six millions, the data furnished by the com- 
for not one of them has shown a disposition to foster or | mittee lead to the inevitable conclusion that it will increase 
protect it. All who were of the committee which sanc-|it one or more millions; that as you decrease imposts, you 
tioned the report of the bill, and from whom we have|increase imports; and when you destroy your manufac- 
heard any thing since the commencement of the debate, | tures at home, you furnish a market for manufactures from 
have declined altogether its general defence; and some of|abroad. I am indebted, said Mr. P., for a very plain il- 
them have refrained from even a notice of any of its pro-|lustration, in connexion with this argument, to what I read, 
visions. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Witpe] ad-|a day or two ago, in a Rhode Island newspaper. <A rope- 
dressed us in many languages, some of them living, but | dancer anxious to **raise the wind,” and that too suddenly, 
most of them dead; he spoke about nullification and South | put his tickets at a dollar each; his visiters were conse- 
Carolina, but he did not say one word about any of the! quently few. He was afterwards advised to fix his price 
provisions of this bill, nor did he at all examine its provi-|of admittance at fifty cents, and his profits were found to 
sions. Another gentleman (Mr. Potx] has condescended | be more than twice as large as before; and when his doors 
to read some documents from the Treasury Department, | were thrown open to all who could pay him twenty-five 
the testimony of some manufacturers in Vermont and|cents, he himself was astonished at his profits. Sir, 
New Hampshire, taken to show that the manntaaabers\ elie is prepared to say that if our imposts are reduced 
could live and grow rich with no more protection than | three-fourths, our revenue will not be increased? I will 
this bill would afford them. A gentleman from Vermont | then say to the committee that this bill which satisfies no 
has informed the committee that all these swift witnesses, lone, is advocated by no one, meets the views of no one, 
if not bankrupts at the time they testified, were found to|and promotes not one of the interests of the country, is 
be so soon afterward, perhaps before the papers to which | urged upon our consideration under very singular and pe- 
they subscribed their names reached the Treasury De-|culiar circumstances. In the whole history of our legis- 
partment. Looking into the debates of the other House, | lation, has there been hitherto any thing like it? We have 
[ found that an honorable Senator, referring to this bill,|been required to vote before we could hear from our 
declared it a peace-offering to South Carolina; but unfor-| constituents. We are called upon to adopt this bill at 
tunately for us, Mr. Chairman, the dominant party in| this short session, when at the last we spent six months in 
South Carolina are not satisfied with it, for it does not al-| adjusting the tariff in a way, as I at the time thought, sa- 
together abandon the idea of protection, and does not/tisfactory to all the interests of the country except the 
consequentiy remove their constitutional objections. | manufacturers themselves. We are called upon for action 
furning to another party in that State, the Union party, | when we have not received a single petition or memorial 
it will be found that they do not want this bill, for, in the | from those we represent, to repeal an act which has not 
language of one of its distinguished members, it will en-| yet gone into operation, and will not until the 3d of 
tail nullification on them forever, and make those tri-| March next, and this under circumstances which en- 
umphant there, who have arraigned the supremacy of the |tirely preclude the possibility of any light from home. 
laws, I again ask, under whose auspices does this bill| Sir, when the people called, I have always been led to 
come before us, and where shall we look for its paternity? believe it would be time enough for us to act, and not 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, juntil then. I appeal to those who were members in 
referring to the manner in which the bill had been assailed | 1826-’7, and in 1828-9, and who were here at the last 
on all sides of the House, tells us gentlemen are hard to|session, to refer to those times, to show the difference in 
please, and, in illustration of his views, tells the story of a| our situations, to legislate correctly then and now. We 
man who was continually finding fuult with the weather—|had then not only all the light and all the information 
it was always either too hot or too cold, too wet or too| which could reach us in the form of memorials and peti- 
lry. Sir, no blame should be attached to us because we }tions from men and conyentions, composed of the most 
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enlightened and practical men in the country, but wit- 
nesses on the stand and before the committees of the 
House; both interests were represented, and the informa- 
tion was not confined to one side of the question. Sir, 
how do we now stand? 


there have been any calls from the quarter mentioned, it 


has not reached us; it may be locked up in the room of 


the committee who reported this bill—it may have reach- 
ed them. 

I promised, said Mr. P., to show, by areference to the 
annual message of the President of the United States, that 
this bill would not have receives his sanction. There is 
but little which that able State paper contains on the sub- 
ject of the tariff, but what must meet with a hearty re- 
sponse from every patriotic American. Perhaps some 
thorough-going bigoted tariff men may file their excep- 
tions to most of what the President says on this subject. 
1 do not know any such in the State from which I come; 
if there be any, they will not find in me a faithful repre- 
sentative of what they may call their interest. Our na- 
tional debt, as we have been repeatedly told, is paid, and 
the revenue must be brought down, as all reasonable men 
will concede, to the pressing and necessary wants of the 
Government. Asto what those wants are, and what our 
expenditures should be, honest men may fairly differ, but 


few, if any, I think, can have the hardihood to question | 


the currectness of the abstract proposition. ‘The Presi 
dent, I contend, recommends no course calculated to de- 
stroy the institutions of our country; to violate the faith 
of the nation to individuals; to bankrupt thousands, if not 
millions of the people of this country. If the revenue is 
more than the wants of the Government require, it must 
be reduced; but, sir, does he recommend the destruction 
of discriminating duties, or intimate a wish to withhold in- 
cidental protection? Far from it. 

{Here Mr. P. read the following extracts from the Pre- 
sident’s annual message :] 

** The final removal of this great burden (public debt) 
from our resources, affords the means of further provisio1 
for all the objects of general welfare and public defence, 
which the constitution authorizes, and presents the occa- 
sion for such further reduction in the revenue as may not 
be required forthem. From the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, it will be seen that, after the present 
year, such a reduction may be made to a considerable 
extent; and the subject is earnestly recommended to the 
consideration of Congress, in the hope that the combined 
wisdom of the representatives of the people will devise 
such means of effecting that salutary object as may re- 
move those burdens which shall be found to fall unequally 
upon any, and as may promote all the great interests of 
the community. 

**Long and patient reflection has strengthened. the 
opinions I have heretofore expressed to Congress on this 
subject; and I deem it my duty, on the- present occasion, 
again to urge them on the attention of the Legislature. 
The soundest maxims of public policy, and the principles 


upon which our republican institutions are founded, re-! 


commend a proper adaptation of the revenue to the ex- 
perditure, and they also require that the expenditures 
shall be limited to what, by an economical administration, 
shall be consistent with-the simplicity of the Government, 
and necessary to an efficient public service. In effecting 
this adjustment, it is due, in justice, to the interests of the 
different States, and even to the preservation of the Union 
itself, that the protection afforded by existing laws to any 
branches of the national industry should not exceed 
what may be necessary to counteract the regulations of 
foreign nations, and to secure a supply of those articles 
of manufacture essential to the national independence and 
safety in time of war. If, upon investigation, it shall be 
found, as it is believed it will be, that the legislative pro- 
tection granted to any particular interest is greater then 


If there be any information, if 
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lis indispensably requistte for these objects, I recommen 
ithat it be gradually diminished, and that, as far as may }; 
| consistent with these objects, the whole scheme of duties 
}be reduced to the revenue standard as soon as a jy 
\regard to the faith of the Government, and to the 
|servation of the large capital invested in establishme, 
| domestic industry, will admit. 
| **That manufactures adequate to the supply of | 
|domestie consumption would, in the abstract, be be; 
ficial to our country, there is no reason to doubt; an 
leffect their establishment, there is, perhaps, no Ame: 
can citizen who would not, for a while, be willing to pa 
,a higher price for them. But, for this purpose, it is pre 
; sumed that a tariff of high duties, designed for perpet 
protection, has entered into the minds of but few of « 
istatesmen. The most they have anticipated is a tem 
irary, and, generally, incidental protection, which th 
|maintain has the effect to reduce the price by domest 
‘competition below that of the foreign article. Ex; 
jence, however, our best guide on this as on other s 
jects, makes it doubtful whether the advantages of 
‘system are not counterbalanced by many evils, and w! 
ither it does not tend to beget, in the minds of a | 
portion of our countrymen, a spirit of discontent and } 
lousy dangerous to the stability of the Union. 
‘* What then shall be done? Large interests 
| grown up under the implied pledge of our national | 
tion, which it would seem a violation of public faith 
denly to abandon. Nething could justify it but the pi 
safety, which isthe supreme law. But those who 
vested their capital in manufacturing establishments cs 
not expect that the people will continue permanent); 
pay high taxes for their benefit, when the money 
required for any legitimate purpose in the administra: 
of the Government. Is it not enough that the hig 
have been paid as long as the money arising from | 
could be applied to the common benefit in the extins 
ment of the public debt?” 

We have here, Mr. Chairman, all the President th 
proper to recommend to us at the commencement ¢ 
session. High and unreasonable tariff men may 1 
disposed to subseribe to all he has said, but in my o; 
he has said but a little which is not, at this crisis 
affairs of our country, substantially correct. He ma 
fests no disposition to destroy existing institutio 
withdraw frem them all necessary protection; no dis 
tion to see violated the plighted faith of the Governn 
no determination to be instrumental to the destruct 
discriminating duties or incidental protection. H 
not, I would add, lent his aid to the introduction of 

‘bill. What‘man who knows the hero of New Or! 
{can for a moment entertain the belief that he would, 
lany action on his part, entail misery upon millions, ba 
lrupt thousands, turn a sound and industrious port 
our population beggars upon the world, and thus cha 
jthe laurels which now decorate his brows, for ** t! 
|which delights to flourish upon the ruins it has n 
I have once referred to one of the most important b« 
ings of this bill, the necessary result of frequent !cg 
|tion, and legislating twice uvon the same subject \ 
avery few months—its effect upon contracts made }) 
| dividuals, as wellas investments made by them. On 
| 14th of July last, after many months’ discussion, and a 
\having the subject before us the whole of last 
| one of the longest sessions for many years, we passcd 
act altering the duties on imports. That act did not 1° 
ceive my approbation, or the vote of my colleague. 
did not think it such an act as would foster and p! 
the great interests we represented: we were outvot 
| The bill was carried not by New England, but by 
ernand Western votes. Our constituents were bou 
Submit to its operations, and have prepared themse! 
accordingly, hoping, by industry and economy, to | 


} 
ty 


} 
mu 


the 





een ge ae Ted ad 


Eee 


ha 


Ree i 


ba 
3 


1497 OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 1498 


Jaw. 30, 1833. ] The Torif Bill. Ce. or R. 


—— —— aon r ae _ a _ ee 


to five idea it. Ww hat, sir, was the import and language [exempting from the operations of the ‘act cotton piece 
of this bill, when it was passed into a law, to every citizen | goods imported in the vessels of the United States which 
of the United States’? That the policy of the Government | sailed thence before the passage of this act, and arrived 
was for a period settled; that no further agitation of the | | between June 30, 1816, and June 1, 1817. 
tariff would take place during the present Congress, more| ‘The act of 1824, approved May 22, went into operation 
especially as the act did not go into operation until the/on the Ist of July following. It contains a proviso, that 
expiration of the Congress itself. This was inferable also|the provisions of the act should not apply to importa- 
as well from the length of time spent in acting upon the tions of goods from ports or places eastward of the Cape 
provisions of that act, as from the satisfaction which the | of Good Hope, or beyond Cape Horn, before the Ist day 
act seemed to give to an interest in the country which |of January ensuing. 
has lately manifested a decided hostility to all protecting| The woollens bill, which passed this House in the win- 
duties. “Sir, with these views in relation to this act, what |ter of 1826-’7, and was lost in the Senate by the casting 
was the natural supposition as to the course which ‘would | vote of the Vice Preside nt, was made prospective in its 
be pursued by manufacturers and others, whose interests|operation. The bill of the last session was not to go into 
would be affected by its operations? They would trim | immediate operation. By the act of 1828, it was intend- 
their sheets to the approaching gale, (go on they must;) | ed to provide against its operation upon voyages. which 
to scud under bare poles, to borrow a phrase as well as| bad been commenced and could not be countermanded; 
an idea from seamanship, to lay te, would be as bad as/and, because, in the hurry of legislation, that bill had not 
sinking, and would inevitably lead to it. Sir, they have | this provision in it, all those who were affected by it in their 
gone on; they have made their contracts and investments, | contracts and voyages, made or planned under the faith of 
and all their arrangements, under the law of last session, | the Government, have petitioned for relief; and last session 
and under the faith of the Government. Pass this bill, |a billin their favor passed the Senate with but a few dis- 
sir, and what will be the effect upon these contracts and | Senting voices. We have now a bill for their relief upon 
investments? Ruin; yes, sir, utter ruin; brought upon} lour tables, which I hope to see pass before we adjourn. 
them by a breach of faith on the part of their Govern- | Sir, when that bill was under discussion the other day, a 
ment. Hereafter they must not only insure against fire | ‘gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Wrttrams] said he 
and flood, assailing thieves and robbers, but against the| would give to the manufacturers the same relief for losses 
capricious legislation of their country, and the Toutability | | sustained by the operation of our laws passed in this way, 
of an American Congress. Take, for illustration, one of|that he would give to merchants; and with hin, sir, I 
the interests of the State from which I come, and, if 1) have no hesitation in saying that the claims of the one 
may be excused for a little Latin, ‘* ab uno disce omnes.” | ought to be as favorably received as the claims of the 
The citizens of Rhode Island have invested in cottons ten | other. 
millions of capital. To use it advantageously, they are} As far as we have been able to hear from those we re- 
compelled to make contracts daily and every day in the) present, there has reached us but one voice on this subject 
year, many of them not consummated in a year after|of frequent legislation and consequent injury to indivi- 
they are made. All these contracts were made in refer-|duals. ‘The Legislature of my own State, in their re- 
ence to the law of last session, but by the passage of this|solutions, unanimously adopted, and which have been 
bill they will be directed and governed by a new law af-| sent here, 
fecting and bringing ruin on this interest to the amount| Aesolved, That the effect of frequent alterations of the 
of millions. Who w ould say that, for all losses occasioned | tariff laws is to distract and ps aralyze the enterprise of the 
by this frequent legislation, every man who suffered | merchant, to destroy the stal bility of the markets for the 
would not have an equitable claim upon the Government | agri iculturist, and bring ruin upon the manufacturer. 
for indemnity? And no Government disposed to do justice} That all branches of our national industry have been 
to the gover ned, would withhold the indemnity. No one!arranged, contracts made, voyages projected, and busi- 
which would thus violate its faith to its citizens could long | ness commenced, under the belief and expectation that 
command their affections, or preserve their attac hments; the tariff of the last session of Congress was framed and 
and let me add, that none ought to, in my humble judg- | solemnly enacted after mature deliberation, and that re- 
ment. Where property is held by such a brittle tenure, |liance could be placed upon the stability of these mea- 
love of country cannot exist there. The whole history | sures of the Government. 
of the legislation of the country shows that Congress has} That, without a countervailing policy in the regulation 
hitherto sedulously watched and carefully provided against | of trade with foreign nations, all branches of our industry 
any violation of contracts or hostility to investments made | will be paralyze -d, as was the case before the adoy ption of 
under the faith —e Government. the constitution of the United States. 

The act of 1789, approved July 4, went into operation} We have asimilar voice, but one, perhaps, much loud- 
on the Ist of aaa following. er, from the eity of Albany. 1 have, ann Mr. P., the 

Hemp and cotton imported previous to December 1, | proceedings of a meeting held at the city hall in Albany, 
1790, were exempted from the operations of that act. the 24th of this month, relative to the "tariff bill intre 

The act of 1790, approved August 10, went into ope-| duced into this House by the gentleman from New York, 
ration on the 1st of January following. The 6th section|[Mr. Verpranck.] It is said to have been the greatest 
provides that all duties accruing under the act of 1789, |meeting ever held in that city. The Chief Justice of 
“between the time specified in the said act for the com-|the State was the presiding officer, and Mr. Knower 
mencement of the said duties, and the respective times }the near connexion of Governor Marcy, whose name was 





when the collectors entered upon the duties of their re-| lbrought into debate by the gentleman from Georgia, 
spective offices in the several districts, be, and they are|{Mr. Wixpr,} somewhat, as J thought, uncourteousiy, 
hereby, remitted and discharged, and that in any case in|for the purpose of saying that he h 1ot written a let- 
} 
t 


which they have been paid to the United States, restitu- |ter which it had been alleged he had written, and for 
tion thereof be made.” ' 


jno other purpose whatever. can say to the gentleman 
The act of 1797, approved March S, went into opera-|from Georgia, that it is my goo rtune to be also ac- 


tion on the Ist of July foll wing. | quainted with Governor Marcy, a id that I know him too 
The act of 1804, approved March 27, went into ope-| well, and have known him too long, to believe that he 


ration on the Ist of July following. lwill disavew ai tter he has ' ritte n, or that he ever 
mT e > j . ° a et . 
rhe act of 1816, approved April 27, went into ees ote one fi ‘on ations of his connexion’s interest. 


| 


tion on the Ist of July following. In it there isa proviso] This meeting in Albany, spea ‘the act of last 
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sion, and the bill now before us, in their preamble and! which now pay a duty from first to above fifth proof, fifty 
resolutions, use this language: seven to ninety cents a gallon, the duty is reduced {y 
«* Whereas a bill is now pending before the Congress; twenty and to forty cents a gallon. On spirits from 
of the United States, having for its object a further re-| other materials, which now pay a duty of fifty-three ang 
duction of the tariff than was effected by the law of the! eighty-five cents a gallon, the duty is reduced to eightee, 
14th July last; which law was matured and passed at the! and thirty-six cents a gallon. The duty on wool is fixed 
close of a protracted session, and after seven months’ de-| at fifteen per cent., on middling and fine cloths at twenty 
bate and deliberation. And whereas a majority of the/ per cent., on the coarse cloths at five per cent. The 
representatives of the people of the non-manufacturing)| duty on worsted yarn is reduced from twenty to fificer 
States gave their assent to that law, as will appear by a) per cent., and the duty on manufactures of woollen yarn, 
reference to the national journals. And whereas the said) from fifty per cent. ad valorem, and five cents per pound, 
law was adopted as the compromise of a great national] to fifteen per cent. But this is not all; exposed as thes 
question, and was designed, by its supporters, in the spi-| interests are by this reduction, and destroyed as many of 
rit of mutual concession, to heal the animosities of local| them must be, some consolation might be derived fron 
interests. And whereas business transactions to a vast | the reflection, if facts would warrant, that some benef 
amount have been entered into in good faith under the! was to be derived from other parts of the bill. But this 
implied pledge of the Government, that a law, involving! is not so. Iron, which we do not manufacture, and is of 
such a wide extent and complication of interests, would| very general use, is protected by a duty of from twe 
not be abandoned until its practical effects should be as-| to forty-three, and, I might add, one hundred per cent 
certained. Sugar is protected by a duty of at least seventy-five pe 
** And whereas the unanticipated and premature aban-| cent.; molasses by as high a duty. Coffee by the bills 
donment of the existing law, by the same Congress that) to pay a duty of one cent per pound, and tea from three 
enacted it, and the unforeseen passage of the pending) to ten cents per pound. Hemp a duty of thirty clo 
bill, will be a surprise upon all the manufacturing States,| per ton, and sail cloth what it was charged with by th 
will throw their business and contracts into derangement act of the last session; so that on every thing we lose, «i 
and ruin, and will thereby produce incalculable mischief) gain in nothing. 
to all classes of citizens. Why these inequalities? If, Mr. Chairman, the Com 
** And whereas the passage of the pending bill by the| mittee of Ways and Means, the majority of whom ar 
present Congress, to go into immediate and not prospec-| free trade men, had nothing in view but the destruct 
tive operation, will justly be attributed to the menacing of the whole protective system, the course they hav: 
and hostile attitude of South Carolina, rather than to a|pursued, and the policy they have adopted, are unques 
conviction produced by a dispassionate re-examination of|tionably correct. Not having at present the adequa! 
the subject, and justice requires that no sudden and un-/ strength to effect their object, they must distract and: 
expected change should take place in the policy of a Go-; vide those who are now opposed to their plans, that the 
vernmen affecting the great interests of the community, | conquest may hereafter be more readily made. Her 
and such we believe has been uniformly the provident; the necessity of conciliating the interest of Pennsylvania, 
legislation of Congress in regard to tariff laws heretofore; by the heavy duties on iron and coal; Louisiana and a 
passed: Therefore, } considerable part of the Southern and Western States 
“* Resolved, That the representatives of this State, in| which in that State find a ready market for slaves and 
both branches of the National Legislature, be earnestly! other live stock, and many of the products of agricu! 
requested to shield their constituents, if possible, from) ture. But let Pennsylvania recollect, that if she is n 
such an act of injustice and instability.” | led by the temptations which are now thrown in ber 
I must now, said Mr. P., dismiss this part of my argu-| way, her evil day will come, and the siren which | 
ment, perhaps, in the opinion of many, too long, but let/allures, will be found to be a Cyclops ready to dev 
it be understood it presents one of the strongest objec-| Sir, can that State expect that the Eastern States, cut 
tions to the passage of the bill at this time. \from all their existing resources, deprived of most of 
I have but one request to make of gentlemen: If the] their wonted pursuits, affected, materially injured, in «ll 
Government is to indemnify all those who may suffer by) their great interests, will, in their struggles for life, s 
this improper interference with their contracts, let them! mit to pay the heavy duty which the bill proposes 
calculate the expense to the country. If indemnity is) iron, 20,000 tons of which, from Sweden and Russia, ar 
denied, let them reflect for a moment on the ruin to| annually manufactured into nails, hoops, and plates, th 
individuals. | cost of which, at the place whence imported, is on! 
I willnow, Mr. Chairman, examine this bill, for the) about 50 dollars per ton? Sir, has not only the manuf 
purpose of showing its unequal bearing and operation turer, but the shipowner, a direct interest in lowe: 
upon the various interests of the country. It appears to| the duty on this article? Let the representatives of tha! 
me, that if the committee had labored night and day) State also recollect that our manufacturing establishments 
three or four weeks, for the purpose of presenting a bill) require large quantities of English iron, (rolled, ) whic! 
whose passage would prove destructive to all the interests] is imported in various forms, and which costs in Grea! 
of Rhode Island, they could not have been more success-| Britain 35 dollars per ton, and with a revenue duty of | 
ful than they are found to have been in the bill they re-| to 20 per cent., might be sold in this country for $5", 
ported. How this should have happened, I know not;! whereas our manufacturers and others now pay 75 and 8) 
but true itis, without charging them with any hostile} dollars per ton for it. 
views in regard to the State L represent, the bill, if passed, The motives which influenced the committee to charge 
may destroy all its interests, and inevitably must the most hemp with a'duty of 30 dollars per ton, I am unable to 
prominent ones. The protection given to cottons by the! discover. Certainly they did not intend with one blov 
act of last session is reduced from seven cents a square) to injure at the same time two interests, and perhaps de 
yard, or, what is equivalent to it, to one and a quarter stroy them. I refer to the shipping interest, and the 1 
or one and two mills. What interest can live with such | terest of those engaged in the manufacture of cordag: 
a protection, or survive such a change? Not this, as I) This course, on the part of the committee, is more to b 
expect to show. The duty on cordage, tarred twine, ! regretted, as this heavy duty promotes no interest in th 
and cables is reduced from tour to three cents per pound;| country. Kentucky has not required it. The g! 
untarred twine, from five to three cents; olive oil, from) champion of American industry, the father, if you please 
twenty to ten cents per gallon; on spirits from grain,! of the American system, last session declared, both 
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: transferring American capital to a foreign land, and em- 


) West Indies and South America with cordage; at any rate, | 


A ace, 


; admit the importer receives twenty-two cents for first] wants of his country. 


> branches of national industry connected with or depend- 


s have already shown, I think, as to enable the foreign to 
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his seat and out of it, what past experience has proved to| [Here } 


be true, that the hemp of Kentucky could not come in| 
competition with that which was imported; that the mode | 
of curing here was so different from that abroad, that the 
one could not take the place of the other; and he at the} 
last session was in favor of a greater reduction than that) 
which was made by the act of the 14th July. If, sir, | 
hemp could be imported free of duty, as is actually the} 
case in Great Britain, our ropewalks, now ina manner 
idle, might be profitably used in the manufacture of cord- 
age for exportation, as well as for own vessels. But, | 
under the operation of this bill, vessels will, as they have 
heretofore done, destined from this country for Europe, 
take as little cordage as they can be safely navigated with, 
and make up their deficiency on their arrival out; thus! 


ploying foreign labor instead of that of our own citizens. 
if this article could be imported duty free, or was subject} 
to only a small impost, our own labor might supply the} 


we could divide the trade in this article with the English, 
give enployment to the mechanics of our own country, and | 
give a stimulus to the navigation interest, and all the 





ent upon it. But pass this bill, and they have nothing to| 
hope for or expect. One would suppose that the com- 
mittee had in view the destruction of another of our in-| 
terests. The duty on rum is to be so far reduced, as I! 


supply the place of the domestic in all our markets, and 
consequently prostrate the whole of our distilleries. 
West India rum, [ am told, will be brought for twenty-| 
eight centsa gallon, third proof, hogsheads and all, in this} 
country for exportation, giving the vender the drawback. 
Such rum is 10 per cent. above first proof, which being 
deducted to ascertain the price of first proof, leaves 11 
at only 25.20 cents per gallon, then deduct four cents for 
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Ir. Roane, of Virginia, in an under tone, ob- 
served to Mr. P. that Yankees use it in more ways than 
one. ] 

Yes, said Mr. P., if our hasty puddings were not some- 
times made to swim in this as well as milk, the bard of 
Connecticut could not have sung with such apparent in- 
spiration the praises of such a common article of food in 
New England. 

A reduction of the duty on molasses, or the introduc- 
tion of it duty free, would not injure any one of the pro- 
tected articles of the country. Such is the protection 
given to sugar in this bill, that the sugar interest of Loui- 
siana would not suffer by such an introduction, and most 
of the molasses of that State does, and fora long time 
will, find a ready market in the West, and cannot be in- 
jured by any successful competition. Why, then, should 
the duty be retained? 

Of all the interests in this country, which will feel the 
direct and immediate effects of this bill, that of wool and 
woollens is the most extensive. How far and to what ex- 
tent they may be injured, others are more competent 
than I am, said Mr. P., to judge. No man is better ac- 
quainted with their interests than the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bates,] who has just 
taken hisseat. Neither, in his estimation, can live under 
the operations of this bill. Will gentlemen pause for a 
moment, and, before they proceed in the work of de- 
struction, reflect upon the extent of these two interests? 

he capital in wool and woollens is, at this time, 
$167,000,000. Annual produce, $40,000,000. Three- 
fourths the produce of agriculture. 

The sheep, at this time, are valued at $40,000,000, and 
the number might be quadrupled in three years. Are 
| gentlemen prepared, at one blow, to deprive us of this 
| great produce by the destruction of this immense capital? 
|L hope not. There is no pursuit which one would sup- 
pose from the course of our legislation was less regarded 
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the value of the hogshead, brings the rum at twenty-one! than agriculture: yet it has engaged in it more than five 
cents and eight mills, which is all the rum netts the seller| times the number of all the others combined. It is sel- 
in this country, reckoned first proof. The price of New|dom the farmer calls your attention to his wants. He 
England rum is now, without the hogshead, at the distil-| seldom makes any demands or prefers any claims; and, 
lery, thirty-three cents, and can hardly be afforded for| sir, what employment is there more honorable or as use- 
that; nor will it probably be much lower ifthe duty on/ ful? By honest industry, by hard labor, by the sweat of 
molasses should continue at four or five cents. ‘Then, sir,| his brow, he is able to sustain himself, and supply the 
Without this labor, where would 
proof, and pays eighteen cents duty, it will only raise it to| be the comforts or necessaries of life? 

forty cents per gallon, seven cents above the price of do-|_ Mr. Chairman, the soil which he cultivates with his la- 
mesticrum. There can be no doubt but the foreign rum| bor is pledged for all the requirements of the Govern- 
would have a general preference in the market at twenty|ment. His fields are as lasting as the eternal hills, and 
cents difference of price. Pass this bill, and domestic! when the tax gatherer calls, he is sure to find him. He 
distilling must cease; the importation of molasses would} cannot change his employment for any other. As his lot 
be lessened; our navigation feel the effects of it; and with] is cast, so it remains. His gains may be sure, but they 
this decrease of importation, there would be a decrease| are always small. Sir, what is at this time his great de- 
of the exportation of many of those agricultural products| pendence? I speak, sir, of those in that part of the 
as well as those things which are drawn from the ocean, | country with which I am best acquainted, my own home: 
given in exchange for this article. Sir, I lay out of the|it is wool. If he be the proprietor of the land he culti- 
account the effect which the destruction of this one inte-| vates, he looks to this for his gains; if but the tenant, to 
rest would have upon the mechanics and laborers to whom/|this he looks to enable him to pay his rent, and for the 
it directly and indirectly gives employment. |maintenance of his family. Let it not be understood, be- 





I come now, Mr. Chairman, to the consideration of| 


another article: that of molasses is as much, if not more, | 
entitled toa reduction of duty than any other. Its pre-| 
sent duty is frequently equal to its cost in the island of 
Cuba, if we except the price of the hogshead; and the| 
duty proposed by this bill, of four cents a gallon, will be | 
equal to an ad valorem duty of 75 or 80 per cent. If we} 
view this article as a material for manufacturing, the re-| 
cuction goes in aid of American industry, in which may 
also be included the employ of our vessels and seamen. | 
If it is considéred as an article of domestic consumption, 
itis one of the cheapest, and most nutritious, and best} 
adapted to the use of the poor and laboring classes of 
any of the foreign productions. 


cause we have in Rhode Island a large manufacturing in- 
terest, we have not a great agricultural interest also. Sir, 
if we have but a little soil, we endeavor to supply the 
want of extensive fields by high cultivation, and placing 
upon the lands we have all the stock they can possibly 
sustain. To this interest | pray gentlemen to turn their 
attention before they vote for this bill in its present form. 
Think of our flocks, and you will have at least some mis- 
givings before you strike the blow, some compunctious 
visitings. Iam animated with hope, and cannot but take 
courage from what I have seen in the hororable gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Roor.] Anti-tariff'as he may 
be supposed to be, he has offered us one prayer for the 


|sheep pon the banks of the Delaware. 
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In regard to the agric 
might have said more, but could not have contented my- 
self with saying less. Early associations, an acquaintance | 


with it in all its parts better than with any other interest, 


as it always has, so it always will engage me to stand by 
and sustain it. The laborer is worthy of his hire. Con- 
tinue to the farmer the little pittance which he now re- 
ceives. Let him not suffer by the direct, as he certainly 
will, to what extent I know not, by the indirect operations 
of this bill, if it should pass with the provisions it now 
contains. If the Hessian fly has destroyed his grain, let 
not our legislation blast his remaining prospect. A remark 
or two more generally in regard to the navigation of the 
country to be affected by the bill, and to give all the 
credit to the committee they are entitled to. In looking 
over a comparison of the duties of the act of last session 
with those proposed by this bill, I find that on chain ca- 
bles the duty is to be reduced from 59 to 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, and, without stopping to inquire whether this 
reduction will be conducive to the interest of the rope- 
makers, the navigation of the country will give them 
credit for it. And as this interest was not entirely over- 
looked, and was recognised as an existing interest, and 
knowing as they did that it had to compete with the navi- 
gation of the world; that it has heretofore been sustained 
by the superior skill, industry, and enterprise of our na- 
vigators and seamen, without which it could not have been 
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manufacturers require it. Sir, they have not, to m, 
knowledge, asked for it. Pass this bill, and my word fi; 
it, something more than olive oil will be found necessap 
to keep their wheels in motion. This proposed redy¢ 
tion will be but a poor compensation for the losses the, 
will sustain by the operation of the bill generally. [¢; 
me then call the attention of the committee to the exten, 
and advantages to the country of a pursuit which this re. 
duction may severely affect and eventually destroy. The 
statement which I read shows the number of ships in 183], 
and men engaged in this business, the quantity of proy;. 
sions consumed, the amount of foreign articles used, aq) 
the quantity of sperm oil obtained from 1815 to 183) 
For the last two years the number of ships has greatly jp. 
creased, and the number of men now employed is more 
than seven thousand. 

Tue Waate Traps.--It is estimated that the number of 
whale ships in the United States, in 1831, was 300; the 
number of men employed in them was about 6,500, wij 
jconsumed annually 36,0.0 barrels flour, 30,000 barrel 
beef and pork, 18,000 bolts of duck, 6,600,000 staves, 
2,000 tons of cordage, and 700,000 pounds of copper ani 
copper nails. The quantity of sperm oil obtained trom 
1815 to 1831 is stated to be as follows: 
1815 3,944 bris. 1821 48,000 brls. 1827 
1816 7,539 1822 42,900 1828 


a 
t 





- 


93,180 rls 


73,077 





sustained at all; that shipbuilding is as much a manufac-| 1817 32,760 1823 87,230 1829 
ture as any other; that the mechanics of our country have | 1818 18,625 1824 92,380 1830 
also their rights, and are entitled to the protection of their} 1819 21,323 1825 62,240 1831 
country; that this navigation has been taxed with charges! 1820 1826 32,840 


79,840 
106,829 
110,000 







34,708 
upon ship registers, Mediterranean passes, and, until late- 
ly, with tonnage duties, not to mention others, it is to be 
regretted that the heavy charges on iron, hemp, and duck, 
should have been altogether apparently unobserved by 
them. Sir, the chairman of the committee at the last ses- 
sion fought manfully to reduce the duty on sail duck. I 
was proud to fight with him, and am now willing to say 
that to his great exertions is the navigation of the coun- 
try mainly indebted for the reduction of the duty on that 
article last sessionto 15 percent. ad valorem. That gen- 
tleman will allow me to say, I have no doubt, that the 
reduction at that time effected was not so great as he 
wished or desired. His recorded votes show that it was 
not. Why then has this article been overlooked by him 
in his.bill reported for the express purpose of reducing 
the revenue six millions of dollars? Do not the same 
causes now exist which existed six months ago for its re- 
duction? Have any new manufactures of it sprung up 


since the last session, requiring the aid or protection of 


the Government? 
further protection from the manufacturers in this country. 
The committee may be able to solve what to me is a mys- 
tery. They have not yet done it. 

At the last session, Mr. Chairman, I presented memo- 
rials and remonstrances against the reduction of the duty 
on olive oil. Ireceived them from that portion of my 
constituents who are engaged in the whale fishery. I pre- 
sume, sir, that if it had been generally known what this 
bill proposed in relation to olive oil, we should have heard 
at this session from those whose interests may be material- 
ly affected by the reduction upon it. The law of 1832 
reduced the duty to twenty cents per gallon, and the bill 
of this session proposes a further reduction of ten cents. 
I did not have the pleasure, said Mr. P., to hear my ho- 
norable friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. Reen,] when he 
addressed the committee a few days ago; but knowing the 
great interest his constituents have in the whale fishery, 
and his watchfulness in regard to all measures which can 
affect their interests, I doubt not he at that time called 
the attention of the committee to the operations of that 
part of the bill which I am now considering. I know not 


the interests which have called for this reduction, but I 


\ 


We have had no petitions in favor of| and against all the encouragement, direct and indir 


nae @.21@& 2wlUt Oe tO OS 


The whale oil brought in 1850 was 118,000 barrels, 
jand in 1831, 188,000 barrels; 100 barrels sperm oil \ 
| produce 27,000 pounds spermaceti. The common whial 
ships average about 1,000 barrels of oil. 
| Sir, let us view the origin, progress, and fluctuat 
| of this business as far as we have the means of exami: 
ition. It had its beginning in 1701: at the commencement 
of the revolutionary war it brought into the province of 
| Massachusetts, through the island of Nantucket alone 
| 67,00) pounds sterling annually. It then employed 1 


an ae a a ool el 


! 
| sail of vessels, with about 2,000 men, but at the opening 
‘of the peace this number was reduced to nineteen s 
jonly. Our late war suspended this business altogether 
| The statement I have submitted shows that, since the c 
clusion of the war, the success of this business has incre 
ed almost in a geometrical ratio, and this, too, by 
|mere force of American genius, skill, and enterprise, | 
jaided by bounties or any direct encouragement ont 
part of the Government of the United States whatsoever 


we ge ee ee ele ee” al ie. ae ee 


| given by other countries, England, France, and Holland 
to this species of fishery. 

| Edmund Burke might have been an enthusiast--he v 
surely a prophet, although even more has been realiz 
than his ardent imagination led him to predict when he 
pronounced the following eulogium upon the enterprise 
of the New England colonists: 

**Asto the wealth, Mr. Speaker, which the colo 
have drawn from the sea by their fisheries, you had all 
that matter fully opened at your bar. You surely thought 
those acquisitions of value, for they seemed even to ex 
cite your envy; and yet, the spirit by which that ent 
prising employment has been exercised, ought ratli 
in my opinion, to have raised your esteem and admiratio! 
And pray, sir, what in the world is equal to it? Pass 
by the other parts, and look at the manner in which the 
people of New England have of late carried on the whale 


{ 


fishery. 

** Whilst we follow them among the tumbling mountai 
of ice, and behold them penetrating into the deepest fr 
zen recesses of Hudson’s Bay and Davis’s Straits; whilst 


ar 
hea 


we are looking for them beneath the arctic circle, we 
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cold, that they are at the antipodes, and engaged under} and education of these men. 
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Our private armed vessels, 


the frozen serpent of the south; Falkland island, which manned with these men, scoured the ocean, and caused it 
seemed too remote and romantic an object for the grasp of| to blaze with the fires they set to the vessels of the ene- 


national ambition, is but a stage and resting place in the 
progress of their victorious industry. : 

‘* Nor is the equinoctial heat more discouraging to them 
than the accumulated winter of both the poles. We 
know that whilst some of them draw the line and strike 
the harpoon on the coast of Africa, others run the lon- 
gitude, and pursue their gigantic game along the coast 
of Brazil. No sea but what is vexed by their fisheries. 
No climate that is not witness to their toils. Neither 
the perseverance of Holland, nor the activity of France, 
nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of the English enter- 
prise, ever carried this most perilous mode of hardy in- 
dustry to the extent to which it has been pushed by 
this recent people; a people who are still, as it were, 
but in the gristle, and not yet hardened into the bone of 
manhood. 

** When I contemplate these things; when I know that 
the colonies in general owe little or nothing to any one 
of ours, and that they are not squeezed into this happy 
form by the constraints of a watchful and suspicious Go- 
vernment, but that, through a wise and salutary neglect, 
a generous nature has been suffered to take her own 
way to perfection; when I reflect upon these effects, 
when I see how profitable they have been to us, I feel 
all the pride of power sink, and all presumption in the 
wisdom of human contrivances melt and die away within 
me. My rigor relents. I pardon something to the spirit 
of liberty.” 

A single port in one of the Eastern States sends annu- 
ally into the Pacific Ocean more tonnage than at the com- 


mencement of the revolutionary war was owned in the| riosity until within the last fifteen or twenty years. 
The port to which I allude} 


whole thirteen colonies. 
(New Bedford) employs almost exclusively in this fishery, 
which is increasing every year, and I might almost say | 
every month, 50,000 tons of shipping. | 


my, entered his harbors, and, in some instances, laid his 
cities under contribution. Sir, our enemy was made more 
sensibly to feel the effects of the war by the dauntless 
bravery and matchless skill of these men, thus reared, 
than by all our other means of annoyance combined. 
Ought we, by any act of legislation, to be cut off from this 
source of national defence, or deprived of the means of 
successful and vigorous naval warfare? Paralyze this arm 
of our national power, and in the event of another war you 
will not find a sufficient number of American seamen to 
man the ships of the line which now constitute in part the 
navy of the United States. 

To a consideration of the cottons of the country, and 
the undoubted effect of this bill upon them, I must now 
call the attention of the committee. I regret, said Mr. P., 
that upon other topics so much of your time has been con- 
sumed by me. There are in Rhode Island more cotton 
manufactories than in any other State, and perhaps as 
much capital invested in the cotton manufacture as in any 
one in the Union. The value, extent, and importance of 
this business, the effect of this bill upon it, and a history 
of its rise and progress in the United States, must claim 
our attention. In 1789, the first cotton mill was erected 
and put into operation by an enterprising and industrious 
foreigner, in one of the then small villages in Rhode 
Island. For along period of time the business was pursued 
rather as an experiment than otherwise. I lived more 
than half my days, said Mr. P., within a short distance of 
cotton manufactories, without ever having seen one. They 
were visited by most of our citizens from motives of cu- 
lam 
authorized to say, by a gentleman who may now be with- 
in these walls, that, until 1806-7, the whole number of 
spindles in Rhode Island (and there were but few, if any, 
at that time inany other State) would not exceed 10,000, 


This business, Mr. Chairman, will be seriously injured, | owned by citizens residing in and about the town of Pro- 


perhaps destroyed, by this bill in two ways. A duty of} 
ten cents a gallon on olive oil will cause that article to! 


take the place, to a very great extent, of whale oil in our 
| own markets, and a reduction-of duty on cottons from se-| 


vidence. If, sir, the number has so far increased as to 
require for manufacture 250,000 bales of cotton, and the 
increase has been the result of the protection given by 
the Government to our manufactures, can that protection 


ven cents a square yard to one and a quarter cents, de-| in good faith be withdrawn, if, by withdrawing it, the ma- 


stroying that interest, as I shall soon attempt to show, will 
take from it the great and extensive demand which the 
cotton manufacturers have for it. And where, sir, can a 
market be found for it? Not in England, who knows her 
own interest and the importance of this business too well 
to suffer it to enter her ports. Pass this bill, and your 
whale fishery must be abandoned. 

A moment’s reflection upon the consequences of its 
abandonment, not to the labor, wealth, and commerce of 
the country, but to the national arm, and I quit the sub- 
ject. In the event of a war, seventhousand seamen will 
be withdrawn from this pursuit for the national defence; 
men who have periled life and defied danger in contend- 


F ing with the leviathan of the deep; men who will court 


danger in fighting upon the ocean the battles of their 
country. Sir, a recurrence to the events of the late war 
fully shows, that, without the nursery for seamen created 
by our fisheries, this country would not have been, as it is} 
now acknowledged to be, the bravest and most success- 
ful in naval warfare of any on the face of the globe. 
When the Guerriere struck her proud flag to the consti- 
tution, from what nursery were seamen of the latter drawn? 
From our fisheries. A great proportion of her crew were 
from Marblehead, Nantucket, and New Bedford. Turn 
to all the naval battles in which we were successful 


mainly contributed to our victories were nurtured, reared 
inthe American fisheries. But not in our national ships 
Vou. TX.—95 





nufacturing establishments will be destroyed? Will they 
be destroyed if this bill becomes a law? I think they will. 
No institutions reared or sustained by a protection of six 
and a half and seven cents per square yard, when the 
same is suddenly reduced to one and a quarter and one 
cent two mills a square yard, can possibly stand. Sir, 
the mere apprehension of the passage of this bill has led 
one individual with whom I have of late conversed, to 
say that he would to-day sell all his interest in one of 
the manufactories of Rhode Island at a discount of fifty 
per cent. upon its costs, and that factory one of the best 
conducted, and most profitable concerns of the kind in 
that State. 

Mr. Chairman, indulge me while I call your attention to 
the history of our legislation, and its operation upon the 
cottons of this country, the inevitable effect of this bill 
upon them, and the consequences which would follow the 
destruction of this branch of national industry. 

The tariff of 1816 laying a duty of 25 per cent., with a 
minimum of 25 cents per square yard, or, properly speak- 
ing, a specific duty of six and a quarter cents per square 
yard, was levelled expressly at the India cottons, which 
cost in India nine cents per yard on the average, and was 


designed, as it proved to be, prohibitory. Cotton yarns 


to al . and } were also valued at 60 cents per pound, and paid 25 per 
it will be found that the valiant sons of the ocean who} cent. duty. 


Our manufacturers now make an article two 
or three times as valuable, and sell it at 25 per cent. less 


than the cost of those cottons in India. They also, very 
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early after 1816, commenced manufacturing other descrip- 

tions of cotton goods, with which we had heretofore been 

supplied from England, and thus commenced the compe- 

tition with her, which has continued ever since, and been 

gradually extended to finer and more valuable kinds of 
goods, in which they have been aided by the act of 1818, 

repealing the clause in the act of 1816, which reduced 
the duty to 20 per cent., to commence in 1819; by the 

act of 1824, raising the minimum to 30 cents on plain cot- 
tons, and 35 cents on colored and prints, and to 75 cents 
per pound on colored yarn; and by that of 1828, which 
added five cents more to each minimum on cloth; that of 
1832 takes off the addition made in 1828. These duties 
are prohibitory on all goods of the description of those 
formerly imported from India, and on some more valuable 
descriptions, and, of course, a less duty would answer for 
the manufacture of these, and still be prohibitory. There 
is such a very great variety of cotton manufactures, dif- 
fering in appearance and value by such slight shades, it 
would not be possible te levy different rates of duties on 
each, without leading to gross frauds, and thus defeating 
the protection intended to be given. Besides, the great 
fluctuations in the market, the alternate gluts and scarci- 
ties, are such as to require the duties to be much higher 
than would otherwise be required. Should the specific 
duty be abandoned, and give place to that provided in the 
bill, the manufacturers would at once lose their market 
for all but the coarsest descriptions of cotton goods, and 
in these would meet with foreign competition to a con- 
siderable extent. A coarse and cheap article would be 
made of Surat and Bengal cotton, which costs but half as 
much in Liverpool as the Carolina and Georgia cotton, of 
which our manufacturers make such goods, and our mar- 
ket would be filled with them, as it is well known such 
goods are made in England of India cotton. Besides, 
these of our manufacturers who are now making the finer 
description of goods would have to stop entirely, (of this 
there is no question, ) or turn upon the coarse article, and 
it is easy to see that a business which, at this moment, 
does not pay but a limited profit, as I will soon fully show, 
(and it is believed, [ have certainly been so told, many 
mills have run the past year without making six per cent. 
on their capital,) would at once be ruined by such acces- 
sions to the supply both at home and from abroad; con- 
sequently, the whole cotton manufacture of the country 
would be absolutely ruined by the proposed bill, and the 
50 to 60,000,000 dollars invested in it be sunk, and a large 
proportion of the owners of this capital would become 
bankrupts. It would fall particularly heavy on many en- 
terprising men of the laboring and mechanical classes, 
who have invested all the hard earnings of their whole 
lives in the fixtures necessary to carry on the business; 
next would come the laboring classes who still work in 
the cotton mills for the owners. Thus would 125,000 
persons, and as many more connected with, and dependent 
upon them, be turned out of employment; next in the se- 
ries of victims would be the farmers in the vicinity of the 
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is built twenty-five to fifty per cent. cheaper in England 
than in this country, owing to the price of iron, coal, and 
labor. Besides, the labor on many kinds of cotton goods 
is much greater than on woollens, and the price of labor 
cannot be reduced so low in this country as to enable us 
to compete with England in this manufacture, except of 
the very coarsest kinds, without more decided commer. 
cial regulations than are contained in this bill. 

Another important feature in this bill, and to our ma. 
nufacturers a very odious one, is, the reduction of the 
duty on cotton yarn from fifteen cents per pound on un. 
bleached or uncolored, and eighteen and three-fourths 
centson colored or bleached, to ten per cent. ad valorem, 
This reduction would, if possible, more emphatically ryiy 
this business than any other. A pound of No. 20 cotioy 
yarn, Iam told, would pay about one and a half cents 
duty. This would make three and a half yards of cloth, 
and the duty would be less than half a cent per yard, 
Under such a duty yarns would be imported on the beam, 
ready prepared for weaving by power looms, if, indeed, 
the owner of the looms should be able to weave it, against 
his Manchester competitor. An intelligent constituent, 
after reading this bill, in his indignation exclaimed— ‘tlie 
devil was behind the curtain when this bill was draughted 
and the manufacturers of Manchester must have beep 
present when it was done, or the duty on yarn would re. 
ver have been reduced to ten per cent. ad valorem.” 
Many of the cotton mills which manufacture yarn exclu. 
sively, are owned by menof small property, mostly me. 
chanics and farmers, who have a small stream of water 
on their farms, and who have thus: been induced to invest 
all their money in these mills, and to give their principal 
attention to them. Many of these mills are located in the 
Middle States, and many more in New England. But t 
Paterson, in New Jersey, most of the large and valuable 
mills are employed in making yarns, but all, wherever 
situated, will shut down their gates on the day ths bill 
passes, and the owners of many, very many, of these be- 
come bankrupts; suffering and starvation soon overtal 
the men, women, and children, employed in them. 

I will now say a few words in reply to the allegat 
frequently made here, that the profits of cotton manufac- 
tories are such as would well warrant the Government i 
withdrawing the protection which has been, ever si 
1816, extended tothem. I fortunately, said Mr. P., have 
documents in my hands emanating from the Treasury 
Department, by which these allegations are disproved; 
documents for which I am at this time indebted to the 
{courtesy of the public printer. As they have not yet 
jbeen published and laid upon our desks, before | call 
the attention of the committee to this testimony, permit 
;me to state a fact furnished by a friend now in this city, 
\the truth of whichis susceptible of the clearest proof- 
|that, since the year 1816, the proprietors of twenty-c 
lof the thirty-six cotton mills on one of the streams of 
|water in Rhode Island have become bankrupts, and t! 
owners of the residue have realized less than five per 


mills, who would lose their market for their productions. jcent. per annum upon their investments. With this fact 
The mechanics, tradesmen, merchants, clerks, &c. &c.|before us, who can say that this pursuit has been so pro 
would follow in the train; in fact, all who are interested |fitable as to warrant us in adopting that part of this bill 
in the trade, and all connected with them, and almost all| which will withdraw from it the protection it now has, 
classes in the manufacturing States, thus connected, would|and with which it has too often been found a losing 
be ruined. concern? I will now send to the Chair, to be read by the 
The duty under the bill cannot be considered otherwise |Clerk of the House, the answer of an intelligent and 
than twenty per cent. ad valorem; consequently, the range | practical man, himself'a manufacturer, and well acquaint: 
of duties would be, instead of seven anda half cents per|ed with all that pertains to the business, and whose state- 
square yard, as under the law of 1832, from three-fourths| ments will be respected wherever, and by all to whom 
of one cent to two cents per yard. We manufacture but|he is known. 
few goods, the like of which would be imported at over 
two cents duty. The average, as far as there would be|.4nswer of John Whipple, of Providence, in the Stat 
any average, would be from one totwo cents, which is no} y 
protection at all. This is the solemn conviction of the 
vast majority of cotton manufacturers. Machinery itself 


Vr 


Rhode Island, to the interrogatories propounded | 
Samuel Slater, for the Treasury Department, in purs- 
ance of a resolution of the House of Representatives © 
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the Congress of the United States, of the 19th of Janua- 

ry, 1832. : 

To the five first questions, I answer, that Ephraim 
Talbot and myself are the present owners of the Hope 
mill, in Scituate, in the county of Providence. The fa- 
bric manufactured is cotton cloths, and the power is water. 
It was built in 1806, by a joint stock company, and during 
the years 1806, ’7, and ’8, 2,000 spindles were put into ope- 
ration, and $85,000, in cash, expended. No dividends, 
or receipts of any kind, were realized until 1821, when 
the establishment was sold to Mr. Talbot and myself for 
$21,000; and the outstanding debts of the company being 
paid, there remained $8,000 to be divided. Simple in- 
terest upon the $85,000 will amount to over $70,000. 
Deduct the $8,000 received, and the balance of loss is 
$144,000. 

Since our ownership, over 50,000 dollars has been ex- 
pended, and 3,400 spindles set in motion; and if it is 
admitted that since 1821 there has been a profit of five 
per cent. as stated by Mr. Talbot, still the question pro-| 
pounded being ‘‘the annual rate of profits on the capi- 
tal invested since the establishment of the manufactory,” it | 
will be seen that there has been an almost entire loss of | 
one capital of $85,000, and fourteen years’ interest; and 
what loss or what gain the present owners may realize, 
depends upon the present value of the establishment, 
which value is itself, in a great measure, dependent upon 
the future measures of Government. 

Upon this subject of profits, prejudices of an extreme- 
ly injurious character prevail, to a limited extent, in the 
Northern and Middle, and, very generally, in the South- 
ern States. The cotton and woollen manufacturers are | 
represented as greedy monopolists, who are not satisfied | 
with fortunes already accumulated, under favor of the 
Government, and at the expense of other interests,-but 
are still urging additional protection. These representa- 
tions, made by persons hostile to the American system, 
are founded partly on vague and general rumor, and| 
partly on the injudicious, and, as I conceive, extravagant | 











» statements of some of the manufacturers themselves. In| 


| the spring of 1829, a manufacturer of cotton cloths had | 


convinced himself, and endeavored to convince me, that 
25 per cent. annual profit had been, and would continue 
to be, the usual result of that employment. He isa ju- 
dicious and intelligent man, and of considerable experi- 





; ence in the business; and yet in the succeeding summer 


he failed, and paid but forty or fifty cents on the dollar. 

Larger stories even than this had come up to us from 

Boston, for several years previous to 1829. Actual divi- 

dends, it was said, of from 20 to 30 per cent. had been 

made from year to year, and capital flowed into the cot- 
ton business, excited by these and similar statements, to| 
an unprecedented amount. In the summer and fall of} 
1829, however, it was ascertained, as IT am informed and 
believe, that an actual loss of at least nine millions of dol- 
lars was sustained by the city of Boston alone. The 
experience of past vears is wholly disregarded, and again 
we hear of new millions advanced, and the old stories of | 
20 per cent. profit sounded larger than ever, and even by | 
some of the manufacturers themselves. Iam even told} 
that something like this has been stated by a worthy and_| 
intelligent manufacturer, on the floor of Congress. 

While such statements proceed from such sources, we | 
ought not to be surprised that some, even of the friends 
of the tariff, should propose a reduction of duties; nor 
ought we to complain, should it be ascertained that the | 
twenty-ninth query proposed to the Rhode Island manu-| 
facturers embodied the real opinions of some of the advo-| 
cates of the American system. That query contemplates | 
a reduction of the duties to 124 per cent. ad valorem, | 
and asks us ‘*if we should be obliged to abandon our| 
business, or should we continue to manufacture at reduced 
prices?” It presupposes very large profits at present! 
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rates, and our ability to live under a very great reduction 
of them. That and other similar queries probably arose, 
directly or indirectly, from what I deem the mere vapor- 
ing of injudicious and inexperienced men. 

Inasmuch, however, as such opinions do prevail to a 
considerable extent, no counter opinion, unless confirmed 
by proof of its correctness, can be expected to be listened 
to. I will therefore first state my opinion of past, and 
the probable future profits, and the facts on which I rely 
for its confirmation; and as all such opinions, and even 
statements of facts, are liable to material errors, I shall 
make them public previous to forwarding them to the 
proper department, in order that my misstatements (if 
any) may be corrected by those in this section of the 
country who are opposed to us as to the expediency of 
protective laws, and who, living here, have equal or bet- 
ter means of information. 

If by profit is meant the nett gain to the capitalists, all 
expenses, including interest of money, being deducted, I 
have no hesitation in saying that, in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, the residence of the owners of more than 
half the number of the cotton spindles in the country, 
there has been no profit, but a loss. I feel well assured 
that four per cent. per annum upon all the capital invest- 
ed in those two States, added to the original investments, 
would much exceed all the profits added to the present 
value of the establishments. I also feel a great confidence 
in the opinion that the manufacture of cotton is not a busi- 
ness upon which any average rate of interest or profit 
can be predicated; that the capital invested in it can with 
no propriety be termed ‘* stock,” but that a mill and its 
appendages approach nearer to a set of tools, their 
productiveness depending on the skill with which they 
are used, more than on ary thing inherent in the tools 
themselves. 

The Hope mill, in this State, and the Pomfret mill, in 
Connecticut, (owned in this State,) were erected in the 
year 1806. The former with a capital of $85,000, and 
2,000 spindles; the latter with a capital of $60,000, and 
1,000 spindles. They have both been in operation for 
twenty-six years, manufacturing similar fabrics, and en- 
countering the same markets. The former during most 
of the time was unskilfully managed, and the latter with 
as much prudence and forecast as ever mingled in any 
business. Nearly $150,000 has been lost by the one, and 
This latter mill, as 
I was assured by an active owner a few days since, has 
realized an actual profit of ten per cent. per annum, 
from 1806 down to the present time. Itis the general 
opinion here, that the success of this mill is as much 
above the other mills in the State, as that of the Hope is 
below it. I feel very confident that there is no mill in 
Rhode Island or Massachusetts, the profits of which, for 
a series of years, will bear any comparison to it. These 
are extreme cases; but there are a great number of others, 
in which the variations in the results are so great as to 
justify the opinion that tools, and not stock, is the appro- 
priate term for a cotton mill; and that we can calculate 
with the same propriety upon the average rate of interest 
upon the capital of a grocer or a tailor, without a know- 
ledge of the men, as upon a cotton spinner. The gene- 
ral result of six and twenty years’ business justifies this 
view of the subject. Prudent, cautious, and vigorous 
men, who have been their own agents, and paid interest 
for but a small part of their capital, have succeeded; and, 
to my knowledge, no others have. Even this class of 
men have in their operations mingled the character of 
the merchant so largely with that of the manufacturer, 
that it would be difficult to separate the results. 

I believe that all those who thought they were making 
considerable profits, ind who operated upon borrowed 
capitals, have failed; and that the number of those who, 
since 1806, haye either wholly failed, or retired from the 
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business, with heavy ldsses, is nearly if not quite equal to 
those who have succeeded, 

The difficulty, then, of predicating any rate of interest 
upon a business depending for its success so much on per- 
sonal qualifications, will at once be seen. 

If the present owners of cotton mills in Rhode Island 
would be at the pains of ascertaining from their books 
the immense losses which the previous owners of many 
of their establishments have sustained, it is possible that 
something like an average profit might be arrived at. 
But this will not be done; and I shall, therefore, submit a 
test which may give us a more general, and, I think, a 
fairer view of the business. 


By the report of the committee of the recent New 


York Convention, it appears that the whole number of 


spindles in the United States is 1,246,000. The number 
in Rhode Island is 235,000, owned wholly by inhabitants 
of Rhode Island. The number in Massachusetts is 339,000, 
but 100,000 of that number is owned by citizens of Rhode 
Island. In Connecticut, over 50,000 more belong to this 
State. The whole number, therefore, owned in Rhode 
Island, is 430,000; nearly one-third of the aggregate num- 
ber in the United States. 

The business commenced in this State in 1790. From 
1790 up to 1806, the increase of spindles was but 5,000. 
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present time, and I am equally mistaken if the original 
sums would not exceed the value of all the mills, with 
profits added, now owned in the State of Rhode Island, 

In Massachusetts, it is well known that millions of do]. 
lars have been sunk. No one with whom have conveys. 
ed, has ever pretended that our neighbors are as well off 
as ourselves. These two States, it will be remembered, 
contain the owners of more than one-half of all the spin. 
dles in the country; and without pretending to know the 
result of the operations in other States, I think I may 
safely affirm that all the mills owned in both States, sold 
at what similar mills may now be built for, and profits 
added, would not produce a sum equal to the original ex. 
penditures. 

The causes of this result are numerous. For several 
of the first years, machinery was excessively dear and ex. 
cessively poor. The early adventurers added their pro. 
fits to the extension of their establishments, and the great 
fall in the prices of machinery in 1816, 717, and 718, added 
to the wear and tear, almost equalled, up to that period, 
a total loss of the first cost and intervening profits. The 
hope of large incomes attracted unskilful men into the 
business, and the current opinion, as prevalent then as 
now, that 20 per cent. income was one of the ordinary 
results of a cotton mill, led to a total disregard of econo 


Se a ng ht a en 


ad 


132,000; and in 1827, there were within thirty miles of| machines; and the gradual decline of prices of the fabric 
the town of Providence, owned almost entirely by inha- 


bitants of this State, 317,538. Seven-eighths of the|turer. 

owners of one-third of all the cotton spindles in the} The most active among all the causes which have 
United States live within fifteen miles of this town.| hitherto frustrated the hopes of the manufacturer, bas 
With most of them I am personally acquainted. With| been the gradual decline of the prices of machinery. | 
very few exceptions, they personally superintend their| was this which caused most of the failures in 1829, andit 
mills, and the various business connected with them; and] is this which will produce future embarrassments, not now 


From 1806 up to October, 1815, the number increased to | my. New inventions required large expenditures for new 


itself aided the downward pressure upon the manufac. 


aye 
} 
a 


if twenty and thirty years’ experience, united with un- 
common vigilance and industry, give promise of success, 


the Rhode Island mill owners have had ample grounds at 
least to hope for it. 


The result of the experiment here, from 1806 down to 
1832, ought to be admitted asa fair test of the produc- 


tiveness of cotton spinning. What is the fact known to 
every business man in the community? It is this: that at 
the period immediately succeeding the termination of the 
war in 1815, one-half of the manufacturers failed. I have 


before me papers containing the names of the mills, of 


their owners, and the number of spindles, in 1806, 1815, 
1820, and 1827. 


from 1804 to the present time, and somewhat conversant 
with business men, some means of information have been 


afforded me; and I fully believe that the number who} 


have failed, or retired with heavy losses, equals those 
who have survived. My papers and other means of infor- 
mation are open to examination, if it is thought the esti- 
mate is too large. 

But the survivors are here, and, among them, who has 
grown rich by the manufacture of cotton fabrics? Three 
gentlemen who commenced in 1790, partly by commer- 
cial speculations, but principally by cotton mills, have 
made their fortunes. One other, wlio, I believe, began 
as early as 1804 or ’5, and who would thrive in whatever 
business and whatever portion of time or space you place 
him, is also rich. 

Hlere, then, are four men, and only four, who have en- 
riched themselves by thisemployment. 1f other fortunes 
have been made, they have also been concealed. They 
have been kept from my knowledge, and the knowledge 
of those who mingle with them in the daily business of 
ife. 
which equal capital has been expended, and Iam much 
mistaken if, during the same period, much larger results 
have not been produced. Or let any one be atthe pains 
of calculating four percent. interest annually upon all ca- 
pital expended in Rhode Island, from 1806 down to the 


Having been in the practice of the law} 


Let this business be compared with any other in| 


anticipated, by men who are lavishly advancing princely 
fortunes in this precarious business. It appears to me 
that one moment’s reflection would check the ardor and 
zeal with which these investments are making. Machine- 
ry is of itself an article of manufacture, and the prices 
now paid are, upon a moderate computation, fifty per 
cent. higher than English prices for similar machines 

Recent importations have been made of English ma. 
chinery under a charge of 55 per cent. on the original cost, 
and still the English article, so imported, costs 30 per 
cent. less than the American. There has been less do- 
mestic competition in that than in cotton cloths, but the 
price has been declining, and will continue to decline, 
until it approaches as near the original cost in England, 
as coarse American cotton cloths have approached similar 
English fabrics, 

Suppose this period to be five or ten years distant 
One hundred thousand dollars is expended in eighitecn 
hundred and thirty-two, upon machinery for a cotton 
mill; that five years hence the same machinery will be 
built for 50 per cent. less, and the ordinary wear to be -5 
per cent. more. Here then is a loss of 75 per cent. 0! 
| the capital in five years. If the period of decline is 
tracted for ten years, the deterioration by wear is !- 
creased, but the chance of balancing the evil by increase¢ 
profits is doubled. The period at which this minimum 
price must be encountered, is uncertain; but if all expe 

rience is not deceptive, it must be met at some period 
| other, and, until it does arrive, the capitalist will have to 
|contend with it, From 1806 down to the present time, 
ithe history of this branch of American industry fully 
| evinces the activity and power of this counter curren, 
‘land the sore disappointments it has never failed to lay st 
the door of the sanguine and credulous capitalists. ‘The 


‘ee 
is | 





| manufacturer who begins with small investments, trans 
| acts his own business, pays no salaries and no interest fot 
money, may calculate upon returns adequate to the active 
4 


agencies constantly at work against him. But the perio’ 
| is fast approaching when capitalists will become convinc 
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ed that gentlemen manufacturers, like gentlemen farmers, 
may expect every thing else except six per cent. from 
their investments. 

According to my views of the protective system, one 
of its original objects was to lessen the profits of this 
branch of industry, and thereby drive the capitalist out 
of the business. Its great and leading object was to aid 
the farmer by sustaining the prices of his product, and to 
furnish materials for commerce. The encouragement of 
manufactures was no part of the object of the tariff laws, 
but a mere means by which the prices of agriculture 
might be kept up, andthe prices of manufactured articles 
brought down. In a legislative view, neither the number 
nor wealth of the manufacturers was sufficiently large to 
deserve attention. Compared to the great interests of 
agriculture, they were, in 1816, as adrop in the ocean. 
Congress were then convinced that the great interests of 
agriculture stood in need of a market at home; and the 
only means which human ingenuity-has yet discovered, 
are to lessen the producers and increase the consumers. 
The less profit the capitalists realize the better, provided 
the business goes on. One of the most beneficial effects 
of the protective system is that it is constantly diminish- 
ing the necessity and the profit of large capitals, by 
bringing in competition with it the ingenuity, skill, and 
enterprise of men of slender means. Such men, aided 
by a few years more of protection, will take the business 
as exclusively into their own hands as are other branches 
of the mechanic arts. 

According to my view of the subject, the great ques- 
tion which is involved in the hypothetical reduction of 
duties to 124 per cent. ad valorem, is, what will become 
of the farmer, the artisan, the ingenious man, a whole 
generation of whom have grown up since the adoption of 
the system in 1816, and, under the faith of the continuance 
ofthat system, moulded themselves to these employments? 
Cotton to the amount of about 2,000,000 dollars is annually 
imported into Providence, and manufactured into cloth, 
which sells for about 7,000,000 dollars. Although, as I 
have attempted to show, the capitalists receive but a 
mere pittance of the latter sum, yet the people of Rhode 


ard, might renew his efforts under still more auspicious 
prospects than now exist, for the only obstacle now in his 
path, the high rate of wages, would be removed, and so- 
ciety would then become what it is now in England, com- 
posed of the few immensely rich, and the many immense- 
ly poor. A gradual or a sudden reduction of the duties, 
therefore, would ultimate either in a permanent over- 
throw of the business itself, or in such diminution of 
wages as would enable us to manufacture at English 
prices. Put the question in whatever shape we can, it 
must result in a diminution of wages, and of the prices of 
the product of the farmer. 

It may be asked, if the American fabric, in case of the 
reduction of the duties, cannot be ‘afforded at English 
prices, unless we pinch the laboring classes, by lowering 
wages, how can they be afforded at those prices if the 
duty remains, without the same diminution of wages? 
How can the fabric be made cheaper than it now is, un- 
less the cost of production is lessened, and, in order to 
lessen the cost of production, must we not lessen the 
profit of the manufacturer, or the wages which we pay 
to the various persons employed by him? and it may also 
be asked, what has the tariff to do with the cost of pro- 
duction? 

I answer, that the great object of the tariff is to lessen 
the price of the manufactured article, without diminish- 
ing the rate of wages; that to a considerable extent it has 
already been accomplished, and that time and permanent 
and steady legislation are alone wanting to complete it. 
If the price of wages is forced down toa bare subsisterice, 
there will be no difficulties in the way. The whole sys- 
tem may then be safely abandoned, for the poorer classes 
must work or starve. But, in a legislative view, the 
working classes of society ought to be prominent objects 
of attention. It is important that prices should be low, 
but it is quite as important that the laborer should be so 
well paid that he may command an equal share of the 
comforts of life. 

The tariff laws were made in order that all working 
men, the farmer, the mechanic, the manufacturer, and 
the various other persons who depend on their industry 
Island, the farmer, the artisan, the mechanic, the laborer, | for support, might enjoy their full and equal share of the 
&e. divide among them the 5,000,000 dollars. From|comforts of life. The great object was to keep up the 
them it goes to the producer of flour, corn, lumber, coal, | product of the farmer, and the wages of all the other 
iron, and all the variety of products of the Middle andj|classes. The profits of the capitalist no one regarded, 
Eastern States. This equal diffusion of wealth among all} unless so far as connected with other interests. There 
classes of society, and over the whole country, is the dis-|is no danger but that moneyed men will take care of them- 
tinguishing characteristic of manufacturing industry.|selves. Nearly all the capitalists in New England were 
Lower the present rate of duty, and expose us to the| opposed to the protective system, and the operation and 
irruption of English fabrics, and our mills must stop, unless| effect of that system will be to drive the capitalist out of 
our artisans will work at half their present wages. In|the business. At present the wealth of Boston is open- 
that event they will consume less of the productions of|ing its veins, and running freely into cotton mills. This 
the Middle and other States. Should the business con-|is as it should be. Capitalists are building them, and at 
tinue at all, the capitalist will fare as well as he now does. |a future day their agents and overseers will own them, 
The whole pressure would fall upon the laborer and the | and this latter class are the only men who will thrive. 
producer. A gradual and progressive reduction of duty |The business of manufacturing cotton is already assuming 
would tend to a gradual reduction of wages and consump-| that shape in Rhode Island. The capitalist is becoming 
tion. the owner of the privilege, buildings, and other fixtures, 

A sudden reduction would stop wages, and stop all|in order to rent them to the operator. This latter hires 
consumption of the products of other States, leaving our | his machinery, or makes it himself; and although he pays 
mechanics and artisans the alternative of emigrating to, | the same wages that are paid at mills owned and operated 
and cultivating the cheap and rich soils of the Western|by men who do not work in them themselves, yet he can 
States, or of forcing a scanty subsistence from the hard | afford his cloth from ten to fifteen per cent. cheaper. 
and unyielding hills of New England. Many laborious| The object, then, and the direct tendency of the tariff is 
and worthy men, by years of industry, have become part Ito keep up the price of wages, thereby encouraging the 
owners of some of the various branches of the manufac-| operator, so that eventually he may be the sole manager 
turing business. Their principal capital is their indus-|of the business. When that period arrives, which is at 
try. Such could not survive the shock, for no one canj| hand, our other advantages over England are such, that, 
doubt that a sudden reduction would suspend all opera-| without any reduction of wages, we can produce the fa- 
tions for a few years at least; what little property they|bric quite as cheap as the Manchester prices. When 
possess would sink so low that they never could revive} gentlemen who ride in coaches shed their character of 

again. The capitalist, on the contrary, after necessity | cotton spinners, the victory of the tariff will be complet- 
had forced down the price of wages to the English stand-|ed, and not until then. 
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My clear and decided opinion, then, is, that not a line} made some dividends while they continued the business, 
or a letter of the tariff laws ought to be touched; that] but the concern was closed at their failure, with a loss of 
every yard of English goods brought into the country, | about 40,000 dollars. The rent received during the next 
which we possess the means of manufacturing, is, pro|seven years was little more than nominal. The present 
tanto, a tax upon the farmer, and the entire class of the|owners have realized an average of seven and three. 
working men of the nation; and that their interest ought} fourths per cent. for interest of money, insurance, and al! 
not ever to be brought into danger by the threats of dis-| hazards. This is the rate of profit upon the capital em. 
union; which, for the purpose of intimidation, Southern| ployed from year to year. This capital consists of the 
politicians are daily heaping upon us. If the planters of| amount paid in 1823, and since, together with the annua] 
South Carolina, who reap the fruits of this fructifying sys-| profits since, which have been added to the fixed ang 
tem more abundantly than the abused capitalist of the| floating capital. Were the interest cast on the money 
North, will blindly persevere in attributing to the tariff} actually paid in, aside from these profits and new invest. 
consequences which flow directly from their climate, po-| ments, at the above rate of seven and three-fourths per 
pulation, exhausted lands, and, more than all the rest, their| cent. (though this is too low to cover the hazard of the 
aversion to labor; if a small minority of this great family, | business, ) and then the establishment sold for cash, which 
who will not work, are upon this subject to dictate terms|is perhaps the proper mode, there might or might not 
to those who do, they will expect to dictate upon all other} be a surplus to divide, after reimbursing the capital. This 
subjects and all other occasions; and however painful} would depend upon the circumstances under which the 
even the thought of a separation may be, I for one had} sale was made. Werte the season a prosperous one, and 
ather submit to it than to the humiliating spectacle of the} were there a measurable certainty that the legislation of 
whole farming and laboring classes of this extended em-| Government would not set every thing afloat, and effect 
pire ground down to a beggared poverty by English and| sudden and entire change in the value of the property, 
Scotch speculators in foreign goods. the result might be favorable. Were these two leading 
tespectfully, &c. circumstances reversed, and the sale made in such a sea. 
JOHN WHIPPLE. son as 1829, when our most judicious and experienced 
Pnrovipencr, 16th March, 1832. men deemed ‘there was no intrinsic value in a cotton 
mill,? or should the proposed reduction be made in 
the duties on imports, the establishment would not ll 
for any considerable proportion of the money actually in. 
vested. Itis believed that many manufacturers, in cil: 
culating their profits and losses, do not pursue the above 
mode, which appears the only correct or safe one. There 
are many causes, aside from the revulsions in trade, and 
the great uncertainty as to what legislative measures 
be adopted upon the subject, and the latter have a 
powerful and injurious influence, which are constantly 
operating to lessen the value of a cotton manufactory 
from the moment it is erected. The depreciation by wew 
and tear, and that caused by a decline in the prices of 
machinery, are both very great; but the improvements, or 
alterations at least, constantly making in machinery, which 
cause vast sums to be expended for new machines in 
place of old ones, which are thrown aside, area still more 
powerful cause. It is notorious that different machines 


[While the Clerk was reading the foregoing paper, 
Mr. Root, of New York, rose to a question of order, 
whether it was competent for a member to read, or cause 
to be read, a written or printed speech; for certainly 
what the Clerk was reading must be taken as a part of the 
gentleman’s speech. 

The Cuarr decided that it was the undoubted right of 
the gentleman from Rhode Island to send to the Clerk 
any statement or testimony which he might be anxious to 
have read. 

Mr. Roor replied, that in the English House of Lords 
the members could vote by proxy, but he never knew 
before that it was in order for a member here to make 
a speech by proxy. ] 

Mr. P. resumed. I have no disposition to break a 
lance with the gentleman from New York. I have hi- 
therto had a great share of respect for him. I shall en- 
deavor to continue that respect, but he ought to be the|and operators, of equal advantages and skill, are very 
last man in this House to klame me for doing what has|apt to differ in opinion about different machines and t! 
uniformly been done by every member who has address- | utility; in short, there is nothing fixed or certain in the 
ed the committee. I hope I shall not be so unfortunate | business, except the fact that money invested in a cot 
with my speech as that gentleman was with hisa few days/mill can seldom or never be reclaimed. And to rend 
ago—one day he made a speech in favor of nullification|the business profitable and safe, or as much so as many 
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and secession, and spent the whole of the next in explain-| other branches of business, I have sometimes thought 
ing it away and taking it back. Not content with this ought to be, though it is far from being, like a West India 
course, he afterwards had recourse to one of the news-| plantation, and produce as much in a few successful! years 
papers of the city, to publish an addendum to his work {as the estimated value of the establishment, to guard 
of two days. One day, Mr. Chairman, he planted his|against the many disastrous seasons, the many uncer‘ 
ruta baga, which he found very necessary the next day to jties that attend the trade. ; 

dig up. At the end of his first day’s labor, one of the most| ¢* ‘The alternate gluts and scarcities, already alluded to 


distinguished nullifiers in the House pronounced his speech |have so much influence upon the markets as to render it 
to be **the voice of one crying in the wilderness,” but 


t ) ‘ ; difficult to answer this question. Were the importer 
in reply, it was quaintly said ‘that it was such a voice as 


and foreign manufacturers required to guaranty | 
ought to be confined to the wilderness, and ought not to/they would not sell any goods in our market at a loss, we 
be heeded by man in a state of civilization.” Buta truce 


would readily assent to a material reduction in the dut 

with the gentleman from New York. , but the present mode of pouting upon us such excessive 

I have further testimony, Mr. Chairman, from a source | quantities of surplus goods of refuse stocks, in short, of 
not less respectable, to show that these establishments|goods which must be sold, at whatever loss, (whicli is 
have not been so profitable as they have been represented. | probably, in many instances, made up by the profits 

{Here Mr. P. read and commented on the following|their regular trade at home, and in other channels, in 
answers to queries from the Treasury Department, made | which it would be ruinous to put down the prices, as they 
by the agent and one of the proprietors of the Crompton |do frequently in this country, ) requires the duties to be 
mills factory, in Warwick, Rhode Island.] \much higher, in order for the American manufacturer to 

*« There is no such distinction between capital borrow- carry on his business with any degree of safety. W 
ed anc _ not borrowed, as contemplated by the question. |the tariff repealed, and our market regained by the Bri 
The original owners inyested a capital of 80,000 dollars, | tish, as it would be in that event, they would, in all p! 
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bability, be more cautious how. they glut it; they would 
regulate it as they do other markets under their contro), 
and it cannot be doubted but they would be able to ad- 
vance prices very materially, and very soon. The de- 
struction of the home competition would but add greatly 
to the evil. As tothe question of ‘moderate protection,’ 
upon the expediency of which the commissioner’s views 
are solicited hy the Government, in order to decide it, it 
seems Only necessary to inquire, what is the object of the 
protective system? It may readily be answered: to give 
employment aud remuneration to home industry. But is 
there not another object closely connected with this, viz. 
furnishing the consumers, the whole people of the Unit- 
ed States, with manufactures as cheap, or cheaper, tak- 
ing into consideration the increased ability which it im- 
parts to purchase, as those imported from abroad? How 
is this double object to be attained? Is it by providing 
that half way, ‘moderate’ protection, which does not 
absolutely destroy our manufactures, but merely suffers 
them to live a sickly, lingering existence, inviting, at the 
same time, foreign manufacturers to send their wares 
here, so that both may struggle for the mastery in our 
markets, and each alternately prevail, perhaps, as extrin- 
sic circumstances favor one or the other? Or is it to be 
obtained by affording, at once, a full and adequate pro- 
tection, such as will at once establish manufactures at 
home on an extensive scale? I appeal to past experience 
to decide which of these systems is best fitted to attain the 
avowed objects of both, confident that it will be found 
that each article of our manufacture that has been com- 
pletely protected, and been established a reasonable time, 
has fully realized the objects in view, and declined in 
price much more than those articles which have only 
been moderately protected.” 

“* Ask the farmer what he would do with his land were 
he denied the privilege of cultivating it; or, what is the 
same thing, were he deprived of a market for the sale of 
his produce, Ask the shipowner what he would do with 
his ship were there no merchandise to transport from port 
to port. In the event supposed, I should have no capital 
to employ in any other business. Capital invested in ma- 
nufactures cannot be transferred into any other business, 
in the supposed case, because it cannet be transmuted 
into gold and silver again. A cotton mill is of no more use, 
except to manufacture cotton cloth, than land to lie un- 
improved, or a ship to rot at the wharf. If I could not 








; carry on my establishment, no one could; no one, there- 


fore, would buy it, and it would sink into ruin.” 

‘** Were the duties thus reduced, it is probable the ma- 
nufacture of the very coarsest cotton goods might be car- 
ried on, notwithstanding the competition which would 
probably take place with an imported article of similar 
appearance, but made. of inferior stock, and much less 
durable. I do not think that any other fabric could with- 
stand the foreign competition; and it is well known, that 
by far the heaviest capital, and most expensive machinery, 
and greatest skill, are now employed in the finer manu- 
factories. It is difficult to say what employments would 
remain to be successfully followed after such a deplora- 
ble change in the affairs of the country. As a single in- 
dividual, having been a lawyer by profession, I could 
could doubtless find employment in such a state of things. 
My partner, too, being an extensive merchant, might 
continue to follow his present pursuit. But it is easy to 
foresee what would be the result of so many rushing into 
commerce as would doso. But what would become of 
the four hundred women and children employed by us, 
and the numerous families dependent upon them? They 
could obtain no other employment; many would be dri- 
ven back to the cities and towns whence they came, and 
there pine in poverty and want, 2s they did before they 
removed to the factories, and be exposed to all the temp- 
tations of vice and crime. Others would go back to their 
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native sandy capes of New England, and live on fish, but 
deprived of the many comforts they now enjoy, and es- 
pecially of the schools we have established for their use. 
Some, indeed, being children of farmers in the immedi- 
ate neighborhood, might return to their parents and 
friends, and share with them those means which might 
remain after the loss of the great and excellent market 
for their produce, thus doubling the evil to them. 

‘In order tojudge, in fact, of the propriety of the pro- 
posed reduction, (which I consider tantamount to a re- 
peal of the tariff,) it is only necessary to look at the 
direct and immediate consequences which must ensue, 
particularly in this section of the country, viz. nearly the 
total destruction of the immense capital employed in the 
manufacture of cotton and wool, and the bankruptcy of 
most of the numerous proprietors of these works; the 
very great number of laborers and artisans employed in 
them would either be left without employment, and des- 
titute, or thrown upon agriculture, which, losing its home 
and only market by the same blow, could not sustain the 
shock, but must be ruined also; the coasting trade, now 
so unprecedentedly flourishing by means of the prosper- 
ous state of domestic industry, would be very nearly de- 
stroyed; internal trade, in all its thousand ramifications, 
would languish; and foreign navigation, so much of which 
is now employed in carrying abroad our manufactures, 
and bringing home various materials used in them, would 
be confined to exporting that portion of our agricultural 
products which are admitted by the high tariffs of the 
rest of the world, and to importing what foreign articles 
we could pay for, and not be benefited by the change. 

‘* The population of the Eastern States would be ob- 
liged to emigrate to the West, which is already in want 
of a market for many of her valuable productions, and 
these greatly aggravate the evils of over production; the 
agricultural products of the Middle, Western, and South- 
ern States, of which we now consume such quantities, 
would be greatly diminished in value; the country would 
be inundated with foreign manufactures, and exhausted 
of all its specie to pay for them ina very short time. ‘Thus 
should we become bankrupt, both asa nation and as in- 
dividuals, and reduced to the greatest poverty and dis- 
tress.”’ 

‘Suppose the article a common 4-4 brown sheeting, it 
would be worth about 8} cents, or the amount of the pre- 
sent duty; an equivalent ad valorem duty would be then 
100 per cent.; were the article a cambric print, worth 
35 cents the square yard, the duty should be 25 per cent. 
It is obvious that no rate of ad valorem duty could be 
** equivalent to the present with the minimum,” because 
that is a per centage on the value, and the present is tan- 
tamount to a specific duty; the per centage, but not the 
amount of duty, varying with the value of the article. 
The present duty is prohibitory of the first article above 
mentioned, and might with propriety be reduced in rela- 
tion to it, were it not for the frauds which would be 
practised the, moment a distinction were attempted be- 
tween different kinds of goods, whether by a valuation, 
a division into coarse and fine, or in any other mode; and, 
therefore, it seems most advisable to retain the high duty 
upon the low priced article, especially as it does no harm 
more than one would of half the amount; it is never paid, 
and is merely nominal. This point was considered by the 
manufacturers in 1828, when an addition was desired 
(which was made by Congress) to the minimum, in order 
to reach the finer and more valuable description of goods. 
Instead of attempting any definition of such goods, it was 
unanimously agreed that raising the minimum would be 
the preferable mode, and that this would have no effect 
upon the coarse descriptions, which were already pro- 
hibited. 

«*} consider the minimum valuation the best part of the 
system, and that alone which has almost wholly prevented 
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frauds in articles of cotton manufacture, such as have been 
so extensively practised in woollens. It is unfortunately 
sometimes misunderstood, as intended to indicate the ac- 
tual value of the article embraced in it. It has been 
stated, even on the floor of Congress, that when the mi- 
nimum of 25 cents per square yard was established by the 
tariff of 1816, that was the actual value of the article re- 
ferred to; whereas, by a reference to the proceedings of 
Congress at the time, it will appear that the tariff was 
established almost exclusively with reference to India 
cottons, the average value of which was 9 cents per yard. 
The duty being 25 per cent. on 25 cents, or 6} cents, was 
consequently 70 per cent. 

«sit has been the object of subsequent tariffs to em- 
brace other goods from 9 to 35 cents; as they can have 
none but a prohibitory effect, except upon articles say 
from 15 to 35 cents, if we suppose the average value of 
cottons imported is between these sums, say 25 cents, the 
really effective per centage of duty paid is considerably 
less now than it was in 1816, upon the articles intended 
to be embraced by the tariff of that year. It is, in fact, 
but 35 instead of 70 per cent. 

** Such have been the frauds practised in woollens, by 
attempting to regulate the duties by the cost of them in 
the country whence imported, it is presumed it is not con- 
templated to apply this mode to cotton manufactures. 
But the mode suggested by the question is believed to be 
liable to as great or greater objections. In the first place, 
it would be extremely difficult to find suitable appraisers; 
in order to ensure the requisite skill and information, they 
must be selected from those merchants engaged in the 
trade of importing, or, at least, in that of buying and 
selling here; and if so, however skilful and experienced, 
as well as respectable they may be, they would be too 
much interested in the subject to make, in all cases, a 
correct appraisal. In fact, they would have it in their 
power to set the tone to the whole market; and however 
honest and well-intentioned men may be, human nature 
cannot bear such temptations. 

** But a still more important objection is the fluctua- 
tions in prices, which are well known to be much greater 
in our own markets than those from which we import 
manufactured goods; because the high and prohibitory 
tariffs of those nations exclude foreign fabrics, while our 
system, as much as it is complained of, still allows our 
markets to be the receptacle of manufactured goods from 
all countries, and to be frequently glutted with them. 
Hence, the duties would be subject to perpetual and very 
material variations; and, what is of yet greater import- 
ance, they would be lowest, and the protection to our 
manufactures the least, when they need it the most, be- 
cause their own goods are selling at the lowest rates, thus 
doubling to them the evil of reduced prices; while the 
foreign manufacturer would find the same evil lessened 
to him instead of increased, because the lower the value 
of his goods, the less duties he would have to pay; thus 
giving to foreign an advantage over domestic industry, 
instead of the reverse, which sound policy, or at least the 
principle of the protective system, dictates. Were this 
mode of levying the duties in operation at the present 
time, when it is well known all kinds of manufactured 
goods have greatly declined from last year’s prices, and 
many domestic as well as foreign fabrics are selling at 
great sacrifices, how could we withstand such a discrimi- 
nation in favor of the foreign manufacturer? Many would 
be ruined by it, and all would suffer irremediably. There 
are many other objections to the ad valorem system, but 
it is believed the foregoing are sufficient to show that the 
adoption of it would be ruinous to our manufactures, and 
little better than a total repeal of the tariff.” 

It has been contended by gentlemen who have partici- 
pated in this debate, and, among others, by an honoralle 
member from Maryland, [Mr. Howarp,] that cotton ma- 
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nufactires need no further protection than this bill gives, 
because cotton goods are exported already. This is true, 
but not to much extent, and none but the heaviest ang 
coarsest goods are exported on which more stock and 
less labor are bestowed, and such as have not been made 
in England to a very great extent. The business of e;. 
porting cotton is rather a chance business, ventured 
upon occasionally by our merchants who are the most ep. 
terprising in the world, who drive their commerce jnty 
every port that is open to them, and who export cotton 
goods as a remittance or an adventure, sometimes makin 
a profit and as often losing. The exportation of these 
goods is by no means a regular business. Those mer. 
chants who have tried it the longest have lost by it and 
given it up. What business, Mr. Chairman, is so despe. 
rate as not to be sometimes hazarded by some? 

I have already stated the probable amount invested jn 
cotton manufactories in Rhode Island, and now have the 
returns of the number of the cotton and other manufy. 
tories in Rhode Island, from the Treasury Department, 
Gentlemen need not be alarmed, for I shall not read the 
paper which I have now in my hand, but will only cal} 
the attention of the committee to an abstract of these re. 
turns, from which will be learnt that there are in Rho 
Island 119 cotton mills, 238,877 spindles, number of m 
employed 1,744, women 3,301, children 3,550, whose 
aggregate wages amount to $1,214,515. Shall these men, 
women, and children, be thrown out of their employmen, 
and turned beggars upon the world, by our legislation’ 
They will then be fit for treason, stratagems, and spoil; 
yes, sir, and nullification too. Will they, sir, submit to 
such a state of things as the passage of this bill will pr. 
duce? We do not deal in menaces or gasconade, to the 
extent indulged in by some portions of this Union. We 
are slow to anger. A vertical sun has not to the same 
degree warmed our blood, or caused it to course s 
quickly through our veins; but, sir, the same causes will 
produce the same effects here they have produced in other 
countries. The cries of the poor and laboring classes for 
bread will be heard, and must be heeded; the fires of 
Nottingham, Bristol, and Manchester, may be transferred 
to this now happy land. 

It will be seen, from the abstract I have exhibited, that 
about 7,000 women and children are usefully and profit: 
ably employed in these institutions. And let it not be 
understood, as I have heard it insinuated on this fi 
that they are the white slaves of those who employ them 
Sir, the reverse is nearer the truth. I have seen a female, 
who, before she was twenty years of age, by her eilict, 
stopped every mill in one of the most flourishing manu: 
facturing villages in Rhode Island. She was called the 
Hancock of Pawtucket, because she was as annoying to 
the mill-owners in that village, because they were as much 
in dread of her influence and power, as the British Go- 
vernment ever was of the influence of John Hancock, or 
Samuel Adams. Like them, too, she was not included in 
the general amnesty promulgated for the benefit of her 
followers, but was finally hired to leave those who seemed 
to be controlled by her influence. Sir, rather than suo 
mit to the evils of this bill, she would head an army of her 
own sex to nullify obnoxious laws, or meet those who are 
opposed to wholesome regulations. The operations of the 
American system are altogether in favor of the poor and 
laboring classes of our community. Every tariff we have 
passed might with great propriety be denominated the 
poor man’s protection. 

Mr. P. proceeded to a comparison of the great an¢ 
leading interests of the nation. From papers before 
me, said he, I am authorized to state that the tonnage o 
the United States, registered and enrolled, is about 
2,000,000 tons; which, estimated at 30 dollars per ton, 
would be $60,000,000. This is supposed to employ no 
less than 80,000 seamen, which, at 10 dollars wages pe! 
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month, is $9,600,000 per annum. The cotton manufac-| On motion of Mr. BANKS, the committee then rose, and 
ture, including the manufacture of machinery, bleache-| the House adjourned. 
ries, and print works, was, in 1831, ascertained to be ‘aoa : 
$44,914,934, (since considerably augmented, ) and at that Tuunspay, Janvary 31. 
time gave employment to labor within their own works MASSACHUSETTS RESOLUTION. 
and factories, equal to $12,155,723 per annum. From ' 
this, it appears that the wages in the manufacture of| The motion of Mr. Witpr, of Georgia, to reconsider 
cotton and machinery, bleacheries and printing, exceed | the vote of the House by which a memorial from the Le- 
the whole amount of wages fur manning our whole com-| gislature of Massachusetts, on the subject of the bill to 
mercial marine in the foreign and domestic trade. The| alter the tariff, had been referred to a Committee of the 
Government has, with the most politic and liberal care, Whole on the state of the Union, and crdered to be print- 
protected this branch of our industry, and given to our | ed, so far as related to a report therein contained from a 
own citizens the entire monopoly of the coasting trade. | committee of that Legislature was concerned, coming up 
{Here Mr. P. wes called to order by Mr. JEenrrer, of for consideration, : 
Maryland, on the ground that a member had not a right | Mr. WILDE rose, and read from the document in ques- 
to read his own speech, or the speech of another. tion an extract from the preamble to the resolutions; which 
Mr. P. replied that he was doing neither, but was re-| part of the preamble, he said, imputed! to the Committee 
ferring only to his own notes. of Ways and Means that their real object in reporting 
The Cuarr decided Mr. P. was in order. this bill was different from their professed and ostensible 
Mr. Jeniren then read from Jefferson’s Manual to prove} one. Mr. W. said he would not be understood as express- 
the correctness of his positions.] ing or feeling either mortification or surprise at this for- 
Mr. P. was permitted to proceed. I regret, said he, | mal impeachment of the motives of his associates and him- 
that the gentleman from Maryland has gone off half cocked. self. The language of the preamble was not certainly 
I regret these interruptions, as they will necessarily tend} such as legislative bodies, in their solemn public acts, had 
to protract my remarks. been accustomed to use or hear. Perhaps it was altoge- 
The cry of ** question” becoming now loud, Mr. P.|ther such as deliberative assemblies had heretofore con- 
said, When, in the cry of ‘* question,” I hear the knell of| sidered worthy of their dignity and gravity. Every pub- 
my country’s ruin, as was once said by a celebrated Eng-| lic body, however, said Mr. W., must be presumed to 
lish statesman, 1 will not yield the floor; as the very few! know the tone which it best becomes them to adopt, and 
minutes more which I intend to speak, may, for that time, | in that most delicate task of nicety adapting the shades 
at least, keep off the ruin with which we are threatened. | of language to the tints of character: far be it from me to 
Now, Mr. Chairman, why and wherefore are we required | question any judgment which the liberal and enlightened 
to pass this bill? ‘fo appease, as I am led to believe, the} Legislature of the State of Massachusetts may think pro- 
State of South Carolina, entail ruin on all those States} per to pronounce upon itself. With that I do not meddle. 
which have ever been obedient, to quiet one that for) My business is with the judgment which it has pleased the 
a long time has been refractory, and liberal in threats| Legislature to pass upon myself and my associates. Inthe 
of nullification, secession, disunion, and civll war. Sir, | justice of this judgment, it is hardly to be expected that I 
is this the way to conciliate and secure the affections of| should acquiesce. I will examine neither its courtesy nor 
that portion of the country from which [come? Punish/candor. It may be all true, and it may be the pleasure of 
them, because South Carolina, who well deserves punish-/ this House to confirm by its votes the high authority of the 
ment, requiresit! Let gentlemen beware, lest, in avoiding | Législature of the State of Massachusetts. With all this, 
the rock, we are swallowed up in the whirlpool, which/|said Mr. W., [have nothing to do. Whether the majority 
Yes, sir; New Eng- | of this House will or will not unite with the Legislature of 
land, which complies with all your requisitions, violates| Massachusetts in pronouncing the conduct of their com- 
no law, seldom exercises the privilege of complaining, is} mittee disreputable and deceitful, it becomes me not to 
to be turned over to the beggarly elements, while South} conjecture. 1 cannot admit the fact to be so, and I ask 
Carolina is to be invited to the richest feast which the nation| of the courtesy of gentlemen permission to record my 
can provide for her! This, I suppose, is substantial jus-| vote against it. I hope the question may not be discussed. 
tice, retributive justice, commutative justice. Sir, our}! have no disposition to be thought improperly sensitive 
evils and sufferings will be greatly aggravated by the re-| or fastidious; none to get at new causes of angry contro- 
flection that South Carolina mainly contributed to fasten! versy, new occasions for heats and jealousies. This House 
can surely proceed, without debate, to do an act of simple 
complains. It was resisted by the people whom I repre-| justice. I ask that the vote referring this preamble, and 
sent, until resistance was found to be altogether useless. | ordering it to be printed, may be reconsidered. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said he wished to offer a 


They had, at the time of the commencement of the re- 

strictive measures which led to the creation of our pre-| word or two in reply to what had fallen from the gentle- 

vailing policy, other pursuits and more profitable ones| man from Georgia. The Legislature of Massachusetts, 
feeling that the question of a reduction of protecting du- 


than those which they now have. 
Sir, Lam old enough to recollect the effect of the sud-| ties involved matter of great importance to the people of 
that State, had referred that subject with other matters 


den change in our policy. I knew men whose property | 
to a joint committee of members of both Houses: that 


committee had made a report in part, so far as related to 
the bill reported by the Committee of Ways and Means to 
this House: that report had been acted on by the Legisla- 
ture, certain resolves had been passed in consequence, 
and the whole had been forwarded to each of the repre- 
sentatives of the State of Massachusetts on this floor. One 
of his colleagues [Mr. Apams] had felt it his duty to pre- 





right to believe themselves rich and independent, who 
have gone down to the grave poor and pennyless. Some| 
there are who are still living, and now lingering out an | 
existence by no means desirable, in poverty and want. 
Sir, are we always to be thus the sport of the measures 
and legislation of the Government? Let it not be left to| 
them to say, our Government is as treacherous as the| } 
sea, and as unstable as the waves of the ocean. sent a copy of these papers to the House, and had moved 
I have much more to say, said Mr. P.; but having already | that they be referred to a Committee of the Whole House 
Sccupied too much of the valuable time of this commit-|on the state of the Union, and printed: that motion had 
tee, 1 must now yield the floor, thanking gentlemen for| prevailed. 
their very patient attention. 


Vor. TX, —96 


But now, a motion was mede by the gentle- 
man from Georgia to reconsider that vote, so far as the 
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report of the legislative committee was concerned: and 
this motion was made on the express ground that that re- 
port contained language offensive to one of the members 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. Now he did not 
know whether the Legislature of Massachusetts cared one 
farthing whether the resolutions passed by them were sub- 
mitted to this House or not. There was nothing on the 
“face of the resolutions which" indicated any desire that 
they should be laid before Congress. Those resolutions 
were in the form of instruction to their Senators, and 
request to their Representatives. 

They contained a clear expression of the opinion of the 
character of the bill before this House, and that opinion 
was, unquestionably, very different from the opinion of 
the Committee of Ways and Means: but the expression of 
it implied no intention to give offence to that committee. 
Such votes of opinion were, he believed, usual in all legis- 
lative bodies. Certainly such resolutions had been passed 
in the Legislatures of more States than one in this Union 
since the bill had been reported: and he had never known 
any exception taken to any such legislative expressions of 
opinion, however they might differ from the opinions en- 
tgrtained by particular individuals, or even by a mere ma- 
jority of this House. Nothing disrespectful to this body 
was implied in the passage of such legislative acts: nor 
had the Legislature of Massacliusetts, in the present case, 
done any thing which ought to be so considered. 

It had been the custom of the members of the House, 
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not know, indeed, that the language spuyed by the 

een the hap- 
piest and most proper that might have been employed, 
but sure he was that no hostility had been expressed o, 
felt toward the gentleman from Georgia, or any of his co}. 
leagues on the Committee of Ways and Means. No ji 
blood, no purpose of offence, he was very certain, haj 
been entertained by those who drew up the report. With. 
out any such feeling, and without the least want of respect 
for the committee, Mr. D. himself believed that other 
considerations had actuated the committee; nor did he Sup. 
pose that any one would question it fora moment. The 
committee had put forth in this report but one reason, viz, 
the reduction of the revenue to the wants of the Govern. 
ment; but he did not think they would themselves deny 
that no other motive had had place in thein minds. Mr 
D. should be very sorry if, after the House had sent these 
resolutions to a Committee of the Whole, and had placed 
them on the files of the House, resolutions which con. 
mitted no man, the printing of which sanctioned nothing 
contained in them, should be withdrawn from the files by 
so uncourteous a vote as was now proposed, 

Mr. WILDE said that he did not complain of any thing 
contained in the papers of Massachusetts, as pressing at 
all onthe dignity of any member of the House: for him. 
self, he claimed nothing more than belonged to him iy 
common with every other member of the House. No 


when such papers were put forth by the Legislatures of}would he, by any argument ad hominem, or argument of 


the States from which they came, more especially where 
they contained instructions to them, to lay copies of the 
resolutions before the House. Such was the well known 
and established usage, and it wasas much the usage of the 
House always to refer such papers, and order the print- 
ing of them. 

The gentleman from Georgia, however, took an excep- 
tion, not to the general usage, but to the printing of cer- 
tain portions of the report of the Massachusetts committee. 
The language of these passages impugned, in the opi- 
nionr. of the gentleman, the motives of the Committee of 
Ways and Means: but the language contained nothing 
disrespectful to the committee or to the House. What 
was the amount of it? Merely this: that, in reviewing the 
measures proposed by the committee, the committee of 
Massachusetts were of opinion that other considerations, 
besides a mere reduction of the revenue, have induced the 
committee to report the bill which they had brought into 
the House. 

Now Mr. D. put it to the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, upon his honor, to say if other considerations had 
not had at least as strong an operation on the committee as 
the mere desire toreducethe revenue. Mr. D. knew not 
the sentiments which might be in the breast of his friend 
from Georgia, or in the hearts of other members of the 
Committee of Ways and Means; but had the committee 
said, would they now say, themselves, that they had no 
other object in view but merely and purely to reduce the 
revenue to the wants of the Government? There was not 
a man upon this floor who did not know that other consi- 
derations had been entertained here. Every one knew 
that the great end and object of the bill was to get rid of 
the tariff, to reduce the duties, not to diminish the reve- 
nue. Every body knew that the whole South had been 
laboring, for years and years, to destroy the protective 
system. Mr. D.-did not complain of this. Those gentle- 
men had a right to bring forward their views, and to press 
them with all the force of argument. But Mr. D. did as- 
sert (whether the language should be considered respect- 
ful or not) that other motives had entered into the con- 
sideration of the members here, and that the reduction of 


any other kind, be induced to enter at large into a discus. 
sion on this topic. All he asked was, that he might be 
permitted to record his vote in such a manner as to avoid 
the conclusion that he assented to the accusation contained 
in the Massachusetts report. 

Mr. E. EVERETT said he felt himself called upon, by 
what had fallen from the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr 
Wipe, ] to say a few words. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia asks a reconsideration of the vote passed yesterday, 
to commit and print the report and resvlutions from Mas. 
sachusetts, because those papers charge him and his col- 
leagues with ‘disreputable and deceitful conduct,” and 
because he wishes not to stand in the ridiculous position 
of sanctioning such a charge upon himself, as he should 
do if the order to commit and print these papers were re 
corded without his dissenting voice. Sir, I would not 
have voted myself for the commitment of these paper, 
had I supposed that, in so doing, L brought such a charge 
against the gentleman and his colleagues. I respect him 
and them. Ido not wish to have their feelings wounded, 
and I would not co-operate in wounding them. _ 1 resist 
the gentleman’s motion of reconsideration, because it im- 
putes, in substance, to the Legislature of Massachus«tts, 
an intention to give that gentleman and his colleagues pet- 
sonal offence. Now, sir, | wholly deny that any such thing 
was intended; and, also, that the House of Representatives, 
in respectfully disposing, in the usual manner, of the re 
ports-and resolutions of a ‘* sovereign State,”’ (I use the 
fashionable phrase, although I do not think it the best 
mode of characterizing any one of these United States, 
binds itself, at any time, to any of the doctrines which may 
be contained in such papers. A contrary principle would 
pledge this House to some pretty strange doctrines. | 
have sat here, year after year, and witnessed the presen: 
tation and commitment of many documents, from different 
quarters, expressing themselves, on the subject of our le- 
gislation here, in terms, contrasted with which the lan- 
guage of these resolutions is mild and gentle. I never have 
known the regular and respectful disposal of such papers 
resisted on the grounds taken by the gentleman from 


|Georgia; and I take leave to say that the State of Georgia 


the revenue was merely an argument employed in refer- {has contributed her full share of papers of this charactet 


. . - . | 
ence to an ulterior object—an object which many gentle- | 


to the files of the House. I have no especial commission 


men had long had in constant view. ‘The argument had |to interpret the purposes of the commonwealth of Mass 
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chusetts in adopting this report and resolutions; but I 


feel quite safe in saying that it was no part of that pur- 
pose to give personal offence to the gentleman and his col- 
leagues. Such a supposition is excluded by the charac- 
ter of all the’parties, by the character of the committee, 
by the character of the body supposed to have made the 
charge, by the reason and nature of the case. 

I shall not enter into a verbal criticism of the docu- 
ment, nor endeavor to say over again what has been said 
by my colleague. I hold with him, that it is the evident 
and express intention of the report to say this: that the 


Massachusetts Resolution. 


(H. or R. 


Does not the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Witpe]} 
see that the course he pursues, if successful, would place 
the Seaate, and his friends there, in a very disagreeable 
position? If he should succeed in throwing the resolu- 
tion of Massachusetts out of this House, on the grounds 
taken by him, will the members of Congress rest con- 
tented, while the journal of the Senate contains a protest 
from Georgia, going much further in charging those who 
voted for the bill of 1828 with being parties to a deceitful 
and fraudulent act? If the resolutions of Massachusetts 
are to be thrown out of this House, will it not be equal 


object of the pending bill is not the fiscal operation of| justice to expunge the protest of Georgia from the jour- 


reducing a redundant revenue, but a political measure, to 
the state of affairs in the South. Now, sir, is there any 
offensive imputation of motives in this? On the contrary, 
is it not matter of notoriety and universal admission? 1 
have heard a great part of what has been said on this 
floor, for and against the pending bill; 1 have conversed 
with members on both sides, all round the House, and 
have been not an inattentive reader of the public journals 
on this great subject; andif my memory does not deceive 
mé¢, I have not heard nor read an opinion from a single 
individual, in the flouse or out of it, which did not take 
it for granted, as a thing neither needing to be affirmed, 
nor capable of being denied, that the great prevailing 
object of bringing forward this bill at this time is, not} 
to adopt a fiscal measure, beginning and ending in reve-| 
nue, but to pursue a course of policy, in reference to| 
protecting duties, which will meet the requisitions of 
South Carolina. Did not the gentleman from Georgia 
put this to us in the strongest and simplest form? Did 
he not tell us, the other evening, that the question on 
the bill was reduced to this alternative, cither to lay a 
duty on tea and coffee, or go to war with South Carolina? 
And after that avowal, can the gentleman take offence at 


its being said that the reduction of duties is not his only | 


object? I do not think it necessary to quote vrecedents 
to justify the language of the Legislature of Massachu- | 
setts. If I did, they are numerous and ample. When} 
the bill of 1828 passed, a gentleman from South Carolina | 
{[Mr. Drayton] moved to amend the bill so that it should 
read, a bill to increase the duties on certain imports, for | 
the purpose of increasing the profits of certain manu-| 
facturers. Did the gentleman from South Carolina con- 


nalsof the other? If the gentleman from Georgia should 
succeed in affixing this stigma on the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts, will there be found no Senator to mete back 
the same measure to Georgia? And where is a warfare of 
this kind to end? 

Sir, I end as 1 began; nothing personally offensive is 
intended. The Legislature of Massachusetts has ex- 
pressed its opinions freely on a subject of great public 
concernment, and is entitled to that respectful reception 


from the House, which was accorded to it yesterday, and 


I trust will not be revoked to-day. 
will not press his motion. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said that he should vote against the 
reconsideration, not because he did or did not consider 
the language referred to as offensive, but because (though 
not disposed to carry the doctrine of State rights to ex- 
tremes) he thought every State hada right to speak to 
this House in its own language. For his part, he liked 
to see every State speak to the General Government in 
plain language; and he believed it to be the duty of the 
House to record its language. He did not consider the 
report as containing language imputing any censure to the 
motives of the Committee of Ways and Means. He was 
free to acknowledge that the committee and this House 
had far higher objects in view in passing this bill than a 
mere reduction of the revenue; it looked to the quieting 
of the country; not to the pacifying of South Carolina 
alone, but to the peace of every portion of the Union. 

Mr. W. ccncluded by moving to lay the motion of Mr. 
Witper uponthe table. He, however, withdrew the mo- 
tion at the request of 

Mr. POLK, who said that he was very indifferent 


I hope the gentleman 


ceive himself as making an imputation personally offensive | whether the motion prevailed or not. The papers from 
to the majority of the House who had just passed the bill? | Massachusetts were not addressed to Congress, and there- 

But I have a precedent a little more close to the point. | fore the remark of the gentleman from Kentucky, that a 
In 1829, the Legislature of Georgia sent her, protest to | State had a right to speak to the General Government in 
the Senate of the United States against the law of 1828, |its own language, did not apply. Mr. P. did not dispute 
and used the following language, in speaking not of a|the right; but these were resolutions addressed by Mas- 
report of a committee, but of an act which had received | sachusetts to her own representatives, one of whom had 
the sanction of all the branches of the Government, and | presented them to the House, and caused them, in part, 
was the supreme law of the land, Iread a passage from|to be read. Mr. P. had heard them imperfectly; but, on 
the journal of the Senate: ‘In her sovereign character |looking at the papers, he found their language to be very 
the State of Georgia protests against the act of the last/ violent in its character, charging those who pressed the 
session of Congress entitled ‘An act in alteration of the | bill now under consideration, as intending to exercise ‘a 
several acts imposing duties on imports,’ as deceptive in| wanton act of power.” [Here Mr. P. quoted the resolu- 
its title, fraudulent in its pretexts, oppressive in its exac-|tions.] Here all who desired a reduction of the revenue, 
tions, partial and unjust in its operations, unconstitutional | all who wished to see the rates of protection lowered, 
in its well known objects, ruinous to commerce and agri-| were denounced in a paper coming from the Legislature 
culture, to secure a hateful monopoly to a combination of | of Massachusetts, and which had been presented by one 
importunate manufacturers.” Pretty strong language, | of the members from that State, and might therefore be 
to be sure, sir; but did Georgia, in using it, really mean | presumed to express that geutleman’s own opinions. The 
to charge with disreputable conduct the members of|imputation was not restricted to the members of the Com- 
Congress who passed the bill, among whom are persons| mittee of Ways and Means, but was made against every 


whom she delighted, and I presume still delights to honor, 
the late Secretary of War, [Mr. Eaton,] the present Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, [Mr..McLane,] the gentleman 
from Kentucky over the way, [Mr. R. M. Jounson,} and 
the Vice President elect of the United States, [Mr. Van! 
Buren, ] all of whom recorded their names in favor of this 
bill, ‘thus deceptive in its title, and fraudulent in its 


ste wte??? | 
pretexts | 


friend of reduction in the House. As an humble member 
of the committee, Mr. P. did not care a straw for this 
language; the violence of the Massachusetts Legislature 
should not affect him. But the language of the report 
was not justified by fact: these papers affirmed that the 
House was about to abandon the whole protective policy; 
was that true? 

Mr. P. would notice some other paragraphs; and he 
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noticed, only to repel them. [After quoting several pas- 
sages from the resolutions, and commenting on them, 
Mr. P.continued.] He would say, that those who were 
capable of thus impnting to others motives which were 
evil, were themselves capable of being influenced by 
motives such as they would not avow. If such motives 
were imputed to him and to his colleagues, he hurled 
them back from whence they came. The committee had 
honestly endeavored to do their duty, as they understood 
it, and they could do no less than repel such imputations. 
They were wholly unauthorized; many assumptions in 
the report were wholly untrue; and the whole paper 
seemed not to have been duly considered before it was 
adopted and put forth to the world. Mr. P. concluded 
by repeating that he cared not what became of the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia. He had chosen to 
express his opinions in the language contained in the 
paper referred to. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said that nothing the gentleman had 
read was half as violent as the language employed by 
gentlemen of the House in their speeches on that floor, 
and for which they had not been called to order. 
W. was very sure that if he thought the bill proposed 
a ‘* wanton act of power,” he would not hesitate to say 
so. He renewed his motion to lay,the resolutions on the 
table. 

Mr. WILDE said that as the gentleman from Kentucky 


{Mr. Wicxurrre] had thought proper to conclude a| 


speech with a motion to lay on the table, and thereby cut 


off all opportunity of reply, he should do all that remain- | 


ed to him, by asking the yeas and nays. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE said that if the gentleman was very | 


anxious to reply, he would once more withdraw his mo- 
tion; and he withdrew it accordingly. 

Mr. WILDE szaid he should not avail himself of the 
opportunity. 


Mr. ADAMS suid that he hoped the yeas and nays 


would be taken on this question. 


Massachusetts Resolution. 


Mr. 


He considered the mo-} 
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reign powers of the States; but he was of opinion, that, 
when one of the States, sovereign or not, spoke throug 
its Legislature, and the public act of the Legislature had 
been regularly received by the House of Representatives, 
it was entitled to be treated with profound respect, and 
not with insult. 

Mr. A. said that his colleague [Mr. Everett] had read 
some papers heretofore received by both Houses of Con- 
gress from the Legislature of the State of Georgia, 
which were couched in language fuller by far, and much 
stronger, than that which had been objected to in the 
paper from Massachusetts, and which contained imputa. 
tions on the motives, not of particular individuals, or of g 
particular committee, but of the whole Congress in 
body. Mr. A. would take the liberty to call the attention 
of the House to certain passages of another paper, re. 
ceived at this very session, and only a few days since, as 
one of tae documents accompanying the recent message 
of the Executive to Congress; a paper which was said to 
speek the sentiments of South Carolina; it was an address 
from the South Carolina convention; addressed, not as its 
title in the printed document purports, to the people of 
the United States, for the convention acknowledged no 
people of the United States; according to them there 
lexists no such people; but addressed to the people of 
twenty-three distinct communities in this country, and 
what did they say? Here is the address, sir; and it is to 
the people of Massachusetts, Virginia, New York, and so 
}on, naming in succession each of the States of the Union, 
twenty-three in number. 

And what says this address? 

‘« Every representative in Congress should be responsi- 
|ble, not only to his own immediate constituents, but 
through them and their common participation in the bur- 
dens imposed, to the constituents of every other repre. 
sentative. If, in the enactment of a protecting tariff, the 
| majority in Congress imposed upon their own constituents 
the same burdens which they impose upon the people of 





tion made by the gentleman from Georgia as an insult to} South Carolina, that majority would act under all the re- 


the State of Massechusetts. 


by its authority placed upon its files. Mr. A. repeated, 


that such a motic n was an insult on Massachusetts; and, 


therefore, he desied the vote upon it should be recorded. 


As tothe exception which was taken to language used by 


The proposition was to turn 
out of doors a solemn, deliberate, public act of her Le- 
gislature, after it had been received by the House, and 


| straints of political responsibility, and we should have the 
best security which human wisdom has yet devised 
against oppressive legislation. But the fact is precisely 
\the reverse of this. The majority in Congress, in im- 
| posing protecting duties, which are utterly destructive of 
|the interests of South Carolina, not only impose no bur- 
jdens, but actually confer enriching bounties upon their 


the committee of the Massachusetts Legislature, and)constituents, proportioned to the burdens they impose 


adopted and sanctioned by both Houses of that Legisla-|upon us. 
ture, on the ground that it contained an injurious imputa-|representative responsibility is perverted into a priuciple 


Under these circumstances, the principle of 


tion on the motives of the members of the Committee of of absolute despotism.” 


Ways and Means, if gentlemen were so exceedingly | 


Mr. Speaker, said Mr. A., here is a direct charge 


sensitive themselves, it might be well for them to consid« r|upon the majority in Congress,of making themselves, by 


before they cast imputations upon the motives of others 
A gentleman from Tennessee, who sat behind him, [Mr 


Pork, ]} had taken quite as great liberties with the motives |this no imputation? 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts, as that Legislature | 


had done with his motives, or those of his colleagues. 
{Mr. Poxx here said that was what he intended.] 
He now heard the gentleman say that ‘the had intendec 
to do so;’’ but if so, then the gentleman had noright tc 
object to an imputation on his own motives. The gentle 


. |a gross perversion of the principle of representative re: 
- sponsibility, the instruments of absolute despotism. 1s 
Is this not enough? What further’ 
**It isthis very tie, binding the majority of Congressto 
jexecute the will of their constituents, which makes them 
jour inexorable oppressors. They dare not open their 
1 | hearts to the sentiments of human justice, or to the fecl- 
) |ings of human sympathy.” 
-| Now, sir, this paper, from which I have read these 


man should content himself with exercising the privilege | passages, was received by the House, referred to a Com- 


of retaliatory warfare, without calling upon this House te 


add the weight of their sanction to his resentments, by 
dishonoring the resolutions of a State of this Union. The 
A. 


said he was not one of those who affixed the idea of un- 


motion was as unexampled as it was outrageous. Mr. 


bounded power t» the word ‘sovereignty ;” 


that phrase. 


opinions, he 





nor was he 
one who held that the States of this Union were ** sove- 
reign States,” in the sense which some others applied to 
It was probably the belief of some of the 
members of this House, that, in his system of political 
was disposed to curtail too much the soye- 


>} mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 2,500 
copies of it ordered to be printed, to be circulated among 
our constituents. Yet it tellsa majority of this body that 
ithey ‘*dare not open their hearts to the sentiments of 
|justice and humanity.” Yet the gentleman from Georgia 
is much affected because it may by possibility be supposed 
that his motives are reflected on in a paper from Massa- 
ichusetts. This certainly shows that the gentleman must 
‘suppose that the Legislature of Massachusetts stands in 
this House on a very different ground from that on which 
jother Legislatures stand; that there are in this Union 
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two classes of 
Congress must tamely submit to any and every insulting 
imputation, while the other class must not dare to breathe 
a suspicion upon the unsullied purity even of a committee 
of this House, but at the peril of being kicked with in- 
dignity out of your doors. 
With regard to the imputation itself which appears to 
§ have so deeply wounded the feelings of the gentleman 
» from Georgia— 
‘Here Mr. Boon, of Indiana, interrupted Mr. A., and 
demanded the orders of the day. } 
| The motion prevailed, 98 to 79, and the House went 
again. into committee on 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. BANKS, of Pennsylvania, being entitled to the 
floor, rose, and saic that, as the people whom he repre- 
sented on that floor were principally engaged in agricul- 
tural, manufacturing, and mechanical pursuits, he had felt 
it his duty to examine the bill now under consideration, 


























effect upon those interests if it should become a law. | 

The duty, said Mr. B., I have performed with care, atten-| 
E tion, and even anxiety; and I now ask the indulgence of! 
| the committee while I submit the views which I have taken, | 
and the conclusions to which my mind has come, on this! 

most important and much distracting subject. 
' loccupy my place here as an avowed friend of domes-| 
» tic and American industry. I am prepared to go, in le-| 
| gislation, every just and reasonable length to protect the 

labor of our own citizens against the labor of foreigners, 
§ and the influence of foreign Governments. In doing this 

I would not go further than may be found necessary to 
§ accomplish this object. I would proceed with caution;| 
; yes, sir, even with guarded steps, lest, while protecting) 

one species of labor and one species of interest, injury | 
5 might be done to other labor and other interests, of no less| 

importance to the country; and thus the cause which I pro-| 
f fess to advocate, might be arrested in its advancement. 
Pennsylvania, the State from which | come, and which 

I have the honor to represent, in part, on this floor, has 

at all times been the firm and steady friend of this protect- 

ing policy. That State looks upon this policy as being 
essential to her prosperity and welfare. It is to that po- 

licy that she is mainly indebted for her present highly im- 

proved condition. That policy has contributed largely to| 

bestow upon the people of that State the many blessings 
and rich advantages which they now so eminently enjoy. 

That policy is avell suited to the industrious and virtuous| 

habits of the people of that State. Her local advantages} 

are great; her agricultural resources are inexhaustible;| 
her mineral wealth is not inferior to that of any State in 

} this Union. That policy brings into requisition all the} 
energies of her industrious people. It draws largely up-' 
on all her advantages and resources; insomuch that they| 
cannot fail to impart to the people comforts, wealth, and 
independence, in a very high degree. 

Pennsylvania has always viewed this policy as of great| 
national importance; as a great national measure. She} 
does not look upon it as beneficial to herself alone, but 
; equally so to every portion of this wide extended coun- 

try. When she asks that her interests and the labor of 

her citizens should be protected, she is willing that the 
same degree of protection should be granted to all the in- 
terests and labor of the citizens of every other State in| 
this Union. Her principles on this subject have never! 
been other than the most liberal. Itis only by giving this 
general protection to all interests in this country, that the} 
freat benefits of this policy can ever be fully realized. 
vis this extension that gives to it a national character) 

‘nd national importance. It is this extension that enables 

“ne portion of the country to supply the rest with those 
cles which the people require, and which they cannot, 
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States, from one of which the majority of| produce; and thus each part becomes a benefactor to the 


} and ascertain, if possible, what will most probably be its) war. 
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remainder of the community; and internal commerce is 
created, which is necessary for all, beneficial to all, and 
profitable to all. 

I deem it of the first importance that this Government 
should adopt a policy which would enable us to provide 
by our own labor, our own means, and our own resources, 
all those things which are necessary for our wants, our 
comforts, and our independence, in time of peace; and 
for our safety and defence in time of war. It cannot, 
with truth, be said that we are either free or independent 
while we are compelled to look to foreign Governments 
for a constant supply of those things which we daily need 
for the subsistence and comfort of ourselves and our fami- 
lies. This state of dependence will always have an inju- 
rious effect upon our freedom; it is utterly inconsistent 
with our form of Government, and the habits and patriot- 
ism of our people. Much less can it be said that we are 
free or independent, when we are constrained to look to 
our enemies for our means of defence, our munitions of 
No, sir, | repeat it, emphatically repeat it, we are 
neither free nor independent, as long as we are fed, and 
clothed, and armed, at the will of our enemy. It is time 
that we should shake off this worse than colonial depend- 
ence. Let us provide for ourselves those articles which 
are so essential at all times; we have the means: all that 
is wanting is wise legislation on our part. The people 
will not fail to do their part in this great work. Until 
this is accomplished, we will be dependent upon the le- 
gislation of foreign Governments, upon the mere will of 
foreign Powers. Our supplies will be ever subject to 
interruptions, liable to be entirely cut off at the caprice 
of a foreign despot. Who would be willing to hold all 
the comforts of civilized life by so uncertain and precari- 
ousatenure? Ourcitizens, while this state of things en- 
dures, will be subject to constant losses from fluctuations 
of trade, and from convulsions abroad. Let us then place 
the labor and industry of our own country beyond the 
reach, above the control of foreign influence and foreign 
legislation. Then, and not until then, will we be, in 
reality, what we profess to be, a free and independent 
people. : 

‘That I have thus spoken the opinion of my constituents, 
and of the people of the State of Pennsylvania, I cannot 
entertain a doubt. That this is their opinion, will be 
amply confirmed by recurrence to the messages of our 
State Executive, the resolves of our Legislature, of our 
State conventions, of our city, town, village, and coun- 
ty meetings. Itis the opinion of the people as spoken 
through the press. I say, from all those sources but one 
opinion can be formed, and that is, that Pennsylvania can- 
not consent to abandon the protective policy. Whatever 
may have been the difference of opinion of the people of 
that State as to men or measures, all those differences 
were lost in their devotion to this policy: on it, sir, all 
united. I cannot but embrace the opinion that this po. 


| licy is essential to the prosperity and welfare of my con- 


stituents, and of the State from which I come, and that 
it is equally so to every portion of the people of this 
country, 

But we are told that this policy imposes unjust, un- 
equal, and oppressive burdens upon a certain portion of 
the people of this country. If this be true, it ought to 
be changed. Much as my constituents value this policy, 
they would not persist in it if this was its effect. They 
do not wish to profit by the oppression of others. This 
is not their morality, nor their system of political econo- 
my. But, sir, permit me to examine this charge before 
assent is given toit, It is often more easy to prefer a 
charge, than it is to support it. I have been present here 
during two discussions of this subject. 1 have carefully 
examined all documents which have been furnished us. 
1 have also listened to the discussions with attention; and 
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I now say, that no evidence has been furnished me, which 
has the slightest tendency to establish this charge; nor 
have I heard any argument advanced, from which its 
truth could rationally be inferred: but, on the contrary, 
the evidence proves, in the most clear, definite, and dis- 
tinct manner, that the charge is wholly unfounded. The 
charge has been often made, and as often refuted. This 
policy not only does not impose those burdens, but, sir, 
confers blessings and advantages even upon this much 
complaining portion of our fellow-citizens, as I think can 
be most clearly shown. I will select the article of cotton 
for illustration. I believe those who are engaged in the 
culture of this article are most loud and clamorous in 
their complaints against this policy. How does it operate 
on the cotton planter? Does it lessen the demand for 
this article? Does it diminish the use or consumption of 
cotton? No, sir: I answer that it does not. The demand 
for cotton is increased, the consumption of it is increased. 
This policy has created an extensive and rich market for 
cotton in our own country. Nor does this market for it 
at home injure its sale abroad. While the market at 
home has been rapidly increasing, the sales of it abroad 
have been as rapidly increasing. This is a fact which is 
undeniable. So far as this policy has a tendency to in- 
crease the demand for this article, and the consumption 
of it, the cotton planter must be benefited. This is a con- 
clusion which is irresistible, and that it has this direct 
tendency, has been most clearly proved; in fact, it is a 
conceded point. Nor is'this the only way in which this 
policy operates beneficially to the cotton planter; while 
it increases the demand for the article, it returns to the 
planter the cotton fabric ata reduced price, and of a much 
superior quality, and of every variety suited to all his 
wants; and this has a strong tendency to increase the de- 
mand for the raw material. If I am corsect in my pre- 
mises, that this policy increases the demand for cotton, 
and returns the fabric at a reduced price, of superior 
quality, and of every possible variety, it must, in the na- 
ture of things, benefit the cotton planter. That it does 
so operate, I do not entertain a doubt; it appears to me to 
be so perfectly obvious as not to require comment. 

That the imposition of duty upon articles imported 
does, in some instances, increase the price, is doubtless 
true. I think it will be found to be so as to tea and cof- 
fee. On those articles it will be, in strictness, a tax on 
the consumer. Those articles are not the growth of this 
country; our labor is not in any degree connected with 
them. Our supply is.altogether from abroad. We have 
no competition, asto them, at home. The duty laid upon 
them is a burden upon the people; and, sir, | am oppos- 
ed to this bill for that reason. These articles are used in 
every family in my district, by the rich and poor alike. 
Go into the country, and you will find tea or coffee once, 
if not twice a day, on the tables of the poor, as well as 
on those of the rich. Why, then, I ask, impose this duty 
on those articles? It is atax on the poor, without confer- 
ring a benefit on any portion of our people. No duty 
should be laid on these articles. Let the poor have them 
as wellasthe rich. The duty will tend to keep the best} 
quality from our market. 1 want the best quality im. 
ported and placed within the means of te poor who labor, | 
as well as the rich, who do not. 

When the raw material is raised to advantage in our} 
country; when our soil and climate are congenial to the 
growth and production of the raw material; and when we | 
can manufacture this raw material to advantage, then I| 
contend the imposition of a duty does not necessarily in-| 


crease the price to the consumer, and this for the most/the revenues. 


obvious reasons. By the imposition of duty, protection 
ded ‘ 


is afforded, which invites to the employment of capital | 


and skill, which devises means to improve machinery, |of our Southern friends. 


and save labor: genius is employed in the cause of ex- 


cited competition; thus the article is manufactured at 


i 


and 
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the least possible expense; the supply of the market , 


greatly increased; this always operates on the price; the 


result is, that the article being produced at the least pos. 


sible expense, and the increased supply of the market, 
compels both the domestic and foreign manufacturer ¢ 
sell at the least possible profit, and the price is certainly 
less to the consumer. This, sir, is the operation of this 
system. Under the acts of 1824 and 1828, the prices 
were not increased, but, on the contrary, were diminish. 
ed: of the truth of this, we have the most clear and cop. 
vincing proof. In the cases put, it does not follow that 
loss falls upon any one; but it is most clear that it dog 
not fall upon the consumer. If loss is sustained, it mus 
necessarily be borne by the domestic or foreign manuf. 
turer, and most likely is borne in part byeach. 1 there. 
fore think it is perfectly clear, and well settled, tha 
this protecting policy does not impose unjust, uneq 
or oppressive burdens upon any portion of the people, 
That it does, is a proposition which I utterly deny; it 
is a doctrine against which [I enter my most solem 
protest. I, therefore, cannot consent to abandon this 
policy, at the bidding, much less at the threat, of any por. 
tion of my countrymen. 

But, Mr. Chairman, 1 have objections to any legislatio 
on this subject at this time, which, with the indulgence 
of the committee, I will proceed to submit. Sir, at the 
last session of Congress, this subject was submitted to us 
for our consideration, and then received our action. | 
was then fully examined by two committees of this 
House, and elaborate reports were made. The peopl 
sent on their memorials from every part of the country 
All the various interests of the country were then filly 
and patiently heard. The wants and wishes of the peo. 
ple were then made known to us, in the most ample ani 
decided manner. Every congressional district in th 
Union was heard from. Probably on no occasion, since 
the organization of the Government, was the will of the 
people so fully made known to their representatives here, 
as on that occasion. We had all the light then that we 
have now. The subject was then discussed fully, ands 
great length. The claims of our Southern brethrea 
were then presented in the most imposing form; our 
tion was then demanded asa matter of concession 
compromise. It was asked of us as brethren of the same 
community. Permit me to say that this had great weiglt 
in our deliberations. In the absence of this spirit of liar- 
mony and compromise, which was thus invoked, that bil 
could never have found its way through this House with 
the vote it then obtained. It was most unequivocally a 
bill of compromise and concession. It was asked as such, 
urged upon us as such, passed as such, and was acquiesce 
in by the people assuch. This feeling was not exhaust 
in our House; it accompanied the bill until its consumm- 
tion. Follow this billin its progress before the committe: 
of conference, and you will find, sir, that this same 5] 
found entrance and utterance there. Yes, sir, it was the 
all-controlling spirit there. What interest yielded there’ 
Was it that of the South? It was not. It was the 
cultural and manufacturing interest. The woollen i 
terest, which is of the first importance to the people 


e 


|this country, whether in peace or in war, was ther yield- 


ed up as an offering to quict the murmurs and discontet's 
of the South. We were then promised harmony. We 


| were then told that permanency would be given to te 


system of protection, and that the public should 
some repose. 3 
The law then passed provides for large reduction 10 
It gives that quality of the clothing use¢ 
by slaves almost entirely free from duty. That artck 
was put in the bill upon their own terms, for the ben 
Southern staples by that /a¥ 


fal 


j have a decided advantage in consumption over that of Ue 
State from which I come; and how has this 
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+ +. [El ceived by them? Have the pledges given been redeemed | to undo what it took us half of the last session to do. 
‘the in good faith? Has the promised harmony been restored? | And this, sir, in the absence of any good or plausible rea- 
nos. Have we been permitted to enjoy that peace, repose, and | sons being either shown or alleged. ; 

ket, jem permanency, which we had a right to expect? No, sir, This part of the subject may be presented in another 


far, very far from it. This boon, thus tendered by us in| view, which is of no little importance. The law of last ses- 
the best spirit of our nature, has been indignantly reject-| sion has been received by all whose interests were affect- 
ed. They have viewed what was given in friendship and | ed by it, as the rule to which their interests were to be 
compromise, as a victory, from which they have taken/conformed. Their arrangements have been made so as 
encouragement; their energies are redoubled, and they} to meet its provisions. Their contracts were made in re- 
now press upon us with increased violence, and even/liance upon its terms. It would be unjust to them now, 
threatened force, for a total abandonment of the protec-| without notice, to change that law. To do so would lead 
tive policy. to inevitable loss. It would counteract all their arrange- 
This law was passed on their solicitation. It was in-| ments, which have been made with prudence and in good 
ene os 2 provides for a ci ap — It a oe een eet ae np 
According to their own theory, it must necessarily re-|ruptcy, wi ousands who were fauitless, cept in 
move, in "nO inconsiderable degree, their fancied oppres-| placing confidence in our legislation. If this law is now, 
sions. Why, then, not let this law go into operation?|thus suddenly and unexpectedly, departed from, it will 
It might be found, on trial, that their conceived burdens | destroy all faith or confidence in our legislation. No pru- 
would be totally removed. If there is any truth in their} dent man would in future invest money in reliance upon 
theory, they would be partially removed at least. If the| our laws. Ourcitizens could have no love, affection, or 
aw is permitted to go into operation, we will then be | attachment to a Government that would be thus unstable 
enabled to judge of its effects. We will then see and | and treacherous in legislation. Every honest feeling of 
know what degree of relief it gives, if any; and will be | the human heart revolts at such a course of conduct on 
the better enabled to form an opinion as to whether any | the part of this Government. We would not only lose 
more is required or needed. If the law, on trial, fail of | the confidence of our people at home, but also our cha- 
ts designed effects, that deficiency can then be pointed | racter abroad, by the passage of this bill. Ifit is import- 
Mout. The defects can then be clearly and definitely | ant to an individual to sustain a character for punctuality 
shown; and the same spirit which framed the law will | with those with whom he transacts business, it is equally 
Got fail to amend it, so as fully to attain its ultimate | important that a great and powerful nation should sustain 
objects. a character for wisdom, stability, and good faith in legis- 
= As this law is as yet untried, what its effects may be| lation, with all the world. 

pon the revenue of the country are wholly unknown.| In the absence of all other pleas for the passage of this 
t may turn out, on trial, that we have already proceeded | bill, it is urged upon us that South Carolina has pro- 
™n the work of reduction below the revenue standard. | ceeded to nullify our tariff laws; and that, to save the 
The national debt is not yet actually paid off, though pro-| Union, it is necessary that this bill should be enacted into 
mvision is made finally to discharge it. There are many/|a law speedily. This is, in my opinion, the sole reason 
Harge claims against the Government which are unliqui-| why this bill is'now urged upon us. In the absence of 
ated; we should take care lest we so reduce our availa-| this fact, I feel assured we should not have been troubled 
Sble means as to be unable to meet those demands. We| with this oe this session. This, sir, is delicate roe 
Sdo not know what may be the operation of that law upon} We should approach it with caution. To repeal a law, 
he labor of the country, or the manufacturing interests | not because it is unjust, inexpedient, or unconstitutional, 
gof the country, which have grown up under that system | but because a certain portion of the people of this coun- 
f policy from which it is proposed by this bill to depart. | try have threatened to resist it, would be setting a very 
hese are matters well worthy of our most serious consi- ee precedent. It is a precedent which I am not 
Jeration. We may already have gone as far as they can} prepared to establish. And whenever this Government 
bear. To go further may totally destroy them. I want] shall set this precedent, that moment this Union will be 
the light of experience on these points. In that guide| virtually destroyed. What else is it, sir, than giving a 
sthere is certainty. It never leads statesmen astray. It| bounty to the most palpable and dangerous infractions of 
|would be dangerous in the extreme to proceed atrandom.|the constitution? Inviting and rewarding resistance to 
sPrudence counsels us to stop. To proceed further now | the laws and institutions of the country? This would be 
|would be rash and inconsiderate, and might prove ruinous | at once to surrender up the constitution, which we are 
Sto the best interests of the country. Iam, therefore, de-| sworn to support, to its most open and lawless violators. 
Hcidedly opposed to any further legislation on this subject, | This, sir, is the last mode which I shall adopt to preserve 
puntilthe virtues of the law of last session have been first | our constitution and this Union. This disquieted people 
B tested. tell us they have planted themselves upon their sove- 
Why repeal that law before the period fixed for it to|reignty and their reserved rights. They have thus taken 
§go into operation? It is not known that it will be injuri-| their position. I will, under these circumstances, plant 
fous in its effects. It has not been so said by any one. The | myself upon the interests of the people, and the laws and 
FSouth admits that it will remove their burdens in part. | constitution af the country. This, sir, is my position; it 
What was our excuse with the people for the protracted |is one in which I feel strong, and from which I cannot 
period of the last session? This question was often and | be easily driven. This is the time that we should be firm, 
anxiously put by them. Our reply was, that we were en-|and act like statesmen, in legislating according to the 
igaged in adjusting the tariff. ‘This was our only excuse. | dictates of our sober judgments, so as to promote the 
as deemed a sufficient justification. A large portion | good of the people, and support the supremacy of the 

of our last session was spent on this subject, and in pass- | laws and constitution of the country. 
ing the law which it is now proposed we should 4 In passing this bill, we will not only reward resistance 
How will we appear if we now repeal that law without | to the laws, but we will punish fidelity to them. It ought 
any other light than we then had? It will be a direct ad-| to be remembered, that in South Carolina there is a large 
mission that that time was uselessly, and worse than use-| portion of the people who are opposed to this resistance, 
lessly wasted. It appears to me that we would very just-| and who are found in obedience to the laws. These men 
ly be liable to the imputation that we had legislated last |are now proscribed by the laws of that State. It is 
session purely for the purpose of creating a necessity to|declared by a law of that State that they shall hold 
legislate this session; and that it took us all this session |no office—that they shall not even sit as jurors, unless 
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they will take an oath to observe the laws of nullifica- 
tion. Then, I say, pass this bill, and you give the nul- 
lifiers the entire ascendancy. They will claim the victory 
as theirs. They will proclaim themselves as the libera- 
tors of the South from their oppression; and thus those 
men, who, from principles of patriotism, from love of 
country, and fidelity to the laws, have refrained from re- 
sistance, will be altogether subjected to those friendly to 
nullification. Justice to those worthy citizens, in my judg- 
ment, most peremptorily forbids our action at this time. 

As to nullification, I had not intended to say any thing, 
nor will I now say much, But I cannot forbear saying 
that I view nullification as a remedy, for I do not call it a 
right, which is unknown to the constitution—a remedy 
which does not flow from the constitution, but is at vari- 
ance with all the provisions of that instrument, and against 
both its letter and spirit. It is a remedy, sir, which is 
not only against, but above the constitution. It isa re- 
medy which never can be applied until the constitution 
is uprooted and entirely overthrown. This remedy, sir, 
whenever applied, will lay low the liberties of our coun- 
try. Ihave thus given, very briefly, my reasons for be- 
lieving that we should not legislate at all on this subject 
at this time. 

Mr. Chairman, I have objections to the bill itself, which 
I will present ina few words. The bill, as I understand 
its provisions, and the principles upon which it is based, 
is for revenue merely, and not for protection. Although 
in form it retains protective features, yet in substance it 
is but a mockery of that system. 1 am no advocate for 
extravagant expenditures of the public money in the ad- 
ministration of this Government, nor would I be disposed 
to raise a greater amount of revenue than is necessary to 
answer and meet the various wants of the Government. 
Let us only agree as to what constitutes these wants, and 
I will be perfectly satisfied that the revenues of the coun- 
I, no doubt, differ 


try should be limited to that point. 
widely in opinion with many gentlemen on this floor, as 
to what are legitimately the wants of the Government. 
I would embrace all objects of internal improvement, 
such as are purely of a national character, of national 
importance, and promising national benefits and advan- 


tages. These objects should be provided for and con- 
structed at the national expense, and out of the national 
treasury. 

I also think that a proper protection to the industry 
and labor of our own citizens, and to the various interests 
which have grown up under the tariff laws, is among the 
most urgent wants of the Government. These, sir, 
should be provided for. Whatever duties are laid, and 
revenue collected, so impose the duties as to afford the 
greatest possible degree of protection that the suin raised 
will afford. ‘This bill is not framed with a view to this 
object. It does not appear to have entered into the con- 
templation of the committee when framing the bill. Why 
increase the duty on tea and coffee? It could not be 
for protection. It could only be to withdraw the sum 
thus raised from the protection of our own interests. It 
could be laid with no other view. It can be accounted 
for on no other principle. I repeat, then, whatever sum 
is raised, let it be so laid as to protect our own industry, our 
agriculture, and manufactures. ‘To those branches which 
are of the greatest importance to the country, and stand 
most in need of our aid, grant the greatest degree of pro- 
tection. To those branches which are not so important, 
or which are more able to sustain themselves against fo- 
reign competition, grant a less degree of protection. I 
desire to see a bill framed on this principle. ‘The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means made no effort of this kind. 


1 feel confident that a bill can be framed on this principle, | 


which will afford all the protection to our interests which 
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— 
Government, and which will not operate with undue ge. 
verity upon any portion of the people of this country, 
And, further, that it can be made so clear and obvious 
that all those purposes are answered, that no one will dis. 
pute it. This is certainly desirable. It is at least worth 
atrial. This would quiet discontents in all quarters, ang 
give permanency to our legislation and national policy, 
These are objects of great importance, and devoutly to 
be wished for by every lover of his country. I do not 
despair of accomplishing these ends. I entertain no fears 
on this point. Let us be prudent and patient. I haye 
full confidence in the intelligence and justice of the peo. 
ple. This perplexing question will be settled—wisely 
and beneficially settled. But let us now abstain from 
rashly passing a law which must and will destroy all hope 
of its future adjustment. 

This bill proposes a total change of the long and well 
established policy of the country—a policy which has 
often been decided on by the nation, and most happily 
acquiesced in by the people. This policy has been le. 
nient in its operations. The people have never complain. 
ed of it as a burden. They do not know, or feel, in 
their business, that they pay any part of the duties. 8» 
great are the countervailing benefits, that it inflicts not 
injury, but confers benefits. It builds up the interests of 
all; its salutary influence reaches all classes of society, 
but more especially the laboring class. Their incomes 
are increased by it, their reward ‘s more ample and ade. 
quate, and a demand for their labor is created. It confers 
blessings upon all, and imposes burdens upon none. 

We should not suddenly, and without deliberation, 
change a policy which is so well established, and has been 
so long practised under; particularly a policy which has 
contributed so largely to our individual and national pros. 
perity. It gives labor and sustenance to the poor, and 
augments the means of all. The Committee of Ways 
and Means urge but one reason for this departure at this 
time; and that reason is, that the national debt is now paid 
off. This, as the committee very justly observe, will be 
a ‘happy and memorable event” in the history of our 
country. It will be a period to which every patriot will 
look with pride and satisfaction. This event will inspire 
a confidence in the excellence of our institutions, botli at 
home and abroad. It is calculated to awaken our most 
ardent hopes that our Union may long endure, and our 
people still continue to prosper. ‘Those wise statesmen 
who devised the means which have proved effectual to 
produce this happy result, will secure a rich reward in 
the gratitude of the people. They will have lasting 
claims upon their thanks, for having done much for their 
good, and for their country’s honor. But, while we view 
this result with the noblest feelings of our nature, and 
award a just degree of gratitude to those who have con- 
tributed to produce this ‘* happy and memorable event,” 
let us not forget the means by which we are enabled to 
present to the world ‘this great moral spectacle” of a 
great nation entirely free from debt. While we rejoice, 
I say, let us inquire what it is, that has enabled us to ex- 
tinguish our national debt. It is admitted that the pro- 
tective system has furnished us the means. It is to that 
now much despised, and still more abused system that 
we are indebted for our ability to pay the debts of the 
nation. In the absence of this system, our debt would 
not now be paid off. It would have been much increased, 
and still increasing; and would, at this moment, have been 
pressing with a millstone’s weight upon the people and 
prosperity of this country. In the absence of this policy, 
sir, recourse must necessarily have been had to direct 
taxation on the part of the Government. Then, sir, the 
people would have been oppressed in reality, and not, 4 
they are now, disturbed and distracted with their too 


we want, which will not raise a larger amount of reve-| great prosperity. 


nue than is necessary for the legitimate purposes of the| 


The great excellence of this system has been, thst 
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while it raised funds to enable us to pay the debts of the 
nation, no man could say that his means were limited in 
the smallest degree by its operation. The profits of the 
laborer were not diminished, nor did his labor yield less. 
This system, then, not only furnished us the funds to‘pay 
our debts, but, in the very operation of raising these funds, 
enriched the people. This had been its greatest virtue. 
That this is so, I appeal directly to the people; I appeal 
to my immediate constituents, and I put to them this ques- 
tion, what were the years of your greatest prosperity? 
To this question but one answer can be given; and that 
will be, the years in which the highest duties were laid, 
and the largest amount of revenue collected. Go, sir, to 
every farmer, every mechanic, evety manufacturer, and 
to every day laborer, and put this question to him, and 
you will receive this answer. Look, sir, over the face of 
this wide extended country. The enlarged improve- 
ments, the farm houses, villages, towns, and cities, whieh 
have sprung up as if by enchantment, within the period 
of these years, which catch the eye at every point, stand 
as living and lasting monuments of the truth of this posi- 
tion. When, in the history of this country, has there 
been, in the same space of time, any thing like an equal 
increase in improvements and prosperity? Look into the 
history of other nations, and no example can be found of 
equal advance in the march of civilization and general 
prosperity. I then ask, shall we be precipitate in chang- 
ing a system which has done so much for us? One to 
which we are so largely indebted? One which has made 
us rich and happy as individuals, and prosperous and in- 
dependent as a nation? Above all, shall we exchange 
this system for that miserable one which sunk this country 
into that state of poverty and bankruptcy from which it is 
just now emerging’? I ask gentlemen to pause—I en- 
treat them to reflect before they proceed to this work of 
destruction; for, sure I am that they who do the deed 
will be held responsible by am injured people, and an of- 
fended community. 

If this bill passes, it will affect the labor and industry 
of thousands of our citizens. It will reduce them to 
want and poverty. They will be left destitute of employ- 
ment, and thrown into a state of idleness, one of the worst 
conditions of man. ‘These people are now happy and 
prosperous. By their kabor, from day to day, which is 
their only capital, they are earning, by the strength of their 
arms, and skill of their hands, a comfortable subsistence. 
They are educating their children, and thus preparing 
them to be useful and honorable members of society, to 
take their places when they are removed from this scene 
of industry and action. Blot from existence all the ma- 
nufacturing establishments of the country; scatter abroad 
the many millions of capital now employed in them; com- 
pel that capital to seek other channels of employment; 
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and his family, in exchange for his commodities and labor. 
The only market the farmer now has will be destroyed. 
No man can for a moment doubt that the prosperity of 
the country must rapidly decrease, under this depression 
of these great and vital interests. The truth of this re- 
presentation appears to me as clear and indubitable as the 
existence of matter itself. Much has been said about 
monopolies. Pass this bill, sir, and then we will have 
monopolies which are to be feared, which confer no be- 
nefits, give no employments, but are enriched solely by 
the distresses of the poor; granting them no retief, but 
by taking their property for less than one-tenth of its 
cost. ~ I mean, sir, the men of capital, who never buy but 
from him who is forced to sell. 

The manufacturers are not now before us asking for 
further protection: they only desire that they may be 
permitted to enjoy the benefits of the existing laws; of 
laws which brought their business into existence; of laws, 
in the faith of which their money was invested and labor 
employed. 1! have already said that their calculations 
have been made so as to conform to these laws. The na- 
tion stands pledged that they shall enjoy the promised 
protection. It would be unjust now to withdraw it: 
changes in legislation are always injurious; in this in- 
stance they would be ruinous. It is time that we should 
have arrived at something like stability in our actions. 

Much has been said on the subject of free trade. We 
now import many millions more than we export. This 
is a constant drain upon us. It takes our specie out of 
the country. Our importations, under all the duties 
which have been imposed, are much too great. Wenow 
admit foreign goods into our ports, under moderate du- 
ties, while great Britain prohibits most of the valuable 
productions of our country from entering into her ports. 
Many foreign Governments now impose heavier duties 
upon our productions than we do upon theirs; and we 
are urged to reduce our duties stililower. To do this, 
would be injudicious and unwise on our part, while other 
Governments retain their rigid rules of prohibition against 
us. This has not the semblance of free trade in its cha- 
racter. It is free on our part, and prohibition un theirs. 
There is no reciprocity or equality init. Great Britain 
never has adopted, towards us, the policy which we are 
now urged to adopt in regard to the whole world. She 
very wisely makes her laws for herself, and for her peo- 
ple, and not for us or our people. She does not now, 
and never has bought from us, because we bought from 
her. She never has, and, I hazard the assertion, she 
never will adopt that principle as the rule of her action 
towards us. She takes our products when she can pro- 
fit by it, or when compelled by the necessities of her peo- 
ple. She ceases to take them as soon as she.can do bet- 
ter, or when the necessity ceases. With what reason can 


throw the many thousands of people now employed in|it now be urged upon us to open our ports to foreign 


manufacturing business upon the world, destitute alike of 
means and employment, and I ask, how great will be the 
shock? Why, sir, no just estimate can be formed—no 
branch of business will be beyond its reach. No business 
so high, perfect, and secure, as not to be affected by it; 
and none so low as not still to be pressed lower. Change 
of employment, both of capital and labor, is always at- 
tended with greater or less loss. In this case all employ- 
ments, even including that of the farmer, will be so 
paralyzed that neither capital nor labor will find profitable 
employment. It will sacrifice millions of money, and 
blast the hopes and mar the prospects of thousands of our 
people. The manufacturers will no longer want the 
wheat, the flour, beef, bacon, and other products of the 
farmer. He will no longer want buildings erected, foun- 
dations dug, or materials which give much employment, 
and furnish a valuable market; all of which are now paid 








importations under these circumstances’? Our legislation 
should be such as to meet the wants of our people. We 
should guard and protect the rights of the people and 
interests of the nation against the influence and effects 
of foreign legislation. This I deem to be one of our high- 


| est and most important duties. When other Governments 


open their ports to our products, it will then be time for 
us to open ours to theirs. 

The free trade policy is designed and well calculated 
to mislead the people. It is addressed to a desire that is 
very prevalent in man—the desire of obtaining the largest 
portion of goods he can in exchange for what he has to 
give. ‘The friends of free trade say, let us buy where we 
please, and where we can buy cheapest; and this is call- 
ed free trade. Mr. Chairman, indulge me a short time, 
while I briefly examine this doctrine. I have already 
shown that to destroy the manufacturing interests of the 


‘or at high prices. ‘Che farmer and laborer will no longer | country, is to destroy the only market which our farmers 


be enable: " ~ . ; i ; } 
de enabled to get those things which he needs for himself] now have. 


Vor. iX.--97 


This being Cone, let us adopt the free trade 
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system. Let the farmer take a cargo of his agricultural 
products to a foreign market, and go to the foreign mer- 
chant and offer him his best wheat, whitest flour, best beef 
and bacon, in exchange for his goods, he will be told that 
he cannot obtain the exchange, much less sell them for 
money; and, in some instances, he would not be permit- 
ted to enter with his products into a British port, under 
penalty of confiscation. This, sir, is the right, and also 
the benefit of free trade; and what right does it give to 
the farmer? It, to be sure, gives him the right to buy 
where he pleases; but, in giving him this right, it totally 
destroys his ability to buy. It gives him a right, without 
any corresponding benefit. I feel well assured that no 
farmer who once tries this experiment will be much 
pleased with free trade. 

For argument sake, let us suppose that this free trade 
system could secure the foreign market; how would it 
operate on the farmer, mechanic, and laborer? When 
the farmer sells his produce, he has always to deduct the 
cost of transportation to market from the price. The 
merchant who gives him for it, in exchange, articles of 
foreign manufacture, always adds the cost of their trans-| 
portation to the price which he charges for them; so that 
the farmer has to pay for carrying the produce of his farm 
to the foreign market, and also for bringing the foreign 
article to his own door. Every farmer, in his own expe- 
rience, knows this to be so. It is always so. We may add 
to this the profit which each one must have, through 
whose hands the foreign goods pass. All this expense 


and charge is borne by the farmer who consumes the fo- 
I then submit to intelligent men 
to say whether these costs and charges would not ope- 
rate more heavily upon them than any duties which = 


reign article or fabric. 


ever been laid by this Government. I do insist, sir, that 
they would be the heaviest tax ever paid by the people 
of this country. It would operate severely upon all, but 
particularly so upon those who live in the interior of the 
country, far from market, and this distance altogether 
land transportation. Many agricultural products are so 
bulky as not to admit of transportation to a distant mar- 
ket. Destroy the home market, and the farmer would 
find no sale for these articles. And, what is strange, 
these free trade gentlemen all oppose every measure cal- 
culated to facilitate or cheapen transportation by means 
of roads or canals. How are the evils which I have stated 
to be avoided or removed? Adopt a policy which will 
erect in every neighborhood a manufacturing establish-| 
ment. This will furnish the farmer with a market. He 
can take his produce there, and get, in exchange for it, 
those articles which he needs. He then saves all cost of 
transportation, which, when paid, isa clear loss to him. 
In saving this, he will save more than any duty ever laid 


! 


consumes. 

The contest is really one between the labor of our citi- 
zens and that of foreigners, particularly of Great Britain. 
The question which is presented is this: Shall we protect 
the labor of our own citizens, or shall we support that of 
the people of Great Britain? She protects her own labor 
by her laws. Her people are customers to none but their 
own laborers. Qur laborers find no market there. Shall 
we become customers to her labor also, or shall we be 
customers to our own, and protect our own’ Shall we, 
by our legislation, force our hatters, tanners, shoemakers, 
tailors, cabinet makers, and the entire list of our mecha- 
hics, into a market, to compete with labor that costs but 
nine pence a day; I mean the pauper labor of England? 
This would, indeed, be a most unequal contest; a contest 
which would not be of long duration, or of doubtful cha- 
racter. It would, indeed, be most disastrous to our la- 
boring people. It would reduce this most valuable and 
very numerous class of our citizens from the present high 
and honorable place which they now so deservedly hold 
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in society, down upon a level with the most degraded 
and enslaved population upon the face of the earth. 

Who are these citizens that are thus to be handed over 
to misery and degradation? Sir, permit me to say they 
are our farmers, manufacturers, mechanics, and laborers, 
many of whom are men of the highest moral and political 
worth; men of the finest intellectual attainments; men 
fitted for the highest stations in this Government. They 
may be emphatically called the ‘* bone and sinew” of the 
country. They are the men who support the Govern. 
ment by their money in time of peace, and they are the 
men who stand forth as strong towers of defence to the 
country in time of war. These are the men who, by this 
bill, are to be postponed to the pauper labor of England. 
Those who dare to produce this effect by their votes may 
do so; I must be permitted to say that I cannot go with 
them. I would be treacherous to the trust reposed in 
me if I did not resist this bill. It is the farmer and me. 
chanic that [represent here. They are my neighbors. 
It is with them, sir, that I have the pleasure to associate, 
when at home; and theirs are the interests which I shall 
support, advocate, and defend, while I am honored with 
aseat here, or have the privilege of raising my voice in 
this hall. 

A few words more, and I have done. The prospcrity 
of the people of this country depends almost entirely 
upon our agriculture. It is from that source that we draw 
the largest portion of those things which are necessary to 
sustain life, as well as those which contribute to our high- 
est comforts and most substantial enjoyments. Let us 
then guard well the capital and labor that is employed i 
the cultivation of the soil. Let us secure to this labor 
and skill the most ample returns and rich rewards. Ag- 
riculture may well be said to be the foundation of all 
other pursuits: on this they mainly depend for support 
and success. It is so now, and must necessarily continue 
to be so. It is our duty to lay this foundation firmly: with- 
out this is done, manufactures, commerce, and the arts, 
never can flourish. Withdraw from agriculture that pro- 
tection which is necessary for its support, and they will 
all languish and die; they will sink into one common 
grave. 

This protective policy has a most auspicious influence 
upon the morals of the people: it stimulates to habits of 
industry. The practice of virtue is always in proportion 
to the industry of the people. An industrious peop!e is 
always a healthy, peaceful, independent, and virtuous 
people. In proportion to the prevalence of industry, in- 
telligence, and virtue among the people, will the commu- 
nity which they compose ever rise in wealth, influence, 
dignity, and power. The history of every nation fur- 
nishes abundant evidence of the truth of this fact. It also 
holds equally good to individuals as it does to communi- 
ties. And wherever you find the people contract habits 
of idleness, you will find them dissipated, miserable, ce- 
graded, and enslaved, wholly unfit to discharge the ap- 
propriate duties of good citizens in a free Government; 
fit subjects alone for the prey of ambition. In this point 
of view, I deem it of vast importance to this nation to 
protect the labor of our citizens. ‘Thisis one of the most 
valuable purposes of giving a wise encouragement to our 
own industry. Its direct tendency, and natural and una- 
voidable consequence is, to make our people intelligent, 
happy, virtuous, free, and independent. Let us then, by 
a wise, prudent, and salutary system of legislation, secure 
these objects to the people; and, having done this, the 
great end of civil Government will be attained. 1 thank 
you, Mr. Chairman, and the committee, for the kind !0- 
dulgence and attention which has been shown me, aud 
shall trespass no longer on your patience. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, followed. He commenced by 
observing that the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means had alluded to an opinion expressed by the 
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State which he in part represented, hostile, as the honor-| point it will stand under the act passed at last session, 
able gentleman seemed to consider, to the protective poli-| which made large reductions. Before I consent to with- 
cy—a policy which, in my judgment, said Mr. E., the| draw still further duties imposed for protection, I wish to 
pill under consideration is eminently calculated to subvert. | see the effect upon the labor, industry, and manufactures 
Another member of the committee [Mr. Potx] has adduc-| of the country, of the diminution already made. I wish 
ed certain evidence, collected by the Secretary of the|to guide my steps by the sure lights of experience—the 
Treasury in the same State, tending, as he supposes, to| safest teacher in all human affairs. 

prove that the existing rates of duty will admit of con-| The discussion, so far, I am aware, has proceded upon 
siderable reduction, and still afford sufficient protection] the general questions connected with the policy of the 
to agricultural and manufacturing labor and capital. As| country. Ofthis the Committee of Ways and Means seem 
these references are designed, perhaps calculated, to have} disposed to complain, and they urge us with great ear- 
a favorable influence upon the passage of this bill, I deem| nestness to forbear this wide range, and to proceed to an 
it my duty to examine somewhat more minutely than did} examination of the details of their bill. With great re- 
either of the honorable gentlemen, both the opinion and| spect to the honorable committee, I beg leave to say, sir, 
the evidence, to see how far they can be reiied upon in that I consider this rather an unreasonable request. I 
support of its provisions; and I shall be much mistaken if| submit, sir, that to those of us who consider that no legis- 
it do not turn out that both utterly fail of the end for} lation whatever is at this time either necessary or expe- 
which they have been cited. While this is my chief| dient, nothing remains but a discussion upon general prin- 
inducement in requesting the attention of the commit-|ciples. We are satisfied with the law as it is, for the 


tee, already well nigh exhausted, I am sensible, I shall, | present, at least. 


nevertheless, avail myself of the occasion to submit a few 


We wish no change. And while we 
are endeavoring to maintain these positions, what have 


remarks upon the general topics involved in the dis-| we to do with the details of the bill? We plead to your 


cussion. 


Ishall not say, sir, that this bill wasrashly, unadvisedly, | you gravely ask us to go to trial upon the facts. 


precipitately brought to the consideration of the House; 


jurisdiction; we pray ‘*to be hence dismissed,” and 
While 
we are denying the expediency of legislating at all, you 


because the honorable chairman has assured us that, al-| require us to limit our objections to the particular details 


though it was reported in eighteen days after the subject| which you propose. 


was referred to the committee, it was yet the fruits of 
eighteen months of labor, reflection, and preparation. I 
may, however, be allowed to remark, that, considered as} 


the result of so much study and intelligence, it has met) financial measure. 


with a most ungracious reception. It seems to satisfy no- 


body. Recognising, as we are told by the committee it| 


does, the principle of protection, and framed with a view 
to preserve it in several important particulars, it cannot 
of course be satisfactory to those portions of the country | 
where the constitutionality and the expediency of the po- 
licy is so resolutely denied; and especially to those which 
have resolved ‘* that a protecting tariff shall be no longer 
enforced” within their limits; a resolve which they de- 
clare is ‘* fixed and unalterable.” Asa measure, there- 
fore, of **concession” and peace, it falls short of the de-| 
mands of those whom you desire to appease. Nor, sir, is| 
it much more satisfactory to those who uniformly have re-| 
sisted protecting duties, upon other considerations than| 
prevail in the disaffected portions of the country. The! 
honorable membef from New York [Mr. Camnretenc] 


| be postponed to another Congress. 
declares, very emphatically, ‘ that the fate of the bill de- 


I think, sir, we should be permitted 
to deny your right to pass any act whatever at the pre- 
sent time. 

The bill which we are now considering is avowedly a 
It respects the revenue exclusively. 
It emanates from a committee charged with exclusive ju- 
risdiction of whatever regards the public receipts and 
disbursements. As such, | am not disposed to deny that 
it will answer all the ends it professes to reach; that it 
will produce just so much, and no more, revenue than the 
wants of the Government require; although I think it 
more than probable that it will yield quite as much, if not 
more, than the bill of last year would produce. But asa 
financial scheme merely, where is the great and urgent 
necessity for its speedy adoption? Do we know, with any 
degree of certainty, what will be the amount of revenue 
under the existing law? Are we quite sure, sir, that it 
will require diminution? Is there any serious evil to be 
apprehended from a redundant treasury for a single year? 
Not at all, sir. As a financial measure simply, it may well 
It is because it is 
something more and something different from a mere 


pends upon the amendments which it may undergo;” and} question of finance, that it is now urged with so much 


his honorable colleague [Mr. Waite] has signified his|zeal and earnestness. 


Will it be denied that the chief, 


views by a series of proposed amendments, which he some | almost the exclusive interest which is felt in the fate of the 


days ago laid upon the table, materially changing the pro- 
visions of the bill. Various other modifications have been 


offered from different quarters, and many remain to be| other object? 
Now, sir, if the intelligent committee, with all} 
the lights which they have been able to call to their aid, | 


offered. 


after much and laborious examination, have not found it 


bill, grows out of the consideration that it is aimed more 
at the destruction of the policy of protection than at any 
Sir, we know that this is the end to be ob- 
tained by it, and the country knows it also; and it is pre- 
icisely for this reason that I am opposed to its passage 
now, or hereafter. I am not prepared to abandon this 





practicable to devise a scheme for the diminution of the policy; nor do I believe the country either demands it at 
revenue satisfactory to those who agree with them in the} our hands, or would sanction it, if we shculd be so rash as 


general object, ought we not to be admonished with what 


t| to make the experiment. 
prudence, and caution, and deliberation, we should adopt | 


The bill has been defended by the honorable commit- 


measures equally affecting the interests and the prosperity | tee from which it proceeded, upon three grounds. The 


of this great nation? Is it unreasonable that we should| chairman [Mr. Verrraxcx] contented himself with prov- 
desire a longer period for the consideration of this sub-|ing, or attempting to prove, that the revenue of the coun- 
Ject than can now be devoted to it; that we should at least |try should not exceed the sum of fifteen millions of dol- 
wait for the experience of the operations of the law of | lars, and that this bill, with the other sources of income, 
last year? Above all, that we should be permitted to| would yield that amount. I am not aware that the honor- 
look into the voluminous mass of testimony collected by|able gentleman placed the bill upon any other ground 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, under the direction of the |whatever. Another member of the committee, the gen- 
House, directly bearing upon the great questions we are|tleman from Georgia, (Mr. Wixpe, } advocates the passage 
about to decide? Why, sir, are we called upon to pro-|of the bill upon the ground of your inability to enforce 
ceed so hastily, and in the dark? Before I can vote to re-| the existing revenue law without a resort to force, and, as 
duce the revenue still lower, I wish to know at what| he supposes, a consequent severance of the Union. The 
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honorable member from Tennessee, [Mr. Pork, ] also one 
of the committee, sustains the bill upon the assumption 
that it affords a sufficient protection to existing establish- 


ments, and would be as really beneficial tothe manufac-| did you not relieve our burdens?” If these interrogato- 
turing and agricultural interests, as higher rates of duty| ries should be put to me, sir, I will inform the honorable 
upon foreign importations would be. This opinion he} member of the answer I should give. I should reply that 
endeavored to maintain by reference to testimony collect-| the bill was designed to reduce the revenue of the coun. 
ed by the Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. E. said he had| ‘try to the wants of the Government. This was its avow. 
a few remarks only to submit upon these various posi-| ed object: that having passed a law last year after much 
tions. As to the reduction of the revenue to the wants of} time and careful deliberation for this same purpose, of the 
the Government, I believe, sir, all concur in the expe-| effect of which we were wholly ignorant, we did not 
diency of such a measure. But there is a wide differ-} know that the revenue would admit further reduction a; 
ence of opinion as to what the wants of Government are, | present; that the act alluded to was then highly satisfacto 
and a wider still as to the manner in which the reduction| ry to the country generally, and no evidence had been 
shall be made, assuming that it is necessary to make fur-| afforded of a change of sentiment; that in the opinion of 
ther reduction at this time. If fifteen millions are suffi-| well informed persons, the present bill would yield as 
cient for the support of Government, are we certain that} much revenue to the treasury, or nearly so, as the exist. 
the bill of Yast year will yield more than that amount? I} ing laws would yield, and thus the great purpose of it 
lay out of view the proceeds of the public lands, which I| would be defeated. 1 should reply further, that the bil) 
hope will no longer contribute to the public treasury. If| contemplated a reliance upon the public lands as a source 
your purpose—your great purpose—be really to diminish | of revenue, in preference to a distribution of their pro. 


the revenue, let us first strike off the three millions deriv-| ceeds among the States for important objects; and, above 


ed from this source, agreeably to the bill now upon the|all, that the enactments of the bill would be utterly sub- 


table, which I trust will be matured into a law at the pre-| versive of the policy of protecting American industry, 
sent session. Having done this, give us one year’s expe-| and expose the manufacturing and agricultural interests 
rience under the act passed last year, and if it be then|to inevitable loss and distress, and in some particulars to 
found that the revenue is still excessive, undoubtedly |total ruin. For these reasons, I should tell them the law 
measures can be devised, will be devised, further to di-|did not have my approval, and I misjudge my constituents 
minish it. Not, however, by increasing duties upon tea, | exceedingly, if these reasons failed to be satisfactory. If 
coffee, silks, &c., but by such an arrangement of duties|I should be further interrogated in the language of the 
upon imporis, as shall attain the object without impairing |gentleman ‘* Why did you not relieve our burdens?” | 
essentially the protection afforded by existing laws. 1 ob-|should say, I was not aware that you labored under any 
ject to the bill under consideration, therefore, as a finan- | ‘*burdens.” I heard no complaints. No petitions were 


The Tariff Bil. 


the country than at present exists,”’ and he inquires what 
answer we shall give to our constituents when they de- 
mand of us, ‘* wherefore did you not pass the bill’ why 


cial measure, because it proposes to raise a revenue upon | forwarded setting forth your grievances. On the contr. 
the basis that the public lands are still to be relied upon|ry, I thought I perceived every where evident marks of 
to contribute to the common treasury of the country; be-} prosperity and success, growing out of the operations of 


cause it proposes to diminish the rate of duties when we |the protecting policy. The results of it have been, in 
have no satisfactory evidence that the existing tariff will} my judgment, beneficial and not burdensome, and the 
yield more than the wants of the Government will require. | change recommended would be to impose burdens rather 
Sir, give us experience; give us that light and informa- | than to relieve them. These, sir, would be my answers, 
tion which can be derived from this source alone, for lam/very briefly expressed, if I should be interrogated 
sure, without regarding other and extrinsic considerations, | ‘* Wherefore did you not pass the bill?” But let us sup- 
and considering this simply as a measure of finance, no} pose that the bill should be enacted, and I should be 
alarming evil can happen, no great danger exist, even if| inquired of, ‘*‘ Wherefore did you pass it?” What reply 
your treasury should be redundant for one year. Ido not, |should I make? Im the first place, I should deny (all the 
therefore, perceive the exigency of the crisis, upon the| gentlemen say so) that we are at all influenced by our 


grounds which the honorable chairman has taken in de-| ‘** fears.”” No, we are not intimidated, we are only doing 
fence of the bill. inow **what we would do under any other condition ol 


But, sir, the honorable gentleman from Georgia {Mr.|the country.” Well: then I proceed to say that we 
Wipe} has urged the passage of this bill, upon the | foundc the revenue excessive, and it became necessary to 
ground that the existing revenue laws of the country will reduce it; that we regarded the present a proper measure 
not be submitted to in one of these States, and can only | for that purpose; that it does not impair essentially protec- 
be enforced by an appeal to physical strength and the| tion to our industry, or manufactures, or agriculture; and, 
power of arms. [shall not repeat a sentiment already |on the whole, that it is a wise and prudent measure. 0 
advanced in this debate, ‘* that the committee have taken | far, sir, I might proceed pretty well; but a new set of 
counsel of their fears,” because they repudiate it with | questions would then arise. If these things be so, they 
some degree of warmth; but I must, nevertheless, sir, be | would say, when did you first discover them? Had you 
allowed to say that they address themselves to us, as |any new light? any information which you did not havea 
if our fears are to be excited, and we are to be inti-|the last session Notany. Did you not know as well 
midated into the passage of the bill. What, sir, re-|then as youdo now, the amount of revenue which the 
peal the laws of the land, enacted upon great delibera-|law then passed would yield? We did. Did you net 
tion, in pursuance of a long established policy, satis-| know then as well as you do now, the amount necessary 
factory to a great majority of the country, because, in-|for the wants of the Government? We did. Did you 
deed, a portion, the larger portion at present, [ admit, of not know then as certainly as you do now, the rate ot 
one of the States threaten to resist their execution! 1f|duty requisite to afford reasonable ard proper protection’ 
the laws are unjust, unwise, and oppressive, modify them|We did. Did you not refuse at the last session to pass 4 
by all means, because they are thus unwise and ill-found-|bill like the present, or in any degree approaching it’ 
ed, but for no other reason. ‘The gentleman from Ten-|We did. They wiil naturally inquire, why did you net 
nessee [Mr. Pork] pursued this appeal to our fears, and/enact the law then which you approve now? Why did 
he says ‘*if we refuse to pass this bill, consequences will | you not then settle this vexed and agitating question’ I! 
ensue, in contributing to which he is not ambitious to par-|it be wise and just now, was it less so then? Why do 
ticipate.” ‘To be sure, sir, he also says, ‘* that he would |you so incessantly disturb the whole business of the coun- 
do now what would be right under any other condition of |try by your vacillating policy, your unstable, fluctuating 
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legislation? Sir, what reply should I make to these the transactions of the times in which we live. South 
interrogatories?’ Suppose I should be questioned still Carolina, sir, will’ judge for herself whether she will 
further: Did you see the constitution, the laws, the sove-| continue in her sphere, mingling her rays with ours, or 
reignty of the Union, which you were sworn to defend, | sink into darkness and oblivion, become ‘* lost””—lost _in- 
openly derided and threatened? and did you therefore | deed—lost to the future, lost to the past, lost now, lost 
abandon the convictions of your own judgment, and con- | forever. 

sent toa measure which you had before resisted? Did| Mr. Chairman, the honorable gentleman from Georgia, 
the termination of the recent presidential election pro-} quitting the region of the stars, has drawn a parallel be- 
duce any change in the posture of this subject? To be|tween the oppressions inflicted by Great Britain prior to 
sure, { should answer, something was said openly and in the American revolution, upon these then colonies, which 
debate, as to the necessity of appeasing South Carolina, | led to the independence of this nation, and the sufferings 
and submitting to her ordinance; something also about|endured by the southern portions of this Union, under 
‘a debt of gratitude” due from New York to the State) our own paternal Government. The learned gentleman 
of Georgia, for the support given by that State toa dis- has discovered a very exact similitude, and he admonishes 
tinguished citizen of the former; some mysterious hints| us, from the lessons of history drawn from that conflict, to 
also as to the interest which New York might have in|beware how we imitate the fatal policy of the mother 
conciliating the South to the future advancement of the|country. Sir, I do not myself perceive the resemblance. 
gentleman alluded to; anda significant warning, that if} Against what did the colonies remonstrate’ What was 
he did not step innow ‘‘ while the waters were troubled,”’ the great cardinal principle they maintained? That taxa- 
some other person would: but notwithstanding all this, Ij tion and representation should go together. They denied 
should answer (should I not, sir?) that we have ‘* done/the right of the Legislature of Great Britain to levy taxes 
only what we would have done in any other condition of} upon them, because they were not represented in that 
the country.” No unworthy consideration, no improper] Legislature. Is itso with the South, sir? Let us sup- 
influences, were allowed to operate. I confess, sir, 1} pose that the colonies had been represented in both 
should hesitate to practise so ‘far upon the credulity| Houses of the British Parliament, in proportion to their 
of any man, as to assign any other reason for my support| population: nay, sir, in a greater degree than their rela- 
of this measure, if I were to support it, than such as are| tive numbers would justly entitle them to claim; that the 
indicated in these questions. Other gentlemen must an-|executive administration of that Government had been 
swer for themselves. confided to the hands of the colonists in the ratio of 

Sir, as to the late movements in South Carolina, to| thirty-six years to eight years; that the places of the 

which reference has been made by the honorable gentle-| Norths and Hillsboroughs, and their colleagues in the 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Wripz,} no one can regret them| ministry, had been filled by the Adamses, the Hancocks, 
more thanI do. It may be, as he assures us, that the|the Henrys, of America; that the Speaker of the House 
Union is in danger. It may be that the character and|of Commons and *‘the noble lord upon the Woolsack” 
strength of our Government is about to be putto the test./had both been citizens of these ‘‘ oppressed” colonies, 
But what then? Shall we meet the crisis firmly, calmly, | exerting the influence of their stations upon the leading 
fearlessly? Or, shall we abandon the support of the} policy of the kingdom. Nay, sir, let us suppose that the 
constitution and the laws, and engraft into our system of| very measures complained of had their inception and 
government the absurd, dangerous, fatal doctrines put| their origin on this side of the Atlantic, and in a measure 
forth by South Carolina? It is the lot of all human Go-| were forced. by the colonies upon a reluctant nation— 
vernments, and all human institutions, to be tried. We) what declaration of grievances, I ask, would ‘‘ a decent 
cannot hope to be exempt, more than others, from the| respect for the opinions of mankind” have enabled the 
universal law. Our Government has been tried, in vari-| sages of the revolution, the founders of our republic, to 
ous ways, before: it is tried now, it will be tried here-| promulgate to the world in justification of the necessity 
after, or all the lessons of history are read to us in vain. | ‘* which impelled them to the separation?” Far, very far 
Let us prepare it for these conflicts. Let us build up| different, 1 am sure, from that glorious instrument which 
and strengthen its fortifications. Let us not expose it|they did hold up to the gaze of an admiring world; but 
and ourselves to the derision of the world. ‘The honora-| not from such as the ‘* oppressed South” would now pro- 
ble gentleman has said that the bill now pending in the| mulgate, if she chooses to unfurl the banner of rebellion, 
other branch of the Legislature, if enacted into a law, | and to justify it by an appeal to the sympathies of man- 
‘‘is not consistent with the continuance of the Union,” | kind, for the oppressions she has endured. 

and his argument seemed mainly directed against that| Sir, I think it extremely to be deplored that we have 
measure. I shall not now discuss it. ‘Sufficient unto} become accustomed to speak so familiarly of ‘*revolu- 
the day is the evil thereof.” But, sir, as to the sentiment tion,” ‘*disunion,” ** secession;’’ of the blood which may 
which the gentleman advances, that if this policy be per-| flow, shed by our hands; of the throwing off the oppres- 
sisted in, one of the glorious stars of our constellation will| sions of our Government, by force. 1 am not of those 
be obliterated, and sink to night and darkness, and be-|who can either look upon or contemplate ‘scenes of 
come ** the lost pleiad” of the sisterhood, I have to say} blood and carnage with composure;” and I do not wonder 
that IL hope not, [ believe not. Of that South Carolina} that gentlemen occasionally feel an involuntary shock at 
will judge, and determine for herself. But if it must be! references so appalling. Yet, sir, would it not have been 
so, sir—if it must be so—it must; and what then? Does| well if the sensibilities of gentlemen had been somewhat 
not that beautiful constellation still traverse its pathway/jearlier excited? if they had perceived the revolting 
in the heavens as high, and shed its beams as beneficent, | character of a strife of blood before my honorable friend 
and as bright to our eyes, as it did 4,000 Vears ago, to/from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had so wrought upon their 
those early astronomers who ‘* watched their tocks by| “involuntary” emotions? Let ussee, sir, who has talked 
night” on the hills of Judea? ‘*Canst thou bind the} most familiarly of ** blood.” 

sweet influence of the pleiades?” If South Carolina | Inthe address to the people of the United States, by 
choose to become ‘the lost pleiad,” it may be, sir, that|the late convention of the people of South Carolina, is 
some centuries hence, perhaps not many, it will rest only ithis sentence : ‘* But if, notwithstan ling, such a course 
in poetic imagining or uncertain tradition, that she was|of madness should be pursued, we here solemnly declare 
ever clustered within this sisterhood of stars. Her light, | that this system of oppression shall never prevail in South 
“dimmed and gone,” may be beyond the reach of any|Carolina, until none but slaves are left to submit to it. 
telescope which history can furnish, to bring to those days| We would infinitely prefer that the territory of the State 
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should be the cemetery of freemen, than the habitation 
of slaves.” That is, sir, if the laws of the Union are to 
be maintained; if the Government of their choice is to 
be upheld, they would ‘infinitely prefer”—< infinitely 
prefer” that the soil of their State should be their ceme- 
tery. Why sir, upon this floor, have we not heard the 
same sentiment more than once uttered, and yet gentle- 
men then repressed their ‘‘ involuntary” emotions? 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Crarron] last year said, 
that sooner than submit to a decree of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, ‘* Georgia would become a howling 
wilderness.”? Why, sir, is it only when laws are to be 
prostrated, when Government is to be overthrown, that it 
becomes humane, patriotic, and praiseworthy, to brave 
these awful consequences? But when liberty itself is in 
danger, when the constitution which protects it is assail- 
ed, when the sovereignty of this Union is about to be 
stricken down, if in its defence these scenes may be dared, 
gentlemen can scarcely find language to express their 
abhorrence. Sir, I always regret such language, here or 
elsewhere. If, however, the scenes of a bloody revolu- 
tion are held up to our view, sickening—sickening as is 
the prospect, must we not contemplate it? Sir, I will not 
dwell upon these considerations. I will not trace further 
the parallels which the honorable gentleman (Mr. Wripe] 
run out into the future, quite as probable, I agree, as 
any similitude which the past affords, but not more so. 1 
pass to other topics. I come to an examination of some 
other reasons which have been assigned for the passage of 
this bill. It is said in the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that ‘‘ the extinguishment of the debt, 
and the commencement of the new presidential term, 
make this a fit season for permanent fiscal regulations. 
It is vitally important, too, to all engaged in any of those 
numerous commercial, manufacturing, or agricultural en- 
terprises, which are affected by changes in the rates of 
impost, and are more exposed to suffer from uncertainty 
than even error in legislation, now to know the intention 
and policy of this Government in regard to their several 
interests.” 

Now, sir, what legitimate effect, ‘‘ the commencement 
of a new presidential term,” can have upon the fiscal regu- 
lations, or any other policy of the Government, I am ut- 
terly at a loss to comprehend. In other countries, the ac- 
cession of anew monarch. is often, if not generally, attend- 
ed with a change of ministry, and of measures, both do- 
mestic and foreign. ‘This is quite consistent with the ideas 
of the ‘‘ right of Kings” to govern, as formerly maintained 
by the flatterers and advocates of despotic power. But 
here we have not yet, not quite yet, considered the Pre- 
sident any other than the servant of the people—not their 
arbitrary ruler. He is to administer the laws, which the 
people, by their representatives, establish; and whenever 
a change of policy is to be made, it seems to me much 
more consonant to our conceptions of Government, that 
the commencement of a new legislative term would be a 
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and, therefore, I resist this bill. It is important, I admit, 
*¢ vitally important,” to all classes of citizens, ‘to know” 
the intentions of Government; and I resist this bill because 
I wish them ‘*to know” that protection will be preseryeg, 
The argument on the other side is, pass this bill in order 
that the people may know what the permanent policy js 
to be. Lanswer, reject this bill, that they may know what 


the policy is to be. 


I think, sir, they will know it, quite 


as certainly in the one contingency as in the other. 


committee; that glorious epoch! 


But, sir, ‘‘the payment of the public debt,” say the 


Well, what then? | 


admit that, in consequence of the extinction of the public 
debt, less revenue will be wanted for the maintenance of 
the Government; and, therefore, we provided at the last 


session for a diminution of it. 


If experience shall demo. 


strate that the reduction was not sufficient, a greater can 


be made hereafter. 


But what possible connexion has the 


payment of the public debt with the abandonment of the 


protective policy? The idea that it isto be abandoned 
for this reason, proceeds altogether on the assumption that 


the protecting duties were laid with a view to increase the 


———— 
a 


more ‘fit season.” Let the people speak through their! 


new representatives in another Congress, if they see any 
occasion for a change of policy, and their voice will be 
obeyed. “Permanent fiscal regulations,” say the committee, 
**vitally important” ‘*now toknow.” Sir, I thought it was 
known in 1824, I thought it was known in 1828, and, again, 
in 1852, what was ‘‘the intention and policy of this Govern- 
ment.” ** Permanent!” Can we give permanence to our 
legislation? Our predecessors thought in their day it was 
time ** now” to settle the great policy of the Government 
permanentiy; and they did settle it. Weare about to un- 


settle it, upon the ground of giving permanence and sta- 
bility to the laws. Will those who come after us be likely 
to treat our ** permanent” arrangements with any greater 


respect than we show to those of our predecessors? Itis 
a singular idea to me, sir, giving permanence to laws by 
incessant vacillations and changes. Lam for permanence, 


revenue for the purpose of paying off the public debt. 

Does not every body know that this assumption is utterly 

false? Does not every man here know that the duties 

were laid for the express purpose of giving protection, 

and not for revenue?) Were not the laws passed in defi. 

ance of the argument, and I may say, in anticipation of the 

fact that the revenue would thereby be diminished, and 

the public debt retarded? Has not South Carolina x. 

tempted to try the constitutionality of the laws in the ju. 
dicial forum, expressly on the ground that they were not 

revenue measures? Does she not ‘* nullify” them now for 
this reason solely? These laws were designed then, uct 
to give revenue, not to pay the public debt, but to give 
protection. Will gentlemen then explain why they should 
be withdrawn and abandoned, because an object, for 
which they were not intended, has been accomplished? Is 
there any connexion between the policy and principle of 
protection, and the existence ofa public debt? Does the 
Justice and expediency’ of the foriner depend at all upon 
the latter? Why, sir, so far as protecting duties are taxes 
and burdens, as gentlemen contend they are, it would 
seem that the country could much better sustain them, 
when relieved from the pressure of a public debt, than 
when oppressed by it. Yet the argument is, that when 
the country was pressed down by the weight of its public 
debt, it was wise enough to impose burdens and taxes 
without reference to the purpose of discharging that debt; 
but now that it is relieved from that weight, the same bur- 
dens and taxes cannot be endured. Why, sir, if protect- 
ing duties were burdens, which I deny, 1 think they can 
be made easier borne now, than when the additional 
weight was upon the country. If the policy was wise then, 
it is wiser now, independent of the consideration that the 
capital, the business, the labor, the expectations of the 
country, have all conformed to it. 

Sir, Lregret to perceive, in the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, sentiments so different from those upon 
which the protecting policy alone can be sustained. Al- 
low me to read a few extracts from it. 

** And although the exercise of the power, in either 
case, must necessarily depend upon the cause which may 
call it forth, the power of taxation, imposing large and 
permanent burdens for the encouragement of particular 
classes, cannot be exercised, and by slender majorities, 
consistently with a proper regard to the equal rights ol 
all; and it is not tu be concealed, that a permanent system 
of high protecting duties directly tends to build up favored 
classes, ultimately prejudicial to the safety of the State.” 

‘© To perpetuate a system of encouragement growing 
out of a different state of things, would be to confer ad- 
vantages upon the manufacturing, which are not enjoyed 
by any other branch of labor in the United States, and to 
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convert the favor and bounty of the Government into per- 
manent obligations of right, acquiring strength in pro- 
portion to their continuance.” 

**Such an appeal comes with force to all, but, in an 
especial manner, may be made to those who have so long 
reaped the advantages of those burdens from which their 
brethren throughout the Union, after having submitted 
to them while the public obligations and the national 
defence and independence require it, now ask to be re- 
lieved.” 

What, sir! has this power been exercised only for the 
encouragement of ‘‘ particular classes,” ‘‘ favored clas- 
ses?” Is it ‘* the favor and bounty of Government,” ma- 
nifested toward particular interests? Are these ‘bur- 
dens” imposed for the benefit ofa few? If this were the 
true character of the system, I would not sustain it a mo- 
ment; I would abandon it instantly. I maintain it, because 
I believe it essential to the general prosperity and happi- 
ness, to the national strength and defence, to the great, 
wide-spread, public security and benefit. I maintain it, 
because, instead of being a ‘‘ favor and bounty from” Go- 
vernment, it is a prop, and support, and pillar to the Go- 
vernment and to the Union. I lay all the claims of the 
manufacturers and of individuals out of the case. I sup- 
port the policy asa national policy, important to the whole. 
it was founded in public necessity, and should be main- 
tained for the public good; for rv individual interests, no 
favored classes. ‘* Ultimately prejudicial to the safety of 
the State!”” Whatis ‘‘the State,” sir? I know one of the 
Kings of France said, ‘*1 am the State,” and until lately 
at least every monarch in Europe could have said the same. 
This idea of ‘‘favor and bounty of the Government” shown 
to ** particuiar classes,” becoming dangerous to the State, 
savors rather too much of a different form of Government 
from that under which we yet live. Is not this the Go- 
vernment of the people? Are not these classes the peo- 
ple? Is not ** the State” the people? Are you about to 
build up a partition between the Government and the 
people? Are you about to organize a being called ‘the 
State,” or ‘*the Government,” distinct from the people; 
capable of conferring ‘*fuvors and bounties” upon the 
people, and to whose safety the prosperity of the people 
may be prejudicial? ‘* Favored classes!” Who are they, 
sir? For whom is protection designed? For all your me- 
chanics and artisans, scattered over the whole surface of 
the country, in every artand trade. For your agricultur- 
ists every where. For your laborers in the shops, in the 
forge, in the mines, on the land, in the factories, every 
where. I find, sir, that the Secretary recommends ‘*to 
dispense with a great portion of the protection heretofore 
afforded to the growing of wool; in other words, to re- 
duce very considerably the duty on wool, for the reason, 
among others, that the continuance of it increases the 
number of favored classes.” I suppose, therefore, that 
the wool growers, the farmers of the country, are to be set 
down among those who have enjoyed ‘‘the favor and 
bounty” of the Government, and that they are, therefore, 
likely to become ‘‘ ultimately prejudicial to the safety of 
the State.” What, sir! the ican the great body of the 
yeomanry of the country, they who sent us here, to be 
told they are ‘* the favored classes?” That they are some- 
thing distinct from the State? That they may become 
prejudicial to its safety? Sir, if you would build up ‘the 
State,” build up the farmers of the country, protect their 
interests, support them whose arm fights your battles, 
whose patriotism, virtue, and intelligence keeps this ma- 
chinery of Government steady amid the designs of dema- 
gogues and the recklessness of ambitious adventurers. 
‘These are ** the State,” and for these is the policy we ad- 
vocate designed. Away with this notion of ** favored 
classes” living on the ‘favor and bounty” of Government— 
Government which itself lives but upon their breath. Sir, 
the people are the Government, and the people protect 








themselves, without the ‘* favor or bounty” of any supe- 
rior human power. 

I have delayed too long, sir, the purpose which I had 
chiefly in view when I rose to address the committee. We 
are told by the honorable member from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Poxx, } that this bill affords sufficient and reasonable pro- 
tection; that the profits of manufacturers are much great- 
er than of other classes of the community; and to main- 
tain these positions, he referred to evidence collected in 
the State of Maine, as well as elsewhere. I purpose to 
examine this evidence, and to notice also a remark of the 
honorable chairman, [Mr. Verrtancx,] that Maine had 
expressed its opinions upon the subject of the tariff. That 
is true, sir. But does the honorable gentleman find any 
thing in the opinions to which he has referred to support 
this bill? In 1829, the Legislature of that State adopted a 
report of a select committee, accompanied by resolutions, 
expressive of its sentiments in regard to the tariff enacted 
the preceding year. The grounds of complaint which 
prevailed in Maine against that law as set forth by the Le- 
gislature, and 1 may add, also, which constrained the re- 
presentatives from that State in Congress to oppose its 
enactment, were, the increased dutiesupon “iron, hemp, 
ravens duck, and molasses.” The duty upon the three 
former, it was supposed would essentially injure the ship- 
building and fisheries, extensively prosecuted in that State; 
and, upon the latter, accompanied also by withholding the 
drawback upon the exportation of distilled spirits from 
foreign molasses, would serivusly injure the navigation, 
lumber, and distilleries. In 1830, the duty upon molasses 
was reduced, and the drawback restored; and so far the 
grounds of complaint have been removed. 

By the act of the last session, the duty on iron and hemp 
had been considerably reduced, and upon ravens duck 
very greatly diminished. Has the gentleman any evidence 
that the State of Maine is not satisfied with that reduction? 
that she demands more? 

In March, 1832, the Legislature passed a resolution to 
this effect: 

** Resolved, That the reduction of the duties on imports, 
especially on those articles which are consumed by the 
laboring class of the community, would relieve the people 
of the United States from the burdens imposed upon 
them by the present unequal, unjust, and oppressive tariff 
system, and would tend to restore harmony to the Union.” 

I shall not stop to inquire how and wherefore these 
resolutions were passed. J take them as they are, and I 
admit that the then present tariff is denominated unjust, 
unequal, and oppressive. Well, sir, since that time we 
have:modified it essentially. We have taken off some 
duties entirely, ‘‘ especially upon those articles consum- 
ed by the laboring classes,’”’ ‘tea, coffee, salt, and many 
others. We have listened to the complaints as to iron, 
hemp, duck, &c. articles essential to shipbuilding, and 
have also diminished those duties very considerably. Is 
not this enough? Can the gentleman say that we have 
not acceded tothe wishes of Maine? ‘Che State has not 
said so, to my knowledge. No petitions are received 
here; no voice from the Legislature. So far as my in- 
formation extends, the law of last year was very gene- 
rally acceptable. All parties, I think, were satisfied with 
it. Butif it be not so, and the gentleman still wishes 
to accommodate Maine, how doves he propose to do it? 
By imposing duties and taxes upon ‘ those articles es- 
pecially which are consumed by the laboring classes,” 
tea and coffee particularly, in the first place; next, by 
leaving almost at their present rate the duties on iron, 
hemp, and duck, against which almost exclusively she 
protested; and lastly, by striking down, at a blow, to the 
lowest point, the duties on wool, woollen goods, _cottons, 
paper, and other articles, against which no voice from 
that State has ever yet been heard. Will this, sir, be 
regarded there as removing the inequality, the injustice 
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of the system? Does it not enlarge the grounds of com-jed. A part of this ram is reshipped to the North of 
plaint? Is not this bill in direct hostility with the de-|Europe, takes the drawback, employs American yes. 
clared sentiment of Maine? Does it meet her request in|sels in the transportation and in the return cargo. Jj 
any degree’ Certainly, sir, it will not be pretended. this is well and advantageous. Admit the British West 
The views I have presented will be found in accord-|{ndia rum, and the distilleries must stop; the importation 
ance with those exhibited in the evidence referred to by | of molasses to supply them must stop; the exportation of 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Potx.] From page |lumber, to pay for the molasses, must stop; the naviga. 
1 of document 308, I read these extracts of a letter from/|tion must suffer. Under your colonial arrangement « of 
Asa Clapp, Esq. of Portland, under date April 21, 1852, |blessed and glorious memory,” British vessels will be 
to the Secretary of the Treasury. Let it be remembered, |freely admitted, bringing British rum. They will not 
that the then existing tariff is not the now existing tariff. |take your lumber in return, because they can supply 
‘** That portion of the tariff which bears most heavily |themselves cheaper from British colonies. They will 
upon Maine comes within the resolutions, namely, on|take your money, and with that purchase the lumber of 
iron, hemp, and sail cloth.” New Brunswick, or the cotton of the South, to be trans. 
*« It will be seen by the abstracts, that all other branches} ported to Liverpool in their own ships. Cuba cannot 
of manufactures are small in Maine to that of shipbuild-|buy our lumber, unless we buy her molasses. Who does 
ing,” &c. not perceive, sir, how destructive to the course of trade 
** Although the people of Maine have complained less | which I have described, the reduction of duties on spirits 
than their Southern friends, they have far greater cause|}must prove? This bill, in my judgment, is not framed 
for complaint, being obliged to pay about twenty per|with any reference to the interests of Maine, which | 
cent. for duties, not only on all materials for building, but |think will be very essentially impaired by its passage. 
for repairing their vessels.” But, sir, to the evidence which has been cited to prove 
** Among the many duties which have been oppressive, | that it affords sufficient protection. The gentleman from 
were reckoned salt, coffee, and tea, being all used by the | Tennessee read from the letter of James L. Child, pages 
poorer classes. As the Government has rendered itself|1 and 2 of the printed document, this extract: 
popular in the reduction of the two first articles, it is} ‘It is well known that Maine has not many large ma. 
hoped they will in the latter also.” nufacturing establishments of any kind. In that portion 
**¢ Whether a heavy duty upon spirits, and little or none | of the State which I visited or examined, I found but two 
upon wines, would contribuie to eradicate the evils of in-| cotton factories, one at Winthrop, in the county of Ken. 
temperance, ought to be justly considered,” &c. nebeck, and the other at Gardiner, in the same county. 
** Cotton factories, at the present time, are very profit-| The agent of the former very readily answered «ll the 
able, but it is expected, from the great number building, |inquiries put to him, within his power to answer; the 
that much competition will ensue, and profits will be les-|rseult of which will be found in sheet marked No 1, 
sened.” accompanying this; but the directors of the Gardiner fac. 
‘* In the manufacture of wool we have made less ad-|tory declined answering any of them, although twice 
vance, but it is thought a considerable reduction may take | called upon by me, and once written to on the subject. 
place, and the business still continue profitable.” I, however, found by inquiry that their operations are 
What is there, sir, in all this to sustain the present bill? |about one-third more than at Winthrop; and, owing toa 
Is it in leaving the duties upon iron, hemp, and sail cloth |favorable location, and ether facilities for carrying on 
at high rates’ Is it in restoring the duties upon tea and |their business, their profits must have been, during the 
coffee, the removal of which made your administration so|year ending September last, fully 25 per cent.” The 
popular? Is it in striking down to the lowest point the gentleman, in reading this, dwelt with much emphasis 
duties upon cottons, when you are told that ‘* competi-|upon the statement that the directors of the Gardiner fic- 
tion” ** will lessen prices?” As to woollen manufactures, tory declined to answer; and he drew from this the same 
the opinion is very cautiously expressed, that they will strong inference, as to the amount of profits, as did the 
bear reduction. ‘It is thought,” says the letter. Un-|writer of the letter. How the fact was, sir, I have no 
doubtedly ** it is thought” so by some, and by others, knowledge whatever. If, however, it were so, I have no 
many others, ‘¢ it is thought” quite otherwise. But my |doubt the directors had very sufficient reasons, other than 
answer to that is, that we have since then made the re-|{an unwillingness to disclose their enormous profits, which 
duction, and ** it is thought,” by me at least, that we|seems to be the reason attributed to them. With those 
should wait a little to witness the effect of it, both upon gentlemen I have the pleasure to be acquainted, and | 
the revenue and upon manufactures. can assure you, sir, that they are as far above any unwor- 
In relation to foreign spirits, how is it, sir? By the|thy motive as any member who is, or ever has been, upon 
existing laws they are subject to a duty, according to the |this floor, could be. So far from being desirous to uph ld 
report of the committee, upon an average of about 145 |the tariff system, a majority of them, I believe, are the 
per cent. on their cost. ‘The bill proposes to reduce it to/ friends of free trade. But how stands the fact? | find 
about 60 per cent. upon an average. The opinion ex-|in this document, age 11, minute answers from the Gur- 
pressed in the letter I have read, favors the continuance |diner factory to ai the interrogatories proposed. ‘‘ De- 
of **heavy duties,” upon the ground of checking intem-|clined to answer!” Where did these answers come from’ 
perance; yet I can well conceive that ‘* heavy duties’ | Be that as it may, here they are, and what do they show? 
upon foreign spirits would be very satisfactory, even to | In the first place, they show the accuracy of the informs- 
the **free trade” party in Maine, and{o Mr. Clapp himself, |tion which the agent of the agent of the treasury pro- 
upon other considerations. The city represented by jcured by his *¢ inquiry.” Fully 25 per cent., says he 
my honorable friend and colleague [Mr. AnpErson] will|He found the operations about one-third more than at 
hardly be satisfied with this part of the bill. At present, ‘Winthrop. Now here are both returns, and let us see 
sir, a very profitable course of business is carried on be-|how they compare. 
tween that place and Cuba, and perhaps some other of Gardiner. Winthrop. 
the West India islands. The lumber of the country finds }|Number of looms, ; 46 59 
a ready market in Havana, in exchange for molasses, and | Spindles, - 2,000 
the navigation is profitabiy employed in transporting | Cards, i 37 
these commodities to and from their respective places. | Persons employed, f 95 
The distillation of the molasses into rum gives employ- |Cotton used (value of ) $157,500 184,000 
ment to capital and industry, and is extensively prosecut-| Manufactures, do g 189,400 217,200 
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How does this comport with the statement? Although) 
the operations at Winthrop are so much greater, yet the 
expenses of labor are less than at Gardiner. The eighty- 
seven persons employed in the latter are paid two hun- 
dred and ten dollars and seventy-five cents per week; 
while the ninety-five at the former are paid but one} 
one hundred and ninety-eight dollars and seventy-five 
cents. ‘That the factory at Winthrop may have been pro- 
fitable to the present proprietors, is not improbable. ‘They 
are few in number, and it is under very skilful and judi- 
cious management. It fell into their hands, reluctantly, 
I believe, at far less than the original cost, and may have 
divided considerable profits upon that sum, but not, I am 
quite confident, more than a moderate and reasonable 
rate upon the original cost. Of that at Gardiner, I can 
speak with more assurance; and I confess, sir, I was| 
never more astonished in the course of my life, than to} 
hear the flourishing condition of that establishment cited, 
upon this floor, to prove that cotton manufactures re-| 
quired no further protection. 

That factory has been in operation about twenty-four 
years, and has been so very profitable as, in all that time, | 
to have made one small dividend only. Shares which ori-| 
ginally, and by subsequent assessments, have cost four or| 
five hundred dollars, can be now bought for one hundred. | 
I think, sir, I speak within bounds. } perceive, by a pa-| 
per which I received to-day, that a meeting of the stock- | 
holders has been notified, with a view to make another 
assessment, for the purpose of paying the debts of the} 
corporation. This does not look much like a highly pros- 
perous condition. [ heartily rejoice to learn that its 
profits, last year, have been considerable; for no institu- 
tion, within my knowledge, of no greater extent, has| 
been hitherto so losing a concern. The gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Gitmorr] read another extract from| 
this letter of Mr. Childs, in these words: ‘* The impres-| 
sion among intelligent gentlemen with whom I have con- 
versed, is, that the duties on woollens and cottons might 
be advantageously reduced, and the factories still be able 
to carry on their business at a rate of profit considerably | 
above what is realized in other branches.” 

Now, sir, will any member of this House predicate his| 
course of action upon this great, important, vital ques- | 
tion of protection, on evidence like this? ‘* Impressions!” | 
**Intelligent gentlemen!” Whoare they? Let us judge| 
of their intelligence, their means of knowledge, their in-| 
terests, and the strength of their ‘‘impressions.” Of all| 
this we are ignorant, and [ confess, sir, the singular mis-| 
fortune of the gentleman, in collecting his facts ‘*upon| 
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in it, of any in the country; and it comes, I must say, 
with an ill grace from those who have enjoyed, are en- 


| joying, and ought to enjoy, the benefits of protecting and 


discriminating duties, to complain of protection afforded 
to other interests. The protective policy has been the 
best friend to the navigation of this country which it has 
ever had. What has built up and sustains your immense 
coasting trade but this same policy? Your free trade sys- 
tems, and your colonial arrangements, if carried into exe- 
cution, will convince that interest where its true policy 
lies. 

Sir, other gentleman have so fully and so ably exposed 
the inequalities of this bill, that I shall forbear to follow 
the same track; I wish, however, to show you how it is re- 
garded elsewhere, and by those opposed to the protective 
system. Iread from the Virginia Times, an able oppo- 
nent of the policy, an extract of a letter, under date 
‘* Washington, January 13, 1833;” by whom written I do 
not know, but evidently by one who knows something of 
the proceedings of this House. It is thus: 

**It is understood that there will be but three votes 
from Pennsylvania for the bill, although it is framed with 
a view to promote the particular interests of that State. 
A decided effort will be made to amend it, first, by tak- 
ing off the duty on tea and coffee; next, to increase the 
duty on wool, woollens, and cottons; and if these fail, 


jthen the New England members will unite in an effort to 


reduce the duty on iron. If any of these propositions are 
carried, it is believed that the bill will be lost, and they 
will all be urged with a view to defeat it. 

** You ask what will be the effect of the bill if it passes? 
So far as it relates to South Carolina, it seems to me that 
it will nullify her ordinance, at the same time that it will 
cut up the tariff by the roots. For although it fall short 
of a satisfactory adjustment, yet the effect will be that, 
next year, the New England members will unite with the 
South in repealing the duty on iron. ‘This will enable 
Mr. Van Buren to come forward as the special advocate 
of the particular interests of Pennsylvania and Ohio, and 
oppose this; and upon Mr. Ritchie and the junto rest his 
hopes of binding the four great States to his car. 

** Thus you will see that Mr. Van Buren is resolved to 
make every movement work for his benefit.’ 

Now, sir, Ido not say that it is so, but if this bill has 
been framed with a view to promote the particular inte- 
rests of one State only, it is of necessity, unequal, unjust, 
abominable. No law should be framed with any such 
view. The interest of the whole, and not of a part, is to 
be regarded; butit so happens, whether designed or not, 


inquiry,” and giving his opinions in reference to the com-| that the bill does especially regard the interests of Penn- 


parative condition of thé two cotton factories I have| 
named, has very much shaken my faith in evidence of 
‘* impressions.” 3 
gentlemen” of this House, and the Senate also, at the 
last session, was, that the reduction then made, was as| 
great as a proper regard to the interest of the manufac-| 
turing establishments would allow; and with these  im- 
pressions” for the present, at least, [am content. As to| 


the T 


in other pursuits, my observation has been quite other-| 
wise, 


more extensively prosecuted? Capital always seeks the | 


most profitable investments. 
gating interest which, it is represented, has been so much 
de 
Mr. Clapp says, page 64, ‘* Vessels have been in great 
demand during the year 1831, which has occasioned a 
great increase. Upwards of forty thousand tons have 
been built.” On page 65, he says, again: ** Twice the 
number of vessels built this year than an average.’’ Sir, 
£2. ‘ a . x . 7 ™ . . 
iis speaks any thing but a depression of the pavigating 
interest. ‘The truth is, [ think, that it is at this dav, and 
re . 
has been, the most profitable business to those engaged 
Vor. IX.—98 


Sir, the **impressions’’ of ** intelligent | tariff by the roots.” 


pressed in Maine, has been remarkably successful. | Ohio.” 


sylvania. There are some other facts here which I com- 
mend to the attention of the House. ‘It will cut up the 
Let the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Porx] think of this, who has endeavored to demon- 
| strate that it affords sufficient protection. ‘It falls short 
of a satisfactory adjustment.” Let the gentlemen think 
of this who talk about a ** permanent” adjustment 
‘* now,” and have so much at heart a ‘‘ satisfactory”? con- 


| 
1¢ profits being so much greater in these branches than|ciliation. ** The duty on iron” will be hereafter repealed. 


I commend this to the consideration of Pennsylvania; to 


If it were so, why is it that manufactures are not| those members, if there be such, who hope to save the 


| interests of Pennsylvania at the expense of New England. 


Yet you find that the navi-| Mr. Van Buren is ‘to come forward as the special ad- 


\vocate of the particular interests of Pennsylvania and 
I commend this to the’ candid consideration of 
those who think that this bill is in way connected with the 
party politics of the times, and has no reference to ulte- 
rior movements. Let gentlemen consider it. The ho- 
'norable member from New York [Mr. Campreriene] has 
also told us, that this bill would not settle the great ques- 
tion; that the policy of the Government had been all 
| wrong for seventeen years, and could not be corrected in 
la day, that it would require the next year, and the fol- 
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lowing, and the third, to bring back the true policy of|time. I read from a pamphlet entitled ‘* A defence of a 


the Government. What a commentary is this upon ** per- 
manent legislation”--upon “ satisfactory adjustments!” 

I said, sir, I would not go into the details of the bill; 
but there is one item in which I feel some interest, and I 
cannot forbear to advert to it. The existing duty on 
paper is specific, and is equivalent to an ad valorem duty 
of 108 per cent., according to the estimate of the com- 
mittee. It is now proposed to reduce it to 30 per cent. 
ad valorem, to take effect within 30 days from this time. 
Is this, in the opinion of the committee, a gradual reduc- 
tion? I should be gratified if the honorable committee 
will deign to speak, to hear some reason for this reduc- 
tion? Is the manufacture not worth protection? We 
know it has attained a high degree of perfection, and that 
the country is almost exclusively supplied by the domes- 
tic article. ‘Is 30 per cent. a sufficient protection? Iam 
assured, sir, by those who know, that if this bill take ef- 
fect, every paper manufactory in the Union must be pros- 
trated. The very cheap paper of Italy will drive our own 
from the market. Is this duty oppressive to the South 


liberal construction of the powers of Congress,” and writ. 
ten by ‘* One of the people,” some years ago, in South 
Carolina, in answer to certain writers in behalf of this 
‘*reserved right,” It says, 

** You assert that when any conflict shall occur between 
the General and State Governments, as to the extent of 
their respective powers, ‘ each party has a ~ to judge 
for itself!’ I confess I am at a loss to know how such q 
proposition ought to be treated. No climax of political 
heresies can be imagined, in which this might not fairly 
claim a most prominent place. It resolves the Govern. 
ment at once into the elements of physical force, and ip. 
troduces us directly into a scene of anarchy and blood. 
There is not a single power delegated to the General Go. 
vernment, which it would not be in the power of every 
State Government to destroy, under the authority of this 
licentious principle. It would be only necessary for a 
State Legislature to pass a law forbidding that which the 
Federal Legislature enjoins, or enjoining what the Federal 
Legislature forbids, and the work is accomplished. 


peculiarly? I believe their population do not consume| ‘* Perhaps you will require the State Judiciary to pro. 
very largely of the article, in proportion to other sections! nounce the State law constitutional, I willillustrate your 
of the country. The tax, if it be one, fulls upon the| principle by a few examples. 

wealthier portions of the community--upon the commer-| ‘Suppose Congress should pass a law to ‘lay and 
cial, the professional, the literary classes ; and I can con-|collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises,’ and that a 
ceive of no reason for the diminution of the duty, but a| State Legisiature should pass another, declaring the ob- 
general hostility to the use of every fabric made at home, } jects for which the revenue was intended, unconstitution- 
which by possibility can be procured abroad. ‘The same|al, and therefore prohibiting the officers of the General 
observation applies also to ‘* ready-made clothing.”” Why| Government, by severe penalties, from collecting the 
is it that the honorable committee, and other gentlemen] ‘taxes, duties, imposts, and excises.’ Suppose Con 
on this floor, manifest such antipathy to the employment} gress should pass a law to ‘ raise an army’ for a national 
of our own labor? Do they desire to reduce the wages| war, and a State Legislature pass another, declaring the 
of our own people to a level with that of other countries?| war ‘ wicked, unrighteous, and unconstitutional,’ and 
Do they desire that all our clothing shall be made in the| therefore prohibiting the officers of the General Gover- 


shops of London and Paris, and our industrious citizens 
thrown out of business? Sir, I shall say no more upon 
the details of the bill, and have but a word upon other and 
more general considerations. 


ment, under heavy penalties, from recruiting soldiers 
within the limits of the State. Suppose Congress shuld 
pass a law ‘ for the punishment of counterfeiting the se- 
curities and current coin of the United States;’ and a 


Mr. Chairman: We live in very extraordinary times.| State Government should pronounce it unconstitutional, 
How astonishing will it be to posterity, and how astonish- and provide a heavy penalty against all officers, judicial 
ing it ought to be to us, that now, “in the high and palmy | or ministerial, who should attempt to enforce it. 1 need 
state” of the republic; prosperous at home in an un-jnot multiply cases ; for if you will duly consider these, 
paralleled degree—at peace with all the worid; enjoying | you will find enough to satiate your keenest relish for 
high distinction among the nations of the earth; with an|anarchy and disorder. In all the above cases you would 
overflowing tre.sury; we are seriously talking about the] say, ‘each party has a right to judge for itself,’ and of 
cruel ‘* oppressions” of government; the ‘‘ unjust exac-| course to enforce its judgment. You might then beh ld 
tions;” the ‘‘ tyrannical” despotism! To some gentle-|a revenue officer of the United States confined in a State 
men, all government seems an arbitrary usurpation of| dungeon for obeying the revenue laws of Congress. You 
popular rights. If we may form any opinion, sir, of the | might see a gallant officer of the army, covered with 
character of human institutions by the effects they pro-| glorious scars of many a hard-fought battle, bearing 
duce, and the ends they accomplish, what encomiumsdoes| scourge of a State constable at a whipping post, for at- 
not the constitution of our country deserve for the un-| tempting, under a law of Congress, to recruit soldiers to 
utterable blessings it has already bestowed, and the rich| fight the battles of his country. You might even see 4 
promises it holds out for the future. Yet, just at such a/ Federal Judge arraigned before a State tribunal for pro- 
moment, it is discovered that this admirable system of| nouncing sentence against a counterfeiter of the current 
government is all wrong, arbitrary, oppressive—so de-| coin of the United States! And all this would unavoidably 
fective as to require almost total remodelling. We have) result in giving the State rulers the right to resist the 
now on the table thirteen distinct amendments proposed| General Government, or in a civil war to establish its le- 
by the State of Georgia, and how many from other quar-|gitimate authority ; consequences, either of which ' 
ters I cannot say. incompatible with the very notion of Government. To 

Sir, if we are wise, we shall adhere to the path marked | suppose that the General Government have a constitu: 
out by the wisdom of our ancestors, which has led this| tional right to exercise certain powers, which must ope- 
nation to happiness, prosperity, and greatness, their most| rate upon the people of the States, and yet that the Go 
sanguine anticipations scarcely dared to hope. We shall| vernment of each State has a right to fix and determine 
not venture rashly upon untried experiments. Why should | its own relative powers, and, by necessary consequences 
we despair of the Government? We are told that the| to limit the powers of the General Government, is to sup 


the 


the 


States are ‘‘ sovereign,” and that they have certain ‘ re- 
served rights,” upon which they now rely to control the 
power exercised by the General Government. So far as 
South Carolina sets up these pretensions, I beg leave to 
read a South Carolina answer, more conclusive and satis- 
factory than any thing I could urge now or at any other 


pose the existence of two contradictory and inconsistent 
rights. In all Governments there must be some one SU- 
preme power ; in other words, every question that can 
arise as to the constitutional extent of the powers of ¢l’ 
ferent classes of functionaries, must be susceptible of a 
legal and peaceable determination by some tribunal of 
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acknowledged authority, or force must be the inevitable] rolina will yet ponder upon her condition; that she will 
consequence ; and where force begins government ends./| weigh well the consequences of the step she is about to 
And it is the more astonishing that you have assumed posi-| take. This day has been set apart by the authority of 
tions involving such tremendous consequences, when we| that State, as a day of humiliation and prayer ; and even 
consider that they are in direct opposition to the ‘ strict] now, while I speak, South Carolina is prostrate before the 
letter’ of the constitution, your favorite test of the extent} Ruler of nationsand men, seeking light and wisdom from the 
of delegated powers. It is therein provided, ‘that the| fountain ofalllight, to guide herfootsteps. Forone day, at 
constitution and the laws of the United States which shall] least, we may hope she feels the loneliness of her condi- 
be made in pursuance thereof, shall be the supreme law|tion: she acknowledges that the strength of human power 
of the land ; and the Judges in every State shall be bound/ is but weakness. For one day, at least, the pride of her 
thereby, any thing in the constitution or laws of any State} strength is humbled; the vaunting of her chivalry, the 
to the contrary notwithstanding.’ And again, ‘the judi-} waving of her pennons, is hushed. May we not hope she 
cial power [of the United States] shall extend to all cases] will rise from her suppliant attitude with subdued and 
in law and equity, arising under this constitution, the laws} chastened feelings, and return again to the sphere of her 
of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be} constitutional duties, and to the embraces of the Union? 
made, under their authority.’ Nothing can be more plain} But, sir, if it be not so; if she madly throw away the 
than that the ‘strict letter’ of the constitution does make| glorious inheritance for which our fathers freely gave their 
the laws of Congress supreme, enjoining obedience upon| blood and treasure ; if the constitution and liberty of this 
the State functionaries, and making void the laws of a| country must be subverted in our day, we shall yet not 


F Staté, if contrary thereto. And to give this provision a| have lived in vain; we shall have solved the great problem; 
5 sanction of a nature peculiarly impressive, ‘the members| we shall have taught the sad, the melancholy, and it 


of the several State Legislatures, all executive and judicial| may be, the useful, lesson to all posterity, and to the 
officers, both of the United States and of the several] friends of rational liberty every where, that mankind are 
States, shall be bound by oath or affirmation to support! not capable of self-government, and that republican insti- 
the constitution of the United States.’ It is not less evi-| tutions are not susceptible of sufficient strength for their 
dent that it belongs to the national judiciary to pronounce! own preservation. 

upon the constitutionality or unconstitutionality of the} Mr. JARVIS, of Maine, said he should vote in favor of 
laws of the National Legislature. Its jurisdiction extends] the amendment of the chairman of the Committee of 
to ‘all cases’ arising under them ; and it is hard to con-| Ways and Means, reducing the rates ef duties upon teas, 
ceive how, in any possible case, a Federal Judge can de-| because in his opinion they were too high in the bill as 
cide a case, arising under a law, without pronouncing| originally reported; and he should vote against the amend- 
upon the constitutionality of that law. In fact, it would] ment of the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr.Huntine- 
be vain and idle to make the laws of Congress supreme,|ToX,] which proposed to strike out the duty upon teas 
if the national judiciary had not the power of enforcing] and coffee, because hg considered it as the test question 
them. For you can hardly be ignorant that a law is a| whether the revenue should be raised indiscriminately 


dead letter without an organ to expound, and an instru-| upon protected and unprotected articles, or whether an 
ment to ehforce it. I should suppose, therefore, that no| attempt should be made to raise it upon protected articles 
professional man could hesitate in saying, that a forcible; alone. I shall vote against it, said Mr. J., in this view, 
opposition to the judgment of the Federal Court, founded| because I have no inclination to endeavor to achieve im- 


upon an act of Congress, by whatever State authority possibilities. Sir, you cannot raise a revenue from pro- 
that opposition might be authorized, would be the very| tected articles, for the very idea of protection is‘to give 
case which the convention had in view when they made|the domestic manufacturer the possession of the home 
provision for ‘ calling forth the militia to execute the laws| market. Nothing short of this is protection, and the 
of the Union.’ But I sincerely hope that your licentious} manufacturers themselves openly avow it. A gentleman 
doctrines will never have the effect of misleading the| from Massachusetts, largely engaged in manufactures, 
State authorities so far as to render this terrible resort] [Mr. Arrteton,] has told us that we could manufacture 
unavoidable. I trust the Farewell Address of Washing-| coarse cottons as cheap as the English; nay, more, that 
ton, admonishing his fellow citizens to ‘ frown indignantly’| our cotton manufactures could enter into successful com- 
upon those who preach up doctrines tending to disunion, | petition with theirs in foreign markets, and yet he will 
is not yet forgotten.” not be satisfied with any duty less than twenty-five per 
Sir, Lardently concur in the hope herein expressed,|cent. My colleague [Mr. Evans] objects to the reduc- 
that such **licentious doctrines” will never mislead any of| tion of the duty on paper, which he says is one hundred 
“the State authorities,” so far as to render it necessary} and eight per cent., though hetells us in the same breath 
“to call forth the militia to execute the laws of the| that we export more than we import! What, sir, can we 
Union,” especially I hope that South Carolina, in the} export cottons and paper? Can we rival the foreign manu- 
present juncture, will not be guilty of that *‘climax of|facturer in the foreign market, unaided by duties, and 
political heresy,” ‘*which resolves the Government at] burdened with shipping charges, with freight, insurance, 
once into the elements of physical force, and introduces/ and commission, and can we not contend with him in our 
us directly into a scene of anarchy and blood ;” nor do| own market, where he alone is to bear the burden of 
I believe that she will. The latest intelligence from that} these charges, unless, forsooth, we have the additional 
quarter indicates, I think, a more favorable djsposition on| advantage of protective duties ranging from twenty-five 
the part of South Carolina to abstain from revolutionary| to one hundred and eight per cent. Sir, I place implicit 
measures, for the present at least. The ordinance, it} confidence in the facts asserted by those gentlemen, and 
seems, has been practically postponed until the adjourn-| the only conclusion to be drawn from them is, that nothing 
ment of Congress. We have hitherto been led to suppose} less than the monopoly of the home market is intended 
that the ordinance was the fundamental law of the State,| or will satisfy them; foreign manufactures must be ex- 
beyond the control even of the legislative power, and that| cluded. Now, sir, if gentlemen can, by any ingenuity, 
it must of necessity be enforced. It seems, however, | devise a plan by which we may be enabled to raise a reve- 
that the ‘ides of March” have been adjourned—* the] nue from articles which it is their design to exclude from 
eclipse is postponed.” Now, if there be authority any} our market, I will cheerfully vote for it. It would indeed 
where to postpone this ** fundamental law of the land” for| be the very Utopia of taxation to make goods which 
one month, or one day, there is authority to postpone it] never came into the country pay all the expenses of our 
one year, or indefinitely ; and I trust, sir, that South Ca-| Government! But, sir, this cannot be done; if our pro- 
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tective system should succeed, the revenue from protect-| Sherry and St. Lucar, 60 14,854 and 
ed articles would be reduced to zero; and the necessity of} Port and Lisbon, 50 198,279 reac 
raising a revenue requires us to tax unprotected articles} Fayal, 40 188,212 rv ¢ 
as the only certain source of it. In 1803, under the operation of the low duties, the fifty 
It is not my intention to enter into an elaborate argu-|amount of revenue upon these wines was $645, 566: in mus 
ment in favor of the bill now under consideration, not-|1828, under the high duties, the amount of revenue wa duty 
withstanding the complaints we hear from gentlemen on|only $300, 269. nue 
the other side, that the friends of the bill say nothing to} But, sir, an examination of the importation of wines, byi 
support it. Sir, the bill speaks for itself. It is a bill, the |not only shows the effects of heavy duties in checki, g i 
object of which is to relieve the people from an oppressive consumption, but also the effect of light duties in increas. fror 
and unnecessary load of taxes; to lay the troubled spirit{ing it. In 1803, the duty on inferior qualities of wine infe 
of the South, and to restore that harmony to the confe-| was twenty-three cents the gallon, and the consumption thin 
deracy which every well wisher to the republic must ar-| was only 80, 285 gallons; in 1828, the duty on these wines it is 
dently desire. It may not be perfect in its details; what]had been reduced to fifteen cents, and the consumption ern 
bill have we ever framed that is so? But I will undertake had increased to 2,345,485 gallons; in 1831, the duty op Sta 
to say, that it will compare advantageously with any reve-|some of these inferior wines had been again reduced ; the 
nue act on the statute book, in the simplicity of its de-|ten cents, and the consumption had increased to 2,856, 47) ine: 
tails, and in the equality of its operation. It may not suit | gallons, being an increase of twenty-two per cent. in tlre but 
any gentleman in every particular, and I am w illing to] years. 
allow that I think it might be improved in several particu-} Another objection made to the bill is, that it diminishes 
lars. But what then? If we are not to passa bill until it} the protection to home manufactures, to which we are told we 
satisfies every member of this body, our laws will be but|that weare pledged. Sir, I deny the pledge. The par. call 
few. ‘Though not entirely sati isfied with the bill, I will| mount duty of the Legislature is to protect the whole els 
vote for it cheerfully in its present form; I will vote for it) against any predominant portion; it has no right to enrich tiot 
with more alacrity if any valuable amendment should beja portion at the expense of the whole, and we are in fit 
grafted on it; but I will not, at so late a period, delay|under no other obligation than an agent, who had assigy. Pp 
its progress by offering any. Permit me rather to meet] ed, without authority, the property of his principal. But 
some objections to the bill, and to our legislation on the} let us examine a little further this matter of pledges. We are 
subject. are told that Massachusetts has been forced by our levis wh 
Sir, itis denied that sufficient revenue will be raised by} lation, to become a manufacturing State. Sir, it is nots ce! 
this bill, and it is objected that the sum of one hundred] The facts are, that during the wars which desolated the an 
millions, assumed by the Committee of Ways and Means|old world for nearly a quarter of a century, the vessels ve 
as the amount of our imports, is excessive. Now, the|of the United States were the carriers for the whole of pl: 
composition of this committee is such as to render it more}continental Europe. Upon the return of peace, each tio 
than probable, that in reporting this bill they did not act} nation resumed its share of commerce, and we were w- an 
without due caution, and we have a right to presume that|der the necessity of seeking other sources of employment ac! 
every facility, and all the information of the Treasury De-|for the capital which had been created by the carrying to 
partment, were at their command. I will, therefore, at ajtrade, and which was now crowded out of it. Hence, by 
venture, adopt the conclusions of the committee respect-|our cities, from wood and brick, were turned int: o gr 
ing the amount of revenue to be produced by the bill,/and marble; hence, the various stupendous works of in- du 
conclusions upon which their reputation for sagacity as|ternal improvement, by individual enterprize, every ce 
financiers is at stake, rather than adopt the assertions of| where visible; hence, too, the inception of manufactur fu: 
those upon whom no responsibility rests, and for the cor-|of all kinds. When these have been undertaken without ve 
rectness of which we have no guarantee. With regard|competent skill and information, and have been pros: di 
to the correctness of the amount of imports assumed-for] cuted without due regard to economy, they have proved 
the basis of this bill every gentleman must judge for him-|unsuccessful. To shield themselyes from the ruinous de 
self. For my own part, I am inclined to think that it is| effects of their own miscalculation and improvidence, tle ci 
not too large. In political economy two and two do not|manufacturers assailed Congress with supplications to in- hi 
always make four. The reduction of duty is not neces-|crease the tax on foreign manufactures, thereby giving 3 to 
sarily attended w ith a corresponding reduction of revenue, | forced and artificial value to their commodities, and 1 ac 
for the reduction of revenue will probably be checked in| new and reluctant grant of a fresh drain upon the pocket te 
some degree by increased importations. The operation|of the people, thus extorted by their clamorous import: ty 
of high duties in decreasing importations, and also in|nity, they call an additional pledge! Sir, it is the pledy: l 
diminishing revenue, has been very fully exemplified in| you give the mendicants of alms to-morrow by the charity 
the history of our own legislation upon wines, an article | you extend to him to-day. r 
not produced in our country. In 1803 the duties upon| If we look into our legislation before all other cons le- I 
various qualities of wines and the number of gallons con-|rations were absorbed in president making, we shall find a 
sumed, were as follows: that the only pledge given to manufacturers was in the a 
Madeira paid a duty of 50 to 58 cents, and the consump-| year 1789, at the very beginning of our Government, }) 
tion was, 236,544 gallons. | the first act imposing duties. The preamble is in the ful- 


Sherry and St. Lucar, 40 639,960 lowing words: ** Whereas, it is necessary for the support 
Port and Lisbon, 


and 


our 


SO ons lof Governmént, for the discharge of the debts o 
Fayal, 28 24,856 | United States, and the encouragement and protection © ‘ 


In 1828, when our population had more than doubled, c 
when our wealth had increased in still greater proportion, | merchandise imported: Be it enacted, &c.’’ For these t 
and when the inroads of luxury had been in a proportion|combined objects, when our empty treasury was to de 1 
as great as the two former com bined, what was the state | fil lled, and the redemption of a debt which, even in ou 
of consumption of these wines? Had it kept pace with ( 


present prosperity, would be considered heavy, was t 
our growth in population, in wealth, or luxury? No sir, | provided for, 


for the purposes of revenue we had increased the duties, 

and the consequence wasas follows. In this year, gs, glo\ 
ra paida duty of 100 cents, and the consumption | saddles, and cabinet wares, all of which were then grow 
116,584 gallons. ling manufactures in this country, the duty was only seven 


manufactures, that duties be laid on goods, wares, a0¢ 


the greatest ad valorem duty imposed ¥: ; 
one of fifteen per cent.; while on ready made clothing ' 
hats, castings of iron, paper, paper-hangings 
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anda half percent. Yes, sir, incredible as it may seem, 
ready made clothing, which in the plethora of our treasu- 
ry at the present day, we are required to protect with 
fifty per cent. ad valorem, and paper, which we are told 
must be protected with upwards of one hundred per cent. 
duty, in the early days of our republic, when more reve- 
nue was required than it was deemed expedient to raise 
by imposts alone, were charged with a duty of only seven 
and a half percent. This act was revised in 1790; and 
from the preamble of the act then passed, we may fairly 
infer that it was not the intention of Congress to do any 
thing more for the encouragement of manufactures; for 
it is therein expressly declared, that the support of Gov- 
ernment, and the discharge of the debts of the United 
States, rendered it necessary to increase the duties laid by 
the formeract. Mark this, Mr. Chairman, the duties are 
increased, not for the encouragement of manufactures, 


but solely and exclusively for the purpose of supporting | 


our Government and paying our debts. If more be want- 
ing to put beyond doubt the intention of the legislature, 
we shall find that the duties on that class of articles, now 
called protected articles, were either left untouched, or 
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sixteen and two-thirds per cent. On Pimento the reduc- 
tion was only twenty-five per cent.; on Cassia twenty-five 
per cent.; and on Souchong and Hyson skin teas only 
thirty per cent. It seems to me, therefore, to be evident 
that the great object of the tariff of 1816 was revenue, not 
protection; and that all that Congress then vouchsafed to 
the manufacturers was, to break their fall by a gradual 
reduction of duties. The eleemosynary protection, which, 
since that period, has been extorted from us by the cla- 
mofous importunity of the manufacturers, ought not, and 
cannot be distorted into a pledge to continue taxes which 
are not required by the exigencies of the Government, 
whose operation is unequal, and whose very name has be- 
come hateful to many of these confederated States. 

Sir, the gentlemen from Massachusetts have under- 
taken, several times in the course of this debate, to speak 
|in the name of New England. It is in no spirit of unkind- 
|ness towards them that I object to this on the part of 
| Maine. Sir, in this controversy we cannot permit Massa- 
ichusetts to speak for us, for she speaks not our senti- 
|ments. Maine ever has been, and ever will be, opposed 
to the system of monopolies, to the system which has 


else increased in a trifling degree, and that the augmenta-| brought the Union into jeopardy. She always has been, 
tion of revenue was sought to be derived from increase | and always will be, ready to join heart and hand with her 
of duties upon articles which we could never expect to| brethren of the South, in the endeavor to bring back and 
produce. For instance, ready made clothing, hats, boots|to keep the Federal Government within its undisputed 
and shoes, castings of iron, soap, candles, cheese, nails, |constitutidnal sphere of action, to reduce our revenue to 
are among the articles remaining at the old rate of duty;|a level with our expenditure, and to reduce our expendi- 
while the duties on teas were raised sixty and eighty per) ture as low as may be consistent with a judicious and en- 
cent., on coffee sixty per cent., and on wines ninety-four | lightened economy. Nor is Maine alone among the New 
and one hundred per cent. Inthe year 1792, more re-| England States, imbued with these sentiments: I am con- 
venue being wanted, a general increase of duties took jfident I shall not be gainsaid when 1 assert that they are 
place; but still there is no distinctive character of protec-|reciprocated by New Hampshire. Two of the six New 
tion to be seen; the increase is equally upon protected | England States, containing more than one-third of the 
and unprotected articles. The same may be said of the|population, are as fixed as their primitive mountains 


act of 1794, and of all other acts imposing duties prior | against the protective system. 


tothe war. I will not occupy the time of the committee Sir, the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cuoare, ] 


by a particular investigation of them, but I must call their | not now in his seat, who, I believe, was the third from 
attention to the act of 1804, by which all ad valorem |that State who mingled in this debate, and who is one of 
duties were indiscriminately increased two and a half per |\the few to whom I always listen with pleasure, however I 
cent., and specific duties were left untouched; thereby |may dissent from his doctrine, allows that the revenue 


furnishing ample proof that protection, apart from re- 
venue, was far from the thoughts of the legislators of that 
day. 

Upon the declaration of war, all duties on imports were 
doubled, and though, from this entire absence of the prin- 
ciple of discrimination, it was impossible for any man in 
his senses, to suppose that these duties could be intended 
to encourage domestic manufactures, yet Congress, in the 
act itself, gave direct warning to those who might be 
tempted to engage in manufactures, by limiting its dura- 
tion to the term of one year after the conclusion of peace. 
Upon the return of peace, what was our course of le- 
gislation? Did we offer encouragement to manufactu- 
rers; did we levy protecting duties? 
standing the great debt which had been accumulated, 
and the consequent necessity of funds to pay the interest 
and reduce the principal; notwithstanding the entreaties 
of the manufacturers, and their declarations, that reduc- 
tion of duties would be their ruin, Congress persisted in 
the determination of reducing the duties on articles which 
entered into competition with our domestic manufactures: 
and not only so, but the rate of reduction was greater up- 
on many of the protected than upon many of the unpro- 
tectedarticles. For instance, the duties on hammered bar 
iron experienced a reduction of fifty per cent.; on wool- 
lens the reduction was thirty-three and a third per cent. ; 
on cottons, excepting on those falling under the operation 
of the minimum, the reduction was also thirty-three and a 
third per cent.: but on Champaigne wine there was even 


es 


No, sir! Notwith-| 


lought to be reduced, but thinks that this is not the pro- 


jpertime. Sir, this isthe invariable language whenever 
the attempt is made to reform abuses. Let it pass un- 
jheeded! The proper day to do good, the proper time to 
jabate a nuisance, is the first day, the earliest moment on 
which it can be done. 

jut, Moreover, we ought not to legislate now upon this 
|subject, because there is not sufficient time for it, and be- 
| cause if we do legislate, we shall have been brought to it 
by the menaces of South Carolina; and because we ought 
|to delay the consideration until the long session of the 
inext Congress, when we may legislate calmly, dispassion- 
lately, and without fear. 
Permit me a word or two in answer to each of these 
|objections to present legislation. Sir, when the gentle- 
|man says that we lack time, he prophesies upon velvet, 
for the fulfilment rests with his friends. Far be it from 
ime to suppose that they would trifle with our numbered 
jhours. But if they should endeavor to throw every ob- 
stucle‘in the way of the friends of this bill, by refusing, 
so far as their votes May prevail, to pass more than three 
hours of the day in transacting the business for which they 
|were senthere, making each day a holiday when there is 
iso much to be done, and, if controlled, then using the va- 
jrious petty vexatious modes of delay, by raising questions 
jof order where none exist; by moving unnecessary calls 
of the House; by ask i 
by talking against time, and making ride and tie speeches 
with the clerk of this House, the member spe aking until 


i 


ing for unnecessary yeas and nays; 
o* 


gS: 


an increase of duty; on Madeira the duty remained near- out of breath, and the clerk then reading some document 


ly the same; on Sherry and St. Lucar the reduction wasjuntil the member is r 


eady 


to mount again—if such a 


only twenty-five per cent.; and on Port and Lisbon only | course should be pursued, it needs no one from the dead 





iocmenneueetnae 


as 
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to tell us that, were we to sit till dog-days, we should be 
no nearer the completion of our labors. 

Sir, in 1828 and in 1832, we consumed four or five 
months, nearly the amount of two short sessions, in the 

roduction of the tariff bills of those years. Perhaps the 
fanciful comparison of them to Hercules, which was made 
on this flour, was in consequence of this protracted crea- 
tion. It would have been ‘* more german to the matter’’ 
to term the one a harpy and the other a vampyre. There 
is nothing in either to render it a favorite. Were they 
enacted ‘calmly, dispassionately, and without fear?” 
Were there not other causes, distinct from revenue or 
protection, operating upon and controlling their provi- 
sions? The bill of 1852 gave satisfaction to no one; but 
was taken as Hobson’s choice. My vote was recorded 
against it because I would not be instrumental in passing 
a bill, the operation of which was to relieve the rich rather 
than the poor. But, bad asit was then allowed to be, we 
are not to improve it, lest our action should be attributed 
to fear! Sir, after the very appropriate, just, and elo- 
quent observations of the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means upon this head, it is my intention to say 
but this: that if we should now legislate under the in- 
fluence of fear, the fault is our own, and we must endure 
the penalty. We were solemnly warned last year of the 
dangerous consequences of our legislation; we were told, 
more in sorrow than in anger, that the South would not 
submit to it, that a dissolution of the Union was inevitable 
if we persisted! But the boding voice, like the warnings 
of the Trojan prophetess, was unheeded. Sir, I fervent- 
ly pray that our Ilium may not rue the fatal consequences 
of this delusion! 

But how will delay enable us to act more calmly, dis- 
passionately, and fearlessly? Do gentlemen imagine that 
the way to soothe the angry feelings of the South, is to 
ask them to call again to-morrow? Do they think that 
the complainants will urge their grievances next year, 
with less zeal, or in a milder tone? If they do, they labor 
under a fearful and fatal delusion. Sir, the murmurings 
created by your injustice and oppression, aggravated by 
your neglect, will swell through every valley, and be re- 
verberated from mountain to mountain, of the Southern 
States, until they burst upon your deliberations with the 
crash of a thunderbolt! 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, whose own interests 
render him the peculiar champion of the manufacturers, 
[Mr. Arrieton, | alluding to the reduction of duties, tells 
us to beware how we make the Union not worth preserv- 
ing. Is it come to this; that our Union is, to any gentle- 
man, a mere matter of dollars and cents! and that it is 
not worth preserving, unless one portion of the commu- 
nity be allowed to fleece the remainder!! Sir, I had 
thought that our Union was to be cherished as the palla- 
dium of republican institutions, as the guardian of equal 
rights, as the pattern Government, the bright exemplar to 
all others, bringing peace, security, competence, and hap- 
piness, to every roof in our country; and whose beneficial 
influences were as gentle and refreshing as the dew of 
heaven, which falls unfelt and unseen, but which fertilizes 
and vivifies. And this Government, beloved and revered 
at home, respected and admired abroad, is to be spurned 
if we will not grant a monopoly to manufacturers! Sir, I 
will not do the citizens of my native State the injustice to 
believe that they hold thus lightly the blessings of our 
constitution. But ifit were so, I would endeavor, even 
at this hazard, to restore the Government to a healthy 
state of action, and prevent our hardy yeomanry from be- 
ing frittered into manufacturing operatives, that hybrid 
production, hetwixt a man and a spinning-jenny. 

Sir, the work of justice which we have in hand is met 
by pathetic appeals to our compassion. We are asked 
whether we will ruin the manufacturers? Sir, I do not 
believe they will be ruined. By their own showing they 
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cannot be ruined; for they insist that high duties have re. 
duced the prices, and that low duties will enhance them. 
I am no convert to this part of their doctrine, but I wil] 
trust to them when they announce to us the fact that they 
can manufacture as cheaply ds in Europe; and [ must 
therefore believe that aduty of twenty per cent., with the 
additional advantage of the charges of importation, wil] 
give them a favorable and commanding position in the 
home market. But grant that it were otherwise; grant 
that ruin to the few individuals who have vested their 
capital in manufactures were the inevitable consequence 
of the passage of this bill, still we should not hesitate, 
when we consider the probable consequences, in another 
quarter, of our refusing to pass it. 

Sir, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vrxron] has such 
affection for the constitution, that he would have all our 
throats cut, one-half the population of the United States 
destroyed, and our broad rivers roll waves of blood to the 
ocean, sooner than this instrument should be impaired. 
I cannot go to such lengths. Gold may be bought too 
dear. Besides, I like not this depleting system. I doubt 
the efficacy of this Sangrado specific. But I will go far to 
maintain our Union, upon which the constitution depends, 
and which, I believe, is equally atan end, whether a State 
be permitted to leave it voluntarily, or be forcibly con. 
pelled to remain a member of it. I therefore trust that 
the gentleman from Ohio, though I cannot keep pace 
with him, will not only bear with me, but approve me 
when I say, better, far better, that every one of these 
bloated manufacturing establishments should be ruined, 
from roof tree to foundation stone, than that the fair fabric 
of our Union, purchased by the valor of heroes and the 
wisdom of sages, should be suffered to crumble, and its 
ruins, scattered —_— waste of time, to remain mourn- 
ful monuments, to after after ages, of the delusive day- 
dreams of the generation that has just passed away, in 
supposing that man was capable of self-government, and 
of the madness of the present generation, in thus sacri- 
legiously destroying the glorious inheritance derived from 
their forefathers. 

Mr. J. having concluded, about 5 o’clock, 

Mr. HOWARD offered an amendment, to make the 
duty on coffee commence on the 3d September, 1833, 
which was agreed to. 

The question then eee: on Mr. Huntrneron’s 
amendment, which went to strike out the 31st and 52d 
sections of the bill containing the duties on coffee and tea 

The question was taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive: Yeas 69, nays 64. 

So the amendment was agreed to, and the duties on 
coffee and tea striken out of the bill. 

Mr. WHITE then moved an amendment, the general 
effect of which was to make the reduction of the duties 
on wool, on blankets, on carpets, flannels, &c. and on 
manufactures of cotton, more gradual than was proposed 
in the bill. 

On this motion the committee rose: Yeas 77, nays 44. 

And the House adjourned. 


Faipay, Fesrvanry 1. 


MASSACHUSETTS RESOLUTIONS. 


The motion of Mr. WILDE, of Georgia, to reconsider 
the vote by which the House had received and referred to 
a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
certain resolutions of the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
coming up as the unfinished business of yesterday morn- 
ing, 
Orr. ADAMS said, that when the hour allotted to the 
consideration of resolutions had elapsed yesterday, he 
had apprised the House that he had but a few more 
words to say; and he should now detain them but a few 
minutes. 








| the aggregate receipts? 
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He had said that he considered the motion made by 
the gentleman from Georgia, for a reconsideration of 
the vote of the House by which certain resolutions of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts had been received and re- 
He would wish, on 
reflection, to modify that observation, and to say that if 
the House should sanction the motion of the gentleman 
from Georgia, he should consider such an act on the part 
of the House as an insult to the State of Massachusetts. 
For, although such a motion, under such circumstances, 
might properly be considered as in itself an insult, yet 
he did not believe that it was so intended by the gentle- 
Mr. A. said that he had been person- 
ally acquainted with that gentleman for several years, and 
it was but doing him justice to say—and Mr. A. said it 
the more readily because it was said in his absence—that 
neither in that House, nor out of it, did there breathe a 
Mr. A. believed him in- 
capable of insulting, he would not say a State of this 
| Union, but any human being. The intercourse which Mr. 
A. had had with him had not only been that of courtesy 
and of kindness, but that of friendship: and he was as far 
from saying willingly any thing to hurt the feelings of that 
gentleman, as he knew the gentleman himself to be 
The House knew the gentle- 
man from Georgia to be in a peculiar degree sensitive to 
any thing which in his own apprehension went to affect 
his honor: and this may have induced him, in a moment of 
excited feeling, and under the impression that in the pa- 
per which had been received by the House his own sin- 
cerity had been impeached, to offer his motion for recon- 
» sideration, and to say what he would now wish he had not 

said. 
A. that this sensibility to his own good name was the im- 
pulse under which the gentleman from Georgia had made 
this motion, he should still consider it as an insult to Mas- 
it for the reasons 
alleged by his colleague, [Mr. Evenerr,] because, what- 
; ever force there might be in the expressions used in the 
) report made to the Massachusetts Legislature, they were 
far more mild than those employed by the Legislatures of 


ferred, as an insult on that State. 


man who made it. 


more accomplished gentleman. 


averse from injuring his. 


Were it not for the conviction in the mind of Mr. 


sachusetts. He should so consider 


other States in speaking of that House and its acts, and 
particularly by that of the gentleman’s own State. An 


order to exclude the resolutions of the Legislature of 


Massachusetts could be founded only as considering the 


State Legislatures as divided into two classes, one of 


which was at liberty to insult with impunity, not merely 


; an individual, but the whole Gevernment, while the other 
| might not utter the least reflection on one of the commit- 


tees, or one of those who composed them. 
What Mr. A. had further to say in opposition to the 
motion for reconsideration was this: The report of the 


joint committee of the Massachusetts Legislature said 


that the bill reported by the Committee of Ways and 


| Means of this House, though it professed to have for its 


end a reduction of the revenue, would not effect that ob- 


} ject; and that those who reported it could not but have 


known that such would be its operation. The words 
which have given offence to the gentleman from Georgia 
are these: ‘*If it be the object of the bill to reduce the 


| revenue, why does it restore the duties on tea and coffee? 


Are the framers of the bill ignorant of the known and 
familiar fact, that a diminution of the duties on imported 
goods, by increasing the importation generally, increases 
The effect of the bi'l, should it 
become a law, would probably be, as your committee 
have already remarked, not to diminish, but to increase 
the receipts into the Treasury. The framers of it cannot 
be ignorant of this; and the real object in proposing it 


} Must therefore of necessity be different from the profess- 


ed and ostensible one.” 
This, Mr. A. said, was the imputation. And now, after 


all the arguments he had heard in that House upon this 
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subject he did deliberately give it as his opinion, that the 
effect of-the bill would be to increase, instead of dimin- 
ishing the revenue of the country. That the committee who 
had reported the bill were aware that such was the fact, was 
to be presumed; because it was to be presumed that they 
understood the subject with which they had been special- 
ly charged, and upon which they had reported the bill. 
It could be demonstrated, by figures, that this would 
be its result. That opinion Mr. A. had expressed at an 
early period of the present debate, in Committee of the 
Whole upon it; and he had called upon the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means |Mr. Verriancx] to 
show how the bill would reduce the revenue. And what 
had been the gentleman’s answer? Mr. A. had the gen- 
tleman’s speech, as reported in the Telegraph, and its 
whole argument, so far as it contained argument on 
this point, went to show that the bill would augment the 
revenue. What did it say’? It assumed, first, that by the 
reduction of ten or twelve millions of dollars from the 
present revenue, the consumers, who now pay it, would 
have a sum equal to that amount, to increase the exports 
of the country, which would of course increase the 
amount of exports in a corresponding degree. It then adds 
that the reduction of several almost prohibitory duties 
will also promote an increased importaticn. It proceeds: 
** all these causes, it is confidently believed, will raise the 
average annual importation for several successive years 
hereafter to the amount, and perhaps above the amount, 
assumed by the committee. But it does not therefore 
follow that this increase will be excessive and enormous, 
or will swell up to an indefinite extent.” 

Now, it had not been said, either by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts or by himself, that the-bill would increase 
the revenue ‘‘to an indefinite extent.” No such thing 
had been contended for. But he thought it had been 
pretty well proved by his colleague [Mr. Aprieron] that 
the bill would increase it toa very considerable extent. 
But the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had gone into detailed statements upon the effect of the 
proposed bill upon the revenue to be raised on several 
of the most important articles of importation; and his 
conclusions upon every article that he had specified were, 
that the receipts in the treasury would, under the opera- 
tion of this bill, either be increased, or at least not di- 
minished, from those which would be received under the 
act of the last session, which he proposes to repeal. He 








began with the prominent article of iron, which he had 


divided into three classes, and he concluded by acknow- 


ledging that ‘*the treasury would gain something by a 


diminished duty on one kind of iron, while it would lose 
by a diminution on the best and worst sorts.” 

After going on in his argument about iron, tv what 
conclusion did he come? The next article was cotton: 
here the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
went into a similar detail, and arrived at a similar conclu- 
sion. He again divided the cotton manufactured articles 
into three classes; and these are the words with which he 
closed his argument upon that specified article: —‘* The 
main operation of the proposed change (said he) will be 
the admitting certain cotton goods between the two classes 
I have mentioned. The revenue then from cotton goods, 
I believe, will stand pretty much as at present.” 

Pretty much as at present! 

But in respect to spirits he had expressly admitted that 
there would be a considerable increase. ‘Ihe gentleman, 
he observed, said nothing on the subject of tea and coffee, 
nor on the increased duty on silks. Yet the duties im- 
posed by thie bill on these articles alone would bring not 
less, probably much more, than a million of dollars an- 
nually into the treasury. The report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means itself admits that at a scanty estimate 
they will yield upwards of a million. Such had been the 
conclusions of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 








































































































































































































































































































1567 GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 


H. or Be} Mussachiiectte Hesolations. [Fes. 1, 1833, 


snd Means himself, in his own argument, to cuthain “his| cothnitties * as hating nabaedinal their own bill, than kick. 
own bill, and they all went to prove that its result would | ing out of doors the resolutions of the Legislature of Mas 
be to increase, and not to diminish the revenue. And|sachusetts. 
these conclusions had been exceedingly fortified in his} Mr. ALEXANDER, of Virginia, said be could haye 
(Mr. A’s) mind by an argument, and especially by an| wished, both as a member of the Committee of Ways anq 
experimental illustration, which he had heard yesterday | Means, and as a friend to the gentleman from Georgia, 
stated by a gentleman who had used it as a recommenda-|{Mr. Wixpr,] that that gentleman had suffered the |,). 
tion of the bill. He had heard with pleasure an argu-| guage in the papers from Massachusetts to have pass d 
ment from the gentleman from Maine, on his right, {Mr.| without animadversion. For himself, he felt none of the 
Janyts,] and with no less pleasure an agument from ano-|sensitiveness of his friend. Gentlemen seemed to think 
ther gentleman from Maine, upon his left, [Mr. Ev ante) | that the committee had been grossly ignorant as to what 
[Here the CHAIR interposed, and reminded Mr. A.|they were doing when they were reporting the od 
that it was not in order to reply in the House to argu-|that they were ignorant as to what the precise effect of (| 
ments advanced in Committee of the Whole. } bill would be, he would not deny, because no man c 
Mr. A. said, it was not his purpose to answer the ar-/tell beforehand, with any precision, the results of : 
gument he had referred to, but to confirm the statements | sure of the kind. But he thought the charge of diss 
of the gentlemen who had used it. | lation lay as much at the door of the committee of th: 
The CHAIR said it was not in order to refer to argu-|Congress, who had reported the bill to reduce the rey 
ments in committee. nue at that time, as it could be supposed now todoa 
Well, sir, said Mr. A., I will confine myself entirely | of the Committee of Ways and Means. All her c 
within the rules of order ‘of the House. I say, then, that| be said to know was, that ‘there was no such thing as ¢ 
I heard yesterday an argument somewhere; the House| | tainty about results of this kind. If a just sense of pro. 
knows where, and by whom it was used, or you may sup-| priety were not sufficient to restrain gentlemen, as well 
pose, if you please, that I read it in a new spaper; but this | out of the House as in it, and it was necessary that ; 
argument was illustrated by an examination into the ef-|tain members of the House should set themselves up 
fect of the reduction of duties upon wines. Here there} censors, such gentlemen, it was probable, could find |itt 
were actual data drawn from the treasury returns at dif-| else to do than complain. He was aware that inc 
ferent times during a succession of years. These returns| quarters of the House the committee had not escape 
showed what was the effect of high duties, and what was| nunciations, and, he would say, obloquy, of the stro 
the result of a reduction of them to one-half their for ens 36 character. Yet, because the members of that committee 
amount; from which a most forcible and convincing argu-| had sat silent, and endured these charges with patience, 
ment resulted to prove that the operation of the present it was not to be understood that they admitted all t 
bill would be to increase the revenue. When the wine| was said against them to be either true or just. Sor 
duty had been reduced by one-half, the receipts on that!days since, a member from Pennsylvania [Mr. D: 
article were doubled. The same result ran through a| had indulged himself in a wide latitude of remark as to! 
long detail, the duties upon different wines, as imported | motives and character of the committee, and had gon 
at different rates of duty, and the result was invariably far as to say that, as far as the article of iron was « 
the same. When the duties upon Madeira wine had been| cerned, the committee must have acted under the sv] 
a dollar a gallon, they had yielded to the treasury, I think, intendence of the gentleman from Philadelphia. | 
about 150,000 dollars; when reduced to half a dollar, they | gentleman could not suppose either that the commit 
had yiek ded nearly or quite double that amount. So it|felt there was any truth in such a remark, or that th 
was with sherry, with port, and with every other species|sertion would be believed by any honorable man int 
of wine imported in considerable quantities. In every|House. The gentleman had even gone farther, an 
single instance adduced, it was shown that a reduction of| stated, in reference to another article— (Here the CHAIR 
the duty had been followed by an increase of the revenue | | inter posed, and reminded Mr. A. that it was out of « 
collected upon the article. A. said he wished he hadjto reply in the House to remarks made in commit! 
the statement now before hen, for, from what had taken) Mr. A. went on to say, that if gentlemen would c 
place in relation to wines, there was the proof of expe-| themselves to the report of the Committee of Way: 
rience to show what must happen in reference to wool-| Means, they would there find on what principles th 
lens, to cottons, to iron, to spirits, and, in short, to every{had been founded. The question had been referr 


° ° ° . | . . * . . 
article the duties on which it was proposed to reduce. }thent in conformity with the views expressed by the P 


What would then be the result of passing the bill? Why, 
that the same taxation—the same terrible taxation—| 
the insupportable burden of taxation, would remain on 
the people without diminution; and, according to the| advantage be taken off. 
argument of some gentlemen, all of it would come from} 
the South; whether high duties or low duties, the South 
paid all. 


|sident, how far it was practicable and expedient to red 
the existing amount of revenue, and whether ten or tw 
j milli ions of dollars of unnecessary duties might not 


This was the considerat 
}sented to the committee; and it was for this end, 
in consequence of the attitude of South Carolina, alt 
that subject was not excluded from their view, that t! 
Mr. A. did not desire to join in any imputation, in| had been reported. Gentlemen should not deceive t 
— remarks, upon the Committee of W ays and Means, | selves with the belief that, because the members of | 
s having ut derstood what the effect of their own bill!committee had been silent, and had given no ans‘ 
w ook lbe. He did not charge any such thing upon them. |\the taunts and the rebukes heaped upon them, the) 
But he calle« i upon the chairman of that committee, [Mr./ therefore acting under the influence of fear. It ws 
VERPLANCK,] upon the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr.|a sense of fear that had actuated them, but a sense of t 
Witopg, | the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Poxk,] awful responsibility of their situation, and a sense of 
and above all, upon the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | was due to propriety. He begged that gentlemen \ 
{Mr. Gitmore,] whose opinions, unfortunately for the|not divert the public attention from what was th 
opponents of the bill, had undergone, since the last ses-| question before the House, which was, whether th 
sion of Congress, so great a variation—he called upon’ ple of the United States would submit to a taxation ol 
them all to produce any evidence to show that the bill| or twelve millions of dollars, from which they might \ 
would not operate to increase the revenue; and he would | out injury be relieved, and not hew South Carolina 
say that such proof, when produced, would be an infi-|to be conciliated. 


nitely better answer to the supposed imputation upon the} Mr. WAYNE said that he must offer a few w 
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explanation of the grounds on which he should be com- 
elled to give his vote different from that which his col- 
eague [Mr. Witve] would probably desire. It was of- 
ten the painful lot of genilemen in that House to vote, 
from a sense of duty, in a manner very different from 
what they could wish. Such was his own situation at this 
moment. 

He was disposed to sustain every motion his colleague 
might make. But when he was asked to reconsider a 
vote by which a paper from one of the States of the Union 
had been referred to a Committee of the Wholé House, 
and ordered to be printed, (he cared not how the paper 
had been introduced, whether it were a memorial ad- 
dressed to the House, or a resolution in the form of in- 
structions,) and thereby to say that the paper should not 
be heard, because it contained an imputation on some of 
the members of that House, he must refuse his assent. 
He thought that his colleague had been betrayed, by the 
amiable sensibility of his nature, into a mistake of the true 
ground which he ought to occupy. Mr. W. did not con- 
sider the language objected to as being offensive, because 
the charge made was mere matter of inference and argu- 
ment, and was to be viewed only as a strong expression of 
what the Legislature of a State understood as the true 
view of a subject before Congress. When the whole Le- 
gislature was treated in a disrespectful manner in any 
document presented to it, that might be good reason for 
refusing such a paper, or to act upon it. But no such 
fastidious sense of dignity was indulged when reflections 
were made on a committee of the House. Nor need his 
colleague to be so deeply wounded under the idea that the 
House, by receiving and referring this paper had at all 
sanctioned any thing that it contained. This was far from 
being the case. 


Two of the gentlemen from Massachusetts had seen fit 
to resort to the example of Georgia asa vindication of 
what the State of Massachusetts had done. Mr. W. felt 
gratified that the gentlemen had gone so far south. And 
if it was true that Georgia had at all times approached 
that House in language somewhat grating to ears po- 
lite, still the result of her conduct showed that she was 
right in principle. And he would assure those gentle- 
men, that whenever Massachusetts should deem her rights 
to be outraged, and should resolve to resist, as Georgia 
had done, she would find the people of Georgia rallying 
round her with a feeling of peculiar regard, as that State 
which had first rocked the cradle of our infant indepen- 
dence. Mr. W. would not consent to set a precedent, 
the inference from which might be, that sovereign States, 
in addressing the General Government, should have their 
language measured by the rules of politeness, or even de- 
cency. For, should their language even be wanting in de- 
cency itself, he would still be for receiving it, on the prin- 
ciple that it was the language of a sovereign. When the 
Legislature of a State transgressed in its public acts the 
limits of propriety, the members of that Legislature 
were responsible to their constituents at home, and not to 
Congress. 

Mr. CLAYTON, of Georgia, said he wished to offer a 
few reasons why he could not vote for the motion of his 
colleague, [Mr. Wiipe.] In some of my views, said he, | 
Ihave been anticipated by my colleague [Mr. Wayne] | 
who has just taken his seat. On the ground that they im- 
pugn the motives of a committee of this body, the motion | 
is made to reconsider a yote which authorized the print- | 
ing of certain resolutions sent here from the Legislature | 
of Massachusetts, and which directed their consideration | 
by the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
I have two reasons for sustaining this course of the House; 
one is, these resolations come from a sovereign State; and | 





IN CONGRESS. 


Resolutions. 


1570 


[H. or R. 


ee nN 


amount, Mr. Speaker, for. the State sovereignties, and 
that they have the right to speak to us just as they please, 
and we have no other right but to stand and take it. Of- 
fensive as may be considered the style, they are our mas- 
ters, we are their creatures, and in whatever language 
they may choose to address us, we are not only compelled 
to listen to it, but I will go further, we are bound to 
submit to it; for if we do not here, there is a place 
where they can bring us up to such an account as will 
very readily satisfy us of their power. This is not very 
welcome doctrine about this time, but I hope it will not 
be objected to by the State whose voice it seems to be so 
desirable should be heard on the present occasion. If she 
has no authority here, she has no right to speak, and if 
she has the right to speak, it must be to some purpose. 
Now, these resolutions come from a sovereign State, in its 
State capacity; and what one State can do, all can; un- 
less, indeed, there is a difference between Northern and 
Southern States. These positions being established, let 
us see in what manner the sovereign State of Massachu- 
setts has thought proper to address us. It must be recol- 
lected that she is very much displeased with the course of 
South Carolina, thinks it very daring anc undutiful, and 
must not be tolerated, and then most bitterly complains 
that Congress is going to repeal the tariff laws to gratify 
that State. After complaining of the conduct of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means for reporting the bill now be- 
fore Congress, they say it ** amounts to a proposal to sur+ 
render the rights and interests of the whole people to the 
menaces of a single State, and the passage of it into a law 
would seriously compromise the honor and dignity of the 
Government.” Now, Mr. Speaker, one would suppose 
that a State, speaking in such sensitive terms of the great 
impropriety of this august body’s acting under the influ- 
ence of threats, would hardly have been guilty, in almost 
the next breath, of a similar rudeness! But listen, sir, to 
the following resolution contained in the modest document 
on your table: 

‘¢ Resolved, That, whiist the people of this Common- 
wealth, in the spirit of patriotism and of fraternal con- 
ciliation, [God help such fraternity !] are ready at all umes 
to submit to such reasonable changes of national policy 
as the deliberate judgment of the whole country shall 
require for the common good, they are not bound si- 
lently to acquiesce in destructive revolutions in principle 
and policy, effected by threats of violence through the 
forms, but in contempt of the spirit and power of the con- 
stitution.” 

Not bound! What do they mean by that? Not bound 
silently to acquiesce! Do they claim this right under a 
case of ** destructive revolution of principle,” and deny 
it to other members of this Union? Are other members 
of this Union prevented from acquiesciag in destructive 
revolutions of principles, and Massachusetts alone entitled 
to that privilege? A gentleman before me, from that 
State, says she only means a mere resolve to that effect; 
she does not mean, I suppose, by that, to carry the mat- 
ter any further. Why, sir, this is absolutely worse. 
What! resolve, and not carry the matter into execution? 
Is it to play the part of a blustering, mean bragadocio; to 
frighten us by threats. Who resolves, that is honest or 
brave, that does not intend to stand or fall by that resolve? 
No, no, sir! I cannot think so badly of old Massechusetts. 
Depend upon it she intends to do what she resolves, and, 
what is better, she has the right to doit. I want people 
to take what belongs to them, and not to be afraid of it; 
but in doing this I do not want them so to take it as to 
deprive their neighbors of the same right. In the name 
of all that is just, and fair, and honest, do not establish 
the principle that all the States north of Mason and Dix- 


the other is, they go to support those doctrines which we | on’s line, may resolve that they are ‘not bound silently 
c . ° © q ’ . . . . 
of the South have been so long contending for, that of | to acquiesce ina law of Congress, when, in their opinion, 


State interposition, as I will presently show. 
Vou. 1X¥.—99 


I go the full 


it effects a destructive revolution of principle,” and deny 
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the same right to States south of that line! Why should |judge of this matter, since the treaty-making power be. 
it be? Is it because they are free States, and ours are|longs to that Government? The Federal Court, to }. 
slave States’? Is it because on one side there is free la-|sure, according to the modern doctrine!] of the States 
bor, and on the other it is slave labor? Is this to be the| composing the Union, to any foreign power; or to deprive 
distinction that must mark the difference of right in the}the State of any land, or other property, without the cop. 
matter? Ihave heard much said on that subject in this/sent of such State, previously obtained, of the States of 
House, and great reliance is placed upon the morality and | Massachusetts and Maine, would be a violation of th. 
justness of the distinction in reference to other matters, |rights of jurisdiction and property, belonging respective. 
but gentlemen deceive themselves, grossly deceive them-|ly to the said States, and secured to them by the Feder) 
selves, if they think it will hold in this or any other case. jconstitution; and that any act purporting to have such 
Whenever you believe a law unconstitutional and oppres-jeffect, would be wholly null and void, and in no way obj. 
sive, you have the right to resolve that you will not si-/gatory upon the Government or people of either of the 
lently acquiesce in it; nay, more, and to carry that resolve | said States.” 

into complete effect;-and I assure you, we of the South} py foregoing declaration is distinctly repeated in ap. 
will take the liberty to do the same thing, not only tacitly other resolution immediately following the above. Tie 
and quietly, but forcibly if we think proper. We exer-\state of Maine adopted the fullowing resolves on the 
cise no rights that we are not entirely willing that you} me subject ! 

should, and we mean that you shall not} without allowing | gah : 

us the same privilege. There can be no mistake in the| ‘‘ Hesolved, That the convention of September, 182, 
object of the resolution I have read, for its intention was tended to violate the constitution of the United States, 
too plainly indicated in the original draft of resolutions and to impair the sovereign rights and powers of the State 
reported to the Legislature of Massachusetts. I happen, |©f Maine, and that Maine is not bound by the constity. 
Mr. Speaker, to have had a sight of that report, and|tion to submit to the decision which is or shall be made 
though what Iam about to mention is not now found in|¥nder the convention. 4 

the paper I hold in my hand, yet it was there when first| _ ‘‘ Hesolved, In the opinion of the Legislature that the 
submitted, and was to this effect, that the passage of the decision of the King of the Netherlands cannot and ought 
tariff bill now before this Congress would be derogatory | t to be considered as obligatory upon the Government 
to the national honor, and involving such a gross and pal- of the United States, either upon the principles of right, 
pable abuse of the power of the Government, as would |JUStice, or honor. ; 
justify the States and citizens aggrieved by it, inany mea-| “‘ Resolved, further, for the reasons before stated, that 
sures they may think proper to adopt, for the purpose of | 2° division made by any umpire under any circumstance;, 
obtaining redress. What do you call this, Mr. Speaker?|'f the decision dismembers a State, has, or can have, any 
A gentleman by my side says it is nullification! Yes, sir, | constitutional force or obligation upon the State thus dis 
it is pure, unadulterated nullification! And, what is still membered, unless the State adopt and sanction the de. 
better, a Mr. Banks, I think a member of the Massachu-|°!S!0n- 

setts Legislature, absolutely proposed an amendment to] Besides the purpese for which the resolutions are quot- 
the report, the object of which was to prepare for the se-|ed, the following deductions clearly result: both States 
paration! Now, sir, only mark how that sign of the case | assert their sovereignty, and if their territory and jurisdic. 
being altered, alters the case: South Carolina shall not|tion cannot be parted with without their consent, by the 
nullify, but Massachusetts may, as much and as often as| General Government, then that Government is not a unit 
she pleases. Sir, this is not the first time that State has|If the States have sovereignty enough to prevent a dis- 
determined she was not bound to acquiesce in the laws of | memberment of their territory, because such act would be 
the General Government. ‘She resolved that the treaty | unconstitutional, then they have it for any other unconst- 
between Great Britain and the United States, relative to|tutional act, and the doctrine that the General Govern: 
the northeastern boundary, in which the State of Maine, | ment acts not upon the States, but upon the people ind 
and perhaps herself, were concerned, should not be bind- | vidually, will apply as strongly to the one case as the other; 
ing. That the decision of the umpire on that occasion )so that every citizen ina State (leaving not a man in it 





should not be carried into effect. I see the gentleman|whereby it would be completely destroyed,) miglit be 
shakes his head; I say that she did resolve substantially it|hung for treason, as well for attempting to prevent the 
should not be carried into effect; and I say more, she was| dismemberment of his State as for any other unconstitu- 
right in saying so, and I would have marched from Geor-|tional cause. These two States have judged for then- 
gia, in principle, to have borne her out in her resolve; for|selves, and adopted their own mode of nullifying a law; 
the General Government had no right to cede away either |and unless the doctrine in the celebrated case of the fa- 
the territory or jurisdiction of a State. This was prevent-|mer and the lawyer, or rather, the ox and the bull, beap- 
ed in the State of Georgia, and I hope I never shall be so| plied to poor South Carolina alone, they at least ought to 
inconsistent or unreasonable as to claim for my own State, |}shut their mouths. 
whatever others may do, what I would not willingly yield} Mr. WICKLIFFE was anxious to bring this debate to 
to another. For these reasons I am constrained to voteja close, and proposed that, by unanimous consent, the mo- 
against the motion of my colleague. tion for reconsideration should be laid upon the table. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he should not have said a word 
on the subject, but from an imperious sense of duty. Ant 
*¢ Resolved, That the adoption of the said line so recom-|though he had been desirous that a direct vote should be 
mended by. the King of the Netherlands, as a part of the |taken, he was willing, as a concession made in the spitt 
northeastern boundary of the United States, would de-|of harmony, to waive his call for the yeas and nays, an¢ 
prive this commonwealth and the State of Maine of large iconsent that the motion should be laid upon the table. 
tracts of territory, which, upon any imaginable result of} ‘The SPEAKER said that if no gentleman objected the 
stich survey of the northern and eastern boundaries, as is |motion would be laid upon the table. 
authorized by the 5th article of the treaty of Ghent, be-| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, objected. 
long, respectively, in sovereignty and property, to the} And the hour allotted to resolutions having expired, the 
said State and to the said Commonwealth.” subject was laid over. 

** Resolved, That the Government of the United States | The House then passed to the orders of the day, and 
has no constitutional right to cede any portion of the ter-|went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Wayne in the 
ritory [the oft repeated question may be asked, who is to |chair, on 
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THE TARIFF BILL. 


The question which came up from yesterday, was on 
the amendments proposed by Mr. Warrg, of New York. 

The first amendment offered by him, was in the first 
section of the bill. 

Mr. Warre’s amendment went to make the reduction 
of the duty on raw wool, and on twist and yarn, more gra- 
dual, so as to be as follows: 

35 per cent. until 2d of March, 1834. 
30. = do. do. 1835 
25 do. do. 1836. 
20 do, thereafter (a permanent duty.) 

Mr. ROOT said, the amendment of his colleague pro- 
posed to extend the period of the reduction of the duty, 
and leave it at least five per cent. more than was proposed 
by the bill. By the act of the last session, the duty on un- 
manufactured wool was fixed at-four per cent. per pound 
specific, and forty per cent. ad valorem. The average 
cost of imported wool might be estimated at twenty cents 
per pound. Upon that estimate the duty would be twelve 
cents per pound, or sixty per cent. The duty on woollen 
manufactures was fixed by the same act at fifty per cent. 
He proposed that the reduction of duty on the raw ma- 
terial, and the manufactured article, should be made now 
correspondent. When the duty on woollens was thirty 
per cent., the duty on wool should be forty per cent. The 
reason of this proportion was obvious. Wool was the pro- 
duce of agriculture, of land and labor combined. The 
grand staple of this country was land, it was our cheapest 
and most abundant article, and instead of it, the dearest and 
scarcest article, labor, shouldbe encouraged. It was the 
sound policy of all Governments to encourage their own, 
instead of exotic productions. In England, population 
was more abundant than land. Labor was, therefore, 
cheap, and their policy was to protect labor and to en- 


courage the demand for the article of which they had the 
greatest supply. They encouraged the importation of raw 
materials in order to give employment to their surplus la- 
bor, which'could not be directed to tilling the ground, be- 
cause they had not ground to till. But the policy which 
would be wise for England was not adapted to our situa- 
tion. Here labor was extravagantly high in preportion to 


the price of land. Why should we induce the importa- 
tion of raw materials? Are there not vast tracts of vacant 
land for the employment of our population? Is it for the 
purpose of encouraging the emigration of foreigners to 
build up towns under our protecting policy, and to fill them 
with inhabitants who would rather raise the union flag of 
Great Britain, than the star spangled banner?’ If there 
was no adequate protection upon wool the boasted Ameri- 
can system becomes an European system. When any at- 
tempt had been made to raise the duty on wool, the ma- 
nufacturers had exclaimed that we were ruining their bu- 
siness. The truth is, they can import wool without duty 
cheaper than our farmers are willing to raise it, because 
the German farmers, to say nothing of Spanish wool, 
which is raised from flocks which roam almost entirely 
over that kingdom, are in the habit of being satisfied with 
more scanty earnings than our free and independent po- 
pulation. In this bill the agricultural interest of the na- 
tion has been overlooked for the benefit of the manufac- 
turers. Our farmers are to be offered up asa sacrifice to 
allay the burning avarice of the manufacturers. Indigo 
and sumac, productions of our own soil, are to be import- 
ed free of duty, as an offering to the manufacturing inter- 
est. To avert their threats, even the duty of three cents 
per pound on cotton was to be given up. He woyld not 
move the restoration of that duty, as he was not the re- 
presentative of cotton growers. 


went through the whole bill. Mr. R. then moved to 
amend the amendment by striking out thirty and inserting 
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forty per cent. in the first part of the amendment. Th 
motion was lost: Yeas 61, nays 60, the Caarm voting in 
the negative. 

The question recurring on Mr. Warre’s amendment, 

After some remarks from Mr. STEWART, in which he 
insisted that twenty-five or twenty per cent. on wool was 
no protection, and that as the duty was merely for reve- 
nue, he preferred twenty to twenty-five per cent: 

Mr. BURGES followed, and further illustrated the same 
view. : 

Mr. ROOT then moved another amendment, so as to 
insert forty-five per cent., instead of forty, as he had be- 
fore proposed for the year 1834, and intimated, in answer 
to an inquiry of Mr. Potx, that he intended to fol'ow 
this motion, if it prevailed, by moving correspondent 
amendments to the other rates of duty proposed in Mr. 
Watre’s amendment. 

Mr. J. DAVIS inquired whether the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Root, ] intended to follow up his amend- 
ments by an increase of the duty on woollens? 

Mr. ROOT replied in the negative. 

Mr. DAVIS said the bill proposed to reduce the duty 
on woullens to twenty per cent.; he proposes to increase 
the duty on wool to forty-five per cent. 

Mr. ROOT said, it was his intention to fix the same re- 
lative duty on wool and on woollens as was settled by the 
act of July last. The duty on wool by this bill was sixty 
per cent. and on woollens fifty per cent: 

Mr. J. DAVIS did not understand on what authority the 
gentleman assumed the duty on wool, under the act of the 
last session, to be sixty per ccnt. During the debate upon 
that bill, the duty was stated to amount to little more than 
forty per cent. 

Mr. HOFFMAN thought his colleague was mistaken as 
to the average cost of imported wool. He held in his hand 
a document from the Treasury, showing the importations 
for several years. Mr. H. stated the cost of three and a 
quarter millions of pounds imported in 1831, at the vari- 
ous places whence it was imported, and said the average 
was thirty-three and four-tenths cents per pound. 

After some further remarks from Mr. Root, the ques- 
tion was taken on his amendment to the amendment, and 
was lost; Yeas 18, nays not counted. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, then moved to amend the 
amendment of Mr. Write, so as to restore the protective 
duty of the act of last year on wool, viz. four cents per 
pound, and forty per cent. ad valorem; which was agreed 
to: Yeas 87, nays 67. 

The question then recurring on Mr. Warre’s amend- 
ment, as thus amended by Mr. H. Evererr, 

Mr. POLK warmly remonstrated against its adoption, 
as going, in substance, to declare that the House would do 
nothing in the way of compromise, but would insist on 
retaining the protecting duties as they were at present in 
force. 

Mr. INGERSOLL contended that the wool interest had 
suffered most in the bill of last session, and ought now not 
to be forsaken. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG referred to great speculations 
which had taken place in wool, and to competition be- 
tween the wool growers and the manufacturers, in conse- 
quence of the duty being raised by a former act. If the 
amendment should be adopted, he should consider it as an 
indication that no bill was to pass, and that we were to 
have war between the North and South. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY, of New York, now moved to amend 
the amendment of Mr. Everett, so as to limit it to the 
first year, and then to decrease the duty successively by 
one cent each year, in the specific duty, and five per cent. 


‘ese But the principle of sa-|in the ad volorem duty, as follows: 
crificing the agricultural to the manufacturing interest | 


4 cents specific, and 40 per. cent ad valorem, until 2d 


|of March, - : . - - - 1834 


3 cents, and 35 per cent. - . . - 18535 
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2 cents, and SO per cent. 1836 

1 cent, and 25 per cent. thereafter, (as permanent 
duty. 

Pits amendment was carried: Yeas 86, nays 69. 

The question being put on Mr. Evererr’s amendment, 
as amended by Mr. Branps ey, it was rejected: Yeas 72, 
nays 73. 

Mr. Warrse’s first amendment was then adopted with- 
out alteration; leaving the duty on wool at 

35 per cent. until 2d of March, 1854. . 
30. = do. do. 1835. 
25 do. do. 1836. 
20 thereafter, (permanent. ) - 


The question was next put on Mr. Wurrsr’s second 
amendment, which was to the third section of the bill, and 
made the reduction more gradual, as follows: 

30 dollars until 2d of March, 1834. 
25 do. do. 1835. 
20. do. do. 1836. 
And then 15 permanent. 


The amendment was agreed to, yeas 66, nays 64. 
The question next came up on the third amendment, 
which is in the fourth section of the bill, as follows: 
40 per cent. until 2d of March, 1834. 
35. = do. do. 1835. 
30. = do. do. 1836. 
25 thereafter (permanent. ) 


Mr. STEWART proposed to amend this amendment so 
as to restore the provisions of the act of last year, leaving 
the duty fifty per cent. 

This was negatived: veas 75, nays 89. . 

Mr. Warre’s amerdment was then agreed to: yeas 76, 
nays 73. 

Mr. Wartre’s next amendment was in the eighth and 
ninth sections of the bill: 

Mr. WHITE proposed to strike out both these sections, 
and insert a provision laying a duty on cotton goods of 
30 per cent. till 2d March 1834, 

25 do 1835. 
20 thereafter (permanent.) 

Mr. SEMMES, of Maryland, moved to amend this 
amendment so as to leave the duty permanent at 30 per 
cent. After some remarks from the mover, this amend- 
ment was rejected without a count. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, then offered an amend- 
ment to the amendment of Mr. Wurrr, so as to make 
the duty 

On undyed cottons 74 cents the square yard; 

Dyed cottons 8} cents; except twist, yarn, and thread, 
(which were to be left as by the Tariff of 1824;) 

On nankeens direct from China, 20 per cent. ad va- 
lorem; 

Stamped floor cloth 43 cents the aquare yard; 

Other floor cloth 124 cents; 

Matting 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

{The effect of this amendment would be to restore the 
above duties as by the act of last year. ] 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, of Maryland, this amend-| 
ment was divided; and the question taken first on the 
cottons. 

Mr. VINTON moved to rise. Negatived: yeas 72, 
nays 75. | 

The first part of Mr. Pzancs’s amendment was then 
rejected: yeas 68, nays 73. 

The second part followed without a count. 

Mr. STEWART moved to amend Mr. Wurre’s amend- 
ment~so as to leave the duty on cottons permanent} 
at 30 per cent.; and to strike out ‘‘silk,” as a material. | 

The motion was negatived: yeas 63, nays 78, 

The committee then rose, and 

The House adjourned. 
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Saturpay, Feprvary 2. 


MASSACHUSETTS RESOLUTIONS. 


The motion of Mr. Wipps, of Georgia, to reconsider 
the vote of the House, by which certain resolutions of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts were referred to a Commit. 
tee of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed, com. 
ing up for consideration, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE observed that the motion had ap. 
swered all its purposes, and there could be no good in 
continuing longer to discuss it. He did not believe there 
were five members in the House who would vote for it, 
and he therefore renewed his motion to lay the motion 
upon the table. Mr. W. however, though with great re. 
luctance, withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, on condition that he 
would renew the motion; which Mr. D. promised to do. 

Mr. D. then said that some of the remarks which had 
fallen from gentlemen were of a nature to demand some 
animadversion. Several of those who had addressid the 
House seemed to suppose, and indeed had expressly said, 
that Massachusetts had spoken in an improper and unbe- 
coming manner, and had used language of a violent cha. 
racter. Mr. D. denied the justice of both these charges. 
He knew, indeed, that that ancient Commonwealth was 
accustomed, at all times, and on alk occasions, to speak 
her opinions openly, plainly, and fearlessly, without re. 
gard to what might or might not be the opinions of others, 
This had been her habit long before she had becomes 
member of the American confederacy; and it would con. 
tinue to be her practice, so long as the free, liberal, and 
enlightened character of her institutions should remain, 
She would, he trusted, at all times, express her senti 
ments fearlessly, and without disguise, whether her |an- 
guage were put on the records of this House‘or not. She 
cared not much whether, like the official language of 
other States of the Union, it was admitted upon the jour- 
nals of Congress, or refused a place there. If any invi- 
dious distinction was to be introduced, in this respect, lie 
should like to see the ground on which it was to rest. 
The States had all, at one time or other, spoken with 
great freedom, without any regard to what might be the 
opinions of that House, or of committees of that House; 
and the journals would bear him out in the assertion. 
He insisted that the paper, so far from being intemperste 
and violent, was in language quite the reverse: the Ic 
gislature had expressed its views with great propriety, 
and in a very temperate manner; its tone was firm, 
indeed, but perfectly temperate, insomuch that the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. Potx] might have saved 
himself all the trouble of ‘* hurling” it back, and might, 
at the same time, have saved the Legislature of Mass- 
chusetts from all the dismay occasioned by such a proce: 
dure on his part. 

He would say to the worthy gentleman from Georgi, 
{Mr. CrayTon, | that the paper did not sustain the opinions 
which that gentleman had expressed to the House. It was 
not Mr. D’s intention to interfere with those doctrines 0! 
nullification to which the gentlemen seemed so friendly; 
on that subject the gentleman could think and act as he 
pleased, but Mr. D. must protest against Massachusetts 
being charged with the expression of any such sent 
ments, or any thing that sanctioned them. 

{He here quoted the words of the resolutions, and in- 
quired:] 

Did this intimate any intention of nullifying the acts 
of thh Government? Nothing was further from the 
scope of the passage. Allit declared was that Massacliu- 
setts was not bound to sit silently, with her mouth shut, 
while a policy was proposed which went to destroy het, 
as though she approved of what was about to be done: that 
was the meaning, and the whole meaning. And how 
the gentleman from Georgia could so entirely misconceiv®: 
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or misrepresent it, as in the remotest degree authorizing| Georgia, he knew he was incapable of intentionally offer- 
nullification, was to him perfectly incomprehensible. ing an insult to any public body or any individual. 

He had felt it due to himself and to his State tomake} Mr. WILDE resumed. He was happy that the gentle- 
these remarks, in reply to what had been said by the gen-| man from Massachusetts did him justice. Nothing was, 
tlemen from Georgia and Tennessee. : or could be further from his mind than an intention to 

He then moved, according to promise, to lay the motion/ treat the legislative body of any State with the slightest 
on the table; but withdrew the motion at the request of} disrespect. What motive could he have to insult the Le- 

Mr. WILDE, who said he hoped the gentleman from| gislature of Massachusetts? Men were usually influenced 
Massachusetts [Mr. Davis} would withdraw his motion, to| either by the hope of glory or the love of ease. Prudent 
enable him, Mr. W., to make a disposition of this matter} and thriving statesmen—which he was not—animated by 
? which would relieve the House from all further trouble| the first, could hardly fail to remember that the very re- 
respecting it. spectable State of Massachusetts had thirteen votes; and 

Mr. DAVIS assenting: he, who had all his life found the last ‘*the sin that most 

Mr. WILDE proceeded: Nothing had been farther] easily besets,” could scarcely avoid reflecting that the 
from his expectation when he introduced this resolution, | peace which he loved would be little promoted by bring- 
than the debate to which it had given rise, unless indeed| ing down upon his head the displeasure of the zealous 
it was the new-born zeal for State rights which it had| and talented delegation from Massachusetts. 
awakened in a certain quarter of the House. He wasat/ So far from intending any disrespect to the Legislature 
first puzzled to conjecture how it happened, that a senti-| of Massachusetts, he had not imagined that Legislature 
ment which had slept so long and so soundly, had so sud-! could believe he respected them less because he had this 
denly awakened; but, on further reflection, it occurred to} much respect for himself; that he could not acquiesce in 
him, that the uniform advocates of power were consistent] an unjust censure which they had been induced to cast on 
with themselves. As they held that States had no rights| him. Since the representatives of that State, however, 
in a conflict with the General Government, so individuals} had not considered it consistent with her dignity to allow 
had no rights in a collision with the States. Nor was the| him an opportunity of denying the justice of that censure 
logic of the gentlemen, in his humble judgment, less re-| by his vote, he would prove his respect for the Legisla- 
markable than their zeal. Because it was proper that|ture of the State of Massachusetts, by relieving them 
the most unlimited freedom of petition should be allowed—| from the unpleasant predicament of appearing to intro- 
which he admitted—because it was proper that every le-| duce a grave question of State rights for the purpose of 
gislative body should express their opinions of public men} obtaining a petty triumph over an obscure individual. 
and measures, in whatever language they might think be-| He would withdraw his motion for reconsideration, and 
§ coming to themselves, which he did not deny, therefore, | in doing so, he hoped he was actuated by no worse a mo- 
it was right that an individual whose conduct was reftect-] tive than that of returning good for evil. 
ed on in common with his associates, and who, not knowing] The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 
the fact, had voted for the reference, should not be per-| Mr. CLAYTON requested his colleague to allow him 

mitted to reconsider and recal his vote. first an opportunity of replying to Mr. Dayts, but Mr. 
» Gentlemen seemed to have prejudged his course. They} W. said he could not consent to do so. 
appeared, somewhat too hastily, to have inferred that, if GENERAL LAND OFFICE 
the vote were reconsidered, he would attempt to prevail ¥* oe ; 
upon the House not to refer and print the preamble.}| The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
| He had intimated no such thing. He had hinted, on the} motion made by Mr. Piummer, on the 18th January, 
© contrary, that it might be proper for the House to refer| ultimo, that the House do reconsider the vote taken on 
and print, but that he could not be expected to vote for| the 17th of January, ultimo, agreeing to the resolution 
the reference of that part of it which, in his opinion, did] reported by Mr. Wixpk, from the Committee of Ways 
injustice to the Committee of Ways and Means. and Means, by which that committee was discharged from 

The memorials of other States, on other occasions, had| the consideration of the estimates, documents, and cor- 
| been cited. In these memorials, it was true, the charac-| respondence, transmitted to said committee by the Com- 
ter of laws passed, and the motives of majorities who| missioner of the General Land Office, in explanation of 
| passed them, had been canvassed with great freedom.| the increased appropriations asked for the service of the 
Against this he had not objected, and should never object.| present year in that department, and by which the same 
; Nor did he deny that great license in debate was, and| were referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, with 
ought to be allowed on that floor. In point of precedent, | instructions to make certain inquiries therein set forth. 
| however, the cases did not fit. He had examined a great} Mr. PLUMMER stated, at length, his reasons in sup- 
| number of memorials, and he had not found one in which} port of his motion to reconsider; insisting that the course 
| a State Legislature had permitted themselves to indulge| proposed was unusual, and that it would be best for the 
| inreflecting on the motives of a committee which had| committee to prefer an accusation against the Commis- 
reported a measure still pending. But the question was| sioner, and then call for testimony to support it. 
not even whether this was perfectly usual and parliamen-| Mr. WICKLIFFE declined going into the subject at 
tary. It was not whether the committees of the House, | this time, or making a Wiscasset business of this matter. 
performing, under the order of the House, such duties} The committee wished further information, and could not 
as had been assigned to them, were to be exempted from) get it without the power asked. for. The House had 
censure, but whether they should be held to vote a cen-| granted it to them with great promptitude, and they 
sure of themselves, and in asking to be relieved from| should have exercised it before now, had not their pro- 
such a necessity, they were told, gravely told, that their} ceedings been suspended by a pending motion to recon- 
motion was an insult on Massachusetts. sider. The General Land Office had expended $20,000 

_Mr. ADAMS explained. Ifthe gentleman from Geor-| within the last two years for extra clerk hire, besides an 
gia had not unfortunately been absent yesterday—he} increased compensation to the standing clerks. Mr. W. 
said unfortunately, because he understood it was from se-| concluded by demanding the previous question. He with- 
vere indisposition—he would have known that he [Mr.| drew the motion at the request of 
Avams] had begged leave to correct that expression.} Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, who, though entertaining no 
He would not be understood as saying that the motion to} doubt that the Commissioner would be perfectly prepar- 
reconsider was an insult to the Legislature of Massachu-| ed to meet the investigation, was in favor of granting the 
setts, because, from his knowledge of the gentleman from| power. 





1579 


H. or R.j 


The previous question was seconded, put, and carried; 
and, on the main question of reconsidering, the House 
voted unanimously in the negative. 

So the power to send for persons and papers was 

nted. 

The House passed to the orders of the day, and once 
more resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Warne in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. APPLETON, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
the amendment offered by Mr. Wurre, of New York, to 
the original bill in its eighth and ninth sections. 

{The bill proposed on cottons costing twenty-five cents 
the square yard an ad valorem duty of 30 per cent. until 
March, 1834, and then a permanent duty of 20 per cent.; 
and on all other cottons 25 per cent. ad valorem until 
March, 1834, and then 20 per cent. permanent. 

Mr. Wuaitr’s amendment proposed to make the reduc- 
tion more gradual, as follows: 30 per cent. till March, 
1854, 25 per cent. till March, 1835, and then 20 per cent. 
permanent. 

Mr. Arrreron’s amendment put the duty at 20 per 
cent. permanent, and added a proviso that on plains there 
should be a square yard duty of 74 cents till March, 1834, 
and then 6 cents permanent; and on calicoes a square 
yard duty of 8} cents till March, 1834, and then 8 cents 
permanent. ] 

Mr. A. supported his amendment by a speech, in which 
he contended that removing the specific duty must ope- 
rate to destroy the cotton manufacture, especially that of 
printed cotton; insomuch that the calico business must be 
immediately ruined. He believed that this country was 


supplied with all the cotton goods required for general 
consumption by our own manufacturers intrinsically 


cheaper than any other nation whatever. The capital, 
however, required was so great, that a factory turned out 
yearly goods only to the amount of half the capital invest- 
ed. He admitted that this protection was not needed on 
that particular class of cottons which we now exported; 
but as the duty was laid on all, he thought it unwise to 
take it off. The slight difference as to time, proposed by 
the amendment of the gentleman from New York, was of 
no value. ‘Ten years was the shortest period that would 
be any effectual relief. 

Mr. WHITE said that there would be no need of heavy 
protection for an article we were exporting with success, 
and which was able to meet the British article in the fo- 
reign markets. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE inquired of Mr. Aprieron as to the 
existing rate of profit in the cotton manufacture. 

Mr. APPLETON replied that the Merrimac company, 
with a capital ofa million and a half of dollars, had manufac- 
tured cottons to the amount of 6,000,000 yards per annum; 
but the proportion of goods manufactured per annum, 
was not more than 50 or 60 per cent. on the capital, on 
which business they had found a balance in their favor of 
but $57,000. ‘Their profits were four per cent. for the 
Jast six months; this, however, was a season of peculiar 
depression. In 1831, when their business had been most 
prosperous, their profits for six months had gone as high 
as 10 percent., being at the rate of 20 per cent. per an- 
num. But nothing was more fluctuating. The only 
company now at Lowell whose stock was at par, were 
engaged in manufacturing for foreign markets. In fine 
goods, the caprice of fashion was such that prices could 
not be calculated upon. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought that the statement just 
made presented one of the strongest arguments that 
could be adduced against the gentleman’s own proposi- 
tion. The only successful company, it seemed, were 
engaged in making cotton for exportation. Now, he 
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would ask, was there any protection where these cottons 
went? Were there any protecting laws for these cot. 
tons in Mexico? in Brazil? in Asia Minor? Here then, 
after forty years of protection, in which the farmers of 
this country had paid an increased price for all their cot. 
ton goods, the manufacturers came forward and avowed 
that their most profitable business was supplying, not the 
home market, but nations ten thousand miles off. Mp. 
C. was for removing the duty, and placing their cottons 
here in our own market just as they were placed in mar. 
kets abroad. The Glasgow manufacturers had no pro. 
tection against those of Manchester; yet they, and even 
the poor people of Switzerland, were able to compete 
with the Manchester skill and capital; and surely our 
people could do the same. Mr. C. referred to the per. 
sonal wealth of the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
the thriving state of the manufacturing towns, as proof 
that the business must be very profitable; deprecated 
the minimum system as deceptive; and preferred an ad 
valorem duty, as open and above board. 

Mr. APPLETON complained of the disingenuous cha. 
racter of Mr. Campretene’s argument, which seemed to 
assume that the manufacturers, while supplying foreign 
countries with cheap cottons, did not furnish them to 
their own countrymen as cheap. He complained of the 
personality of the reference to his own circumstances, 
and offered to transfer to him all his profits, if he would 
give him ten per cent. per annum on his investments to 
cover loss. He spoke for his constituents, and if parting 
with all his own property would permanently settle the 
present question, he would willingly give it up. The 
minimum system had been introduced by Southern gen- 
tlemen, and it was the unexampled success ef that system 
in practice, which had rendered our cottons so cheap and 
so good. It was madness in the South to break down 
this interest, ag it must destroy a valuable market for their 
own staples. 

Mr. BURGES said the question was, whether the cot: 
ton manufactures of ‘this country should be preserved or 
destroyed. The 20 per cent. duty proposed by the bill 
was to be laid on the foreign cost of the article; and that 
would be put so low, that the duty would not amount tos 
cent a yard, although, with all the costs upon it, a yard 
of that cotton would be worth eight cents. This would 
let in floods of British goods, and prostrate our own, It 
was true that the English had reduced their protecting 
duty to 10 per cent.; but such was the maturity of the 
manufacture, and the strictness of their revenue laws, 
that that duty was a perfect barrier against all foreign 
competition. Her surplus she sent here, and sacrificed 
at any price, because it would be a dead loss at home; 
and, besides this, the stock of bankrupts was purchased 
under the hammer in England for next to nothing, paid 
little duty, and was then poured into our auction stores. 
If the Government intended to secure the home market, 
the only way to do so was to render the duty prohibitor) 

Mr. BOULDIN, of Virginia, insisted that the manutac- 
turers asked a protection which no government could 
grant. The evil of which they complained grew out ol! 
protection itself. The moment there wasa diminution o 
foreign supply, the manufacturer pressed on the consul 
er: prices rose; high prices produced an over importation; 
this occasioned a glut; prices instantly fell, and both im 
porter and manufacturer suffered together. If 20 pet 
cent. protection, added to all the cost of importation, 
after two or three years to prepare for the change, Was 
not enough to sustain the manufacture, then, in the name 
of God, let it go down. Mr. B. protested with velie- 
mence against the square yard duty, as pressing upon the 
poor, and relieving the rich. 

Mr. E. EVERETT now sent to the Clerk’s table 
remonstrance of the Lowell manufacturing comp2ny; 
which was read. 
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Mr. E. said he had received letters from gentlemen of 

the highest respectability, and for whose veracity he 
would pledge his own, declaring that if the bill should 
pass as reported, cotton manufactures must immediately 
godown. Mr. E. protested against the impolicy of destroy- 
ing so great an interest just after it had surmounted its 
first difficulties. A fact had just come to his knowledge, 
of great importance; which was, that the British Govern- 
ment had recently levied on foreign printed cotton goods 
a protecting duty of 34d. sterling per square yard. Was 
it unreasonable that our comparatively infant manufac- 
tures should ask protection, when those of Great Britain 
herself, so affluent in capital and skill, were found to need 
it. As to the comparison between a specific and an ad 
valorem duty in making it, it must always be remembered 
that, in this country, an ad valorem duty, owing to the 
difficulty of its collection, was not in practice worth more 
than half its nominal amount. 
* Mr. WILDE replied to the remark of Mr. ArrirTon, 
in respect to the minimum system, that it had not been 
introduced to protect manufactures, but to save specie 
from going to the East Indies to purchase cottons. ‘The 
protection at first was confined to coarse cottons. That 
business being overdone, the manufacturers had gone to 
the making and printing of finer goods. Buf this they 
had done at their own risk. Mr. W. inveighed against 
minimum duties. Let the tax be open and above 
board. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, went into an explanation 
and defence of the minimum system; and inveighed 
against the gross fraud by which ad valorem duties were 
constantly evaded. This was the reason why so many 
specific duties had been laid, and why the square yard 
duty had been introduced. ‘The destruction produced 
by this bill would fall, not on the wealthy manufacturer, 
but on the laborious people whom he employed, and who 
had no other capital than the hands which God had giv- 
enthem. Their wages were such as to secure to them 
the comforts of life; but if protection should be removed, 
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man was more familiar with the manner in which they 
were committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said there was one effectual way 
to prevent these frauds, and that was to reduce the du- 
ties toa moderate amount. However familiar he might 
be with the manner in which frauds were committed, 
he could assure the gentleman from Massachusetts that 
whenever he should see him honestly engaged in a sin- 
cere attempt to put them down, he would concur in the 
design. 

Mr. CLAYTON, though he supposed that the testi- 
mony of a manufacturer from the South of the Potomac 
would not be entitled to the same credit as that of those 
at the North, would nevertheless offer his own testimony 
as a manufacturer, that the manufactures of the South 
could do without such a protection as was proposed by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. It might be an un- 
common spectacle in that House to see a manufacturer 
voting against his own interest; for he believed that, with 
many of those who voted for protection, it was a case of 
life and death. 

Mr. DAVIS inquired whether the gentleman alluded 
to him. 

Mr. CLAYTON replied in the negative. 

Mr. DAVIS said that he did not own, and never had 
owned, a dollar’s worth of manufacturing property in his 
life. 

Mr. CLAYTON said that, if there were any other gen- 
tlemen who wished to puta similar inquiry, let them come 
forward and he would answer them; or he would con- 
sent that all those who were personally interested should 
be excused from voting. 

Mr. APPLETON inquired whether the gentleman in- 
cluded those from the South, the value of whose cotton 
| crop was, according to their own statement, vitally con- 
cerned in the destruction of the protective system. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he had not intended to produce 
any excitement, but us he was himself a manufacturer, and 
|the question should be put whether protecting duties 


and the establishments proceeded, they could have no| should be increased, he should feel bound to go without 


ers in this country were assimilated to the ignorant, bru- 
tal, and squalid poor, who in England shared their time 
between the factory and the poor house. 

Mr. D. remonstrated against so fatal an injury to our 
country. The equivalent for all this was to be our get- 
ting foreign calicoes a few cents a yard cheaper. But 
even this Mr. D. denied would be the result, because the 
withdrawing of our own goods to the amount of thirty 
millions of dollars would inevitably operate to raise 
prices. Reduction had been tried upon salt; and was 
salt any cheaper? It had been tried on tea and coffee; 
were tea and coffee any cheaper? Who was it that com- 
plained of the duty on sugar? It was the planters of 
Cuba. And why? Because when our products pressed 
hard upon foreign competition, our protecting duty was 
paid chiefly by the foreigner. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, denying that ad valorem 
duties depended on the honesty of invoices, inasmuch as 
the goods had to be appraised. He had endeavored to 
repress fraud, and had formerly drawn a bill for that pur- 
pose; and was still ready to go any length for its sup- 
pression. He inveighed against all square yard duties. 
Let the manufacturers say what protection they must 
have, and let them have it ad yalorem. 

Mr. DAVIS denied that all the goods were appraised. 
The appraiser examined but one bale out of twenty; and 
the grossest frauds still continued. There was a specific 


duty on iron, why not on cottons and woollens’? So enor- 


mous had these frauds been, that three-fourths of the 


other resort than to cut down the wages until the =: bar. 


But he presumed he was at liberty to vote 
against himself. The existing protection gave him the 
monopoly of the State of Georgia, and enabled him to 
make a profit of fifty per cent. on cotton cloth at ten and 
twelve cents a yard. If a square yard duty of seven and 
a half cents should be added, as was now proposed, what 
would his profit be then? The gentlemen of the North 
wanted a law which should be equal to the advantage the 
European manufacturer had in the cheapness of food, 
&e. Now, with the duty of seven and a half cents, those 
Northern manufacturers had made cloth, and sold it at the 
door of his factory at six cents per yard. At what rate 
could it be got, should free trade be established? The 
gentleman from Massachusetts had made an eloquent ap- 
peal against reducing American labor, and compelling 
the operatives to do without the comforts of life. That 
very condition the gentleman so much dreaded was now 
the condition of Mr. C.’s constituents. If gentlemen 

needed such a protection to carry on their manufactures, 

why not impose the tax upon their own State, under a 
State law? Why make the South pay for it? Supposing 

| Georgia and Massachusetts to be the only States in the 
Union, would it be fair to make Georgia pay a tax to sup- 

| port Massachusetts? 

If their fields produced cloth and hats, and all other 
necessaries of life, growing on bushes, would it be fair to 
make them pay a tax on these articles for the benefit of 
Massachusetts? Would not this reduce Georgia to the 
state of a colony? If the bill would destroy the Northern 
factories, let the operatives go to the West. It was de- 





American merchants had been driven out of the market. |clared that the Government had a right to bring down 
He was happy that the gentleman from New York would | the slave labor of the South to a level with the free labor 


aid him ins ippressing frauds, as he believed no gentle-|of the North; id est, that the Southern capital should be 
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reduced in value till it was on a level with Northern capi- 
tal. Ifso, it was time the South knew it. The Southern 
climate produced, in cotton, rice, tobacco, and sugar, 
about forty-five millions of dollars; and it was to get at 
this amount that the Northern capitalist seized upon the 
Gevernment as an instrument, and enacted the tariff law. 
The South got this out of the earth by their slaves, and 
yet they were told that slavery was the cause of all their 
trouble. The truth was, that their slaves were, in fact, 
the slaves of the North. It was their slaves that sailed 
the Northern ships and ran the Northern spindles. Their 
slaves.were their machinery, and they had as good a right 
to profit by them as Northern men had by the machinery 
they employed. It was not slavery that produced the 
depression of the South; it was the robbing the Southern 
planter of one-half he earned, to swell the profits of the 
Northern manufacturer. 

Mr. STEWART replied that the gentleman had made 
a most excellent tariff speech. He had informed the 
House that the business of manufacturing at the South 
realized a profit of fifty per cent. He presumed it was 
by slave labor. 

Mr. CLAYTON said that his hands were part white 
and part black; but as a white man in a factory was no bet- 
ter thanaslave, the gentleman might call it all slave labor. 

Mr. STEWART resumed. If slave labor was worth 


fifty per cent, why could not the South turn its labor to! 


manufactures? Southern’ gentlemon told the House that 
slave labor employed on cotton and rice was worth but 
five per cent. Ifina factory it would bring fifty per cent., 
who but a madman would keep it in the field? Could any 
man believe the two statements? Were men any where 
so blind? Now he put the gentleman on the horns of a 
dilemma. Either slave labor employed on cotton and rice 
yielded a profit of fifty per cent., or else manufacturing 
did not yield that profit. The gentleman might choose 
which horn he liked. If slave labor was worth that price, 
why did the South complain? fe should like the gentle- 
man to explain. 

Mr. CLAYTON replied that his factory was the only 
one in Georgia; it might, therefore, be expected to doa 
better business than was done. where factories were so 
numerous as at the North. He believed there were one 
hundred and fifty in Rhode Island. There had beena 
time when these factories realized fifty per cent. 

Mr. APPLETON: Never. 

Mr.CLAYTON continued. Yet those factories were 
now suffering, So it will be by and by, in Georgia. 
Others would come in, and there would be bankruptcies 
as atthe North. For his part he should be glad to get 
out of it. . 

Mr. STEWART said that here again the gentleman 
had made an excellent tariff speech. -Profits in Georgia 
were now enormous, but they were to come down. Yes; 
and what was to bring them down? Competition. This 
was the very ground the friends of the tariff had always 


Mr. S. went on to remark on the effect of protectioy 
on the interest of agriculture; inveighed against reducing 
our laborers to a level with those of Switzerland and Ire. 
land, and related an anecdote of some Irish operatives 
who had come over here, and, by continuing to live a 
they had done at home, had laid up a handsome little for. 
tune out of their wages as factory hands. 

After some remarks in reply to Mr. CamMBRELEN« and 
Mr. Witpx, Mr. S. expressed his hope that the gentle. 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] would, as he had 
given notice, test the sense of the committee, by moving 
to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. VER. 
PLANCK, and Mr. CLAYTON, who made a brief tr. 
ply to Mr. Stewart; when, on motion of Mr. DEAR. 
BORN, the committee rose, and the House adjourned. 


Monpay, Fes. 4. 
SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. HEISTER, of Pennsylvania, presented a memorial 
from sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that slavery 
may be abolished within the District of Columbia. 

Mr. H. said he had had forwarded to him seven petitions 
of the same tenor, containing the signatures of more than 
one thousand citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the ev- 
actment of a law or laws for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Although it was not likely, at this late period of the ses 
sion, and at a time when the attention of the Nation 
Legislature is engaged on subjects of primary and par 
mount importance, that any action could be expected du- 
ring its present session, in reference to the subject matter 
of the petitions he held in his hand—yet every philu- 
thropist might justly cherish the hope that the time ws 
not remote when the Congress of the United States wouli 
deem it not unworthy of their serious consideration to de- 
vise some practicable scheme for the gradual abolition of 
slavery, and its worse concomitant, the slave trade, in th 


| District. 


When we reflect, sir, for a moment, (said Mr. II.) on 


\the gross inconsistency of the theory and practice of 


Government, and look to the sentiment contained in that 


| . . 
|sacred instrument, the Declaration of our Independen 


that all men are born free and independent, ** with certan 
inalienable rights, amongst which are life, liberty, and the 
|pursuit of happine$s;” and see that, in practice, there 
|exists the most abject slavery in this boasted land of |: 
jberty, and that, too, at the very portals of your hall 
|legislation, and in these “ten miles squaré,” over whici 
}exclusive legislation has been confided to Congress—an 
| anomaly such as this may be unhesitatingly pronounced 
‘unprecedented in any country, atthe present or any other 
| period of time. 

| We all know, said Mr. H., how the evilsof slavery were 
jentailed upon our country ; that it is not a matter of cer 


taken. This had brought cottons down, though the pro-!sure, but of regret; and how delicate a subject it is to 


tection still continued. The gentleman had said that the 
protecting duty gave him the monopoly of Geergia. How 


itouch, or to legislate upon. And he would be amo 
‘last of those whose misguided zeal might desire Con: 


so’ Could not the Northern manufacturer come and sit | to interfere in any manner with this species of propery 


down by his side; and then where was his monopoly? A 
distinguished manufacturer from Rhode Island would 
guaranty to any gentleman halfa million of dollars worth 
of manufacturing property there at an advance of six per 
cent.; yet at the South it brought fifty!) The gentleman 
had further said, that, although the protecting duty was 
seven and a half cents, yet the Northern manufacturer 
had sold cotton at six cents. According to the genile- 
man’s doctrine, as the protecting duty went into the price, 


they must have given the cotton away, and paid a centand a 


| within any of the States of this Union. 


Sut whatever others might think with regard to the 


propriety of petitions coming from any other source t! 


from the people of this District on a subject in whic 


} . rac) 
they alone may be supposed to be interested, he had 1 
hesitation in saying that amongst the names attached 


| estimating the sacred rights of private property, and in 


| these petitions, there are those of men inferior to none i! 


a 


idiscriminating knowledge of legitimate subjects to > 


brought here for the consideratiun of this honorable boc} 


half for the pleasure of doing so. 1f slave labor brought And he would add that, in his humble belief, in common 


fifty per cent. he thought the South might, in reason, 
give up something in a spirit of compromise. 


| with theirs, the fair fame and character of the whole 


| tion is deeply involved in the continuance of slavery 9" 
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the slave trade in this District; and that the subject merited, 





any modification of the tariff at this session, with a view of 


























and he trusted it would receive, the deliberate attention| reducing the revenue to the wants of the Government, 
and consideration of this body, at no very remote period. | and leaving it to those who were in favor of raising more 
He moved their reference, without reading, to the Com-} money from the people than could be wanted to justify 








mittee on the District of Columbia. 

On this motion, Mr. MASON, of Va. demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. ADAMS desired the reading of the memorial, and 
it was read accordingly. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


themselves to the people by their speeches if they could. 
And, sir, (said Mr. W.,) I should not now have risen for 
the purpose of submitting any remarks upon the bill at 
this time, but for the speech which the honorable gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Wiipr] made a few days since on 
this bill, when he took occasion to read a paragraph from 
































| sideration of the 


. ¢ 


Mr. MASON observed, that this memorial came from|a Baltimore newspaper, wherein it was stated that the 
persons not interested personally in the question of ne-| Governor of the State of New York had written to the 
gro slavery; and the language of the memorial, and the friends of Mr. Van"Buren in Congress from that State to 
remarks with which its presentation had been accompa-| vote against this bill. I am now, however, entirely satis- 
nied, referred to the existence of slavery very generally;| fied, from the explanation which that honorable gentle- 
and though the gentieman from Pennsylvania disclaimed} man has since made, and | take great pleasure in making 
any wish that Congress should abolish it in the States, yet| this acknowledgment, that he did not intend to make the 
this was but the commencement of a series of measures| remarks he did in any spirit of unkindness. But, sir, as 
which tended to that result.. It would be time enough | one of the Representatives of this House from that State, 
for Congress to act respecting the District of Columbia|I feel it to be my duty to say that my vote on this bill will 
when the people of the District should themselves re-|be, as I hope it ever has been, based upon principle, and 
quest it. | not influenced in the slighest degree by considerations of 

Mr. BATES, of Maine, moved to lay the memorial upon| personal favor to any man. And, sir, I take this occasion 
the table. further to remark, that if I had father a candidate for the 

Mr. DENNY observed that many similar memorials had| Presidency, and I believed I could promote, or even se- 
already gone to the same committee. i cure, his election to that high office by voting against a bill, 

Mr. CRAIG, of Virginia, said he was as much opposed | the rejection of which might hazard the prosperity of our 
to all impertinent interference by States not interested in| free and happy Union, I have no fear that I should hesi- 
slave property with the tenure of that property in the| tate between duty and affection, even insuchacase. And 
slave-holding States as his colleague could be ; but the/I have that confidence in the intelligence, honor, and pa- 
people of Pennsylvania and Massachusetts, and all the/triotism of my colleagues, as I have in the people of my 
Northern States, were as much concerned in all matters| State, that I firmly believe they require no prompting 
relating to the District of Columbia as those of the South-| from personal feeling or party considerations to enable 
ern States, and therefore the petition was perfectly re-| them to do their duty on this occasion to their State and 
gular, and such as the petitioners had a right to prefer, | their country. 
and should therefore be treated as other petitions were.| The charge that the Governor had written the letter 

Mr. ADAMS said that he hoped the question would be | referred to is without the slightest foundation; the distin- 
taken, if the gentleman from Virginia should not, on re-| guished individual now in the chair of that State is inca- 
flection, conclude to withdraw his call for the yeas and| pable of such an interference in the legislation of the na- 
nays. If he would withdraw it, he would confer a benefit| tion, either upon the great question now before us.or on 
upon the House and the couniry, by preventing a very|any other. 
unpleasant debate. Mr. A. had last session presented} I feel it my duty to state that I am decidedly in favor of 
fifteen memorials of a similar tenor with this one; they|a tariff of protection. It is in mind constitutional and use- 
had all gone to the Committee on the District. A short} ful; and although it may have borne hard for a time upon 
report had soon followed, and then the subject was heard | certain sections of our country, yet I have never enter- 
of no more during the session. Mr. A., though not in| tained the belief, that it has in any respect injured any 
favor of the sentiments expressed in the memorial, was| portion of the nation, yet 1am so much attached to the 


| opposed to laying it on the table, ds being disrespectful to| Union, that { would unhesitatingly (without abandoning 


the petitioners. The right of petitioning was guarantied | the right to protect domestic industry, by countervailing 


| by the constitution, and nothing but very extraordinary | foreign legislation,) reduce the rate of duties to the re- 


circumstances should induce the House to treat a petition | quirements of the Government. 
with disrespect. | tecting principle to apply it to raise a revenue not needed. 

Mr. JENIFER, of Maryland, after a word or two, re-| 1 had the honor of a seat in this House in 1828, and I 
newed the motion to lay the memorial on the table. On| take pleasure in stating that I recorded my vote against 
this motion Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeasand nays. They | the act of that year, because I then considered that suffi- 
were taken, and resulted as follows: Yeas 75, nays 98.| cient protection was given to every interest under the act 
So the House refused to lay the memorial on the table. | of 1824, and because I[ considered, and subsequent events 

Mr. MASON then withdrew his opposition, and the | have satisfied me of the fact, that that bill was brought 


It is an abuse of the pro- 





; memorial was referred to the Committee on the District! before us with a view to political effect, and to have a di- 


of Columbia. |rect bearing on the then pending presidential election. 
The House passed to the orders of the day, and again| And I religiously believe that we should not now have 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of the| been involved in the difficulties we are, had it not been for 
Union, Mr. Warne in the Chair, and resumed the con-| the passage of that act. 1 have always entertained the 
opinion that no national measure should be connected in 
the slightest degree with the politics of the day; that le- 
gislating for particular occasions and to carry particular 
Mr. WARD, of New York, addressed the committee | points, was as unjust as it was mischievous. 
in support of the bill. He said it was not his intention to} During the debate on the bill under consideration we 
detain the committee with any remarks of his, either upon | have heard gentlemen upon this floor allege (as their prin- 
the bill under consideration or upon the several amend-| cipal reason why they should vote for or against this bill) 
ments which had been submitted to it. He had consider-| that they considered themselves bound to sustain the in- 
1 the present a crisis for prompt and decisive action, and | terest of their immediate constituents; and whilst I believe 
had made up his mind to record his vote in favor of almost] that they were actuated by the purest of motives in mak- 
Vor. 1X.--100 
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ing the declaration, still I must be permitted to say that in|of the people in the Southern section, and but little with 
my judgment we do not come here as representatives] respect to the condition of the people of the Eastern, Mid. 
solely of any particular section of our country, or of any|dle, and Western sections of our country, except it be 
particular interest; but, on the contrary, as the repre-|the operations in the manufacturing establishments. 1f 
sentatives of the whole Union. Partial, it is true, with|sir, the agriculturists are more prosperous in those sec. 
respect to the interest of a portion, but anxious to encou-|tions of the country than they are at the South, it de. 
rage and sustain the prosperity of the whole; neither|pends, in my humble opinion, entirely upon themselves; 
bound nor allowed to sacrifice the great public interest of] for, sir, a farmer starting in life in these sections of the 
the country to that of our immediate constituents, even if|country of the age of twenty-one ce upon a farm of 
they could be so unjust as (which I am proud to know] from one hundred to three or four hundred acres, will be 
mine are not) to require it. constrained to mortgage it in the beginning for near its 

However, since gentlemen have been permitted to| value, and by laboring with his own hands, and by adopt. 
speak of the interests of their immediate constituents, 1|ing the most rigid economy, he finds himself, at the close 
trust that I may be indulged in observing that, were my] of the year, not only able to pay his proportion of the 
vote to be influenced by such motives, I feel persuaded taxes to ‘the State and General Governments, but after 
that I should be promoting the interest of my constituents| having expended liberally fer the support of his family 
by voting for the bill under consideration, with the amend-|and the education of his children, he has a surplus left 
ment recently submitted to it by my honorable colleague | sufficient to pay the interest on the debt created by him 
who sits before me, [Mr. Warrs,] which relieves the bill| and a portion of the principal; and in pursuing this course, 
from all of its exceptionable features. For, sir, I be-| year after year, he finds himself at last, after a well spent 
lieve that the existing tariff now bears as heavily upon|life, out of debt; and he then calls his farm his own. The 
the district I have the honor to represent, as upon any|children, following the example of their fathers, pursue 
other section of our country. I admit, sir, that the peo-|the same course, and their labors and perseverance are 
ple in that district are not only reputed, but they are in|in like manner rewarded. 
fact, a thriving people, and many of them have amassed| If, sir, we follow those of our citizens who emigrate 
great wealth. to the West; see them settle upon the land purchased 

As tegards the agricultural part of that community, I} by the scanty means they may have left after they shall 
have to observe that they now enjoy one of the best mar-| have reached the spot of their choice; observe the forest 
kets for their products that we have in this country. | fall before their axe; the ground cleared for their crops; 
Every thing that they grow upon their farms is daily sent} the log house first built, and then, in the course of « few 
to the city of New York, which is now acknowledged to|years, the more stately. mansion erected to supply its 
be the first commercial emporium of this country, and] place; and it seems to me that it must be admitted thi 
they receive therefor, in return, the highest cash price. | their sufferings are infinitely greater than that of any por. 
Upon the prosperity of that commercial city, upon its in-| tion of our Southern brethren; and yet, sir, these pioneers 
crease in wealth and population, it must be manifest that] have contributed largely to the expenditures of the Go- 
their hopes, and that of their children, depend; and that] vernment, and that without a murmur. 
city would dwindle into comparative insignificance were| 1 do not wish to be understood as casting the slightest 
it not for the commerce of the country; consequently the | reproach — our Southern brethren on account of their 
interest of the people in that district is intimately connect-| alleged sufferings and grievances, nor have I adverted to 
ed with the interest of that great emporium. Strike that] it in the spirit of unkindness; and while I admit that they 
city out of existence, or break up or impair its commer-| have had cause of complaint, yet, I consider that they 
cial prosperity, and you would thereby deprive them of] have not only magnified their complaints, but they do not 
their market, and the advantages they now enjoy. attribute the cause to the right source. 

It is perhaps proper that I should observe, in connex-| But to return to the subject. It appears from the report 
ion with the subject, that the indirect tax which is now] of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the whole of tle 
drawn from that district @nder the existing tariff laws on| national debt which remained unpaid at the commence- 
foreign articles consumed by them, will amount to up-| ment of the present year amounted only to seven million 
wards of $100,000 annually; a sum which, it seems to| sixteen thousand dollars; a sum less than the market va- 
me, would be paid by them with great reluctance, were} lue of the stock of the Bank of the United States owned 
it levied upon their lands and tenements; and yet it is a| by the Government; consequently it may fairly be con- 
tax in fact, as much so as though it was thus levied andj ceded, that we can say we have no longer a public debt. 
collected. The Committee of Ways and Means, in their report on 

But, sir, notwithstanding they have heretofore paid this|the bill under consideration, have truly observed that, 
onerous tax to the Government, and that too without re-} ‘* The time and the occasion, whilst they are fitted to 
ceiving any thing in return in the shape of protection, | awaken the noblest feelings of the patriot, and to give 
except it be the protection given to the commerce of the| confidence and ardor to the principles and hopes of every 
country, and the protection extended to them by the| friend of republican institutions, call also upon us, with 
strong arm of the Federal Government, in securing to! equal force, to ir ake the weighty, honorable, and 
them the enjoyment of their absolute rights, ¢. e. that of| practicable duties to which we have been cordially in- 
personal security, personal liberty, and private property, | vited by our Chief Magistrate—the removal of those finan- 
yet they have never been heard to complain of the seve-|cial ‘ burdens which may be found to fall unequally up- 
ral tariff laws heretofore passed, and which were passed|on any,’ and ‘the reduction of the revenue to such 4 
with a view to raise the revenue for the extinguishment of| limit as shall be consistent with the simplicity of an eco- 
the debt created by the war of the revolution, the war|nomical Government, and necessary to an efficient public 
of 1812, and the necessary expenditure of the Govern-| service.’ ” 
ment. As the Government, therefore, has more means in the 

It does not follow, sir, that they would bear with equal| Treasury than sufficient to pay off and extinguish every 
patience such a burden when these objects are accom-| dollar of the national debt; and as the national revenue 
plished: and when those who administer the Government/ from customs and other sources will amount, under the 
say of any tax upon the people that it is unnecessary, I| present tariff law, to nearly thirty millions annually; 
am unable to imagine how I could excuse myself for voting| whilst the annual expenses of the Government, hereafter, 
for it. will not exceed fifteen millions annually, it seems to me 

Sir, we have heard much with respect to the condition] that no solid objection can be raised against a reduction 
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of duties at this time. The committee, in their report 
already alluded to on that subject, have made use of this 
strong language: ‘* To this annual amount of fifteen mil- 
lions must the revenue be reduced. All beyond this must 
be a needless burden upon the people; a tax falling di- 
rectly or indirectly upon the land and labor of the coun- 
try, certainly injurious in its effects, and probably une- 
qual; enriching the treasury only to divide and distract 
our public councils, by tempting to expenditures of doubt- 
ful constitutional right, or inconsistent with the simplicity 
of republican institutions, staining their purity and ha- 
zarding their permanency.” 

The honorable gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. In- 
GERSOLL, } one of the Committee of Ways and Means, it is 
true, seems to doubt the accuracy of the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury with respect to the means now 
in the treasury for the extinguishment of the national 
debt. But, although I entertain the highest respect 
for the talents of that able representative, yet, sir, when 
his opinion is put in opposition to the distinguished indi- 
vidual at the head of the Treasury Department, and that 
opinion is confirmed by the chairman and all the mem- 
bers of that committee, except himself, I feel constrained 
to believe the Secretary when he assures us that, unless 
something is now done to reduce the revenue to the wants 
of the Government, we shall have, at the commencement 
of the next year, from five to nine millions remaining in 
the treasury unappropriated. And, unless Congress now 
interposes, the receips will roll up and retain a danger- 
ous surplus in the treasury, which, it is to be apprehended, 
may endanger the peace of the country and the perma- 
nency of the Union itself, in the struggle for its distribu- 

tion. And, sir, it is a fact worthy of observation, that 
entlemen who now oppose this bill all concur in 
this opinion. 

The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cuoate,} made use of the following observation in his 
speech in this House on that subject a few days since: 

** A vote of the House this morning (said that honora- 
ble gentleman) seems to indicate that our minds are not yet 
fully made up on the practicability, or inexpediency, or 
right, of effecting such a distribution. [Alluding to a di- 
vision of the surplus funds among the States.] On the 
other hand, the accumulation of money annually in the 
hands of the Government is still less to be eee of. Up- 
on this point the opinion and practice of all modern states- 
men are decided and uniform. No Government lays up 
gold or silver, or any other form of wealth in its coffers.” 

Unless we pass some bill at this time, reducing the 

revenue, Congress ought, at least, to make some dispo- 
sition now with respect to the surplus money which will 
be accumulating during the present year; and, I would 
ask, what shall be done with it? Shall we pass a law au- 
thorizing commissioners of loans to be appointed in the 
several counties in this Union for the purpose of loaning 
out the money to the public on bond and mortgage? No; 
for in a few years the whole landed property in the coun- 
try would be mortgaged to the Government. Shall we, 
then, pass a law authorizing the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to invest it in the stocks of the incorporated compa- 
nies? No; for we should thereby interfere with the rights 
of the citizens, and reduce their income upon the stocks 
they now hold. 

_ What, then, shall be done with it? I answer, there is, 
sir, but one opinion with respect to it; and in that opi- 
nion all of those who have opposed, most strenuously 
opposed, the passage of this bill, concur. The honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cuoatr] makes use 
of the following able remarks in relation to it: 

** I consider it to be the settled opinion of the country 

(says that gentleman) that the national revenue ought to 





mically administered. The public demand is, I think, 
that the tariff be so constructed as to yield that amount of 
revenue and no more; and if the tariff of the last session 
shall be found, on a full experiment, to yield more than 
that, sooner or later it must, of course, be altered. In 
other words, if fifteen millions a year will administer the 
Government, fifteen millions are all which we can perma- 
nently collect from imposts.” 

This, sir, is the opinion of one who has taken a decided 
ground against the passage of any bill at this session. 
And, sir, it is worthy of remark, that all who have oppos- 
ed it have concurred in the same opinion. 

And now, sir, since this point cannot be controverted, 
why not let us set about adjusting the tariff now? I do 
not wish to be considered the advocate of the bill in the 
shape it wags reported by the committee, but am willing 
to vote for the amendment proposed by my colleague, 
{[Mr. Wurre,] and if that is not deemed by the friends of 
our manufacturing interest a sufficient protection, then I 
call upon them to present us with such an amendment as 
will afford them as ample a protection as the amount re- 

uired for the national expenditure will justify. And, sir, 
if I may be permitted to take the liberty which has been 
taken by other gentlemen on this floor, that of adverting 
to the observations of gentlemen who are not members of 
this House, but who are now present, and without the 
bar, then I can assure the committee that I have been in- 
forined by a manufacturing gentleman of high standing in 
this country, and one who has a large capital at stake in 
that interest, that he could prepare such an amendment 
to the bill as would not only be acceded to by the mem- 
bers from the Southern and Eastern sections of the coun- 
try, but such an one as would afford ample protection to 
the manufacturers; and at his instance I introduced the 
subject io the Committee of Ways and Means, and receiy- 
ed from the chairman of that committee for answer that, 
so far as regarded himself, he was willing to make any 
fair and honorable concession or compromise of the ques- 
tion. Since, then, it is in the power of the manufacturers 
to present such an amendment, I call upon the friends of 
that interest to come forward at this time with it and I will 
give it my cordial support. 

The chief objections which have been raised by those 
opposed to this hill against the passage of any modified 
tariff at this session are, first, that the act of 1832 has not 
yet gone into operation. 

And, sir, is that a solid objection against our acting up- 
on the subject now? I should think not. The law of the 
last year, it is true, has not yet gone into operation, and 
therefore it is the same as though no law had passed at 
that time im reference to it. The subject was ably dis- 
cussed in this House, which then consisted of :the same 
members. We have therefore the benefit not only of all 
the light which was communicated to us at that session 
fresh in our minds, but we have this further and import- 
ant fact presented to us, and already adverted to, namely, 
that unless we pass an act at this session, further modify- 
ing the tariff, the revenue will exceed by several millions 
the expenses of the Government the ensuing year. 

If, sir, we believe the statement made by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and we must repose confidence 
somewhere, then, sir, it seems to me that no rational ob- 
jection can be raised against the passage of a bill now, 

The next and principal objection which has been urged 
against the passage of any bill at this session is, because 
South Carolina has prospectively nullified the law of last 
session. The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Cuoare,] whose speech I have already referred to, 
makes use of the following observations in relation to that 
objection: 

*¢ It would be mere affectation in me,” says that gen- 


be restricted to, and measured by, the necessary annual) tleman, “sir, to pretend not to see that this bill is intro- 


expenditure of the Government, out of debt, and econo-|duced because South Carolina has prospectively nullified 
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the law which we made tn pari muteria, five months ago. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means does 
not, to be sure, say this in his speech, or in his report, but 
there is not a man, woman, or child, in the United States, 
who does not know it.” 

Iam free to admit that it is deeply to be lamented that 
resistance has been so threatened.and manifested, that it 
is difficult to settle this question without adopting measures 
to which we may seem to have been driven by violence 
rather than to have been led by the calm consideration of 
political wisdom. But this imputation, which the folly or 
the pride of others may cast upon us, ought not to shake 
our firmness. We ought to do right, and disregard what 
may be thought or said of our motives. We ought to 
proceed to that adjustment of a great measure which the 
condition of the country and the welfare of the whole 
may seem to demand. 

Again, it has been stated on this floor, during the course 
of the debate, that the President does not desire the pas- 
sage of the bill at this session; and this has beén urged | 
by those opposed to the measure as another objection | 
against it. 

There is not, in my opinion, the slightest foundation for 
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which the tempest vainly beats, let us disregard the as. 
saults that may be made upon our motives; and standing 
firm and erect at the post of duty, we shall be partakers 
with him of the high rewards of patriotism—the approbg. 
tion of our consciences, and the thanks of a country de. 
livered from anarchy and blood. 

’ The President having discharged his duty, it becomes 
those who approve of the measures he has recommended, 
to sustain him. We have therefore much todo. But jt 
has been said on this floor, that we ought not to pass q 
bill at this time modifying the tariff, because it will be al. 
leged that we have been coerced into the measure. jy, 
in the present crisis of our country, it may be well to re. 
view the course and the principles of sages and patriots 
of other days, and see whether, in the discharge of a pz. 
triotic duty, they feared to encounter suspicion and re. 
proach for their country’s deliverance. 

If those men who founded our republic wavered not in 
their purpose when the terrors and ignominy of the scaf 
fold were before them, when they knew that their blood 
must cement the foundation of the structure they reared, 
and they themselves become the first sacrifice in the tem 
ple of liberty which they dedicated, and in which we 


this last objection, because it is well known that, in his| worship, shall we be dismayed; we who have lived to see 
message which he sent to both Houses of Congress in| beyond the clouds that were then shrouding their foot. 


December last, after adverting to the fact, and congra- 
tulating his fellow-citizens on the near approach of the 
extinguishment of the public debt, he recommended the 
subject to Congress in the following words: 

** The final removal of this great burden [alluding to 


{for wavering. 
|motto should be ‘* Our country, our whole country, and 
the public debt,] from our resources, affords the means | nothing but our country.” 


steps? Lost, it seems to me, must he be to every gene. 
rous, every patriotic emotion, who is not ready to come 
up with heart and hand to this work. There is no room 
We are acting for our country, and our 


We have been told, that on 


of further provision for all the objects of general welfare | the decision of this question, on our prudence and energy 


and public defence which the constitution authorizes, and | 
presents the occasion for such further reduction in the re- 
venue as may not be required for them. 
of the Secretary of the Treasury it will be seen that, after 


From the report |and union. 


may depend the existence of these States, or at least ther 
Union; and to us there is no distinction between existence 
If, then, so much may depend upon our wis 
dom, how deeply important that we now act with cr 


the present year, 1831, such a reduction may be made to! ness and candor, remembering that we must answer fo: 
a considerable extent, and the subject is earnestly recom- \the conclusions at which we arrive, at the bar of ar 
mended to the consideration of Congress, in the hope |deemed or a ruined nation. 


that the combined wisdom of the representatives of the 
people will devise such means of effecting that salutary 
object as may remove those burdens which shall be found 
to fall unequally upon any, and as may promote all the 
great interests of the community. 

That part of the message which recommends a further | 
reductionof the tariff was referred by the House to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and that committee in 
compliance with that recommendation reported the bill 


We have heard it asserted in the course of this debate 
by the honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vivrox, 
who, I have no doubt, was influenced by the purest 
motives, that he would rather see the land stained, and 
our rivers flow, with American blood, than see the « 
stitution of the United States broken down or impaired 
the slightest degree. Sir, I hope and trust we shall ne 
live to see the happening of either event. Indeed, 
{should, so far as regards myself, much rather settle the 





now under consideration. | 


The President has, therefore, met the question, as he 
has always met every thing, with firmness. 
man to shrink from the responsibility he has thus assumed. 
He has discharged his duty to his country, fearless of any 
miserable imputation that folly might cast upon his mo- 
tives. And he has given the strongest illustration that 
he possesses the bold and independent bearing, the up- 
right and honorable perseverance, that the times require. 
Indeed, there seems to be but one opinion now among the 
friends of the Union with respect to that distinguished in- 
dividyal, and that is, that in these perilous times, when the 
mania of change is shedding its disastrous mildews over 
our own highly favored land, that it isa source of gratu- 
lation that we have a tried and talented Chief Magistrate 
in the chair of State, whose firmness may be compared to 
the rock by the sea shore, at whose base the mighty bil- 
lows may dash in vain, and around whose head the gather- 
ing tempest may burst without injury. 

Nor need we fear to be reproached with cowardly 
yielding to violence and menace, in passing this bill, when | 
the same reproach must fall on him who recommended it; | 
and such a reproach upon such a man would be ridicu- | 
lous. No, sir, rather let us follow the example of mag- 
nanimity he has set us; like him, and like the rock against ! 


question now, and save our constitution, than that the li! 


}even one solitary individual! should fall a sacrifice thr 


He is not a jour neglect or omission to do our duty at this time. 
| From the course the debate has taken, the subj 


regret to say, has now assumed a solemn aspect. Ii 
not to be read in the solemnity with which we daily assen 
ble, or the voice and countenances of each mem! 
this House, it will be discovered by the numerous | 
mectings held throughout our country, the agitated sta! 
which now exists in the public mind, and by the g! 
number of gentlemen of distinction who are now 
from every section of our country inquiring. what is to 
done to save our Union. 

The evidence is written on every heart, that we are 
the brink of an awful precipice; and whether we 5! 
escape or be dashed into the depths below, I 
knows who rules in the heavens and governs thie nat 
upon earth. 

We boast, and well we may boast, of our ancestry 
statesmen, and heroes, and martyrs in our country’s Cal 
that no soil but our own has reared; and shall we, whos 
here, be regardless of our responsibility, and forgetiu! 
that there is intrusted to us all that the patriot 
sacred—all that we cherish and love? 


Our country 
danger; let patriotism awake; de: 
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ing, to every little and local interest, let us obey its holy| 
impulse, and save our country. 

In this place of high responsibility we must act. 

For one, I would gladly relinquish my seat to the hum- 
blest of my countrymen who would bring more prudence 
and intelligence to this momentous question. But, while 
I say this, I would yield to no one in sincerity of heart, | 
and devotion to the peace and prosperity of the proudest 
land under heaven. ’ 

On us, at this moment, are fixed the eyes and the hopes 
of this great people; they have trembled as they foresaw 
this coming evil, but they had no power to avert it; the 
strength is delegated to us, and for them we must act. 

And not only are the eyes of our country fixed on us, 
but the friends of the Union in that State on which the 
severest of the impending evils must fall are now asking 
our protection, and look forward to the result of our} 
councils with intense anxiety. 

Sir, we have heard within these wails the language and 
resentful feeling addressed to the misguided people of; 
that State. Shall we feel indignation towards the majority! 
of that people, or the evil counsellors that have misled) 
them, and have we no sympathy for a noble and true 
hearted minority; a minority that remembers they are| 
Americans; that look upon the nation whose representa-| 
tives we are, not as a foreign lord with which they may} 
contract and dissolve alliances at pleasure, but as their} 
own, their native land, to which they owe an allegiance 
as absolute and as dear as that which binds them to the} 
spot of their birth; a minority that remembers they have 
sworn allegiance, not only toa part but to the whole of} 
that country which all are proud to.call their own, and 
who declare themselves ready to suffer all the persecu- 
tions and oppressions that are prepared for them, rather 
than swerve from their sworn allegiance? Sir, there are 
no men upon the face of the earth more deserving the! 
sympathy of the brave and patriotic, whether we consi- 
der the perils to which they are exposed, or the spirit 
with which they meet it, than the friends of our great} 
Union, in South Carolina. Pass this bill, and you save 
them from a state in which itis to be apprehended they | 
must either engage in deadly strife with their brethren, or) 
submit to an usurpation the most cruel and unrelenting. | 
Sir, I confess, lam not insensible to this claim on my} 
sympathy; and while I avow my desire, by the passage of 
this bill, to give relief tothem and peace to our whole| 
land, I do avow that I am ready to give to the administra-} 
tion of the General Government (as I trust we shall do)| 
the most ample powers for their protection, that it may! 
be enabled to defend this gallant and patriotic minority 
from its oppressors, and to save, with the shield of the 
Union, those who have dared to be faithful to the Union. 

And when an appeal is made to the patriotism of our} 
fellow-citizens, in behalf of the institutions of our coun-! 
try,when they are told that their constitution is in danger;| 
that their peace and prosperity will be blighted; their re-| 
publican principles trampled upon; their hopes of hap- 
piness in their beloved land forever blasted; tell them! 
this, and a spirit would go forth rousing the sons of| 
liberty in their strength, and millions would go forth and| 
beg the privilege of dying as their fathers died, and of| 
leaving to their children the legacy of a martyr’s name. | 

jut may we not hope, that at this time every man will 
come up with a high devoted spirit of patriot feeling, and 
sacrifice on the altar@f the common welfare every pre- 
jJudice that will weaken or distract at such a crisis? 
_ Insuch a spirit as this was the independence achieved; 
in such a spirit was our constitution framed; and both 
have been generously maintained until the present time, 
when the want of this spirit threatens to sap the founda-| 
tions of the one, and blot out the existence of the other. 

Itis a proud reflection to know that our prosperity at 


| 
present, and our prospect for the future, all unite in| 








| were forging for their necks. 








teaching us that we are destined to become a great, as 
we are a glorious, nation. The sun in his course shines 
not on a prouder land than ours; it visits no happier 
clime; his beams rest on the mansion of the rich, and he 
is blessed and protected in the enjoyment of his honest 
and hard-earned wealth. His rays shine on the thatched 
roof of the peasant, agd he thanks God for his cot and 
his home, in this his native or adopted land. In the arts 
and sciences we have prospered, and we are advancing 
with rapid steps to a high place among the nations of the 
earth, And this great charge is committed to our trust, 
to be given to posterity, with none of its glory obscured; 
robbed of none of the jewels of its crown. 

It is well known that we are making the grand expe- 
riment of self-government, and on our success or failure 
hang the hones of a rising world. There have been 
Governments styled republics, and ruled by tyrants who 
taught the people that they were free, while the chains 
Rome was a republic; but 
liberty there was only a name for licentiousness, or a 
cloak for despotism. Greece was a republic; while a 
demagogue swayed the ignorant and deluded multitude, 
and needed but a sceptre to make him a king. 

But where are these republics? The sepulchre of 
nations is inscribed with their epitaph. The flames that 
consumed their foundations still burn as beacons to warn 
us of their fate. They perished (as we must perish, if 
we ever perish) by their own hands. Invincible in arms, 
a world could not enslave them, while the factious spirit 


| of a few spread the elements of discord among the peo- 


ple, and rendered them an easy prey to a foreign enemy. 
And thus it may be with us. Sunder the cords that unite 
us together; erect each State into an independent nation; 
arouse the jealousy and ill will and contention, that would 
naturally spring from such a state of things, and the last 
ray of liberty is extinguished. 

I feel reluctant to believe that the seeds of disunion are, 
at this early period of our existence as a nation, sown in 


|our republic, or thata people who govern themselves 


cannot be their own rulers; and, I trust in heaven, not- 


| withstanding our present difficulties, that this Government 


will be transmitted unimpaired from generation to gene- 
ration, until the end of time. Certain I am that there is 
none here ready to stand by and witness the prostration 
and the sacrifice of those principles in which this Goy- 
ernment was laid, and in which it has advanced to its pre- 
sent greatness. I appeal to the patriotism of this House, 
by every motive that can rouse an American heart, or 
move an American arm, to come forward (to use the lan- 
guage of the sages of the revolution,) ‘in that spirit of 
amity and mutual concession the peculiarity of our poli- 
tical situation renders indispensable,” and settle at this 
time the question which is now before us, and which, it 
must be admitted, has given rise to the difficulties in 
which we are now unhappilyinvolved. I call once more 
upon those gentlemen representing the manufacturing 
interest, to bring forward their amendments to this bill, if 
any further are required to preserve the manufacturing 
establishments. 

I will conclude by observing that I believe, religiously 
believe, that a more favorable opportunity will not soon 
occur again in a way tosecure a permanent protection to 
vur manufacturing establishments; for if the estimated 
statement of the Secretary of the Treasury should prove 
true, and we should have, at the commencement of the 


|next year, from eight to nine millions of money in the 


treasury unappropriated, the people will call for a much 
greater reduction than is now asked for. It cannot be 
that any interest in the country is so infatuated as to ima- 
gine that an intelligent people will ever consent, for the 
protection of any particular interest, to tax themselves 
in order to raise millions of dollars more than can be 
wanted for the public expenditure; and, 1 may further 
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ask, if such a protection could be given at the hazard of 
the public peace, would it become those who hold it, to 
be so selfish as torequire it? And what is there in the 
work of the republic, to save the interest that might be 
thus protected from the common ruin that would over- 
whelm all our interests, all our hopes? 

Mr. WARDWELL, of New York, said, that soon after 
the bill now under discussion wa8 reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, he had Sdarainel to give his 
reasons at large, why it ought not to pass intoalaw. He 
had examined its details, and believed he understood 
some of its provisions, and felt himself called upon to 
state the motives which would govern him in recording 
his vote against it. But so much had been said on the 
subject, and he had been anticipated in his arguments by 
so many gentlemen, that he had since concluded to re- 
main, ashe had heretofore done, entirely silent; and he 
would not now have troubled the committee with any 
observations, had it not been that some gentlemen, not 
being content with occupying the time of the House for 
several hours, have thought proper to give the committee 
a second, third, and even a fourth, edition of their very 
Tengthy arguments. Mr. W. had, therefore, concluded 
that the committee would not now take it unkindly if he 
trespassed on their attention for a few moments. 

He did not consider himself an ultra tariff man. The 
constitution under which Congress now acts was estab- 
lished on principles of mutual concession and compro- 
mise. It was on these principles alone the Union must 
rest; it could not long be sustained by force. It was on 
these principles he acted at the last session in voting for 
the tariff bill which passed by such unexampled unan- 
imity. He voted with the friends of the bill throughout, 
and when it became a law, no man was more rejoiced than 
himself at so important a result. Six millions of taxes 
were taken from the burdens of the people by that law, 
and he considered it an earnest, and so he thought the 
South ought now to consider it, that after the law should 
gointo operation, and it was found that it still bore upon 
the Sputh too heavily or unequally, thata further reduc- 
tion should be made by a subsequent Congress, having 
due regard, however, to the rights and interests of all. 
He did not suppose he should be called upon so soon, 
before even any part of that law had gone into operation, 
to vote fora much greater reduction of duties than was 
anticipated by any moderate man atthe last session of 
Congress. It appeared to him that no circumstances 
had happened which imperiously required such further 
reductions before it was possible to ascertain the effect 
which the law of July could have upon the country. It 
further appeared to him that the moderate men at the 
South ought not to require it at this session. Gentlemen 
from the South ought to reflect that this system, which is 
now sought to be destroyed, was not the creature of a 
day ora year. The duties on imports had been gradually 
increasing from the year 1816 to 1832. Large and exten- 
sive establishments had grown up under the various laws 
which have, from time te time, been enacted by the Gov- 
ernment of this country. And, said Mr. W., are these 
establishments now to be utterly prostrated in a moment? 
Surely the South will not require so great a sacrifice of 
property without at least one year’s warning. Men of 
business had made their arrangements for the ensuing 
year. <A large amount of property had been invested in 
the various employments of life, which-are intimately 
connected with the tariff laws. The merchant had sent 
out his ships; the manufacturer had purchased his stock 
for the ensuing year, anc they had: a perfect right to rely 
on the continuance of the law of July last, at least for 
that short period. 

Mr. W. said he had taken some pains to gain informa- 
tion on this important subject. Not from manufacturers 
themselves; men who are interested in this question, but 
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from men who had not one dollar invested in any many. 
facturing establishment, and who were called free tra. 
men, but who had ample opportunity to investigate anq 
understand the subject. He had also, some experience 
of his own, and he did not hesitate to say, that if the pj) 
before the committee should pass into a law, every cottoy 
and woollen factory in the Union (excepting, perhaps, 
the one owned by the gentleman from Georgia,) [Mp, 
Cxarron,] would be either severely crippled in jt, 
operations, or utterly ruined and destroyed. 

Believing this, said Mr. W., he could not vote for this 
bill, with its present provisions. He -would, with the 
permission of the committee, read a short extract of , 
letter which he had received on this subject. 

**I have looked over his [Mr. Verrtancx’s]} report 
which you sent me, and cannot help thinking that the 
cotton manufacturers have not had justice done them. | 
approved of the principle of the tariff of 1816 as a basis 
but think that principle has not been preserved in the bill 
reported. The act of 1816 established the minimum of 
twenty-five cents per yard on cotton cloth, and sixty and 
seventy-five cents per pound on white and colored cotton 
yarn. Had these minimums been preserved I believe 
the cotton manufactories could have lived; but without 
them they must be destroyed. On bar iron the act of 
1816 enforced a duty of nine dollars per ton, and the 
present bill proposes as the lowest, fifteen dollars. Here 
appears to me a manifest preference of Pennsylvania to 
New England.” 

But, said Mr. W., if it were now necessary to pas 
another tariff bill; if the ‘*signs of the times” impe. 
riously demanded from Congress another law, reducing 
the duties still more than the act of July last, this ws 
not, in his humble judgment, such a bill as ought to meet 
with a favorable consideration. It is manifestly unequl 
in its provisions, and must be so in its effects. This ll 
proposes to reduce the duties on cottons and woollens to 
twenty per cent, ad valorem. It leaves brown sugar at 
two cents per pound, and clayed and white sugar at two 
and a half cents per pound. This, the Secretary of the 
Treasury tells us, is equal to forty-six per cent. ad valo- 
rem. If, however, instead of two cents the pound weight 
it was converted into a duty of forty-six per cent. on the 
prime cost of the article, the duty might then be toler. 
ble. On some kinds of sugars it would be about one cent 
the pound weight. Mr. W. considered — as one of 
the necessaries of life. Next to breadstuffs, it was the 
most important article of home consumption. The poor 
people of the North depended on it for subsistence a 
much as they did on their bread. It affords a nourish 
ment equal to that of any food on which man subsists; 
and yet this article of food so necessary to all classes of 
people, pays a duty by this bill, according to a statement 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of forty-six per cent., 
and on some kinds of sugars, as Mr. W. believed, of at 
least seventy-five per cent., while the protective duty ou 
cottons and woollens was reduced to twenty per cent, 
and that on raw wool to fifteen per cent. 

Mr. Chairman : Let us compare these interests, and a 
certain if there be such necessity of making the discrim: 
nation as is made by the bill Salons us. Sugar is grown 
and made only in one State of this Union. No one pre- 
tends that it can be made with any degree of profit in any 
other State but Louisiana, and possibly in some parts 0! 
the Territory of Florida. There are now engaged in the 
sugar business only about 700 men ; at the most 800 ; and 
a majority of these are gentlemen of fortune. The cap 
tal invested in the cotton factory business alone, far excect’s 
the capital employed in the sugar business. Cotton fac: 
tories can be established in all parts of the Union, and all 
classes of our citizens can, if they please, become more 0T 
less interested in them. One would naturally suppos* 
therefore, that the greater the interest the greater the 
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protection. But a rulé the revere of this is adopted by|what surprised, sir, that my honorable colleague (Mr. 


the bill before us. Now suppose, Mr. Chairman, that it 
shall be necessary to destroy these two interests; let us see 
who of those concerned in them would sustain tHe greatest 
loss in proportion to the amount of capital invested. The 
land and the slaves now employed in the sugar business 
could immediately be cmnlerale without much expense, 
in the growing of cotton, which article, if the Southern 
doctrine be true, will immediately be enhanced in price, 
by commencing a free trade between this country and 
Great Britain. Should, however, the la manufacturin 
establishments of New England be destroyed by this bill, 
the capital employed in the erection of buildings and in 
machinery would be a dead loss both to the owners and 
to the country. A vast multitude of men, women, and 
children, would at once be thrown out of employ, and 
many of them would have no other hopes of subsistence 
left, but in leaving the land of their fathers for the ‘‘ far 
West.” The farming interests, too, sir, could not alto- 
gether escape the sad effects of so sudden a change in the 
policy of this Goverrment. 

Mr. Chairman: There is another important interest 
which is protected by the existing laws, which, in my 
opinion, will be severely injured by this bill if it should 
pass into a law. I mean the tailoring business in our large 
cities. By this bill the duties are reduced from fifty to 
twenty per cent. on ready-made clothing. Time was, sir, 
when many of our citizens, and particularly the dandies of 
Broadway, considered a coat not worth the wear unless it 
was made in London. But the high rates of duty on 
ready-made clothing has prevented, in some measure, the 
importation of these articles ; and a business has grown up 
under the protection afforded by the existing laws in our 
large cities, of the utmost importance to a large number 
of the working classes of those cities, and which now to 
destroy, would deprive thousands of men, women, and 
children, of the daily means of subsistence. 

From a document laid on our tables, from the Treasury 
Department, it appears that the value of domestic cottons 
and woollens used by the tailors in the city of Boston is 





#400,000 

The value of foreign silks, linens, and wool- 
lens, is 1,500,000 
Total amount, $1,900,000 

There is paid to 400 men and boys in one 
year the sum of $201,500 
Do. 1,300 women and girls, 201,500 
Total, $403,000 

The value of garments made up is estimated 
at the sum of $2,600,000 


The city of Boston contains, by the last census, 61,000 
inhabitants. The city of New York 202,000. Now, al- 
lowing that a proportionate amount of business in this 
branch of home industry is done in the city of New York, 
as is done in the city of Boston, according to the number 
of inhabitants in each, and we shall have the following 


» results: 








Paid to 1,324 men and boys, per year, $666,965 
Do 4,303 women and girls, 666,965 

Total, $1,333,930 
Value of domestic cottons and woollens, 1,324,000 
Do. of foreign materials, 4,965,000 

Total, $6,289,000 
Value of garments made up, 8,600,000 


_ An amount considerably excelling the amount of exports 
from the State of South Carolina. These garments are 
sold in different parts of the Union for home consump- 
tion. Itis from this branch of business that your navy 
and merchant ships are principally supplied. I amsome- 
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Verrranck] who reported this bill, should have over- 
looked an interest so important to the working classes of 
his own city, and at the same time should have imposed a 
duty of from 46 to 75 per cent. on brown sugar, without 
which no family can be said io nave the comforts of life. 

The amount of duties which accrur-d to the Government 
in the year 1831 on brown sugars, was $2,145,303 37. 
By whom is this enormous tax paid? Not by the South- 
ern or Western, but by the Northern and*Middle States. 
And paid, too, for the benefit of a few hundred wealthy 
planters of Louisiana. But it may be said, that if you de- 
stroy the interest in Louisiana, you destroy the market for 
many of the productions of the Western States. In like 
manner, sir, if you destroy the manufacturing interests of 
the North, you destroy the market for many of the pro- 
ductions of the Northern States. 1 would destroy neither, 
sir; I would deal out evenhanded justice to both and to 
all other interests in the Union; but I would not seek to 
build up or protect, by any legislation, one branch of 
American industry, and at the same time destroy or mate- 
rially injure another of at least equal importance. 

There is another item in this bill, although small in itself 
considered, yet it shows the gross inequality of its provi- 
sions. The duty on refined sugar by this bill is ten cents 
the pound, or 103 per centum ad valorem; besides the 
encouragement which is afforded to the manufacturer by 
a drawback on its exportation. It would be very desira- 
ble to know what object the Committee of Ways and 
Means had in view in fixing this high rate of duty. It 
cannot be that of revenue. The duty amounts almost to 
a prohibition. The amount of revenue which will accrue 
on this article by the bill is estimated at $51,651. And, 
it will be seen, by the report from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, that there was paid for drawbacks on this very arti- 
cle in the year 1831, the sum of $63,688 65. It thus 
appears, that instead of a revenue being derived from it, 
it operates as an absolute drain from your Treasury. If 
this high duty is imposed for protection, it may be asked, 
why the necessity of this high protection’ Is it one of 
those articles which will be necessary in time of war? 
Does it at all contribute to the comfort of the laboring 
classes of the country? And yet you propose by this bill, 
to continue the high protection afforded to this compara- 
tively unnecessary article, and at the same time, withdraw 
altogether your protection from cottons, wool, and wool- 
lens! There are many other articles which might be 
mentioned to show the inequality and inconsistency of the 
bill; but Mr. W. said he would mention but one, and 
that was the article of spirits. The duty on foreign spi- 
rits, by the act of 1828, is in the average fifty-nine cents 
the gallon, or 145 per cent. ad valorem. On first proof 
spirits it was fifty-seven cents, and on second proof spirits 
it was sixty cents the gallon. By this bill the average 
duty is twenty-nine cents the gallon, and on first and se- 
cond proof only eighteen cents the gallon. Here is a 
reduction of considerably more than one-half on the arti- 
cle of foreign spirits. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, who is so blind as not to see the 
effect of this operation? In the first place, it will have a 
tendency to increase the number of retailers of spirits by 
increasing their profits. The price of a glass of rum 
ever has been and ever willbe the same. The retailer 
of gills will reap the benefit of the reduction of the tax, 
and not the consumer; and who does not know that, if 
you increase the number who sell rum, you will increase 
the number who drink it. 

Reduce the tax on foreign spirits, Mr. Chairman, and 
the importation of the article will be proportionably in- 
creased. The greater the quantity of foreign spirits 
which is brought into the country, the less demand there 
will be for domestic spirits. 

Now, sir, suppose you destroy an important market for 


1599 GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 1600 


H. or R. The Tariff Bill. 


[Fes. 4, 1833. 


—=o0oc0oona_-_ Fol lll leeeeeee—_oGo__ le —— —— ee 


the produce of the farmer, by prostrating your manufac-|rior object was the election of a president from the State 
turing establishments, as in my jadgment you will, if you|of New York. That the delegation from that State should 
pass this bill without some material modifications; and} vote on this great question, not as they should think right 
suppose, by flooding the country with foreign spirits you|and just ag honest men, but with a view to this ulterior 
materially lessen the price of domestic spirits, is it not|object. To the gentleman from Georgia I have nothing 
manifest that the price of coarse grain must also fall?/to say. Ue had made an explanation in relation to this 
Until public opinion shall be brought to bear against |subject, which, as I understood, was satisfactory to my 
them, domestic distilleries will be kept in operation; but/colleagues. But to the gentleman from Maryland I must 
it will be at the expense of the farmer. He alone must|be permitted to observe, that he who is in the habit of 
pocket the loss which must follow the reduction of duties|imputing improper motives to others, is very likely to be 
on spirits as proposed by this bill. governed by such motives himself. 
If men will drink spirits, let those reap the benefit} There was one other remark, however, which fell from 
who are the most useful to their country. the gentleman from Georgia, to which I feel bound to 
Sir, if this bill were otherwise unobjectionable, the re-jreply. He stated, if I understood the gentleman, that 
duction of duties which it proposes on many important} ‘‘ if those in whose power it was to settle this question, 
interests, are altogether too rapid and unwarranted by |should now fail to do it by their votes, the settlement of it 
any state of things which now exists. Can it be possible | might fall into other hands—the South and the high tariff 
that the people of this nation require such a bill at our|men of the North might arrange this matter, and thereby 
hands? Can it be possible that the people of the North | obtain their ulterior object.” Be it so, sir. It would not 
would sanction its passage if they could be convinced | be the first coalition that I ever witnessed. At the last 
that millions of property would fall a sacrifice to the un-| presidential election, in the State which I have the honor 
just operations of such a bill? All the gentlemen from|in part to represent, a grand coalition was formed to 
the South, with whom I have conversed on this subject, | effect a political purpose. But, sir, the sovereign people 
have expressed to me a perfect willingness to have the | did not see fit to sanction the bargain. 
reduction of duties so gradual, as to mect entirely the} Not one hundred years ago, a coalition was formed in 
views of all reasonable representatives of the manufac-/that grand assembly of ‘learned doctors,” to which the 
turing interests. They say, on this subject, that all they/gentleman made some allusion. The dissection of a liv- 
desire is, an assurance on the part of this Government |ing subject was the grand object of that coalition, formed 
that the duties shall, in a reasonable time, come down to/as it was of such repulsive materials. Every body had 
the just wants of the Government. And are two or three|heard or read the result of that unnatural union. And 
years a reasonable time? Can it be possible that the/such ever will be the result among a people who are vir. 
leading manufacturing interests of this country can meet|tuous and intelligent. Managers may make bargains, but 
so important a change in our legislation as is proposed by | unless they are founded upon correct principles, the peo- 
this bill, and survive the shock? I consider it altogether| ple will never sanction them. 
impossible; and I think this feature in the bill is alone a} Mr. Chairman, said Mr. W., Iam opposed to this bill 
sufficient objection against its passage. | with its present provisions. I cannot think that I should 
{ will now notice a few observations made by some be in the dischargé of my duty in voting for it, without 
gentlemen who have preceded me in this debate, and 1| very material modifications of it. 1 most honestly believe 
have done. | that a large share of my constituents would not be satis 
A gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Denny stated, | fied with it. The South, in my opinion, ought not to 
a few days since, that ‘* instead of lowering the duties on require it of us. This great question cannot be settled 
imports, he would raise them higher.”? Precisely such | by one Congress. We have already done much, and the 
language as this have the manufacturers used for several|next Congress will undoubtedly do more. It is not the 
years past; and it is what, in my opinion, has brought| work of a moment. No human foresight can predict the 
them to their present perilous situation. Until lately they | effects of the bill of last session upon the agriculturs, 
never have been satisfied with the protection which the|commercial, and manufacturing interests of the country. 
Government have, from time to time, afforded to them. |I do verily believe that this question can be settled by the 
They have been constantly endeavoring to ‘raise the|moderate men of all parties, in a manner that will give 
duties higher.” And now, sir, a reaction is about to take} entire satisfaction to the liberal and moderate portion of 
place which they begin to fear, and which I fear, will/the community. But, sir, [ fear it cannot be done at tle 
entirely prostrate their establishments. For when a reac-|present session of Congress; and, in my judgment, tt 
tion in public sentiment does take place on any exciting | ought not to be required or expected of us. 
subject, among a people like ours, it is always difficult to| 1 have no hope of ever satisfying the high tariff men of 
prevent its operating in the opposite extreme. In my|the North, nor the high toned, sensitive politicians of the 
opinion the manufacturers have heretofore asked too|South. The former, so far from relinquishing any por- 
much. Had they been satisfied with the law of 1824, | tion of the protection which they have heretofore enjoyed 
there is good reason to believe that the present state of| have been constantly pressing for higher and greater 
things would not have existed. tection. The latter never will be satisfied with any other 
I will now notice a remark by a gentleman from Mary-|course of policy than such as will, in my humble judg- 
land [Mr. Jenrrenr] in relation to New York. I should|ment, utterly ruin and prostrate some of the most impor- 
have let it pass unheeded had he not repeated the senti-| tant interests of the nation. 
ment in his published speech, which I read this morning. Mr. WILDE, of Georgia, further explained a speech 
The gentleman, speaking in relation to the inequalities} which he had formerly made, and which appeared to him 
so manifest in this bill, asked the question, ‘* Who then/|to have been generally misunderstood. 
will be satisfied? New York; provided she ensure by it} Mr. LEAVITT, of Ohio, said, it had been his wish, st 
the accomplishment of her ulterior object.” The gen-|an earlier period of this debate, to have presented to tle 
tleman had better not have made this expression. It was|committee some of the views which he entertained in re- 
quite unnecessary and uncalled for. I can tell him he|lation to the bill under consideration. But, such had 
knows nothing about New York, her public men, her|heretofore been the great pressure upon the time and at- 
State policy or measures. I was at a loss to ascertain his| tention of the committee, that he had not ventured, untl 
m¢ aning until it was explained by the gentleman from| now, to obtrude himself upon its notice. In rising at this 
Georgia (Mr. Winpe. ] time to participate in this debate, said Mr. L., Lam fully 
He something more than intimated to us that th’'s ulte-laware that I labor under great and manifold disadvantage 
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The pending bill has been under discussion for several] with foreign nations. The fact that such has been the 


weeks, and 


been very fully and elaborately debated. | construction given to these constitutional provisions, by 


The whole field of argument has been explored; and, he| all the departments of the Government, from its earliest 
that would now address the com nittee, on this subject, | history, would seem to supersede the necessity of any ar- 
will find himself embarrassed by the consideration, that] gument to prove the legitimacy of the exercise of the 


much of what he had deemed it proper to say, had alrea- 
dy been urged by those who have preceded him in de- 
bate. But, notwithstanding all these discouraging circum- 
stances, I feel myself called upon to state some of the con- 
siderations which have induced the conclusion that [I can- 
not yield my assent to the passage of this bill, with the 
provisions which it now contains. Representing on this 
floor a district as largely interested in the maintenance 
of a well regulated and judicious tariff as any other west 
of the Ohio, I should, perhaps, be obnoxious to the cen- 
sure of those who have honored me with a seat here, were 
i to remain entirely silent on this interesting occasion. 
But, sir, I will give the committee the consolatory pledge, 
that in the remarks which it is my purpose to submit, [ 
will be as brief as the nature of the subject will permit. 

In submitting my views of this bill, it is my intention, 
Mr. Chairman, studiously to avoid any remarks having a 
tendency to increase the exacebration of feeling which but 
too obviously exists as between some gentlemen on this 
floor, from certain opposite sections of the Union. Iam 
sure | need not make the protestation to those gentlemen 
from the anti tariff States who feel an interest in the pas- 
sage of this bill, and with whom, upon this occasion, Iam 
constrained, by a sense of duty, to differ, that in arriving 
at the conclusion which I have announced, I have been 
influenced by no feeling of sectional hostility, or sectional 
prejudice. In truth, sir, the only consideration which 
has created any feeling of regret on my part at the course 
Lam about to pursue in regard to the pending measure, 
is, that it involves a diversity of opinion and action be- 
tween myself and some gentlemen in this House, with 
whom it has heretofore, on most occasions, been my good 
fortune to agree, and for whom I entertain the highest 
respect. But, sir, I should be unworthy of the responsi- 
ble trust which has been confided to me by my constitu- 
ents, were I to allow myself to be swerved in my course 
here, by any such consideration as that to which I haye 
just adverted. 

After having carefully examined the provisions of this 
bill, and anxiously deliberated upon it, in all its aspects 
and bearings, [ have come to the conclusion, that whether 
we regard the amount, and the adjustment of the duties 
upon imports which it provides, or the time at which Con- 
gress is called upon to act, it is unfit and inexpedient that 
it should receive the sanction of this House. 

It is not my intention, Mr. Chairman, to go into a full or 
elaborate examination of the details of this bill. ‘This has 
been so ably and so satisfactorily attended to by other gen- 
tlemen who have gone before me in this debate, that I 
should hold myself unpardonably intrusive upon the com- 
mittee, were 1 to attempt it. There are, however, some 
items of the bill with which the interests of my immediate | 
constituents are intimately connected, and which I shall 
specially bring to the view of the committee, for the pur- 
pose of showing, that the protection proposed to be ex- 
tended to them ts altogether inadequate and insufficient. 
But, before I proceed to do this, and as necessary to the 
correct understanding of my views as to the measure now 
under consideration, I must be permitted to present a 
very brief and general outline of my opinions of the pro- 
tective system. And in the first place I would remark, 
that [ have never doubted but what it was within the con- 
stitutional competency of Congress, in the adjustment of 
duties upon imports, to afford protection and encourage- 
ment to the domestic industry of the nation. It has always 
appeared obvious to me, that this authority was clearly 
embraced in the delegation of power to Congress to lav 
and collect taxes, duties, &c., and to regulate commerce 
Vou. IX.--101 





power in question. In my reflections upon the protec- 
tive system, I have therefore been unembarrassed by any 
other considerations than those connected with its expe- 
diency. And, upon this point, I have long since arrived 
at the conclusion, that it was the true policy of the Go- 
vernment to extend its fostering aid and support to all 
such manufactures as could be successfully introduced and 
sustained in our coumry. Among these, those that should 
stand most pre-eminently meritorious, are such as are ne- 
cessary to our national defence in time of war. But, sir, 
while I have thus entertained the opinion, that a well re- 
gulated and judicious system of protection was essentially 
conducive to our national prosperity and independence, I 
have not doubted, but it might be carried to an extent 
that would be productive of pernicious consequences. 
This system should never be tolerated to such an extent 
as that it would produce an unnatural or a hot-bed growth 
of manufactures, or allure the rich capitalist or restless 
speculator, to invest his funds in the business of manufac- 
turing, with a view to the realization of enormous profits, 
or the rapid accumulation of large fortunes. But that 
degree of protection which is necessary to enable our 
manufacturers to compete fairly with the foreigner, and 
which shall enable them, with the aid of competent skill, 
and assiduous attention to their business, to realize fair and 
reasonable profits, ought to be afforded them. It is not 
to be denied, but what Great Britain, the great work-shop 
of the world, possesses many and important advantages 
over the United States, as a manufacturing nation. It has 
been her settled and unwavering policy, for ages past, to 
extend governmental protection to her manufacturing in- 
terests. Her tariff of duties upon articles coming in com- 
petition with her own fabrics, is prohibitory in its charac- 
ter. Her manufactures thus protected, and the skill of 
her artists, matured by time and experience, have attained 
a state of high perfection. But, this is not all: from the 
density of her population, and the nature of her Govern- 
ment, a large class of the people are in a state of degrad- 
ing dependence and want, that leaves them no alterna- 
tive, but to labor for the scantiest pittance, or perish with 
starvation. Hence, the price of labor in that couritry is 
much reduced below what it is here, where all are left 
free to pursue their own interests, and their own inclina- 
tions, in regard to their pursuits and occupations. Inad- 
dition to all this, the abundance of capital in Great Britain, 
gives her a most decided advantage over us, in the busi- 
ness of manufacturing. Capital there is worth not ex- 
ceeding four per cent., and the rich and lordly owners of 
it, who invest it in manufacturing establishments, may well 
be content to realize that amount of profit from it. But, 
in this country, to the owner of a few thcusand dollars, 
such an investment, with the prospect of such a profit, 
holds out no strong allurements. So far, then, as prc- 
tection, in the form of duties upon foreign imports, is ne- 
cessary to compensate our manufacturers for the disad- 
vantages under which they labor, in contrast vith those cf 
Great Britain, to that extent, and that extent only, should 
it be afforded by the Government. There is one other 
reason, to which I will briefly advert, which makes the 
protective policy, in this country, the more necessary. I 
allude to the commercial restrictions of Great Britain. 
Not only does she protect her manufacturing interests by 
high and prohibitory duties, but she also protects her agri- 
culture by the exclusion from her ports of all such arti- 
cles as she can produce. Hence, all the staple produc- 
tions of the grain-growing States of the Union are as ef- 
fectually shut out from her markets, as if the ‘fast an- 
chored isle’? was surrounded by some impassable barrier 
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Without going more at length into the consideration of| protection which we have made to the country. Such , 


the protective system, a subject which has been exhausted 
and worn threadbare, by discussions here and elsewhere, 
I must adopt the conclusion that to the extent which I 
have indicated, it is in accordance with the best interests of 
this nation. Such, sir, was the opinion of those eminent pa- 
triots and statesmen who participated in the councils and 
the legislation of the country, in the earliest periods of 
her history. That this policy, under proper restrictions, 
so wise, so just, and so judicious, has been perverted and 
abused by the intrigues and arts of ambitious aspirants 
for power, is but too obvious. Sir, it has been for the 
last twelve years so mixed up with the party strifes of 
the day, so blended with our presidential elections, so 
much used as a hobby for demagogues to ride into office, 
that it were not strange if the American people should 
now look upon it with doubt and suspicion. It is but a brief 
period since the doctrine was openly avowed and main- 
tained by one sect of politicians, that the maintenance of 
a high tariff of duties, and system of internal improvement 
by the General Government, were indissolubly connect- 
ed; and that, like the Siamese twins, if the band which 
connected them were severed, the destruction of both must 
unavoidably follow. By this theory, the people were to 
be taxed without special reference to the protection of 
the home industry of the nation, that millions might flow 
into the treasury, to be afterwards expended on objects 
of internal improvement. This, sir, was, at one period, 
the true meaning and interpretation of those cabalistic 
words, the American System. But this system, thus un- 
derstood, however plausible, splendid, and imposing it 
may have been; with whatever fascinations and charms it 
may have been bedecked by popular declaimers; to what- 
ever nsight its ephemeral popularity may have attained; 
has received the stamp of popular disapprobation; and 
they who claimed the honor of its paternity and its advo- 
cacy, have failed in the accomplishment of the ends which 
it was their purpose, through its agency, to achieve. 
But, Mr. Chairman, whatever may be the opinions of 
gentlemen as to the expediency of the protective system, 
I maintain that a due regard to the obligations of justice, 
and the plighted faith of the nation, forbid that we should 
now treat it as an original question of public policy. It 
is our duty to look upon this subject with a special refer- 
ence to the existing state of things; to that state of things 
which our past legislation has produced. Under the se- 
veral acts of Congress, intended to foster and encourage 
domestic manufactures, by affording incidental protection 
to those interests, in the adjustment of duties on foreign 
imports, we have virtually declared to our citizens, that 
this was, and would continue to be, the settled and perma- 
nent policy of the country. Sir, what has been the effect 
of this? In one portion of the Union, the pursuits and 
occupations of its people had been almost exclusively 
commercial; but the effect of our restrictive system has 
been to drive them from the ocean, and compel them to 
embark in manufactures. Under the policy which has so 
long received the sanction of the Government, they have 
changed their pursuits, and have invested millions of ca- 
pital in manufacturing establishments. This is more es- 
pecially true of New England than any other portion of 
our country; but it is true, to some extent, in relation to 
other parts of the Union. Even in the Western country, 
manufacturing interests have grown up that are by no 
means inconsiderable in their extent and importance. In 
my view, therefore, if it were even conceded that this 
protective policy was unwise in its origin—if it were ad- 
mitted that the true interests of the nation would have 
been more effectually promoted by the opposite system, 
still, sir, we are not at liberty to shut our eyes to the state 
of things which it has produced. We cannot, we ought 
not, consistently with any principles of just and rightful 
legislation, to violate those implied pledges of continued 
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course, there is every reason to believe, would have 4 
most disastrous effect, and sensibly impede our onward 
march in the path of national prosperity. To illustrate 
my ideas as to this matter, permit me to suppose the case 
of. a human being, laboring under a state of excessive, 
painful, and dangerous tension. Sir, what would be the 
course of the skilful, judicious, and scientific physician 
who should be called upon to proscribe for such a patient’ 
Would he by powerful remedies and ministrations, sud. 
denly reduce his patient from this high state of tension, 
to the opposite extreme of hopeless relaxation’ No, 
sir; it would be his object, by medicines and applications 
cautiously administered, to reduce him to the medium 
standard of healthful action. So, sir, in regard to our 
protective policy; if it has been carried too far, if its 
cords have been too tightly drawn, it should be our object 
to apply the remedy with great caution, and, by a gradual 
relaxation, to pees it upon its proper footing. 

Although I had not anticipated that the present Con. 
gress would be called upon for any further action on the 
tariff, yet, when, at the commencement of this session, the 
subject was introduced, and a reference of it made to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, I had hoped they would 
have pursued the course which I have just indicated. | 
had hoped they would have carefully examined the tariff 
act of last July, and that so far as it should be ascertained 
a reduction of duty upon the protected articles could be 
made, below the standard fixed by that act, without sa. 
crificing our manufacturing interests, they would have 
done so; and, by such reduction, and the needful redue- 
tion upon the unprotected articles, have reduced the re. 
venue to such a sum as might be thought necessary to 
supply the demands of the Government. For myself, 
sir, | am strongly inclined to the opinion, that experience 
will prove that reductions may be made below the rates 
fixed by the act of 1832, consistently with a due regan! 
to the interests of the manufacturer; and that such an ad. 
justment of this subject may be made as will be satisfac. 
tory to all parties. But I regret to say, the bill before us 
utterly fails to accomplish this purpose. I cannot but 
view it as entirely disregardful of the fate of some 
of the most important and essential manufacturing in- 
terests. I view it as, in many respects, anti-protective 
in its character and features. Probably such was the view 
of the anti-tariff gentlemen on the committee, whio con- 
curred in reporting this bill; though, sir, in relation to 
my friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Gitmors,] who 
friendly to the protective system, and who also concurred 
with the majority of the committee, I doubt not but he 
honestly entertains the opinion that this bill gives sutfi- 
cient protection to the manufacturing interests. Buty 
although I have for that gentleman the highest regar¢, 
and believe that for patriotism and integrity of purpose 
he has few superiors, yet I am constrained to differ with 
him as to the effect and operation of the bill before us. 

I have already intimated that I did not design to ex 
mine this bill in all its. details, It would be inexcusadic 
in me to fatigue the committee by such a course. | must 
however, be permitted, in a few words, to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the subject of wool and wool 
lens, and the protection proposed to be afforded to them 
by the bill under consideration. It will be borne in mine, 
that, by the act of the last session, which made a very ™* 
terial reduction of the duties upon these articles below 
the act of 1828, a specific duty of four cents per pound, 
and an ad valorem duty of 40 per cent. upon ail woe! 
costing over eight cents the pound, is imposed. By te 
bill reported by the Committee of Ways and Means, tie 
specific duty upon this article is entirely abolished, - 
the ad valorem duty reduced ultimately to 15 per cel 
tum. And on woollens it is proposed to leave the cv!) 
ultimately, at 20 per cent. I do not forget, Mr. Chair 
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man, that the amendment submitted by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Warts] pro 
five per cent. upon each of these articles, and extends 
the period within which the reductions are to take effect. 
If this amendment shall prevail, the duty upon wool will 
remain permanently at twenty per centum; and on wool- 
lens, at twenty-five percent. I apprehend it will require 
no argument to prove that, for the purposes of protec- 
tion, these duties will = wholly insufficient and ina- 
dequate. In ea of this position, it is only necessary 
to advert to the fact, that even the high duties imposed by 
the act of 1828, have had but little effect in checking 
the importation of these articles. In reference, then, to 
the duties proposed by the present bill, the naked ques- 
tion presented is, whether the great interests of wool and 
woollens are to be utterly abandoned and left to the fate 
which inevitably awaits them, if this bill shall become a 
law. It seems to me, that whether we regard these in- 
terests as intimately blended and interwoven with the 
agricultural prosperity of the country, or as connected 
with the national defence in time of war, they are enti- 
tled to our special favor and regard. In looking into the 
various provisions of the bill before us, I find that an 
ample and adequate duty is retained on iron. I presume 
the committee, in thus providing for the iron interest, 
were governed by the consideration, that this metal was 
essential to our military defence. Let me ask, if upon 
the same principle, the wool and woollens interest are not 
entitled to favor and protection? We are told, that in 
war, guns and swords are necessary, and that we must 
not be dependent upon foreigners for these. But, sir, it 
will be in vain that you furnish your soldiery with arms 
and ammunition, and all the accoutrements of war, unless 
you also have the necessary clothing wherewith to pro- 
tect them from the wintry blasts and the cold and *¢ piti- 
less pelting of the storm.”’ In whatever view, therefore, 
I look upon these interests, whether in respect to their 
great magnitude and value; their intimate and vital con- 
nexion with the agricultural prosperity of the nation; or 
their relation to our national defence and independence, 
I cannot but feel some surprise, that the committee should 
have proposed a duty that must result in their total sacri- 
fice and prostration. 

But, waiving any further consideration of the details of 
this bill, I repeat, that, believing its passage would be 
pregnant with the most fatal consequences to some of 
the most important agricultural and manufacturing inter- 
ests of the nation, unless in its progress through this 
House it shall be materially modified and amended, I 
shall not feel myself at liberty to vote for it. 

I will now proceed to state some of the views which 
occur to me, illustrative of one of the positions which I 
assumed in the outset of my remarks; namely, that this 
is not the appropriate time for action, on the subject of 
the tariff. Iam free to express it, as the strong convic- 
tion of my mind, that the gentlemen from the South, and 
their free trade friends from the North, ought not to have 
brought this subject before Congress at this session. I 
make this declaration, wholly uninfluenced by any feel- 
ings of prejudice or hostility towards the South. It is, ] 
fear, but too true, that this feeling does exist, to no incon- 
siderable extent, between the Eastern and Southern por- 


tion of our country—but, for myself, I protest that I 
have none of it. 
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have I been an uninterested spectator of what has been 


an increase of| passing there. The voice of complaint and of discontent, 


which has come to us from that quarter, has not been un- 
heard by me. I have been disposed to give it a respect- 
ful audience, and to pay it a respectful attention, without 
inquiring too astutely, whether the grievances complain- 
ed of were fancied or real. In this spirit, I approached 
the consideration of the modification of the tariff, at the 
last session, and gave my vote for the bill which then 
passed. I voted For it, as a measure conciliatory in its 
character, and as making no inconsiderable concessions 
to the South. And, may we not justly infer, from the 
strong vote it received from gentlemen representing the 
South, that they too considered it in this light? The 
provisions of that act, in contrast with those of the act of 
1828, are highly favorable to the South. It is estimated, 
that the operation of the act of last session will result in 
an aggregate reduction of the duties on imports, to the 
amount of nearly eight millions per annum. And, among 
the articles upon which, by that act, the greatest reduc- 
tions are made, is the cloth of which negro clothing is 
made, and negro blankets. These are permitted to come 
in under a mere nominal duty—a duty of five per cent. 
Sir, will gentlemen contend that this is no boon to the 
South, no mitigation of what they are pleased to call the 
oppressions of the tariff? I well remember with what 
feelings of high gratification the passage of the act 
of the last session was received, not only by myself, 
but by gentlemen opposed to the protective policy, and 
representing anti-tariff States. I rejoiced upon that 
occasion, because I had, as I thought, the best reason 
to believe, that while that act would afford competent 
protection to the manufacturing interests, it would allay 
the discontents, and quiet the excitement in the South, 
and restore once more the disturbed harmony of the 
country. That act passed both Houses of Congress by 
an almost unprecedented majority; and, as it regards the 
vote in this House, one strong item of testimony in favor 
of the justness and fitness of the arrangement of duties 
which it provided, is to be found in the fact, that the ne- 
gative votes upon its final passage, are made up of gen- 
tlemen who belong to the extremes of the two parties 
on the tariff question; of those who may be called the 
highest toned friends of the tariff, and of those, who, 
both upon the grounds of constitutionality and expedien- 
cy, are its unyielding and uncompromising enemies. But, 
again, sir, it should be borne in mind, that this subject of 
modifying the tariff was then laboriously examined, and 
amply debated in this House, and also in the Senate. It 
occupied the almost undivided attention of Congress for 
many weeks—and, every gentleman here can bear wit- 
ness of the arduousness of the duties of this House dur- 
ing that period. None will have forgotten how, day after 
day and week after week, we were doomed to encounter 
the noxious, I was going to say pestilential atmosphere 
of this Hall, when within it; and without, the burning 
rays of an almost midsummer sun. But the bill did pass, 
and became the law of the land, though made to take 
effect on the 2d of March next, a day to which we have 
not yet been brought in the revolution of time. 

Sir, itis under these circumstances that we are again 


\called upon to act on the subject. The law of last session 


making very material changes in the tariff law, sanctioned 


( I had lived, almost from the period of|and passed by the very members who are now present, 
my infancy, in the Western country, and possess, I hope, |has not yet gone into operation. 


some portion of that liberality of feeling, which so ho-|upon te pass another act, making further and still greater 


And we are now Called 


norably distinguishes the great mass of the population of | alterations in our system of laying duties on imports. In 
that prosperous and flourishing section of our Union. |view of all these facts and considerations, am I not fully 
Occupying this position, I am constrained to say, that in |justified in the assertion that Congress should not have 
my opinion the South ought not to have asked that the | been called upon for its action on this subject, at this ses- 


subject of the tariff should be agitated at this session. I 
am not unadvised of the state of feeling which exists 
in that section, in regard to the protective policy; nor 


‘States, that the act of July 1832 should be permitted to 


sion? Is it not due to the people, is it not due to the 
character and standing of the Congress of the United 
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take effect, to the end that we may have a practical illus- 


tration of its bearing and operation, not only upon the 
manufacturing and agricultural interests of the nation, but 
upon its revenue? 

Iam aware that the expediency and necessity of the 
measure under consideration, is urged and vindicated 
upon the ground that the national debt being nearly ex- 
tinguished, the act of the last session will produce a 
greater amount of revenue than the ordinary demands of 
the Government require. We are told that the people 
may be relieved from the payment of a heavy amount 
of taxes by the passage of this bill, and it is strongly and 
plausibly commended to our favorable consideration, by 
the adduction of this argument. It is not my purpose to 
detain the committee with the inquiry, whether the duties 
paid upon foreign imports are justly to be considered as 
taxes upon the consumer, or whether the people are not 
amply compensated for their payment by advantages 
which accrue to them, as indirect consequences of such 
payment. Nor will I enter upon any examination of the 
debateable question, whether the reduction of duties 
upon imports will decrease the revenue of the country. 
These interesting subjects have been amply discussed by 
other gentlemen, in the progress of this debate; and to 
say any thing respecting them, would be only to repeat 
what has already fallen from others. But may I not inquire 
whether it be practicable for any one, no matter what 
may be his financial experience, attainments, and talents, 
to estimate, with reasonable certainty, what amount of 
revenue the act of last year will produce? Iam aware 
that the Secretary of the Treasury, (whose qualifications 
for the elevated station which he occupies, no one 
can more highly estimate than myself,) supposes there 
will be a large surplus in the treasury at the end of the 
current year; and the enlightened committee, from whom 
the bill before us. has emanated, have made known their 
concurrence in the views of the distinguished gentleman, 
at the head of the treasury. But with all due deference, 
I would suggest, that, from the fluctuations of trade, and 


consequent uncertainty as to what may be the amount of 


imports—from the impossibility of foreseeing what con- 
tingencies and events may happen, calling upon the Go- 
vernment for extraordinary expenditures—and more than 
all, the difficulty of determinining with accuracy, what 
may be the practical operation of a law not yet in force, 
and concerning which we can have no experimental 
knowledge, are considerations which might, at least, jus- 
tify a doubt, whether the Government will be encumber- 
ed with the anticipated surplus in the treasury. 

The argument, therefore, in favor of an immediate re- 
duction of the tariff, predicated upon the supposition 
that the bill of last session is to give us a redundant trea- 
sury, is not, to my mind, conclusive or satisfactory. Is 
there, then, any other fact or consideration, which calls 
upon this Congress at this session, to adopt the anomalous 
course of reviewing and repealing a law which was 
enacted by it, after great deliberation, so late as the month 
of July last, and which has not yet taken effect? I am 
aware that the State of South Carolina, acting in her 
sovereign capacity, ‘*has adopted measures to nullify 
not only the act of last July, but all other laws for 
the imposition and collection of duties. I am aware 
too, that she threatens to put her nullifying machinery 
into operation, with all the ‘‘pomp and circumstance 
of war.” But certainly no gentleman is prepared to 
admit that this sort of military demonstration, this 
“peaceable” process of nullification, ought to induce 
Congress to pursue a course in relation to the tariff, dif- 
ferent from what they would have done under other cir- 
cumstances. If the tariff is now reduced, in pursuance 
of what may justly be called the dictation of South Caro- 
lina, will it not be to sanction the legitimacy and efficacy 
of the course she has adopted, and to make nullification 
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triumphant? Sir, it was but a few days since, that at , 


“mage meeting in South Carolina, it was openly avowed 
y a prominent orator and leader in the ranks of the nu. 
lifiers, [Colonel Preston,] that the bold stand which that 
State had taken against the tariff had caused Congress to 

ass the act of last. session, and had been the means of 
inducing the Secretary of the Treasury to recommend 4 
further reduction of six or eight millions. And what, sir, 
would be the language of the orator, if we were to pass 
the bill now before us? Would it not be ascribed to the 
fear of nullification; and would. .ot the people reproach 
us with having pursued an extraordinary course of action in 
our legislation on the tariff, under the influence of this fear? 

But we are told that, leaving South Carolina wholly 
out of view, justice to the other Southern States which 
do not sanction the course of that State, demands at our 
hands the immediate adoption of the measure under con. 
sideration. Sir, 1 cannot admit the legitimacy of this 
conclusion. Let gentlemen from the South view this 
subject candidly and dispasionately, and I think they will 
concede, that, in pressing the passage of this bill at this 
time, they are asking more than strict justice will warrant. 
Let them bear in mind what they have already achieved, 
in their efforts to modify and mitigate the protective poli- 
cy, and what has already been yielded to them by its 
friends and advocates. Let them reflect, that the prose- 
cution of an extensive system of internal improvement by 
the General Government is no longer considered a part 
of its settled policy, and is not likely hereafter to afford 
pretext for drawing money from the pockets of the peo- 
ple, to be expended for those purposes. Let them 
moreover bear in mind what they have gained by the 
passage of the tariff act of last July: and, lastly, let then 
remember, that gentlemen on this floor, of all parties, 
and from all quarters of the Union, have united in avow.- 
ing the opinion, that the revenue of the country ought 
not to exceed the wants of the Government, administered 
upon just and economical principles. It seems to me the 
South ought to be well satisfied with this state of things, 
and has no right either to ask or expect of the Northern, 
Middle, and Western States, a total sacrifice of their vital 
interests. Sir, I believe there is no such irreconcilable 
diversity of interests between the different sections of this 
Union, as that they cannot all exist and be prosperous un- 
der the same system of legislation. If the subject of ad- 
justment of the tariff shall be approached at the proper 
time, and in the proper spirit—in the spirit of compro- 
mise and conciliation—I doubt not but it may be settled 
upon a permanent basis, in such a manner as that, while 
the great agricultural and manufacturing interests of the 
nation shall be adequately sustained, the South shall have 
no cause or pretext fer complaint. 

In conclusion, I repeat that I cannot yield my assent to 
the bill before us, for the reasons before indicated, that 
the adjustment of duties which it contemplates, is unsatis- 
factory and exceptionable, and because this is not the ac- 
cepted time for action upon the subject. A new Con- 
gress is about to come into existence under the recent 
apportionment of representation. Its members will a3- 
semble here, bearing with them the will of the people on 
this important subject. The tariff act of last July will 
then have gone into operation, and its practical eflects 
upon the interests of the manufacturer, and upon the re- 
venue of the country, will have been tried by the wner- 
ring test of experience. In short, sir, they will be able 
to act upon this subject under circumstances highly av- 
spicious to its satisfactory adjustment, and will dispose of 
it, Itrust, in such a manner as that the peace and harmo- 
ny of our country shall be restored, and our glorious and 
happy Union perpetuated for ages to come. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE rose to say he declined making % 
speech on the bill. He said he would explain his course 
to his constituents in the form of a circular, on his return 
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j not. No inquiry had taken place, and the House was 


} great and wide-spread interests of the country, without 
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home; and in the mean while remonstrated with the com- 
mittee on the delay of public business, by endless discus- 
sion on genera! principles involved in the bill. 

Mr. DRAYTON fully concurred in these remarks. 
He had desired to reply to some of the speeches in favor 
of Mr. Arrteron’s amendment, but would waive that 
purpose, and hoped other gentlemen would follow the 
example. 

Mr. ADAMS then rose and said that he had some days 
since given notice of his determination, after the friends of 
the bill should have had an opportunity of rendering it as 
perfect as they could, to move to strike out the enacting 
clause; he would now fulfil his purpose, and would move 
that the enacting clause of the bill now before the com- 
mittee be stricken out. 

He would offer a few words in support of the motion, 
The merits of the bill, as well as its demerits, had been 
very fully argued, and he would not repeat what had 
been so well said by others. It was his opinion that nei- 
ther this bill, nor any other at all resembling it, should 
pass at the present session of Congress. There was one 
idea which he had not heard suggested by any gentleman, 
and which was a decisive reason with him why the bill 
ought not to become a law. The bill would not, as it 
seemed to be calculated by many, reduce the amount of 
the revenue, but, on the contrary, greatly increase it. To 
reduce the revenue was the professed object of the bill. 
The reasons for passing it had been assigned, first by the 
President in his message to Congress, then by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in his report, and lastly by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. But the President himself 
had recommended the measure conditionally only; if it 
should be found upon examination that the existing pro- 
tection on certain commodities manufactured in the coun- 
7 was excessive, thatis, that it was greater than the good 
of the country required, that then a bill should be passed 
to reduce it. Had such an inquiry been instituted? It had 


of frankness and truth. Though we plant ourselves upon 
the constitution, and the immutable principles of justice 
and interest to operate exclusively through the civil tri- 
bunals and civil functionaries of the State, yet we will 
throw off this oppression at every hazard. We believe 
our remedy to be essentially peaceful. We believe the 
Federal Government has no shadow of right or authority 
to act against a State of the Confederacy in any form, much 
less to coerce it by military power. But we are aware of 
the diversities of human opinion, and have seen too many 
proofs of the infatuation of human power, not to have 
looked with the most anxious concern to the possibility of 
a resort to military or naval force on the part of the Fede- 
ral Government; and in order to obviate the possibility of 
having the history of this contest stained by a single drop 
of fraternal blood, we have solemnly and irrevocably re- 
solved that we will regard such a resort as the dissolution 
of the political ties which connect us with our confederate 
States; and will, forthwith, provide for the organization 
of a new and separate Government.” 

And again, and in another passage, the convention still 
more pointedly say: 

** We will not, we cannot, we dare not submit to this 
degradation, and our resolve is fixed and unalterable that 
a protecting tariff shall be no longer enforced within the 
limits of South Carolina. We stand upon the principles 
of everlasting justice, and no human power shall drive us 
from our position.” 

Now, with respect to the peaceful nature of this re- 
medy, he never heard it spoken of but it reminded him 
of the first adventure of Gil Blas. Gil Blas had been 
furnished by his uncle with a sorry mule, and thirty 
or forty pistoles, and sent forth to seek his fortune in the 
world. He sat out accordingly, but had not proceeded 
far from home, when, as he was sitting on his beast count- 
ing his pistoles with much satisfaction into his hat, the 
mule suddenly raised her head, and pricked up her ears. 
Gil Blas looked rourid to see the cause of her alarm, and 
perceived an old hat upon the ground in the middle of the 
road, with a rosary of very large beads init. This was the 
object which had startled his mule. At the same time he 
heard a voice addressing him in a very pathetic tone— 
** Good traveller! in the name of the merciful God, and 
of all the saints, do drop a few pieces of silver into the 
hat.” Looking in the direction from which these sounds 
proceeded, he saw, to his great dismay, the muzzle of a 
blunderbuss projecting through the hedge, and pointing 
directly at his head. As he moved, this threatening 
muzzle moved also, still directed at his head. On look- 
There was another reason why Mr. A. should vote]ing more closely into the hedge, he perceived that it was 
against the bill. From a certain quarter of the Union|supported on two cross sticks, and aimed by a_ figure 
Congress had a most solemn declaration, made in the|having the air of an old soldier. Gil Blas, not much 
name of one of the States of the Union, and addressed | pleased with the looks of this very pious mendicant, 
to all the othe? States, that the protective system should/j hastily dropped some pieces into the hat, and clapping 
no longer be carried into effect within that State. In the|his heels into the sides of his mule rode off with all the 
address from the convention of South Carolina to the|speed he could from this peaceful solicitor of alms. 
people of the twenty-three other States of this Union, | This presented to Mr. A.’s mind one of the most perfect 
communicated by the President, with his recent message|emblems of the pacific remedy of nullification he had 
to Congress, are the following passages. The conven-|ever seen. 
tion, speaking in the name of the people of South Caro-| But if it was indeed true, that nullification was intend- 
lina, say: ed as a pacific remedy, Mr. A. had this consolation, that 

‘“‘We have therefore deliberately and unalterably re-|the execution of the laws was also a pacific operation, 
solved, that we will no longer submit to a system of op-|and would continue to be such, as long as the resistance 
pression which reduces us to the degrading condition of] to it was pacific; so long as nullification was pacific, the 
tributary vassals, and which would reduce our posterity | resistance to nullification would prove to be pacific too, 
ina few generations, to a state of poverty and wretched-|and so there could be no danger that force would be used 
ness, that would stand in melancholy contrast with thejat all. This was one reason why Mr. A. should vote 
beautiful and delightful region in which’ the providence |against the bill. Gentlemen supposed that if it should 
of God has cast our destinies. Having formed this reso-| not pass, there would be great danger of bloodshed; but 
lution, with a full view of all its bearings, and of all its}there could not be the Jeast danger of this, provided 
probable and possible issues, it is due to the gravity of the| those who adopted the principles of nullification acted 
subject, and the solemnity of the occasion, that we should | according to their professions and promises. It was not 
speak to our confederate brethren in the plain language] their purpose to resort to force; and asthere would then 





























consequently in possession of no evidence to show that 
the present protection was excessive. If the House then 
should pass this bill, which went so materially to affect 


any previous inquiry, it would not be following the re- 
commendation of the President, but the contrary. Mr. 
A. did not say that if such an inquiry’ should be made, 
and it should then appear that the protection was too 
great, that he should oppose a bill to reduce it; but the 
investigation was an indispensable preliminary, and the fact 
must first be established. 
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be no need of force to execute the laws, there would be 


no force in the matter, and, of course, no bloodshed. 
It was supposed that this very peaceable and friendly 
uestion might be settled without the intervention o 
Sires. Mr. A. wished it might; but he considered it of 
such a nature that the question ought to be settled. It 
ought to be known whether there were any measures by 
which a State could defeat the laws of the Union. For 
if there were, and the laws might be set aside at pleasure; 
we must seek for some other form of government to live 
under. 

With respect to the doctrine of protection, South Caro- 
lina expressly declared that there should no longer be a 
protecting tariff. Now it was Mr. A.’s firm belief that 
protection to his rights and interests was the right of the 
citizen, and the duty of the Government. What was Go- 
vernment instituted for? For protection. He repeated 
the position, that protection was the right of the citizen, 
and the duty and obligation of the Government. It was, 
on the part of Government, a corresponding duty to that 
of allegiance on the part of the citizens; and if Govern- 
ment should wholly neglect it, the bond between it and 
the citizen was dissolved. The principle was, in fact, 
admitted by the nullifiers themselves, in the address the 
had published to the citizens of South Carolina, in which 
they called upon the citizens to support nullification by 
their allegiance, as an admitted duty. It was very true 
that that paper denied to the United States Government 
the right to claim any allegiance; it denied that any alle- 
giance was due to the United States by any body. But 
that, he believed, was not the opinion of a majority of the 
committee. He was confident that they believed the con- 
stitution was made by ‘*‘ We the people of the United 
States.” By way of parallel Mr. A. had placed these two 
documents side by side, and looked alternately at both. 
The first instrument began with these words: “‘ We the 
people of the United States.” Now he would ask gentle- 
men whether these words conveyed to their mind any 
idea or not? He was speaking to men of intelligence— 
to men of feeling. What impression those words con- 
veyed to other minds, it was not for him to say; but, for 
himself, he could say that nothing short of divine inspi- 
ration conveyed to his mind an idea more sublime. How 
were the words used? They were the first, the opening 
words of the constitution; they designated the speaking 
parties; these parties it was who declared that, ‘in or- 
der to form a more perfeet union, establish justice, en- 
sure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
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Indeed, when he read over this long list of names, ,) 
designating one people, it reminded him of the Spanis) 
Hidalgo who knocked at the door of an inn at a late hour, 
and on a very dark night, and being asked his name, gay, 
in five-and-twenty names, all of which belonged to him. 
but on hearing which, the innkeeper refused to open his 
door, declaring he had not room for one-half of all thos 
people. 

Did those words, ‘We the people” mean nothing’ 
Did those who issued this instrument lie in the face of the 
world? Was there no such being in existence? If it were 
indeed so, then all the ideas Mr. A. had ever entertained 
must undergo an entire revolution. If the words meant 
any thing at all, they declared explicitly that that consti. 
tution was the work of the people of the United States. 
Who would deny it? Who could deny it, and not give 
the lie to that most majestic corporate body, and deny 
that it had any being? 

Mr. A. had heard this Union called a confederacy 
of States; and such was the idea put forth in the South 
Carolina address. It did not address the people of the 
United States; it recognised no such people. The con. 
stitution, according to that doctrine, was the work, not 
of the people, but of their attorneys. It was said that the 
act was the act of the States, and that this was a union of 
States. That was, in one sense, true. It was a union of 
the people, and also a union of States. The convention 
of 1787 was the result of an act of the representatives of 
States; but, as it came from their hands, the instrument 
was nothing; it had no more force or value than a blank 
indenture, not sealed. It might as well be maintained thi 
the attorney who drew an indenture was one of the px. 
ties to it, because he drew it. It was true that the States 
were also parties to it, because they had always been s. 
parate communities, and, after the establishment of the 
national independence, were still to continue so. That 
was the reason why the votes of the people were taken in 
separate masses, and not in one. It was more convenient; 
but it was not the State who gave force to the constitu. 
tion. The convention sent the instrument to Congress, 
and asked them to submit it to the State Legislatures; but 
did the State Legislatures act upon it? No. And why’ 
Because they ould never use the language, ‘* We the 
people.” They were not the parties to it; they could not 
give it their sanction; they did not pretend to act upon 
it; they called conventions of the people to decide on the 
single question, and the people adopted the constitution, 
commencing with the words, ‘* We the people.” Ithad 
been the act of the people collected in separate commu- 


blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do| nities, but forming one people, whose sanction alone gave 


ordain and establish this constitution for the United States 
of America.” 

If ever there had been an assemblage of men whose 
aspect impressed the mind with the ideas of grandeur 
and of moral sublimity, it was these men, using this lan. 

uage. 

: By the side of this paper he then placed the other; and 
how did it commence? 

‘© To the people of Massachusetts, Virginia, New York, 
Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Maryland, Connecticut, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, New Jersey, Georgia, 
Delaware, Rhode Island, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
Louisiana, Indiana, Mississippi, Illinois, Alabama, and 
Missouri: 

‘* We the people of South Carolina, assembled in con- 
vention,” &c. 

Mr. A. compared the two; and how did they sound? 
In the second, he found, indeed, the same idea as in the 
first. The people of these twenty-four States were the 
very same people as those who spoke in the constitution; 
but where was the grandeur, the moral sublimity, that 
filled the mind when we read the words, ‘* We the peo- 
ple of the United States?” To his mind it was gone. 


ito the constitution all its power. 


Even had the States, 
as States, unanimously ratified it, it would have been s 
dead letter until the people had acted upon it. In fact, it 


| was in this very point that the difference lay between this 
|instrument and the confederation. 


The nullifiers would 
have them to be one and the same. The confederation 
had been created by the State Legislatures and by Cor- 
gress. They went on the principle that this was nots 
Government, but a confederacy. Therefore it was first 
made by the State Legislatures, and afterwards by Con- 
gress. The people had never acted upon it at all; the) 
had no part or lot in making it; and it was because suc 
an instrument was found, in practice, to be wholly inefi- 
cient, and that it would be impossible for the people °! 
this Union to live happily or peaceably under it, that they 
went to work another way. ’ 

Here, however, Mr. A. said that he was wandering 
from the subject before the committee. 

The position he had assumed was, that the Government 
was bound to protect the great interests, all the great 
interests of the citizens. Wherever any great interest 
existed in the community, there the protection of 60 
vernment must, of right, be extended, But protection 
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§ rights of the other party were protected, equally, but in 


' constitution and the laws of the United States, an 
| protection peculiar to itself. It was protected first by re- 


© had been effected in general by majorities lessthan that. 
| Nay, he might go further, and insist that that very repre- 

_ sentation of which he had spoken, had ever been, in fact, 
» the ruling power of this Government. 
> tection? 
portion of the community? 
_ money out of the pockets of some, and put it into the 
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might be extended in different forms to different inte- 
rests. It was true that the interests of one portion of the 
community could often be protected only at the expense 
of some other portion of it. It was the complaint of the 
nullifiers that the Government took money out of the 
pockets of one portion of the Union to put it into the 
pockets of another. And, in extending protection, this 
must always more or less be the case. But then, while 
the rights of one party were protected in this way, the 


a different way. He would illustrate this position. 

In the Southern and the Southwestern portions of this 
Union, there existed a certain interest, which he need not 
more particularly designate, which enjoyed under ors 
ec 


presentation. There were on that floor upwards of twen- 
ty members who represented what in other States had no 
representation at all. Mr. A. believed that it was not 
three days since he had heard it declared by a gentleman 


5 from Georgia, [Mr. Crarron,] that the species of popu- 


lation he now alluded to constituted the ‘* machinery of 
the South.” Now, that machinery had twenty odd re- 
presentatives in that hall; representatives elected, not by 
the machinery, but by those who owned it. Was there 
any such representation in any other portion of the Union? 
Did the manufacturers ask for any representation on their 
machinery? He believed their looms and factories had no 


} vote in Congress; but the machinery of the South had 
» more than twenty representatives on that floor. 


he should go back to the history of this Government from 
its foundation, it would be easy to prove that its decisions 


Was this not pro- 
Was it not protection at the expense of another 
If it did not literally take 


pockets of others, still it operated in precisely the same 
way. Yes; this very protection had taken millions and 
millions of money from the free laboring population of this 
country, and put it into the pockets of the owners of South- 
ern machinery. Mr. A. did not complain of this. He did 
not say that it was not all right. What he said, was, that 
the South possessed a great protected interest—an inte- 
rest protected by that instrument—[Mr. A. held the con- 
stitution in his hand.] He was for adhering to the bar- 
gain, because it was a bargain. Not that he would agree 
to it if the bargain were now to be made over again. 

This interest was further protected by another provi- 
sion of that same instrument. 

**No person held to service or labor in one State un- 
der the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in con- 
sequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharg- 
ed from such service or labor; but shall be delivered up 
on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may 
be due.” 

What was this but protection to the owners of the ma- 
chinery of the South. And let it be observed that a pro- 
vision like this ran counter to all the tenor of legislation 
in the free States. It was contrary to all the notions and 
feelings of the people of the North, to deliver a man up 


to any foreign authority unless he had been guilty of 


some crime. And, but for such a clause in the compact, 
a Southern gentleman who had lost some article of his ma- 
chinery, could never recover him back from the free States. 
_ The constitution contained another clause, extend- 
ing still further protection to the same interest. It gua- 
rantied to every State in the Union a republican Go- 
vernment. 

“The United States shall guaranty to every State in 
this Union a republican form of Government, and shall 
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protect each of them against invasion; and, on application 
of the Legislature, or of the Executive, (when the Legis- 
lature cannot be convened, ) against domestic violence.” 


on every portion of the Union. 
that, where this sort of machinery existed, the State was 
more liable to domestic violence than they were elsewhere, 
because that machinery sometimes exerted a self-moving 
power. Such a power had been exerted. The call for 
this protection had very recently been made, and it had 
been answered; and the power of the Union had been 
exerted to insure the owners of the machinery against do- 
mestic violence. Mr. A. would say one word more on 
this guarantee of a republican form of Government. It was 
a serious question in his mind whether that part of the 
constitution was not at this very time on the eve of being 
called into execution. 

















And if 


of the United States. 
of a standing army. 

free republican States, and none of them possessed any of 
the machinery of which he had spoken, and if another 
portion of the Union were not exposed to another dan- 
ger, from their vicinity to the tribes of Indian savages, he 
believed it would be difficult to prove to the House the 
necessity for any such thing as a standing army. What 
in fact was the occupation of the army? 
tecting this very same interest. It had been doing so ever 
since the army existed. Of what use to the district of 
Plymouth, wlich he here represented, was the standin 

army of the United States? 
never had been. 
not of one dollar’s value to the whole manufacturing in- 
terest. 
ever had been, most orderly and exemplary in their obe- 
dience to the laws. 
in order. 
thousand men. 
this machinery, and to defend the settlers on our Western 
frontier. 
summer? 
ing an Indian war. 
tection of the South and of the West. 
it to those manufacturers or agriculturists, at whom the 
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This, to be sure, was a general provision, operating alike 
But every body knew 


i He had no hesitation in saying 
that, if South Carolina were not at this moment under 


a Government not republican, she was at a very little 
distance from it. 


ther the ordinance of the nullifiers had not placed South 
Carolina without the verge of republican Governments. 


It deserved serious consideration, whe- 


When he endeavored to reflect upon what the proceed- 


ings of South Carolina had been, and asked himself whe- 
ther the power now operating there could truly be de- 
scribed as a republican Government, he felt himself unable 
to answer the question. 

on this point at present. 
and it deserved serious consideration. 


He should not further enlarge 
But it was a serious question, 


Such was the protection extended by the constitution 


to a particular interest in this Union. 


But that same interest was further protected by the laws 
It was protected by the existence 
If the States of this Union were all 


It had been pro- 


OF not one dollar’s use, oat 
He would go further. The army was 
The persons engaged in manufactures were, and 
No army was necessary to keep them 
Now the United States kept up an army of six 
What to do’? To protect the owners of 


In what had it been occupied during the last 
In protecting the factories? No. In suppress- 
The army existed only for the pro- 
Of what value was 


House was going to strike by this bill? There was not 


one among the poorest shepherds who tended their flocks 
on Mr. A.’s native hills, that did not pay his quota to- 


wards the support of this army. Was not this taking 
money out of the pockets of one, to put it iato the pock- 
ets of another? Yet what was the ground of all the com- 
plaints?’ While the people of Massachusetts were spend- 
ing their money to support the South and the West, 
what show of rght had gentlemen from the South? He 
would do the members from the West the justice to ad- 
mit that they said no such thing, but what right had the 
representation from the South to come on that floor, and 
tell them, ‘* We will not submit to pay one single cent to 
protect you?” 

But there was another great interest protected under 
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the constitution. He referred to the interest of commerce 
and navigation. The country had a navy, which was 
now costing it two or three millions of dollars a year. 
Of what value was this to the manufacturer, or to the 
wool grower, if they should reason on the narrow and 
contracted principle, that their personal interest was the 
only interest in the community for which they ought to 
care? On such principles, the navy was nothing to them. 
It might achieve as many, and as glorious victories as 
ever had been won by the wooden walls of the fast an- 
chored isle: the manufacturer was ‘not a cent the richer 
for them. But he was obliged to pay to support the navy, 
and to pay six or seven millions, including navy and army. 

When he heard gentlemen talk about reducing reve- 
nue to the wants of the Government, he wanted them first 
to specify what are the wants of the Government. Pro- 
tection, it seemed, was not one of them. Well; if they 
must withdraw protection from the free white labor of the 
North, then it ought to be withdrawn from the machinery 
of the South. Let them disband their army: this would 
go as far as four or five millions towards reducing the re- 
venue to the wants of the Government. The next step 
was to abolish the navy; for why should commerce and 
navigation continue to enjoy protection, when it was with- 
drawn from the other interests of the country? Well; 
when this had been done, and Congress had been so very 
generous as to give away all the public lands, what, he ask- 
ed, would remain for the General Government to do? No- 
thing. There would be nothing for it todo. The mem- 


bers might then withdraw protection from themselves by 
abolishing their pay, and there would be but one step 
more remaining, which would be to dissolve the Govern- 
ment. No Government would be needed. Let it go back 
to its original elements—-let it go back to the States—let 
it go back to the confederation—go back to the people. 


This was the legitimate consequence of those arguments 
urged by gentlemen who would no longer submit to a 
system of protection. 

Mr. A. might say, that his constituents possessed as 
much right to say to the people of the South--we will not 
submit to the protection of your interests; as the people 
of the South had to address such language to them. 

There was another decided reason which operated with 
him against passing any bill whatever, upon this subject, 
et this time. 

The House could not pass any bill that would not, of 
necessity, confirm the ordinance of South Carolina. No 
law upon this subject could, at this time, be enacted by 
Congress, but would be received and understood by all 
parties, friend and foe, to be the triumph of nullification. 
The State of South Carolina had said that the tariff law 
was null and void; and that it should not be executed 
within her limits. And Congress immediately replies, by 
declaring that that law should not be executed any where. 
Mr. A. admitted that such a proceeding might, for a mo- 
ment, remove the questicn of nullification. But it would 
be for a moment only. Let Congress permit one State 
to declare that its laws should not be executed, and sub- 
mit to have that declaration carried into effect, and they 
would soon have States enough tell them that the laws 
should not be executed within their limits. And, with- 
out intending any reflection on South Carolina, he might 
observe, that there were Statesin this Union, who, if they 
should say the same thing that South Carolina had said, 
might make ita much more serious question. And the 
House might take his word that they would have such 
language addressed to them. 

Mr. A. was against the passage of any thing. He wish- 
ed to see the question settled. South Carolina had made 
up an issue; she said she wished it settled peaceably. 
Mr. A. was for meeting her, and settling the question she 
had made. This Union was now tottering. It was tot- 
tering. to its foundation, on the question whether a single 
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State possessed the power to annul laws enacted by the 
whole Union. He averred that this was a question op 
which the continuance of the Union depended. it was , 
question that must be settled, and this was the time t 
settle it. There was no time in which it could be so fitjy 
and so advantageously settled, as at this time, becayse 
those who raised the question declared their desire to be, 
that it should be settled poe Mr. A. wished that 
it might be settled peaceably. He believed that it woulj 
be, because he believed that the nullifiers would not strike 
the first blow; and that the Government would be too 
wise and too cautious to do it; and if neither party struck 
the first blow, it must be settled peaceably. Either the 
laws would be executed, or the tariff annulled, and the 
protecting system destroyed. If that system should be 
destroyed, he would not say in what form the question 
would come up, as a question far more serious than was 
now made, and to be settled in reference to a different in. 
terest. At present, the interests of the South were pro. 
tected, and superabundantly protected, by the provisions 
of the constitution. Let that protection be destroyed, 
and they would find their security put in question in a 
manner not so easily gotton rid of. The notion held out 
in favor of the bill was, that it was to allay discontents, 
And the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had delivered a very pathetic and very eloquent eulogiun 
upon fear. Mr. A. had listened to it with great delight; 
but as he knew that gentleman to be an accomplished 
classic scholar, he would venture to remind him that there 
were other virtues besides fear, suitable for the exercise 
of a patriot and a statesman, on which as just and eloquent 
eulogiums might be pronounced. Among these was (le 
virtue of fortitude—a virtue, which he was under a ».- 
lemn conviction that every member of this House, and 
every intelligent citizen of this community, would at n0 
distant day be called upon to exercise; in Commendation 
of which he would refer the gentleman to a classic autho- 
rity, which no one better understood, or was more quali. 
fied to-appreciate. He alluded to the sentiment so elo- 
quently expressed by the great Roman poet. 


Justum et tenacem propositi virum 

Non civium ardor pravajubentium, 

Non vultus instants Tyranni, 
Mente quatit solida. 


Mr. Chairman, said Mr. A., Task the forgiveness of the 
committee for having detained them so long, and have no- 
thing more to say. 

Mr. JENIFER hoped the motion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts would either be withdrawn or rejected, un- 
til the bill should have been further amended. 

Mr. BARRINGER replied, with warmth, to the speech 
of Mr. Apams, deprecating any step that should go at o1ce 
to test the strength and existence of the Government. 

Mr. BURGES followed, “and in the course of his re- 
marks stated that he had a resolution which he wished to 
offer, limiting the operation of the bill of last session to 
eight years. 

{Mr. DRAYTON, of South Carolina, replied to Mr 
Apams, in a strain of great warmth, as having introduced 
topics that must inevitably excite the most hostile and even 
furious passions. He examined the positions which he 
understood to have been taken by Mr. Avams, and whic! 
he condemned, as worse than nullification itself. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that Mr. Drayton had justly re- 
presented his argument. 

The following is a substantial report of Mr. Drarroy’s 
remarks, though defective in some of the particulars upon 
which Mr. Anams touched in his reply a few days alter- 
wards:] 

Mr. DRAYTON said that, had it not been that the de- 
bate had taken an entirely new turn, and utterly incon 
sistent with the subject before them, he should have per 
severed in the silence which he had stated that he shou 
maintain, so long as the bill was in committee; but to the 
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inflammatory remarks of the gentleman from Massachu-! ed it as a doctrine false in theory, mischievous in its re 
setts he felt himself compelled to — : sults, and unsupported by any arguments which bore the 

That gentleman, in the course of his argument, had in-| semblance of plausibility. Reduced to practice, it was 
troduced a topic of a particularly delicate and exciting| neither more nor less than revolution; its termination 
nature, and discussed it in a manner which was calculated | must be civil war, to be decided like all other appeals to 
to engender the bitterest discord. He had thrown a fire-|arms—by the longest purse and the largest battalions. 
brand into that hall. After expatiating upon the protec-| But, whilst we were told that apprehensions of the terrors 
tion which is guarantied by the constitution to the vari-| of nullification had occasioned the introduction of the bill, 
ous interests embraced within it, he told us that its pro-| was it not proclaimed by the gentleman from Massachu- 

tection was extended to the slaves of the South, and that/ setts that we might expect to be visited by the vengeance 
if the protection required by the manufacturers and agri-| of certain sections of the country, should they be depriv- 
culturists of the North and East, to which they were equal-| ed of that protection which they claimed as a constitutional 
ly entitled, should be withheld from them, as it would|right? But whether the South Carolina doctrine, as itis 
be by the passage of this bill, protection would be re-|termed, was to be upheld or denounced, did nen — 
fused to the South; and they might take their own inte-|tute the question before the committee. It was for us 
rests in their own hands. “He [Mr. D-] was not certain| now to determine, whatever might be the course of South 
that he had given the words of the gentleman from Massa-| Carolina, whether the bill upon the table was a good or a 
chusetts, (ashe had taken no notes of his speech, ) but he was| bad one; whether the surplus revenue, which the Secre- 
satisfied that he had substantially expressed their meaning. | tary of the Treasury informs us exceeds the proper wants 

Mr. Anams here interrupted Mr. D., and said that he| of the Government by several millions, would not be re- 

had said no such thing. duced by it; and whether, therefore, for these, or for any 

It being now five o’clock, Mr. Wriu1aMs, of North Ca-| other reasons, the bill which has been reported ought not 

rolina, moved that the committee should rise; but the mo-| to become a law. b 
tion was overruled. The gentleman from Massachusetts, not content with 

Mr. DRAYTON then resumed. The remarks had been|asserting that the Committee of Ways and Means had 

made; and he repeated that they were, substantially, | taken counsel from their fears, had charged the members 
what he had said. He appealed to all who had heard | of this committee, who should vote for the bill, with being 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, whether he had not| dictated to by their fears of South Carolina. Mr. D. did 
expressed, or plainly implied, that protection would be | not believe that the vote of a single representative would 
withdrawn from the slave property of the South, unless| be directed by so unworthy a motive as fear. What had 
the freemen of the North and East weve protected by alan individual performing his duty here to apprehend? 
tariff, which would not be the case if this bill should be-| If fear did, in any degree, operate upon the minds of any 
come alaw. Had not language such as this a natural and| members, it would not be the fear of offending, or of irri- 
necessary tendency to create discontent and inflammatory | tating South Carolina, but the fear of being suspected to 
feelings, to excite a burst of indignation in the bosom of|be controlled in their votes by the menaces of South 
every one who heard it? If the intention of the gentle-| Carolina. A fear arising from this cause, which might 
man from Massachusetts had been to rouse up those pre-| unconsciously influence an honorable man, would be 
judices and passions, (which should be peculiarly exclud-| more likely to render him hostile than friendly to the bill. 
ed from a legislative body,) he could scarcely have ac-| But the fear which the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
complished his intention more successfully. appealed to, was direct. He had alluded to what he sup- 

Mr. D. went on by observing, that well indeed might| posed were the fears, the personal fears, of the slave- 

the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Barrineen]| holders of the South; to the dangers with which they 
pronounce this to be a spirit-stirring question, as the ques-| would be surrounded should the protection of the consti- 
tion presented by the gentleman from Massachusetts was, | tution be withdrawn from them; tothe refusal of that pro- 
whether we were to remain as united States, or be bro-| tection by the North and East, should the protection to 
ken into unconnected and hostile fragments, according to| which they were constitutionally entitled be taken from 
the rejection or the passage of a bill which, wheiher ax-| them; to the spirit which would be called forth by the 
pedient or inexpedient, was clearly within the constitu-| passage of this bill, among the manufacturers and agri- 
tional power of Congress to act upon; for no one will| culturists of the North, more to be dreaded than the nul- 
doubt the constitutional power of Congress to reduce the | lification of South Carolina. The inference to be drawn 
quantum of protection to the manufacturers, or thej from this declaration, Mr. D. presumed to be, that as the 
amount of taxation to be levied upon the people. Has it| physical force of the North and East exceeded that of the 
already come to this? said Mr. D. Are we now to choose | South, it was, therefore, more to be dreaded, as it was 
between the alternatives of dissolving the Union, or of] more competent to effect its object. If this spirit could 
rejecting this tariff bill? Does the permanence of our] be excited by the passage of the bill; if it was to drive 
free and renowned institutions depend upon our granting | those who were inflamed by it to the desperate extremes 
as many dollars and cents for the protection of domestic | which had been represented, then, according to the gen- 
industry as its advocates shall prescribe to the legislature?|tleman from Massachusetts, should this bill pass. The 
He could not, Mr. 1D. said, and would not, believe that| North and the East would no longer regard themselves as 
motives so degrading could operate upon the people in| bound by the federal compact, and the Union would be 
any section of the United States. dissolved. 

After a few remarks in reply to some observations of| Mr. D. appealed to the committee, whether observa- 
Mr. Buaess on the subject of the numerous persons who| tions such as these were not more reprehensible than the 
would be thrown out of employment in the event of the; doctrines of South Carolina. Whether she was right or 
protection afforded to the Eastern manufacturers being | wrong in her assertion of the right of nullification, (and 
withdrawn, Mr. D. proceeded to notice another part of the | that he thought her radically wrong, he had never hesi- 
speech of the gentleman from Massachusetts. ‘That gen-| tated to avow,) her resistance to the legislation of Con- 
tleman had said that the bill had been introduced by the| gress proceeded from the enactment of laws which three- 
Committee of Ways and Means, from the apprehension of} fourths of South Carolina and of the Southern States be- 
a coalition with the nullifiers of South Carolina. Mr. D. | lieved to be unconstitutional, whereas the resistance with 
replied that this was not the’ first time that he had dis-| which we were menaced from the North and from the 

claimed, nor would it probably be the last time that he| East, would be founded upon the passage ofa law, the 
should disclaim the doctrine of nullification. He regard. |constitutionality of which they could not question. 
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Mr. D. would say a few words upon that part of the 
argument of the gentleman from Massachusetts which re- 
lated to the protection afforded by the constitution to the 
South. In the second section of the first article of the 
constitution, a representative to Congress is granted to 
the Southern States for three-fifths of their slaves, and as 
an equivalent for this concession, they are liable to the 
payment of direct taxes, in a ratio apportioned to that 
represeritation. This was a compromise assented to when 
the constitution was adopted, and was one, among other 
instances contained in that instrument, of the mutual con- 
cessions and compromises, upon whieh it was established. 
As the South obtained a larger representation than their 
free population entitled them to, in return they were 
bound to discharge a proportionably greater share of di- 
rect taxation. These were the conditions of the com- 
pact. They were fairly and voluntarily entered into; they 
were considered to be expedient when they were ratified, 
and, at this day, none of the contracting parties have a 
right to complain of them. 

As to the other species of protection, by the provisions 
of the fourth section of the fourth article of the constituti- 
tion, upon which the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
so much enlarged, Mr. D. observed that this protection 
was rather nominal than real; that the Southern States 
placed no reliance upon it; that they were confident that 
they were able to protect themselves; and he felt assured 
that if they believed that the security of the tenure Ly 
which they held their slaves, depended upon the succor 
which they were constitutionally authorized to require 
from the Union, they would abandon all hope of retaining 
their slaves in subjection. 

Mr. D. then commented at some length, and with con- 
siderable acrimony, upon certain passages in a report and 
resolutions of the Legislature of Mrssachusetts, relating to 
the bill before the committee; but having subsequently 
ascertained that the report and resolutions were inaccu- 
rately transcribed in the paper in which he had read them, 
and that they did not contain the passages which he had 
censured, we have, at his request, omitted to publish that 
part of his speech. 

[On a subsequent day, Mr. D. took occasion to make an 
explanation in relation to the expressions used by him res- 
pecting language which he had erroneously understood 
to be contained in the resolutions of the Massachusetts Le- 
gislature, and which he afterwards discovered not to be 
in that paper; he fully retracted what he had said, and 
expressed, in very complimentary terms, his high regard 
for that State and her citizens. ] 

Mr. D., in concluding, said that he should not examine 
the details of this bill; that it never had been his intention 
to do so before the committee; that he had risen solely 
in consequence of some of the remarks of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts; and that in giving his vote he should 
be influenced by the provisions of the bill, and not at all 
by the situation of South Carolina; and he trusted that 
no members would be drawn from the path of their duty, 
by irrelative and inflammatory remarks, but that they 
would be led by those motives of justice and expediency 
which, as legislators, they were bound to obey. 

Mr. ADAMS was about to reply, when 

Mr. PATTON obtained the floor, but gave way for a 
motion for the rising of the committee. 

And the House adjourned. 


Tvurspay, Feprvany 5. 

The morning business having been gone through, the 
House passed to the orders of the day, and again resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, Mr. Warne in the 
chair, and resumed the consideration of the 


TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. PATTON, of Virginia, rose and said that he had} 
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not intended, until the evening before, to ask the attey. 
tion of the committee to any observations of his upon the 
important measure now under discussion. 

He did not now propose to enter upon any examina. 
tion of the general principles of the American system, 
He concurred in the sentiment which had been express. 
ed, and he believed was universally entertained in the 
House, that no argument, on either side, was likely to 
produce a change of opinion, either as to the constitu. 
tionality or unconstitutionality, the expediency or iney. 
pediency, as a measure of national policy and justice, of 
that system. For ten or twelve years these questions, in 
all their aspects, had engaged the deliberations, not only 
of Congress, but of the people of the United States, and 
with continually increasing anxiety and solemnity. Those 
who were not by this time satisfied upon these questions, 
must be either above, or below,-or beyond, the reach of 
argument. 

In the progress of the discussion, not only hostility of 
interest, and consequent collision of opinion, between 
different classes of men, have developed themselves, but 
they have unfortunately assumed a sectional location, out 
of which have arisen geographical parties, who, pushing 
their opinions to extremes, have brought about a state of 
things which, in the opinion of cool, reflecting men, is 
more menacing to the peaceful continuance of the Union, 
than any which has ever existed since the establishment 
of independence. 

So long, said Mr. P., as the discussion pursued the or. 
dinary path, I, in common with most of those with whom 
I act on this subject, abstained and intended to refrain 
from contributing to a debate which, confined almost ex- 
clusively to the opponents of the bill, they seemed (is. 
posed, for reasons best known to themselves, to protract 
to an almost interminable length. Our course was to wait 
patiently until this fide of discussion should have an ebb, 
and avoid saying any thing that, by possibility, might tend 
to increase that excitement of feeling, so unfriendly to 
a peaceful and harmonious adjustment of this distracting 
contest, until some decisive indication was given by this 
body as to its intention to do any thing calculated to 
ameliorate the grievances of which the South complained. 

The debate, however, has suddenly taken a new and 
unexpected turn, on the motion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill, a motion which, if successful, levelled 
a fatal blow at all prospect of conciliation and peace, and 
which he has thought proper to accompany with remarks 
of a character, uttered in a temper, and indicating s 
spirit, in my judgment, extremely unsuited to the occa- 
sion, the crisis in the affairs of the country, and the 
source from which they proceeded: remarks, which I 
concur with the honorable gentleman from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Drayton] in considering as well calculated as 
any that could have been uttered, to throw a firebrand 
into our councils, to add fuel to a flame already burn- 
ing too fiercely, and to arouse passions, and exasperate 
prejudices, which it ought to be the business of every 
patriot to do all in his power to extinguish, to allay, 
and subdue. Standing here as the representative in part 
of a State, which, by her Legislature, has so recently 
manifested, with almost unexampled unanimity, her de- 
sire to preserve peace, by entreating both parties to the 
impending conflict, to forbear from proceeding to extre- 
mities; which has expended so much blood and treasure 
in defending and maintaining the liberties of these States; 
and contributed so largely, both in council and in action, 
towards creating and preserving, and has so deep a stake 
in the continuance of this Union, it was impossible to sup- 
press the expression of my surprise, regret, and alarm, 
at the spirit displayed so unexpectedly by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

ror what purpose I know not, it has seemed good to 
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him to draw into this discussion topics which have nothing 
to do with the bill before this committee, and to invite 
us, by the course of his remarks, to enter upon that wide 
field of political metaphysics which, from another a 
oltica 


had been unfortunately spread out upon the 
arena prematurely, unnecessarily, and, in my judgment, 
unwisely. I allude to the President’s proclamation. 


The gentleman has avowed opinions, in relation to one 
of those questions, which have thus been presented to 
the American public, involving some principles in re- 


lation to the origin and character of this Government, 


which the State of Virginia has uniformly and strenu- 
_ ously denied to be true, and which I feel it my duty, con- 
curring, as I do, in this opinion, and since no other of 
her delegation have chosen to do so, not to permit to 
pass without entering my protest against, and making 
I shall confine myself 


an humble effort to refute them. 
to those topics which the gentleman has drawn into dis- 


> cussion, and will not enter upon any of the others con- 


nected with them in the document to which I have al- 


; ready referred; and for the full discussion of all the the- 


ories contained in which, a more suitable occasion will be 
afforded, in all probability, during the session. 
The proposition which he asserts, in substance, is, 


) that this Government is a completely sovereign Govern- 


ment, created by the people of the United States, as one 


people, and exercising its powers by the authority of 


the people, as one political community. And by what 
argument does he sustain this proposition? It is founded 
exclusively upon a part of the preamble of the constitu- 
tion, ** We, the people of the United States.” And he 


| says that, not to admit the truth of his proposition, is 


** to’ give the lie”? to the express declaration of the con- 


© stitution itself. Sir, it seems to me that a candid exami- 


nation of this part of the preamble, as well as every other 


> part of it, leads to an opposite conclusion; and that, to 


admit the interpretation contended for by him, is not only 


) to pervert the obvious sense of the passage he relies on, 
| but **to give the lie,” to borrow the gentleman’s lan- 
» guage, to the whole preamble, to the article of ratifica- 
| tion, and to the most notorious historical facts. 
| pression of ‘* We, the people of the United States,” was 


This ex- 


objected to by Patrick Henry, in the Virginia Conven- 
tion called to consider of the ratification of the constitu- 
tion, as justifying the inference that a consolidated Go- 
vernment was intented to be created. And he asked 
by what authority the convention had used the expres- 
sion ** We, the people,” instead of ‘* We, the States.” 
He was answered by Mr, Madison, also a member of that 


; convention, who had then recently been a member of the 


convention who framed the constitution, who had taken a 
prominent part in forming, and has since done more to 
rescue it from the perversions and misconstructions to 
which it has, at different times, been exposed, than any 
man living or dead. This is his language: 

‘*Who are the parties to it? (the constitution.) The 
people; but not the people as composing one great body, 
but the people as composing thirteen sovereignties. 
Were it, as the gentleman asserts, a consolidated Govern- 
ment, the assent of a majority of the people would be 
sufficient for its establishment; and as a majority have 
adopted it already, the remaining States would be bound 
by the act of a majority, evenif they unanimously repro- 
bated it. Were it such a Government as is now suggest- 
ed, it would be now binding on the people of this State, 
without having had the privilege of deliberating upon it. 


Should all the States adopt it, it will then be a Govern- 
ment established by the thirteen States of America, hot 
by the intervention of the Legislature, but by the people 


at large.’ 


I should be glad to know what is the difference be- 
tween these two expressions, ‘‘we, the people of the 
United States,” and ** we, the people of the States unit- 
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ed.” Do they not express the same idea? Do they not 
both assert precisely the same historical fact, viz. that the 
union of the States was assented to by the people of the 
States, as such? 

Let us look a little further into this preamble. "What 
did * the people of the United: States” propose to do? 
Why, to form a more perfect union, kc. Now, whoever 
heard of a union of people in a political association? The 
term union, applied to States, is intelligible and appro- 
priate. It was, then, the people of the States who agreed 
to the union of the States. The whole amount of it was 
that they resolved to continue the union, which existed 
before under the articles of confederation, and to make 
that union more perfect. This union, it is admitted by 
the gentleman,. constituted a mere confederacy; but the 
origin of both 1s the same; created alike by the authority 
of the States; their assent being given, in one case, by 
the State Governments; in the other, by the people of 
each State. And what was it that, in this last case, was 
created? a constitution for the people of America? a con- 
stitution for the people of the United States? No; neither; 
but, as the preamble itself declares, ‘* a constitution for 
the United States.”” This was not a new name even for 


the Government; the first section of the articles of confe- 
deration declares that ‘the style of this confederacy shall 


be the United States of America.” ‘ 
This view of the question is fully sustained by an au- 
thority which, in Virginia, has always been regarded as 


entitled to the highest respect, ‘and cannot fail to be so 


regarded every where, for the ability with which it treats 
of the origin and character of the Government, and the 
lucid manner in which it expounds those doctrines of con- 
stitutional construction upon which the republican party 
I beg leave to read a passage 
which places this matter, which Iam now considering, in 
a clear light. 2 : 

In support of that branch of the third resolution of 
1798, which affirms ‘that the States are parties to the 
constitution,” after enumerating the various senses in 
which the term ‘ States” is used in the constitution, and, 
among others, that, ‘‘lastly, it means the people compos- 
ing those political societies in their highest sovereign 
capacity,” the report drawn by Mr. Madison proceeds 
thus: ‘*In the present instance, whatever different con- 
structions of the term ‘ States,” in the resolution, may 
have been entertained, all will at last concur in that last 
mentioned, because in that sense the constitution was 
submitted to the **States;” in that sense the ‘* States” 
ratified it; and in that sense of the term ‘* States,” they 
are consequently parties to the compact, from which the 
power of the Federal Government results. This is, in 
truth, nothing more than a condensed statement of histo- 
rical facts. 

The article of ratification found at the close of the con- 
stitution seems to me to confute the interpretation for 
which he contends. The ratification of nine States shall 
be ** sufficient for the establishment of this constitution 
between the States so ratifying the same;’’ not over the 
people of America, or over the people of the United 
States even, but between the States so ratifying the same. 
The charter itself thus, at the end of it, declaring, in une- 
quivocal terms, its character, when formed, to be a govern- 
ment between States, asin the preamble it had deduced its 
own origin from, and declared its object to be for a union 
of States. Compare this article of ratification, and the 
preamble of the constitution, with the old articles of con- 
federation. They are called ‘‘ articles of confederation 
and perpetual union between the States of New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts Bay,” &c, &c., naming the whole 
thirteen; their style was, as before stated, ** the United 
States of America.”” They were then, ‘articles of con- 
federation and perpetual union between the United States 
of America;” and so this constitution was established ‘* be- 
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tween the United States of America.” I put it to any 
candid man to say if there can be a distinction made be- 
tween the foundation and origin of the two Governments, 
as to the question whether they were compacts between 
States. The source from which both Governments were 
derived was the same. The articles of confederation con- 
stituted a Government for the confederacy as much as 
the constitution constitutes a Government for the Union. 
They are both Governments—constitutional Govern- 
ments—coinpacts between sovereign States. They differ 
as to the extent of the powers conferred upon the Go- 
vernment, and in the mode in which those powers are 
to be exercised: in one case, the action of the Govern- 
ment being upon the States; in the other, upon the citi- 
zens directly. In its mode of action, this Government 
is partly national, and partly federal; in its origin and 
foundation, it is wholly federal. The States created— 
the States preserve—the States alone can reform, alter, 
or abolish it, 

The honorable gentleman says, and he seemed to be 
transported into the regions of poetry at the thought, 
that ‘‘there isa moral grandeur and sublimity” in the 
idea of this great Government over the whole people as 
one people. I will not dispute with him about a matter 
of taste, though it seems to me to be an essential ingre- 
dient in the grandeur and sublimity of an idea of Govern- 
ment, that it should have some foundation*in truth. If 
the picture of moral grandeur and sublimity presented to 
the mind by this imaginary Government of one people 
was only completed, as there is some reason to appre- 
hend it will be, by engrafting upon the constitution, and 
establishing in practice, the ‘* common defence” doctrine 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, and the ‘ general 
welfare” doctrine by which the gentleman from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Burczs] resolves all questions of constitu- 
tional power, then we should have established a vast 
consolidated empire, with a Government of unlimited 
powers, apparently the consummation of the hopes and 
efforts of one class of politicians in this country. Let me 
oppose to this idea of moral grandeur and sublimity the 
sentiment of the venerable sage and patriot of Montpelier, 
who says, in that report which I have already quoted, 
that ‘*it adds to the stability and dignity, as well as to 
the authority of the constitution, that it rests on the legi- 
timate and solid foundation,” derived from its being form- 
ed by ‘‘the sanction of the States, given by each in its 
sovereign Capacity.” 

It may suit the fancy of a poct to revel in the ‘moral 
grandeur and sublimity of an idea” of Government which} 
exists only in the imagination—the offspring of fiction; | 
but, to my mind, there is something more grand and ele- 
yating in the contemplations of a statesman who admires} 
the stability and dignity of a Government resting upon 
the solid basis of truth and reality. 

I will proceed to reply to some other portions of the 
gentleman’s remarks. A new, I believe perfectly new, 
and most extraordinary argument is advanced by him in 
favor of the protection which he claims for domestic 
manufactures. 


It is claimed as an equivalent for the protection inal 
(as is alleged) by the constitution to the slave interest of | 


the South. Far be it from me to undervalue the benefits| 
conferred upon the South, no less than other parts of the | 
country, by this Union, I have endeavored to calculate | 
its value, and deem it incalculable. I should regard its| 
dissolution as one of the greatest evils which could befall, 
not ourselves and our posterity only, but the whole hu-| 
man family; it would blast forever the best hopes of the | 
friends of freedom throughout the world, and extinguish | 
the fire of liberty upon all the altars on which it has been| 
kindled by our example and our success. The benefi- 
cent protection afforded by the Union is, that it is the 
bond of domestic tranquility, the safeguard against intes- 
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tine commotions and civil wars, and the arm of oy, 
defence against foreign aggression. But the only jug 
and legitimate protection which this Government, or any 
other Government, can extend to individuals or classes of 
individuals, is to secure them in the enjoyment of the 
fruits of their own industry; in the unfettered exercise 
of their own skill and enterprise, gnd in the pursuit of 
their own happiness in their own way; with this restyic. 
tion only, in the language of the maxim of the civil law, 
that they shall so use their own as not to injure that oj 
another. This great rule is the corner stone of ever 
well constructed edifice of Government. I believe the 
Government of this Union was designed by its framers to 
rest on this solid and just foundation; and if it were thy 
administered, it would secure all the purposes for which 
it was formed; *‘establish justice, ensure domestic tray 
quillity, provide for the common defence, promote {|x 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity.” But when any Gover. 
ment imposes burdens upon the community which the 
legitimate purposes of the Government do not call for— 
takes money out of the pockets of the people at large, 
not required for public uses, but for the benefit of a par. 
ticular class of individuals, its action is essentially unjust 
and tyrannical, no matter under what former pretexts it 
isdone. And, sir, when a claim is made to persevere in 
a system of unequal and unjust taxation, (as we of the 
South regard the tariff system to be,) even at the hazard 
of civil war, upon the allegation that.the South receives 
an equivalent for these exactions in some peculiar prot 

tion which is afforded by the constitution and the Union 
to our slave interest, I feel it to be proper to meet the a. 
sertion and argument on the threshold, and to examine i 
it has any foundation in the constitution. I deny it utter! 

The gentleman from Massachusetts has referred to 1. 
rious provisions of the constitution as sustaining him 
this novel position. 

1st. The provision by which, in apportioning represen- 
tation among the States, it is required that three-fifths 
the slaves shall be enumerated. 

2d. The fourth section of the fourth article of the con- 
stitution, which provides that the United States shall, ‘on 
application of the Legislature or of the Executive,” whe: 
the Legislature cannot be convened ‘* protect each” Stat 
‘‘against domestic violence.” 

3d. The authority given to Congress to raise and si 
port armies and a navy. 

As to the first, I need hardly remind this committee 
and certainly not the gentleman from Massachusetts, tliat 
the question as to the proper basis of taxation and repre- 
sentation, in relation to the slave interest of the § 
was coeval with the declaration of independence. Imm 
diately after that event, the articles of confederation w 
discussed in the old Congress of ’76. The article relat 
ing to this matter, as originally proposed, and fi 
adopted, provided, that ‘‘all charges of war, and ot 
expenses incurred for the common defence and ge! 
welfare, &c. shall be defrayed out of a common tr 
ry,” tobe ‘supplied by the several colonies in pro} 
tion to the number of inhabitants of every age, sex, ‘ 
quality,” &c. It was proposed by Mr. Chase, of Mary 
land, to amend it so’that the quota should be fixed by th« 
number of the white inhabitants. 

It is a curious piece of political history, especially ta 
in connexion with a sentiment expressed by the ¢ 
man from Massachusetts, that, in the decision of 
son all the slave-holding States, Delaware, M 
lan¢ 
divided,) voted in favor of the amendment; and 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connect 
New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, all suos' 
tially non-slave-holding States, voted against the am 
ment, and rejected it. It is worth while to notice 


» Virginia, North and South Carolina, (Georgia bells 
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argument by which this decision was sustained, and for 
this purpose I will read an extract from one of the most 
distinguished, eloquent, and (notwithstanding that the 
violence of party spirit induced many to undervalue his 
services and character, ) I will say one of the most patri- 
otic of our revolutionary men. 

I read from the speech of Mr. John Adams. He ob- 
serves: ‘That the number of people were taken, by 
this article, as an index of the wealth of the State, and 
not as subjects of taxation; that, as to this mattes, it was 
of no consequence by what name you called your people, 
whether by that of freemen or slaves; that, in some coun- 
tries the laboring poor were called freemen, in others 
they were called slaves; but that the difference, as tothe 
State, was imaginary only. What matters it whether a) 
landlord employing ten laborers on his farm, gives them 
annually as*much money as will buy them the necessaries 
of life, or gives them those necessaries at short hand? 
The ten laborers add as much wealth annually to the 
State—increase its exports as much in the one case as the 
other. Certainly, five hundred freemen produce no more 
profits, no greater supplies for the payment of taxes, 
than five hundred slaves; therefore the State in which the 
laborers are called freemen, should be taxed no more 
than that in which they are called slaves. Suppose, by 
an extraordinary operation of nature, or of law, one-half 
of the laborers of a State could, in the course of one 
night, be transformed into slaves; would the State be 
made poorer, or less able to pay taxes? That the condi- 
tion of the laboring poor in most countries, that of the 
fisherman, particularly of the Northern States, is as ab- 
ject as that of slaves,” &c. 

Here is the argument (in which there is certainly great 
force) upon which the southern States were taxed, from 
the beginning, in proportion to their whole slave popula- 
tion. It goes to prove that both kinds of labor ought to} 
contribute to the support of Government equally; and 
authorizes the inference, asa legitimate deduction, that 
they are entitled to the same kind and degree of protec- 
tion, and in the same mode—by being represented. But 
the argument here is that a different and additional pro- 
tection is to be given to the labor of the North, and that 
too at the expense of the labor of the South, though the 
eharacter of the labor is the same as to the State, as well 
as the actual condition of the laborer. 

There was no inconsistency in the course and opinions 
of the distinguished man whose argument I have just 
quoted. Immediately after the decision referred to, came 
on another question: how the States should be repre- 
sented in the Congress of the confederacy? He spoke in 
favor of each State voting in proportion to the numbers 
of her people. Some of them who had voted for taxing 
us, according to the number of our inhabitants, and who 
represented large States, were in favor of voting in pro- 
portion to the number of free inhabitants. On this ques- 
tion the interests of the small States preponderated; and 
it was settled that each State should have one vote. 

In the Convention these questions again arose; and the 
arrangement of the subjects of taxation and representa- 
tion, in reference to the slaves, constituted one of those 
distracting subjects of controversy which brought the 
Convention to the verge of dissolution without agreeing 
toa plan of Government. It could not but produce diffi- 
culty; it was not a question that could be settled by any 
rule of abstract right. For, to borrow again the lan- 
guage of Mr. Adams, in the same debate, ‘* Reason, jus- 
tice, and equity, never had weight enough, on the face 
of the earth, to govern the councils of men; it is interest 
alone which does it, and it is interest alone which can be 
trusted; that, therefore, the interests within doors should 


be the mathematical representatives of the interests with- 
out doors.’’* 


* Memoirs and correspondence of Jefferson, vol, 1, page 27, 


| ginia, in the cause of peace and harmony. 








The representatives of the slave-holding States, in the 
Convention, as well as those of the non-slave-holding 
States, were fully sensible of this truth; and, by their 
course in that body, gave a new illustration of it; the in- 
terests without doors were represented by interests within; 
and the slave-holding States insisted that they were enti- 
tled to representation for their whole slave population; 
and the free States, that the slaves should not be counted 
at all. This contest resulted in the adoption of the rule 
of apportioning representation and direct taxes by the 
same ratio, and estimating three-fifths only of those slaves 
in regard to each. On what authority, then, does the 
gentleman refer to this clause of the constitution, as con- 
ferring peculiar protection to the slave interest in the 
South? Why may not we, with as much propriety, insist 
that it had secured to the labor of the North an advantage 
to which it was not entitled; and, for which, in the ad- 
ministration of the Government, we ought to have an 
equivalent? Instead of having our whole population re- 
presented, as we thought it ought to have been, and for 
which we had the authority of Mr. Adams, we insisted 
only upon a part being represented, while the whole po- 
pulation of the North was told. It was the result of that 
spirit of compromise which presided in the formation of 
the constitution; which, on several occasions, since its 
establishment, has effected its preservation; which must 
be invoked again, and now; and will not be invoked in 
vain, if the professions of devotion to the Union are as 
sincere as they are loud, frequent, and ostentatious. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts tells us, if the bar- 
gain were to be made over again, he would not make that 
com; romise. I do not wonder at all at it. If that un- 
yielding spirit of fortitude (as he calls it) which he has 
manifested, had prevailed in the convention, or a tithe 
part of it, we should never have had this glorious Union, 
which he now professes so much anxiety to preserve. If 
his spirit of fortitude be substituted for their spirit of con- 
cord and conciliation, and his doctrines, as to the power 
and authority of the Government, prevail, it requires lit- 
tle foresight to perceive that the Government must end, 
sooner or later, either in an irretrievable dissolution of the 
bonds of the Union, or be converted into one vast conso- 
lidated Government; which would be the sure and speedy 
precursor of a military despotism. 

Sir, I had fondly hoped that, at this momentous epoch, 
Massachusetts would have been found standing by Vir- 
I could not 
fail to remember, with lively sensibility, their early and 
constant association in the struggle for independence. 
Together they rocked in the cradle of the revolution; to- 
gether they nursed and fostered the glorious offspring of 
that revolution—the union of these States—while it was 
rearing into vigor and maturity. They have differed, 
indeed, but I trust in no hostile spirit, as to the proper 
construction of the title-deeds, and the most judicious 
mode of managing the estate. Yet, I did hope that, ani- 
mated by the same holy and ardent love of justice and 
liberty, they would yet be found standing together again, 
and employing their moral and political strength in the 
preservation of the noble inheritance of union from being 
despoiled by the hand of injustice, or its existence de- 
stroyed by the hand of violence. Sir, that hope is gone. 

The spirit which is here indicated was not that which 
animated the venerated band of sages, heroes, and patri- 
ots, who composed the convention; they had not yet 
learned to forget—they were deeply imbued with that 
fraternal sympathy and affection which had been gene- 
rated in the hearts of the American people, by their 
common suffering—their common perils—their common 
triumphs in a common cause. When the old confederacy 
was upon the eve of falling to pieces, and from causes 
which would have led inevitably to conflicts between the 
parties to it, the members of that convention, many of 
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whom had hazarded their lives, sacrificed their fortunes, 
and, in the cabinet or in the field, given their support to 
the cause to which they had pledged their sacred honor, 
came forward, and, with true and genuine fortitude, laid 
upon the altar of their country their prejudices, their 
passions, and their local interests. The idea of resortin 
to arms for the purpose of avoiding the apprehende 
conflicts and quieting the existing disputes, was the last 
that would have entered into their minds. It was the 
alternative most abhorred, and to prevent which almost 
every thing was to be yielded. 

But now, when a crisis scarcely less appalling is per- 
ceived by all to exist, what is the spirit displayed—the 
sort of *‘ fortitude’ recommended to us as more worthy 
of admiration even than the fear of doing injustice? 
Every exasperating topic, calculated to inflame passion 
and ‘Trighten away harmony, is sought for, and forced 
into the debate; and we have an exhibition of fortitude 
which, if it does not delight in, is determined to do nothing 
to prevent, a civil commotion; fortitude which enables gen- 
tlemen, rather than make any concession, rather than 
make any change even in the form of a law, to rejoice in 
the prospect of making an experiment of the strength of 
the Government, as philosophers kill rats in an air-pump 
to illustrate the truths of science; and with cold-blooded 
indifference regard the approach of a conflict between 
Governments in arms, which, if it shall once begin, no 
eye hath seen, nor ear heard, nor can any tongue ade- 
quately tell, its termination, or all its train of unuttera- 
ble horrors. This is not the fortitude of patriots and 
statesmen, but that of professors and poets turned poli- 
ticians; those 

——* Heroes of the last disclosure,” (the very last,) 


** Who look on blood and carnage with due composure.” 
Dermot MeMorrogh, 


The gentleman, in the next place, deduces an argu- 
ment in favor of this notion, that some peculiar protec- 
tion is afforded to the slave interest of the South, from 
that provision of the constitution which stipulates that the 
United States shall protect each State against domestic 
violence. Is an opposition to the State laws and State 
authorities, by ‘* domestic violence,’”? more likely to arise 
in the slave-holding States than in the non-slave-holding 
States? Ideny it. Let it be proved. Virginia has been a 
slave-holding State, or community, for upwards of two 
hundred years. During all that time, there has never 
been any rising of the slaves against their masters of a 
character so formidable as to require any foreign aid 
whatever; none which could not have been suppressed ina 
few days by the people of the neighborhood, with the ut- 
most ease, without even marshalling the State authorities. 
Indeed, I know of but one event of the kind in the whole 
Southern country, and that was the Southampton tra- 
gedy, which occurred in Virginia a year or two ago, 
This, in truth, was scarcely entitled to be regarded as an 
insurrection at all; it was a truly bloody but aimless out- 
rage of a madman, and a few drunken followers. _ It is 
true, that, under the influence of a temporary panic oc- 
casioned by it, and a thousand unfounded rumors of con- 
templated and concerted risings in other places, an 
extraordinary and unfortunate debate was got up in the 
Virginia Legislature, principally promoted and sustained, 
however, by those who have comparatively no direct in- 
terest in the subject: for there, as here, it so happens 
that the anxiety which is manifested for the safety of the 
owners of slaves against ‘*domestic violence,’”? comes 
principally, not from slave-owners themselves, nor from 
the slave-holding part of the country, but from the gra- 
tuitous, though I dare say amiable solicitude of those who 
have little or no concern in the matter. Shall I be told 
that we have been indebted for our security, while a co- 
lony, to the protection afforded by the mother country, 


and since, by the Union? Unfortunately for the proposi-! 
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tion and the argument, there have been two instances of 
domestic violence against the State or colonial Goyerp. 
ments, by discontented and insurrectionary white mep 
—I mean Bacon’s rebellion, in Virginia; and another of 
a character wholly different, and which I am ashamed ty 
mention in the same connexion—I mean Shay’s insurrec. 
tion in Massachusetts. They were both very formidable, 

1 have an impression on my mind—the gentleman from 
Massachusetts knows as well as any other man whether it 
is well founded or not—that I have seen it stated by some 
authority entitled to confidence, as a part of the political 
history of this Government, that the extent and formida. 
ble character of the resistance to the State authorities jy 
Massachusetts by Shay and his followers, contributed 
very essentially to overcome the reluctance which that 
State felt and manifested to send delegates to the con. 
vention in 1787.* Perhaps this fact may account for the 
peculiar arrangement of the States in voting upon a mo. 
tion made in that convention by a Southern member, to 
strike out the words ‘* domestic violence,” and insert 
‘*insurrections”—probably on the ground that the last 
word more distinctly embraced the kind of domestic vio. 
lence that might be apprehended from the slaves. The 
votes were thus: 

Yxras.—-New Jersey, Virginia, North and South Caro. 
lina, and Georgia. 

Nars.—-New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. 

Perhaps there was no essential difference between the 
two phrases; but it is not at all unlikely that the vote for 
retaining the words in the constitution was given in the 
full and awful recollection of that formidable resistance 
to the State of Massachusetts, which was so extensive 1s, 
in many places, to prevent the administration of justice, 
by driving the judges from their seats, and shutting up 
the court-houses. And it is recorded of one of the judges, 
who happened to be something of a ‘‘ military chieftain” 
too, that he marched into his court at the head of some 
hundreds of the people who stood by the Government 
in the face of a larger body of the rebels assembled t 
prevent him from going on with his business, and used 
this memorable expression on taking his seat: that “he 
would live a judge, or die a general.” 

Gentlemen may rest assured that the people of the 
Southern slaveholding States estimate this vaunted pro- 
tection to our slave interest so far as it is regarded as fur- 
nishing us any peculiar safeguard, unconnected with the 
general blessings of union, as of very little worth. | ex- 
pect there is not a Southern man within the sound of my 
voice who will not bear me out in the expression of the 
opinion that there is no people on earth who live in less 
apprehension from ** domestic violence” than the people 
of the South. In support of this opinion, I beg leave to 
read a passage from a work which contains an able, com- 
prehensive, and philosophical analysis of all those ques- 
tions of slavery, colonization, abolition, &c. which I would 
most earnestly and respectfully request our Northern 
friends to peruse in a candid and dispassionate temper. 
If they will do so, I think they will at least be convinced 
that there is no occasion for them to suffer so much kind 
and anxious solicitude for our safety, or the comfort of 
our slaves, 

I read from Professor Dew’s Review of the Debate in 
the Virginia Legislature, in 1831 and 1832: 

‘© We believe there was not a single citizen in Virgina 


* Since making these remarks, I find the fact stated by me fe!!y 
sustained by Marshall's Life of Washington, page 111, 5th volume; 
and the insurrection described as much more extensive and alarming 
than I represented it. he anecdote mentioned by me is told of 4 
Colonel Cobb, almost in the language used by me, In the account 
given of the rebellion, it is stated, on the authority of Colone! Lee 
that ‘*a majority of the people of Massachusetts are in opposit 
the Government. Some of the leaders avow the subversion of it | 
their objcet, together with the abolition of debts, the division of pre 
perty, and a reunion with Great Britain,” &e, 
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_ have no cccasion for constitutional protection against 
| ** domestic violence,” while we shall be compelled to 


eres 


' this matter at this time, lest one of the Southern States, 


| become refractory, should have a triumph, and this Go- 
_ vernment should lose so favorable an opportunity of ma- 
| nifesting its energy, by sending the army, the navy, and 


| high-minded, gallant, and talented representatives of 
' that State on this floor;’’” ‘to make all her rivers run 


| population;” and this spectacle is thus almost invoked 
| by one gentleman in language which ‘‘ Danton, Marat, 









| acts of lawless outrage and desperation, and having to be 


' that this unjust and unequal system shall be continued; 


_ the adoption of his motion, in order that the authorities 
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of the South is furnished by the standing army and navy, 
on the score of which we ought to acquiesce in the pro- 
tection of domestic manufactures. 

And does the North derive no benefit from the army 
and navy? Is it for the South to be reproached with the 
expense of keeping up the army and navy? It has been 
a standing reproach against us that we were not willing 
to consent to a sufficiently large force being kept up. 
The State of Virginia gave very strong evidence of her 
indisposition to have a standing army, and that she did 
not want any such protection. One of the amendments 
proposed by her convention, at the time of the adoption 
of the constitution, was, ‘‘ that no standing army or regu- 
lar troops shall be raised or kept up in time of peace, 
without the consent of two-thirds of the members present 
in both Houses.” The present army is a mere skeleton, 
and the navy is inconsiderable in point of strength, though 
it has attracted universal favor by its valor and achieve- 
ments. But what are they? Not raised or kept up, cer- 
tainly, for the purpose of giving protection to the slave 
interest of the South; they are the fruits of the ** second 
war of independence,” as it has been called, and which 
certainly did much to establish our national character 
abroad. 

This was a Southern war, waged for the protection of 
Northern interests; for ‘‘ Free trade and sailors’ rights.” 
And what have we got? Restricted trade, and our ship- 
ping and commercial interests heavily burdened. 

And now the army and navy, which is kept up in case 
of future national emergencies, and which, in all quarters, 
has been assented to in consequence of the experience of 
the want of such establishments at the commencement of 
the war, is to be charged to the Southern States, ahd to 
constitute a reason for subjecting their industry to perma- 
nent and unequal taxation. And what is to be done with 
them now? This army and navy is to be employed to 
crush one of the Southern States—to make “all her 
rivers run red with thé blood” of her gallant people; and 
this for the mere purpose of proving the strength of this 
Government, and illustrating the value of the Union. This 
is, indeed, protection: ‘* but it is such protection as vul- 
tures give to lambs, covering and devouring them.” 

Let me not be misunderstood. Iam not either the ad- 
vocate or apologist of the proceedings of South Carolina. 
I do not believe in her doctrine of Stateinterposition. Far 
from it. I believe it false in theory, and that in practice 
it must be disastrous; inevitably ending in force or separa- 
tion, and perhaps both. The measures that have been 
adopted there, are, in my estimation, rash, precipitate, 
and unconstitutional. The citizens of these States cannot, 
I think, be justified in resisting the regular and lawful au- 
thority of this Government by any law or ordinance of the 
State, so long as the State itself remains a member of the 
Union. And this Government has no discretion but to go 
on and execute the laws which are sanctioned by all its 
constituted authorities. 

Whenever I am called upon to act on that question, 
painful as the duty may be, if the attitude now assumed 
by South Carolina be persevered in, or should be assumed 
by any other State, as a member of this House, as a re- 
presentative of the State of Virginia, I shall feel impelled 
by the duty I owe to the constitution which I have sworn 
to support, to give my sanction to any safe, prudent, and 
constitutional measure to enable this Government to exe- 
cute its laws, taking care to adopt such only as are neces- 
sary and best calculated to avoid collision. I have ever, 
in public and private, cherished a disposition to acquiesce 
in the constitutionally expressed will of the majority, so 
long as that acquiescence does not sink into submission, to 
deliberate, palpable, and dangerous injustice and oppres- 
sion. Ina Government of opinion, such as ours, covering 
so vast an extent of territory, it is vain to expect that 
there will not arise great diversity of sentiment, and much 





who felt any alarm from the negroes previous to the 
Southampton tragedy, and we believe at this moment 
there are very few who feel the slightest apprehension. 
We have no doubt, paradoxical as it may seem to some, 
but-that the population of our slaveholding country enjoys 
as much or more conscious security than any other people 
on the face of the globe. You will find throughout the 
whole slayeholding portion of Virginia, and we believe it 
is the same in the Southern States generally, that the 
houses are scarcely ever fastened at night, so as to be 
completely inaccessible to those without, except in the 
towns. This simple fact is demonstration complete of 
the conscious security of our citizens, and their great con- 
fidence in the fidelity of the blacks.” : 

The only well-grounded cause of apprehension that we 
have, proceeds from the perpetual ne interference of 
deluded, but, I dare say, well-disposed fanatics, who in- 
fest our country with homilies about colonization, aboli- 
tion, and emancipation. Sir, the only protection we have 
ever required, or probably ever will require on this sub- 
ject, is, to ‘*let us alone,” and we will leave the entire 
benefit of the constitutional provision now under consi- 
deration, to our brethren of the North, as a security 
against domestic violence from their laborers, whom this 
tariff system, if carried out and persevered in, will grind 
down, ultimately, to the point of resistance here as well 
as in England, from which it is borrowed, where the starv- 
ing operatives in the manufactories are almost daily found 
lifting their hands against their employers, committing 


dispersed by the bayonets of the military. 

But this protection to us is alleged to be so peculiar and 
important, that it is made the pretext for sustaining a sys- 
tem which, it would seem to be assumed by gentlemen on 
both sides, is almost exclusively injurious to the slave 
labor of the South, and beneficial to that of the North, 
but which, in my opinion, acts injuriously to the labor 
and industry of the country every where, though not in 
an equal degree. 

But, with these apparently avowed effects, it is asked 


that the labor of the North, by means of burcens on the 
slave labor of the South, may be lifted above its natural 
elevation in all other countries, so that the North may 


reduce the comfort of our slaves, by reason of the dimi- 
nished profit of slave labor, to the lowest point of de- 
pression, and thus the danger of ‘* domestic violence” 
increased; and we are to be comforted and pacified with 
the assurance that protection, thus rendered necessary, is 
secured to us by the constitution. 

Such is the character of the mild and beneficent pro- 
tection for which we are to be pursuaded not to act upon 


which is not sufficiently sensible of its value, and has 


the militia, ‘‘to sweep from the face of the earth the 
red with blood, and to exterminate one-half her present 


and Robespierre, might blush to own;’”? and by another, 
who, in a sneering tone, says he wants to see this peaceable 
struggle; and, with heartless irony and derision, urges 


of South Carolina and of this Government may have an 
opportunity of showing the peaceful character of their 


The third source of protection to the slave interest 
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collision of hostile and irreconcilable interests. 1am too|we surely can agree on something, in a spirit of brother. 
deeply sensible of the infirmity of my own judgment, as|ly love, and by making mutual sacrifices of opinion and of 
mae as the intrinsic difficulty and delicacy of many of! interests, which will compose this great strife, now ang 
the questions on which these differences of opinion, and| forever. . 
collisions of interests are manifested, to countenance the} But the great argument against the passage of this bil! 
bigotry which would denounce all who differ with me asjis, that South Carolina is in a menacing attitude; that jt 
seduced by folly or actuated by knavery. I am not, | would be to yield to unmanly fear to accede to her de. 
therefore, prepared to buckle on my armor for the pur-} mands; that it would be to give up all she asks; and tha 
pose of resisting every measure which I deem unautho-| it is unbecoming the dignity of the Government for us to 
rized, and which operates injuriously to my interests.” But} comply with demands made by South Carolina with arms 
there are limits to the respect which is due to the con-|in her hands. I do not design toadd any thing to what has 
troiling authority of a majority: ‘to be rightful, it must/ been already so ably and eloquently said by the gentle. 
be just.” It must be exercised in a spirit of moderation|men from New York and Georgia [Messrs. Verriaycx 
and forbearance. Constitutional ©>vernments are intend-| and Witpe] in answer to this argument. 
ed to restrain majorities from oppressing minorities. When| I think, on examination, it will be found that all the de. 
these barriers are broken down, and the will of the ma-}clamation, all the denunciatian, all the appeals to passion, 
jority is displayed in infractions of the charter, and in per-|to prejudice, and to pride, which have been so freely 
verting the powers conferred upon it to the purpose of} poured forth from all quarters in support of this argu. 
oppression, it will be time even for temperate men to be-| ment, have no foundation in fact. And, if it were not 
gin to inquire whether ‘*the mask of freedom,” which| impossible to suppose that honorable gentlemen here, at 
will then be worn, ‘‘is any better than the bold uncover-|such a time, could be influenced by such motives, it 
ed front of tyranny.” I speak in no other tone than that | would be difficult to resist the belief that they were used 
in which Virginia claimed her rights when she adopted the |as mere pretexts to inflame and mislead, to deceive our- 
constitution; when she ** declared and made known that]selves and others. 
the powers granted under the constitution, being derived} Does this bill satisfy the demands of South Carolina’ 
from the people of the United States, may be resumed by | Will its passage prostrate the Government at her feet, by 
them whenever the same shall be perverted to their injury | yielding to her menaces every thing she asks’? What 
and oppression.” says the address of the convention of South Carolina ts 
And whenever abuses and usurpations are thus perse-|the people of the United States? ** But we are willing to 
vered in, and a deaf ear is turned to the voice of suppli-| make a large offering to preserve the Union, and, witha 
cation for justice and forbearance, secession will become | distinct declaration that it isa concession on our part. We 
not only a right, but a sacred duty. And, in the language | will consent that the same rate of duty may be imposed 
of Mr. Madison, ** it cannot be doubted that a single|upon the protected articles that shall be imposed upon 
member of the Union, in the extremity supposed, but in| the unprotected; provided that no more revenue be ris. 
that only, would have a right, as an extra and ultra con-|ed than is necessary to meet the demands of the Gover. 
stitutional right,” ‘*to appeal from the caneelled obliga-|ment for constitutional purposes; and provided, als, 
tions of the constitutional compact to the original rights|that a duty substantially uniform be imposed on ali fo- 
and the law of self-preservation.”* reign imports.” This is her ultimatum, lofty enough, 
When that attitude is to be assumed by any State orjand somewhat arrogant. Here is what she asks; with 
number of States, what will be the relations, the rights, | which, as a concession, but with which alone, she will be 
powers, and duties of the co-States and of this Govern-| satisfied. Now, does the bill answer and satisfy this de- 
ment towards the seceding State or States, are queries I|mand? Does it meet, or approach even an equalization 
will not go into further than to say that there will be pre-|of duties upon protected and unprotected articles’ Or 
sented a question of peace or war between sovereignties, |are the rates of duty on all foreign imports substantialiy 
or Governments representing sovereignties ; a question|uniform? No, nothing like it. This bill has been framed 
to be decided, as all such questions must be, in reference by gentlemen on the Committee of Ways and Means 
to all the circumstances of the case when presented, and|from all parts of the Union, as a compromise of the con- 
the consequences which must follow the decision; and to troversy, in which neither side has demanded, or had a 
be settled only by acquiescence, negotiation, or public right to demand, every thing to be yielded to it, which 't 
war. thought strict justice would give. The rates of duty 
It is urged, however, by the gentleman from Massa-| proposed by it vary on the protected and unprotected at- 
chusetts, and probably by other gentlemen, that we/ticles widely, and in favor of the former; and very many, 
ought not to pass any bill, no matter how unobjectiona- |and some considerable subjects of foreign imports, are 
ble in itself; because that would be to confirm the South jadmitted free of duty. South Carolina, 1 have no ques 
Carolina ordinance; because, as I understood the argu-|tion, if the bill passes in some such form as it was report: 
ment, the operation of the ordinance will be obviated by/ed, will abandon the position she hastaken. ‘Thea ho- 
the passage of any bill whatever. This is a considera- | rity of the Government will be sustajned, and there wil 
tion which will recommend to me the passage of almost|be a triumph over nullification. And those gentlemen 
any bill which does not aggravate the inequality or in-|who have made it a stalking-horse from which to declaim 
justice of the present tariff of 1832, which I think it|in favor of the authority of the Government, and to de 
would not be easy todo. I would rejoice at having an|nounce in unmeasured terms the gallant and patriotic 
opportunity, by such (if there be no other) peaceable| people of South Carolina, and her eloquent and high- 
means to postpone a conflict, which Iam so solicitous to| minded politicians, would then be gratified in having ths 
prevent now. I trust, however, that we shall not be sa-|heresy put down; not, to be sure, by using the hempe? 
tisfied with this. If we cannot agree to pass the bill re-|/cords which the honorable gentleman from Pennsy!vsi'4 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means, let us not [Mr. Mvatensvunc} thinks we ought to be preparing 1° 
give up the effort to do something material towards re- the convention and people of South Carolina, whom ” 
storing the tranquillity of the country. Let us reason|characterises as ‘*a handful of conspirators;” not ° 
together, one with another, as men, as brethren, as | ss sweeping from the face of the earth her representatives 
statesmen, and not as mere politicians, or partisans; and]on this floor,” and ** making all her rivers run red with 
the blood” of her people; not by satisfying the philos™ 
s+ wan Any OE Seseat os Sie wn ane erates Coreen ee enone the/phical and humane desire of those who wish to witnes 
petoean Sum ES Se ee ree the experiment of the strength of the Union tried by ! 





a ae ac dal 








A0 


B53. 
her. 
and 


bill 
it it 
de. 
that 
s to 
rms 
has 
itle. 
NCK 

















d of Es 


1633 


Fs. 5, 1833.] 





OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 
The Tariff Bill. 





1634 


{H. of R 








conflict between Governments in arms; but put down 
by the quiet, peaceable, and irresistible power of public 
sentiment, which is more terrible than **an army with 
banners.” . 
Pass the bill, and you will quell the spirit of disorder 
and discontent which has already broken out in almost 
open resistance in one State, and which, stimulated as it 
has been by the ‘false doctrine, heresy, and schism” 
that has mingled in the controversy, there is too much 
reason to fear is spreading into the neighboring States, 
and may break forth into a flame, if, instead of passing 
the bill, and exercising a spirit of forbearance and mode- 
ration, the whole military and naval power of the country 
is employed to punish and subdue a sister State, which, 


F although she ‘‘starts madly from her sphere,” has been 


impelled by what she regards an intolerable extremity of 


> oppression. 


Remember that those neighboring States, Georgia, Ala- 


= bama, North Carolina, Virginia, Mississippi, and perhaps 


Tennessee, concur with her in thinking this oppression 
exists, and, many of them, that the system of which it is 
the fruit, is unauthorized by the constitution. 

Remember, too, that we have it from the authority of 


= the President, and from the Head of the Treasury, and 


from the Committee of Ways and Means, that the revenue 
from the tariff of 1832 will exceed all the legitimate wants 


4 of the Government, estimated upon a liberal scale of ex- 


penditure, by six millions of dollars. And then let me 
ask if it is not enough to make the blood of every free- 


man boil with indignation, that this Government—this 
= Congress—is called upon, in spite of the opinion and the 
= wishes of the Executive Magistrate, and the Head of the 
> Treasury, to persist in exacting millions from the people, 


and not to abate one jot or tittle, even at the hazard of 
drenching the fields of South Carolina with the blood of 
her sons. I beg gentlemen to reflect upon the conse- 
quences, and to hesitate before they take upon themselves 


© so fearful a responsibility. 


Mr. Chairman, the political student in this country, 


| while investigating the origin and spirit of our institu- 
) tions, is naturally led to examine those luminous and pro- 
= found letters under the signature of Publius, written by 
| Messrs. Madison, Hamilton, and Jay, for the purpose of 


recommending the adoption of the federal constitution. 


| One of the leading sentiments inculcated in that sagacious 


work is, that the chief danger to confederacies is from 
anarchy among the members, rather than tyranny in the 


} head. While we may not be prepared to admit this in 
| all its latitude, none who have observed the operations 
| and progress of the Government can fail to acknowledge 


that the whiskey insurrection in Pennsylvania; the oppo- 


sition and resistance to the embargo law of Mr. Jeffer- 


son’s administration in the New England States; the Hart- 
ford Convention during the war; and the lowering storm 
that is now brewing in the South; all attest the truth that 


| great danger is to be apprehended to the stability of the 


Government from the former source. While it is undoubt- 


| edly no less true, that the growing corruptions of this 


Government, the rapid and alarming increase of its pa- 


; tronage, and its continually manifested propensity, in all 
| its departments, to strengthen and amplify its own pow- 
| crs, even to the extent of claiming authority to do every 
; thing which it thinks will promote the common defence 
; and general welfare--thus abrogating, at ‘‘one fell swoop,” 

| all constitutional restraints—give awful proof that there 
; is at least equal danger to the liberties of the people and 


the rights of the States, from tyranny in the head. Let 
us, therefore, ever be mindful, and at this time especially, 
that there may be an excess both of jealousy and confi- 


| dence in this Government; that the centripetal as well as 


to be apprehended. Fully impressed with these senti- 
ments, fet us administer the powers confided to us under 
this constitution, according ‘‘to the plain sense and in- 
tention of the framers of it;”’ neither enlarging them by 
constructive expansion, nor restricting them by construc- 
tive limitation. Thus administered, I believe that the 

eat American system of free confederated republics 

ere established, will be found sufficient, as it is indispen- 
sable, to the perpetuity, peace, and prosperity of this 
whole Union. 

Let us cling to our Union as to the anchor of our poli- 
tical hopes. Let us revere this constitution as the poli- 
tical bark, which is freighted with a rich cargo of every 
thing most precious to us. Thus far, it has ‘‘borne the 
battle and the breeze,” and moved on amidst the war of 
elements, in the full tide of successful experiment. God 
grant that it may yet be guided by wisdom, firmness, 
patriotism, and, above all, by a spirit of mutual forbear- 
ance and conciliation; and so continue its march prosper- 
ously, gloriously, triumphantly. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. Apams 
to strike out the enacting clause of the bill, 

Mr. TAYLOR made a question of order as to the pos- 
sibility of reporting a bill to the House with amendments, 
after the enacting clause had been stricken out. 

The CHAIR decided the motion of Mr. Avams to be 
in order, and cited instances where bills had been report- 
ed in the like circumstances. 

The question was accordingly put, and the vote takén 
by tellers stood as follows: Yeas 68, nays 86. 

So the committee refused to strike out the enacting 
clause. 

Mr. ArrreTon’s amendment, proposing a square yard 
duty on cottons, next came up, and was rejected: Yeas 
70, nays 80. 

Mr. HOWARD moved another in a different form, 
leaving the ad valorem duty at 25, and next year at 20 per 
cent.; and adding a specific duty on plains of 25 cents 
per square yard, on unbleached thread, &c. 60 cents per 
Ib., and colored yarn 75 cents. 

After some discussion this amendment was negatived. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE proposed to graduate the reduction 
on cottons, so as to put the duty at 35 per cent., then at 
30, and then at 25 per cent. permanent. 

This was negatived: Yeas 38, nays not counted. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY moved to put the duty at 40 per 
cent., then 35, and leave it permanent at 30. 

This also was negatived. 

The question was then put on Mr. Wuitt, of New 
York’s amendment, which fixes the duty at 30 per cent., 
then at 35, and leaves it permanent, after 1836, at 20 per 
cent., and was carried by the casting vote of the chair- 
man: Yeas 69, nays 69. 

Mr. JENIFER moved to reduce all the duties on iron 
one-half. Negatived. 

He then moved to strike out all the bill after the enact- 
ing clause, and substitute a provision that the existing 
duty on all articles should remain till March, 1834, after 
which they should suffer a gradual reduction at the rate 
of 10 per cent. annually until the revenue should be re- 
duced to fifteen millions of dollars. This was negatived. 

Mr. DENNY moved to reinstate the duties on iron in 
the bill of 1832. Negatived. 

Mr. REED, of Massachusetts, moved to amend the bill 
in the section respecting tarred cordage, so as to leave 
the duty at four cents. 

This amendment was agreed to: Yeas 77, nays 48. 

He offered another, leaving untarred-cordage at five 
cents, which was agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved to put hemp at 38 dollars till 


centrifugal tendencies of our system are to be vigilantly | 1834, and then at 30 dollars. Negatived. 
. g y | , 8 


E watched and guaréed against; that disunion and consoli- 
dation are evils alike to be avoided, and, perhaps, equally |tion tosalt. Negatived. 


Vou. 1X,—103 


Mr. JEWETT moved to strike out the section in rela- 




























































Bg geo AC er enh nen a 


1635, GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 1636 
H. or R.]} The Tariff Bill. [Fen. 6, 1833, 


Mr. REED, of Massachusetts, moved to strike out the} Mr. DENNY proposed a duty of five cents a pound on 
section in relation to olive oil. Agreed to: Yeas 86. white lead; which was agreed to. 

Mr. IHRIE moved to raise the duty on linseed, hemp-| Mr. DENNY moved to restore to window glass th. 
seed, and rapeseed, as by the act of 1832. Agreedto. | protection of the law of 1824; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE moved to reduce the duty on molasses} Mr. DENNY moved the same thing in respect to bos. 
from four cents to one cent. Negatived. tles, vials, and demijohns; which was agreed to. ‘ 

Mr. ROOT moved to amend the duty on silks, by abol-| Mr. VERPLANCK moved to amend the miscellaneoy, 
ishing the discrimination between silks from India and|section of the bill, which provides that on articles no¢ 
those from the Mediterranean and France. enumerated there shall be a specific or ad valorem duty, 

This motion gave rise to a considerable debate, injas at present, according as one or the other should be 
which Messrs. ROOT, INGERSOLL, WICKLIFFE, |lowest, by deferring its operation until March, 1934 
WILDE, ELLSWORTH, E. EVERETT, JARVIS, and |agreed to. 
CLAY, took part. The result was, that the duty in the} Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to strike out the whole of 
bill was postponed until March, 1834. this section, as embracing a multitude of branches of ma. 

Mr. JARVIS wished to put the duty on all silks at ten| nufactures which would be injured by it. 
percent. Negatived. Mr. E. EVERETT supported the motion with earnest. 

Mr. E. EVERETT moved to put India silks at ten per|ness, as covering unknown ground, and certain of giving 
cent. and admit all others free. . Negatived. rise to endless litigation. om 

The motion of Mr. Incrrsott, to strike out the whole} Mr. POLK replied, and defended the clause as being 
section in relation to silks, finally prevailed: Yeas 75, |much like one in the act of last year: the committee had 
nays 69. : been told at the treasury that it would be attended with 

The committee then rose, and the House adjourned. little or no difficulty. 

Mr. H. EVERETT objected to voting in the dark: it 
had been to obviate the necessity of doing so that he had 
wished to get the information sought in his call upon the 

The House again went into Committee of the Whole |tteasury, which had not been answered. 
on the Mr. VINTON thought this provision of the bill uncon 

TARIFF BILL. stitutional, because it would occasion different duties in 
different ports of the Unior. on the same article. 

Mr. IHRIE moved to lay a protecting duty upon slates.| The question being put, the yeas were 74, the nays 74. 
Negatived. The CHAIR yoting in the negative, the section was not 

Mr. EVERETT moved a duty of two cents per pound | stricken out. 
on copperas; which was agreed to: Yeas 58, nays 55. Mr. E. EVERETT introduced a proviso excepting from 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, offered an amendment restor-|the operation of the bill a list of chemicals; which was 
ing to paper of all kinds the same rate of duty as was im-|carried: Yeas 75, nays 67. 
posed by the tariff of 1824. Mr. HORN moved an amendment which went to repeal 

After some remarks from Mr. VERPLANCK, in which | the duties laid by the act of 1852 on articles of hardware. 
he stated that it was his purpose to move a general provi-| This motion give rise to a debate, in which the amend. 
sion covering the stocks now on hand, in this and other;ment was advocated by Messrs. HORN, POLK, and 
branches of manufacture, DRAYTON; and opposed by Messrs. HUNTINGTON, 

The amendment was agreed to: Yeas 72, nays 66. | DENNY, INGERSOLL, E. EVERETT, H. EVERETT, 

Mr. DENNY moved an amendment which went to re-|and WATMOUGH. 
atore to cut glass the duties of the tariff of 1824, viz.| The amendment was finally negatived: Yeas 48, nays 5 
three cents a pound specific, and thirty per cent. ad va-|} Mr. SUTHERLAND moved to protect the article of 
lorem. ready made clothing as by the act of 1828; which was 

This motion was sustained a good deal at length by |agreed to. 

Mr. DENNY, Mr. E. EVERETT, and Mr. REED, of} Mr. SEMMES moved to exempt certain paints, manu- 
Massachusetts, who stated the rapid increase and prosper-|factured extensively at Baltimore and elsewhere, from the 
ous state of the manufacture, and its need of protection | effect of the bill; which was agreed to. 

against a British bounty. Mr. ROOT now moved to amend the duties on 

Mr. CAMBRELENG denied that any such bounty ex-}so as to fix them at 50 per cent. till 1834; 40 per cent. tll 
isted. There was an allowance under that denomination, | 1835; and then at 30 per cent. permanent duty. 
but the bounties granted in Great Britain were mere| This amendment was rejected: Yeas 47, nays 54. (No 
drawbacks of the impost duties on raw materials, or of | quorum having voted, the question was again put, and the 
internal excise, direct and indirect, upon the manufacture. | vote stood: Yeas 58, nays 64.) 

If there was any bounty beyond these imposts and excises,| Mr. BEARDSLEY tried a different amendment on the 
it had escaped the observation of those who had revised |same clause, putting the duty on wool at 
these laws in Parliament a few years since. 40 per cent. till - - 1834 
Mr. E. EVERETT insisted that the British statutes, as 35 do . - - 1835 
now existing, proved that the allowance (whether called 30 = do - - - 1836 
bounty or drawback, or by whatever other name the gen- 25 permanent. 
tleman preferred) did exceed the imposts and excise,| This amendment was adopted: Yeas 74. 


and did in fact operate as a bounty on all glass exported.|_ Mr. BEARDSLEY moved to strike out the clause 
{ 


Wepnespar, Fenrvary 6. 





The amendment was carried: Yeas 72, nays 60. which reduced the duty on cottens to 20 per cent. alict 
ee y 


Mr. ASHLEY moved an amendment giving to lead the | 1824. 
same protection it had received under the act of 1828. The motion was negatived. : 

He went into a history of the rise of this branch of| Mr. BEARDSLEY moved to amend the dutics on woo! 
business, and the decrease of price produced by the pro-|lens, so as to put them at 
tecting duty. 50 per cent. till - 1834 

The amendment was supported by Messrs. WAT- 
MOUGH, HORN, and WING; and opposed by Messrs. 


45 do . 1835 
40 do 1836 
VERPLANCK and WILDE. It was then carried: 7) 35 permanent. 


) This was rejected. 


67, nays 4. 
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Mr. HOWARD moved to put the duty on fossil salt at 
5 cents till March, 1824, and then at 2 cents, 

This gave rise to an animated debate, in which the qua- 
lity of the salt made in Eastport, in Maine, (the only 
manufactory of the article,) was discussed, as also the 
extent of capital employed, and whether owned by Bri- 
tish or American citizens: documents were quoted on both 
sides, and the policy of encouraging an article which com- 
peted with the salt made from water in various parts of 
the Union, was warmly argued. 

The amendment was warmly resisted by Messrs. JAR- 
VIS, BATES, and ANDERSON, of Maine, and by Mr. 
McKENNAN, of Pennsylvania; and advocated by Messrs. 
HOWARD, ELLSWORTH,SUTHERLAND, andREED, 
of Massachusetts. 

It was finally amended by Mr. REED so as to fix the 
duty on fossil salt at one-third that on other salt;. and in 
this form it was agreed to: Yeas 66, nays 63. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved to restore the duty fixed by 
the act of 1832, on carpets, carpeting, flannels, bockings, 
and baizes; he briefly sustained the motion, which was 
further supported by Mr. ELLSWORTH, of Connecti- 
cut, and Mr. E. EVERETT. It was then carried: Yeas 
64, nays 58. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved a further amendment, in- 
cluding in the bill ‘* patent floor cloths, and oil cloths of 
every description” (under the duty of 40 per cent.) 

This was also carried: Yeas 93, nays 63. 

Mr. H. EVERETT now moved to strike from the bill 
the whole of the sections containing the duties on wool 
and woollens, and restoring the protection of 1832. 

Mr. WILDE moved that the committee rise; but the 
motion failed: Yeas 55, nays 56. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Everert’s motion, 
and negatived: Yeas 66, nays 69. 

Mr. WARDWELL, of New York, moved to raise the 
duties on spirits, as follows: 

Ist and 2d proof, from 18 cents, as in the bill, to 35 cents. 

3d proof 21 to 40 cents. 

4th 26 45 

5th 30 650 

Over 5th proof 36 to 55 cents. 

The amendment was negatived: Yeas 59, nays 62. 

Mr. PENDLETON, of New York, moved to strike out 
*‘and worsted” from the 35 per cent. duty, and put on 
worsted yarn costing 40 cents a pound a duty of 10 per 
cent. 

This was carried: Yeas 68, nays 52. 

Mr. BARRINGER moved to put upon this article a 
duty of two cents a pound; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved a duty of 25 per cent. on 
manufactures of marble. 

Mr. H. EVERETT added ‘‘and marble.” 

Thus amended, the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COKE now moved that the committee rise and re- 
port the bill, but the motion was pronounced out of order 
at present. 

Mr. RUSSEL, of Ohio, moved to strike out all of the 
bill after the enacting clause, and insert as a substitute, 
that the law of July, 1232, should be and continue in full 
force and virtue until the Sd of March, 1841. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said this question was new and im- 
portant; and, to allow time for its consideration, he moved 
that the committee rise. He withdrew the motion at the 
request of Mr. POLK, who urged the committee to bring 
the debate to a close, and report the bill. 

The motion to rise was now renewed, and prevailed. 

And the House then adjourned. 
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The bill to incorporate the Methodist Church of George- 
town, coming up, 
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Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, moved to strike out the 
first section of the bill, as he entertained constitutional 
objections to it. 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. ELLS- 
WORTH, WASHINGTON, SEMMES, ARNOLD, and 
VANCE took part, and an ineffectual motion to lay the 
bill upon the table, its consideration was postponed for 
one week. 


EXPLANATORY TARIFF ACT. 


The House now went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
Crawrorp in the chair, on the bill to explain the 8th sec- 
tion of the tariff law of 1832. 

Mr. HOFFMAN put several queries to Mr. Camare- 
LENG on the provision of the bill. In reply to which, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG went into a history of the bill, 
and the circumstances in which it had had its origin: he 
stated the different constructions of the bill it went to 
explain, and stated in substance that the object of the bill 
was to enable the holders of goods entitled to drawback 
under the law of 1828, to receive the difference of duty 
between the law of 1828, which they had paid, and 1832, 
which alone they would be now bound to pay, without 
laying them under the necessity of reshipping their 
goods. It extended this privilege beyond the original im- 
porter, to all who held the goods in the original packages. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE thought that the bill went further 
than this, or it need not be so long. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, and explained that the 
length of the bill had been occasioned by a desire to ac- 
commodate the officers of the customs. It granted no 
new privilege, but merely gave a facility in the excrcise 
of the privilege already conferred by law. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, further explained the 
nature of the bill, and argued to show that the treasury, 
instead of losing, would in reality gain by its passage: 
inasmuch as if the goods were allowed to be taken to the 
custom-house now, all the holder would get would be the 
difference of duty; whereas, if they should be reshipped, 
and returned to this country, he could claim a drawback 
of the whole duty paid. 

The discussion of the bill was cut short by the expira- 
tion of the hour. 

The House then went again into Committee of the 
Whole, and resumed the consideration of the 


TARIFF BILL. 


The question coming up on the amendment offered by 
Mr. Russet, of Ohio, to reinstate the tariff law of 1832, 
and to continue it in force until 1841, 

Mr. ELLSWORTH opposed the motion. He said that 
while it carried the appearance of settling the question of 
the tariff, it would not really settle it at all; and it seemed 
to imply that at the end of eight years the policy of the 
country should be abandoned. Sir, said Mr. E., the bill 
is now so altered and patched, that it cannot receive the 

|support of any party in this House, nor will it be satisfac- 
tory to any portion of the country. It is the most incon- 
|gruous thing that ever man beheld. It is made up of the 
jtariffs of 1816, 718, *28, and ’52, without the least re- 
igard to proportions or state of facts. Mr. E. said it 
| was lost time to work upon this bill any longer; it cannot 
|pass. If any thing could be done, we must start anew, 
|and whatever is done must be permanent. This perpetual 
jagitation of the question, and this annually making a new 
|tariff, is what cannot be borne. He said he spoke only 
|for himself; he knew not that any gentleman would agree 
|with him, but he felt satisfied that if any thing could be 
idone, to put this matter at rest, it must be a bill very 
gradually reducing duties down to a proper standard, 
|through the course of many years, taking the bill of last 
|July as the beginning. He believed that a bill might be 
\brought into the House which would satisfy the North, 
jand insome measure meet the demands of the most rea, 
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sonable part of the South. If the present policy of the 
country could be settled and secured, and the duties 
gradually reduced so as to save the manufacturers, he 
was not ready to say he would not support such a bill; 
but then it would be a sine gua non with him, that such a 
bill should come into the House, and so be sustained here 
as to afford the fullest assurance that the tariff should not 
be again agitated. It must come from the South, and be 
sustained by Southern votes; and without this assurance, 
he would not take such a bill, come from where it might. 
He would not wish to see such a bill from Northern gen- 
tlemen, and forced upon the South; for then we should 
see next session just what we see now—a renewed and 
more determined attack on the tariff. -The compulsory 
and silent compromise of last session had taught him to 
beware of such attempts. Let the South, oppressed as 
she says she is, (though he did not believe it,) come for- 
ward with a bill of very gradual reduction, of some ten 
years or more, and leaving at that time aclear protection 
in cash duties of twenty-five per cent., and he would 
very, seriously think of such a scheme. But while the 
South hold to their present determination, to put down all 
protection, he would not attempt to meet them at all. 
His constituents would not yield ahair’s breadth. If we 
must have war or a total abandonment of our present 
policy, let war come. Mr. E. said, here he would take 
his stand, and see how the people would bear him out. It 
isin vain, said Mr. E., to go on with this disjointed bill. 
He appealed to the South, if they supposed the represen- 
tatives of the North could thus, session after session, 
suffer a policy to be insidiously attacked without any 
hope or even promise of a compromise. South Carolina 
has sworn we shall have no peace while we have a tariff 
of even incidental protection. Mr. E. said he was ready 
to swear, for one, that the present policy should never be 
abandoned, peace or war; and he would do nothing until 
he saw a returning sense of justice in the South, and a 
pledge that they would arrange a tariff that should pro- 
tect the industry of the country, and leave the matter 
finally and fully settled. 

Mr. RUSSEL, after some remarks, which were inau- 
dible, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved that the committee rise and re- 
port; and, in supporting this motion, made a reply to the 
remarks of Mr. Ertswortn, professing himself and the 
South ready to accede to any reasonable arrangement 
which would quiet the public mind. He would consent 
to the law of 1832, if it was to be gradually reduced 
within any reasonable space of time, until the revenue 
should come down to the wants of the Government. 

Mr. BATES, of Maine, moved to amend the bill by 
reinstating the law of 1832, and reducing it at the rate of 
twenty per cent. annually, until the revenue should 
amount to $15,000,000. Negatived. 

Mr. SEMMES, of Maryland, moved an amendment im- 
posing a protecting duty of two cents a pound on alum; 
carried. 

Mr.WARDWELL moved to amend the duty on spirits, 
so as to make it range, upon the several proofs, from| 
thirty-five gradually to fifty-five cents. This was nega-| 
tived: Yeas 51, nays 59. 

Mr. WHITE, of New York, moved to amend the duty | 
on sugar, so as to extend the reduction below two ceats, | 
the first year to one anda half cents, and then at one} 
cent. permanent. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, made a warm remon- 
strance against such a reduction, which must prove the 
ruin of all the sugar planters. He adverted to the great! 
reduction in the price of sugar, which, when he first set- | 
tled in Louisiana, was at twenty-five cents the pound, and} 
now ranged from six down to two cents. The reduction} 
of duty would have no effect on the market price, but a| 
most destructive one cn the growers | 
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The motion was negatived without a count. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved to restore the duties of 1998 
to the spirits made from grain; negatived. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, moved to add the articles of 
potatoes, beef, pork, and butter, on each of which he 
wished to fix a protecting duty; negatived. 

Mr. NELSON, of Massachusetts, moved to amend the 
bill on that part relating to hosiery, by inserting the worg 
**cotton,” and placing the duty thirty instead of twenty 
per cent., and striking out that section of the bill which 
places cotton hosiery, mits, &c., at twenty per cent.; ne. 

tived. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved to strike out the whole sec. 
tion in relation to coarse cloths, plains, kerseys, &c., 
costing thirty-five cents a yard, and blankets costing 
seventy-five cents; so as to leave those articles subject ; 
a duty of forty per cent., gradually reduced to twenty, 
as on carpets, &c.; negatived: Yeas 48, nays 56. ; 

Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, moved to amend the }| 
by striking raw cotton from the list of free articles; and 
supported the motion by a short speech, in which he de. 
picted the evils which must follow the4nundation of cotton 
from Texas. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JARVIS, of Maine, moved to add a section pro- 
viding generally for the allowance of drawback; agreed 
to. 

Mr. REED, of Massachusetts, moved an additional 
section, allowing a drawback of one and one-third cents 
a pound on nails; the section is very fully guarded agaiust 
frauds. 

Mr. R. went into a number of statistical details in re. 
ference to this manufacture, its extent, its consumption of 
the coal of the South, and the peculiar kind of iron re. 
quired for carrying it on. 

The section was carried: Yeas 67, nays 52. 

The bill having been gone through with, 

Mr. ALEXANDER, of Virginia, moved that the com 
mittee rise and report it to the House as amended. 

Before the question was taken, 

Mr. ADAMS said that before the committee rose he 
would avail himself of the opportunity of making som 
reply to the misrepresentations (he presumed not int 
tional) of two gentlemen who had misapprehended | 
meaning, and then commented with some severity, not s 
much upon the opinions which he had expressed, as upon 
those which they had erroneously imputed to him. 

The first was the gentleman from South Carolina over 
the way, who had totally mistaken, not only the purpo 
of his [Mr. A.’s] observations, but also that of the reso! 
tions of the Legislature of Massachusetts, which he liad 
recently submitted to the House. The gentleman from 
South Carolina had read to the committee, not the reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Massachusetts themselves, 
but a sentence froma manuscript slip of paper furnish 
to the gentleman, Mr. A. knew not by whom; but tle 
gentleman had alleged that it formeda part of the resolu 
tions of the Legislature of Massachusetts, and charged it 
upon them as exhibiting a temporary violence quite equal 
to that of the ordinance of nullification; when, in fact, 
there was not one word of the sentence which he hs¢ 
read from the slip of paper, contained in the resolutions 
from Massachusetts. The gentleman from South Caro 
lina had treated him much as he had treated the Lesisla- 
ture of the State, one of whose representatives he hac 
the honor of being on this floor. 

As to the language, however, contained in the report 
of the committee, and in the resolutions of the Massachu 
setts Legislature, the gentleman had made an explana 
tion, and had acknowledged he had been in error. But 
the gentleman had not done the same justice to Mr. A 
on the contrary, after he had formally disclaimed 
meaning given to his words, and the words themselves, 
the gentleman still persisted in imputing them to him 
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As to the courtesy of such a procedure, he should make} other of the parties must ultimately give way, and that 
no remark; courtesy depended very much on every gen-| there could,never be a more favorable time for settling 
tleman’s own view of what was due from gentlemen to| the question than now; that if the nullifiers should use, as 
each other. But the gentleman from South Carolina had/ they professed to intend, no other than peaceable means, 
charged Mr. A. with bringing a firebrand into the com-|no others would be needed, nor, as he believed, applied, 
mittee, and giving an entirely new turn to the debate. 


to execute the laws: but that the laws must be executed, 
And what was the firebrand he had introduced? He had} and that he was assured no superfluous force would, on 
taken up what appeared to him to be the essence of the 


the part of the Government of the United States, be ap- 
bill, and had spoken of it as being the commencement] plied; none beyond that indispensable for the execution 
of asystem of withdrawal of protection from some of the 


of the laws. Was this bringing a firebrand into the 
great interests of the country; interests secured to those 


House? 
concerned in them by the constitution and existing lawsof} Mr. A. would now add that the gentleman from South 
the United States; interests in which his own constituents 


Carolina was the last, the very last man in that House, 
had a deep stake, and in which a large portion of this| from whom he should have expected an accusation of this 
Union had a stake of still more portentous magnitude; he 


character. If it had come from one of the gentleman’s 
had stated the ground on which he should vote against} colleagues, from the commenders and abettors of the 
this bill, or any other proceeding upon the same princi- 


nullification ordinance, it would have been no more than 
ples, at the present session. He had considered the bill| he might have expected; but he had before said, and he 
as not adapted to effect its professed object, the reduction] now repeated the remark, that from what he had heard 
of the revenue, but as calculated to confirm the act of aj lately from Carolina, it was doubtful to him whether that 
convention held in South Carolina, declaring all the reve-| gentleman, and those who thought and acted with him, 
nue laws of the United States, to’ be null and void within 


would not, ere long, be compelled to call upon this Go- 
that State; and, in support of this view, he had referred| vernment to carry into effect that protection which the 
toadeclaration made by the same convention to the peo- 


constitution of the United States secured to them. And 
ple of the other twenty-three States, in the most positive 


if the gentleman and his friends should ever be placed in 
and solemn terms, that a protecting tariff should never| that situation, he pledged himself, so far as his vote would 
more be executed in South Carolina. Now, was it he 


; go, to give itto them. He believed they were entitled 
that had thrown this firebrand? The firebrand was to be] to it under the constitution. But, as respected the gentle- 


found in this declaration of the convention of a part of| man from South Carolina, (for whom Mr. A. entertained 
the people of South Carolina; and that paper had been| the highest respect, notwithstanding he did not think the 
officially commended to the notice of Congress by the| géntleman had returned the courtesy to him,) he must 
President of the United States. Were Mr. A.’s lips to| say, if that was the friendship they were to receive in 
be sealed by this act of a part of the citizens of South} return for protection, he should, for one, prefer meeting 
Carolina? and that when he considered the bill on which] one of the gentleman’s nullifying colleagues; better an 
he was called to vote as having no other tendency than to| open and a candid foe, than a flinching or a treacherous 
increase the revenue of the United States; to take away| friend. 
the right of protection due to a large portion of the peo-| Another gentleman, from another State, [Mr. Patron, 
ple of the Union; to ruin all the manufactures of the land;| of Virginia,} had misunderstood and misrepresented his 
to ruin, yes, to ruin the free manufacturing ‘and agricul-| meaning, as much as the gentleman from Sonth Carolina 
tural labor in his portion of this country, and to confirm|had done. That gentleman, in an elaborate answer of 
the nullifying ordinance of South Carolina? These were| his, to the few observations Mr. A. had addressed to the 
the purposes of the bill. Ifa firebrand had been thrown] committee on that occasion, had thought proper to in- 
into the House, it had not been by his hands. He had|dulge himself in many observations onthe remarks he had 
made no charge against South Carolina. He had read} made, and sometimes in personal allusions, of a very 
passages from the address of a convention, speaking in| pointed nature, to himself. With respect to the latter, 
the name of the people of that State, tothe people of all] whether coming from that gentleman, or from any other 
the other States in the Union, declaring that they had} member of the House, Mr. A. must ask permission to 
nullified within the limits of the State the existing laws| make no reply whatever. He should do, with regard to 
of the United States, which protect the rights, and in-| the gentleman, as was once done by a very distinguished 
terests, and property of great multitudes of his [Mr. | officer in our army; a man of high military sensibility, of 
A.’s] constituents, and of a very Jarge portion of the peo-| strong feeling, as to what was due to his own honor, and 
ple of the Union. The South Carolina convention had| of great personal courtesy towards others. It happened 
passed a sentence of outlawry upon at least one-third part] that this gentleman had hada misunderstanding with one 
of the free population of the country; had declaredthem|of his brother officers, which had proceeded to such 
out of the protection of the existing laws of the land;|lengths, that they were not upon speaking terms. As 
and, with the most positive asseverations, had affirmed| they were both walking, one day, in one of the avenues 
that the people of South Carolina never would submit to| of this city, they chanced to pass each other so very 
see that protection restored; that their determination to] closely, that it was scarcely possible they should not see 
this effect was unalterable; that their purpose was to|each other. Seeing his enemy come so very near to him, 
carry it into effect peaceably if they could, but that carry | he turned round, and taking off his hat, said, ‘* sir, please 
it into effect they would at all hazards; and that a pro-|to excuse my salute.” Mr. A. would say the same to 
tective tariff should never more be executed in South| the gentleman from Virginia, and to all others who might 
Carolina. be disposed to amuse themselves, or entertain the House 
Mr. A. had declared his belief that this assurance of| with allusions to any thing that he was, had been, or ever 
the South Carolina ordinance was sincere. That it was| might be; he must say to them, please to excuse my sa- 
an issue tendered to the Government of the United States] lute, or reply. 
which it was the duty of that Government to meet, and| As to the gentleman’s observations in reference to the 
not, bya bill like that before the committee, to blink or to} bill, the gentleman had contested some of the positions 
evade; that it was an issue which must be met; that the| Mr. A. had taken, and especially one which lay at the found- 
protection to which the South Carolina convention declar-| ation, and formed a very important part of the contro- 
ed that State would never more submit, wasa right of the| versy with South Carolina, having respect to the charac- 
citizen which the Government of the Union had no right/ ter of the nation itsclf. In the observations Mr. A. had 
to withhold or to deny; that upon this issue one or the|ma le, he had said that the first words of the preamble to 
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the constitution had settled the character of our Union, 
and had constituted the nation one people. 

‘¢ The position assumed by Mr. A. had been, that the 
whole people of the Union were the authors of and _ par- 
ties to the constitution of the United States, as was expli- 
citly declared by themselves in the very first words of its 
preamble; and as no compact can be dissolved but by the 
same power which created it, the people of no one State 
in the Union could either dissolve the compact by which 
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** Your Union”—the gentleman from Virginia said, {). 
union of a people was an absurdity, but the union of 
States was a common and intelligible idea. If the gentle. 
man would take the trouble of reading this address, he 
would find that the union of the people of the United States 
was no new or strange idea to President Washington. 
The gentleman had said, (after the nullifiers of Sout) 
Carolina, ) that there was no such thing as a Government 
of the whole; that there was no American people. yt 


they had bound themselves to the Union, or withdraw | what said this document? 


from it, or by counter-legislation annul its laws.” 

The gentleman from Virginia had disputed this position; 
and had quoted a number of authorities to maintain that this 
Union was nothing more than a confederation of sovereign 
States. The gentleman had said, that Mr. A. had adduced 
no authority iu support of his doctrines, but merely those 
words, ‘*we the people.” It was very true that he had 
quoted no additional authority, because the words them- 
selves were an authority which admitted of no answer. 
Mr. A. had thought so when he referred to them; nor did 
he think otherwise after he had heaid all the observations 
of the gentleman, and all the authorities he had quoted. 

But, if the gentleman must have authorities, he would 
refer him to some; they were not wanting. 

The first he should mention, was George Washington, 
the President of the convention which issued the consti- 
tution to the people of the United States. In the Farewell 
Address of that Father of his country, were a multitude of 
passages which, in Mr. A.’s estimation, were authorities 
in support of the same position: and, indeed, that whole 
paper might be said to be in itself one entire, compact, 
sound, and unanswerable argument in favor of the prin- 
ciple. The address in which he declines a second re-elec- 
tion to that office, which he held so much to his own ho- 
nor and to the glory and welfare of his country, was not 
directed, like that of the convention of South Carolina, to 
the people of the 17 or 18 States then in the Union; it 
was directed to ‘* the people of the UnitedStates.” 

One paragraph in that address was in these words: 
** profoundly penetrated with this idea, I shall carry it 
with me to my grave, as a strong incitement to unceasing 
vows that heaven may continue to you—‘*to you”—to 
whom? to the people of the United States, ** the choicest 
tokens of its beneficence; that your Union and brotherly 
affection may be perpetual; that the free constitution, 
which is the work of your hands, may be sacredly main- 
tained; that its administration in every department may be 
stamped with wisdom and virtue; that, in fine, the happi- 
ness of the people of these States, uncer the auspices of 
liberty, may be made complete,” &c. Observe especially 
those words: ** the free constitution which is the work of 
your hands.” Shortly after, we find: ‘the unity of Go- 
vernment, which constitutes you one people, is also, now 
dear to you. It is justly so.” 

Yes, sir, said Mr. A. **the unity of Government which 
constitutes you one people,” is justly deur to you. 

Again: ‘* citizens by birth or choice of a common coun- 
try, that country has a right to concentrate your affections. 
The name of an American, which belongs to you in your 
national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of pa- 
triotism more than any appellation derived from local dis- 
criminations.” 

Further on we have the following paragraphs: 

**In this sense it is, that your Union ought to be-consi- 
dered as the main prop of your liberty, and that the love 
of the one ought to endear to you the preservation of the 
other.” ‘Is there a doubt whether a common Govern- 
ment can embrace so large a sphere? Let experience 
solve it. ‘l’o listen to mere speculation in such a case were 
criminal. We are authorised to hope that a proper orga- 
nization of the whole, with the auxiliary agency of Go- 
vernments for the respective subdivisions, will afford a 
happy issue to the experiment.”” 


*¢ To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a Go. 
vernment for the whole is indispensable, No alliances, 
however strict, between the parts can be an adequate sub. 
stitute; they must inevitably experience the infractions 
and interruptions which all alliances, in all times, have ex. 
perienced,”’ 

Again: ‘* The basis of our political systems is the right 
of the people to make and to alter their constitutions of 
Government. But the constitution, which at any time ex. 
ists until changed by an explicit and authentic act of the 
whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very 
idea of the power and the right of the people to establish 
Government, presupposes the duty of every individul to 
obey the established Government.” 

Observe the force of this last paragraph. _ It is the con. 
clusion of an unanswerable argument to prove the sacred 
obligation incumbent upon every individual citizen to 
yield obedience to the constitution of the United States; 
and, having in express terms declared that constitution to 
have been the work of the hands of the whole people, lie 
draws here the inference, explicit, logical, irresistible, 
that by the whole people can it alone be abrogated; tlut, 
until changed by an explicit and authentic act of the while 
people, it is sacredly obligatory upon all. 

Mr. A, said he should read no further from that paper 
He hoped the gentleman was now convinced, that if he 
had not read any authorities to the committee, it had not 
been because he had no authorites to read. 

The gentleman had referred to the debates of the Vir- 
ginia convention, upon the adoption of this constitution 
and had read one or two paragraphs which seemed to 
countenance the doctrine he professed. There were more 
than twenty gentlemen in the Virginia convention wh 
had made observations on those words in the preamble of 
the constitution, ‘* We the people;” and there had not 
been one of them who did not admit that those words did 
explicitly and unequivocally declare that it was the pco- 
ple of the United States who made the constitution. Mr 
Henry, that great and illustrious man, illustrious not only 
in Virginia, but throughout this whole country, whom Mr 
A. felt as much pride in recognizing as a countryman as 
if he had been born in the next house to himself in Mas- 
sachusctts, had been opposed to the adoption of the c 
stitution, and had in fact proved himself the most strenuous 
and able opponent of that instrument in the Virginia cor 
vention. One ground of exception taken by him had been, 
that this phrase changed the nature of the Governm 
Mr. Henry had insisted that the General Convention wii! 
drew up the constitution had no right to speak thus, int 
name of the people of the United States. And, had the 
constitution prepared by the convention been intend 
by them to become binding without being referred to the 
people themselves, the argument would have been wn- 
answerable. It had only been the fact that the instrum 
would be of no effect until the people should have ma 
the act their own, which justified the convention in ¢l- 
ploying such language. 

What said Mr. Henry? 

«¢ And here I would make this inquiry of those worth) 
‘characters who composed a part of the late federal 
vention. Iam sure they were fully impressed with ¢ 
inecessity of forming a great consolidated Government 
stead of a confederation. 


That this is a consolidated 
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yernment is demonstrably clear; and the danger of sucha 
Government is, to my mind, very striking. I have the 
highest veneration for those gentlemen; but, sir, give me 
leave to demand what right had they to say we the peo- 
ple? My political curiosity, exclusive of my anxious soli- 
citude for the public welfare, leads me to ask, who au- 
thorized them to speak the language of we the people, 
instead of we the States? States are the characteristics, 
and the soul of a confederation. If the States be not the 
agents of this compact, it must be one great consolidated 
national Government of the people of all the States.” 

I consider this as one of those authorities which the gen- 
tleman from Virginia demanded. The conclusions of Mr. 
Henry were, in this instance so far correct, that the words 
“‘ we, the people” did entirely change the nature of the 
Government. ‘This was not contested by any one mem- 
ber of the same convention. 

The first answer given to this question of Mr. Henry, 
was by Governor Randolph, then the Governor of the 
commonwealth, and a member of the convention at Phila- 
delphia. Asa member of that convention, though he had 
taken a very active and leading part in drawing up the 
constitution, he had declined signing it; but now, as a 
member of the Virginia convention, was in favor of its 
adoption. 

In answer to the inquiries of Mr. Henry, Governor Ran- 
dolph said: 

*¢ The gentleman then proceeds and inquires why we 
assumed the language of ‘we, the people” I ask why 
not? ‘The Government is for the people; and the misfor- 
tune was, that the people had no agency in the Govern- 
ment before. What harm is there in consulting the peo- 
ple on the construction of a Government by which they 
are to be bound? Isit unfair? Is it unjust? If the Go- 
vernment is to be binding on the people, are not the peo- 
ple the proper persons to examine its merits or defects?” 


‘The Governor afterwards proceeded and enlarged on 
the imbecility of the old confederation. 

Then came another great and illustrious man, as well in 
the Union as in his own State, Mr. Pendleton. 

His reply to this objection of Mr. Henry was: 

** But an objection is made to the form; the expression, 


we the people, is thought improper. Permit me to ask 
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** Give me leave,’’ said Mr. Madison, ** to say some- 
thing of the nature of the Government, and to show that 
it is safe and just to vest it with the power of taxation. 
There are a number of opinions; but the principal ques- 
tion is, whether it be a federal or consolidated Govern- 
ment? In order to judge properly of the question before 
us, we must consider it minutely in its principal parts. I 
conceive nfyself that it is of a mixed nature: it is ina man- 
ner unprecedented: we cannot find one express example 
in the experience of the world. It stands by itself. In 
some respects it is a Government of a federal nature; 
in others it is of a consolidated nature. Even if we 
attend to the manner in which the constitution is inves- 
tigated, ratified, and made -the act of the people of Ame- 
rica, I can say, notwithstanding what the honorable 
gentleman has alleged, that this Government is not com- 
pletely consolidated, nor is it entirely federal. Who 
are parties to it? The people: not the people as com- 
posing one great body, but the people as composing 
thirteen sovereignties. Were it, as the gentleman asserts, 
a consolidated Government, the assent ofa majority of the 
people would be sufficient for its establishment; and, as 
a majority have adopted it already, the remaining States 
would be bound by the act of the majority, even if they 
unanimously reprobated it. Were it such a Government 
as it is suggested, it would be now binding on the people 
of this State, without having had the privilege of delibe- 
rating upon it; but, sir, no State is bound by it, as it is, 
without its own consent. Should all the States adopt it, 
it will be then a Government established by the thirteen 
States of America—not through the intervention of the 
Legislatures, but by the people at large. In this particu- 
lar respect the distinction between the existing and pro- 
posed Governments is very material. The existing sys- 
tem has been derived from the dependent derivative 
authority of the Legislatures of the States; whereas this 
is derived from the superior power of the people.” 

Mr. Madison says the Government is neither wholly 
federal, nor wholly a consolidated Government, but * of 
a mixed nature.” So Mr. A. had always held it to be, 
and so he had said: To all these observations of Mr. Madi- 
son he could cheerfully subscribe. The suffrages of the 
people upon the constitution were collected in the several 


the gentleman who made this objection, who but the peo- | distinct communities which they had formed, and retain- 
ple can delegate powers? who but the people have ajed; and in that respect the constitution partook of the 
right to form Government? The expression is a common |federative character. But it was only a mode of collect- 
one, and a favorite one with me; the representatives of the |ing the votes of the whole people, necessarily adopted 
people, by their authority, is a mode wholly inessential. | from their existing condition, and because they could not 
+ If the objection be that the Union ought to be not of the |be collected otherwise, without merging in the General 
people, but of the State Governments, then I think the |Government the separate auxiliary subdivisions of which 
choice of the former very happy and proper. What have|it was composed. It was not, as the nullifying doctrine 
the State Governments to do with it? Were they to de-|alleges, the people of each State aggregated tothe Union, 
termine, the people would not, in that case, be the judges | through the medium of the State. It was, as Mr. Madi- 


upon what terms it was adopted.” 

Mr. Pendleton then went on to show that the conven- 
tion had full power to propose whatsoever they might 
judge most for the general good, and that the voice of the 
people alone could give efficacy to their acts. 


son explicitly affirms—the States were aggregated to the 
Union, by the will and action of their people. Thus, Mr. 
Madison speaks, not of the States, but of the people, as 
composing thirteen sovereignties. Thus, Mr. Pendleton 
justly remarks, the people only can delegate powers. 


The next authority Mr. A. should quote, was Mr. Lee, |Hence the State, itself the creature of the people, and 
of Westmoreland, a name well known, and advantageously | possessing itself only but delegated powers, was incom- 
known, in this community. petent to confer the powers granted by the constitution to 

Replying to Mr. Henry’s argument, he said: the Government of the United States. The people alone 

‘*He, Mr. Henry, then adverted to the style of Govern-| were competent to grant them; and the people of each 
ment, and asked what authority they had to use the ex-| State, in adopting the constitution, by one and the same 
pression we the people, and not we the States? This|act, made themselves and the State which they composed, 
expression was introduced into that paper with great pro-/| parties to the General Government of the Union. And 
priety» This system is submited to the people for their}thus Mr. Madison tame to the same conctusion with all 
consideration, because on them it is to operate if adopted. | the others, his colleagues, that this constitution was the 
It is not binding on the people until it becomes their act.” | act ** of the people at large.” 

Mr. Madison had said, indeed, what the gentleman had} Mr. A. said he would add no more authorities. He 
referred to, but he had said a little more. Mr. A. would | hoped and trusted that if authorities were necessary, he 
read to the House the conclusion to which Mr. Madison | had adduced sufficient to satisfy the committee. He had 
brousht his argument said that the words ** We, the People of the United 
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States,” introducing the preamble to the constitution, 
conveyed to his mind an idea of the highest moral sub- 
limity. This the gentleman from Virginia had consider- 
ed as the fanciful imagination of a rhetosicln or poet. 
Mr. A. had said at the time, and now repeated, that he 
was speaking to men of intelligence and to men of feel- 
ing. ‘To their sympathies he appealed, and, in illustra- 
tion of the idea that he had expressed, he would now 
take the liberty of reading a passage from the writings of 
an ancient Roman, not in their original language, but in 
words which he trusted would find their way to every 
bosom: ‘* For there is nothing done upon earth more 
acceptable to that God who rules the universe, than in those 
assemblages and deliberations of men, rightfully associat- 
ing together, and constituting governments for nations.” 

This was the sentiment of the greatest orator, states- 
man, and moralist, that ever lived in the tide of times; and 
with this sentiment in his heart, Mr. A. now repeated 
that, short of divine inspiration, there was nothing in hu- 
man language that ever conveyed to his mind an idea of 
loftier moral sublimity than this preamble to the constitu- 
tion of the United States; than this one corporate body, 
this one people of thirteen distinct communities, this in- 
numerable multitude in one, speaking in the first person, 
to the race of civilized man, and declaring the purpose of 
their speech, to constitute themselves as one people, and 
to establish that Government for a nation which is the 
most acceptable of all human action upon earth to the 
God who governs the Universe. 

Mr. A. said that he had been charged, in substance, 
both by the gentleman from South Carolina and the 
gentleman from Virginia, with countenancing, himself, the 
idea of nullification, and resistance by force and violance. 
The gentleman from Virginia had said something about 
** heroes of the last disclosure,”? who could ‘* look on 
blood and slaughter with composure;” and had said this 
in reference to expressions used by him. He disclaimed 


the use of any such expressions; he denied having uttered 
any thing like a reflection upon the State of South Caro- 


lina. When he spoke of the acts of a convention of a 
part of the people of that State, he hoped that he should 
always speak of them freely, as they were, or as they ap- 
peared to his own mind. He meant no disrespect to 
South Carolina, or to any part of the Union, in what he 
had addressed to the committee. 

He had said that he could not vote for any bill that was 
considered as a confirmation of the nullifying ordinance 
of South Carolina, or as giving a pledge to the nation, 
that the great system of protection to the interests of 
agriculture and manufactures should be abandoned: to 
the abandonment of that system he had declared that he 
would never give his consent, because he considered it 
asa right belonging to his constituents: a right which 
pertained to them as being parties to the constitution: a 
right resulting from the allegiance due by them to the 
country: and by way of illustrating this sentiment, and 
to show that other portions of the Union, and other great 
interests of an exclusive nature, were protected by the 
constitution and the laws of the Union. He had adduced 
those provisions of the constitution which went directly 
to protect the great interests peculiar to the South. He 
had referred to the large sums expended for the support 
of our standing army. He had not said, as he had been 
represented to say, that this army was kept up exclusive- 
ly for the benefit of the Southern States. He had, on 
the contrary, declared that there was another portion of 
the Union which had as great, if not a greater, interest in 
it, and had referred to the settlements on our Western 
frontier. 
interests as the only interests to be provided for, he had 
said that the army was not of a cent’s value either to the 
manufacturing or the agricultural interests. 
gentleman refuted this statement? Had he shown that 
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it was of one dollar’s consideration to either of these inte. 
rests? Notat all. Had Mr. A. objected to the mainte. 
nance of the army? Had he asked ffor a repeal of the 
law? No: nor should he ever do so.- There were great 
interests at the South to which the constitution and the 
laws extended protection, and Mr. A. would never give 
his voice to have the appropriation for their protectio, 
reduced one cent, although to his own constituents the 
army which protected them was perfectly useless. They 
wanted no army. The manufacturers and agriculturists 
at the North were all submissive to the laws: they had 
neither domestic nor foreign enemies whom they feared, 
Mr. A. had further said that there were other great inte. 
rests in the country, the interests of commerce and nayigs. 
tion: and he had been represented as saying, that these ip. 
terests, too, were protected for the benefit of the South, 
He had said no such thing. He knew perfectly well, 
that the interests of commerce and navigation were 
not, as such, the interests of the South. They were in. 
terests to which many of his own constituents were no 
strangers, for the people of the district which he repre. 
sented were commercial and navigating, as well as manu. 
facturing and agricultural, the interests of which were im. 
mediately struck at by the bill before the committee. 
But he was sorry to see the countenance given by the 
representation of the commercial interest on this floor to 
this bill. It was supported by most of the representatives 
from the large commercial cities. 

There was another interest which he was sorry to see, 
No doubt they acted on grounds satisfactory to themselves. 
It was indeed apparent that the immediate operations of 
the bill would be highly advantageous to the commercial 
interest, at the expense of those of agriculture and manv- 
factures; and to that circumstance, doubtless, their sup- 
port of it was to be attributed. This interest was to be 
protected by the navy. Happy had Mr. A. been to see 
in the Executive message a recommendation to persevere 
in the maintenance and increase of this arm of the national 
defence; although it was kept up at a great public ex- 
pense their full portion of which was paid by the manu- 
facturers and farmers, who derived, as such, no benefit 
from it whatever. 

The gentleman had said that Virginia could not be 
charged with any great partiality for a standing army. He 
had not said that she could; and he was still further from 
charging her with any partiality for the navy. He was 
aware that the navy had, now, a friend in Virginia; and 
Mr. A. heartily rejoiced at it; but the time had been, 
when Virginia manifested the same objection to tle pro- 
tection of the navigating and commercial interests as sle 
now did with regard to the manufactures. But when he 
spoke of Virginia, he wished to speak with great qualifi- 
cation, because he did not hold the opinions which the 
gentleman had given out to be the genuine doctrines of 
Virginia. He knew, indeed, that there was a school ol 
politicians in that State who held these opinions; but he 
likewise remembered that George Washington and Jobo 
Marshall were citizens and natives of Virginia, as well 9s 
those who held these notions. He took Virginia's op! 
nion from those men, and could hardly say that he con- 
sidered the others as genuine Virginia politicians. He 
would do justice to Virginia. He imputed to her none o! 
the sentiments which distinguished a certain school, o 
which he regretted to perceive that the gentleman was 
one. 

The argument which Mr. A. had submitted to the com- 
mittee when up before, was this: The South Carolina con- 
vention, in their address to the people of all the other 
States, had declared that South Carolina would never 
more submit to the existing laws, which extend protec 


tion to the manufactures and free agriculture of the coun: 
Had the/try; and the main reason which they assigned for this de- 
termination was, that this protection was enjoyed exclt: 
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sively by the manufacturing interest, in which the South 
had no part, although the South bore in part the burden 
of its expense. To meet this declaration and argument, 
Mr. A. had contended that, if the principles assumed by the 
South Carolina convention could justly be applied to the 
protection enjoyed by the manufacturing and agricultural 
interest, it ought, in justice, to be applied in like manner to 
other great though partial interests protected by the con- 
stitution and the laws. He exemplified the great interests 
of the South, in the possession of the property peculiar to 
them:—protected by the immense advantage of repre- 
sentation upon this floor; protected by the stipulation in 
the constitution for the restitution of fugitive slaves; pro- 
tected by the guaranty in the constitution to the owners 
of this species of property against domestic violence; pro- 
tected by the establishment and maintenance of a stand- 
ing army—all by means of laws burdensome to the manu- 
facturing and free agricultural interest, which was never- 
theless heavily taxed for their support. He exemplified 


the great interest of the new settlers of the West, pro-| 


tected, as well as the South, by the military establishment; 
protected also by laws and liberal appropriations from the 
treasury for defence against the Indian savages, of which 
we have had recent and memorable experience. He 
finally exemplified the great interest of commerce and 
navigation, protected by the establishment and support of 
the navy. The manufacturers and farmers, he observed, 
were all heavily taxed to support the burden of all these 
protective establishments; protective to interests which 
were not theirs; and they had just as good right to de- 
mand that the protection of the nation should be with- 
drawn from all those interests, as those whose interests 
were thus protected had to insist upon the withdrawal of 
the national protection from them. 

Mr. A. said he was ashamed of detaining the committee 
so long; but he must be permitted to add one reason more 
why he should vote against this bill, and against its being 
reported to the House, 

The bill had been partially amended in committee, and 
it was not, he confessed, quite so bad as when it came 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. 
could not be made palatable to him; and one reason for 
this was the injustice it contained toward one of the great 
interests of domestic industry, at the expense of another. 
Very special favor had been shown towards the article of 
iron, and, in vindication or apology, the committee told 
the House that iron was an article of prime necessity in 
time of war: on this ground they had assigned it a much 
higher rate of protection than was extended to woollens 
and cottons. This distinction, it was said, had come to 
the House with the recommendation of the President of 
the United States. But the ground assumed was totally 
fallacious. 

Let it be remembered that the distinction was not made 
in favor of the instruments of war, but in favor of iron as 
araw material. The only reason why special protection 
should be given to articles necessary in war was, that 
those articles could not, during a time of war, be obtained 


from abroad, as all articles of this description were pro-| 


nounced by the law of nations to be contraband. All 
other articles mzht be imported, through the interven- 
tion of neutral flags, as freely during war as in peace; 
there was no necessary want of them. But articles con- 
traband of war could not thus be transported under the 
protection of neutral flags, because they were liable to be 
captured by the belligerent parties. If our war should 
be with Great Britain, she might deprive us of these en- 
tirely, owing to her great power upon the ocean. This 
was the only reasonable ground on which a distinction 
could be made between this class of articles and others, 
in arranging a protective tariff. This was the reason why 
he had offered a resolution with a view to ascertain what 
were the articles which the President considered as enti- 
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tled to exemption, as being of indispensable necessity in 
time of war. It had not, however, pleased the House to 
allow that question to be put to the Executive. The 
question, instead of being so simple a matter that ¢very 
body could answer it, was as broad and wide as any ques- 
tion which could be proposed to the mind. The subject 
of centraband of war was one of perpetual disputation be- 
tween Great Britain and the other nations of Europe, 
| because she had a navy which gave her a preponderant 
power upon the ocean. Mr. A. asked, what are the ar- 
ticles contraband of war? We had two treaties which 
contained an enumeration of articles of this character, one 
of which gave the smallest list, and the other the most ex- 
tensive which was recognised by the laws of nations. 
The first of these treaties was that with France, of the 6th 
of February, 1778, the first treaty to which the United 
States were ever a contracting party. The 24th article 
of this treaty contains the list of articles which the parties 
| stipulated, in the event that either of them should there- 
after be engaged in war, and the other neutral, to con- 
| sider as contraband of war, and as such liable to be cap- 
| tured by the belligerent, when laden in the vessels of the 
neutral party. This list consists altogether of articles of 
immediate, and mostly of exclusive use in time of war, 
such as cannon, muskets, bombs, gunpowder, cannon and 
musket balls, and all other warlike instruments whatever. 
These are succeeded by a list of articles which the par- 
ties agreed should not be reckoned among contraband or 
| prohibited goods, and this list, together with all manufac- 
|tures woven of any wool, flax, silk, cotton, or any other 
| materials, wearing apparel, and the stuffs whereof they 
;are usually made, includes also gold and silver, coined or 
| uncoined, tin, iron, &e. 
Here the House would see that iron was declared to be 

| not contraband of war. ; 
| Then we had another treaty with Great Britain, con- 
taining a much larger list of articles to be considered as 
contraband; it included many articles which were express- 
ly excluded from the contraband list in the treaty with 
France. It was the treaty of the 19th of November, 1794, 
in the 10th article of which it was agreed that, under the 
denomination of contraband of war should be comprised 
all arms and implements serving for the purposes of war, 
by land or sea, such as cannon, muskets, mortars, kc. ; 
also, timber for shipbuilding, hemp, cordage, and general- 
Hy whatever may serve directly to the equipment of ves- 
sels, unwrought iron and fir planks only excepted. So 
that in our treaties with the two greatest maritime Powers 
of the world, in the largest and in the smallest list of con- 
traband articles known among nations, iron is expressly 
excluded from that class. Why, then, should the com- 
mittee have made a special provision for the protection of 
this article, leaving the duties upon it three or four times 
as great as those on cottons and woollens, on the ground 
that it was an article indispensable in war? Such a dis- 
tinction had no foundation whatever in the principles on 
which it professed to be founded. Mr. A., however, had 
no desire to reduce the protection on this article. He 
|hoped the gentleman from Georgia would not consider 
the remark as personal in its-aim, when he said that it 
| might have been possible that the bill was reported in this 
| shape with the view of obtaining the vote and influence 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Gitmore,] who, 
being himself on the committee, was in a position which 
rendered his vote indispensable to the bill heing report- 
ed, and who had made a speech in support of it. But 
| Mr. A. must beg that gentleman to understand that if he 
| suffered this bill to pass, the favorite article of Pennsyl- 
| vania would be no otherwise spared than as the Cyclops 
|had promised to Ulysses--that he should be the last to be 
| devoured. 

} One word more on the subject of the ordinance of South 
| Caplin. He had said, and he said still, that this issue 
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had been made py the convention of a part of the people 
of that State. They had declared to the people of the 
Union that they never would submit to the execution of a 
protective tariff. They had said this with solemn asse- 
verations in the face of Heaven. Mr. A. gave full credit 
to their sincerity, and believed it to be an issue which the 
nation would have to meet. And if Congress should get 
rid of it now, it would come again hereafter. The ques- 
tion must be’settled. One or other of the two parties 
must give way. The manufacturers and agriculturists 
must abandon the protective policy, or South Carolina 
must reconsider her determination never to submit to it. 
Mr. A. asked whether it was probable, should this bill 
pass, that South Carolina would be satisfied. Just so far 
as the pledge of protection was abandoned by it, just so 
far they would accept of it. But, what credit for con- 
cession will this Congress obtain with the nullifiers of 
the convention, even for the bill reported by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, should they give it their sane- 
tion? This might readily be inferred from a speech which 
he had seen in the public papers, delivered very recently 
by a gentleman who, he believed, had himself been a 
member of the convention. He would take the liberty of 
reading to the committee a paragraph of that speech. It 
says: 

veThus a general convention is the only measure to 
which the Government (meaning the National Govern- 
ment) can resort. If South Carolina will but retain her 
position, this is the inevitable issue; already, indeed, the 
effect of our measures—[please te observe, Mr. Chair- 
man]——the effect of our measures has been strongly felt. 
The protective system reels under our blows. Last sum- 
mer, the fear of that resistance, which we had announc- 
ed-—-[{remark, Mr. Chairman, the appeal to the conscious 
recollections of the House]—the fear of that resistance, 
which we had announced, drove them into a reduction; a 
cheat, it is true, that benefits them, not us. Still, it was 
an attempt to appease us—[Indeed! what next? a compli- 
ment, Mr. Chairman, for the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and this their soothing conciliatory bill;] and now, 
before one tittle of the reduction has gone into effect, 
comes upon the back of our late proceedings another 
offer of six millions more. These are certainly not bad 
instalments,” [very certainly, not bad instalments.] ** Let 
us go on then, and we shall get the whole debt.’’* 

Mr. A. said he was assured beyond a doubt that all 
this was said in perfect sincerity and purity of heart; and 
that it indicated the spirit prevalent in the convention that 
issued the nullifying ordinance; the spirit ruling and do- 
mineering throughout the whole nullifving party. Was 
it on that account a reason with him for passing the bill? 
Certainly not: but directly the reverse. 

‘There were some other topics touched upon by the 
gentleman from Virginia, upon which it had been Mr. A.’s 
intention to bestow some animadyersions; but they were 
not very material, and the patience of the committee was 
very naturally wearing away. He would, therefore, re- 
frain from any further remarks, and leave the bill at the 
disposal of the committee. 

Mr. PATTON said he did not think that any thing had 
fallen from the gentleman from Massachusetts which de- 
manded a particular reply from him, and certainly not in 
any spirit of recrimination. The gentleman has abstained 
from making any remarks personally offensive to me; and 
if he had not done so, I should probably have been dis- 
posed to adopt the course he has now pursued, and ¢* beg- 
ged him to excuse my salute.” The remarks made by 
me the other day, which have given him personal offence, 


_* One of the members from South Carolina inquired if this extract was 
from “ speech of Mr. Preston; and upon being informed that it was, 
said that Mr. Preston had not been a member of the nullifying conven- 
tion. He is, however, one of the most distinguished men of the party, 
and a member of the Legislature which enacted the nullifying laws. 
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were, I thought, justified and called for by the characte, 
and spirit of his speech, to which they were intended to 
be a reply; but they were certainly not prompted by any 
sentiment of personal hostility to him. ; 

There is one remark, however, that he has made, 
which it may be proper for me to notice. He seems to 
suppose that I undertake to represent the opinions of the 
State of Virginia upon all the interesting topics which re. 
cent events have brought into discussion. I indulge in no 
such presumption. I do not know that my opinions on 
these questions are those which are entertained by a ma. 
jority of the people of Virginia. I do not even know that 
my opinions accord with those of my immediate constitu. 
ents. In the absence of any distinct and precise know. 
ledge of their opinions and wishes, I endeavor here to 
make up opinions for myself, and act on them deliberately, 
candidly, and independently. ; 

I do not know that I belong to any ‘school of poli- 
tics” in Virginia or elsewhere. 1 do not follow the dicta. 
tion of any leader. My motto is—‘‘ nullius addictus jy. 
rare in verba magistri;”? and 1 know that, in relation to 
some of the delicate and important questions which the 
pfesent times have brought into debate, my opinions dif. 
fer in-some respects, not entirely unessential, from many 
of those with whom I in general agree in opinion, and 
with whom I am proud in general to act, and who are 
supposed to belong to the ** school of politics” to which 
the gentleman has done me the honor to say he regrets to 
see that I belong. 

There is one other remark made by the honorable gen- 
tleman, as to which I wish to saya word. He has thought 
proper to mention the name of Washington, as onc of a 
** school of politics” in Virginia. No man can be prouter 
than Iam that I am a citizen of that State which gave 
birth to “ the Father of his country,” the first, the last, 
the only Washington. He, sir, belonged to no party. He 
was above them all. Let us cherish his memory, as fur- 
nishing at least one example of a pure, single-minded pa. 
trict. Letno man draw water from the muddy pool of 
party politics to sprinkle on the snowy mantle of his fame, 
which is yet without spot or blemish. 

And John Marshall, too. Does the gentleman suppose 
that there is any man more ready than I am to award tle 
homage of sincere respect for the illustrious Chief Jus. 
tice? The purity and consistency of his life and character 
have extorted from almost all men of all parties a sent 
ment of admiration. His head is the pride of his country; 
his heart an ornament of human nature. He is clevated 
by his high station, not more than by his own lofty virtue, 
above the contaminating atmdésphere of faction by whic! 
he is surrounded-— 

“© Like some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale and midway leaves the storm; 


Though rolling clouds around its base are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.” 


But let me tell the gentleman that I remember too, 
with pride and exultation, that my native State is the birt! 
place of Jefferson, the apostle of liberty and the friend 
of man; the author of the Declaration of Independence; 
whose principles will be admired wherever liberty has « 
asylum, or freedom a votary; and of Madison, the author 
of the Virginia resolutions and report of 1799; than who! 
a purer patriot or a better man bas never lived; and long 
may he live, but yet not outlive that constitution of v 
he is the last surviving signer; that constitution over whic! 
he still watches with more than parental anxiety and s 
citude for its preservation, pure and undefiled. 

As to the argument between the gentleman and my self, 
it is before the committee to judge between us. | will 
only remark as to the authorities now produced by the 
gentleman, that, as to most of them, particularly those 


taken from the debates in the Virginia convention, p'™ 
perly understood, they support my view of the subject) 
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and, as to the rest, they depend upon the weight which 
is to be given to such general phrases as ‘* the American 
people,” ‘the whole people,” ‘the people of the 
Union,” &c. which may be found in abundance in every 
political treatise, essay, and fourth of July oration, when 
the attention of the author is not pojnted to the particular 
question on which we are at issue. That question ts, 
whether this constitution is a compact between sovereign 
States, or the constitution of ‘a single Government, made 
by the people of all the States as one political community. 

I certainly never intended to deny that this Government 
acted, and had a right to act, upon the individual citizens 
of the States. On the contrary, I stated substantially, if 
not in terms, that, in the exercise of its powers, the Govern- 
ment was partly national and partly federal, but that in its 
origin it was wholly federal; which is precisely the cha- 
racter given to it by Mr. Madison, who, among those having 
any title to be considered political teachers, is the one with 
whose opinions I believe my own accord more nearly than 
with those of any other ‘* master,” though I donot ** swear 
to all his words.” 

Mr. DRAYTON also made a few remarks in reply to 
Mr. Avams; after which, 

The committee rose, and reported the bill to the House 
with all the amendments. 

The House then adjourned. 





Fripay, Fesruary 8. 
REVENUE COLLECTION BILL. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 


wisest mode of resistance to the spirit now prevailing in 
South Carolina was to meet it by a spirit of conciliation; 
to meet the crisis arising from the oppressions of the Go- 
vernment by showing a disposition to relieve them. 

The report was read, and the bill and report were re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


MATTHEW LYON. 


The House again took up the bill for the relief of the 
descendants of Matthew Lyon; and a debate, of much the 
same character as that heretofore reported, took place. 

On motion of Mr. ALEXANDER, that clause of the 
bill which contains an allowance of interest (on the sum 
paid hy Mr. Lyomasa fine under the sedition law) was 
stricken out: Yeas 86. 

Mr. SLADE, of Vermont, said he well remembered 
that the friends of Colonel Lyon assembled, in great num- 
bers, at the prison, at the time of his discharge, with am- 
ple means to pay his fine, and with a determination to 
do it, if necessary; and that he had recently received a 
communication from a gentleman in his district, saying that 
it was the impression of the surviving democrats of 1798, 
in that quarter, that the fine was paid by Lyon’s friends. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. SLADE, 
WICKLIFFE and DANIEL; when 

Mr. VINTON moved to recommit the bill, with in- 
structions to inquire into the facts respecting the payment 
of the money. 

The motion failed: Yeas 59. 

Mr. BARRINGER then went into a quotation of the 


ported ‘*a bill more effectually providing for the execu-) proceedings had in the Senate relative to this claim, where 


tion of the revenue laws in certain cases, and for other| 
purposes,” accompanied by a report from the committee. 

Mr. B. said he deemed it proper, in making this report, 
to state that the provisions of the bill, as well as many of 
the sentiments expressed in the report, had received the| 
assent of a majority of the committee merely; the minority | 
had agreed that the bill should be reported to the House, | 
but did not think that its provisions went far enough to! 
meet the exigency: they concurred in some of the senti- 
ments expressed in the report accompanying the bill, but 
there were others to which they could not give their as-| 
sent. The minority had it under consideration whether 
they should present to the House a counter report or not; 
in that matter they would of course act their pleasure. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said that the chairman had cor- 
rectly stated the facts in relation to the minority of the 
committee. Mr. E. was one of the minority, and did not} 
think that the bill was such as to meet the exigencies of 
the times. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY agreed to the statement of the chair- 
man, but was himself one of the minority who agreed to 
the bill. 

The bill was read at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. FOSTER stated that very great difficulty had been 
experienced in the committee in arriving at any bill at all 
which should meet the views of every member of it: that 
now reported came nearer to doing so than any they had 
had under consideration; and the majority had given their 
consent to its being reported, in order that the House 
might have some bill before it. 

Mr. COULTER called for the reading of the report 
accompanying the bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD objected. 

Mr. GORDON said that, while he had given his assent 
that the bill should be reported, he had reserved to him- 
self, elsewhere and here, the liberty of going against any 
and all of its provisions. He considered legislation, in 
such a case, as a delicate and difficult task, and he could 
not give his assent to the measure proposed until he had 
time for more mature reflection, and had all the best 
light that he could obtain to guide him. He held the 








memorials had been frequently presented, and even a bill 
reported, but the memorials had had no effect, and the 
bill had been laid on the table without a count. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, Mr. THOMSON, of 
Ohio, and Mr. DRAPER, of Virginia, spoke in reply; 
when 

The hour allotted to morning business expired, and 
the House passed to the consideration of the 


TARIFF BILL, 


With the amendments thereto reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole yesterday. 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill until Monday next, and urged as 
a reason, that the comparative statements, showing the 
effects of the different tariff bills, had not yet been re- 
ceived from the Treasury Department in pursuance of the 
call upon it. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE wished the House to be fuller before 
the vote on postponement was taken. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved a call of the House. 

The House was called accordingly, and the yeas and 
nays were then taken on Mr. Everetr’s motion of 
postponement, and negatived: Yeas 51, nays 145. 

The bill was then taken up; and the question being on 
the first amendment reported from the committee, viz. to 
strike out the word ‘‘ worsted” before ‘‘ twist and yarn” 
in the first section of the bill, which imposes a duty on 
raw wool and woollen yarn of forty per cent. ad valorem, 
and four cents a pound, (to be afterwards diminished, 

The amendment was opposed by Mr. HOFFMAN, Mr. 
ROOT, and Mr. H. EVERETT, and advocated by Mr. 
PENDLETON and Mr. DEARBORN, on the ground 
that this worsted yarn was useful in the making of stock- 
ings ana bombasin, and could be made only from a spe- 
cies of wool not in this country. 

The amendment was opposed as opening a door to the 
importation of English wool almost duty free, and as en- 
couraging foreign in preference to American industry. 

The amendment was rejected without a count. 

Mr. ROOT now moved to amend the bill, so as to stop 
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the reduction of the duty on wool at the point of thirty 


fore seemed to him to be presented at this time in a new 


per cent. ad valorem, and two cents per pound specific, |aspect; one which left the House uncommitted by the act 


(after March, in the year 1835.) 

Mr. BEARDSLEY opposed the amendment, as destroy- 
ing the just proportion between the duty on wool and 
woollens. 

Mr. ROOT replied, and supported his amendment. 1f 
the ratio between wool and woollens should be disturbed 
by this change, there would be an opportunity to restore 
it when the House came to the next section on woollens. 

Mr. BATES, of Massachusetts, supported the amend- 
ment, and contended that there was no necessity of ad- 
mitting foreign wool in any case. 

Mr. WILDE said that the compound dyty, as it now 
stood amended, would range through the different years 
as follows: fifty-four, forty-five and a half, thirty-seven, 
and twenty-eight and a half per cent. The present amend- 
ment omitted the last step in this series. Great Britain 
imported foreign wool, and ought not we? 

Mr. BATES said no: as our wool was much finer than 
the English. 

Mr. McKENNAN advocated the amendment, and refer- 
red to the duty fixed last year at between sixty and se- 
venty per cent. 

Mr. DAYAN was also in favor of it; though he insisted 
that any protection short of the bill of last year would be 
totally useless to the wool-growing interest. 

Mr. BATES, of Maine, said he was himself a wool 
grower, and should blush to ask more duty than was pro- 
posed by the present amendment. Though he had pro- 
duced so large an amount of domestic wvol, two-thirds of 
it was consumed in household manufacture, and would not 
be affected by the duty one way or the other. 

Mr. H. EVERETT was in favor of the amendment, 
and demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CRAIG went into some general reflections on the 
effect of great changes of policy, however salutary, as 
being always attended with present partial injury, and 
thought this answer applied generally to all the objec- 
tions urged against lowering the tariff. If one interest 
was benefited by it, another must be depressed; nor was 
this depression confined to foreigners, but shared by part 
of our own people. He argued to show that it was im- 


possibie, under any circumstances, for any manufacture, | cease to exist. 
which had been firmly established, to go down, even if} prohibition. 


all protection should be removed, because the capacity of 
the country to import would soon find its level, and then 
importation would cease. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY observed that the honorable gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. McKennan] had remarked 
that the present Congress, by the law of last July, had 
expressed an opinion that four cents upon each pound, and 
forty per cent. on the value of imported wool, were but 
a proper rate of duty for that article, and he had asked, 
what evidence is now furnished to justify a change in 
that opinion? It should be kept in mind, said Mr. B., 
that the judgment of the House, as proved by the act 
referred to, was simply upon the proper rate of duty for 
the present year; it did not profess to fix the duty perma- 
nently at the rate indicated in that act. That act made 
no provision for a prospective and gradual reduction, as is 
contemplated by the amendment which he had submitted. 
The rate of duty was also fixed by the act of July, upon 


the supposition that that act would yield the amount of| 


of July; and it became necessary to inquire whether 
those who were favorable to the encouragement of Ame- 
rican labor, could now reasonably expect to make the 
present rates of duty on protected articles permanent, or, 
on the other hand, whether they would not, one and all, 
admit the propriety of a gradual reduction upon these as 
well as every other description of imports. 

He was decidedly adverse to making the rates of duty 
equal upon all imports: he had no constitutional difficui- 
ties in this respect, and would discriminate in favor of 
American labor and capital; but, in doing so, he would 
endeavor, while the system operated beneficially in one 
region of the country, that it should not be made to press 
unjustly upon another. The public debt was regarded 
as paid off; our trade and commerce were increasing; the 
aggregate amount of imports was greatly augmented, and 
would rise higher and higher, every year, while the ag. 
gregate of duties was at this time to be greatly diminished. 
The amendment he had proposed did not contemplate 
any reduction of the duty upon the article of wool during 
the present year. Reduction would not commence until 
March, 1834, and could not therefore essentially affect 
any business arrangements which had taken place since 
the act of July, and he did not believe that we could 
expect for a longer time to keep up the rates of protec. 
tion secured by that act. He had not only proposed a 
gradual reduction upon wool, after the present year, but 
had offered similar amendments to the duty upon the 
manufactures of wool and cotton. These amendments, 
would in due time.come up for the decision of the House. 

An honorable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Bares] had said that there was no reason whatever for 
any reduction upon the raw article, as it might be produc- 
ed to any extent in our own country. This remark, said 
Mr. B., applies with about equal force to every article 
which we produce and manufacture: to iron and cotton, 
as wellas to wool. We have inexhaustible supplies of 
iron ore, and cotton may be produced in almost any quan- 
tity in this country. If the capacity to furnish a full 
domestic supply is alone a sufficient reason for continuing 
the present rates of duty, that reason will probably never 

That reason would carry us at once to 
On this ground we might regard the pre- 
| sent rates as permanent, and that without the least refer- 
lence to the amount of duty which it may be necessary to 
impose for the purposes of Government. Mr, B. said he 
| did not look upon the system as thus established. He 
was as desirous as any member of the House to preserve 
| the manufacturing establishments of the country, and to 
| encourage its agricultural interests. He had not given a 
vote in hostility to those interests, nor would he. He, 
| however, regarded a competition with foreigners, under 
| Proper limitations, and with suitable advantages on the 
part of our own citizens, as perfectly compatible with a 
hearty devotion to domestic interests, and indeed as 
‘indispensable to the equal operation of the tariff sys- 
| tem. . 
| He did not design to occupy much of the time of the 
| House, but, with permission, would proceed to make a few 
| suggestions upon the remark of the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

‘The more ardent supporters.of a tariff for protection, 


duties necessary for the actual wants of the Government, | said Mr. B., one and all, argue after this manner: Give 
and no more. Yet the House had been advised by the | adequate protection to American industry, and you invite 
Secretary of the Treasury, that, so far from reducing the! capital to every occupation and pursuit thus encouraged. 
duties down to what would be required for the legitimate | Capital employed to stimulate and reward labor, increases 
and fair purposes of the Government, that act would in| competition, until this competition amongst capitalists and 
fact bring into the treasury an excess of six millions of|laborers brings the price of the manufactured article 
dollars. He was not aware that this opinion of the Se-|down to the lowest point at which it can be afforded by 
cretary had been seriously questioned in this House, or that; the best efforts of industry and skill. kf 

its accuracy could well be doubted. The subject there-| This argument, said Mr. B., appears to me just in its 
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full extent, in its application amongst ourselves. We 
certainly can thus produce any manufactured article as 
low as it can be afforded by the most discreet employment 
of American capital and the highest efforts of American 
enterprise and ingenuity. But it by no means follows 
that we can thus reduce prices to those of the manufac- 
turers of Europe. Indeed, while capital in Europe is 
plenty and cheap, and while labor is there very low in 
comparison with the wages paid here, it is certain that 
for most manufactures we must pay higher for the do- 
mestic article than we should have to pay for that import- 
ed from abroad, and subject to an ordinary revenue duty 
only. This remark is more or less just in its application, 
according to the amount of capital and manual labor 
which enters into the value of the manufactured article. 
Some articles, as ordinary cotton goods, it must be admit- 
ted, may be produced here, about as low asin any part of 
the world. The reason is obvious. The principal value 
of the article is the raw material: its manufacture is al- 
most exclusively by machinery: manual labor enters very 
little into the price at which it can be afforded. Hence, 
this article, sir, might now probably defy all fair, foreign 
competition. It is exported from this country, and sold, 
as | understand, at a good profit in foreign markets. It 
is far otherwise, however, sir, with those manufactures in 
which manual labor is a principal part of the expense of 
the article. Competition, therefore, will not necessarily 
bring prices here to a level with those in Europe. We 
must pay more than is paid there, while wages and 
capital continue to be so much better rewarded in the 
United States than in Europe. 

Mr. B. said he presumed no gentleman on this floor 
would ever desire to see American labor reduced in its 
reward to the low pittance which it receives in most fo- 
reign countries. He did not suppose that any such feeling 
existed in this House, or elsewhere. He was confident 
that he spoke the feeling of his constituents when he 
declared that they were, one and all, not only willing, but 
desirous, that honest industry, in any and every depart- 
ment and occupation of life, should receive its just re- 
ward—a reward, which shall enable every one, who is 
blessed with health and strength and ordinary sagacity 
and forecast, to enjoy that fair proportion of the good 
things of this life, which is proper for a mortal body and 
an immortal spirit. Thou shalt not wrong or oppress the 
poor. Honest labor should secure an honest and a plen- 
teous reward. 

Mr. B. said he did not doubt that such were the feel- 
ings of his countrymen in every section of the Union, yet 
he must admit that they might, with some reason, object 
tothat State policy which imposed the necessity of en- 
gaging in employments which could only be successfully 


not indeed in all foreign countries, it sells at a price consi" 
derably below what it commands here. 

Such, sir, said Mr. B., is the effect of this system in 
the Northern and Middle regions of the Union. It stimu- 
lates, more or less, every species of labor; gives life and 
activity to every description of business, and, in insuringa 
higher reward to the products of agriculture, equalizes 
the operation of the system amongst all classes of persons. 
If it is not so; if indeed it adds only to the price of manu- 
facturing labor and to the value of manufacturing capital; 
if these constitute the sum and substance of the system in 
the manufacturing regions, then it is thereby palpably un- 
equal and unjust in its operation upon different classes of 
citizens. But he made no such charge against the sys- 
tem: If it enhanced the prices of the protected articles, 
it had alike effect upon the agricultural products and 
upon every description of labor. He believed that prices 
were so adjusted in these regions, that the system ope- 
rated with reasonable equality and justice upon every 
description of persons. 

Is such its effect at the South? This appears to me 
to be the important question. The staples of the South 
are cotton, rice, tobacco. These, amounting to about 
two-thirds of the full value of the exports of American 
products, are sent forth into the general market of the 
world to find purchasers. The domestic market for these 
products is not superior to the foreign. Mr. B. said he 
was not aware that they sell more advantageousiy at home 
than they doabroad. He did not perceive in what man- 
ner the manufacture in the United States of cotton, iron, 
or wool, had any considerable effect in augmenting the 
price of those productions of the South. It was true 
that the cultivation of sugar cave, and the manufacture of 
sugar, did give some encouragziment to a particular spe- 
cies of Southern labor, and probably had some little effect 
upon the value of cotton. The sugar plantations were 
well adapted to the cultivation of that product. The 
employment of a part of the Southern labor and capital 
in the production of sugar, instead of devoting it exclu- 
sively to that of cotton, no doubt had an influence more 
or less beneficial in favor of the cotton planter. Yet, 
looking at the effect of the protective policy upon the 
various interests and sections of the Union, he was con- 
strained to say that he believed its advantages were de- 
cidedly in favor of the Northern and Middle States. 

To illustrate this idea, said Mr. B., let us suppose the 
duty on protected articles to be fifty per cent.; that we 
limport twenty millions in value of such goods annually, 

and manufacture a like amount of similar articles at home. 
The duty of fifty per cent. on the amount imported, 
would carry ten millions of dollars into the treasury. 


Upon the old idea, and which he supposed to be correct, 
conducted by the exaction of high and disproportionate] the ten millions of duty would be added to the twenty 


prices. For ourselves, we have a right to be generous:| millions in value of these imports, and they would in fact 
but for our constituents and our country, our first duty is| sell to the consumers at thirty millions, exclusive of pro- 
to be just. fits. But the domestic articles would also sell at the same 
It must be admitted, sir, said Mr. B., that the manufac-| advanced price: so that the twenty millions manufactured 
turing regions, the Northern and Middle States, are in the} at home would in fact also sell for thirty millions. Thus, 
main highly prosperous under the operation of this sys-}sir, these articles, the foreign and domestic, would be en- 
tem. Labor of every description commands a high price, | hanced in price and value by the operation of this system, 
and the productions of agriculture, in general, find ready |twenty millions of dollars. Of this twenty millions, one- 
and advantageous markets. In these respects, it is cer-|half only would pass into the treasury; the remaining ten 
tain that the manufacturing regions enjoy great advanta-| millions would be the amount of protection given to the 
ges when compared with other sections of our country. | industry and products of our own country. To be sure, 
fence the ability of these regions to pay the enhanced) said Mr. B., all this is erroneous, if the modern idea that 
prices of domestic manufactures, Domestic labor of every|the Southern producer of exports pays all the duties on 
description secures a higher compensation: and almost|imports into the United States: but if these duties are 
every production of the soil is at the same time advanced | paid by the consumers, then he must insist that the view 
in value. The grower of wool sells the clippings of his| he bad presented was substantially just. 
flock at a better price: a price depending exclusively | The population of the Northern and Middle States do, 
upon the home market. Wool is not exported: its value| unquestionably, consume their full proportion of all the 
in the United States, therefore, depends very little upon| productions of skill, of science, and the arts. So far, sir, 
the price of the article in other countries. In most, if|they will pay their full share of the twenty millions which 
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he had supposed to be the enhanced value of protected 
articles, under the operation of this system; and they are 
abundantly able te do so. The same policy which gives 
a higher compensation to the manufacturer, affords a like 
advantage to the farmer and mechanic, and indeed to 
every occupation and profession in the manufacturing 
States. But he could not discover what advantage, equi- 
valent to the enhanced price of protected articles, is given 
to the Southern purchaser and consumer of this species 
of property. There are no manufactures at the South; 
at least none of any consequence. The mass of Southern 
labor is exerted in the production of cotton, rice, and to- 
bacco. If these are not enhanced in value, then the sys- 
tem, while it imposes burdens, does not carry with it cor- 
respondent benefits. It must therefore be more or less 
unequal; if unequal, that inequality is so far unjust, and 
it should, as he thought, be the anxious desire, as he con- 
ceived it to be the imperious duty, of every member of 
the House to correct that inequality. 

With this view, he had, at the last session, voted for the 
admission of certain descriptions of coarse woollen cloths 
at the very low rate of five per cent. duty upon the value, 
The House had then been told that these cloths were of 
general use for the clothing of a certain description of 
the Southern population. That provision, in the bill of 
last July, had been advocated and sustained as advantage- 
ous to the South. The North had not called for it: it 
was a discrimination then supposed to be favorable, more 
or less; he did not speak of the extent of the advantage, 
but it was supposed to be especially favorable to the agri- 
cultural interests at the South. He still hoped-it would 


be found so; although some indications had recently been | 


given in this hall, that its continuance was not desired by 
many of those who had, at the last session, given their 
support to the measure. 
ing these indications, he believed that the low rate of duty 


upon coarse cloths could not fail to be beneficial to the | 


planting interest. It would cheapen coarse clothing, an 
item of no trifling consequence to the owners of large 
estates. He could wish that there were other articles of 


general and peculiar demand at the South, and to which | 


the same principle might be applicd. The tendency 
would be to equalize the system. While the manufactur- 
ing region, as a whole, is improved and invigorated, these 
discriminations in favor of other sections of the Union 
would be but sheer justice. But he was not aware that 
there was any other imported article or commodity, which 
would fall within the reason of the rule that had been ap- 
plied to coarse woollen cloths. We must, then, seek in 
some other measure to equalize the operation of this sys- 
tem. The Northern capitalists, the Northern farmers, and 
the Northern laborers, are too just and too generous to 
ask or receive profit at the expense of other regions. 
Equality is equity; they ask no more from the legislation 
of Congress. ‘I'o industry, economy, and enterprise, 
with a firm reliance on Providence, they are willing to 
confide the rest. 

It is scarcely to be credited, said Mr. B., that any sys- 
tem really equal in its operation should be so universally 
condemned as this is, south of the Potomac. It surely can- 
not conduce to their prosperity, as it does to ours. They 
have for years strongly and unitedly opposed it as une- 
qual.. So intense, so enduring, and so unanimous a judg- 
ment, and that not of the people of a single State, but 
of several contiguous States, cannot well be wholly des- 
titute of foundation. We are at least bound to admit that, 
in the main, it is an opinion honestly, formed, although 
doubtless greatly aggravated by the arts of ambitious and 
unprincipled demagogues. A whole people, however, can- 
not, without some actual injury, be goaded into so general 
an execration of any system. We might respect even ho- 
nest | 
ry well-g 


rejudices, and should surely attempt to relieve eve- 


rounded cause of complaint. All this is due to 
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Mr. B. said that, notwithstand- | 
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the spirit of our institutions; and it is only by thus acting, 
in simplicity and truth, that we can hope to see these 
States united by that firmest of all ties, a general and 
common interest of the whole in the preservation of 
every part. 

Mr. B. said he did not intend by these remarks to 
adopt or concur in the idea, that this system had reduced 
the South to that degree of wretchedness and poverty 
which its orators had ascribed to it. Very far from it: 
the picture was too highly colored: it could not, and did 
not command his assent. ‘The unequal pressure of the 
system upon the two sections of our country he believed 
to exist, yet he also hoped and believed that the South 
was still substantially prosperous, and that it might ever 
remain so. 

Mr. B. said that this inequality in the pressure of the 
system was with him cause enough for desiring that it 
should undergo some change. But he did not think that 
the condition of the country, looking at its different re. 
gions, and the actual state of existing establishments, 
would demand or justify any sudden and violent change 
in the protective policy. He desired, however, to see a 
change commenced within some short period. Make it 
gradual—slow—yet certain. He believed this might be 
done without essential injury to any section or interest in 
the Union. It might, to some moderate extent, reduce 
the profits of capital and the wages of labor. He, how- 
ever, believed that its influence in these respects, under 
the operation of the proposed reduction, would scarce}; 
be felt. If the price of domestic manufactures was thus 
'reduced, the reduction would be very small in any one 
year. And we should bear in mind that if this reduction 
lis felt as a loss to us, it is felt asa gain elsewhere. That 
ithus we equalize the operation of an arbitrary system, 
making its burdens and its blessings felt as far as practica- 
ble in every region, and by every individual of this vast 
and diversified country. 

A word, sir, as to South Carolina We are advised not 
to pass any bill at this time, lest it should be supposed 
that Congress is coerced by her menacing attitude. Mr 
B. said he would not concede any thing to the posture or 
the threats of that State; on the other hand, he would 
not thus be deterred from adopting a measure strictly pro- 
|per of itself. South Carolina alone had assumed an atti- 
tude of force and defiance. But twenty-three States against 
‘one were ‘‘ fearful odds.”? This body, he thought, might 
|do its duty without the slightest ground to apprehend that 
improper motives would be imputed. The resistance to 
the laws, threatened by South Carolina, was a distinct 
| question, and one which would probably secure the carly, 
and, he trusted, the decided action of this House. lle 
| would add, that if there really was any cause to appre- 
hend that the permanence of the Union was at this time 
endangered, it arose, in his judgment, not from the pos- 
ture of South Carolina—that alone could not excite an) 
such apprehension—but from a deep-rooted and general 
opinion at the South, that their interests are not identical 


with those of the North; that the policy, which is deeme dl 


by a majority to be of general utility, operates, in fact, in 
their region, as a burden rather than a relief. From this 
conviction, general as it now is, universal as it may be- 
come, and sharpened and exasperated in its progress, he 
would not deny that we had some ground to look, at no 
distant day, for formidable and portentous consequences. 
He would not anticipate or dwell upon them; he was, 
however, free to say, that they did not lessen his very 
sincere desire to see the whole subject adjusted in 2 man- 
ner which may satisfy honest public opinion, and do st- 
stantial justice to every interest and section of our common 
country. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, then rose, and said: It !s 
; worth our while, before we vote on this measure, as it '5 
the first, and will be followed by others of like character, t0 
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ment proposes to reduce the duty on wool in three years 
to 25 per cent ad valorem; and the amendment to the 
amendment proposes to leave that duty at 30 per cent. 
He should, he thought, vote for both, not because he ap- 
proved of them, or considered them as suitable acts of 
legislation for this Government to adopt, but because he 
considered them more favorable to the great agricultural 
interests of the country than the bill; and this was the 
only reason why he should give them his support, if he 
gave it at all. 

He would, while up, take the occasion to say that pro- 
bably few members on the floor felt more anxious than 
he had to see this all-stirring subject settled; to see na- 
tional harmony restored, and the jarring opinions, if pos- 
sible, reconciled. He had from the outset entertained 
this sentiment; and while all around him seemed to concur 
in it, and seemed anxious to allay excitement, and to 
cherish better feeling, it gave him pain to observe that 
the House, after more than four weeks of intense labor, 
had approximated little towards it; indeed, he said, the 
signs of the times were such that he despaired of any rea- 
sonable adjustment. 

He saw the bill of the Committee of Ways and Means 
execrated throughout the country as a measure unsuita- 
ble to be the basis of future revenue. He used no harsher 
language than facts justified, for it gives satisfaction no- 
where in the portions of the Union attached to the protec- 
tion of our industry; and he was equally confident it was 
reprobated where he supposed it was designed to give 
contentment. We had now had it under consideration a 
month, had endeavored to amend, alter, adjust, and 
bring it into an acceptable form. We had labored early 
and late, and what had it all come to? Would any one 
say we are now apparently any nearer to the object of de- 
sire than when we commenced? Every motion, every 
proposition to modify this bill, unsatisfactory as its provi- 
sions are, has been steadily and resolutely resisted by the 
South, and we have this painful evidence that no better 
propositions, no terms more just and bencficial to the! 
country, are to be offered tous. The bill, therefore, and} 
nothing else, has the approbation of those opposed to the} 
tariff. We have, therefore, he observed, no alternative 
left, but to resist a measure so unjust and injurious; end 
this, for one, he should do to the last, if it were not im- 
proved. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusctts 
must confine his remarks to the amendment. 

Mr. D. inquired if it was not in order for him to argue 
that the proposed decrease of duty was impolitic, and bad 
legislation. 

The SPEAKER assented to this. 

Mr. D. observed he believed he had confined himself} 
within the strictest rules of order, and should continue} 
soto do. He had spoken at large, on a preceding day, | 
of the injurious policy of reducing wages, and of the! 
pernicious tendency it had to make a poor, ignorant, and) 
miserable population, like that of Europe. He had said 
that duties could not be reduced on protected articles| 
without producing this effect to an extent proportioned | 
to the reduction; and this would not reach manufacturers 
alone, but all laborers inthe country. He had, therefore, | 
said a question of reduction was one of serious import, | 
and should be well considered. And he would now in- 
quire if the avowed object of this bill was not a reduction 
of revenue, because there would be a surplus in the trea-| 
sury. He did not concur with the gentleman from New) 
York, [Mr. Brannsrer,] that we had any evidence before 
us of such an excess of revenue. The Secretary of the 
Treasury proved to us last summer, if the bill then pass- 
ed, which did become a law, that it would raise only a) 








revenue of $12,000,000; but he now alleges, only a few! ; : 
months having elapsed, that it will produce $18,000,000.| purpose. (The Srzaxen noddedassent.] Certainand fixed 
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It is not easy to understand his reasons for this change of 
estimates; nor is it easy to settle which opinion is entitled 
to most consideration. If it will raise no more than $12,- 
000,000, the Government will need that sum, and there 
is no occasion for further reduction. The Secretary, 
however, does not pretend that even if the sum of $18,- 
000,000 is raised, that there would be any surplus this 
year, for the whole will be absorbed by the demands of 
the Government. No excess can accrue, therefore, be- 
fore the close of the year 1834, and it is by his statement 
problematical whether there will be any then. Why 
should we be pressed so urgently on this subject now, as 
if it was a matter of certainty, when it is only a contin- 
gent? Why should we be forced to go forward blind- 
fold—to grope along a path which the Secretary himself 
seems not able to point out with any certain knowledge’, 
Yet this reduction is alleged to be the main object of the 
bill, and we are urged to act here as if we knew that the 
laws would place in the treasury six millions of surplus 
revenue in 1834; and this is the reason pressed unceas- 
ingly upon us to pass the bill. 

Such matters, he said, ascame properly before us, he was 
willing to consider. The public debt was nearly paid 
off, and we shall consequently have less occasion for 
money; we must therefore raise less than we hitherto 
have done; but we had not been unmindful of this event, 
and had prepared for it by lessening the revenue ten or 
twelve millions in a short period. He admitted that the 
argument against an accumulating surplus in the treasury 
was sound, and did not deny that the Government must 
be limited in its income to its necessary expenditures; but 
the enemies of American industry insist on lessening the 
protection of the laborer, on the ground of a surplus. 
He desired assurance of the existence of such surplus; be- 
fore he acted on this question, he wished to be made rea- 
sonably certain that hostility to our industry did not out- 
run all other considerations. 

In voting, he said he should keep these considerations 
steadily in view, and would reiterate that he should sup- 
port no bill that abandoned the principle of protection. 
In reducing the revenue, let us, he said, understand what 
we do, and upon what principles we act. It seems to be 
assumed here, that the only mode of reducing revenue 
is to reduce all duties on imports equally. He protested 
against this, as a false, unsound theory, designed to de- 
stroy, by its insidious action, the protective doctrine, 
without accomplishing the object it professed to have in 
view. The bill before us, which is recommended because 
it is alleged to be necessary to reduce revenue, contains 
items that by this process will increase, instead of dimin- 
ishing revenue. Take, for example, ardent spirits, the 
duty on which is perhaps one hundred and fifty per cent., 
and suppose this duty reduced to seventy-five per cent., 
will not the importations which are now restrained by the 
very high duty be so increased as to increase the revenue? 
The Committee of Ways and Means, he said he believed, 
admitted that this would be the result. The same may be 
said of other articles. 

Mr. WILDE rose, and inquired if it was in order to dis- 
cuss the whole subject. 

The SPEAKER said, no; the argument must be confined 
to the amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS desired to be informed if it was not in order 
to show the impolicy of reducing duties on wool in the 
manner proposed. 

The SPEAKER replied, yes. [There was acry from dif- 
ferent quarters, “‘ go on——-go on.”] The argument he had 
uséd wasto that point. The general proposition is to 
reduce the revenue, and to accomplish this object the 
amendment proposes to reduce the duty on wool. To 
this, he, in the form in which it stood, was opposed, and 
his argument he considered direct and legitimate for this 
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Mr. STEWART now moved further to amend, 0 as 
to leave the duty on wool as by the law of 1832, viz. 49 
per cent. ad valorem, and 4 cents per pound specific, anj 
supported his motion by a short speech, insisting that, 
should the bill stand without further amendment, the im. 
portation of wool would be doubled. 

Mr. WILDE considered the vote last taken as an index 
of what was to be the ultimate fate of the bill. Yet he woulq 
notice some of the steps in the process of its gradual re. 
jection. He then went into a calculation to show what 
were the profits of the wool growers of the North, the 
result of which was, that at the price of 55 cents for woo} 
they make a profit of 18 or 19 per cent. 

Mr. PENDLETON scouted these calculations as whol. 
ly erroneous, three sheep having been taken as the aye. 
ragesto an acre, whereas the average was less than two 
The gentletman had allowed $30 for the expense of keep. 
ing 100 sheep for a year; while the hay alone they con. 
sumed in winter was worth $75. 

Mr. BATES, of Massachusetts, said he was in the habit 
of paying $1 50 a piece for the keeping of his sheep, 
that 100 would cost 150 instead of 30 dollars. 

Mr. SLADE said the gentleman had allowed nothing 
for the loss by disease. 

The question was now taken on Mr. SrEwanr’s amend. 
ment, and decided by yeas and nays as follows: Yeas 85, 
nays 99. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question was then put on the amendment reported 
by the committee as amended, on motion of Mr. ROOT, 
and decided by yeas and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Allison, Arnold, Asb- 
ley, Babcock, Banks, Barber, Barstow, Isaac C. Bates, 
Briggs, Brodhead, Bucher, Bullard, Burd, Cahoon, 
Chandler, Choate, Collier, Condict, Condit, E. Cooke, 
B. Cooke, Corwin, Crane, Crawford, Creighton, J. Ds- 
vis, Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, Dickson, Duncan, Elks- 
worth, G. Evans, J. Evans, E. Everett, H. Everett, Ford, 
Grennell, H. Hall, Hiester, Hodges, Haghes, Hunting- 
ton, thrie, Ingersoll, Irvin, Jewett, J. Johnson, Kendall, 
Kennon, J. King, H. King, Leavitt, Letcher, Marshall, 
Maxwell, McCarty, R. McCoy, McKennan, Mercer, Milli. 
gan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Newton, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pierson, Pitcher, Potts, Randolph, J. Reed, Root, Rus 
sel, Semmes, Slade, Spence, Stanbery, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Storrs, Sutherland, Taylor, P. Thomas, J. Thomson, 
Tompkins, Tracy, Vance, Wardwell, Washington, W:t- 
mough, Weeks, Wilkin, Wheeler, E. Whittlesey, | 
Whittlesey, E. D. White, Wickliffe, Young—97. 
















principles, he said, ought to govern us in this and all votes 
that we give on this and all other propositions for reduc- 
tion; and at the head should stand constantly the princi- 
ple of protecting American industry; no measure should 
meet with countenance that aims to abolish this. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Brannster] 
said the only wise way to reduce is to do it gradually. 
With that gentleman, he said, he concurred thus far; but 
we ought to look as well at what we had done as to 
what we were called on to do. In July last, Congress 
considered this matter with the most anxious and deli- 
berate attention, and lowered the duty greatly, and this 
should not escape observation, as any attempt to descend 
further may be attended with great peril, and may be 
followed by grievous calamity. Notwithstanding this, 
he observed, greater reductions were demanded to com- 
pose the irritated state of feeling which is alleged to ex- 
ist in the country; and how can it be done? If done at 
all, it can be accomplished in but one way, without vio- 
lence to private rights, and great private suffering. It 
must be gradual—very gradual—and a long time, and 
arranged with great judgment and discretion. ‘There is 
an immense interest at stake, and the prosperity, nay, 
almost the existence of a vast population involved in it, 
and it should be approached with caution, and changes 
affecting it made with sound judgment. What, he said, 
he would repeat, do you propose to do? Last July a 
great change was made, but the law goes into operation 
in March next; that change which was a reduction of 20 
per cent. of the present duties on wool is still future, 
and will Congress add to it the present proposed reduc- 
tion of 15 per cent. of the duties of 1832? Can the 
country bear this? for it is to be followed up on woollens 
and other articles. Will the wool grower be satisfied to 
have his property made thus the sport of this body? But 
this is not all, for this reduction is to continue for three 
years after the same rate. This is not gradual, but rapid 
——very rapid—and full ofhazard. The time is not long 
enough, especially for men in debt. The descent should 
he slow; the annual reduction so small, that, by increased 
skill and economy, men may not only exert themselves, but 
may succeed in meeting it. If, he said, you descend 16 
or 20 percent. ina year, they will sit down in despair, being 
unable to grapple with it. Men should have time to pre- 
pare for changes in their business. ‘his proposition of 
the gentleman from New York goes by long strides; it is 
very hurried; and though, said he, the principle is the 
right one, yet the details are objectionable. 

He said he had occupied the attention of the House 
much longer than he intended when he rose. He would} NAYS—Messrs. Adair, Alexander, Robert Allen, Ar 
not, in conclusion, say the wool growers or the manufac- |derson, Angel, Archer, John S. Barbour, Barnwell, Bar- 
turers would bear any change from the bill of ’32, with-|ringer, James Bates, Beardsley, Bell, Bergen, Bethune, 
out hard pressure and suffering. He believed they|John Blair, Bouck, Bouldin, Cambreleng, Carson, Chinn, 
would not, but hoped they would willingly make great} Claiborne, Clay, Clayton, Coke, Connor, Coulter, Craig, 
sacrifices for repose. They were wearied with this end-| Davenport, Warren R. Davis, Doubleday, Drayton, Dr- 
less warfare. And, believing such to be their feelings,|per, Felder, Findlay, Fitzgerald, Foster, Gaither, Gil- 
he should, for one, take the responsibility of voting a|more, Gordon, Griffin, Thomas H. Hall, William Hall, 
judicious and gradual reduction, if the discontented would | Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, Horn, Howard, Hub- 
sit down and be at peace under it; otherwise, he would not| bard, Isacks, Jarvis, Jenifer, R. M. Johnson, Cave Joln- 
lift his finger to carry any measure through. He rose to|son, Kavanagh, Kerr, Lamar, Lansing, Lecompte, Lent, 
express these general views, that his course on this, and| Lewis, Mardis, Mason, William McCoy, McDuffie, Mc!n- 
the measures which will succeed, might be understood. |tire, McKay, Newnan, Nuckolls, Patton, Polk, E. © 
He did not propose, at present, to introduce any mea-|Reed, Rencher, Roane, W. B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, 
sure, but hoped, if the South desired, as they had often|Smith, Soule, Speight, Standifer, Francis Thomas, W 
expressed themselves, to save our manufactures, and, at|Thompson, Verplanck, Wayne, C. P. White, Wilde, 
the same time, to compose all controversy, that some | Williams, Worthington—88. 
gentleman from that quarter would offer something be-| [This section of the bill, therefore, stood thus: on woo! 
sides this bill, which no man in favor of protection can}worth 8 cents a pound, and on woollen twist and yarn, 4 
support. Bh 

The question was now taken, and decided by yeas and| March, 1834; then 3 cents and 35 per cent. till 1552; 
nays as follows: Yeas 100, nays 87. and then 2 cents and 30 per cent. permanent. } 

So Mr. Roor’s amendment was carried, The House then adjourned. 
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Saturpar, Fenruary 9. 


THE NAVAL, SERVICE. 


On motion of Mr. VERPLANCK, the House went into 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Warp in the chair, on the 
bill making appropriations for. the naval service for the 
year 1833. 

Various amendments were proposed and adopted. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said the time had arrived when it 
had become necessary to mit the discretionary power of 
appointing midshipmen, which was now exercised by the 
Secretary of the Navy. It appeared by the navy register 
that the present number was upwards of 450, which might 
be indefinitely increased at the discretion of the head of 
the Navy Department. No limitation existed as to the 
number excepting the amount of the appropriations. 
Within the last two years it appeared that a large number 
of appointments had been made. He moved an amend- 
ment to the bill providing that the number of midshipmen 
should not be increased until otherwise ordered by law. 

Mr. ANDERSON was not prepared to support such an 
amendment until the facts to which it related were laid 
before the House. If the gentleman would move a reso- 
lution calling for those facts, he*should have his vote in 
favor of the call. There might be too great a number of 
mi lshipmen in the navy; but there were many circum- 
stances relative to their number which should be taken 
into view before it was definitely fixed by law. It was a 
fact well known to all acquainted with the naval service, 
that a considerable proportion of the midshipmen who 
were appointed, after going to sea and ascertaining the na- 
ture and hardships of the duties imposed upon them, had 
left the service, and gone into other pursuits more conge- 
nial to their tastes or their constitutions. Others, after 
going to sea for the period required by the rules of the 
department, were not found to be qualified to pass the rigid 
examination to which they were subjected before they 
could receive promotion, and either resigned or were dis- 
missed from the service. The precise number of mid- 
shipmen which might be required he was unable to fix 
without information from the department. He could not 
vote for the amendment until the necessary facts should be 
laid before the House. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE did not propose to diminish the pre- 
sent number of midshipmen by the amendment, or restrain 
the head of the department from filling up such vacancies 
as might occur from the causes suggested by the gentle- 
man from Maine, [Mr. Anpenson.] If gentlemen were 
disposed to wait until an answer to a call for information 
should be obtained, and a bill founded upon such in- 
formation could be carried through both Houses of Con- 
gress, they would probably wait a considerable. period. 
He regarded the present as a proper occasion to provide 
against the further increase of this class of officers: while 
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officers now in service exceeded the wants of the navy 
in time of peace. But he could inform th~ gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr.. Wickuirre,] that it would be ex- 
tremely difficult to limit the number in any other mode 
than that'by which it was now limited by law. No plan 
is proposed for removing the unnecessary officers. This. 
was an essential requisite. The number had always been 
limited by the amount of the appropriation for their pay 
and subsistence. It was already provided by law that the 
expenditure under that head should in no case exceed 
the amount of the appropriation. ‘ihe precise number 
of officers to be employed in the various grades under the 
present system could not be limited without great incon- 
venience in any other way. It would be found impossible 
for the House to determine beforehand how many offi- 
cers ought to be employed in the several grades. He 
regarded the proposed amendment as entirely useless, 
though he was satisfied that midshipmen were too nume- 
rous as well as the officers in other grades. This he in- 
ferred from the great number who were kept waiting or- 
ders. . 

Mr. WICKLIFFE inquired how many officers were in 
that situation. 

Mr. HOFFMAN was not able to state the number. 
After a full examination of the subject, he had come to 
the conclusion that the power of Congress over the num- 
ber of officers was most properly exercised in limiting the 
amount of the pay and emoluments which they might re- 
ceive. If the number was to be reduced, the mode in 
which the reduction was to be made should be pointed out. 

Mr. VANCE did not know what number of midshipmen 
were necessary for the naval service, but he thought it 
high time that some check was placed upon the power of 
appointment. By reference to the navy register, he found 
that the State of Ohio has twelve midshipmen out of 450, 
and that forty or fifty had been appointed since the com- 
mencement of 1832. While Ohio has but twelve upon 
the list of midshipmen, he had been endeavoring for three 
years to get one appointed from his district. It was time 
that provision be made by law that these appointments 
be properly distributed among the several States. He had 
no hesitation in saying, if the present unequal mode of 
distributing these appointments was continued, the effect 
would be injurious to the navy among the people of the 
United States. 

Mr. ANDERSON was sorry the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Vancr] had been disappointed in the gratification 
of his wishes. He would, however, state, for the infor- 
mation of that gentleman and of the House, after what 
had been said, that the rule of the department was to dis- 
tribute these appointments of midshipmen among the se- 
veral States in the same manner as those of cadets at the 
Military Academy. ‘This rule wasa fair and reasonable one, 
and had been, as he believed, constantly adhered to. But 


we were reducing the number of vessels in commission, | on looking over the navy register, inequalities between 


he could perceive no propriety in adding to the number| 
of officers. | 

Mr. DEARBORN said the House would. not presume | 
that the power which had, ever since the establishment 
of the navy, been placed in the head of the department, 
would now be wantonly abused or improperly exercised. 
At least there was no testimony that would lead the 
House to act upon such a presumption. If the gentle- 
man from Kentucky (Mr. Wicx.irre] thinks that too 
many appointments have been made, or that any had been 
improperly made, the usual course of proceedings was to 
call for information on the subject. The House would not 
act upon the ground that power hitherto lodged in an 
oflicer of the Government had been abused, without some 
facts to sustain it. Ile hoped the amendment would not 
prevail. 

Mr. HOFFMAN had occasion to examine this subject 
heretofore, and was satisfied that the number of nayal 
Vor. 1X,--105 


the number of midshipmen apportioned to the several 
States, compared with the present population, might un- 
doubtedly be found. This was not owing to an unfairness 
in the original distribution, but to the different ratio in 
which the population of the States had lately increased. 
The new States of the West probably had not at this time 
so many midshipmen as they would be entitled to were 
the distribution to be now made for the first time. His 
own State was in a similar situation, in consequence of its 
having increased in population more than some other 
States: although it probably had more seamen among its 
citizens than any other State in the Union, in proportion 
to its population, it had not at this time its due proportion 
of officers of the navy. But whenever appointments of 
midshipmen had been made, the rule had been rigidly ad- 
hered to, so far as he had been informed. As to officers 
kept waiting orders, that must always exist to a certain 
extent. It would be found impossible to keep all the of- 
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ficers of the navy oard ship, or on duty at the navy 
yards. Were the numbers in the several grades reduced 
to the wants of the service, still a portion of the officers 
would be kept waiting orders. Before he could give his 
assent to any reduction or restriction as to the number of 
officers in any grade, he must have further information. 

Mr. BRANCH rose, and addressed the Chair, but the 
conversation among the spectators around the reporter’s 
seat was so loud and constant, that the purport of his re- 
marks was very imperfectly understood; indeed, this was 
the case with regard to much of this debate. Mr. B. was 
understood to say that 450, the number of midshipmen 
now in the service, was as many as the wants of the navy 
required. There could be no sound objection to — 
the number to that amount. While he had held the of- 
fice of Secretary of the Navy, he had made very few ap- 
pointments, having been satisfied that the appointment of 
supernumerary officers of that grade was only calculated 
to place the most promising young men in a state of idle- 
ness, with nothing to do but to range about the country, 
acquiring bad habits to which youth were unfortunately 
but too prom. He was not prepared to say that so high 
a number as 450 was required. According to his infor- 
mation of the wants of the service, he would rather reduce 
than increase the number. Under these views, he felt it 
his duty to support the amendment. 

The question was taken on the amendment, which was 
lost: Yeas 59, nays 62. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill and 
amendments to the House. 

In the House all the amendments made to the bill in 
committee were concurred in without debate, except that 
respecting the pay. 

‘Fo this item Mr. Wicxurrre proposed to add a pro- 
viso, that the number of midshipmen should not be fur- 
ther increased unless authorized by law. 

Mr. W., in support of this proviso, would barely call 
the attention of the House to the statement of his friend 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Branxcu,]} whose acquaintance 
with the subject would be admitted on all hands, that some 
restriction upon the prevailing practice of appointing mid- 
shipmen was necessary to make them efficient officers, 
and prevent them from indulging in idleness and dissipa- 
tion. The House had been told that the number had been 
largely increased within the last two years. Under these 
circumstances, he considered the proposed restriction ne- 
cessary. He intended no reflection upon the head of the 
Navy Department; on the other hand, he had no doubt 
but that officer would be glad to be relieved from the con- 
stant pressure to which he was subjected for new appoint- 
ments. Should the proviso be adopted, he could then 
say that the limited number was filled up, and’ he had no 
power of adding to it. If any gentleman would state that 
the number now in the service was not sufficient, he was 
willing to fix upon such number as might be thought ne- 
cessary; but he was convinced that some restriction upon 
the discretion of the Secretary as to the increase of these 
officers was indispensable. 

Mr. BRANCH would vote for the preposition, not only 
because he thought it right in itself, but out of respect to 
the present head of the Navy Department. He was able 
to judge, from his own experience, of the continual solici- 
tations to which that officer was exposed in consequence 
of the unlimited discretion with which he was now invest- 
ed, as to the number of midshipmen. He had strong 
reasons for believing that the Secretary of the Navy 
would be glad to have the number reduced to 400. For 
himself he was satisfied that 380 was a sufficient number. 
Circumstances might render the appointment of a few 
more proper. He had made this statement, that it might 
be distinctly understood that his vote in favor of the 
proposition was not intended as casting any censure what- 
ever upon the Secretary of the Navy. 
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Mr. DEARBORN regretted that the motion had been 
made by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wicx11 PFE,] 
before any measures had been taken to procure the ne. 
cessary information. He still more regretted that any 
gentleman should have taken this occasion to assail the 
characters of the young gentlemen who composed a most 
important part of the naval service. He had enjoyed an 
opportunity of personal acquaintance with many of them, 
and felt bound to testify in favor of their general good clia. 
racter and gentlemanly deportment. It certainly was not ne. 
cessary to make asweeping denunciation of all the midship- 
men in the navy because a few individuals among them, 
as among all other bodies of men, might not have conduct. 
ed themselves with propriety. They were the future of. 
ficers of our navy; of that arm of the public service to 
which this country was so much indebted for its security, 
prosperity, and glory. In the event of a future war, it 
was to them we must look for the discharge of the high 
duty of sustaining the brilliant reputation which the Ameri. 
can navy now enjoyed throughout the civilized world. He 
was unwilling to see this essential portion of the naval ser- 
vice assailed without information or specific charge. With 
quite as much propriety we might limit or reduce the 
number of post captains, masters commandant, or |ieu- 
tenants. For one, he was unwilling to interfere with any 
of ther, without distinet information. 

Mr. WATMOUGH said the ground on which the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. Wicx.uirre] appeared to be 
disposed to place his amendment was, that some of the 
midshipmen of the navy passed their time in idleness, and 
were consequently exposed to dissipation. He would sug- 
gest to the gentleman that he would have an opportunity 
of obviating all evils of that kind by supporting a bill re- 
ported from the Naval Committee for establishing a naval 
school for their instruction. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did not rise for the purpose of 
going into the discussion, but to suggest to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Wicx.irre,} the propriety of bring- 
ing forward his views upon the subject in another form. 
The subject before the House was an appropriation bill; 
we were not providing for the organization of the navy. 
It certainly was not proper to engraft a distinct measure 
upon such a bill. If the gentleman would withdraw his 
amendment, an opportunity would be afforded him for 
bringing it forward in the proper shape. The bill before 
the House only proposed to provide for the navy as it now 
exists, without reference to any new arrangement of the 
officers. 

Mr. BRANCH had not been apprised of the intention 
of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Wicxcirrs} to 
offer the amendment. The proposition was entirely new 
to him when it was made by that gentleman. Under 4 
strong conviction that the proposed limitation of the num- 
ber of midshipmen would have a salutary effect, he bad 
given it his approbation. He regretted that the gentle: 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Deannonrn,] and Pennsy!- 
vania, [Mr. Wa'rmoven, } should have so entirely mistaken 
the purport of his remarks as to the impolicy of * 
pointing supernumerary officers. If any inference could 
be drawn from his remarks like what had been statec 
by those gentlemen, it was distant from his intention. I! 
any description of officers were generally more meritor'- 
ous than the midshipmen of the navy, he was not aware of 
it. They were not only in general very intelligent an¢ 
respectable, but many of them were young gentlemen . 
the very first order and talent in the country. 


He woulc 
be the last man to sanction any measure which might cast 
any reproach upon them. He did not consider this such 
a measure. He was desirous as fur as possible to preven 
that a great number of young men of fourteen, fifteen, °° 
sixteen years old should be waiting orders year after yest 
without employment, and for this purpose only should 
vote in favor of the amendment. 
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an SEMMES was in favor ef the amendment, because! val establishment. 


he fully concurred with the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Dearsorn, ] in the high character he had given 
to the midshipmen of the navy. The tendency of the 
present system would ruin the finest young men in the 
world. There were now nearly 500 midshipmen warrant- 
ed. Only aboat half that number were actually employ- 
ed in the service. Of those who were not in actual ser- 
vice, a portion had no parents or other friends to live with, 
and they were obliged to live in taverns and boarding 
houses, where they were expused to the influence of im- 
proper examples. He could perceive no objection to the 
proposed limitation of their number. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dgannorn] has said that it would 
be equally proper to reduce the number of post captains, 
masters commandant, or lieutenants. But that gentleman 
should consider that officers of those grades iad conalved 
fixed habits, and were not exposed like boys furnished 
with money, driving about the country from tavern to ta- 
vern. Such a system was better calculated to destroy the 
finest young men in the country, than any other that could 
be devised. 

Mr. DEARBORN observed that the statement on which 
Mr. D. had before remarked, had been repeated, afid 
gentlemen had spoken of the young gentlemen of our na- 
vy as constantly to be found wandering about the coun- 
try, or wasting their time as idlers in taverns and board. 
ing houses, where they contracted evil habits, deleterious 
alike to their constitution and morals, and ultimately led 
to their ruin. Mr. D. said that he had seen nothing of 
this declared profligacy, this reckless and reprehensible 
conduct; and that it was in direct violation of the regula- 
tions prescribed for their government, both on the land 
and on the ocean. 

The midshipmen, under orders for duty, were either 
attached to the ships afloat, or to the avy yards, where 
they were subject to the constant surveillance of their su- 
perior officers, while the others we left entirely to the 
guidance of their parentsor friends. _ If the latter portion 
of these young men were to be found strolling over the 
Union, as had been represented, it was not owing to their 
position in the navy, or to any deficiency in the rules which 
have been prescribed for their government, nor was it the 
fault of the department. The Executive, so far from coun- 
tenancing idleness and dissoluteness of deportment, ex- 
pected and required that every midshipman, not in actual 
service, should be either cultivating his mind, under the 
parental roof, or in some seminary of learning. Would 
the proposed amendment have any tendency to obviate 
the imagined improprieties? Could a reduction of the 
number, in any manner, superinduce a reformation, even 
if that was as imperious as had been intimated? Certainly 
not; while it might essentially impair the efficiency of the 
navy, not merely in the time of peace, but in the event of 
war, how were their places to be filled? They were a 
class of officers whose services were of the first conse- 
quence in every situation in which our fleets may be 
placed, in the elemental storms as well as of those of bat- 
tle; but to give them the ability to discharge their duties 
in a manner creditable to themselves and their country, 
their intellects must be cultivated, discipline must be fa- 
miliar, and they must be expert navigators and seamen. 
This requires time and much practical drilling. Skill in 
all their multifarious duties must be the result of experi- 
ence; and is it wise, is it politic, is it safe, to so diminish 
the number of midshipmen as to endanger the service, 
and jeopardize the honor of the flag and the glory of the 
republic, merely because some irregularities may possibly 
exist, or that a pitiful reduction may be made in our pub- 
lic expenditures? Neither prudence nor economy warrant 
such a measure. Should we not then pause until we have 
definite and exact information as to the number which may 
be deemed indispensable for the best interests of our na- 


















































This can only be obtained by a refer- 
ence to the Navy Department. Let us have the opinion 
of the Secretary and Board of Commissioners. At present 


there are no facts before us by which we can justly decide 


whether the power of the Executive has been properly 


exercised or not: but the presumption is, that no more 
midshipmen have been appointed than are deemed requi- 
site for the public service. 
on this subject, let an inquiry be instituted in the usual 
mode. 
abuses have been practised, a remedy can be applied by 
limiting the number in future. 
possible objection; but it certainly cannot be respectful 
to the Executive, nor is it in conformity to the usual 
practice of this House, to decide on any important subject 
until a thorough investigation has been made, especially 
when involving the character of the Executive, as well as 
the efficiency of one of the most powerful arms of na- 
tional defence. 
obtained, we may diminish or augment the number of 
these officers, as circumstances may require. To proceed 
in the summary mode proposed by the 
Kentucky, strikes at the stability, the very existence of 
the navy. As well might we prescribe, instanter, the 
number of post captains, masters commandant, and lieu- 
tenants, by an amendment to this appropriation bill, as the 
warrant officers. We have not sufficient intelligence to 
act in either case; and it is to be presumed that the House 
will not be precipitated into the adoption of a measure, 
which may be fraught with the most serious consequen- 
ces to the great interests of our national ships, as well as 
our commercial fleets. 


But if doubts are entertained 
That is the proper course to be pursued; and if 


To this there can be no 


When the desired information has been 


gentleman from 


The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Szmmes} had not 


only confirmed the statements of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, but had even gone beyond him; but he 
[Mr. Dgarzory] was inclined to believe that his worthy 
friend’s reminiscences were of distant by-gone days, and 
not a correct estimate of the existing condition of the na- 
vy- What he had stated might, perhaps, once have been 
a true picture of the fact; but an essential, radical, and 
most salutary change had taken place since the last war, 
and no such disgraceful state of things now existed, as was 
possibly the case some thirty-five years since. 


Under the existing regulations, no young officer could 


heedlessly roam the country, or squander his days in the 
dissipation of our cities, without the compunctious whis- 
perings of self-rebuke for the hazards he was running of 
being dismissed the service, and the conscious certainty 
of never rising in the profession of his choice. 


The system of examinations which at present prevails, 


requires that the midshipmen should not only serve three 
years, become accomplished seamen, skilful navigators, 
and able tacticians, but maintain an unimpeachable moral 
reputation. This was an indispensable prerequisite, with- 
out which no young gentleman could pass the board of offi- 
cers selected as examiners. 


This qualification was para- 
mount to, and rode over all others. Nothing could be 


substituted or compensated for the want of it. No matter 
how gifted with natural endowments; no matter how richly 


his mind might be stored with the lore of science, and the 
embellishments of letters; no matter how adroit in the 
execution of his various duties; no matter how active, 
how adventurous, and how ambitious for eminence in his 
honorable vocation; no matter how distinguished for his 
valor on the deep, without that priceless gem, moral rec- 
titude of deportment, he never could be advanced; it was 
utterly impossible that he should obtain a commission; his 
career in the naval service would be closed forever. What 
a motive was here to counteract the seductions of idle- 
ness, the allurements of dissipation, and the withering 
and blasting influence of vicious habits. Did the ingenu- 
ous bosom of youth beat with one glowing throb of gene- 
rous ambition; did he aspire to rank and honors; was there 
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an ardent aspiration to hear his name hailed with triumph, | tune,] he had only to say that he regarded the present 
and his chivalric deeds applauded by his exulting coun-| as the most proper and favorable opportunity for imposing 
trymen, that could, for a moment, indulge in a course of| the limitation upon the power of appointment, which he 
profligacy; that would forego all the glories of the future| regarded as necessary. 
for the brief enjoyment of unmanly and ruinous indul-| Mr. HUBBARD did not profess to be at all conversant 
gences? Had he a father, mother, or friend, who could] with the subject now under debate; but, from the rela. 
stand idly by, blind to his follies, and indifferent to his| tion in which he stood to the Secretary of the Navy asa 
prosperity, when they beheld the pride of their hearts| friend, belonging to the same State, it was due that off. 
rushing to destruction? Mr. D. trusted not. Before him|cer to say, after the representation which had been made 
all was gilded with hope; the prospect was cheering; the| by the gentleman from Qhio, [Mr. Vaxon,} that of the 
prize of merit was certain, and, the noblest passions of the] midshipmen who had been appointed since the Secretary 
soul being roused, it would be pursued with zcalous and/ had held his present situation, two only were from New 
untiring assiduity. ilampshire. By such examination of the navy register as he 
One thing was certain; it was beyond all doubt or dis-| had been able to make since the subject had been before 
pute, there was not, at this hour, nor ever had been, a| the House, he had been able to find but sixty-two appoint. 
naval service known, where all the officers had been so} ments in the year 1832. Within the same period, the num. 
uniformly correct in their deportment, whose morale was| ber of vacancies, by death and resignation, had been thirty. 
so commendable and lofty; none where so severe an ap-jeight. The number actually increased was, therefore, 
plication was directed to the studies, and the infinite du-| only twenty-four. In looking back to a period before 
ties of the profession. No man who had visited foreign|the present Secretary came into office, he had observed 
climes, and had seen one of his country’s ships lying by| that, in 1829, one hundred and two appointments had 
the side of a vessel of any other nation, whose heart had|been made. He would repeat that the subject was one 
not swelled with pride at witnessing the universal suf-|to which he had not turned his attention; and, in this re. 
frage by which the palm of excellence was every where | spect, he presumed his situation was similar to that ofa 
awarded to the ships, the officers, the crews, and the dis-| great portion of the members of the House. Whether 
cipline of the American navy. This had been verified, |the present number of midshipmen was greater or less 
again and again, in the Atlantic ports of Europe, in South-|than was necessary, he was totally unable to decide with- 
ern America, in the Mediterranean and the Levant, where | outinformation. Ifasubstantive measure should be brought 
the fleets of all the maritime kingdoms of the globe were | forward, in the usual course, opportunity would be af. 
exhibited in comparison and contrast, and those of the| forded for the necessary examination; but he was oppos- 
United States had been pronounced superior to all. ed to any change in the present system introduced on the 
From these considerations, Mr. D. said that he could|spur of the moment without any means of determining is 
not sit quietly in his place, and hear the elite of the Ame-|to its propriety. 
rican navy aspersed as idle and dissolute young men,| Mr. GRENNELL could not support the amendment. 
when the very reverse was notoriously the fact. Ifthere|The subject was now for the first time started in the 
was a single latent spark of emulation or of exalted vir-|House. He had understood that the Committee on N:- 
tue in their breasts, it was kindled into a flame by our|val Affairs, to which the subject belonged, had taken up 
admirable system of instruction, discipline, and police; ithe general new organization of the navy; but no report 
and all who wore the uniform of the republic were taught |had yet been made at the present session. Whenever 
to believe, and with truth, that they could participate in|such a report should be laid before the House, he would 
that glory which irradiated the brows of so many of our| prepare himself to act uponit. He would ask gentlemen 
illustrious commanders. Let us not, then, hastily legis-|if this was the proper mode to effect a change in the or- 
late in such a manner as may prove disastrous to our fleets | ganization of the navy. Having great confidence in the 
in peace and in war, and possibly tend to break down our | present head of the Navy Department, he was perfectly 
flourishing and glorious naval establishment; but reject| willing to entrust him with the same discretion on this 
the proposed amendment until better and more fully in- | subject as has been exercised by his predecessors, until 
structed on the subject. lfurther light as to the necessity for change be cast uponit. 
Mr. CARSON said, if he regarded the present asa pro-| Mr. SPEIGHT rose, not for the purpose of going into 
per occasion for bestowing eulogy upon the officers of |the debate, but to give notice to gentlemen that if it was 
the navy, he should express himself in terms as strong as|not speedily brought to a close he should move that the 
the gentleman who had just taken his seat. The ques-|House proceed to the order of the day. 
tion was whether the number of midshipmen should be} Mr. WICKLIFFE said the objection to the amendment 
limited, or left discretionary with the head of the depart-| which had been suggested by the gentleman from New 
ment. He had no fear that the discretion would be abused; | York, [Mr. CamBre.ene,]} that this was not the proper 
but, under the information that the proposed restriction | place for restricting the number of midshipmen, was the 
would relieve the department from the pressure of conti- argument which had been always used against every t- 
nual application for appointments, he was inclined to tempt to limit the discretion of the Executive. He bad 
afford it this relief. The gentleman from New York [Mr. |enjoyed an opportunity for some little experience in this 
Camsretenc] had suggested a strong argument against|matter. He had the last session introduced a resolution 
the amendment, that this was not the proper mode of having in view the reduction of the number of cadets at 
making the limitation; but it was not conclusive. Allthat|the Military Academy. It was referred to the Committee 
was proposed by the amendment, was to express the/on Military Affairs, which had reported a bill which was 
opinion of Congress that the present number should not|now inthe calendar. No one could foresee when the 
be increased. subject would be acted on by the House. He considered 
Mr. VANCE had looked through the names of mid-|the present the most favorable occasion which would offer 
shipmen in the navy register since he had made his for-| for declaring the views of the House on this subject. As 
mer statement, and had found that since the commence-|to the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. 
ment of 1832, instead of forty or fifty, as he had stated, | Warmoven,] that the objections to the appointment of 
seventy-two midshipmen had been appointed. What he} supernumerary midshipmen would be obviated by the es- 
complained of, was, that for three years he had been | tablishment of a naval school, on the contrary, the present 
unable to get one appointed from Ohio. Ohio was entitled | evils would be increased by such an establishment in a ten- 
to nineteen members in this House. In answer tothe sug-|fold degree. Sucha school would present an additional 
gestion of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Camsre-|inducement for applications for these appointments. 


























167 


—_— 


Fes. 
Wher 
of mi 
of ca 
publi 
for mi 
a wal 
appe 
Hous 
cers € 
to be 
to oce 
the st 
upon 
Mr 
of th 
been 
per p 
He fe 
sons | 
mitte 
up th 
Hous 
vice ' 
conta 
trodu 
LIFFE 
the I 
mean 
due, 


F of th 
| tacki 


upon 
throu 


week 


tlem: 
was 1 
The 
tunit 
the s 
embt 
the « 
occu 
The 
opp 
gent 
one 
reas¢ 
he 
same 
for i 
awa} 
offic 
For 
that 
had 
tion 
of tl 
disal 
that 
offic 
the 
opp 
his « 
defe 
chal 
eve) 
upo 
dra’ 
De} 
the 
hea 
tot 
Ohi 





1673 OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 1674 


Fzs. 9, 1833.] The Naval Service. [H. or R. 











Where there was one application for the appointment 
of midshipman, there were now at least twenty for that 
of cadet, because they were thoroughly educated at the 
public expense. Establish a similar system of education 
for midshipmen, and where there is now one application for 
a warrant there would then be abundred. He would 
appeal to those gentlemen who were members of the 
House in 1829, to say whether the number of the offi- 
cers either of the army or navy was a matter which ought 
to be left to Executive discretion. He did not propose 
to occupy the time of the House by further debates upon 
the subject, but would barely ask for the yeas and nays 
upon the amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS could not but regret that an amendment 
of the character of that before the House should have 
been offered to an appropriation bill. It was an impro- 
per place for the provision now sought to be established. 
He felt this the more sensibly after the very cogent rea- 
sons which had been stated by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Verrcanck,] for taking 
up this bill in preference to the other business before the 
House. It appeared that the interests of the naval ser- 
vice were now suffering for want of the appropriations 
contained in this bill. The subject which had been in- 
troduced by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Wick- 
tirFz] had nothing whatever to do with the subject before 
the House. The object of the bill was to provide the 
means for paying money already due, or which may be 
due, during the current year upon the various branches 
of the naval service. Was this a proper occasion for 
| tacking a proviso to the bill, introducing a new principle 
upon the propriety of which no facts had been obtained 
through the usual channel, and which might give rise toa 
week’s debate? He would confidently appeal to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky to say whether this amendment 
was the most proper mode of accomplishing his views. 
The introduction of this amendment had given an oppor- 
tunity for introducing other matters equally remote from 
the subject properly before the House. Gentlemen had 
embraced the occasion on the one hand to assail, and on 
the otherto defend the moral character and the habitual 
occupations of a certain class of officers of the navy. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vance] had seized the 
opportunity for introducing another topic. Because that 
gentleman had not been able to obtain an appointment for 
one of his friends, he appears to consider that a sufficient 
reason for restricting the power of appointment, in order, 
he presumed, that all other applications may share the 
same fate. He was unable to perceive any other reason 
for introducing that topic; for he supposed that the taking 
away the power of appointment would not procure the 
office which the gentleman had been so anxious to obtain. 
For one, he was unwilling to come to any decision upon 
that topic of accusation, or to discuss the argument that 
had been drawn from it, until he had heard the explana- 
tion of the head of the department. If the Secretary 
of the Navy was not able to assign a sufficient reason for 
disappointing the wishes of the gentleman from Ohio, 
that would afford a proper ground of censure against that 


pation. So far as his knowledge of the course of pro- 
ceeding in that department went, it had always been glad 
to receive applications for the appointments in question 
from the States in the interior. There was always a 
great abundance of such applications from the Atlantic 
States; but, upon the rules by which these appointments 
had been distributed, it had been generally found difficult 
to find suitable candidates who were willing to receive 
them from the States in the interior of the country. In 
addition to his wish to hear the vindication of the Secre- 
tary from the censure of the gentleman from Ohio, before 
he received this charge as the basis of action in the House, 
he had another reason for opposing the amendment. He 
was not satisfied that the limitation to the Executive pow- 
er, proposed in this instance, would be useful. He would 
not say but a proposition of this nature might not be put 
in such a shape that he should vote for it; but he would 
say that he could not give it his support in the absence of 
all information as to its expediency and its consequences. 
Several gentlemen who had advocated this amendment, 
had expressly disavowed any intention of refiecting cen- 
sure upon the head of the Navy Department; but the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vance] could not make this 
disavowal. That gentleman had stated on this floor a 
distinct charge against the Secretary of the Navy, and 
through that officer, whose official conduct was under 
the control of the President, had cast an implied censure 
upon the head of the Government. He would not un- 
dertake to say that the censure was not well founded, for 
he was not acquainted with the facts. But if the amend- 
ment should be adopted upon the arguments drawn from 
such a charge, the House would adopt the censure upon 
the Executive, implied by the charge. Before he was 
willing to give his vote in affirmance of this censure, he 
should choose to hear what the other party had to say in 
his defence. 

Mr. VANCE said he had not censured the head of the 
Navy Department, nor would he disavow the intention of 
censuring that officer. He had barely stated the facts, 
and the Secretary could construe them as he thought pro- 
per. He presumed that officer had good reasons for re- 
fusing to give a midshipman’s warrant to a candidate from 
Ohio in compliance with the recommendation of the united 
delegation from that State. Whether this fact implied 
censure or not, he should not undertake to state; but it 
was true. 

Mr. HOWARD had been able to understand the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vance] but 
very indistinctly. He understood him as complaining 
that the State of Ohio had been denied her proportion of 
the appointments of midshipmen. He was not the apolo- 
gist of the Secretary of the Navy: that officer was un- 
doubtedly able to defend his own conduct. Within a 
few minutes he had looked a little into what might be 
called the statistics of the subject, and was satisficd that 
the State of Ohio had received her full share of the ap- 
pointment of midshipmen. He held in his hand the 
navy register, by which it appeared that within two 
years there had been one hundred and twenty midship- 
officer. He would do nothing which would imply that|men appointed. He had not been able to go further 
the House had hearkened to such an accusation, until an| back in the short period during which he had turned his 
opportunity bad been given to the Secretary for making attention to the subject. According to the representation 
his defence. He did not stand here for the purpose of|of Ohio on this floor, which has been the usual ratio of 
defending the head of the Navy Department against the | distribution, that State would be entitled to receive of 
charge of the gentleman from Ohio; but it must strike|these appointments, made within two years, cight and a 
evcry fair and candid mind as extremely unjust to actjsmall fraction. Now, it appears by the register that with- 
upon such a charge, or upon any argument that might bein two years seven midshipmen had been actually ap- 
drawn irom it, without first allowing the head of the Navy | pointed from the State of Ohio. What had become of 
Department to explain the conduct which had been made /|the eighth he was not able to say, but he presumed, if 
the ground of exception. He was particularly anxious to| opportunity had been given to have traced these appoint- 
hear what the Secretary of the Navy has to say in answer | ments further back, it would appear that this one was 
to the charge made against him by the gentleman from |accounted for by a previous appointment. Mr. H. then 
Ohio, for he had been greatly surprised by such an incul-| went into some general remarks as to the impropriety of 
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Mr. BELL (chairman of the Judiciary Committee) ex. 
pressed his regret that he felt it his duty to oppose the 
motion. The House had not yet had an opportunity of 
expressing its sentiments on the subject treated of in the 
report, because no decision had yet been had as to an 
important measure recommended in the report. If, in 
the meanwhile, the House should order, the printing of 
so large an extra number of copies of the report, such 
an act would be considered by the public as partly the 
sanction of the House in the positions taken by the re. 
port. Under this view, he should close his remarks, by 
moving to lay the resolution on the table until the House 
should have acted on the bill now before it: after that 
time, he should have no objection to the measure, be. 
cause, then, the House would be in circumstances to give 
a fair expression of opinion. 

Mr. BELL then moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. FOSTER, of Georgia, said that he was perfectly 
indifferent how this question should go, but he had risen 
to express his surprise at the reason advanced by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Bexx,] for opposing the 
resolution. Did the House sanction the doctrines cop. 
tained in every paper it might order to be printed’ He 
remembered that, at the last session, a report from the In. 
dian Committee (to which that gentleman had belonged) 
had been made, and an extra number of copies of it 
ordered to be printed, although the report had very few 
advocates on that floor. The only object of passing such 
orders, was to give the public information. Twenty-five 
thousand copies of the President’s proclamation had been 
printed by order of the House, yet every body knew 
that many members of this House were far from approv- 
ing of every thing contained in it. So an extra number 
of the message had been printed. Was that giving the 
sanction of the House to the doctrines of that paper’ Mr. 
F. protested against all such construction. 

Mr. DANIEL said that the argument and the reasons 
of the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, [Mr. Bri1,] 
were the most extraordinary he had ever heard: and he 
presumed that no gentleman, in future, would urge the 
same against the printing of any paper whatever. Mr. 
D. had voted to print an extra number of the late pro- 
clamation, though he did not, he was sure, approve asin 
gle principle contained in it from beginning to end. There 
was another reason, however, which probably operated 
much more strongty on the gentleman. 

If this document should be published, as proposed, it 
might receive the approbation of the people of the United 
States, who had the right to decide upon its merits. He 
desired the people might see this report. They were the 
proper judges whether the document was on the proper 
democratic principles or not. Why was the gentleman 
so very tenacious? Mr. D. was not one of those who 
held the doctrine that the sovereignty of the United 
States resided in Congress, the President, and the Jucic- 
ary. That House had a master. The people, and the 
people alone, were the sovereigns. Such an objection 
came with a very bad grace from a gentleman who had 
voted to print 25,000 copies of the President’s message. 
Did the gentleman approve of all the sentiments in that 
document? If he did, Mr. D. did not. 

Mr. ARNOLD, of Tennessee, said that the gentleman 
from Kentucky had observed that many gentlemen who liad 
voted an extra number of copies of the President’s mes 
sage now opposed the printing of this report. Now he 
believed he could satisfy gentlemen, yes, even the ge0- 
tleman from Kentucky himself, (who was designated by 
many as **a whole hog” nullifier, ) that there was no need 
of printing so many copies of this report. The gentle- 
man had very gravely reminded the House that 25,000 
copies had been printed, both of te proclamation and the 
message; but the gentleman had taken care to forget 




































restricting the appointment by the proposed amendment, 
which were very indistinctly heard. He was understood 
to say that probably the principal reason why so many 
appointments had been made in 1831 and 1832, compared 
with 1830, was, that during the two last years ninety-four 
midshipmen had passed examination, leaving vacancies in 
the lower class to be filled up. He regarded it as altoge- 
ther improper to adopt the a own amendment without 
having information upon the subject. 

Mr. VANCE said the State of Ohio was entitled to 
thirteen midshipmen instead of eight, according to the 
calculation of the gentleman from Maryland, whose State 
had a great many more than Ohio in proportion to her 
population: without reckoning the District of Columbia, 
Maryland had nearly two to one at the present time. 

Mr. HOFFMAN would barely suggest, that besides the 
disproportionate increase of the population of the West- 
ern States compared with those on the Atlantic, which 
would probably account for the principal differences in 
their present respective shares of these officers, there 
was another cause which had probably operated in a 
greater or less degree. Officers of the navy who had 
resided in the West at the time of their original appoint- 
ment, would naturally remove and establish their families 
on the seaboard. It would be a great hardship upon 
those brave and meritorious men to exclude their children 
from all participation in these appointments; which, from 
their early habits and associations, they were so peculiar. 
ly calculated to fill to advantage. Possibly some share of} 
the inequality of distribution, which had occasionally been 
the subject of complaint, had arisen from this source. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said the discussion upon this bill 
appeared to enlarge as it proceeded; he felt compelled to 
move that it be postponed to Monday. 

Mr. BRANCH said, rather than the bill should be post- 
poned, he would vote against the amendment. He wished 
to make a single remark in explanation of his former 
statement. 

The SPEAKER said the question before the House 
was upon the postponement of the bill. Any remarks 
upon the amendment were not in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew the motion. 

Mr. BRANCH only wished to remark, in support of his 
statement, that the Secretary of the Navy would not re- 
gard this amendment as an imputation upon his course; 
but, on the other hand, was in favor of a resolution upon 
the number of midshipmen: that, at the last session, a bill 
had been prepared under the sanction and with the ex- 
press approbation of that officer for the organization of 
the navy, in which it was proposed to limit the number of 
midshipmen to four hundred. He felt it proper to make 
this statement after the observations which had been 
made as to the censure which the amendment might imply 
upon the Secretary of the Navy; which was most distant 
from his intention in giving it his support. 

The question was then taken upon the amendment; 
which was lost: Yeas 88, nays 102. 

Mr. WATMOUGH again pressed his amendment, pro- 
viding to fill up the two vacanciés which had occurred in 
the number of post captains, but without success. 

The remaining amendments reported by the committee 
were then concurred in, and the bill ordered to a third 
reading. 

The House then adjourned. 





Monpary, Fesrvary 11. 
THE ENFORCEMENT BILL. 
A resolution moved yesterday by Mr. Bovtprn, of 
Virginia, for the printing of 25,000 extra copies of the 
report from the Judiciary Committee, accompanying the 
bill reported by them for enforcing the revenue laws, 
coming up for consideration, 
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tell the House that 25,000 copies had been printed of| found who. would vote ay. Now, this report did, virtu- 


that primer of nullification which he held in his hand. 
The document contained 41 pages of what might be 
called Union documents, and 71 pages of what were 
clearly nullification documents. 

Now, if the gentleman from Kentucky was not satisfied 
that 71 pages of nullification were too light to weigh 
down 41 pages of Union, it was making a confession 
which certainly had not been expected. The House was 
now called upon to print 25,000 copies of this thing, 
(holding up the report)—and for what purpose? Did the 
nullifiers expect that this production would have more 
effect than the report of a committee of twenty-one of 
the South Carolina Legislature? than the nullifying ordi- 
nance? than the address of the people of South Caro- 
lina? and all the other matters and things of the same 
kind in that book, which contained the very muscle and 
blood (if there was any) of nullification—papers drawn up 
by the master spirits of the nullifiers, and embodying all 
their high soul, and all their mighty talents? Mr. A. had 
voted to send out the messages of Governor Hamilton and 
Governor Hayne to the South Carolina Legislature; and 
were not these nullification? Would the gentleman get up 
and tell that House that this petty farthing rushlight must 
be sent out in pursuit of such documents as he had named? 
Mr. A. had voted for all this body of matters nullificatory; 
and was it inconsistent that he should refuse to vote to 
print this tail of the animal? He objected to it mainly on 
the ground of the expense. He could have no objection 
to its going to the people. The more they saw of it, the 
more they would loathe it; the more heartily they would 
depise, the more decidedly they would reprobate it. But 
he did not, knowing this, want to saddle them with the 
expense of printing it. The only reason for which the 
motion could have been made was, that this document 
was to eclipse the President. But really, in the light of 


all the nullifying documents he held in his hand, he doubt- 


ed whether it could be seen. He should as soon think of 
bringing a glowworm beside a patent lamp; of holding 
up a candle to the sun. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH observed that it ought not to be 
forgotten that this report would go forth without the 
sanction of a majority of the committee in its favor. It 
ought to be understood that, in fact, it had the opinions 
of but two of the members of the Judiciary Committee in 
its favor. Mr. E. was not now referring to what had pass- 
ed in the committee; he knew it was not in order to re- 
fer to that; he referred to what had passed on that floor, 
in the face of the House. The minority of the committee 
had freely expressed their disapprobation of the bill; and 
two of the remaining members had said that it did not 
meet their views, and that they had reserved themselves 
in consenting to having it reported, that they should not 
thereby be committed to vote fur it; so that it was not 
fully approved of by more than two of the committee, 
{[Mr. Danrerand Mr. Coutrer.}] The report was there- 
fore in support of a bill which did not even unite a majo- 
rity of the very committee that reported it. Mr. E. 
moved to lay the resolution for printing upon the table; 
but consented to withdraw the motion, at the request of 

Mr. STEWART, who said that he had voted to print 
the nullifying documents, for the reasons already stated 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Anwotp,] but he 
should vote against the present proposition, because it 
would be received, should it prevail, as an expression of 
the sentiments of the House in favor of nullification, 
whereas he did not believe there were ten gentlemen on 
that floor who, should the distinct question be put on 
sanctioning those doctrines, as professed by South Caro- 
lina, would record their names in favor of them. He 
ventured this opinion, there, in his place; and if gentle- 
men doubted its correctness, let them test it by yeas and 
nays: he doubted if more than six members could be 


ally, contain the doctrine of nullification. He would read 
a clause to show this. 

{Here Mr. S. was called to order by Mr. Bzxx; but the 
Carr decided that the motion to print opened the whole 
subject. ] 

Mr. §. then read the following clause: 

** When, therefore, a law is made by the Go,ernment 
so oppressive and destructive to the interests of the peo- 
ple of one these States, as to determine them to resist it 
at every hazard, it is evidence of the justice of their com- 
ore. which should not be disregarded; and it is the 

ounden duty of the Legislature, instead of devising ri- 
oe means. to enforce it, to modify the obnoxious 
w.” 

Was not this nullification, in all its length and breadth? 
If not, what was it? A State was to be the judge of the 
law, and if she determined to resist it, that was to be 
taken as evidence of its injustice, and so the Government 
was bound further to modify the law! ¢. e. to knuckle and 
submit. Mr. S. never would vote to sanction in any way 
such doctrine as this. Moreover, the report declared 
that the President had recommended the House to.passa 
law authorizing him to exercise unconstitutional powers: 
i. e. the President had advised Congress to violate the 
constitution. This he denied. The President had done 
no such thing; and Mr. S. would net send out any such 
assertion. And further, the report declared that the 
proper ren dy for nullification was to repeal the tariff: 
to pass the vill reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Mr. S. was against this, and therefore against the 
resolution in toto. He demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COULTER said that it was a matter of perfect in- 
difference to him whether the resolution should or should 
not be adopted. Indeed, so far as his own views and 
feelings were concerned, he had rather it had not been 
introduced. The report (such as it was) was within so 
convenient a compass that it could reach, through the 
papers, the public ear, and the public mind. If that pub- 
lic should approve of the doctrines it contained, if they 
should give the report their sanction, then no matter what 
might be the jibes and jeers to which it might be exposed 
within these walls, the public voice would give it a weight 
and a force that would make it tell. But if the public 
should not approve it, then no sanction which that House 
could affix to the paper, could give it the smallest effect: 
nor could the high thoughts ahy gentleman might enter- 
tain with regard to the importance of his own opinion, 
give it the least value. On account, however, of what 
had been said in relation to this document, Mr. C. would 
ask leave to trouble the House wiih some few observa- 
tions. 

The members of the Judiciary Committee, placed as 
they were upon that committee, not by their own choice, 
but by the disposition of the presiding officer of the 
House, found themselves charged with duties of great 
magnitude and very high responsibility. To the task re- 
quired from them they had brought all the talent they 
could; they had given the subject all the consideration 
which their time allowed; and they had exercised their 
best judgment in deciding upon the manner of its dis- 
charge. The result was before the House. The com- 
mittee might regret that they had not brought to the duty 
more wisdom, (for the country had reached a crisis which 
demanded all the wisdom it could call to its aid,) more 
knowledge, and greater aptitude to make their report 
more acceptable to the House than it appeared to be: but 
they had obeyed the best dictates of their judgment; and 
the report they had submitted to the House ought to 
have received the language of courtesy, or at least of de- 
cency, from members on that floor. Gentlemen standing 


| safe in the Senate House, might utter what contained nei- 


ther argument, wit, nor even common sense: but such 
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egotations, such epithets, would not be regarded by 
others, though they might be regarded as of primary im- 
portance by those who had uttered them. Mr. C. could 
not forget that in the French Assembly, during the more 
furious periods of the revolution, any member who 
brought forward a proposition tending to peace, and cal- 
culated to tranquillize the public mind or reconcile con- 
flicting opinions, did it at much hazard; the hazard, at 
first, of abusive language from bullies and braggadocios, 
until at length the danger was augmented by the appear- 
ance of drawn daggers in the hall of legislation, and it 
became common, because it was indispensable, that mem- 
bers should keep daggers in the desks where they sat. 

Mr. C. said that the humble duty devolved upon him 
should be discharged in defiance of the vulgarisms that 
might be uttered in that hall, or of any other menaces 
that might be resorted to. 

Now, as to the doctrine contained in the report, so far 
as it had been attacked by any thing like argument, he 
should treat the objections to it with all respect. The 
arguments of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Ar- 
nop, }] he thought, had been already answered. No gen- 
tleman would be committed by voting for the resolution 
to print. The practice of the House had abundantly 
established the contrary. The House was constantly in 
the habit of printing reports on all subjects, and on all 
sides of every subject, provided the language in which 
they were contained was decent and respectful. The 
object of this was to inform the public of what their re- 
presentatives were doing. 

But his colleague [Mr. Srewart] had told the House 
that this paper contained the principles of nullification; 
the very essence of nullification.” Mr. C. was not to be 
deterred from any course he deemed right by a mere 
name. He was aware that with some minds names were 
things; but it was not so with him: he looked at the 
substance of a measure, and was not to be driven from 
it by the circumstanee that this man or that man called 
it ** nullification.” He should neither adopt nor forsake 
any course of action because it should be called ¢ nulli- 
fication,” ‘* National Republicanism,” or “ Jacksonism.” 
But what was the point of the objection? The commit- 
tee had given it as their opinion, that when 4 law was so 
oppressive in its effects that a great section of the coun- 
try was resolved to resist it at all hazards, such a fact was 
evidence to a prudent Government that the measure was 
a mistaken one, and that, instead of enforcing, they 
ought to modify it. Mr. C. considered this as a just senti- 
ment. It was an opinion that had been adopted by very 
great men—the light of whose minds would, he trusted, 
shine upon the darkness of our present prospects, and 
cheer the impending gloom. 

He would recall the recollection of the House to a for- 
mer crisis in the history of this country. He referred to 
the times of the embargo law. That law had been very 
obnoxious to a great part of the population of this coun- 
try; so much so, that it had been found impossible to carry 
the law into execution. The juries of the country, yes, 
the juries, (who were the ultimate legislators under our 
system, ) refused to execute the law. We had then at the 
head of the Government a man who possessed as much 
civil greatness and statesmanlike power of mind as the 
individual who now occupied the Executive chair, (from 
whose merits Mr. C. had no purpose to derogate,) and 
what had been the result? On representations being made 
to him, on which he could rely, that the law was very ob- 
noxious to a large part of the country, had he declared 
that it woutl be unwise to repeal it? Had he declared 
that it must be enforced? No. Like a true patriot, and 
& wise statesman, he had recommended to Congress that 
the law be repealed. he action stood applauded, and 
would so stand forever on the page of our history. Yet, 
for this sentiment, the Judiciary Committee had been cen- 
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sured and condemned by the enlightened and sagacioys 
mind of his colleague. When that law had been repealed, 
a gentleman distinguished for virtue, for talent, for coy. 
sistency, and, indeed, for ~~ other quality that addeq 
dignity to the character of a legislator, (he referred ty 
Mr. Bayard, of Delaware,) had advocated the repea), 
and, in doing so, had advanced the very same sentiment 
expressed in the report, and had adorned it by all the 
beauty and richness of his own magnificent mind. nq 
what was the sentiment? That when a large section of 
the country believed that a law was grinding them to the 
dust, and had remonstrated for years and years, both in theip 
primary assemblies and in their Legislature, if the Goyery. 
ment should refuse to hearken to their voice, so long, s» 
loudly, so deeply uttered, then ours was no longer a Go. 
vernment of opinion, but was at once assimilated to tha 
despotisms of the old world; it became, in fact, the same 
sort of Government as was exercised by Russia over Po. 
land, or by England over Ireland. Gentlemen were for 
exercising, on the part of the United States, a Govern. 
ment like this, over a free and sovereign State which had 
been remonstrating for years against an oppressive and 
intolerable law. He did not care whether the resis. 
ance of such a State should be called nullification, seces. 
sion, treason, or rebellion. Rebellion was with him a 
sacred word. When rebellion was put down, in the 
overthrow often perished honor, talent, virtue, patriotism, 
liberty itself. 

The sentiment in the report was uttered modestly, 
Mr. C. was willing to take the responsibility of uttering 
it. He did not set up to be a great man. His course in 
that House had, he trustee, evinced no lofty pretensions 
He was not to be deterred from the discharge of his 
duty by hard names. He was willing to take the respon. 
sibility which belonged to his station; and for his conduct 
in it, he was prepared to answer to his constituents, to | 
country, to his own conscience, and, he did not consider 
the appeal too serious to add—to his God. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG regretted that any opposition liad 
been made to the printing of the report. He should 
vote for any printing which might be deemed importait 
by gentlemen on either side. He now moved the orde 
of the day. 

Mr. BELL said that, if the gentleman would withdraw 
his motion, he would withdraw his opposition to the re 
lution. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG having complied, 

Mr. BELL resumed, and said that he had not intended 
to convey the sentiments attributed to him. He shoul 
think he had some reason to complain uf the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Fosrrr,] did he not believ~ that 
gentleman had misapprehended the bearing of his re 
marks. [Mr. B. here repeated what he had said.} The 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Dayrer] had imputed to 
him a fear that the report should be seen by the pcop! 
Such an imputation was highly unjust. The report hal 
already found its way to the public; but if, at this stage 
of the matter, the House should order so large an ext 
number printed, it would convey an erroneous impress 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania last up [Mr. Courter 
seemed to consider the report as merely opposing viol 
proeecedings recommended to the House by the President. 
That was one reason why leave should first be allowe¢ 
for an expression of sentiment on that subject. Many 
might think the proceeding not violent at all—it could 
not be long before the subject would be before the House, 
and when a direct expression of sentiment could be given: 
Mr. B. would then be in favor of printing any number 
of copies gentlemen might wish: he should not, how ever, 
oppose the resolution, and he hoped the question woul’ 
be taken. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved the orders ©! 
the day, and 
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The bill to remit a fine to the heirs of Matthew Lyon 
came up as the unfinished business. 

Mr. DRAPER having delivered his sentiments in oppo- 
sition to the bill, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the previous question; but 
withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. DRAYTON, who moved that the further conside- 
ration of the bill be postponed till Friday next. 

The motion was opposed by Mr. WICKLIFFE, and 
negatived. j 

Mr. DRAYTON then commenced a speech in opposi- 
tion to the bill, and had proceeded a short time, when 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON observed that the hour of one 
had arrived. 

Whereupon the House passed to the consideration of 
the tariff bill. 

[At a subsequent period of the day, the House resumed 
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“Tursvay, Frsavarr 12. 
THE ENFORCEMENT BILL. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Bounty, of Virginia, as 
modified, for the printing of 25,000 extra copies of the 
report from the Judiciary Committee, accompanying a bill 
‘*more effectually providing for the execution of the 
revenue laws in certain cases, and for other purposes,” 
coming up for consideration, 

Mr. FOSTER, of Georgia, said that his only object, in 
again addressing the House on this motion, was to reply 
to some remarks which had been made by several gen- 
tlemen who had taken a part in the discussion yesterday. 
He repeated his perfect indifference at the fate of the 
pending motion. Whether the additional number of the 
report of the Judiciary Committee were ordered, as pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bouipin,] 
















































































the bill to refund M. Lyon’s fine; and after it had been/or not, was a matter of no concern with him. But the 
discussed by Messrs. DRAYTON, CRAIG, R. M. JOHN-|honorable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] com- 
SON, HAWES, PEARCE, CLAYTON, MITCHELL, | plained yesterday at the aspect which he [Mr. F.] had 
and SUTHERLAND, it was ordered to its third reading: | given to his (Mr. B.’s] argument. Mr. F. certainly re- 














Yeas 77, nays 63.] 
The House having taken up 


THE TARIFF BILL, 


On motion of Mr. H. EVERETT, the words ‘* made 
of combed wool” were inserted after ‘* yarn,” in that part 
of the bill respecting woollens. 

Mr. DEARBORN now rose, and said that, after a labo- 
rious discussion of five weeks, it had become evident that 
the bill could not be put into any shape that would adapt it 
to the wishes of a majority of the House: and he there- 
fore moved to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. HOFFMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. POLK moved a call of the House. 

The motion was agreed to, and the House having been 
called, it appeared that 12 members were absent. 

The call was then suspended, and the question taken 
on laying the bill upon the table, and decided by yeas and 
nays as follows: Yeas 84, nays 115. 

So the House refused to lay the tariff bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. DRAYTON observed that it must be obvious that 
the present bill, with all its numerous amendments, could 
not be gotten through with in time to go to the Senate, 
and he therefore moved that it be recommitted to the 


Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions to report | 


a bill continuing the act of 1832 in force until the 2d 
March, 1834, and then to reduce the duties one-third. 

Mr. DRAYTON briefly explained, and supported his 
motion as going to reduce the revenue to the wants of the 
Government, and at the same time injuring as little as pos- 
sible the interests of the manufacturer. 

Mr. CRAIG supported the motion. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE offered an amendment to it, in- 
structing the committee to report a bill continuing the 
bill of 1832 to the 2d of March, 1834, and thereafter re- 
ducing the duties in such manner that, by the year 1840, 
they should have reached 20 per cent., the reduction to 
be equally distributed through the intervening years. 


gretted any misunderstanding. He understood the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee to oppose the motion to print, on 
the ground that, if the House adopted the motion, it would 
1s giving its sanction to the principles embraced in the 
| report. The gentleman explains, and says he only ar- 
| gued that the effect of acceding to this proposition might 
beto create the impression on the public mind that the 
House acquiesces in the views and principles which the 
report contains. Mr. F. accepted the explanation, but 
{still regarded the argument as extraordinary. He had 
jnot supposed that it had ever occurred to any man, 
j either in the House or out of it, that the order of the 
| House to print a document, pledged, in the slightest de- 
gree, those who voted for the printing, for the correct- 
ness or support of its doctrines. We are every day re- 
ceiving petitions, reseiuiions, and remonstrances, of va- 
rious kinds, which were almost uniformly ordered to be 
printed; yet, did gentlemen consider themselves as 
|having thus sanctioned whatever was set forth in these 
apers? 

Mr. F. had yesterday referred to the able and inte- 
|resting report made three years ago, (and not last year, as 
|erroneously reported in amorning paper,) by the Hon. 
lgentleman from Tennessee, when at the head of the 
|Committee on Indian Affairs. On a motion to print 
110,000 copies of it, some opposition was made, but the 
motion was carried by two to one. And yet when the 
bill, carrying out the principles of the report, came up 
for consideration, it was passed by a bare majority; many 
jmembers who voted for the printing, voted against the 
bill. 

But, Mr. F. said, there had been several reports made 
at the last session, and the printing of a very large num- 
| ber of copies ordered without opposition; and yet it did 
jnot appear afterwards that the principles embraced in 
them received the sanction of the House. He instanced 
|the report of the Hon. gentleman from South Carolina, 
|[Mr. McDvrrit,] from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, on the subject of the tariff. Had the views and 
recommendations of that report been adopted and car- 





i 
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Mr. IRVIN moved to amend Mr. Drarron’s resolution | ried out by the House, the agitations of the South had 
before it should be stricken out, so as to reduce the du- long since been quieted. But they were denounced and 
ties, after 1834, 10 per cent. annually, until the revenue repudiated in unmeasured terms. At a subsequent pe- 


should be reduced to the wants of the Government. 


riod of the session a report was made from the Commit- 


Mr. WAYNE, after some introductory remarks as to|tee on Manufactures, by the distinguished gentleman 
the necessity of further consultation, moved to postpone | from Massachusetts, [Mr. Anams,] and on a proposition 


the further consideration of the bill until to-morrow. 


to print 10,000 copies, not a voice was raised against it. 


Mr. WARDWELL gave notice that he should move an | Surely the gentleman from Tennessee did not consider 
amendment, reducing the duties 5 per cent. annually, un-|his acquiescence in that proposition as authorizing the 


til they reached 20 per cent. 


presumption that he would support its doctrines; and if 


Mr. Waxye’s motion prevailed, and the bill was post-|the tariff gentlemen flattered themselves that they had 


poned until to-morrow. 
Vou. IX.—106 


thus obtained a pledge, they must have been greatly 
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disappointed at the gentleman’s subsequent eloquent and 
powerful speech against their favorite system. So much, 
then, for the reasoning of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. F. had a word or two to say to the honorable gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, one of his associates on the Ju- 
diciary Committee, [Mr. Exrtswortu.] That gentleman 
had yesterday attempted, as he had heretofore done else- 
where as well as here, to taunt the majority of the com- 
mittee with the differences of opinion which existed 
among them, as regards the bill which had been reported. 
He affects to doubt whether the report contains the opin- 
ions of a majority of the committee, because, he says, a 
majority of the committee are not in favor of the bill. 
Mr. F. here repeated what he had stated to the House 
when the bill was reported, that such was the contrariety 
of opinion among the members of the committee as to 
the details of a law to meet the emergency, it was diff- 
cult to frame one that would receive the sanction of a ma- 
jority. The bill reported approximated more nearly to 
it than any which had been proposed; but, Mr. F. had, 
both in committee and in the House, reserved to him- 
self the right to propose amendments, and even to vote 
against it, if it were not amended to suit his views. The 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Gornon,] while assenting 
to the report of the bill, had especially protested against 
that assent being construed into a pledge to yote for any 
bill on the subject. But, said Mr. F., the report is not 
made to sustain the provisions of the bill, but to show 
the reasons why the committee could not adopt the re- 
commendations of the President. In this respect, the 
gentleman from Connecticut well knew, and in all fair- 
ness should have stated, that the majority were entirely 
agreed. There was not the slightest dissent on the part 
of any of them from cither the principles or reasoning 
contained in the report. The majority had treated their 
associates who did not concur with them, with the utmost 
respect; and whilst they did not ask any unusual courtesy 
from them, they had a right to expect common justice. 
Mr. F. repeated, however, that the majority were not to 
be affected by the taunts and insinuations which had been 
thrown out, and he had hoped that the gentleman from 
Connecticut would have been satisfied with his previous 
experiment, and with the notice which he had then re- 
ceived, and that he would not have again attempted the 
same game here. 

But the printing of this report is resisted, continued 
Mr. F., on the ground that it contains ‘* the very es- 
sence of nullification.”” That the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Srewanr] should have made this disco- 
very, was a matter of no surprise. He is so sensitive and 
suspicious with regard to his favorite hobby, the tariff, 
that his imagination easily converts any and every thing 


like opposition to it, into this monster, nullification, of 


which he expresses so much horror. But Mr. F. con- 
fessed his utter surprise to hear other gentlemen around 
him expressing a similar opinion. He could say for him- 
self, in perfect candor, and he hazarded nothing in mak- 
inga similar declaration for the other gentlemen with 
whom he acted on this occasion, that when the report 


was drafted and concurred in, so far from intending to| 


support or justify the doctrine which is so offensive to 


some gentlemen, and which has produced so much ex-} 


citement, it was not for a moment conceived that the 
most minute scrutiny, not even the eye of an Argus, 
could detect in any clause of the report any expression 
which could be tortured into such support or Jjustifica- 
tion. Mr. F. 


follows: 
‘* When, therefore, a law is made by the Government 
so oppressive and destructive to the interests of the peo- 
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here read the sentence which had been} 
so strongly, and, he might add, strangely, objected to, as | 
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it at every hazard, it is evidence of the justice of thei: 
complaints, which should not be disregarded; and i, j; 
the bounden duty of the Legislature, instead of devising 
rigorous means to enforce it, to modify the obnoxious 
law.” . 

This, then, is the clause which has given so much of. 
fence; and instead of urging any argument or explana. 
tion of his own, Mr. F. would beg leave to refer to the 
speech to which the honorable gentleman from Pennsy|. 
vania [Mr. Counter] yesterday adverted, which was de. 
livered many years ago by the late lamented Mr. Bayard, 
the proud boast of the old federal party, and one of the 
purest patriots, as wellas one of the brightest ornaments 
of the day in which he lived. This speech was made in 
favor of a repeal of the embargo laws, and from it Mr. F, 
read the following extract: 

‘© We all know that the opposition to the embargo jp 
the Eastern States is not the opposition of a political party 


or of a few discontented men, but the resistance of tl) 


’ 
He 
} 

G 


people to a measure which they feel as oppressive an 
ruinous. The people of this country are not to be go. 
verned by force, but by affection and confidence. It js 
for them we legislate; and if they do not like our laws, it 
is our duty to repeal them. It is madness to talk of fore. 
ing submission, when there is general dissatisfaction.” 
Here, said Mr. F., are the very sentiments contained in 
the report, only, as Marlow says in the play, ‘* infinitely 
better expressed;”’ and so appropriate were they to the 
present crisis, that, had this speech met the eye of the 
committee before the report had been drafted, they would 
no doubt have adopted this extract instead of their own 
language. Mr. F. hoped, therefore, that while gentle. 
men were so anxiously endeavoring to fix the broad brand 
of nullification on the majority of the Judiciary Committee, 
they would remember to what peril they were exposing 
the fame and memory of the eminent and distinguished 
statesman to whom he had just alluded. 

As to the principles of the report, Mr. aid he 
should not now go into a defence of them, At 2 proper 
time, should it become necessary, he might do so, and 
felt no fears but that he should be able to sustain them. 
For the present he would saly,say that, as one of the m- 
jority of the committee, he was perfectly content to bear 
any responsibility which the report might involve. That 
responsibility he would meet before his constituents, to 
whom alone he acknowledged himself accountable for bis 
conduct here. 

Mr. STEWART said that, when he had addressed the 
House yesterday, he had had no opportunity to examine 
the report, having, but a few moments before, cast his 
jeyesupon it. He knew not at that time who was the al- 
thor of the report, nor did he know that it met the appro- 
bation of his worthy colleague, [Mr. Covtrer;} nor liad 
jhe been aware of the fact, that the bill had the approbs- 
tion of only two members of the committee, who reported 
it, viz. the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Danzez,] and 
jhis colleague, (Mr. Covxren,] 
| (Here Mr. ELLSWORTIL interposed, and explain: 
In what he had said yesterday, he had not asserted thst 
the four members of the committee who had prescnte¢ 
ithe bill and report to the House, did not agree to the re- 
port, but that only two fully approved of the bill. 

Mr. DANIEL said that the gentleman from Connect 
lcut [Mr. Extswortna] had been mistaken as to whit 
iMr. D. had said. All the committee approved of the bill, 
| with the exception of three or four, [the committee con 
\tains seven members,] but some thought that it did not 
go far enough.] 

Mr. STEWART resumed. He was very sorry, on 
jlooking into the report, to Jearn that his colleague [M’. 
'CoutrEr] gave it his entire approbation. A revision ol 
this document had only confirmed the impression h¢ 
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ple of one of these States as to determine them to resist before expressed, that it contained the essence of nullifi- 
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cation, the essence of anti-tariffism, and the very quin-| of the bill, he would move that the House do not concur 
tessence of anti-Jacksonism. If the language of that re-|in the report of the committee, (recommending that the 
port was true, the President had not only recommended | enacting clause be stricken out, ) and, if this motion should 
to Congress to violate the constitution, but had himself} prevail, he would immediately follow it up by a motion 


violated it. [Here Mr. S. quoted the report.] Now, if it 
was unconstitutional even to recommend that the location 
of the custom-house in Charleston should be changed, then 
had the President himself actually violated the constitu- 
tion, for the custom-house had been removed, and, upon 
their own principles, the committee, instead of a bill, 
should have reported an impeachment; but he entirely 
dissented from the doctrine of the report. 

Mr. McDUFFIE here interposed, and inquired of Mr. 
Srrwant whether he was authorized by the President 
of the United States to say that the custom-house at 
Charleston had been removed. 

Mr. STEWART replied that he was not. He made 
the statement merely from what he read in the newspa- 
pers, and it had not been contradicted. 

With regard to his course in that House, he was as re- 
sponsible as his colleague, both there and elsewhere. His 
colleague seemed to think that he attached too much im- 
portance to names. Now Mr. S. was utterly ignorant up- 
on what evidence his colleague had made this assertion. 
Mr. S. was unconscious of ever having followed names: 
he had followed principles, and principles only. The 
gentleman knew that nearly three-fourths of the people of 
Mr. S.’s district were in favor of an individual whom Mr. 
S. had neversupported. General Jackson had received, 
at the last election, a majority in his district of 2,600 votes. 
The gentleman, he hoped, would not charge him with 
being at home a Jackson-man, and here an opponent of 
Jackson. He was at home what he was here. He would 
support General Jackson’s measures (as he did this) when 
he thought them right, and oppose them when he thought 
them wrong. Heentertained great respect for the cha- 
racter and talents of his colleague: he made no pretension 
to the same sagacity, or to as enlightened a mind as that 
gentleman possessed, but he would not submit to have it 
imputed to him that he attached too much importance to 
names. His course in the House, and out of it, was his 
most effectual vindication from sucha charge. He was 
governed by measures, and measures only. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Virginia, said he did not approve of all 
the matters contained in the report, but he was neverthe- 
less in favor of the resolution to print, because he thought 
it proper, at all times, to give the people information, 
especially on a great subject like this. It was their right 
to be informed. Mr. C.’s constituents ought to have an 
opportunity of revising the errors he might commit, and 
of putting, if they thought proper, another in his place. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, referring to the preciousness of 
the time of the House, moved the previous question. 

The motion was seconded: Yeas 59. 

The previous question was then put and carried; and 
the main question, on adopting the resolution, was agreed 
to: Yeas 74. 

So the House ordered the printing of 25,000 copies of| 
the bill and report. 


FLORIDA CLAIMS. 


A bill for the relief of certain inhabitants of East Flori- 
da coming up, as reported froma Committee of the Whole, 
with an amendment, to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill, 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida, observed that the bill had 


to lay the bill upon the table. This would lay the whole 
subject over till next session: but, if this course should 
be refused, he must then, however reluctantly, enter in- 
to a full explanation of the facts on which the claims of 
his constituents were founded. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said he thought he could suggest a 
better course. He was opposed to having the House re- 
fuse its concurrence to the committee’s report, because, 
when the bill should come up hereafter, that fact would 
be pleaded with great effect in favor of the bill. He did 
not wish to have a decision on it at this moment; and, as 
a middle course, he would therefore move to recommit 
the bill. 

Mr. TAYLOR was about to explain in reply to the re- 
mark of Mr. Wuarrs, that the bill had been defeated in 
committee by indirect means; when 

Mr. WHITE interposed, and assured the gentleman 
that his allusion had not been directed to him. The bill 
had been defeated, as Mr. W. had afterwards learned, 
owing to the statements of individuals behind hin, insidi- 
ously made while he was audressing the Committee of 
the Whole House, and insinuating that the claims provid- 
ed for in this bill had been twice paid already. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE here rose, and said—That remark 
refers to me: and if the Delegate from Florida means to 
say that I made any representations in reference to this 
bill, other than such as I was warranted to make, I say 
that he misrepresents me. It is true that I did ask the 
gentleman who negotiated the treaty of 1819, [Mr. 
Avams,] whether any such claim as that now to be satis- 
fied had been adjusted, and that gentleman said that no 
such thing had been thought of. The Delegate had then 
stated that the claims settled by that treaty were those 
which arose in West, and not in East Florida. 

Mr. WHITE said that it had been stated to him, by a 
gentleman who had voted against the bill, that he had 
been told, on the authority of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Anams,] that the claims in the bill had 
been twice paid already. Mr. W. had then inquired of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts whether he had said 
this, and the gentleman had replied that he had not. Mr. 
W. was then told that it had been the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Wicx.irre} who had said that the claims 
had been twice paid. ‘There was not the slightest shade 
of truth in the assertion. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had referred to the claim of the Kempers, in 
another province. 

Mr. ADAMS said that it was very true that he had said 
to the gentleman from Kentucky that he thought that 
these claims had been twice paid; and he had said so, un- 
derstanding this to be the same claim as had formerly 
been urged upon Congress by an individual by the name 
of Kemper, who appeared here as the agent of indivi- 
duals in Fast or West Florida, and he did not remember 
which. But the gentleman from Florida had since as- 
sured him that the claims in this bill were wholly distinct 
from that which Kemper had urged. Kemper’s claim 
was founded on something like an insurrection in one of 
the Floridas, which the United States was charged by 
Spain with having improperly countenanced, insomuch 
that a General Mathews and certain troops of the United 
States had there been engaged in some military opera- 


been defeated in committee by a majority of four or|tions, from which the claimants had suffered, as they 


five yotes, owing to erroneous representations, and to alleged, great loss and injury. Mr. 


A. had said that, in 


the committee’s being unacquainted with the facts of the| the treaty of 1819, ‘no claims, under the operations of any 
case—the chairman of the committee which had report-]army of the United States, previous to what was usually 
ed the bill not having been permitted to go into the ex-| known by the name of the Seminole war, were provid- 


planations which were necessary. 
detain the House at this time, by going into a discussion 


As he had no wish to] ed for. 


Mr. MARDIS said he presumed he was one of the in- 
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dividuals referred to by the gentleman from Florida, as 
having been engaged in an * insidious” course in rela- 
tion to this bill. Mr. M. had been asked by Mr. W. why 
he had voted against the bill; and had replied that it was 
because he had understood that the claims had been 
twice paid already. On being pressed as to who had 
given him such information, he had stated (as he sup- 
posed himself warranted to do, the communication not 
having becn made to him under any seal of confidence or 
secresy) that it was the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
WicxtirrE. | 

Mr. ARCHER said that the bill before the House did 
not contemplate any claims in West Florida: it was to 
these only that the gentleman from Massachusetts refer- 
red; but these claims had not been paid twice, or once; 
they had never been paid; and satisfactory evidence of their 
justness had been before the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. (Mr. A. isthe chairman of that committee.] ‘The 
claims did not arise under the treaty of 1819, but rested 
on other grounds. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, said he must claim the indul- 
gence of the House to make a short explanation in answer 
to the statements of the honorable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Apams.] It now appears, said Mr. W., 
that this bill was lost in the Committee of the Whole, by 
the misapprehension of that gentleman, and the publicity 
given to it by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wicxk- 
LirrE.] He stated, upon the highly respectable authority 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, that these claims 
had been paid, and this passed around this hall by a sort 
of under-current, which is generally more injurious than 
open argument. I acquit the gentleman of any misre- 
presentation; and yet this is a remedy discovered after the 
patient is dead, The gentleman would have done those 
claimants more justice by stating from his place what 
he had to say, where it could have been met and refuted, 
as [am now ready to expose it. I now say, sir, that 
any statement, from any quarter, that these claims have 
ever been paid by Spain, or the United States, is en- 
tirely destitute of any foundation in fact. ‘They never 
have been paid, and I am ready to prove it by documents 
4 hold in my hands. 

The insurrection of Kemper, in West Florida, was in 
that district of country claimed to have been ceded to 
Spain, by the treaty of San Ildefonso to France, and by 
France to the United States in the treaty of 1803, which 
cession was denied by both France and Spain, The Unit- 
ed States stimulated that insurrection, and took posses- 
sion of the country avowedly to suppress it. The Kem- 
pers were paid. 


Spain was in duresse. It was an invasion which the gen- 
tleman may well say was in pursuan¢e of some secret 
policy of the Government. Itis a part of our history, 
on which no American who cherishes with pride the ho- 
nor of his country, can recur to with pleasure or satisfac- 
tion; and it is better not to remember much of it. This 
was an invasion of the province of an ally, and the military 


occupation of the province of a friendly Power for eigh-| stores, be entitled to have his 
teen months, to the great injury of the inhabitants of 


the province. These people have been transferred to 
us, with a solemn assurance that their losses were to be 
indemnified. We are now told that this treaty was in- 
tended to indemnify the Spanish inhabitants for General 
Jackson’s invasion. Sir, | have a great respect for the 
opinions of the gentleman from Massachusetts; | know 
he states what he believes, and is incapable of stating any 
thing else. 

1 hold myself ready to prove by the documents, the 
correspondence, the treaty, and protocol of conference, 
that these claims were embraced by the treaty; and I will 
prove, under the hand of the gentleman himself—[Mr. 


W. was proceeding to read from the treaty, when the} or not, unless the 18th section were repealed. 
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a time of profound peace, at a moment when the King of 
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Sreaxer reminded him that, on a motion to recommit, it 
was out of order. ] 

Mr. W. said he was in favor of recommitment to the 
Committee of the Whole, that he might do justice to these 
much injured people. It is apparent that the first sec. 
tion of this bill was stricken out by a lean vote, under 
misapprehension. ‘The House owes it to itself to place 
it in the same situation, that justice may be done. The 
Committee on Foreign Affairs ought to be heard, and} 
intend myself to be heard in vindication of its provisions. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, said that he knew ll 
about the claim of the Kempers. There were several of 
them, and they had got into a fight about their claims to 
a certain tract of land in what was then West Florida. |) 
consequence, a number of men were raised, and Mr. 1, 
was the officer who had commanded them. They had 
taken a fort from the Spanish authorities, and established 
themselves in it. They were, in fact, a third power, 
They had had a convention, and had legislated under its 
authority, and so the United States had found them whien 
it got possession of the province. They had delivered 
up the fort to the United States officers. 

The question being now put, the bill was recommitted. 


THE TARIFF LAW OF 18532. 


The bill explaining the 18th section of the tariff law of 
1832, coming up as the unfinished business of yesterday 
morning, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mass., said this was a measure of con. 
siderable importance, as he would attempt to show, and 
ought to be acted upon definitively, without further delay, 
He would, in what he had to say, endeavor not te repeat 
what had been urged by the gentleman from New York on 
his right, [Mr. Camprecene,] and would correct the er 
roncous, very erroneous reasoning of the gentleman from 
the same State, on his left, [Mr. Horrman.] In July, 
1832, Congress passed a law making material reduct 
in the revenue, by reducing the duties on many articles of 
merchandise, and by authorizing the importation of others 
free of duty. The 18th section was inserted in this law to 
prevent its unjust operation upon merchants who had im 
ported goods subject to the old rate of duties, for it wa 
foreseen, if an article had been charged with 100 per 
cent. duty, and was at once let in free, those who should 
happen to have it on hand at the time of the change would 
be great sufferers. The law of 1832 was enacted to go 
into operation on the Sd of March, 1833, and the 18th 
section provides that all persons holding goods in the or- 
ginal package, whether imported before or after tle pas- 
sage of the law, might deposite them in the custom-house 
stores at any time before the 3d of March, 1833, and be 
thereby entitled to receive from the United States money, 
or a credit, if the duty bonds were not paid, equal to the 
difference of duties imposed on the merchandise by the 
two acts. If, for example, said he, a merchant has im 
ported a cargo of pepper, which is now subject to a heavy 
duty, and gives his bonds payable in 9, 12, and 18 months, 
he will, if he deposite the ae in the custom-house 

»onds cancelled, and, if he 
has paid any thing upon them, to have that restored, be 
cause pepper is made free; and this isindispensable to place 
him upon as favorable a footing as those who import alte? 
the 3d of March, as he should by and by show. ; 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Horrman] rises 
here, and with great gravity makes a significant inquiry 
of his colleague. He desires to know what amount ol 
money this will take out of the treasury; as if the act 
of 1832 was to be interpreted by that rule. He con 
tended, the amount, be it more or less, was wholly im- 
material; first, because we had determined, by the law of 
1832, that it should be refunded, and it would be to a 
great extent, whether this explanatory act re ae 
And, S¢ 
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condly, because most of the goods embraced by this sec-| who held goods in the original package should have the 
tion were entitled to debenture, and it was past the inge-| denefit of it, and another should not? [fe would say for 
nuity of the gentleman to prevent the merchants from| one that he did not so understand the matter; he had no 
exporting them, landing them in a foreign country, and| such purpose, but meant to measure out justice to all alike. 
importing and enterin,, them a second time under the} Yet it is the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury 
law of 1832. This he could not do, unless he repealed) crossing these obvious views that calls for this legislation. 
the debenture law, and he believed the Government was} The act of 1832 gives him power to make rules and re- 
not — ready for that. It seemed to him that some) gulations for carrying it into effect, and it seemed to him 
gentlemen in the House were horror-struck lest the reve-| the Secretary had, under this provision, exercised power 
nue laws should make the treasury overflow; but when-/ enough to almost nullify the act. 
ever there was money in it, none sit so like an incubus} He had, in the first place, decided that none but the 
upon it. None were so unwilling it should go out, even} original importers should have the benefit of the act. 
to satisfy the most just and reasonable claims. The gen-| Yet the act says the goods may be deposited under the 
tleman says, because he thinks the sum will be*great, he| bond of the importer or owner. What is the meaning of 
would not let it go out. He (Mr. D.] would tell him|the word owner? If, Mr. Chairman, you were put to 
what the merchants would do when that decision was} choose a word from the English language, by which you 
made; when you grow so unjust as to deny to them the| would convey distinctly the meaning that the proprietor 
benefit of a law you have passed, when you veto the 18th| of the goods should have the benefit of the law, what 
section, they will export their goods under the general| word would so aptly, so explicitly convey the exact 
laws authorizing it at any time within three years from the| meaning as owner? None; none can be found so appro- 
time of importation, and return them into the country] priate, and yet the Secretary makes it mean nothing, or 
again as they have a right to do, draw the whole duty ac-} gives to it an unheard of definition, making it synonymous 
cruing under the first entry from the treasury, and take| with importer. 
the credit allowed by law on the second entry for the} What isthe effect of such a decision? It lets the im- 
new duties. Thus, the scheme of the gentleman, instead| porter into the benefit of the act, but shuts out all other 
of relieving the treasury, would embarrass its; instead of|owners. The consequence is, that if A imports a cargo 
drawing out the difference of duties imposed by the two) of pepper, and sells one-half to B, A can place his in the 
laws, it would draw out the whole of the old duty, and|custom-house, and bring it into the market without pay- 
defer the payment of the new the usual term of credit al-| ing a cent of duty, while B must pay the whole duty, 
lowed by law. which is, he thought, 100 per cent. or more, and then 
This would be the effect of attempting to evade your| sell his goods for the same that A does, though they are 
own legislation for the purpose of injuring, and he de-|in exactly the same condition as A’s. Did this House, he 
clared he had almost said defrauding, your citizens. You} said, ever imagine it had or could give its sanction to a 
would subject the holders of these goods to very heavy|law, with such unjust and absurd provisions as this? On 
and needless expense in freight and charges, and very| what principle can such a decision be sustained? It ought 
obviously embarrass the treasury. He hoped by this| certainly to have the clear and decisive provisions of law 
time the gentleman from New York was convinced that} in its favor. Nothing else can justify it. Such partiality 
little benefit would arise in any way from attempting to/ and favoritism, if sanctioned by this House, should appear 
embarrass the merchants whose goods are entitled to de-| to be sustained by very unequivocal language. Yet, for 
benture. one, he could find nothing in the act which seemed to 
[Here the time assigned for the consideration of other| justify such an inference. Others might see and think 
business arrived, and this bill was deferred until the next| differently: he could only speak of his own impressions. 
day, when the subject was again brought before the House,| This decision, of course, had created great sensation, 
and Mr. D. resumed his argument. ] and well it might: for no one can pretend, for a moment, 
He said he had, when up before, disposed of that part|that things should be so. If the law calls for such a de- 
of the subject which related to goods entitled to deben-| cision, then the law is unwise and unjust, and should be 
ture. It was now necessary to state why there was any/|altered at once: for it is a reproach to those who made 
cause whatever for legislation. This he would do in alit. If the law is right, and the decision is wrong, then 
few minutes. The 18th section of the act of 1832 was|we are as imperatively urged to overrule that decision, 
perhaps a little ambiguous in its phraseology. Yet, on|by an explanatory act, as the only effectual remedy for 
reading it over, the mind cannot by any fair inference, he| the evil. 
thought, arrive satisfactorily at but one conclusion. But this is not all; the Secretary has decided further, 
1. It allows goods imported before, as well as those im-| ** that the right conferred by that section [18th] is to be 
ported after its passage, to be stored for the return of| confined to such goods as have been heretofore imported, 
duty. on which the full amount of duties bas not been paid, and 
2. ‘* And if the duties, or any part thereof, on the ar-|such as may hereafter be imported.” ‘This circular is 
ticles deposited as aforesaid, shall have been paid pre-| dated the 20th of August. The amount of this decision 
vious to the said third day of March, the amount so paid|is, that no importer who did not, on the 20th of August, 
shall be refunded.”’ | 1832, owe the United States on his bonds for duties, 
Is it not clear, said he, that goods imported before the} could have the benefit of the act. The importer who 
passage of the law are as well provided for as those im-) paid cash for the duties, was denied the privilege of the 
ported after? lact, while he who took the term of credit allowed by 
Is it not equally clear that those on which all the duties | law, even if it had expired, and a balance was still due, 
were paid were as well provided for, as clearly embraced | was entitled to a return of duty. 
by the bill, as those under bond? Thus, one who made prompt payments in cash was 
He said it seemed to him these positions were unde-| punished as if he had offended against the Government, 
niable; but if the language of the section needed extra-| while he who violated his contract by non-payment was 
neous support to give to it meaning, then he asked the| rewarded as a benefactor. This decision could not stand; 
gentlemen of this House what they meant when they|it was, therefore, on the 11th of September, medified so 
voted for it. They intended to return duties to some-|that all goods on which the usual term of credit for duties 
body—who was it? The act says, to all who held the|had not expired before the passage of the act were de- 
goods in the original package-—and did we mean to make|clared to be entitled to the benefit of it, although the 
invidious discriminations? Did we intend that one :nan| duties had actually been paid. 
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These two decisions uprooted all the salutary provi- 
sions of the act. What was intended to be general was 
made special, favoring a few individuals, instead of bear- 
ing equally upon the public. The act says not a word 
about the term of credit allowed by law, and yet the Se- 
cretary says its operations shall be limited to that term. 

What is the effect of this? In the first place, all who 
own goods which have been imported more than eighteen 
months, the longest period of credit, must be driven to 
the expense of exporting them, if they are entitled to 
debenture. And those who hold goods which have been 
imported more than three years are shoved entirely on one 
side, and denied the benefit of all participation in a re- 
turn of duties. Yet the act provides as well for all goods 
imported before its passage as after; and as well for those 
on which all duties are paid, as for those on which the 
duties are wholly unpaid, or only paid in part. The hold- 
ers of goods in the original package, which have been in 
the country more than three years, will under any cir- 
cumstances probably be the greatest sufferers. Such 
goods, it is obvious, hang heavily on hand; they are not 
saleable; the holders find them a drug; and yet the Se- 
cretary insists they shall not have the benefit of drawback 
in any form, but shall sacrifice out of their own pockets 
the difference of duties between the old and new law, 
while he would allow a more recent importer to draw that 
difference out of the treasury. Is there any justice, 
any equity, any reason, in allowing this privilege to him 
who has a cargo, and denying it to him who happens to 
have a single bale, merely because he has not been able 
to sell that bale within three years? He could not be re- 
conciled, he said, to such an administration of the law as 
this. It looked too much like a forced attempt to retain 
money in the treasury, right or wrong. 

He invited the attention of the House to another view 
of the matter. The credits allowed by law on duties 
were unequal. On goods imported from beyond the 
equator at nine, twelve, and eighteen months: on goods 
from Europe eight, ten, and twelve months: on goods 
from the West Indies six and nine months. The decision 
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It had been said by the gentleman on his right { Mr, 
CamBretenc] that he should sustain an amendment to cy: 
off all holders of goods not entitfed to debenture. yy. 
D, said he should do no such thing; he should make no 
such offensive discrimination, but should consider the tra. 
der who held one bale in the original package as much 
entitled to the justice of this Government as he who held 
acargo. He could not accede to the doctrine of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wick.1Pr¢,] that because 
a man had but a crate of ware, he was to be shoved on 
one side, as not worth regarding. He should oppose 
such an amendment, though he feared, from the support 
it seemed to have, it would be carried. The 3d of March, 
1833, was at hand; and if any thing was done, it should be 
done quickly, that the merchants might be able to under. 
stand how to act. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE disclaimed all wish to subject the 
merchants to the trouble and expense of reshipping and 
bringing back their goods, in order to avail themselves 
of the benefit which this bill would secure to them. 
believing it to be too extensive in its range, he would 
move to amend it, by adding a proviso, declaring that 
none should be entitled to the benefits of drawback 
under this bill, who would not have been under the for. 
mer law. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG concurred with the gentleman 
from Kentucky, in thinking that the aet of last year went 
beyond the true line. He thought the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had done some injustice to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The whole difficulty in interpreting this 
eighteenth section ef the bill, had grown out of an ameni- 
ment introduced in the Senate by a very distinguisled 
member of that body from Kentucky: the words of the 
bill, as it went from this House, were, ‘the importer or 
owner:” the words inserted by the Senate were, “any 
person importing and depositing” the goods in the public 
stores. The House had intended to grant the benefit of 
debenture to all, whether importer or not; the amend 
ments of the Senate gave the bill a different operation; 
and the Secretary had been embarrassed between thie two 


Sut 


of the Secretary is, that if the term of credit had expired } passages. 


before the passage of the law, the importer cannot depo- 
site his goods for drawback. Now mark the effect: a car- 
go of coffee coming from Cuba, which is north of the 
equator, could not be deposited for drawback if it had 
been in the country nine months before the passage of 
the law, while one brought from Brazil, if it had been in 
the country short of — months, could be deposited, and 
the whole duty drawn out of the treasury. Did any gen- 
tleman here, when he voted for the law, suppose he was 
authorizing such an odious distinction? That he was re- 
lieving the merchant trading to Brazil, and denying the 
like privilege to him who trades to Cuba? He aid not 
hesitate to declare that the House was never actuated by 
any such motive; that it never intended to give just cause 
for reproaching it with acting partially and in the spirit of | 
favoritism. 

He said be rose merely to lay before the committee 
these objections to the course pursued by the Secretary, 
and to show how necessary it was for this House to exer- 
cise its authority in giving a just construction to its own 
Jegislation. He would detain the committee but a few 
minutes longer. These decisions had restrained the ope- 
rations of the 18th section of the act of ’32 in such man- 
ner as to make the law unjust, inequitable, and much less 
beneficial than he thought :¢ was designed to be. 

1. None but importers were allowed the benefit of it. 

2. And only such of these as had imported their goods 
within the time of credit allowed by law at the passage of 
the act. 

The people of the United States complained loudly of 
the injustice; they appealed to this House, and he trusted 
they would not appeal in vain. 


Mr. C. then moved an amendment to the Dill, [whic! 
we have not been able to procure. ] 

Mr. DAVIS was not aware that he had done any injus- 
tice to the Secretary: he had not pretended to arraign the 
motives of that officer. Mr. D. entirely dissented from 
the proviso offered by the gentleman from Kentucky 
went to curtail the effect of the eighteenth section of the 
bill, and restricts its benefits in an unjust manner. 

Mr. HOFFMAN insisted that his colleague [Mr. Cix- 
BRELENG] and the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Davis] had not touched the material question involved in 
the bill. They seemed to consider it as sufficient to 
show that the merchants could get the same benefit as 
the bill conferred, by going to the trouble of exporting 
their goods and bringing them back into the country. 
Mr. H. did not deny this. But he was not satisfied that 
other holders of goods could get the same advantage if 
the goods held by the merchants remained in the coun- 
try, as they would if the merchants should export them. 
When gentlemen told the House that, if the bill should 
pass, the treasury would have to pay less than if the 
merchants reshipped their goods, and bringing them back 
claimed a drawback of the whole duty, they were under 
a mistake; because, if they should be thus reshipped, 
they must on their return bring into the treasury just as 
much as they would leave in it should the bill pass. 

The eighteenth section ought, in his opinion, never to 
have been in the act at all. The Secretary’s construction 
of the law had been justified by some of the best lawyers 
in the country. Besides, the partiality of which the gen- 
tleman complained would be just as great under this bill 
as under the law it explained. Why shoulda man who 
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owned an unbroken package of goods be entitled to more clothing of all kinds; on manufactures of wood of all 
privilege than he who had been obliged to open his pack-| kinds; on manufactures of tin, brass, copper, lead, or 
age? This was in many cases indispensable: it was so in| pewter, japanned wares, gilt and plated wares, cabinet 
many branches of manufacture, as well as in the case of| wares, saddlery, bridle bits, paper and paper hangings, 
retail dealers: ought the holders of all the original pack-| hats of all kinds, side and firearms, muskets, rifles, slates 
ages to be benefited at the expense of these less favored| of all kinds, cotton bagging, oil cloths of all kinds, brushes 
individuals?” So the bill would operate. Mr. H. thought} of all kinds, molasses, flax, candles, cheese, soap, beef 
the construction of the Secretary was as wide as it ought|}and pork, indigo, gunpowder; lead, white or red, dry or 
tohave been. Supposing large quantities of these goods} ground in oil; sugar of lead, bar lead, shot, cordage, 
in the original packages should be destroyed by fire,|twine and pack thread of all kinds, litharge, corks, alum, 
would the House restore the duties? He believed former|copperas, salt, coal; shoes and slippers, and boots: and 
decisions had been to the contrary. Wherever the duty |bootees of all kinds; salts, butter, glue, oils of all kinds, 
was refunded, it was on the principle that the goods were | subject to an ad valorem or specific duty, excepting where 
in the process of consumption. Another objection to the| the rate thereof shall not exceed twenty per centum, shall 
bill was the swearing that it would occasion. No wise|be reduced annually five per centum; and that the rates 
legislator would seek to multiply oaths. It was said that| of duty on all other articles, then liable to an ad valorem 
the merchants could avail themselves of the right of ex-|rate of duty, shall be reduced annually ten per centum; 
portation, This was very true: and it was precisely what|and on all other articles subject to a specific duty, ina 
Mr. H. desired. Let them take the goods out of the/like proportion, until the nett amount of duty received 
country: and the sooner the better; he hoped they would|therefrom shall not exceed the sum which may be re- 
never return: and if not, the country would be in so much | quired for the authorized expenditures of the Govern- 
better condition. He knew that there were many who|ment: Provided, That if the nett amount of revenue afore- 
would not re-export, but would avail themselves of the| said shall only be equal to, or shall fall below such ex- 
market athome. Mr. H. was as willing to see prices go| penditures, before the rate of duty on the articles herein 
down as any individual in the House, but he wished them| particularly enumerated and described be reduced to the 
to do so in the natural course of things. He was in favor|rate of twenty per centum, in the manner aforesaid, the 
of the restriction proposed by the gentleman, {Mr. Wrcx-|said annual reduction upon the articles enumerated in the 
tirFE.] Should this bill pass, it would be considered as| first paragraph of this section shall continue; and the fate of 
settling the general principle that whenever duties were|duty upon ail other articles, as aforesaid, shall be there- 
reduced the Government was to remit the difference of|after annually increased in the same proportion, provided 
duty. Petitions and remonstrances would be poured in|such increase shall in no instance exceed the rate of duty 
upon the House, and it would be impossible to resist} payable thereon on the 3d of March, 1854: And provided, 
them. What would be the consequence of passing such|That, when any rate of duty shall be less than twenty- 
a billand establishing such a principle? All would import} five per centum, such reduction only shall be made as 
as much as they possibly could; they would sell what they | will not reduce the same below twenty per centum. 
could, and for the rest they would get the duty returned.| Sc. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That it shali be the 
The bill would be an invitation to glut the market with|duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause such in- 
foreign goods: it was an invitation to the importers to do/| structions to be given, and to prescmbe such rules and 
as much injury as possible to those who were not favored | regulations, as shall be necessary to carry this act into 
in the like manner, though they were as worthy of the/| effect. 
regard and protection of the Government as themselves.} Mr. DRAYTON said that, after hearing the instruc- 
Mr. CRAIG now moved that the committee rise. The|tions proposed yesterday by the gentleman from New 
yeas were 56, nays 36. No quorum having voted, it) York, [Mr. Warvwett,] he had become convinced that 
was moved that the committee rise, and report the fact:|there were serious defects in those which he had himself 
another count was had, when it still appearing that there | proposed; and what he now offered consisted, in part, of 
was no quorum, his former motion, in part of that of the gentleman from 
The committee rose, and reported to the House that no| New York, and in part of original matter. 
quorum was present. It must be obvious to all who attended to the signs of 
The Sergeant at Arms was thereupon despatched by the times, that the impulse, formerly so strong in favor 
the Speaker to invite members from other parts of the|of a system of high protection, had subsided. In 1816, 
building. which might, by way of distinction, be called the era of 
A number of members having come in, and a quorum | protection, the people of the Union had strongly desired 
being present, the Sreaxer left the chair, the committee |the adoption and continuance of that policy. This state 
resumed its sitting, and Mr. CRAIG renewed his motion |of the public mind had continued, as was manifest from 
for its rising. \the successive laws of 1818, 1824, and 1828. In 1830, 
The motion prevailed: Yeas 83, nays 37. |there had been symptoms of achange. An attempt had 
The committee thereupon rose, aid tepered progress. |been made, in 1830, in reference to the articles of salt 
Mr. DRAYTON moved thatthe House now take up the |and molasses, to change the policy. Since then, that 


7 ‘ ichange had been going on without intermission. In man 
TARIFF BILL. jof the States “nek formerly, the people were main 
The motion prevailed, and the House resumed the con-| mously in favor of the protective policy, large masses of 
sideration of that bill, and the motion to recommit it with | the inhabitants were now diametrically opposed to it; and 
instructions: two entire States had, in this respeat, changed their cha- 
Mr. DRAYTON now modified the instructions he had |racter. 
proposed as follows. In the meanwhile, the friends of free trade had pro- 
Be it enacted, &c. That from and after the Sd day of] portionably increased. None could now shut their eyes 
March, 1834, the rates of duty then payable by law on|to the fact that the Legislature was called to prepare a 
the following goods, wares, and merchandise, to wit: on|law adapted to this changed attitude of the public mind; 
vuol and woollens of all kinds; on iron, or manufactures |and all the friends of protection ought to combine in or- 
of iron or steel of all kinds; on cotton, and manufactures |der to save the system from the effects of too great a re- 
of cotton; on hemp, and manufactures of hemp; on sugar jaction. The public debt would soon have been paid, and 
and sirup ofall kinds; on glass of all kinds; on leather, |the people never would consent to have their money taken 
and manufactures of leather of all kinds; on ready-made lout of their pockets to produce a surplus revenue, to be- 
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come a source of perpetual wrangling on that floor. Had/|tuation of the Southern States, that it was necessary to 
no revenue been raised beyond the actual wants of the|save the manufacturers from severe injury, to substitute 
Government, the country would never have been agitated | specific duties on those articles now protected by duties 
by disputes about the tariff. of that kind. The plan of the gentleman from South 
Three great objects were to be kept in view when pass-| Carolina did not embrace all the ground covered by Mr. 
ing a bill at this time: 1. To reduce the revenue to the| B.’s proposition, particularly that portion of it which pro. 
wants of the Government; 2. To save the interests of the} vided, in case of a deficit of revenue, to advance the du. 
manufacturers from injury by a reduction too sudden and | ties on coffee, tea, wines, silks, roe and other arti. 
violent; and, 3. To equalize duties. cles of luxury. Mr. B. consented that some goods should 
Mr. D. briefly remarked on each of these objects, and| be duty free; he was willing that the fall on the protecting 
explained the instructions he now proposed, as going to| duties should be very ual, and that, in case of need, 
effect all of them as far as practicable. there should be a corresponding rise on articles not pro. 
The instructions, thus modified, being before the House, | tected. 
The CHAIR inquired whether the gentleman from| The proposition of Mr. B., though not in order at pre. 
Kentucky, [Mr. Wicxurrrz,] who had proposed an|sent, was read at the Clerk's table. 
amendment to them, as presented yesterday, still conti.| The question being on Mr. Wicxurrre’s amend:nent, 
nued his amendment to the instructions as now modified. | viz. to amend the instructions proposed by Mr. Drarroy, 
Mr. Wicxttrrs not being in the House to answer, by striking out all after the words ‘* reporta bill,” and in. 
The CHAIR said it al be presumed that the amend-| serting as follows: 
ment was still before the House. ** To modify the existing laws imposing duties on im. 
Mr. WARDWELL now withdrew the instructions he| ports, as follows: 
had yesterday proposed. ‘« The act of July 14, 1852, to be taken as the basis, 
Mr. BOULDIN said that every object he had in view |and that the duties be so reduced, that, by the 4th day of 
was, he knew, desired by the gentleman from South Ca- March, in the year 1840, the amount of duty imposed 
rolina; and if there were any difference between them, it} upon imported articles shall be reduced to a sum not ex- 
could only have respect to the mode of getting at the end|ceeding twenty per centum, and that the reduction be 
they both had in view, which was none other than the|apportioned on the respective years between the 5d of 
settlement of this vexed question on the most fair and| March, 1833, and said 4th of March, 1840, inclusive, in 
equitable grounds. The time had gone by, he was aware, | ¢qual proportions.” 
for the making of tariff or anti-tariff speeches on that} Mr. ARNOLD inquired whether the question was not 
floor; he would, therefore, offer but a few words to the| divisible. He wanted to ascertain whether the House was 
House. Frequent asseverations had been made by gen-| Willing that, after weeks of laborious discussion, the bil 
tlemen coming from that part of the courtry most inte-| should be sent back to the committee from which it came. 
rested in the policy of protection, that they had had no| The CHAIR replied that the question was divisible, 
Gistinct proposition presented to them to which Southern} but nothing would be gained by dividing it, as, if the 
gentlemen were prepared to commit themselves, so that, | House agreed to recommit, instructions could immedi. 
should they be embraced, the others might have reason-| ately be offered, and, if they refused, no instructions would 
able ground to expect that they should not again be in-| take effect. 
terrupted on the ground of future calculations. Mr. B.| Mr. IRVIN, of OHIO, now gave notice that he should 
had now brought forward a proposition which he was) offer the following draught as instruction to the com- 
ready to pledge himself to abide by, now and for aye. mittee: 
Mr. B. then offered the following: Be it enacted, &c. That the duties now required by law 
** To recommit, with instructions to report a bill— to be paid upon the goods, wares, and merchandise, im- 
‘*1st. Increasing the list of free goods, as far as that may | ported into the United States, on and after the 4th day of 
be done without detriment to the home producer. March next. shall be reduced twenty-five cents on every 
“*2d. To reduce the duties now called protecting duties, | dollar of such duty, by five annual reductlons, of five 
commencing on the Ist day of January next, taking from|cents in the dollar for five successive years; the first of 
the rates of duty provided by the act of 1832 one-eighth | said reductions of five cents to take place on the oth day 
part of the sum or rate which the said duties exceed|of Marce, 1834, and the like reduction of five cents on 
twenty per cent., and so proceeding annually to abate/the 4th day of March of each succeeding four years. And 
one-eighth of the original excess, so that on the 1st day|if the revenue then shall exceed the sum ot fifteen mil- 
of January, 1841, the said protecting duties shall be twen-| lions of dollars, then the same grade of reduction shall be 
ty per cent., and no more. And, in so reducing the said | continued until the revenue be reduced to that sum.” 
duties, the specific and square yard duties, provided by| Mr. IRVIN said that he could not give his assent te the 
the act of 1832, shall be retained, and in that form the|amendment proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
said duties to be regarded as equivalent to ad valorem du-|{Mr. Wickt1rrs, ] because it commenced on the protected 
ties, bearing the same proportion to the foreign cost or| articles only, and left the others as under the law of 183°; 
value that the said specific rates bore to the average cost|this was doing injury without any compensating good. 
of the articles to which they apply, of the import of 1831, |‘The plan Mr. I. proposed had a different basis; it pre- 
to be annually reduced, upon the foregoing principles, | sumed that in a bill so fully considered and matured 3s 
until the specific or square yard duty allowed shall be| that of the last session, the scale of duties was justly at 
equal to twenty per cent. |ranged as to the comparative protection on different art 
‘*3d. To guard against a deficiency of the revenue by |cles: he wished to preserve the proportion then fixec, 
replacing moderate and rising duties on coffee, tea, |and to reduce the whole on articles protected and unpro 
wines, silks, spices, jewelry, and other luxuries, com-/|tected, at the same rate. He was in favor of reduction; 
mencing when it appears probable that the revenue will) but of reduction so conducted that the manufacturing !- 
become deficient from the gradual reduction of the pro-|terest should suffer as little as possible. He wished to 
tecting duties.” protect the North and to satisfy the South, so far as tie 
Mr. B. said that he should greatly have preferred to|two purposes could be unitedly effected. He was one of 
have ad valorem duties on all articles whatever, and|those who held that the consumer paid the duty; and it 
should have insisted on this, but from conversations with|so, what matter was it on what articles the revenue WS 
gentlemen connected with the manufacturing interests, | collected, provided they were articles in general use. 
and who had exhibited something like feeling for the si-| Mr. CAMBRELENG observed that there was a radical 
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defect in the plan of the gentleman from South Carolina. 
He was never willing, where the rate of duty admitted of 
being specifically fixed, of leaving it unsettled. He was 
much pleased with the proposals of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Drarron,] and his colleague, [Mr. 
Warpwett.] If carefully regulatec, he thought either 
of those schemes might be made to meet the approbation 
of a majority of the House. Much as he was opposed to 
the policy of protection, he was for graduating the re- 
duction of duties on a scale as moderate as possible. Mr. 
C. never had believed that the bill from the Committee 
of Ways and Means could have been acceptable without 
great modification. It would have produced a rush of 
importation that could not but have been attended with 
the most injurious effects. The provisions of that bill, 
especially as regarded the article of spirits, must have 

roduced a scene of speculation altogether unparalleled 
in the history of this country. He knew that all proposi- 
tions coming from those who thought with him on the 
subject of free trade would be received with great jealousy 
by the friends of protection; and therefore he had made 
none. He approved the principles of the two proposi- 
tions he had referred to. He could not consent, how- 
ever, to go as far as to 1841: he thought the object could 
be accomplished short of that date by a semi-annual re- 
duction of two and a half percent. He would not, how- 
ever, have this take place at the two periods of business, 
in the spring and fall, but at midsummer and in midwinter: 
and if there should be any deficit in the revenue, there 
was the whole circle of non-protected articles, on which 
the duties could either be raised or diminished as circum- 
stances should require. It was not their duty to per- 
form the task which belonged to a future Congress. He 
was willing to meet the question on the ground upon 
which it had been put by the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Wicxtirrs,] and the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Warpwett.] He’liked their 
proposition, but he wished the duties to be fixed, so that 
nothing should be left to treasury legislation. The gen- 
tleman from Kentucky and himself did not differ in prin- 
ciple. Mr. C. entreated the friends of protection, for 
their own sakes, to come into this proposal. ‘They were 
now offered five, six, seven, and eight yearsas the period 
to which reduction was to extend. And they might rely 
upon it as the truth, that better terms were offered to 
them now than they would be able to obtain next year. 
While Mr. ©. wished for a bill on this principle, it was 
obvious that no such bill could be framed by discussions 
in that House. Its details could nowhere be arranged 
but in a committee. ‘ 

Mr. WAYNE said that, before he proceeded to give an 
explanation of the proposition which had been offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Drarron,] he 
should be glad if the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Camnnecenc] would tell the House in what respects that 
proposition differed from the plan proposed by the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Warpwett.] The gentle- 
man had said that he agreed to the principle of the pro- 
position, but not to its details. The alteration which had 
been made in it was in conformity to the policy of reduc- 
ing the revenue to the wants of the Government. Mr. 
W. then went into an explanation in detail of the several | 
features of Mr. Drarron’s plan. Its basis was the act of 
1832; and its object was so to apportion the reduction, 
that the manufacturers of the country should not be re- 
duced to ruin; and that if the small reduction of five per | 
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sudden reduction, but to any scheme which should bring 
down the revenue to twenty per cent. The plan now 
offered did indeed ultimately reach that point. But if 
gentlemen would look at the length of time in which this 
was to take place, they would see no cause of alarm. 
Mr. W. asked whether it could be wise, when they were 
offered entire security for seven years to come, to put this 
in jeopardy, and all the intervening protection together, 
with the guaranty that the reduction should never go be- 
low twenty per cent. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Campretenc] had said that there was a radical ob- 
jection to the scheme, because it left the power of legisla- 
tion to the Secretary of the Treasury. He was at a loss 
to know what the gentleman could mean, or how the plan 
would have such an effect. It referred to a bill already 
passed, and it fixed the ratio of reduction. There might, 
to be sure, be a dispute as to what amount of revenue 
should be needed to meet the wants of the Government, 
but on that point Congress would be able to judge, as 
they had an annual exposé of the state of the finances, 
furnished, according to law, from the treasury. He in- 
vited the attention of gentlemen to one feature of this pro- 
position. The whole list of articles now protected, the 
duty on which did not exceed twenty per cent., would be 
left untouched, together with all others not enumerated; 
many of which were such as entered into the daily con- 
sumption of the country. None of these were to be touch- 
ed at all. Another advantage would be, that when the re- 
venue should fall, there would be no reduction in the de- 
crease of five per cent. annually, and the increase would 
only be on the unprotected articles. The general and 
ultimate object aimed at was a uniform tariff of thirty per 
cent. In those parts of the country where the great hos- 
tility to the protecting system was grounded on its real or 
supposed inequality, they of the South would have an 
experience of six or seven years to correct any erroneous 
impression into which they might have fallen, and to con- 
firm such as were founded in truth. It was the earnest 
desire of the anti-tariff party that this proposition might 
be the beginning of some conciliatory system; but if it 
was to be embarrassed by an endless succession of amend- 
ments, it was very plain that nothing could be done. 
Facts which had transpired in the House indicated a strong 
desire that something should be effected. The House, 
by avery decisive vote, had refused to destroy the bill. 
If any compromise could be effected by giving time, the 
opponents of protection were ready to meet its friends. 
And, admitting that the Committee of Ways and Means 
should be permitted to bring in a bill in conformity with the 
instructions proposed, nobody would be committed. The 
House would not at last be bound to take the bill. The 
impression seemed to be general, that nothing effectual 
could be done with the present bill. Why, then, refuse 
to recommit? Or why embarrass the proposition of the 
gentleman from South Carolina? Would not a bill onthe 
proposed basis be more acceptable than that which the 
committee had reported to the House? The amend- 
ments tended only to embarrass the House. Mr. W. did 
not mean to complain, but expressed his hope that the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Wicxkuirrr} would re- 
lieve the friends of conciliation, by withdrawing the 
amendment he had offered. 

Mr. W. said he had endeavored to watch the operation 
of different interests on the minds of gentlemen in that 
House, and he perceived that there were three distinct 
considerations which were in operation. ‘There was one 


cent. annually should bring the revenue below the stand-|class which desired to continue a high tariff, which should 





ard he had mentioned, or should leave it excessive, then | bring a large surplus into the treasury, over and above 
the duty on the unprotected articles was to rise or fall|the wants of Government, to be spent in accomplishing 


accordingly. 


The reduction at this rate must occupy at | plansand views which he would not denominate profligate, 


least seven years. It was impossible that in a shorter pe- | because he was aware that the friends of internal improve- 
riod the interests of the manufacturers should be menaced. |ment could, and did show too many strong reasons in 
He knew that those gentlemen objected not only to a | support of their views to justify any one in applying to 
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them harsh or disparaging epithets. But the feelings 
and sentiments of the people of this country never would 
allow large accumulations in the treasury, because it was 
against the genius and principles of republican Govern- 
ment. The first principle of a free Government was, that 
when any plan was proposed, of a public nature, the peo- 
ple should be asked whether they were willing to bear 
the taxation necessary for carrying it into effect. Why 
should this rule be now departed from? Mr. W. could 
see no necessity for it. And he was very sure the people 
would never submit to it. There was a second class who 
wished to get rid of the public lands; while others were 
as much opposed to such a project, and had gone against 
the bill, because such a scheme seemed to be taken for 
granted in adopting it; while a third party would vote 
for no system which had for its basis an obligation on the 
Government to sell its bank stock. Now, the proposition 
advanced by the gentleman from South Carolina avoided 
all these several projects. It neither accumulated money 
for internal improvement, nor required the sale of the} 
public lands, nor contemplated the sacrifice of the bank} 
stock. Inthe full conviction that, while the proposition| 
avoided all these agitating topics, it essentially secured the| 
great interests of the country, and the rights of all its! 
citizens, Mr. W. should give it his hearty support. 

Mr. BELL said it was evidently impracticable for the} 
House to agree upon the details of any bill, the instruc-) 
tions for which were to be sent to the Committee of| 
Ways and Means. He felt adeep anxiety that the ques-| 
tion should be settled, and settled during the present ses-} 
sion of Congress. Yet difficulties seemed to accumulate | 
on their hands, while but a short portion of the session} 
remained. In the meanwhile they were spending hour| 
after hour, and day after day, in fruitless effort to agree| 
upon details which never could be settled any where but} 
in acommittee. He thought the best plan would be to} 
recommit the bill, with all the amendments, and all the| 
instructions proposed, to the Committee of Ways and| 
Means. Let them look at the whole ground, and after| 
having heard the four or five weeks’ discussion which had| 
already taken place, let them present a bill such as they 
judged most likely to meet with the approbation of a ma- 
jority of the House. He trusted that twenty-four or| 
forty-eight hours would be sufficient to accomplish this| 
object. 

The CHAIR said this was not strictly in order, and could 
only be done by the unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. CARSON suggested that the bill might be recom- 
mitted with this understanding, without any formal vote. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE would say to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that if he really desired the speedy action of} 


the House on this subject, the very best mode to pre-| 


vent it would be to adopt the course he had proposed. A| 
new bill would have to be reported to the House. The! 
House must then go into Committee of the Whole on the| 
state of the Union to consider it; and when once the bill] 
got there, Heaven only could tell when it would get out! 
again: not, he feared, during this session. Mr. W. not! 
wishing to contribute any thing to the embarrassment of} 
the House, would for the present withdraw his amend-| 
ment. Leta vote be taken upon the plan now before the| 
House, and if it should be rejected, he would then offer} 
his own. 

Mr. CARSON said that the course before the House was| 
now easy; and he moved to recommit the bill without! 
instructions. 

The CHAIR pronounced the motion not to be in order, 
as the motion before the House was to recommit with 
instructions. 

Mr. CARSON then demanded a division of the question. 

The SPEAKER repeated the explanation he had be-| 
fore given, as to the effect of a division. 


Mr. ARNOLD insisted upon a division of the question. | that floor? 
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He had seen many strange things upon that floor, but, a 
an.hour like this, to recommit the present bill would certaip. 
ly be the strangest of all. He could not believe that the 
House seriously intended any such thing, and he wished 
the question to come up, that a decision might at onc¢ 
be had upon it. A bill had been reported to the House 
on the 27th of December; the House had gone int, 
committee upon it on the glorious 8th of January; they 
had got the bill out of committee on the 9th of February, 
and now, in the midst of a full gallop, and the calling of 
yeas and nays, they had, all of a sudden, come toa dead 
halt; even the honorable gentleman from New York, [Mr, 
CamBnetenc,] whom he supposed he was to consider gs 
the head of the great free trade party of this country, 
had just put his veto on the bill. What did all this mean? 
What had they been doing the days and wecks past? 
Had they been at play? Had they been in a grand frolic on 
the people’s money, and under the people’s eye? It would 
seem so. He insisted on a division of the question. He 
was opposed to recommitting. He had predicted that 
the whole project would go off in fumo, and his prophecy 
was fast coming to pass. Really they had got to a pretty 
pass. That the interests of this Union, of all the thir. 
teen millions of people whom they represented, were to 
be committed into the hands of two or three political 
jugglers. Yet could any one deny that it had come to 
this? What had brought the House to the dead halt? 
The case was plain enough. Gentlemen were afraid the 


| others would get the start in the glorious work of com. 
promise. He was for no such doings. He was not willing 
that the concerns of this country should be arranged and 
settled by the conflicting claims of two or three leading 
men. They were the representatives of the people, and 

) 


e of 
~d 


not the followers or tools of any man. Let the Hous 
on in the work in which it was engaged, and let tl 
people know, by the records of yeas and nays, who and 
what they were. 

Mr. ISACKS said he should vote to recommit the bill 
at large. He was about to proceed, but yielded the fi 
at the request of 

Mr. DRAYTON, who withdrew his motion for instruc- 
tions. 

Mr. CARSON said he hoped the suggestion he had 
made would not be misunderstood. We ardently desired 
to see this question adjusted; and with the hope of more 
speedily accomplishing that object, he had wished to see 
the bill recommitted. The gentleman from Tennessee 
had said that he would not consent to put the affairs 
the country in the hands of four or five political jugglers 
neither would Mr. C., if the gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
was to be one of them. 

The CHAIR called Mr. Canson to order; no personal 
allusions could be permitted. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee had not reflected upon the gentleman from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. ARNOLD said that the gentleman from North Cx 
rolina had not even been in his thoughts when he was 
speaking of the great interests of this country; but i! the 
gentleman chose to take any part of what had been sad 
to himself, he had Mr. A.’s most devoted consent. 

Mr. CARSON said he had considered the gentleman as 
alluding to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. A. said he intended no such reference. 

Mr. IRVIN inquired of the Caan whether the with- 
drawal of Mr. Drarvon’s motion for instructions car 
with it those which Mr. I. had offered as an amendment. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. I. did not think it was quite fair in gentlemen to 
speak of those who had offered amendments as “ ¢M- 


| barrassing” the proposition of the gentleman from South 


Carolina. Had that gentleman any greater right to propose 
plans of action to that House than any other members 02 
if he had, Mr. I. was not aware of it, an 
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would be quite as fair to accuse the gentleman from 
South Carolina of embarrassing the propositions of others. 
Mr. I. had had no intention of embarrassing the proceed- 
ings of the House. He had offered such a preposition as 
it was his right and privilege to offer. He had been moved 
by the hand of no political juggler. He knew of none 
such to whom the members of that House were subject. 
He had proposed the instructions he had submitted, be- 
cause he had believed their operation would be better than 
that of those submitted by the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina; but, since that gentleman’s had been withdrawn, 
Mr. I. should submit his, in the form of instructions to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said that he was not aware 
that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Invin]} had any 
more reason to complain, if his instructions should not 
be sent to the Committee of Ways and Means, than other 
gentlemen had. The time remaining for the action of 
the House was very short; and, under the impression 
that the motion he was about to make would cut off 
all amendments, and bring the House to the simple ques- 
tion of recommitment, he should move the previous 
question; but he wished to know whether its effect 
would be what he had mentioned. 

The CHAIR replied that the effect of the previous 
question would be to cut off not only the instructions, but 
the motion to recommit, together with all the amendments 
reported from the Committee of the Whole, and to bring 
back the House to vote upon the original bill as reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CLAY said that, if that would be its effect, he 
should not move it at that time. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that he presumed, of course, 
that the bill would be committed. He wished to be in-| 
dulged in a few words of explanation, in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Waxnz,] as to what he had! 
said on the subject of treasury legislation. It was a 
principal feature in the plan which that gentleman had so 
warmly advocated, that the duties were to be regulated 
according to the wants of the treasury, and were to go} 
up one year and down the next, according as the trea 
sury should be empty or full. Now, it would be the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury who would have to decide whe- 
ther these duties were wanting or not, according to his 
own balance sheet. And he would, of course, issue his | 
instructions accordingly. This was what Mr. C. had 
meant by the phrase treasury legislation. 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman from New York 
that the proposition to which his remarks applied was not | 
now before the House. The question now was on the} 


motion of the gentleman from South Carolina [ Mr. Dray-| 


Ton] to recommit the bill to the Committee of Ways and | 


Means, with the instructions moved by way of amendment, | 


by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Invin.] 


So Mr. Invrn’s instructions were rejected. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE said that to recommit the bill with- 


rhe question was now put, and decided in the negative. | 


| 





Mr. W. concluded by renewing the proposition for in- 
structions which had been withdrawn by Mr. Drayton. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said he thought there 
would be little wisdom in recommitting the bill without 
instructions. The House had evidently settled during 
the day a great and embarrassing question without a vote. 
It was suddenly rendered obvious that a bill whieh had 
employed its anxious and laboriousattention for five weeks, 
a bill which had been modelled, remodelled, altered, 
amended, and most earnestly debated, could not pass. 
This seemed now as plain as if a majority of votes were 
recorded against it; and he must confess he was rejoiced 
to see this evidence of a disposition not to throw over- 
board a policy which had rendered the country prosper- 
ous and happy. 

He said, if he did not mistake the course of things, the 
question now pending was more important than it was 
esteemed to be in the House. Why should we recom- 
mit? What is the object? Is it not to have a bill brought 
in which will be acceptable to the House? But how can 
the committee know or understand the sentiments of the 
House unless they are expressed? Will any one here un- 
dertake to say he understands well enough the sentiments 
of a majority to frame a bill in conformity with them? Is 
the committee more gifted than the rest of us? Have they 
the attributes of prescience or of omniscience? If they 
have, they cast but a little way into the future when they 
offered us this bill. If the subject goes to them without 
instructions, this action upon it must be only experimental, 
and it is more than probable that in the end we should find 
ourselves just where we now are. 

The proposition now is to commit with instructions, and 
he had hinted that this was not a matter for light, hasty, 
or inconsiderate decision. Hf instructions are given, then 
the committee merely frame a bill according to those in- 
structions: voting, therefore, upon instructions, is much 
the same as voting upon the final passage of a bill, for mem- 
bers would hardly consider it as indicating a consistent, 
wise, and manly course, to vote one way upon instructions, 
and another upon a bill framed in conformity with those 
instructions. Instructions must be taken to be the judg- 
ment, and the deliberate judgment too, of a majority of 
the House. He therefore entreated all who wished to 
act understandingly upon this matter, to commit themselves 
to no instructions which they were not willing should 
take the form of law. Mr. D. did not concur in the in- 
structions first offered by the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina, [Mr. Drayrox,] and now by the gentleman from 
Georgia, ‘Mr. Waxnet.] He never should consent to any 
project which proposed as an ultimate standard of duties 
20 per cent. on all imports. For one, he was very wil- 
ling his views should be understood. He had expressed 
his anxious desire for compromise; he had more than once 
announced his entire willingness to meet gentlemen on 
fair ground, and to adjust the controversy; he had said 
he would incur the hazard of great sacrifices to accom- 
plish so desirable an object, and he still was ready and 


out any instructions, would be inevitable death to all hope | willing to do all this; but there was one thing he never 


of legislation on the tariff by this Congress. Before so 
grave a question was determined, he wanted a fuller 
House. 

[A great many members were absent in the Senate 
chamber, where Mr. Clay’s bill was under discussion. ] 
be perfectly useless to send the bill to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, without instructions. The House would 
get no nearer to the object it sought, and, in the mean- 


while, the conciliatory disposition which seemed now so} 


Mr. W. had all 


h ‘ppily to prevail, might be dissipated. 
confidence in that committee. 


nor its enemies could approye. 


But past experience had | 
shown that they had been very unfortunate, since they | 
had presented to the House a bill which neither its friends | 
might consider itself as abandoned by its own Government, 


would ‘o until all his views of public policy were changed; 
he would not vote an abandonment of the right to pro- 
tect Amevican labor; he would not yield the right to 


|countervail foreign regulations which bear upon and op- 
| press the labor of this country; and if this was expected 
Mr. WAYNE said he was fully satisfied that it would 


as a compromise, it would never be yielded, for it was not 
compromise, but abject, unqualified submission. He said 
an equalization of duties, or the imposing the same rate of 
duties on all imports, be it 20 per cent. or any other 
amount, was an abandonment of the right to discriminate 
—-it was tearing away the very foundations of protection-~ 
it was yielding up the feature of the constitution most 
valuable to the laboring freeman; and whenever such a 
doctrine was sanctioned here, the labor of this country 
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and left to grapple as it may with the legislation of foreign | any countenance, either in finance or as a measure of pub. 
countries; with laws made to oppress them, and to favor|lic policy. Whoever adopts it will find, by abandonin 
their competitors. He would therefore sustain no bill in| discrimination, he gives up the exercise of his own uncer. 
which the right of regulating foreign trade so as to protect|standing, yields his country to foreign regulation, ang 
our own labor was denied. If gentlemen carried such a adopts a doctrine that, both in increasing and diminishing 
proposition, it would not be by his vote, and he considered | revenue by an increase or decrease of duties, will p). 
any bill which looked to an ultimate equalization of duties |a result exactly the opposite of what is designed on many 
tantamount to this. articles subject to duty. He would only add one wor; 
He considered the theory that duties ought to be equal |fs any truth more obvious to the minds of all men than 
or of the same amount on all imports, as false and un-|that some articles of taxation can and ought to bear a hea. 
sound, both in finance and public policy. Yet such a|yier burden than others? 
doctrine seemed to have crept into different parts of the} Mr. HUBBARD remarked that, from some observation; 
House, and to be treated with some respect, though it} which fell from the gentleman from Kentucky, he sup- 
had not the sanction of the experience of any nation} posed that it was the opinion of that gentleman that if this 
under heaven. The country had arrived at a crisis in its/bill was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
affairs when it was necessary to diminish the revenue, be-| with instructions, the report of that committee would 
cause the public debt was paid. It had been reduced | not necessarily be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
some 10,000,000 dollars, but it was said it must be re-|on the state of the Union. If such were the fact, he cer. 
duced more; and the doctrine on one side of the House |tainly should be in favor of sending the bill to the com. 
was, that, in adjusting it, we had no right to discriminate, | mittee with instructions; but he believed that it made no 
by putting a higher duty on one article of import more|manner of difference in that respect, whether this bill 
than on another, but the duty must all be alike. It was| went to the committee with or without instructions. The 
against this doctrine, which was full of evil, that he pro-|report of that committee, under the rules of this House, 
tested. The avowed object, in passing the present bill, | would necessarily have to be referred to the Committee of 
is to reduce the revenue. Now, he said, look at the ope-|the Whole on the state of the Union. But he said there 
ration, ‘There isa duty of thirty per cent. or thereabouts, | was no good reason for committing the bill at all: he 
on shoes, boots, leather, hats, cabinet ware, and a vast | should much prefer to have the various amendments which 
number of other articles made by our mechanics, From|had been adopted in the Committee of the Whole to this 
these articles no revenue is derived, because none or|bill, read, considered, and disposed of--either adopted or 
next to none are imported. The business is now in the/rejected; and after the bill had been gone through, then, 
hands of a great body of worthy, industrious citizens, lif any gentleman could propose some definite measure as 
who supply the demand of the country, and furnish the ja substitute, it would be in order for its consideration. 
goods much cheaper than we should find them if we de-| He felt somewhat astonished that any gentleman should 
pended entirely on foreign supply. If this duty is re-|offer a resolution for the commitment of this bill wit 
duced to twenty per cent., is it for the purpose of reducing | structions, without having well matured and well consider. 
the revenue? You cannot reduce nothing: the reduc-|ed those instructions in principle and in detail. What pos- 
tion of the duty is not therefore reducing revenue. But|sible benefit, he would ask, could result by committing 


it is an experiment, to see if you cannot introduce the | this bill with loose and indefinite instructions? He great- 
foreign articles, and thus increase the revenue, to the in-|ly preferred, if it was to be again committed, that the 
jury of your own labor, and fill the treasury, when you! commitment should be entirely untrammelled with any 
profess to desire to empty it. If gentlemen are desirous) instructions. ‘The Committee of Ways and Means wi uld 
in assuming this as a principle, and it produces an effect| have the benefit of the discussions and the debates which 
exactly opposite to what is designed, it ought to be aban-| have taken place upon the bill which emanated from t! 


doned as absurd. | They would have the benefit of the propositions whic! 


If a bill is brought in to reduce revenue, he wished! have been submitted in committee — = committee; 
some reasonable assurance that if it became a law it/aad they would undoubtedly be profited by thos 
would accomplish the purpose for which it was made. (cobthcnae their further deliberation upon the subj 
The instructions of the gentleman from South Carolina} But he was entirely opposed, at this time, and in this 
proposed to bring all duties, without discrimination, to} House, now to settle on the specific instruction to be giv- 
twenty per cent., and this, in order to get rid of revenue. | en to the Committee of Ways and Means. He was aware 
He called on the House to understand the matter before |that there would be left no time for action; that so much 
they voted upon it. It was an insidious attack upon the |time would be unavoidably occupied in fixing upon the 
mechanics and laborers of the country. If, by running|character of the instructions, that it would be impossible 
the duties down, you succeed in introducing foreign hats, | for this House to have sufficient time left for the necessi- 
boots, shoes, hoes, spades, shovels, axes, &c. then your|ry action upon the bill which might be prepared by ' 
own workmen are displaced from their business; the re-|committee, to have it reach the Senate in season to 
venue, which is already too abundant, is increased, and |considered in that branch of the Government. He, lor 
there must be a further reduction of duties to deplete the lone, believed that the vote of the House yesterday, wp 
treasury again; and this course will be pursued until the ithe motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts to |) 
experiment shifts our workshops to foreign countries. |this bill on the table, gave the fullest evidence that there 
This mode of reducing revenue is false, insidious, treach-| was a decided majority in favor of a proper modificatior 
erous, and better calculated to reduce laborers to poverty lof the tariff at the present session of Congress. : He most 
than to reduce the revenue; and he protested against it|sincerely desired to have this disturbing question put at 
as a theory unsound in finance and unwise in public policy. |rest, and that at the present time. Under all circumstan- 

He said he should give his support to no bill which re-|ces, he should vote against committing the oe W = 1» 
duced the duties to a level of twenty per cent., because |instructions; and as it seemed to be the wish of his friencs 
that with a foreign valuation would afford no adequate |to send it again to the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
protection; nor would any measure which abandoned the |the belief that they could report a bill which would bet: 
principle of discrimination in levying duties obtain his |ter accord with the public expectation and popular fe 
support, because that would be an abandonment of the jing, he would not oppose such a reference, if the wh le 
principle of protection. He would, therefore, express an jsubject can go to the committee unembarrassed with 
earnest hope that the House would look with care to this | structions. 


new theory of equalization of duties, before they give it | Mr. ISACKS said he regretted that the gentleman from 
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Georgia (Mr. Warnr] had renewed the motion for in- 
structing the committee. He should vote againstit. And 
he should do so from the desire that the House might have 
one argument instead of having two. They were the 
clearest indications, as well from the various amendments 
which had been proposed, as from the remarks with 
which they had been accompanied, that the House was 
likely to spend quite as much time in discussing what the 
instructions should be, as they had in discussing the bill; 
and even more: because the previous question could not 
be put, without removing the instructions altogether, 
And thus they were likely to spend what little space of 
time remained, after learning who was to be President, 
and deciding who was to be printer, without coming to 
any conclusion. He was for leaving the committee un- 
trammelled. Let them give the House a bill, and then it 
would have but one argument, instead of two, and thereby 
save just one-half the time. 

Mr. WILDE congratulated the House, and himself, on 
the very sudden change which had recently taken place. 
On Saturday, the members of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had been invited to bring forward some proposi- 
tion of compromise, but had given no response to the call: 
not from any reluctance in presenting their views, nor 
from any want of courtesy, but for a very obvious reason, 
viz. the intrinsic difficulty of the subject itself. Last year 
the House had hada project from the Secretary ofthe Trea- 
sury, and then a report from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. These had met with no favor. Next came a re- 
port from the Committee on Manufactures, which was so 
modified as at length to be not satisfactory even to the 
gentleman himself, who had reported it. At the present 
session, the bill had been reported from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, which seemed to be much disapprov- 
ed of, and was likely to be more so before the session was 
over. Now there was a proposition to recommit, and, 
thereupon, a flood of different projects, in the form of in- 
structions, none of which, as yet, seemed to be satisfacto- 
ry to the House. He hoped, however, that one of them 
would be adopted. It should certainly receive his most 
zealous support. What was to be done? Proceeding in 
this manner did but waste time. It certainly would not 
be agreeable to him, nor, as he presumed, to his col- 
leagues on the committee, to be bound to seek out among 
all the speeches, and arguments, and propositions of gen- 
tlemen, what were the actual sentiments and wishes of 
the House. It was plainly impossible for the committee 
to ascertain what the bill of the House was; and that for 
a very good reason, viz. that the House did not seem ex- 
actly to know what its own mind was. A committee who 
could discover, from such a scene as was now exhibited, 
what this House desired them to do, must possess powers 
far more extraordinary than any to which he or his col- 
league laid claim. 

But as to the bill as amended, and as it stood at that mo- 
ment, with all its modifications, Mr. W. did not know that 
he could devise a bill more honestly intended, or that 
would more certainly effect the reduction of the revenue, 
and the peace and harmony of the whole country. He 
earnestly hoped that, by mutual sacrifices of prejudices 
on both sides, the House would that day be able to come 
to some satisfactory conclusion. 

Mr. E. EVERETT inquired of the Chair whether the 
recommitment of the bill, without instructions, would not 
completely, and at once, undo all that had been done by 
the Committee of the Whole. 

The CHAIR replied, certainly it would. 

Mr. E. said he could then readily conceive that the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Wiipr] would heartily approve 
of such a proposition. It got rid, by a very summary pro- 
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and give it a greater prospect of passing. There was no 
difficulty of comprehending this. 

























into a very singular predicament. 
mously to have agreed that the bill from the Committee 
of Ways and Means was not such as any body could ap- 
prove. 
same committee to make another bill, that the House 
might go over the same ground again. 
ting that the instruetions now proposed should be adopt- 
ed, they would be no nearer the object they sought; for 
if a bill should be reported, as proposed, it would be just 
as liable to opposition and amendment as that which the 
committee had reported before. 
certainly oppose it stoutly. And so, if any other of the 
plans of instruction should be adopted, they would still 
be in the same situation. 
friend from Massachusetts, in being very happy that the 
House had not taken the bill. 
the use of recommitting it without instructions? It would 
be utterly impossible for the Committee of Ways and 
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Mr. HUNTINGTON said that this House had got itself 
They seemed unani- 


And it was now proposed to send again to the 


And even admit- 


Mr. H., for one, should 


He entirely agreed with his 


But where would be 


Means, or indeed any body else, to discover what was the 


will of the House at that moment. He hoped that the mo- 
tion to recommit with instructions would not prevail. 


Mr. WAYNE observed that the speech of the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] seemed to have cre- 
ated a very general impression that if gentlemen voted to 
commit the bill with instructions, they would be commit- 
ted to sustain the bili, if reported accordingly. Such was 
not the fact. The proposition of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, for instance, differed from all others in 
this, that the duties on non-protected articles were to rise 
or fall according to the state of the revenue. Now, could 
not a gentleman vote for the proposition as a whole, with- 
out committing himself to sustain that particular feature? 
Certainly he could. 


) He might vote for it on the general 
principle that manufactures were to be protected for se- 
ven years to come, and that then the revenue was to be 
reduced to the wants of the Government. By recommit- 
ting the bill without instructions, time would be lost-——and 


time was now ail-important—-because the committee would 


have to inquire, and spend much time in ascertaining 
what the will of the House was. It had been urged that 
if the committee reported a bill, it would have to go to 
a Committee of the Whole, where the previous question 
could not be called. This was very true; but what bet- 
ter off were gentlemen now, with numerous and conflict- 
ing amendments before them, on which the previous ques- 
tion could not be called, without bringing them back to 
the original bill? 

To recommit with instructions was no novel proceeding, 
and the instructions proposed contained more, much 
more, than gentlemen were aware of. It had been offer- 
ed by the South in good faith, with an honest endeayor to 
conciliate, and with the earnest hope that its adoption 
would allay the public discontents. ‘To adopt the bill now 
before the House, though it might give contentment to one 
quarter of the Union, would raise rebellion in another, 
and excite at the North a feeling little short, in violence, 
of that which now existed at the South. It was in the 
hope of bringing the House to a measure of effectual con- 
ciliation that Mr. W. was thus earnest. Was not the pro- 
posal now offered better than the bill from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means? Would it not give the manu- 
facturers protection and peace for seven years to come? 
Was it not to be preferred to doing nothing? Was it not 
better than letting the present discontent fester for nine 
months longer, and be yet further aggravated by the ex- 
citement of a presidential election? It was his earnest de- 
sire that the House might return here the next session 


cess, of all the amendments which had been made to his| with this vexing question so effectually settled, that no 
bill; and returning it to the committee in its naked shape, | political aspirant should be able to vault into power by a 
they could so model it as to render it more acceptable, | successful settlement of it. But if things should be suf- 
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fered to remain as they were, the protective system would} Is it wise to sell, at a sacrifice, stock yielding an inte. 
be in imminent danger. Its danger would increase every | rest of six per centum to the Government, that money 
day; and it would probably fali-—and fall, not to the ad-| may lie idle in the treasury? Is not our treasury, at this 
vantage of the South, but to the agitation and discontent| time, said to be overflowing? Has not the administration 
of the whole country. told us that the present tariff will yield us at least six mij. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said he was happy to perceive that| lions of money more than is needed for all the wants of 
nothing was to be done that night. To-morrow, he be-| the Government? We have been for weeks, sir, endea. 
lieved, was the day appointed for counting the votes for! voring to devise some plan, some revenue system, which 
President and Vice President. He would therefore move | shall prevent this dangerous accumulation of mon > fe 
that the consideration of the subject be postponed till the|the treasury. The very existence of the Union is said to 
day after. be in danger if we do not adopt some such system, and 

The SPEAKER said the subject must of course lie over. | still we are now required by the administration to adopt 

The House then adjourned. |this measure, which is to add to a redundant treasury s: 

ven millions more, What do the administration design to 
Wenownespay, Fesrvany 13. do with this seven millions when it shall reach the trea. 

ome ‘ial aa bei a pala sury? Isit needed to pay the public debt? No, sir, 
BANK. OF THE Oar ED STATES. it required to meet che callinaey or extraordinary ex; = 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and Means, | ditures of the Government? Not at all. Why, then, | 
reported the following bill: demand to know of the honorable gentleman who has re. 
AN ACT authorizing the sale of the Bank Stock of the| ported this bill, are we called upon to adopt or to con- 

United States. sider this measure? 

Src. 1. Be it enacted, &c. That the Secretary of the} Will the honorable gentleman, or any man, venture 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to sell the;state, on this floor, that the stock in this bank is not ¢ 
shares owned by the United States in the Bank of the | Will he venture the opinion upon the country, after th 
United States, on such terms as he may deem most for the | full and satisfactory evidence which has been afforded 
interest of the United States: Provided, That no stock be| him, that this institution is not solvent, perfectly solvent? 
sold for less than the market value thereof, or for less| Sir, I will answer the question for him—he will disclaim 
than the par value. jany such opinion. The bill itself, Mr. Speaker, has e: 

Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for| bled me to answer the question for the whole Committee 
the Bank of the United States to purchase said stock, or} of Ways and Means. The stock is to be sold at its mar. 
any part thereof; any thing in any act to the contrary not-| ket price or at par, by the terms of the bill. I take it, 
withstanding. then, as an admitted fact upon the record, that, in the 

The bill having been read, and the question of course | opinion of the committee, this stock is worth par; for | 
being on ordering it to a second reading, will not impute to the committee so unworthy a design as 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, of Kentucky, objected, (which at} an attempt to impose upon the country stock at par which 
this stage is equivsicnt to a motion for rejection;) and the| they believed not to be worth par value. 
question being then stated in the form required by the} But, sir, there is an ambiguity in the expression, to be 
rule, ** Shall this bill be rejected?” | sold at its market price, or at par, which I am not able to 

Mr. WICKLIFFE rose, 2d said he was impelled, by a/explain. Should the market price of this stock fill, as | 
sense of his duty to his constituents and to his country, to| believe it will if you pass this bill, below par—sli 
do, in this case, what he had never done since he had had | fall to ninety-five--will not the Executive be autho: 
a seat on this floor—--to move the rejection of a bill at its|to sell at ninety-five? He is to sell at par value, or t 
first reading. There are cases, said Mr. W., in which| market price. If he cannot get par, will he not tak 
courtesy should yield to the demands of justice and pub-| market price? If this should be the construction of the 
lic duty; and this, in my humble judgment, is one of them,| bill, and I can place upon it no other, it will present a 
I do believe that the passage of this bill is not demanded | most glorious harvest for the speculator in stocks. Your 
by any public consideration. It is fraught with incalcu-| market price of stocks would soon be run down. Shall 
lable ruin to all private interest, except the interest of| we bring into market seven millions of the people’ 
the stockjobbers of Wallstreet. I will say nothing of the] ney, admitted to be good, in order to have it depreciat 
interest which political stockjobbers may feel in the mea-|and run down, that speculators may thrive? 
sure now before you. This measure will inflict injury,| Does the honorable member who reported thi 
perhaps ruin, upon many of your honest, and I might say, | himself authorized to state to this House that t! 
in reference to the interest which they have in this insti-| mittee of Ways and Means believe this Governinent 
tution, unprotected citizens. Its immediate effect would| unsafe in that institution? 1 will venture to an: 
be to reduce thirty-five millions of the stock of the coun-| question for him in the negative. They have no 
try, performing, in a great measure, the functions of a| opinion. The evidence before them repudiat 
circulating medium in our commercial exchanges, ten per| opinion. The insinuation of such an opinion bel 
centum in its value. Possibly I may over-estimate the|the partisan presses of the times. If then the s 
loss; but I think not. This time last year this stock com-| safe, if the Government do not need the funds, i 
manded, in the markets of the world, from twenty to| be made, the United States must sustain a loss, and 
twenty-five per centum advance. The ruinous policy| vate injury be inflicted upon our own citizens. W 
which the administration of the country has pursued to-| ask, why this bill to sell the stock? I shall be answ 

; this institution, has sunk the value of this capital} because the President has recommended it. In t! 
twenty per cent., equal to seven millions. ‘The United) stance I have the misfortune to differ with the Pre 


} 


States has sustained a loss in the value of the stock held| and must beg leave to decline an acquiescence in th 

by the Government, equal to one million four hundred recommendation, until some better reason be furnish 

} sand dollars, and yet the Committee of Ways and} Sir, we present to the world a most extraordinary 5 

‘ans propose a measure by which the Government will|tacle. We—no, sir, the administration--have been 

inevitably sustain a further loss of more than one million. |ing for months to convince the public that the Bank of t 
what reason? And why is this mad policy, sir, I| United States is insolvent; that its currency was sin] 

might be allowed to say, this wicked measure, proposed? jor likely to sink, in value; that it was unsafe; and under t 

I have heard none, nor can I discover any, save that the| declaration they propose to come into market with seve! 

President of the United States has recommended it. imillions of this stock, which they have proclaimed to ! 
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jn a doubtful condition, and propose to sell it at par. Sir, 
this would scarcely be considered honest in a private in- 
dividual: how it ought to be estimated when done by a 
Government, I will leave others to determine. The whole 
course which has of late been pursued towards that insti- 
tution by the administration, has not its parallel in the 
modern history of any civilized Government. 

In the Congress of the United States is vested the ex- 
clusive power of coining money and regulating the value 
thereof, to regulate commerce, and also authority to carry 
into effect these and other delegated powers. Under 
some one or all of these powers, Congress heretofore 
created a bank, in order to furnish the community with a 
safe, sound, and uniform currency. Such this bank did 
furnish, all admit. And when the currency was at its 
greatest possible value, enjoying, as it deserved, the con- 
fidence of the whole people, we see the whole power 
and influence of an administration, headed by perhaps 
the most popular man in this our day, exerted for the 
purpose—perhaps I should say, to the effect of depreciat- 
ing the value of that currency, at a time when seven- 
teen millions of it is in the hands of a confiding commu- 
nity. What would be the consequences of such a policy 
to a ministry in another country, where liberty is not more 
valued than here, I cannot say. A British Parliament 
would not dare to second or sustain it. 

Sir, I will suppose, forthe sake of the argument, what 
I do not believe, and what those who have asserted in the 
public prints do not themselves believe, that this institu- 
tion, from the corrupt and bad management of its direc- 
tory, is in danger of becoming bankrupt. The General 
Government is the joint stockholder, has had a share in 
the management of this governmental agent. 
of this institution are in the hands of our citizens to the 
amount of seventeen millions. Our citizens are its debt- 
ors to the amount of sixty millions; a portion of them, 


including widows and orphans, owning twenty millions of 


its capital. What does morality, what does justice, what 
does public faith require at our hands? That we should 
exert allthe power which a prudent and just regard to 
the administration of the finances of the country would 


permit, to avert the wide-spread ruin which the failure of 


such an institution must produce. 

The bank, however, sir, does not ask this. She does 
not thus need the aid of this Government. All that she 
desires at your hands is justice, is to be let alone, to be 
permitted to enjoy the privileges guarantied in her char- 
ter, for which you have received an ample equivalent. I, 
sir, demand this of you, not for the sake of the bank or 
her stockholders, but I demand it in the name of my con- 
stituents. Let your stock remain, and share the common 
fate of that of your citizens, who have made investments 
upon the plighted faith of their Government. Whilst the 
Government continued to own stock, and to appoint, on 
its part, honest and competent men as directors, who 
looked to the interest of the Government, the bank, and 
the community, in the discharge of their duty, your citi- 


zens felt as if their stock was safe, and the currency of| United States. 


the bank was sound. They still feel so, notwithstanding 
the departure from that course which previous administra- 
tions had pursued towards the bank. 

The United States still have a controlling influence over 
that institution. Your President appoints one-fifth of its 
directory. Your Secretary is furnished weekly with state- 
ments of the condition of the bank. Congress has power 
to appoint a committee to examine into the books, ac- 
counts, and dealings of the bank. All these furnish 
guaranties to the country. But, sir, if you sell the Go- 
vernment stock, dismiss your directors, and withdraw the 
supervisory power of the treasury and of this House, you 
May putit in the power of a corrupt directory of that 
bank, should such a one be found, to swindle the com- 
munity out of millions in closing the con erns of that in- 
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stitution. No, sir: the Government should retain its stock, 
its supervisory power, and see that the bank, if it must 
close its operations in 1836, closes them honestly and 
fairly; first paying its debts, and then dividing in due and 
equal proportion the stock to the whole stockholders. 

Sir, I well remember, in 1827, when the stock in this 
bank was worth twenty-five per cent. advance, a distin- 
iguished gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. P. P. Barbour,) 
jthen a member of Congress, submitted a resolution of in- 
|quiry, merely, into the expediency and propriety of sell- 
ing the seven millions of stock held by the Government 
lin the Bank of the United States. At that time, sir, we 
had a pressing demand for revenue to meet the payments 
jof the public debt, falling due more rapidly than our 
|means enabled usto meet. He proposed it as a financial 
measure. I remember, also, sir, the instentaneous effect 
the proposition had upon the value of the stock. The 
resolution met favor nowhere, though honestly and fairly 
designed by the mover asa measure of finance. It was 
voted down in this House by an almost unanimous voice, 
/only nine members voting for the proposition. 
| If sound policy and good faith forbade the passage of 
isuch a resolution, and sale of the stock in 1827, the same 
|policy and good faith demand the instant rejection of this 
wicked bill, for I can call it by no milder name. 

We have now no public debt for which this money is 
needed. We have an overflowing treasury, into which 
jthe revenue is pouring faster than we can find uses for it, 
‘and still the administration and the Committee of Ways 
jand Means desire that we shall sacrifice our stock, inflict 
jindividual ruin, excite anew the alarm which false clamor 
\for a time put in motion, that seven millions more of sur- 





The notes| plus shall accumulate in the treasury, to lie dormant, or 


be squandered by inconsiderate legislation. All this is 
to be done, for what? For public good? No, sir. For the 
benefit of individual speculation. Away with such a pro- 
ject—strike from existence at once such a bill. 

Sir, said Mr. W., Iam not taken by surprise by the pre- 
sentation of this bill. 1 have anticipated it for many weeks. 
Ihave watched events in another quarter, and have not 
mistaken the signs of the times. This measure is to be 
followed up with another, part and parcel of the same 
predetermination before we methere. The Government 
deposites are to be withdrawn. They are wanted else- 
where! State banks are to be enlisted as soldiers in the 
next campaign. ‘The Government deposites are wanted 
to pay the bounty. 

The solicitude I have felt upon this subject, and the 
feeble efforts I have made to prevent these measures of 
the administration, have not arisen from any personal 
considerations. To me, sir, the stockholders in the bank 
are unknown. I have received no favors, and desire 
none, of the institution; but my constituents and my coun- 
try have a deep interest at stake. 

The entire West at this time is witnessing the blessed 
effects resulting from the efforts of this administration to 
cripple and embarrass the operations of the Bank of the 
The course pursued by the Government 
has compelled the bank to press heavily upon its debtors 
jin that quarter. We have a country rich in soil and pro- 
ductions, not much surplus capital, a. population industri- 
ous and enterprising, able to meet their engagements; 
but, if pressed, we must expecta fall in the value of our 
real estate, and the productions of our labor. Is it then 
just, is it wise, to pursue a policy toward the Bank of the 
United States, which must compel it still more rapidly to 
withdraw its circulation? If the bank is let alone, we 
shall weather the storm in safety, without a resort to the 
ruinous policy of 1819, 20. Lam prompted in my op- 
| position to this measure by on principle no blind opposi- 
ition to the measures of this administration, be they right 
lor wrong. Such a principle has never regulated my ac- 
jtion in this House, and I trust never will. 
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The Government deposites are to be withdrawn, sir,| From which sum of $80,865,468 99 deduct the sum 
and where will you place them? In the State banks, I am}due by the bank, ($37,807,322 74,) and there remains 
told—yes, sir, in your State banks. And what is the con-|an excess of $43,058,146 25. 
dition of State banks’ Who can answer for their solven-| This sum of forty-three millions forms a guaranty to 
cy? Withdraw the Bank of the United States, and what/the holders of the notes of the bank, and to its depositors 
restraint is there to excessive, and in some cases fraudu-| over and above the whole amount of their claims. , 
lent issues of State bank paper? We have had, in for-| Mr. Speaker, is it not idle, sir, is it not worse than idle, 
mer years, some lessons of woful experience upon the|is it not wicked, longer to continue this warfare upon 
use of these miserable rag shops, for I can call them no-|the bank and its currency? I will not take up the time 
thing else, as places of deposite for the public revenue. | of the House by entering into a comparative statement of 
I have a list of such as broke with your deposites, by|the ability of the Bank of the United States and any of 
which the United States sustained a loss of 1,400,000/the local banks. I have the materials of such a com. 
dollars. Sir, I will not take up the time of the House in| parison before me, and I am warranted in saying there 
reading this list; I will cause it to be appended to my re-/does not exist a bank in the United States possessi 
marks, which, to use the phrase of a former worthy mem-| greater means, I will say as great, in proportion to its ca. 
ber of North Carolina, is made ‘*more for Buncombe” | pital, to meet its engagements, as the Bank of the United 
than for this House. Sir, I wish my constituents to un-| States. 
derstand where this administration design to put their} After the short debate in this House at the commence. 
money for safe keeping. ‘This loss, sir, was sustained in|ment of the session, upon the incipient measures which 
the course of one or two years’ experiment with these} have led to the report of this bill, in which debate I took 
State banks. ‘The United States Bank for sixteen years}an humble part, a friend of mine, a personal friend, as jf 
has been the place of your Government deposites. It has/anxious to convince me that it was in vain, by any effort 
been the agent by which you have collected and disburs-|on the part of Congress, to save the Bank of the United 
ed $440,000,000 without the loss of the forty-eighth part | States, remarked that it was in vain to struggle, for the 
of a cent to the Government. Do you expect to find a| President intends to crush the bank, and he will do it. 
better agent? No, sir. Sir, the declaration made a deep impression upon my 
Sir, I should like to be informed by the honorable gen-|mind. It caused a reflection upon the statesmanlike con. 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Potx,] the organ of the|test carried on by a President of the United States agains 
Committee of Ways and Means on this occasion, whether |the currency of the Government in the hands of the peo. 
that committee have investigated the true condition of/ple. This man, though he did not speak by authority, 
the Bank of the United States, whose situation was such, jor as one having authority, I would sooner take his opis. 
in the opinion of the Executive, at the opening of the|ions of what the President willed or intended, than the 
= session, as to render it doubtful whether it could | opinions of any man or set of men. 

e regarded as a safe deposite of the public revenue.| Though I have regretted to believe there was sucha 
Whether he is prepared to echo the sentiment expressed | settled purpose on the part of the administration, it 1s 
in the Executive message upon this subject. not abated my anxiety to defeat it by all fair means, nor 

I will venture the statement, sir, that that committee |shall any responsibility prevent me from exposing to my 
has had before it the evidence which will satisfy all im-/ constituents the evil re ruinous consequences of sucha 
partial and candid minds of the perfect solvency and abi-|course. As one step toward arresting the evil, or at least 
lity of the institution. Sir, there never was a period|of putting off the evil day, I have moved you, sir, to re- 
since the bank was established, when its means were more | ject this bill, and I desire the yeas and nays upon the mo- 
ample in proportion to its debts, than they are at the pre- | tion. 
sent moment. And every day’s operation increases and 
invigorates its strength and its ability. All the efforts 
made to cripple the institution heretofore, have failed, 
and the injury aimed at the bank has fallen upon the 
community. And such will continue to be the effect of 
all such unjustifiable acts on the part of the Government. 
I will, sir, with the permission of the House, refer to a} 
part of the evidence in the possession of the Committee BANKS INDEBTED. AMOUNT, 
of Ways and Means upon this subject. It is a statement} Elkton Bank of Maryland, - - : 
of the condition of the bank on the 1st January, 1833. Alexandria Society, Granville, > E 

The claims against the bank are: Western Bank of Virginia, Parkersburg, - 
1st. Notes in circulation - - $17,459,571 79 German Bank of Wooster, - - - 
2d. Deposites, public and private - 13,547,517 95 | Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, Greencastle, 

Sd. The debt to the holders of the Virginia Saline Bank, . : 

funded debt - - ° 6,723,703 16/ Merchants’ Bank, Alexandria, - 

Ath. Unclaimed dividends’ - - 76,529 84/Juniatta Bank, Pennsylvania, - 

- —— | Huntington Bank, Pennsylvania, - 380 Ut 
Amounting to - $37,807,322 74)Lebanon Miami Banking Company, 9,975 ¥ 
Its resources are: > | Bank of Washington, Pennsylvania, 7,908 »4 

Specie . . “ . ‘ $8,951,847 60|Cumbcrland Bank of Alleghany, - 1,176 6 

Notes of State banks - “ . 2,291,655 04| Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, Pittsburg, 1,311 

Balances due by State banks ° 1,596,252 08| Urbanna Banking Company, - 2,839 

Funds in Europe and foreign bills of Bedford Bank, Pennsylvania, ‘ 4,059 3 

exchange - - - - 3,190,225 43 | Farmers’ Bank of Canton, - - 6,598 
Real estate aera twice 3,036,241 52| Union Bank of Pennsylvania, 9,758 00 
Debts due by individuals, viz. Kentucky Insurance Company, = 797 

On notes discounted = - - 43,626,870 32| Marietta and Susquehanna ‘Trading Company, 1,560 

On domestic bills of exchange 18,069,043 25|Somerset Bank,  - < ° - 69,077 

Mortgages, &c. - - - 103,333 75 | Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, Chillicothe, 23,905 

-——~ Centre Bank of Pennsylvania, - - 8,938 
Making - $80,865,468 99 | Bank of Cincinnati, - - - 3,846 


Statement referred to in the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, dated 4th of December, 1832, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 14th 
July, 1832, showing the ameunt of losses sustained by 
the United States, by using local banks as places of 
deposite. 
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Miami Exporting Company, : - 8,791 00 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Cincinnati, 39,966 01 
Bank of Vincennes, - - - 168,453 27 
Bank of Edwardsville, : “ - 46,800 00 
Planters’ Bank of Huntsville, - o~ $233 SS 
Franklin Bank of Alexandria, - - 48,009 00 
Bank of Missouri, - - - - 159,163 87 
Bank of Illinois, at Shawneetown, - - 28,367 85 
Bank of Steubenville, Ohio, - + 170,000 00 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, Indiana, - 43,592 90 
Bank of Tombeckbee, : - - 138,754 69 
Bank of Nashville, - - . - 6,267 29 
Bank of Columbia, - . . - 278,361 87 
Bath Bank of Maine, - : - 20,623 05 
Total, - ° - 


- 1,390,707 00 


Mr. POLK expressed his surprise that opposition was 
made to the bill at this stage. It was most unexpected to 
him. He had expected it to take the usual course, and 
he had intended, at the proper time, to move its commit- 
ment to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, where the fullest opportunity for discussion would 
be afforded. The gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wicx- 
tirre,] in his fresh zeal for the bank, manifested upon 
more than one occasion during the session, had, however, 
chosen, as he said, to meet it at the threshold, and move 
its rejection. The gentleman from Kentucky says he had 
anticipated this proposition; that he had expected such a 
bill to be reported. He need not have so informed us; 
for he seems to have come to his seat this morning pre- 
pared with notes and documents to make a set speech 
upon the subject. (Mr. Wick.irrr, in an under tone: 
Not at all, sir.] Mr. P. continued. The gentleman re- 
fers to documents and papers; but he did not, he said, 
complain of the gentleman’s oppos‘tion to the bill, whe- 
ther made by a prepared speech or not. What he said, 
was, that that opposition was unusual upon the first read- 
ing of a bill; and if the House was now forced to a deci- 
sion, that opportunity for deliberation would not be 
afforded which was necessary to enable it to form a 
proper judgment upon the subject-matter itself, The 
gentleman had pronounced a eulogy upon the bank, and 
was pleased to add that the country had confidence in its 
solvency and its good management. This was not the 
time to consider whether that confidence was misplaced 
or not. It had no necessary connexion with a proposi- 
tion to sell the Government stock. 
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to inform us, Was it by requiring that the public money 
deposited by the Government in the bank should be ap- 
plied to the payment of the public debt? Had the bank 
found it necessary ta use the public funds to sustain its 
credit? Had it found it necessary to extend its loans to 
effect its own purposes? And did the gentleman com- 
plain that the Government had called for its own money 
when it wanted to pay the public debt? Or had the bank 
expected the Government to postpone the payment of 
the public debt for its benefit? Could the gentleman in- 
form us? In what other way had the course of the admi- 
nistration compelled the bank to oppress the gentleman’s 
constituents? The gentleman scems to have seized this 
occasion to express his opinion of the sound state of the 
bank. He hoped it might be so, but he confessed that 
nothing which had fallen from the gentleman had given 
him any light upon that point. This was not the time or 
the occasion to go into that inquiry. His statistics, too, 
in relation to the losses heretofore sustained by the trea- 
sury in consequence of the failure of local banks, which, 
Mr. P. said, he supposed were also intended for the be- 
nefit ** of Buncombe,” had nothing to do with the ques- 
tion now before the House. But the gentleman had also 
been pleased to say that he had becn informed by some 
one—no one knows who—out of this House, at an early 
period of the present session, that all his efforts to sustain 
the bank would be fruitless, for the administration 
had willed its destruction; and, he added, that this bill 
was but another step towards the consummation of that 
determination. Sir, said Mr. P., I deny that the admi- 
nistration has willed any such thing. It was time that the 
Government had demanded its own money, in the hands 
of the bank, when it wished it to pay the public credit- 
ors; and it was also true that the Executive had recom- 
mended the sale of all stocks held by the Government, 
not only in this, but in all other incorporated companies. 
The foundation and stability of the bank must indeed be 
frail, if its destruction is to be produced co mere trans- 
fer or sale of the Government stock. This was an ad- 
mission which came with a bad grace from those who 
boasted of the safety and solvency of the institution. Was 
the gentleman prepared to concede that it was necessary 
for the Government to remain a part owner of the stock 
of the bank in order to sustain its credit? But, said Mr. 
P., under the impression that the bill would be permitted 
to take the usual course, he should not then trouble the 
House with the reasons which had induced the Committee 
of Ways and Means to report it. At the proper time he 
He thought the gentleman himself would 


the Secretary of the Treasury to sell the stock upon such| see the propriety of permitting it to take that course. 


terms as he shall deem most for the interest of the Go- 
vernment. It was an isolated proposition. 
to disenthral the Government from a partnership with its 
citizens in this incorporated company, It proposed to 


Mr. INGERSOLL, of Connecticut, said it was no 


It proposed} doubt an unusual course, as had been just intimated by 


the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Poux,] to reject a 
bill on its introduction, without permitting it to take the 


get rid of the interest which the Government had in this] usual reference. But he considered the present question 


moneyed monopoly. 
the Government stock, upon terms not below the market 
value, or the par value, The gentleman did not seem to 
have examined the provisions of this bill, or, if he had, he 
had not understood them, The gentleman will not, he 
says, call this a wicked proposition, but there was scarcely 
any other term too harsh, in his judgment, to be applied 
to it. What, sir, for the owner of property to offer to 
sell it! Was the Government bound to continue the part- 
nership as long as the bank or its friends chose to consider 
that it was for the interest of thatinstitution that it should be 
continued? But the gentleman tells us that his remarks 


} are intended principally ‘¢ for Buncombe,” that his speech 


is for his constituents. He charges that the course ofthe 
administration towards the bank has oppressed the West- 
ern country, by compelling the institution to call in its 
loans, and withhold its accommodations. How had the 
administration dane this? The gentleman has not chosen 


Vor. IX.--108 





It proposed ta do this by a sale of} as justifying that course, if any could, and was therefore 


glad that the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Wicxurrre] had been thus promptly made. He 
would treat every proposition, coming from a committee 
of this House, with all the respect due to it, especially 
any one proceeding, as this did, from the committee 
(Ways and Means) to which he himself belonged; but he 
could not consider a motion to reject, under existing cir- 
cumstances, as at all disrespectful to those who reported 
the bill. The agitation of seven millions of stock was 
a matter not of ordinary occurrence, or of light conse- 
quence—it reached interests altogether more delicate and 
important than the connexion of the Government with 
the bank. It affected the great class of private stock- 
holders, most of whom had purchased into the institution 
at high prices, and whose property was most seriously 
affected by every movement like this, made within these 
walls. It was this class of the community who were con- 
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stantly preyed upon by the gamblers and stockjobbers, | least between the Secretary’s recommendation just q ot. 
who watch every movement here, and, by artful misre-|ed, and the recommendation of the majority of the Com. 
presentations of our proceedings, or those of our commit-| mittee of Ways and Means. More than this: the Secretary 
tees, create a panic in the money market whenever it suits|did not recommend carrying this stock into the public 
their interests to fleece the simple ones. Every thing we | market; for he was aware, and so expressed it, that such 
do in this matter is felt instantly in the great market of}a measure must prove abortive, when attempted under 
New York, and made the occasion of the most disgrace-|circumstances calculated to shake the public confidence 
ful operations. There is a chain of these speculators|in the solvency of the institution, or its safety as a place 
reaching from the lobbies of this hall to Wall street, as}of deposite. He only recommended a sale to the bank 
well connected as the chain of counterfeiters from Canada |itself. Let me read from the Secretary’s report again. 
to the Atlantic cities. These men let no opportunity pass} you shall have his very language. Here it is: ‘* A sale of 
unimproved, to operate on the timid and retired share-|so large an amount in the public market could not be ex. 
holders in the Bank of the United States; and the share-| pected to produce more than the par value; and, if 
holders of this description, comprising the trustees of|tempted under circumstances calculated to shake | 
unsettled estates, orphan children, and other persons out| confidence in the stability of the institution, would in al! 
of the active scenes of life, now constitute a large portion} probability prove abortive. _ For these reasons, 

of the present stockholders, for the knowing ones have | deemed advisable to effect asale to the bank itself—a n 
long since cleared out, and generally at handsome profits | sure believed to be practicable, on terms satisfactory bot! 
from their first investments, leaving the helpless and the|to the United States and that institution.” This meas 
unprotected to take the chances of the wreck. Under] therefore, ought not, and could not be chargeable t 
these circumstances, we owe it to ourselves, we owe it to| Secretary; for there was nothing in his official re; 

the country, to decide this question at once; whatever we | warrant it. 

do, will be best done, if done quickly. The majority of| Why then is it pressed upon us, when you see that | 
the committee who reported this bill, he was aware, did| recorded opinions of the Secretary himself show you that 
not wish to encourage the speculations to which he had | it must, under existing circumstances, prove ‘‘abortive,” 
referred; he therefore felt authorized to call on them even|and can only lead to wild speculations while this bill 
to unite with him in bringing this question to a speedy|hanging here? You have no public debt yet due, sot 
decision, whichever way it might go. If the House should | the money, if you could realize it from your bank sha 
think it good policy to part with the interests of the Go-| must remain idle in the treasury till the year 1854 
vernment in the bank, let us say so at once, and if other-|’35, when portions of the debt will be payable. 1 
wise, then the sooner that determination is known, the | have been legislating all winter to keep a surplus « 
better will it be for the country. the treasury: and will you now turn short about, and tr 


’ 


This bill proposes to throw seven millions of bank/|to legislate a surplus into it? Will you make the very 
stock into the general market, at prices not less than par, | chief which has been over and over again denounced as the 
the immediate effect of which is to bring at once the| worst of all political evils—a surplus in the treasur; 
price of all the shares of individuals down to the same jhave gentlemen become at last convinced that their ! 





level; and probably when it is seen that the Government |cied surplus is, after all, nothing but fog? 
shows a disposition to dissolve its connexion with the bank,} There is another view in which he would pres 
the fall will not stop there: you will drive it down, in all | question to the House as a financial measure. This s 
probability, far below the par value; in this way not only | now yields us $490,000 a year, an interest of 7 per « 
knocking down the property of others, but, by the same|on the original investment. As you have no present 
blow, defeating the very object which you profess, of|for the principal, you throw away this four hundred : 
selling out your own seven millions at the estimate fixed | ninety thousand dollars, the income of the current year 
by the bill. The present selling prices are about three] besides sinking three per cent. on the value of the p: 
per cent. advance. The introduction of this bill necessa-| cipal sum, which would be $210,000 more, thus mak 
rily diminishes the prices to that extent; for no one would|in the whole a round loss to the treasury of seven 
be so simple as to buy at an advance to individuals, when |dred thousand dollars over and above what you have 
your Secretary of the Treasury stands ready to sell his|by depreciating the stock, since the Secretary val 
seven millions at a lower sum. Sir, have not the propri-jat eight millions one year ago. Mr. I. said there | 
etors in this institution been yet punished enough? One|something, he must say, undeserved and unkind i 
year ago, their stock stood at about 25 per cent. advance. | repeated attacks on the bank. Sir, are you aware 
You have already driven them down at a loss of more than] the greatest losses this institution has ever met with | 
20 per cent., and will you now insist on making them] proceeded from their assuming the debts due from th 
feel your power still further? And why are we asked to}local banks (formerly used as places of deposite) to the 
do this? We are told that we have high authority for this} Government, at the time the institution went into 0] 
course, that it has the sanction of the officer at the head | tion? Such, he believed, was the fact. It was, he believ 
of the treasury. But he [Mr. I.] had seen no recom-|capable of the clearest proof, that the Bank of the Uni 
mendation from that officer sanctioning the principles of| States lost at least two millions of dollars, by assumi! 
this bill. When he spoke of the recommendations of the | the Government these doubtful debts. But for this, yout 
Secretary, he alluded, of course, to his reports, to the lan-| ** unavailable funds,” now amounting to $!,400,UU0; 
guageo fficial: for he [Mr. I.] knew nothing, in those mat-| would probably have been three or four millions. An i0- 
ters, of the language confidential. stitution that had rendered such services to the treasu’s 
This project was first brought to the notice of Congress |the days of its distress, ought not now to be hara 
by the Secretary'in his annual report at the last session. |this needless manner. Let it at Jeast have a quit 
But he did not recommend such a measure as this; on the |an easy death. He, for one, would not be instrument 
contrary, he ‘* respectfully recommended to Congress to}in adding to, or prolonging its pangs, and he hoped a 
authorize the sale of those shares (the bank shares) for a|jority of the House would be of the same opinion 
sum not less than eight millions of dollars,” to enable him| Mr. WATMOUGH, of Pennsylvania, expressed | 
to pay off a portion of the public debt. Mark the limit:|sincere regret at the necessity which compelled ! 
a sum **not less than eight millions of dollars.” Andjeven for a very few moments, to intrude himself 
what are we now asked to do? This bill proposes to sell|the notice of the House. But, said Mr. W., to ren 
out our interest at a sum not less than seven millions, thus|silent on an occasion so important as the pres 
throwing away one million, or making that difference at| withhold the expression, either of my opinion on th 
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now proposed to us, or of my indignation against the un- 
ceasing, unflinching persecution which its presence here 
informs us is still to be waged against this great national 
institution, would be both disgraceful and derogatory to 
the sacred trust I am sent here to fulfil. 

I confess myself quite at a loss to say which feeling pre- 
dominates at this moment in my breast; amazement at the 
utter absence of sound financial views on the face of this 
bill, or detestation of the unrelenting spirit on the part of 
the administration, by means of its advocates on this floor, 
against an institution, admitted by the wisest and best men 
of the times to be as absolutely essential to the existence 
and safety of this Union, as, I had almost said, the consti- 
tution itself, which forms its basis. Sir, I have said I was 
amazed that such a bill, at such a crisis, could emanate 
from any committee of this House. That amazement, 
}~yvever, is wonderfully diminished when I recall to my 

‘ind the source from whence it does come. It is report- 
ed, sir, from the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
comes into this House under the parental care and pecu- 
liar auspices of the honorable gentleman from Tennessee. 
Need I say more? It is a scion of the same stock from 
whence sprung the famous submission bill, as it has been 
indignantly called, from one end of the country to the 
other. A bill, sir, allow me to say, which will go far to 
immortalize all who have had a hand in its concoction, 
which, after a most severe and painful travail through this 
House, during which it has suffered all the severity of ana- 
tomical dissection, has at length been permitted to drop, 
as it were, lifeless to the ground, and been buried under 
the mass of its own dissevered parts, or so changed as no 
longer to be recognised by its illustrious founders. A 
bill whose title in the first instance should have been 
amended so as to read—to enable the mighty British em- 
pire to maintain free of all cost its mass of miserable pau- 
pers, to the utter ruin of the free and intelligent yeomen 
of these United States. When I reflect on all this, sir, 
I can no longer be amazed at any thing coming from that 
source. 

But, sir, what shall we say of the conduct of the admi- 
nistration in reference to this vast and important interest? 
How shall we extenuate that? Upon what plea can that 
be excused? Is it, sir, that the action of this institution 
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United States. 


He will say nothing here 


ture to assert it? He will not. 
which he does not believe. Sir, there is no foundation 
whatever for this supposition. The bank has never step- 
ped out of her prescribed constitutional path: her vaults 
have never been closed against the wants of the Govern- 
ment; and if the subject can be got at, I have no doubt 
it will be found, that even at a moment when the public 
deposites did not equal those of many private individuals, 
the demands of the Government were unhesitatingly met, 
and her wants supplied beyond, perhaps, her utmost 
hopes or expectations. I will venture no further on this 
track. I will seek no further to unravel what can only 
pain me. I will only take care that no anxious fear of 
having a like current turned against myself, shall induce 
me to swerve, even for an instant, from the severe path of 
my duty: that I do not fold my arms, and tamely abandon 
all the great principles of the Government, and every in- 
terest of my constituents, while the attempt is being made 
utterly to merge them in the vast malstroom of political 
expediency or party intrigue. Could I act thus, I should 
consider myself unworthy the name of freeman, much 
less worthy to be endowed with the high privilege of a 
representative of a free, manly, and highly intelligent 
people. No, sir, I shall fulfil my duty here, happen what 
may. I shall be deterred by no personal considerations; 
shall fear no personal consequences: personal imputations 
{ dread not—I feel myself above them. No honorable 
member on this floor will make them, and such as come 
from corrupt and dishonorable sources out of doors will 
pass me as the idle wind. On the subject now before us, 
I feel myself strong. I stand, sir, on the broad basis of 
public opinion: I am sustained by the unanimous voice of 
my constituents, and of the whole moral and intelligent 
community, of which [am the humblest member. The 
House will pardon me if I indulge for a time in what may 
be termed the luxury of this moment. We are no longer 
engaged in that miserable system of bush-fighting, ay, sir, 
bush-fighting, in which we have been struggling for the 
last five or six weeks. I feel, sir, that I have my head 
above water. I breathe freely. The enemy has ventured 
from behind his entrenchments; modestly enough, it is 
true, but still, sir, he is out, and fam too happy to meet 
him on the plain. My voice shall reach the people, that 





is hostile to the welfare and happiness of the citizen, or|they may know who are their friends, and who it is that 


injurious in its operations to the great commercial, manu- 
facturing, agricultural, or planting interests of the nation? 
No one will ever pretend that such is the case. Is it that 


seek; in the indulgence of a rank personal animosity, to 
corrupt the sources of their comfort and prosperity, di- 
minish the value of their property, and take from them 


the mighty minds of those who now govern the destinies| what they now enjoy-—a fair and just equivalent for the 


of this fair empire, are disturbed by the constitutional 
question, which once rang through this hall and divided 


the nation? No, sir, not so; for they repose with com-| 





toil of their hands, and the sweat of their brows. Will 


jnot this prove the issue of these reiterated attacks on 


the bank? Who can doubt it? Noone, sir. i hold in 


placency on this ground, and confess it is placed beyond|my hands documents ample to prove it: I will presently 


adoubt. What then can induce them, at a crisis so mo- 
mentous as the present, when it is confessed on all hands 
that this Union is being shaken to its very centre—when | 
the minds of all men are filled with the gloomiest fore-| 
bodings of the future, and no one knows how soon the| 


refer to them; time will allow me to do no more at pre- 
sent. 
And now, Mr. Speaker, to the point. My honorable 


| friends who have preceded me in this debate have per- 





security each now feels in the present will vanish, per-| 
haps forever—when, sir, not one single principle of our | 
constitution is settled or established, even after the lapse | 
of nearly half a century--what, [ repeat, can induce them! 
to come into this House, and before this nation, in a spirit | 


formed this day a great duty to their country, and with 
that firmness and intelligence which always distinguishes 
their efforts. My honorable friend from Kentucky has 
amply demonstrated the folly, if not wickedness, of this 
expense, in its effects upon the country at large, and more 
particularly upon the West; while my distinguished friend 


of political recklessness, and ask us, the friends of fixed | from Connecticut has with equal ability shown its unsound 


principles, to aid them in their unholy crusade, or expect 
us to remain silent while they make their insidious attacks? 
And this too, at a time when they know not to what quar- 
ter to look for support—who are their friends, and who 
their foes? It might be supposed, as some extenuation for 
them, that the high-minded, honorable, and talented indi- 


viduals who administer the affairs of this institution, had | proposition, Mr. Speaker! 


indulged in feelings of a just indignation, and set them-| 


and ruinous character as a measure of finance. But what 
says the honorable gentleman from Tennessee? Why, for- 
sooth, he has told us, in calm and modest language, and 
with a most unaffected simplicity of demeanor, that he was 
greatly surprised at the opposition to this bill; that it was 
nothing more than an isolated proposition. An isolated 
And have we come to this, 
sir? Is it possible that an honorable member of this House, 


selves up in hostile array against their persecutors. Is this |and from the Committee of Ways and Means too, can rise 


so? Will the honorable gentleman from ‘Tennessee ven-} 


in bis seat, and tell us, the assembled representatives of 
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the people, that a proposition which strikes at the very 
existence of the most important national institution in this 
country, an institution whose benefits are as extensively felt 
and acknowledged as, I had almost said, the broad light 
of day itself, without whose agency it is well known the 
administration of affairs could not progress, and whose 
amount of exchanges in a single year, foreign and domes- 
tic, solely for the benefit of the Government, and the con- 
venience of the agricultural, commercial, and manufac- 
turing and planting interests, exceeds the enormous sum 
of two hundred and fifty millions of dollars; is it possible, 
I say, that a proposition which strikes at the very exist- 
ence of such an institution, and puts at hazard this vast 
convenience, in which the whole Union is so deeply in- 
terested, is to be called simply an isolated proposition! 
The honorable member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means must excuse me. I cannot view it in that light. 
My financial vision, humble as it is, cannot adapt itself to 
such a focus. An isolated proposition, sir! 1 consider it, 
and respectfully invoke the attention of the House to this 
point, as part and parcel of that grand system of attack 
against this noble and ably administered institution, began 
atan early period of the present administration, fully devel- 
oped in the ever memorable veto message, and now, sir, 
brought into this House, that we, too, may be made sub- 
servient and accessory to its completion. But I trust, sir, 
that the representatives of this great nation will at once 
boldly march up to this question, meet it at the very 
threshold, and crush it before its influences shall be al- 
lowed to contaminate the air we breathe. But, sir, the 
honorable gentleman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
goes further, and tells us that this bill simply proposes 
**{o disenthral the Government from a partnership in this 
incorporated company.” Why, sir, this is strange doc- 
trine, to say the least of it. 
at once the Government and the bank. Now, sir, although 
it is true that, when the Government invited its citizens to 
join in this partnership, there was no express stipulation 
to that effect, yet was there just moral ground to presume 
that the Government would not desert the stockholders 
until the term of the partnership had fully expired; and 
this presumption was the more natural, inasmuch as the 
citizen was but slow to subscribe in the first instance, and 
accepted but reluctantly the invitation to invest. 

Let it be remembered, too, that while the Government 
has derived every possible benefit from the labor and ex- 
ertion of the stockholder, the latter has at no time receiv- 
ed even legal interest for his money. ‘his position, sir, 
in my humble opinion, constitutes a strong moral ground 
of objection against this bill. But there are others, and 
equally strong ones, presenting themselves to my mind. 
I cannot abandon the hope that the people of these United 
States will, before long, have their eyes opened to the 
true state of this question. I firmly believe that, even at 
this moment, party discipline aside, a vast majority of them 
are in favor of renewing the charter of this bank. I will 
not therefore consent that their interest in the renewal of 
this ‘charter should be thus extinguished; and, so far as 
my humble voice and exertions can go to accomplish it, I 
am resolved that they shall not only have the benefit of the 


bonus to be paid hereafter for the renewal, but likewise} 


have all the advantage of the increased value of the seven 
millions, in consequence of that renewal, which cannot 
fail to amount to from two to three millions of dollars. 
This, sir, may never happen: I anticipate the reverse. 
And I do not hesitate here, in my place, to express my 
conviction, that when that question again comes up for 
consideration on this floor, and the country and Congress 


are put in possession of the documents proving the actual | 


condition of this bank, and the vast benefits that resu!t to 
the Union from it, that public opinion will make it im- 
perative upon both Congress and the Executive to add 
their sanction to its judgment, and continue the benefits 
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of this institution to the people, without which, having so 
long enjoyed them, they would become poor indeed. 

And now, sir, let me ask the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee, how and to whom does he propose to sell this 
stock? to the bank. or to individuals? If it be to the bank 
he looks, surely it is with but little hope, for the bank has 
been hitherto managed with too distinguished skill to sup. 
pose it capable of the folly of reducing its capital, in dj. 
rect opposition to the spirit of its charter, which assigns 
thirty-five millions of dollars as the amount necessary to 
enable it to perform its duties to the country, of diminish. 
ing its business, and curtailing its means of usefulness, 

If, then, the bank be out of the question, it is scarcely 
probable that any honest capitalist will, under present cir. 
cumstances, seek it as a permanent investment. It must 
therefore remain a long time in the market, before it can 
become absorbed by the community, greatly depressing 

ithe value of the property of the present stockholders, 
depreciating daily in its own, to the great injury of the 
nation at large, and only tending to illustrate the wretch. 
ed infatuation upon which the financial concerns of this 
nation are based. It follows, then, as my honorable friend 
from Kentucky has clearly shown, that no one remains 
but the profligate speculator or the Government partisan, 
to avail themselves of this chance; a combination which 
we, as legislators, should ever consider it among the first 
and highest of our moral duties to discountenance and 
banish. 

I regret, Mr. Speaker, that time is not allowed me by 
the rules of the House to go fully into this subject. I hold 
bear document in my possession to demonstrate most 
| satisfactorily to this House, that certainly there does not 
| exist at this moment, perhaps there never has at any time 
existed, an institution so sound in all its parts, so beauti- 
fully harmonious in its action, and beneficial in all its re- 
| sults, as this much calumniated, much abused Bank of the 
| United States. 

I beg honorable gentlemen from the West and South- 
west, and, let me add, too, from the South, who entertain 
feelings hostile to this institution, not to be led astray by 
vague, indefinite charges and idle clamor, no matter from 
what source they may come, or under what garb they may 
approach them. Let them examine the system of domes- 
tic and foreign exchanges, of which this institution is con- 
stitutionally the agent, and the enormous amount of which 
[have heretofore alluded to, exceeding, in one single 
year, the sum of 250,000,000 dollars: let them test the 
operation of this system upon their own constituents, the 
value of their crops and of their property generally, and 

| then let them calmly ask themselves, can we, in the face 

of this evidence, on any ground of political expediency, 
or party policy, lend ourselves to prostrate this institution, 
and with it the value and comfort of all that is most dear 
tous’ Let them examine and admire the admirable theory 
of its action, its vital principle, by means of which it ex- 
pands, with admirable effect, to meet every exigency, 
and having completed its sphere of duties, again contracts 
itself as business subsides, and thus preserves the whole 
atmosphere of trade and commerce, as it were, sound and 
healthful. The calm, dispassionate, unprejudiced, pa- 
triotic mind will not for a moment hesitate. 

But, sir, while on this subject, and before I take my scat, 
the House will pardon me while I take as concise a view 
as possible of the grave, and, in my opinion, most unac- 
countable charge against the bank, made from the high- 
est quarter, as to its solvency and security as a place of 
deposite of the public funds. I do not know, sir, how! 
can better illustrate the fallacy of this charge, than by 4 
reference to a document I hold in my hand, from which I 
quote a few facts, as they appear in the report of the New 
York Legislature, made on the 31st of January, 1833. 

From this it will be seen that the whole amount of bank- 
ing capital in the United States, independent of the Bank 
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of the United States, is one hundred and twenty-four million 

five hundred thousand dollars, their circulation 68,332,556 
dollars; and that the whole amount of specie in their 
yaults did not exceed 10,953,950 dollars. Compare with 
this, at the same period, and immediately after having ef- 
fected, without the least disturbance whatever, either to 
the currency of the country, or its business in any branch 
whatever, fifteen millions of dollars of the public debt, the 
situation of this insolvent institution, its capital thirty-five 
millions of dollars, its circulation 17,667,444 dollars, while 
the specie in its vaults equalled the sum of 9,040,050 dol- 
lars. And yet, sir, we are told, in the face of facts so 
easily got at, and in defiance of all collateral evidence of 
the most unrivalled prosperity, that the bank is insolvent, 
and not a fit place of deposite for the public funds! Sir, 
it is difficult to believe this. History will not credit that 
any administration could be so regardless of public opinion, 
or so reckless in the prosecution of its ends, as to give 
utterance to charges so fatal in their character, not more 
to the credit of the bank than to the character of the Go- 
vernment and nation both at home and abroad, and unsup- 
ported by even the shadow of proof. 

But, sir, I have not yet done. Every one knows what 
for some time past has been the condition of England: la- 
boring under a state of the hig!est political ferment, dis- 
tracted in her councils, her ancient institutions tottering 
to their hase, and on the eve of a vast moral as well as po- 
litical revolution, it became necessary to subject her great 
moneyed institution to an investigation as rigorously as it 
was no doubt skilfully managed, and what was the result? 
Why, it was found that the Bank of England, with a capi- 
tal of 72,765,000 dollars, a circulation of 90,258,550 dol- 
lars, had of specie in its vaults a sum amounting only to 
26,465,750 dollars; and yet this institution is sustained by 
a report of the committee of Parliament, and represented 
hy the Government to be in a most flourishing condition, 
while the administration of our own Government brings 
all its influence and patronage to bear against the great 
national bank of the Union, with the view to crush it, be- 
cause, forsooth, its circulation does not equal half its ca- 
pital, while the specie in its vaults nearly equals that con- 
tained in all the other banks of the country taken toge- 
ther, and falls short only by one-half its own amount of 
circulation. I blush, sir, while I state the fact. I wish 
my constituents, however, to know it, and ardently de- 
sire that all possible information on this deeply important 
subject may be laid before the whole body of the people. 

The honorable gentleman from Tennessee had, how- 
ever, assured the House, the Government had not willed 
the destruction of the bank. The honorable gentleman 
has stated what he no doubt believes; his opportunities 
have, perhaps, enabled him to receive assurances which 
have satisfied his mind on that point; but, as I do not live 
under the same favorable auspices with the honorable 
gentleman, I only form my opinions from the great public 
acts of the Executive, and his advocates both here and 
out of doors. I am led to a different conclusion, quite, 
and to me it is a fact as evident as the sun at noon-day, 
that the destruction of the bank has long since been de- 
termined on, and will be consummated, unless, amid the 
political convulsions of the day, a new light should sud- 
denly spring up, a new conviction arise of the sound moral 
as well as political expediency of renewing its charter, 
and of receiving it within the pale of those constitutional 
powers of the Government as essential in its sphere as the 
judiciary has, of late, been found to be important and pa- 
ramount in the more grave and important orbit in which it 
is called upon to act. 

Mr. W. hoped that, in any remarkshe had felt himself 
called upon to make, he should not be considered as in- 
tending any thing personally disrespectful to any honora- 
ble member on this floor. Such, he assured the House, 
was not his intention. He hoped he knew too well what 








was due to the distinguished body before which he stood, 
and which had done him too much honor by the patient 
hearing they had bestowed on him; too well what was due 
to his constituents as well as to himself. It was true, he had 
assailed the action of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and confessed himself entirely at a loss to conceive upon 
what ground or public document that could possibly have 
come before that committee, the bill then under consider- 
ation could have been based. 

{Here the Srzaxer reminded the honorable gentle- 
man that it was not in order to assail the acts of a com- 
mittee. ] 

Mr. W.stated that he only intended to refer to the acts 
of the committee, as they had been brought before the 
House. Beyond that he did not wish to go—that surely 
afforded him ample ground. He again repeated that if, 
in the ardor of debate, any thing had dropped from him, 
calculated to wound personally, he should regret it ex- 
tremely. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the 
House would at once meet this question with the firmness 
and decision its importance demanded, and hoped that on 
his return home to his constituents, he might have it in his 
power to congratulate them and the country that a mea- 
sure so fraught with ruin to them and it, had been met at 
once, and quashed in its very bud. He had done. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, then demanded the pre- 
vious question; which motion being duly seconded, the 
previous question was ordered: Yeas 94, nays 90. 

The main question was then put in the following form: 
‘* Shall this bill be rejected?” and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Allison, Arnold, Ashley, Babcock, Banks, N. Barber, 
Barringer, Barstow, Isaac C. Bates, Branch, Briggs, 
Bucher, Bullard, Burd, Cahoon, Choate, Collier, L. Con- 
dict, S. Condit, Bates Cooke, Cooper, Corwin, Coulter, 
Craig, Crane, Crawford, Creighton, Daniel, John Davis, 
W. R. Davis, Dearborn, enny, Dewart, Dickson, Dray- 
ton, Ellsworth, George iEvans, Joshua Evans, Edward 
Everett, Horace Everett, Findlay, Grennell, H. Hall, 
Hawes, Hiester, Hodges, Hughes, Huntington, Ihrie, 
Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenifer, Kendall, H. King, Kerr, Letch- 
er, Marshall, Maxwell, Robert McCoy, McDuffie, Mc- 
Kennan, Mercer, Milligan, Newton, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pitcher, Potts, Randolph, John Reed, Rencher, Root, 
Russel, Semmes, Wm. B. Shepard, Slade, Smith, South- 
ard, Spence, Stanbery, Stewart, Storrs, Taylor, Phile- 
mon ‘Thomas, Tompkins, Tracy, Vance, Vinton, Wash- 
ington, Watmough, Wilkin, Wheeler, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Frederick Whittlesey, Edward D. White, Wickliffe, 
Wilde, Williams, Young—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adair, Alexander, R. Allen, Anderson, 
Angel, Archer, Barnwell, James Bates, Beardsley, Bell, 
Bergen, Bethune, James Blair, John Blair, Boon, Bouck, 
Bouldin, John Brodhead, John C. Brodhead, Cambre- 
leng, Chandler, Chinn, Claiborne, Clay, Clayton, Coke, 
Connor, Davenport, Dayan, Doublecay, Draper, Felder, 
Ford, Foster, Gaither, Gilmore, Gordon, Griffin, Thomas 
H. Hall, William Hall, Harper, Hawkins, Hoffman, Hol- 
land, Horn, Howard, Hubbard, Isacks, Jarvis, Jewett, 
Richard M. Johnson, Cave Jolhinsor, Kavanagh, Kennon, 
Adam King, John King, Lamar, Jansing, Leavitt, Le- 
compte, Lewis, Lyon, Mann, Mardis, Mason McCarty, 
Wm. McCoy, McIntire, McKay, Mitchell, Newnan, Nuck- 
olls, Patton, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Edward C. Reed, 
Roane, Soule, Speight, Standifer, John Thomson, Ver- 
planck, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Weeks, Campbell P. 
White, Worthington—91. 

So the bill was rejected. 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 


The hour of one having arrived, the Senate attended 
in the hall of the House of Representatives—the Presi- 
dent of the Senate taking the chair of the House—and 
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in the presence of the two Houses proceeded to open| President of the United States to employ a suitable person, =— 
the votes of the Electors in the several States for Presi-|in aid of the Topographical Bureau, for the purpose a 1824, 
dent and Vice President of the United States. Messrs. | ascertaining the geology and mineralogy of each of the of cou 
Gnuunvy, of the Senate, and Drarron and Hunnarp, {several States of the Union, with a view to the construc. Mr. 
of the House of Representatives, acted as a committee|tion of a mineralogical and geological map of the whole as opp 
to read and enumerate the votes; and the whole having territory of the United States. Mr. 
been gone through, the result was ascertained to be as} Mr. WICKLIFFE said that he should vote against the in wh 
follows: resolution, because he understood that the act of 1894 could 
Statement of the votes for President and Vice President|*¢ferred to in the resolution, had been practically null. Ji source 
of the United States, for four years, from the 4th of fied, inasmuch as the money intended to cover all the ex. grants 
March, 1833. pense of surveying the routes of roads and canals liad thems¢ 
= : ee trae a ee to proceed, un. Mr. 
x 1 os + : ess the respective States where the surveys were to be soluti 
3 | For President.\For Vice President made, would consent to bear the Sasa out of their es 
3 1.4. SLL Ty jown funds: of this, however, a gentleman behind him nullific 
ae © 18 ie 5 {2 1S |= .|2 | knew more than he. Now, if such was indeed the case, spond 
ea STATES OF 3 ele hee z# g2\8¢ 32 - Mr. W. was against continuing a law, the onl) use of the sul 
$4 Selseics =| £ = /4£|~= | which would be to provide a good fat place fur some man Roads 
23 Seis obs S2|5e* 2125) 2 | that wanted employment. tion of 
S be Bec = jr sf | ae E a ¢ es Mr. ANDERSON said that the resolution went to com. operat 
ef ‘Sig 1g = 5/E4\22]2</2 * | mit no one, to create no office, to take no money out of Mr. 
ee I< [x iS = |5 |= |< |= |thetreasury. Ifit were true that the law of 1824 had ing ou’ 
ants. ae eens ——|—|been annulled, then this resolution would be without not wi! 
10 Maine, = 10 10) | effect. to be ¢ 
lol had || Med Mr. WHITTLESEY said that as the gentleman from [ge ent us 
4 | Rhode Isisnd, 4 | 4| Kentucky had very unexpectedly called upon him for an Mr. 
~ fee? 8 8 ‘ explanation of the subject referred to, it might be proper survey 
42 | New York, 42 ‘| 42 : for him to stute, that a very important route for a mil. Mr. 
S| mew Jersey, 2 a road in the northeastern part of the State of Ohio, in. ous ini 
‘s {ieeuem Tia errs tended to connect Lake Erie with the Ohio river, having money 
10 | Maryland, 3] 5 3} 5 been proposed, an application had been made to the Se. The 
. 23 | Virginia, | 231 | 23, | cretary of War, signed by all the members of the Ohio Mr. 
e: * 15 | North Carolina, | 15 15 lele ee ae Lt . .t Ba er Mr 
11 | South Carolina, | i a 1, | delegation, by many members from the western part of Mr. 
11 | Georgia, } 11 uu) | Pennsylvania, and others, soliciting an examination of the resolu’ 
= aad ‘a 15 a 15) route in question. The Legislature of Ohio had consider. Thi: 
21 | Ohio, ° | 21 ail | ed the object of so much importance that they had graut- The 
: apenas > oe 5 ed an act of incorporation to a company for the construc- 
9 | Indiana, | 9 | tion of the road, and it had been in contemplation to oi 
5 | Lilinois, te. s| | make an application to the General Government for aid rhe 
i, ae’ acd to carry it into execution. The Secretary of War had solved 
aco eed So taken up the subject, and, with tl iptitude: whicl Mr. 
| : p the subject, and, with the promptitude: which m 
—_—|———— fF | 1 1 1 OL I | usually characterized the movements of that officer, had Phe 
288 | Whole No. ofelectors.| 219 so] 11 7| iso} 49} 30] 7/ 11| promptly informed them that the application would be called 
145 | Majority. granted, provided an appropriation for surveys under t! ; Eig 
ttt tt _tact of 1824 should be made. It had been made; : pende 
Vote for President of the United States. expectation of all had been, that the surveys wo Mr. 
For Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee, - 219 made at the expense of the United States. A corps of Blair. 
For Henry Clay, of Kentucky, - 49 engineers had been detailed, and part of them had arrived Mr. 
For John Floyd, of Virginia, * - ~ ee on the ground, when it was found that the bill had been Mr. 
For William Wirt, of Maryland, — - >. aan so far countermanded as to throw the whole expense of “ent 
Ly Vote for Vice President of the United States. the survey on the company, save the personal service sof sos 
fei 4 : aed ; " the engineer employed; the company had consequent!) oo 
BS For Martin Van Buren, of New York, - 189 been called together, and they had voted to refuse the Greer 
4 For John Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, - #2 offer. In consequence, the route had not been surveyed any b 
a i For William Wilkins, of Pennsylvania, - 30 The engineer had remained upon the line till near Mr. 
e For Amos Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, oe fall, and had then asked and received leave of absence Willia 
For Henry Lee, of Massachusetts, - . furlough, on condition of reporting himself to the depatt- s Mes 
Whereupon, the President of the Senate proclaimed|ment once in every two weeks, that they might know wr 
that Axpnew Jackson, of Tennessee, having a majority where to direct orders. j lows 
of the whole number of votes, was elected President of| A similar application had been made for the survey ol Ows: 
the United States for four years, from the 4th day of|4 railroad from the Hudson river to Portage Summit, 
March next; and that Manrrn Van Buren, of New York,|Qhio. Great interest had been felt in this work in New 
having a majority of votes therefor, was elected Vice Pre-| York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, where it was uniye!si''y 
. sident of the United States for the same term. considered as a work of great national importance. The 
at The Senate then withdrew, and the House adjourned. | applicants had been told that the survey would be made, Por ¥ 
but on the same conditions as those he had mentioned, . ; 
Taunspar, Fesrvany 14. respecting the other case. Engineers had been ds spatehi : 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEYS. acme eee y 
Mr. ANDERSON, of Maine, offered the following re-| Mr. ANDERSON said that the correctness or incor ‘ 
solution: . rectness of this statement would not affect the propriety ' 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in-| of passing the resolution, since, if the President should I 


structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the} refuse to employ the corps of engineers under the act of 
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1824, the individual referred to in the resolution would, 
of course, not be appointed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY said he was not to be understood 
as opposing the resolution. 

Mr. BURD advocated the resolution in a short speech, 
in which he expressed his wish that the resolution 
could be so extended as to include all the relative re- 
sources of the different States, so that strangers and emi- 
grants might have some guide in selecting where to locate 
themselves. 

Mr. MERCER said he had not risen to oppose the re- 
solution, being friendly to all inquiries of this character. 
He sustained the assertion of Mr. Wicxiirre, as to the 
nullification of the law for surveys, and stated a corre- 
spondence between himself and the War Department, on 
the subject of assuming the reports of the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, when not contradicted by any legisla- 
tion of the House, as the rule which was to guide the 
operations of the department in conducting the surveys. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the resolution by strik-| 
ing out the words ** under the act of 1824,” as he was) 
not willing that the money which that law had destined! 
to be employed in surveys, should be diverted to a differ- 
ent use. 

Mr. MERCER further explained as to the history of a 
survey ordered in the neighborhood of Pittsburg. 

Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, thinking this a danger-| 
ous initiation of a new system for expending the public| 
money, moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

The motion was negatived without a count. 

Mr. Vinron’s amendment was then agreed to. 
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At the close of the 10th ballot, it being after 4 o’clock, 
an adjournment was moved, which succeeded, and 
The House adjourned. 





Frivay, Fesrvary 15. 
ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

The House resumed the unfinished business of yes- 
terday, being the election of a printer to the House 
for the next Congress; the same tellers as vesterday act- 
ing. The following was the result of the several bal- 
lotings: 

First. Second. Third. Fourth. 


For Gales & Seaton, 91 94 93 99 
F. P. Blair, 90 91 90 94 
Duff Green, 7 3 2 1 
C. Raguet, 7 5 + 1 
Blanks, 4 3 2 2 


After the third ballot, 

Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, moved a resolution post- 
poning the election until the first Thursday in the next 
session of Congress. 

Mr. VINTON inquired of the Speaker if such a resolu- 
tion was in order, under the law. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, stating that the postponement was inadmissible, in- 
asmuch as the House was acting under a law which re- 
quired the election to be made at the present session. 
He, however, waived his motion at the request of 

Mr. WAYNE, who said that the House was now exe- 


Mr. ARNOLD moved to change the direction of the] cuting a law, and must proceed with the election unless 


resolution to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

This motion was negatived; and 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

The hour having arrived at which the House had re- 
solved to proceed to the election ofa public printer, 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved a call of the House. 

The motion prevailed, and the House was thereupon 
called. 

Eight members were absent—when the call was sus. 





Mr. McCOY, of Virginia, then nominated Francis P. 
Blair. 

Mr. NEWTON, of Virginia, nominated Gales & Seaton. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE nominated Duff Green. 

Mr. COOKE, of New York, nominated Thurlowe 
Weed. 

The SPEAKER read a communication from William 
Greer & Son, proposing to do the work cheaper than 
any body else. 

Mr. BURD, of Pennsylvania, thereupon nominated 
William Greer & Son. 

Messrs. McCoy, Newror, Wicxtiirrr, Cooxr, and 
Burn, were appointed a committee to count the votes. 


When the balloting commenced, and resulted as fol- 
lows: 


i 


the law be repealed. To postpone the election until the 
next session would violate the law, and could not be done 
without the interposition of the joint action of the two 
Houses. He read the act which enjoined the election of 
a printer at the close of every Congress; and hoped the 
gentleman from North Carolina would withdraw his reso- 
lution. 

Mr. HALL then withdrew his resolution. 

Mr. BOON, of Indiana, moved to postpone the elec- 
tion to the Sd day of March, (the last day of the session, ) 
but being informed that the 3d was Sunday, he varied his 
motion to the 2d day of March, and demanded the yeas 
and nays on the motion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to lay the motion on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion to lay the motion on 
the table was not in order. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE doubted the correctness of the de- 
cision of the Chair, and made some remarks to show that 
Mr. Witrtams’s motion was in order. 

The SPEAKER explained; and 

Mr. WICKLIFVE not persisting in his opposition to 
the decision, 

The question was taken on the motion to postpone the 
election to the 2d of March, and was decided in the nega- 
tive, as follows: Yeas 92, nays 101. 

Mr. HAWES then moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY demanded the yeas and nays, 


i oe egze#e + + |which were taken, and stood: Yeas 14, nays 173. ; 
243533 3 3 3 3 S| The fourth balloting then took place, which resulting as 
SAR RS AB A has above stated, Gales & Seaton were declared by the 
soups éeés Ss 3 BS S| Speaker to be duly elected printers to the House of Re- 
, “aon Soh 2 & S& | presentatives for the ensuing Congress. 
For F. P. Blair, 88 93 96 95 93 97 96 98 97 95) a ean. 
Gales & Seaton, 60 69 77 78 80 79 78 78 83 84 | Sarurpay, Fesrvary 16. 
Duff Green, 25 25 20 16 14 14 14 12 14 11) 
W.Greer& Son, 8 3 LAND REPORTS. 
Th. Weed, Ia.2 1 , 3 1 2} Mr. WICKLIFFE, from the Committee on the Public 
Condy Raguet, Sie. SI: €..7 542° SS Lands, reported the following resolution, viz. 
Anne Royall, 1 Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to be col- 
Blackmore, 1 | lected, arranged, and printed, for the use of the House of 
Blank, 4 3 4 694 4 


5| Representatives, such of the reports of the several boards 
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of commissioners, and the registers and receivers when| consume the time of the committee with any further re- 
acting as boards, for the adjudication and determination | marks, but would renew his motion when the bill comes 
of land claims in the several States and Territories, which | into the House. 
reports were adverse to claimants, and which have notbeen| The amendment was negatived. 
printed heretofore by order of this House; and that the| Mr. ASHLEY moved several small amendments in 
said Clerk cause to be made tothe same a suitable index. | reference to sergeants, buglers, forage, &c., which were 
Mr. WILDE moved to postpone the resolution till |agreed to. 
Monday. The committee then rose, and reported the bills to the 
This motion gave rise to conversation and explanations, | House. 
in which Messrs. WILDE, WICKLIFFE, CLAY, BUL-| Mr. CONNOR moved to go into Committee of the 
LARD, and VINTON took part. Whole, and take up the Post Office bill. 
Mr. VINTON condemned the motion as likely to occa-| No quorum having voted, 
sion the printing of a vast mass of matter amounting to a} Mr. HOFFMAN moved a call of the House. The mo- 
number of volumes, without any useful result. tion preyailed, and the House was called. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE replied, and referred to the great} The call having been gone through, an adjournment 
facilities which would be enjoyed by the Land Commit-|was moved, 
tee, in consequence of having the record to refer to. Mr. E. WHITTLESEY demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida, supported the motion, as did} They were ordered, and resulted as follows: Yeas 23, 
Mr. BULLARD, Mr. MASON, and Mr. WHITTLESEY. | nays 116. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG thought more deliberation was| Mr. WILLIAMS moved a recess till 5 o’clock. 
necessary before passing a resolution giving to an indivi-| The motion was negatived. 
dual one of the heaviest printing jobs the House had ever| Mr. CRAIG moved an adjournment: Yeas 58, nays 62. 
offered. Mr. CONNOR renewed his motion to suspend the rule, 
Mr. WHITTLESEY warmly supported the motion as|to move to go into committee on the Post Office bill: Yeas 
likely to save immense trouble to the Committee of|71, nays S9—not two-thirds, the required number to sus- 
Claims, a large part of whose labors were occasioned by | pend a rule. 
cases from the Committees on the Public Landsand on Pri-| Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment, 
vate Land Claims. Mr, CLAYTON demanded the yeas and nays; they were 
Mr. LEAVITT opposed the resolution, not having data | taken, and stood as follows: Yeas 78, nays 83. 
as to the extent and expense of its consequences. Mr. CONNOR gave notice that he would move to go 
Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, explained, and urged the ne-|into committee on the Post Office bill on Monday. 
cessity of having such a record; the expense of improper-| Various motions to take up particular bills having fail- 
ly allowing one of those large land claims would cost the |ed, another motion was made for an adjournment—which 
nation far more than the whole of this printing. carried. 
Mr. WAYNE suggested that an index might be pre-| And the House adjourned. 
pared which would answer the whole purpose. He in-| [During nearly the whole of this day’s sitting the mem. 
quired of Mr. Wicktirre as to the number of yolumes/bers were attracted in numbers to the Senate chamber by 
which would have to be printed. the debate going on there; which accounts for the diffi- 
Mr. WICKLIFFE could not exactly state, but suppos-|culty experienced in keeping a House together.] 
ed the whole expense would not exceed $2,000. He 
adverted to a claim which had been allowed by the Land 
Committee, but which would have been promptly re- . 
jected had the committee seen the records bs aor wabeed LAND REPORTS. ; 
printed. The resolution offered by Mr. Wicxurrre, for print- 
Mr. WAYNE: said, if Mr. Wicxxirre would examine |ing certain reports of the board of commissioners on land 
ang produce an estimate, he would vote in favor of the |claims, coming up, 
measure. Mr. WHITE, of Florida, moved to amend the resolu- 
Mr. ASHLEY supported the resolution, and stated the |tion so as to include as well the reports in favor, as those 
erroneous grounds on which many decisions of boards of |adverse to the claimants. He explained the present dila- 
commissioners had proceeded. pidated state of the records to be printed, and stated that 
The further prosecution of the debate was cut off by the |the whole might be comprised in a single volume. , 
expiration of the hour. Mr. CAMBRELENG said that he had heard a very dif- 
The House then passed to the orders of the day, and | ferent opinion as to the extent of the printing, expressed 
went into Committee of the Whole on sundry bills. |by a gentleman formerly chairman of the Committee on 
Having come to the bill for the the Public oe This er ‘i 
es . ‘ Mr. ISACKS, of ‘Tennessee, who made statements as 
DEFENCE OF THE FRONTIERS, to the result of inquiries formerly made in the Committee 
Mr. DUNCAN moved to strike out the word ‘‘dra-|on the Public Lands, as to the expediency of printing 
goons,” and to increase the force of the proposed mount-| these reports, the result of which had been that it would 
ed battalion into a regiment of ten companies. cost more than it was worth. 
Mr. D. made a brief statement of his object in making] The debate was here cut short (the hour of 12 having 
this motion. Ie objected to the bill as reported, because |arrived) by a motion to proceed to the orders of the day, 
it contemplated Denn} in the character of the corps, |and the House took up 
and a diminution of from six to four hundred. He was anx- mT 
ious for a more perfect organization of the corps, but was THE TARIFF SILL. 
opposed to diminishing the number of men, He had giv-| The question before the House was the motion of Mr. 
en notice when the bill passed at the last session, that he |Draxrox, of South Carolina, to recommit the bill, and 
would avail himself of the first opportunity to propose an|the amendment of Mr. Warne, of Georgia, to recommit 
increase of the corps so as to form the battalion into a re-| with instructions to reduce the revenue gradually to twen- 
giment, but he was unwilling to change it into dragoons, |ty per cent. in the year 1841, and to provide for the in- 
because he did not believe they would be as efficient in |termediate fluctuation by increasing or diminishing, a3 
service, or as acceptable to the settlers on the frontier, |might be necessary, the duties on unprotected articles. 
whom this troop was intended to defend. te would not| Mr. WAYNE said that the question had assumed a 
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different aspect from that which it possessed last week. | permanent at 25 per cent., was concurred in by yeas and 
The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Drayror] was| nays: Yeas 104, nays 72. 
confined to his apartment by severe indisposition; and it} A proviso, keeping the duty on ready-made clothing as 
was doubtful whether he would be able to resume his seat| under the law of 1828, was next concurred in without a 
during the present session. Under these circumstances, | count. 
he {Mr. W.] would not pressthe amendment which he had} The amendment striking out the 8th and 9th sections 
submitted, but would, with the consent of the House,| of the bill, including the duties on cottons, and substitat- 
withdraw it, together with that offered by the member|ing other provisions fixing the duty at 30 per cent. and 
from South Carolina. He had that gentleman’s authority | down to 20, was concurred in. 
for the withdrawal. The question was then on concurring in a duty of two 
The consent was given, and the motions were with-| cents per pound on raw cotton. Adopted in Committee 
drawn. of the Whole, on the motion of Mr. Barringer. ‘This was 
Mr. DICKSON said that the bill, considering the| decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays: Yeas 93, 
course taken in relation to it last week, had come pon| nays 77, as follows: 
the House rather by surprise. He should, therefore, be-|} YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Chilton Allan, He- 
fore they proceeded, further with the amendments, move| man Allen, Allison, Arnold, Ashley, Babcock, Banks, 
a call of the House. Barringer, Bates, Beardsley, Bethune, James Blair, 
The motion was agreed to, and the call was ordered| Briggs, John Brodhead, John C. Brodhead, Bucher, Burd, 
and taken, when 190 members having answered to their| Burges, Cahoon, Chandler, Clay, Collier, Condict, Condit, 
names, the call was suspended on the motion of Mr.| BatesCooke, Cooper, Craig, Crane, Crawford, Creighton, 
PoLK. Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, Ellsworth, Edward Everett, 
Mr. CRAWFORD said it must be manifest that, in the| Findlay, Ford, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Harper, Hiester, 
present temper of the House, and the late period of the| Hodges, Howard, Hubbard, Hughes, Ingersoll, Irvin, 
session, no effectual legislation could be had upon this} Isacks, Jenifer, A. King, Leavitt, Letcher, Lyon, Mann, 
bill; and he would therefore move to lay it on the table.| Marshall, Maxwell, McCarty, Robert McCoy, McDuffie, 
He called for the yeas and nays upon the question. McKay, McKennan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Newton, Pearce, 
Mr. BOULDIN rose, and requested that the motion for} Pendleton, Pierson, Pitcher, Potts, Reed, Root, Semmes, 
laying the bill upon the table might be withdrawn for aj Smith, Southard, Spence, Stewart, Storrs, Sutherland, 
moment, in order to allow him an opportunity of explain-| Taylor, Philemon Thomas, John Thomson, Tompkins, 
ing the course which he and some of his friends intended| Tracy, Vance, Washington, Watmough, Weeks, Wilkin, 
to pursue in relation to this great question. Wheeler, Frederick Whittlesey, Edward D. White, Wick- 
Mr. CRAWFORD consented on condition of the re-| liffe—93. 
newal of the motion. NAYS--Messrs. Alexander, Robert Allen, Anderson, 
Mr. BOULDIN said he had, with all the care in his} Angel, Archer, Barbour, Barnwell, Barstow, Bergen, 
power, drawn out a formal bill grounded upon the pro-| John Blair, Boon, Bouck, Bouldin, Cambreleng, Carson, 
position which had been laid upon the table on a former} Claiborne, Clayton, Coke, Connor, Coulter, Davenport, 
day, and upon some of the amendments which had been} Dickson, Doubleday, Draper, Horace Everett, Felder, 
submitted. It was his wish to offer a complete bill as the} Fitzgerald, Foster, Gaither, Gilmore, Gordon, Thomas H. 
tender of a fair and honorable compromise to those in-| Hall, William Hall, Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, Hogan, 
terested in manufactures. He had nothing further to say.| Horn, Ihrie, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnsou, Joseph 
He should have offered it as soon as the subject was ta-| Johnson, Kavanagh, Kerr, Lamar, Lansing, Lecompte, 
ken up, but he was aware that it would not be then in| Lewis, Mardis, Mason, William McCoy, Mcintire, Mit- 
order. He should, however, submit it as soon as it be-| chell, Newnan, Nuckolls, Patton, Plummer, Polk, Ren- 
came in order. cher, Sewall, Shepard, Shepperd, Soule, Speight, Stan- 
Mr. ARCHER inquired whether it would not be in or-| difer, Francis Thomas, Wiley Thompson, Verplanck, 
der to offer it before the other amendments of the present| Vinton, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Elisha Whittlesey, 
bill should be disposed of; and if so, he expressed a hope| Wilde, Williams, Worthington, Young—77. 
thatthe motion to lay on the table would be withdrawn} Theamendments in relation to cordage, leaving the duty 
for that purpose. at two cents on tarred, and three cents on untarred cord- 
The SPEAKER said it would not be in order until the} age after March, 1834, were agreed to. 
amendments were disposed of. The amendment which imposes on fossil salt a duty 
Mr. CRAWFORD regretted that he could not comply| amounting to one-third of the duty on other salt, com- 
with the request, and that he felt himself compelled to} ing up, 
renew the motion. Mr. JARVIS opposed the amendment as inconsistent 
The question was then taken, and the result was as} with the object of the bill, inasmuch as it goes to increase, 
follows: Yeas 84, nays 108. instead of to reduce the tariff. It would, moreover, he 
So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. contended, be of great injury to the manufacturers of 
The House then returned to the amendments to the} salt. 
bill reported from the Committee of the Whole. Mr. HOWARD supported the proposition, as the im- 
The amendment on blankets, which had been propos-| portation of the article without such a duty would be at- 
ed by Mr. Wurrz, of New York, and which graduates} tended with the worst consequences to the commercial 
the duty from thirty down to twenty per cent. (leaving it] interests of the country. 
permanent at fifteen per cent.) was concurred in by yeas} ‘The question was then taken, and the amendment was 
and nays: Yeas 114, nays 68. concurred in: Yeas 89, nays 86. 
The amendment which went to except ready-made} ‘The Housethen adjourned. 
clothing from the operation of this bill was also concur- 
red in; Yeas 100, nays 75. 
The question next came up on the amendment which - . ne? 
slide carpets, flannels, bockings, and baizes, as under LAND REPORTS. 
the law of 1832. This was concurred in without a count.| The question coming up on Mr. WicKtrrre’s resolu- 
The amendment which made the reduction upon cloths] tion, for printing the decisions of boards of commissioners 
more gradual, as originally reported, and fixed it at35 per|on land claims not hitherto printed, together with an 
cent, till March, 1835, and so down, leaving the duty|amendment proposed by Mr. Wurre, of Florida, - ex- 
Vou. 1X.-—109 
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rejecting the claims, 

Mr. CLAY stated that Mr. Warre (who was absent) 
was willing to withdraw his amendment, lest it might de- 
feat the resolution. 

The question was taken on Mr. Wurre’s amendment, 
and negatived; and, after an inquiry from Mr. WAYNE 
as to the probable expense of the work, 

The question was taken on the resolution, and decided 
by yeas and nays in the negative, as follows: Yeas 54, 
nays 65. So the resolution was rejected. 

(The proposition was introduced in the Senate the fol- 
lowing day, and passed. } 

The House having passed to the special order of the 
day, and resumed the consideration of 


THE TARIFF BILL, 


Mr. CHANDLER, of Maine, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote of Saturday on the subject of fossil salt, (on 
which the bill, as amended, imposes a duty equal to one- 
third of the duty on other salt,) 

This motion introduced, in substance, the same debate 
which has repeatedly taken place whenever this subject 
has been under consideration. 

Messrs. REED, of Massachusetts, HOWARD, and H. 
EVERETT advocated, and Messrs. JARVIS, BLAIR, of 
Tennessee, HOFFMAN, and CRAIG opposed the re- 
consideration. 

Mr. H. EVERETT said he understood the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Buiarr] to say he was opposed to 
this duty, because he was opposed to any duty on salt; 
and that, if he succeeded in rejecting the proposed duty 
on fossil salt, he should then move to strike out the duty 
on salt. Mr. E. said he thought the question now pre- 
sented was merely what were the proper relative duties 
on the two kinds of salt; that, should the gentleman suc- 
ceed in his motion to strike out the duty on salt, this on 
fossil salt would fall of course, as in terms it was pro- 
posed it should pay one-third the duty imposed on salt. 
He thought the gentleman would find himself under some 
embarrassment if the duty on fossil salt should be stricken 
out, and that on salt should be retained. He presumed 
the gentleman had no desire to exempt the one without 
exempting the other. Mr. E. thought there was much 
force in the remark of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Reep,] that this article rested on the same princi- 
ples as that of sirup of sugar. Both might be considered 
as raw materials, each requiring foreign capital and la- 
bor—the one to raise it from the mines, the other to grow 
the cane, and to reduce it to sirup. Both were intro- 



































duced in fraud of the revenue, and of the protection of 


our manufactures; and he would add, that the judg- 
ment of the House on the one might determine his vote 
on the other. 

The question was then taken, and the motion negativ- 
ed by yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 82, nays 93. 

So the House refused to reconsider. 

Mr. TAYLOR then moved to reconsider the concur- 


rence of the House in the amendment laying a duty of 


two cents a pound on raw cotton, as gentlemen from the 
South had voted against it. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved to lay the motion on the table, 
but withdrew his motion at the request of 

Mr. ISACKS, who briefly stated his reasons for voting 
against a reconsideration. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said it had been his intention not to 
have said one word on the bill; but as the question of re- 


consideration had been made, he should vote in favor of 


it. He considered two cents a pound as much too high for 
a revenue duty. 
his colleagues. 

vileges of South Carolina should be proscribed in that 
House. If the motion to reconsider should prevail, he 
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tending the resolution to decisions confirming as well as} would move a duty of fifteen per cent., putting the a. 
ticle of cotton on a footing with other subjects of reve. 
nue. He disclaimed and disdained any duty as a protec. 
tion. 


Mr. WAYNE said that he had looked into some price 


currents recently received from the South, from which 
he had found that the proposed specific duty of two cents 
a pound on raw cotton would be equivalent to an ad va. 
lorem duty on Brazilian cotton of forty or fifty per cent. 
He thought this much too high. He had voted in the 
negative on the question of concurrence, and should now 
vote in favor of the reconsideration. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said he had voted against the 


duty when proposed. He should do the same to-day, and 
should continue to do so—not, however, on the ground 
taken by any of the gentlemen who had spoken. He 
went against the duty altogether. 
general principle maintained by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, that there ought to be one uniform rate of duty, 
as far as possible. 
free trade, they ought surely to be governed, in regulat. 
ing duties, by some regard to the laws of other countries. 
So far as the bill went to take off duties, Mr. C. was in 
favor of it; but when it went to lay them on, he should 
oppose it. 
than was imposed in England. If their duty was six per 
cent., he would have ours the same. 
whether cotton had any duty imposed upon it before. On 
being reminded that it was now under a duty of three 
cents a pound, he said that he should vote to put the duty 
at fifteen per cent. 


He concurred in the 


But though they were advocates of 


He would put no higher duty on cotton here 


Mr. C. inquired 


Mr. VINTON, of Ohio, said, as he had, at all times, 


sustained the protective principle, he felt himself called 
upon to assign the reasons which induced him, yesterday, 
to vote against agreeing to the amendment. When he first 
read the bill as it was reported to the House, and saw 
the article of cotton among the list ofimports admitted free 
of duty, he regarded it as presenting a test question of the 
controversy so long waged between the planting interest 
on the one side, and the agricultural and manufacturing in- 
terests on the other. He believed, if that feature of the bill 
were retained, and should go into a law, it would settle the 
question between the North and the South in three years’ 
time, and give quiet to the country; because, in his opi- 
nion, that interest would, in that time, be forced to come 
back here, and ask that very protection it now denies to 
all others. 
tobacco, and sugar, are all protected by specific duties, 
ranging from forty to seventy per cent. 


The staple products of the South, cotton, 


The two first, 
enjoying the very highest rate of duty, have been secured 
by it in the exclusive possession of the home market these 
forty years. And yet, standing behind a breastwork so 
high and firm that nothing can get over or break through 
it, they assert that, in fact, there is no protection before 
them—that they stand out in the open air; and this is 
made the justification for hurling all manner of projec- 
tiles against every branch of industry which is, in any de- 
gree, shielded by your laws. The great body of the peo- 
ple at the South believed all this. ‘They have been told, 
over and over again, that they have no protection; that 
your Jaws plunder and rob them, to enrich other sections 
of the country out of their labor. The delusion has been 
inculcated till it has taken deep root, and spread over the 
whole South, this side of Louisiana. Now, sir, while that 
belief prevails, it is in vain to expect the people of the 
South will be contented, or cease to make war on the 1- 
dustry of the rest of the Union. All the stores of argu- 
ment have been exhausted without effect; the South still 
denies the existing duty on cotton is any protection, and, 
on that ground, peremptorily demands a surrender of the 
protection enjoyed by all others. Under such circum- 
stances, it becomes a question that can be settled in no 
other way than by trying the contested fact by a repeal 
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of the duty. A temporary repeal becomes necessary to 
the interests assailed, as a measure of self-defence, and 
they are justified in aiding the repeal on the ground of 
self-preservation. The committee which reported the 
bill proffered a trial of the contested fact, but it has been 
defeated by the amendment now under consideration, im- 
posing a specific duty of from thirty-five to forty per cent. 
as against that description of cotton which would be 
brought into the country for home manufacture—a duty 
not based upon the ad valorem principle, which the South 
is so urgent to impose on all others; but a specific duty, 
be it remembered, which will rise in value precisely as 
cotton sinks in price. He hoped the article of cotton 
would be left in the bill as it was reported, free of duty; 
and if, on subjecting it to the test of experiment, it shall 
be found the duty on cotton is of no value to the planter, 
he was free to say, for one, that fact would have much 
influence with him, and he should feel himself called upon 
to review the principles by which he had been governed 
in respect to the protective policy. He was very far from 
wishing to injure the cotton-growing interest. It was one 
of the great and leading branches of American industry: 
as such it ought to be protected, and he was willing to 
give it protection. Indeed, he would cheerfully vote an 
absolute prohibition in its fayor, and prevent so much as 
a pound of foreign cotton from ever being consumed in 
this country. But he would do that, only on condition that 
that interest would deal fairly and justly by other,interests, 
as he had no doubt it would be willing to do when the 
cotton planter should become satisfied that the protec- 
tive policy was noc a system of plunder and robbery on 
him, without any benefit to him, but that it was a shield 
as necessary to his protection as for others. Mr. V. said he 
entertained very little doubt, whatever might be said or 
pretended to the contrary, that the abolition] of the duty 
would, in a few years, sink the value of the whole cptton 
crop ten or twenty percent. The opening of the Ame- 
rican market to foreigners, by enlarging their market, 
would create, as its natural effect, a stimulus to the pro- 
duction of cotton abroad, in the same way that a protec- 
tive duty on an article manufactured at home, so adjusted 
as to bring it into fair competition with the foreign fabric, 
stimulates the domestic manufacture. It is the market, 
in both cases, which encourages production. Not only 
would the cotton of Asia, of the West Indies, of Brazil, 
and South America, generally, find its way, in the course 
of trade, into our markets, but a powerful impulse would 
be given to the growth of the cotton plant in Mexico, and 
especially in Texas, in our immediate vicinity, where, 
from all accounts, it can be produced in the greatest abun- 
dance, and at less expense than, perhaps, even in the 
valley of the Mississippi. Every one who has any ac- 
quaintance with the laws of trade, knows the superior 
value, in every country, of the home market over all 
others. A very little time will satisfy the deluded plant- 
ers of the South of the very great importance of retaining 
the exclusive possession of the home market now enjoy- 
ed by them, if that market shall be thrown open to the 
world; and it would, probably, satisfy them too of what 
he believed to be true, that no section of the Union de- 
rived so much benefit from the protective policy as the 
South. It has built up, at home, the greatest cotton 
market in the world except one, and that market is, 
every year, growing in importance. It has built up the 
sugar cultivation in Louisiana and Florida: that interest, 
of itself, is of almost incalculable value and magnitude. 
The sugar production has diverted into that channel a 
large amount of capital and slave labor, which would 
otherwise have gone to swell the over-production of cot- 


from North Carolina, a few days ago, stated a very import- 
ant and imposing fact on this subject. He said it was 
the opinion of those at the South, well qualified to judge 
of it, that the cultivation of sugar had added fifty dollars 
to the value of every slave in the country. The same 
gentleman estimated the value of all the slave population 
at four hundred and thirty millions of dollars, being an 
nee of two hundred dollars per head for the whole, 
It will thus be seen that the increased value given by the 
sugar cultivation to all the slaves in the country is several 
millions over one hundred millions of dollars; and is one- 
third, or thirty-three and one-third per cent. added to the 
one hundred and fifty dollars which would otherwise be 
the average value of each slave throughout the Union. 
He would ask if the protective policy beyond the imme- 
diate neighborhood of the manufacturing villages and 
towns had caused a similar increase of the price of pro- 
perty in the other division of the Union. Had it, in New 
England, New York, Pennsylvania, or Ohio, increased the 
price of land, or the products of labor, in a correspond- 
ing degree? He was sure it had not. 

Mr. VY. said he would act on the principle of protect- 
ing those who admitted they had protection, and wished 
its continuance; but as for those who denied they had any 
protection, and asserted they ‘‘disdained” it, and wanted 
none, he would take them at their word, and withdraw 
it from them. If, for example, they who represent the 
iron interest, should rise up here, and declare the protec- 
tion was of no value to them, and make that a plea for 
assailing and pulling down other interests, after argu- 
ment and expostulation were exhausted, he would take 
the protection away, and put the truth of the assertion to 
the trial. Such was, unfortunately, the state of the case 
with the cotton interest; and since they who represent 
that interest tell us they ‘*despise” protection, and the 
offer has been made in this bill to give it up, he would 
help them to throw down their fences, and let all man- 
ner of trespassing animals into their fair fields; and when 
they shall come back again, as he had no doubt they will, 
he would assist to build them up again so high and so 
strong that nothing could break over them; provided they 
will consent to do it on the great principle of reciprocal 
justice, ‘*live and let live.” He had but one word more 
to say. If gentlemen, as they profess, desire to raise re- 
venue from cotton, he could put them in the way of doing 
it; when it should be in order, he would move to fix the 
duty at five per cent., that being the rate at which the 
woollens and blankets worn by the slaves had been put 
by the act of the last session; and then we should get 
revenue from the duty. There was a fitness in adjusting 
the duty on the products of slave labor tothe rate of duty 
paid on the imported articles used by slaves. 

Mr. BARRINGER, of North Carolina, said that he had 
moved to put this duty at two cents a pound, not exclu- 
sively on the principle of protection, but equally on the 
principle of revenue. It was true that as this was a raw 
material, if it was not produced in this country, it might 
be good policy to admit it free, in order to aid our own 
manufaeturers, and to cheapen the fabric of the consumer. 
But cotton was raised in this country, and every body 
knew the duty upon it was in a great degree nominal. 
Little or no cotton was imported, as the domestic supply 
exceeded fourfold the demand of the home market. The 
principle was true, in general, that wherever supply was 
equal to demand, and especially where it exceeded it, 
duties, however great, did not increase the price. Ame- 
rican cotton now regulated the cotton market in every 
part of the world. The prices at Liverpool, Havre, &c. 
were regulated by our product. Of the whole amount 
ton, and depress its price, both at home and abroad. of cotton made and consumed in the werld, the American 

The demand for slave labor to carry on the sugar cul-| amounted to two-thirds, or perhaps three-fourths. Un- 
tivation has greatly increased the price of all the slaves/der these circumstances, it would and must regulate the 
in the country. It will be recollected thata gentleman|price. A duty upon it operated nominally only. It did 
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not increase the price of the raw material to the Ameri-|a manner calculated to deceive rather than to serve the 
can manufacturer. The only effect was, that if we should] consumer. No part of the produce of the United States 
be excluded from the great cotton market of the world, | enters into their composition. They are the work of fo- 
we should still have a monopoly for our own cotton, just| reign hands ona foreign material. Yet are they thrown 
as the manufacturer had for the manufactured article.|into this country in such abundance as to threaten the 
Whatever gave a monopoly to one, would give the same] exclusion of its more useful and substantial manufactures. 
monopoly to the other. And the only cause that could| They injuriously affect the industry, not only of the ma- 
do this was a war with England. In that case, the pro-| nufacturing, but of the agricultural States, and they cause 
tection of the raw and of the manufactured article would|a continual drain of specie. The prohibiting their im. 
be mutually beneficial to manufacturer and producer. portation, except for exportation, would, we apprehend, 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinrox] was correct; be attended with salutary effects upon the cultivators and 
in his deduction that this duty was a protection. It was} manufacturers of the staple of the South.” 
about the ordinary standard of a revenue duty, viz. twen-| In the report of the Committees on Commerce and Ma. 
ty percent. Besides, he would like to know on which] nufactures, at the sami¢ session of Congress at which this 
of the principles ordinarily advocated by that gentleman] duty was laid, it was expressly stated that it would be 
he would desire to exclude cotton from a protective duty, | one of the beneficial results of fostering the cotton manu- 
for the purpose of producing an importation of the article | facture in this country, that it would increase the con- 
from the East Indies. He called upon the gentleman to}sumption for American cotton. Nothing is therefore more 
show that he was not actuated by any personal hostility | certain than that, at the period when the protecting duty 
or enmity toward those whose misfortune he might say it] was laid, it was intended, as one object, to shut out India 
was to live in the Southern States. According to no sys-| cotton, in the form of the fabric; and the reasons of poli- 
tem of morals that he ever heard of, would the conduct of| cy which connected the two objects then, exist now. 
others, however wrong it might be, afford justification to} But I have other reasons for not disturbing this duty on 
him in abandoning his own principles. ‘The gentleman’s/cotton. Its history entitles it to respect. It is a curious 
opposition could, so far as he perceived, be traced to no|history, and less known than it ought to be. The gen- 
principle but that of retaliation (he would not say vin-|tleman from New York, (Mr. Campretene, } thoroughly 
dictive retaliation, thoughthat, perhaps, would not be too|acquainted as he is with all these matters, had asked 
strong an expression) upon those whose course might}whether there was, by the existing laws, any duty on 
be considered as opposite to the interests of the gertle-|foreign cotton imported. I will therefore recall the 
man’s constituents. According to the doctrine of the gen-| manner in which this duty was laid, to the recollection of 
tleman from South Carolina, cotton was as fair a subject} the House. 
for a revenue duty as any other article, and a duty oftwo| The manufacture of cotton is as old as the earliest set- 
cents could not be called exorbitant. On the principles|tlements of America; not, of course, its manufacture in 
of protection, such a duty might perhaps confine the ma-| mills, and with machinery, (which is an invention of the 
nufacturers to the use of American cotton. But if the| last sixty years,) but the household manufacture. Nine- 
price of cotton should rise, this specific duty of two cents| tenths of the population of the country, not merely the 
might come to be equal to an ad valorem duty of only| poorest portion of the inhabitants, but the substantial 
ten per cent., or even less than that. Mr. B. would ap-| yeomanry, were from the first clothed in homespun. Cot- 
peal to the gentleman from Ohio to review his course, and/|ton fabrics, it is true, were much less worn then than at 
act more in consistency with his own principles. If cer-|the present day; sheetings and shirtings of that material 
tain gentlemen from the South chose, in the loftiness of} were much less used; but various articles of clothing 
their mind, to abandon all protection; if they chose to be| were made of cotton, and of cotton and woollen mixed, 
so very Magnaninious as to give up alJ, Mr. B. could not} besides its use in other parts of domestic economy. Just 
go with them. He was for putting a revenue duty on| before the adoption of the constitution, cotton mills were 
this Southern product; and if protection should be the|established in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
result, he thought his constituents entitled to it. As a|New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and perhaps in other 
Southern man, he asked it. If others abandoned it out} States. They were aided by State bounties, by the ef- 
of magnanimity, he should not. He was sent there to|forts of patriotic associations, and by duties laid by the 
take care of his constituents, not to surrender their inte-| States upon the importation of cotton fabrics. Such was 
rests. Nor did he see on what principle the gentleman/ the state of things when the constitution went into opera- 
from Ohio could resist the duty, unless on the naked| tion in 1789; there was a very extensive household manu- 
principle of retaliation. facture of cotton, and the manufacture with machinery 
Mr. E. EVERETT said he should vote against the re-| was daily increasing’. 
consideration. He should vote against reducing the duty] Now, what was done by the first revenue law passed 
on imported cotton, for the same reason that he had vot-|under the Government—the second law passed under 
ed, and should continue to vote, against reducing the|the constitution? Cotton, as a raw material, was left in 
duty onimported cotton fabrics. In fact, the same gene-| the bill, as it went through the House of Representatives, 
ral principles applied, with a great degree of similarity, | among the free articles. Though a little had been raised 
in the two cases. When the protecting duty on cotton|in some of the Southern States, it was not known as 4 
fabrics was laid, in 1816, that duty was not intended for|staple product, nor as an article of exportation. All the 
the benefit of the manufacturer alone: the interest of the| cotton used in the country, for household or other manu- 
planter was also consulted. This has been controverted | factures, (except in the immediate neighborhood of those 
on this floor; but I know it to be true. 1 do not pretend | spots where the small quantity alluded to was produced, ) 
to speak of the motives of the Southern members who|was imported from the West Indies and the Spanish 
voted for the minimum duty on cottons in 1816, (a duty| Main. As the bill passed the House of Representatives, 
avowedly asked for asa prohibitory duty, ) but I know that | this foreign raw material for clothing was allowed to be 
the manufacturers, who petitioned for that duty, urged, |imported duty free. It then cost about one-third of 4 
in favor of it, that its effect would be to shut out a fo-|dollar per pound. In the Senate, by way of amendment, 
reign material, as well as a foreign manufacture. In the{a duty of three cents per pound was laid upon foreign 
memorial of the manufacturers of cotton in Massachu-|cotton. This was done, not to encourage, but to create 
setts, in 1815, it is said that-- the culture. It was purely a speculative duty. It was 
‘‘The articles, whose prohibition we pray for, are}not asked for (as my constituents are compelled to ask 
made of very inferior materials, and are manufactured in!the continuance of duties, on the faith of which their 









































1737 


Fes. 1 


————- 
SS 


establi 
breaki 
ern pi 
Wh 
tives ' 
was su 
groun 
of pre 
gia; a 
it mig 
this ps 
of abc 
most 1 
in eve 
and fi 
South 
South 
good | 
dustry 
the p1 
on im 
some 
ration 
Thi 
manu 
Dece! 
tures, 
per p 
avery 
and t 
perit; 
agreé 
factu 
impe 
such, 
as ye 
ment 
Le 
The 
ern § 
as 17 
rican 
vesse 
that j 
have 
hope 
whe 
cotte 
sup} 
Ame 
the 
alloy 
Indi 
ings 
Just 
cott 
try. 
cons 
In 1 
pre: 
Bra 
mat 
1 
mit! 
that 
ed | 
on} 
of « 
siste 
Nor 
and 
dut 
Th 








ee ee ee) ee. ee, ee 


cy 


= 


1737 


Fes. 19, 1833.} 





establishments had been created) to keep them from 
breaking down, but it was asked for to enable the South- 
ern planters to introduce the culture of cotton. 

When the bill came back to the House of Representa- 
tives with its amendments, the amendment in question 
was supported by Mr. Burke, of South Carolina, on the 

und that ** cotton was in contemplation,” as an article 

of produce, by the planters of South Carolina and Geor- 
gia; and that ‘* if good seed could be procured, he hoped 
it might succeed.” On this hope the duty was laid. In 
this patriotic contemplation, the first Congress laid a duty 
of about ten per cent. on the raw material of some of the 
most necessary articles of clothing--a duty which was felt 
in every farm house and cottage from Maine to Virginia, 
and from the sea to the mountains—a duty asked for by 
Southern Senators and Representatives, to encourage 
Southern products. What renders more striking the 
good care which the South then took to protect her in- 
dustry, although at the expense of that of the North, in 
the present case, is, that the duties laid by the same bill 
on imported cottons were actually less than those which 
some of the States had laid under the old confede- 
ration. 

This was severely felt by the infant establishments for 
manufacturing cotton; and when General Hamilton, in 
December, 1791, made his celebrated report on manufac- 
tures, he stated that ‘*the present duty of three cents 
per pound on the foreign raw material was undoubtedly 
avery serious impediment to the manufactures of cotton,” 
and that **a repeal of it is indispensable” to their pros- 
perity. Did the South respond to this appeal? did they 
agree to remove this ‘‘ serious impediment” to the manu- 
facture ofa necessary part of the clothing of the poor? an 
impediment arising from a protecting duty, asked for as 
such, by themselves, to enable them to introduce a staple 
as yet only contemplated? I find no trace of such agree- 
ment, and the duty remained. 

Let it not be thought that this was a momentary thing. 
The cotton plant was acclimated very slowly in our South- 
ern States. Although it had been known there as early 
as 1740, or earlier, yet, in 1784, asmall quantity, of Ame- 
rican growth, which had found its way to Liverpool in a 
vessel from the United States, was seized, on the ground 
that it must have come from the Islands. In 1789, as we 

have seen, the Southern members only contemplated and 
hoped it success, as a staple product; and as late as 1794, 


when Chief Justice Jay negotiated his treaty, he inserted 
cotton with molasses, sugar, coffee, and cocoa, as articles | made from it. 
supposed to be all exclusively of colonial produce, which |experiments to make them cheaper. 
American vessels should not be permitted to carry from |are too vast to try experiments. 
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tinued willing to lay a tax of three cents per pound on 
every yard of coarse homespun cotton cloth; nay, upon 
the wicks of the candles by which the poor farmer and 
his family spun and wove this cloth, in the long winter 
evenings, in order that their plantations might whiten 
with this beautiful product. From the last named pe- 
riod, and after the skill of a New England mechanist had 
presented the South with the saw-gin, the duty was pro- 
bably for a long time of no consequence. But at the 
present prices of the cottons of other countries, it is now 
again unquestionably protective. The gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Warns] told us that he had price currents 
before him, that made a duty of two cents per pound 
amount to forty or fifty per cent. Three cents per pound 
is therefore sixty or seventy-five per cent. Thisis surely 
a protecting duty. The gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. Barrincer] says that one-third of the consump- 
tion of Europe is of cotton not raised in the United States. 
Our consumption is exclusively of our native cotton. 
Why should not one-third of our consumption be of Bra- 
zilian, Egyptian, and East India cotton? There is a 
small quantity imported and wrought up even with the 
burden of the duty, enormous as it is even on the foreign 
article. A great deal more is imported and re-exported. 
It would of course stay here and be wrought up, but for 
the duty. Sir, take off the duty, and a considerable quan- 
tity would be imported. The freight even from the East 
Indies is not much greater than from New Orleans. 

Now, it is true that some gentlemen from the South, 
on this floor, reject this duty. I would not insist upon 
their taking it against their own wishes. I would not 
proceed on what the gentleman from North Carolina calls 
vindictive motives. 1 would not take this duty from 
them, because they propose and endeavor to take our 
protecting duties from us. But if they did not want it, I 
would not force them to have it. If the South was unani- 
mous, whatever I might think of their policy, I should 
be disposed to let them have their own way. But they 
are notunanimous. Louisiana wishes the continuance of 
this duty. With that State the part of the country where 
I live carries on a commerce advantageous to us, and pro- 
fitable, I hope, to them. They take our manufactures, 
our fish, our oil. We take their sugar and their cotton. 
The interchange is mutually beneficial. We are satis- 
ified with it on both sides. We want nochange. The 
cotton is cheap enough: ten cents per pound is little 
jenough; and so is six and a quarter for the yard of cloth 
{ will not lend a hand to the trying of any 
These interests 
The annual value of the 





the United States to Europe; it not being intended to |cotton fabrics of the United States is $2,000,000 dollars, 


allow to our vessels the carrying trade between the West |a sum equal to the value of the cotton crop. 


Indies and any ports but our own. 


I wonder 


It could not, accord-/that gentlemen, who consider how cheap the various 


ingly, have been within the knowledge, either of Chief |articles manufactured are, should wish to tamper with it. 


Justice Jay or the British minister, as late as 1794, that 
cotton was an article raised for exportation in this coun- 
try. But two years later than this, I find this duty still 
considered and retained asa protecting duty on cotton. 
In 1796, a memorial was presented to the House of Re- 
presentatives, from the proprietors of a cotton mill on the 
Brandywine, praying for the repeal of the duty on the raw 
material, and the increase of the duty on cotton fabrics. 
The prayer of the petitioners was rejected by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce and Manufactures, on the grounds 
that the then existing duty on the imported fabric afford- 
ed sufficient protection, ‘‘ and that to repeal the duty 
on raw cotton imported would be to damp the growth 
of cotton in our own country.” 


The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. BarnrincEr] 
said the duty on cotton was nominal, and added nothing 
to the price. And what, I ask, does a duty of seven and 
a half cents per square yard add to the price of an article 
that sells for six anda quarter? We do not want the duty 
to add to the price of that class of fabrics. We want it to 
keep the market steady; to keep out foreign trash sold 
at auctions; to prevent great fluctuation. And it is want- 
ed for the raw material as well as for the fabric. If the 
whole South wished the duty removed on their staple, I 
would gratify them: though in three years they would 
feel the difference, to their cost. But when a large part 


\of the South ask to have it kept on, I will not agree to 
This committee con-|repeal it. 


On the contrary, if any gentleman will move 


sisted of a member from Pennsylvania, South Carolina, \to put it back to three cents, he shall have my vote. 


North Carolina, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Virginia, 
These facts show the light in which this 
duty was regarded by Southern members of Congress. 
They prove that, at least for seven years, the South con- 


and Maryland. 





Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, made some remarks, 
but what they were, or on which side, cannot be stated, 
as not one word was audible at our reporter’s table. 


Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, said that he should 
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vote against the reconsideration. He was unwilling to 
disturb the duty as it now stood, and should vote against 
any reduction of it. He did not consider that duty as 
sanctioning, by any fair inference, the policy of protec- 
tion. That policy, according to the general understand- 
ing, Was comparatively modern. It had not commenced 
till1816. But this duty on cotton was of old standing, 
and had been laid long before. If its effect should now 
be to produce protection to the raw material, he thought 


treated as well as the other States. He had heard no. 
thing said about touching the duty on tobacco; and why 
reduce it on cotton? duty on tubacco was merely 
nominal, but Mr. T. was far from asking to have it taken 
off. This, however, he would say, that if cotton must go, 
tobacco must go with it. * 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said he should vote for 
the reconsideration, and this on ay | obvious principles. 
The Committee of the Whole and the House had denied 


they of the South were entitled to it on the ground of] to the manufacturing interest a protection above 20 per 


seniority. They had aright to plead something like an 
act of limitation. 

Mr. BURD observed that the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vinton] had said, that if gentlemen from the South 
were not willing to protect themselves, he would help 
them to throw down the fence. Mr. B. would act upon 
a higher rule. He would endeavor to do as he would be 
done by. The gentleman had said, let the foreigner 
come in, and the House would see their need of protec- 
tection, and they would come and petition for it; and 
that then the gentleman would grant it to them. Mr. B. 
thought the House ought to be governed by no such mo- 
tive. However just retaliation might be towards ene- 
mies, he could not view the people of the South as enemies, 


and he was not willing to retaliate upon his brethren. If 


they were deluded, he was sorry for it, but could not help 
it. He should be pleased to sce them protected. He 
hoped their views would soon become more correct; and 
that they would view those measures as just and beneficial 
which they now erroneously believed to be grinding them 
to the dust. Mr. B. thought they were wholly mistaken; 
he did not consider them as oppressed at all. He was a 
friend to the protective system, and was decidedly in favor 
of continuing the discriminating policy. He hoped the 
House would not reconsider. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, said that, lest it might be 
thought that all the cotton-growing States were of one 
opinion as to this duty, he wished to say a few words. 
He found that the most southern State in the Union was 
in favor of the protective policy, while the most eastern 
was the advocate of free trade, while the States between 
were some of one opinion, and some of the other. For 
himself, he had always been of one and the same opinion. 
He had fought to win our liberties, and after they were 
won, he had always held that our country ought to be in- 
dependent as well as free; and that this would never be 
the case until we were able to work up the raw material 
of our own raising, and to sell in its manufactured state to 
foreigners. ‘Then the country would be not only free, 
but independent. Mr. T. had not changed his opinion: 
and he held himself bound to say in his place, speaking, 
as he did, for the State of Louisiana, that she considered 
the duty on cotton as a great thing. What would be the 
condition of the planters there if it should be taken off? 
They had the finest cotton country in the world hanging 
just above them on the Red river, and the removal of the 
duty could not but be attended with the most serious in- 
jury. He was not for letting all Texas into our market. 
Let Texas hunt out a market for herself, as Louisiana had 
todo. Letus keep the home market for ourselves. We 
ought to proceed on the same principles as every cautious 
and economical family did. They looked first after them- 
selves, and then helped their neighbors. He asked, who 
came first to the New Orleans market? The American 
merchant. Who gave the best price? The American 
merchant. He had often heard of the price declining, 
but never of its rising. By our present policy, an amount 
of eight or nine millions of dollars was secured to the 
American planter. Was this nothing? He thought it 
was something. And he hoped it would not be given up. 

If, however, any State wished herself excluded from 
this benefit, he was for granting her the privilege. He 
might be mistaken, but he hoped Louisiana would be 





cent. And it was a principle recognised as sound by the 
South, that the raw material ought not to be taxed higher 
than the manufactured article. Now he asked gentle. 
men for the same rule on cotton as they had applied to 
cotton goods. Ninety thousand bales of cheap cotton had 
been imported in one year, costing from 4 to 6 cents. 
Now let gentlemen go to the foreign market, and assess 
the price there, not here. “This East India cotton cost in 
India only 4 cents. A specific duty of 2 cents amounted 
to 50 percent. Yet manufactured cotton was to be put 
at 20 per cent., while the raw material was at 50. Was 
that the gentleman’s way of equalizing duties? Besides, 
this duty was specific. But when the manufacturer asked 
for a square yard duty, no such thing must be heard of. 
It was unjust; it was deceptive; it was defrauding the 
public. Why did not all this apply to a specific duty on 
cotton? He invited gentlemen to preserve some little 
consistency. When he looked at the planting interests, 
he found them all protected. Coal, cotton, flour, tobac- 
co; all were protected by high duties. Manufactured 
tobacco was covered by a duty of 10 cents a pound; 
flour by a duty of 50 cents the cwt.; and coal by a duty 
of 6 cents the bushel. These were the staples of the 
country; every one of them protected in the amplest 
manner. And the Southern gentlemen came forward and 
cried out loudly against the protecting policy, and even 
insisted that it was a just cause for dividing the Union. 
They had had the benefit of all these high duties, and 
now, forsooth, they despised protection. The gentleman 
from South Carolina said that he had despised this duty for 
protection. It was time this thing was understood. The 
gentleman ftom South Carolina had said that this wasa 
revenue duty. The time had now come which Mr. D. 
had long predicted. They had at length arrived at a test 
question on revenue. Mr. D. asked whether a duty was 
a revenue duty merely because it was assessed, or because 
it actually produced revenue. Which of these two senses 
was the true one? Which addressed itself to common 
sense? Mr. D. maintained that no duty was a revenue 
duty unless it produced revenue—unless it brought mo- 
ney into tke treasury. If gentlemen would look to the 
table of imports, they would find that the treasury had 
realized from this duty of three cents a pound on raw 
cotton, some three or four, or at most five thousand dol- 
lars. Yet the gentleman from South Carolina got up, and 
gravely told the House that it was a revenue duty. What 
character of revenue had it? Let not the House be de- 
ceived by names. Revenue meant money. What was it 
levied for? Why was the duty put at 20 percent.’ Would 
gentlemen call it a revenue duty because it equalized re- 
venue? They must know that a duty of 20 per cent. 
would raise revenue on some articles, but more on otliers. 
This was the doctrine of Mr. Huskisson. He had said 
that in England 15 per cent. was enough. Why? Be- 
cause in England that was protection. So was the duty 
of three cents a pound on cotton. If it should be put at 
20 per cent., it would not be with a view to enrich the 
treasury. It would be imposed for protection. Let things 
have their right names. A duty was not either more oF 
less a revenue measure, for being made equal to the duty 
on other articles. Mr. D. protested against considering 
this as a revenue duty, as being a false assumption. It was 
no revenue duty at all. 
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Mr. D. said he was willing to treat gentlemen on the 
other side of the Potomac as fairly as others, but he was 
not willing that they should have a protection of 50 per 
cent. on raw cotton, and then stand on this floor and deny 
to the North a protection over 20 per cent. on the manu- 
factured article. 

He would say to the gentleman, go on. Proceed with 
your system, till you have stopped every cotton mill in 
the country. Was it for revenue? And how would they 
raise a revenue when they had stopped all the manufac- 
tures? The position was an absurdity. He could call it 
by noother name. Mr. D. should therefore vote for the 
reconsideration, and for putting raw cotton on the same 
footing as the corresponding article. He would do this, 
and he would do no more. He protested against that 
love for British systems of revenue which seemed so power- 
fully to have smitten the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Camnnecenc.] He did not know why that House 
should always be called upon to imitate England; or what 
authority British statutes had as precedents on this side of 
the water. Let us do our own business in our own way. 
But let it ever be remembered that the protecting policy 
was a system, and must be treated as a system. It wasa 
system that would work great good if properly regulated. 
But unless it was treated as a system, it must inevitably 
fail, and fail entirely. 

Mr. WILDE here rose to explain, and reply, but owing 
to his great distance from the reporter’s seat, and the 
noise and confusion of the hall, he was only heard at in- 
tervals. He was understood to say that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had reported a bill by which cotton 
was to be free of duty. 

They had been induced to do so, because, while they 
were rapidly reducing the duties on manufactured cotton 
down to the revenue standard, they were told that to re- 
tain a high duty on the raw material would be very inju- 
rious to the manufacturers, and that, if they reduced the 
one duty, they must reduce the other. They had accord- 
ingly put cotton free of all duty, believing that the planters 
would not be exposed to any great danger from foreign 
competition. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Davis} was mistaken as to the amount of revenue pro- 
duced by the existing duty. Instead of three or four 
thousand dollars, it was over ten thousand. 

Here Mr. W. made some explanations about cotton from 
the Rio Brasos, which were not distinctly heard or under- 
stood by the reporter. With respect to the ‘* protecting 
duty” on cotton, about which so much was said, it ought 
to be remembered that when the duty of three cents 
a pound was originally laid, the price of cotton was 75 
cents a pound, and consequently the protection amount- 
ed to 4 per cent. In 1795, when the cotton gin was 
invented, cotton enjoyed little or no protection, in con- 
sequence of the long time it required to free it from the 
seed. But that mosi useful invention did more to protect 
it than all other things put together. In 1802, in a town 
in Georgia, which now shipped 100,000 bales of cotton 
annually, it was a rare thing to see a wagon load of cotton. 
Tobacco was the great staple. The omission of tobacco 
in the bill reported by the committee was accidental; and 
if any gentleman would move to make tobacco free, Mr. 
W. was understood to say that such a proposition should 
have his vote. And gentlemen would find that represen- 
tatives from the tobacco country would not oppose it. 
Mr. W. was in favor of the reconsideration. He thought 
two cents too much; and as to leaving it at three cents a 
pound, he would rather vote to take the duty off entirely. 
He should think, however, a revenue duty of 15 or 20 
per cent. quite fair. 

Mr. WAYNE remonstrated against the unnecessary con- 
sumption of time in this debate. ‘That House was trifling 
with the expectations of the people, in thus discussing a 
bill which, it must be obvious to all, could not be put in 


any shape to ensure its passage. Under this persuasion, 
he had said nothing yesterday, but had silently voted 
against the imposition of this two cent duty. He consi- 
dered it as entirely too high, and was not willing to ex- 
pose himself to the reproach of voting a high protecting 
duty on his own ite, while he was opposing the doc- 
trine of protection generally. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Davis] had, he thought, treated them 
with perfect fairness, save in one particular. It was the 
desire of South Carolina that no product of the South 
should be shielded from competition, except by a reve- 
nue duty; and if the gentleman from Massachusetts would 
look at the price of foreign cotton, he would perceive 
that a duty might be imposed which would in fact pro- 
duce nothing to the treasury, and yet might be a revenue 
duty. If a duty was put at the same rate with other du- 
ties imposed for revenue, it would not follow that it was 
a protective duty, even though it might produce no reve- 
nue at all. What was the actual fact? Let a duty of one 
cent, or a cent and a half, be imposed on foreign cotton. 
That upon the prices abroad would not be more than 25 
per cent. Mr. W. was told that the foreign material 
might be brought to this country at a freight of one cent 
a pound. How then could the duty be a protection? 

Ile heard the gentleman say that the cotton that came 
in would be a poorer article. That was very true; but 
its being a poorer article would not prevent the manufac- 
turer from making it up into the same goods as now came 
into the country made from this very cotton, and sold 
well in the market. He was aware that the object of the 
manufacturers was to keep the trade as it now stood, and 
to prevent fluctuations in the market. Mr. W. did not 
say that a very large amount of foreign wool would come 
in; yet as the country made, at present, but very little 
cotton goods, but of coarse cotton, the importation would 
increase the manufactures of that description. The ma- 
nufacturing interest wanted to keep things as they were. 
But he begged them to allow the South to be consistent 
if it chose to be so. She asked a reduction of the pro- 
tection now enjoyed. And while he heard some gentle- 
men say that they were out of their senses, in wishing to 
take off the duty, he maintained that it was quite as great 
madness for the manufacturers to impose on the South a 
heavy protecting duty on their own raw material. One 
gentleman had told the House that the South was not 
united in this wish—that Louisiana was for retaining the 
duty. He knew this. He expected it; as of course Lou- 
isiana was not united with the South Atlantic States on 
any point. Her representatives dare not give up this 
duty,-lest they should commit themselves to do the same 
thing with respect to sugar. The venerable gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. Tuomas} had said that there was 
a vast cotton country above them just going to be opened. 
Very true. And that was precisely the reason why the 
duty should be put low. That country would and must 
come into the cotton markets, and the price of cotton 
would range from 6 to 9 cents. 

The cotton interest looked ahead; they saw their fate; 
they were willing to meet it. But they hoped that the 
reduction of the protective system would prove an equi- 
valent. 

Mr. BURD, of Pennsylvania, said he was opposed to 
the reconsideration of the vote, and to the reduction of 
the duty on cotton. The old rule ought to be practised 
and observed, of ‘‘do unto others as you would wish 
others should do unto you.” I do not practise upon the 
system of morals suggested by the gentlemen across the 
way. It may be just to retaliate on an enemy; but it is 
always good policy to place your adversary in the wrong, 
enemy or not. The inhabitants of the Southern States I 
consider as brethren, not asenemies. If they differ from 
us, I am willing to concede that they think they are right. 
We conceive they are under a delusion, and that a few 
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years will convince them that they are. For one I shall 
never abandon the policy of protecting the domestic in- 
dustry of the country. The South have been foremost in 
the policy, and have found and now experience the bene- 
ficial effects of it. I contend for the duty, not caring 
whether the Southern planter requires it or not, but as a 
part of a great system which has in a great measure made 
us independent of foreign manufactures, and which will, 
if persisted in, render us entirely so. To abandon the 
discriminating principle in protecting our own industry, 
would, in my humble opinion, be wretched policy, and 
what, for one, I never will agree to. I therefore shall 
vote against the reconsideration. 

After some explanation between Messrs. WAYNE and 
DAVIS, as to personal consistency, Mr. W. again remon- 
strated against wasting time upon this bill: every body 
knew it could not pass; and he hoped the House would 
hasten through the amendments, that another bill might 
be introduced that should bring harmony and healing on 
its wings. 

Mr. DAVIS explained, in reply to Mr. Wixpr, as to 
the amount of revenue arising from the three cent duty. 
The actual amount of money received from it at the trea- 
sury, as appeared by the official returns, was $541. 

Before any question was taken, a motion for adjourn- 
ment prevailed. 

































Wepwespay, Fesrvarr 20. 
SETTLERS ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to extend the provisions of the act 
of the 3d of March, 1807, entitled “‘ An act to prevent 
settlements being made on lands ceded to the United 
States, until authorized by law;” which bill having been 
twice read, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE handed to the Chair a letter from 
the Secretary of War, showing the necessity of this bill, 
to guard against a project on foot for organizing a com- 
pany at Rock island, to take possession of the lead mines 
west of the Mississippi, upon which the law for the re- 
moval of intruders, in its;present form, would not operate. 
The object of this bill was merely to extend the autho- 
rity of the United States over its unappropriated land, 
wherever situated. Mr. W., foreseeing no objection to 
the bill, asked that it be now ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

Mr. DUNCAN regretted to have been obliged to differ 
with the majority of the Committee on the Public Lands 
who had reported this bill. It did not, in his opinion, meet 
the views of the Government, and must fall short of the 
expectations of its friends in the committee. He object- 
ed to reviving a law which had remained near forty years 
a dead letter on the statute books; an act which had ne- 
ver, and could never be enforced. Public opinion had 
long since fixed the seal of reprobation upon any attempt 
to punish individuals for settling or trespassing, as it is call- 
ed, upon the public lands. Suits'had often been brought 
under this act, and the result had universally been, that 
the Government paid the cost. He was in favor of ex- 
tending the power to the President to lease the mines 
west of the Mississippi on the same terms that those east 
of that river are now leased. Such a policy would receive 
the sanction of the people; would produce a large reve- 
nue; and be the means of preserving the timber, and of 
husbanding all the resources of the country. 

He was opposed to the bill on account of the impossi- 
bility of enforcing it, the principles it contained, and the 
vexation and violence which he thought would certainly 
ensue if an attempt should be made to enforce it, under 
the policy now pursued in relation to the mines east of 
the river. He said it was in the power of the Govern- 
ment agent to protect the timber and mines from waste; 


Settlers on Public Lands. 


pediency of legislatin 
question of the execution of the law to those on whom it 
would devolve. 


of the House, he 
ment in favor of its provisions, which seemed to meet with 
the general approbation of the members. Justice to the 
new States demands its passage; and so sensible are all par. 
ties of the equity of its provisions, that no one, from what- 
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and when that country is offered for sale, which must 
soon be done, it would command a high price, after hay. 
ing paid, in rents received from the mines, largely more 
than the original cost of the whole country. He was not 
very favorable to the leasing system; it would be much 
better to sell these mines as soon as possible; and the 
Committze on the Public Lands agreed with him on that 
subject, and had reported a bill for selling all the mineral 
lands east of the Mississippi. But one thing is certain, 
that the enterprising citizens of that country cannot be 
kept out of this newly acquired territory; and it was a 
question now to be settled, whether we should admit 
every good citizen, or, by attempting to exclude all, only 
np those who are independent of, and will disregard 
all law. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE briefly replied, insisting on the ex. 
on the subject, and leaving the 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading. 


Mr. PLUMMER, from the Committee on the Public 


Lands, to which the subject had been referred, reported 
a bill granting to the States of Mississippi, Louisiana, Mis. 
souri, Indiana, Hlinois, and Alabama, a quantity of land 
for purposes of internal improvement. 


Mr. P. said, in — this bill to the consideration 
ad no disposition to attempt an argu- 


ever quarter of the Union he comes, whether from an old or 
new State, will, I trust, be found to raise his voice in op- 
Instead of making a formal report, it has been 
deemed advisable to make a brief verbal statement of 
facts in reply to the call made on the committee by the 
House. I am anxious to make that statement at this time, 
because of the impracticability of our being able, in con- 
sequence of the advanced period of the session, to consi- 
der the subject again, separated from, and unconnected 
with, the bill to distribute the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands among the several States according to their 
federal representative population, which has passed the 
other branch of the Legislature. 

The Committee on the Public Lands, by whose order this 
bill was reported, were instructed, by a resolution of the 
House of the 14th of December, to inquire whether any 
of the States had received donations of land from the 
General Government for the purpose of making roads, 
bridges, canals, and improving watercourses; the quan- 
tity of land received by each State; and into the expedi- 
ency of granting to such of the new States as have re- 
ceived no portion of the public domain for such purposes, 
a quantity of land equal to that granted to the other States, 
to be applied to objects of internal improvement within 
their respective limits. I find, on examination, that there 
has heen granted by the General Government to the State 
of Ohio, nine hundred and twenty-two thousand nine hun- 
dred and thirty-seven acres; to the State of Indiana, three 
hundred and eighty-four thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-eight acres; to the State of Ulinois, four hundred 
and eighty thousand acres; and to the State of Alabama, 
four hundred thousand acres of land, for the purposes of 
internal improvement, viz. making roads, bridges, canals, 
and improving navigable streams within the limits of those 
States. No grants of land have ever been made for the 
purposes of internal improvement, to the States of Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, or Missouri. These are all the new 
States in which the General Government has exercised 
ownership over the waste and unappropriated lands 
within their respective limits. Without entering into any 
argument in favor of a system of internal improvement, 
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either by the States or the General Government; anc | portion of its banks are annually overflown a distance of 


without expressing any opinion as to the propriety or po-| 
licy of making donations of land for such purposes, I 
would simply remark, that the same reasons which have | 
heretofore induced Congress to make donations of land 
for objects of internal improvement to a portion of the} 
new States still exist, and are urged in favor of making! 
grants for similar purposes to the other new States. The 
bill simply proposes the granting of five hundred thou- 
sand acres of land to each of the States of Mississippi, Lou- 
jsiana, and Missouri, and a sufficient quantity to each of 
the States of Indiana, Illinois, and Alabama, to make the 
whole quantity donated to them equal to five hundred 
thousand acres each. The lands to be located by au- 
thority of their Legislatures, in tracts not less than eighty 
acres each, on any of the unappropriated lands within 
their respective limits, subject to sale at private entry. 
The lands so located to be disposed of at a price not less 
than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, and the 
proceeds to be faithfully applied to such works of in- 
ternal improvement as are therein particularly desig- 
nated. 

I was willing that the Legislatures of the several States 
should have been left to designate the particular objects 
to which the proceeds should be applied, but a majority 
of the committee preferred that they should be designated 
in the act making the grant. The improvements of the 
navigation of watercourses, named in the bill within the 
State I have the honor of representing, would, by en- 
hancing the value of the adjacent lands belonging to the 
General Government, add to the national treasury, and 
thus benefit all of the States: the same remark is applica- 
ble to the other States named in the bill. I hoped to have 
been able to lay before the House the report of a board 
of civil engineers, who, in 1829, examined all the streams 
within the State of Mississippi named in the bill, under 
the authority of the Legislature, for the purpose of show- 
ing the practicability of making them navigable, but in 
this I have been disappointed. 

The Tombigbee river, the western branch of the Mo- 
bile waters, is a desirable portion of the northeastern part 
of the State I represent. Upwards of one hundred miles 
of this stream, within the State of Mississippi, is suscep- 
tible of being made navigable for steamboats six months | 
in the year, at an estimated expense of ten thousand dol- 
lars. The Yazoo river rises in the Chickasaw country, 
in the northern part of the State, and, after a meandering | 
course of three hundred miles through the most fertile | 
lands and delightful part of the State, empties into the| 
Mississippi a little above the thirty-second degree of north 
latitude. 
dred and sixty miles from its mouth. There are some | 
obstructions to the navigation of the Yazoo, such as logs 
in the channel, and overhanging timber on the banks. It 


CT 


is estimated that the expense of removing the obstructions | 


will not exceed two thousand dollars. 


The Big Black river runs in the northern part of the | 
State, between the waters of the Tombigbee and Yazoo, | 


and empties into the Mississippi a little below the thirty- 
second degree of north latitude. The average width is 
forty yards, and the water from six to twenty-five feet 
deep in the driest season of the year. 


It has been navigated by steamboats one hun- | 


jagain. 
io : ° + . . 
The only obstruc- | and Yazoo, through the interior of the uninhabited part of 


from one to three miles from the main river. 

The river Homochitto empties into the Mississippi, and 
waters a rich and fertile part of the State; it can be made 
navigable a distance of fifty miles, five months in the year, 
at the estimated expense of four thousand dollars. 

Pearl river rises in the Choctaw country, and empties 
in the Gulf of Mexico, through Lakes Borgne and Pont- 
chartrain. It has been navigated by steamboats, in high 
water, as far up as Jackson, the seat of Government of 
the State, five hundred miles from its mouth. It is esti- 
mated that it can be made navigable, on the rise of the 
water, say six months in the year, for twenty thousand 
dollars. With the exception of a raft about forty miles 
above the head of tide water, there are no obstructions 
excepting projecting trees and timber from the banks. 

Pascagoula river is formed by the junction of Leaf and 
Chickasawhay, in the eastern part of the State, and empties 
into the Gulf of Mexico. It is navigable its whole length, 
sixty miles. Leaf and Chickasawhay can be made naviga- 
ble, the former one hundred and thirty miles, and the 
latter one hundred and sixty miles, for boats of one hun- 
dred tons, for the sum of eight thousand dollars. 

About seventy miles below the line dividing the States 
of Tennessee and Mississippi, there isa bayou or pass, 
which makes out of the Mississippi river into the water of 
the Yazoo. This pass seems to be an anomaly in nature. 
It puts out of the Mississippi immediately into a small lake 
called the Horse-shoe, from its form. The distance from 
the lake to the entrance of the pass on the opposite side 
is about eight miles. It is a remarkable fact that the cur- 
rent between the lake and the Mississippi river, during 
the portion of the summer when the river is low, runs a 
counter course from the lake to the Mississippi. After 
making its way through a rich and fertile region of coun- 
try, now in the possession of the Chickasaw and Choctaw 
tribes of Indians, for about forty miles, it unites with the 
waters of Cold Water, and the left branch of the Yazoo. 
Its average width is about thirty yards. The channel is 
of sufficient depth for steamboat navigation during the 
whole year. There is no historical account of its having 
been known to the French or Spaniards. It seems, how- 
ever, from some traditionary accounts of the Chickasaws, 
to have been known a long time to the Indian hunter. 

The first knowledge which the whites had of its con- 
necting itself through the Yazoo again with the Mississip- 
pi, or of its being navigable, was, asI have been credibly 
informed, ascertained accidentally, by a circumstance 
which I will relate. Many years agoa flat boat loaded 
with produce, descending the Mississippi river in time ef 
high water, was thrown by the current out of the main 
channel into this pass. When the commander of the beat 
discovered his mistake, it was too late to force his broad- 
horn* against the current back into the main channel. In 
consequence of the overflow of the swamp, the crew were 
unable to land and reconnoitre the country, or abandon 
their boat. As the only alternative, he concluded to float 
upon the current, and trust to Providence for a safe deli- 


|verance, under the hope that it was only an ordinary cut 


loff, which would take him back into the Mississippi river 
After noating by way of the pass, the Cold Water 


tions to steamboat navigation are logs in the channel, and| the now State of Mississippi, for hun reds of miles, they 


projecting timber from the banks. 


It is estimated that it | found themselves, to their astonishment, again floating on 


could be made navigable for steamboats six months, and|the bosom of the waters of that majestic river they had 
for keelboats nine months of the year, two hundred and | left some two or three wecks previously, and joyfully pro- 


ninety miles from its mouth, including the meanderings 
of the river, for the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. 
Steamboats have ascended, in time of high water, as high 
as fifty miles, and keelboats much higher. Flat boats 
bound to New Orleans, loaded with cotton, in high wa- 
ter, descend it annually from a distance of two hundred 
miles from its mouth. It is a sluggish stream, and a great 
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ceeded on their way to New Orleans, the place of their 
destination. 

In consequence of obstructions in the pass, it can only 
be navigated in time of high water. A Mr. Bell, a highly 
respectable and intelligent citizen of Mississippi, who re- 


* Fiat boat. 
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sides at the point where the pass saskee out of the river, 
has, during the present season, piloted several boats 
through the pass into the Yazoo, in perfect safety. The 
obstructions to the free navigation of the pass, in low 
water, consist of timber standing in the main channel, 
logs, driftwood, and in some places rafts. The whole 
expense of making the pass navigable for boats of all de- 
scriptions, is estimated ata sum not exceeding ten thou- 
sand dollars. In 1828, the Legislature of Mississippi 
authorized the Governor to employ a civil engineer to 
examine the pass, and he made a favorable report, accom- 
panied with an estimate of the expense, which Iam unable 
at this time to refer to. 

No part of the land on this stream has yet been offered 
for sale. An appropriation of money by the General Go- 
vernment, or a donation of land sufficient to make this 
pass navigable, would enhance the value of the land to ten 
times the amount of the sum appropriated. It would also 
be of incalculable benefit to the States of Missouri, Hli- 
nois, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee, who sup- 
ply the planters of Mississippi with the products of their 
soil, to be able to run their boats into the interior of the 
richest, most fertile, and densely populated part of the 
State. 

There has been much controversy upon the subject of 
the powers of Congress to make improvements in the in- 
terior of the country. Iam aware the doctrine has been 
held by a respectable portion of the politicians of the 
country, and by those with whom I have been associated 
on most of the great national questions, that, although 
they had the power to improve the seaboard, by widening 
channels, erecting breakwaters, and cleaning out harbors, 
they could not, constitutionally, make similar appropria- 
tions for the improvement of the navigable streams in the 
interior of the other States. But I trust that those who 
are the strictest in their construction of the constitution, 
will not carry their State rights doctrines so far as to deny 
the power of Congress to ‘relin quish to the new States a 
portion of the lands to which they are entitled, by virtue 
of their sovereignty, and to which they would still be en- 
titled, but for the fact of their having, by their own act, 
disclaimed all right and title thereto, and relinquished the 
same to the Gener al Government. Five-eighths of all the 
land in the State of Mi ssissippi is held and owned by the 
General Government. It is not my intention to enter into 
a discussion of the merits of the bill, but I beg leave to 
call the attention of the House to the language “of the Le- 
gislature of the State I have the honor of representing, in 
their numerous memorials to Congress on this subject. 1 
have not been favored with copies of them for presenta 








tion, nor do I find any record of their ever having been} 


presented. gislative 
documents. 

{Mr. P. here read extracts from sundry memorials of the 
Legislature of Mississippi, on the subject; after which, the 
bill was twice read, and committed. } 

DUTIES ON HARDWARI 

Mr. HORN moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing so 
much of the act of Congress, passed the 14th of July, 1852, 
entitled ‘* An act to alter and amend the several acts im- 
posing duties on imports,” as provides that certain arti- 
cles therein mentioned shall not be imported ata less rate 
of duty than would have been chargeable upon the raw 
material, constituting the chief value if imported in an un- 
manufactured state. 

The question being put, to agree to the said re 
it was ascertained that a quorum did not vote. 

A motion was then made by Mr. FITZGERALD that 
there be a call of the House; which motion was disagreed 
to: when, to ascertain the presence of a quorum, a mo- 
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tion : was ‘made by ¥ Mr. WICKLIFFE that the House a 
adjourn; which was decided in the negative: Yeas 8, 
nays 123. 

Mr. HORN said that, if the object of the resolution 
was understood, he believed that there would be no ob. 
jection to it. Believing, himself, that no bill on the ge. 
neral subject of the tariff would pass at this session, he 
knew it to be indispensable that some bill should pass in 
relation to the subject of this resolution. Without some 
such legislation, the utmost confusion must prevail in the 
collection of the revenue, and that in fact the law, as it 
now stands, cannot be executed. He understood th: it ap 
plication had been made to the Treasury Department to 
know if any construction could be there given to the rr 
which would remedy its objectionable and impractical) 
provisions, and that an answer had been returned that n no 
construction could be given to the law, but that which 
the act bears on its face. Satisfied that the framers of 
the act of July last never intended it to have the opera. 
tion to increase the existing duties three or fourfold, 
it does, he hoped the resolution would be agreed to wit) 
out opposition. 

Mr. DEARBORN confirmed, in substance, ihe state. 
ment of Mr. Honn. He was himself satisfied that the 
provision of law, referred to in this resolution, was not 
only onerous in itself, but could not be executed. He 
presented to the House a letter from the Comptroller o! 
the Treasury on the subject, sustaining his views of the 
necessity of an immediate amendment of the act of July 
14, 1832, which was read at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG spoke to the same effect. He 
instanced the case of a common utensil, a frying pan, for 
example, the parts of which were composed of iron, of 
different descriptions, paying different duties, and paying 
those duties by weight. 


Under the act which was to go 
into operation on the 4th of next month, every package 
of such goods must be opened, weighed, valued, 
such a manner as to defy the ingenuity of all the collec: 
tors in the country to carry it into effect. Even if a ge- 
neral tariff bill should pass at this session, (as he hoped it 
would, ) a special act would be necessary to remedy this 
difficulty, before the law of July could go into operat 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said, if the amendment suggest 
was necessary, he desired to see it made ina proper man- 
ner. Let it be done by way of amendment to the gen 
ral tariff bill. With this view he moved to lay the r¢ 
tion on the table. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that, if ‘a tariff bill passed, 
would not go into operation before September next, and 
jthe existing law, which is to take effect on the 4th of 
March, would, if not amended, produce a sad state of 
things. 

The motion to lay the resolution on the table was ne- 
gatived: Yeas 44, nays 108. 

Aftera few further observations from Mr. DEARBORN 
an ; Mr. STEWART, 
rhe previous question was demanded by Mr. SPEIGHT, 
sustained by the House, and carried, and the resolution 
| was agreed to without a division. 

‘The hour of one having arrived, the House 
ito the orders of the day, and took up 
THE TARIFF BILL. 

The question pending was on the reconsideration 0! 
the duty of two cents a pound on raw cotton. 

Mr. SPEIGHT, of North Carolina, was oppos d to the 
reconsideration. He was not an advocate for the duty on 
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pr c ed 


tion system, internal improvements, and all, on principle. 
Inasmuch, however, as the duty had been agreed to by 
the House, he was opposed to reconsidering it. 

Mr. BL AIR, of South Carolina, thought the 





j of the gentleman from North Carolina impugned th mo0- 


the article, because he was opposed to the whole PI tec- 
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tives of all who voted for this duty. He himself did not} session of the home market? And what is that but pro- 
consider it in the light of a protecting duty; it did not be-| tection? Does any friend of manufactures ask for any 
long to that class of duties. A duty on raw cotton had|thing more? Do not the manufacturers seek after the 
existed ever since the year 1816. He did not believe that| same thing? He would repeat what the gentleman from 
many members were aware of this fact; or that any duty| Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] yesterday said, that gentle- 
had been imposed on cotton at all. The gentleman from! men must not think to mislead us by names, and get pro- 
North Carolina professed his opposition to internal im-|tection under one appellation, and then deny the same 
provements; now I, said Mr. B., carry my opposition) thing to others by changing its name. eae 
to protection just as far as he does his to internal im-| Mr. V. said he must be permitted to say to his friend 
provements. When he wants an appropriation for Ocra-| from Massachusetts, [Mr. Evenetrt,] that he was a better 
coke, or any other place in his district, his principle is}and mceker man than himself. He [Mr. V.] would not 
not heard of. consent to hold up the shield of protection to those who 
Mr. SPEIGHT disclaimed any intentionto impugn the) persisted in dealing out blows upon his constituents, He 
motives of any one on this question, and he was surprised) had heard that gentleman on other occasions describe to 
to hear such a thing imputed to him; nothing was further! this House, with great effect, what the protective policy 
from his thoughts. The gentleman talked about appro-| had done; the towns and villages it had call-d into being; 
priations for internal improvements. Mr. S. said he was} the thousands of looms and spindles it had put in motion; 
against all such appropriations, whatever the gentleman) the millions of capital it had invited into investment, giv- 
might say to the contrary. ing bread and employment to thousands of people. His 
Mr. WICKLIFFE now renewed the motion to lay the| heart had sickened within him at the recital of these 
motion for reconsideration on the table. He had been sorry things, which ought to excite no other emotion than pride 
ever since he withdrew it. in an American bosom. He must be permitted to say to 
The question on laying the motion was lost: Yeas 72,}the gentleman that the signs of the times admonish us that 
nays 105. the day is not far off when they who will not consent to 
Mr. VINTON said he had endeavored last evening, | save themselves will find the magnanimity of others will 
without success, to obtain the floor to say something in| failthem. He [Mr. V.] denied that he acted on the prin- 
reply to some remarks made by the gentleman from ciple of retaliation. He said, if a blow was given him, 
North Carolina, (Mr. Barnixeerr, } having allusion to him-} and he struck back again, he called that self-defence; and 
self. Mr. V. said he wholly disclaimed being influenced) if the return blow was a little the hardest, he did not 
by any such feelings towards the interests of the South,| know that he should give himself much trouble about 
or those who represented its interests here, as the gentle-| that. He stood there to protect his constituents; and if 
man seemed to imagine might be the case. He [Mr. V.]| their interests were unreasonably and unjustly assailed by 
did not wish to inflict injury on the industry of the South;| any other interest, he would expostulate and reason the 
very far from it; he was glad to sce it prosperous. He} case with the assailants, as had been done with the oppo- 
had yesterday stated the cotton cultivation ought to be| nents of domestic industry. When reason and expostula- 
protected, and that le was willing to grant in its favor a! tion failed, he would, in the last resort, lay them by the 
prohibition of all foreign cotton. But what he stated was, | heels who attempted to lay his constituents by the heels. 
that he would do it only on terms of reciprocal justice to] He wholly disclaimed all retaliation and vindictive feelings; 
other interests: that he would not consent that cotton} but he should vote to make cotton free of duty, in sor- 
should enjoy a duty which, in fact, was a prohibition, and| row and sadness, such as he should feel on administering 
at the same time deny it had any protection, and make that| calomel to a bilious patient, with the hope it would in 
denial its justification for assailing and pulling down all/ time restore him to health. For, until the delusion now 
other branches of home industry. The preservation of| prevalent at the South, that it experiences nothing but 
the interests assailed required that denial should be put| injury from the protective policy, is removed, the coun- 
to the test, until the denial and the hostility of the cotton|try will be agitated, and no branch of industry dependent 
interest were withdrawn. The gentleman from North|upon that protection can enjoy a moment’s safety ‘or 
Carolina had complained of him (Mr. V.]as though he was} repose. 
the author of the proposition to admit cotton duty fi ec. | Mr. BARRINGER admitted that, though the proposed 
He must beg leave to remind the gentleman, he [Mr. V.}| duty on cotton was laid for revenue, it might operate in- 
had not introduced the proposition; it was in the bill as|cidentally as protection. 
reported by the Committee of Ways and Means—-a free | Mr. H. EVERETT said that, having yesterday, with only 
trade committee. Let the gentleman put the saddle on|two or three of his tariff friends, voted against the amend- 
aright, and quarrel with his friends for bringing the pro-| ment, he desired to state the reason of that vote, and of 
position here, and not with him for helping them to exe-|the one he should now give. His individual opinion 
cute their wishes. was then, and he had not changed it, that the duty pro- 
The gentleman had taxed him [Mr. V.] with inconsis-| posed was not only a protection, but a valuable, if nota 
tency. He had given a reason for his course satisfactory | necessary protection to the cotton planters. The gentle- 
to himself. But if the gentleman is fond of consistency,|man from North Carolina [Mr. Banrinerr] seemed to 
he W ill find abundant matter for contemplation by direct-| take it for granted that it was only a revenue duty—a du- 
ing his attention home to himself. He is a free trade ad- ty of twenty per cent, Itis true that, on cotton costing 
vocate; is for bringing every thing down to a revenue|ten cents per pound, it was only a duty of twenty per 
standard: he lays duties only to raise money for revenue, |cent.; but on the foreign cotton, which would come in 
wid not for protection; is against specific, and for ad va-| competition with the upland, costing four cents, it is a du- 
lorem duties, and votes for duties of that character, and |ty of fifty per cent. This was in fact prohibition on this 
at the lowest rate on all manufactured articles. And yet|article, not a revenue duty. Though his private opinion 
the gentleman moves to strike the article of cotton out} was that this was a protection important to the interests 
from the free list of imports, and to substitute a specific| of the South, yet he found it was in opposition to that of 
duty, which is now admitted to be equal to fifty per cent. | the cotton planters in general. ‘They.were very ably rep- 
And this he calls a fair revenue duty. Will the gentle-| resented in the Committee of Ways and Means, by a gen- 
man lay his hand on his heart, and say he intends by this|tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Witpr.] ‘That gentleman 
proposition to raise a dollar of revenue, or that he be-|had concurred in the bill making raw cotton duty free. 
“Ves it will have th it effect? Is not his whole a id sole | Vhe votes of the South, in Commit ee of the Whole and 
byect to secure to the cotton grower the exclusive pos-}in the House, were, with few exceptions, against the 
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amendment. Under these circumstances, he felt himself] Mexico, Brazil, the Indies, and other cotton-growing coun- ton tc 
justified in yielding his own opinion to the better judg-|tries, it will be impossible to maintain the competition than I 
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ment of those mure immediately interested. Should the| without greatly depressing Southern labor; and we have It was 
manufacturers of cotton of the North, with the same una-| been told that considerable quantities of low-priced cot. they I 
nimity, oppose protecting duties on their manufactures, |ton are, in fact, now imported into this country, paying this d 
would they be imposed, and by Southern votes? a duty of three cents a pound, equal to 75 or 80 per eyes t 
Mr.CLAY, of Alabama, said he had originally voted with |cent.; take off this duty, and we are told our factories manu 
the Southern gentlemen against this duty. Had the bill | will be supplied with the cheap cotton of South America, ton, \ 
simply remained a revenue bill, he would not have ob-| Mr. S. said he believed these opinions were well found. cotto! 
jected if cotton had been made free. But the bill had|ed, and he should be sorry to see it; but whose fault tleme 
been entirely changed, and a duty on this article was as|would it be? Did not Southern gentlemen bring this de. must 
proper as on —y other. As cotton could be brought in-|struction on their own bres Was it not the effect of withd 
to the country from abroad and sold at five cents a pound, |their own measures and their own principles? Undoubt- turn. 
he was willing to have a duty of fifteen per cent. ad valo-|edly: and the people, even in the South, would soon, he the p 
rem, not as a protection, but as a continuation of a duty }trusted, cast off this delusion, and awake to a sense of cent. 
already laid in the act of 1816. He was not disposed to|their true interest. He believed the time was not distant more 
repeal the duty heretofore existing, as it was continued| when Virginia, and the whole South, would become de. This 
on other articles. To give an opportunity for voting for|cided tariff States. But another gentleman from South woul 
the ad valorem duty, he would vote for the reconsidera-|Carolina [Mr. McDurrre] tells us he wishes a duty on rate ¢ 
tion. cotton for revenue—a revenue duty! What! raise reve. ed, a 
Mr. CAMBRELENG said there was such difference | nue by the importation of foreign cotton! This was most by th 
between principles professed and determinations avowed, | extraordinary. He had all along understood that we were fix a 
on this subject, that if the debate continued much longer |reducing the tariff to get rid of revenue; that the trea. gran’ 
gentlemen would not know what side they were on. He|sury was suffering from plethora; but now we are told a@ SOt 
himself was opposed to the duty, and in favor of recon-|we want a duty on cotton, not to reduce, but to raise re- see i 
sideration. venue! But another gentleman from South Carolina that 
Some further discussion followed on the part of Messrs. |[Mr. Barr] admits that it is a protecting duty, but says, lowe 
E. EVERETT, DAVIS, of Mass., WICKLIFFE, and|this duty is of such ancient date, that it would be mon- teria 
BULLARD,; several of them referring to the general im-|strous to reduce itnow. The cotton growers have a right to in 
pression or understanding that the bill could not pass in/|to protection by prescription: and he concluded by say- the ] 
its present shape, whatever decision might take place on ling that he pleaded the statute of limitation against the try ¢ 
this particular feature of it. reduction of the duty on cotton. To this, perhaps, the T 
Mr. STEWART said that this discussion on the pro-| wool and hemp growers, and cotton manufacturers, might der, 
tection of the great cotton interest seemed to excite great |reply, that cotton had enjoyed protection long enough as fe 
uneasiness in a certain quarter. Gentlemen evinced great |that it had now acquired strength under the fostering care Y 
impatience for the question. Why this fluttering? Were|of Government, to go forth and defend itself; and thst Ang 
gentlemen’ apprehensive that the people of the South|the time had now come when other interests should ex- stow 
would discover that they too had a vital interest in the | perience similar favors. hea 
tariff, now secure under a protecting duty of 75 per cent.?| But, Mr. §. said, he had risen not so much to engage Con 
He was glad to see the war carried for once into the ene-|in this debate as to explain, in a few words, the motives of Dav 
my’s country: he rejoiced that an opportunity had been|his own vote. He should vote to reconsider. He had Eve 
afforded by this debate, of letting the Southern people | not been aware of the ad valorem amount of the duty of fin, 
see that there were two sides to this question; that they |three cents on cotton; on many descriptions of cotton i Hof 
were not less interested in the protecting system than |had been stated to be 70 or 80 per cent. Cotton, it must Ric! 
those of the North. The war had been waged in the|be remembered, is a raw material, and it was a sound Ad 
North long enough. He was glad to see it now carried | principle of political economy that the duties on the raw Mas 
south of the Potomac, where the doctrines of ‘ free|material should never exceed the duty on the manufac- Nuc 
trade” were so eloquently maintained when applied to|turedarticle. Now it is proposed to reduce the duty by Joh 
Northern labor; but when it is proposed to apply them to|this bill on cotton manufactures to 20 per cent. He B. 
the cotton and tobacco of the South, they become all at |should, therefore, vote to reduce the duty on cotton also Tay 
once the most abominable doctrines in the world. You|to 20 percent. If gentlemen would consent to give a Wa 
gore our ox, “ that alters the case,” and instead of ‘*free |higher duty on the manufactures of cotton, he would der 
trade,”’ we have just heard from gentlemen, who, yester- | vote a corresponding duty on the raw material. To put Wi 
day, denounced the tariff as an abomination, some of the |a high duty on the raw material, whether wool, iron, cot- ! 
soundest tariff arguments he had ever heard on that floor. |ton, or any thing else, and alow duty on the manufactured rin 
The gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Banninern,]|article, was making it the obvious interest of the foreigner Br 
(always opposed to the tariff,) has just told us that the \to work up the raw material, and import it in a manufac- Ba 
reduction of the duty on cotton would be giving a bounty tured condition under low duties, thus compelling our ton 
to that amount, to induce foreigners to import their cheap | people not only to pay for the raw material, but also for Fit 
cotton into our markets, to the great damage and injury |the labor and its subsistence, thereby depriving our own bai 
of the labor employed in growing cotton in our own coun- |industry of employment, and our own farmers of a home Jol 
try. True, perfectly true; and does not this argument |market for their produce. We have been told, said Mr M: 
apply with equal force when applied to wool, iron, hats, |S., that a certain description of cotton was sold in the fo- Mc 
shoes, and every thing else? If you reduce the duties on reign market for three and four cents per pound. If it cost tor 
these, do you not thereby give a bounty to the foreigner |three anda half, it might be imported for four, but it had Se 
to import cheap wool, iron, hats, &c., to the injury of|to pay three cents duty, which made it cost the manufac- St: 
those now employed in their production and manufacture |turer seven cents; this amount they, of course, were com- Tr 
here? This could not be denied: the only difference was |pelled to pay the Southern planter for similar cotton; but Ec 
that the one was produced in the South, and the other in |if this three cents were taken off, then the foreign cotton ' 
the North. The difference of mewm and tuwm. This could be bought for four cents, and the Southern planter wi 
difference of mine and yours often brought many to op- | would be compelled to sell the same for four cents instead tw 
posite conclusions. ‘Ihe gentleman has further told us, of seven, or lose the market. Thus this duty of thre« mi 
that, owing to the great difference in the price of labor in cents enabled the Southern cotton grower to sell his cot- pe 
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: ton to the American manufacturer 75 per cent. higher 
, than he could if the duty was repealed. This was obvious. 
It was too plain to admit ofdispute. Yet we are told that 
they have nointerest in the tariff policy! He was glad 
this debate had opened gentlemen’s eyes and the people’s 
eyes to the true state of the case. Was it right to tax the 
manufacturer with a duty of 75 per cent. on the raw cot- 
ton, while the producers of this cotton refuse to give the 


cotton manufacturer any protection whatever? Did gen- 
tlemen expect to get all and em nothing? No! they 
must give and take. If they will destroy our industry by 
f withdrawing protection, they must expect theirs to fall in 


turn. We are willing to do as we would be done by. If 
the protection on manufactures is to be reduced to 20 per 
cent. let cotton come down to the same. If they will give 
t more to manufacturers, he would give more to cotton. 
. This was the rule which should govern his vote. He 
1 would prefer leaving the duty on cotton open until the 
N rate of duty on manufactures of cotton was first determin- 
ed, and then the House could regulate the duty on cotton 
t by this standard. He, for one, would never consent to 
fix a higher rate of duty on the raw material than was 
E granted to the manufactured article. This he considered 
| a sound principle of legislation, and he would be glad to 
see it introduced as a permanent provision in every tariff, 
a that the manufactured article should in no case have a 
, lower rate of protection than was granted to the raw ma- 
terial. Otherwise, it was made the interest of the foreigner 
it to import the raw material in a manufactured condition, to 
y: the prejudice of the agricultural and manufacturing indus- 
try of our own country. 
e The question was then put on the motion to reconsi- 
t der, and was carried in the affirmative: Yeas 92, nays 77, 
as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Robert Allen, Anderson, 
Angel, Ashley, Babcock, Noyes Barber, Barnwell, Bar- 


X stow, Isaac C. Bates, Bell, Bouck, Bouldin, John C. Brod- 

head, Cambreleng, Chinn, Clay, Clayton, Lewis Condict, 
re Connor, Eleutheros Cooke, Coulter, Davenport, John 
of Davis, Dearborn, Dickson, Doubleday, Draper, Horace 
ad Everett, Ford, Foster, Gilmore, Gordon, Grennell, Grif- 
of fin, Thomas H. Hall, William Hall, Hawkins, Hodges, 


Hoffman, Hogan, Holland, Horn, Hughes, Ihrie, Jarvis, 
s Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Kavanagh, Kennon, 
nd Adam King, Lamar, Lansing, Lecompte, Lewis, Mardis, 
AW Mason, William McCoy, McDuffie, Mcintire, Newnan, 
uc Nuckolls, Patton, Franklin E. Plummer, Polk, Potts, 
by John Reed, Edward C. Reed, Rencher, Roane, William 
He B. Shepard, Smith, Soule, Stewart, Storrs, Sutherland, 
Iso Taylor, Wiley Thompson, Verplanck, Vinton, Ward, 
a Wardwell, Watmough, Wayne, Elisha Whittlesey, Fre- 
ld derick Whittlesey, Campbell P. White, Wickliffe, Wilde, 
yut Williams, Worthington, Young—92. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allison, Archer, Banks, Bar- 
ed ringer, Beardsley, James Blair, John Blair, Briggs, John 
ier Brodhead, Bucher, Bullard, Burd, Chandler, Claiborne, 
ac- Bates Cooke, Cooper, Corwin, Craig, Crawford, Creigh- 
yur ton, Dayan, Denny, Dewart, Edward Everett, Findlay, 
for Fitzgerald, Hiland Hall, Harper, Hiester, Howard, Hub- 
wn bard, Ingersoll, Irvin, Isacks, Jenifer, Jewett, Joseph 
me Johnson, Kendall, Henry King, Leavitt, Letcher, Lyon, 
Mir Mann, Marshall, Maxwell, McCarty, Robert McCoy, 
fc McKay, McKennan, Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Nelson, New- 
ost ton, Pearce, Pendleton, Pierson, Pitcher, Root, Russel, 
had Semmes, Sewall, Slade, Southard, Speight, Spence, 
fac- Standifer, Philemon Thomas, John Thomson, Tompkins, 
om- Tracy, Vance, Washington, Weeks, Wilkin, Wheeler, 
but Edward D. White—77. 


re’ moved to strike out this duty, and insert a duty of fifteen 
cot- per ceut. ad valorem. 
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Mr. ISACKS suggested to the mover the expediency 
of making the duty twenty per cent. 

Mr. ARNOLD also preferred twenty per cent, and made 
some remarks to show the propriety of protecting the cot- 
ton product against the importation of the foreign staple. 

The debate was now renewed, and continued for some 
time, by Messrs. MCDUFFIE, DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
TAYLOR, E. EVERETT, WICKLIFFE, CLAY, REED, 
of Massachusetts, ADAMS, BATES, of Massachusetts, 
and COKE; and, the question being taken, the motion 
to insert a duty of twenty per cent. was negatived: Yeas 
60, nays 104, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Angel, Archer, Barrin- 
ger, James Bates, Bethune, John Blair, Bouldin, Branch, 
Carr, Chinn, Claiborne, Clay, Clayton, Lewis Condict, 
Connor, Coulter, Craig, Crane, Davenport, Doubleday, 
Draper, Ellsworth, Foster, Gilmore, Gordon, Hogan, 
Horn, Isacks, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Kava- 
nagh, Lyon, Mason, William McCoy, McKay, Mitchell, 
Newnan, Patton, Pitcher, Polk, John Reed, Rencher, 
Roane, Augustine H. Shepperd, Smith, Soule, Southard, 
Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, Francis Thomas, Wiley 
Thompson, Verplanck, Ward, Wayne, Wilkin, Wick- 
liffe, Wilde, Williams—60. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Chilton Allan, 
Allison, Anderson, Arnold, Ashley, Babcock, Banks, 
Noyes Barber, Barstow, Bergen, James Blair, Bouck, 
Briggs, John Brodhead, John C. Brodhead, Bucher, Bul- 
lard, Burd, Cambreleng, Carson, Chandler, Coke, Silas 
Condit, Eleutheros Cooke, Bates Cooke, Cooper, Cor- 
win, Crawford, Creighton, Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, 
Dickson, Joshua Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Eve- 
rett, Findlay, Fitzgerald, Ford, Grennell, Griffin, Tho- 
mas H. Hall, William Hall, Hiland Hall, Harper, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hiester, Hodges, Hoffman, Howard, Hubbard, 
Hughes, Ihrie, Ingersoll, Irvin, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph 
Johnson, Kendall, John King, Henry King, Lamar, Lea- 
vitt, Lecompte, Lewis, Mann, Mardis, Marshall, McCar- 
ty, Robert McCoy, McDuffie, McIntire, McKennan, Muh- 
lenberg, Nelson, Newton, Nuckolls, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Plummer, Potts, Edward C. Reed, Root, Russel, Semmes, 
Slade, Speight, Spence, Taylor, Philemon Thomas, John 
Thomson, Tracy, Vinton, Wardwell, Washington, Wat- 
mough, Wheeler, Elisha Whittlesey, Edward D. White, 
Worthington, Young—104. 

Mr. McDUFFIE then moved, instead of the proposed 
specific duty of two cents, a duty of fifteen per cent., 
which was decided in the negative—Yeas 71, nays 87, as 
follows: 2 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Angel, Archer, 
Barnwell, James Bates, Bell, Bergen, Bethune, John 
Blair, Bouck, Bouldin, John C. Brodhead, Cambreleng, 
Chinn, Claiborne, Clay, Clayton, Coke, Lewis Condict, 
Connor, Eleutheros Cooke, Coulter, Craig, Crane, Da- 
venport, Dearborn, Doubleday, Draper, Ellsworth, Fel- 
der, Ford, Foster, Gilmore, Gordon, Griffin, Hawes, 

Holland, Horn, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph John- 
son, Lamar, Lewis, Mason, William McCoy, McDuflic, 
McIntire, McKay, Mitchell, Newnan, Nuckolls, Patton, 
Plummer, Polk, Edward C. Reed, Rencher, Roane, Wil- 
liam B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Soule, Speight, 
Sutherland, Wiley Thompson, Verplanck, Ward, Wayne, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Wickliffe, Wilde, Williams—71. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Allison, Ar- 
nold, Ashley, Babcock, Banks, Barringer, Barstow, James 
Blair, Briggs, John Brodhead, Bucher, Bullard, Burd, 
Carr, Chandler, Silas Condit, Bates Cooke, Cooper, Cor- 
win, Crawford, Creighton, Denny, Dewart, Dickson, 


- 
IS 


ton The question then, of course, recurring on concurring | Joshua Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Find- 
iter with the Committee of the Whole in the specific duty of|lay, Fitzgerald, Grennell, ‘Thomas H. Hall, William Hall, 
ead two cents a pound on raw cotton, Mr. WICKLIFFE Hiland Hall, Harper, Hawkins, Hiester, Hodges, Hoff- 


man, Howard, Hubbard, Huntington, thrie, Ingersoll, 
Irvin, lsacks, Jenifer, Kendall, John King, Henry King, 


ou 
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Leavitt, Lecompte, Lyon, Mann, Mardis, Marshall, Ro-| CLAYTON addressed the Chair on the questions which 
bert McCoy, McKennan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Newton, | arose relating to the order of business. 
Pearce, Pendleton, P*icher, Potts, John Reed, Russel,| The question on suspending the orders of the day, in 
Sewall, Slade, Smith, Southard, Spence, Standifer, Tay-| order to consider the bill from the Senate, was then taken 
lor, Philemon Thomas, John Thomson, Tracy, Vinton, | by yeas and nays—-Yeas 115, nays 63. 
Washington, Watmough, Wilkin, Wheeler, Frederick} The required vote of two-thirds of the members pre. 
Whittlesey, Edward D. White, Worthington, Young’ sent not having sustained the motion, the House refused 
—87. to suspend the rule. t 

The question then recurred on concurring with the} Mr. BELL then asked the unanimous consent of the 
Committee of the Whole in inserting a duty of two cents} House to have the bill printed. 
a pound on foreign cotton wool, and was decided in the} Objections being made, however, Mr. SPEIGHT moved 
negative: Yeas 80, nays 81, as follows: to postpone the-special order (Mr. Venrrancx’s tarifl 

YEAS-—-Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Allison, Ar-| bill) until to-morrow. ; 
nold, Ashley, Banks, Barringer, James Bates, Bethune,| Mr. WICKLIFFE opposed the motion. The mover 
James Blair, John Blair, Briggs, John Brodhead, John C. | had avowed it to be his object, in making this motion, to 
Brodhead, Bucher, Bullard, Burd, Carr, Chandler, Clai-| get at the Senate’s enforcing bill upon a motion to print 
borne, Silas Condit, Connor, Bates Cooke, Cooper, Cor-| it. The whole object of this movement was obvious. It 
win, Craig, Crawford, Creighton, Denny, Dewart, Dra-| required little penetration and little reflection to discover 
per, Joshua Evans, Edward Everett, Findlay, Ford, | that the end and object of the motion was to give a qui- 
William Hall, Hiland Hall, Harper, Hiester, Hodges, etus to the tariff bill for the residue of the session. 
Hubbard, Ingersoll, Irvin, Isacks, Jenifer, Jewett, Rich-/ Mr. SPEIGHT here interposed, and disclaimed any 
ard M. Johnson, John King, Lansing, Leavitt, Lyon, | such purpose as the gentleman imputed to him. His sole 
Mann, Marshall, Robert McCoy, McKay, McKennan, | object had been to get the Senate’s bill printed, and laid 
Muhlenberg, Nelson, Newton, Pearce, Pendleton, Pier-| on the tables of members. era 
son, Pitcher, Rencher, Russel, Augustine H. Shepperd,| Mr. WICKLIFFE said he had no objection to the print- 
Slade, Smith, Southard, Spence, Standifer, Sutherland, | ing of the bill; and what he had said had had no personal 
Philemon Thomas, John Thomson, Tracy, Ward, Wash-/| reference to the mover, but to the effect of his motion. 
ington, Watmough, Wheeler, Edward D. White--80. _| It was evidently the intention of a majority in that House 

NAYS--Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Angel, Archer, |to give the tariff bill the go-by; if the majority would 
Babcock, Noyes Barber, Barnwell, Barstow, Isaac C.|disclaim any such object, Mr. W. would withdraw all 
Bates, Bell, Bergen, Bouck, Bouldin, Cambreleng, Chinn, | opposition to the motion. But he believed that the avow- 
Clay, Clayton, Coke, Eleutheros Cooke, Coulter, Crane, | ed, the declared object of the motion was to put off the 
Davenport, John Davis, Dearborn, Dickson, Doubleday, |further discussion of the bill to reduce the tariff, and 
Ellsworth, Horace Everett, Felder, Fitzgerald, Foster, | take up the bill which had produced so much debate and 
Gilmore, Gordon, Grennell, Griffin, Thomas H. Hall, |¢xcitement elsewhere. [Inthe Senate.] Mr. W. regret- 
Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, Hogan, Holland, Horn, |ted that such a motion should have proceeded from a 
Hughes, Ihric, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Kendall, Henry | quarter of the country which, through its representative 
King, Lamar, Lecompte, Lewis, Mardis, Mason, McDuf-j|on that floor, had complained loudly of the utter inexpe- 
fie, McIntire, Mitchell, Newnan, Nuckolls, Patton, Plum-|diency, oppressiveness, and unconstitutionality of the 
mer, Polk, Potts, John Reed, Edward C. Reed, Roane, | tariff laws. Did any gentleman, could any gentleman 
Sewall, Soule, Speight, Storrs, Taylor, Wiley Thomp-| expect, that if the Senate’s bill once became the subject 
son, Verplanck, Vinton, Wardwell, Wayne, Elisha Whit- 


of discussion, the House would return to the bill now be- 
tlesey, Frederick Whittlesey, Wickliffe, Wilde, Worth-|fore it? He would appeal to gentlemen, he would ap- 


ington, Young--81. | peal to the gentleman from North Carolina, who had mac 
So the House refused to concur in the amendment im-| this motion, whether he believed, should the House get 
posing a duty of two cents a pound on cotton; and at the other billin any stage, at its first, or second, or 
The House adjourned. third reading, there could be the faintest hope that they 
siinidbinlee would reach the tariff bill again this session. The gen- 





Tuvrspay, Fenrvany 21. i\tleman might hope it, but as surely as he drew the breath 
FRONTIER DEFENCE of life he would find himself disappointed. 5 
; ; te Mr. W. said he felt deep anxiety on this subject. He 
The bill making further provision for the defence of had witnessed, not without pain, the slow progress of the 
the frontiers coming up for consideration, and the ques-| House toward the adjustment of this question for the last 
tion being on an amendment offered to it, in committee, | two or three wecks. 
by Mr. Asutey, going to create a difference of pay be-| Several voices here called to order, and the Carn ad- 
tween mounted men and foot soldiers, it was opposed|monished Mr. W. that the question being simply on a mo- 
by Mr. WATMOUGH, and Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana; tion to postpone, he must confine his remarks to that 
when, on motion of Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, (who had re-} point alone. 
ported the bill,) the bill was, for the present, laid upon | 


Mr. W. insisted that the motion involved the previous 
the table. 


course of the House in respect to the bill which it was 

REVENUE COLLECTION BILL. proposed to postpone. 3 He trusted before the Hous 
: et sould lay aside the subject before them to take up a bill 

Mr. BELL asked that the bill from the Senate, to en-| which went to throw a firebrand into the country, and to 
force the collection of the revenue, now on the Speak- |produce a state of things that must end in the excite- 


a 


er’s table, be ordered to be printed for the use of mem-| ment of lasting discord among the States uf this Union— 


bers. Mr. CAMBRELENG here called Mr. W. to order. 
Mr. WILDE objecting, and the orders of the day being} ‘The CHAIR said it was not in order to enter on th 
called, merits of a bill not before the House. 
Mr. BELL moved to suspend the orders of the day, to Mr. W. inquired whether it was not in order to slow 
allow him to make the motion he had indicated. the importance of acting on the tariff first, before taking 
Mr. LAMAR demanded the yeas and nays. up that bill. Ifthe House should determine to pass a bill 


_Mr. HUN rINGTON, Mr. ELLSWORTH, Mr. SU-|r ducing the tariff, did any man imagine that such a Dill 
THERLAND, Mr. WILDE, Mr. WAYNE, and Mr. jas that from the Senate could ever pass in that House’ 
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The CHAIR again reminded Mr. Wicxuirre that it was} Mr. WAYNE again inquired whether his mot 
not in order to advert to the character or fate of a bill not} the previous question was not in order. 
before the House. The CHAIR repeated its forme, decision. 
{Mr. ARNOLD here reminded the Cuare of a decision} Mr. IRVIN said he regretted to witness, on this occa- 
some time since, inacase which he considered strictly| sion, such feelings as had been evinced by the gentleman 
parallel, that all discussion on a motion to postpone the) from Kentucky, and he felt fully convinced that language 
orders of the day was out of order. ] of the kind the gentleman had thought fit to use, would 
{The SPEAKER understood the case to be different.] | have no operation on the course of members in that 
Mr. WICKLIFFE resumed. When interrupted, he|House. He could assure the gentleman it would have 
had been presenting reasons why the House ought not to}none upon his own. He trusted the House would act 
postpone the consideration of the bill which they had|from no excited feeling, but froma deliberate and dis- 
had so long before them. It was admitted that the bill) passionate judgment of what its duty required. 
had occupied a vast length of time, and the universal ex-| Mr. DANIEL said that he understood the motion to be 
pectation of the country was that the House would, after/to postpone the consideration of the tariff bill until to- 
so long a time, come to. some prompt, decided, (and he| morrow, without reference to any object whatever in 
would add, ) patriotic action upon that bill. To postpone) view, and that nobody must even allude to what was to 
its consideration, would be to disappoint this just expec-| follow. He should endeavor to conform to order, and 
tation. For the last five or six days the House seemed /then the field left was quite wide enough for a discussion 
to have let go its hold upon the bill; its friends had relax- |that would occupy the balance of the session. Mr. D. 
ed their grasp upon it almost entirely. Mr. W. well re-| said that he was now fully satisfied that it never had been 
membered that at a certain time after this bill had been|the intention of some gentlemen, who had professed 
made the special order of the day, a member could scarce| themselves to be very anxious to settle the tariff ques- 
get leave to offer an ordinary resolution—the cry of the|tion, that any bill should pass the House on that question. 
tariff bill was instantly raised--nothing must impede it) ile was convinced of it. It was conclusively testified: 
even for a moment; and none had been louder or more| Their conduct proved it, and no man could doubt it. 
strenuous in this cry than the gentleman from North Ca-} Here the House had been laboring under a recommenda- 
rolina, [Mr. Sezrenr.] And yet now, when the bill had! tion of the President, for weeks and weeks past, to settle 
come out of committee, and the House seemed just upon|an all-important subject, which, if left unsettled, must 
the point of coming to a vote upon ordering it to a third} jeopardize the safety of the Union; and now what did 
reading, and when the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. |they hear to-day? He heard a motion made, without any 
Bovtp1x] had apprised the House that if it should not) reason assigned, that the daily special order for the con- 
pass, he had a substitute to offer, which would, as he’ sideration of the tariff should be postponed until to-mor- 
hoped, enlist the suffrages of a majority of the House—j|row. What was to follow that motion, no mortal dare to 
now, it was proposed to give the whole subject the go-| know, nor was it in order so much as to hint atit. One 
by! Gentlemen must not think to deceive themselves or| thing, however, was certain. The object of the motion 
their constituents. If the motion should succeed, they} was to defeat the tariff bill, and to let some other busi- 
would hear nothing more of the tariff bill this session; it | ness, Which aobody must talk about, take precedence. 
would be equivalent to an indefinite postponement of it. |This was clearly the object of the motion. And why 
If it should be found, after every effort, that they could| must not the House dispose of its special order? Was 
notagree upon a bill which would give quietness andj not the tariff bill as important? Surely it was. In his 
contentment to the country, why it could not be helped. | judgment, it was the most important measure that had 
But he hoped gentlemen would come and sit with him|ever come before the American Congress; for on it might 
till the lamps expired in that hall, to try if they could not;depend the permanence, and the very existence of the 
pass some bill that would prevent consequences such as} Union. Why must it be postponed? Tie House had 
must be deeply deprecated by every patriot. He trusted, | only seven or eight business days remaining. Would gen- 
he entreated that every expedient would first be tried, |tlemen come out and say plainly that they were deter- 
every effort exhausted, to prevent what might lead to| mined to pass no tariff bill at all? That they were not 
consequences that must long be lamented by all who/ anxious to give quiet to the country? Was he so to under- 
loved their country. jstand gentlemen? It would seem so. A gentleman from 
Mr. SPEIGHT denied that it had been his wish or pur-| the Southern section of the Union now came forward and 
pose to give the tariff bill the go-by. He was of the|demanded the previous question. It was an extraordina- 
same Opinion, in respect to the necessity of passing that|ry--a most extraordinary course. What, was the gag 
bill, that he had been at the first. His opinions in re-)law to be enforced upon them so early? 
spect to the tariff had in nowise changed. He held it to| Mr. CRAIG here called Mr. Daniet to order. 
be unjust, oppressive, and unconstitutional. His whole} Mr. DANIEL. ‘To order? How am I out of order? 
conduct had been such as clearly to show that he was} Mr. CRAIG insisted that the rules of the House should 
willing to pass, a bill to reduce it. The gentleman from) be applied as rigidly to the gentleman from Kentucky as 
Kentucky [Mr. Wicxurrre] got up and talked to him) they had been to himself. 
about throwing firebrands! He had made his motion} Mr. DANIEL. Oh! thatis right; very right. But how 
with a view, simply, of giving some disposition to a bill|am I out of order? 
sent down by the Senate. However, as the motion Mr. CRAIG said that a reference to the gag law was 
seemed to create so much disturbance, he would with-|no more in order thana reference to the bill from the 
draw it; and Mr. S. withdrew it accordingly. Senate. 
Mr. IRVIN renewed the motion. Mr. DANIEL. lam much obliged to the g 
Mr. WAYNE demanded the previous question. 


ion for 









entleman, 
| = . one c 1 
much obliged, indeed. The gentlemanis very polite. I 





The CHAIR decided that the previous question would| never take any umbrage at what that gentleman says, 
not apply to a motion to postpone. ;either here or elsewhere. But I had no allusion to the 
Mr. WAYNE expressed some astonishment, but sub-| gentleman at all. 
mitted to the decision. |} Mr. WAYNE. Did the gentleman allude to me? 
Mr. IRVIN said he had renewed the motion because he; Mr. DANIEL. Yes, I did allude to you. 


was anxious that the Senate’s bill should be printed, and ir. WAYNE. Then 1 call the gentleman to order. I 
that it should be settled on what day it was to receive the} understand him to allude to the decision of the Chair 
action of the House. that my mx tion for the previc us question was not in or- 
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der; and I want to know whether it is in order for him 
to allude to it in a manner calculated to misrepresent me 
to the public. 

The CHAIR said that personal allusions were not in 
order. 

Mr. DANIEL said he had no desire to be out of order; 
it was not his purpose. He meant to keep himself in or- 
der, and he should try to doso. He was an orderly man. 
But he thought it was an extraordinary attempt to stifle 
investigation on a subject so important as this. He meant 
to pursue the rules of order rigidly. The field was wide 
enough. He hada right to discuss the motion to post- 
pone, and he had a right to complain of any gentleman 
who pretended to be in favor of reducing the tariff, and 
yet attempted to stifle investigation. 

The CHAIR here called Mr. Danret to order. 

Mr. DANIEL. What! Cannot I apologize? Well! 
if I cannot apologize, I do not know how Iam to keep 
myself in order. 

Mr. WAYNE here rose to explain, when 

Mr. DANIEL called him to order. He insisted that the 
delay of the tariff bill was justly chargeable to those who, 
while they professed to be anxious to settle the tariff 
question, never had in fact desired any such thing. That 
was not the gentlemen’s object. They had a far higher 
object in view; they were engaged in President making: 
and to that end it was necessary to hang up this tariff bill, 
and keep the subject still unsettled before the people. 
The edict had gone forth. A gentleman was in another 
part of that hall, who had expressly proclaimed that the 
question should not be settled because his President was 
not elected. 

The CHAIR here called Mr. Dayyxet to order. It 
was not in order to refer to any thing that passed in the 
Senate. 

Mr. DANIEL said he had not uttered a word about the 
Senate. He had spoken of a gentleman in that hall: he 
had said nothing about the Senate. If the bill was to 
be defeated, let the responsibility rest where it ought to 
rest, on the shoulders of those who were endeavoring to 
prevent its passage, while they professed to be its friends 
—who were doing all they could to put the country into 
eivil war. 

Mr. FOSTER remonstrated against the consumption of 
precious time. He understood the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Inyrx] was ready to withdraw his motion to post- 
pone, if gentlemen would withdraw their opposition to 
the printing of the Senate’s bill. He conjured gentle- 
men to put an end to this debate: let the order for the 
printing be passed, and then let the House return to the 
consideration of the tariff. He concluded by asking the 
unanimous consent of the House to move for the printing 
of the bill from the Senate. 

Mr. ARNOLD objected. 

Mr. IRVIN withdrew his motion to postpone. 

Mr. FOSTER again asked consent to make his motion. 

Mr. ARNOLD again objected. 

Mr. FOSTER then moved to suspend the rule. 

Mr. ARNOLD demanded the yeas and nays on sus- 
pending. 

The House refused to order them. 

The question being thereupon put, the rule was sus- 
pended. 
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to move successively to postpone the remaining orders 
before the House until they arrived at the Senate’s bill, 

Mr. DICKSON now moved to postpone the special or- 
der of the day (Mr. Verrrancr’s bill) till to-morrow, for 
the purpose of disposing of the bill from the Senate, to 
enforce the collection of the revenue. 

Mr. WAYNE moved to lay that motion on the table. 

The CHAIR pronounced Mr. Warne’s motion not to 
be in order. 

Mr. DICKSON demanded the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion he had made, and they were ordered by the House. 

Mr. CLAY suggested that to-morrow had been set 
apart for business relating to the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG opposed the motion of Mr. Dicx. 
son, and hoped that the gentleman from Kentucky [\r. 
Wicxuirre} would carry out the zeal which he had ma. 
nifested for having the tariff question settled first. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said that, unless the House fixe) 
upon some day of the six business days left them for the 
consideration of the Senate’s bill, it could not come up at 
all. To refuse to fix a day to consider it, would be equiva. 
lent to declaring that they would not consider it at al}. 
He hoped a majority of the House would proceed to post- 
pone every bill until that bill should be reached. 

Mr. BELL suggested that the Senate bill would be dis. 
posed of to-morrow at any rate. It could not surely be 
very important to dispose of it to-day in preference. 
He therefore hoped that the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Dickson] would consent to withdraw his motion, 
and suffer the House to manifest its will on the bill now 
before it. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH said the gentleman was mistaken 
in supposing that the Senate bill would be reached to- 
morrow. There were bills enough before it to occupy 
the mornings of four or five days. Why not give the bill 
some disposition now? 

{Mr. BOULDIN here made some observations, which 
are necessarily deferred. ]} 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Georgia, said that he did not in- 
tend to detain the House, but his feelings were such at 
this moment as constrained him to ask the House to pause. 
The proposition was to postpone the special order—till 
when? It was said, until to-morrow; but should the mo- 
tion prevail, the postponement would be to the end of the 
session. Could any gentleman believe otherwise? The 
gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Ertsworra] had re- 
monstrated against wasting the little time now remaining. 
If he was not mistaken, that gentleman himself had done 


lat least his share towards consuming the time of the 





House. He knew that it was not in order to advert to 
the bill intended to be gotten up by this motion, but he 
was certainly permitted to suppose what would be the con- 
sequence of postponing. Could gentlemen persuade them- 
selves that the American people would not feel disap- 
pointed? Had not their voice called upon Congress final- 
ly to adjust this long vexed question? Should the motion 
prevail, it would be immediately followed by another, for 
taking up a subject of a different complexion. The Sout! 
had long been petitioning Congress to be relieved from 
the burdens under which they were groaning. What 
must be the consequence, should Congress lay aside the 
bill for their relief, and take up a bill, the declared object 
of which was to enforce submission? When they asked 


Mr. FOSTER now moved that the bill from the Senate, | for bread, to give them a stone, when they asked for a 
to enforce the exeeution of the revenue laws, be printed. | fish, to give them a serpent, he implored the House, in 


Mr. ARNOLD said, if the House intended to act on 
the Senate’s bill at all, it must be manifest to all that 


it was necessary to make some disposition of it without) such a deed. 


delay. 


| 
} 


the name of God, and of his country, and by all the con- 
sequences which were suspended on its action, not to do 
He would go down to its feet, and huinbie 
himself in the dust, if he could but prevail, if he could 


The CHAIR said that no such motion could be in order] but induce them to have mercy upon our common coun- 


at present. 


try. There wasa point beyond which human forbear- 


Mr. ELLSWORTH suggested that the best course} ance would not extend; a point where reason would yield 


would be to take a question on printing the bill, and then] to the dictates of deep and uncontrollable feeling. 
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Mr. BELL said that there was no need of pressing the 
point, as the gentleman from New York had withdrawn 
his motion. 

Mr. DICKSON said the motion was not withdrawn. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND observed that the gentleman from 
Georgia seemed to think the motion very alarming. Mr. 
§. could see nothing alarming init. All his desire was to 
see a day fixed when the Senate’s bill was to be taken up. 
It would not be pressed to-day or to-morrow. If gentle- 
men who were so very anxious for the tariff, instead of 
adjourning at three o’clock, would sit (as the gentleman 
from Kentucky had said) until the lamps went out, they 
might dispose of it in time to take up the other bill. The 
gentleman from Kentucky had himself to blame, that all 
the time of the present debate had been withdrawn from 
the consideration of the tariff. Mr. S. was ready to meet 

the yeas and nays, and, if possible, to settle the question 
that night. 

Mr. ARCHER was opposed to fixing at this time upon 
any day for the consideration of the bill from the Senate; 
and for this reason, that many gentlemen who were in fa- 
vor of the principles of that bill, would nevertheless vote 
against it, unless the House should first come to some de- 
termination as to the tariff question. Why, in fact, should 
any man give his vote for it, so long as a hope remained 
that the tariff question could be adjusted? It was only in 
case of the failure of one bill, that the other would become 
necessary. The friends of the bill, by pressing it now, 
would lose many votes. He hoped that this reason would 
prove conclusive. 

Mr. CLAYTON here made some observations, a report 
of which was, unfortunately, not preserved. 

Mr. ISACKS was for doing one thing at a time. He 
was for first trying to reduce the tariff. The moment it 
should be decided that this could not be done, he should 
be prepared to go into the other bill. 












































it for postponing the special orders until Saturday. 


form, and decided as follows: Yeas 86, nays 99. 
So the House refused to postpone. 


day, and again took up 
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Mr. DICKSON now modified his motion, so as to make | House refused to lay the resolution upon the table. 


The yeas and nays were taken on the motion in this|sent in a memorial, praying for encouragement in a ma- 


The House then proceeded to the special order of the | tended. 
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The motion was negatived by yeas and nays as follows: 
Yeas 71, nays 88. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved for a suspension of the rule, 
in order to allow him an opportunity to move for a recess, 
but the motion was negatived. 

The question then coming up on concurring in the next 
amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole, 
viz. to strike out the duty of one cent per pound on 
coffee, 

Mr. CRAIG stated his reasons for supporting the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BATES, of Massachusetts, moved a call of the 
House; the motion prevailed, and the House was called 
accordingly; 182 members answered to their names, when 
further proceedings on the call were suspended. 

The question on concurrence was then taken, and de- 
cided by yeas and nays as follows: Yeas 117, nays 57. So 
the House concurred. 

The amendment striking out the duties on teas was then 
concurred in by yeas and nays as follows: Yeas 108, 
nays 63, 

The House then adjourned. 





Frripay, Fesruary 22. 
SILK CULTURE. 


Mr. ROOT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House procure for the 
use of the members 2,000 copies of the manual on silk, 
published by J. H. Cobb, of Dedham, in the State of 
Massachusetts, provided the cost shall not exceed one 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. ARNOLD demanded the yeas and nays, which be- 
ing taken, stood as follows: Yeas 61, nays 74. So the 


Mr. ROOT said that Mr. Cobb, of Massachusetts, had 


nufactory of silk, which he had established, and which, he 
was of opinion, might be, beneficially for the country, ex- 
His idea at first was to apply for a grant of land, 
for the encouragement of the growth and manufacture of 
the article, similar to those grants which had already been 
made for encouraging the growth of the vine and of the 
olive. He had accompanied his memorial with a copy of 





to 

he Yeas 80, nays 85, and the proposed duty of course retain- 

n- ed in the bill. 

mn The next question was on agreeing with the committee | and was illustrated with beautiful plates. 
ip- 

i. duty of twenty-five cents a gallon.” Mr. REED, of Mas-| 

Por olive oil, and making the duty on all twenty cents a gal-| 

th lon. This amendment was supported by Messrs. REED, 

ym 

vat was opposed by Messrs. CRAIG and CAMBRELENG. 

he 

act 

ed ments, in order to get at the bill to be proposed by Mr.|parts of the nation. 

a Bounprn as a substitute. 

in The question being taken, the amendment proposed by | 
on- Mr. Rerp was agreed to. 

do 
bie 
ald as follows: Yeas 86, nays 75. 
un- As the subject of coffee would be the next in order, _| solutions, 
ar- Mr. HUNTINGTON moved a call of the House. This} 
eld being refused, 


The first question was on concurring with the Commit-|a book which had been published under the supervision 
tee of the Whole on striking out a duty of fifteen cents a! of the Government of Massachusetts, which gave the his- 
gallon on olive oil in casks, until the year 1834, and there-|tory of the growth and manufacture of silk, from the in- 
after a duty of ten cents. This amendment was negatived: cipient state of the worm, to the manufacture of the arti- 
cle into handkerchiefs and other articles. It also con- 
tained ample directions for the culture of the mulberry, 
“a The Commit- 
n inserting ** on linseed, hempseed, and rapeseed oil, a/tee on Agriculture, supposing that it might not be useful 
}to apply for a grant of land, even if they should succeed 
sichusetts, moved to amend the amendment by including in obtaining it, thought it better to confine the culture and 
manufacture to the lower part of the country; but they 
deemed that the printing and distribution of the book 
HUNTINGTON, DEARBORN, and PENDLETON; and} would be highly useful to the country at large; and they 




































































{could not devise a better mode of distributing it, than by 
_Mr. POLK remonstrated against the consumption of| putting a number of copies into the hands of the members 
time, and pressed the House to pass through the amend-|of Congress, who would judiciously distribute it in all 
Mr. R. enlarged upon the value of 
|the publication, particularly to the agricultural interest. 
Mr. CLAY rose to reply, when 
Mr. HOFFMAN rose, and announced to the House the 
The question of concurring in the amendment, as thus| decease of James Lent, Jr., a member of the |House of 
amended, was then taken, and decided by yeas and nays| Representatives from the State of New York. After some 
lappropriate remarks, Mr. H. submitted the following re- 
which were unanimously adopted: 

1. Resolved, That the members of this House will tes- 
tify their respect for the memory of James Lent, de- 
ceased, late a member of this House from the State of New 






























































Mr. E. EVERETT moved to adjourn. 
Vou. IX,—111 
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York, by wearing crape on the left arm for the remainder | fact was borne upon the face of the document. He re. 


of the present session of Congress. 


peated, that no blame was ascribed by him on account of 


2. Resolved, That this House will attend the funeral of|the private orders which had been given; but inasmuch as 
the late James Lent to-morrow, at eleven o’clock A. M.|they had been made public, and as they convey an impu- 


and that a committee be appointed to take order for, and 
to superintend, the said funeral. 

3. Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate, to 
notify that body of the death of James Lent, late a mem- 
ber of this House, and that his funeral will take place to- 
riorrow, at eleven o’clock. 

The House then adjourned. 


Sarurpay, Fresrvary 23. 


After attending the funeral of the deceased member, 
Mr. Lent, the House, pursuant to adjournment, assembled 
at two o’clock; but no quorum appearing, a motion for 
adjournment prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. 


Monpay, Frsrvary 25. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion reported from the Committee on Agriculture, on 
the 22d instant, directing the Clerk of this House to pro- 
cure 2,000 copies of the manual on silk, published by J. 
H. Cobb, provided the cost shall not exceed one thousand 
dollars. 

And after debate thereon, the question was then put, 
viz. Will the House agree to the said resolution? It was 
passed in the affirmative: Yeas 80, nays 75. 

A message, in writing, was received from the President 
of the United States, by Mr. Donelson, his private Secre- 
tary, as follows: 

Wasurneton, February 22, 1833. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith, for the consideration of the House, 
a letter from General Lafayette to the Secretary of State, 
with the petition which came enclosed in it of the Coun- 
tess d’Ambugeac and Madame de la Gorce, granddaugh- 
ters of Marshal Count Rochambeau, and original docu- 
ments in support thereof, praying compensation for ser- 


vices rendered by the Count to the United States during} 
the revolutionary war; together with translations of the | 


same. And I transmit, with the same view, the petition 
of Messrs. de Fontenille de Jeaumont and de Rossignol 
Grandmont, praying compensation forservices rendered by 
them to the United States in the French army, and du- 
ring the same war, with original papers in support thereof; 
all received through the same“channel, together with 
translations of the same. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


The said message, with the petitions and papers accom- | 


panying the same, was referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The House then took up the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Davis, of South Carolina: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


requested to communicate to this House whatever evi- 
dence he may have received, that authorized the belief 
that the Government and people of South Carolina, or any 
portion of them, had at any time meditated or intended to 


seize the forts or property belonging to the United States. 


tation on the State of South Carolina, he held it to be an 
incumbent duty, as one of her representatives, to meet the 
charge with a flat denial. The documents containing the 
imputation were now in the public archives; and it was 
therefore fit and proper that the proof should be chal. 
lenged. He did not know whether the House recollected 
the precise language used on the occasion in the orders 
in question, but it was such language, he could assure 
them, as should not pass without a denial from him. It was 
imputed to the Government and people of South Carolina, 
that a design existed on their part of seizing the arsenal, 
the arms, the stores, the munitions, and the other property 
of the United States, within the limits of that State. The 
last order of the series went even further, and accused 
them of intentions still worse. It was charged that they 
contemplated crossing the boundary line which divides 
them from another State; of a design to pass the Savan- 
nah river, and plunder the United States arsenal in Sayan- 
nah of its arms and ammunition. 

Mr. D. asked if it could be expected of the represen. 
tatives from South Carolina to be silent under such alle- 
gations. He called for the proof in these cases, and he 
appealed to the justice of the House to sustain him in the 
call. The President might or might not give the informs- 
tion required, or the House might or might not decide to 
call for it. He put it to them, however, whether it would 
be proper or just that such charges should pass unrefuted; 
and next, whether, when made, the proof to substantiate 
them should not be adduced. He denied the truth of 
the charge, from whatever source it had emanated: come 
from the highest public, or lowest private station, from 
what quarter it might, he would say in reply, 

* Highland er Lowland, Prince or Peer; 
Lord Angus, thou hast hed.” 

Mr. WAYNE thought there was already sufficient ex 
citement in the House, without this addition to it. He 
saw nothing in these orders, which differed from the atti- 
tude in which South Carolina had placed herself by her 
ordinance, and her subsequent laws in pursuance of that 
ordinance. He disapproved of that ordinance, and of 
those laws, but it was not his intention to debate that 
question now: ata proper time he should, if necessary, 
express his sentiments upon it. He asked whether it was 
jnot proper, when a whole community was in a state of 
excitement, for a careful and prudent magisirate to take 
every precaution against danger. He restrained the ex- 
pression of his feelings at present, and moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. CARSON hoped he would not press the motion 
It would be better to let the resolution take its course. 

Mr. WAYNE declined to withdraw his proposition. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

‘The yeas and nays were then taken, when the motion 
to lay on the table was carried: Yeas 109, nays 57. 


WATERVLIET ARSENAL. 


The House then resumed the consideration of the ord- 
nance and engineer appropriation bill. The item appro- 
priating $9,000 for the purchase of forty-five acres ol 
jland at the arsenal of Watervliet, New York, came up. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE was against making the appropri 








Mr. DAVIS, of South Carolina, said he was desirous of|tion, unless he had evidence of the necessity for the pur- 


giving a brief explanation of the object of the resolution, 
before the question should be put upon it. 


Ile had not 
introduced it with a view of imputing blame to the Presi- 
dent, or to the Secretary of War, for the mode and man- 
ner of the blicati f the orders. The publication had |ago. ; . . “a favor of 
1 he publication of the orders. 1e publication had jago, and the committee was then unanimously in favor 

been made in obedience to a call from the Senate; this|the report. 


Jchase and of the land being worth the money which was 
asked for it. 

Mr. WARD, of New York, said that the subject had 
been before the Committee on Military Affairs three years 





The then Secretary of War, Mr. Eaton, 
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was then at the place, and recommended its purchase. 
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Mr. VANCE moved to go into Committee of the 











The measure had had the sanction of two Secretaries of} Whole on the state of the Union, and take up the bill from 
War, and of two Committees on Military Affairs. They| the Senate on the subject of disposing of the proceeds of 


had recommended it in good faith, and were deserving of 
the confidence of the House. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE wished te know of what description 
the land was. 

Mr. WARD replied that it was as fertile as any in the 
State of New York, and, being situate near the city, was 
highly valuable. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE had no doubt, then, that it might be 
found very convenient to the officer in charge of the 
public store, to have the occupancy of a farm of forty- 
five acres, but he did not see the necessity of so large a 
piece of ground for the purpose of storing the public 
arms. There were other arsenals in the occupation of 

the Government: there was one at the city of Washington, 
which would contain more arms than the Government 
was likely ever to have occasion for. The land might be 
found to be convenient to the officer in charge of the ar- 
senal, no doubt; and it might also be advantageous to Ce 
holder to find a good purchaser. It was sometimes found | 
to be more convenient to sell to the Government than to! 
individual purchasers. 

Mr. WARD repeated that the additional purchase had| 
been called for by the Secretary of War, not by any re- 
port, but from his own personal observation of the land. 
He stated that it was advantageously situated as a deposi-| 
tory of arms, for the convenient supply of the western| 
part of New York, and the Eastern States. If not pur-| 
chased now, the land might, at a future time, cost more 
money. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, followed on the same 
side, and described the localities of the place. 

Mr. DEARBORN said that, besides being a depot of 
arms, it was a large manufactory of muskets, powder, and 
other munitions of war, and observed that the sheds and 
workshops required much space. Besides, a village was 
growing up about it, which in a few years would become 
a flourishing town, and enhance the value of the land. 
He, therefore, thought the purchase ought to be made 
promptly. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE was prepared to give his vote for 
the bill if he saw good reason for it. But, according to 
amap which he held in his hand, Government held about 
ahundred acres there already, and he was ata loss to 
perceive the necessity of a further purchase. 

Mr. BELL here moved to lay the bill on the table, and 
all other bills before the Speaker, in order to dispose of 
the revenue collection bill from the Senate. 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered and taken, and stood us follows: Yeas 95, 
nays 73. 

So the bills were laid upon the table. 

The hour of one having arrived, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved that the House proceed to the 
special order of the day, (which is the tariff bill.) 

Mr. BELL hoped the House would not do so until it 
had first disposed of the bill from the Senate. 

Mr. BOULDIN moyed a call of the House. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said that if the House proceeded to 
the order of the day, he hoped they would dispose of the 
amendments to the bill before it, when he should offer 
another bill to reduce the tariff, such as he hoped would) 
unite the votes of a majority of the House. 

Mr. BOULDIN withdrew his motion for a eall. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE then said that, as Mr. Bett opposed 
the execution of the special order, he would ask the 
yeas and nays upon his motion to execute it. They were 
ordered by the House, and being taken, stood as follows: 
Yeas 80, nays 106. 

So the House refused to proceed to the order of the 


ay, 


the public lands for a limited time. 

The CHAIR decided that such a motion could not be 
made until the House had reached the orders of the day. 

Mr. VANCE took an appeal. 

The SPEAKER explained his decision, and Mr. 
VANCE the grounds of his appeal. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE then suggested that the vote taken 
by yeas and nays, refusing to execute the special order of 
the day, was insufficient to prevent the taking up of that 
order; inasmuch as the rule to go into the special order 
every day at one o’clock, had been passed by two-thirds, 
it would require two-thirds to prevent it. 

‘rhe SPEAKER said it was too late to make this ques- 
tion now, as other business was before the House. 

Mr. DANIEL said he should insist on the same ground, 
and would take an appeal. 

The CHAIR said there was already an appeal before 
the House. 

Mr. VANCE, in order to have the question tried, with- 
drew his appeal. 

Mr. DANIEL then appealed, and insisted that the spe- 
cial order should be executed. 

The question of order was argued by Messrs. WICK- 
LIFFE, CARSON, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, of Georgia, 
DANIEL, SUTHERLAND, and DEARBORN; after 
which, 

Mr. DANIEL withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. WILLIAMS now moved to postpone all the orders 
of the day which precede the bill from the Senate on 
disposing of the proceeds of the public lands. 

Mr. CARSON inquired whether the tariff bill was in- 
cluded in the orders. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

Mr. CARSON appealed from this decision. 

The SPEAKER said no appeal could lie, as the motion 
was to postpone all the orders, whatever they might be. 

Mr. WILLIAMS inquired whether two-thirds were ne- 
cessary to postpone all the orders. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then moved the postponement of each 
particular bill as they were announced in succession. 


REVENUE COLLECTION BILL. 


The House at length arrived at the Senate’s bill fur- 
ther to enforce the collection of the revenue. 

The bill was read a first time. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved that it now have its second 
reading. 

Mr. LEWIS moyed to postpone the bill until to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. BOON asked the yeas and nays on the motion. 
They were ordered and taken, and stood as follows: Yeas 
58, nays 125. 

The bill then had its second reading. 

Mr. CARSON moved to refer the bill to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. He made this 
motion, because he thought that on a question of so much 
importance the fullest and freest discussion ought to be 
allowed. The present measure was of a similar charac- 
ter to one already reported upon by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of that House, and which had been consigned to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
consistency, therefore, demanded that the bill before them 
should be referred to the same committee. If it went at 
once to the House, the previous question might be called, 
and all deliberation cut off. Mr.C. concluded by depre- 
cating the present bill as of a more despotic character 
than the alien and sedition law. 

Mr. STANBERY inquired if it was not necessary that 
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the present bill should go to a committee, inasmuch as a|day, for the time would beso much gained for the cause 
tax for military purposes would be necessary to carry its|of liberty, which would be destroyed by the passage of 
provisions into execution. this bill. 

The CHAIR gave its opinion that the present was nota} Mr. WAYNE wished it to be understood, that when 
bill of such a character. gentlemen designated the bill as one which was calculated 

Mr. WICKLIFFE asked the reading of a decision of|to dissolve the Union, as a bloody bill, and so on, they 
the Cuarr upon this subject on a former occasion. misrepresented it grossly. He had hoped that something 

The decision referred to was not read, not being in the} would have been done to compose the country; and pro- 
possession of the Clerk or the House. bably his hopes would have been verified, if the action of 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said he had never understood until|the House had not been delayed by the death of a mem. 
that day that it was the determination of the friends of the|ber. Why, he asked, should that important measure be 
administration to pass this bill in preference to one, the | now set aside, and another substituted? But it seemed as 
purpose of which was to give peace to the country; the|if it was not intended that the tariff bill should pass. The 
votes of that day had shown this to be their determina-|time had now arrived when men ought to act together for 
tion. Mr. W. concluded by expressing his opinion that, }one common object—to have the tariff reduced, and the 
as far as regarded the point of order, the bill ought to be country pacified. He knew such a disposition to exist on 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of|the part of a sufficient number of members, although 
the Union. others would not suffer the bill to pass. 

Mr. BELL did not believe that it was the intention of} Mr. WICKLIFFE asked, did the gentleman allude to 
gentlemen to cut off discussion on this subject by the any particular portion of the House who would not suffer 
previous question. The justice of the House, and the/the tariff bill to pass? 
responsibility of its members to the justice of the country, Mr. WAYNE said his object was to show how imma. 
would, in his opinion, secure to it a full and fair discus-|terial it was which took precedence. When gentlemen 
sion. With regard to the bill itself, he did not think it]alluded to a particular State, and that his neighboring 
fraught with the mischief which some gentlemen appre-} State, which he could see from his own window, as the 
hended; he thought it comparatively peaceable in its na-| place where that bill was particularly intended to operate, 
ture, and calculated to prevent bloodshed. It must be|he thought it his duty to endeavor to prevent its passage. 
evident that to do any thing interfering with an immediate | And when he saw that bill placing extensive military 
action on the bill, was, at the present period of the ses-} power in the hands of an individual, he began to think 
sion, practically to defeat it. They might pass the pre-/that he was living under new laws. He then read a 
sent bill, and would still have an opportunity to act on|communication from Messrs. Baring, Brothers, and Co., 
any other measure relative to the tariff. He should, |bankers, London, which stated that, in consequence of 
therefore, move to make it the special order of the day |the disagreement of the country, the faith in American 
for to-morrow. \securities was much shaken, but somewhat restored by 

Mr. FOSTER contended for the committal of the bill|the proclamation of the President. The character of the 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. |country for responsibility, he said, required pacific mea- 
It was obvious that the same reasons prevailed here as in!sures, and that Congress should be strong enough to 
the case of the report of the Judiciary Committee. It| maintain them. 
was evident that those who opposed this reference, had} Mr. WARREN R. DAVIS said the House would do 
the power in their hands to stop any debate on it when! him the justice, and those with whom he acted, to ow n 
they pleased; he hoped that, with this consciousness of] that they were in no way responsible for the snail-pace of 
their own strength, they would have the courtesy to let|the tariff bill; they had not impeded it by the frivolous 
the bill take the course which had been given to the re-|amendments alluded to, or by propositions of any sort 
port of the Committee onthe Judiciary. They acquiesced in, and followed the suggestions of 

Mr. CLAYTON said the proposition to grant relief by | friends on this floor, and remained silent on this deeply 
modifying the tariff, after the passage of a bill like the | interesting subject, lest to their participation in the debate 
present, reminded him of an anecdote of the celebrated) should be attributed whatever of adilatory or stormy cha- 
Fox, who had proposed to postpone the settlement of an/racter it might assume. You have all witnessed, he said, 
account with one of his importunate creditors until the |that we submitted in silence to the reading and discussions 
day after the day of judgment. Mr. C. proceeded to re-|of public documents, containing false, malicious. and de- 
present the sympathy which would be felt by other States | famatory libels on the State and people of South Carolina; 
with South Carolina, should the present bill pass. If}to language of contumely and reproach upon our public 
they would pass a measure of reconciliation, there would | functionaries, (friends whom we dearly love,) that shot 
be no occasion for the present or any other measure of|like fiery arrows through our veins. Yet wewere dumb. 

enforcement. Mr. C. concluded his remarks by depre-|Still more, sir, the bitter cup was not yet full—it might 
cating the employment of force against South Carolina. |not eventhus pass. We felt it our duty to let the sacri- 
Mr. GORDON followed at some length on the same|fice be complete. We remained in our places, we kept 
side. our seats, and bore the torture. You all knew, from the 

Mr. WICKLIFFE was opposed to the motion to make | beginning of the session, that such would be our course; 
the bill the special order for to-morrow, and should pre-|yet we were baited at the start. What friendly voice of 
fer its postponement until Thursday. The administration |truth or justice was heard in our vindication during those 
was in asingular position, indeed, when it preferred ajhours, days, weeks, of burning agony? What did we 
measure of war to one of peace. hear from those who ought to have defended us? Why, 

Mr. SPEIGHT said he also was in favor of the post-|that South Carolina was precipitate!—After ten years of 
ponement until Thursday, although he could not vote for |petition, prayer, and suffering; after witnessing all our 
the commitment of the bill to a Committee of the Whole | Southern sister States taken up last summer with the pre- 
on the state of the Union, on account of the shortness of |sidential election, as if the shirt of Nessius were not upen 
the session. their backs. Precipitate! away with such stuff and non- 

Mr. ARNOLD advocated the proposition to make the |sense. And what, sir, do we now see? The tariff ques- 
bill the special order for to-morrow. tion, that has been creeping, loitering, drivelling, drag- 

Mr. DANIEL, at some length, discussed the nature of | ging itself through six weeks of the session; the very bill 
the bill, and expressed himself in favor of the postpone- | we were desirous to abstain from discussing, lest we might 
ment until Thursday. He should yote for the longest |shake too rudely the leaves of its olive branch—a bill en- 
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titled, by all parliamentary right and usage, to ipncilahoes 
is to be shoved aside, and this firebrand to be flung before 
it. Why? Because, forsooth, the President wills it! 
And by whom is the attempt made to substitute this 
sword in the place of the olive branch? By the organs 
and fast friends of the President on this floor. Can I be! 
mistaken? That I may not be, I desire now to ask of the 

honorable chairman of the Judiciary Committee, (if he be 

in the House,) I do not see him in his seat—[Here Mr. 

Bex rose from a different part of the House,] to ask, and 

the terms of former kindness between us entitle me to a 
candid answer, whether it is the intention of the party 

with which he acts, to give precedence and preference to 
the bill for collecting revenue. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, said he would answer the 
question in the same spirit of candor in which it was ask- 
ed: it was desired to have this measure passed as soon as 
practicable, and, for that purpose, to give it precedence. 
He exonerated the delegation of South Carolina from all 
responsibility for the delay of the tariff bill, and approved 
their course on the occasion. 

Then, said Mr. DAVIS, we understand it now. The 
President is impatient to wreak his vengeance on South 
Carolina. Be itso. Pass your measure, sir; unchain your 
tiger; let loose your war dogs as soon as you please. 1 
know the people you desire to war on. They await you 
with unflinching, unshrinking, ——-. firmness. 1 
know full well the State you strike at. She is deeply 
enshrined in as warm affections, brave hearts 
minds, as ever formed a living rampart for public liberty. 
They will receive this bill, sir, whether you pass the 
other or not, with scorn and indignation, and detestation. 
They never will submit to it. They will see in it the iron 
crown of Charlemagne placed upon the head of your 

Executive; they will see in it the scene upon the Luper- 
cal, vamped up ‘and newly varnished; they will see in its hi- 
deous features of pains and penalties a declaration of war 
in all but its form; they cannot (for they are the best in- 
formed people on the face of the earth, or that ever have 








liberty) but see in it the utter prostration and demolition of 
State rights, State constitutions, ay, and of the federal 
constitution too. But, say gentlemen, and I am surprised 
at their blindness and hardihood, it is alla mistake; it isa 
mere bill for collecting the revenue—intended for the 
preservation of peace, and to prevent civil war. 
war with whom? Sir, all usurpations are attempted on| 
such mild, lovely, and benevolent pretexts as these. 
Peace, is it? Shame, shame! You pour fire and brim- 
stone on our heads, and bid us, in the language of a de- 
parted friend, ‘* Be quiet; it is Macassar oil—myrrh— 
frankincense!” You tell us, with this bill of pains and 
penalties, of army, and navy, and militia in your fist, that 
it isa mere matter of revenue collection; a very quiet, 
peaceable affair. You collect taxes at the point of the 
bayonet, and call it civil process! 

I have intimated, and I repeat, that I will not oppose 
the taking up this bill by any indirect means; I am ready 
to meet and expose its deformity; I only ask that you will 
not gag us with your previous question. Vouchsafe me 
that, you may go your ways; but that you can apply 
the gag, is but too manifest, since the cordial junction pro 
tanto of two hostile parties; the one opposed to the Pre- 
sident, and who declares that he is not worthy of his of- 
fice, or of the trust and confidence of the country; and 
another that seems willing to grant him any thing he asks. 

I heard a gentlem an somewhere near me say that the 
whole question is one of dollars and cents. ‘To be sure, 
itis the very gist and marrow of it; if it were not that | 
there were such things as Southern dollars and cents, we 


would never have heard the question made; the nefari- 


ous system would never have grown up. 


All govern- 
mental oppressions, 
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Civ il} Our people love honor as they do liberty 
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the world, and aunty all time, have been perpetrated 
for the dollars and the cents of honest people, earned by 
the sweat of their brow, for the purpose of giving them 
to the powerful or roguish, who did not earn them. If, 
however, it is meant to say that South Carolina makes a 
question of the mere amount, the more or less, to be con- 
tributed for the support of the Government, the short an- 
swer is, it is not true. What does her bright and glori- 
ous history tell you? To coin her heart for money; to 
drop her blood for drachms! Her objection is to your 
taking her dollars and cents, not for the support of the 
Government she jointly made with her sister States, but 
for the purpose of putting them in your pockets, or of 
the people or States you represent. The amount, even 
then, she might have borne as a temporary injustice, had 
you not declared ita perpetuity. The gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Warwe] has informed us that this bill will 
be harmless, as a tariff project, not yet submitted, will 
certainly be adopted, that is better than either yet pro- 
posed. [am delighted to hear it; but why, in the name 
of liberty, is it not offered to us instead of this outrage on 
the constitution? Why arm the President with powers so 
dangerous to peace and freedom; and in the face of a 
recorded refusal by your predecessors to give the pacific 
civilian, the mild, virtuous, humane Jefferson, the much 
ee power of suspending the habeas corpus act? 1s this 

thing so coveted by, and gratifying to the President’ Is 
this bloody bill, this Boston port bill, so delightful to him 


ficatory? Why, sir, if he must be gratified—must be 
amused and pleasurably employed, buy him a tee-to-tum, 
or some other harmless toy, but do not give him the purse 
and sword of the nation, the army and navy, and whole 
military power of the country, as peaceful playthings to 
be used at his discretion. 


, and high E it is to be prefe .tred to that which is said to be paci- 


If, however, this bill must 
pass; if there be no substitute so palatable as blood, I 
withdraw my opposition to its being taken up, and only 
ask the privilege of exposing its details; although I clearly 
see that the interested passions on one side, and a supple 


large majority. In what I have said, no individual allu- 
sion was pretended: I fired at the flock. My allusion 
was toa state of things as notorious as noonday. Our 
situation is peculia™, and some allowances should be made. 
Our representatives on this floor are small in number. 
: both have been 
lassailed. We value highly the opinion of the wise and 
| good; many, very many of whom we recognise in the ranks 
of our adversaries. It is when they show a disbelief or 
or purity of 
our motives, that we feel the iron enter our hearts. 

One word, sir, to the gentleman over the way—entirely 
over the way—who says 
South Carolina has not yet repealed her ordinance. 
not yet,’? I presume, means, notwithstanding the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation. Sir, South Carolina has received 
the insolent mandate of the President, commanding her 
to retrace her steps, tear from her archives one of the 
brightest pages of her glory, and alter the fundamental 
principles of her constitution; and she sends him back for 
answer (through her humble representatives) the message 
sent from Utica to Cesar— 

‘* Bid him disband his legions; 

** Restore the commonwealth to liberty; 

** Submit his actions to the public censure, 

‘* Abide the judgment of a Roman Senate, 

* And strive to gain the pardon of the people.” 

That, sir, is her answer. 

Mr. MARDIS did not rise to discuss the proposition, 
but to express his regret that the chairman of the com- 
| mittee, and those who acted with him, had felt themselves 
called upon to pursue the course which they had been 
pursuing, whilst they held feelings similar to his. They 
Ihad declared the tariff bill to be most important, an | it 


this bill is necessary, because 
** Has 
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was strange that they should give another bill to super- 
sede it. If gentlemen wished to express an opinion on 
the measures of the bill, they should do it in a way to 
conciliate. Then why not postpone the consideration till 
Thursday, and then take it up? It was said that, if the 
bill should be taken up to-morrow, all hopes of passing 
the tariff bill would be lost. Might it not yet, by perse- 
verance, be turned to advantage’ If any proposition was 
likely to be brought forward which would be acceptable 
to the House and the Senate, why not go on? If the ta- 
riff bill was postponed, there would be no occasion for 
the other; but if you pass that without the measure of 
peace, let gentlemen reflect upon it! The people of 
South Carolina were not opposed to the Union, but they 
were opposed to the tariff; and if they were driven from 
measures which were constitutional, they had but one 
measure to take, and they would take it. If gentlemen 
supposed that passing that bill without the pacific mea- 
sure of the tariff would not have that effect, they deceiv- 
ed themselves. The bill, he said, had a wrong title; it 
ought to be called a bill to dissolve the Union. 

Mr. COULTER had given his vote under the impres- 
sion that the little time that remained of the present ses- 
sion would be requisite for its discussion; but as he now 
understood that in some other place a measure had been 
matured, and that there was a majority of the House to 
support it, he would now vote to postpone the considera- 
tion of the other bill till Thursday. To gain the consent 
of the people, ought to be the first resort of any Govern- 
ment, and particularly a Government like ours, which 
originated from, and was for the benefit of the people. 
He would quell discontent by coercion, indeed, but it 
should be the coercion of kindness. He would soothe 
the people of South Carolina. Some gentlemen were of 
opinion that to yield to the wishes of South Carolina 
would be compromitting the national honor. When op- 


posed toa foreign foe, it was glorious to conquer with 


the sword; but when we contended with our friends, then 
it was glorious to talk of peace. Was there not some dan- 
ger in offering to South Carolina the olive branch and the 
bayonet at once? Let it be remembered, said he, that 
our countrymen are freemen, and have the spirit of free- 
men, and when you offer them the cup of peace, do not 
mingle it with gunpowder. In the hope that that bill 
would pass that ought to pass, he would vote for a delay 
till Thursday, anc, in the intervening time, when it was 
recollected that the happiness of the country and the 
Union was at stake, much might be done. 

Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, was astonished that if 
gentlemen wished to discuss the bill, they should wish 
to put it off till Thursday. 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose to appeal to the judgment of the 
House whether the present discussion could possibly be 
attended with any good results, Gentlemen who might 
be anxious to discuss the merits of the bill from the Se- 
nate must be aware that every hour that was occupied in 
this preliminary debate limited the time which would ena- 
ble them to express their sentiments upon it. The same 
was the case with those who wished the tariff bill to be 
taken up, and he therefore hoped that no more would be 
said upon either, until the merits of the case should fairly 
and fully come before the House. 

After some further remarks from Mr. WICKLIFFE, 
Mr. WAYNE, Mr. CAMBRELENG, and Mr. BELL, the 
question was taken on the motion to postpone the bill till 
Thursday, and negatived: Yeas 77, nays 108. 

Mr. BATES, of Maine, moved that the further consi- 
deration of the bill be postponed till Wednesday. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY was in favor of the motion to make 
the bill the special order for to-morrow. It would be 
even then in the power of the House to take up the tariff 
bill, if a majority of the House should be in favor of do- 
ing so, 
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Mr. WICKLIFFE said that those gentlemen who were 
opposed to the tariff bill were perfectly consistent in the 
course which they were taking to defeat that bill altoge. 
ther. When the present question was disposed of, he 
intended to propose to take up the tariff bill to-night, 
and if the House were disposed to act upon it, much 
might be done towards introducing and acting upon one 
or other of those specific bills which were intended to 
supersede the tariff bill of the Committee of Ways and 
Means by to-morrow. 

Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered and taken, when the motion 
was negatived: Yeas 84, nays 99. 

The question recurred on the motion to make it the 
special order for to-morrow. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, rose to move an amend- 
ment that it be made the first special order for to-morrow. 

This being declared not to be in order, 

The question was taken on making it the special order 
for to-morrow, which was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE then moved that the House take up 
the special order, (which was the tariff bill.) 

The motion was agreed to by yeas and nays, 115 to 57. 

The House then took up 


THE TARIFF BILL, 


Mr. LETCHER immediately rose, and moved to strike 
out all the bill after the enacting clause, and to insert an- 
other bill in lieu thereof, [the bill introduced in the Se- 
nate by Mr. Cray. ] 

This being objected to, 

Mr. LETCHER moved to recommit the bill to the 
| Committee of the Whole, with instructions to report his 
| bill to the House. 
| ‘The bill and instructions having been read, 

Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. ARNOLD, and Mr. DAVIS, of 
Massachusetts, rose together to ask forthe yeas and nays, 
which were ordered and taken; when the motion was 
agreed to: Yeas 96, nays 54. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE then moved that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to, and the House went inte 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Wicxu1ers in the chair. 

Mr, LETCHER moved that the instructions of the com- 
mittee be complied with, by adopting the bill he had offered. 

The motion was agreed to forthwith, the bill was read, 
and the committee rose, and reported it to the House. 

Mr. FOSTER moved to amend the amendment report- 
/ed hy the Committee of the Whole, by striking from 

the third section the following words: ‘* And from and 
after the day last aforesaid, the duties required to be 
| paid by law on goods, wares, and merchandise, shall be 
| assessed upon the value thereof, at the port where the 
| same shall be entered, under such regulations as may be 
| prescribed by law.” 

| Mr. F. said he did not intend to detain the House but 
| & moment in explaining the reasons of his proposed amend- 
;ment, nor did he wish to embarrass the effort which was 
| Making to adjust the great question which had not only 
| so long divided our councils, but distracted our country. 
| On the contrary, he would cheerfully contribute his fee- 
Ible aid to the success of an object so desirable and im- 
portant. But he found, in the amendment of the com- 
| mittee,'a clause which, from the slight view he had been 
able to take of it, seemed to conflict with a provision in 
ithe constitution familiar to every one, that ‘all dutics 
shall be uniform.” Now, said Mr. F., we have a sea- 
| coast extending from Maine to Louisiana, with numerous 
|ports of entry. Ateach of these ports you have your 
| @ppraisers to assess the value of the goods imported; and 
,on this assessment you propose to calculate the duties. 
Can it be presumed that these appraisers will all affix the 
game value on articles of the same quality? And if this is 
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not done, if the appraisements vary, will not the duties 
necessarily vary also? How is it possible for the uniform- 
ity required by the constitution to be preserved, if this 
regulation is adopted? ae suggested the difficulty, 
Mr. F. proposed to obviate it by the amendment which 
he had offered, and was content to submit it to the deter- 
mination of the House. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said the objection of his friend 
against the particular clause was a constitutional one, aris- 


ing from the difficulty of ascertaining the duties in different |founded discontents than those they compose. 
For example, an article might be purchased in | 


ports. 
Paris, and another of the same description in Manchester. 
They would bear different prices where purchased, but 
be of the same value here, and the difficulty would be to 
ascertain the duties chargeable on each article. His [Mr. 
FosteEr’s] object was to make the duties equal in every 
port. 

Mr. Fosrer’s motion was negatived; and the question 
being stated on engrossing the new bill, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, rose, and said he was 
greatly surprised at the sudden movement made in-this 
House. One short hour ago, said he, we were collecting 
our papers, and putting on our outside garments to go 
home, when the gentleman from Kentucky rose, and pro- 
posed to send this bill toa Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, with instructions to strike it all 
out, and insert, by way of amendment, an entire new bill, 
formed upon entirely different principles; yes, to insert, 
I believe, the bill which the Senate now have under con- 
sideration. This motion was carried; the business has 
passed through the hands of the committee, is now in the 
House, and there is acry of question, question, around 
me, upon the engrossment of the bill. Who that was not 
a party to this arrangement, could one hour ago have 
credited this? We have, I believe, been laboriously en- 
gaged for cight weeks upon this topic, discussing and 
amending the bill which has been before the House. Such 
obstacles and difficulties have been met at every move, 
that, I believe, very little hope has of late been entertain- 
ed of the passage of any bill. But a gleam of light has 
suddenly burst upon us; those that groped in the dark 
seemed suddenly to see their course; those that halted, 
doubted, hesitated, are in a moment made firm; and even 
some of those that have made an immediate abandonment 
of the protective system a sine gua non of their approba- 
tion of any legislation, seem almost to favor this measure. 
1am obliged to acknowledge that gentlemen have sprung 
the proposition upon us at a moment when I did not ex- 
pect it. And as the measure is one of great interest to 
the people of the United States, I must, even at this late 
hour, when I know the House is both hungry and impa- 
tient, and when I perceive distinctly it is their pleasure to 
vote rather than debate, beg their indulgence for a few 


minutes while I state some of the reasons which impose on 
me the duty of opposing the passage of this act. [Cries 


from different parts of the House, ‘ go on, go on, we 
will hear.’’} 

Mr. Speaker, I do not approve of hasty legislation un- 
der any circumstances, but it is especially to be deprecat- 
ed in matters of great importance. ‘That this is a mea- 
sure of great importance, affecting, more or less, the 
entire population of the United States, will not be denied, 
and ought, therefore, to be matured with care, and well 
understood by every gentleman who votes upon it. And 
yet, sir, a copy has, for the first time, been laid upon our 
tables, since I rose to address you; and this is the first op- 
portunity we have had even to read it. L hope others feel 
well prepared to act in this precipitate manner; but I am 
obliged to acknowledge I do not; for I hold even the best 
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harmony, of conciliation; a measure to heal disaffection, 
and to savethe Union. Sir, I am aware of the imposing 
effect of these bland titles; men love to be thought gene- 
rous, noble, magnanimous; but they ought to be equally 
anxious to acquire the reputation of being just. While 
they are anxious to compose difficulties in one direction, 
I entreat them not to oppress and wrong the people in 
another. In their efforts to save the Union, I hope their 
zeal will not go so far as to create stronger and better 
Peace- 
makers, mediators, men who allay excitements, and tran- 
|quillize public feeling, should, above all considerations, 
study to do it by means not offensive to the contending 
parties, by means which will not inflict a deeper wound 
than the one which is healed. Sir, what is demanded by 
those that threaten the integrity of the Union? An aban- 
donment of the American system; a formal renunciation 
of the right to protect American industry. This is the 
language of the nullification convention; they declare they 
regard the abandonment of the principle as vastly more 
important than any other matter; they look to that, and not 
to an abatement of duties without it; and the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Davyis,] with his usual frank- 
ness, told us this morning it was not a question of dollars 
and cents; the money they regarded not, but they requir- 
ed a change of policy. ‘They demand the pound of flesh, 
with the unyielding obstinacy of Shylock, and they require 
this House to apply the knife nearest to the heart; and 
jshall it be cut away? Is it patriotic? Is it harmonizing 
|public feeling? Is it saving the Union to drain out the 
\life-blood? What is this bill? I will not say it goes at 
jonce to such extremities, but it seems to me to contain a 
principle which works an unqualified abandonment of the 
protective policy, unless changes greater than we have a 
right to look for shall take place in our condition. 

It proposes to descend, by a reduction, once in two 
years, of two-tenths of the excess of duties over and above 
twenty per cent. for nearly eight years. It then proposes 
to divide the residue of such excess into two equal parts, 
and to remove the whole in two years, so that all duties on 
all imports willbe run down to a level of twenty percent. 
ad valorem, in between nine and ten years. The first part 
of the descent may be termed gradual; but in the last two 
years, the strides are, I fear, decidedly too long to be met 
by any preparation for them. Our course then is down 
hill during this time, wearing out the American system; 
and when we arrive at the foot, we pass out from under 
the protection of that parental benefactor, and place our- 
selves under the guardianship of the Carolina system. I 
say from the American to the Carolina system, because 
duties which are now below 20 per cent., are to be raised 
to that amount, and all free articles, with the exception of 
an unimportant list of dyestuffs, are to be subjected to 
duties. Duties are, therefore, at the end of our declivi- 
tous course, to fall on all imported merchandise at an equal 
rate of 20 per cent. This is the Carolina system. 

What will be the effect of this bill? The protection 
will be diminished from year to year. ‘This will check 
the operations of capital; it will, I fear, stop investments, 
if it does not crush that enterprising, valuable class of 
young men who have entered upon business, relying up- 
on their industry and capacity to carry them forward. 
‘They are in debt, and I fear timid creditors may fall upon 
them. Business then will be brought to a stand at any 
rate, and, if bankruptcies ensue, will be diminished. This 
is precisely what some interested in manufacturing are sel- 
fish enough to desire, for they have money; wages will be 
cheaper, if a portion of the mills cease to run, and no new 
ones are erected, and the capitalists will, by this means, in 


of intentions will not, in legislation, excuse the errors of |the end, gain more by a diminution in the competition in 


haste. 


lam aware that this measure assumes an imposing atti-|by the reduction in duties. 
tude. It is called a bill of compromise; a measure of|ed in such naked selfishness; itis built up so manifestly at 


business, and the reduction in wages, than they will lose 
tut, sir, this isa policy found- 
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the expense of those who have small capital, and of the 
laborers; it is so hostile to the first principles of protection 
which invite the free investment of capital from all quar- 
ters, that goods may be made cheap by the competition, 
and the public be thus benefited, that no friend of Ameri- 
can labor can give it his approbation on that ground. It 
may answer for a time the purposes of a few, if it ope- 
rates as they anticipate; but should this prove so, it will 
be an unanswerable argument with the public for disap- 
proving of it, for the causes which will make the measure | 
valuable to some, will make it injurious to the public. 
Again, sir, can vote for no bill which abandons pro- 
tection. I think this does. It adopts the Carolina sys- 
tem for equalizing duties, by bringing them all to 20 per 
cent. It abandonsthe exercise of all right to discriminate, 
and in that, give me leave to say, abandons common sense, 
for the system of equalization has never, tomy knowledge, 
until now, found an advocate among financiers or political | 
economists. It is, however, a very cunningly devised plan, 
and worthy of its origin, (Gallatin, in the free trade report, ) 
for it contains asweet poison that will destroy the last rem-| 
nant of protection. Who ever heard of so absurd a sys- 
tem as equalizing duties?’ What, impose the same duties 
on ardent spirits as upon tea and coffee! But why do 
the free traders desire an equalization? Why do they in- 
sist that the duty on hats, on shoes and boots, on leather, 
on scythes, hoes and axes, shall be reduced to 20 per cent.? 
Why do they at the same time insist that there shall be a 
duty of 20 per cent. on tea and coffee, pepper, spices, 
fruits, and a thousand other things which we do not, and} 
never shall produce, and which are now free of duty? It 
is to level all protection with the dust. They start with | 
the proposition that the public debt is paid, that we have} 
too much revenue, and it must be reduced. We have} 
always contended, not that the revenue shall not be re-| 
duced, for we are not the advocates of an accumulating | 
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duce? When you have arrived at twenty per cent., if 
there is a surplus, you have, I believe, the right to dis. 
criminate below that: but of what value is such a right? 
Twenty per cent. ad valorem upon the foreign cost, 
what is that? Go to the officers of the custom-house jp 
New York, who witness the daily frauds and impositions 
of importers. Go to the head of that establishment, who, 
it is said, declared openly in this city, it was a railroad for 
legalized smuggling, and inquire what a twenty per cent. 
ad valorem duty, or any other ad valorem duty, is. And if 
they teli you the truth, it will be, that it is whatever the 
importer chooses to have it. 

This bill, after we have made our descent, facilis descen. 
sus Averni, carries us into the free trade system, which 
may be summed up under three heads. 

1. All specific duties are abolished, and all duties are 
to be ad valorem; all free traders, and especially the 
Yorkshire men and Lancashire men of England, have al. 
ways earnestly contended for this. For what reason, itis 
difficult to imagine, unless it is because frauds are perpe- 
trated with greater facility. 

2. All duties are to be equal, and to be assessed upon 
all imports, except a few articles of little importance, and 
consequently the discriminating principle is abandoned. 

3. The gradual reduction which is professedly made 
to reduce revenue, is applied to all articles, as well those 
on which no revenue is raised, as those which produce 
revenue; thus tending, by every reduction, to bring the 
American producer into greater peril at every step. | 
this be not a total, unqualified abandonment of the protec. 
tive policy, unless twenty per cent. is protective, then | 
know not what is an abandonment. The bill, it is true, 
provides that after we come to the twenty per cent. ad 
valorem, the duty is to be assessed on the valuation in the 
home market. About the meaning of this, however, there 
is already a dispute. The South say it means the price of 


surplus, but that it shall be reduced by letting goods in the goods by the duties and charges; that is, it means the 
free, or by diminishing the amount of duty when the whole! foreign cost; and a distinguished geatleman declared in 
cannot be spared, and that this principle shall be applied | debate distinctly, that he supported the bill upon that ex. 
to merchandise not produced in this country, that our la-| position of its meaning. If this be a true interpretation, 
bor may have the benefit of the revenue as a protection. | the provision is worth nothing. That valuation is to be 
While we contend that the revenue shall be levied in this| regulated by law, according to the terms of the bill, and 
manner, the free traders insist that nothing shall be free, | what that regulation will prove to be, no one can foresee. 
and that the duty on all shall be alike. The revenue, say| ir, I regret that discontent and signs of violence have 
they, is too abundant, and must be reduced. The bill| manifested themselves in this country; but I am not dis- 
before us, as reported by the Committee of Ways and| nosed to meet it with a faint heart, or to falter for a mo- 
Means, is for that purpose. What a happy mode of re-| ment in support of the Union and constitution. I would 
ducing the revenue, to diminish the duty on hats, shoes, | face these disturbers of the public tranquillity on their 
boots, leather, axes, &c., from 30 per cent. and more, to| own ground, and accede to the general proposition that 
20 per cent., when the articles are so entirely produced|the revenue shall be reduced to the demands of the Go- 
here, under the present protection, that none are import- vernment; but the amount of expenditure shall be fixed 
ed, and no revenue is realized. Is not the direct and ob-| by Congress, and not by South Carolina; and the revenue 
vious effect of such a reduction an experiment, to see if) should be raised in such a manner as to give the most effi- 
the foreign articles cannot be introduced, and the revenue] cient protection to American labor. For one, sir, while I 
increased instead of diminished? It is a still more singular] would do South Carolina justice, ample justice, I would 
mode of reducing revenue to restore the duties on articles! not destroy the Union by attempting to save it. I would 
which are free. Sir, the farmers, the mechanics, the] not bring the power of Congress and the constitution into 
manufacturers, cannot be blind to ‘such an_ insidious contempt, by establishing a precedent, that a little knot 
scheme. They will not fail to discover that the reduc-} of uneasy, discontented politicians can, by threatening to 
tions of duty on a vast variety of articles produced wholly | dissolve the Union, make the Government itself bow 
in this country are made under a false pretence of reduc-| down, humble itself in the dust, abandon its policy, and 
ing the revenue; and that the restoration of duties to free promise in future to give no offence. If these are the 
articles is also made under the delusive pretence of mak-|tepms on which the Union exists, if this Government holds 
ing taxes more equal. It will not escape their observation] and exercises its powers upon such contingencies as these, 
that this crafty plan of reducing revenue is apparently lt was about to say, the sooner the Union is at an end the 
devised for the purpose of overstocking the treasury, and better, for the rude breath of treason will dissolve it at 
creating a surplus from year to year, so as to call for fur-| any moment. But, sir, whether South Carolina is well or 
ther and further reductions, till, you come, as the politi-| jj] pleased, whether’she declares herself in or out of the 
cians of South Carolina declare you shall, to twelve and a| Union, Iam not prepared, on any compromise, to give up 
half per cent. Is it not plain that an equalization gives! the protective policy; and I do contend that an equaliza- 
the least protection which industry can possibly have, | tion of duties as low, or lower, than twenty per cent. pro- 
unless you make the duties on articles which we do not tection, is incompatible. Yes, when you surrender’ the 
produce, higher than you rate them on such as we do pro- right to discriminate, you surrender all. 
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This is a bill to tranquillize feeling, to harmonize jarring! stop all enterprise. But I do object to a compromise 
opinions; it is oil poured into inflamed wounds; it is to de-| which destines the East for the altar. No victim, in my 
finitively settle the matters of complaint. What assurance| judgment, is required, none is necessary; and yet you 
have we of that? Have those who threatened the Union| propose to bind us, hand and foot, to pour out our blood 
accepted it? Has any one here risen in his place, and an-| upon the aitar, and sacrifice us as a burnt offering, to ap- 
nounced his satisfaction and his determination to abide by| pease the unnatural and unfounded discontent of the 
it? Not a word has been uttered, nor any sign or assur-| South; a discontent, I fear, having deeper root than the 
ance of satisfaction given. Suppose they should vote for) tariff, and will continue when that is forgotten. I am far 
the bill, what then? They voted for the bill of July last, | from meaning to use the language of menace, when I say 
and that was a bill passed expressly to save the Union; but| such a compromise cannot endure, nor can any adjust- 
did they not flout at it? Did they not spurn it with con-/ ment endure, which disregards the interests, and sports 
tempt? And did not South Carolina, in derision of that/ with the rights of a large portion of the people of the 
compromise, nullify the law? This is a practical illustra- United States. It has been said that we shall never 
tion of the exercise of a philanthropic spirit of condescen-| reach the lowest point of reduction, before the country 
sion to save the Union. Your folly and your imbecility| will become satisfied of the folly of the experiment, and 
was treated asa jest. It has already been said that this) will restore the protective policy; and it seems to me a 
law will be no more binding than any other, and may beal-| large number in this body act under the influence of that 
tered and modified at pleasure by any subsequent Legis-| opinion. But I cannot vote down my principles, on the 
lature. In what sense then is ita compromise? Does not} ground that some one may come after me who will vote 
a compromise imply an adjustment on terms of agree-| them up. 
ment? Suppose, then, that South Carolina should abide} Mr. Speaker, I have done my duty, in an imperfect 
by the compromise while she supposes it beneficial to the} manner, I confess; but I perceive it is in vain to discuss 
tariff States, and injurious to her; and when that period) the matter, and I will detain the House no longer. 
shall close, the friends of protection shall then propose to| Mr. H. EVERETT asked the attention of the House 
re-establish the system. What honorable man, who votes) for a few minutes. He said he was unwilling that his dis- 
for this bill, could sustain such a measure? Would not) sent should be given by a mere silent vote. The gentle- 
South Carolina say, you have no right to change this law,|man from Kentucky [Mr. Lercner] had said the House 
it was founded on compromise; you have had the benefit} had had ample time to examine the bill, and he presumed 
of your side of the bargain, and now I demand mine./|the minds of the members were made up. It was true 
Who could answer such a declaration? If, under such) that the Senate bill had been laid on their tables some 
circumstances, you were to proceed to abolish the law,| days ago: the amendments which had since been made 
would not South Carolina have much more just cause of;in the Senate were adopted in the bill now before the 
complaint and disaffection than she now has? House; these, he admitted, had improved the bill, but 

It has been said, we ought to legislate now, because the] still had not rendered it satisfactory to him. For one, 
next Congress will be hostile to the tariff. Iam aware) Mr. E. said, he did not complain of want of time; he had 
that such a sentiment has been industriously circulated, | formed an opinion, and that opinion he now rose to ex- 
and we have been exhorted to escape from the hands of} press. He considered the bill, as originally reported in 
that body as froma lion. But, sir, who knows the senti-|the Senate, as a total, an absolute abandonment of the 
ments of that body on this question? Do you, or does! protective system after 1842--at best, it was but a lease 
any one, possess any information which justifies him in as-| to the manufacturers for seven or eight years, or, per- 
serting that it is more unfriendly than this House? There| haps, more properly speaking, a notice to wind up their 
is, in my opinion, little known about this matter. But) concerns within that time: their destruction was slow, 
suppose the members shall prove as ferocious towards the| but sure. The existing protection was to go down, down, 
tariff as those who profess to know their opinions repre-|from year to year, until the end of the term, when the 
sent, will the passage of this bill stop their action? Can| existing establishments were to be abandoned by the Go- 
you tie their hands? Give what pledges you please, make} vernment: he said the existing establishments, for new 
what bargains you may, and that body will act its plea-| ones could not be expected. Prudent capitalists would 
sure without respecting them. If you fall short of their}not adventure in a sinking concern. About the same 
wishes in warring upon the tariff, they will not stay their| time was given that was allowed the bank to wind up; 
hand; but all attempts to limit their power by abiding) and were theirs a mere money business, they would have 
compromises, will be considered by them as a stimulus to/ less reason to complain; but, unfortunately, their capital 
act upon the subject, that they may manifest their disap-| was fixed, and must be sacrificed. Factories and ma- 
probation. It seems to me, therefore, that if the next/chinery were of no value unless in operation. The own- 
Congress is to be feared, we are pursuing the right course| ers of flocks were not in a much less hopeless condition. 
to rouse their jealousy, and excite them to action. | He repeated that the bill, as originally laid on their ta- 

Mr. Speaker, I rose to express my views on this very| bles, abandoned, totally abandoned, the protective policy. 
important question, I regret to say, without the slightest/ It reduced all duties to the same level, twenty per cent. 
preparation, as it is drawn before us at a very unexpected] Even the principle of discriminating duties was aban- 
moment. But, as some things in this bill are at variance | doned. In its present form, he admitted that principle 
with the principles of public policy which I have uniform-| was faintly perceptible. ‘* Congress were not to be pre- 
ly maintained, I could not suffer it to pass into a law| vented from altering the rates of duties on articles which 
without stating such objections as have hastily occurred|are now subject to a less duty than twenty per cent. in 
to me. ; |such manaer as not to exceed that rate;”’ that is, they may 

Let me, however, before sitting down, be understood) raise or lower the rates of duties on the unprotected arti- 
onone point. I do not object to a reasonable adjustment] cles, but may not raise the duties on the protected arti- 
of the controversies which exist. 1 have said repeatedly} cles above twenty per cent. This is the only discriminat- 
on this floor, that I would go for a gradual reduction on) ing principle now in the bill; and this, poor as it was, he 
protected articles; but it must be very gradual, so that no| should show was wholly illusory ; that the wants of the 
violence shall be done to business; for all reduction is ne-| Government would require the full duty of twenty per 
cessarily full of hazard. My objections to this bill are not| cent. on the unprotected articles. The change of the 
so much against the first seven years, for I would take the} foreign for the home valuation, he admitted, was a valua- 
consequences of that experiment, if the provisions beyond ble improvement, though its principal value must, ina 
that were not of that fatal character which will at once|very considerable degree, if not wholly, depend on the 
Vor. 1X.--112 
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regulations which oe be hereafter established by 
law.” The gentleman from Kentucky had echoed the 
cry of alarm which had been heard from another quarter, 
that the protective system was in danger; that the next 
Congress would prostrate it. Such alarms tended to cre- 
ate the peril they announced. That system, in his opi- 
nion, had no greater peril to encounter than the one of 
which St. Paul complained as the chief of perils. He 
was willing to trust it to the next Congress: they, he 
trusted, would protect the great interests of the country. 
This projet had come upon the manufacturers from an 
unexpected source: the blow had not been anticipated 
from that quarter. If there should be a majority in the 
next Congress against the protective policy, the manu- 
facturers, the farmers would submit with what grace 
they may. If the system should then fall, it would fall 
under the superior force of the enemy. But, said Mr. E., 
the occasion had excited feeling—better, perhaps, sup- 
pressed than uttered. He had heard it said, out of the 
House, that we were only bending to the blast; that we 
should right when it had passed over us. But was such a 
forecast just? Should not they who present, and they 
who accept this bill as a measure of conciliation, do it in 
good faith, without mental reservations? For one, he did 
not join in the offer, nor would he pledge himself or his 
constituents to abide by it. 
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Cambreleng, Carr, Chinn, Claiborne, Clay, Clayton, 
Coke, Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Craig, Creighton, Da. 
niel, Davenport, Warren R. Davis, Doubleday, Draper, 
Felder, Findlay, Fitzgerald, Gaither, Gilmore, Gordon, 
Thomas H. Hall, William Hall, Harper, Hawes, Hay. 
kins, Hoffman, Holland, Horn, Howard, Hubbard, Irvin, 
Isacks, Jarvis, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, Cave John. 
son, Joseph Johnson, Kavanagh, Kerr, Lamar, Lansing, 
Lecompte, Letcher, Lewis, Lyon, Mardis, Mason, Mar. 
shall, Maxwell, McIntire, McKay, Newton, Nuckolls, 
Patton, Plummer, Polk, Rencher, Roane, Root, Sewall, 
William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sniith, 
Southard, Speight, Spence, Stanbery, Standifer, Fran. 
cis Thomas, Wiley Thompson, John Thomson, Tomp. 
kins, Tracy, Vance, Verplanck, Ward, Washington, 
Wayne, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Campbell P. White, 
Wickliffe, Worthington--105. 

NAYS--Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Allison, Apple. 
ton, Arnold, Babcock, Banks, Noyes Barber, Barstow, 
Isaac C. Bates, Beardsley, Briggs, John Brodhead, John 
C. Brodhead, Bucher, Burd, Cahoon, Chandler, Bates 
Cooke, Cooper, Crane, Crawford, John Davis, Dayan, 
Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, Dickson, Ellsworth, George 
Evans, Joshua Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, 
Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hiester, Hughes, Huntington, 


He would ask the gentleman |Ihrie, Ingersoll, Kendall, Kennon, Adam King, Henry 


from Kentucky what would be the financial operation of| King, Leavitt, Mann, McCarty, Robert McCoy, McKen- 


the bill? What would be the amount of revenue accruing 
under it, particularly in 1841 and 1842--the period when 
it was to settle down as the revenue system of the Govern- 
ment? These were the periods to which the manufacturers 
would look (he would not say they had been encouraged 
to look) for the restoration of the protective system. 
Taking the excessive importations of 1851 as the basis of 
calculation, the amount of the proposed reduction of du- 
ties on the protected articles (paying over twenty per 
cent.) would be nearly twelve millions, ($11,924,000;) 
the whole amount of the customs, in 1841, would be 
between ten and eleven millions, ($10,846,000;) and, 
after the final reduction in 1842, about seven millions, 
($7,268,000.) How would the deficiency of revenue be 
supplied? The last section proposes it should be sup- 
plied by raising the duties on the dutiable, unprotected 
articles up to twenty per cent. This would give short 
of eight millions, ($7,679,000;) making the whole re- 
venue from the customs less than fifteen millions, 
($14,947,000.) What then becomes of the discriminat- 
ing principle of protection’? If additional revenues are to 
be raised, in what manner could it be done? It must be 
done either by raising the duties on the protected arti- 
cles, or by laying duties on the articles now free. 

Should this bill pass, said Mr. E., he should be almost 
prepared to concur in the opinion he had heard express- 


necessity of passing the enforcing bill. The duties were 
eventually to come down to the same rate on all dutiable 
articles--to twenty per cent., the South Carolina standard. 
With her it was only a question of time, unless she should 
still insist that there should be no articles imported free of 
duty. This was one of her unalterable resolutions. Mr. E. 
said he did not wish to prolong the debate. He had risen 
to state the light in which he had viewed the bill, and in 
which he thought it would be viewed by the country—-as 
the ultimate abandonment of the protecting policy. 

Mr. DICKSON also opposed the bill, and moved its 
postponement till to-morrow. Negatived. 

Mr. LETCHER spoke in reply, and in defence of the 
bill; when the question was put on engrossing the bill for 
a third reading, and carried: Yeas 105, nays 71, as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Alexander, Chilton Allan, Robert Al- 
len, Anderson, Angel, Archer, John S. Barbour, Barrin- 


inan, Milligan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pierson, Potts, Randolph, John Reed, Edward C. Reed, 
| Slade, Soule, Storrs, Sutherland, Taylor, Vinton, Wari- 
well, Watmough, Wheeler, Frederick Whittlesey, Ed- 
ward D. White, Young--71. 

The House then adjourned. 


Tvurspay, Fesrvuary 26. 
THE TARIFF. 


The engrossed biil to reduce the tariff (as amended by 
the adoption of Mr. Cray’s bill of the Senate) was read 
a third time, and the question stated to be on its passage 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, after a few remarks on the great 
importance of this question, moved a call of the House. 

The House was called accordingly. 

It appeared that two hundred and one members were 
present. 

| Mr. BURGES moved to suspend further proceedings 
on the call, but the motion failed: Yeas 69, nays 78. 

The doors were then closed, and the excuses of absen- 
tees received. Proceedings were then suspended, and 
the doors of the hall again opened. 

Mr. BURGES, of Rhode Island, then rose to address 
the House against the bill. I have not risen, at this time, 
said he, to enter into any extended discussion of the bill 


more than to pronounce an humble protestation against 
the provisions of this measure; to state a solemn denuncia- 
tion of the purposes intended to be effected by its enact- 
ment; and, in a few words, to express my utter abhorrence 
of the causes which, as I think, must have brought such a 
scheme before Congress. 

If, sir, you will permit me to do it, I will first read, 
from my place, the resolutions, brief, but full of meaning, 
which, on the morning of the 21st day of the last month, 
{ had the honor to present to this House, and to move the 
reference of them to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. These resolutions were sent to me 
and my colleague by the State of Rhode Island and Pro- 
vidence Plantations. ‘They had been, on the 16th day of 
that month, unanimously passed in both the House of Re- 


presentatives and the Senate of that State; and, speaking | 


he 


our sentiments in a better style, they announce to us t 


ed in the House this morning, that it would do away the|just now read to the House: it is my purpose to do no 


ger, James Bates, Bell, Bergen, Bethune, James Blair, }opinions and requirements of the State representatives 
John Blair, Boon, Bouck, Bouldin, Branch, Bullard, lof that portion of the American people who haye honor- 
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ed us with a place in this House. It appears by this 
paper, that in General Assembly, January session, A. D. 
1833, it was 

‘* Resolved, That this General Assembly views with 
alarm, and with unqualified disapprobation, the proposi- 
tions which have been submitted to the Congress of the 
United States, at the present session thereof, for abandon- 
ing, totally or partially, immediately or prospectively, the 
principle of protection to domestic industry, which was 
adopted with the constitution, has been ever since incor- 
porated in the laws of the Union, and was believed to be, 
what of right it ought to be, a permanent and settled 


principle of the policy of the Government, on faith of 


which the people of this enterprising :"1 industrious re- 
public might act with confidence, and be secre in their 
labors and pursuits. 

** Resolved, That this Assembly does not perceive, in 
the present juncture of the affairs of the Union, nor 
in the suggestions submitted in connexion with the 
aforesaid propositions, any sufficient reason for a change 
in national policy, of a character so comprehensive, and 
fraught with consequences widely disastrous, and toa fear- 
ful extent absolutely ruinous to the agriculture, com- 
merce, and manufactures, the population, power, and 
happiness of a now prosperous people. On the contra- 
ry, this Assembly being convinced that, under existing 
circumstances, the sole path of safety is that of calm and 
persevering firmness, cannot but view, with equal sur- 
prise and disappruvation, all suggestions that countenance 
the substitution of the will of a minority for that of a 
very great majority of the people of these States; and 
protests against the ratification of any such suggestions, 
by the adoption, at this time, of any national measure af- 
fecting the national industry, resources, or revenue, in 
conformity thereto. And this protest it makes, under a 
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ing the means of their subsistence from mechameal or 
other daily toil—the whole class of employers and em- 
ployed, who are engaged in a sound and profitable com- 
merce, interior and exterior, foreign or domestic—classes 
which mainly constitute the population and strength of the 
republic, her means of advancement in peace, and her 
hope of defence in war—all these, and the millions who 
compose them, whether considered in classes, or singly 
as individuals, have a deep, a fixed, and absorbing inte- 
rest inthe preservation of the protection now extended to 
the national industry; an interest in respect to which the 
interests of the owners and conductors of manufacturing 
establishments, also requiring that protection, are inter- 
mediate, subsidiary, and subservient, 

** Resolved, That a vacillating policy, in the regulation of 
trade and intercourse with foreign nations, is destructive 
to all branches of our national industry. 

‘* Resolved, That the effect of frequent alterations of 
the tariff laws is to distract and paralyze the enterprise 
of the merchant, to destroy the stability of the markets 
for the agriculturist, and bring ruin upon the manufac- 
turer, 

‘© Resolved, That all branches of our national industry 
have been arranged, contracts made, voyages projected, 
and business commenced, under the belief and expec- 
tation that the tariff of the last session of Congress was 
framed and solemnly enacted after mature deliberation, 
and that reliance could be placed upon the stability of 
these measures of the Government. 

*© Resolved, That, without a countervailing policy in 
the regulation of trade with foreign nations, all branches 
of our industry will be paralyzed, as was the case before 
the adoption of the constitution of the United States. 

§* Resolved, That the Senators from this State in Con- 





| gress be instructed, and the Representatives be request- 



































































































































solemn and irresistible conviction that every such mea-|ed, to use their exertions and influence to prevent any 
sure would not only tend to introduce inio all our future | abandonment whatever of the protective policy, and also 
councils weakness, irresolution, and inconstancy, but] to prevent sucha reduction of the protection now extended 
would paralyze every just power of the Government, and|by law to the productions of the soil, mines, and manu- 
create a far greater and more immediate probability of a|factures of the United States, as has been proposed to 
dissolution both of the Government and of the Union, | songress at the present session thereof, and is embraced 























than any which otherwise exists. 

‘ Resolved, ‘That this Assembly cannot perceive how a 
surrender of a principle necessary for the independence 
and prosperity of the nation, to menaces of disunion, or 
of lawless resistance proceeding from a minority, can be 
less disastrous to the interests or to the honor of the na- 
tion, than a surrender to actual and overpowering force: 
nor how those who are constrained, or who are willing 
thus, in anticipation, to surrender, can be said to enjoy 


lin the bill now pending before that body, as reported by 
jthe Committee of Ways and Means. 


‘* Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be certifi- 
jed by the Secretary, and forthwith transmitted to our 
) Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

** House of Representatives, January 16, 1853.—Voted 
} unanimously. 

**In Senate.—Read the same day, and unanimously 
concurred in,” 












































the benefits and protection of a republican Government,| I protest against this measure, continued Mr. B., be- 
orto possess the character essential to the existence of{cause, like that which has been stricken out of the bill, 
such a Government. |to make room for its insertion, it proposes to provide for 

‘ Resolved, That the essential and vital interests of the | the wants of Government, but does not propose to make 
people of this State, and, in the opinion of this General|any provision for the wants of the nation. It calls on the 
Assembly, the interests of the great body of the pecple | people for money to feed that Government, and at the 
in all the States, including those in which the dissatisfac-|same time takes away that protection of their labors, by 
tion of a part has been most distinctly manifested, and| which the people have hitherto been enabled to feed 
most speciously argued, require that the protection now/|themselves. Not less than one million seven hundred 
provided by law should be continued to articles of the }and fifteen thousand free white working men are annually 
growth, production, and manufacture of the United|employed in the agricultural, mechanic, and manufactur- 
States. ling labor of the Eastern, Northern, and Western States of 

** Resolved, That the necessity of a protective tariff by|this Union. That part of these men thus employed in me- 
no Means arises cither solely or principally from its im-|chanic and manufacturing Jabor, depend on that part of 
portance to those who, upon the faith of the Government, | them employed in agricultural labor, in the same and 
have invested their capital in manufacturing establish-|cther States, for a market for their fabrics; and a supply 
ments; that such a tariff is demanded by considerations |in return of food; of corn, wheat, flour, beef, pork, and 
affecting the independence and security of the nation, in | other provisions, amounting annually to more than $27,- 
times of commotion, and affecting its resources, and the |000,000, They also look to them, and to other producers 
resources, enjoyments, comforts, and necessities of its|in many of the States, fora further market for like fa- 
individual citizens in all times, that the great and para-|brics; and expect, in exchange, the products of their 
mount class of proprietors and cultivators of the soil inj lands and mines, equal to $15,000,000 in amount annual- 
every State, the whole class of laborers, whether deriy-/ly. Those employed in the farming and mineral labors 
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of these States, look to such as are engaged in these me- 
chanic and manufacturing labors, for this market for their 
products, and therein for their supply, by this exchange 
of those various manufactured fabrics annually to this 
great amount. 

By the destruction of this mechanic and manufacturing 
labor, men employed in agriculture, whether on their 
own lands, or farming the lands of others, must lose that 
market; and not only lose their annual supply of those 
fabrics heretofore purchased in it, but their annual pro- 
duction left on their hands for want of a market, must, 
to this amount, annually be utterly lost to them. For 
in no other market of the world could they sell their 


breadstuffs and provisions, their wool, their lead, their 
iron and steel. 


This loss will take from those thus engaged in the la-| 


bors of farming and the mines, not only the ability to ob- 
tain manufactured fabrics, but also the power to pur- 
chase and consume annually, as they do now, four or five 
millions in amount of sugar, produced in Southern Geor- 
gia and Louisiana; and thereby leave this production, to 
that amount, on the hands of the planters of those States. 
There it must perish, unless they can find a market for 
it in Europe, where such a market for United States sugar 
has not, I believe, ever been found to the amount of ten 
hogsheads in any one year. 

I pass over the rice and tobacco, drawn from the South 
by the owners of manufacturing capital in the North; nor 
mention the cotton, on which their great fabrics now so 
much depend; in all amounting probably to $10,000,000 
annually. This omission is made because the great, rich, 


and independent manufacturing capitalists of the North | 


can and will stand their ground, though they will stand 
that ground alone, under the provisions of this bill. When 
those provisions shall be carried out into perfect opera- 
tion, as they will be at the end of ten years, the great, in- 
dependent, manufacturing capitalist will then not depend 
onthe South for the raw materials which he can then 


bring from any country at a mere revenue duty of twen-| 


ty per cent.; a tax of no importance to him, because it 
must be paid finally by the domestic consumer of his fa- 
bric. Nor will the Southern planter then depend, for he 


does not now depend, on the domestic market, for the | 
These two classes, the rich} 


sale of his great staples. 


owners of great manufacturing capital in the North, or| 


of capital in land and slaves in the South, are perfectly 
independent of each other’s production, by the provi- 


sions of this bill; and may stand with perfect impunity, | 


under those provisions of this measure, which must be 
so ruinous to all those, at this time, operating with that 
limited capital, or employed in those various labors, now 
encouraged or protected by that system of laws intended 
to be destroyed by these provisions. 

How do the provisions of this bill ensure the destruc- 
tion of that system? By the utter abandonment of even 
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doubtless will in its progress, still further discourage such 


free labor by a heavy tax placed on the imported food of 


that labor; tea, coffee, and sugar—a tax from which the 
slave owners of the South will be exempted, in respect of 
all their labor; because neither tea, nor coffee, nor sugar, 
is ever consumed by the slaves. 

This bill provides concerning all impost on any pro. 
tected commodity, that whenever such impost exceeds 
twenty per cent. ad valorem, all such excess shall be dj. 
vided into ten parts; and thata tithe of this whole excess 
| shall annually be taken away, until at the end of ten years 
|no impost shall remain at a higher rate, on any commo. 
\dity, than twenty per cent. on its value. 
| The taking away a tenth part of this protection, annu. 
lally, will, in two or three years, so expose the middling 
linterest men, concerned in manufactures, to the first ef 
| fects of foreign competition, created by excessive impor. 
'tation, that they must give up the conflict, and submit t 
ithe ruin provided for them by this measure. 
| This will leave the war of the trade in the hands of 
| capitalists, who can afford to lose; and, outliving tl 
\losses, which ruin the less wealthy, they will take all the 
| benefits resulting to them, as the survivors of their ruin 
| That ruin, and the certainty that all protection will ter. 
|minate at the expiration of ten years, will discourage all 
owners of small, or middling, or even great capital from 
jembarking in these manufactures, and will leave the 
whole concern to the over-wealthy now engaged in th 
business; these fortunate men, united with foreigners 
will continue the trade, and supply the market. They 
will do this at such a rate of cost to the consumers in 
our country, as may be charged upon all manufactured 
fabrics sold in our market, by the producers of such fi- 
brics in foreign countries. Whatever the cost of them 
may be in England or elsewhere, to that cost will be 
ed the cost of importation, not less than fifteen | 
cent., and in like manner the amount of impost, twenty 
per cent., will so much further enhance the whole cost t 
the American consumer. The wealthy capitalists, th 
only surviving manufacturers of the North, then exen 
ed from all domestic, will receive the full benefit of fi 
reign competition—a competition which, in its first move 
ments, by excessive importations, will have ruined all 
|competitors of limited capital in our own country; and 


| will thus finally enable those men, more abundant : 
jindependent in their means, to share with the wealthy 
| manufacturer of other nations the spoils of our consump 
|tion, taxed, as it must then be, by the final effects of this 
}measure, with not less than thirty-five per cent. more 
jamount, for our whole supply of manufactured fab: 
| than would have been their cost, if wholly furnished by 
{domestic production, under that system of encourag 
ment and protection, and domestic competition, whic! 
| the provisions of this bill are intended to destroy. 
| This evil will fall on the whole country, and will be a 


the very principle of discriminating, countervailing, or|just retribution for the cruel and unrelenting ruin which 
protecting duties of impost on imported goods, wares, |this profligate measure will have brought on the many 


and merchandise. 
that is, the whole system of imposts, are to be reduced to 
twenty percent. ad valorem, and to stand at that rate 
upon all imported commodities, such as are produced in 
our own country, by our own domestic industry. 


tural labors of the free States. 


At the end of ten years these duties, | hundreds of thousands of free white working men, now 


employed in the mechanic, manufacturing, and : 
When the domestic mant- 
facturers, the owners of the mills and machines, by the 


i . . 
So ut-| working of which those men now earn their bread, and 


terly is protection, in its very principle, abandoned by| that of their families; when these owners find they 1 


this bill, that if more revenue shall be w 
be obtained, by this rate of impost on protected commo- 


.nted than may | 


surrender a tenth part of their protection—-a tenth p: 
of the impost, over and above twenty per cent. of the 


dities, such impost shall not be raised on such commodities} whole, they will call on their working men to surrende! 
above twenty per cent.; but such impost for such revenue |a like tenth part of their wages, or to leave their employ- 


shall be placed on tea, coffee, and other articles unpro- 


tected, because not produced in this country; and such} 


impost may, for revenue, be raised up to twenty per cent. | 

rhis bill, therefore, not only takes from all the free labor | 
} , . 

of the free States the whole benefit of the present sys- 


' 
tem of encouragement and protection, but may, and| 


ment. When will this first call be made? In the \ 
dead of the next winter, when they and their families 
must perish or have employment. It will be rep: 


|annually at that season. They will surrender, rather than 


hear their children cry for bread when they have 


to give them. This demand on labor for a reduct! 
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wages will be repeated once a year, just as often as this| your navy on the ocean. They will, at the queck of the 
bill makes a like reduction of the rate of that impost by |same whip, pull down your stars and stripes, haul up and 
which manufacturing labor and capital are now protected. dismantle your ships; and as they have surrendered your 
At the end of ten years, when the whole protection is labor on the land, for the benefit of free trade with fo- 
taken away, the wages of labor will be reduced to twenty reign nations, they will surrender the protection of your 
per cent. of its present amount. What a consummation |labor on the ocean, for that degrading security to your 
of what a scheme! commerce, which may be begged, or bought, or bor- 
Those in the West, who have heretofore supported our |rowed, or otherwise obtained, under the flag of those 
great system of encouragement and protection, and who | nations. 
now support this measure, so fitted for the destruction of| Sir, I h: ave said, at the menace of the owners of slaves. 
that system, will, I do not say with what feelings, hereaf-|Is it not so? Not more than four thousand five hundred 
ter meet some of our working men, who, driven out from | |men, owning slaves, in seven Southern States, and which 
their present life of toil and contentment, may migrate | are employ ed in growing cotton, rice, and tobacco, now 
from the East to purchase and people their lands in Ken-| call 0 the provisions of this bill, and demand the sur- 
tucky and Ohio. The rich capitalists of the East, who/render of that of your system which now encourages and 
have advised, if any of them have advised this measure, seutnets the labor of one million seven hundred and fif- 
will employ those who cannot migrate. They must, at|teen thousand men, working in your fields, factories, ma- 
last, by the progress of this measure, be compelled to|chine and other shops; using three hundred and twelve 
work for twenty per cent. only of their present wages; | millions of mechanic and manufacturing, and three hun- 
because that measure will finally take away all but twen-|dred and sixty-six millions of agricultural capital; pro- 
ty per cent. from the protection of the manufacturer. He | ducit ng one hundred and sixty millions of manufactured 
who now earns a dollar a day, must then work for twenty | fabrics, and more than two hundred millions of agricultu- 
cents; he who now gets seventy-five will be glad to ob-|ral products, and feeding, clothing, sheltering, lodging, 
tain fifteen; and he who now makes out to feed his family and educating ther own and the families of their em- 
for fifty cents a day, must then toil hard, and struggle to|ployers; in all, not less then seven or ei ight 3 millions of 
keep them from starving, with ten. people. For what cause do these men of th South de- 
Southern men, for whose especial gratification this ar-| mand the overthrow of this system, tl 
rangement has been made, will be enabled by it to see) protection of this free labor? 
what they have long desired, but never expected to see-—|and again, for the last six years, on this floor. It is re- 
what they have long demanded of us to give them—the corded in their speeches so often, and with so many 
delightful vision: they will see free whiie working men threats pronounced in this House and in the hearing of 
in the free States laboring for as low, or a lower rate of this nation. ‘The labor of their slaves is worth to them, 
wages, than the daily amount earned by their own slaves. | as they have so often : 
Besides all those men now employed in agricultural, | ties--is worth to them but twelve and a half cents a day; 
mechanic, and manufacturing labor, ao are also in, while our system of protection, as they als: ) aver, secures 
those States many thousands engaged in building ships|to each free white working m: ADs in the whole labor of the 
and various craft for water tr: ansport ution, or in buil ling | free States, not less than fifty cents a day. They do, 
workshops, mills, stores, warehouses, and mansions for ‘therefore, demand this surrender, and this bill provides 
human residence. Others are engaged in the labors of for the surrender of that protection; and we are now 
the forests; others, in the fisheries; others, in transporta- called on to vote for the enactment of that surrender; and 
tion by land, or in navigation on canals, rivers, lakes, or}all who this day shall, by their votes, secure that enact- 
coastwise from port to port, in moving all the commerce | ment, must, a wi ill do so, that they may thereby effect 
among the several States; or in that navigation which car- this reduction in the wages of all this free labor; bring 
ries out to other countries, and brings home the foreign | down the math t value of all such labor to tr welve anda 


L 


ie surrender of this 
They have told you, again 


iverred, and with so many solemni- 





commerce of the whole nation. The labors of those /half cents a day, and place the freeman of the North on 
men are more directly and efficiently encouraged and |a level with the slave of the South. 

protected by that great system of laws and policy w hich Can we, at such a call, and for such a purpose, extir- 
was begun with our present form of Government, and has} pate and destroy the great principle of our national vi- 


been continue 1 up to this very moment; but is now, in tality; the whole abundantly productive power of our 
princ iple, aban lone din relation to all American free a latent ? Of such a country too--given to our fathers by 
bor, though, in fact, the provisions of this bill do, at this | God himself, who has hithe rto enabled us to def ond, and 
time, surrender encouragement and protection in respect| preserve, and sustain that country, under a system of 
only to the free farming, mechanic, and manufacturing | wholesome legislation, in a condition of progressive pros- 
abor of those States which, until yesterday, would, in| perity. Dare we, for a cause like this, tu effect  purp 


ty oses 
this hall, have stood against a world in defence of that|like these, give to our congressional enactments a charac- 
See and protection. Notwithstanding this, | ter so adversary to the hopes of man, and to the benefi- 


, the same feeble and submissive souls, which shall to-| cence of the C reator? What is there in the treasures of 
day surrender to the menace 3 the South all protection!divine munificence which we, as a people, shall not 
of the free people who toil in your fields, your work-j have set at naught, when we have thus sported with and 
shops, and your factories, ane souls will, if they should|thrown away the blessing of Heaven, now so abundantly 
be here, themselves, at any time hereafter, they will be |« njoyed by this nation? 











ready, if a few owners of slaves shouk 1 look large, and|_ Sir, this mé sure not only abanduns protection, both in 
bluster, and speak long, loud wordsat them, oe will be | fact and in — iple, but, departing from all other pur- 
ready to earn their ow! safety by a surrender of all that| poses of ali ot ee laws, it ultimately establishes a 
protection now given by your laws to those cant and|system of national taxation. It is not a tax according to 
hardy men who labor in your fisheries, your internal, |property, where intent who have nm ost to defen ded. by 
your coasting, and foreign navigation. Nay, sir, when-|the laws s! hall pay most for that defenc Tt is not a tax 
ever the owners of slaves in two States shall threaten the | ipon income, where those whose wealth shall give them 
Union, as those of one now do, the spirit, should such a} most to enjoy, pay the most for their enjoyments. In 
spirit now live here, in this hall, which shall, to-day, at il ixuries, the poor, or the labor of the nation, cannot in- 
the threat of that one only, give up the potect tion of e; but this is not a tax on luxuries. It lays an equal 
million and a half of freeme n, working .e land, will }ad valorem burden on the necessaries of th » humble and 





andon all protection of those gallant ho work lindustrious, and on 


curies of the w althy and indo- 
g ) 
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lent. “The master ofa thousand dite pays sno higher tax roll of their taxation. “This, too, was then the fact, as it js 
on tea, coffee, or sugar, the necessaries of free labor, than|now, with New E ngland. Look at the population, and 
must be paid by that labor itself. the payment made in those years by those States, and by 
Besides, sir, those who have hurried this measure into eae England. By the census of 1800, the population of 
this House have never looked into the various parts of our | Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, 
country, to discover and ascertain what the people, in the | was 1,871,529. 
different parts of it, from habits of life, and from trade} In the ten years from 1800 to 1810, inclusive, they paid 
and employments, consume of imported commodities for | $25,712,752 35. 
food and drink, for clothing and dress, for household fur-|_ By the same census, the population of New England 
niture, for instruments of labor, and in raw materials work-| was 1,854,011. 
ed up in their various labors of production. Without this| In the ten years from 1800 to 1810, inclusive, New Eng. 
survey, who can tell what East or West, North or South, | land paid $32, 732,576 88. 
will pay under this new assessment of taxes to be made | Each person in those four States of Virginia, North 
by us in one or two hours of the darkness of last night, | Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, paid $8 35 in 
and one other of the daylight of this morning, and which | the whole ten years; or 83 cents and 50 mills a head per 
is to last for ten years, and not to be altered hereafter by | )annum. 
any discri minating amendment, lightening its burdens by | At the same time, in New England, each person paid 
equalizing its exactions? |$17 65 in the ten years, or $1 76 and 50 mills a head per 
Sir, I assert it here in my place, before the American | annum. 
saan and before the world, that, under the provisions | Under that census, the population of South Carolina 
of this measure, New England will pay more than twice|was 345,541; and that State paid, in that ten years, 
as much as any equal number of people in any section of | $6,732,576 88, being $18 13 paid by each person in the 
the slav eholding States north of the Potomac, including | whole ten years, or $1 81 and 30 mills a head per annum. 
the State of the gentleman [Mr. Lercurr] who brought By the same census, the population of Rhode Island was 
this measure into the House. If any one deny it, I chal-| 68,122, and that State paid, in that ten year 8, $2,630,386 
lenge him to the examination. The proof exists, and dili-|36 cents, being $49 93 paid by each person in the wh 
gence and time can produce and !ay the facts and con-|ten years, or $4 99 and 30 mills a head per annum. 
firmation before this House and the nation. | Sir, this inequality of payment has gradually increased, 
Sir, this inequality of taxation and payment has always | year after year, ever since 1810, because those very causes 
existed in all your revenue derived from impost. It had | which then produced that inequality have, ever since th: 
its origin in the habits, labor, and employments of the |time, been increasing. It was then the character of Nev W 
Eastern States. Indeed, the manufacturing and commer- | E England being more navigating, commercial, and manu- 
cial States, from a kind of necessity, pay more than their | facturing, and that of Virginia, North Carolina, Sout! 
even share of taxes, according to their population, under § Carolina, and Georgia being more agricultural and plant 
any system of impost designe d both for revenue and for|ing, which created this difference in the consumption of 
commercial regulation. ‘This inequality has been pa-| |\foreign commodities, and this conseques® Wedualty in 
tiently endured by those States, because those laws of |the payment of taxes assessed upon such commodities b 
revenue and commercial regulation were a system, first, |impost. These characteristics of New Baglaod have, i 
of encouragement, and, eventually, of protection for the |the last twenty-three years, increased, and now have be- 
whole labor and capital of the country. When this sys-|come established, while those States of the South have, 
tem should have effected its great purpose, that is, when | during that time, almost entirely abandoned all commerce 
the supply of all the great staple necessaries required in |and navigation, and, allured by the high profits of c: tton, 
our market, whether of agriculture or manufactured pro-|rice, and tobacco, become exclusively planting States. So 
duction from the land, labor, and capital of our own coun- | great is that inequality of taxation wl payment, at this 
try; when, by raising the rate of impost duties so as to| time, that I will venture to affirm, Rhode Island, witha 
effect the exclusion of all those staples thus abundantly | population of not quite 100,000 persons, under the last 
supplied by domestic industry, then, by removing all im-|census, paid more into the treasury the last year than 
post from raw materials and necessaries for the “food of |South Carolina with a population of more than 500,0 
labor, not produced at home; and, last of all, by placing | persons; and Massachusetts, during the same time, paid 
high, but not prohibitory impost on imported luxuries not |a greater amount than all the seven States south « f the 
produced in our own country, our revenue would, by |Potomac. Nay more, sir; if the gentleman from Ken- 
such a system, be drawn from the rich to the relief of the |tucky, [Mr. Lercner,] who introduced this measure into 
poor; and taxes, removed from labor, would fall on the |this House, will undertake the examination of our taxes, 
property, under that consumption of those imported luxu- and the payment of them, both now and hereafter, under 
ries which their wealth would enable the rich to enjoy. |his measure, I will add that State to those south of th 
Labor, released from taxation, might improve its own|river, since he has now united it to them in their hostility 
condition, and, with a home market secured to home pro-|to our great and glorious system of enoaget 
duction, the competition of domestic labor and capital | protection. 
would supply that market at the cheapest rate. Sir, this measure, as a scheme of taxation, will | 
Sir, this measure does forever destroy all hope of per-| mately be, of all others, the most unequal and oppressiv’ 
fecting that system, and reduces our ‘impost laws to alin its exactions on the people of the navigating, comme! 
mere scheme of taxation. ‘The inequality endured while |cial, and manufacturing States; and those men of thos 
relief was ultimately to be expected by the perfection of | States who have, if any of them have, united with the 
our system; that hope cannot now be sustained when that | West and the South in carrying it into a law for the nex 
expectation is forever taken away by the destruction of|ten years, will, I hope in God, see their error, an d that 
that system. Look back to the time when Virginia, North | they will, before the provisions © f this law shall have ena- 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia were their own bled a few men of enormous capital in our country to ruin 
navigators and merchants. From 1800 te 1810, these jall manufacturers of middling interest, and to reduce the 
States had not abandoned navigation and commerce, as| wages of free labor to their proposed minimum of twenty 
they now have, for the more profitable vocations of grow- | per cent. of the present amount—they will, I bope, u unite 


ing cotton, rice, and tobacco. They then imported all|with those who this day, at every hazard, and at every 





the foreign commodities consumed by their population, |sacrifice, oppose this measure; so “that, all together, th ey 
and the custom-house record will exhibit a correct rate |may, w ith us, cCppose a mound to the current of that rui 
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which otherwise must overwhelm and sweep away the|halls, surrounded with an atmosphere of purity, and 
interests, the prosperity, and the glory of our country. breathing the very air of patriotism. Beyond their pre- 
Trust not, my countrymen, in the relentings of your |cincts, in our lobbies, and elsewhere, it may not be so. It 
adversaries. Hope not, as by those who were once your | cannot be concealed that a great mart is frequently open 
friends you are told to hope, that, if this day you will|in the neighborhood, a political bazaar, where not only 
prostrate yourselves before the proud and angry foes of} pigeons are bought and sold, but where high offices, dis- 
your prosperity, and permit them to set their feet upon| tinguished honors, and heavy emoluments may come upon 
your necks, the gratifying submission will appease their the counter. May that purifying spirit, with the same 
wrath, and they will, in some six or seven years, permit| hallowed hand which once overthrew their tables, and 
you, in some of their moments of good feeling, should scourged out of the sanctuary of religion those who had 
such moments ever come, and you beg submissively, they rendered that consecrated place a den of base traffic, 
will permit you to slip your heads out, to get up, shake} may His spirit forever expel and exclude from these halls 
off the dirt of your humiliation, stand on your own legs, of legislation, which have come from our predecessors, 
and go about your work again. Hope not for this. These} to our occupation, pure and uncontaminated; yes, sir, 
men have not toiled seven years against you; set the whole exclude those political dealers in men and measures, 
South, from the Potomac to the Gulf of Mexico, in a blaze| who trade in great public interests and great public 
of animosity against your system; arrayed one State in all) officers, with the same facility, that more humble, per- 
the preparations of battle; called every other State to join| haps more honest men deal in corn and cattle, lands and 
their league, and to send their Spartan warriors to the| merchandise. 
field, with each his due number of Helots; they have not Sir, had this measure been thrust into this House by 
done all this to win the victory of thisday, to secure their| those proud and angry adversaries from the South, those 
triumph, and your defeat and vassalage, that they might, | men with whom we have so long been engaged in flagrant, 
when they had thus reduced you to ruin, raise you up and, as I trust, honest warfare; had they attempted to 
again, and replace you in your former prosperity. If you} overthrow us by their overwhelming power, we should 
now disregard your own great interests, the preservation| have known how to meet them; and our victory would 
of your labor, your fields, your factories, your workshops, | have been honorable, could we have achieved it; nor had 
your homes, your firesides, your wives, and your children; | our fall been inglorious, if defeated. Here, in this con- 
if you surrender all these, and, without a blow given, or a | troversy, if we succeed, we succeed against our friends; 
blow received, throw down your arms, prostrate your-| if we fall, we perish under weapons drawn against us by 
selves at the foot of the foe, and give up all to his mercy, | our own political associates; men united with us in many 
remember, if the brave love the brave, he will despise| a hardly contested and perilous controversy—men, whose 
the coward; that foe will spurn you with contempt when| names, whose deeds have, by frequent use, become our 
you fall in the dust before him, and, looking on you as} household words; ‘‘ nor less endeared and precious to our 
less worthy of the rights of freemen than the slaves which | feelings than our own household gods.” 
brush his boots or drive his horses, he will forever hold| When, hereafter, this measure, by its consuming enact- 
you down to the prostrate condition where you have, by| ment, shall settle down on all the free States of our coun- 
your own submission, placed yourselves. try, and, tithe after tithe, take away the protection of our 
























































Do not, my beloved countrymen, hope from your ad- 
versary, if you make this submission; do not, I implore 
of you, hope from him what his contempt for you, his 
regard for his own interest, and his unconquerable at- 
tachment to his own honor, must forever compel him to 
refuse. 

If you surrender to-day, you will never be brought 
back from your inglorious captivity until redeemed by| 
those whom, if you submit, you now desert; those who, 
in this hour of peril for the prosperity and glory of our) 
country, dare to stand up in this hall, and before this na-| 
tion, in defence of the rights of those men of industry and | 
perseverance, the great working community of our nation, | 
the whole free family of toil and diligence, in every State | 
in this Union: ay, sir, men whose labors, in peace, have| 
earned for us that prosperity, and whose bravery, in war, 
both by flood and field, has achieved and secured that| 
glory. 

Sir, indulge to me a few words concerning the cause 
which has brought this measure into this House, and 


labor, and the prosperity of our people; and, like the 
lean and hungry vision of the Egyptian monarch, swallow- 
ing up, year after year, the surplus of our former plenty; 
and still growing more and more gaunt and hungry: then 
when I meet, as I must meet, with the sons and daugh- 
ters of toil; when they, men, women, and children, gather 
around me, and, pale with overwork and scanty food, 
grasp my jand, and in the agony of their distress implore 
of me, who have sometimes been to them the messenger 
of good tidings, to tell them how they, or their fathers, 
have offended Heaven; or what, or who has brought 
upon them and their labors this wasting ruin, this ‘* pin- 
ing atrophy,” this living death, this dying life; shall I 
be silent, and let the rocks rebuke my apathy; or shall 
I cover over truth, and hide the name and the face 
of hidcous deeds, by glosing words, or fabricated tales; 
and earn, by this, the deep damnation merited by him 
who pzlters in his speech, and cheats the ear of anxious 
and imploring wretchedness! 

Sir, shall, I must, I cannot but say to them, you suf- 



























which, with a kind of convulsive hurry, is now rushing | fer not for your own or your father’s delinquency. You 
on with it through all the forms of legislation. I will then| have been put in the market, like the involuntary labor 
be silent, and, as Socrates did, drink the hemlock; first| of those regions where men are bought and sold. You 
of all imploring God to turn away from our country the|suffer this under a great political arrangement; not from 
evils and miseries prepared for it by this measure. If, | the irresistible power of men always adverse to the pros- 
for this act of outrage against our own prosperity, this|perity of your former condition; but from one in whom 
trampling under foot the munificence of Heaven, the cur-| you had placed your hope of continual, unyielding assist- 
rent of divine vengeance must be turned upon us, may|ance and defence; in whose hands and safe keeping you 
its consuming stream not reach those who have been de-| had deposited your ‘* most ancient and domestic” rights 
luded and deceived, or who may be ruined by the enact-| and interests; your treasurer, with whom you had garner- 
ment of this day; but if it reach any, may this retribution|ed up whatever of all things earthly you would make 
net pass over, and go beyond those who have brought] most safe, and where, as you believed, good faith would 
this delusion, this ruinous deception upon our country. {live on earth until she left the world. A man whose 

Sir, within our walls there is no practised or meditated | friends were our friends; whose adversaries were our 
artifice, no stratagem of legislation, intended to deceive. | foes; for whom we have toiled, and labored, and travail- 
We sit here, I trust, and am persuaded, in our deliberative |ed; our star in the west; our sun in the storm; our bow 
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of promise in the tempests of our times. He has been} point tvo distant. He feared, also, that in the interven. 
the hero of our tales; his deeds the argument of our dis-|ing time, by reason of the reduction being so gradual, 
comrse; his glory the song of our festivals. Whose, |there would be a large accumulation of surplus revenue 
whose name was ever so frequent in our flowing cups! in the treasury, the scramble for which was easily fore. 
Who, like him, ever sat with us at the great political ta-|seen; and the corrupting tendency of which must be ob. 
ble! We have together taken salt from the same stand, | vious to all. 
bread from the same basket; he has, with us, dipped the} Mr. F. also protested against the pledge which seemed 
political sop in the same dish; and now he has lifted up}to be contained in that part of the bill which provides 
his heel against us, and we are delivered into the hands|that ‘ the duties, as modified by this act, shall remain 
of our adversaries. These adversaries will never relent.|and continue to be collected” until June, 1842. We had 
Our lovely land must become a desolation. The labor}no power to bind our successors, and Mr. F. would not 
and wealth of the East must migrate to purchase and|bind his constituents, or even himself, by any such en. 
people the West. This is our only hope: There may be} gagement as that which is alleged to be thus implied. He 
a country for us on the waters of the great river. Those! had great difficulty in bringing his mind to the conclusion 
men, once our friends, who have left us to the ruthless|to vote for the bill, and he voted for it solely upon the 
power of our and their adversaries, may then meet us| ground of an adjustment of the agitating and distracting 
with the hand of kindness; and the father of the elder question which had brought this Union to the verge of 
American system, having parted with that to the States|dissolution. As a compromise, he considered it far short 
of the South, may thus have provided for the birth of alof what the South was entitled to; but he was prepared 
younger son, which those States may never be able to|to concede much; to make a willing sacrifice to preserve 
obtain. the union of these States, and to restore peace and liar. 
Mr. JENIFER, of Maryland, said that nothing but ne-| mony to the country. He had therefore expressed the 
cessity could induce him ever to differ from his honorable | opinion that this object could only be effected by a spirit 
friend from Rhode Island, [Mr. Bunexs,] young and in-| of mutual conciliation and concession, and it was by this 
experienced as he was, in comparison to that venerable spirit that he was now actuated. In pursuing this course, 
and high-minded gentleman. But he could not sit and|he had no doubt he represented truly the feelings and 
hear what he must denominate calumnious charges, opinions of his high-minded and patriotic constituents; but 
brought against an illustrious and honorable individual, to} he had no authority to pledge them to any future course 
whose course the gentleman had thought fic to allude.| of measures, nor would he do it. This bill he regarded 
Mr. J. should regret to the latest day of his life doing any jas an experiment; and if, in its operation, it should be 
thing to mar the harmony which seemed so happily about to} found to be defective, it will be subject, like all other 
prevail in that hall. But, believing that the individual | laws, to repeal or modification. 
referred to would be more immortalized by the very act Mr. DENNY said that he owed thanks to the gentle- 
which the gentleman had vilified, than by any other pub-| man from Georgia for the frank and candid expression of 
lic act of his bright and useful career, he was unable to| the sentiments which he had now given to the House. It 
remain in silence. Out of a regard to peace, and from} now appeared that this bill was considered by the South 
a respect to his venerable friend, he would forbear to ut-| as a mere experiment, which might or might not prove 
ter all that he felt at that moment. Suffice it to say, that} satisfactory on trial. And was that House to experiment 
as a personal, warm, and devoted friend of the individual} on the livelihood of millions of men? Were they to be 
assailed, he would not hear him charged with infamy w ith-| driven into the adoption of such a course by a faction ex- 
out rising in his place to repel the cruel and unmerited | isting in a single State? A gentleman from Kentucky, 
slander. whom it would not be parliamentary to name, had, out: f 
Mr. FOSTER said he did not belong to * the trading | benevolent feeling, proposed the present bill as a com- 
community” of which the gentleman from Rhode Island] promise of the existing duties between the North anc the 
{Mr. Burexs] had spoken. He had broken no bargains;|South. But did gentlemen from the South say that they 
he had made none; and he had therefore nothing to say in| would accept the bill as a compromise? Not atall. The 
reply to the two gentlemen who had preceded him. : | House had just heard one of those gentlemen declare that 
But Mr. F. rose to make an explanation, lest there} he considered the proposition as amere experiment. Had 
should appear some inconsistency in the vote he was] it been demonstrated to the House that the South would 
about to give. He had, last night, moved to strike from | accept the bill, and would rest satisfied with it? It had 
the bill a clause which he then considered unconstitu-| not. Let the House pass this bill, and next year U 
tional; but his motion was lost. Had he remained of the|Southern interest would come up and drive the House 
same opinion, that clause would compel him now to vote) from its position. Once give them the power, and every 
against the whole bill; but, on further examination, he| thing like compromise would depart forever. The Stat 
was satisfied he was mistaken. He had supposed that| which Mr. D. represented was to be the chief sufferer in 
the valuation of goods, on which the assessment of duties} this arrangement: it was sentenced to die. But was it 
was to be made after 1842, was to be regulated by the| certain that they should perish by so slow a death as this 
existing laws: and under our present system of appraise-| bill had provided for them? Was the Kentucky gentle- 
ments, there would inevitably be different rates of duties, | man able to restrain and hold down the fiery spirits of the 
not only in the ports of different States, but in the differ-| South? When they came to press the advocates of Ame- 
ent ports of the same State; thus destroying that unifor-] rican industry to the wall, would it be in the power of 
mity required by the constitution. But on amore atten-| that gentleman to hold back their fury, and rescue the 
tive perusal, Mr. F. found that the bill provided merely | manufacturing interest from their remorseless blow’ He 
for the assessment of the duties on the home value, as it | believed not. The bill did nothing more than to he Id out 
is called, leaving the regulations under which that assess-| to foreigners all that protection and encouragement which 
ment shall be made, to be hereafter prescribed by law. | ought to be reserved for our own citizens. If the object 
This, then, removed the constitutional objection. He, | was to compromise with foreigners, the British themselves 
however, was convinced, that whenever this system of} could propose no better terms to advance and secure their 


home valuation was attempted, it would be found im-|own prosperity. They would willingly take this bill, be- 
practicable. 


l 
I 
it 


oe et : . . . . ori 17 
Mr. F. said he had other objections which he would|the manufactures of our country. Its provisions would 
take the occasion to suggest. He considered the reduc-| give vitality and strength to their own industry; it woul 
a . 6 ; xe fe cot - O°. ‘ a | 
tion too slow, and the period for arriving at the revenue| diminish the members in their pauper houses; it would 
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make paupers in this country, by feeding the paupers of} tleman with whom he had associated himself. He had, 
Great Britain. The friends of the protective system had| however, the least reason of all to expect that among his 
little expected such a blow from the quarter from whence | bitterest assailants should be those for whom he had sacri- 
jtcame. From the hand of their avowed opponents they|ficed himself. Had it not been for the proud patriotism 
might have been prerared to meet it. If it came from| from which he had been led to choose a course that threw 
them, however it might prostrate the best interests of the} him into political association with the gentleman from 
country, it might be better borne; but it came with add-| Rhode Island and his friends, he would, at this day, have 
ed force from the hand of one who had been himself the} presided over the nation. When he had joined these new 
strongest advocate of the system. The American people} friends, Mr. D. had thought he did wrong, especially in 
bad not looked for any thing like this. They knew that] disobeying the expressed will of his own State; but time 
a bill to reduce the tariff had just passed, and they were) had proved the truth of all he had predicted, and the vote 
willing to wait another year to see what the effect of that} he gave had been justified by the people of the United 
bill would be; but this was not permitted them. They] States. Those who condemned him at the time, had since 
must here take their leave of the protecting policy. Its| been the loudest in his praise. As for himself, he owned 
knell sounded in this bill, and he had only to regret that) that he had seen his error, and so had many more. The 
the task had not fallen to abler hands of pronouncing its| present was not the first time that individual had saved 
funeral oration. The system of internal improvement was/the nation from destruction. And what was his crime 
also to be murdered; and where the devastation was to}now? He had saved the nation from the horrors of blood 
stop, who could tell? But one consolation still remained. | and slaughter—from all the ruthless cruelties of civil war. 
The country had its own relief in its own hands. Free-| This was his offence. He was charged with a coalition. 
men were not bound, like slaves, to work upon a planta-| It was not the first that had been laid to the charge of that 
tion all their lives, while their masters disposed of them] distinguished man. And whence had all his sufferings 
according to their pleasure. proceeded? From a coalition with that gentleman and his 
Mr. D. said he should have liked a greater opportunity | political associates. But did the gentleman expect that, 
of expressing his views of this measure; but no time was| because he had acted with them for atime, he must go 
allowed. The session was expiring, and the bill must be| with him to destroy the principles of this Government? 
passed. The manufacturers must be sacrificed without] He would find himself mistaken. It was possible for the 
even knowing for whose benefit it was to be done. One] wisest and the most faithful sometimes to wander from 
gentleman said that he took the bill as offering the best|the correct track, but, the first moment an opportunity 
terms he could get at present; but that he did not hold} presented itself, he would return. Mr. D. would ever 
himself bound, by so doing, not to endeavor to get terms| be for treating with the greatest kindness and indul- 
still better hereafter. There was one provision in this| gence a man who had been an original democrat. It had 
bill which ought to alarm every man that was interested| been twice proved that he acted properly in the vote he 
inthe American system. It proposed eventually to equal-| had given. The Sonth had seen and owned it. And what 
ize all duties, reducing them to twenty per cent. ad valo-| were they now told? That the whole slave labor of the 
rem. Here was deception on the very face of the bill. | southern section of the Union was to be united against the 
All ad valorem duties were necessarily deceptive. A spe-| free white labor of the Northern States. Did the gentle- 
cific duty was known; every body knew, at once, what} man suppose that there were no poor white laboring peo- 
they hadto pay; but ad valorem duties varied continually. | ple in the Southern States? There were as many as at the 
The bill laid a twenty per cent. duty on articles of all] North, at least in that part of the country where Mr. D. 
sorts, All sorts of mechanical work were to be brought} lived. How many were there in poor little Rhode Island, 
down to twenty per cent., while some of them were pro-/a State that a man might put into his breeches pocket? 
duced by machinery, and others not. ‘The same ma-| The House had been told that cattle were fed with fish 
chinery worked as well here as it did in Europe, and our}in Rhode Island. And what then did the people con- 
mechanics worked at as cheap arate; but to meet the}sume? Would one man eat as much as two or three cows? 
European, they must work on half wages, because the fo-| He presumed not. The gentleman had been telling the 
reign operative obtained half his living from the parish. | House what Rhode Island paid for five, six, or seven 
Where was the discrimination under such a bill? The] years past, for the support of Government. The gentle- 
owner of a cotton milJ, with his power looms, was to have | man had not the custom-house book to show. This show- 
a protection of twenty per cent. while the poor weaverjed the sophism the gentleman wished to play off on the 
who sat, from day to day, toiling at a hand loom, obtained} people of the United States. Why, what did the gentle- 
nomore. In England, such a man obtained the residue} man desire? Did he want the slaves of South Carolina to 
of his living out of the parish. Was this pauper system|be sold, that he might put the money into his pocket, or 
of England to be combined with the slave system of South] their masters and overseers only? 
Carolina, against the free labor of the United States?| The gentleman said that this bill was virtually an aban- 
Must American industry be thus nullified? Must the ma-/donment of the protective system. The bill allowed the 
nufacturers submit, and see all their workshops closed} manufacturers a little lifetime to come down to the point 
within ten years? Could it be expected that, with such a|to which all agreed that they must at last come, viz. to a 
prospect before them, those who now contemplated in-|revenue duty. How was it an abandonment of protec- 
vesting their capital would continue such a purpose? It} tion? He should think that any man, in seven years, with a 
could not. The moment the passage of this bill was an-| protection of sixty per cent., might make his fortune. 
nounced, the whole manufacturing enterprise of the coun-| What farmer made half as much? What farmer made 
try would at once be paralyzed. The emulation wouid| twenty per cent. upon his capital? No, he did not make 
be, who should wind up their affairs the soonest. As one/ten per cent., nor five either. But this bill was willing 
factory went down after another, the monopoly would|the manufacturers should enjoy their fifty or sixty per 
increase, from year to year, until, at length, a few over-|cent. until it was gradually reduced to a permanent tax 
grown establishments would be left standing in solitary} upon the people of the United States of twenty per cent. 
opulence, melancholy monuments in the wide-spread ruin. | for the support and encouragement of manufactures. It 
Mr. DANIEL said that he rose to perform a sacred duty | really seemed to Mr. D. that no man ought to raise his 
toa friend who had been wantonly and maliciously slan-| voice against it. It was a free gift—a mere gratuity. 
dered on the floor of that House. Whatever the past] What had the great West to do with manufactures? 
course of that individual might deserve, in the way of] What benefit was it to Kentucky that the tsanufacturers 
chastisement, he had most richly received from the gen-| of Rhode Island should get a bounty on their industry? 
Vou. IX.—113 
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They paid a million and a half into the treasury, and got} Union is dissatisfied. The constitution and Government 
about six or seven hundred thousand dollars out of it, by | would be by such doctrines subverted and overturned; it 
which they gained an annual loss of about seven hundred jcould not be preserved, and would not be worth it if it 
thousand dollars. Still they supported the tariff. They|could. Our Union would be a rope of sand, a cobweb 
supported it because they supposed it was for the benefit}to be broken by every breeze. Until South Carolina, 
of the country. They were not willing, however, to|therefore, repealed her ordinance, and laid down her wea- 
press the system to the separation of the Union. Rather/|pons of rebellion, he, for one, was opposed to all legisla. 
than such should be the result, they were ready to aban-|tion on this subject. But this objection out of the way, 
den it aitogether. He did not believe that one-fifth of|and no sufficient or even plausible reason had been as. 
the people of the nation would give up the Union to save |signed for ** posting with such dexterity” to the repeal of 
the tariff. The individual who had recommended this|our own deliberate act. What were the reasons assigned? 
compromise had acted on other principles. He chose ra-}Sum them all up, and they were embraced under three 
ther to retire than to remain in public life at any such {heads: 1. To reduce the revenue; 2. To reduce taxation; 
cost. He did not seek any office. Mr. D. trusted the}jand, 3. To appease the nullifiers. That the act of the 
people of this country would ever continue to remember j last session would produce too much revenue, was ay as. 
him as having proved their political saviour at the twoj|sumption, he said, unsupported by evidence. The act 
greatest crises the nation has yet known. Who had it|has not yet gone into operation. Noone could say what 
been that had saved the country when the Missouri ques-| was to be its effect upon the revenue. He believed that, 
tion threatened to rend the Union; and who had now |instead of a surplus, there would be a deficiency of re. 
saved it from war and bloodshed? The same individwal|venue. There is no surplus now, we all know. That 
had effected both these deliverances. And who, he would|there would bea surplus hereafter, no one could foretell. 
add, had carried the land bill through the other House?} his argument, therefore, rested upon the assumption 
Who but the man so wantonly abused by the gentleman jof a fact that had no existence now, and which, in his 
from Rhode Island? Mr. Dé concluded by demanding the jopinion, would have no existence hereafter—a fact not 
previous question. | proved, and incapable of proof. The second argument 

He withdrew the motion, however, at the request of j|rested entirely upon the validity of the first. If the first 

Mr. BURGES, who apologized for detaining the House | failed, as he thought it must, the second, resting upon it, 
for any reply, and said, the gentleman from Kentucky has | failed of course. For if there was no surplus revenue, 
reproached me for what I have said in allusion to a distin-}no one would contend for a reduction of duties. If the 
guished gentleman of his State. Let me say, concerning | revenue was necessary, of course the duties were also ne- 
that reproach, that ancient wisdom has told us, ‘‘ The re-|cessary. This argument, therefore, went for nothing. 
buke of a man of one character is better than the song of} As to the third and last, (the satisfaction of the nullifiers,) 
a character very different;” and I will leave it to the na-| he had given his reasons for opposing any change of the 
tion to determine whether the character of the distin-|law on this ground; but if it was proper to yield to the 
guished individual of the West may not brighten on the |demands of the nullifiers, this law will not answer the 
page of history under my rebuke, when the culogy ofthe! purpose. The nullifying ordinance expressly declares 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Danzer] would render |that they will be satisfied with nothing short of a total 
that character infamous. I will not reply to what he has/abandonment of the protective principle; and we are told 
said of Rhode Island: it is all neither more nor less than|on all hands that nothing of this kind is contemplated by 
the bray, without the inspiration of a philosopher of the}the bill. Thus you fail to satisfy the nullifiers; you de- 
same family which once reproved a prophet of antiquity. |stroy your manufactures; lay waste a large portion of your 

Mr. STEWART said that he was opposed to all fur-|country; paralyze and prostrate your industry in the fields 
ther legislation, at this time, on the subject of the tariff. [and in the workshops, render unhappy and discontented, 


This Congress had already acted upon the subject. We/if not hostile to your legislation, more than one-half of 


have passed one law, and are finclus officio. If the act of| your people now contented and prosperous, and you sa 
the last session, passed with so much unanimity as a final)tisfy nobody. A measure of such universal operation, 
adjustment of this vexed question, is again to be disturb-/affecting the labor of the whole nation, and visiting the 
ed, Iet it be by other hands—let us not be driven by aj fireside of every man, even in the remotest hamlet of our 
handful of nullifiers into a repeal of our own Icgislation| country; such a measure, supported by such reasons, he 
before it has gone into effect, and before any one can/thought, could never meet the approbation of the Ame- 
foresee whether its operation is to be beneficial or inju-jrican people. Even the enemies of protection in the 
rious. If we degrade ourselves by such an act of incon-| South friendly to the Union were decidedly opposed to 
sistency, the world can assign but one reason for our! any reduction of the tariff under existing circumstances. 
course, and that will be, that a majority of two to one} Their opinions to this effect were published to the world. 
have been compelled to surrender their own deliberate | ‘The editor of the ** Charleston Patriot,’’ a leading Union 
judgment to the threats of a few nullifiers, thereby re-| paper in South Carolina, says: 

cognising and establishing nullification, not only as a} ‘*'The Mercury charges the Union presses in this city 
peaceable, but as an efficient and constitutional remedy, | with insincerity, because they do not advocate an imme- 
proclaiming to the world that the United States is not ajdiate repeal of the tariff, with the ordinance hanging as 
Government, but a thing to be governed by the passions, |an instrument of violence and menace over the delibera- 
whims, and caprices of each and every State in this Union. |tions of the National Legislature. We should be sorry to 
What, sir, is our present position? Last session we pass-/lend ourselves to any such purpose of coercion, in this 
ed a tariff, as a final compromise and settlement of the | land of liberty. Our Legislature must deliberate and ce- 
question. South Carolina was dissatisfied, and she has|cide without means and instruments of intimidation. The 
nullified it; she says her will, and not that of the Union, | example would be fatal--the precedent destructive of all 
shall govern. The President says the law shall be exc-} good government, if Congress should legislate with an 
cuted, and South Carolina shall submit--we join the nul-| edict of nullification suspended over their heads. We care 
lifiers, repeal the law, and South Carolina triumphs;|not how soon after the removal of this act Congress cn- 
Rhode Island, or some other State voting against the re-| rage in the reduction of the tariff. But we are not such 
pealing act, next nullifies, puts herself on her sovereign-| ‘incendiaries’ as to wish the constituted authorities to act 
ty, demands the repeal of this law; and, upon the autho-|under an impulse of fear from factious measures, which 
rity of the precedent now established, you must again|are not the less factious from being organized.” 

repeal this act, and so on, as long as any State in the] The British alone would be benefited by the passage 
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of this bill. They could not now repress their exultation | have your left leg cut off the first day, your right leg the 
at the prospect of being enabled to crush our rising ma-| second, your left arm the third, your right arm the fourth, 
nufactures, from which they had so much to apprehend. | and your head the fifth; or, if you prefer, we will begin 
Their presses were breaking forth in raptures on the| with the head. Would he hesitate? No. He would say, 
subject, of which the following was a specimen, from the} begin with the head. But this system could not die; it 
York (Upper Canada) Reporter, of January 25: would survive, and, like the Phoenix from its ashes, it 
«“ Triumph of South Carolina, and submission of the| would rise stronger and brighter from the blow, and go 
manufacturing States.—We copy an article from the|forth with healing in its wings—with new energy and 
Commercial Advertiser of the 12th instant, from which | power, spreading gladness and prosperity far and wide 
it is apparent how mattersare to be settled. The tariff is} over the land; but if destroyed by this secret, silent, gra- 
to be reduced to meet the views of the South Carolinians, |dual process, it might never recover. The destruction 
and thus is the whole of the United States to be thrown} would be the more certain, fatal, and ruinous, from hav- 
open to European manufactures, upon equitable terms. jing been protracted and concealed. 4 
Much rejoicing will be in England upon this account, as} Mr. S. said he would not trespass long on the time of 
wellthere may. We shall forever fix a high value upon |the House, but begged its indulgence to say a few words 
the Southern character; it has been displayed in a ight/as to the practical operation of this measure upon the 
to command respect and admiration; and their struggle }revenue, the capital, the currency, and the labor of the 
for justice has been crowned with the success such manly |country. We have had calculations upon calculations, 
efforts seldom fail to achieve.” jfrom the treasury, from the committee, and from gen- 
But even if legislation on the subject of the tariff was|tlemen on all sides, predicated upon the strange and 
at this time necessary, which, however, he utterly denied, | false assumption that an indiscriminate reduction of duties 
the plan proposed, of a gradual reduction of duties, was|upon all articles, protected and unprotected, whether 
the very worst, and especially this blind and indiscrimi-|produced at home or abroad, was to be followed, as a 
nate reduction upon all articles alike, protected and un-| matter ofcourse, by a corresponding reduction of revenue, 
protected, without inquiring whether they would or would | Was not the mere statement of the proposition sufficient 
not bear further reduction, whether it would or would !to show its fallacy? Who was so blind as not to see at 
not destroy our manufactures, whether it would or would /a single glance, that to reduce the duties on articles now 
not increase revenue by increasing imports. He was op-/supplied entirely at home, so as tocheck the home pro- 
posed to thus applying the bed of Procrustes to the tariff, , duction, and let in the supply from abroad, would, instead 
stretching out or lopping off every thing by the same of diminishing, greatly increase the revenue? The duties 
measure, right or wrong. The effect of this indiscrimi-|on many articles are now so high as to wholly exclude 
nate, hasty, panic-struck legislation, was to ruin the|their importation from abroad, and norevenue whatever 
country, to lay its industry prostrate at the footstool of|is received. Reduce the duties one-half, and import half 
British power. Undersucha system, every thing would! your supply from abroad, and will you not, by this reduc- 
be sacrificed in the end. Rather let the blow be boldly|tion of duties, add millions to your revenue? Who 
struck at once; let the people sec and know whence it/would deny it? And yet it is assumed as an axiom, that 
comes, and who gives it. He preferred this toa secret, |reduction of duties will of course be followed by a cor- 
silent, insidious, and gradual system of destruction, un-|responding reduction of revenue! To illustrate the ar- 
dermining and sapping the foundations of the national |gument—Suppose the duties on shoes, hats, cotton, and 
prosperity, producing desolation, decay, and death, by} wool, and woollen and cotton goods, now average fifty 
slow poison, administered in ** broken doses.” Offer this|per cent. (about the fact,) and that, with the existing 
dose of destruction naked and undisguised—tell the peo-} protection, we now manufacture and produce for home 
ple what it is—force them to take it if you can--and they | consumption one hundred and twenty millions of dollars 
will throw it back upon you. Repeal the tariff, and you | worth of these articles, which was short of the amount: 
will find a recuperative energy in the people, which will suppose you reduce these duties, as is now proposed, from 
rise up, and cast off your unjust and injurious legislation. | fifty to twenty five per cent., and thereby destroy one-half 
You can never destroy protection by direct means, but it | of this home production, and import it from abroad, what 
may be undermined and destroyed by some such secret/is the consequence? ‘This addition of sixty millions to 
plan of operation as this. Repeal the tariff, and the re-} your imports, under this reduced duty of twenty-five per 
medy is at hand; it would be found in the ballot boxes at|cent., will add exactly fifteen millions of dollars annually 
the very first election. The sovereign people will take | to the amount of revenue; yet we are told by the Secre- 
care of themselves, they will look to the yeas and nays, |tary of the Treasury and the Committee of Ways and 
and distinguish between their true friends and the ‘dough | Means, that inasmuch as the duties now derived from the 
faces,” and soon again be erect in their true American|importation of the abovementioned articles amount to 
position. ‘twelve millions of dollars a year, under a duty of fifty per 
When this scheme of reduction runs down to its lowest! cent., by reducing the duties to twenty-five per cent., the 
point, there will not remain in the whole tariff a single revenue will be reduced to six millions: assuming to be 
protecting duty. Every thing will be reduced to a com-| true what every body knows to be false, that we would 
mon revenue standard. All now see and admit that our import no more wool and woollens, cotten goods, hats, 
manufactures are maintaining a doubtful struggle with |shoes, &c. under a duty of twenty-five, than we now do 
foreigners for the American markets, aided by protecting under a duty of fifty per cent. It was passing strange that 
duties of forty, fifty, and sixty per cent.; this being the intelligent men could dleceive themselves or expect to de- 
case, who will pretend that they can stand when these |ceive others by such fallacious statements; he would not 
duties are reduced to fifteen and twenty percent.’ Pro-|follow further this fundamental fallacy upon which this 
tection will be gone, completely gone; not a vestige will} measare rested entirely for iis support, for it was ¢cm- 
be left: and so far as manufactures are concerned, when |phaticaily a measure to reduce the revenue to the wants 
you sink below the point of protection, it is immaterial of the Government. But in its practical results the op- 
tothem whether you stop at twenty or at five per cent.;!posite would be its effect; instead of diminishing, it would 
it becomes a mere question of revenue—protection has increase the revenue on protected, though it would di- 
nothing to do with it. The proposition contained in this minish it on unprotected articles. We now import from 
bill is simply this: you say to the manufacturer you must Liverpool more than a million bushels of coal, paying 
die=-this is settled—but, as 2 matter of favor, we will s:x cents duty; reduce the duty o1 e-half, and the import 
allow you to live five days, provided you will cousent to will exceed five millions next year; thus, by reducing 

















































ig a aw Pe 
. S 


ame Seepage ree g 
2 aoe aes ss , 


cae 


1799 


H. or R.] 


the duty one-half, youmore than double the revenue on 
coal, and such would be the effect in all similar cases. 
Hence he had always contended, and still maintained, 
that the reverse of the course proposed was the true 
plan of reducing the revenue, and advancing the inde- 
pendence and prosperity of the country. That, instead 
of gradually reducing duties, and thereby increasing im- 
ports, and, consequently, revenue, the true system was 
to gradually increase duties at the rate of one or two per 
cent. per annum, on articles which we can and ought to 
manufacture, until we supply ourselves, when the reve- 
nue on these articles would entirely cease: for instance, 
in 1831, the revenue on woollen and cotton goods alone 
exceeded ten millions; by gradually increasing the du- 
ties, you would stimulate capital to go to work, and you 
would soon not only save the twenty-eight millions of 
dollars sent abroad to purchase these articles, but cut off 
the ten millions of revenue derived from these imports. 
Whereas, by reducing the duties as now proposed, you 
will not only destroy your own manufactures, but be 
obliged to send abroad fifty-six millions of dollars a year, 
instead of twenty-eight, to pay for cotton and woollen 
goods, and also increase the revenue, on ,this article 
alone, more than five millions of dollars per annum. 

He would now say a word or two as to the effect of 
this system upon capital. As to capital already invested, 
its effect would be immediate destruction to all small 
and young establishments; the large and wealthy capi- 
talists might, by pressing down the wages of labor, and 
the price of agricultural produce, manage to live till they 
could turn their capital to something else; but as to the 
capital afloat, what dollar, under this system of gradual, 
but certain destruction, would ever go into manufactures? 
Not adollar. The further progress of capital in this di- 
rection would come at once toa full stop. Under this 
bill, or any other based upon similar principles, manu- 
facturing would soon be atanend. Seeing nothing but 
final destruction before them, those who were out would 


keep out of the business, and those who were in would| 


get out as fast as they could, and no one would be willing 
to take their place. 

It is a received theory that high protecting duties ope- 
rate for the benefit of moneyed capitalists, and to the pre- 
judice of the laboring and agricultural portions of the 
community. Such is the theory, but the practical opera- 
tion of the system is exactly the reverse. The great 


effect of the tariff is to benefit the poor man—it is empha- | 


tically the poor man’s law; it is a law to benefit labor, whe- 
ther employed in the fields or inthe workshops. The 
wages of laborand the price‘of agricultural produce, which 
together constituted the foundation of the national pros- 
perity, would prosper or decline precisely as the protec- 
tion afforded to the national industry was increased or 
diminished. This was as susceptible of demonstration as 
any problem in Euclid. ‘There isa perpetual contest ex- 
isting between the labor of our own and foreign countries; 
and those who can work cheapest will have the market, 
unless we interpose to give our own labor the preference, 
by imposing discriminating duties and taxes upon foreign 
productions, which taxes the foreigner must pay for the 
privilege of selling in our markets. This must be the 
case so long as competition is between the foreign and 
American producers; but when the foreigner is conquer- 
ed and driven out, then a new contest springs up between 
the American manufacturers, and from that moment this 
new struggle will reduce the price by increasing capital, 
skill, economy, and machinery, to a point greatly below 
what it had ever been before. 

Such was, and always would be, the practical operation 
of protection upon the industry of the country; the effect 
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portion to the amount of the protection afforded. Sup- 
pose you reduce the duties as proposed, who would it 
first affect? Not the rich, not the capitalists, but the poor, 
the laborers of the country. The effect would be to grind 
down the wages of laborers employed in your facto- 
ries, your fields, and your workshops. ‘This would be 
the practical operation of the measure, and no man of 
common sense or common observation could doubt it. 
The capitalist would go to his factory and turn his key; to 
his operatives he would say, ‘‘ I cannot work at a loss, | 
must turn my capital to something else, or vest it in stocks: 
you know that it is with the utmost difficulty I can main- 
tain the competition under the present duties of 50 per 
cent. Congress have now reduced my protection one. 
half, you must therefore make a corresponding reduction 
in your wages, or go idle.”? To the farmer he would say, 
**you must make a like reduction on your wool and bread 
stuffs,’ to the mechanic, ‘* you must fall in the same pro 
portion;” to one, ** you must be without employment,” 
and to the other, ** you must be without a market for 
your produce.” What is the alternative? To submit o 
starve, take half or nothing. The laborer must take 25 
instead of 50 centsa day. The farmer must take 15 in- 
stead of 50 cents for his wool, 50 cents instead of a dollar 
for his wheat, or it mustrot on hishands. Thus the evils 
of your legislation will fall upon the poor and dependent, 
and upon the farmers of the country; wealthy capitalisis 
could take care of themselves; and it was for gentlemen 
representing farmers and mechanics to say whether they 
were prepared to strike such a blow, to gratify British 
cupidity and Southern rebellion. 

Weare told that the protective system is a system of 
monopoly, calculated to make ‘* the rich richer, and the 
poor poorer.” If the proposition were reversed, it would 
be much nearer the truth. The destruction of this sys- 
tem would not only reduce the laborer of this country toa 
level with the paupers of England, and the serfs and 
slaves of Russia and the Indies, but the money of our coun- 
try being exported to pay for foreign imports, the laborer 
having lost his accustomed employment, and compelled 
to work for sixpence a day, what would become of thic 
|poor man, and of every man in debt? Their property 
| would be sacrificed for little or nothing, and bought up, 
by whom? By the rich, who alone could purchase. This 
was no fancy sketch; for the reality of it, it was only ne- 
|cessary to refer to the heart-rending scenes of ruin and 
|distress that followed the reduction of the tariff in 1816. 
| Upon this subject, Mr. S. said, there was another theo- 
iry, adopted too generally by the friends as well as enemies 
\of the tariff; atheory quite as false as the one to which 
ihe had just adverted. He meant the theory which as 
|serted that duties were taxes imposed upon and paid by 
the consumers. This he denied. Wherever, he said, 
tne duty had produced an increase of price, this was 
itrue; but in no other case. With regard to articles not 
produced or manufactured in the country, this theory 
might be generally correct; though he believed experi 
‘ence had not proved that a reduction of duty even upon 
|non-protected articles had always been followed by a cor- 
responding reduction of price. But where duties had 
|been increased on articles extensively manufactured at 
jhome, and where the price was regulated and established 
iby home competition, an increase of price had never fol- 
\lowed an increase of duty. He made the general asser- 
ition, and he made it without fear of contradiction; not a 
single instance Could be cited to the contrary. On the 
other hand, the prices had been generally reduced by the 
increase of capital and skill, and the increased quantity 
jof the articles made and thrown into the market. Duties, 
|in the first instance, all know, are levied on foreign goods, 


was to increase our national independence and national jand are paid by the importer. If the price of these goods 
wealth; to give the preference to our own over foreign|is not increased in consequence of the increase of the duty, 
Jabor, and that preference would always be in exact pro-|then it is clear the consumer pays nothing, and the duty 
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fallsen. ‘yon the foreign manufacturer, who deducts it 


from his ,Tofits, and pays it into our treasury for the pri- 
vilege of selling it in our market. This is universally the 
case where American competition has established an Ame- 
rican price, which price regulates the market for all. 
To illustrate this operation, he would present a statement 
which had just been furnished by a gentleman then in the 
hall, who was an old and extensive importer of British 
iron, residing in this District. From his correspondence 
with his agent in Liverpool, it appears that, shortly after 
the addition of seven dollars per ton on bar iron, in 1828, 
he wrote that he was obliged to pay this duty, and could 
not get acent more for his iron; that, consequently, the 
price must be reduced, or he must cease to purchase. 
In a short time the price of iron was reduced in Liver- 
pool to the full amount of the increase of duty, and so it 
continued till the 22d of December last, when his agent 
wrote to him that, in consequence of the reduction of the 
duties on iron by the act of July last, the price of iron had 
risen five dollars per ton, and would soon be up to the 
full amount of the reduction of the duty, and thus the 
price of the iron here would remain the same as before 
the duty was taken off. Who, then, paid the seven dol- 
lars added to the duty on iron in 1828? The consumers? 


No! The British manufacturer paid it, and took it from| 


his profits. And who is benefited by the reduction of 
seven dollars in 1852? The consumer? No! The Bri- 
tish manufacturer, who puts it in his pocket instead of 
your treasury. The consumer still pays the same price; 
the market price established by the American manu- 
facturers. And what was true as to iron, was true as 
to woollen and cotton goods, and every thing else ex- 
tensively manufactured here. <A reduction of duties on 
these articles was not followed by a reduction of price. 
It was, in fact, a reduction of duties levied upon and paid 
by foreigners for the privilege of sclling their productions 
in our markets. This was, he contended, the plain and 
practical operation of the tariff, be the theory what it might. 


But, Mr. S. said, after all, he believed one of the great-| 


est sources of mischief and injury to the industry of the 
nation arose from the fickle, changing, and unsteady 
course of legislation on the subject of the tariff. No man 
knew when he was safe. One day we grant protection, 
und the next day we take itaway. Buta few months ago 
we passed a law which was understood to be a final com- 
promise and settlement of the question. With this expec- 
tation millions of capital had been invested, extensive 
establishments had been bought and sold; and now 
the faith of your laws is to be violated, these men are 
to be ruined, every thing again involved in doubt and 
uncertainty, to gratify a few Southern malcontents. By 
what system of morality were gentlemen governed? Up- 
on what principle of common justice could such a course 
be defended? You have no right to alter a law under the 
faith of which rights have been vested, because it is in 
the nature of a contract which isinviolable. Suppose the 
reasons of the acts of 1824 and 1828 had been set forth 
thus in the preamble: ‘* Whereas large amounts of capi- 
tal have been invested in manufactures; and whereas the 


prosperity and independence of these United States would | 


be advanced by still further investments: Therefore, be it 


enacted, that the following duties be, and the same are| 


hereby, imposed,” &c. Would not such a preamble truly 
State the reasons which influenced those who advocated 
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induced to vest their private fortunes? In strict Jaw there 
might be a distinction, but in morality and justice there 
was none. 

Mr. S. said he would not trespass longer on the time 
and attention of the House, but he did hope that gentle- 
men would not be so soon driven from the act of the last 
session by a few disappointed and ambitious men in the 
South—men who seemed determined to rule or ruin the 
country. ‘To yield to their dictation would not only be 
disgraceful, but ruinous in the extreme. These people 
of the South have already been spoiled by indulgence; 
jthey cannot bear to see any prosper but themselves. 
What has been their course, and what has brought about 
the present alarming and unhappy state of things? Let 
us go back a few years and inquire. Let us see how 
|Southern jealousy has operated, and how it has been in- 
idulged. Having, by non-intercourse, embargoes, and 
war, broken up the navigation of the North, and com- 
| pelled them to turn their capital and industry to manufac- 
tures, they next determine to break down manufactures; 
and, to accomplish this, what is the plan? First, to hasten 
ithe payment of the public debt, and then to repeal the 
| duties, as no longer necessary. And how is the payment 
|of the debt to be hastened? First, internal improvements 





|must be arrested to swell the annual surplus applicable to 
the payment of the debt. They are indulged in this, and 
internal improvements have been arrested. Next, the 
lact limiting the sinking fund to ten millions a vear must 
|be repealed, and this was also done. Next, the United 
iStates Bank, being suspected of affording capital and 
lother facilities to the manufacturing States, must be put 
down also. They were again indulged last session. The 
i tariff was attacked, and reduced six or eight millions; but, 
like spoiled children, they grow worse from indulgence. 
They now demand that the protective principle shall be 
utterly abandoned, and the whole people of the Northern 
and Middle States sacrificed at once, or they will dissolve 
the Union! Grant this, and next we must elect a Presi- 
dent south of the Potomac, or we shall have another nul- 
lifying ordinance—more threats of civil war and blood- 
ished; and where was this system of concession to end? 
It would end only when all political power was surrender- 
ed to the South, and the free people of the Northern and 
| Middle States reduced to a condition more miserable and 
| degraded than that of the Southern slave. It was time to 
stop and tell these gentlemen plainly that we will go no 
further, and to play out their game of nullification and 
civil war if they dare—civil war! Where is it to be? and 
who is to suffer by it? It will be confined to South Caro- 
lina. It will be a war between her own people, the union 
men and nullifiers, and the former would be able to put 
{down the latter with little or no aid from the Federal Go- 
}vernment. But why should we of the Northern and Mid- 
dle States sacrifice our people by repealing the tariff to 
prevent these madmen of South Carolina from cutting 
leach other’s throats? But there was no danger; they 
|were not rash and crazy enough to do so. There can 
{be no war in the North; it would be entirely a Southern 
laffair. ‘They would have all the glory and all the suffer- 
ings of this war among themselves. All would commi- 
|serate and none envy their condition under this glorious 
reign of nullification. ; 

} Pass this bill, and you will still fail to settle this ques- 
Ition. ‘The act of concession, passed in July, it was then 











and voted for these laws? No one could doubt it who|said, would satisfy the South, and harmonize the coun- 
would read the contemporaneous debates. How, then, |try. Has this been accomplished? No; it has but mul- 
after millions upon millions of private capital had been |tiplied their demands, and aggravated the evil. ‘* Ine 
vested upon the faith of these laws, could gentlemen who|crease of appetite has grown by what it fed on.” You 
had voted for them now vote for their repeal, and thus| gave up one-half, and now they demand the whole. 
sacrifice and destroy those whom they had thus betrayed? | ‘They have nothing to lose, and every thing to gain, by this 
As far as good conscience and sound morality were con-| plan of annual compromise and concession; and as long as 
cerned, would they not be quite as justifiable in voting to| we continue to give, they will not cease to ask. Let the 


alter or repeal a charter under which individuals had been} friends of protection remember that what is once given 
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up, is gone for ever. ‘* Facilis descensus verni, sed re-|this ruin upon us.” I will redeem myself from this re- 
vocare gradum hie labor hoe est.” Some gentlemen, | proach, said Mr. S., by voting against this unjust and in- 
however, indulge the hope that whatever is now surren-| jurious measure. 
dered, will be recovered hereafter. This, he feared,| Mr. SUTHERLAND next addressed the House, and 
was a vain hope. But why pass an act destructive to the| put it to all who heard him, whether a bill presented in 
best interests of the country, with the hope that those|the manner, and under the circumstances that this had 
who come after us will repeal it? Will such an excuse} been, ought to pass. It was out of all reason. It was 
as this satisfy our constituents? Will it satisfy our own] against the course of all legislation. The ink was hardly 
convictions of public duty? But we are told by others/dry with which a bill had been engrossed, and passed at 
that our successors will do worse; that they will destroy] the last session, settling this very question, and settling it 
the whole system; that they will entirely repeal the act of| by compromise. Would the House be doing justice to 
1832. Weare therefore called upon to destroy this act, | those who had relied upon that act, so soon to overturn 
to murder our own offspring, lest it might pevteh by other} what had been so {deliberately resolved upon—a law 
hands; to cut our own throats, to prevent others from do-| which had commanded the votes of two-thirds of that 
ing it. ‘* Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.” Let} House, and two-thirds of the Senate? But he was told 
us live while we can. Ifthe country must be destroyed, | that the bill must pass, because a spirit of opposition had 
let the sin rest upon other heads. Let us do right, and| appeared in South Carolina, and was running through all 
leave the responsibility of doing wrong to others. He,|the Southern country, which nothing could allay but the 
however, had no such fears. He was willing to trust the| passage of sucha bill. On that subject he must be al- 
next Congress, coming fresh from among the people, and| lowed one word of reply. He asked, where did this whole 
full of their feeling, with this subject. He had no doubt} protecting system come from? With whom did it origi. 
it would be safe in their hands, when the excitement and| nate? Where was it born? The system was started in 
panic which now prevailed will have passed away. Un-|South Carolina. It had originated in the early days of 
der existing circumstances, to pass this bill would be to| this Government, and it had been sustained in Virginia, 
establish the principle that the minority are to rule the|}by one of the ablest statesmen that ever graced that 
majority, and thus subvert the very foundation of our Go-| proud and ancient commonwealth. He meant Thomas 
vernment. When this doctrine is once sanctioned, the| Jefferson. Yes, it was Mr. Jefferson, who had given it 
Government is at an end, the Union is repealed, our li-| his most ‘decided sanction. He had appeared in his na- 
berties are gone. Torepeal the tariff, in obedience to the/tive State, on our great national anniversary, in 1808, 
commands of South Carolina, while she holds her nullify-| dressed from head to foot in homespun. Al! the milita- 
ing ordinance in one hand, and the drawn sword in the| ry, horse and foot, had paraded in uniforms of American 
other, would go far to establish this pernicious principle. | manufacture. And the reverend clergy were clad in the 
He was, therefore, for this reason alone, if no other ex-|same. And so entirely was the system approved of, that 
isted, opposed to all legislation at this time. If, after re-| prayers were offered up on that occasion for its mainte- 
sistance to the law has ceased, it is deemed expedient to| nance and perpetuity. This House was asked to repeal 
modify it, be it so; but he was opposed to legislation un-|the protective system, although the very people who 
der threats, or by compulsion. A better opportunity} brought the system into being, now declared it to be un- 
never could occur of putting down, without difficulty, | constitutional: and although there had not lived scarce 
and without bloodshed, resistance to the law. South Ca-!a distinguished man, since the revolution, who had not 
rolina not only stands alone in her attempt to nullify, but] been, or was not now, the approver and advocate of the 
even her own people are almost equally divided on the| American system, and its constitutionality. It had been 
question. Serious resistance is, therefore, out of the}a member from South Carolina, a Mr. Burke, who had 
question. Let this insurrection, then, be put down, and/ first proposed in that House a protecting duty upon hemp, 
we will be troubled no more with the absurdity of nulli-| to enable the people of his State to raise that commodity 
fication. But establish it asa ‘* peaceable remedy,” by|upon their rice grounds. With this view the duty had 
yielding to its demands at this time, and hereafter, when| been imposed. ‘The same individual had then asked a 
it has acquired more strength from victory, enlarged its| protecting duty upon indigo, all for the benefit of his 
alliances, and multiplied its friends and followers, it will] State and the South; and this duty had, in like manner, 
make an attack which may end in civil war, in revolution, | been laid on. But now, South Carolina had discovered 
and in the dismemberment and destruction of this happy} that every protecting duty was a flagrant and alarming 
Government, with all its hopes and all its glorious pro-| violation of the constitution. 
mises to mankind. “ We think our fathers fools~-so wise we grow; 

But, sir, if this precedent is to be now established by No doubt our wiser sons will think us so.” 
yielding to the demands of nullification; if the constitu- 
tion and laws of this Union are to be cancelled by the 
South Carolina ordinance; if the legislation of Congress 
is to be repealed at the pleasure of every State in the} whole system, which address had been unanimously adopt- 
Union; if our Government, established at the expense of] ed, by men who were themselves the fathers of our revo- 
so much blood and treasure, is thus to be overthrown and/lution. Southern gentlemen might rave as they would. 
destroyed, I, for one, said Mr. S., shall escape the sin | The constitutionality of that system stood beyond their 
and the reproach, by voting against this bill. If, sir, the} power. In a debate which had taken place in the first 
effect of the adoption of this measure shall be (as he | Congress, as to the duty proper to be laid upon tobacco, 
firinly believed it would) to sap the foundations of the} the celebrated Roger Sherman, a member from Connec- 
national prosperity, destroy millions of capital, and throw} ticut, had proposed to lay sixpence a pound on that art- 
thousands of industrious people out of employment; ifits|cle, avowedly as a prohibition. ‘This was carrying pro- 
effects should be to reduce to the level of the paupers| tection to its extreme; and had a single Southern man so 
of England the free and now prosperous labor of the} much as whispered an objection? Not one. Why should 
country, to grind down alike the wages of the farmer] the law be altered now? Protection was as constitutional 
and mechanic, to exhaust our currency, and spread po-/at this day as it had been at that day. 
verty, wretchedness, and ruin, far and wide over this} In 1808, the whole capital and enterprise of New Eng- 
now prosperous and happy land, his constituents, to|land had been mainly engaged in commerce. The can- 
whom he was so much indebted, should never have it in| vass of New England ships whitened every sea. But Con- 
their power to say to him—** You contributed to bring] gress, to oblige the South, had passed a law which drove 


At the first session of the first Congress, one of the 
signers of the constitution had offered an address to 
George Washington, as being the devoted friend to the 
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that capital from the ocean, and compelled that enter-/upon the American system. It dwelt in eloquent and for- 
prise to turn itself into the new channel of manufactures. | cible language on the multiplied and widely extended be- 
The whole state of that part of the Union had been revo-| nefits which that system had conferred upon the United 
lutionized. States. It spoke of villages and cities grown up, as if by 
. And now, when capital had invested itself in buildings} enchantment: of mills and factories, of roads and canals, 
and machinery, which could not be abandoned without} anda thousand works of improvement in every form. 
ruin, the men of the South came to that House, and in-| And, after dwelling with enthusiasm on the internal pros- 
sisted on driving the whole of that capital back to the/perity and growing strength of our country, it attributed 
sea again. Where were the pledges to the manufacturers | the whole, in a very important degree, to the wise policy 
which had been so solemnly given? Or what pledge| of protecting our own industry, and making the most of 
were they now to reccive that the whole legislation of the} our own resources. Could it be that a bill which went 
country would not continue to experience these ruinous] slowly but surely to destroy the system, should have been 
fluctuations? Did any gentleman talk to him of a pledge} brought into Congress by that same individual? It struck 
here in this bill? What did it amount to? Every body|him with amazement. It would strike the whole country 
knew that the protective system had received the most de-| with astonishment. He did not believe there was a single 
cided support of this Government. Mr. Jefferson him- man in his district, who had so much as dreamed of such 
self, in the last message he ever addressed to Congress, |a thing. A gentleman had said, that by this bill the ma- 
had avowed himself to be in favor, not only of protection, | nufacturers were ‘‘ cheered” with the prospect of a con- 
but of carrying protection to prohibition. That distin-| tinued protection for seven years tocome. Cheered! The 
guished man, now quoted with an air of triumph by the) bill gave them the prospect of lingering out a wretched, 
nullifiers of the South, had, upon the subject of the ta-| doomed, dying existence for seven years to come. Was 
riff, set his face against nullification. He had recommend-; this to cheer them? It was the very worst part of the mea- 
ed protection—he had advised prohibition. | sure proposed. If South Carolina must be gratified at all 
Mr. S. said that he had lately examined into what had} hazards, and at ali expense, let the wide-spreading tree of 
taken place in 1508, in Richmond, that hot-bed of the/ protection be felled at once. Let not gentlemen lop a 
principles of ’98, and he found old Virginia as steady as| branch here, and a branch there, until limb after limb 
the mountains, and all right and sound upon the protect-| dropped from the scathed and naked trunk, which was 
ive system. He had said that Richmond had exercised | reserved to the melancholy privilege of falling last amidst 
great power in this republic under all administrations. It| the surrounding ruins of its former beauty. Let them put 
was justly due to her, for much political intelligence was| the axe at once to its root, and letit fall mall its majesty 
concentrated there. But could gentlemen forget that,|and strength. He called gentlemen to look at the effect 
under the Jefferson adininistration, a report, coming from| of the twenty per cent. duty, now held out as the ultimate 
the luminous mind of Albert Gallatin, had proposed that | hope of the manufacturing interest. Could not British 
five millions of dollars should be loaned for the express] statesmen and British manufacturers calculate the effects 
purpose of encouraging and sustaining the manufactures| of this bill, as well as our own? Send this law to Eng- 
of the country? Yet now, forsooth, the country was told} land, and they would put into the hands of our manufac- 
that Mr. Jefferson was the great authority for nullification; | turing rival a chart to guide his future course. It apprised 
and precious Mr. Editor Ritchie, he, too, was quoted in| him beforehand, here we are going to take away so much 
support of the same doctrine; a great, consistent, and| of our own protection, and there we are going to take 
most undeviating authority! Among all the rest, the! away so much more; this year the protection is to be forty 
House had hearc Governor Giles appealed to. Yes, he, | per cent., that year it is to be thirty per cent., and when 
too, was a great advocate of nullification. Now, Mr. S./|it gets down to twenty per cent. our system of protection 
was so fortunate as to have one of this same gentleman’s| is to be wound up entirely. So, now knowing all before- 
speeches in his possession, an extract from which he|hand, you may govern yourselves accordingly. This, to 
would take the liberty to read, for the edification of the| be sure, was dealing very frankly, and no doubt the ma- 
House, and especially of Southern gentlemen. [Here Mr. | nufacturers of Manchester and Sheffield would highly 
8. read from the speech. } }commend so novel a magnanimity. ‘Those gentlemen, as 
And now, he asked, whether, with all the lights to be! was well known, could borrow as much capital as they 
derived from Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Giles, Mr. Baldwin, and pleased at four per cent., and with such an advantage they 
all the Georgia and other Southern statesmen, in behalf| could ruin us at their leisure. Was this protection? Was 
of the constitutionality and expediency of the protecting| it? Would any gentleman say it was? Our whole history 
system, it would be fair in this Congress, at one blow, to! proved the reverse. And would gentlemen commit so 
repeal it. A great system of national policy, like this, | rash anact? Would they destroy ina single day what it had 
affecting so many millions of people, and so many hun-}taken so many years to build up? When the day should 
dred millions of property, was a plant which did not| arrive that laid this system low, then the gentlemen of the 
grow up in the night. It had taken a long series of years| South would have achieved what they had long predicted; 
to plant, to nourish, to train, and to foster it; and now/then the poor men of the North would all have become 
the House was called upon to lay the axe to its root.|slaves. God grant that he might never live to sce that 
The House had just heard a very eloquent speech on the| day: he trusted it would never come: he trusted that the 
dreadful evils of civil war; but he asked whether an act! means of education and of intellectual and moral improve- 
like this was not likely to be followed by as wide-spread | ment would never be torn from the millions of our labor- 
a devastation as any war that ever swept over the coun-| ing classes, and that that accumulation of light, social, ci- 
try. It must drive thousands of men, women, and chil-| vil, and political, with which this country seemed destined 
dren from their daily bread, and ruin multitudes whose} to illumine the rest of the world, would never be quench- 
all was embarked on the faith of the Government. And, | ed, especially by an act of our own Government, by re- 
what was the worst feature in the whole matter, all this| ducing free and laborious citizens of the North toa level 
was to be done on the ground of a false theory, from a| with the planters’ slaves. The Government would lose 
mistaken and unfounded notion of policy. All this loss| their hearts, and with their hearts it would quickly lose 
and desolation was to be inflicted on the Northern half of| also the support of their strong arms. ‘The bill inflicted 
the Union, for supporting a system which had originated | great injustice on the North, especially when taken in 
in the South. connexion with previous acts of the Government: when 
Mr. S. had lately read aspeech purporting to have been| the previous promises and pledges to the manufacturers 
delivered by Mr. Cxay, in the Senate, at the last session, | should be placed beside an act like this, every honest and 
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intelligent man would blush for his country. Mr. S. did 
not mean to charge the honorable Senator who had ori- 
ginated this bill with the design to destroy the American 
system; he did not believe that such had been his purpose, 
but he did fully believe the policy was a mistaken one, and 
that such would be its consequences. 

That honorable gentleman did not live surrounded with 
the men on whom this bill was intended directly to ope- 
rate; his residence was ina portion of the Union which had 
little or nothing to do with the tariff; but the inevitable 
effect of his bill would be to bring down upon the Ameri- 
can mechanic the competition of foreign bor. The la- 
boring population of France and England were to be 
brought to compete with us, a new nation, a young peo- 
ple. Could a population situated as ours were, safely en- 
ter into the contest with all the old world’ We started in 
an unfair race; all the capital, all the experience, and all 
the poor rates of England brought to bear upon a people 


GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 


FL 
The Tariff. (Fen. 26, 18533. 


just emerging from the agricultural state, and covered | to impose a less degree of taxation on the country, so soon 


1808 


tives of interest, were determined to destroy the tariff, 
they could do so. But in the name of all consistency, let 
them not affect to do it because the tariff was unconstity. 
tional. 

Mr. CARSON, of North Carolina, now rose, and obsery. 
ed that the House had heard three speeches in opposition 
to the bill, the denouncing speech of the gentleman from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Buners,] the violent speech of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srewanrrt,] and the 
vociferous speech of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Sormertany.]) Believing that this was quite enough, 
he demanded the previous question. 

The CHAIR inquired whether the motion was seconded. 

When the House refused to second the motion: Yeas 
65, nays not counted. 

Mr. BATES, of Maine, said that he should'vote for this 
bill, not because it was what he wished, but because it was 
the best thing that could be procured. The bill proposed 


4 


with no higher protection than twenty per cent.!: The|as January next. Had this bill been offered to him at the 


South knew well that such a protection would amount to| 


little or nothing, and what must be the result? Could the 
nation maintain itself in its present condition? Never. 
We were now a prosperous people. But we are said not 
to beahappy people. And why? Because, in the South, 
there was a speck of opposition. He did not mean to treat 
the State of South Carolina with disrespect, but still it 


was butaspeck. The States of this Union could not be| 


made to believe that her system was true, or her griev- 
ances such as she stated them. All men of common sense 
repudiated her fears. Sodid Mr. S., and condemned her 
conduct, but still he was for keeping South Carolina in 
the Union. He found among her sons too many able, and 
too many gallant men to be willing to part with them or 
with her. ‘They were now under a mistake. But for the 


mistake of one State, must the Government throw up at 
once all that the other States held dear? 
But he was told that this Government had no right to 


compel the States into obedience. This was to introduce 
general anarchy. They were all influenced more or less 
by compulsion. They must be regulated by fixed laws. 
South Carolina was but one star in the system. She must 
learn to move in her proper orbit. She must revolve in 


. | 
her own sphere. She must not derange the whole sys- 


tem to suit her willand pleasure. It had been said by 
some that one star would not be missed in the national 
constellation. ‘Therefore, let her withdraw. But such 
gentlemen forgot that Carolina was not the only party con- 
cerned. The Government had to deal with more than one 
State. It was bound to sustain the rights and interests of 
all portions of the country. 

In concluding, he would offer one remark in respect to 


| commencement of the session, he should have felt himself 
| bound to reject it. Had himself or any of his friends pro- 
| posed such a measure to the South at that time, he should 
| have felt that he was offering them an insult. But cir. 
|cumstances had since occurred which showed that now 
| the South was willing to accept the bill as a compromise 
| that would settle the distracted state of the country. Such 
being the case, he was bound to accept it. He rejoiced 
ito find, that somehow, or somewhere, an arrangement 
|had at length been effected. The fact proved either that 
the injuries complained of by the South were not so seri- 
jous as they had been represented to be, or that the South 
\had been governed by a laudable patriotism, which led 
them to assent to an offer which came short of that which 
|they had a just right to demand. He hoped and believed 
jthat it was from the latter. He would now say a word or 
two on the subject of pledges. The House had been told 
that, having voted for the bill of 1852, they were pledged 
to leave the subject of the tariff at rest. But Mr. B., 
though he had voted for that bill, had not voted for it as 
the best that was possible: he had voted for it as the best 
he could then get: but he had not considered himself as 
‘bound never to get a better, when it should be in his 





|power. He had never pledged either himself or his con- 
jstituents. Whether it was or was not, in the opinion of 
|some, implied that the system was to remain untouched 
| for eight or ten years to come, was a matter of mere moon- 
\shine tohim. He had never pledged himself for a sing!e 
|session ahead. His successors, he knew, would act as li 

j had acted, independently. 

| It had been charged that this bill was a sacrifice to the 
| slave labor of the South. Mr. B. would vote for the bill 


the whole South. He perceived that it had been asked in| from a different motive, and for the benefit of a very dif- 
Virginia, when the people were about to vote for a new} ferent people. He represented a class of people denounc- 
Senator, whether the candidate was opposed to the tariff}ed by those who considered all who left the mark laid 
on constitutional grounds. ‘The question had been asked | down by their rulers, as the real slaves of the North, tlie 
in Richmond, in the very spot where both the constitu-| real ** dough faces:” but he could tell all such persons 
tion and the protecting system had started. If Jefferson | that his constituents were a people who understood their 


could have heard that question, he would have started 
from his tomb in amazement, and would have asked, is 
this the doctrine of Virginia? Have you forgotten the 
year 1808? After the South had riveted upon the coun- 
try the protection of every Southern staple, they turned 
about and insisted that, in velation to all who dwelt north 
of Mason and Dixon’s iine, the entire protective system 
should be destreved. They had enjeyed a tariff for thirty 
years for themselves. But the moment its benefits were 
to be extended across that line, the discovery broke upon 
them that the tariff was unconstitutional. He trusted that 
no man would vote for this bill on the ground that the ta- 
riff was unconstitutional, who did not mean to fly in the 
face of the father of democracy, and the author of the 
Declaration of Independence. If gentlemen, from mo- 


own rights, and would maintain them. Every protective 
duty was a tax upon them, and they knew it. They knew 
that they were consumers of articles on which the price 
was enhanced a hundred times more than on those which 
they exported; for them he acted. He should not inquire 
where this measure originated: it was sufficient for him 
that it promised peace to the country: and he hailed it as 
|the harbinger of halcyon days of national prosperity and 
happiness. 

Mr. PENDLETON, of New York, said he viewed the 
billas a compromise. It was an exchange of intermediate 
protection for ultimate reduction: and those who voted 
for it voted for it asa whole. There was no reason why 
gentlemen who voted on one side should be more reflect- 

jed on than those on the other. Gentlemen who chose to 
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reject the compromise can do so; but those who took it, 


took itasa whole. They consented to the continuance 


of protection for a certain course of years, for the sake o 
easuring its reduction in the end. In his judgment, this 
was altogether illusory, because this Congress could not 
bind its successors; for himself he never would consent to 
take a measure so entirely uncertain. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said that he did not believe that the 
bill made all the concessio. to the demands of the South 
which justice required; mich more ought to have been 
allowed. The South had a right to demand more, much 
more. But he had nevertheless made up his mind to vote 
for the bill. He wished to give quict to the country; he 
believed this bill would give quiet to the country: and in 
that view he should give it his vote. 

Mr. SPEIGHT now moved the previous question: but 
great objection being manifested in all parts of the House, 
he withdrew the motion. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON demanded the yeasand nays on the 

assage of the bill, and they were ordered by the House. 

Mr. BATES, of Massachusetts, said he had no inclina- 
tion to go into a discussion of the bill, but he wished to 
state the grounds upon which he should vote against its 
passage, that he might stand fairly before his constituents, 
and before the country, upon this deeply interesting sub- 
ject. He did not share in the apprehension expressed, 
that the South would not abide by the provisions of the 
bill. He had no fear on that score, for the bill is an aban- 
donment—gentlemen may say what they will to the con- 
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fore, not only an abandonment of the principle, but a 
limitation upon the power. The duties upon the unpro- 
tected may transcend the duties upon the protected arti- 
cles themselves. 

But how, he inquired, does this bill propose to reduce 
the duties? It changes all the specific into ad valorem 
duties after 1842. In the mean time it reduces them 
may without any regard to the magnitude or wants 
of the different interests, their importance in war or peace, 
their character as connected with agriculture or com- 
merce, with necessaries or luxuries, with the capabilities 
or exigencies of the country; it reduces them all as a gar- 
dener trims a hedge, cutting every thing to the same 
level, without reference to any thing but uniformity. 
Whatever may be the legislation of foreign Governments, 
whatever the competition and power brought to bear 
upon a given department of industry, this bill fixes its 
position and condition immoveably, and leaves it at the 
mercy of those who may choose to assail it, and in any way 
they choose. 

And wherefore all this?’ The gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Lercusgr] tells us that if Congress does not pass this 
bill now, the next Congress will do something worse; and 
before 1842 the South will think better of this matter. 
It is a sufficient answer to say that, if the people will the 
destruction of the system, this bill cannot preserve it; 
and if they do not, neither the next Congress nor any 
other Congress can destroy it, and a change of principles 
and feelings in the South is too remote and uncertain a 










trary—-the bill is an abandonment of the protective prin-| contingency to justify the sacrifice that this bill makes. 


ciple, progressively and slowly, but certainly and fatally. 
Nor had he any disposition to join in the denunciations, 
although he shared largely in the regrets of the occasion. 
Had the cup which the friends of the tariff are called upon 
to take been mingled by other hands, he could have 
borne it; but, presented and forced upon them as this has 
been, it becomes as unpleasant and ungrateful as unex- 
pected. 

He would state, that he might be distinctly understood, 
that the advocates of the protective system admit-- 

Ist. That the revenues of the Government ought to 
be no more than the wants of the Government; that they 
do not ask, by way of protection, fur a dollar beyond this. 
But, 

2d. They maintain that, so far as the revenue is deriv- 
ed from impost, it ought to be from duties imposed for 
protection. And, 

3d. That, in the apportionment and assessment of du- 
ties, reference ought to be had to the condition and wants 
of the interests to be protected. Acting upon these prin 
ciples, he said, there would be ample means of protec- 
tion for all needed purposes; but, in his opinion, the bill 
under consideration was in utter disregard of every one 
of them. 

So far as derivable from duties on protected articles, 
this bill will augment the revenue, and thus will diminish 


Mr. B. said that he would detain the House no longer. 
The victim is bound, and he would not delay the sacrifice. 
But he could have wished the offering had been made by 
other hands. 

Mr. WILLIAMS now moved the previous question, and 
the House sustained the motion: Yeas 93, nays 65. 

The previous question was put, and carried: Yeas 109, 
nays 85. 

The main question was about to be put; when 

Mr. ADAMS said that, before he voted, he wanted to 
know the meaning of one of the clauses in the first sec- 
tion of the bill. 

It being out of order to debate after the previous ques- 
tion had been carried, Mr. A. resumed his seat. 

The main question, viz. ‘* Shall the bill pass?”’? was then 
put, and decided by veas.and nays, as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Adair, Alexander, Chilton Alan, Ro- 
bert Allen, Anderson, Angel, Archer, Armstrong, John 
S$. Barbour, Barnwell, Barringer, James Bates, Bell, Ber- 
gen, Bethune, James Blair, John Blair, Boon, Bouck, 
Bouldin, Branch, John Brodhead, Bullard, Cambreleng, 
Carr, Carson, Chinn, Claiborne, Clay, Clayton, Coke, 
Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Craig, Creighton, Daniel, Da- 
venport, Warren R. Davis, Doubleday, Drayton, Draper, 
Duncan, Felder, Findlay, Fitzgerald, Foster, Gaither, 
Gilmore, Gordon, Griffin, Thomas H. Hall, William Hall, 


protection, while it will increase the demands upon the} Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Hoffman, Holland, Horn, How- 


people. 

The duties upon protected articles, it will be observed, 
are to be progressively reduced totwenty per cent, in 1842, 
and afterwards at pleasure; but, in no event, peace or 
war, is the progress of reduction to be stayed; and in no 
event, after 1842, is the rate of duty to exceed twenty 
per cent. ‘he bill contains a formal enactment, and gives 
an express pledge to this effect. And both before and 
after 1842, in case of a deficiency or excess of revenue, 
recourse is to be had to such unprotected articles as are 
not made free by the bill. This he considered an aban- 
donment of the great protective principle. It is an ex- 
press agreement that the duties for protection shall not 
exceed twenty per cent., and that duties for the mere pur- 
poses of revenue may be imposed upon unprotected arti- 
cles when they are needed for protection. 


Vou. 1X.—114 


It is, there- 


ard, Hubbard, Irvin, Isacks, Jarvis, Jenifer, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Kavanagh, Kerr, 
Lamar, Lansing, Lecompte, Letcher, Lewis, Lyon, Mar- 
dis, Mason, Marshall, Maxwell, William McCoy, McDuf- 
fie, McIntire, McKay, Mitchell, Newnan, Newton, Nuck- 
|olls, Patton, Plummer, Polk, Rencher, Roane, Root, 
Semmes, Sewall, William B. Shepard, Aug. H. Shep- 
perd, Smith, Speight, Spence, Stanbery, Standifer, Fran- 
cis Thomas, Philemon Thomas, Wiley Thompson, John 
Thomson, Tompkins, Verplanck, Ward, Washington, 
Wayne, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Campbell P. White, 
} Edward D. White, Wickliffe, Williams, Worthington-- 
; 119. 

NAYS--Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Allison, Apple- 
}ton, Arnold, Ashley, Babcock, Banks, Noyes Barber, 
| Barstow, Isaac C. Bates, Beardsley, Briggs, John C. 
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Brodhead, Bucher, Burd, Burges, Cahoon, Chandler, 
Choate, Collier, Lewis Condict, Silas Condit, Eleutheros 
Cooke, Bates Cooke, Cooper, Crane, Crawford, John 
Davis, Dayan, Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, Dickson, Ells- 
worth, George Evans, Joshua Evans, Edward Everett, 
Horace Everett, Ford, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hiester, 
solace, Hogan, Hughes, Huntington, thrie, Ingersoll, 
Ke lall, Kennon, Adam King, John King, Henry King, 
Leavitt, Mann, McCarty, Robert McCoy, McKennan, 
Mercer, Milligan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Pearce, Pendle- 
ton, Pierson, Pitcher, Potts, Randolph, John Reed, Ed- 
ward C. Reed, Russel, Slade, Southard, Stephens, Storrs, 
Sutherland, Taylor, Vinton, Wardwell, Watmough, Wil- 
kin, Wheeler, Frederick Whittlesey, Young—85. 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
eurrence. 

Mr. WILLIAMS now moved to postpone all the orders 
of the day, both general and special, which precede the 
Senate’s bill for the disposition of the proceeds of the 
public lands. He, however, consented to withdraw this 
general motion, and allow the orders to be called sepa- 
rately. 

They were so called; and when the House had reach- 
ed the bill for allowing the heirs of Winter to sue the 
United States to try their title, 

Mr. PLUMMER made an effort to induce the House to 
discuss that bill, but the House refused; and, on motion 
of Mr. IRVIN, it was laid upon the table. 


REVENUE COLLECTION BILL. 


The House having at length arrived at the bill further 
to provide for the collection of duties on imports, 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to postpone this bill until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. IRVIN demanded the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion. They were taken, and stood as follows: Yeas 81, 
nays 105. 

So the House refused to postpone the bill. 

Mr. DANIEL now moved to lay the bill on the table, 
and demanded the yeas and nays on that motion. They 
were ordered by the House. He, however, consented to 
withdraw the motion at the request of Mr. ARNOLD, 
who promised to renew the same motion. 

Mr. ARNOLD then said he should change his course in 
relation to this bill, in consequence of the House having 
passed the bill reducing the tariff. Mr. A. was going 
mto some remarks on the mockery of passing such a bill 
now, when he was called to order by the CHAIR. After 
trying several motions, with the view of having it in order 
to proceed in his remarks, Mr. A. relinquished his de- 
sign, and, according to promise, moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 

The yeas and nays were demanded on this motion, and, 
being taken, they stood as follows: Yeas 58, nays 132. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. MARDIS moved that the House now take a recess 
until 6 o’clock, and demanded the yeas and nays, but 
withdrew his motion; when 

‘a DEARBORN moved the previous question on the 
bill. 

The CHAIR was ascertaining whether the motion was 
seconded; when 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose, and asked leave to address an 
appeal to the House. 

The SPEAKER was proceeding in the count; when 

Mr. McDUFFIE insisted on being heard. 

Great confusion arose; but amidst the cries of ‘* order” 
and **count,” Mr. McD.’s voice was heard, saying that all 
he asked was fair discussion. Ifgentlemen were disposed 
to hear the opponents of the bill, he was ready to meet 
them; but if not, and if he could get forty men to stand 
by him, he would continue to move adjournments, and call 
for yeas and nays, until the end of the session. 


GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 


Revenue Collection Bili.— District Affairs. 


1812 


[Fes. 26, 1835. 


Mr. CARSON exclaimed, ‘‘I will support you, sir.” 
Several other voices cried out in a similar manner. 

The SPEAKER called to order. 

Mr. BELL rose, and began to speak, but his words 
were inaudible, from the noise. 

Mr. McDUFFIE moved repeatedly to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER called him to order, and admonished 
him that a member was on the floor. 

As soon as the reporter could hear any thing distinctly, 

Mr. BELL was saying that he had no wish to cut off 
discussion, if that was what the opponents of the bill de- 
sired; and if they were ready to discuss its merits, and 
not to put it by, he should not sustain the motion for the 
previous question. 

Mr. McDUFFIE moved that the House adjourn. 

The CHAIR decided the motion to be out of order, the 
House having previously resolved that it would, at a cer- 
tain hour, take a recess, and meet at 6 o’clock. 

Mr. WAYNE believed the bill to be right in itself, but 
yet circumstances might be such as to induce those whic 
thought so to vote against it. 

Mr. W. said he should vote for the bill; but if his friends, 
by cutting off debate, should refuse to him and others the 
opportunity of expressing their sentiments, and vindi- 
cating their own course before the people, he should vote 
against it, and there were twenty more that would do the 
same. 

Mr. BELL made some remark not heard by the re 
porter, which led to an explanation between him and Mr. 
WAYNE, who concluded by moving a recess until 6 
o’clock. 

A desultory debate on the question of order now arose 
on an appeal taken by Mr. Carson on the Speaker’s de- 
cision that a motion to adjourn was out of order, which 
ended in Mr. C.’s withdrawing his appeal. 

Mr. DEARBORN explained his reasons for having mov- 
ed the previous question, which was not to prevent fair 
discussion, but to prevent a circumventive course, calcu- 
lated to get rid of or defeat the bill. 

Mr. DANIEL and Mr. DEARBORN had some further 
rather colloquial diseussion; when, the hour of 4 having 
arrived, 

The House (according to a previous order) took a r 
cess till 6 o’clock. 


DISTRICT AFFAIRS. 


At the close of the recess the House met, and went into 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Tar or in the chair, and 
took up, according to order, varions bills relating to the 
city of Washington and the District of Columbia. 

The committee took up, among others, the bill in ad- 
dition to an act vesting in the corporation of Washington 
all the rights of the Washington Canal Company: [To take 
back the mall lots, and allow, in lieu thereof, to the city 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.] 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, moved to amend this bill by 
striking out the section which authorizes the Commis- 
sioner of the Public Buildings to enclose the mall, and lay 
it down in grass. 

Mr. M. supported his motion by adverting to the use- 
fulness of the ground as an open common to the poor ol 
the city: this he thought much more important than for 
purposes of mere recreation. 

Mr. JARVIS, of Maine, opposed the motion. The 
ground had been originally intended for walks, and open 
ornamental grounds, and not for building lots. If it was 
fenced, and laid out in shrubbery, it would be kept to its 
original destination. 

Mr. WARDWELL, of New York, supported the amend 
ment, arguing that the ground might as well be retained 
without enclosure as with it. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was re- 
jecteds 
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The bill was then laid aside, and the committee took up 

A bill concerning a penitentiary for the District. 

Mr. CONNOR inquired into the nuthber of convicts 
now in the building. 

Mr. WASHINGTON replied, and explained. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY asked respecting the appropria- 
tion of one thousand dollars for Mr. Carbery’s services in 
planning and superintending the building. 

Mr. WASHINGTON replied, and stated his services; 


he had voluntarily superintended the work for eighteen | 
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in the improvement of spacious streets and avenues: as 
a resource, they had but waste lots to assess. He refer- 
red to the freedom of the Government property from 
taxation, and reminded the House that the taxes, if ex- 
acted from the settlement of the city, would have amount- 
ed to more than a million of doilars. The Government 
had, in the meanwhile, received cight hundred thousand 
dollars for the sale of lots given to it. 

Mr. W. also reminded the House that, in the thirty 
years it had been located in the city, it had expended 


months, and had disbursed thirty to forty thousand dollars. |but 186,000 dollars; the greater part for jails and peni- 


Mr. WHITTLESEY supposed that this had been the 
duty of the Commissioner of the Public Buildings. 

Mr. WASHINGTON and Mr. SEMMES explained. 

Mr. WASHINGTON moved an additional section allow- 
ing the inspectors, during the years 1829 and 1830, the 
same compensation as to the present inspectors. 

Mr. CONNOR opposed the amendment, and asked for 
enformation. 

Mr. WASHINGTON explained. 

Mr. CONNOR moved to strike out the item of allow- 
ance to Mr. Carbery. 

The motion was negatived, as was also the amendment 
respecting inspectors. 

The committee next tvok up a bill in relation to the 
Potomac bridge. 

Mr. CONNOR made some inquiries respecting the bill, 
which were replied to by Mr. WASHINGTON. 

Mr. CARSON wished to know how much the President 
had recommended to be appropriated. So far he was will- 
ing to go. 

His inquiry having been answered, he withdrew his 
objection. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said he did not wish to carve out 
of this appropriation any good fat salary for some man 
who wished to live at the public expense; he therefore 
moved an amendment placing the erection of the bridge 
under the care of the Commissioner of the Public Build- 
ings, and allow him five hundred dollars in addition to his 
present salary. 

Mr. JARVIS opposed the amendment, and referred to 
the management of the Commissioner in relation to bring- 


ing in of water to the Capitol, as a presumptive proof of 


his incompetency. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE explained, and supported the 
amendment, and referred to a salary allowed to some- 
body for superiatending the placing of plank on the old 
bridge. 

Mr. BURD inquired if the Commissioner was a practi- 
cal mechanic, and had skill in such work. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE replied, and referred to what he 
had done. 

Mr. CONNOR opposed the allowance of $500, and 
moved to strike it out. 

This was negatived, and the amendment agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside. 


The next bill taken up was a bill for the benefit of 


Washington City, (granting a loan of $250,000, to pay 
up subscriptions to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Com- 
pany. 

Mr. MARDIS moved to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. 

Mr. SEMMES appealed to Mr. Marois to withdraw 
his motion. He explained the ample nature of the secu- 
rity, and referred to similar loans granted by States in 
aid of works of internal improvement. 

Mr. MARDIS refused. 

Mr. CRAIG thought the constitution did not empower 
Congress to loan money. 













tentiaries. As to the appropriation for the bridge, it was 
not to be charged to the city as a donation, having been 
granted for the accommodation of the mail; and the im- 
provement of the avenue had been mainly for the ac- 
commodation of the departments and Congress. The 
only donation to the city had been a number of lots, 
which had originally cost the Government 3,000 dollars, 
and no more. The Government property in the city 
was now valued at 1,970,000 dollars, exclusive of build- 
ings. All nations had some objects of national pride: 
the Englishman, the Frenchman, boasted of their respect- 
ive capitals, and the beautiful erections which adorned 
them. But with us there was little for this to rest on. 
Mr. W. concluded an eloquent speech, by adverting to 
the great importance of the loan to the prosperity of the 
city. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY opposed the motion to strike out 
the enacting clause. He regretted it had come from a 
citizen of one of the new States, allof whom had expe- 
rienced much of the liberality of the Government. He 
adverted to the embarrassed state of the public funds; the 
liberal expenditures of the citizens; their heavy burdens, 
and the reasonable nature of the request of the corpora- 
tion. [t was but a loan, and at 5 per cent. interest—a rate 
that the miser was content with. The Western country had 
once been indebted to the amount of millions to the Go- 
vernment, from which the legislation of Government had 
relieved them. There was not a session for years back, 
that the House had not granted more to Alabama than was 
now asked asaloan. Ifthe District lay at the extremity 
of the Union, instead of doubting about the constitution- 
ality of a loan, there would be no hesitation in granting 
a donation. 

Mr. CRAIG went into a constitutional argument to 
show that Congress had no power to lend money. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY replied, and adverted to the loans 
granted by Congress to the banks of the District, and he 
believed in some of the Eastern cities also. If it was un- 
constitutional to loan, let him make a donation; this 
would relieve the gentleman. Or he might give up the 
interest. Large grants had been made for the education 
of young men, in which Virginia had largely participated. 
if gentlemen would amend the bill so as to make a dona- 
tion of the money, Mr. W. would go for it. 

Mr. DEARBORN said the Government had loaned 
millions to the Bank of the United States, since that in- 
stitution had been incorporated. If asurplus was in the 
treasury, must it lay there unproductive, ona constitu- 
tional scruple? 

Mr. JARVIS moved an amendment, to get rid of the 
constitutional difficulty, by granting, instead of loaning. 
He wished the House not to be beguiled or deceived. 
Not a dollar of the money would ever be seen again; nor 
did he wish it. He would not vote it as a loan, but would 
as a donation. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said it was very ungracious 
to oppose such measures as this; but he wished to know 
what had been done with the million of dollars secured 


Mr. WASHINGTON went into an explanation of -the |by Government on the subscription of the city. 


dificulties and embarrassments of the city. 


He advert-| Mr. WASHINGTON said the gentleman was mistaken: 


ed to the strong claims the city had upon Congress, and |the Government was not responsible for that money, nor 


mentioned the large sums expended by the corporation 


ifor the interest on it. 
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Mr. MASON resumed, and observed, that if the stock! borrowed a million, to ask to lend one hundred and 


in the Canal Company was worth ary thing, it ought to 
be transferred to the Government. But he hoped the bill 
would either he rejected or modified. 

Mr. MARDIS replied to Mr. Wuirrieser, and called 
on him to show how Alabama had received such large 
donations from the Government. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY replied, and recalled his recollec- 
tion to debts forgiven to Alabama to the amount of more 
than a million of dollars. He did not complain of this 
policy, or suppose it disgraceful to Alabama. Besides the 
remission of debt, large landed donations had been made 
to her; and something was due to the District, as well as 
to the new States and Territories. 

Mr. MARDIS acknowledged the correctness of these 
sentiments, but said, if Government had not pursued this 
policy, it would have lost most of the money. As to the 
donation for the Muscle shoals, Alabama has less interest 
in it than any of her neighboring States. He protested 
against the bill, as an extravagant and obnoxious measure, 
and asked the yeas and nays on his motion. 

Mr. BARBOUR complained of the distrust and jea- 
lousy which always existed when any beneficial object 
was proposed for the prosperity of this Distriet. He re- 

lied to Mr. Craie’s constitutional argument, by advert 
ing to the constant practice of Government in charging 
interest, and imposing taxes for use of money in the hands 
of defaulters. He dwelt upon the absolute and despotic 
power of Congress over the District, and argued on the 
unlimited power of Congress to benefit it. He put the 
question to the House, as copartners with the District in 
canal property, whether they would let all that had been 
done in that work perish, by refusing aid at this crisis of 
the District affairs. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG viewed this bill as substantial- 
ly being a measure to aid the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 
The security offered amounted in effect to nothing. He 
protested against appropriation after appropriation for 
a District, on which Congress had Javished more than 
on any other portion of the Union. He rendered many 
thanks to Mr. Marois for his motion. 

Mr. MERCER replied to Mr. Camunetenc, and de- 
nied that the bill had more connexion with the promotion 
of the canal, than the direction in the bill that the city 
should pay the money for its stock. It did not add one 
dollar to the stock of the company. 

He explained the nature of the security to the Dutch 
lenders tothe company. ‘The real object of the bill was 
a loan, not to the company, but to the city. 

Mr. M. answered Mr. Crare’s constitutional argument, 
and insisted that Congress had all the power in respect 
to the District, which a State Legislature has to the 
State; and all the Legislatures had made loans to their own 
citizens. He said he should not vote en the bill, as he 
held one share (and no more) in the company. He de- 
nied that the Government had done more, or as much as 
it had for other parts of the Union. The great buildings 
it had erected were all for public purposes—not for the 
benefit of the District at all: and except these, what had 
been done, save the paving of the avenue’ As to Ala- 
bama’s interest in the improvement at the Muscle shoals, 
it was at Jeast as great as that of the District in the Ches- 
apeake and Ohio canal. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought what Mr. Mencrr had 
stated was the best reason for rejecting the bill. The 
gentleman had exhibited an insolvent corporation, ask- 
ing a loan to help them to pay up their subscription, 
while all their property was mortgaged to the Holland 
lenders. He would not do indirectly what he would not 
do directly. He protested against the bill. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said that, during all his experience, 
he never had known so wanton and reckless a proposi- 
tion as was now submitted—aftcr the corporation had 


twenty-five thousand more. It was not a loan, but a gift. 
He trusted the House would not be guilty of such wav. 
ton waste. 

Mr. CARSON said the proposition was wholly new to 
him; he was not prepared on the constitutional question. 
If the Government had a great surplus, it was bettcr to 
loan at 5 per cent. on good security, than muke a dona. 
tion to the same amount. If there was to be a great 
amount in the treasury, he would rather loan it than 
have a scramble for it. ‘The question then was whether 
the city had the capacity to pay back the money, or to 
return the interest. He did not admit that the city was in. 
solvent, and would regret that the Dutch lenders should 
think so. A man mightnot be able to pay his debts to-day, 
and yet not be insolyent—but, with time, would pay his 
debts with interest. Mr. C. would rather never receive 
back the money, than see the city crushed. He was op. 
posed to dividing the surplus revenue among the States, 
but would rather loan it at 5 per cent. He should, ther. 
fore, vote for the bill, reserving himself on the constitu. 
tional question. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Louisiana, said he was a father, ant 
asked how he should treat his children in distress? Every 
father would lend them a helping hand. Had the Dis- 
trict any representative on that floor? Yes; in every 
man there. If, when his children asked for bread, be gav« 
them a stone, he should bea poor father. The people 
of the District had nowhere else to look. Though they 
might be in difficulty, they were not insolvent. They 
had property to the amount of eight millions. Congress 
only wanted the will, they had the power to aid the Dis- 
trict. Good security was offered; and let Congress sup- 
ply their wants. Yea, more—if they needed it as a dona- 
tion, he felt his heart say, ‘* take it.” 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Manois’s 
amendment was negatived: Yeas 59, nays 74. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to amend the bill, so as to change 
the Joan into a donation. The amendment was agreed 
to: Yeas71. 

Mr. HOWARD referred to a memorial from the Balt 
more Railroad Company, and offered an amendment. He 
regretted that the memorial had excited so much feeling 
that a public mecting had been held on the subject. On 
of the reasons stated by the corporation of Washington, 
charged the Railroad Company with censurable conduct, 
and the memorial only repelled this attack. Mr. Hf. went 
into a brief retrospect of the bistory of the contest b 
tween the Canaland Railroad Companies; with a view of 
exculpating the latter from the blame which had been 
cast uponit. Mr. H. said the amendment he was about 
to offer was the very thing asked by the meeting held in 
the city a short time since. 

He then offered his amendment, direeting, in substance, 
the President to appoint three impartial persons to inves 
tigate the conduct of the two companies, say whose 
conduct had been the most fair and liberal, and to pro 
nounce what ought to be performed by either or both 
(the Canal and Railroad Companies) on principles of law, 
justice, equity, and a true regard to the public good. 

The amendment was rejected without a count. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bills to the 
House, and they were ordered to their third reading, 
with the exception of the loan bill, The question being 
on concurring with the amendments proposed to this bill 
by Mr. Jarvis, changing the loan into a donation, tht 
yeas were 66, the nays 20--no quorum having voted 
An adjournment was moved, but ncgatived. 

Mr. WASHINGTON then demanded the yeas and nays 
on the question of concurrence. They were taken 
cordingly, and stood as follows: Yeas 68, nays 27 

There being no quorum present, 

The House adjourned at 10 o’clock. 
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Wepwnespay, Fesnvary 27. 
REPORT ON THE TARIFF. 


Mr. ADAMS moved to discharge the Committee on 
Manufactures from the consideration of so much of the 
President’s message as relates to the protection of domes- 
tic manufactures, and from all other matters referred to 
them; and asked leave to present a report from the mino- 
rity of the committee on the matters in the message. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Horrmay, the motion was 
divided, and the question first taken on discharging the 
committee, and agreed to. 

Mr. HOFFMAN then said that if leave should be given 
to present the report of the minority, he would ask for 
its reading, at least in part. 

The report was then presented, [see Appendix, ] and 
the reading of it commenced, and continued until 12 
o’clock, when the House proceeded to the orders of the 
day. 

REVENUE COLLECTION BILL. 


The Senate’s bill further to provide for the collection|tlemen be actuated by such an idea? 


of the revenue (the enforcing bill) coming up in order, 


Report on the Tariff.— Revenue Collection Bill. 


IN CONGRESS. 














In reply to an inquiry of Mr. HOWARD, 

The CHAIR stated that it would not require a vote of 
two-thirds to suspend the rule: a majority would be suffi- 
cient, provided the Senate should concur. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE asked whether it was now in his 
power to demand of the Chair whether the bill did not 
require to be committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. The Chair 
should give no opinion upon that question. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said that the reason given by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Suraertanp] for 
changing his course in respect to taking up the bill, was 
the reason which induced Mr. W. to do the same. It was 
sometimes well understood in that House, that certain 
things were to be done when they were not spoken aloud 
upon the floor; and it might be that a calculation existed 
somewhere, that, unless this bill should be passed in the 
House, the other bill lately returned to the Senate, and 
intended to effect a compromise of the tariff question, 
would not be passed by that body. Might not some gen- 
Now it was a cal- 
culation of this kind which satisfied him that the House 


Mr. VERPLANCK moved that the consideration of}ought at once to take up the bill and act upon it. Let 
that bill be postponed until the next day, in order that | the opponents of the bill argue the question while there 


the House should take up the appropriation bills, seve-| was time to argue it. 


ral of which remained to be acted upon. 


Mr. W., for one, had no idea of 
having the previous question sprung upon the House at 


Mr. WICKLIFFE observed that there seemed to exist | midnight on Saturday. 


a disposition in the Mouse to pass this bill; but he put it 


Mr. DEARBORN inquired whether Sunday was not to 


to gentlemen whether it was right and fair to postpone} be included as one of the three last days of the session, 
the consideration of it so far that those who might be op-| referred to in the rule. 


posed to its passage should have only time enough left 


Mr. ADAMS quoted the journal of the House to show 


them to say no, but not to state the reasons for their vote. |that it had been so considered, and that, on some occa- 
The House wis bound to allow at least time enough | sions, the House had done business upon that day. 


for a fair discussion of the bill. If they preferred acting 


Mr. DEARBORN then said that the House still had 


on it now to taking up the appropriation bills, they would | Friday, Saturday, and Sunday before it. 


vote accordingly. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the House would take up 
the appropriation bills; but as there would be probably 
no need of any debate on the items of these bills, there 
would be no need of postponing the other. This was 
the last day of the session on which bills could be dis- 
cussed. ‘The appropriation bills would have to be read 
a third time to-morrow--to postpone would be to destroy 
them. 

Mr. BELL trusted the House was not going to occupy 
another day in determining whether it would take up the 
bill. ‘The gentleman from New York [Mr. CamBre.ene] 
must know that it was in the power of the House to sus- 
pend the rule which forbade bills being sent from one 


Mr. VERPLANCK said it was very true that, if the 
consent of both Houses could be ubtained, the rule might 
be suspended. But there were a number of highly im- 
portant bills from his own committce still waiting the ac- 
tion of the House, and in which great difference of opi- 
nion existed. Among these were the Indian appropria- 
tion bill, and the bill respecting the Cumberland road. 
All Mr. V. desired was, to do his duty, and not to suffer 
these bills to perish in his hands; and he appealed to all 
who had the passage of these bills at heart to aid him. 
‘The bill now pressed was a Senate bill, and might be 
considered on the last days of the session; but the others 
must be acted on now, or not at all. 

Mr. WAYNE inquired whether the object of the gen- 


House to the other in the three last days of the session;|tleman from New York (Mr. Vereraxcx} would not be 


and if the bills referred to were of so much importance as 
gentlemen represented them to be, no doubt the rule 
would be suspended. He trusted that the House, after 
having already occupied two days in getting at the bill, 
would now, when its opponents were prepared to pre- 
sent their views, take it up and act upon it. He trusted 
other measures would not be suffered to intrude, and 
push iton one side. It was due to the country, it was 
due to the friends and to the opponents of the bill, that 
it should be disposed of. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said that though he had, on a 
former day, voted to bring up this bill, he was unwilling 
todo so now. If the House once entered into the de- 
bate, it would do nothing else all day, and the appropria- 
tion bills must be set aside. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee had observed that the House could suspend the 
rule about sending bills to the other House; but did not 
the gentleman remember that this was a joint rule of the 
two Ifouses; and that, unless the Senate concurred, it 
could not be dispensed with? 


jed to having a recess. 


as well accomplished, if the House should consider the 
appropriation bills in the evening, after a recess. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped this propesal would be ac- 
ceded to. 

Mr. DANIEL said he never would give bis consent 
again to take up appropriation bills at a night session: for 


jas surely as the House did so, they were sure to give 


every thing that might beasked ofthem. He was oppos- 
lie \vas pledged to mect this 
| force bill fairly and openly, ana he showid do it. If gen- 


uemen chose to take a dictator, let them do it. 





Mr. HOFFMAN hoped the bill would not be postpon- 
led. Its opponents were ready and anxious to be heard. 
| {t would be better to put eff the appropriation bills until 
to-morrow, than to have the debate on this bill deferred 
ito the end of the session. He was desirous of hearing 
iuzeir arguments; and he trusted the time would not be 
itaken up im side-way motions, productive only of delay. 
| Mr. McDUFFIE said he should vote for the proposi- 


Mr. S. was opposed to |tion of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Verrianck,] 


taking up any Senate bills at this moment: it would peril | but he had one or two words to present to the House. 


the appropriation bills--without which the Government 
could not proceed. 


|The bill passed yesterday, and now before the Senate, 
lhad been professedly designed as a bill of conciliation; 
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it had been held out as the olive branch of peace; as such 
it had been received. The South had taken it asa com- 
promise. They had accepted it as the olive branch of 
peace. Now, he put it to the justice of the House—to 
the magnanimity of the House—whether it was becoming 
to send this olive branch fettered by an alternative of the 
sword of blood. Whatever might have been the views 
of gentlemen heretofore; whatever notions they might 
have entertained of the rights of the General or the State 
Government in this conflict, there could be no necessity 
now for passing such a billas this. He would add, that 
if any thing could convert that which had been sent out 
as a blessing into a curse; if any thing could change an 
act of conciliation into an act of insult and of provoca- 
tion, it would be the passage of such a billas this. Let 
the House stand still where they were—-let this bill be 
postponed indefinitely, or laid upon the table, and he was 
confident the previous measure would have a healing ef- 
ficacy on the Southern part of the Union; but should this 
bill, or any thing like this bill, pass, Mr. McD. would not 
be responsible for the consequences. He trusted the 
House would take measures to postpone the bill finally 
and forever. If the House were prepared to act upon 
these principles, he hoped they would accord to the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Verr1rancx] what he had 
asked, and that the bill would not be taken up at all. 
But if the bill was to be taken up and passed, it was in- 
different to him when. 

Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, said that his colleague 
{Mr. McDvrrie] had told the House that he regarded the 
bill passed yesterdiy on the tariff question as the olive 
branch of peace; but the gentleman had it not in his 
power to say that it would be so regarded by the con- 
vention which had framed the nullifying ordinance, and 
which was again to meet on the 2d Monday in March 
next. All he could do on that subject was to express a 
hope. Mr. B. would remind the House of what he had 
said the other day, viz. that the House had no warrant to 
believe that the nullifiers would so receive the bill: for 
they have expressly declared to all the world, that unless 
the protective policy should be wholly and utterly aban- 
doned, no other modification of the tariff would be ac- 
ceptable to them. They had positively said that they 
would be satisfied with no bill which should recognise 
the protective principle in any shape. Now, they all 
knew that the bill passed yesterday retained the protec- 
tive principle unimpaired. If the House should stop 
where it was, they would put all at the mercy of the do- 
minant party in South Carolina. Those men would never 
be satisfied with the tariff bill; all its provisions were in- 
sufficient to come up to their demands. They might 
proceed to practical nullification and secession, declare 
the State out of the Union, confiscate property, and peril 
even the lives of the Union party. Something certainly 
was due to those who had taken their stand for the Union 
and the laws. Let the consequences of this bill be what 
they might, it was due to the friends of order in South 
Carolina. Mr. B. disclaimed all fears of a personal na- 
ture. Whether the bill should pass or not, come what 
would, he could assure the House of one thing, the 
Union party of South Carolina would choose extermina- 
tion before dishonor. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said that South Carolina had de- 
clared, upon her sovereignty, that the tariff laws of the 
Union were null and void; and if so— 

Here the CHAIR reminded Mr. B. that the question 
before the House was on postponement, and that the 
merits of the bill could not be gone into. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said he had no purpose of discuss- 
ing the merits of the bill: and he would merely add that 
that State, upon grounds to which she still adhered, had 
denounced the tariff laws as unconstitutional and void, 
and had put her power in array to prostrate the laws of 
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the Union at her feet: and hence the necessity of Passing 
the law before the House. The gentleman from Sout) 
Carolina [Mr. McDurrre] had said that the bill of yes. 
terday was a bill of compromise, and that he so received 
it; and he had further expressed his belief that it woul 
be so viewed and so received in South Carolina. But the 
gentleman could not but be aware that the representa. 
tives of that State in this House did not represent the 
sovereignty of the State, but the convention did; and it 
was the convention who had declared the revenue laws nu} 
and void. Now, the bill of yesterday went just to re-enact 
the bill of July last, which bill the sovereignty of South 
Carolina had declared to all the world was null and yoid. 
Now, though such might be the opinion, or the hope, of 
the honorable gentleman, what security had the House 
that such would be the view of the sovereignty of South 
Carolina? and that the army of 12,000, now in arms 
against the laws of the Union, would be disbanded? or 
her courts, now shut against the officers of the Goverp. 
ment, would be opened? If the gentleman was author. 
ized to give the House such an assurance, let him stand 
up and give it. If South Carolina desired peace, and 
would disband her army, and submit to the laws, well; 
but if not, Mr. B. hoped the bill would pass, and not be 
postponed. 

Mr. CLAYTON observed that more questions had been 
asked than could be answered now, when the time allow- 
ed for discussion was so limited. The honorable gentle. 
man had said that the House had no assurance that the 
South would accept the tariff bill of yesterday as a com. 
promise. But Mr. C. would appeal to the liberality of 
the gentleman to say whether more was ever required by 
the House than the assurance of the representatives of 
any one State as to her views and purposes. The House 
had had the solemn assurance of a gentleman residing 
where the greatest grievance was said to exist; that gen- 
tleman had no doubt that the bill would be considered as 
a measure of pacification. Mr. C. concurred in this opi- 
nion most fully, but he could go no further. He had no 
hesitation in saying that the bill would give peace and 
quietness to the whole South. And why was he warrant: 
ed in coming to such a conclusion? Because but two 
members from that whole section of the Union, extending 
from the Potomac to Louisiana, had voted against the bill. 
Could there bea clearer evidence’ If, after having re- 
flected on the matter for two days, and suffered the ebul- 
lition of political feeling to subside, with the prospect of 
so soon separating from each other, any man could stil 
cherish a purpose of passing such a bill as this, Mr. € 
would say to him, is it not better to try to put the Gene- 
ral Government nearly in the right? Is it not better to 
trv the effect of the peace-offering we have held out, be- 
fore we think of measures of the opposite character’ Ii 
the tariff bill should not give peace to the country, it would 
place the States which should continue to disturb its 
peace in such a situation as would justify the convening 
of Congress immediately: and all could then judge which 
party was in fault. Nothing very material could take 
place before that time: and such a bill, if passed then, 
would have tenfold more influence than at present. 

But if the House should send the South a bill of con- 
promise, with a finger-board attached to it, pointing to 
|threat, and intimating that it was merely offered with a 

































i'view to pacify the State for the present moment, that the 


Government might, with the greater pretext of justice, 
‘come down upon it with vengeance, what must be the 
| probable, the natural consequence? Gentlemen should 
reason in that House as they reason when out of it. 
Suppose, in private life, a proposal for compromising 3 
| personal disagreement should be accompanied with a dis- 
itinct intimation that if the offer should not be promptUy 
received, the paity would immediately be put to = 
sword; would any high-minded man accept it? Wow’ 
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not the threat ensure the rejection? If gentlemen were bills and the incidental debate which had arisen. Why 
swayed by weight of argument, and not carried away by/|not at once withdraw the motion, and let the House dis- 
their passions; if they honestly wished to make an expe-|cuss the plain question before it? To-morrow would be 
riment for the pacification of the country, they would/|in time for the appropriation bills. Mr. W. was indeed 
promptly reject a bill like this. He concluded by moving /opposed to sitting on Sunday, unless there should be an 
to lay the bill upon the table. obvious necessity for it, but this now existed. He remem- 
Mr. BEARDSLEY demanded the yeas and nays upon|bered when a gentleman from Maryland, at a former ses- 
this motion; whereupon, sion, who was very anxious to prevent the passage of cer- 
Mr. CLAYTON withdrew his motion. tain bills, had brought the bible into the House, and read 
Mr. BURGES then said that he believed that it would |it to the members to awe their conscience, but it had been 
not be suspected of him that any thing he should say was/in vain: the House had proceeded to legislate. He hoped 
prompted by any wish to aid the present administration, |the gentleman would consider the attitude in which he 
further than in matters intimately connected with the safe-|stood, and would consent to withdraw the motion. 
ty of the country; he denied, however, for many reasons,}_ Mr. VERPILANCK said he had not invited the debate 
that the present administration measure should succeed, | for which it was attempted to hold him responsible; but, 
and the bill be passed; therefore he was opposed to thejas the gentleman’s remarks were evidently sincere, to 
motion to postpone. The lingering step of days had jobviate difficulty, he would move the previous question 
brought the House to almost its last day; and they had|on postponement. 
cried ** to-morrow” and ‘* to-morrow,” till but twoorthree} Mr. V., however, did not press the call. 
more to-morrows remained to actin. He would not say| Mr. INGERSOLL urged Mr. V. to accede to the re- 
that to postpone now would be to defeat, but all must see | quest of his friends. He had the passage of the appro- 
that such might not improbably be the result. All, then, | priation bills as much at heart as any one could; but the 
who believed the bill ought to pass, would vote against|motion to postpone would not secure that object, and 
the postponement. The House had heard it urged that}only tended to embarrass the House. The motion, he 
the bill ought not to be acted upon till they should hear/knew, proceeded from the best motives, but had not re- 
from South Carolina how the bill of yesterday was re-|ceived the sanction of the committee over which his friend 
ceived. Inthe name of Heaven, did gentlemen expect | presided. 
that House to do nothing until they should hear authori-| Mr. HAWES said he should vote to postpone. He 
tatively how South Carolina would receive the concilia-| hoped the House would take one more night to reflect 
tory measure already agreed to? Who there could tell?| upen the bill, and that it would then be laid aside entire- 
He readily granted that there might be gentlemen on that ly. A man must be credulous indeed to believe that the 
floor who were most intimately connected with the move-| convention of South Carolina would not withdraw their 
ments in that quarter, (he should not now attend to the| opposition the moment they should get news of the bill 
christening of those measures; that would be the office of| of compromise which had been passed. He saw no rea- 
history, ) and those gentlemen might know that the com-|son why the Government must issue a declaration of war 
bustion was gathering strength daily from the fuel around | against South Carolina, when but yesterday it had extend- 
it; but who could tell whether the little taper we had|ed the hand of peace and conciliation. ‘This bill was nei- 
sent to the South would be equal to the flame it might|ther more nor less than a declaration of war against that 
encounter there’ But, admitting that the bill would be| sovereign State. 
received as peace, and that South Carolina intended sub-| The CHAIR admonished Mr. Hawes that it was out 
mission to the laws; if so, where could be the objection! of order to go into the merits of the bill; the question 
toabill which only went to declare that in all the States! was on postponement. 
of this Union the laws shall be obeyed? Mr. B. had been| Mr. DANIEL said he should like to know of those who 
brought up in a region where obedience was required | were for the postponement, whether they were right cer- 
from all, and yielded by all. tain they could pass the appropriation bills in case there 
~— [The Caare here interposed, and reminded Mr. B. that|should be one refractory member. He merely wished to 
the question was on postponement merely. ] ask whether, supposing there should be one or two op- 
Mr. B. said he had been endeavoring to show that, if| posed to passing those bills, they could not keep off the 
the House postponed the bill, it must be lost. If, as has|the passage of them as long as they liked by continuing to 
been alleged, the bill was in accordance with what was| offer amendments in Committee of the Whole. The bills 
doing in South Carolina, why not pass it? What harm|could not be got out of committee while a single amend- 
could it do to those who meant to obey the laws? If it}ment was pending. And were gentlemen ready, for the 
was obnoxious to South Carolina, it must only be because | sake of this bloody bill, to starve the whole civil list? In 
she meant not to obey them; the United States were|their zeal to vindicate the honor and glory of the Govern- 
bound to give the people of that State a republican form|ment, would they put the Government in jeopardy of 
of Government, and to protect the Union party against |starving to death? He was opposed tothe postponement; 
the dominant faction who were for overturning all order. |he could not but recollect that he himself ate occasionally; 
Mr. B. had no idea that any thing but the power of the /and he had more charity of feeling than not to wish all to 
United States would silence that opposition which had |live and let live. He was anxious to get at this bill, this 
provided the military means for the utter overthrow of|bloody bill. The bill would do him no injury; but he 


the Government. knew those to whom its passage would be like swallowing 
Mr. CARSON said he hoped the House would cease to |a live catfish. ‘ 
debate this question. Let the vote be taken on postpon-| ‘The question was now put on Mr. Verrtancx’s motion 


ing, and if there was a majority disposed to pass the bill, |to postpone, and decided in the negative: Yeas 70, nays 
they would of course refuse to postpone. Those oppos-|127. So the House refused to postpone the bill. 
ed to it would vote for the motion. Mr. C. considered it} Mr. CARSON said that his motion to refer the bill toa 
isatestvote. Ifthe bill must pass, let it pass at once, |Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union being 
and be done with it. istill before the House, if it should be withdrawn, the bill 
Mr. WAYNE requested Mr. Verrtancx to withdraw |itself would then be a legitimate subject of discussion, 
his motion to postpone. It could not answer the purpose |To persist in his motion would be useless, and he should 
he intended, and only operated to hinder the bill from |thérefore withdraw it. ‘The bill being now before the 
being discussed. The gentleman had two conflicting re-|House, he wished to offer a few ideas upon some of its 
sponsibilities; he was in a strait between his appropriation | provisions 
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{Mr. WICKLIFFE here made a question of order,* and 
insisted that the bill ought to go to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and there receive its first discussion. This 
was required by the spirit of a decision made by the Chair 
a few days ago. 

The CHAIR replied that this question had been al- 
ready decided. The Chair had pronounced the decision 
some days ago, that this bill did not require to go to a 
Committee of the Whole. } 

Mr. CARSON resumed, and had just remarked that 
this was the eighth year he had served in that hall-- 
when 

{Mr. COKE rose to order, and inquired whether this 
bill was first to receive the action of the House in the 
House itself, or in a Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. WAYNE called Mr. Coxe to order, as making a 
question which was already settled. 

Mr. ARNOLD called Mr. Wayne to order. 

The CHAIR called all the gentlemen to order. 

* TO THE EDITORS. 
Wasuarneton, March 1, 1833. 


Messrs. Gules &? Seaton: The question of order raised 
by myself, on Wednesday, in the House of Representa- 
tives, when the bill for collecting the revenue was called 
up for consideration and discussion in the House, is one, 
in my opinion, of too much importance to permit it to 
pass with the brief notice taken of it in your report. I 
must, therefore, in order to relieve myself from the im- 
putation of making captious objections, ask the liberty of 
inserting the questions in the columns of your paper, and 
desire that they may be translated into your Register of 
Debates. 

By the 101st rule of tie House, it is declared that 
** No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon the 
people, shall be discussed the day on which it is made or 
offered; and every such proposition shall receive its first 
discussion in a Committee of the Whole House.” 

The 103d rule provides, that ** All proceedings touch- 
ing appropriations of money shall be first discussed in a 
Committee of the Whole House.” 

It is presumed that the object of these rules was to 
ensure to a minority in every case, a full, free, and un- 
restricted discussion in a Committee of the Whole, where 
the freedom and latitude of debate are greater than in the 
House. 

The adoption of these two rules was designed to have 
the effect of compelling a majority to submit their mea- 
sures for free discussion to a Committee of the Whole, 
when they could not, by the use of the previous ques- 
tion, prevent all debate, and thereby also protect the de- 
formity and iniquity of their high-handed measures, in- 


volving and drawing after them large expenditures of 


public money from exposition and just reprobation. 

Believing that the bill entitled ‘* An act further to pro- 
vide for the collection of duties on imports,” was a mea- 
sure coming within the purview of the rules above, and 
also believing the principles involved in the said bill were 
of a character which required a full, free, and unrestrict- 
ed discussion, I felt it my duty to raise the question of or- 
der, particularly when I saw and witnessed a demand for 
the previous question sustained by an overwhelming ma- 
jority, before the bill in fact had ever been read in the 
House. The time to present the question was, when 
some member had commenced the discussion of the bill 
in the House upon its merits. 

When the member from North Carolina [Mr. Carson] 
commenced the first discussion upon the merits of the 
bill, therefore, I raised the question of order, and de- 
manded that the Speaker should decide whether, under 
the two rules above cited, the bill must not receive its 
first discussion in Committee of the Whole House. 
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Mr. COKE said that the rules of the House required 
that a bill of this character should first be considered in 
Committee of the Whole House. This was a preliminary 
question, and must first be decided. 5 

The CILAIR said the question had been settled, and 
the gentleman from North Carolina was entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. COKE requested Mr. Canson to yicld the floor, 
that this question might be discussed. 

Mr. CARSON said he had not been treated with kind- 
ness, and did not feel himself under any obligation to com- 
ply with the request. He should not yield the floor. 

Mr. MERCER rose, by permission of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, to say that, as no proposition had 
been made by that gentleman, no point of order could le- 
gitimately be raised. 

The CHAIR again declared that the floor could not be 
taken from the gentleman from North Carolina, who was 
entitled now to proceed. 


What followed is copied below, from the minutes of the 
Clerk: 

‘* Mr. Carson withdrew his motion to commit the bill 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and proceeded to discuss the said bill; when 

‘© Mr. Wickuirre rose to a question of order, and 
stated that this was a bill which, by the rules of this House, 
must receive its first discussion in a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

** The Seeaxer decided that it was not in order for the 
member from Kentucky [Mr. Wick.irrr] now to raise 
the question of order, and thereby to deprive the men- 
ber from North Carolina [Mr. Carson] of the floor. 

‘¢ From this decision Mr. Wick irre appealed; and the 
question was put, Shall the decision of the Speaker stand 
as the judgment of the House? and passed in the affirm. 
ative.” 

Thus it will appear that the honorable Speaker decid- 
ed that it was out of order for a member to raise this im- 
portant question of order, because thereby it deprived 
the member from North Carolina, for the time being, of 
the floor, and the House sustained that decision. Hovw- 
ever incorrect | think this decision to be, I do not design 
to discuss it, but I must be allowed to say it was a very 
ingenious mode to avoid a decision upon the main and 
important question, whether this bill, by the rules of the 
House, must not have its first discussion in Committee of 
the Whole House. 

I will point to some of the features of the bill, in order 
to see whether it is a bill or proceeding touching appro- 
priations of money; whether itis a bill, which by its pro 
visions may involve ‘* a charge upon the people.” 

Under the first section of the bill, the President is au- 
thorized, whenever, in his discretion, it may be necessary 
for a particular purpose, to call into his service the entire 
military and naval power, and the entire militia of the 
United States. Is this a bill which draws after it “a 
charge upon the people” whenever the President shall 
execute the mandates of this law? ; 

If it were a law declaring war against a foreign State 
or Power, would it be contended that it involved no 
** charge upon the people?” ; 

When the whole military arm of the Government 's 
put in requisition, will it be contended that no charge 
is raised ** upon the people?” : 7 

It was because I was denied the opportunity of pre- 
senting this question for the decision of the Speaker, that 
{ appealed, and the decision, as pronounced, is, that a 
member has not a right to raise a question of order, be- 
cause, by doing so, he would thereby deprive a member 
(who may be speaking to a question out of order) of the 
floor. Respectfully, 

C. A. WICKLIFFE. 
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From this decision Mr. WICKLIFFE took an appeal. | Washington. But, in proportion to the power of doing 
Mr. TAYLOR made some remarks, imperfectly heard |good, was the corresponding power of doing injury. 
by the reporter, the substance of which, however, was|‘That injury was now about to be inflicted. It would be 
understood to be, that the Speaker had no power either |inflicted by this bill. Mr. C. might be mistaken in this 
to prevent the House from committing the bill, or to com-| foreboding; and when he saw himself separated from so 
pel itto do so. ‘The House was perfectly free, and might | many of his friends in relation to it, he wished he could 
take whichever course it should prefer. believe that he was; but he could not see such a bill about 
Mr. McDUFFIE said he trusted that the gentleman /|to pass without offering some feeble opposition to it. He 
from Kentucky (Mr. Wiextirre}] would not press his} would remind gentlemen with whom he had formerly act- 
question of order. It must be perfectly obvious that it}ed, and who now were prepared to vote for this bill be- 
would be utterly unavailing. It was obvious that a majo-|cause it had the Executive recommendation, of some 
rity of the House was determined to act upon the bill, | things that seemed to be forgotten. He was well aware 
without committing it, and he would throw no difficulty | that they acted under a high sense of duty, and consider- 
in its way: to persist would only give the majority a pre-| ed themselves as having a high moral duty to perform. 
text for calling the previous question. He was for meet-| But he would recall their recollections to the sessions of 
ing the question fairly and openly. 1826-’7, when a gentleman was President who now sat 
Mr. DANIEL said that if the rule declared the bill] near him in that House, [Mr. Apams.] The Executive 
must go to a committee, that rule could not be changed] had sent, during that session, a message to the House 
but by a vote of two-thirds of the House. having reference to the execution of a treaty with the 
After some further very desultory discussion as to the|Creek Indians. In that paper he had very strongly 
question ef order, the Chair stated its decision substan-|squinted at the employment of force. He had spoken 
tially as follows: in it of a **superadded obligation” arising from his oath 
The Speaker having been asked whether this bill re-| of office. Mr. C. and his coadjutors had pounced upon 
quired commitment, had said that, in his opinion, it did} the passage as hungry pikes would pounce upon a roach. 
not. The gentleman from North Carolina had then mey- They were all ready in a moment, with their gaffs on, to 
edito commit the bill, but had subsequently withdrawn] fly at the man who had presumed to send such a message 
the motien, and commenced to discuss the merits of the/ to that House. 
bill. Under these circumstances, the Chair had decided} (Mr. C. here quoted the message. ] 
that the gentleman was entitled to the floor, and could] In the first part this paper said that the author abstain- 
not be deprived of it by a question of order as to the com-| ed from using the force in his control, because he knew 
mitment of the bill. that those who opposed the execution of the treaty were 
The question was then put, and the decision of the acting under the laws of a sovereign State, and believed 
Chair afirmed without a count.} that they were doing their duty. Now, Mr. C. would say 
Mr. CARSON thereupon resumed the floor, and con-| to gentlemen who had voted with him en that occasion, 
tinued the course of his remarks. that before they voted for the present bill they ought to 
From the ebvious majority against him, it would have| go to that yrentleman and ask his pardon. It was due to 
been useless for him to persevere in attempting to get the| themselves. It was due to him. Every one recollected 
bill committed; and therefore it was that he had with-| what a sensation that message had produced in the House; 
drawn his motion. He now rose to perform a solemn du-| every one must remember the able report upon it in the 
ty; such a one as he had once hoped would never have Senate. Yet there, the Executive abstained from using 
been his lot, and one which filled him with the deepest] force, because the individuals were acting under the au- 
regret: it was to part with a number of gentlemen with| thority of a State. Compare this language with the bill 
whom it had been his pride and pleasure heretofore to| now before the House; it was Hyperion toa Satyr. Com- 
act. But the hour was come in which he was called to pare the bill with the alien and sedition law—that odious 
separate himself from them. He regretted this the more, | act which had been virtually repealed by the public sen- 
as he knew that it would operate as a banishment of him-| timent of the American people—and it dwindled into in- 
self from the regard of a man whom he had delighted to] significance. A comparison of the two bills would be 
honor; a man whom he had served, if not with as much| sufficient to convince any man of the character of this 
ability, at least with as much honest zeal as ever son felt| measure. The Slien law empowered the President to or- 
toward the person and the reputation of his own father.| der such as he might consider dangerous and suspected 
Never had his heart known such a fecling of devotion to-| aliens to depart from the country; and if they refused, to 
ward any human being, unconnected with himself by} imprison them. 
blood, as toward Andrew Jackson. But he had arrived| [Here Mr. C. quoted the alien law. ] 
at the spot where they must part. Lear had banished his} | ‘That bill permitted a man to be tried by his peers; but 
Cordelia, and had divided his estate between Regan and| did this bill permit any such thing? Did the alien bill 
Goneril, because they were more vociferous in the pro-|send a sword? No; but look at what this bill provided. 
fession of their attachment than his poor Cordelia. He] {Here Mr. C. quoted the clause in relation to unlawful 
had banished, too, the honest Kent. Yet Mr. C. felt it to] assemblages of people.] ‘* May be deemed”—deemed 
he difficult, when the affections of the heart had once|by whom? Why, by the President, to be sure; or by a 
been so devoted, to indulge in any expression of censure,| creature he should appoint. What did this bill do but 
even where the object of those affections was most in er-| put a sword into the hand of the Executive against his 
ror. He felt, on the contrary, that he would rather hide| fellow-citizens? It empowered him to ride rough-shod 
such things from the world, and let them be consigned to| over the sovereignty of a State of this Union. The advo- 
perpetual oblivion. But this bill—how could it be hid-| cates of the bill might deny the fact; but what had pro- 
den? He met it on his way; he had not gone to seek it;| duced the act? Was it not the sovereign action of a sove- 
itmet him, and he could not avoid it. God knew what|reign State? And what had the House heard this day and 
had been his feelings on first perusing it. He saw at] yesterday from a native son of Carolina? from a gentleman 
once that the line of separation was drawn forever. The] indebted to her for his birth and his existence? That this 
fault was not his. The measure had broken upon the| bill was all-important to heal the wounds of a minority of 
nation like a thunder clap; it was not merely Mr. C.’s| that State. 
misfortune, but that of the whole American people.| [Here Mr. MITCHELL, of South Carolina, interposed, 
With the popularity he enjoyed, that individual could have] and flatly denied that he had said any such thing.] 
done more good than any other man since the days of! The gentleman certainly had said that it was due to the 
Vou, 1X.~—115 
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Union party of South Carolina that the bill should pass. |ington was good authority. He heard a gentleman be- 
And why? It gave the collector of the revenue at Charles-| hind him saying, he had been, until now. This was very 
ton, with one or two others, power to call out the forees|true. He could not now be considered as authority any 
of the whole American nation, to put down the sovereign-|longer. Hamilton had said, in terms, that the States hac 
ty of a State acting through a majority of its citizens.| not parted with their sovereignty, but had delegated ir, 


That was plainly the view of the bill, and of those who 


Mr. C. had been much troubled on this subject, and had 


supported it; it wasto put South Carolina down; it was} written to the venerable and venerated Macon, and had 
to put her leaders down; none could doubt this. The| requested a statement of his views. He held in his hand 


law, indeed, was general in its language; and it might 
even now be brought to bear upon Massachusetts, as 
rightfully as upon South Carolina; for the Massachusetts 
Legislature had passed a law which certainly squinted 
hard at nullification; the weasel was in part out of the 
bag, though they could not yet see the whole of him. 
And the tariff bill might yet raise storms at the North, 
which would require such a bill asthis to quell. Though 
now the bill was receiving the aid of all the Eastern States, 
the time might yet come when those States would them-| 
selves be lashed with the whip they had put in the hands 
of the Executive. 

The remarks of the gentleman from New York [Mr 
Bearpstxer] showed the lawyer, and were better suited 
to the meridian of a county court than to the halls of| 
Congress. 

His friend from South Carolina [Mr. McDurrir] had 
said that the bill which had been held out as the olive 
branch of peace would, he doubted not, be accepted as 
such. In 8 to this, gentlemen had said that his friend, 


the answer to that letter; in which the aged patriot de- 
precated the employment of all foree, and gave it as his 
opinion that sccession was the rightful remedy. This 
would have saved the Southern States from the oppres 
sions they endured. 

{Here Mr. C. quoted from the letter. } 

Were not these the words of wisdom? In addition ¢ 
this, he might refer gentlemen to the expressed opinion 
of another enlightened statesman, (a great friend of Mr 
Macon, ) an opinion which ought to have great weight in 
that House. It was the opinion of John Randolph, of 
Roanoke, under whose voice the ancient and unterrified 
commonwealth of Virginia was waking up to the dangers 
of the constitution. That venerable commonwealth m ghi 
yet rue the extent to which her confiding nature had 
betrayed her. But she was not to be pressed too far 
When Virginia willed, what she willed would be don 
Had Virginia taken the lead, instead of South Carolina, 
the distracting questions which were now convulsing the 
country would long ago have been settled. She hac suf- 


and others from South Carolina, were not to be believed | fered South Carolina to take the lead, but she was not 
in this assurance, because members on this floor did not| humbled by following such an example. She was tread- 
represent the sovereignty of a State, but the South Ca-|ing in the footsteps of a gallant band, illustrious alike foi 
rolina convention did, and that therefore the convention |intellect and patriotism—a band which Mr. C. was de- 
alone could act and speak on the subject. But what was | lighted and honored to join. Russia, indeed, had her P: 
said by the papers against nullification? Did they as-|land, England had her Ireland, and this Government 
cribe the heats in South Carolina to the convention? Or/might have her South Carolina. But, if her resistance 
did they ascribe them to his friend and to his coadjutors?| was to be borne down and swept away; if her fields must 
The language of those papers was, ‘*Calhoun, McDuffie,|be given to desolation, and her sons to the sword, the 
Hamilton, and Hayne, and a few others, have led the peo-| historian and the philosopher of after ages would say of 
ple of South Carolina into an error, and they it is who|South Carolina, that she ought to feel prouder in the 
ought to suffer.” Ay, sir, and how? Asa mere matter|glorious development of the intellect and patriotism of 
of curiosity, Mr. C. would show the gentleman from New| her sons, though they might be carried to a premature 
York how the people of his State thought these men} grave, than if they had been willing to live an eternity in 
ought to suffer. bondage. 

Mr. C. here produced one of the ktters recently re-| The bill, it appeared, must pass, for the sake of the 
ceived by Mr. Calhoun from the State of New York. | Union party in South Carolina. The State, he knew, had 

That gentleman, he said, had been about to throw it | many distinguished citizens within the limits of that party 
into the fire, when Mr. C. had rescued and preserved it.| men, whose characters and motives he believed to be pe 
The letter represented a large gallows, with coffins be-|fectly honorable and patriotic, and he regretted that any 
neath it, and men lying in them. Such were the produc-} man should request, on their behalf, that such an act as 
tions which were every day received by that distinguished | this should pass against his own State. While he heard 
man. Mr.C. thought they were worthy to be combin-|that request preferred, he could not but think of the 
ed with the coffin handbills. Another letter contained a| beautiful lines of Moore in relation to Ireland. Had this 
lock ofhemp. He blushed to think that communications | bill been directed against North Carolina, and Mr. C had 
of this kind should heve been made by his countrymen. } been a member of a large minority of that State, and 
He blushed yet more when he observed the post-mark| majority of the State (to which his allegiance was du 
upon that letter. It was marked ‘* Salem, Tennessee.’’| had resolved itself into an elementary assembly, and had 
Yes, he blushed that any citizen of the daughter of North} decided that the constitution had been violated by any 
Carolina should stoop to such an act. He trusted there|law of the Union, he should have scorned to ask the aid 
was only one man in the State who would be guilty of|}of the General Government, or of any other foreign Go- 
such meanness. It seemed, however, that, for purposes] vernment, to put down his mother, to trample on his pa- 
of evil, Mr. Calhoun and his friends were to be held able} rent, and send down her name dishonored to posterity. 
to do any thing they pleased, but for purposes of peace But Mr. C. felt himself too feeble to proceed. rhis 
and conciliation, they could do nothing, and their assur-| was the last time that his voice would ever be heard in 
ances were not to be listened to. that hall; and, when the session should close, he should 

This bill ought never to pass unless that House was|part with many whom he never expected to see aguln. 
prepared to go against the doctrine of State sovereignty. | Feeling deeply conscious of that frailty which was inci- 
The authority of Washington had been appealed to; but|dent to humanity, he would take this occasion to say that, 
President Washington never spoke of the General Go-|if he had spoken or acted in a way that might wound 
vernment as the Government of the United States. He/jthe feelings of any, he had to request upon this, the last 
never called it a National Government. Gentlemen could] occasion he might ever address them, that they would 
not find the word ‘* national” or ** nation” in any one of|hold nothing in their hearts against him; for he retained 
his messages to Congress. The phrase always was, ‘* The|in his nothing unkind or resentful toward any indiv idual 
United States,” or ** These Confederated States.” Wash-|before him. He regretted to be obliged to differ in sen- 
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timent from any of the friends with whom he had so long] have proved fatal to all other Governments, will lose their 
acted; but let them differ as brethren. Whenever or! pernicious tendency when exerted on our own.” 
wherever they met him, they should find his heart and Mr. Speaker: Iam not so vain as to believe I shall, this 
his hand open to them all. night, make the slightest impression upon atry member 
The House here, on motion of Mr. CLAYTON, took a! who favors the passage of the bill upon your table. I 
recess until six o’clock. should feel humiliated if my discernment was so far sus- 
pected as to raise the belief that I did not perceive the 
‘‘malign influence” under which this measure is insidi- 
The House resumed the consideration of the revenue} ously creeping to the execution of its purpose. To check 
collection bith it here, [have no expectation. But, asI said on a former 
Mr. CLAYTON, of Georgia, rose in opposition to the| occasion, there is no place in this wide empire, from which 
bill. It has been well said by an old author, said Mr. C.,|the people may be so weil enlightened, as from the halls 
that when a Government intends to commit violence upon| of Congress. It is the stand to which twelve millions of 
the rights of the people, its first attempt is to put out the) eyes are directed, and to the preachings from which the 
Jaws, as others, on like occasions, put out the lights. We| same number of ears are listening. To this more than 
allow the disburdening of a ship in imminent peril of| ordinary attention, and still deeper anxiety, I address my- 
wreck, but this will not excuse those who, upon a feign-| self; and if there is left any thing of candor or judgment 
ed foresight of a State tempest; shall immediately cast law | in this great auditory, free from the influence of party 
and conscience overboard, discard and quit rudder and_/ strifes, personal politics, or paltry devotion to a name, I 
compass, and so assist the danger they pretend to fear. | trust the appeal will not be made in vain. 
As a pretext to fall upon the people, they are to be visit-| The bill we are called on to pass, amounts to a declara- 
ed with frequent vexations; and lest these should be healed tion, without mincing the matter, that the States of this 
by that generous forbearance peculiar to a love of coun- confederacy, as States, may be compelled by the military 
try, their sores are to be regrained and exasperated, un-| force of the Government to yield implicit obedience to the 
der all the urging circumstances that come within the in-|laws of a majority of Congress, no matter what may be 
vention of scandal. And hence it is a principle in the ‘their character; and that there is no other relief but the 
politics of tyranny to make every infirmity a fault, and | virtue of the longest sword and the strongest arm, wield- 
every fault a crime. Such as study to be great by any |ed under the dread alternative of triumph or treason. And 
means, must by all means forget to be just; and they that what is worse, though one is the creature of the other, 
will usurp dominion over others, must first become slaves|yet the creator alone can commit treason. The creature 
to the worst of tyrants—a lust after power. Power, when |has nothing to lose in the conflict. 1t draws its resources 
unchained, stops at nothing short of full gratification, and | from the author of its own being, by which it makes its 
by nothing is it so much delighted as the red ruins of|conquests, and is subject to no pains or penalties; 
wasted countries, desolated fields, and demolished habita-| while, on the contrary, the State has every thing to for- 
tions; and this scene is greatly heightened in its hell-smit-|feit, and pays the expense of the war on both sides. Is 
ten aspect, if there be left to brood over the mischief the | this a false statement of the case? Then what has pro- 
solitude of widowhood, and the destitution of orphanage. |duced this state of things? That which has produced 
Such may be the result of this day’s legislation, and there | more real discontent than all other matters besides: I mean 
is to come out of it this lesson, that, in the promptings of |taxation. In countries where the people are taxed to sup- 
ambition, power cannot be purchased too dear, though it | port the splendor of kings, the luxurious indulgence of 
cost the blood of millions. In the contemplation of a prin- | noble families, of particular dynasties, and are educated 
ciple so desponding, there is left one consolation, poor, I/to believe that such impositions are all right, and is the 
confess, that it will not be the first supremacy that has |very essence of duty, it is a matter of little concern how 
been won and worn upor the length and keenness of a| much their oppressors afflict them. But in this enlighten- 
usurping sword. led country, where men know their rights, and are taught, 
It is the remark of an eminent divine, that, in entering | from the republican simplicity of their Government, that 
upon the discussion of an important question, it is all-im- | taxes are property, and just so much and no more is re- 
portant to catch, in the beginning, the fixed attention of the | quired, as is honestly necessary for the frugal purposes of 
hearers, and nothing is so well calculated to effect this ob- | Government to protect the residue left in the hands of the 
ject as the reading of some striking passage from a popu-|contributor, it becomes a subject of just complaint when- 
lar author. Knowing and fecling how much J need such | ever these [mits are transcended. For whom, then, are 
aid, I will present you, from this same divine, that very |these taxes levied? Are they for the Government? Not 
stimulant which he, in much good sense, recommends. |so. The President has said they are not necessary, more 
** The vessel (says he) of our republic, driven by the gales | than is wanting, ought to be reduced; recommends it, and 
of discontent, and hurried still faster by the secret current |considers the South badly treated. A reduction of six 
of luxury and power, is following the same course, and {millions of taxes, which the Secretary of the Treasury says 
fast approaching the same rocks which have proved fatal |can be readily spared, will end all our strifes, and render 
toso many before us. Already may we hear the roar- | this odious law perfectly unnecessary. Why can it not be 
ing of the surge; already do we begin to circle round the |donc? Was there ever before an instance of one portion 
vortex which is soon to engulph us. Yet we see no dan- lof the people fighting the other to keep on the taxes, and 
ger. Invain does experience offer us the wisdom of past the Government standing by, with its pockets as full as it 
ages for our direction; in vain does the genius of history | wants, encouraging the battle? Look at the matter in its 
spread her chart, and point out the ruin towards which we {true colors. ‘The South has been complaining for ten 
are advancing; in vain do the ghosts of departed Govern-| years, in every form that unredressed injury can suggest; 
ments, lingering around the rocks on which they perish-|and they have been as constantly repelled by every ex- 
ed, warn us of our approaching fate, and eagerly strive to | cuse that insatiable avarice could invent, and none so of- 
terrify us from our course. It seems to be an immutable |ten urged as the public debt. Well, now the public debt 
law of our nature, that nations, as well as individuals, shall | is paid. What next? Behold the Government, in honest 
learn wisdom by no experience but their own. That blind, |truth, comes out and says, we have as much as we want 
that accursed infatuation, which ever appears to govern |out of you, and more too; but here are a few eager ma- 
mankind when their most important interests are concern- nufacturers standing at our back, who state that they are 
ed, leads us, in defiance of reason, experience, and com- | not yet satisfied, and urge as a reason why we should let 
mon sense, to flatter ourselves that the same causes which | them subsidize you a little longer, that you are putting on 
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the Government will not suffer it, to permit you to ques- 
tion our authority to tax you for whatever purpose we 
please. True, these manufacturers have driven you to 
desperation, and to drive you out of it again becomes a 
pretext to keep on the taxes. Lay down your arms, fall 
on your knees, and raise your hands and eyes in supplica- 
tion, and we have no doubt they will take the matter into 
their serious consideration at the next session of Congress! 
New, Mr. Speaker, you may think this is no hard matter 
to bear, and that we ought to try it a little longer; but 
mark me, we are in and about the very point where it 
ean be endured no longer, and this Congress would do 
well to pause before they move any further, What is it 
you want—taxes? For what? For the Government? Take 
what you please to any amount for its honest purposes. 
Have you ever been stinted? Your Secretary says you 
cannot possibly spend more than fifteen millions, and the 
allowance of this sum will reduce ovr burdens six mil- 
lions. Why will you not doit? Do yeu want more for 
yourselves? Only observe for a moment how bountifully 
you are supplied out of these fifteen millions. Bear with 
me while I tell the people, who are working under God’s 
curse for what little they earn, how sumptuously their go- 
vernors live. 

First, go with me to the palace of your President; see 
the splendors of his household, view the lawns and arti- 
ficial hills and dales that surround his mansion, made on 
purpose to regale his eye, and varied every year to relieve 
his vision from the dulness of monotony! All this comes 
out of the estimate of fifteen millions; said to be wanted 
for the use of the Government! Come with me to the 
gaudy exhibitions displayed in both halls of Congress; see 
our hundred white servants, subject to our beck and call, 
and we can hardly lift a dranght of water to our lips with- 
out their help! See the splendid gardens and enclosures 
provided for our special comfort and refreshment! One 
pavement, of ninety feet in length and forty in breadth, 
has cost four thousand dollars! One enclosure of eight 
acres, for a botanic garden, in front of this magnificent 
building, is about to cost us twenty thousand dollars. The 
bringing of water from a spring in the adjacent country, 
to sport in a fountain before the Capitol, is to cost thirty 
thousand more. It was but last night you gave away to 
this city, alone, eight hundred thousand dollars, besides 
one hundred thousand for paving its streets. The appro- 
priation for what is so wastefully scattered over this build- 
ing and its various apartments, [ mean fuel and statione- 
ry, is one hundred thousand dollars a year, a sum suffi- 
cient to defray the separate civil list of half the States in 
the Union. ‘Iwo thousand dollars to paper three rooms 
in the Presideni’s palace, enough to build forty habita- 
tions for those in the bumbler walks of life, who are the 
tax-paying people. All this, and I barely mention a few 
items, to show the character and extravagance of public 
expenditure, also comes out of this estimate of fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars, intended to supply the wants of the Go- 
vernment. 

Yes, sir, the wants of the Government! And when 
the people, with a holy devotion for the Government of 
their choice, are willing to submit to these impositions, 
and to gratify these frugal wants, it is not enough; they 
must contribute to the similar wants of private gentlemen, 
and to the gratification of the like kind of splendor; be- 
cause, forsooth, they have idle money about them that 
must be put to profitable employment, through the agen- 
cy of the Government, and at the expense of the great 
mass of the laboring South. And when the South com- 
plains, they are told, your conduct is insolent, your course 
is rebellious, and your doctrines are treasonable! It be- 
comes our duty, and is demanded by the dignity of our 
Government, in the language of the Chief Magistrate of 
the nation to a member of this House, ‘*to put you down.” 
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the signs of rebellion, and it will never do, the pride of} These additional taxes, ever and above the wants of the 


Government, so long complained of, and now of a charac. 
ter no longer to be borne, have brought up the South to 
the point of resistance. South Carolina has said she su). 
mits no longer. The rest of the South will soon folloy 

Tyranny, always cowardly, has taken the alarm. Every 
thing is magnified into rebellion. Wonderful signs, as of 
old, have appeared. ‘The earth and air are filled wit) 
prognosties. Expresses freighten the country, from Wash 
ington to Charleston. <A steamboat has been scen to re- 
verse its flag, the Union down. One star ona blood red 
flag has been seen in the South. On the morning the pro 

clamation made its appearance in the Senate, no prayers 
had been said in that body. The flag of Congress, ov that 
same morning, was observed to be flapping in confusion, 
only half mast high. One of the thirteen stars, represent 

ing the thirteen States, in the Virginia Capitol, fell on the 
day that that grave body were discussing federal relation: 

These were fearful omens of approaching war and rebe! 

hon; and, as history plainly shows, should never be dis. 
regarded by a cautious and wise Government. And by 
way of showing you, Mr. Speaker, how necessary it is to 
watch the signs, and to regulate affairs thereby, let me, 
without reminding you of the oracles of old, bring to your 
notice what was done by our sage and foreknowing {i 

thers, in that island from which we sprang, about two 
hundred years ago, under similar circumstances. 1 read 
from the tracts of old Lord Somers, a quaint but higlily 
instructive author, to whose amusing and vastly edifying 
lessons I invite the attention of the House. Ht is well to 
make comparisons between periods separated by long 
lapses of time, in order to mark owr wonderful increase 
of knowledge, and the great improvement of our taste and 


judgment. To this end, I shall use this author frequent 


ly in the progress of my remarks; and, therefore, onee 
for all, formally introduce him to your acquaintance, and 
commend him to your polite civilities. Well, what says 
Lord Somers as to signs? Listen: 

** The whiggish signs and apparitions, foretelling their 
rebellion, and the Dutch war, as you will find in two pieces 
entitled Mirabilis Annis, 1 and 2, viz. 

** Prodigious signs and apparitions, denoting war, & 
First, the likeness of a ship seen in the air at Stratford, by 
Bow, near London, in September, 1660. 

‘*’Fwo meteors like a streamer, or a besom, seen in 
Wood street, 12th of October, 1660, means Van ‘Fromp’s 
broom at his topmast-head. ‘These relate to the Dutch war 

**Now for wiggish armies, or their rebellions against the 
King. Strange and terrible noise heard in the air, as beat 
ing of drums, the reports of great and small guns, in Ja 
nuary, 1660. 

** The form of a town well fortified seen in the air, 22d 
of April, 1661. 

*¢ The noise of beating a drum, and of clattering of ar- 
mor, and the groans of dying men heard in the air, Ist ol 
September, 1661. 

* Dreadful noise, like the report of great guns, with the 
beating of drums, heard in the air, Ist of May, 1601. 

‘* The form of a lion, a unicorn, and bear, fighting for 
a crown, together with an army of horse and foot, scen 
29th of May, 1661.” 

** The form of a coffin, together with two armics, secn 
in the heavens, encountering each other, 22d June, 1661 
Now, (continues the author, ) what, pray, were these ap- 
paritions, prodigies, and judgments, printed privately, 
and handed about to the party for, if it was not with de- 
sign to foretell, and also to usher in, under the umbrage 
of miracles, their intended villanous plots and conspira 
cies? and these encouraged the ignorant multitude, un- 
der their seditious preachers and leaders, to commit these 
unnatural rebe.lions against his Majesty’s person and G 
vernment; and I think they are too visible te be denied 
by the most audacious of their party.” 
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Our author then states these signs were so frightful in| 
their nature, and the Dutch and whigs having threatened) 
to take the forts and magazines of the nation, it so in-| 
censed the people, that the King, highly offended, issued) 
a proclamation, commanding all the Dutch ships in the 
ports of England to be stopped; and all further treaties 
of pacification being laid aside, both nations prepared for 
war.—See Troubles of Eng. p.3, fol. 73. 

“* During (as the history continues) the preludes of 
the approaching war, the Dutch, a more contumelious 
than formidable enemy, inflamed the rage and hatred off 
the English people, by several scurrilous libels, medals, 
and many base and satirical pictures, according to the in- 
nate insolency and barbarous vanity of that people.” _ 

«* By one picture they did basely represent the English 
nation a lion, depicted without a tail, with three crowns 
reversed. 

** Another was a picture of many mastiff dogs, whose 
ears were cropped and tails cut off.” — Vide Dr. Collins's 
Survey of Muscovy, cap. 26. 

‘In dishonor to the King and the English nation, they 
trailed the English colors, defiled with their excrements, 
through the streets, and at the sterns of their boats, 
whereby foreigners were persuaded that our navy were 
totally destroyed by the Dutch, and that they had gained 
the sovereignty of the seas. 

‘Other curious prints were divulged every where, 
of the English Phzton’s being overthrown, not by the 
thunderbolts of Jove, but by the valor of the Dutch. It 
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of Carolina, which need not now be mentioned, he be- 
lieves they or any of them ever contemplated disunion, 
or designed to capture the military posts of the Govern- 
ment. No, sir, no man so abuses his own judgment, 


much less the integrity of these distinguished patriots, as 


to credit for a moment suspicions almost too gross for 
the fanatic credulity of which I have just given a speci- 
men from the venerable Lord Somers. But great com- 
plaint is made of the war preparations of South Carolina. 
Can any one be serious in saying that there is no cause 
for this? A State surrounded by military force denied 
the right to prepare to meet it! Take care, Mr. Speaker; 
this is alarming doctrine to the States! In vain the con- 
stitution allows the privilege to the citizen to bear arms 
for his protection, if, when he rubs up his musket and 
furnishes it with a flint, he runs the risk of becoming a 
traitor! Sir, preparation is no force; as well may you 
tell me that the gentleman who sits before me with his 
sword cane, and which, no doubt, he carries for his 
honest defence, is obliged to run it through the body of 
the first man he meets, because he has thought proper to 
be ready for the assaults of either insolence or avarice. I 
well remember, sir, my own State had once to make 
warlike preparation aguinst the usurpations of this same 
Government, and I should like te see the man who would 
dare to say she meant any thing more than the lawful de- 
fence of her undoubted rights. Against this Union she 
never meditated the slightest movement; but against the 
unconstitutional acts of its Government, she did plant 


seems Britannia, or Old England, was no longer seated| herself upon her arms, and hurled defiance in the very 


on her globe, with her feet on the sea, but prostrate on} teeth of your usurping laws. 


the dry land, Holland being mounted on an elephant, 
trampling upon her. Also, a boar, cutting off the tails of 
the mastiffs, whereof some ran away, and others sat tick- 
ing their sores; others stood barking ata distance, with 
this inscription: ‘ The English dogs and vipers destroyed 
by the valor of the Hollanders, in such manner that they 
never shall give the world further trouble.’ ’— Vide Stubs’s 
Further Justification, &c. fol. 2, 3. 

«* And, lest we should stand in need of some of these 
extraordinary pictures of the Dutch, the Flying Post has 
supplied us with another. He tells us that some of their 
wanton limners drew King Charles the Second with his 
pockets turned inside out. ‘This was when there was a 
secret understanding between the Dutch and the faction 
in the whiggish Parliament, while they had agreed not 
to give him a penny of moncy unless he would consent 
to have himself dethroned by giving away his preroga- 
tive.”— Vide Oates’s Pic. 22. 

Thus ends our author upon the notable subject of 
signs, and they bear such a remarkable resemblance to 


our own times, I trust they have not been uninteresting. | 
: 7s | 
Our signs have denoted ‘‘ villanous plots and conspira- 


cies,” and the ignorant multitude, under their seditious 
leaders, have meditated not only rebellion against his 
** Majesty’s Government,” but a dismemberment of the 
Union itself, and hence great preparations of war have 
been made. ‘Troops have been sent from Norfolk to 
Charleston, * and fifty rounds of ammunition to the gun” 
have been ordered. A part of the navy has besieged 
that port. A reinforcement has been thrown into the 
arsenal of Augusta. And whatis all this for? It is said 
information bas been received from a certain quarter, 
which | say dare not be furnished, for it has been called 
for and refused by this House, that the public authori- 
ties of South Carolina intended to seize the forts and 
arsenal. Sir, nobody believes this—there is not a gen- 
tleman in this House believes it; perhaps I mistake, there 
may be one or two. 
ofevery disinterested man upon this floor to say whether, 


j What Georgia has done in 
good faith against the designs of arbitrary power, IL am 
willing to accord to other States, without imputing bad 
motives to the act. 

But, Mr. Speaker, these wonderful signs have pro- 
duced another wonderful consequence; like the Dutch ap- 
| paritions that frightened the English King, they have 
brought out a similar proclamation. A proclamation, I 
will venture to say, that may safely challenge the world 
for its parallel. By what authority wasit issued? Sir, I 
am about to make a declaration that | dare any man to 
deny. Laffirm that there is no authority in this Govern- 
ment for any proclamation from the President of the 
United States, that is not founded upon some notorious 
llaw. ‘he King of Great Britain dare not issue his pro- 
clamation unless supported by some known statute. Now, 
show me the law that authorizes the proclamation in 
question: I boldly say there is none. What! have we 
come to this, that a proclamation, like the edicts of the 
Grand Sultan, is to be the rule of action for the free 
people of these United States? Vhat the President shall 
proclaim in written instruments what he considers to be 
the law; what is his interpretation of the constitution; 
and that, according to his views of either, the sovereign 
| States shall be bound’ Is any here so credulous as to 
| believe that if such a paper had been issued by the ex- 
| pected successor of the present incumbent against such 
'a State as Virginia, it would have been tolerated for a sin- 
gle moment south of the Potomac? No, sir, it would 
| have been burnt in every town and hamlet throughout all 
that region. And pray, sir, what is the nature of it? In 
one breath it reasons; in the next it threatens; now it 
argues, then it raves; here it is pathetic, there it is sa- 
}tiric; in one moment it is serious, in another it is ironi- 
jcal; sometimes grave, at others petulant; in some places 
it is persuasive, in others intolerant; in many parts abso- 
lute, and every where dictatorial. It arraigns the motives 
of men; is abusive of particular characters; imputes base 





1 appeal to the honor and candor} designs to the public author.tics ofa State, and denounces 


the leaders of the people of that State as traitors: losing 


from their knowledge, either personally derived, or from] sight of the dignity of a State paper emanating from the 


reputation of the characters of Governor Hayne, General 


Hamilton, John C. Calhoun, and other distinguished men 





Chief M:gistrate of a great Government, it descends to 
personalities, and those are directed against personal enc- 









Eyes 
 s 


Pee ae el 


Lida 


Sit 





ager ne agamn pine este 9 


| etd hn tore 





pene 


5 


eee 
lees 


wosgucanier MITES 


























































































































































































opts 0 





TR ES SRI 











" 
i 


ee ares) 


ae Cr ae 


ape ne et en 


GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 1836 


Revenue Collection Bill. 


mies; its author calls himself the father of the misguided 
people of South Carolina. The ‘* father!” mind that! 
the language used to the red people of the West. Your 
** great father’’ says so and so; in the name of every thing, 
have we come to that? The States sunk into Indian 
tribes! But, Mr. Speaker, the worst part of this matter 
is to be told; that while this friendly, feeling, flattering, 
fatherly, and fighting proclamation is reclaiming a State 
from the error of its ways, it is delivering over the whole 
of the States into the hands of the General Government 
to be consolidated, and henceforth to be known no more 
as sovereign States. The republican party, who have been 
contending for State rights for upwards of thirty years, 
and fondly believed they had gloriously achieved their ob- 
ject, have had their trophies levelled in the dust at a 
single blow, and themselves bound, hand and foot, and 
thrown into the power of their old vanquished enemies. 
What a revolution! and how suddenly accomplished! 

But it is said the proclamation, though erroneous in 
principle, was issued from the best of motives. Yes, 
Mr. Speaker, there is not a whipping post, a jail, or a 
gallows, that may not claim the same merit; but when 
they are abused for the purposes of fraud and oppres- 
sion, it is but of little comfort to the sufferer to point him 
tothe good motives that lie at the foundation of their in- 
stitution. I wish, however, this celebrated instrument 
had even the virtue of their design for its appearance. 

This proclamation has been followed up by a cool, 
calculating message, confirming all its principles, and de- 
manding the bill now under discussion. This bill re- 
quires force to put down, not the tumult of a few indi- 
viduals acting upon their own responsibility, but the 
solemn and deliberate act of the people of a whole so- 
vereign State, assembled in convention in the same man- 
ner in which they assented to the federal constitution, and 
asserted under all the forms known to a well organized 
and independent Government. Sir, this bill does not 
blink the question; it asks for the power of declaring 
war against a State, and for the use of the army and navy, 
to give success to that war. And, sir, we are about to 
grant it. Weare about to do that against a sister State, 
which we dare not do against a foreign nation. We dare 
not, without a formal declaration of war, which alone 
rests with the representatives of the people, where it 
should rest, for they are answerable for unnecessary 
wars, confer upon the President the power to use the 
army and navy against any nation that should prove un- 
mindful of its obligations. Sir, the message contemplated 
war, whatever persons may say as to its peaceable cha- 
racter. Did not the President enter into a learned legal 
disquisition, displaying his usual profound research into 
the depths ofthat science, even down to the feudal origin 
of his subject, to show that the posse comitatus was a mili- 
tary force, and as such might be resisted? What was this 
for? That if South Carolina should attempt to use this 
instrument, which she and all other Governments have 
used time out of mind, to carry into effect her legal pro- 
cess, and which she will continue to use, when necessary, 
in all other cases where her own citizens are alone con- 
cerned, it is to be considered the use of force on her part. 
It must cease to be employed in cases where the General 
Government is a party, and, if used, it is to be treated as 
a military force, and shot down by the army and navy of 
the United States. As well may the courts and their} 
sheriff be considered as a military force, and treated in 
like manner. Does not every one perceive that this is 
the way the civil war is to commence? The sheriff, and 
his unarmed posse, are, by a forced construction, and at 
the special instance of the President, to suit the occasion, 
made a hostile array as against the Federal Government, 
(but perfectly lawful as against the State’s own citizens, ) 
and, as such, are to be murdered by the United States 
troops. Does any man in his proper senses believe that, 


{Fes. 27, 1853, 
when such a scene commences, the Sen people of South 
Carolina are ing to stand around the dead bodies of 
their sons with folded arms, and tamely submit to suc) 
butchery? And if they will not, where is it to stop? 1)o 
gentlemen flatter themselves it will be confined to Sout) 
Carolina alone? ‘They must have a very contemptible 
opinion of the other Southern States, either as respects 
their courage or veracity, for they have more than once 
said they will not submit to the tariff; and I trust the) 
will have discernment enough to see that the destruc. 
tion of Carolina is sought on that very account. The 
South may prove recreant; it may falsify all its former 
strong asseverations; it may abandon South Carolina after 
the work of death begins; they may turn out to be 4 
talking, and not a fighting people; but I shall not be- 
lieve it till I see it, notwithstanding the proclamation 
and this billare supported by some Southern members 
The first and fifth sections of this bill allow the Presi. 
dent to use military force, and these are to remain in 
operation to the end of the next session of Congress 
The other sections confer great powers on the feders| 
court, and are intended to be permanent. 1 think I can 
perceive that in some of these provisions my own State 
is to have another difficulty, either with the Indians or 
the General Government; but as she can, as heretofore, 
take care of herself, I shall not now moot this point with 
the House, but go on to show that, under the fifth sec. 
tion, a common marshal, especially if he be opposed to 
his own State, a thing not very unlikely, may involve 
this whole country in one universal blaze of civil war. 
The President is authorized to call out the military fore 
when informed by a federal judge that ** any law or 
laws of the United States, or the execution thereof,” is 
obstructed by ‘‘ any unlawful means, too great to be 
overcome by the power vested in the marshal.” Now, 
who informs the federal judge of this fact? Does not 
every one see it must be the maishal? Who judges of 
the ** unlawful means, too great to be overcome?” Is it 
not the marshal? And must not the judge certify, upon 
his information? Should he choose, in the plenitude of 
his great wisdom and caution, to consider an assemblage 
of the good people of Charleston, at the circus, convened 
to express resolutions on federal relations, as ‘* unlawful 
means, too great to be overcome,” and should they not 
disperse upon the coming of the proclamation, what isto 
hinder the army and navy from doing their deeds of death 
upon this unoffending people? Sir, the power is too tre 
mendous to be given to any one man that ever did or ever 
will live upon this earth, especially in times like these, 
of personal passion, party prejudice, and powerful excite 
ment. I would not grant it to the President, even if h 
could be personally present, with all his peculiar mo- 
deration and love of peace, to judge of the ‘ unlawful 
means” himself, much less a partisan marshal, bent upon 
the triumph of his party, even at the expense of the lives 
of his adversaries, a passion which has not been with 
out its manifest exhibition, even within these walls. _ 
Have we not some experience how dangerous it Is to 
confer unusual power on those whose ardent tempera 
ment leads them to a loose construction of it? Jn ordinary 
cases, and under ordinary powers, there is little or no 
danger from any public functionary; his own interest and 
public opinion will keep him straight; but on great occa- 
sions, and under unusual excitements, no man should b 
made absolute, and, least of all, General Jackson; for we 
do know that, on several occasions, he has known no law 
but his own will, and that, if a law stands in his path, he 
gives it just such meaning as furthers the strong purpose 
of his mind. As I feel no inclination to make an assertion 
without the proof, I beg leave to submita case or two. It 
will be recollected that a certain meeting took place at 
Hartford, in Connecticut, by some of the first citizens of 
the Northern States; it was a political meeting, and, so 
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far as I know, peaceable. 1 donot mention it to reproach 
any one, for, on the present occasion, I do not intend to 
hurt the feelings of any; my purpose lies in another way. 
In speaking of this meeting, many years afterwards, Gene- 
ral Jackson said in a letter, and, of course, under due deli- 
beration, that he would hang them under the second sec- 
tion of the rules and articles of war if he had been in their 
neighborhood as commanding general. Now, what is this 
second section’ It will create amazement when it comes 
to be seen, to think that the lives of so many individuals 
might have been taken under such a construction. Well, 
here is the far-famed 


SECOND SECTION. 

‘* Be it further enacted, That, in time of war, all per- 
sons, not citizens of, or owing allegiance to the United 
States of America, who shall be found lurking as spies 
in or about the fortifications or encampments of the ar- 
mies of the United States, or any of them, shall suffer 


death, according to the law and usage of nations, by sen- 
tence of a general court martial.” 


I pass over the scenes at New Orleans and St. Mark’s, 
‘¢as laws are silent amidst arms,” but | must exhibit the 
case of the Spanish Governor of Florida, the celebrated 
Colonel Callava. His case is familiar to every one. The 
manner of his being seized, and imprisoned by General} 
Jackson, because he would not give up certain papers| 
which he considered private, was made a subject of com- 
plaint by the Spanish minister to our Government; with 
that I have nothing to do. It is with the construction of 
powers, and the meaning of the language in which those 
powers are conferred, or the meaning of instruments to 
which they relate. 1 hold in my hands another proclama- 
tion from the same author, to which I beg the serious at- 
tention of the House, if they regard it as a matter of any 
consequence to know whether great and extraordinary | 
powers have been used by their depositary, about to re- 
ceive similar powers, with proper and safe discretion. 

The proclamation sets out with a long string of titles, | 
such as ** By Major General Andrew Jackson, Governor} 
of the provinces of the Floridas, exercising the powers of| 
the Captain General, and of the Intendant of the island of 
Cuba, and of the Governor of the said provinces respec-} 
tively; whereas, by the seventh article of the treaty con-} 
cluded between the United States and Spain, it was sti- 
pulated that the ‘ officers and troops of his Catholic Ma-| 
jesty in the territories hereby ceded to the United States 
shall be withdrawn, and possession of the places occupied 
by them shall be given within six months after the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty, or sooner if possible:’ and whereas it 
has this day been made known to me that the following 
officers of his Catholic Majesty, to wit, (eight in number) 
are (among many things related under a goodly number 
of whereases) the authors of the following false, scandal-| 
ous, and indecent publication, [now listen to this scandal-| 
ous and indecent publication,] viz. In speaking of : 





nel Callava’s appearance before General Jackson, H. B. 
ought to have stated that none of the interrogatories and 
highly offensive accusations of the General were faith- 
fully interpreted to Colonel Callava, any more than the 
replies of the latter to the former. It was, therefore, 
out of the power of our chief, not knowing what was said 
to him, to make the auditors understand how innocent he 
was of said charges with which his unqualified honor was 
endeavored to be stained. Such, in sum, are the obser- 
vations we had to make on the statement of H. B., and 
we hope that he and the public will be convinced that we 
acted from no principle of pusillanimity; that if, on the 
one hand, we shuddered at the violent proceedings exer- 
cised against our superior, we knew also what was due 
toa Government which was on the most friendly footing 
with our own. Weare, &c. (After stating how offen- 


Revenue Collection Bill. 





sive this publication is, the proclamation concludes:) This] rous animal, and we are delighted to view him in his cage; 
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is, therefore, to make known to the said officers to with- 
draw themselves, as they ought heretofore to have done, 
from the Floridas, agreeably to the said seventh article, 
on or before the third day of October next; after which 
day, if they or any of them shall be found within the Flo- 
ridas, all officers, civil and military, are hereby required 
to arrest and secure them, so that they may be brought 
before me to be dealt with according to law, for contempt 
and disobedience of this my proclamation’’—that is, to be 
hanged, I suppose. 

Against this proclamation of banishment under a con- 
struction of the seventh article of a treaty which only 
meant a formal delivery of the forts, and the withdrawal 
therefrom of the troops, as a body of troops, in six months, 
leaving every individual, as such, the privilege of remain- 
ing in this free and happy country, the Spanish minister 
bitterly complained. With regard to the publication, 
considered so scandalous and indecent, and which fur- 
nished the pretext for banishing eight individuals from a 
land of liberty, and where we boast the existence of a 
free press, the minister makes the most urgent complaint. 
After showing how ungenerous and ill-founded was the 
treatment of these men, he adds: ‘* But, in order to make 
the irregularity of General Jackson’s proceedings more 
evident, I will grant, for a moment, that they are certain 
and proved; I will admit that the officers have been de- 
serving of the chastisement and dishonor which they have 
suffered: but yet nobody will deny me that, before it was in- 
flicted upon them, they ought to have been cited before 
the proper tribunal, have heard the charges, and have 
had liberty and time for their defence. These are funda- 
mental principles of the laws of Spain, and of the United 
States, and of every civilized country. Yet what has been 
the conduct of General Jackson? Without giving them 
the least intimation, he publishes, in a language foreign 
to them, a proclamation expelling them from the province, 
giving them scarcely time to arrange their affairs, and au- 
thorizing all officers, civiland military, to apprehend them, 
and bring them before him!” 

Mr. Speaker, what a reproach! And this stands upon 
the records of your country, giving the perpetual lie to 
the vaunted assertion of our constitution, that ours is the 
land where the freedom of the press and trial by jury re- 
main inviolate. So much for broad construction; and such 
was the consequence of it, that it wrung from General 
Jackson himself the declaration of his ‘* hope that no liv- 
ing man should ever in future be clothed with such ex- 
traordinary authority.” Let us take him at his word, and 
remember what we are about todo. It is the same per- 
son to whom unlimited power is about once more to be 
given. General Jackson is but a man, and ours is the 
Government where we trust the lives of the people in the 
hands of no man. If the scenes I have just read to you cre- 
ate a sense of mortification, what may not be the extent of 
that feeling ata future day, growing out of the present 
transactions? Fifty years hence, and this measure will be 
viewed with astonishment; indeed, we ourselves, after our 
bickerings and heartburnings shall have ceased, may live 
to blush at our own temerity.* 





*1I was told by a gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Isacks,] that these things I knew of General Jackson be- 
fore he was re-elected, and yet I was in favor of him. 
Keep General Jackson within proper bounds, and he can 
do the American people no possible harm. Ours is a Go- 
vernment of laws, and, so long as they conform to the 
constitution, no public functionary can do us mischief 
without doing himself a greater. Because I was for him, 
as President, it does not follow that I shall invest him with 
royalty. A man, within proper restrictions, may make an 
excellent President, who, with unlimited power, would 
make a desperate tyrant. ‘The lion isa noble and gene- 
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I have another case, Mr. Speaker, to show the danger 
of employing military force for civil purposes; though I 
should remark, General Jackson has no concern with it. 
I adduce it to prove the utter impropriety of placing the 
laws in the hands of soldiers, whose modes of thinking and 
action are all turned on war. The case comes within my 
own knowledge. In the summer of 1830, some fifteen or 
twenty of our honest and respectable citizens of Georgia 
were seized in their own State, because they happened 
to be within the Cherokee nation, by a federal military 
force, and, without suffering them to visit their homes, 
or supplying themselves with a single comfort or conve- 
nience for a sudden and laborious march, but tying them 
together and pinioning their arms behind them, they were 
marched off from their families, destined for Savannah, 
a distance of nearly three hundred miles. These men, 
though honest, were poor, and many of them had bravely 
fought by the side of General Jackson himself, had com- 
mitted no crime, but were torn from their friends, and 
paraded through the country with a little lieutenant strut- 
ting in their front, and the bayonets of a brutal soldiery 
glistening at their backs, like so many galley slaves, a 
gazingstock for men, women, and children, as they 
passed the farms and villages of the country. Arid, Mr. 
Speaker, but for my interference, and with pride I speak 
it, these brave and respectable citizens would have been 
marched off to Savannah, and there, in a land of strangers, 
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let not a foolish pride, a vain importance, and inflated 
self-consequence, and a mawkish, false dignity, hurry this 
Government into a lofty dictatorial conduct towards soye. 
reign States, which the plain, simple, honest, direct, 
and manly sentiments of democracy will finally frown 
down with shame and confusion. The State and Gene. 
ral Governments were made by the people, and for their 
own especial benefit—the first in their social, the other 
in their federative character; and one was not designed 
to oppress the other. Can any thing be more ridiculous 
than that the people should institute two Governments, 
for the mere pleasure of fighting, in the character of 
one, against themselves, in the capacity of the other 
For shame! let us fly from such inconsiderate and in. 
consistent folly. It will suit the temper, feelings, and 
condition of the aristocratic Governments of Europe, 
where every thing is done for the benefit of the few; but 
itis utterly repugnant to our institutions, where every 
man is a monarch, in the sovereign character of that term. 
Connected with the facts 1 have just related, 1 must men- 
tion, that the officer who commanded the military force 
was sued by the individuals thus maltreated,,and the case 
came before me. Holding the scales of justice as even as 
it was in my power to do, and always anxious to support 
the just authority of the General Government, I said to%the 
complainants, you ought to be satisfied with your cis- 





icharge—the fault is not in the officer, but in the law. 


far from home, without money, and without friends, there | He had acted under an authority, which, whether right or 
were a thousand chances to one their fate would have prov-| wrong, relieves him from the imputation of bad motives, 


ed an eternal separation from their wives and children. 
As it was, they were driven fifty miles from home by 
forced marches. Sir, it was fortunate for them the mihi- 
tary force, ay, sir, the military force, such as your bill 
contemplates, chose to exhibit a military flourish through 
the populous village in which I reside, and to avail them. 
selves of a triumphal entry into that notable town. Being 
clothed with a little brief authority, I dared to issue that 
writ of writs, called the Aabeas corpus; and, sir, believe 
me when I tell you, upon an investigation of their case, 
their only crime was a return to the Cherokee nation for 


the purpose of reclaiming a few working tools which they | 


had left at the gold-pits a short time before, upon leaving 


the nation under the orders of the public authorities of 


Georgia. ‘This, sir, comes of using military force instead 
of the civil authority of the country, where the accused 
can have his frieuds about him, can have a hearing, can 
have his own witnesses, and confront ‘those of his accus- 
ers. 


And is this to become the mode of executing the 
laws’ Are we drifting to the habits of European Go- 
vernments, whose arbiter is the muscle of the sullen sol- 
dier, and whose executioner is the murderous edge of 
his sword? Mr. Speaker, let us pause; this is not the 


genius of our Government. States cannot be forced. 


Lawless individuals may, who act upon their own re- 
sponsibility. But let us draw the proper distinctions be- 
tween the actions of a whole people regulating their po- 
litical rights as a Government, and those who oppose au- 


thority for selfish and individual purposes. 


the proclamation to the contrary notwithstanding. 


or lawless attempts upon your liberty. Let him go with- 
out harm, and tell your representatives never to place 
the military over the civil authority. And, Mr. Speaker, 
lam supported in this view by General Jackson himself, not- 
withstanding he now asks you for power ‘*to put down a 
State.”’ Permit me to read to you his own answer to the 


| Senate, dated on Washington’s birthday in 1851, to a call 


which they made upon him ** to inform the Senate of 
the reasons that have induced the Government to decline 
the enforcement of the act to regulate trade with the 
| Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers, passed 
in 1802.”" Let me call the earnest attention of the House 





to his reply. Listen—he says: 

‘* The Indians, thus situated, cannot be regarded in any 
other light than as members of a foreign Government, 
or of that of the State within whose chartered limits 
they reside. Uf in the former, the ordinary legislation of 
Congress in relation to them is not warranted by the 
constitution, which was established for the benefit of 
our own, not ofa foreign people; if in the latter, then, 
like other citizens, or people resident within the limits of 
the States, they are subject to their jurisdiction and con 
trol. To maintain a contrary doctrine, and to require 
the Executive to enforce it by the employment ofa mili- 
tary force, would be to place in his hands a power to 
make war upon the rights of the States and the liberties 
of the country—a power which should be placed in the 
| hands of no individual.” 

Can commentary be necessary on language so plain’ 


States have | And is this House prepared to gratify an individual in the 
rights, the sneers of manufacturers and the doctrines of| exercise of that which he himself has denounced, and 


And} warns us is too much to be granted to any individual 


| Who will now blame me for a freedom of debate in re- 


but if his keeper should politely offer to turn him out for} lation to the measures of the administration, when its chief 
our special amusement, 1 venture to say some one would] disclaims the principles against which I war, and when, 
kindly thank him, and instantly remind him that he is in|too, I consider that ali we hold most dear is at stake’ 

the habit of doing mischief when unchained, and yet never 1 come now, Mr. Speaker, to the third thing proposed, 
thereby think of offering disparagement to the lion. Let} though I omitted to mention it in the beginning of my 
Congress, who are the keepers of all the puolic officers, | remarks: I mean the nature of our Government. Be- 
confine them to their proper limits, and treat them as men, | fore L proceed, I cast my eye around with a hdpe to draw 
and not as gods, and then there isno danger. ‘This much|upon me the steadfast looks of every member present, 
I intended to have said, and asked to say, in reply to Mr. | and the crowded auditory that surrounds the hall. 1 am 
Isacks, but was denied and prevented by the call of the/ about to make an assertion which may perhaps give of- 
previous question. fence, and create some strong sensation in this honorable 
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body. Ido not mean intentionally to offend any one. I 
have more than a usual share of good feeling on this oc- 
casion; and as we are about to part, never, certainly, for 
us all to meet again, nothing would give me more pain than 
to let drop any thing which should be carried from this 
seat of our common toils and cares, to the far distant limits 
of the land, and there rankle in the bosom of any one friend 
with whom I have been associated, in the pleasing and 
benevolent effort to heal the unhappy divisions of our 
common country. I find I have your profound atten- 
tion, and will therefore proceed to say that this Govern- 
ment is not founded upon the divine right of kings. 

In order to make good this position, it becomes neves- 

sary for me to contrast a Government founded upon the 
divine right of kings, with the principles of our consti- 
tution, only requesting you to bear in mind that the func- 
tions of our Government are performed, not by a single 
individual, who, in kingly Governments, has all power, 
but by three well defined departments of limited powers. 
Keeping this distinction constantly in view, I again invite 
your courtesy to the teachings of my venerable old friend 
Lord Somers. Well, what says he? 

««Querr XV.—Whether in any case it be lawful for 
subjects to oppose their Prince? 

‘* SotuT1on.—It must be resolved in the negative! And 
that in any case, or upon any pretence whatsoever, it is 
utterly unlawful for subjects, jointly or singly, collective- 
ly or representatively, to make any violent opposition 
against their sovereign; or to resist him, either in an of- 
fensive or a defensive way. This assertion you will find 
to be a truth, that is consonant to holy writ, revered an- 
tiquity, sound reason, and to the municipal laws of the 
land; all the sophistries and argumentations that seditious 
and corrupted men are able to produce, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. e 

“I, To begin with holy scripture. [Here the author 
gives several authorities, which, on this occasion, need 
not to be mentioned, and then proceeds:] The reason 
of this severity is, to preserve the people from being 
poisoned in their allegiance by the malignity of vile ex- 
amples. ‘That all the people, under what nation or quali- 
fication soever, may hear and fear, and do no more pre- 
sumptuously. For who, says David, can lay his hand upon 
(who can touch, who can stretch forth his hand against) 
the Lord’s anointed, and be guiltless? Now the signi- 
fication of the scripture phrase [touch or stretch forth 
the hand] is of a large extent. The guilt of this horrid} 
crime may be incurred either by lifting up our heels in 

scorn against our king; by taking up arms in our own de- 
ence, by not bringing to light such traitorous conspira- 
cies as we know to be forming against him, by not endea- 
voring to defend him when we see him in danger, for qui 
non vetat peccare cum possit, jubet; by striking at his crown, 
usurping upon his prerogative, or depriving him of his 
revenue, by speaking or even thinking evil of him. [Be 
it recollected that the President told a member of this 
House, that for South Carolina to act upon her doctrines 
was treason, to think of it was rebellious, and why? Lord 
omers answers:] Because, as the tongue can strike 
without a hand, so the heart can curse without a tongue. 
“If. As to revered antiquity. St. Ambrose, upon the 
point of non-resistance, discourses to this effect: ‘1 have 
not so learned as to seek by force to oppose authority; | 
can mourn and lament--[yes, Mr. Speaker, that has been 
all that was left to us of the South for the last ten years, 
and now our adversaries ‘mourn and lament’ that we do 
not confine ourselves to such a good, quiet, easy reme- 
'y.] But for other resistance, (says our author,) I nei- 





ther will nor ought to make any.’ St. Cyprian speaks to|in thy heart, neither utter it with thy lips, lest a bird of 


the same purpose. ‘It is out of a principle of consci- 
ence,’ says he, ‘that none of us make any opposition, 
when we are unjustly seized upon, or study a revenge 
“pon our tormentors; for the numerousness of our party 
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were otherwise sufficient to bear us out in such design.’ 
And so does Tertullian. ‘We are not,’ says he, ‘ des- 
poiled of our goods, they are only sequestered for our be- 
nefit, and entrusted in safe hands; God keeps them for 
our use, and will return them with ample increase. If 
you abstain from fighting, he will espouse your quarrel; 
and question not but your enemies will have the worst 
on’t, for your wounds will save you, and if you fall 
martyrs you will rise saints. What cannot our sufferings 
bring about? They make even God himself our debtor; 
he owes heaven for ourselves, and he owes hell for our 
enemies; hut yet we breathe our souls in prayer that he 
may be entreated not to pay this last.’ ” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, did you ever see such a striking 
analogy between this doctrine and that of our tormentors 
of the spindle? How often have you heard that the tariff 
system was for our particular benefit; for what was es- 
teemed our loss, was such a gain somewhere else, that it 
would come back to us with great increase. And the 
proclamation now tells us, ia a kind, paternal manner, 
to ‘* abstain from fighting,” and there is no doubt we shall 
get the better of our enemies, ‘‘and they will have the 
worst on’t.”” At all events, alittle hanging and shooting 
will be of no disservice to us in gaining God’s mercies 
and our enemies’ forbearance, and therefore recommends 
this gunpowder bill. 

‘* if. As to sound reason. Such a license to subjects 
against their rulers, is destructive of the very nature of 
Government and of human society; for it dissolves the 
very sinews of the State, and splits it into as many factions 
as it has enemies. And is it possible to conceive two 
equal supremacies of power in the same nation, and yet 
the kingdom to remain one. It is both reasonable and 
necessary that all Governments should have a super-emi- 
nent coercive power over particular persons; for, other- 
wise, a city would immediately be hurried into an anarchy, 
and that which ought to be one entire body becomes so 
many independent men. What obedience can consist 
with such resistance? Nor will such liberties know where 
to stop, for it is usual for them to fall foul upon all such as 
have a deeper sense of honesty and allegiance than them- 
selves. And what law of God or man was ever heard of, 
that approved of my murdering a loyal man, because I 
myselfama rebel? Besides that, this lewd opinion equally 
wounds the very operators of it; for any body may be al- 
lowed to do that to them, which they have done to their 
rightful prince and his lawful subjects.” 

No doubt this is considered ‘* very sound reason” by 
those faithful subjects who are fattening upon our pro- 
perty; but lest it should fail of producing proper con- 
viction upon those who begin to question its great po- 
tency, the bill on your table is about to add another 
sound reason, composed of powder and ball, that strikes 
with such force as scarcely ever fails to overturn all op 
posing’ reasoning. 

_*f1V. Now, touching the municipal laws of the land. 
If a subject finds himself aggrieved by the King, he is 
put to his petition for redress; which, if he will not vouch- 
safe, it is a sufficient penalty that he is to expect punish- 
ment from heaven. No man may presume to question 
| what he does, much less to oppose him. ‘To conclude, 

the famous Bishop Merks is positive that a King by lineal 
succession, being lawfully invested, cannot, upon imputa- 
| tion either of negligence or tyranny, be opposed or deposed 
| by his subjects. The surest way to escape both the guilt 
}and punishment of high treason, is to fear God and honor 
ithe King. ‘The counsel given by the wisest of kings is 
| worthy to be adverted to. ‘Think not evil of the King 








the air carry the voice, and that which hath wings discover 
the matter.’ Let us detest the principles believed and 
practised by those audacious violators of royal majesty, 
the spawn of Loyola, and keep fast to the doctrine of our 
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own church, which positively asserts that the sacred bond 
of subjects, in obedience to their sovereign, is inviolable, 
and cannot be dissolved, either upon the account of sup- 
posed crimes in the person of the prince, or the exer- 
cise of tyranny, oppression, infidelity, or heresy.” 

I have now, sir, presented you with a Government 
founded upon the divine right of kings. Need I ask you 
if such be the character of our Government? I put the 
sober, serious, and, I hope, sensible question to this House, 
whether ours is a Government containing the principles 
with which our old author has so much amused us. And, 
if not, in what do certain principles lately promulgated, 
and now about to be carried out by the present war bill, 
differ from them? There is not a man in this whole na- 
tion who will not laugh at the absurdity of the doctrines 
just readin your hearing, and pity the ignorance and su- 
perstition upon which they rest, and which has doubtless 
carried many a man to his long home for daring to dis- 
pute; and yet, Mr. Speaker, shall I be reproached if I 
say, absurd and ridiculous as were these benighted na- 
tions, we are this day acting over the same monstrous 
scenes that disturbed and agitated the bosoms of those 
who have been slumbering in their graves for now nearly 
two hundred years? Are not modern politicians contend- 
ing for non-resistance, passive obedience, unconditional 
submission, and absolute supremacy in the General Go- 
vernment? Disguise this matter as you will, I affirm, if a 
sovereign State of this Union has not the right to ques- 
tion the will of this Congress, and is to be put down by 
the sword for daring to oppose it, all the doctrines I have 
read you from Lord Somers are in full force and virtue in 
this boasted land of liberty; and the first gun that fires in 
South Carolina to establish the doctrine of the proclama- 
tion, will bellow the divine right of kings from sea to sea, 
and from shore to shore. Nay, sir, it will do more; it will 
rend this fair fabric of ours into a thousand fragments. 
The Union is gone at the first flash of a gun that aims 
the slaughter of a freeman for conscience sake. Revolu- 
tien has no limits, and, what is worse, has no heart; and, 
when once commenced, defies all control. Well did La- 
fayette say, when he saw the Queen of France torn from 
her palace by the rabble of Paris—‘‘ Would to God I 
could now stop the ball of the revolution!” Turning 
from the scene in tears, and retiring to his home in an- 
guish, he said—‘*‘I assisted to give it motion; but, to ar- 
rest it now, is out of my power.” And, sir, the bloody 
tyrant of Nantz, the famous Liquinio Kerblue, who had 
murdered his hundreds of men, women, and children, in 
that dreadful conflict, years after those agitations were 
over, in the torture of deep remorse, exclaimed—‘* We 
were a nation of madmen!” 

I will now proceed to give you my views of the form- 
ation of our Government. I lay down this position, 
that there is a difference between a social or homogene- 
ous anda Federal Government. The first relates to indi- 
viduals, the last to communities. The State Governments 
are examples of the first, the General Government of the 
last. The first depends upon a well known moral prin- 
ciple, which we learned at the schools, ‘‘that of the 
greatest good tothe greatest number,” and, consequently, 
must be under the direction of a majority. Not so of the 


other, it is founded in compact or agreement; and, of 


course, the articles of stipulation stand in the place and 
sway of the majority. In the social Government we ap- 
peal to the will of the majority for the rule of action; in 
the federal, to the articles of agreement. If this were 


not so, wherefore the necessity of any distinctions of 


States at all? Why not have abolished them at once, arid 
let the whole mass of the people have constituted one 
great Government? Why leave to the States any Govern- 
ment at all? This was not the design of the constitution. 
No one believes that Delaware, as sovereign and indepen- 
dent as New York, consented to give up her social Go- 


vernment, and blend herself with the vast population of 
that State, who, from thenceforth, might regulate her 
concerns in any manner it pleased. The thing is too un. 
reasonable. 

The States had two great interests, which I will distin. 
guish by the terms municipal and relative. The first 
| has reference to their internal concerns; the latter to their 
relation with each other as distinct sovereignties, and 
with foreign Governments. The one interest was as dear 
to them as the other; indeed, the safety of that which 
related to the protection of life, liberty, reputation, and 
property, was, if any thing, the most desirable. This 
they retained to themselves; the other, the relative in. 
terests, they conferred upon the General Government— 
having evidently, at one time, possessed the exclusive 
right to manage both. Now, if this distinction can be 
kept steadily and closely in the mind’s eye, it must be 
admitted that when either of these Governments invades 
the rights of the other, the invaded Government will have 
the right to repel the aggression, and the right of resist. 
ance must be reciprocally the same. More of this here. 
after. Now, sir, permit me to show how clearly these 
relative can be separated from the municipal powers, and 
that nothing is so entirely perfect, which belongs to hu- 
man wisdom, as the discrimination made by the framers 
of the constitution. These relative powers are contain- 
ed in about seventeen specific grants, and which, if faith. 
fully executed, cannot possibly benefit one State more 
than another. This is the true test of the intention of 
the Federal Government; for no one can believe that it 
was designed to be a bargain, in which some States were 
to receive more advantages than others. For such an 
instance of stupidity there could be no possible motive, 
|and nothing contained in the history of the times warrants 
such belief. Now, let us apply this test. The first 
power is to ‘lay taxes” in various ways, but they were 
‘to be uniform throughout the United States.” How 
can any one State be more benefited by an honest exer- 
cise of this power than another? 

Take the next, and apply the text, ‘* To borrow mo- 
ney on the credit of the United States.”” The neat: 
‘‘To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian tribes.” Every 
one knows that in all our commercial regulations, faith- 
fully intended as such, and obviously belonging to that 
subject, there never has been any complaint. It is only 
when Congress departed from the true object of this 
clause, to take in something more than its words or spirit 
conveyed; something that belonged to the municipal in- 
terest of the States, local and partial, that the incquality 
commences, and the test fails. Take the next power, and 
our rule immediately applies, ‘*To establish a uniform 
rule of naturalization.” And again: ‘* To coin money, 
regulate the value thereof, and fix the standard of weights 
and measures.”” Does not every one perceive that itis 
not possible for Congress to devise a law on any of these 
powers that shall give a greater advantage to one State 
than toanother? This is equally true as all the other § 
powers in the constitution; and I invite gentlemen to a 
careful examination of the fact. It is only when we leave 
the letter of the power, and are feeling for something 
else carefully lodged away among the reserved rights of 
the States, with a view to filch them from those Govyern- 
ments, that any possible difficulty can occur. For in- 
stance, in order to get this eagerly sought right to protect 
manufactures, which not a solitary syllable, word, sen- 
tence, clause, paragraph, or article of that instrument 
| mentions, in groping for it in the darkest parts that would 
furnish a pretext for the search, its friends have fallen 
upon the provision relating to the ‘* common defence and 
general welfare,” as best justifying it. Now, Mr. Speak- 
er, I do not intend to’ argue this matter, so often discuss- 
ed, and I beg gentlemen not to be alarmed at the men- 
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number for this age, and some things in their pleadings 
reformed. What a shame to our nation is it, that so many 
evil and — lawyers should be permitted to plead 
in behalf of known vitious persons, and of manifest op- 
pressors, and in causes notoriously unjust; should be per- 
mitted to make a trade, not to minister justice, but to heap 
up riches, and devour all the fat of the land. 

‘* That for redressing those high crimes, (so accounted 
by all God’s people heretofore, though now in England 
little conscience is made thereof,) of wilfully trying to 
rob God or the King, the one in his tithes, and the other 
in his tributes, customs, or revenues, by constant grum- 
blings and mutinous complaints, it may be made a high 
offence for the future, and very severe punishment inflict- 
ed, at the discretion of his Majesty. [Quite a squinting, 
Mr. Speaker, at the force bill. } 

** That members of Parliament should be compelled to 
wear a robe or vestment, that so they may be every 
where discerned, and receive their due respect, and be 
ashamed to be seen frequently in playhouses, dicehouses, 
cockpits, taverns, houses of worse repute, or to be night- 
walkers, &c. And during their attendance on Parlia- 
ment, if they be found in such places and ways, out of 
their robe or vestment, then to lose their wonted privilege, 
according to that saying, ‘ God giveth his angels charge 
over us to keep us whilst we are in our ways, but out of 
our ways no protection of angels to be expected.’ 

‘« The inequality of taxes upon several counties, hatched 
and contrived by designing men, with much partiality, 
in the late times of rebellion, is so great, that to regulate 
the same would be a work well worthy of a speedy act 
of Parliament. [Mind that, Mr. Speaker] 

*¢ And, lastly, an act of Parliament for a solemn anniver- 
sary day of thanksgiving during the reign of our sove- 
reign lord the King now reigning, not only for the many 
signal and wonderful preservations of bis royal person, 
both by sea and land, and of his right and title to this 
kingdom, maugre the late wicked contrivances, conspira- 
cies, and associations of all his mortal enemies, but also 
for his most peaceable accession to this crown, with the 
universal good will and rejoicing of this whole nation and 
of all his other dominions.” 

Here, sir, is one of the most regular built, scraped ouf, 
polished off, and well finished general welfare systems 
ever devised by the ingenuity of man, both as to the 
mode of taxation and the manner ofdisbursement. Now, 
sir, if a member were to rise in his place, and under that 
provision in our constitution, upon which the American 
system is said to be founded, were to ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill toadopt my Lord Somers’s plan, would it not 
create a universal smile? and how many votes do you sup- 
pose it would receive? And yet, Mr. Speaker, when 
well examined, absurd as is his very system, it is not 
worse than that contended for to justify the vast expen- 
ditures of this Government. When once you assume 
the right to make appropriations for any one object of 
general welfare, not specially provided for in the consti- 
tution, you are at sea without rudder or compass, and the 
million of objects which the discretion of Congress might 
imagine conducive to the general welfare, are as much 
within its jurisdiction as any one single object. Where 
do you get your powers for purchasing pictures, paint- 
ings, drawings, statues, busts, books for yourselves, for 
making fine gardens, aqueducts, water fountains, bridges, 
and canals, for the District of Columbia, Macadamizing 
the streets of Washington, and a thousand other things 
not now necessary to be mentioned? It is from the gene- 
ral welfare principle in the constitution, and called by 
the name of ** public spirit,” by my Lord Somers. These 
works of ** piety and charity,”’ of which he speaks, want 
nothing here but a *¢ force bill,” which it is now likely to 
obtain, to spread it over as many objects as you have just 
been amused with from our venerable author. 





tion of the ** genera 
excuse me, if, by way of putting this thing forever at rest, 
so that it shall no more be heard among politicians, I read 
them the history of this same general welfare doctrine 
from our old friend Lord Somers, to ascertain if it can be 
possible our constitution meant what he so profoundly 
describes. He commences: 

«‘Ewetann’s Wants; or, several proposals probably 
peneficial to England, humbly.offered to the considera- 
tion of all good patriots in both Houses of Parliament. 

«“ The want of public spirits (meaning enterprise, not 
drinkables) hath occasioned the want of many public 
works of piety and charity: works necessary for the ge- 
neral welfare, or commodious and convenient for the peo- 

le, or of ornament for the kingdom. 

‘¢1, To supply this want, that, by such easy ways and 
means as are hereafter mentioned, there may be raised a 
public stock, to be put into the hands of commissioners 
accountable to the King. 

«2. For raising such public stock, it is proposed, first, 
upon such commodities as occasion either excess or luxu- 
ry, wantonness, idleness, pride, or corruption of manners, 
there may be laid a large and extraordinarv impost, as 
upon all wines, all strong drinks, tobacco, coffee, cho- 
colate, sugars, spices, plums, all sorts of sweetmeats, 
oranges, &c.; upon all silks, laces, ribbons, jewe!ls, 
watches, plate, feathers, perukes, fringes, &c.; upon all 
fine linens, camlets; upon cards, dice, tables, bowls, &c.; 
upon all coaches, chariots, litters, sedans; upon al! pic- 
tures, perfumery, paints for the face, looking-glasses, 
&c. Moreover, a third part of all the gettings of come- 
dians, rope-dancers, mountebanks, lotteries, shows, &c. 
[By the bye, a much better list of taxable articles than that 
furnished by our own tariff act. ] 

«3. That, according to the practice of the primitive 
christians, whose devotion was such, that they thought no 
testament well made unless some considerable portion 
was thereby added to the church, no testament hence- 
forth shall be valid unless a twentieth part of the lega- 
cies were given to the afternamed objects of general wel- 
fare and private uses. Thata fortieth part of all things 
recovered by law may be [as once among the Romans] 
assigned for public uses. That there be paid out of all 
marriage portions sixpence in the pound, and something 
proportionably paid at the death and birth of every per- 
son not living on alms. Now the money of this public 
stock may be employed in these public uses following, 
viz. For building workhouses in all convenient parts of 
this kingdom; for making rivers navigable; for building 
and repairing bridges, highways, sea banks [breakwaters, } 
havens, moles, landmarks, aqueducts; for setting up poor 
youths; for marrying poor maids; for relief of aged, im- 
potent, decayed people; for maintenance of sick and 
maimed seamen, and pensions for old soldiers. 

‘*For the further increase of the price of wool, it may be 
enacted that not only the dead should be clothed in wool, 
but that all the living, from 1st November to Ist May, 
shall be obliged to wear their clothes and hats made of wool. 

‘That none but married men, or who have once been 
married, shall be, after the age of thirty-five years, capa- 
ble of any office of profit or honor. 

«An act to encourage the making all sorts of paper, of 
rourh hats, of coarse canvas, of point lace, of silks, of 
scissors, of needles, to make vinegar, all box combs, gold 
and silver lace, some sorts of silk, some sorts of gold- 
smiths’ ware, as spoons, forks, &c. which are made bet- 
ter in France than in England, and for all which vast sums 
of money are returned into France. 

‘That, as inthe reign of Edward I, the number of at- 
torneys was regulated, and one hundred and forty thou- 
sand declared to be sufficient to serve this whole kingdom 
in that peaceable age; so now, that the excessive number 
of lawyers and attorneys may be reduced to a competent 
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To return to the formation of the General Government. | agent, if, in the exercise of his one power, he cannot so 
It seems that much of the present dispute turns upon the| contrive it as to prohibit commerce altogether, for the 
nature of sovereignty, and where it resides. One thing | purpose of protecting their manufactures’ He replies, 
is admitted, that in this country the sovereignty belongs|he can. Now, who is to judge of this? Here is a case 
to the people; both the General and State Governments| made at once, and before the parties separate. Four of 
deduce their title to whatever they exercise, not what/the monarchs protest against such a power. Will any one 
they possess, for they possess none, from this source; and|say the agent himself ought to do it? Then he inevita- 
the only disagreement is as to the extent of what has| bly takes all the powers of all the monarchs, for, by the 
been conferred. I lay down this position, that sovercign-| same rule that he judges in one case, he can in a million, 
ty is either alienated or delegated; the first parts with it|as to the extent of his powers. And is it right or just, 
altogether, the last temporarily, and at the will of the} that he, who but a moment before wasa perfect blank, 
grantor. The first can never be resumed, the latter can, and was chosen, not for his own benefit, but for the be- 
at any anc all times. European Governments are found-|nefit of each and the whole of the parties, should instant- 
ed upon the first: there is no such thing in this country|ly become a conduit to pass the rights of one portion of 
as alienated sovereignty; it is all delegated. ‘The mon- 


archs of Europe possess the whole sovereignty, and what- 
ever is parted with by them, is a concession tothe people, 
either gratuitously made by a good prince, or forcibly 
wrung from a bad one, as in the case of magna charta, 
and the bill of rights from the Prince of Orange. Here 
the whole sovereignty is with the people; and whatever 
concessions are made, are to the Government, by dele- 
gation, for their benefit. The revolutionary war left thir- 
teen sovereign and independent States; and if every thing 
which has been done since that time, in relation to the 
organization of the Federal Government, could be com- 
pletely obliterated, and the thirteen States stand precise- 


ly as they did then, every one will perceive the truth of 


the assertion. Now, suffer me to draw upon your ima- 
ginations, for a moment, so as to suppose the recognition 


by Great Britain of independence had been signed yester-| 


day. Whatthen would be the character of the State Go- 
vernments? I will be told that they would be under the 
articles of confederation. Then these admit their entire 
sovereignty. Ihave before stated that the sovereignty 


resides in the people of each State; but as all the people 


of each State could not meet ata given place, to deter-! 
mine whether these articles of confederation should con-| 


tinue under their new relation of independence, or how 
far a change was rendered expedient by a great change 
of condition, (for as the confederation was principally 
designed for a state of war, it could not possibly answer 
that of peace,) it became necessary, therefore, to meet 
by representatives. When they did meet, there were 
thirteen sovereigns present, as much so as if the States 
had been left with monarchs at their head, and these mo- 
narchs had met for the purpose of appointing a general 
agent to perform certain acts, in which the whole had a 
common interest. 

Now, suppose, instead of the seventeen powers con- 
ferred on the General Government in the constitution, to 


be executed by a President, a judge, and a member of| 
Congress, representing the three departments of Govern- 
> > 5 


ment, these thirteen monarchs had been given but one 
single power, and that to but one single individual, for 
the number of powers or of agents cannot vary the princi- 
ple, subject to amendment by the consent of three-fourths 
of the contracting parties, and suppose that one power to 
be the regulation of commerce, how much sovereignty 
would be delegated to this individual? 


Surely only a se-| 


the monarchs into the possession of the others, and the 
\injured party have no other redress than what depends 
upon his self-serving judgment? What then is to be done? 
It will not surely be said that, inasmuch as the other 
nine monarchs constitute a majority, therefore they have 
a right to determine the matter. The compact is found. 
|ed upon no such principle; indeed, it is declared that any 
}amendment of the instrument must receive the consent 
|of three-fourths. Well, then, can any one be so blind as 
not to perceive that an honest, faithful, and fair execution 
of the compact would result in this arrangement, viz 
|The four monarchs would say, Mr. Agent, you have no 
right to grant what these others have asked you; now, be- 
fore we separate, we insist that you submit that instru 
iment hack to the whole of us, and if three-fourths will 
determine that you have the power, (for that number can 
| give it to you under our agreement, and it can make no 
|possible difference whether it is formally conferred, or 
declared to exist,) we will submit. If you will not, you 
|shall not exercise that power within our respective king- 
doms; and if these other nine monarchs attempt to aid 
you in this usurpation, we will now tell them we will re- 
sume that portion of the trust which we have just dele- 
gated, and dissolve the agreement. So let us understand 
|each other before we part, because, if you design to per- 
|severe, we will break up at once, and form no connexion. 
|The nine monarchs and this bribed and corrupt agent 
|declare they will go on. Is there a man here, or in any 
hole or corner of this wide world, who will have the har- 
| dihood to contend that the four monarchs must submit to 
|this fraud, engendered before the ink was yet dry upon 
the instrument that contained their signatures? And if 
| they ought not then, how is the thing varied by the inter- 
ivention oftime? If it would be fraud then, will it not be 
fraud now? Are we to lose rights because of the com- 
| plication of machinery necessary to protect them? Are 
we to submit to wrongs because of the doubts which the 
| operation of compound agencies sometimes creates’ Strip 
this whole matter of all extrinsic circumstances used for 
| the purpose of executing the powers of Government, ’na- 
lyze it till it is brought down to the simple elements! 
have presented, and, in the name of every thing that 1s 
| just and holy, can any man so torture and pervert the 
meaning of things as to arrive ata different result? 
To vary the illustration, let me present another view. 
It was said by an able speaker in another part of this 





venteenth part of what has been delegated to the Federal | buildigg, that the people can form as many Governments 
Government, (supposing seventeen to be the number of} as the¥ please, and that the people of the whole t nited 
powers granted.) Now, does not every one perceive| States have formed the General Government as well as 
that the thirteen monarchs would remain sovereign over| their State Government. Now, let this be granted. But 
the other sixteen powers not granted? And if so, are{ will he contend that these Governments are not as wholly 
they not equally so over all those powers which are de-| independent, as Governments, of each other, as if they 
nominated reserved rights? For the sixteen powers now were foreign to each other? Is not the State Gove m- 
become reserved rights. They, and the one power just|ment of Massachusetts independent of the State Govern- 
mentioned, originally came from that mass. Each mo-/ ment of Georgia? and are they not both independent 
narch has delegated, not alienated, his right to regulate|the General Government so far as respects their r« served 
commerce to a particular individual. Before they part, rights? Can Georgia legislate upon any of Massachus« o 
however, and just as they have delivered over their pow-| reserved rights? I shall be answered, No, at once. Well, 
er of attorney to their agent, nine of the monarchs ask the|if she cannot, will it be pretended that Congress can l 
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suppose not; but then again the question recurs, who is} And can it be possible that the States will submit to this? 
to decide the question of interference? I think, Mr. | Will they stand by and see their citizens massacred for 
Speaker, I can give the answer that must settle the ques-| obeying their own laws? Of what account is sovereignty 
tion. Recollect that we have just determined that neither |if it cannot protect the sovereigns? If all the people of a 
Georgia nor the General Government can legislate upon | State can be hung up, one by one, can be cut off in de- 
the reserved rights of Massachusetts. Now, suppose |tail, God help the sovereignty of such a State! Mark the 
Georgia should pass a law declaring that Massachusetts, | consequences of this doctrine. If the federal courts can 
nay, all the States, by way of making the law general, |control the State courts by considering them, and their 
should pay a tax to her upon their exports? Would Mas-| officers, and their posse, as so many individuals, unconnect- 
sachusetts leave the decision of the right to impose this|ed with the State Government, and control them accord- 
tax tothe courts of Georgia? Who believes it? Would|ingly by the use of dungeons, halters, and gibbets, they 
she leave it to the federal court? Certainly not. Then|can treat the Legislatures and Governors of States in the 
to whom would she leave it? Why, to no earthly power|same way. If the judiciary department of the United 
but herself. She would declare the law null and void, as{States can exercise such a power, then the co-ordinate 
in the case of the boundary of Maine, and not *¢ obligatory | branches of the same Government can do the same thing. 
upon her people.” She would * interpose her authority | Congress and the President may act upon all the depart- 
to prevent its operation within her limits.” If she has|ments of the State Governments in the same way, not as a 
the right to interpose, she has the choice of means. And Government, but merely as individuals; and when Govern- 
whether by arms or legislation she effects this interposi-|ors are brought to the scaffold, for executing the laws of 
tion, it is for herself, and no one else, to judge and deter-| their States, it will be poor consolation to be told they 
mine. To this reasoning there can be no objection. |are not hung in their official but in their private capacities. 
Now, suppose that Congress passes precisely such a law |If the States submit to this doctrine, they will richly de- 
as that of Georgia’s, imposing the same tax. In what will|serve the fate which the bill we are now discussing is pre- 
the cases differ? Think you Massachusetts would leave} paring for their people. 
the question to the Supreme Court? To what other con-| Mr. Speaker, f am admonished, by the great length of 
clusion could she come but the one in the Georgia case, if| time I have occupied, no longer to abuse a patience which 
she is independent of both Governments in reference to|has been unusually indulgent. I must, therefore, though 
her reserved rights? Ifshe would nullify as to Georgia, |I have much more to say, bring my remarks to a close. I 
what is to hinder her from nullifying as to the General} ask now the attention of the House but fora very few 
Government? They stand upon the same footing. } moments. 

But there is another view that I think still more con-| Acting upon the doctrines I have advanced, South Ca- 
clusive of the right of'a State to protect her reserved \Tolina has annulled what she deems an unconstitutional 
rights. Suppose, at the formation of the Federal Go-|law of this Government, and has prepared herself to pre- 
vernment, the States, or rather the people of each State, | vent its operation within her limits, declaring she means 
had possessed, severally, only twenty powers; they meet) to use no force, and that if force is used against her, she 
in convention, as States, and confer ten of these powers) will leave the Union. ‘The President has said she shall do 
on the General Government, and keep the other ten to/neither, and calls upon Congress to give him the army, 
themselves, respectively. Now, mark, they were su-|navy, and militia, to coerce her into obedience. Now, 
preme over all the twenty powers before they granted| Mr. Speaker, let us ask ourselves seriously if this can be 
ten away; consequently, they continue supreme over|right? Does prudence, generosity, or justice, demand 
those not granted. Both Governments go into operation|such a harsh proceeding against a sister State, even 
perfectly supreme over their respective ten powers. Sup-| though she were wrong, if any milder course could be 
pose the States pass a law violating one of the ten grant-|devised? Repeal the tariff, which, before Heaven, isa 
ed powers, what do you suppose the General Govern- | solemn duty, because an act of justice; and the whcle 
ment would do? The answer is ready. she would not) difficulty is atan end. But, sir, suppose this bill passed, 
regard it; she would not suffer it to operate within her| and General Jackson obtains all he wants—suppose he 
limits; in fine, she would nullify it. Will any one point}could, with his own arm, unaided by any other force, ex- 
out to me any good reason why the States may not be|ecute its object; and suppose a crisis arrives that makes 
permitted to do the same thing, if Congress passes a law/it necessary for him to proceed to South Carolina! Go 
violating one of their ten reserved rights? If they are} with me, Mr. Speaker, to the scene of action, and let me 
independent Governments, perfectly supreme over their] present you the picture which is furnished by the ma- 
respective ten powers, what one can do te protect itself, | terials of this astonishing case. General Jackson girds 
the other certainly can. It isa bad rule that does not}on his dagger, and with cool and deliberate step marches 
work both ways. If the Federal Government can defend |to the peaceful plains of Carolina. He seizes the first 
its granted powers, surely the States may do the same thing| man he meets, and exerting the whole strength of a great 
as to their reserved rights; and whatever plan the one| Government, he throttles him, and, with the strangling 
may adopt to effect the object, precisely that may be em-! grip of Hercules, chokes him to the earth. In that fall, 
ployed by the other. The provision that the ‘*constitu-|to which overpowered energy must submit, he plants his 
tion, and the laws of the United States which shall be|knee upon the bosom of his struggling victim, and thus 
made in pursuance thereof, shall be the supreme law of] prostrate, he is about to plunge his knife to his heart. 
the land,” is not stronger or more extensive than the one| But, sir, before the fatal blow is struck, he relaxes his 
which asserts that ‘‘the powers not delegated to the|grasp, to receive the dying words, not of a convict, but 
United States are reserved to the States respectively, or} of a frecborn citizen of a sovereign State. What does he 
to the people.” say’? Sir, he asks, why am I thus treated? What have 

I know the sovereignty of the States is now laughed|I done? I have obeyed my State, and forfeited my life 

at, and the proclamation has done more to bring theirjto you, If Thad obeyed you, it would have been forfeited 
rights into contempt than all the other attacks united|to my State. Is this the boasted'land of American liberty? 
since the triumph of republicanism in ’98. It is now urg-| Better, by far, I had lived in Poland, or been a serf in 
ed by that instrument, by its federal friends, and the bill] Russia, But what, I repeat, have [done to you? Have 
on your table, that the States may be sovereign, but their|[ not fought by your side, for my country, at Mobile and 
people shall be subjects. They will not war against the|St. Mark’s, and contributed to your fame? Have [I not 
States, as States, but they will hold their citizens answer-| willingly paid every tribute she exacted, nay, more than 
able, individually, for the acts of their Governments. my share, when she asked it fur her own purposes? 
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Have you not said there is enough, more than enough? 
Have you not said that lam wronged, and ought to be re- 
dressed? Why is it, then, you are about to make a de- 
solation of my home, and fill its murdered peace with 
the tears of orphans, and the cries of their widowed mo- 
ther? What other reply could be made by this executioner 
of your law, than that this is wholly true? True, that 
the Government wants not your money; true, that I 
have said that your burdens ought to be lightened; true, 
I have said there is more than the wants of the Govern- 
ment require; but there stands at my back, unconnected 
with the Government, a confederacy of individuals, one 
of whom cries out to me, kill him, kill him, unless he will 
contribute from the sweat of his brow something to my 
woollens! Kill him, kill him, says another, unless he 
gives something to my cottons! Kill him, kill him, says a 
third, unless he yields a tribute to my iron! Sir, in this 
critical moment, I leave him, and I leave you and this 
House to ponder on the scene. 

Mr. ISACKS, of Tennessee, said he would offer some 
reasons why, after all that has been done, and as matters 
now stand, this hill ought to be passed; he had no note 
of preparation, and should limit himself, both as to time 
and matter. I will admit, says Mr. I., there is not now 
that imminent necessity, apparently, for this measure, that 
the state of affairs recently and before the passage of the 
tariff bill seemed to present, yet, in reality, the same 
causes May now require it, which did then. 

But, Mr. Speaker, before I do this, I must take the li- 
berty of attending to some remarks of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Crayton, ] who has just taken his seat; par- 
ticularly those which seemed to be made in such a good 
natured mood, that it was difficult to tell whether they 
were intended for sarcasm, ridicule, or good humor. 1 
— the philippic which he pronounced upon the Pre- 
sideut. 
General Jackson, I do not present myself as his advocate; 
his own public acts can better plead his cause; but the 
gentleman from Georgia must excuse me for saying that 
his attack reminded me of the old harangues preceding the 
three last presidential, elections, in which much of the 
same spirit was displayed, and the same, with many other 
kindred objections urged, as to violence of temper and 
want of qualification. Notwithstanding all this, the peo- 
ple of the United States, by overwhelming majorities, 
have twice determined that Andrew Jackson was a fit and 
proper person to be entrusted with the execution of the 
laws of this Government. And I was not a little surpris- 
ed that the gentleman from Georgia should bring forward 
these stale charges. The construction of the second sec- 
tion, the Indian treaty, the proceedings in Florida, with 
all the rest referred to, and which were as well known to 
that gentleman many years ago as they are now; and yet 
he has supported this same man for the high station that 
he now holds. [Mr. Craytow said, under like circum- 


GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 
Revenue Collection Bill. 


Although the personal and political friend of 


1852 


(Fen. 27, 1833, 


vorite author, Lord Somers, and read it to us upon this 
head, as he did upon several others. 

T have no special charge of this bill, nor any other sub. 
ject in which the administration is particularly concerned. 
Some of the organizers did not intend that I should have, 
and Iam gratified that these subjects have been entrusted 
to abler hands. It will hardly be said of me that I am for 
the administration, ‘‘ per fas et nefas,” and therefore sup. 
port this bill. If you will read the sentence backwards, | 
should not object to its application. I am for the bill, be- 
cause I think it right in itself, and therefore support the 
administration; and I am always glad to find myself in 
that situation, for I yield to none in an ardent desire for 
the success of those who administer the Government. 
Yet, for want of sagacity, or something else, I have not 
had the good luck to dodge out of the way of some very 
heavy vetoes. I thank the Power that made me for the 
consciousness of moral courage to do what I believe to be 
my duty. I hope I shall always fear to do wrong. I should 
fear to violate the known will of my constituents on no 
measure of expediency, but a presidential veto has terror 
forme. I thought it not amiss to bring this much of my 
course into review for the purpose of casting off from my- 
self all imputations against those who support this bill, 
rather from a desire to serve the administration, than from 
their own sense of propriety. 

I will now advance such reasons as occur to me, and 
which I have not heard given by vthers, why this bill 
ought, at this time, to be passed. I can truly say that I 
rejoice with those who do rejoice, that, by the passage of 
the bill for the reduction of the tariff, the olive branch of 
peace has been extended to the discontented people of 
the South, and nothing could have afforded me more 
pleasure than to find it acceptable (so far as we can judge) 
to Southern members, and that, I admit, gives a great de- 
gree of assurance that it will be satisfactory to their con- 
stituents; and some have expressed their belief that it 
would, while others have doubted. Butthey cannot give, 
neither can we receive from them a pledge that it will be 
accepted. Though much has been conceded, still it stops 
short of the demands of South Carolina, and may be re- 
jected. God grant it may not. But are our laws such 
light and empty things that they are to be observed or re- 
sisted at pleasure? After what South Carolina has alrea- 
dy done, after she has left nothing undone that could 
render resistance effectual, shall we leave every thing to 
chance, and do nothing to counteract their operations, by 
providing the means for the effectual execution of our 
laws? If, contrary to all our hopes, Congress should ad- 


|journ, and our new tariff law share the fate of the forme r, 
—- this bill become a law, the work of nullification 


and secession would then go on triumphantly. But what 
would the country say of us? We should have to mect 
| the just reproaches of our constituents, and be convinced, 
| when it was too late, that we had been too confiding, that 


stances, he would do so again; but he did not then know) we had risked every thing, and lost all that our inaction 
that he would have to execute such a law as this. ] Then,| could lose. The ordinance of South Carolina has at one 
said Mr. Isacxs, the objection should be to the law, and/sweep pronounced our whole system of revenue laws null 
not to the man; for it would be too much to say, that if|and void, and declared a conditional secession from the 
he were a good President without this law, he would be| Union; and her legislative acts have carried out the 
a bad one with it; this is enough to say on this part of the/scheme. Now, I will not stop to dispute whether all this 
subject. The time and convenience of the House will| can be (as they call it) a peaceable remedy, or what is 
not allow me to enter upon a discussion of the formation! meant by nullification and secession. In the plain Eng- 
and powers of the General Government, the rights of the) lish definition and common sense view of their proceed- 
States, and the doctrines of nullification and secession; ings, I pronounce them to be revolutionary in their cha- 
with the arguments on those topics, every member must| racter and tendencies. And who will peril the safety of 
be familiar, and they have gone forth to the country al-| the country upon the uncertainty of their going back- 
ready in State papers and speeches. The gentleman| ward rather than forward? Our acquaintance with hu- 
from Georgia has illustrated his views of delegated pow-| man nature and the history of ages, even farther back than 
er, by the exhibition of thirteen kings, personating the| the time of Lord Somers, should remind us that when the 
thirteen United States, in the creation of a Governments} elements of society are agitated, disturbed, and shaken 
and I should have been more amused, though, perhaps, | asunder, as when the fountains of the great deep are 
less instructed, if he could have found a chapter in his fa-| broken up, they are not readily quicted and confined, and 
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often defy all bounds. And it sometimes happens that 
those who start foremost in the career, either of revolu- 
tion or reform, are outrun, and even run over, and left 
far behind, by their more ardent and reckless followers. 

This may or may not come to pass in South Carolina. 
There is in that State, perhaps, more talent than in any 
other, in proportion to their number of free inhabitants; 
but I have seen and read enough from there to convince 
me that there are amongst them many bold, impatient, 
and ambitious spirits, who, for aught I know, may think 
some of their present leaders too moderate and easily sa- 
tisfied; especially if they could get the lead themselves. 
In speaking of the nullification party collectively, as I do, 
I must not be understood to say that they are bad men; 
far from it; I have seen enough of human nature to learn 
that, under the influence of high excitement, surrounded 
and propelled by concurring circumstances, good men 
will often go to as great excesses and commit as great 
errors as bad men; and the difference between them can 
only be found in the motives by which they are actuated. 
But it may be said that all this is mere speculation, from 
which no certain results can be shown. Be itso. In 
providing the means of security, it is not necessary that 
the danger should be inevitable. We know the threat- 
ening position which they have taken; they may pro- 
ceed to put in practice what they have put on parchment. 
That is enough for us to know. If with this knowledge 
we refuse to act, we make ourselves answerable for the 
consequences. 

Mr. Speaker, I have adverted to future probabilities, 
merely in’ connexion with the realities of the present and 
the past; and, upon the strength of these realities, I shall 
insist that if we would vindicate the authority and honor 
of the Government, we have no choice but to pass this 
bill. How stand the facts? South Carolina, in the high- 


est attitude she could assume, and in the most decisive 


form, has ordained that all the revenue laws of this Go- 
vernment are null and yoid, and shall not be carried into 
effect within her limits. That the twenty-fifth section of 
the judiciary act, which this House a few years ago, by a 
large majority, very properly, as I think, refused to re- 
peal, shall have no effect in that State. And, upon cer- 
tain conditions, amounting to this, that if she is prevent- 
ed from making effectual resistance to the laws, she will 
no longer be a member of this Union, but will forthwith 
proceed to form a separate and independent Government. 
This ordinance of the convention has been fully carried 
out and adapted to practical purposes by the enactments 
of the Legislature. And, to complete the work, a large 
military force is provided, companies, regiments, and it 
might not be going too far to say, armies, are organized, 
equipped, and ready for the field. We learn, also, that 
they have mounted the blue cockade. I wonder how it 
came to be blue. Ihave heard of blue laws and blue 
lights, of the blue bells of Scotland, and the bonnets of 
blue; but I never before heard of blue cockades! But, 
without respect to color, it is a badge of hostility—an em- 
blem of war. 

{Here Mr. Isacxs alluded to a new flag in South Caro- 
lina, and a conversation ensued between him and Mr. Mc- 
Durrrs, not particularly noted. 

Mr. McDvurris called for the authority on which that 
allusion was made. 

Mr. Isacks gave newspaper statements and conver- 
sations. 

Mr. McDurrtxz said the information relied on was false, 
and the fact was not so. Mr. I. did not vouch for the 
fact; and after such a denial would leave the matter about 
the flag to be as it might.] 

I return, said Mr. Isacxs, to the far weightier matters; 
the ordinance, the statutes, the military preparations. 
These are undeniable, and here I will hold. How long 


they now exist in all their force and vigor. And shall 
these measures of resistance and defiance be taken in the 
face of the American people, and the world, and meet 
with no rebuke? Shall nothing be done that will tell to 
all, now and hereafter, what is the sense of the nation on 
this procedure? We cannot do less than provide ade- 
quate means to counteract the progress of nullification, if 
it is persisted in; and if it is not, so much the better, our 
act will then be inoperative. 

I have heard it said that we ought to be careful how we 
treat South Carolina at this time. Ihope she will be 
treated with the common justice to which all are entitled, 
and as soon as she becomes herself again, I would be glad 
if the waters of oblivion could cover all that has happen- 
ed. But whois the aggressor in this affair? Who has 
been wanting in respect to the majesty of the people of 
the United States, and the supremacy of their laws? Not 
the President, not Congress, but South Carolina her- 
self. And shall she complain if we move pari passu 
with her? If we but follow up her own lead, and beat 
her at her own game, if she will play it out? I think she 
ought not. 

We have heard much about the influence of public 
opinion, and the madness of attempting to administer a 
free Government without the sanction of the public will. 
All this is undoubtedly true; but our adversaries have no 
claim to the benefit of the argument. What is the pub- 
lic will? It is not the opinions of a small section of the 
country, or a small portion of the people compared with 
the whgle; but it is the settled and concurring judgment 
of a decided majority of all the people of the whole com- 
munity. We find the expression of that will in the form 
of the Government, its institutions and legislative pro- 
ceedings, its constitution and laws. And the source of 
that public will, in the understandings of men, supplies 
that ever active principle of government which I had al- 
most called the reserved sovereignty of the people. And 
if it were possible to obtain force to act against the public 
will so understood, the employment of such force would 
be vain and ineffectual. 

But the whole ground is reversed, when, in virtue of 
the public will, you are driven, in the last resort, to the 
employment of force, not to oppose its designs, but to 
further its purposes, and to cause the deed to conform to 
the will. Then force becomes proper and indispensable. 
The one may be called a forced action against the will, 
the other the action produced by the will. Are we to be 
told that, if every rational being in a State, or limited dis- 
trict of country, were of one opinion upon a given ques- 
tion, that they must, therefore, have their will and their 
way, in despite of the settled judgment of all the Union 
besides? Such an argument would be utterly fallacious, 
and yet a stranger one than that with which we are op- 
posed in the case before us. 

Arbitrary power has no abiding place in our free insti- 
tutions; ours is emphatically a Government of laws; and 
if the laws do not prevail, the Government cannot last; 
you might as well expect animal life to exist without the 
circulation of the blood. The laws should be equal and 
just, and every well founded objection against them re- 
moved in the mode pointed out by the constitution. But 
when they are obstructed by force, no matter from what 
quarter, or under what authority, that force should be 
met, repelled, and put down, by the overpowering ener- 
gies of the whole community. That Government which 
cannot, or will not, protect itself, need not be expected 
to protect the rights of its citizens, and will not long have 
their confidence and support. Ours is no such frail or 
vicious Government in principle, and God forbid that it 
should ever become such in practice. I forbear to dwell 
upon the contempt in which such a Government must be 
held, and the insults it must expect to meet with in its in- 


these are to abide, we know not; but this we know, that/tercourse with the great family of nations. 
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Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, followed. He said he}to the public service. But now the case is different; | 
rose for the purpose of assigning, briefly, the reasons why |feel myself differently situated. 1 am called upon, not 
he should vote for this bill, and of explaining and recon-| only as a representative of South Carolina, but asa re. 
ciling the conduct he adopted at the commencement of|presentative of the American people, to discharge a so. 
the session, with that which he deemed it his imperative} lemn and conscientious duty which cannot be performed 
duty to pursue now. by a substitute. Here is an unpleasant duty to be per. 

Some explanation of this sort is the more necessary, said | formed, which cannot be evaded by referring it to a com. 
Mr. B., as I understand the gentleman from North Caro-| mittee of which Iam nota member. The question pre. 
lina, [Mr. Canson,] while I have been out of the House, | sents itself to this House, and is not to be blinked by any 
has expressed some astonishment that I should be in fa-|member here unless he proves recreant to the trust re. 
vor of a coercive measure against my own State, or that I}posed in him. I have come to the conclusion, some time 
should ask the passage of this bill for the protection of|since, that it is my bounden duty to vote for this bill, and 
the * Union party” of South Carolina. If I were disposed|I shall not shrink from the responsibility of doing so, be 
to retort upon the gentleman from North Carolina, I} the consequences to myself what they may. Were | to 
might ask him, in return, how it happens that he is oppos-| vote against this bill, I should consider myself as giving 
ed to this measure, whilst his constituents are well known |an indirect sanction to nullification, secession, and all the 
to be almost unanimously against ‘¢ nullification.” And|absurdities which accompany these political heresies. {t 
I might, with at least as much propriety, express my|is impossible, therefore, that I should vote against the bill; 
astonishment that he should so far mistake the wishes|and to withhold my vote, would be nearly equivalent to 
and well-ascertained opinions of nine-tenths of the intel-| my negation of the bill. 
ligent people he represents, as to oppose the passage of} The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Crarror] has amus. 
this bill. ed, or attempted to amuse, the House with a wonderful 

I repeat now, what I have said again and again, that 1} farrago about witches and hobgoblins, signs and wonders 
shall regard the rejection of this bill as a negative sanction|in the heavens, drumming and fifing, horsemen and ban- 
of nullification, and an indirect rebuke of the Union party|ners, music and battle, in the air. At last he descended 
in South Carolina. I have not asked this, or any other} from the heavens, and condescended to notice the affairs 
measure, for the personal safety of the Union party: 1| of this lower world. He complained sorely about the ex. 
have repeatedly disclaimed it, entirely and uncondition-|travagance here, and at the ‘* White House”—seemed 
ally. We ask not personal protection: we would suffer| much afflicted at the profuse expenditure of the public 
annihilation before we would invoke aid in that respect.|money, and wound up his chapter of lamentations by a 
But we think there is something due to our character and|commentary on the tyrannical character of President 
feelings. And I submit it to the candid consideration of| Jackson, and something like ‘a bill of exceptions” to his 
this House whether it would be generous or politic to| conduct during the late wars with Great Britain and the 
make a ** scapegoat” of the ** Union party,” to bear away | Seminole Indians. He seems alarmed by the recollection 
the sins of nullification to the wilderness, in order to con-|of the unauthorized conduct, and strong military opera- 
ciliate the disorganizers in South Carolina. Suppose you] tions of General Jackson against the Spanish posts in Flo- 
do so on this occasion, what encouragement would an or-| rida; his management of Callava and Dominick Hall; and 
derly, well-disposed minority in a refractory State have|has much to say (by way of reproof, if I understood him) 
to stand up for the dignity of this Government, and the|about General Jackson’s opinions relative to the ‘* Hart- 
execution of its laws in a coming day? Could you expect] ford Convention,” and the second section of the rules and 
such a minority in a rebellious State to hazard their per-| articles of war. 
sonal liberty, their lives and fortunes, to subject them-| Now it isa pity the gentleman did not tell us somethin 
selves to civil and political disfranchisement, to obloquy| about his own vote, during the last session, appropriatit 
and reproach, and to peril their all, as the Union party in| one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the aquedi 
South Carolina have done, in defence of the Union, and} of Alexandria, making a canal along the side of an 
the institutions of the country? No, sir, you could not} navigable river. I am sorry, too, that he forgot 
expect it. They would remind you of the fate of the|us about his votes in favor of a stereotype edition 
** Union party” in South Carolina. Ican assure the gen-|laws. Here Mr. Crayton rose, and denied that he 
tleman from North Carolina, and I assure this House, that given any such vote.] Iwill then refer the gentleman 
the duty now imposed on me in relation to this bill, is far| Mr. Speaker, to the journal of the last session, page 1146 
from being a pleasant one. It will be remembered that, | where he will find it recorded, that ** Mr. Daniel, in pur- 
at the commencement of the session, I asked and obtained} suance of instruetions from the Committee on the Judi- 
leave to withdraw from the Military Committee, of which| ciary, moved that the House do now proceed to the 


+ 
5 


¥ was a member. I did this under an impression that] deration of the bill from the Senate (No. 86) entit! 
possibly it might become the duty of that committee to| act providing for the publication of a stereotype cdition 
recommend some coercive means to counteract the rash| of the laws.’ 

measures of the ruling party in the State from which I} ‘*A motion was made by Mr. Foster that the repor 
came. Had I remained a member of that committee, I| of the committee, and the motion to proceed to the con- 
could not oppose any proposition that might be deem-|sideration of the said bill, do lie on the table; and the 
ed necessary for putting down nullification and its conco-| question being put that the House do agree to this mo- 
mitant measures, without indirectly aiding and abetting! tion, it was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 74, nays 69 
what I consider a rebellious proceeding, or, at least, a} The name of ‘ Augustine S. Clayton” is recorded | 
proceeding of rebellious tendency; and it was repugnant|the negative, against laying the subject on the table, 
to my feelings to assist, as a member of a committee, in| which is equivalent to a vote in favor of the bill. 
recommending to this House any measures or means of} As to his complaints against the conduct of General 
coercion against the misguided State of South Carolina. | Jackson, I would ask the gentleman from Georgia if he 
I was unwilling to subject myself to the appearance, or| was not aware of them before he first gave his aid in pro- 
to the reproaches even of the nullifiers, of aiding to in-| moting the General to the presidential chair? Did he not, 
flict blows on the State which I in part represent. The} with the full knowledge of all the objections he now urges 
public interest and safety did not require that I should | against General Jackson, assist, a second time, in electing 
make that sacrifice of feeling. My place on the commit-| him to the high station he now fills? How are we to ac- 
tee could be easily, perhaps advantageously, supplied, | count for his sudden change of opinion in relation to the 
without detriment to the action of this House, or injury| distinguished personage of whom I now speak? [Here 
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Mr. Cuaron said, if he could be permitted he would state 
his reasons.j Sir, it is not very material what they are; I 
shall leave him to answer these questions to himself and 
his constituents. I presume he has recently seen some 
new light in the heavens; he has probably heard some 
«drumming and fifing,” not in the air, but in the other 
end of this building. But, Mr. Speaker, it is time to re- 
turn to a More important subject. 

{ shall vote for the bill now under consideration, sir, 
not for the personal safety of the ** Union party” to which 
{ belong, but because I think it is necessary for the inte- 
rest and safety of the whole country. Were I to consult 
only the safety of the Union party in South Carolina, 1 
might wish this bill to be rejected. It may, possibly, in- 
crease the anger and hostility of our opponents against us, 
but Iam proud to believe that the Union party are, and 
ever will be, governed by far higher and nobler motives 
than any grovelling considerations connected with their 
own personal safety, personal interests, or self-aggran- 
dizement. No, sir, I shall vote for this measure because 
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incompatible with that duty which the American people 
owe to their own interests and safety; and it is utterly in- 
compatible with the welfare and happiness of the seced- 
ing State itself. Sir, the Government of the United 
States is not at liberty to permit a State to withdraw from 
this Union. If it were possible for such madness to seize 
upon every man, woman, and child, as to desire a separa- 
tion from the rest of the States, you are under the con- 
stitutional obligation to prevent it. But when the domi- 
nant party of a State has gained its power by fraud and 
misrepresentation, holding forth nullification as a ‘* consti- 
tutional, efficient, peaceable remedy”—and when a very 
large and respectable minority of that State protests 
against secession, and reminds you of your obligations to 
protect republican institutions, you have no sort of dis- 
cretion on the subject. The Federal Government is un- 
der imperative constitutional obligation to guaranty to 
each and every State of this confecleracy a republican 
form of Government. 

Every body knows that small and weak States, in an 


I think the interest, the honor, and the safety of the Unit-| isolated condition, could not maintain a republican form 
ed States demand it. I support it because I think it ne-|of Government. Should the Federal Government per- 
cessary to put down and demolish these political heresies | mit a State to secede, how could the federal head an- 
and rebellious proceedings which strike at the vitals of}swer for the kind of Government the seceding State 
our constitution, and which, if tolerated, will destroy the| might adopt? We must presume, indeed we know, that, 


| 


efliciency of our Federal Government for all time to come. | from absolute necessity, the seceding State would be 


Isupport this bill, sir, because I wish to live and die aj compelled to adopt a more energetic form of Government 


freeman. J have not the presumption to trouble this en- 


lightened body with a dissertation upon nullification: it is| 


now a subject well understood even by hackmen and sca- 
vengers; it has become ‘‘ a by-word of reproach.” It has 
lost all its terrors; it has become a topic as stale and dis- 
gusting as itis absurd and ridiculous; its only fruit has 
been an impotent, tyrannical attempt to enslave, to dis- 





thana republic. She would be forced to adopt a mo- 
narchy, or a despotism of some kind; perhaps a dictator- 
ship, as Poland recently attempted to establish against 
the formidable Power of Russia. 

It has been said elsewhere, and, for aught I know, it 
may be said here, that this obligation of the Federal Go- 
vernment, to preserve to each State a republican form of 


franchise, and degrade the patriotic few who have resist-| Government, existed no longer than a State chose to re- 


ed it within the limits of South Carolina, and who ‘have | main inthe Union. Now, sir, if this be true, it was use- 
not bowed the knee” to its wicked or deluded authors. — to require that guaranty from the Federal Govern- 
But [ think, sir, the dominant party in South Carolina} ment at all. What was the object of those sages who 
begin to find that something more than nullification is ne- | framed the constitution, in requiring the Federal Govern- 
cessary to enable them to make ‘‘ Helots” and serfs of|ment to guaranty to each State a republican form of 
the Union party. They, therefore, begin to talk of seced-|Government? Was it for the security of the Federal 
ing; of separating South Carolina from the Union; of|Government itself, and the great body of the American 
withdrawing our fealty from that Government established | people? No, sir, it would be absurd to require of them a 
by the toils of our fathers, and cemented by their blood, | constitutional pledge or guaranty that they would take 
and of bestowing it exclusively on the nation of South |care of their own liberty and welfare, and not commit po- 
Carolina. T use this language through no feeling of dis-|litical suicide. But, sir, the object of this guaranty was 
respect or unkindness towards South Carolina: I have no| the security of a minority in each State. It was to prevent 
motive to insult her. ‘It is my own, my native land;”|such tyranny as is now practised by the ruling party in 
it contains all that is near and dear to me, both living and | South Carolina. It was to prevent the dominant party in 
dead; within its bosom the bones of my ancestors repose;| a State (who might obtain their ascendancy by fraud and 
upon its soil my family reside; all my property is there;/delusion) from changing the republican Government of 
I have not removed one dollar’s worth of it from the State; | that State into a despotism, and thereby tyrannizing over a 
there it is, and there it and myself will remain, ‘* for weal | minority of their fellow-citizens, (as it is now done in my 
and for wo,” until the storm passes over, and the peril of | unfortunate State, ) and finally ruling the whole with a rod 
the day is at an end. Our opponents will find that even|ofiron. But if this noble object (I mean the preserva- 
secession (should they madly resort to it) will not enable | tion of our State republics) can be defeated by allowing 
them to enslave the Union party. Sir, they will find that, | the dominant party ina State to secede, and burst the 
although Union men may be annihilated, they never can | bonds of this happy Union asunder, it was a folly for our 
beconquered. But I must drop this strain, lest I be re. | fathers to have incorporated that provision in the consti- 
garded as a nullifier myself. And our time is too limited |tution. Sir, this right of a State to secede at pleasure, 
to amplify on any topic. is something like the right of a servant to obey his master 

I will only make a few remarks about the pretended | until he chooses to rebel. The right of the Federal Go- 
rights of a State tosecede from the Union. I have been|vernment to permit a State to secede, would resemble 
astonished that some of my worthy friends should eschew |the obligation of a father to instruct and protect and go- 
“nullification” as they would Sutan himself, and yet|vern his children until the youngsters chose to throw off 
tolerate and sanction the pernicious doctrine of ‘*seces-|his authority, and run away from him. And, sir, as has 
sion.” ‘This is, indeed, * straining at a gnat, and swal-jbeen said on another occasion, and in another place, by 
lowing a camel.” Why, sir, secession goes ahead of|a distinguished gentleman of this House, (Mr. J. Q. 
nullification, or, rather, it supersedes and swallows up| Adams,] ‘‘ The right of a State to secede from this 
that heresy, as Aaron’s rod and serpents did those of the | Union, would be the right of an inhabitant of a populous 
Egyptian magicians. A very little reflection must satisfy |city to burn his own house.” Yes, sir, the right of a 
any unprejudiced mind that secession is altogether in-|State to secede, is your right, or any man’s right, to burn 
compatible with the existence of this confederacy. It is'his own house in the midst of a populous city, and there- 
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% destroy, perhaps, a hundred thousand of his neigh- 
ors. 

Sir, if this construction of the constitution is to prevail, 
any State wishing to set up a monarchy, or form a fo- 
reign alliance, has only to declare herself’ out of the Union 
to effect her object, or a foreign nation has only to trans- 
port about ten thousand of her scape-gallows ruffians into 
one of our small States, where they can soon become 
naturalized, vote the State out of the Union, involve the 
country in anarchy and desolation, and away goes your 
confederacy and American liberty together. 

This would be a much easier and cheaper way for a 
foreign nation to destroy united North America, than by 
sending fleets and armies against us. 

But, if a State has a right to secede in time of peace, 
it may have an additional pretext, perhaps stronger rea- 
sons, for doing so in time of war. And a State which 
may be the key to the whole country, containing within 
her bosom some of your most powerful fortifications and 
richest arsenals, with a vast proportion of your navy in her 
harbors, may, at the most perilous moment, declare her- 
self independent of the confederacy, and secede from 
the Union, make common cause with the common ene- 
my, turn your own batteries and your own ships of war 
against you, and commit, in the most aggravated manner, 
what the constitution absolutely defines to be treason. 
This is the inevitable tendency of this heresy. Sir, if 
any man can sanction such a hideous, suicidal doctrine as 
this, and then stickle at nullification, I envy not his saga- 
city. 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, has been likened to the ‘* Bos- 
ton Port Bill’—it has been called the ‘‘ Bloody Bill”— 
and the vocabulary of Billingsgate has been culled and 
ransacked for abusive epithets to bestow uponit. Are 
its enemies so foolish as to imagine they can have this 
bill slain by giving it the name of ** mad dog?” Such a 


stratagem might possibly succeed at a barbacue meeting 


in the country, but the artifice is rather too shallow to 
succeed here. 

It is pretended that this bill will invest the President of 
the United States with dangerous powers; that it will 
make him ‘‘a Cromwell”—‘‘a military despot”—* an 
armed dictator”’—and all that. 

Now, sir, to all this, it isa sufficient answer to say, 
the crisis demands it: the circumstances of the country 
require the passage of this bill; and that similar powers, 
indeed greater powers, have been vested in the predeces- 
sors of President Jackson, on more slight emergencies, 
and that too by the votes of Southern men. Greater pow- 
ers were vested in General Washington and Mr. Jeffer- 
son to suppress the whiskey insurrection in Pennsylvania, 
and to enforce the non-intercourse and embargo laws in 
New England. I say greater powers were vested in the 
predecessors of President Jackson, because this bill makes 
the power of the present Chief Magistrate contingent up- 
on the aggressive violence of the ruling party in South 
Carolina. It defines and limits those powers of the 
Chief Magistrate which, without this bill, would be lati- 
tudinous, and without end. If the dominant party in 
South Carolina do not use force against the federal offi- 
cers and federal laws, the President will not feel himself 
authorized, under the provisions of this bill, to use force 
against any portion of the citizens of South Carolina. I 
need not turn to the cases or descant upon the laws to 
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Yes, sir, those laws were called for by Thomas Jefferson, 
who is now held forth as the champion of State rights, 
and the apostle of nullification itself? 

Southern men, I presume, could not see, or at least 
they could not feel the danger of exercising such powers 
against Yankees. But when it is proposed to empower 
the President to coerce Southern nullifiers, if they do 
not behave themselves, why then, indeed, it is quite ano. 
ther affair—then the Southern bull gores the Northern 
ox. 

It is said, sir, if we pass the ‘tariff bill,” there will be 
no need for this bill. Well, now should there be no need 
for the President to exercise the powers granted by this 
bill, it will be entirely harmless, and its passage can dono 
injury whatever. But what security have you that there 
will be no need for the exercise of the powers granted by 
this bill? Any tariff bill that is now offered embraces, to 
the fullest extent, the *‘ protecting principle.” And the 
ruling party in South Carolina have declared, in their 
‘¢ address to the American people,” that they will be sa- 
tisfied with nothing short of an entire abandonment of that 
principle. The representatives of that party here may 
hope (for they cannot offer you a better guaranty than a 
hope) that their friends at home may be moderate, if the 
** tariff bill” passes. But they cannot pledge their party, 
nor can they account for what their nullifying convention 
may do, when reassembled on the second Monday in 
March next. I say, therefore, this ** enforcing bill,” as its 
enemies call it, ought to pass, whether the tariff bill be- 
comes a law or not. If you pass ‘* Mr. Clay’s bill,” or 
‘* Verplanck’s bill,” as they are called, what certainty 
have you that either of those bills would induce the reck- 
less rulers of South Carolina to pause in their mad career’ 
Each of those bills recognises the ‘* protecting policy,” 
and retains the ‘ principle of protection,” unimpaired; 
and when the convention which passed the ordinance of 
nullification is reassembled, they may remind you of their 
“address to the American people,” they may tell you 
that your ‘tariff bill” does not come up to their requisi- 
tions, and that it is not such a modification of the tariff as 
they, in the plenitude of their sovereignty, had demanded 
of you. General Hamilton himself, the President of the 
convention, if he was here, could give you no positive as- 
surance that the convention would be satisfied with your 
modification of the tariff. Those who raise a political 
storm cannot long control it, and that convention may 
proceed to practical nullification and secession. They 
may declare the Union men traitors, forfeit their lives, and 
confiscate their estates. But, sir, I say again, we do not 
ask the passage of this bill for the security of our lives and 
property. If we cannot defend ourselves against the per- 
sonal violence of our opponents, let us ‘* go to the wall. 
But do not, by your legislation here, censure your friends, 
and sanction the rebellious conduct of your enemies. No, 
sir, give us extermination, if God wills it; but spare us 
from reproach and dishonor. 

But to return ence more to the bill before us. Why 
not invest General Jackson with full and undisputed 
powers to meet any emergency that may arise’ Is it pre- 
tended that he is less patriotic, less devoted to his country, 
or more disposed to become a monarch or a despot than 
his predecessor? I believe not. Is there any thing in the 
history of his whole public life to warrant the belief that 
love for himself would predominate over his love for bis 


which I allude. We have heard them quoted and com-|country? Not at all; the very reverse is the truth. Has 


mented On, over and over again, by some of the ablest 
men in the world in the other House, whose speeches 
have been published in the newspapers, and are now fa- 
miliar to almost every man in the United States. Every 
body knows that those powers were called for by Mr. 
Jefferson, and were vested in him by the acts of 1807 
and 1809, to enforce the non-intercourse and embargo 
laws, and prevent their evasion by the cunning Yankees. 


he not, again and again, staked his life, his character, and 
his fortune, on the successful issue of his measures for the 
welfare and safety of his country? Did he not, in the late 
war with Great Britain, and the more recent war with the 
Seminole Indians, hazard his life, his fame, his character, 
and property on the success of military operations for the 
defence of our frontier inhabitants, and the safety of the 
country? And has he not, on two recent and memorable 
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occasions, put his political existence in imminent peril to 
save the people from a dangerous bank monopoly on the 
one hand, and the plunder.ng system of ‘internal im- 
provements” on the other? Sir, L well know that his best 
friends trembled under an apprehension that he had com. 
mitted political suicide. Perhaps there is not another man 
in the world who would have dared to do as much. No 
other man in the United States could have done so much 
for Southern views and Southern interests. And yet he 
has been abandoned and reviled by some Southern men. 
Yes, sir, by certain Southern men who not long ago bel- 
lowed forth praises as loud as the braying of a jack, and 
who swore ‘* they went for the old hero, right or wrong.” 
(Vide Senator Miller’s confession to this effect, in his 
speech for the rejection of Mr. Van Buren as minister 
to the Court of Great Britain.) 

Well, now, I should like to know what President Jack- 
son has done to merit the desertion of such devoted, such 
thorough-going, whole-hog friends. What unknown sin 
has he committed? What sacrilege has he perpetrated 
against the interests of the political creed of the South? 
I know of nothing, except his presumption in offering for 
re-election! ‘* This is the head and front of his offend- 
ing.” It was thought hy his real friends, and the real 
friends of the country, that the re-election of President 
Jackson, at the present crisis, was important to the pre- 
servation of the Federal Union. It was deemed necessa- 
ry that he should yield his well known predilections for 
retired life, to the good of his country; and General Jack- 
son has never halted, or dallied, to consult his own ease, 
or his own popularity, when the interest and safety of his 
country were at stake. He only inquires what his duty is, 
what is required of him by his country, and he pursues 
it, regardless of all consequences to himself. But I do not 
stand here either as the apologist or the eulogist of Gene- 
ri Jackson. He has his oversights, no doubt, as well as 
all other men; he is not infallible, because he is not a God. 
ile is a man, and therefore liable to err. 





His proclamation has been assailed as the ‘*besom of 


destruction” to State rights. It has been denounced as 
the most villanous paper on earth, this bill only excepted. 
Perhaps some of its ‘* doctrinal points” are lable to the 
cavil and criticism of metaphysical politicians. There is 
not a More pernicious animal in a simple republic as vurs 
is, (or should be,) than a politician who deals in abstrac- 
tions. He can refine and mystify upon the constitution 
until he makes it to mean any thing, every thing, and no- 
thing. Such men can reason themselves out of reason, 
and out of common sense to boot. General Jackson is not 
one of those hair splitters; he goes for practical utility. 
He is, as General Washington was, brave, honest, and de- 
void of all mystery and dissimulation. His proclamation 
is of the same character. It may have minor defects. 
There are spots in the sun, there may be specks on the 
proclamation. But, in the aggregate, it is sound and or- 
thodox. Some of its reasoning may be liable to criticism, 
but its end and aim are good. Its great objects are the 


overthrow of nullification and secession, the execution of 


the laws, and the preservation of the Union. I believe its 
enemies concede that it is a well written document. Yes, 
sir, it is a noble piece of composition. It is written with 
the light of a sunbeam, and the power of a thunderbolt. 
it has carried dismay into the ranks of the disorganizers, 
in all quarters; and it has blasted nullification like light- 
ning from heaven. 

Sir, I will only add, that without an adherence to the 
fundamental principles of this proclamation, this Federal 
Government cannot long exist, and ‘¢ State rights” them- 
selves will live only as a name. 
little needs my defence as General Jackson needs my 
eulogy. I love and esteem Jackson asa brave, honest, 
and patriotic man. 


benefactor of our common country. [am proud of him 
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as a Carolinian and a ‘son of the old Waxhaws.” But! 
do not idolize him, and I have no motive to flatter him. I 
have never sought, and I never shall seek office from him, 
either for myself, or for any relative I have upon earth. I 
have no claims upon President Jackson; he is under no 
obligation tome. My feeble aid has been given to his 
elections because I thought the public good and my duty 
to my country required itof me. 1 have supported such 
of his measures and recommendations as I thought to be 
just and right; I have opposed all that considered wrong. 
[ shall continue to do so to the end of my political life. I 
shall detain the House no longer. I am not fond of talk- 
ing, nor am I fond of those who do love to talk. It is 
more the province and qualification of old women than 
of men, * full grown men;” and now, when it is so im- 
portant we should act, nothing is so injurious to the pub- 
lic interest as long speeches. 

in conclusion, allow me to repeat that you should pass 
this bill, whether the tariff bill pass or not. If the tariff 
bill becomes a law, and is satisfactory to the nullifiers, 
this bill, at most, can do no harm. Without it, there is 
no certainty that your revenue laws or officers will be re- 
spected. In short, there will be no security in South 
Carolina, be the fate of the tariff bill what it may. 

Mr. ROOT, of New York, after several preliminary ob- 
servations, and adverting, rather pleasantly, to what had 
fallen from other gentlemen in the course of the debate, 
observed that he rose chiefly to expose some of the anti- 
republican and despotic principles contained in the first 
section of the bill. ‘The first section, he said, provides 
that whenever, in the judgment of the President, it shall 
become impracticable to collect the duties in the ordinary 
way, in any collection district, ** by reason of unlawful 
obstructions, combinations, or assemblages of persons,” 
he may ‘direct that the custom-house for such district be 
established and kept in any secure place within some port 
or harbor of such district, either upon land or on board 
any vessel.”” Whether the security of the place where 
this newly established custom-house is to be located, ei- 
ther upon éerra firma or upon the wave, is to be deter- 
mined and designated by the President himself, or by 
some subaltern or agent, does not appear by the bill; but, 
at all events, the designation of the place as well as its se- 
curity, and the necessity of such removal and designation, 
are to be determined by the arbitrary will of some one. 
hat will is the law, and the lawgiver executes the deed. 
Whenever the President shall have formed his judgment, 
no matter upon what evidence, or whether upon any, that 
an unlawful combination to obstruct the due execution of 
the revenue laws does exist in any collection district, in 
any part of the United States, not confined to South Caro- 
lina alone, and a ‘secure place” shall have been desig- 
nated for a floating or stable custom-house, it is made the 
imperative duty of the collector to reside there, and ‘* to 
detain all vessels and cargoes arriving within the said dis- 
trict, until the duties imposed on said cargoes by law be 
paid in cash.” Thus, on the change of location of the 
custom-house under this act, differing from a change 
which may now be made by law by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, whenever the safety of the revenue may re- 
quire it, the collector is bound to detain a vessel and 
cargo arriving in any part of that district, and compel the 
payment of cash duties. When, in the or*nion of one 
man, there exists in any part of any collection district of 
the United States an unlawful combination or assemblage 
of persons, to obstruct the due execution of the revenue 
laws, the custom-house must be removed—must be re- 
moved toa ‘secure place,” and there cash duties must 
be paid. For an offence, or contemplated offence, in any 
part of the district, and that perhaps existing only in the 
imagination of a single individual, th known laws of the 
land are to be changed and made penal, and that penalty 
inflicted upon an innocent victim of its despotic action. 
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The owner or consignee of a vessel and cargo arriving in 
port, intending in good faith to pay the duties. as required 
by law, having their sureties ready to give the requisite 
bonds, and not being in funds to pay the cash, is met by 
the collector or his agent, his vessel and cargo seized with- 
out process of law, and taken to the * secure place,” and 
there detained until the duties imposed upon the cargo be 
** paid in cash.” This penalty, for it is a penalty, not- 
withstanding the interest is to be deducted, to be com- 
pelled to pay in cash when a person is not prepared for 
the unexpected event—this penalty, said Mr. R., is in- 
flicted uponan innccent person, acting in strict conformity 
to the known requirements of law, and unconscious of any 
offence against the revenue laws having been perpetrated 
or contemplated within the district, and wholly unable to 
conjecture the operations on the mind of the President. 
But this is not all. If the owner of the vessel and cargo 
shall be unable or unwilling to pay the cash required by 
this arbitrary act, unknewn to the laws; if, in his love of 
fiberty and the rights of property, he should repose him- 
self upon the fourth article of the amendments to the con- 
stitution, wherein it is declared, ** The right of the peo- 
ple to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable scarches and seizures, shall 
not be violated; and no warrant shall issue but upon pro- 
bable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and parti- 
cularly describing the place to be searched, and the per- 
sons or things to be seized;’”’ if he should feel disposed 
to seek redress for this supposed act of lawless violence; 
and if, in seeking that redress, he should apply te a court 
of competent jurisdiction of that State to which he owes 
@ paramount allegiance, and whose protection he has a 
right to claim; and suppose this to be done without refer- 
ence to the late replevin law of South Carolina, made to 
carry into execution her nullifying ordinance, but in the 
usual course of practice in such courts, by detinue or re- 
plevin, according to the course of the common law or 
practice of the State courts; and if, in the execution of 
the proper process, it should become necessary for the she- 
riff to call to his aid the power of the county, then follows 
the tremendous sanction intended to be provided by the 
bill—a sanction no less terrible than a declaration of war, 
and that, too, against ‘*a free, sovereign, and indepen- 
dent State.” Vhat declaration of war is to be made by 
the President alone, while, by the constitution, the power 
**to declare war” seems to be the peculiar attribute of 
Congress. 1 eal ita declaration of war, said Mr. R., 
because it provides a military armament in opposition to 
the execution of process issued out of State courts. It is 
not the military force authorized by the constitution, to 
be called forth ‘*to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions,” but a mixed 
band of mercenary soldiers and sailors, whose office and 
whose duty it is implicitly to obey the will of a despotic 
commander. This combined land and naval force is not 
— to aid in the execution of the laws of the Union, 
ut to aid in resisting the judicial authorities of a State. 
Were a judicial decree of a court of the United States to 
be executed, the militia might rightfully be called forth 
to aid in its execution. Were some Executive act to be 
done, in case of resistance, the militia might be called 
upon to aid in its enforcement; but here, embattled le- 
gions of mercenary soldiers are to be arrayed to prevent 
the execution of laws, or the service of the process of 
courts. There is no Executive act to be done to the de- 
voted vessel and cargo while she lies alongside the dock 
or floating custom-house; there is no act to be done by 
the collector which requires the action of military power; 
there is no action upon the vessel and cargo provided by 
the bill—nothing but detention till the cash duties are 
paid; there is, then, no act to be enforced--nothing to 
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and those he may have called to his aid. Against this 
power, this ‘*combination” and ‘assemblage of per. 
sons,” rightfully executing the process of a State court, 
this war is to be waged. The sheriff, acting in obedi. 
ence to the laws of his State, and the mandate of }\js 
court, and not knowing of any contravening law, because 
there is none in existence, is fired upon and slaughtered 
by the minions of despotic power. _ ; 

The subsequent sections of the bill, said Mr. R., may 
be well enough; they are mostly of a judicial character. 
The President informed us, at the opening of the session, 
that he had Iaw enough to meet any emergency which 
might grow out of the then existing state of affairs wit) 
South Carolina. Soon afterwards, her Legislature, jy 
order to carry into execution her ordinance of nullifica. 
tion, passed her noted replevin law. This required some 
counteracting Iaw on the part of the General Govern 
ment. The succeeding sections of this bill provide for 
that counteraction. South Carolina planted her judicial 
batteries to repel our fiseal attacks. It is fit that we en 
deavor to silence her batteries by a similar armament. 
The committee of this House have reported a bill con. 
taining these provisions as adequate, and the only means 
necessary for the occasion. Whether we pass that bill, 
or the scetions of the same character in the bill from the 
Senate, is quite immaterial; they are substantially the 
same. 

South Carolina, by her ordinance, has declared that 
certain acts of Congress are unconstitutional, and, there- 
fore, null and void. Her statesmen, advoeating this mea- 
sure, are called nullies——nullifiers, we, too, are about to 
declare, by the third section of this bill, that, on the ser 
vice upon the clerk of a State court of a writ of certiorari 
or hebeas corpus cum causa, sued out of a circuit court of 
the United States, whether return be made thereto or not, 
the proceedings in the State court are ‘* deemed and 
taken to be moved to the said circuit court, and any fur- 
ther proceedings, trial, or judgment therein in the State 
court shall be wholly null or void.” Are we then about 
to become nulfies--nullifiers? Here is nullification against 
nullification, to be tried in a judicial combat——whieh party 
are the rightful nullifiers? Let your courts pronounce 
their decrees of nullification, and then, if a military force 
shall be necessary to aid in the execution of their decrees, 
eall it forth. ‘Then, if the President shall require any ad 
ditional enactment, let it be made; arm him with sufh 
cient power to perform all the duties required of him by 
the eonstitution, but give him no unnecessary, no arbi 
trary ance despotic power. I presume he will not exercise 
the power if you give itto him. The olive branch), the 
compromise tariff bill, will probably allay the excited 
feelings of the South. There will be no need, in the opi- 
nion ef any one, of waving the bloody flag. 1 would net 
offer despotic power to any man, however mild, hov- 
ever dove-like may be his disposition. I never approved 
the conduct of him who offered the crown to the modest 
and blushing Cromwell: Czsar, too, declined the pro!- 
fered honor; it should not have been pressed upon him 

Mr. R, said it had been attempted, and that from high 
authority, to justify or excuse the despotic features of this 
bill by likening it to the act for the enforcement of th 
embargo, passed in 1807, during the administration of the 
illustrious Jefferson, that apostle of democracy. Had any 
act passed during his administration granting to him des- 
potic powers, and had it been approved by him, as much 
as | loved and venerated that great and good man, I should 
not have approved the deed. I loved the man, but I loved 
my country more. But the act to enforce the embargo 
was utterly unlike the provisions of the bill now under 
consideration: that gave to the President the employment 
of the land and naval forces to prevent the escape of ves: 


which military force can be applied--to which the bayo-|sels out of the jurisdiction of the courts—-a sort of . 
net may be pvinted; no movement but that of the sheriff, lexea?, requiring something more than ordinary judicia 
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rocess to prevent a departure from its jurisdiction. This 
Fin provides for seizing the vessel and cargo after it has 
come within the jurisdiction of the courts; that provided 
for retaining them within the jurisdiction of the courts, 
there to be tried, if offending, according to the known 
rules of law; this provides for the conviction and punish- 
ment of the victim, without trial by either judge or jury 
—without the privilege of confronting his accuser, or 
bringing witnesses in his defence. 

This bill, said Mr. R., has had several of its sharp points 
knocked off. The Senate has made several amendments 
to it, favorable to liberty and the rights of the citizen, 
since it came from the Executive factory. Still, Mr. 
Speaker, there are offensive provisions yet left in the 
first section. Before I can consent to vote for it, even as 
it is, | must surrender those democratic principles-—that 
sacred love of liberty which I have cherished from my 
early political youth. Shall I sacrifice my better judg- 
ment at the shrine of despotic power? Never, never let 
the annals of my political history be blotted with so foul 
astain; never let my children’s cheek be crimsoned by 
an invidious finger pointing to the journal of this House, 
and saying, ** There stands recorded your father’s vote, 
surrendering to power the liberties of his country.” Vote 
for that section! No, sir. Such a proposition would have 
caused a blush upon the cheek of federalism--ultra fede- 
ralism, in its proudest and most unbiushing days. 

Mr. McDUFFIE expressed his desire of being heard 
before the bill should pass, and moved that the House ad- 
journ, 

The House then adjourned, [at about 10 o’clock. } 
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Mr. ADAMS moved that the further reading of the re- 
port made by him from the minority of the Committee on 
Manufactures be dispensed with, and that it be laid on the 
table, and printed. 

Mr. HOFFMAN demanded a division of the question. 

It was divided accordingly. 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 

On the question of printing, Mr. HOFFMAN address- 
ed the House in opposition to it, and went into a state- 
ment of facts in relation to the report. He said it hac 
never been submitted to the committee in time for its 
action. It purported to be a counter report, or report of 
the minority; but where was any report from the ma- 
jority? It was new to ask a majority to agree to the report 
of a minority which they had never had an opportunity 
even to hear. Mr. H. dwelt on the mischievous ten- 
dency of such a practice, if sanctioned by the House. 
He insisted there was nothing, either in the substance or 
manner of the paper, which ought to induce the House 
to print it. It was neither a report nor counter report, 
but a speech—an argument ofan individual. Mr. H. was 
proceeding to enter on the subject-matter of the paper, 
when Mr. BELL called for the orders of the day. 

REVENUE COLLECTION BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill 
further to provide for the collection of the revenue. 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose, and addressed the House in op- 
position to the bill. 

Mr. WAYNE, of Georgia, next rose, and spoke at 
great length in support of the bill. 

A motion was then made for a recess till 5 o’clock, and 
carried. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The NWouse resumed the consideration of the revenue 
collection bill. 

Mr. FOSTER, of Georgia, said it was not with the 
vain hope of producing the slightest effect on the de- 
cision of the question now pending, that he rose to ad- 
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dress the House. He must be blind, indeed, said Mr. F., 
who does not see that there is a fixed and settled deter- 
mination, on the part of avery large majority of this 
House, to pass this bill. It would scarcely be going too 
far to say (and J hope in saying so I shall be guilty of no 
irreverence) that this majority ‘* would not be persuaded” 
to reject this bill, ** even though one rose from the dead.” 
No, sir, the question is already decided; and as sure as the 
final vote is taken, just so sure the bill on the table will 
become a law of the land. But, Mr. Speaker, it is a duty 
which I owe myself to present my views of this deeply 
interesting subject, and I beg the indulgence of the House 
while I attempt to do so. 

It was my fortune to belong to the committee to which 
the message of the President, suggesting the measures 
now under consideration, was referred. Ona carefuland 
deliberate investigation of the various suggestions con- 
tained in the message, I could not give my assent to the 
most prominent of them, and united with a majority of 
my associates on the committee in a report which was, 
some time since, submitted to the House. The views pre- 
sented in that report it is now my purpose to defend. 

It would have been gratifying to me, Mr. Speaker, to 
have heard, from the advocates of this bill, an examina- 
tion and defence of its details; but they have not thought 
proper thus to discuss it. My colleague, [Mr. Wayne, ]} 
who has just taken his seat, reflected somewhat on the 

|gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. McDurrie,] be- 
| cause, in the course of his argument, he referred to but 
one of the provisions of the bill; and yet my colleague 
was guilty of the very same omission. He is the strenu- 
ous supporter of the whole bill, but did not bestow even a 
| passing remark upon only one of its features—the em- 
| ployment of the military force. 1 shall not follow the ex- 
| ample of gentlemen who have preceded me; it will be my 
| object to investigate the details of the bill, and notice the 
| prominent measures which it proposes; and if I cannot 
hear reasons in favor of them, I will endeavor to show 
some against them, which, if not satisfactory to the House, 
are entirely satisfactory to myself. 

It is not to be disguised that this is an administration 
measure; it comes to us not only approved, but asked for 

| by the Executive; and, therefore, asa friend of the ad- 
| ministration, it would have given me great pleasure to 
| have been able to yield it my feeble support. But, how- 
| ever high my respect for the President and his constitu- 
| tional advisers, | cannot sustain their policy at the sacri- 
| fice of my own principles and opinions. 1 shall never be 
so much the partisan or friend of any man as to surrender 
|the honest convictions of my own judgment. In oppos- 
jing, however, the recommendations of the President with 
|regard to South Carolina, 1 take the occasion to disclaim 
any imputation whatever on his motives. In the integrity 
| of his motives and the purity of his patriotism I have the 
utmost confidence—quite as much, certainly, as many 
gentlemen around me whoare so zealously sustaining these 
recommendations. 

I owe it to myself, Mr. Speaker, also to say that I do 

not appear here as the advocate of South Carolina; I do 
not approve her recent measures. Do not imagine, how- 
ever, that lam about to join in those unmeasured cen- 
sures and denunciations which have been so lavishly be- 
stowed upon her. No, sir; this is a crusade in which I 
shall be among the last to enlist; it is an enterprise which 
presents no temptations to my ambition; it isa field in 
which I shall gather no laurels. Sir, South Carolina is 
the natural ally, the sister of Georgia. Her gallant sons 
are our neighbors, our brethren, our fellow-sufferers; 
and, wh'le disapproving their acts, }can most truly say 
that © with all their faults i love them still.” 

But, Mr. Speaker, T have promis 
vestigation of the details of the bill 
and L now proceed to the task. 


dl to enter into an in- 
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The first section provides, in substance, that when, by| 'ndulgence allowed by the present credit system? Where 


reason of unlawful combinations or obstructions, it shall] is the importing merchant who will admit it? Where js 
become impossible to collect the duties on imports in the] the one who would consent to a change from credits to 
ports of any State, the President shall be authorized to] cash duties on these terms? Ask the merchant who re. 
remove the custom-houses to some secure place, either] sides in the interior, equidistant from Charleston and Sa. 
on land or water, and to direct that the duties on mer-|vannah, and who imports goods to each of those ports, 
chandise imported into such ports shall be paid in cash, | paying the duties in cash, deducting the interest at the 
deducting the legal interest. Now, sir, although no par-| one, and bonding under the existing laws, at the other— 
ticular State is designated, yet we all know as well that| ask this importer whether he considers that he pays the 
this measure is intended for South Carolina as though she| same duties on each of his cargoes, and what would be his 
were named in the bill. Indeed, the object avowed by|reply? You know he would tell you there was an essen- 
the President is to countervail the ordinance and legisla-| tial difference. ‘There is an inquiry proposed in the re- 
tion of South Carolina. port of your Committee on the Judiciary on this subject, 

The. very first suggestion which this proposition must/ the answer to which would put this subject at rest. 1f 
present to the mind of every one is, its palpable inequali-| there be no difference between the credit system and 
ty and injustice. It is well known that there are a great| cash payments, allowing a deduction of the interest, why 
many merchants in Charleston who have no intention of| do you not abolish credits, and save the Government the 
taking the benefit of the late laws of Carolina, for the| immense losses which it is constantly sustaining by the 
purpose of avoiding the payment of the duties. They] failure of importers and their sureties? Think, too, of 
will continue to import their goods, give their bonds, and| the great trouble to which you are frequently subjected, 
pay them punctually as heretofore. Would it not then| in the collection of these custom-house bonds, and then 
be unjust in the extreme, to deprive these men of rights] tell me whether the present system would be continued 
and privileges secured to all other citizens of the United| by Congress, if they could, without serious inconveni- 
States? and that, too, in a Government whose boast has| ence to the mercantile community, and, indeed, without 
been, and ever should be, its equal laws? Sir, this in-| a severe pressure upon the whole country, substitute cash 
justice is too obvious, it affords no ground for argument;| payments, with the inconsiderable deduction of six per 
the mere statement amounts to demonstration, and pre-! cent. 


sents a striking instance of consigning to a common fate If we needed an additional argument, and one which 


those who obey and those who transgress the laws, which| 
it is one of the most sacred duties of Government to! 
prevent. 

But weighty and conclusive as this objection is, it is 
light compared with another. Sir, the requisition of cash} 
payments, as contemplated, will, in my humble judgment, | 
conflict with two clauses of the constitution. 

I am aware, Mr. Speaker, that, on the subject of the 
constitutional powers of the Government, I entertain what 
are now regarded old fashioned notions. 1 early conceiv- 
eda strong bias (many gentlemen will, no doubt, con- 
sider ita very unfortunate one) in favor of a rigid con- 
struction of this great charter. It has been a part of my 
political education, and mature reflection has but confirm- 
ed the lessons of early instruction. It may not become 
me to say that I have been ‘‘trained up in the way I 
should go,” but there is certainly not much probability of 
my ‘‘ departing from it.” When, then, I am called upon 
to do any act as a member of this House, I turn to my 
power of attorney—to this instrument, which has been 
the theme of so much eulogy, and the subject of so much 
abuse; and if I cannot find authority there for the act re- 
quired, it is more than I dare to do to yield my assent. 
And gentlemen must pardon me for reminding them of 
the high responsibility under which they act here—a re- 
sponsibility nuuch more solemn and fearful than that which 
they owe to their constituents. And I beg them to be 
candid with themselves on this occasion, to test the bill] 
on which they will soon be called upon to vote, by the 
constitution which they have so solemnly sworn to sup-| 
port; and let an unbiassed conscience render an impartial | 
judgment. 

Really, Mr. Speaker, had it not been for the source) 
from which some of the suggestions embodied in this bill! 





will place this point entirely beyond dispute, the very 
terms in which the proposition is expressed, will furnish 
it. The duties are to be paid in cash, deducting the in 
terest. Now, | appeal to the candor of gentlemen, and 
I wish ‘* the still, small voice”? which breathes the response 
could be audible--I would ask every intelligent may 
to tell me why this deduction of interest is to be allowed. 


| Have you any doubt that this provision is intended for the 


purpose of preserving that very uniformity required by 
the constitution, and thus obviating the constitutional dif- 
ficulty? Sir, if the author of this suggestion were asked, 
he would tell you this was the object. If, then, this de- 
duction is not sufficient to equalize the cash and credit 
payments, is not the constitution as plainly violated as 
though no deduction at all was made. 

Let me now turn the attention of the House to the other 
clause of the constitution to which allusion has been made. 
It is in the ninth section of the first article, and is in these 
words: ‘* No preference shall be given by any regulation 
of commerce or revenue to the ports of one State over 
those of another.” It will certainly not be necessary to 
show that this bill provides a ‘* regulation of revenue;” 
and yet this is not more plainly apparent than that, by 
this ‘* regulation,” a very decided preference will be giv- 
en to those ports where it shall not prevail, over those 
where it shall be enforced. Adopt this regulation in the 
ports of South Carolina, and the languishing commerce of 
Savannah would soon revive and flourish, while the active 
and lucrative trade of Charleston would be effectually de- 
stroyed, and its great wealth and growing prosperity thus 
completely sacrificed. 

The only answer which has been given to these constt- 
tutional objections is, that the provisions of the bill are 
general—applicable to all the States equally, and to none 





emanated, were it not for the profound wisdom and tran-| unless the execution of the revenue laws is obstructed. 
scendent talents of the authors and advocates of these) Sir, this is scarcely a plausible subterfuge. What is the 
propesitions, it would be difficult to conceive how there} proposition? That in case the laws are obstructed or resist- 
could be two opinions as to their constitutionality, or, ra-| ed by a force too powerful to be overcome in the ordina- 
ther, their unconstitutionality. Allow me to invite the| ry way, the President may order the removal of the cus- 
serious attention of gentlemen to the clauses in the con-| tom-houses, and require the payment of the duties in cash. 
stitution to which I have alluded. The first is, that ‘* all) Let us simplify the proposition as much as possible. lf 
duties, imposts, and excises, shall be uniform throughout) Congress can confer this power upon the President, it 
the United States.” Now, will any gentleman contend, | may unquestionably exercise it itself; and if it can provide 
does any one believe, that the deduction of six per cent. |the proposed remedy for a future contingency, It may 
interest for cash payments would be equivalent to the| certainly apply the same remedy if the emergency had 
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already occurred. Suppose, then, that from and after the 

1st of February, some of the merchants of Charleston 

had availed themselves of the benefit of the nullifying 
laws, and had actually, by the aid of the State courts, 

succeeded in rescuing their goods from the custom-house 
officers without giving them bonds, or paying duties, and 

this fact is reported by the collector to the Government. 

Here is the case fairly presented—the very state of things 
which you are endeavoring to guard; your laws are nulli- 
fied, their execution resisted by a force too powerful to 
overcome in the ordinary way, and that force acting un- 
der the authority of the State. Now, will any gentleman 

point me to that clause of the constitution which relieves 
you, even in such extreme cases as these, from the re- 
strictions and prohibitions to which I have referred? Sir, 

there is none. These provisions of the constitution are 

plain and explicit, and cannot be evaded; turn which way 

you will, and they stare = in the face. Gentlemen may, 

indeed, by ingenious and refined distinctions, silence their 
scruples, and persuade themselves into the support of this 
bill—they only deceive themselves. It is utterly vain 
to attempt to reconcile it with the constitution; it is be- 

yond the reach of argument; the contradiction is too plain 
and palpable. 
arts of construction, but ‘to this complexion it must come 

at last.” 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, the passage of this bill will be an- 
other deep (God grant it may not be a fatal) stab to this/ 
sacred instrument. And really I had hoped that its al- 
ready mangled body would have protected it from fur-| 
ther outrage. The condition to which your repeated at- 
tacks have reduced it, is sufficient, it might be supposed, | 
to disarm even its most vindictive enemies. Let me en-| 
treat you, then, to stay the uplifted arm, and withhold, it| 


may be, the finishing blow. Sir, had I the power, like | 
Mark Antony, ‘‘I would put a tongue in every wound?” | 


which your ill-judged legislation has made, to implore 
your forbearance. 

To those around me who have recently evinced so 
much zeal in the cause of the constitution, and affected so 
much anxiety to save it from sacrilegious hands, I parti-| 
cularly appeal. I especially invoke the aid of an henor- 
able gentleman, [Mr. Vin ron, of Ohio,] who, a few even-| 
ings ago, in the fervency of his patriotism, was ready to 
see all our rivers running with blood, and this great con- 
federacy converted into one vast slaughter-house, rather 
than have one tittle of the constitution obliterated by 
force. And, sir, had I but a small portion of that power- 
ful and commanding eloquence, which I heard on a re- 
cent occasion,* in another place, in the anticipation of 
dangers to this sacred instrument, ‘calling on all the 


people to its rescue,”’ in a tone and manner whichI can| 


never forget, and which filled me with emotions too big 
for utterance--I repeat, sir, did I possess a particle of 
this overpowering eloquence, I would call in loud strains, 
not upon ‘‘all the people,” but upon these their repre- 
sentatives, in this hour of imminent peril, to come to the 
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any force, combination, or assemblage of individuals, or 
by any process, other than from a court of the United 
States, the President, or such person as he shall empow- 
er for that purpose, may employ such part of the land 
and naval forces, or militia of the United States, as may 
be necessary to prevent the removal of the vessels or 
cargoes from the possession of the officers of the cus- 
toms, &c. 

Sir, that proneness to resist the exercise of all powers 
not delegated to us, of which the House has had some 
evidence, prompted me, when a proposition was made to 
confer power so great, and of such dangerous tendency, 
to consult again the charter under which we act. On ex- 
amining, with great care, I find in the constitution that 
*€ Congress shall have power to provide for calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, to suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions.” The very object of 
the bill on your table is, to enable the President to ex- 
ecute the laws. Now, I will not say that, in extreme 
cases, when no other means could be available, Congress 
might not, under the power to ** pass all laws necessary” 
to carry the granted powers into effect, resort to the re- 
gular army and navy; but I will say that the very pro- 


Disguise it as you may; resort to all the| vision for calling forth the militia shows very clearly, 


that, in the view of the framers of the constitution, the 
execution of the iaws, if military force should be neces- 
sary, should be left to the militia, the yeomanry of the 
country. Our ancestors, in their difficulties with the mo- 
ther country, bad learned a lesson as to the enforcement 
of laws by the aid of a standing army, from which they 
seem to have profited; and they confided this dangerous 
trust to those who were most deeply interested in a faith- 
ful, but mild execution of the laws--the great body of 
the people. And, upon the legal maxim, that ‘the in- 
clusion of one is the exclusion of all others,” the provi- 
sion for calling forth the militia to execute the laws ex- 
cludes the idea that any other force was contemplated for 
this purpose. 

That this was the view of those who were concerned in 
the formation of the constitution, is plainly inferrible, from 
the fact that the first laws passed for the suppression of 
insurrections in 1792 and 1795, were entitled acts ‘to 
vrovide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of 
the Union, suppress insurrection, and repel invasion,” in 
the very words of the constitutional provision. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I maintain that the present attitude 
of South Carolina does not furnish such a case as was con- 
templated by the constitution, where the laws were to be 
executed even by the militia. There is no ‘‘insurrec- 
tion” there, within the meaning of the constitution, nor 
is there such a ‘* combination to obstruct the execution of 
the laws” as contemplated by the acts of 1792 and 1795. 
Whatever proceeding is had under the ordinance of 
South Carolina is the actof a sovereign State--it is the ex- 
ercise of sovereign power. Whether this right belongs 
to the State, it is not necessary, for the purpose of this 
argument, to inquire. She claims it, and has exercised it, 
and any act done under the authority of the State, will be 
protected by the State. To attempt, therefore, to re- 


if it must fall, it matters little whether by the hand of| duce individuals, acting under this authority, to obedience 


violence, or by the unperceived and undermining process 
ofingenious and plausible sophistry. I would, indeed, 
prefer the attack by open violence, because then we could 
see the extent of the danger, and might prepare to en- 
counter it. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the first section of this bill further 
provides that, to enable the collector more effectually to 
exact the payment of cash duties, as proposed, he shall 
seize and detain all vessels and cargoes until the duties 
are paid; and in the event of an attempt to take such 
vessels or cargoes from the possession of the collector by 


—_-_— 


~ Alluding to the speech of Mr, Webster, in the Senate, on this bill- the power in question to exist, I ask the attention of the 


to your laws, will be an attempt to coerce the State--it 
will be making war upon the State. And this power, as 
stated in the report of the Judiciary Committee, and as 
all who have read the journals of the Federal Conven- 
tion know, was several times proposed to be given to 
Congress, but uniformly rejected. But, on this point, I 
shall adhere to the course pursued by the committee. I 
will not be drawn into a discussion of the right of this 
Government to make war upon one of the States. Far, 
far distant be the day when such an inquiry shall become 
necessary. 

Even admitting, however, for the sake of argument, 
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House to a few considerations which should induce Con- 
gress to forbear the adoption of the rigid measures pro- 
posed in this bill. And the first and most obvious is, 
that there is not the slightest necessity for it. The law 
providing for a modification of the tariff, which passed 
this House a few days ago, and which has already receiv- 
ed the sanction of the Senate, has relieved us from those 
alarming apprehensions which we have unhappily had 
too much reason to indulge, and will soon quiet the agi- 
tations of our distracted country. Sir, this law was, em- 
phatically, a measure of compromise; it was so tendered 
on the one side, and received on the other. Itisthe bow 
of peace on the dark and angry clouds which have so 
long lowered, and with such fearful portent, on our South- 
ern horizon. Suffer, then, the troubled elements to be- 
come again calm; and here let us assemble once more 
round the altar of our common country, all hands united, 
all hearts mingled; let the sound of peace, peace, go 
forth from this hall, and its happy and healing influence 
extend to the remotest borders of the republic. 

But it is said by my colleague, [Mr. Warne, ] and the 
suggestion has been made by others, that we have no as- 
surance that South Carolina will repeal her ordinance, or 
that she will not nullify the tariff law which we now pass, 
as she has those of 1828 and 1832. Sir, let us be candid 
with ourselves on this occasion. It is indeed possible that 
this may be the case; but does any one believe it will be? 
At the intercession of a sister State, the convention by 
which this ordinance was passed, have been ordered to 
reassemble; and it is notorious that the object of this re- 
assembling is to suspend the operation of the nullifying 
laws until the close of the next session of Congress. 
This, too, let it be remembered, was done at a time when 
all hope of a modification of the tariff by this Congress 
had been nearly extinguished. With these facts before 
us, then, and with the still more striking fact that every 
Senator and Representative in Congress from South Ca- 
rolina has voted for this modification, where is the man 
who can for a moment indulge a serious apprehension 
that that State will attempt to arrest the operation of the 
law? If there be a member of this House who does really 
entertain such apprehensions, I have some curiosity to 
know him. It will certainly entitle him to a distinction 
which he should not lose the opportunity of acquiring, 
and I will, therefore, pause to see if there be one who 
will make the avowal. [Mr. F. here paused, but no gen- 
tleman rising, he proceeded:] As I expected--a death- 
like silence! No, sir, there is not an intelligent man here 
or elsewhere, who entertains a reasonable doubt that 
South Carolina will not acquiesce in the compromise 
which has been effected. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it is further argued that unless we 

ass the bill now on your table, the modification of the 
tariff will have the appearance of concession--a yielding 
to the demands of South Carolina—-that it will seem as 
though the General Government had been bullied into 
measures. At the same time, it is admitted that the com- 
plaints of the South are just, and ought to be redressed. 
Sir, [have been more than astonished at the frequent re- 
petition of this objection during this session. What, sir, 
is the legislation of the American Congress to be povern- 
ed and regulated by such fastidiousness? How many a 
noble and gallant spirit has met an untimely fate under 
the misguidance of these false notions of honor! refusing 
to make just reparation—to atone for an injury, because 
a challenge had been given! 


of the Union upon this delusive idea! Sir, how long 
before we shall be able to sink the feelings of the man in 
the noble and elevated and enlarged views of the states- 
man? 
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And yet we, to whose hand} 
are confided, in an eminent degree, the destinies of fif-| 
teen millions of people, are prepared to resign their high} 
and important interests--nay, to stake the very existence | 
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Gentlemen tell us, however, that, by decisive measures 
on the part of the Federal Government, all opposition 
to its authority will be put down, and the majesty of the 
laws vindicated. How soon we forget the teaching of 
history and experience! What instructive lessons do they 
give us as to the consequences, in national as well as in- 
dividual quarrels, of a course of menace on one hand, and 
defiance on the other! Collisions and violence have 
scarcely ever failed to be the result. But we are told, 
with a triumphant, if not an unfeeling air, that it will be 
an easy matter to put down South Carolina; that the 
President has assured us that the laws shall be executed, 
and his character is a sufficient guaranty for the redemp- 
tion of the pledge. All this may be very probable. 
From the accounts we have of popular meetings, and the 
numerous offers of patriotic volunteers to enlist in this 
glorious enterprise, you have certainly little cause to 
doubt your success. But how would you enjoy it, when 
purchased at the expense of the blood of your valiant and 
chivalrous Southern brethren? Who would rush madly 
onto crush even what some consider a rebellion, when 
the lives of hundreds of our own countrymen must be the 
cost? Sir, I envy no man his feelings, who can either 
boast of such an anticipated victory, or could exult in the 
bloody achievement. 

But do you not run the hazard of provoking the other 
Southern States to take part with South Carolina? Much 
as they disapprove her course, the origin of this contro 
versy iscommon to them all; there is an identity of in- 
terest and of oppression, which is rapidly producing an 
identity of feeling. Sir, are not the present indications 
sufficient to warn gentlemen? Do not the unquiet state 
and feverish excitement in many parts of the Southern 
country admonish you of what may follow the first act of 
violence? Sir, once kindle this fire in the South, and 
who shall extinguish it? Excite the resentment and pas- 
sions of a gallant and high-spirited people, and who shall 
control them? Raise the tempest, and who shall allay 
it, or calculate its ravages? Where is the master spi- 
rit that can ‘ride on the whirlwind, and direct the 
storm?” What hand shall chain the billows of the rag- 
ing Ocean? Believe me, sir, these are not the sugges- 
tions of an excited imagination. Violent and oppressive 
measures in other countries have generally resulted in 
convulsions and civil wars; and beware that you do not 
make the history of your own a mere transcript from their 
records. 

There are many past occurrences, Mr. Speaker, to 
which it is painful to advert; yet [ cannot consent, on 
this account, to waive an advantage which one of that 
character affords. A short retrospect will bring to our 
recollection an event which will fully illustrate the argu- 
ment Iam now endeavoring to urge. The gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Canson] yesterday referred 
you to the unpleasant controversy which existed in the 
year 1825, between the General Government and the 
State of Georgia. That controversy, and many of its at- 
tendant circumstances, are fresh in my recollection. I 
well remember the unequal contest which, single-handed, 
and alone, we waged against this Government. We not 
only derived no aid from our sister States, but public 
opinion throughout the whole of them seemed to be 
against us. This was, indeed, ‘* fearful odds.”’ It was 
our good fortune, however, in this important crisis, to 
have at the head of our executive councils one of those 
choice spirits who seem designed for great occasions. 
With a firmness that never faltered, and a resolution that 
no circumstances could shake, he took his stand upon the 
ramparts of State sovereignty, and resolutely resisted 
every attempt on the part of the Federal Government to 
interfere with the just rights of the State. Finally, how- 
ever, the Executive of the Union ventured to threaten us 
with military power. The effect was instantaneous, it was 
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an electric shock; the feelings which it produced spread 
from the Potomac tothe Mississippi. Then it was that the 
sympathies of our Carolina brethren, who had previously 
given us no countenance, were aroused in our behalf, and 
every northern breeze wafted to us the most cheering as- 
surances that if an attempt should be made tu execute the 
threat which had been uttered, we should not be left to 
contend alone against our gigantic adversary. And can 
it be matter of wonder now, that Georgia should manifest 
a deep interest in the fate of South Carolina? Can she 
so soon forget this gencrous sympathy’ No, sir, she can 
never be unmindful of it, nor ungrateful for it. Happily 
the difficulty was adjusted, and the historian has not now 
to record, in letters of blood, the mad experiment. 

But, sit, we have evidence on this point of a still later 
date. What has been the effect of the President’s recent 
proclamation, in which a resort to ferce was intimated? 
What do gentlemen from the South learn from their pri- 
vate letters?’ What do the newspapers inform them as 
to the state of feeling which has been thus produced? Is 
it not thus plainly to be foreseen what must be the result 
of anattempt to control or subdue one of these States by 
military power? 

But, Mr. Speaker, Lam willing to concede to our ad- 
versaries all the advantage in the argument, by the possi- 
bility which they allege, that Carolina may not repeal her 
ordinance. ** What, then,’’ say the gentlemen, ‘* are not 
the laws to be enforced?” ‘Yo this I answer, that the bill 
reported by the Judiciary Committee, together with the 
laws already enacted, will enable the civil authorities to 
make the effort. And even if it were certain that they 
would fail, it is better that the President should be re- 
duced to the necessity of convening the new Congress to 
devise the means of mecting the exigency, than to pro- 
ceed now to violent measures. Even though the Federal 
Government has the power to crush South Carolina, it 
would be magnanimous to forbear. Be kind and indul- 
gent to her waywardness; give her no cause for further 
provocation; but bring her back, by gentle and conciliat- 
ing means, to the path of her duty. And who is there 
that would not prefer a triumph, thus peacefully obtained, 
to one gained at the point of the bayonet? 

iam free to declare, however, that even if these means 
should not succeed, and there were no modification of the 
tariff, [ would not, either now or hereafter, resort to mi- 
litary force. 1 would much rather present to a State 
assuming the attitude of South Carolina, the alternative 
of submission or secession. I cannot for a moment tole- 
rate the idea of subjecting one of these States to martial 
law, of governing any part of this great confederacy as 
a conquered province. ‘here is something abhorrent to 
my feelings in the suggestion of the bare possibility that 
the trial by jury is to be superseded by the sword. In the 
first inaugural address of Mr. Jefferson, the ablest pro- 
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the suspicion of forgery. 1 will read but a single sen- 
tence: 

** Your Government is in the hands of the people; it 
has no force but what it derives from them; and your 
enforcing laws {mark the expression] are dead letters, 
when they have ever been driven to resist your measures.” 

Sir, I would that gentlemen may hear and receive this 
as a voice from the tomb of the illustrious dead. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I have an argument to urge against 
the main provisions of this bill, which addresses itself par- 
ticularly to those gentlemen who believe in the unconsti- 
tutionality of the protective system. ‘This bill is intended 
to provide fur the execution of the existing tariff laws, 
whether the proposed modification takes place or not; 
which laws have been declared by nearly all the Southern 
States to be unconstitutional. ‘This I understood my col- 
league [Mr. Ware] to admit: if I am mistaken, he will 
correct me. 

{Mr. Warne said he had expressly admitted the pro- 
tective system to be unconstitutional. 1 

Lam glad that L did not misapprehend my colleague. 
But it is difficult for me to conceive how we can maintain 
that the tariff laws are unconstitutional, and yet provide 
the means for enforcing them. We are bound by our 
oaths, and by the most sacred of duties, to support the 
constitution; and yet we contribute our aid in passing 
laws to violate it. We are told, however, that these tariff 
laws having been passed according to the forms of the 
constitution, we are bound to provide the means of en- 
forcing them. Sir, L am too little of a political casuist to 
lecture on the morality of these principles. ‘This subject 
I shall leave to gentlemen who are not only more able, 
but more disposed to discuss it. For myself I cannot feel 
these constitutional or moral obligations prompting me to 
aid in the execution of unconstitutional laws. Iam aware, 
sir, that a Southern man acknowledging these obligations, 
and acting accordingly, will receive the commendation 
and applause of these who are interested. If, under the 
influence of these principles, we should aid our tariff 
brethren in carrying their protective laws into execution, 
they would, in turn, compliment us upon our generosity 
and liberal views. They might well do so; these complh- 
mentary speeches, like all others, cost nothing; whatever 
profit is made by them, therefore, is clear gain. There 
is no safer investment than that of compliments; for there 
is no capital required, and there is no hazard, except that 
of losing a character for sincerity; a very trivial conside- 
ration, when compared with the profits of the specula- 
tion. Lhope lt shall not be considered as exhibiting any 
thing like indifference to the good opinions of my politi- 
cal adversaries. Far from it. Noman appreciates more 
highly, or reciprocates more cordially, their feelings of 
kindness and personal esteem; but I should be unworthy 
of those feelings, if [ were capable of bartering away my 


duction that ever came from his pen, (the Declaration of| principles and the interests of my constituents, to conci- 


Independence always excepted,) he expresses the opi- 
nion that ** ours is the strongest Government on earth.” 
And why? ** Because,” says he, ‘* it is the only Govern-| 
ment where, at the call of the law, every man will fly to} 
the standard of the law.” Yes, sir, here is your reliance | 
fur the execution of your laws—it is on your peopie; and 
to make this reliance sure, your laws must be so framed, 
and so administered, as to obtain for the Government their | 
affection and confidence. 

These are the sentiments, substantially, expressed in an 





liate them. 

I come now, Mr. Speaker, to the consideration of that 
part of the bill before you, which provides for removing 
to the United States courts any suit or prosecution com- 
menced in a State court, against a revenue officer, for an 
act done in the discharge of his duty, as prescribed by 
law. ‘That some amendments of the existing laws, in 
cases of this kind, are necessary, I candidly admit. 
Where an officer is sued in a State court, for an act re- 
quired by a law of the United States, it is a case ‘‘ arising 


extract which I had occasion a short time since to read to|under the laws of the United States;” one of the very cases 


the House, from a speech of the late distinguished Mr. 
Bayard. Ihave now to ask the attention of gentlemen 
to another extract from the same speech. It will require 


no remark from me to point out its application to the pre- | 


sent crisis: indeed, it is so very appropriate, that 1 have 


\to which the judicial power of the United States, under 
|the constitution, extends. The exercise of this jurisdic- 
|tion, it seems to me, for many reasons, ought to be pro- 
vided for; and that provision is made in the bill reported 
|to this House by the Committee on the Judiciary. But 





procured the printed volume which contains it, lest, if I 
should quote from memory, I might subject myself to 


Vor. 1X.—118 


when it is proposed to extend this provision to criminal 
prosecutions, I cannot assent to it. It is an attempt to 
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give to the federal judiciary cognizance of criminal cases| have to recur to ‘ the democratic administration of My. 
where a State is a party, for which there is no warrant in| Jefferson,” and “ the democratic administration” of Gen. 
the constitution. Having, on two former occasions, in this| eral Jackson, and there are precedents for as much power 
House, expressed my views on this point, I shall not re-| as he can wish. 
peat them now, but content myself with referring gentle-| Mr. Speaker, my earliest affections were to the union 
men to the able argument of Mr. Madison, in the Virginia| of these States, and my latest aspirations shall be for ity 
report of 1798, and to the explicit exception to the exer-| continuance, and for the preservation of our present form 
cise of this power in the ratifications of the constitation| of Government, to be administered in the spirit and on 
by the conventions of New York and Rhode Island. 1) the principles which gave birth to both. It is, therefore, 
should, indeed, exhibit a specimen of singular inconsisten-| that I look with watchful jealousy on any measure calcu 
cy, to vote for this provision, after having so repeatedly| lated to change its character. Such is the feeling with 
denounced the exercise of the power by the federal tri-| which T regard the bill you are about to pass. Its ten. 
bunals as unauthorized; and 1 should be recording, at} dency is to a military despotism; and improbable as it may 
the same time, a most severe sentence against the public}seem to many, this may be its ultimate termination. 
authorities of the State of Georgia, who have not only ex-| Should this be the melancholy result, I call this House to 
pressly denounced the power, but openly refused swb-| witness that, at the first step on this downward march, t 
mission to it. Sir, were I now to concede this jurisdiction) have not failed to raise a warning voice against it. 
to the federal courts, I should expect the ghost of the itl-| Mr. DANIEL, of Kentucky, next addressed the House. 
fated Tassels to haunt the dreams of the midnight hour,| He said that he felt it incumbent on him, although the 
and to hear his ** blood crying from the ground” against] session was so far advanced, and so much publicand private 
the people of my State. business remained yet tobe transacted, to express to the 
Thave much more to say on this important subject, Mr.| House his opinion of this bill. It involved the very princi 
Speaker, but at this late hour, after the polite and atten-} ples of liberty and of the federal constitution; and, if pass- 
tive hearing with which I have been honored, I cannot so| ed, it would, in his judgment, destroy both. It makes war 
much abuse the patience of the House as to trespass] and carnage the only means of theirsupport, and shows our 
much longer upon it. Twas particularly desirous of ad-| Government as a Government to be sustained only by the 
verting to those laws which my colleague [Mr. Warne]} sword. Disguise it as you may by terms, it isa war measure. 
referred to as precedents for this bill; but a slight notice} It has a tendency to the most unnatural of al? wars—a civil 
of the most prominent of them must suffice. Sir, it is not| war; and it partakes, in no degree, of the spirit of our 
the least of the alarming considerations which attend the| institutions, and of the age of civilization in which we liv: 
introduction and advocacy of this bill, that the defence of] It will be a war not to be prosecuted against a foreign foe; 
its most objectionable parts is founded on precedent. My| not to be prosecuted against the enemies of our country, 
colleague tells us that the provision for clothing the Pre-| but against one of the confederated members of this com 
sident with the whole land and naval power of the Union,| munity. It would be the war of a proud and haughty 
is borrowed from a taw passed in the ** democratic ad-| son, who has grown strong and powerful by the nurtur: 
ministration of Mr. Jefferson.”” But does my colleague} and protection of his parents, against those parents; and, 
see no difference between measures for national defence} if entered into, it must necessarily be conducted with 
against foreign Powers, and those for internal govern-| savage barbarity. ‘Fhis was the position in which the Fe 
ment? ‘Phe law to which he alludes was passed for the|deral Government would be placed, should this act be- 
. purpose of enforcing the embargo, which, if not itself a} come a part of the law of the land. Contemplate, said 
war measure, was of a defensive character, and intended| Mr. D., the picture of its probable results. Our rivers 
to operate upon England and France, both of which had| may be made to flow with the blood of our countrymen; 
committed serious depredations on our commerce. And is} our fields may be ravaged, and our homes desolated ; innu 
it not matter for history, that the discontents of the East-| merable widows and orphans may have to weep the loss 
ern people at these restrictive measures were such, that] of husbands and of fathers, and the patriot to deplore 
Mr. Jefferson himself yielded to their repeal? And yet|the change of this happy nation, now the chosen abo 
this is the precedent which we are to adopt in confiding] of peace and liberty, mto a military despotism, when the 
to the President powers to be exerted in a controversy| will of one man shall subvert all liberty and control all 
between the Federal Government and one of the States|law. This bill, he conscientiously thought, would be a 
of the Union. Sir, I repeat that this is the very circum-} disgrace to the statute book; its equal was not to be found 
stance which gives me the deepest concern. By this act/in the enactments of our nation. Its necessary effect 
you establish some most alarming principles, and it is to] would be to break down the judiciary, and concentrate 
be a standing precedent upon your statute book. Some} and consolidate all power, as well civil as military, in the 
gentlemen are the more willing to confer these powers, | hands of the Executive. 
on account of their confidence in the individual who is to] Mr. D. observed, in continuation, that, to show these 
exercise them. Now, I am quite sure that I have as|apprehended consequences did not rest on mere asscr- 
much confidence in General Jackson as 1 shall have in any|tion, he would proceed to an examination of the princi- 
one who may succeed him; nor do I apprehend any dan-| ples of this bill more in detail. He would read the first 
ger tothe country from the exercise of these extraordi-| section of it, which is as follows: 
nary powers by him; I do not believe there will be any ‘* Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre sentalit 
necessity for his executing them at all; but they are pow-| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, VW 
ers which | would vest in no man living. ‘There is not a} whenever, by reason of untawful obstructions, combina- 
worse rule in legislation than that of framing laws with an) tions, or assemblages of persons, it shall become imprac 
eye to the individual by whom they are to be executed. | ticable, in the judgment of the President, to execute the 
It were always better to frame them under the idea that} revenue laws, and collect the duties on imports in the er- 
they were to be administered by officers who would abuse) dinary way, in any collection district, it shall and may be 
their powers if they could. Leave as little to official | lawfal for the President to direct that the custom-house 
discretion as possible. Who does not perceive the dan-/ for such district be established and kept in any sccure 
ger to which the country and its liberties might be ex-| place within some port or harbor of such district, either 
posed under the administration of some daring and ambi-| upon land or on board any vessel; and, in that case, tt 
tious tyrant, clothed with the authority conferred by this} shall be the duty of the collector to reside at such place, 
bill? And should such a one unfortunately reach the! and there to detain all vessels and cargoes arriving within 


Executive chair, and desire this authority, he will only | the said district, until the duties imposed on said cargres 
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by law, be paid in cash, deducting interest according to subjugated province, governed by a proconsul, she is 
existing laws; and in such cases it shall be unlawful to/ vanquished, you say, and she must submit; but the sub- 
take the vessel or cargo from the custody of the proper) mission of the vanquished to the victor is reluctant, and 
officer of the customs, unless by process from some court) in all ages has been of no long duration. You employ a 
of the United States; and in case of any attempt other-| standing army to restrain her unwillingness to bear the 
wise to take such vessel or cargo by any force, or combi-| yoke, and to exact compulsory obedience to your laws. 
nation, or assemblage of persons too great to be overcome! This, you will admit, will be necessary in the first instance, 
by the officers of the customs, it shall and may be lawful for| or you would never consent to pass a bill providing for the 
the President of the United States, or such person or per-| employment of an armed force, and for the removal of the 
sons as he shall have empowered for that purpose, to em-| customhouses from their usual sites,and the location of them 
ploy sach part of the land or naval forces, or militia of the under the guns of your ships of war and your forts. But, 


United States, as may be deemed necessary for the pur- 
pose of preventing the removal of such vessel or cargo, 


he would ask if this alleged necessity would not, of it- 
self, form a dangerous pretext, under the arguments of the 


and protecting the officers of the customs in retaining the | supporters of the bill, for the continuance of an armed es- 


custody thereof.” 

What, Mr. D. asked, was to be the comment on this 
extraordinary bill? ‘The first section authorizes the Pre- 
sident to seize, without any previous determination by a 
court of law, the property of citizens or strangers, and 
to withhold it at his pleasure from the possession of its 
legal owners. It does more. It authorizes him to call 
upon citizens to bear arms in support of such seizure, and 
to place them under the orders of whomsoever he may 
place in command over them. Even more; it enables 
him to call out the whole armed force of the community, 
and to keep the militia of the United States in the field, 
at his eption, for eighteen months; thus, in fact, convert- 
ing the whole country into one general camp. It could 
scarcely be supposed possible that this dictatorial provi- 
sion extended further than he had stated; but they do go 
further still. The power is given to the President of 
transferring this authority to any person he pleases, and 
to warrant any single individual to call out the troops, and 
order them to use the bayonet. This is the exercise of a 
high sovereign power, and ought to be confided to the 
hands of no individual. 


It properly belongs to the peo- 
ple and their representatives; and when authorized to be | 
exercised by a single individual, it endangers, and is, in 
fact, a subversion of, the principles of our Government. 
It is a power utterly unknown in all countries possessing | 


even the semblance of liberty. ‘The Autocrat of all the 
Russias possesses no greater power. And even in Prussia, 
which is purely a military monarchy, without any preten- 
sions to government by a representative body, the King 
could not, with safety, exercise the authority of delegat- 
mg such a power to an individual. It is a dangerous 
power, not only toa Government and a constitution, but 
also to its possessor; for the very sword which he who 
possesses this power places in the hands of others, may 
be wielded against himself. Oursis not a Government of 
force, but a Government of laws, founded and depending 
for its existence upon the virtue and intelligence of the 
people, to be sustained by reason, moderation, and the 
principles of compromise on all discordant points. — It is 
not for freemen to be governed by coercion; and herein 
consists the distinction between freemen and_ slaves. 
Whenever it may be thought necessary to govern the 
members of this confederacy by force, the Government, 
as intended for the United States by the fiamers of the 
constitution, is at an end; for the very act of the employ- 
ment of force destroys and annihilates the Government, 
and must inevitably produce disunion. 

Prudent men do not act from the impulse of the mo- 
ment--they reflect; or, whether prudent or imprudent, 


they ought to reflect on the probable consequences of | 


their actions. How much more requisite is this prudent 
reflection on the part of statesmen and legislators, in 


Whose hands the mighty interests of a great community | 


arereposed. Mr. D. besought them to look to the con- 
sequences; even supposing this bill would answer the ef- 
fect of putting down those who contend that the laws in 
respect to the tariff are unconstitutional. Suppose, said 
he, that you conquer South Carolina, and she becomes a 


tablishment. Standing armies have heretofore invariably 
been the ruin of every country possessing a particle of free- 
dom. Too much enlightenment pervades the present 
generation, to permit a similar effect with us; but it would 
be well to bear in mind, that one of the main causes of 
the overthrow of the administration in this country, at the 
close of the fast century, was the predilection of the 
elder President Adams for a strengthening of the ener- 
gies of this Government by an increase of the army and 
navy. The lessons of those days are before our eyes 
now; and let those whom it may concern profit by them. 
A standing army, and the power to call a standing army 
into existence, are one and the same. Mr. D. said he 
could go more at length into this point of the subject, and 
he perhaps ought to do so. Not that he supposed that 
the language which he was using, and the reasons which 
he urged, would produce instantaneous conviction to their 
judgments. Indeed, the present measure he considered 
to be a matter not only of reason and judgment, but of 
feeling also; and he was sure that a statement of the plain 
facts, as connected with this bill, would form the best 
appeal to the sound sense of their constituents. The 
people of the respective States, those whom they repre- 
sented there, would judge for themselves, and their 
judgment would be pronounced. Nevertheless, so so- 
lemn is the occasion, said he, that [ cannot, even at this 
late period of the session, forbear from trespassing a little 
further on your time. I owe a duty to my country and 
to myself, which requires from me a full expression of my 
views, and, as far as {am able to give it, a development, 
a full development of the character of this bill. 

‘There were so many objectionable points in it, that he 
might possibly omit the notice of some. But there is one 
which is of too much importance, which is pregnant with 
such grave results, that no man in the United States ought 
to be ignorant of it. The bill gives to the President the 
power not only of the sword, but of the purse. He re- 
peated what he could wish might ring in the ears of all 
his fellow-citizens throughout the wide expanse of these 
United States, that the bill gives the power of the sword 
and the purse to the President of the United States. He 
was about to observe that the purse and the sword sway 
the destinies of nations; but he would stop himself; the 
destinies of nations are in the hands of a gracious and an 
overruling Providence. Yet he might say, with proprie- 
ty, that few nations have been found with virtue and for- 
titude enough to resist the controlling, enervating, and 
corrupting influence of money and power. May this land 
be a single and a signal exception to the rule which the 
experience of all history has almost made a general one! 

What was said by one of the most exalted men of anti- 
quity, exalted not merely on account of great public ser- 
vices, and a long life devoted to his country, but on 
account of civil as well as military affairs? He said that, 
give him soldiers, he woukl get money, and give him mo- 
ney, he would procure soldiers. Cesar, with the legions 
lof Gauls, destroyed the small portion of hberty which 
lhad been left to Rome. 





There is another point of view in which, as lovers of 
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their country, and as the persons to whom, in so large a 
degree, its interests are entrusted, the members of this 
House ought to regard the question before them. A 
doubt might be raised in relation to a matter of no small 
importance as regards not only our immediate interests as 
a commercial people, but the attitude in which cireum- 
stances may place the United States in regard to our fo- 
reign relations. We holda conspicuous and a dignified 
rank among the nations of the civilized world, and it is a 
subject of deep consideration whether some of the Pow- 
ers with whom we have entered into commercial treaties, 
stipulating for reciprocal advantage, may not deem a pro- 
hibition of intercourse with even a single port of our 
country, an infraction of existing treaties. Suppose, for 
instance, the port of Charleston should be invested by a 
blockading squadron; and Mr. D. supposed the army and 
navy were not to be put in requisition by the bill, unless 
there was an intention to employ them; suppose, he said, 
that the harbor is hermetically sealed against the approach 
of domestic or foreign vessels, and that a foreign vessel 
shall arrive and be seized and detained by one of those 
floating custom-houses; the cargo, perhaps, wholly or in 
part, of perishable commodities; whether or not, would 
there not, even for the detention and delay, be an ostensi- 
ble cause of a claim for compensation? And were they 
not aware that foreign Powers would gladly seize any oc- 
casion, and use any plausible pretexts, fur fomenting our 
own unhappy dissensions? Would any gentleman in that 
House rise and say that he did not believe that the dis- 
memberment of this Union would afford pleasure to every 
crowned head in Europe? Noone could do so. All were 
aware that the monarchies of the old world had always 
looked with an eye of jealousy upon the rising prosperity 
of the United States; and now that that prosperity had 
ripened into greatness and glory, there was not one of 
them who would not, by intrigue, by money, or, if re- 
quisite, by force, become an auxiliary in any design to 


extinguish that beacon of liberty which had been justly 
described as the fire at which is kindled the hopes of the 


world. The existence of the United States as a free re- 
public is a living reproach to despots and despotism; and 
our destruction, and, above all, our self-destruction, would 
fill up the cup of their joy. Ought not the members 
of that House, then, to pause and to take a moment’s 
thought on the mere possibility of adding to the horrors 
of intestine commotion that of foreign war?—war in our 
very bosom, and war abroad? 

He begged in this to be understood as by no means ad- 
mitting the right of foreign nations to interfere with our 
own internal affairs; and neither could he bring himself 
to suppose that such interference must necessarily ac- 
crue, but he was contemplating its mere possibility. The 
idea of coercing a sovereign State into obedience never 
entered the heads of those sages and patriets who framed 
the constitution, and the proposition can only be main- 
tained on the most absurd notions of the theory of our 
Government. It was proposed in the convention, in va- 
rious shapes, to give to the General Government the 
direct power to use force in order to compel the acqui- 
escence of the States in the enactments of the Govern- 
ment. The proposition was ejected. Some of the most 
prominent among the great and distinguished men who 
sat in that convention, and even those who were in favor 
of a much stronger Government than the people felt dis- 

osed to have, to instance one of them, General Hamil- 
ton himself, expressly disclaimed such an idea. 

In his speech in the New York convention, when ad- 
verting to the requisitions made on the States by the old 
Congress, under the articles of confederation, General 
Hamilton said: 

**If you make requisitions, and they are not complied 
with, what isto be done? As it has been well observed, 


to coerce the States has been one of the maddest projects | 


ever devised. A failure of compliance will never be con. 
fined toa single State. This being the case, can we sup. 
pose it wise to hazard a civil war? Suppose Massachu- 
setts or any large State should refuse, and Congress 
should attempt to compel them, would they not have in- 
fluence to procure assistance, especially from those States 
who are in the same situation with themselves? What 
picture does this idea present to our view? A complying 
State at war with a non-complying State. Congress 
marching the troops of one State into the bosom of ano. 
ther. This State collecting auxiliaries, and forming, 
perhaps, a majority against its federal head. Here is q 
nation at war with itself. Can any reasonable man be 
well disposed towards a Government which makes war 
and carnage the only means of supporting itself—a Go- 
vernment which can only exist by the sword? Every 
such war must involve the innocent with the guilty. This 
single consideration should be sufficient to dispose every 
peaceable citizen against such a Government.” 

Mr. D. said it would be perceived, from this extract, 
that the evil intended to be remedied by this alteration of 
the articles of the old confederation, was the necessity 
which would exist under them of operating upon the 
States as communities, and of effecting a change in this 
respect, by providing that the people should be operated 
on individually, and not the sovereign States. Under 
the frame of Government as it then existed by the arti- 
cles of confederation, no instance could be cited of a re- 
sort to force. The sagacious prudence of our fathers 
who achieved our independence, led them to foresee that 
such acourse would lead to collision, and, thereby, toa 
disturbance of the peace and harmony of the country; 
and, finally, to an overthrow of that liberty for which 
they had struggled, and suffered, and bled. It was there- 
fore that the idea of force was always discountenanced, 
although many occasions had been presented for its ex- 
ercise. ‘This was equally wise and just. Had_ they 
resorted to force, how easy would it have been for the 
mother country to have interfered, and to have again de- 
luged the colonies with blood. 

There must always be a great degree of danger ina 
conflict on the part of the Federal Government with the 
separate action of a State Government, as such; because 
the latter, as such, possesses the power, the means, and 
the right of employing a physical force in support of 
what her citizens deem to be the proper exercise of the 
rights which have been reserved to the States. No indi- 
vidual citizen of a State possesses either the right or the 
power to do this, and hence an individual can be acted 
upon through the civil tribunals in a peaceable manner, 
and without disturbance to the community. It cannot be 
denied that the proximate and immediate cause of the 
adoption of the constitution by the States in convention, 
and its subsequent ratification by the States respectively, 
was the apprehension, entertained on this very ground, 
of collisions which might shake the stability of the Union, 
and endanger its permanence. The constitution was 
adopted for this purpose, and was more an invigoration 
of the articles of confederation, than of extension of po- 
litical power to the Federal Government. 

Mr. D. said he would now turn to another branch of 
this subject, which was eminently entitled to their atten- 
tion. It had been advanced by the friends of this bill, 
that it conferred on the President the same powers as the 
acts of the 28th February, 1795, and of March 5, 1807, 
which authorized him to call out the militia in cases of in- 
vasion or insurrection. The provision in the act of 1795 
runs in these words: ‘* Whenever the laws of the United 
States are opposed, or the execution thereof obstructed 
in any State, by combinations too powerful to be sup- 
pressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, 
then, &c.,”’ the President is empowered to call for the 
militia. By the act of March 3, 1807, the Presidents 
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authorized to call forth the army and navy, in addition to|the State. And in submitting to Congress his views on 
the militia, but in that law, as in the other, it was provided) the subject, he threw out a threat that if Georgia per- 
that ‘fall the prerequisites of the law in that respect’) sisted in her course, he might be called upon, by the high 
must have been previously observed. This act was mere-| obligations of office, to enforce the law. The republican 
ly supplementary to the former one. The courts had|party of that day condemned the intimation in strong 
first to act, and, if unable to enforce the authority invest-|language; and the following remarks, in reference to it, 
ed in them by the laws, then the militia and the army and| were used by a distinguished member of Congress from 
navy were to be called in; but still, in all their actions, Virginia, [Mr. Rives. | 

they were to be subordinate to the civil authorities.| ‘‘1In the true spirit of arrogated power, we there see 
These two acts of Congress were still in full force and|him, [Mr. Apams,] in a time of profound peace, and when 
effect; and yet the House has been told by the gentle-)there was every reason to expect a speedy extinction of 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Warne, ] that the present bill is|all grounds of controversy, heedlessly threatening a so- 
founded upon them, and that they form the precedents] vereign State of the Union with the military force of the 
for its adoption by Congress. Why, surely, said Mr. D.,| nation, of which he is, theoretically at least, the comman- 
if the laws alluded to are the precedents spoken of, and| der in chief.” 

he had heard of none other, where was the necessity of} Such were the principles then condemned by those who 
passing the present bill? It was a work of supererogation. | were friendly to the election of General Jackson, and 
But he must ask the gentleman what sort of a precedent} such are the doctrines that have always been odious to the 
is that which extends a term of three months tocighteen?| republican party. Whether the approval of these prin- 
The former bill expressly limits the term of service of the} ciples by General Jackson will render popular that which 
militia, who may be draughted, to three months, and the| was heretofore odious, remains yet to be seen. They are 
present one authorizes the President to embody the mili-| the principles once reprobated by himself, and in opposi- 
tia, as a standing army, for eighteen months. Besides, | tion to which he was first elected President. He refused 
let it be understood that the acts of 1795 and 1807 ap-|to execute that law in contravention of the authority of 
ply only to cases of insurrection in a State, and not to the|the State of Georgia; and when requested, in February, 
action of a State itself, (which can best judge of its own} 1831, by the Senate of the United States, for information 
rights,) and this said insurrection alone warrants, or can/as to whether the provisions of the act to regulate the 
warrant, the armed interposition of the Federal Govern-| intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace 
ment. Inthe whole legislation of this country, there is} on the frontiers, had been fully complied with, and that, 
no instance of Congress having dared to interfere for the|if not, the reasons should be assigned for declining to en- 
purpose of putting downa State, when the State was op-| force them, he replied: 

posed to the measures of the General Government. It| ‘‘ The Indians, thus situated, cannot be regarded in 
was not even attempted in the cases of Pennsylvania, |any other light than as members ofa foreign Government, 
Massachusetts, Georgia, Maryland, Ohio, and Kentucky. |or of that of a State within whose chartered limits they 
It was reserved for the present administration to urgejreside. If in the former, the ordinary legislation in re- 
forward the legislation of Congress against a State of the| lation to them is not warranted by the constitution, which 
Union. was established for the benefit of our own, not of a foreign 

Mr. D. said it might not be amiss here to advert to the people. If in the latter, then, like other citizens or peo- 

conduct of the Federal Government on these occasions,} ple resident within the limits of the States, they are sub- 
and to contrast it with the proceedings of the present] ject to their jurisdiction and control. To maintain a 
Executive. Was the conduct of former Executives in| contrary doctrme, and to require the Executive to main- 
such cases violent, rash, denunciatory? or was it mild, tain it by the employment of military force, would be to 
conciliating, and placable? First. In the case of Penn-| place in his hands a power to make war upon the rights 
sylvania, the Executive of that State was directed by an|of the States and the liberties of the country——a power 
act of its Legislature to call out the militia to prevent the| which should be placed in the hands of no individual.” 
execution of a mandate of a court of the United States.| This position was contended for by General Jackson 
The then President, instead of asking Congress to clothe| from 1801 up to the year 1831. He was the advocate of 
him with additional powers; instead of asking for the|those doctrines, and the principles in which they origi- 
sword and the purse; instead of issuing to the citizens of| nated; he was the supporter of the reserved rights of the 
that State a harsh, menacing, and insulting proclamation, | States until the publication of an angry and a celebrated 
opened a friendly and amicable correspondence with the | correspondence between him and a distinguished gentle- 
Executive of the State, and, by the influence of mildness} man, whose el: vated character it was the desire of himself 
and reason, adjusted the point at issue in a satisfactory |and others to prostrate. In proof of this assertion as to the 
manner. ‘Thus ended a dispute which, by precipitance| character of General Jackson’s former opinions, Mr. D. 
and rashness, might have kindled the flames of civil war. | said he would refer to a letter addressed by him (General 
With respect to Massachusetts during the late war, when} Jackson) to Dr. William Dickson, of the date of Ist Sep- 
every exertion was necessary, on the part of every pa-| tember, 1801. 

triot, to sustain the independence of the country, Massa-| ‘* Dear Sir: Through life | have held it asa sacred duty 
chusetts refused to supply the quota of militia for the|! owed to my country and myself, never to give my suf- 
public defence. This aroused a feeling of independence | frage to a candidate fora seat in the Congress of the 
inevery heart. What was the course pursued in rela-| Umted States, unless I was convinced that his political 
tion to her? No military parade was made on the occa. | sentiments were congenial with those he represented, and 
sion, and no threats were used. ‘To speak next of Geor-| that he would speak and do the will of his constituents; 





























gia, and the well remembered contest between that State 
and the General Government, but a few short years ago, 
during the late administration, when the laws and trea- 
ties of the United States were violated by that State. 
The then Executive of the United States, Mr. John 
Q. Adams, who was invested, by the act of March 30, 
18U2, with the military power to remove all intruders 
upon Indian lands, abstained from the exercise of that 


and being now informed that you are a candidate for the 
honor of representing the citizens of the State of Ten- 
nessee in the representative branch of the Federal Legis- 
lature—believing, as 1 do, that any citizen who does obtain 
the suffrages of the freemen of Tennessee, must be a 
character, the composition of which is virtue, talents, and 
the true whig principles of seventy-six; in short, sir, that 
he must be a republican, and in politics, like Czsar’s 





power, because those who had gone upon the lands in| 
violation of the act, had done so under the authority of 


wife, not only chaste but unsuspected. 
*¢*The two first component parts of this character I 
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know you to possess; the latter, as to myself, I have ever| 
thought you did. But, sir, the public mind has been 
lately led to believe that your political sentiments are 
doubtful, and some have held you up as an aristocrat. 
These reasons have operated with me to call upon you to 
answer the following interrogatories: 

‘First, are you, and have you always been, an ad- 
mirer of the true whig principles of ’76? 

**Have you always been an admirer of State authori- 
ties? 

** Are you now, and have you always been, an admirer 
of the constitution of the United States, friendly to its 
administration, agreeably to the true literal meaning of 
the instrument, and banishing the dangerous doctrine of 
implication? 

** Have you always been, and are you now, opposed to 
standing armies in time of peace? 

** Are you now, and have you always been, inimical to 
a standing naval armament? 

**Are you now, and have you always been, opposed to 
foreign political connexions? 

** Are you now, and have you always been, opposed to 
the extension of the Executive patronage? 

** Have you always been, and are you now, an advocate 
for freedom of religion, and the freedom of the press? 

** Are you now, and have you always been, friendly to 
economy in the public disbursements, and an enemy to 
the system of loans? 

** And, lastly, are you a real republican in principle, 
and will you be a republican in practice?” 

That letter, it would be seen, showed that he was then 


avowedly opposed to standing armies in time of peace;'! 
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it was done by Virginia and Kentucky by their resolutions 
in 1798 and 1799, and it produced the desired effect, 
Those who had exercised unconstitutional powers were 
put down, and the administration of Mr. Jefferson suc. 
ceeded. This was an appeal to the intelligence and _pa- 
triotism of the nation to correct the evil through the 
medium of the elective franchise. It prevailed, and al. 
ways will prevail, unless an interest exists in the majority 
at variance with the rights and interest of the minority, 
When that is the case, it may happen that a sense of jus. 
tice will be too weak to produce a repeal of the uncon. 
stitutional measure. What then? Shall Virginia throw 
herself out of the Union? No. One set of agents em. 
| ployed to act in the Federal Government have asserted 
their authority and jurisdiction over certain subjects, and 
/they insist on their right to do so. Another, acting in the 
States, insist that the agents of the General Government 
have transcended their authority, engrafted on the con. 
stitution provisions not originally contained in it, and are 
| exercising the reserved powers of the State. It becomes 
amere dispute among agents; the employers, the mas. 
iters, the real sovereigns, have not decided it. In this 
state of things, shall Virginia submit to be despoiled of 
her sovereignty’? Sir, she will not by tame submission 
surrender her high political character and pre-eminence; 
rather than do this, her Madisons and Monroes would for- 
iget their years, and mingle again in the political strife; 
| her Gileses would lay aside the crutches of decrepitude; 
and the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hotmes] would again 
|hear the keen cutting voice of the Roanoke orator, divid- 
ing and separating even unto the joints and marrow. 
“If fam to understand any Senator as saying thata 


} 





that he was in favor of State authorities and State rights;/ State Legislature can nullify and make void an act of Con- 
that he was adverse to the extension of Executive patron-| gress, so far as to prevent its operation within its limits, | 
age; that he was friendly to economy in the disbursement dissent from him. The federal constitution was not re- 
of the public money; that he was an advocate for the free-| ceived or adopted by the Legislatures of the States: the 
dom of religion and the freedom of the press; that he} members are not elected for such high purposes. The 


held the republican doctrine that the representative was 
bound by the will of his constituents; and that he had al- 
ways acted with the republican party. ‘These principles 


recommended him to the favor of the American people; | 


by the avowal of them he obtained their confidence and| 
support. 

in connexion with the agitated question in which Geor-| 
gia was a party, Mr. D. observed that it was well known | 
in the House that the President was in favor of the repeal | 
of the 25th section of the judiciary act, which authorized | 
the right ofappeal from the superior courts of the States to 
the Supreme Court ofthe United States; and this, said Mr. 
D., addressing the Chair, you yourself well know. [Mr. | 
Pork, of Tennessee, then occupied the chair, in the tem- 
porary absence of Mr. Speaker Srevenson.] All the 
members from the State of ‘Tennessee, he [Mr. D.] be- 
lieved, with one or two exceptions, voted for the repeal 


| portunity to put the majority in the wrong. 


|ambition of a few aspiring men might mislead the Legis- 
lature when called on to act suddenly and unexpectedly 
Let the injured and oppressed State, then, assume its 
highest political attitude—-a convention in the State for 
the purpose of deciding whether this great fundamental 
law, which unites and binds the States together, has been 
violated, by Congress having exercised powers reserved 
to the States, and not delegated to the General Govern 
ment. Ifa false clamor has been raised, this measure 
will put it down. In every State there isa division among 
politicians, and the minority are only waiting for an op- 
The people 
being called on to act in this solemn manner, will put the 
whole intelligence of the community into action. The 
aged, the wise, the experienced, well tried friends of the 
country, will be called into the public service. Such men 
will not lightly pronounce an act of Congress unconstitu- 





of this section. But there. were many more corrobora- 
tive proofs of the President’s opinions on this subject. A 


tional and void; but should they, upon full consideration, 
so declare, how will the question then stand? If the 


distinguished Senator from the very State of which the| State possesses the power to act as I have shown, the ne- 
Chief Magistrate is a citizen, expressed the following] cessary consequence is, that the act of Congress must 
opinion in his place in the Senate in the session of 1830,|cease to operate in the State, and Congress must ac- 
in the course of the great debate on the resolution intro- | quiesce by abandoning the power, or obtain an express 


duced by Mr. Foor, of Connecticut: 

** What, then, is to be done, if Congress pass an act 
beyond the limits of its constitutional powers, and it is 
found to operate oppressively, say upon Virginia? [ name 
this old leading champion State for the purpose of illus- 
trating my argument more clearly. Shall Virginia sub- 
mit? No; she is oppressed—unconstitutionally oppressed. 
The General Government has declared, in all its depart-| 
ments, that the act is binding. ‘The Legislature of Vir- 
sinia is of a different opinion. Has she no right to say to 
the General Government we did not give up this power 
which you have exercised? May she not say.it is an au- 
thority youhaye usurped? Such language has been held; 


grant from the great source from which all its powers are 
drawn. ‘The General Government have no right to use 
force. It would be a glaring absurdity to suppose that 
the State had the right to judge of the con-titutionality of 
an act of the General Government, and at the same t:me 
to say that Congress had the right to enforce a submission 
to the act. This would involve a palpable contradic- 
tion. ‘This may be illustrated by reference to the power 
of the Supreme Court in analogous cases. All admit that 
this high tribunal has the right, in a case properly before 
it, and within its jurisdiction, to declare an act of Con- 
gress unconstitutional, the eflect of which is to render the 
act inoperative, not only in one State, butin all, In this case 
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Congress is obliged to acquiesce, and abandon the power, l so loudly and so often made, of reform and retrenchment. 


or obtain an express grant from the original source, 
after the manner already stated. No force can be applied | 
to give effect to the act thus declared void by the Su-| 
preme Court, or to compel it to change its decision.” 
Vide the speech of the Hon. Felix Grundy, in the Senate 
of the United States, February, 1830, pages 7 and 8. 

Mr. D. went on to comment upon the principles em- 
braced in this passage of Mr. Grunpr’s speech, and ob- 
served that, considering the friendly, intimate, and confi- 
dential relations subsisting between that gentleman and 
the President, it was not unfair to presume that they 
were in accordance with the opinions entertained by the 
latter, as manifested in his letter to Dr. Dickson, and in 
his reply to the Senate in answer to the resolution calling 
for information why the Jaw of 1802 had not been exe- 
cuted, and confirmed, also, by the sentiments expressed 
by him in relation to the speech of a distinguished orator, 
statesman, and patriot fromthe South, who does not now 
participate in the councils of the Federal Legislature. 

The House would understand to whom and to what he 
adverted in saying this. It was scarcely necessary for 
him to name Mr. Hayne, of South Carolina. ‘The speech 
of that distinguished gentleman on the debate upon Mr. 
Foor’s resolution, contained precisely the same doctrines 
on the subject of State rights and nullification as those 
comprehended in the specch of the Senator from ‘Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Grunvy.] No difference existed between 
them, and he did not see how any distinction could be 
drawn. The doctrines advocated by Mr. Hayne, as well 
as the mode in which they were advocated, had, at that 
time, met with the approbation of the President, as ex- 
pressed in direct terms ina letter from him to Mr. Hayne. 
The terms employed were as strong as language can af-| 
ford. ‘They were to the eflect that the speech contained | 
an exposition of the true principles of republicanism, and 
that it should be bound up and placed in his library along 
with the works of Thomas Jefferson. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessec, here rose in his place, and 
inquired of Mr, Danret whether he had a personal know- 
ledge of the President’s approval of those principles, and 
of his commendation of Mr. Hayne’s specch. 

Before Mr. Danse could reply, 

Mr. CARSON, of North Carolina, rose with much car- 
nestness, and said, I, from my personal knowledge, can 
declare that such is the fact. The President expressed 
his approbation of that speech to me, in person. 

Mr. Bert and Mr. Canson having resumed their seats, | 

Mr. DANIEL proceeded, and said, what he knew of | 
the President’s opinions on this subject was from jan 
ments emanating from the President’s own pen; from the 
various statements of gentlemen whose veracity could not 
be impeached, independent of a host of corroborating 
circumstances. 

Mr. D. said that these nullifying doctrines of South Ca- 
rolina had thus received the sanction and advocacy, not 
only of the former Senator from South Carolina, | Mr. 
Harne, } but of the Senator from ‘Tennessee, [Mr.Grunpe. ] 
They were approved by the President himself, until, in 
the downward path of his administration, he had thought} 
it fit to abandon every principle which had brought him 
nto power: economy, retrenchment, State rights—all 
that had formed the watchword of the party; all had 
vanished into thin air. Their substance, at least, was 
gone, and all that remained of them was a shadow. ‘The 
very terms had become a by-word, a mockery; and, with 


In relation to the similar professions of a regard for State 
rights, what was to be looked for? It was attempted to 
reduce the States of this Union to the condition of mere 
petty corporations, dependent upon, and holding their 
charter (if he might so express himself) at the will and 
pleasure of the General Government. ‘The proclamation 
of the President has placed the States precisely on this 
footing; the doctrines promulgated through the medium 
of that unauthorized paper, would, if carried into prac- 
tice, deprive the States of every reserved right, by mak- 
ing the Executive the sole judge and arbiter of the na- 
ture and extent of those rights. It makes this Govern- 
ment a consolidated Government--the focus of all power; 
a vortex swallowing up every principle of liberty and 
sovereignty which it was the intention that the people, in 
their character as members of separate communities, 
should retain. Their liberty and sovereignty were in- 
herent rights. It denies the right of a State to in- 
struct the Senators by whom it is represented, and the 
immediate constituents of a member of this House to 
instruct him as to the course which it is their wish should 
be pursued on public questions. In a word, by divest- 
ing the members of their immediate responsibility to their 
constituents, it destroys the representative character of 
our Government. 

This is in perfect keeping with the monstrous doc- 
trine advanced by a late administration, a doctrine which 
excited such a general and a burning indignation in the 
breasts of our citizens, that the representative should not 
be ‘*palsied by the will of his constituents.” But the 
change in the creed of this administration is nut more 
marked, striking, and sudden, than as evinced in the 
doctrine laid down and advocated by the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Warne.] He said that the principle of 
nullification was a mere metaphysical abstraction; but he 
[Mr. D.] did not conceive it to be one whit more so than 
the novel and ultra federal doctrine broached by that 
gentleman--that the Government was formed by the peo- 
ple in their aggregate character, and without any refer- 
ence to their political being as members of separate and 
independent communities. The chain of reasoning, by 
which that conclusion had been arrived at by him, [Mr. 
W.] appeared to be blown away by the very breath with 
which his words were uttered. How could he, who had 
supported the course of Georgia, with respect to her nul- 
lifying legislation, in utter disregard of the laws and trez- 
ties of the United States, how could he contend that this 
is a Government formed by the people in wicir aggregate 
character? Did he not perceive that this very position 
condemned his own State, and proved his own incon- 
sistency? For, if the Government was formed by the 
people as one whole, what authority had the State, even 
in its high sovereign capac'ty, to disregard treaties and 
an act of Congress? Was the gentleman not aware that 
the principles ‘of this bill would enable the Cherokee In- 
dians to recover and resume the possession of the land 
which Georgia had taken from them, and parcelled out 
among her citizens, by her acts of legislation, directly in 
the teeth of the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and of treaties made securing to the In- 
dians, under the pledge of the public faith, the peaceable 
occupancy of those lands? Was he prepared thus to 
overwhelm Georgia in the dismal swamps of litigation, 
and to disturb and perhaps ruin those of his constituents 
who were reposing in the quict enjoyment of the lands to 


the federalists, a reproach. As for the expenditures of| which they believe they have a just right under the legis- 


the Government, they have been multiplied in a degree | lation of their own State? 


far exceeding those of any former administration. In- 


Mr. D. emphatically declared 
that, by the argument of the gentleman himself, the bil 


stead of the patronage of the Government having been | would, in its principles, go to that effect; and the Presi- 
diminished, there ‘bas been a rapid increase of appoint-|dent would be empowered and called upon, by those 
ments, at Executive discretion, to a most alarming extent. | principles, to enforce them on any oceasion which should 
So much may be said for the fulfilment of the professions | require such enforcement. ‘Th gentleman from Georgia 
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had disapproved, in unmeasured terms, of the doctrines 
of South Carolina, because that State had, in her high 
sovereign character, declared the tariff laws of 1828 and 
1832 to be unconstitutional, and had solemnly absolved 
her citizens from all obedience to them. In this opinion 
of their unconstitutionality, the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Wayne] had, it is well known, fully concurred. 
That gentleman had sworn, as all the members of the 
House had sworn, to support the constitution of the 
United States; and it must be left to him to reconcile to 
his own conscience the propriety of voting for a bill to 
enfurce a law which he believes to be unconstitutional; 
to be repugnant to the provisions of the instrument which 
they were all bound by their oaths to support. 

Mr. D. continued by observing that the arguments of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Biarr,] who 
had, on the preceding day, addressed the House in fa- 
vor of the bill, were alike dangerous in their tendency, 
and extraordinary in their nature. 
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every person appointed to office, to the effect that he has 
not, and will not, knowingly, be concerned in a duel, 
either as a principal or a second: his refusal to take such 
an oath disqualifies him for office. There are other oaths 
which are necessary prerequisites to offices of trust, ho. 
nor, or emolument; and it appeared to him, that all the 
States had not only the constitutional power, but the in. 
controvertible right to impose them. How, then, could 
the minority, in such a case as that presented, style them. 
selves Helots, and complain of a deprivation of their 
rights, on the part of the majority? The possession ar 
the enjoyment of equal rights must necessarily be ac. 
companied by equal re ey and equal duties. 

Mr. D. begged to call to the recollection of that gen- 
tleman [Mr. Biain, of South Carolina] his former vio- 
lent denunciations of the tariff as being unconstitutional 
and oppressive; and his declarations on the floor of that 
hall, that the people of South Carolina never would sub- 
mit to its unjust exactions. It would be well also to bear 


avowed claiming protection from the General Govern-|in mind, that the party to which that gentleman [Mr 
ment for the Union party of his State, he had urged the | Barr] belonged—the Union party—had been the per- 


passage of the bill for that express purpose. The sub- 
stance of his argument was, that protection was necessary 
for the Union party, and that this bill would afford it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, rose, and said that he 
disclaimed the idea of calling on the General Govern- 
ment for protection in relation to the personal safety of 
the members of the Union party in his State. As it con- 
cerned himself, personally, he did not seek it; but he had 
thought, and he still thought, that something was due on 
the part of the Government to the character and the feel- 
ings of those who compose the Union party. That was 
what he had meant to convey to the House. 

Mr. DANIEL said that he had not misunderstood the 
gentleman from South Carolina yesterday, and neither 
did he misunderstand him now. He understood him to 
ask for a guaranty for the Union party. He (Mr. Brain) 
had said that the members of that party had been treat- 
ed as Helots by the dominant party of South Carolina; 
that the measures of the State rights party were tyranni- 
cal and despotic; and that, therefore, the Union party had 
a right to call upon the Executive and upon Congress to 
guaranty to them a republican form of Government. 

Iiere Mr. BLAIR again rose, and repeated the sub- 
stance of his former explanation. 

Mr. DANIEL continued. It had not been his inten- 
tion to misrepresent the gentleman from South Carolina. 
For many of the members of the Union party he enter- 
tained a very high respect; but the guaranty claimed by 
the minority in the State of South Carolina, if earried out 
into practice, might, with equal proprieiy, be claimed on 
the part of the slaves held in the Southern and Western 
States. This remark was, of course, intended only as an 
illustration of his argument, and would not be considered 
as involving any disparagement of a minority of any State 
of this Union. On the contrary, he was in favor of every 
proper attention being paid to the wishes and feelings of 
a minority. It was, indeed, the very doctrine which he 
was now maintaining: he was contending that the rights 
of a minority ought to be respected and protected; but 
that protection could only be extended according to the 
forms of the constitutions of the States in which those 
composing such minority live. 

The gentleman from South Carolina had also urged, as 





sons who had first produced the excited feelings in the 
State of South Carolina against the tariff system; and 
those of the other party, who are now in opposition to 
it, had only followed in their wake. And yet, said Mr. 
D., those who make it their boast that they gave birth to 
this intense excitement, are held in favor in the high places 
of the court, while those whom they describe as their 
humble imitators are denounced and reviled as dema. 
gogues, desperadoes, and traitors. 

In many of the leading papers of the South, the late 
Vice President of the United States has been accused of 
lending his friendly aid to build up the present system, 
in consequence of the vote which he gave in favor of the 
tariff bill of 1816; which bill reduced the duties from 
the high war rates downto a standard of revenue then in- 
dispensably necessary to meet the engagements of the 
Government. Many of the distinguished statesmen of 
the South who were, on constitutional grounds, decided- 
ly opposed to a tariff of protection, voted for that bill, 
as requisite for the emergencies of the public service. 
On account of this vote, a grave charge of inconsistency 
has been raised against that eminent individual by many 
of the Union party of his own State, and by many of 
those designing and unprincipled intriguers who are al 
ways to be found among the minions of power. 

Mr. D. said that he had adverted to this allegation in 
order to show who it really was that had produced this 
fermentation in the South, and who were then endeavor- 
ing—vainly endeavoring, he trusted—to skulk from a re- 
sponsibility which had been imposed upon them by their 
own acts. Here he would ask the candid mind to say 
what were the facts connected with the bill of 1816. 
What but the spirit of patriotism could have actuated 
those who supported it, as the means, not only of meet 
ing the public exigencies, and upholding the public faith, 
but also of saving many meritorious citizens from ruin’ 
Manufactories had sprung up during the war; the capital 
of many a deserving man was invested in manufacturing 
undertakings; employment was given to industry, and the 
welfare and the happiness of numerous families depended 
on the mode of adjusting a system whieh had arisen out 
of events calling into action the spirit of patriotism and 
the love of country. The advocates of that bill were 


a reason for the guaranty requested, that the convention |uniform and consistent in their course of conduct, and 
of that State, in their ordinance, which was made a part | the motives by which they were swayed flowed from the 
of their constitution, had prescribed an oath to be taken | purest of all sources. They had supported the war on the 
by its citizens to support that constitution; and had pro-|only ground upon which any war can possibly be supported 
vided, in the event of refusal or unwillingness to take the | —that of the sacred right of self-defence; and they gave 
oath, that the party refusing was incompetent to hold of-|the strongest pledge of the sincerity of their opinions 


fice under it. An oath of a similar character, said Mr. 
D., isadministered in every State of this Union. In many 
of the States, even by statute, an oath is required from 


when they voted for that bill, in order to maintain the in- 
stitutions which had emanated from the necessity of en- 
gaging in that war. 
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Mr. D. said it was a singular incongruity that many of 
those who adinit the right of a State to interfere and 
arrest the operation of an unconstitutional law, and to 
judge of the mode and manner of redressing it, should, 
strange as it may seem, be opposed to the course which 
South Carolina has chalked out for her action. For, if a 
State possess at all this power of remedying the evil, by 
protecting her reserved rights, and abiding by the spirit 
of the constitution, South Carolina is warranted in her 
proceedings. It has universally been conceded that, 
prior to the adoption of the federal constitution, the 
States were, respectively, sovercign and independent; 
and in this character sent delegates to a general conven- 
tion—those delegates representing the people as sepa- 
rate communities, for the purpose of devising a scheme 
of Government. Such a plan was devised, so jealously 
guarding the sovereignty and independence of the States, 
as to leave, as was supposed, nothing to doubt, to impli- 
cation, or to construction. And, to ‘* make assurance 
doubly sure,’’ it was submitted for ratification to the peo- 
ple of the States, as distinct and separate communities, in 
their high sovereign character. It was to bind the citizens 
of those States, only, who should ratify the instrument. 
Indeed, it has never been contended that the people of a 
State refusing to ratify it were bound by any obligation 
tosubmit to it. For example, suppose that North Caro- 
lina and Rhode Island, which were the last States to ra- 
tify it, had refused to do so; would the citizens of those 
two States be bound by the laws of the United States? 
They would not. Then they bound themselves by their 
free and voluntary assent, mutually pledging to each other 
their faith to maintain the principles therein laid down— 
the preservation of the powers expressly delegated to the 
Government; to the formation of which Government they 
had just given their assent. ‘These powers thev confided 
tothe Congress of the United States, to the Executive, 
and to the judiciary; and in all matters which can be pro- 
perly brought before these three branches of the Go- 
vernment, they possess the right to decide in the last 
resort. The powers not expressly delegated, are ex- 
pressly reserved to the States or the people. These re- 
served rights are, in the same manner, to be protected by 
the States, in their distinct and sovereign character. If 
there be no mode for their assertion and protection inde- 
pendent of the General Government, there can be no 
reserved rights; for, if the right of judging in the last re- 
sort, in respect to them, be given exclusively to the 
General Government, there would be no reservation. 
The reservation applies as well to the courts of the 
United States as to the other branches of the Govern- 
ment. 

That the National Government was formed by the 
States, Mr. 1). said, with a retention, on their part, of 
their independence and sovereignty, he would now pro- 
ceed to show by the concurrent testimony of Mr. Hamil- 
ton and Mr. Madison, men who figured so conspicuously 
in its formation. 

In the 81st number of the Federalist, Mr. Hamilton 
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kind; and the exemption, as one of the attributes of so- 
vereignty, is now enjoyed by the Government of every 
State in the Union. Unless, therefore, there is a surren- 
der of this immunity in the plan of the convention, it will 
remain with the States, and the danger intimated must 
be merely ideal. 

‘¢ The circumstances which are necessary to produce 
an alienation of State sovereignty, were discussed in con- 
sidering the article of taxation, and need not be repeated 
here. A recurrence to the principles then established 
will satisfy us that there is no color or pretext that the 
State Governments would, by the adoption of that plan, 
be divested of the privilege of paying their debts in their 
own way, free from every constraint but that which flows 
from the obligation of good faith. The contracts between 
anation and individuals are only binding on the consci- 
ence of the sovereign, and have no pretensions to com- 
pulsive force. They confer no right of action indepen- 
dent of the sovereign will. To what purpose would it be 
to authorize suits against States for the debts they owe? 
and how could recoveries be enforced? It is evident it 
could not be done without waging war against a contract- 
ing State; and to ascribe to the federal courts, by mere 
implication, and in destruction of a pre-existing right of 
the State Governments, a power which must involve such 
a consequence, would be altogether forced and unwar- 
rantable.” 

Ilere Mr. D. said, Mr. Hamilton had placed the inde- 
pendence of the States upon the broad basis of a distinct 
and independent sovereignty, only to be operated upon 
by negotiation and by treaties, and not through the fede- 
ral tribunals. The ‘* pre-existing right,” to which he re- 
fers, is secured by the articles of confederation in the 
following manner. ‘The second article of that instrument 
runs thus: 

‘*Each State retains its sovereignty, freedom, and in- 
dependence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right, 
which is not by this confederation expressly delegated to 
the United States in Congress assembled.” 

He would now proceed to show the opinions entertain- 
ed by Mr. Madison in confirmation of this doctrine, and 
would cite the language used by him in the 39th number 
of the Federalist: 

**It appears, on one hand, thatthe constitution is to be 
founded on the assent and ratification of the people of 
America, given by deputies elected for the especial pur- 
pose; but, on the other, that the assent and ratification is 
to be given by the people, not as individuals composing 
one entire nation, but as composing the distinct and inde- 
pendent State to which they respectively belong. It is 
to be the assent and ratification of the several States, 
derived from the supreme authority in each State, the 
authority of the people themselves. The act, therefore, 
establishing the constitution, will not be a national but a 
federal act. 

*« That it will bea federal and not a national act, as these 
terms are understood by the objectors, the act of the peo- 
ple as forming so many independent States, not as form- 
hys down this position. Mr. D. here quoted Gencral|ing one aggregate nation, is obvious from this single con- 
Hamilton’s words as follows: jsideration, that it isto result neither from the decision of 

“Though it may rather bea digression from the imme-|a majority of the people of the Union, nor from that of a 
diate subject of this paper, I shall take occasion to men-| majority of the States. It must result from the unani- 
tion a supposition which has excited some alarm upon| mous assent of the several States that are parties to it, 
very mistaken grounds. differing no otherwise from the ordinary assent than its 
_ “It has been suggested that an assignment of the pub-| being expressed, not by the legislative authority, but by 
lic securities of one State to the citizens of another, | that of the people themselves. Were the people regard- 
would enable them to prosecute the State, in the federal | ed in this transaction as forming one nation, the will of 
courts, for the amount of those securities—a suggestion |the majority of the whole people of the United States 
which the following considerations prove to be without| would bind the minority in the same manner as the ma- 
foundation. jority in such State must bind the minority; and the will 

“It is inherent in the nature of sovereignty not to be |of the majority must be determined either by a compari- 
amenable to the suit of an individual without its consent. |son of the individual votes, or by considering the will of 
This is the general sense and the general practice of man- lthe inajority of the States as evidence of the will of a 
Vou. IX.--119 
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majority of the people of the United States. 
these rules hasbeen adopted. Each State, in ratifying 
the constitution, is considered as a sovereign body, inde- 
pendent of all others, and only to be bound by its volun- 
tary act. In this relation, then, the new constitution will, 
if established, be a federal, and not a national constitu- 
tion. 

Again, Mr. Madison says, in the same number: * Butif 
the Government be national, with regard to the operation 
of its powers, it changes its aspect again, when we con- 
template it in relation to the extent of its powers. The 
idea of a National Government involves in it not only an 
authority over the individual citizens, but an indefinite 
supremacy over all persons and things, so far as they are 
objects of lawful government. Among a people consoli- 
dated into one nation, this supremacy, if completed, is 
vested in the National Legislature. Among communities 
united for particular purposes, it is vested partly in the 
general and partly in the municipal Legislatures. In the 
former case, all local authorities are subordinate to the 
supreme, and may be controlled, directed, or abolished 
by it at pleasure. In the latter, the local or municipal 
authorities form distinct and independent portions of the 
supremacy, no more subject, within their respective 
spheres, to the general authority, than the general autho- 
rity is subject to them within its own sphere. In this re- 
lation, then, the proposed Government cannot be deemed 
a national one, since its jurisdiction extends to certain 
enumerated objects only, and leaves to the several States 
a residuary and inviolable sovereignty over all other ob- 
jects.” 

Mr. Madison further says, in No. 40 of the Federal- 
ist: ** Will it be said that the fundamental principles of 
the confederation were not within the purview of the 
convention, and ought not to have been varied? I ask, 
what are these principles? Do they require that, in the 
establishment of the constitution, the States should be re- 
garded as distinct and independent sovereigns? They 
are so regarded by the constitution proposed.” 

Once more. In the same number, he has these expres- 
sive words: ‘* We have seen that, in the new Govern- 
ment, as in the old, the general powers are limited; and 
that the States, in all enumerated cases, are left in the 
enjoyment of their sovereign and independent jurisdic- 
tion.” 

These passages, Mr. D. said, showed conclusively that 
the States were not, by the adoption of the constitution, 
despoiled of any portion of their sovereignty and inde- 
pendence. In entering into this compact, they divested 
themselves of none of the attributes of sovereignty. The 
great error of many of the republicans of the present 
day consists in the supposition that the States had vested 
a part of their sovercignty in the General Government; 
whereas, in fact, certain powers only were delegated to 
be exercised by their agents, and subject to be reclaimed 
by the States in their high sovercign character, in the 
mode and manner prescribed by the constitution. He 
had said that the General Government had been formed 
by the States; but he would not rest the truth of this pro- 
position upon his bare and naked assertion. It was so 


declared in the Virginia resolutions of 1798; and he would! 


apply to it the language of Mr. Madison, in his report 
upon them. Speaking of the third resolution, Mr. Madi- 
son says: 

**On this resolution the committee have bestowed all 
the attention which its importance merits. They have 
scanned it not only with a strict, but with a severe eye; 
and they feel confident in pronouncing that, in its just 
and fair construction, it is unexceptionably true in its 
several positions, as well as constitutional and conclusive 
in its inferences. 

‘The resolution declares, first, that ‘it views the pow- 
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Neither of| pact to which the States are parties;’ in other words 
P P ’ 


that the federal powers are derived from the constity. 
tion, and that constitution is a compact to which the 
States are parties.” 

Mr. D. said, in continuation, let those who deiy t\e 
constitutionality of the interposition of a State to prevent 
the operation of an unconstitutional law within its limits, 
and who maintain that the federal judiciary is the only 
arbiter in all disputes between the States and the Fed¢ 
ral Government—let those, he said, read the following 
lucid exposition of this subject from the pen of Mr. Mad). 
son, as contained inghe report to which he [Mr. D.} had 
before alluded. In discussing the latter part of the third 
resolution of the General Assembly of Virginia, Mr. Mad- 
son says: 

** But the resolution has done more than guard against 
misconstruction, by expressly referring to cases of a de- 
liberate, palpable, and dangerous nature. It specifies 
the subject of the interposition which it contemplates, to 
be solely that of arresting the progress of the evil of usur. 
pation, and of maintaining the authorities, rights, and 
liberties appertaining to the States as parties to the con- 
stitution. 

“From this view of the resolution, it would secm in. 
conceivable that it could incur any just disapprobation 
from those who, laying aside all momentary impressions, 
and recollecting the general source and object of the 
federal constitution, shall candidly and accurately inter- 
pret the meaning of the General Assembly. If the deli. 
berate exercise of dangerous powers, palpably withheld 
by the constitution, could not justify the parties to it in 
interposing even so far as to arrest the progress of the 
evil, and, thereby, to preserve the constitution itself, as 
well as to provide for the safety of the parties to it, there 
would be an end to all relief from usurped power, and a 
direct subversion of the rights specified or recognised 
under all the State constitutions, as well as a plain denial 
of the fundamental principles on which our independence 
itself was declared. But it is objected that the judicial 
authority is to be regarded as the sole expositor of the 
constitution in the last resort; and it may be asked for 
what reason the declaration by the General Assembly, 
supposing it to be theoretically true, could be required 
at the present day, and in so solemn a manner. (n this 
objection it might be observed, first, that there may be 
instances of usurped power which the forms of the con 
stitution would never draw within the control of the ju 

dicial department: secondly, that if the decision of th: 
judiciary be raised above the authority of the sovereign 
parties to the constitution, the decisions of the other de- 
partments, not carried by the forms of the constitution 
before the judiciary, must be equally authoritative and 
final with the decision of that department. But the pro 
per answer to this objection is, that the resolution of the 
Gencral Assembly relates to those great and extraord 
nary cases in which all the forms of the constitution may 
prove ineffectual against infractions dangerous to the es- 
sential rights of the parties to it. The resolution sup- 
poses that dangerous powers, not delegated, may not only 
be usurped and exercised by the other departments, but 
that the judicial department, also, may exercise or sanc 
{tion dangerous powers beyond the grant of the constitu 
ition; and, consequently, that the ultimate right of the 
parties to the constitution to judge whether the compact 
has been dangerously violated, must extend to violations 
by one delegated authority as well as by another; by the 
judiciary as well as by the executive or the legislative. 
However true, therefore, it may be, that the judicial de- 
partment is, in all questions submitted to it by the forms 
of the constitution, to decide in the last resort, this resort 
must necessarily be deemed the last in relation to the av- 
ithorities of the other departments of the Government 


ers of the Federal Government as resulting from the com-j not in relation to the rights of the parties te the const! 
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tional compact, from which the judicial as well as the 
other departments hold their delegated trusts. On any 


other hypothesis, the delegation of judicial power would | 
annul the authority delegating it; and the concurrence of 


this department with the others, in usurped powers, might 


subvert forever, gnd beyond the possible reach of any) 
rightful remedy, the very constitution which all were in-| 


stituted to preserve.” 

Mr. D. regretted the necessity of reading so long a pas- 
sage to the House, but the reasoning which it contained 
appeared to him to be so forcible and conclusive, that he 
could not refrain from calling their earnest attention to it. 
If, then, this constitution was a compact, the new doctrine 
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have now to state our conviction that we were wrong, 
and the South Carolinians right, as to Mr. Jefferson’s opi- 


aions. A small manuscript book has been found among 
his papers, which, with other articles, contains two co- 
pies, in his own handwriting, that appear to have been 
the originals of the Kentucky resolutions.” 

This doctrine is objected to by many worthy and pa- 


triotic citizens, on the ground that, thereby, one State 


would have the power of thwarting the operation of the 
remaining twenty-three States of the Union; but he asked 
them if the same objection would not possess infinitely 
more force by applying the doctrine to the case of the 
seven judges of the Supreme Court of the United States 


that it was a compact of the people in their aggregate | being authorized to control and thwart the operations of 
character, would require, for its adoption, the assent of all the twenty-four States; for sach would be the case in 
every individual of the United States; for no man can be| the event of rendering that court the final arbiter of the 


bound hy a compact to which he has not given his assent.| Constitutionality of the laws. 


The Kentucky resolutions of 1799 maintain the same 


Mr. D. said he had thus shown that nullification was 


positions with Virginia, and contend for the same doctrines} not of the growth of South Carolina. It did not owe its 


as the rightful interpretation of the constitution. 
Legislature of that State solemnly resolved, 

‘That the principles and construction contended for 
by sundry of the State Legislatures, that the General Go. 
vernment is the exclusive judge of the extent of the pow- 
ers delegated to it, stop nothing short of despotism, since 
the discretion of those who administer the Government, 
and not the constitution, would be the measure of their 
powers; that the several States who formed that instru- 
ment, being sovereign and independent, have the unques- 
tionable right to judge of the infraction; and that a nulli- 
fication, by those sovereignties, of all unauthorized acts 
done under color of that instrument, is the rightful 
remedy.” 

These resolutions were draughted by the sage of Monti- 
cello, Thomas Jefferson. The original draught, which is 
extant, in his own handwriting, contains these words: 

** Whenever the General Government assumes undele- 
gated power, its acts are unauthoritative, void, and of no 
force; that to this compact each State acceded, as a State, 
and isan integral party; that this Government, created by 
this compact, was not made the exclusive or final judge of 
the extent of the powers delegated to itself, since that 
would have made its discretion, and not the constitution, the 


The| birth to the politicians of that State. 


The very term by 
which it is designated was selected by Mr. Jefferson him- 
self; Mr. Jefferson was the father of nullification. Vir- 
ginia was a nullifying State; Kentucky was a nullifying 
State; Georgia was a nullifying State; Pennsylvania was 
a nullifying State; and, indeed, every republican State in 
this Union has, in its turn, recognised and maintained the 
doctrine of nullification. The federal party have always 
opposed it. Why was it, then, that South Carolina was 
denounced for maintaining the same doctrine? Was it be- 
cause President Jackson had drawn around him a federal 
cabinet who are secking to instil their principles into the 
minds of the American people under the popularity of 
his name? ‘The same attempt was made formerly by the 
federal party, and the same use was then made of Gene- 
ral Washington’s name and popularity. The recent pro- 
clamation contains not only ultra-federal doctrines, but 
the very principles of monarchy itself; and the practice 
of the administration appears to be in perfect accordance 
with the principles which it lays down. That instrument 
goes to place the sole and ultimate right of judging of the 
constitutionality of the laws, and of the expediency and 
mode of their enforcement, in the Executive head. The 
monarchy of no country in Europe can go further. It em- 


measure of its powers; but that, as in all other compacts] bodies the principle contained in the expression of Louis 


among parties having no common judge, each party has 
an equal right to judge for itself, as well of infractions as 
of the mode and measure of redress.” 

Mr. D. said, that this doctrine of nullification originated 
with Thomas Jefferson, is admitted by one who professes 
to be the ardent admirer of that great man, but who, at 
the same time, opposes nullification-—Mr. ‘Thomas Ritchie, 
of Richmond, Virginia. In the Richmond Enquirer, of 
March 13, 1832, this consistent gentleman says: 

‘*NULLIFICATION--AN ERROR cornnECTED.-—We have 
come before the public to correct an error into which we 
have betrayedthem. Some of the politicians of South Caro- 
lina had maintained the opinion that Mr. Jefferson was 
not only the friend, but the father of the doctrine of nul- 
lification; and their principal argument was, that he was 
the author of the Kentucky reselutions of 1799, as well 
as those of 1798, and that, in those of 1799, isto be found 
the memorable passage, that ‘The several States who 
formed that instrument, being sovereign and independent, 


have the unquestionable right to judge of its infractions;|on the American colonies. 
and that a nullification, by these sovereignties, of all un-| 


authorized acts, done under color of that instrument, is 
the rightful remedy.’ 

** We had a great curiosity to ascertain the truth of this 
opinion. 


right politicians of South Carolina. 





| State.” 


We hunted up all the facts that were within | 
our reach; weighed them as impartially as we could; and| 
we arrived at a different conclusion from that of the State | 
We expressed our} 
Opinion in the Enquirer of the 30th September last. We} 


the Fourteenth, who, to a remonstrance made against 
some public act injurious to the State, replied, ‘*I am the 
The President, in his proclamation, directs a 
sovereign State to retrace its steps; to expunge a part of its 
constitution; and, us he expresses it, ‘*to snatch from its 
archives the disorganizing edict;” meaning, thereby, that 
ordinance which, in a convention of the people, had been 
declared a portion of the constitution of their State. 

Mr. D. said that, to show a similarity of this measure 
to some of those attempted by the King of England to- 
wards the American colonies, and which led to that con- 
dition of affairs that precipitated our revolution; to show 
that this was a power only to be claimed by Kings, and 
never to be submitted to by a free people, he would read 
them one or two passages concerning a matter bearing a 
striking resemblance to this ukase of the President. 

On the 11th of February, 1768, the General Assembly 
of Massachusetts drew up a circular letter in opposition to 
an act of the British Parliament, imposing duties and taxes 
This circular gave great of- 
fence to his Majesty the King, and he, forthwith, through 
one of his cabinet ministers, Lord Hillsborough, wrote to 
Bernard, the Royal Governor of Massachusetts, stating 
that the proceedings which gave rise to the circular letter 
were unfair, contrary to the real sense of the country, and 
procured by surprise; and instructing him, ‘so soon as 
the general court is again assembled, to require of the 
House of Representatives, in his Majesty’s name, to re- 
scind the resolution which gave birth tothe circular letter 
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from Mr. Speaker, (of the Massachusetts House of Repre- 
sen‘atives,] and to declare their disapprobation of, and 
dissent to, that rash and hasty proceeding.” 

It might not be inapplicable to state here, said Mr. D., 
the opinion of the Massachusetts colonial Legislature on 
the introduction into Boston of a military force to aid in, 
or to secure the collection of, the revenue. On Governor 
Bernard’s sending a message, calling for an appropriation 
on account of the subsistence and quartering of the sol- 
diers, the House of Representatives ‘* Resolved, That the 
establishment of a standing army in this colony, in time of 
peace, is an invasion of natural rights; that a standing 
army is not known asa part of the British constitution; 
that sending an armed force into the colony, under pre- 
tence of assisting the civil authority, is highly dangerous 
to the people, unprecedented, and unconstitutional.” 

Now what, he would ask, had been the conduct of the 
President towards South Carolina? He first despatches to 
that State the regular troops, and then issues a proclama- 
tion denouncing those most prominent in the democratic 
party of the State as knaves, and the other members of 
that party as fools. He threatens the people with mili- 
tary execution if they should persist in withholding obe- 
dience to laws which their own Legislature, and they 
themselves, in their sovereign character, as assembled in 
convention, had declared to be unconstitutional. This 
Was unjust, unnatural, and unprecedented in this coun- 
try. 

The message of the President to Congress, at the com 
meucement of the present session, was calculated to allay 
all irritation, and obviate all difficulties; and it would have 
had that effect if he could have relied upon it; but, as if 
fearful that all difficulty should be removed, and peace 
and harmony restored to the country, the proclamation 
follows the message in the short space of seven days— 


before the message could possibly have been read through-| 


out South Carolina. 

It has been a source of crimination by many, that that 
State should have put herself in an attitude of defence 
against the attacks of the regular army. This was what 
every man ought to have expected, self-preservation be- 
ing the first law of nature. On this ground, the very bill 
now before the House had been attempted to be justified 
by its advocates. The same ground, Mr. D. said, in con- 
tinuation of his argument, was assumed by Lord North to 
justify the Boston port bill. That minister, who had 
moved the repeal of the obnoxious port duties of 1767, 
with the exception of the duty on tea, being strongly 
urged by the members in opposition not to retain the con 
tention when he relinquished the revenue, replied: ‘* Has 
the repeal of the stamp act taught the Americans obedi- 
ence? Has our lenity inspired them with moderation? 
Can it be proper, while they deny our legal power to tax 
them, to acquiesce in the argument of illegality, and, by 
the repeal of the whole Jaw, to give up that power? No; 
the properest time to exert our right of taxation is when 
the right is refused. ‘To temporize is to yield; and the 
authority of the mother country, if it is now unsupported, 
will, in reality, be relinquished forever. <A total repeal 
cannot be thought of till America is prostrate at our 
feet.” 

Such were the remarks of Lord North, and of such a 
character have been the remarks of many of those who 
advocate the passage of this bill, and object to the adop- 
tion of any conciliatory measures until South Carolina shall 
have been humbled. This tone of regal insolence, assum- 
ed by Lord North, was brought down by the spirit of 
freedom which, at that time, animated the bosoms of free- 
men, and taught them to disdain the threats of royal ven- 
geance. Freemen are not to de intimidated by the indig- 
nant frowns of Executive displeasure, or conquered by 
mercenary soldiers. The excitement will subside, and 
the people whose interest is the good of the country, will 
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then decide this all-absorbing question; they will investi. 
gate the republican doctrines of ’98 and ’99, and deter. 
mine to what extent Virginia and Kentucky were nullify. 
ing States, and whether Jefferson, Madison, and even 
Andrew Jackson himself, were not nullifiers, in the strict. 
est sense of the term. ‘To the people, in whom resides 
all sovereign power—to the sovereign people of each 
State, let the question be submitted, and let their decision 
be abided by by all. 

Mr. D. said that he must be indulged in one or two 
parting remarks. The subject before them was not to 
be dismissed or disposed of lightly or unadvisedly; it was 
| one of an awful and asvlemn nature. ‘The bill might, in 
its results, and in the consequences which would probs. 
| bly follow an enforcement of its enactments, and an esta- 
blishment of its principles, as forming the rule of action of 
the Government of the United States, involve the exist. 
ence of that Government. The Government which had 


| been formed was intended by its founders to last for ages, 
| and whenever the principles of compromise which called 


| 


it into being shall be abandoned and forgotten, and the 
principle of forbearance departed from, it must perish 
with them, and be resolved into its original elements. It 
was under this deep and painful impression that he invok- 
ed them, by every association that eould bind a man to 
his country, to pause, and weigh in their own minds, as 
they woukl have to answer to those who had reposed the 
most sacred of all trusts in their hands, the consequences 
of passing this bill. It was not for him to say what those 
consequences would be. 

Mr. D. concluded a quarter before 12 o’clock. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Virginia, after a few remarks, demanded 
the previous question; but withdrew his motion at the re- 
| quest of Mr. CARSON, of North Carolina, who, under a 
| promise to renew the motion, made an explanation in re- 
ference to something which had been said by Mr. Day- 
1rL. He then, according to promise, renewed the motion 
for the previous question. 

Mr. LEWIS moved an adjournment. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. CLAYTON wished Mr. Crate to withdraw his mo- 
tion for the previous question, to allow him to explain; 
but Mr. CRAIG declining to do so, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said he had an amendment or two to 
offer. He was called to order, as the motion for the 
previous question was not debateable. 

The demand for the previous question was secon 
Yeas 103. 

The previous question was then put, as follows: ‘Shall 
the main question now be put?” 

A call of the House was moved, but negatived. 

The previous question was then carried by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Anderson, Appleton, Ashley, Banks, N. Barber, Barstow, 
Isaac C. Bates, James Bates, Beardsley, Bell, Bergen, 
James Blair, John Blair, Boon, Bouck, Briggs, John 
Brodhead, John C. Brodhead, Bucher, Bullard, Burd 
Cambreleng, Carr, Chandler, E. Cooke, Bates Cooke, 
Corwin, Craig, Crane, Crawford, John Davis, Dearborn, 
Dickson, Doubleday, Draper, Joshua Evans, Edward 
Everett, Findlay, Fitzgerald, Ford, Grennell, ‘Thomas I. 
Hall, William Hall, Hiland Hall, Harper, Hawkins, Hies- 
ter, Hodges, Hoffman, Hogan, Holland, Horn, Howard, 
iHlubbard, Huntington, lhric, Irvin, Isacks, Jarvis, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, J. Johnson, Kavanagh, Kendall, Ken- 
non, John King, Henry King, Lansing, Leavitt, Le- 
compte, Lyon, Mann, Maxwell, Wm. McCoy, McKen- 
nan, Mercer, Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Pierson, Pitcher, Polk, Potts, John Reed, 
Edward C. Reed, Sewall, Smith, Speight, Standifer, 
Stephens, Stewart, Storrs, Sutherland, Taylor, Fras. 
Thomas, Philemon Thomas, John ‘Thomson, Tompkins, 
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Tracy, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Campbell P. White, | commit it into the hands of the majority. It was plain 
Edward D. White, Worthington, Young.--110. ro the bill must pass. He should have liked to address 
NAYS.-—Messrs. Alexander, Robert Allen, Arnold, | 4 few remarks to the House, but he was not solicitous 
Barnwell, Barringer, Bouldin, Carson, Chinn, Claiborne, | on the subject, because there was another way of reach- 
Clayton, Coke, Connor, Coulter, Creighton, Daniel, Da-| ing the public than by speeches in that House. 
yenport, W. R. Davis, Denny, George Evans, Horace Mr. CARSON said he should resign the bill to the 
Everett, Felder, Gordon, Griffin, Letcher, Lewis, Ma-| Majority. ‘ 
son, Marshall, Robert McCoy, McIntire, McKay, Milli- Mr. POLK thought it would be better to delay the 
gan, Newnan, Newton, Nuckells, Patton, Plummer, third reading of the bill until the House was fuller. 
Roane, Root, Russel, Wiley Thompson, Verplanck, Wat- Mr. BOULDIN said there could be no need to post- 
mough, Wheeler, Elisha Whittlesey, Wickliffe. —44. pone, unless those opposed to the bill could be heard. 
So the House determined that the main question should| He had no other word to say, whether the bill pass to- 
now be put. night or to-morrow; it was the same thing to the part of 
The main question was accordingly put--‘ Shall the the country he represented; but he ought to be allowed 
bill be ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time?) to declare their sentiments before it became a law. 
and determined as follows: Mr. BEARDSLEY pressed the question to-night: the 
YEAS.--Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, | House had no time to hear further debate. 
Anderson, Appleton, Ashley, Banks, Noyes Barber,| . Mr. CRAIG said he was conscientious in voting for the 
Barringer, Barstow, Isaac C. Bates, James Bates, Beards-| bill; but he should do so without knowing how his con- 
ley, Bell, Bergen, James Blair, John Blair, Boon, Bouck, | stituents viewed it. : 
Briggs, John Brodhead, John C. Brodhead, Bucher, Bul- _Mr. LYON thought it would be _better to read the 
lard, Cambreleng, Carr, Chandler, Eleutheros Cooke, bill now: and he would, in the morning, move the pre- 
Bates Cooke, Corwin, Craig, Crane, Crawford, Creigh-| vious question, when all would record their votes. 
ton, John Davis, Dayan, Dearborn, Denny, Dickson, Mr. COKE said the indications of the will of the House 
Doubleday, Draper, George Evans, Joshua Evans, Ed- that the bill should pass without hearing the views of the 
ward Everett, Horace Everett, Findlay, Fitzgerald, Ford, minority were so decided that he should not oppose it: 
Grennell, William Hall, Hiland Hall, Harper, Hawkins, |but he should prefer delivering his views. | 
Hiester, Hodges, Hoffman, Hogan, Holland, Horn, How- Mr. POLK inquired whether, if the bill should be or- 
ard, Hubbard, Huntington, thrice, Irvin, Isacks, Jarvis, dered to the third reading, and then the previous ques- 
R. M. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Kavanagh, Kendall, tion should be called, the bill would be the first in order 
Kennon, John King, Henry King, Lansing, Leavitt, Le-|!" the morning. aw 3h, ‘ 
compte, Letcher, Lyon, Mann, Marshall, Maxwell, Wm.| The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. y 
McCoy, McIntire, McKay, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan,| Mr. FOSTER moved an adjournment; which was ne- 
Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Newton, Pearce, Pendle-|§atived without acount. ' 
ton, Pierson, Pitcher, Polk, Potts, John Reed, Edward|, The question was at length put on deferring the read- 
C.Reed, Russel, Sewall, Slade, Smith, Southard, Speight, |!" of the bill until to-morrow, and decided in the nega- 
Standifer, Stephens, Stewart, Storrs, Sutherland, Tay- tive without a count. 
lor, Franeis Thomas, Philemon Thomas, John Thomson,| The question was thereupon put on reading the bill 
Tompkins, Tracy, Verplanck, Ward, Wardwell, Wat-|?OW- : ey Bix i : 
mough, Wayne, Wilkin, Elisha Whittlesey, Campbell P. |. Mr. BEARDSLEY moved the previous question: and 
White, Edward D. White, Worthington, Young.--126. |! was seconded by & majorily of the House. 
NAYS.—Messrs. Alexander, Robert Allen, Archer, Mr. WICKLIFFE inquired whether the SPEAKER 
Arnold, Barnwell, Bouldin, Carson, Chinn, Claiborne, |CoUld recognise the motion for the previous question as 
Clayton, Coke, Connor, Coulter, Daniel, Davenport, |!" order, before the bill had ever been read at all. 
Warren R. Davis, Felder, Foster, Gordon, Griffin, Tho-| ‘The SPEAKER referred to the journal to prove that 
mas H. Hall, Lewis, Mason, Robert McCoy, Newnan, the billhad been twice read. : 
Nuckolls, Patton, Plummer, Roane, Root, Wiley ‘Thomp- The CHAIR then inquired whether any member wish- 
son, Wheeler, Wickliffe. —34. 7 ed the reading of the bill; if they did, it should be 
Mr. BELL moved that the bill have its third reading | "ead. ! i . 
now. Mr. WICKLIFFE again made his question of order, 
Mr. CARSON remonstrated, ¢ ‘ : . ow, |2nd insistec that the previous question could not have 
Mr. LEWIS iT ated renee eee |been in order till the bill had been read through, as the 
Mr. GORDON opposed the third reading at this time, | House had ordered. 
on account of the absence of many gentlemen who wished | The CHAIR decided that the bill must first be read. 
to record their names against it. He wished, himself, to |!t was then read through at the Clerk’s table. 
offer some remarks upon the bill. | {It was now one o’clock in the morning. } 
Mr. DAVIS, of South Carolina, said he had been anx- _The question being propounded on the passage of the 
ious to address the House, and would, if it were the wish bill, - 2 , ‘ 
of the House, occupy about twenty minutes. But he | Mr. BEARDSLEY moved the previous question-—it 
could not ask it. Were hea mere demagogue, he would | ¥@ seconded, put, and carried by veas and nays, as fol- 
wish no greater advantage than to have the bill thus dri-| lows: Yeas 111, nays 40. 
ven through the House. | The House then adjourned at about half past one. 
Mr. FOSTER moved an adjournment, but withdrew 
his motion. 
Mr. WARD said a few words, proposing a course to be 
adopted. 
_Mr. WICKLIFFE said he never had known the pre-| Mr. VERPLANCK, under instruction from the Com- 
vious question called on a bill which had never been| mittee of Ways and Means, made the following report: 
read, either in the House or in committee. The Committee of Ways and Means report: That, 
_ Mr. LETCHER remonstrated against proceeding at|among the subjects referred to the Committee of Ways 
this time, as the bill was completely in the power of the}and Means, at an early period of the session, were the 
House, and its passage could not be prevented. transactions of the Bank of the United States, in relation 
Mr. COULTER hoped those opposed to the bill would!to the payment of a portion of the public debt; and the 
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inquiry into the present pecuniary and financial state and 
management of the institution. 

The arrangement made by the bank for a temporary 
postponement, with the consent of the holders, of the pay- 
ment of five millions of the three per cent. debt, being 
now substantially closed by the surrender to the Govern- 
ment of the certificates ofstock, except for a small amount, 
and the whole debt itself having been liquidated, so far 
as respects the Government, at an earlier period than it 
is probable it would otherwise have been, this question 
seems no longer to present any important or practicable 
object of inquiry, or to call for or admit any action of 
Congress upon it. 

The committee have examined several of the directors 
on this subject, as well as upon other points connected 
with the management of the institution. Their testimony 
is herewith submitted, and the committee specially refer 
to the evidence of Mr. Bevan and Mr. Eyre as explana- 
tory of the history and motives of this transaction. 

it is due, however, to the Government to express the 
opinion, that, in the arrangement made by the bank agent 
in England for the purchase of the three per cent. stock, 
and the detent on of the certificates, (which measures 
were afterwards disclaimed by the bank,) the bank ex- 
ceeded its legitimate authority, and that this proceeding 
had no sufficient warrant in the correspondence of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The inquiry into the present condition of the bank, the 
general character of its business, and the soundness of| 
its capital, isa subject of much greater interest and im- 
portance, since it involves not only the question of the 
safety of the public deposites, but the value of the large 
amount of stock held by Government, and the still ae 
momentous considerations of the soundness of a large por- 
tion of our currency, and the consequent security or inse- 
curity of the domestic exchanges and commerce of the 
country. 

The President, in his message to Congress at the open- 
ing of the present session, informed them that such 
measures as were within the reach of the Secretary of the 
Treasury had been taken to enable him to judge whether 
the public deposites in the Bank of the United States 
were entirely safe; but, as his limited power might prove 
insufficient to that object,” the President recommended 
the subject to Congress, as particularly worthy of their 
investigation. 

Since that period, the report of the agent appointed by 
Government for this examination, has been communicated 
to Congress, and referred to this committee. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means have also received from the 
directors of the bank a report on the principal points of 
its administration and its present state, prepared by the 
exchange committee of the bank, and adopted by the 
board of directors. 

The importance of the statements and results, contain- 
ed in that report, induced the Committee of Ways and 
Means, in the course of the examination of the directors 
composing the exchange committee, to require their at- 
testation, under oath, to the facts and statements of that 
paper, as distinguished from its opinions and arguments. 
‘his was done very fully. The same, and other direc- 
tors, (two of whom had heretofore been Government 
directors, one under the present, and one under two for- 
mer administrations,) in reply to various interrogatories, 
stated, as will be seen in the evidence herewith sub- 
mitted, the means at the command of the board of direc- 
tors, or any member of it, for distinctly knowing the 
operations of the several branches, and the character of 
the paper discounted at them, together with their own 
opinion, drawn from these sources, of the general safety 
of such paper. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have to regret that 
the constant and daily pressure of the various duties 
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which have devolved upon them, during this short ang 
laborious session, did not permit a more full examing. 
tion of the concerns of the institution. If, however, 
in the entire absence of any evidence calculated to re. 
fute, or, in any way, impeach, that which is before 
the committee, the statements and opinions of the trea. 
sury agent, selected by the treasury to examine the con. 
dition of the bank; those of several of the present direc. 
tors, men of character and intelligence, long conversant 
with accounts and banking business; the official returns 
of the bank itself, and the report of its principal com. 
mittee, attested to under oath; if all these can be relied 
upon, as furnishing satisfactory information on the pre. 
sent state and pecuniary means of the institution, the fol- 
lowing results will appear: 

First. The directors of the bank at Philadelphia receive 
from the boards of their branches frequent, regular, 
and minute returns of the paper discounted by them. 
These returns, together with the separate correspondence 
of the cashiers of the several branches, afford such infor. 
mation of all the business of those branches as to enable 
the board of the mother bank, or any single director who 
may wish to inquire into it, to ascertain the character of 
the business of those branches: as, for instance, whether 
the mass of paper discounted be founded on ordinary 
commercial transactions, and ‘to be paid from their pro- 
ceeds when at maturity, or whether any considerable pro- 
portion of it consists of what is called accommodation pa- 
per, regularly renewed. ‘They can know, in like manner, 
whether the domestic bills of exchange, purchased at the 
branches, arise out of business transactions, and to be paid 
when at maturity, or whether they are mere accommods- 
tion paper in another form, to be repeatedly renewed by 
drawing and redrawing between distant offices. 

Second. These returns, together with the reports of the 
boards of the several branches, upon whose character and 
judgment they place great reliance, form the ground 
upon which the directors have stated, under oath, their 
full confidence that the mass of paper discounted by the 
bank and ite branches, and detailed as active debt in 
their statement, is safe. On this, they believe, no serious 
loss need be apprehended. The dishonored paper held 
by the bank is stated to be returned as doubtful or sus 
pended paper, and to be estimated not at its nominal but 
atits presumedactual value. The realestate of the bank is, 
in like manner, valued, not at cost, but on estimates found- 
ed on frequently renewed appraisals of the probable mar- 
ket value. They depose that, to the best of their know- 
ledge and belief, the whole amount, with inconsiderable 
exceptions, ifany, of domestic bills of exchange purchased 
by the bank and its offices, is regular business paper, 
founded upon the agricultural exports and commercial 
imports of the country; and that by far the greatest por- 
tion (probably nine-tenths) of the notes discounted is of 
the same character. They also assert, with much con 
fidence, that most of their accommodation notes are well 
secured, and form, in fact, the safest investment of the 
bank. 

The inquiries respecting the amount of accommodatio! 
paper were made to ascertain the character of the gene- 
ral business transactions of the bank; and not because the 
committee believed that accommodation paper, discount- 
ed to a great extent, would necessarily endanger the soli- 
dity of any moneyed institution. Such paper may fre- 
quently be as safe, and such loans as useful, as any. Bu! 
it is certain that, when moneyed institutions are ina hol- 
low and unsound state, it commonly arises from the cap'- 
tal having been invested in doubtful paper of this descrip- 
tion. The very fact, therefore, of the discounts of a bank 
being principally applied to the ordinary business paper 
of an active commercial community, will show, that, al- 
lowing for only ordinary judgment and integrity in the 
selection of stich paper, nothing short of some geners! 
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ja surplus, which would meet the loss of about one-third 


of the local Western debt, without impairing the original 


Third. In general corroboration of their statements on! capital of the bank. 


this point, as well as of their opinions of the security of 
the bank debt, the directors appeal—1. To the fact of the 

at fluctuation of the exchange business, at the same 
points, at different periods, corresponding with the pe- 
riods of the shipments of agricultural produce in the 
West; as, for instance, at Nashville, within three months 
in 1831, from $366,000 to $1,062,000. And again, at 
the same place, in 1832, within about a half a year, 
from $2,760,000 down to $503,000. 2. That of the easy 
reduction, during the last year, of about one-eighth of the 
whole amount of the bank debt throughout the Union, 
and specially to the amount reduced in the Western offi- 
ces. Sd. To the very small amount of losses which have 
occurred for some time past in those offices, and to the fa- 
cility with which, in addition to the aggregate reduction 
of loans there, a very considerable proportion of the local 
debt, on promissory notes, has been converted into the 
more secure and manageable form of domestic bills of 
exchange. 

If these statements, and this evidence, can be relied 
upon, the available and secure resources of the bank 
amounted, on the Ist of January last, to eighty million 
eight hundred and sixty-five thousand dollars, whilst ail 
the claims against it, for bills, debts, and deposites, in- 
cluding those of the Government, and for the redemption 
of the public debt, were but $37,800,000, leaving about 
forty-three millions as a guaranty to the nation against 
any losses. For as the whole amount of debts, bills, and 
deposites, must be paid before the stockholders, the 
whole capital and the surplus must be considered as a 
pledge for the debts due to individuals and the Govern- 
ment. As the capital consists of thirty-five millions of dol- 
lars, it would appear, from this statement, that the bank 


} 
had earned, and then possessed, a surplus of twenty-two 


per cent. above the amount of its capital. Whether that 
surplus could or could not be realized at a final winding 
up of the bank, is a subject only interesting to the buyers, 
sellers, and holders of stock. The single point of view 


in which it is important to the nation, is in regard to its} 
bearing on the healthy state of the bank, and the conse-| 


quent safety of the public deposites, and the sound state 
of the currency. For these objects, it is sufficient to in- 


quire whether this surplus does or does not afford a suf-} 


ficient guaranty that the original capital of $35,000,000 
is unimpaired. 

The whole amount of bills and paper held by the bank 
on the Ist of January last was $61,695,000; of which 
$8,246,000 is stated to be the local debt of the Western 
States; leaving $55,749,000 as the debt of the Atlantic 
commercial cities, and that in the shape of domestic bills, 
between them and the interior. There seems no reason 
to doubt that the paper of the description last mentioned 
is of the same general character as that of other city 
banks, managed with ordinary discretion. Now, it is 
well known, that, in our great cities, business paper is 


stability, and wealth, for a del credere commission of two 
and a half per cent. On much of the better class of pa- 
per, and in some of our Northern cities, upon most of it, 
the ordinary charge is much less: but a greater propor. 
tion of loss than this ought certainly not to occur in a well 


managed city bank, where the judgment and information | 


of a board of directors is combined with that of its offi- 
cers. In point of fact, it is believed that two and a half 
per cent. on their discounted paper actually exceeds the 
losses of prudently managed institutions in our cities. 
But, allowing the loss on the Atlantic and commercial 
debt to reach four times that amount, say ten per cert. 


The committee do not mean to be understood as assert- 
ing their belief that the Western debt is more hazardous 
than that in any other part of the Union. The bank di- 
rectors express their conviction that it is not so; and the 
agent appointed by the treasury does not hesitate to say 
**that he considers that debt in a safe and wholesome 
state, and that a greater amount of loss need not be ap- 
prehended from it, than from a similar mass distributed 
in the cities of the Atlantic frontier.” But this estimate 
has been made, because the extent of the Western trans- 
actions of the bank has been mentioned as one of the sub- 
jects peculiarly calling for investigation. 

These general views of the situation of the bank, and 
the consequent safety of its depositors and bill holders, de- 
rive strong confirmation from the fact of the large pro- 
portion of the specie in the country, which is held by the 
bank. It appears, from official documents, of unques- 
tionable authority, that the specie, actually in the vaults 
of the Bank of the United States, is within one-tenth of 
the amount held by all the other banks in the Union, 
whilst its circulation of paper is but one-fourth of the ag- 
gregate of theirs. In other words, the Bank of the United 
States has above nine millions of specie, with a circulation 
of notes to the amount of seventeen millions and a half: 
whilst the aggregate of all the other banks, with specie 
in their vaults but a little above ten millions, have a cir- 
culation of sixty-eight millions of bank paper. 

If, then, the evidence herewith submitted can be rfe- 
lied upon, which it is for the House to judge of, there can 
be no doubt of the entire soundness of the whole bank 
capital, after meeting all demands upon it, either by its 
bill holders or the Government; and such is the opinion 
of the committee, who feel great confidence in the well 
known character and intelligence of the directors whose 
testimony supports the facts above stated. 

The committee conclude by respectfully recommend- 
ing the adoption of the following resolution: 

‘© Resolved, That the Government deposites may, in the 
opinion of the House, be safely continued in the Bank of 
the United States.” 

The report was accompanied by sundry documents. 

Mr. WATMOUGH moved the printing of 10,000 extra 
copies of the report and documents; which was agreed 
to, (Mr. Hor, who had objected to the motion, having 
withdrawn his objection. ) 

Mr. POLK then made a report from the minority (three 
members) of the committee, of which the same number 
was ordered to be printed. 

DOUBTFUL POWERS. 
Mr. DANIEL, from the select committee to which 





was referred so much of the President’s message as re- 
lated to the exercise of doubtful powers, made a verbal 


-| report, stating that there was not a single point on which 


|the committee could agree; and he had therefore been 


constantly guarantied by commercial houses of prudence | directed to move that the committce be discharged from 
gus y wes Be “nce, 


|the further consideration of the subject; which was, af- 
ter some jocular conversation, agreed to. 

TARIFF REPORT. 
| The question recurring on the motion heretofore made, 
|to print the report from the minority of the Committee 
on Manufactures, 

Mr. ADAMS said that he should have been glad to 
| have made some reply to the remarks of Mr. Horrmay, 
| merely to satisfy the House that there had been no unfair- 
}ness on the part of the minority. The report was not a 
| speech, as the gentleman had intimated, but a report, 
| signed by those members who had agreed to it. But, on 


then $5,370,000 of the surplus, would be an ample gua-| account of the preciousness of time, he should be content 


ranty against such loss, 


This would leave $2,680,000 as] with having the question taken by yeas and nays. 
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Mr. HOFFMAN concurred. He had early meant to 
say that the paper, though in the form of a report, was, 
in fact, little different from a speech. 

Mr. BARBOUR said that though there was scarcely a 
position in the report to which he agreed, he hoped it 
would be printed. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and the printing 
was ordered: Yeas 93, nays 58. 


COLLECTION BILL. 


The bill from the Senate further to provide for the col- 
lection of duties on imports came up on its final passage, 
and was decided as follows: 

YEAS.--Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Allison, Anderson, Appleton, Armstrong, Ashley, Banks, 
Noyes Barber, Barringer, Barstow, Isaac C. Bates, Janes 
Bates, Beardsley, Bell, Bergen, Bethune, James Blair, 
John Blair, Bouck, Briggs, John Brodhead, John C. 
Brodhead, Bucher, Bullard, Burd, Burges, Cahoon, Cam- 
breleng, Carr, Chandler, Choate, Collier, Eleutheros 
Cooke, Bates Cooke, Corwin, Craig, Crane, Crawford, 
Creighton, John Davis, Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, Dick- 
son, Doubleday, Drayton, Draper, Ellsworth, George 
Evans, Joshua Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, 
Findlay, Fitzgerald, Ford, Gilmore, Grennell, William 
Hall, Hiland Hall, Harper, Hawkins, Hiester, Hodges, 
Hoffman, Hogan, Holland, Horn, Howard, Hubbard, 
Huntington, Ihrie, Ingersoll, Irvin, Isacks, Jarvis, Jenifer, 
Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Kavanagh, Ken- 
dall, Adam King, John King, Henry King, Kerr, Lansing, 
Leavitt, Lecompte, Letcher, Lyon, Mann, Marshall, Max- 
well, McCarty, Wm. McCoy, Mclintire, McKay, McKen- 
nan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Nelson, 
Newton, Pearce, Penlleton, Pierson, Pitcher, Polk, 
Potts, Randolph, John Reed, Edward C. Reed, Russel, 
Semmes, Sewall, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Slade, Smith, Soule, Speight, Standifer, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Sutherland, Taylor, Frarcis Thomas, 
Philemon Thomas, John Thomson, Tompkins, Tracy, 
Verplanck, Vinton, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Wat- 
mough, Wayne, Wilkin, Elisha Whittlesey, Frederick 
Whittlesey, Campbell P. White, Edward D. White, Wil 
liams, Worthington, Young.—149. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Alexander, Robert Allen, Archer, 
Arnold, Babcock, John S. Barbour, Barnwell, Bouldin, 
Carson, Chinn, Claiborne, Clay, Clayton, Coke, Connor, 
Cooper, Coulter, Daniel, Davenport, Warren R. Davis, 
Felder, Foster, Gaither, Gordon, Griffin, ‘Thomas H. 
Hall, Hawes, Hughes, Cave Johnson, Lamar, Lewis, Mar- 
dis, Mason, McDuffie, Newnan, Nuckolls, Patton, Plum- 
mer, Rencher, Roane, Root, Stanbery, Wiley ‘thomp- 
son, Weeks, Wheeler, Wickliffe, Wilace.—48. 

So the bill was finally passed. 

‘The question being on its title, 

Mr. McDUFPIE said that he rose to perform a solemn 
duty. The House was about to destroy the rights of the 
States—was about to bury the constitution: he asked the 
poor privilege of writing its epitaph. He then offered an 
amendment to the title of the bill, by striking out its pre- 
sent title, and inserting the following in lieu thereof: 
** An act to subvert the sovereignty of the States of this 
Union, to establish a consolidated Government without 
limitation of powers, and to make the civil subordinate to 
the military power.” 

Mr. WAYNE moved to lay the amendment upon the 
table. 

The CHAIR said the motion was not in order. 

Mr. SPEIGHT demanded the previous question, and 
the call was seconded by the House. 

The yeas and nays were thereupon ordered, and being 
taken, stood as follows: Yeas 150, nays 35. 

So the House determined that the main question should 
now be put. 
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[The main question was on agreeing to the title of the 
bill as it came from the Senate, Mr. McDurrre’s propos. 
ed amendment having been cut off by the affirmative vote 
upon the previous question. } 

The question was accordingly put and carried; and, jn 
the same shape in which it passed the Senate, the bill was 
returned to that body. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the orders of 
the day; and 

Allthe orders of the day were then, by successive mo. 
tions by Mr. WICKLIFFE, postponed to to-morrow, ty. 
til the Land bill was reached; when, on motion of Mr. W., 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, the Sreaxen calling 
Mr. Pox to the chair. > 

Mr. VERPLANCK moved that the committee take up 
some appropriation bills, but the motion was negatived, 
and then, by a decisive majority, took up the bill, from 
the Senate, 


TO DISTRIBUTE THE PROCEEDS OF THE PUR. 
LIC LANDS. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved an amendment, proposing to fix 
the minimum price of the public lands at one dollar; but 
it was rejected without a count. 

An amendment was offered by Mr. DUNCAN to set 
apart twenty per cent. of the value of the public land in 
certain of the new States, before the division of the pro 
ceeds should be made, instead of twelve and a half per 
cent. asin the bill. . But it was negatived. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved to amend the second section 
thereof, by striking out the words which restrict the ap- 
plication of the funds accruing to the several States to 
three specified objects, (internal improvement, education, 
and colonization, ) and to leave it to the States to apply 
the funds in such a manner as the Legislatures thereof 
shall direct. 

The amendment was adopted without a count. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE also added a proviso postponing the 
effect of the bill until the public debt should have been 
paid. 

Mr. PLUMMER proposed to amend the bill so as to 
require the expense of surveys and sales of the public 
lands to be first deducted, before the distribution should 
oe made among the States. Ile made a short speech in 
support of this motion, and 

The question being put, it was negatived. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, moved to amend the bill, so 
as to include Florida in the distribution of the land; but 
it was negatived without a count. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and inserting, 
instead thereof, the two following sections: 

** That, from and after the passage of this act, all the 
lands in the United States which have been offered at 
public sale to the highest bidder, and have remained un- 
sold twenty years or upwards, shall be subject to sale, by 
private entry, at the rate of twenty-five cents per acre; 
those which have been offered in lke manner, and have 
remained unsold fifteen years, and less than twenty years, 
at the rate of fifty cents per acre; those which have been 
offered ia like manner, and have remained unsold ten 
years, and Jess than fifteen years, at the rate of seventy- 
five cents per acre: and those which have been offered 
in like manner, and have remained unsold five years, and 
less than ten years, at the rate of one dollar per acre. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That all the lands 
of the United States which may be hereafter offered at 
public sale, to the highest bidder, and shall have rematn- 
ed unsold five years, and Jess than ten years, shall be sub- 
ject to sale, by private entry, at the rate of one dollar 
per acre; those which shall have remained unsold ten 
years, and less than fifteen years, at the rate of seven'y- 
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five cents per acre; those which shall have remained un. 
sold fifteen years and less than twenty years, at the rate 
of fifty cents per acre; and those which shall have re- 
mained unsold twenty years, or upwards, at the rate of 
twenty-five cents per acre.” 
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Western country, a liberal surrender of a portion of their 
territorial claims;” that in October of the same year they 
passed other resolutions, by which they “fixed condi- 
tions, to which the Union should be bound on receiving 
such cessions;” that they ‘‘ again proposed the same sub- 


Mr. CLAY said that he must appeal to the sense of] ject to those States, in their address of April 18th, 1783, 


justice in the majority of the House, for a right to be 
heard on a subject so deeply interesting to his constituents. 
He did not rise merely for the purpose of consuming time, 
which he knew, at this late hour of the session, to be 
very precious. His object was to present to the House, 
in comparison, the plan contained in the original bill, and 
that developed by the substitute which he had offered, in 
the form of an amendment. He would not, however, 
press the discussion of the subject at this moment, if the 
committee should be disposed to take a recess: he asked 
the House either to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill until to-morrow, or to take a recess; and, in order 
to ascertain its will, he would move that the committee 
now rise. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. SPEIGHT, of North Carolina, now moved that the 
House take a recess for two hours. 

This motion also was negatived: Yeas 29, nays 86. 

Mr. CLAY then again rose, and said he should bow to 
the decision of the House; a decision which accorded! 
well with the purpose which had been so repeatedly | 


wherein, stating the national debt, and expressing their 
reliance for its discharge on the prospect of vacant terri- 
tory,” they renewed their proposals to the States having 
vacant territory. In April, 1784, after reciting the va- 
rious steps which they had before taken, on the same 
subject, they adopted a resolution in the following words, 
which I beg leave to read to the committee: 

«* Resolved, That the same subject be again presented 
to the attention of the said States; that they be urged to 
consider that the war being now brought to a happy ter- 
mination by the nersonal services of our soldiers, the sup- 
plies of property by our citizens, and loans of money 
from them as well as foreigners, these several creditors 
have a right to expect that funds shall be provided, on 
which they may rely for their indemnification; that Con- 
gress still consider vacant territory as an important re- 
source; and that, therefore, the said States be earnestly 
pressed, by immediate and liberal cessions, to forward 
these necessary ends, and to promote the harmony of the 
Union.” 

In this resolution are summed up the motives which in- 


manifested, to drive this bill through, without allowing it! duced Congress to ask--nay, earnestly to press and urge— 
to receive that consideration and discussion which were| the States to cede their vacant territory; to raise the 
so eminently due te a measure of such magnitude. It was| means of discharging the national debt, produced by the 
not necessary for him to advert to his personal debility,! war for liberty and independence, which had been so 
having recently labored under severe indisposition; it was| happily terminated; to refund our citizens, as well as 
not his wish or his purpose to give this subject the go-by;| foreigners, for supplies of property, and loans of money, 
whatever might be his inability, mental or physical, he| which had contributed to that most desirable and glorious 
should endeavor to proceed in the discharge of his duty,| consummation. Congress did not ask cessions of land for 
and would present to this House such views as he might/ local objects, but for those strictly national; the often 
be able to take of this very serious and important subject.| avowed purpose was to improve and strengthen the re- 

My proposition, said Mr. C., is to strike out this bill,| sources of the General Government for national purposes, 
and insert that which has been read to the House. lin which the States called upon to cede had a common 


My amendment, it will be seen, contemplates a reduc- 
tion in the price of land which has been offered at auction 
and remains unsold, and a graduation of the price, in pro- 
portion to the time it has been in market. This brings 
into review the merits of the entire proposition presented 
by the bill. 

{ insist and will maintain that this bill involvesa breach 
of faith, on the part of the General Government, towards| 
the States which have ceded lands to the Union: that it} 
contains more palpable violations of the constitution than 
any measure ever brought into this hall; and, if it were 
free from these vital objections, that the measure it pro-| 
poses is in the highest degree inexpedient, and perpe-| 
trates the most flagrant injustice to the younger members 
of this confederacy. 

I have said, and I repeat, that this bill involves a breach 
of good faith on the part of this Government. I meant! 
that remark to be heard; and its truth will be sustained 
by a recurrence to every act ef cession by which the| 
public domain has become the property of the States in| 
general. Whoever will take the trouble to consult these) 
acts must perceive, that to apply the proceeds of these 
lands as is proposed by the bill before us, would be a| 
plain and palpable violation of the faith of the Govern-| 
ment, and jeopard its character for truth, honor, and| 
justice. 

_ Will gentlemen look back to the inducements to ces- 
sions of their vacant western territory, which were held 





interest. Those repeated, pressing, and urgent appli- 
cations to the States at length prevailed; and it is only 
necessary to examine the terms recited in the various 
acts of cession, to be satisfied that they surrendered 
their vacant lands only for the desirable purposes pro- 
posed. 

Virginia stipulated, in her act of cession, ‘* that all the 
lands within the territory so ceded to the United Ststes, 
and not reserved for, or appropriated to, any of the be- 
fore mentioned purposes, (that is, grants to certain troops 
and citizens of her own,) or disposed of in bounties to the 
officers and soldiers of the American army, shall be con- 
sidered a common fund, for the use and benefit of such 
of the United States as have become, or shall become, 
members of the confederation or federal alliance of the 
said States, Virginia inclusive,” &c. 

Georgia, in her act of cession, declared ‘* that all the 
land ceded, &c. be considered a common fund, for the 
use and benefit of the United States, Georgia included.” 

Zach of these clauses was followed by an express stipu- 
lation that the funds arising from the lands ceded should 
be ‘* faithfully disposed of for that purpose, and for no 
other use or purpose whatever.” 

It is unnecessary to fatigue the committee by reciting 
the terms of the several compacts between other States 
and the Government of the United States; they are all 
substantially the same. 

These lands were to be a common fund, for the use of 


out by Congress to the States having such claims? The} the whole Union--not of each, or any of the States, sepa- 
leading object or consideration of a compact of any kind, | rately considered, but of the Government itself. These 
must afford much aid in determining its proper construc-) acts contain no such language as that the proceeds of the 
tion. By recurring to the journals, it will be found that| land may or shall be distributed equally among the 
Congress, as early as September, 1780, **thought it ad-| States; nor can I conceive how it is possible for ingenuity 
visable to press upon the States haying claims to the! itself to distort the terms employed in them, so as to re- 
Vor. IX.—120 
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concile them with the purpose avewed by this bill. Did| are interested, the amount which it was intended the pub 


Georgia ever cede her vacant territory for purposes in| lic domain should pay, (embracing both the public debt 
which she was to have no common interest with her sis-|and its own costs and charges, ) before the fund is appro. 
ter States? Surely not. And, I ask, what interest has| priated to any other purpose? 

Georgia in those several purposes, to which, according| The question is not, how the Government, if free to 
to this bill, the avails of these lands may be applied by| choose, might prefer to apply this fund; it is a question 
the State Legislatures? We have, to be sure, amended | of good faith-—-How is the Government bound to apply jt’ 
the bill by striking out the enumeration of these purposes} When the States gave their land for a specific object, an 
as first proposed; but we have gone yet further than the} that object has not been accomplished, can the Govern. 
bill at first proposed--we have left it in the power of the| ment direct the grant to other objects’ I deny that jt 
States to appropriate the money just as they may deem|can. Virginia would never have given away her vast 
most expedient, without limitation or restriction. There|regions in the West, but for the sake of enabling the Go. 
is no purpose to which the power of a State is adequate, | vernment to pay its just debts, and especially that debt 
to which the proceeds of this domain may not be applied. | more sacred than all others, which may almost be consi- 
If the bill still remained in its original shape, the question|dered the price of our liberty. Georgia would never 
would well arise; how much more in its amended form?) have surrendered the sixty or seventy millions of acres, 
Georgia has ceded her land to the whole United States, | now constituting the States of Alabama and Mississippi, to 
** Georgia included.” Of the proceeds of this land more] receive, in return, her nine shares out of two hundred 
than $400,000 annually will, if this bill becomes a law,|and forty. Their object, and that of all the other States 
go to the Legislature of the State of New York. Sup-| which made similar grants, was to pay the national debr, 
pose that Legislature shall choose to apply $100,000 of|to enrich the national treasury, to exalt their common 
this money to the erection of a poor-house or a hospital, |country, and benefit her in those things in which each 
has Georgia any interest in this? She has not. How is| had a common interest--not to be applied to the local 
she interested in a hospital to be used by the citizens of| purposes of any. To test the soundness of this view, | 
New York, more than in the promotion of any other ob-|ask each member of the committee to put the question to 
ject of humanity? What is a hospital in New York more | himself—to appeal to his own bosom. Did either of the 
to her than a hospital in England or the East Indies?| States which made grants of lands to the United States 
Again: New York may give the money to an object still! ever contemplate such an appropriation of her bounty as 
more private and exclusive, in some remote neighbor-|that now proposed’ Can any man answer this question in 
hood of her extensive territory--for instance, a county | the affirmative? I cannot believe there is one. 

jail or court-house; has Georgia any interest in that?| But, sir, there are other objections to this bill. 1 inti- 
She has none. The domain being granted as a common) mated, in the outset of my remarks, that, in my judg- 
fund, and not to the States in severalty, such an applica-| ment, this bill proposed more violations of the constitution 
tion of its avails isa violation of the terms of the compact, |than any one measure which I had ever seen introduced 
and of the good faith of the Government. The same re-|into this hall. I may be mistaken--I do not claim to be 
marks will apply with equal justice to the other States | infallible, but, if I understand the provisions of the con 
who ceded their lands. The terms of cession may vary, | stitution, this measure will violate them most grossly. 
but the general effect is in all cases the same. Virginia} The position may be safely assumed, that the Govern- 


granted hers on the express condition that they were to| ment cannot do that indirectly which it cannot do cirectly 


constitute a common fund, as expressly as Georgia did. | if the Government cannot appropriate money, constitu- 


But is Virginia interested in the local improvements in| tionally, to a given object, it cannot grant money to a 
Maine, in Massachusetts, in Georgia, or Alabama? Not at/| State to be applied to the same object. 
all: and to apply her land to such objects, is to violate; An attempt has been made, however, to render the bill 
that compact which it ought to be the honorable pride| more palatable to those who entertained constitutional 
of every American to preserve sacred. scruples in regard to its provisions as it came from the Se- 
But there are other objections to the bill, arising from| nate, by an amendment. It may be well, here, to notice 
the terms of the several compacts, which go to show that|that amendment, and sce how far it is calculated to obs 
the proposed application of these funds will be a perver-|ate such objections. As it came from the Senate, the L 
sion of the purpose of the donors. Let it be remember-|gislatures of the several States were only authorized to 
ed that I am speaking now only of so much of the public}apply their respective distributive shares ‘‘to such ob- 
land as has been obtained by cession from the States, and} jects of education, internal improvement, colonization o! 
not of that which has been otherwise acquired. All who| free persons of color, or reimbursement of any existing 
are acquainted with the history of the times when these|debt contracted for internal improvement, as the said 
cessions were made, know what were the inducements) Legislatures might severally designate and authorize.” It 
which led to them. Indeed, I have already shown that the| will be perceived that this enumeration of objects was 
lands were given from public and patriotic considerations, | restrictive upon the State Legislatures; they could only 
and with a special view to the payment of the public debt. | have applied the money to those three classes of objects 
Let me then ask every considerate and candid man whe- | On the presumption, I suppose, that some would consi- 
ther it is consistent with the spirit and ends of the com-|der the clause imperative on the State Legislatures to 
pact, without consent of parties, for us now to divert the| violate the constitution in the appropriation of the money 
proceeds to objects totally different. Shall I be told that |to some one of the objects enumerated, and, therefore, 
the leading object of the cession has been accomplished; | vote against the measure, a motion was made, and carr 
that the public debt is paid, and that we may, therefore, 'ed, to strike out the clause so far as regarded the speci- 
apply the proceeds to the special benefit of particular | fication of objects to which the money nfight be applied. 
States’? If so, I inquire--Has the public debt been paid| The effect of the amendment is to remove all restriction, 
out of the proceeds of these lands? By no means. All know |and permit the Legislatures to apply the shares of the 
that the public domain, thus far, has not balanced its own | fund allotted to them respectively, ‘* to such objects as 
account; the lands have not paid their own expenses. |they may severally designate and authorize.” 1 hey - 
According to an official report from the Commissioner no longer restricted to education, internal improvemen', 
of the General Land Office, at the last session, it is in ar-|and colonization of free persons of color, but may **¢e 
rears about eleven millions of dollars. This being the! signate and authorize” these, and any, and all other ob- 
case, would it not be consistent with the terms of cession | jects within the scope of State legislation for the applica- 
o refund the general treasury, in which all the States! tion of the funds. Exch of the objects, originally env: 
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merated in the bill, are within the range of State legisla- 
tion; consequently it cannot be pretended that the money 
to be distributed cannot vet be applied to them, as well as 
to any other. Under this view, I confess, I was much sur- 
prised that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bansovr) 
(who professed to favor a strict construction of the consti- 
tution) rose, when the motion was made for the amend- 
ment, and expressed a hope that it would prevail, as he 
could not otherwise vote for the bill. 1 then suggested 
to the committee and the gentleman, that, so far from 
obviating the objection of unconstitutionality, the amend- 
ment rendered it stronger; that it would give to the States 
a wider range, and allow them unlimited scope for every 
sort of loose and unconstitutional legislation. 1 still 
think so. 

Sir, as the bill remains obnoxious to all the objections 
which applied to it, in its original form, besides the thou- 
sand others to which the amendment may give rise, let us 
consider some of them. Take, for example, internal im- 
provement. A large portion of the nation have objected 
to the exercise of this power by the General Govern- 
ment as unconstitutional, even in its most imposing form. 
If appropriations for such objects, though even called 
‘‘national;” improvements of a nature to promote the 
commercial prosperity of large districts of country, faci- 
litating intercourse between quarters of the Union remote 
from each other; if appropriations for objects of such ge- 
neral interest were questioned, for the want of power in 
the General Government, what can be said in justification 
of a measure which puts in the hands of the different 
States millions of dollars annually, which may be applied 
to purposes merely local? Under the amended form of 
the bill, the State Legislatures have power to apply the 
money to any object of internal improvement they hap- 
pen to desire. They are only restrained by their own 
exclusive judgment or discretion. If we bestow money 
on a State, out of this ** common fund,” for her to apply 
to objects in which neither the nation, nor, perhaps, any 
other State has a common interest, is it not just as uncon- 





; stitutional as if we granted the money to these objects 


ourselves? No man can answer this question in the nega- 
Let us take Pennsylvania, 
with her share of nearly three hundred thousand dollars. 
May not she appropriate one hundred thousand dollars to 
make a road one mile in length? May not she lay out her 


| entire portion of this ‘*common fund” on a railroad from 
| Philadelphia to some coal mine? 


t What interest have the 
other States in such a railroad? There is nothing to re- 
strain her. It would be an improvement, and, doubtless, 


» very useful to her, but it is not an object of a national 
| character, nor one in which the other States have any 
» common interest. 


Instead of expanding the discretion of 
the State Legislatures under this bill, as we have done by 
the amendment of which I have spoken, it would have | 
been more conformable to the oath we took at that desk, | 


so to have limited, as to have restrained it, if possible, to|the same principle, be equally within the competency of 


objects purely national. It has been questioned by many | 
of the most sound and able politicians of the country, | 
whether the General Government can make a canal or | 
road of any kind; it has been denied that, but for the | 


F compact with the new States, it could have made the| 
Cumberland road, extending through some half dozen of | 


the States, and opening a channel of communication be- | 
tween the vast regions of the West and the Atlantic com- | 
mercial cities; yet we are called upon, by the proposed | 
measure, to assert the power in this Government to de- 
scend to the most minute local objects which come within 
the sphere of State legislation. 

_ Again, sir, suppose one of the purposes to which the 
State Legislatures may think proper to apply this money 
should be the colonization of free persons of color, as ori- 
ginally intended—and there is nothing in this bill to pre- 
vent it—I demand your authority, under the federal con- 
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stitution, to appropriate money for such an object. Is it 
to be found in the specified powers? or is it among the 
incidental powers ‘‘ necessary and proper to carry into 
execution” those which are? If so, I hope some gentle- 
man who advocates the bill will po'nt me to the article, 
section, or clause in which it may be found, or to give 
effect to which it is essential. Until this is done, I can- 
not surrender the opinion that it can neither be drawn 
from the face of the constitution, nor from its history. It 
may be safely affirmed that this is not among the powers 
expressly granted, and, I think, may as safely defy any 
friend of the measure to show that it is incidental to any 
of them. k 

Sir, whilst 1 feel ready to acknowledge all the legitimate 
powers of this Government, I deny that we have any power 
to colonize free blacks; and I maintain, if we give this 
power, or the means of exercising it, to the States, we 
violate the constitution through their agency. I never 
doubted that a State could send free blacks out of the 
country, with their own consent, to any part of the world; 
the objection is to the power of this Government to fur- 
nish them funds for the purpose. The member from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srewart,] who is one of the list to 
deny any power which it may, in his judgment, be con- 
venient to exercise; who is one of the class of ‘* general 
welfare” politicians; who always shows great perspicacity 
in discovering any thing that is either for the general 
welfare or his own, seemed to congratulate himself on the 
success of the motion to strike out this clause; but, what- 
ever may be its effect on the passage of the bill, it has 
only rendered it more obnoxious; it has opened an inter- 
minable field. I was sorry to see the clause stricken out, 
on more accounts than one—chiefly for this reason, that, 
since the amendment, the dangerous character of the bill 
is not so distinctly heid up to the eyes of the people; it 
does not come to the apprehension of every one as it did 
in its original shape; its glaring and palpable violations of 
the constitution are less readily seen. Had the original 
clause remained, there would not have been a man in the 
South who would not have revolted at the dangerous and 
unwarrantable assumption of power at first sight; but now 
the mischievous tendency of the bill may, and will, escape 
the observation of those who are not accustomed to exa- 
mine such questions. 

Sir, | may be sensitive on this subject; I acknowledge 
lam; and every other Southern man, who has listened to 
the arguments and doctrines advanced here, ought to be 
so. Why this ceaseless anxiety to agitate the subject of 
slave labor and colonization? The tariff cannot be dis- 
cussed without arraying white labor against slave labor. 
The reduction of duties is said to involve the question; 
and it is openly maintained that it is not only within the 
constitutional power of the Government to protect manu- 
factures, but, because they are the productions of white 
labor, that it is also right and proper. Would it not, on 


the Federal Government, if the Southern people were to 
employ the labor of their slaves in manufactures, to give 
bounties, or lay discriminating duties, in favor of that 
portion fabricated by white men? Do not such argu- 
ments involve the proposition that a pound of cotton, or a 
yard of cloth, is enhanced or diminished in value by the 
complexion of the laborers employed in producing them? 

Such views may appear too monstrous and absurd to be 
ascribed to any individual on this floor, but they are, ne- 


|vertheless, all implied in the single proposition that free 


labor ought to be protected and encouraged in opposition 
That doctrine has been repeatedly and 
openly avowed by members of this House. Indeed, the 
argument has been openly maintained that slavery is in- 
compatible with the general welfare. If this doctrine be 
established, what more is necessary, with those who be- 
lieve that this Government can do every thing that will 
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promote ‘‘the general welfare,” to authorize, or to in- 
duce them to undertake the abolition of slavery? 

Sir, it cannot be controverted that abolition is the ulti- 
mate purpose of colonization, at least, with many who 
are engaged in effectuating the latter. If my ears did 
not greatly deceive me, (and those of other gentlemen 
must equally have deceived them, ) I heard a distinguish- 
ed member of the Colonization Society, in a public ad 
dress made some twelve months ago, in effect declare 
his belief that Providence was preparing the way for the 
accomplishment of the great object of the society, the 
abolition of slavery throughout the Union. The same in- 
dividual alluded to an unfortunate affair which happened 
about eighteen months ago, in Southampton, Virginia, as 
one of the means which Providence, in infinite wisdom 


and beneficence, had employed for the advancement of 


this object. Such impious and unwarrantable language 
is boldly used already—and what is to follow? As regards 
our legislation on the subject, colonization is but the first 
step. If we can appropriate money to colonize those 
who are free, why not those who are slaves, including the 
price of their emancipation, to be fixed by those who 
have no interest in them? If one power be constitutional, 
why not the other’? If one can be derived from the con- 
stitution, so can the other; for it will be as easy to prove 
to such as wish to be convinced, that one is demanded by 
the ** general welfare,” as well as the other. 


I have heard much, sir, within the last three years, of 


the danger of a dissolution of this Union—an event which 


all profess (I trust sincerely) to deprecate as the worst of 


national evils. If any thing is calculated, more certainly 
than all others, to produce such a calamity, not only to 
our own country, but to all mankind, it is legislation upon 
this subject. Let an appropriation be made in aid of colo- 
nization, and we shall hereafter hear’ it proposed to ap- 
propriate money to purchase and colonize our slaves. In 
defending such a proposition, how easy will it be to cite this 
very measure (should it become a law) asa precedent— 
as, in effect, granting three millions of dollars annually 
for the same object? It will be no difficult matter to 
show, to the satisfaction of some, by the kind of logic to 


which I allude, that colonization and abolition are natu- | 


rally and closely connected—to identify them as alike ne- 
cessary, nay, indispensable, to the ‘* general welfare.” 
Sir, | greatly fear that this will be the result of this first 
step in this species of legislation; and when such a state 
of things is presented, it will, indeed, be time for the 
South to decide the question of Union or slavery. If they 
are true to themselves, and have any regard to their rights 
of property, they never can submit to any such unwar- 
rantable intermeddling on the part of the General Go- 
vernment. 

Let me not be misunderstood upon this subject. 1 am 
no enemy of the plan of transporting and colonizing our 
free black population, properly conducted. It belongs 
legitimately to the States, and to the people—not to the 
Federal Government. Let our State Legislatures and our 
colonization societies effectuate the purpose (as I trust in 
God they may) with their own means, and such aid as 
they may derive from individuals, but let them not call 
on this Government for assistance; and, if called upon, 
let it not interfere with this delicate and dangerous sub- 
ject. It was one of the main objects of this bill, and, 
though sought to be concealed by the amendment of 
which I have spoken, it is stillso. Though hidden from 
the untutored eye, the poison still remains, and is not the 
less dangerous. 

But the dividend of a State may also be applied to the 
purposes of education. 1 might here, again, ask for the 
power under the constitution, either express or im- 
plied, for this Government to appropriate money for such 
an object. 
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and, probably, by one whose memory we all venerate 
but I am glad the advocates of such a measure have hj. 
therto been (and I trust ever will be) too few to indicate 
any prospect of its success. Have we any more power; 
to establish a college than a country school? Have we 
more power, or would there be more propriety in facili. 
tating the education of one class than another? The on 
power over subjects of this nature, granted to us by the 
constitution, is **to promote the progress of science ayy 
useful arts by securing, for limited terms, to authors ay 
inventors, the exclusive right to their respective w ritings 
and discoveries.” This being the only clause of the con 
stitution in which any power is given to us over the sub 
ject of * science,” and this limiting us to securing the 
rights of ** authors and inventors,” according to all rules 
of construction, implies a negative upon the exercise of 
any other power over the same subject. Sir, I wel) ye 
member the sensation produced in Alabama, and, 1} 
lieve, generally throughout the Union, by a propositiv; 
of the late President of the United States for the erceti 
of a national observatory, or ‘‘ light-house of the skies, 
as he thought proper to call it. Wasthere not among t), 
people, in regard to this proposition, a general sentiment 
of disapprobation? Wasit not denounced as an attempted 
usurpation of power? Yet this was a subject intimately 
connected with science, and the power, at least, as recon 
cilable to the constitution as that now proposed. J may 
be told there is precedent for this kind of appropriatior 
in the past legislation of Congress; that grants of land fos 
education have been made, extensively, to the new States. 
I agree that such grants have been made, but they are 
distinguishable from the kind of appropriation originally 
proposed in this bill, and which remains unchanged by 
the amendment of which I have spoken. ‘Those grant 
are connected with the disposition of the public lands 
they tend to facilitate their sales at improved prices, and 
the increase of price, in consequence, is a full equivalen 
Whether we regard the grant of land for State semina 
ries, or of sixteenth sections for township schools, th 
effect, obviously, is to enhance the prices of the remain 
ling portion, and accelerate sales. Would not almost an) 
man purchase more readily, and give a higher price than 
he otherwise would, for a tract of land within a township 
lin which a section of good land is reserved for the su 
port of schools? When those sixteenth sections are fertile, 
as many of them are, they furnish the means of meeting 
all the necessary expenses of ordinary education. Th 
same reasoning applies, with equal force, to land granted 
for State seminaries. An individual, desiring to educate 
his sons liberally, would give a better price for land ir 
| State having an institution of that grade, already well en 
dowed, than if no such grant had been made. —_Indepen 
dent of these considerations, the new States have given 
an ample equivalent on their admission, in surrendering, 
by their respective compacts, all claim to the unappro 
priated public domain within their limits, and their right 
to tax the same while it remains unsold, and for five year 
thereafter. Nor can any appropriation which may have 
been made for the support of a college in this District be 
relied on as a precedent. It might be, at least, plausibly 
distinguished on the ground relied on by many gentlemen 
of high and distinguished reputation, that Congress is the 
|local Legislature of the ten miles square, and has, within 
the District, all the powers of a State Legislature. But 
if these were precedents, I do not mean to admit that on¢ 
violation of the constitution would justify another. ‘The 
| power of the States, however, was not limited by the bill, 
in its original form, (much less is it now,) to the erection 
and endowment of institutions interesting to the whole 
Union, or even toa whole State. It is not restrained even 
to a State college or university; it reaches to local inst 
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It is, perhaps, true that the idea of a national | tutions—academies, free schools, and village semins 


university has been suggested by different individuals,! Are you prepared to give to this Government, whose 
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wers I have been accustomed to consider general, and | collecting taxes, through this Government, for the ex- 
for objects chiefly external, a power like this? Can any | press purpose of being again distributed among the States. 
man concede it who does not believe the Congress of the| Yet such a principle is recognised by this bill. In effect, 
United States to be like the British Parliament—omni-|it assumes that the General Government has power to lay 
potent? anc collect taxes, which may be distributed among the 

Sir, the objections to the bill, which I have already no-| States, to be by them employed on such local as well as 
tiged, existed against it in every shape it came from the | general objects, as they may think proper. Indeed, this 
Senate. All restriction having been removed by thejvery bill proposes to carry out t»2 principle. All the 
amendment of the committee, let us see to what other | public domain has not been obtained by donation, or ces- 
objects these funds may be applied. Is there any State, |sion from the States. Louisiana cost us about fifteen mil- 
county, or parish purpose to which they may not? Un-jlions of dollars, and Florida about five millions more, (to 
der the bill, in its amended form, they are ‘‘to be ap-|say nothing ofthe amount expended for the extinguishment 
plied, by the Legislatures of the said States, to such ob-|of Indian titles,) which sums were paid out of the trea- 
jects as the said Legislatures may severally designate and|sury of the Union, and originally raised by taxation. That 
authorize.” What the Legislatures of the States ‘may |the twenty millions of dollars, to which | have just allud- 
designate and authorize,” are the objects to which we{ed, were first converted into land, and again converted 
authorize the application, or, in language equally true, |into money, makes no difference; it would be a mere 
are the objects to which we, through the agency of the |quibble for the friends of this measure to seek to extri- 
States, appropriate the funds of the nation. May not ajcate themselves on that ground. 
State Legislature, consistently with the terms of the grant, If, sir, such principles shall be tolerated, where is the 
apply these funds to the erection of a State prison, a|security-—where is the ground of hope for that portion of 
county court-house or jail, a poor-house, or to any other |the Union which has so long been complaining under the 
State or local purpose? Can it be denied? If it be, I in- | oppressions of federal legislation? The General Govern- 
quire, on what ground? Where is the restriction, except | ment will be converted intoa mere machine, to raise funds 
the judgment or discretion of the State Legislature? It is!for any and every purpose that may enter the heads of 
obvious that the fund allotted to any State may be appro-|\those who can move it. An irresponsible majority may 
priated to any object of State expenditure whatever. It} conclude that this is the most convenient mode of raising 
may be used to defray the ordinary expenditures of the | revenue for all purposes. The temptation to lay taxes 
local Government—even the payment of its officers, exe-| which shall operate directly in favor of the interests of 
cutive, legislative, and judicial. Sir, temptation is dan-| those who vote for them, is in its nature too strong to be 
gerous, even to Governments. Suppose we show to the|resisted. We have seen the truth of this proposition too 
different State Governments that their respective shares, | often demonstrated here, for it to be now questioned. 
in the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands,| We have seen the representatives from those States in 
will defray all their expenditures for State purposes; and) which direct taxation is most unpopular, and whose Go- 
that it happens, as is no doubt often the case, that raising |vernments are the most rigidly economical—representa- 
revenue for these purposes by direct taxation of their} tives from districts of the Union where individual econo- 
constituents is unpopular, will there not be a strong temp-| my is carried to the greatest extreme-—most prodigal in 
tation to persevere in this system of distribution, so far as|voting away extravagant, and, as I have often thought, 
to raise money through the instrumentality of this Govern-| unnecessary appropriations. 
ment, for that purpose alone? By a publication which I/ Sir, there is another point of view in which this sub 
have seen, it appears that the total amount of expendi-| ject presents itself, which is worthy of the most serious 
tures in Vermont, for the year ending in October last, | consideration of this body; especially of those who pro- 
was sixty-two thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight! fess an ardent desire to get rid of taxation, and reduce 
dollars and ninety cents, while her estimated share in the|the revenue to the real wants of the Government. [I al- 
proceeds of the public lands is fifty-nine thousand nine|lude to the amount proposed by this measure to be ab- 
hundred and ninety-five dollars and eighty-three cents. | stracted from the treasury of the United States, while it 
By the same publication, the total amount of expenditures) is to remain charged with all the expenses of purchasing, 
in Rhode Island, for the year ending in May last, was/surveying, and selling the public lands. A proposition 
twenty-eight thousand dollars; her share of the same fund} was made to amend this bill, so as to defray all these ex- 
would be twenty thousand seven hundred and seventy-|penditures out of the proceeds, before their distribution; 
seven dollars and twelve cents. The same authority shows | but how was it treated’? Most unceremoniously rejected! 
the total amount of expenditures in Connecticut, for the Have gentlemen examined, or will they examine, the pub- 
year ending 31st of March last, was sixty-two thousand |lic documents, which throw light on this branch of the 
three hundred and three dollars and fifty-eight cents, |subject? It is only necessary to recur to a report made 
while her distributive share will be sixty-three thousand | within less than a month by the Secretary of the Trea- 
six hundred and thirty-one dollars and seventy-two cents. |sury, responsive to a call made on him by a resolution of 
‘These three States may serve as specimens, without ex-|/the House, to see that the annual average expenditure 
hausting your patience by further recitals: in two of them, | for surveying and selling the public lands, including the 
their respective annual expenditures exceed, by small|salaries and incidental expenses of the General Land 
amounts, their estimated distributive portion of the fund | Office, and others, amounts to little short of three hun- 
in question; in the other, (Connecticut, ) her share would ldred thousand dollars. 
exceed her expenditures. Now those States, and proba- 
bly most of the others, might very readily adapt their ex- 
penditures to their receipts from this source; and, I ask, | 
when they could thus get clear of all necessity for taxa-| 
tion at home, whether the temptation to sucha course | 
would not be too strong for probable resistance. 

Many men revolt at the proposition of even distributing 
the surplus revenue among the States, to be applied to 
objects in which the Union, in general, has no concern; 


To that sum may be added the 
jamount paid annually to the several Indian tribes for the 
purchases which have heretofore been made, and con- 


tinue to be made every year. The precise amount I 
am, at this moment, unable to state, but it will be safe to 
assume more than two hundred thousand dollars. Here, 
then, are to be more than five hundred thousand dollars 
annually charged upon the revenue, raised by taxation, 
besides withdrawing the estimated sum of three millions, 
annually produced by sales, which should properly come 
and, if I mistake not, the distinguished author of this mea-|in aid of other sources of revenue, and relieve us from 
sure himself has treated it not only with disapprobation, ‘taxation to that amount. Yet we should doubtless be 


but derision. How much more would they complain of told by many of the friends of this measure, that our bur- 
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brought down to the lowest possible standard; that it 
should be limited to the actual exigencies of the Govern- 
ment, economically administered! Sir, can gentlemen 
be candid in such professions, and, at the same time, sup- 
port a measure so contradictory to them? Is it prudent 
to abstract so much from the treasury before any experi- 
ment has been made of the result of the new tariff? 


dens ought to be reduced; that the revenue should be| ple of the new 
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States have again and again remonstrated. 
| They have year after year, at least for the last ten or 
itwelve, represented to Congress, most earnestly and most 
respectfully, through their memorials, the injustice and 
the absurdity of holding all lands, without regarding 
quality or locality, at the same fixed price. They have 
urged investigation into the operation of the system, not 
only in the mode alluded to, but through their represen. 


Would it not be wiser to pause--to wait two or three 
years—and see what effect that law will have upon the 
revenue? Again: at what time is this extraordinary mea- 
sure proposed? When the country is agitated, as it has 
been for some years, from one end to the other, on ac- 
count of excessive and unequal taxation; when the near 
approach of the total extinguishment of the public debt 
had- raised our hopes and expectations of relief; at such 
a time, is this large amount of the ordinary means of 
supporting Government to be abstracted. It is emphati-| would be so reckless as to assert or maintain the ab. 
cally a tariff measure; it is the pretext for higher rates of|stract proposition, that all lands, rich or poor; that sandy 
duties, and a larger amount of revenue, through their| pine barrens and river low grounds; or that sterile moun. 
medium; itis the very reverse of what was reasonably to /tains and fertile plains, ought to be placed on the same 
have been expected; it is calculated to heighten still/footing as to price. Yet a refusal to vary the price in 
more the excitement, already fearful, and to jeopard still | accordance with such considerations, and, still more, a re. 
more the peace of the country, and the durability of our) fusal to consider the policy and propriety of such varia 
institutions. I am aware that this is no argument with|tion, amounts to nothing less. It appears from official 
some members of this House. It is none with those who|returns of the registers and receivers of the different 
would refuse to cut off six millions of unnecessary taxa-/land offices in 1828--and 1 adverted to the fact, when | 
tion; none with those who would incur the perils and|had the honor to submit some remarks upon the subject 
hazards of civil war to extort this unnecessary amount/early in the session—-that more than eighty millions of 
from forty-nine-fiftie.hs of the anti-tariff portion of our |acres had then been offered in the market, and remained 
population, on the pretended account of the indiscretion!unsold. 1 then estimated the probable quantity now re 
or rashness of one-fiftieth; none with such as are capa-| maining unsold, at one hundred millions. That estimate 
ble of adding fuel to the flame which already threatens} was founded, in some degree, on conjecture; but it is 
to consume us by a deliberate, preconceived attempt to| now ascertained, by the report of the Commissioner of 
drag into the discussion of that subject the slave ques-|the General Land Office, made on the 22d January, of 
tion. But I trust such arguments will have their proper | the present year, that the quantity remaining in that situa 
influence with the friends of justice--with men of honor | tion on the 31st December, 1831, was 104,407,755 acres! 
and patriotism. I think they must have their influence | Why does this vast amount of land remain in the market 
with those who regard the purity of this Government, |unsold? For the obvious reason that it is not worth the 
and wish to preserve from impurity those who are en-| price the Government asks for it; no reasonable man can 
gaged in its legislation. For my own part, if 1 desired to|doubt the fact. As regards the State of Alabama, | can 
ensure the corruption of Congress, and at the same time |speak from personal knowledge—the country has been 
an undue dependence of the States upon the General Go- lalways improved in advance of the public sales. In the 
vernment--if I wished to increase the power of the lat- | county of Jackson alone, a county which I have the 
ter, and to weaken and degrade the former—I would jhonor to represent, there were from 1,700 to 1,800 free- 
desire no better means than such a policy as this bill pro-|men actually settled before the first foot of land was 
poses, or a large surplus revenue for our yearly bargain-|offered for sale. Owing to these considerations, pro 
ings and scramblings. As regards a ‘distribution of the |duced by the inviting freshness of our new lands mor 
surplus revenue,” | entertain the same opinion I expressed |than their superior fertility, very few tracts, if any, can 
on an occasion somewhat memorable, near three years|be found unsold, that are worth $1 25 per acre after be 
ago, ‘*the best and fairest mode is to leave it in the|ing offered at public sale. If all our exertions to obtain 
pockets of the people--the rightful owners.’’* ja reduction of the price of this inferior description of 
Sir, the true policy of the Government, either regard-|land have been unavailing heretofore, what may we ex 
ing its pecuniary interest or the welfare of its citizens, is| pect, what can we hope, when each of the older States be- 
embraced in my amendment--to reduce and graduate the | comes directly interested in the amount which she is, sepa 
price of the public land according to the time it may |rately, to receive out of the proceeds? If their rep: 
have been in market. 1 do not mean to say that my |sentatives refuse to mitigate the rigor of the system, when 
amendment is precisely right in its details; the time be-|the proceeds are to go into the treasury of the United 
tween one reduction and another is unnecessarily long; | States, merely in aid of the general revenue, to be used 
my purpose was to render it more acceptable. It would, | for the common benefit, will they relax when these funds 
in my opinion, be better, in every point of view, to make |are to relieve their constituents from taxation, for the 
every reduction in half the time proposed. Two years, |support of their State Governments, and for all local put 
or two and a half, instead of five years, for instance, would| poses? No, sir. If our prospects for an amelioration of 
be long enough to offer it at the present minimum, before | the system have been heretofore gloomy, they would then 
it is reduced to one dollar per acre; and the like period be utterly hopeless. We should have no more laws to 
before it is reduced to seventy-five cents per acre, &c. | relieve from distress and impending ruin, communities or 
But the principle of my amendment, regulating the re-|individual purchasers. We might abandon, in despair, 
duction by the length of time the land may have been |all idea of future pre-emption laws. The claims of the 
in market, is the most safe and proper one; unless priceshad | settler, whose labor may have given value to the soil, 
been graduated according to quality in the first instance. | would be totally disregarded, when, perhaps, his destruc- 
Against the present system, the Legislatures and peo-|tion and overthrow might be attended by the gain of a 
|few cents more per acre. It is surely unnecessary for 
|me to inculcate upon the intelligent representatives of 


tatives on this floor; but no investigation before this 
House has yet been permitted. Is it not due to these 
young States, which have so long and so earnestly en. 
treated the Government to reduce the price of its lands, 
to give, at least, a deliberate hearing to the proposition | 
have offered? Is the request, that we may be heard, un. 
reasonable? Or is the plan of graduating the price of 
land, somewhat according to value, so abhorrent, as to 
be repelled at first sight? I cannot believe that any one 


| 


| 


"Ata public dinner, on the birthday of Mr, Jefferson. 
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the American people, the duty and policy of protecting of a breach of our compacts with the States, or'a violation 


and cherishing the man who sits down under the vine | of the constitution, but it would render the measure less 
which has been planted and nurtured by his own care | obnoxious to the charge of inexpediency and injustice. 


and toil. 


I need not urge the wisdom of converting tran-|On another occasion, during the present session, the gen- 


sient wanderers into freeholders and happy and inde-|tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Wi1t1ams] seemed to 


pendent citizens of the republic. The House cannot be 
prepared to retard the growth and prosperity of the new 
States, by withholding the public domain from the hardy 
settlers, who would be permanent citizens; and giving 


them, in their stead, an itinerant and comparatively worth- | 


less population. 


Sir, the present system operates most unfavorably and | 


think I had asked a total surrender of the lands to the 
States in which they lie. As I have before had no oppor- 
tunity of reply, I will avail myself of this occasion to cor- 
rect the gentleman, and do myself justice. I asked for no 
such thing. What I insisted upon was, that the Govern- 
ment should sell the land for what it was worth, reducing 
the price from time to time; and, when sales could no 


most severely on the class of people who are most enti-|longer be made sufficient to indemnify for the expense of 
tled to the protection of the Government—the poor, but |the system, to abandon the lands which were thus proved 


honest, industrious, and enterprising settler. This class 
of men cannot compete at land auctions with the wealthy 
planter, or the rich speculator. A settler of this descrip- 
tion goes into the wild, subdues a little spot, and reduces 
it to cultivation, by the sweat of his brow. It thence be- 
comes dear to him. But soon an auction comes; the rich 
capitalist comes forward, with his thousands and tens of 
thousands, and bids off this little spot, so endeared to 


him and his family from their humble home. 
native remains for this unfortunate man? 


What alter- 
The poor pri- 


vilege of removing to some tract of inferior land, perhaps |licy with their domain. 


not worth 25 cents per acre, and too worthless to attract 
the attention, or excite the avarice, of his more powerful 





to be worthless to the States. And I still maintain that 
this is the true and proper course of policy. The several 
States having land to dispose of, have sold it, in the first 
instance, at very moderate prices, have subsequently re- 
duced them to such as were merely nominal, and, finally, 


granted them by way of donation. Although they receiv- 


ed less money for their lands, they have found an emple 


‘equivalent in the character of their population, and the 
him, over his head; and acquires the power of driving | improvement of their resources. 


All the European Go- 
vernments that have owned territory on this side of the 
Atlantic have pursued a similar, or even more liberal po- 
Such ought to be the policy of 
every wise and parental Government: our own stands a 





solitary exception. 


competitor. Yet, for land of this description, he must; Speaking in reference to this subject, the President 
give $1 25 per acre, or obtain no permanent interest in | has said, in his late annual message, ‘* It cannot be doubt- 
the soil. Is thissound policy’ Is it wise? Is it just? I/ed that the speedy settlement of these lands constitutes 
am sure, sir, itis neither. It is a policy injurious in the | the true interest of the republic. The wealth and 
highest degree to the interests of the Government, and |strength of a country are its population, and the best part 
grossly oppressive to those who have the highest claims | of that population are the cultivators of the soil.”” Tosuch 


to its protection and indulgence. 

Mr. C. said he had thought the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Wickuirre,] at the head of the Committee 
on the Public Lands, would have opposed this bill. 

(Mr. Wicxtrrre here rose tu explain. He had intended 
to offer an amendment to the bill, but the gentleman from 
illinois [Mr. Duncan] had anticipated him, and the House 
had expressed its will against adopting the amendment. 
Mr. W. said he thus found himself in a strait betwixt 


two--either to leave the lands as they were, or to uphold | 


the speculator: he preferred the former.] 

Mr. C. said he was not satisfied with the gentleman’s 
explanation—the gentleman had not accounted for the 
change in his sentiments. Last session that gentleman 
made (what was called at the time) a very able report, 
going directly against every principle of this bill. The 
report was an able and conclusive response to the whole 
doctrine of its friends. 
changed his course. His apology seems to me wholly 
inadmissible. It would have been much better for him 
to have said, ‘* Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur cum 
illis.” The amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 
to which the gentleman from Kentucky alluded, did not 
propose any graduation of price. But even since the 
commencement of the present session, the gentleman 


from Kentucky, from a minority of the Committee on 
the Public Lands, of whom he was one, reported an 
amendment to the bill No. 402 of the House, embrac- 
ing the principle of this bill, so far as regards distribu- 
tion, and accompanying it with provisions for graduating 
the price of public lands, substantially as my amendment 
The gentleman would have sustained his cha- 
racter for consistency much better, if he had at least of- 
{For extracts from the report of 


proposes. 


fered this amendment. 
Mr. Wickuirre, above alluded to, see note at the end. } 


Sir, if any thing can render the plan of distribution, pro- 
posed in the bill, tolerable to the new States, it will be 


to accompany it with the principle of graduation. 


But now the gentleman has 


sentiments, I think, every patriot and every philanthro- 
pist should respond with a cordial approbation. Of this 
iclass of our citizens, none deserve more favor from the 
Government than those honest and resolute pioneers who 
have opened the way for the settlement and improvement 
\of our almost illimitable western regions; those who have 
| defended our frontiers at the peril of their lives; and who 
| have, by their adventurous daring, given to the history of 
|the country an air of romance. 

Sir, Iam exhausted, though the subject isnot. The 
feeble state of my health must be my apology. I can only 
jadd my most earnest hope that the amendment I have 
offered may prevail. 
| The following are extracts from the report of Mr. 
i Wickliffe, alluded to in the foregoing speech. (See re- 
port at large.) 

‘¢ The public lands should not be, they have not been, 
regarded as a profitable source of revenue to the Federal 
Government; nor should they be converted into the 
means of wealth to the several States. They should be 
fostered and disposed of by the National Government, in 
such manner, and upon such terms, as will be subservient 
to the building up of great and flourishing communities, 
whose members, when interested in and attached to the 
soil, will give physical strength and moral force to the 
nation. ° ° 7 % * 

‘©The reduction of the revenue derived from the 
sales of the public lands, to be effectual and beneficial, 
must be made in the price at which they are to be sold. 
If the amount now received into the treasury be not re- 
quired for the purposes of the Federal Government, (and 
such seems to be a conceded fact,) the committee are of 
opinion it would be a better mode to rid the National 
Treasury of this unnecessary and dangerous influx of 
|public money, to reduce the price of the public domain, 
| (and thereby render the acquisition of a home easy to all 
jin every condition of life,) than to sell the lands to the 








It is|younger States, if they were willing to buy, and able to 


true that it would not remove the objections arising out | pay. ‘ ¥ ’ ° . 
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‘* Whilst the General Government shall continue to de- 
rive a revenue from the sales of public lands, it may be 
expected, at least it should be hoped for, that, in some 
mode, a sum of money equal to the exactions for the pub- 
lic lands, will be thrown back by the public disbursements 
in those States so much affected by this constant drain of 
their circulating medium. + 7 " 

**Can it be believed that, when the proceeds arising 
from the sales of the public lands shall become the sepa- 
rate property of the States, according to any ratio of di- 
vision which will be agreed upon, the amount derived an- 
nually from the debtor by the creditor States, either for 
interest or principal, will be returned into circulation 
among those States thus made tributary? . + 

** This difficulty and complaint of the new States with 
and against the General Government, will only be trans- 
ferred to the several states who become the receivers, 
and, instead of peace, concord, and harmony among the 
States, we may expect to witness discontent and discord, 
bitter and unceasing. * * * * 

**In connexion with this subject, the committee have 
been called upon to consider the policy (so often the sub- 
ject of debate in the House of Representatives) of divid- 
ing the proceeds of the public lands among the several 
States. This isa question surrounded by more difficulty 
and embarrassment, and one upon which the committee 
were unable to unite in opinion. A majority of the com- 
mitiee, however, believe that any pledge or disposition 
of the proceeds of the public lands among the States, for 
State purposes, before the money shall have reached the 


treasury of the United States, would be unwise, and pro-} 


ductive of incalculable injury to the States whose growth 
and prosperity so much depend upon the amelioration of 
the present system of disposing of the public lands by 
Congress. Pledge the proceeds to the States for State 
purposes, and all hope of further relief will be cut off. 
The new States may then calculate to ‘ pay the 
of the bond, yea, even the pound of flesh.’ . 

‘¢ The power of the General Government to make this 
distribution may be well questioned. Those who con- 
tend for such distribution of the proceeds derive the 
power from the grants of the several States to the United 
States, and from the second section of the fourth article 
of the constitution of the United States. A recurrence 
to these grants, and an examination into the terms em- 
ployed, and the objects intended by them, may not be 
unprofitable in conducting the mind to a correct judg- 
ment upon the subject. * ‘ . * 

*‘ A further reduction in the price of the public lands 
ought to be made: the people in the new States look for 
it, and desire it. A reduction of the revenue of the Ge- 
neral Government must take place: they regard the price 
which the Government exacts from them, for the public 
lands, as a tax, and a heavy tax. They have submitted to 
it cheerfully, because it was needed to discharge the obli. 
gations of their Government. When the whole amount 
now derived from the sales of public land, united with 
the other revenues of the Government which will be col- 
lected under any possible modification of the tariff, will 
not be required for the wants and purposes of the Fede- 
ral Government, can it be just that the same shall be ex- 
acted from the West by the action of the Federal Go- 
vernment, to be given to the older and more opulent 
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House was frequently in a state of extreme confusion and 
disorder. 

Mr. POLK, who was in the chair, earnestly remonstrat. 
ed, and implored the House to be mindful of its own dig. 
nity, and, however anxious they might be to act upon 
the bill, to respect the constitutional right of the membe, 
from Mississippi to be heard. 

Mr. PLUMMER said that, when he rose, he had been 
prepared for interruption and insult, but should not be 
intimidated from the discharge of his duty. 

Mr. ROOT called Mr. Prummer to order, as having 
reflected in an offensive manner upon the House. 

The CHAIR, however, pronounced him to be in order, 
inasmuch as he had not said that the insult, to which he 
alluded, was intended or offered by the members of the 
House. 

Mr. PLUMMER having at length concluded his re. 
marks, the question was taken on Mr. Crav’s amend 
iment, which was rejected without a count. 

Mr. CLAY offered it again, as an additional section to 
ithe bill. It was again negatived. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, moved an amendment, the 
| effect of which would be, that the whole expense of sur. 
vey and sale of the land, and of the salaries of all officers 
connected therewith, including the expense of the Gene. 
ral Land Office, should be deducted before the proceeds 
of the land should be distributed. This amendment was 
also rejected; when, 

On motion of Mr. WICKLIFFE, the committee rose, 
|and reported the bill and amendments to the House. 

In the House, the amendments were read, and concur. 
red in, with the exception of Mr. Wicxutrre’s proviso, 
which he himself, after examination, thought ought not 
to be adopted, inasmuch as the contingency for which he 
had intended it, would not exist. 

Mr. MASON again pressed the amendment he had of 
fered in committee. 
| It was supported by Mr. LEWIS, and opposed by Mr 
| WICKLIFFE; when 
Mr. STEWART demanded the previous question, 
} (which cuts off all pending amendments. ) 

The demand being seconded, Mr. MASON called for 
ithe yeas and nays. 

They were ordered, and the previous question was 
thereupon put, and carried: Yeas 91, nays 46. 
| The main question, on ordering the bill to its third 
| reading, was then agreed to. 
| The bill was read a third time, and the question being 
be its passage, it was decided by yeas and nays, as fol 
| lows: 

YEAS——Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Arnold, Babcock, Banks, Noyes Barber, John 8S. Bar 
bour, Barringer, Barstow, Beardsley, Briggs, Bucher, 
Bullard, Burd, Eleutheros Cooke, Bates Cooke, Cooper, 
Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crawford, Creighton, Daniel, 
John Davis, Dearborn, Denny, Dewart, Dickson, Ells- 
worth, George Evans, Joshua Evans, Edward Everett, 
Horace Everett, Gilmore, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hies- 
ter, Hodges, Hogan, Hughes, Huntington, Ihrie, Irvin, 
Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Kavanagh, Kendall, Kennon, 
Adam King, Henry King, Kerr, Leavitt, Letcher, Mar 
shall, Maxwell, McCarty, Robert McCoy, McKennan, 

Mercer, Milligan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Newton, Pearce, 


| 








States, to be expended in those States for education, in-| Pendleton, Pierson, Pitcher, Potts, Randolph, John Reed, 
ternal improvement, or general emancipation? Such a| Root, Russel, Augustine H. Shepperd, Slade, Smith, 
policy would be unjust and intolerable.” + *| Southard, Stanbery, Stewart, Sutherland, Taylor, Phile 
Mr. MARDIS obtained the floor, and addressed the|mon Thomas, John Thomson, Tompkins, Verplanck, 
committee for about an hour in opposition to the bill, and| Vinton, Wardwell, Washington, Watmough, Wilkin, 
in favor of the amendment proposed by Mr. Cray. Elisha Whittlesey, Frederick Whittlesey, Edward D 
Mr. PLUMMER next obtained the floor, and held it] White, Wickliffe, Williams—-96. 
until 10 o’clock, ina speech directed against the bill, NAYS--Messrs. Alexander, Archer, Ashley, Barn- 
and in support of the amendment. Repeated attempts| well, Bethune, John Blair, Boon, Cambreleng, Car', 
were made to induce him to resume his seat, and the| Chinn, Claiborne, Clay, Coke, Duncan, Felder, Gordon, 
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Harbor Bill.—General Appropriation Bill. — Bunk of the United States. 


Griffin, William Hall, Hawkins, Horn, Isacks, Jarvis, 
Richard M. Johnson, Lecompte, Lewis, Lyon, Mardis, 
Mason, William McCoy, McIntire, McKay, Plummer, 
Roane, Sewall, Standifer, Wiley Thompson, Ward, 
Campbell P. White,, Worthington--40. 

So the bill was passed, and returned to the Senate. 

{it was now near 11 o’clock; when, } 

On motion of Mr. VERPLANCK, the House went into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 
Tartor in the chair, and took up 


THE HARBOR BILL, 

{Making appropriations for carrying on certain works, 
heretofore commenced, for the improvement of harbors 
and rivers, and also for continuing and repairing the 
Cumberland road, and certain territorial roads. } 


Mr. COKE moved that the committee rise, believing 
the House to be too much exhauste:| to proceed. 

The motion was promptly negatived, and the commit- 
tee proceeded to read and amend the bill. 

The most important of the amendments were, an item 


IN CONGRESS. 


Sarurpay, Marea 2. 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. - 


The following resolution, reported yesterday by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, coming up for considera- 
tion, 

** Resolved, That the Government deposites may, in the 
opinion of the House, be safely continued in the Bank of 
the United States” — 

Mr. POLK said he hoped that gentlemen who believed 
the time of the House, at this period of the session, to be 
necessarily valuable, would not pre#s the consideration of 
this resolution upon the House at this juncture. During 
the small remainder of the session, there were several 
measures of the highest public importance which remain- 
ei tobe acted on. For one, he was extremely anxious that 
the session should close by 12 o’clock to-night, in order 
that a sitting upon the Sabbath might be avoided. He 
would not proceed in expressing his views until he should 
understand from gentlemen whether they intended to 
press the House to a vote upon this resolution. [A re- 


of twenty-five thousand dollars for the continuation of |mark was made by Mr. Ineersort, which was not heard 
surveys, under the act of 1824, and thirty-four thousand | distinctly by the reporter.] Mr. P. proceeded. As it had 
dollars for the repairs of the Cumberland road in Virginia.|been indicated that gentlemen intended to take a vote 

Various attempts were made to insert provisions in this|upon the resolution, he would ask whether it was possi- 
bill for new surveys, and the commencement of new|ble for the members of the House to express their opi- 
works, but they were all promptly rejected. nions on this subject with an adequate knowledge of the 

‘The bill was then laid aside, and the committee took| facts. The Committee of Ways and Means had spent 
up the nearly the whole session in the examination of one or two 
points connected with this subject. The range of inves- 
tigation had been, of necessity, much less extensive than 
the deep importance of the subject required; but, before 

On the subject of the expenses of the General Land|any opinion could be properly expressed, it was import- 
Office, Mr. WICKLIFFE said that the Committee on the {ant that the facts developed by the committee should be 
Public Lands had not been able, for want of time, to|understood. There had been no opportunity for this, 
complete the investigation of the concerns of that depart-|and there was no necessity for the expression of a pre- 
ment; but, from the progress they had made in it, he} mature opinion unless it was considered essential to white- 
was fully convinced that the Commissioner had made an| wash the bank. Ifthe friends of the bank deemed it in- 
improper application of the funds placed in his hands. dispensably necessary, in order to sustain the bank, to 

Mr. VERPLANCK proposed an item to cover certain| call for an expression of opinion, where the House had 
arrearages which had improperly accrued in the land| enjoyed no opportunity of examining the testimony and 
office. He did it with great reluctance, and merely be-| proof upon which alone a correct opinion could be form- 
cause the United States must, of course, pay debts con-|ed, he should be compelled, briefly, to present one or 
tracted by its authority. But the expenditure haa the|two facts to the House. It had been one of the objects 
decided disapprobation of the Committee of Ways and|of the Committee of Ways and Means to ascertain the cir- 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL 
FOR THE EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE YEAR 1833. 


Means. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE concurred in this sentiment, and 
hoped that thisinstance might prove a warning to all subor- 
dinate officers in the Government against exceeding the 
limit of the expenses they were authorized to incur. 

A good deal of discussion was had in respect to extra 
clerks in that department, and the great amount of its 
contingencies. 

Mr. VERPLANCK proposed an allowance of thirty- 
four thousand dollars for extra clerk hire in the Post Of- 
fice Department, which was promptly negatived; sixty- 
five thousand dollars was provided for completing the 
survey of the Choctaw lands, sixteen thousand for the 
Creek cession, and eighty thousand for that of the Chicka- 
saws. 

Mr. WASHINGTON moved to insert an item of two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars to enable the corpora-| 
tion of Washington to pay up its subscription to the stock 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. This amendment was} 
negatived, with the understanding that it was to be re- 
newed in the House. 


cumstances relative to the postponement of the redemp- 
tion of the three per cent. stock by the bank. With the 
mass of other important duties devolving upon the com- 
mittee, as full an investigation of the condition of the 
bank as was desirable could not be expected. ‘The com- 
mittee, therefore, had been obliged to limit their inqui- 
ries to this subject of the three per cents.; the other sub- 
jects of investigation were only incidental. Upon this 
main subject of inquiry the whole committee, majority as 
well as minority, were of opinion that the bank had ex- 
ceeded its legitimate authority, and had taken measures 
which were in direct violation of its charter. He would 
read a single sentence from the report of the majority, 
which conclusively established this position. In the trans- 
actions upon this subject, the majority of the committee 
expressly say, in their report, that ‘the bank exceeded 
its legitimate authority, and that this proceeding had no 
sufficient warrant in the correspondence of the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury.” Could language be more explicit? It 
was then the unanimous opinion of the committee, upon 
this main topic of inquiry, that the bank had exceeded its 





The bill was then laid aside, and the committee took 
up a bill appointing a clerk to sign the name of the Pre- 
sident to land warrants, which was agreed to without 
amendment; when the committee rose, and reported 


legitimate authority, and that its proceedings relative to 
the three per cents. had no sufficient warrant in the cor- 
respondence of the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
Bank of the United States, it must be remembered, had 





the bill to the House; and (a little after 1 o’clock in the 
morning } ‘ 
The House adjourned 
Vor. 1X.—121 


been made the place of deposite for the public revenues, 
for the purpose of meeting the expenditures of the Go- 
vernment. With the public money in its vaults, it was 
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bound to pay the demands of the Government. Among 
these demands upon the public money in the bank, was 
that portion of the public debt of which the redemption 
had been ordered. Had the bank manifested a willing- 
ness to pay out the public money in its possession for this 
object? On examination of the evidence it would be found 
that, as early as March, 1852, the president of the bank, 
without the knowledge of the Government directors, had 
instituted a correspondence with certain holders of the 
public debt, for the purpose of procuring a postpone- 
ment of its redemption. ‘There was, at that time, no cho- 
lera which could be charged with giving occasivn to the 
correspondence. When public notice had been given by 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the redemption of the 
debt, the president of the bank immediately came to 
Washington, and requested that the redemption might 
be postponed. And what was the reason then assigned 
by the president of the bank for this postponement? 
Why, that the measure would enable the bank to afford 
the merchants great facilities for the transaction of their 
business under an extraordinary pressure upon the mo- 
ney market. What was the evidence upon this point? 
The proof distinctly showed that there was no extraordi- 
nary pressure. The monthly statements of the bank esta- 
blished that there was, in fact, a very considerable cur- 
tailment of the facilities given to the merchants in the 
commercial cities. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE rose toa question of order. The 
subject under consxleration was a resolution declaring 
that the’ bank was a safe place of deposite for the public 
revenue. He submitted whether it was in order to dis- 


cuss upon this resolution the redemption of the three per 
cent. stock. 


the Speaker, by Mr. Tarton) decided that the remarks 
of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. PoLk] were in 
order. 

Mr. POLK proceeded. The gentleman from Kentuc- 
ky [Mr. Wick.irre]} appeared to be very sensitive upon 
this subject. 
toast given at the Jefferson dinner, expressed the most 
decided hostility to the bank. He would leave to that 


gentleman to explain the reasons which had produced | mittee of the bank to send Cadwalader to England. The 


the sudden change of his opinions, and from a violent 
opponent had converted him into a most zealous advocate 
of the bank. What was the object of explaining this 
matter of the three percent. stock? Not to waste the 


time of the House, which was now so precious, but to show | the three per cents. had been surrendered. 
that the management of the bank relative to the three | 
per cents. distinctly proved that the bank was not able to | 
pay the public money deposited in its vaults for the re-| 


demption of the public debt without obtaining a loan 
from abroad. 


and Means had not disputed the ability of the bank to 


the bank promptly paid the public morncv deposited in 
its vaults when called for? As early as October, 1831, 
the bank had anticipated that during the course of 1832 


it would not be allowed the undisturbed and permanent | deposites, he would ask whether it was necessary to sus- 
use of the public deposites. In the circular orders to the | 


several branches which were then issued, the necessity 
was stated for collecting the means for refunding those 
deposites from the loans which were then outstanding. 
Efforts were made by the branches of the West to make 
collections for that object; but those efforts entirely fail- 
ed. The debts due upon loans made by the Western 
branches had not been curtailed. It was found impossi- 
ble to curtail them. As the list of discounts had gone 
down, the list of domestic bills of exchange had gone up. 
The application before alluded to was made in March to 
Mr. Ludlow, of New York, who represented about 
1,700,000 of the public debt to postpone its redemption. 
This expedient also failed. 
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| Ludlow. 
It was not long since that gentleman, in a} 





The minority of the Committee of Ways been paid by the bank becoming debtor to the foreign 


‘holder instead of the Government. 
discharge its debts in its own convenient time; but had | 


|respondence shows that the certificates have been sent 


Then the president of the 
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bank came to Washington for the purpose of procuring 
the postponement of the period of redemption, upon the 
ground that an extraordinary pressure existed, and the 
public interest would be promoted by enabling the bank 
to use the public money in affording facilities to the mer. 
chants of the commercial cities. And what next? [) 
July, the president of the bank and the exchange com. 
mittee, without the knowledge of the head of the treasy 
ry, or of the board of directors of the bank, instituted 4 
secret mission to England, for the purpose of negotiat 
ing in effect a loan of five millions of dollars, for which 
the bank was to pay interest. The propriety or object 
of this mission was not laid before the board of directors 
and no clue was afforded tothe Government. Mr. Cad 
walader went to England upon this secret mission. On 
the Ist of October the bank was advised of the arrang: 
ment made by Cadwalader, by which it was agreed, in\x 
half of the bank, to purchase a part of the debt of 1 
foreign holders, and to defer the redemption of a par 
Now, it was well known to every one who had taken th 
trouble to read the charter of the bank, that it was cx 
pressly prohibited from purchasing public stock. On the 
15th October it was discovered that Cadwalader had ex 
ceeded his instructions. This discovery by the bank 
took place immediately after the circular letter of Baring, 
Brothers, & Co., of London, announcing that the arrange. 
ment had been published in one of the New York pa 
pers. This circular gave the first information to th 
Government, or to any one in this country, as far as he 
was advised, excepting the exchange committee of the 
bank, of the object of Cadwalader’s mission. In th 
limited time which could now be spared for this discus 


| sion, it was impossible to go through the particulars of 
The CHAIR (temporarily occupied, in the absence of} 


this scheme. It would be seen, on examination of the 
transaction, that the bank had directly interfered with 
the redemption of the public debt, for the obvious reason 
that it was unable to refund the public deposites. The 
cholera was not the ground of the correspondence with 
it was not the cholera which brought the pre 

sident of the bank to Washington, to request the post 
ponement of the redemption of the debt; nor was it th 

cholera which led to the resolution of the exchange com 


true disorder was, the impossibility in which the bank 
found itself to concentrate its funds and diminish its loans 
It had been stated in the report of the majority of the 
committee, that the certificates of the greatest portion of 
It had been 
said that there was now less than a million of this debt out 
standing. In point of fact, it would seem, from the cor- 
respondence, that between one and two millions of th 
debts of which the certificates had been surrendered, had 


The directors ap. 
pear to suppose this has not been the case, but the cor- 


home under this arrangement. After this brief explana- 
tion of the conduct of the bank in relation to the public 


tain the credit of the bank by adopting this resolutio 


Is it supposed, because a majority of the House were 


friendly to the institution, that itis necessary for them to 
declare the opinion expressed in this resolution on faith, 
and faith alone? He had no desire that the resolution 
should be negatived. If he was compelled to vote on th 

resolution, he should vote against it; but he was willing 
that Congress should defer the expression of its opinion 
until the facts upon which it must be founded are under 

stood. This opinion could make no difference as to the 
duty of the Government. Whenever the Secretary ol 
the Treasury shall deem the public deposites unsafe in the 
bank, it is made his duty to withdraw them, and to lay 
his reasons before Congress. The previous opinion of the 
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House, especially an opinion expressed without means of 
examination, neither takes from nor adds to the respon- 

sibility of the Secretary of the Treasury. Pressed as the 

Committee of Ways and Means have been with their va- 

rious duties, they had, at a late period, called for the cor-| 
respondence of the bank in September, October, and 

November, in order to ascertain, as far as migat be prac- 

ticable, by that means, the condition of the debts due 

to the bank in the West. What had been seen in this 

correspondence? That such had been the condition of 
one of the Western branches, great alarm had been felt 

as to its power of going on, and prompt assistance had 

been necessary to prevent its stopping payment. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE inquired what branch the gentleman 
referred to. 

Mr. POLK. That at Lexington, Kentucky. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE said, any difficulties in which that 
branch had been involved, had arisen from its accommo- 
dations to Jackson politicians. 

Mr. POLK. Jackson politicians! The member from | 
Kentucky can best answer to his constituents what sort| 
of Jackson politicians have been accommodated by the 
bank. Much had been said in certain quarters of the 
persecution of the bank, and of the malice of the admi-| 
nistration towards that institution. ‘The whole crime of| 
the administration is the demanding the public money} 
from the bank for the purpose of paying the public debt. 
As to the condition of the Western debt, about which so} 
much had been said, and which was represented to have 
been so much reduced, it will be found that the principal | 
reduction consists in what Mr. Cheves called race-horse | 
bills. ‘The old debt is paid by drawing a new bill, pay- 
able ina different place. When that bill becomes due, 
itis paid by another ofa similar character. Unless these 
successive discharges and creations of debt diminish its 
aggregate amount, it will be found that very little, if any 
curtailment has taken place. 

The hour allotted to morning business having expired, 

Mr. J. BATES moved the orders of the day. 

Mr. INGERSOLL expressed a hope that the debate 
would be permitted to proceed. 

Mr. BATES then withdrew the motion. 

Mr. POLK resumed. It was no fault of his that the 
report of the committee had come in at so late a period. 
He felt it to be his duty to offer a very brief exposition 
of the reasons why he did not regard it as proper for 
the House to express its opinion upon this subject with- 
out any opportunity for examination. The facts collected 
by the committee would go forth, and every man could 
then form his opinion. He would move to amend the re- 
solution by striking out the whole after the word ‘* re- 
solved,’’ and inserting ** that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject.” He would 
not pursue the discussion while so many important sub- 
jects pressed upon the House on the last day of the ses- 
sion. Whatever might appear to be the condition of the 
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could have hoped that the friends of the bank would not 
have pressed the resolution. Had it been properly in or- 
der, he would have adverted to the manner in which the 
bill relative to the sale of the bank stock had been treat- 
ed--and all reply to the arguments of those who opposed 
it prevented by the previous question. He enjoyed the 
satisfaction of having endeavored to discharge his duty to 
the country in relation to this subject. Should he hve, 
he trusted to be able to contribute something further to- 
wards the development of the transactions of this institu- 
tion. From what had already been disclosed, it appeared 
that the most important business of the bank is exclu- 
sively transacted by the committee of exchange appoint- 
ed by the President of the bank, and under his immedi- 
ate direction. That this committee makes no report of 
its proceedings to the board of directors, and that none 
of the directors appointed in behalf of the United States 
are members of this committee. It appeared to him to 
be the most consummate folly to go through the ceremo- 
ny of appointing directors for the purpose of protecting 
the public interest, while these directors are excluded 
from all knowledge and participation of the more import- 
ant transactions of the bank. He would appeal to the 
House whether we ought to be satisfied with the manage- 
ment of an institution so deeply connected for good or 
evil with the great interests of the country in which those 
appointed to guard the public interest are totally deprived 
of all means of knowledge of its leading measures. 

Messrs. MCDUFFIE and INGERSOLL rose simulta- 
neously. The former gentleman was named by the Chair. 
Mr. McD. then remarked that he would give way to the 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, of Connecticut, said, the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Pox] who had just addressed the 
House, could not regret more than he did, the late pe- 
riod at which this question is presented. But who were 
chargeable with the delay? Not, certainly, the bank, 
nor any of its friends. No sooner was this subject refer- 
red, and the news of it had reached Philadelphia, than 
Mr. Biddle addressed a letter to the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, respectfully offering 
every facility-to the proposed investigation, and inviting 
the utmost latitude of search. ‘There had been also con- 
stant and untiring efforts made to bring the report for- 
ward earlier in the session, that it might receive the ac- 
tion of the House before the adjournment. The friends of 
the bank, he repeated, were the last who should be held 
responsible for the tardy movements now complained of. 

Mr. POLK here rose, and said that he had asked but 
for the postponement of a single day, to enable him to 
complete the minority report. That was refused, but 
the chairman having accidentally left the majority report 
at his lodgings, the delay he had requested was obtained. 

Mr. INGERSOLL resumed. It was not that to which 
he alluded. An effort had been made a week ago to 
have the report made; the examination of witnesses was 


bank at a superficial glance, a careful scrutiny of its mea-| then closed, and our labors were about to be submitted 
sures and its affairs would satisfy any impartial mind that | to the House, as he supposed, when, to his surprise, the 
its condition was not that which had been represented by| gentleman from ‘Tennessee asked for delay, to send to 
its zealous friends. Without dwelling upon the particu-| Philadephia for further correspondence, which would 
lars, he would sum up his objections to the resolution in| necessarily require some time to have copied, and but 
its present form, by stating that the bank had unwarrant-| for this we should have had the subject before us seve- 
ably interfered with the arrangements of the Govern-|ral days since, with ample opportunity for the fullest ex- 
ment in reference toa great national object. In this, |amination, and the freest debate. Then, as tothe wit- 
both the majority and minority of the committee had|nesses summoned, they were nearly all brought before 
agreed. The secret of this interference would never] the committee on the motion of the gentleman from Ten- 
have been disclosed, but from the accidental publication} nessee. He took his own course; every body was exam- 
of the circular of the Barings, addressed to the European|ined whom he saw fit to send for, as was certainly right 
holders of the three per cents. ‘The correspondence|and proper. He [Mr. I.] did not complain of this, but 
which had now for the first ttme been drawn from the| surely we ought not now to be responsible for this course, 
bank was most material and important in the decision of] since, in consequence of it, the report has been kept 
question, and was until this time entirely unknown| back to the heel of the session. 
either io the Treasury Departme nt or to the House, fe! Mr. POLK said he had called for the examination ef 
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no one, excepting the directors appointed by the Gover n-| ‘¢ ienieaaliiaie fand” of me a million and a half, when 
ment, and General Cadwalader. you used them as places of deposite on a former occasion 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Gentlemen had summoned whom| The banks of the State of New York would probably 

they pleased: he [Mr. I.] had called not a single witness. | come in for a larger share of the Government deposites 
He was willing to trust the scrutiny to the hands of the|than those of any other States, for_there the greates: 
opponents of the bank—Ict them probe it to suit them-| portion of the revenue is collected; and let us see how 
selves. Allhe asked was, when they were done, that| they stand. It appears by an official statement, recently 
they would permit the House to pass its opinion, and| published by sworn commissioners, that they have bij 
send the whole to the people for their ultimate decision. | about $1,700,000 in specie, to a circulation of about 
For himself, he must confess, he was sick of seeing re-|twelve millions: and it will further appear, by the ey 
ports sent forth, unaccompanied by any opinion of either| dence reported, that at the time when those banks had 
House of Congress upon them. ‘The people have been} but this inconsiderable amount of specie on hand, they 
surfeited with such papers: we have had majority re-| were indebted to the United States Bank more than (yo 
ports, and minority reports, and what an honorable mem-| millions of dollars, which might have been called f) 
ber from South Carolina, [Mr. W. R. Davis,] he believed, | any day, thus draining them of every specie dollar 

called unicorn reports, but they all brought us to no} Wilk any man, can any man, with these statements bh, 
practical result, so long as they were not acted on by the| fore him, say that the safety of the public funds requir 
House. ‘They filled the flying folios of the newspapers] their removal to the local banks? Jt was in vain to blin} 
of the day, or crammed the mails in the shape of public) this question by going into the extraneous matter of th. 
documents during the recess, without benefiting any’ 


| three per cent. arrangement, which had been now near! 
class of our citizens much, except the legions of specu-| brought toa close. ‘The Secretary has put the qu 


lators, moneyed and political, who sometimes turn them) to us in regard to the safety of the bank as a place of 
to a profitable account. it was time that these matters| posite for the public money, and we are bound at all ev: 
were treated ina different way--that the representatives; to respond to that. But if gentlemen are determine: 

of the people should new act. This resolution, he re-|rake up the three per cent. affair, he was willing to me: 
joiced to see, had something tangible in it: it invites us) them there also; for he believed that transaction, fron 
to speak .out, and to say, ssi sr the solemnity of our| | beginning to end, to have been fair, prudent, and hon 
oaths, whether the Government deposites ought to be| able, and intended much more to aid the mercantile cor 
codtioned where they now are, and have been in safety | munity, especially those indebted to the Government « 
for the last seventeen years, or whether they shall be} custom-house bonds, than for any particular accommoda 
carried into the market, to be bid for by the local institu-| tion to the bank itself, except so far as it might be ben: 


tions. Will gentlemen now turn from this inquiry the | fited by shielding its customers, and the local banks too 
moment we have reached it, and tell us that it does not| 


from an unusual and unnecessary pressure. Much str 
belong to us; that it ought not to be settled before we se-| had been placed on the mission of General Cadwalade: 


parate? Have we then been employed all winter, in our| Europe. It had been culled a seeret mission, unauthi 
committee room, to no purpose? Or, have we been rized by the board of directors, and particularly without 
working, day and night, merely to raise a smoke for po- | the knowledge or authority cf the Government directo! 
litical effect, at the end of the session, under which a Now, sir, it isan undeniable fact, that early in the spring 
new set of majority and minority reports are to be launch-| of 1832, in the month of Mareb, ata regular meeting 
ed upon the public, still leaving the opinion of the House | the board, at which two of the Government directors, 1 
on these grave matters unrevealed? Has not Congress | siding in Philadelphia, were present, (the )::rd being : 
been directly called upon, and from high authority, too, | cidentally in the country,) the President submitted | 
to express an opinion? Did not the Secretary of the! views in ‘relation to paying off the three per cents. in t! 
Treasury, in his annual financial report, invite it? and! course of the year, more than one-half of which he stated 
was not the subject brought to our view in the Execu-| belonged to foreigners, the withdrawal of whos¢ fu 
tive message, at the opening of the session? We have | might possibly expose the community to great inco 


not sought for this inquiry, but we cannot shun it, with) nience, unless some measure should be taken for defer 


credit to ourselves, since it has been put to us. | ring a part of the payments; after which it was, by tl 


What, then, is the condition of the Bank of the United | board, 
States, asa place of safe deposite, compared with the| ‘* Resolved, That the 
other banking institutions of the country? From the 





subjects of the communicat 
jjust made by the President, be referred to the Committ: 


evidence now spread before the House, he would assert | )on E xchange, with authority to make, on behalf of tl 
with confidence that it was decidedly more sound than! bank, whatever 


the State banks, to which the funds must go, if taken| three per cent. stock of the United States mpy; in the 
from their present place of deposite. Nay, from an ex-! opinion, 


hibit lately made of the affairs of the Bank of England, | and the interests of the institution.” 


arrangements with the holders of t! 


best promote the convenience of thie publi , 


it will be seen that the United States Bank, in proportion} This resolutionis recorded in the books of the bank 
to its capital, is the strongest of the two, applying the| was passed in the presence of two of the Governmen 
same tests to the comparative statements of each. Let | directors, and at the next meeting of the board was read 
us see how these different institutions appear by each|over in their presence, and in the presence of the tl 
other’s side. The Bank of the United States has now} Government director, who bad then returned to the 
about nine millions of specie, to a circulation of about! There was no secrecy in all this. The 
seventeen millions and a half. All the local banks in the | always open, as the books of the bank always we! 
Union, combined, have but between ten and eleven mil-| the inspection of every director, and every Governn 
lions of specie to a oa a of about sixty-eight mil-|spy who might have a right to examine them. On¢ 
lions. The Bank of England, by its latest returns, had, | the directors on the part of the Government belonged | 
speaking in dollars, about twenty six millions of specie|the very exchange committee to whom we subject h \ 
to a circulation of about ninety-millions. And yet, with! been referred. He alluded to Nicholas Biddle, who 
facts like these staring us in the face, it is gravely sug-| for several years, and under different administrat ions tilt 
gested that the deposite: s would bé in less danger of be ing | Jy inuary last, been appointe -d a director by the Go em 
squandered if removed to the local banks, with their cir-| ment. And although, since this controversy has ar! 
culation six times beyond the specie in their yaults: ay, | regard to renewing the charter, Mr. Biddle had beet 

sir, to local banks, which left }ou saddled with a certain} off by the administration, yet 
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an honest man, and no one on this floor would say to the| sury; - but it is a mighty o Mienee when the bank, theoogh 
contrary. This committee, thus organized, and thus fully! its agent, proposes an arrangement, not more exception 
empowered, as has been shown by the board, to make all| able certainly, with the original holders of the certificates 
the arrangements which they might see fit, in regard to|in Europe. We can make a flourish about paying off the 
the payment of the three per cents., sent General Cad-| national debt, while the Secretary of the Treasury has at 
walader to England, as he had been entrusted with aj the same time a private understanding with the bank te 
similar mission under the presidency of Mr. Cheves, and] ‘delay the presentation” of the stock certificates which 
through his agency a portion of the European holders of! it may happen to hold, even if ‘interest is to be paid by 
three per cents. have agreed to give up their certificates| the United States during the interval;” but if the bank 
to the Government, thus clearing the United States from] proposes to allow interest to the European stockholders, 
- further liability, and taking the house of Baring &/ though their certificates should not be delayed, but sur 
Co. of Lendon, in whose hands the bank has ample funds, | rendered up, that is a very different affair; it so shocks 
as security for their money, W hich they will receive with | the sensibility of the Secretary, notwithstanding he penned 
interest in October, 1833. By this arrangement the busi-| the letter of 19th July, that he sends the matter to us, as 
ness men of our country, w ho are debtors to the bank,|a grave subject for inquiry, and hints a doubt as to the 
have not been disturbed in their usual accommodations, | safety of his deposites. Now, sir, the bank had precisely 
though their discounts must have been materially cur-|the same right to come to the arrangement with the Eu 
tailed, and the local banks pressed in their turn too for| ropean stockholders, even if it had been agreed with them 
balances, had these foreigners all been paid at the coun-|to ‘delay the presentation” of their certificates, as Mr. 
ter of the bank, on this side of the Atlantic—-and the re- | Secretary McLane had to come to an understanding with 
sult to the Government (the certificates being surren-| the bank to ‘ delay the presentation” of ‘any certificates 
dered) is the same as if the specie had been shipped | within its control, on being paid the interest. The Secre 
abroad in exchange for the stock certificates. So high | t tary is not the United States, nor the Government—he is 
is the credit of this institution in Europe, as appears by ‘but a high — honorable public servant, and the bank is 
the correspondence, which had not been received at the} an humble o1 When, therefore, gentlemen ask what 
time the directors appeared befure the committee, and| authority the ‘bent bad to do what it has done, let'them 
therefore is not in the evidence reported, that some of the | first tell us where and how does the accuser of the bank, 
foreign holders have refused to take the money, and in-|the Secretary of the Treasury, obtain the power to do 
sisted on the bank’s keeping it at an interest of only three | what he has done. Itis true he did not have to resort to 
per cent. till next October, under a previous offer. They} the bank, as things turned out, for funds to enable him 
have, however, while doing this, surrendered their certi-| to meet his payme nts; nor did it become necessary for 
ficates so as to exonerate ‘the treasury from any liability | the bank to **delay the presentation” of the certificate 
to them. The bank had the funds in Europe in the|but that does not vary the right of either to enter into 
hands of its agents, to pay them off, and through its agent | their respective arrangements. If the Secretary’s lette1 
made a tender of the money, which the holders declined| of 19th July, recognising the understanding to ** delay 
taking. Let it be remembered, too, that when General! the presentation” of the certificates when the funds might 
Cadwalader embarked, it was wholly uncertain whether | fall short, has worked no harm, neither has the arrange 
the condition of the treasury would enable the Secretary| ment of the bank agent worked any harm in regard to 
to pay off the debt advertised to be paid, without obtain-|/the three per cents.; for more of those certificates have 
ing money for this favorite purpose of the Secretary, from! been actually paid off and surrendered to the treasury 
this same much abused bank. Mr. I. said he wished the| than would have been had no movement been made about 
House to mark, and the cauntry to know, that on the 19th them. It may be a little curious to know how the Secre- 
of last July, the Secretary addressed a letter to the presi-|tary had met these payments without resorting to the 
dent of the bank, stating that if the funds of the United} bank for aid. Mr. 1. said he had looked into this matter, 
States should happen to be inadequate to the redemption | and believe« 1 the business had been done in this way. 
of the three per cents , he must rely on the bank for the; The Secretary had taken moneys that had been appro- 
necessary facilities. Here is the letter of ps McLane; priate d by Congress to other objects, the unsatisfied ap 
that there shall be no mistake about it, you shall have its| propriations, so called, and applied them to the payment 
very language. It is dated, Treasury Department, 19th| of the public debt. The annual report on the finances 
July, 1 832, and reads thus: had informed us that there were due from the treasury 
‘**Sir, it was not until to-day that [ have been able to| about five and a half mill'ons of dollars for unsatisfied ap 
ascert: Ain the amount of the appropriations made at the! propriations; neaily the whole of this amount had been 
last session of Congress, and therefore 1 have not been| taken by the Secretary, and ap plied a rds the extin 
able to decide before now upon the amount of the three| guishment of the funded debt. Besides this, Congre 
per cents. to be redeemed onthe Ist of October. I find, 
as Was supposed when you were here, that we shall be 





at the last session granted pensions to the gallant remnant 
of our revolutionary worthies who had not received the 
able to pay off about two-thirds at that time. A notice}! benefit of former Jaws--thus providing for a debt which, 
will accordingly be given in to-morrow’s paper for the|above all others, should have been promptly discharged, 
payment of that amount.on the Ist of October, and the| inasmuch as it had been already long delayed. There 
remaining one-third on the Ist of January. This has| would be due to these men, according to the estimate of 
been done with the understanding had between us, that|the Secretary of W: ar, sent to us eal ly in the session, 
if it should happen that the public moneys are insufficient |about four millions of dollars, includ 


+ the arrears 
g@ tne arrearages. 


ng t 
to complete those payments, the bank will delay the pre-| This was over andl above the five and a half millions of 


sentation of any certificates of which it may “have the! unsatisfied appropriations before referred to —— has 
control until the funds are sufficient to meet them, the | not been force en oan in the Pension — € to =e Ss upon 
interest to be paid by the United States during the in-| these claims as prom tly as it was suy edt oie would 
terval.” have been, and as he [ Mr. I.) thou “as taaee ous ht to have 

Yes, sir, the Treasury Departm nt was arranging with | been; and consequently but a moderate amount had been 


the bank, if the state of the public funds should require disbursed on their account prior to the Ist o f January. 
it, to hold back the stock certificates, which the Secre-) What was not paid to these venerable men, but would 
tary had invited in by an official advertisement, andj have been had there been force enough in the offices to 
which he was bound to pay when presented. All this| examine and d le upon their claims, had been also turn 
vas very right in the high officer at the head of the trea-!ed over to swell the payments of the funded debt. Hi 
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did not say there had been fault in this, but there was 
hardly a member of Congress who has not his drawer at 
this moment filled with letters from these men, many of 
them decrepit, and bowed down by the frosts of eighty 
winters, complaining that they have not yet been able tu 
receive what Congress granted to them eight months ago, 
and beseeching their representatives to aid them in pro- 
curing the little pittance to comfort them in this incle- 
ment season. Many of them have stood at the Pension 
Office ‘‘like shivering beggars at a bolted door,” while 
we, in this gorgeous hall, are boasting of having paid off 
the debts of the revolution. If these claims had been 
paid within six months from the time Congress had au- 
thorized them to be paid, it was evident that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury could not have accomplished his pay- 
ments of the public debt, even taking to his aid the five 
and a half millions of other unsatisfied appropriations, un- 
less he had resorted to a temporary loan, or had relied 
on the bank to ‘‘delay the presentation” of the certifi- 
cates, allowing interest for the accommodation. Mr. I. 
said he should not undertake to decide how far it was 
proper in a Secretary of the Treasury to take money | 
which has been once appropriated, before the appropria- | 
tion is satisfied, and apply it to a different object, even 
though that object be the payment of the public debt. 
It is a power which Congress does not ordinarily exer- 


The fourth section of the same act directs, ‘* That, af 
ter the year 1817, whenever there shall be, at any time 
after the adjournment of Congress, in any year, a surplus 
of money in the treasury, above the sums appropriated 
for the service of such year, the payment of which to the 
commissioners of the sinking fund will yet leave in the 
treasury, at the end of the year, a balance equal to two 
millions of dollars, then such surplus shall be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated to the sinking fund, to b 
paid at such time as the situation of the treasury will bes 
permit, and shall be applied by the commissioners thereof 
to the purchase or redemption of the public debt.” 

It is true that this fourth section of Mr. Lowndes’s aci, 
reserving two millions in the treasury beyond the appro 
priations for the service of the year, has been since, very 
unwisely, as he [ Mr. 1.] believed, repealed by a law 
which originated in the Senate in 1830. That law (the 
act of 1830) authorizes the Secretary, whenever the tre 
sury showsa surplus of funds, ‘ to cause such surplus to! 
placed at the disposal of the commissioners of the sink 
fund, and the same shall be applied by them to the rein 
bursement or purchase of the principal of the publi 
debt, at such times as the state of the treasury will be 
admit.”’ 

You can, therefore, under this act, take the two n 
lions which Mr. Lowndes’s prudence would have reser 


cise: we do not grant compensation for a horse lost in an|¢ed, if the Secretary so wills it; but still you can take n 
Indian fight on the frontiers, without expressly providing | thing that is not ‘‘ surplus;” and what is meant by surplus, 
that it is to be paid ‘‘out of any money in the treasury | has been already shown by the act of 1817 to be mo 
not otherwise appropriated.” And can the head of a de-/in the treasury above the sums appropriated. 
partment do what Congress cannot, or does not? Mr. POLK wished to know whether there was not 
Mr. POLK wished to understand whether the gentle-|the 1st of October, three millions in the treasury, and on 
man from Connecticut contended that the commissioners | the Ist of January, seven hundred thousand dollars ove 
of the sinking fund had no authority to order the re-|and above all claims, of every description, upon the tr 
demption of more than ten millions of the public debt |sury, and unavailable funds. 
in one year. He had understood they were expressly | Mr. INGERSOLL. No: not of legitimate funds belon 
authorized to go to any extent beyond that sum that the |ing to the United States. On the Ist of January the trea 
condition of the treasury could authorize. |sury was scraped to the bottom. There was on hand 
Mr. INGERSOLL. The standing appropriation to the ;about seven hundred thousand dollars of money receiv 
sinking fund is ten millions annually; perhaps this | from the Danish Government for spoliations on our con 
should be satisfied in preference to other appropriations, | merce, which belonged to American merchants, for whon 
but, during the last year, about seventeen millions have |it had been recovered; and, within a few days afterwards, 
been applied; and this excess over the ten millions can-|the greater part of that, as he had been informed, had 
not be applied by the commissioners, unless there is a|been expended, leaving only a little over one hundred tho 
surplus to that extent in the treasury. But does the gen-|sand dollars beyond the amount of warrants issued; 
tleman from Tennessee call money already appropriated the-whole of that would have vanished long before if t 
to one object, and for which the treasury is liable, a sur-| pensioners of the revolution had been generally attend 
plus’? Is money due to revolutionary pensioners a surplus, | to, and their claims allowed, to say nothing of the five an 
which may be taken to sink the funded debt? It was not|a half millions of unsatisfied appropriations outstandi1 
so understood by that distinguished statesman, so often | against the treasury at the close of the last year. 
alluded to, and never mentioned but with the most pro- Mr. BOON now moved the orders of the day, w! 
found respect, the lamented Lowndes, who had, for se-|the House refused. 
veral years, stood at the head of the Committee of Ways} Mr. INGERSOLL then said, after the great indulgenc 
and Means. He was for always retaining in hand at least | he had received, he felt that Le could not better r 
two millions of dollars, not in the ragged trash of broken! the kindness of the House, just manifested by its \ 
banks, but of sound money, over and above the sums ap-|than by declining to take up more of its valuable tim: 
propriated for the service of the year. The policy of his| this the last day of the session, though there were other‘ 
masterly mind is delineated in an act which he penned, and | pics on which, under other circumstances, he would 
carried through Congress in 1817, for the redemption of | desirous of being heard. He preferred the House sho 
the public debt—an act which ought to stand as one of the|act rather than listen to him; he would, therefore, b¢ 
most enduring monuments of his fame. You will see by it| fore he sat down, move for the previous question on th 
what he meant by asurplus. The third section provides, | resolution; and, as we have had a speech from each s le, 
«« That, in addition to the sum of ten millions of dollars, | he hoped the motion would be sustained by common 
hereinbefore annually appropriated to the sinking fund, |sent, that we may decide this question at once, and | 
there shall be appropriated, for the year 1817, the fur-|on to the other business which must be attended to be! 
ther sum of nine millions of dollars, to be paid out of any |the session closes. He accordingly moved the pres 
moneys not otherwise appropriated, at such time within |question, but withdrew his motion, for the present, 4! 
the year as the Secretary of the Treasury shall deem most | request of 
conducive to the public interest, to be applied, by the Mr. McDUFFIE, who said he was aware that this 
commissioners of the sinking fund, to the purchase or re-| not the proper period to go into a discussion of this 
demption of the public debt.” The surplus here trans- | ject; and had it so pleased the honorable gentleman ! 
ferred to the sinking fund, for that year, is expressly | Tennessee, {Mr. Potx,}] he should have been cont 
limited to ‘money not otherwise appropriated.” the House should have given a silent yete on t 
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tion presented to it. He differed from that honorable gen- 
tleman as to the propriety of adopting it. He believed 
that it was not only right, but that, undér the circum. 
stances of the case, it was the solemn duty of the House 
to express their opinion as to the proposition contained in 
the resolution. What! were they to be told that the dis- 
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\this communication to Congress with a view of getting 
the opinion of Congress on the question submitted to them. 


The question was now presented to the House in the shape 


of a resolution, and he should regard its adoption as per- 


fectly conclusive in a practical point of view. Any admi- 
nistration which, after the expression by Congress of the 


position of the public revenue of the country was a ques-| opinion advanced in this resolution, should withdraw the 


tion for a Secretary of the Treasury? 


That officer had, | national deposites from the bank, would deserve, as it 


indeed, a limited discretion, enabling him to take the pub-; would assuredly receive, the execration of the country. 
lic deposites out of any bank during the recess of Con-| Mr. McD. hoped that no gentleman’s opinion, as to the 
gress, his act to be subject to the judgment of the Con. | constitutionality or unconstitutionality of the bank, would 
gress at its following session. It was Congress, and not| prevent him from expressing his honest conviction as to 


the Secretary, that was to be the judge where the funds) the state of its affairs. 


of the nation should be placed. 


Who had brouglit this question before Congress? Was| proceeding. 


it the bank? No; it was the President of the United 
States: it was the Secretary of the Treasury: and they 


had presented the subject in a form which made it the so-| 
lemn duty of the House to pronounce its opinion on the! 
But the gen-| 


grave and weighty matter submitted to it. 
tleman from Tennessee had asked the House, very grave- 
ly, whether they were prepared to pronounce judgment 
against the administration, and against all who voted with 
him on this subject. Ah! Was the administration then on 
its trial before that House and the country? So that, if the 
flouse should declare that the National Bank is a safe 
place of deposite for the funds of the Government, it was 


> to be viewed as a condemnation of the President and his 
) Secretary? Mr. McD. knew of no principle on which such 
F a conclusion rested, than this, that the greater the truth, 
the greater the libel. 


When the House declared that the 
bank was asafe place of deposite for those funds, it spoke 


Mr. McD. would not speak what he thought about this 
He would not say that it was persecution; 
but he would say that the opinion expressed by the Pre- 
sident of the United States and the Secretary of the 
Treasury was, under all the circumstances, the most per- 
nicious and the most unwarrantable ever put forth by 
public men. What, in fact, had saved the whole com- 
munity from one universal wreck? Nothing but the fact 
that our commercial community possessed too much intel- 
ligence to believe what had been told them by the ad- 
ministration. In any other country, such a declaration 
would have produced a panic, which, however unfound- 
ed, must have brought the bank toruin. Thanks be to 
God, and to our commercial community, the thing had 
been but a five days’ wonder, and had passed away; and 
such a declaration, if put forth now from the same source, 
would have no more influence in the community than if it 
proceeded from the most insignificant individual in the 
country. 


> the truth. 


None dare to say that it was not the truth, the} Mr. McD. said he was anxious till the period should 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. And had Con-|arrive when the public deposites should no longer be sub- 
gress come to that pass, that they dare not tell the truth|ject to the control of the Government. He was anx- 
to the American people, because the President and his! ious to avoid this speculation of funds in market, and the 
Secretary had expressed a different opinion, and that|local banks bidding for them. Then gentlemen would 
without the shadow of foundation? Mr. McD. had been|see a game worthy to be contemplated by a philosopher. 


utterly astonished that any department of this Govern- 
ment should have expressed so extraordinary an opinion 
as that the national deposites were not safe in the Bank 


A Sécretary of the Treasury, with power to place the 


| public funds wherever he pleased, could control the Go- 
jvernment and the people, principalities and powers— 


of the United States. He solemnly declared that, through jall, all would be at his beck; they could not resist him. 


every period of the investigation which had taken place, 
he had had but one opinion, which was, that, inthe whole 
civilized world, there did not exist a bank more perfectly 
competent to meet all its engagements, and which better 
fulfilled all the ends for which it had been created. He 
would go further, and declare it his opinion that there 


= wasno such bank in the world, and no such currency in 
: existence any where. No Government had received such 


But God forbid that these funds should be put in market, 
as a méans for political gamblers to make their way to 
power. 

If the deposites were to be taken out of the Bank of the 
United States, where were they to go’? He presumed it 
required no miraculous inspiration to foretell that they 
were to go into the banks of New York; and if they did, 
how would the transaction stand before the eyes of pos- 


| facilities from any bank whatever as the American Go- terity? 
» vernment had constantly received, and was still receiving, 


» make every question a party question? 


To take the Government deposiies out of a bank 
possessing more than half of its whole circulation in spe- 


from the Bank of the United States. While the bank had |¢ie, and place them in banks whose specie capital did not 


; funds in its possession to pay all its debts, meet its whole | amount to one-seventh of their circulation! 
circulation, and all its other engagements of every kind, 


» and had, moreover, forty-two millions of dollars for its 
5 stockholders, that Government should tell the people 


He never could give his assent to this, nor would he 
countenance any measure which might be seized upon as 
giving a pretext todo so. After a grave question had 
that their deposites were not safe there, and that Con-|been made by the President as to the soundness of the 


§ gress must not have the firmness and justice to declare to|bank, if Congress should say nothing, that officer might 


the contrary? It was most extraordinary. Were they to|conclude, as he had once done in reference to a certain 


Must every man | [Indian treaty which he had submitted for ratification. The 


; be exactly in the vein of the President and his Secre-|Senate not having acted upon it, he considered himself at 


tary’? Was the House to be held as making an attack | liberty to carry it intoexecution. He might say, ‘I told 


; upon the President because it told the truth—a truth | Congress that the United States Bank was an unsafe place 
| which the ge 


ntleman from Tennessee would not himself | for the public money; they said nothing to the contrary; 
deny? Did the gentleman himself believe, on his con-|silence gives consent; and, therefore, transfer the depo- 
f 


; science, that the Government deposites were not safe in| sites without further ceremony.” 
s the bank? Hedid not. There was not a man in the Unit. | 


. Mr. McD. observed that he wished to say a few words 
ed States, capable of comprehending the subject, who|to which he was prompted by a sacred sense of duty: 
could hold, or would avow such an opinion. ithey had reference to the president of the bank, Mr. 

Mr. McD. said he would tell the House, in a few words, Nicholas Biddle. He knew that gentleman well; and 
the reason why he wished this resolution to pass. He pre-|he conscientiously believed that there did not live a more 
sumed that the President of the United States had made |honest or more honorable man on the face of the earth. 
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No man in the United States possessed a more thorough The iontion was seconded by the Mouse: Yeas 86, 
knowledge of banking, in all its operations; and never | nays 30. 

had an institution been managed with more perfect judg-| The previous question was then carried; and the main 
ment, or more consummate ability, than this had been by | question, on the adoption of the resolution, was put, and 
him. decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

As to the issue made up between the Secretary ofthe} YEAS. -—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Alle , 
Treasury and Mr. Biddle, Mr. MeD. had nothing to do} Appleton, Arnold, Ashley, Babcock, Banks, Noyes Bar 
with it; but, on the mere question of finance, he would | ber, John S. Barbour, Barnwell, Barringer, Burson, 
say, that, if ‘the Secretary had taken the advice of Mr. | Isaac C. Bates, Briggs, Bucher, Burd, Burges, Cahoon, 
Biddle in reference to the French claims, he would hav elC hoate, Claiborne, Eleuthe - Cc ooke, Bates Cooke, 
saved the treasury between eight and nine hundred thou- iC ooper, Corwin, Coulter, Craig, Crane, Crawfo; i, 
sand dollars. The advice of the president of the baik| | Creighton, Daniel, Davenport, John Davis, zs arborn, 
had been asked by the Secretary as to the best mode of | Denny, Dickson, Drayton, Draper, Duncan, | Ellsworth, 
drawing for the French indemnities. ‘The advice had | George Evans, Joshua Evans, Edward Everett, Horace 
been promptly given, viz. that the Secretary’s wisest; Everett, Ford, Gilmore, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall 
course would be to draw a bill at once, and the bank| Hawes, Hiester, Hodges, Howarc, Hughes, Huntington, 
would purchase it; as, if ie postponed it, the rate of ex-|Thrie, Ingersoll, Jarvis, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, 
change would probably be higher. The Secretary had/ Kendall, Henry King, Letcher, Lewis, Marshal!, Max 
rejected the advice, and postponed drawing until the an-| well, Robert McCoy, McDuffie, McIntire, McKay, Mc 
ticipated rise in exchange had taken place, and then hed Kennan, Mercer, Milligan, Muhlenberg, Nelson, New 
been much disappointe dand displeased bec ause he could | Newton, Patton, Pearce, Pendleton, Pitcher, Potts, Ran- 
not get the same terms from the bank as had been offer-|dolph, John Reed, Rencher, Root, Russel, Semmes, 
ed hinr before. Sewall, William B. Shepard, Stephens, Stewart, Storrs, 

Mr. McD. said that he did not know for what purpose | Sutherland, Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Tra. 
a discussion on the subject of the threeper cents. had been|cy, Verplanck, Vinton, Washington, Watmough, Wil. 
brought forward. He would only say that the gentleman ikin, Elisha Whittlesey, Frederick Whittlesey, Edward 
from Tennessee had seemed to dwell with emph: ASiS upon | iD. White, Wickliffe, Williams, Young.—109. 
an equivocal phrase in the report of the majority of the} NAYS.—Messrs. Anderson, Angel, Archer, James 
Committee of Ways and Means, and had labored to show | Bates, Beardsley, Bergen, Bethune, John Blair, Bouck, 
that the committee had declared that the bank had * ex-|John Brodhead, Carr, Clay, Clayton, Connor, Dayan, 
ceeded its powers.” He would give to the House an ex-| Fitzgerald, Gaither, Gordon, Thomas H. Hall, Harper, 
planation of the facts which had led to that expression.| Hawkins; Hoffman, Holland,- Horn, Hubbard, a m 
The agent of the bank had made a ne with the hold- King, Lecompte, Lyon, Mann, M: ardis, Mason, Mec a! 
ers of Government securities abroad, which the bank had| Mitchell, Pierso ny Polk, Edw’d C. Reed, Soule, Speigt ht, 
not authorized him to make. The directors had disavowed | Standifer, Francis Thomas, Wiley Thompson, Wardwell, 
thec tract. Ifa disavowal of a contract was to be con-| W ayne, Weeks, Campbell P. White, Worthington 
strued into a transcending of the powers of the bank, the .-46. 
gentleman was welcome to make the most of it. The So the House resolved that the Government deposit 
greater part of this stock, however, was now paid off; lit-| may, in the opinion of the House, be safely continued 
tle more than a million remained. The gentleman had|the Bank of the United States. 
said that more than a million of dollars had been obtained} ‘The House then took up the general appropriation bill 
on condition that the bank would become responsible in-| with the amendments reported from the Committee of the 
stead of the Government; and this the ge ntleman seemed! Whole. 
to consider as a going in debt en the part of the bank. Some desultory debate occurred on one or two of th 
But did not the ge ntleman know that the bank held, in items—particularly on an amendment offered by Mr. I 
the hands of the Barings, three millions to meet this?’ They; EVERETT, to extend the franking privilege by giving 
had more meney than was sufficient to pay it all, and all|it to members from the period of sixty days before their 
the three per cents. outstanding beside. le ntering Congress, to the first day of the Congress s 

Mr. McD. concluded by asking what the House was|cee ding. This amendment was agreed to. The item ol 
prepare dtodo with the resolution which was peture it thirty -four thousand dollars, for extra clerk hire in et 
All it called upon the House to say, was, that = d lepo Post Office Department, produced a somewhat shar . 
sites were safe in the bank. Ifany man doubted this, let| bate, in which Messrs. WHITTLESEY and WICKLIFI 
hii fay so. opposed, and Messrs. CONNOR and R. M. Sonenecs 

Mr. McD). then (agreeably to the promise he had given | defended and supported the amendment. A letter of the 
when he rose) moved the previous question. late Postmaster General was read; and, after some desu! 

Mr. WAYNE requested him to withdraw it. He re-|tory conversation on a few amendinents of minor import 
ferred the gentleman to Mr. Ineensont; but, while these | ance, 
gentlemen were conversing on the subject, | Mr. HUBBARD demanded the previous Wee t 

Mr. WHITTLESEY rose, and, after a word or two, | which was seconded, put, and carried; and the bill 
moved the previous question. then ordered to its third reading. 

Mr. PATTON moved to lay the resolution on the table.| The House then took a recess from 4 tu 6 0’: lock 

On this motion, Mr. POLK demanded the yeas and nays 

Mr. WAYNE remonstrated, and believed that the mo 
tion of Mr. Wurrriesry had been out of time, and out of! The House were occupied in reading : a time, 
order. passing, some of the appropriation bills, 

The CHAIR deciding otherwise, A joint resolution with an amendment, oie the Senat 

Mr. WAYNE submitted. exte nding the interpretation of the pension law, occas 

The question was then put on Mr. Parroy’s motion to/ed some debate. Mr. WICKLIFFE oppos d the resolu 
lay the resolution on the table, and decided by yeas and ition, and moved to lay it .on the table, but withdrew b 
nays: Yeas 79, nays 96. motion for Mr. HUBBARD to explain. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. Mr. WICKLIFFE further opposed, and Mr. DAS IS 

Che question then recurred on the motion of Mr. Warr-/|of Massachusetts, advocated the resolution, insisting that 
TLkseY for the previous question pensions cught to run, not only to the proclamation 
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peace, but till the day of the disbanding of the revolu- 
tionary army, (September, 1783.) _ ; 

The question being taken on laying the resolution on 
the table, it was decided in the — Yeas 64, nays75. 

The Senate’s amendment was then concurred in. 

The appropriation bill for the Engineer and Ordnance 
Departments was amended by inserting an item of nine 
thousand dollars for the pu of forty-five acres of 
land near Watervliet, in the State of New York, and then 
ordered to its third reading. 

A bill increasing the number of passengers, in propor- 
tion to tonnage, which vessels may bring into the United 
States, coming up, Mr. JARVIS moved to lay it upon the 
table. The motion prevailed: Yeas 74. 

The bill.empowering the President to change the loca- 
tion of land offices was laid on the ‘table. 

‘The bill giving the assent of Congress to an act of the 
State of Virginia, on the subject of the Cumberland road, 
coming up, Mr. ALEXANDER moved to strike out the 
proviso retaining the jurisdiction of Congress over the road. 

The motion was opposed by Messrs. VINTON, McKEN- 
NAN, and MERCER, and advocated by Messrs. MASON, 
ALEXANDER, and CLAY. 

Mr. STEWART demanded the previous question. 

Mr. CLAY moved tolay the bill on the table. Negatived. 

The previous question was seconded, put, and carried; 
and the main question being put, the bill was ordered to 
its third reading. 

The House, on motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and, after a struggle in respect to different bills 
proposed, took up the bill from the Senate, No. 128, to 
carry into effect certain Indian treaties. it was amended, 
on motion of Mr. E. EVERETT, by adding a previso for 
the valuation of the buildings and improvements of the 
American board among the Choctaws, and the payment 
of the balance only. The bill was then ordercd to its 
third reading. 

The committee next took up the amendments from the 
Senate to the general appropriation bill: among these 
was an item for a custom-house in Baltimore, advocated 
by Mr. HOWARD, and concurred in; another for a cus- 
tom-house in Newburyport; anotherfor the investment of 
the money-received from the Government of France under 
the late treaty, until paid over to the claimants; another 
allowing the officers of the customs the same income as 
they would have been entitled to had the tariff act of 
1832 not passed; with some others. 

The amendments were all concurred in, and the bill 
urdered to be engrossed. 

The committee took up the bill to explain the 18th 
section of the tariff law of 1832. It was amended in seve- 
ral respects, on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and then 
ordered to its third reading. 

‘The hardware bill was taken up, and amended, on mo- 
tions of Mr. STEWART and Mr. ADAMS. 

The bill for improving harbors and rivers in the Terri- 
tories, on motion of Mr. SEVIER, and the light-house 
bill, on motion of Mr. NEWTON, were -consilered in 
committee, amended, and erdered to a third reading. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bills to the 
Elouse. 
act occasioned a pretty warm debate; Mr. WICKLIFFE 
insisting on the proviso he had offered when the bill had 
formerly been in-Committee of the Whole, confining the 
effect of the bill to goods which would have been entitled 
to drawback. 

Mr. HOFFMAN, Mr. CAMBRELENG, and Mr. WICK- 
LIF FE, supported, and Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
opposed the amendment. 

The question being put, it was carried. 

The bill was then ordered tv its third reading: Yeas 79, 
ays 47. 


Miscellaneous Business. 


bills for territorial objects. 


The bill to explain the 18th section of the tariff 
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When the light-house bill came to its third reading, an 
ardent contest arose. Mr. LEWIS, of Alabama, vehe- 
mently opposed the bill, and threatened to call the yeas 
and nays on every item of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, and Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG replied, when Mr. LEWIS moved to lay the bill 
on the table. 

The yeas and nays were taken on this motion, and stood 
as follows: Yeas 44, nays 71. Sothe House refused to 
lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. HOFFMAN made various inquiries of Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG in relation to the grounds on which the items 
had been inserted in the bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, and stated the strictness 
with which the Committee on Commerce had investigated 
each item. The amendments were all agreed to, and the 
bill ordered to its third reading. 

{it was near 2 o’clock in the morning. ] 

Mr. WICKLIFFE moved to suspend the rules, to al- 
low him to move that the House send a message to the 
Senate, informing them that the House would adjourn at 
4 o’clock sine die. 

But the motion failed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to go into committee on 
various private bifls, which he named. ‘The motion was 
warmly opposed, but it succeeded. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE then moved a call of the House; 
which motion prevailing, the House was called accord- 
ingly, when 116 members arswered to their names. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, hoping that this number of mem- 
bers could be kept in the House to do business, moved to 
suspend the call. It was thereupen suspended. 

The bills named were then passed threugh committee, 
and reported to the House. 

{It was now about 3 o’clock, A. M.] 

Mr. HOWARD moved the following resolution, (Mr. 
Taxtor having been temporarily called to the Chair 
by the Speaker:) 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this House be presented 
to the Hon, Anprew Srpvenson, Speaker, for the fair- 
ness, dignity, ski, and impartiality with which he has 
discharged the duties of the Chair during the twenty- 
second Congress. 

The question being put, the resolution was passed 
nem. con. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to go into committee on three 
The yeas and nays were 
called, and it appeared that only 90 members answered 
to their names. 

From this time until near 5 o’clock successive attempts 
were made to obtain a quorum to vote on different mo- 
tions, but in vain. 

A little before 5 o’clock a metion was make to appoint 
a joint committee on the part of the House, to join a 
committee on the part of the Senate, to inform the Pre- 
sident that the two Houses were ready to adjourn. 

The question was put, and decided in the affirmative: 
Yeas 70, nays 19. 

Mr. WHITE, of New York, and Mr. POLK were ap- 
pointed the committee; and in a short time after they 
returned, and reported that the President had no further 
communication to make to Congress. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. BARBOUR, the House 
adjourned sine die. 

The SPEAKER then rose, and addressed the House as 
tollows: 

GENTLEMEN: I pray you to accept my grateful acknow. 
ledgments for this renewed expression of confidence and 
approbation in the discharge of the official duties of this 
high office. 

I receive it in the same spirit of kindness in which ft 
flatter myself it has been offered, and shall cherish it with 
feelings of profound respect and the deepest gratitude 
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For the last six years it has been your pleasure that the 


arduous duties of this chair should be assigned to me. 

This whole period of service has, as you well know, 
gentlemen, been distinguished by events well calculated 
to render this station one of more than ordinary labor and 
responsibility. 

1 have zealously and faithfully endeavored to meet this 
responsibility, and I hope I shail not be deemed arrogant 
when I say that I feel a proud consciousness that the du- 
ties of this high trust have been discharged by me with a 
single eye to the character and dignity of this House, the 
interest of my country, and my own honor. 

That I have often erred, I most readily admit; but they 
have been errors of rule and principle, not caprice or 
passion; and if there has been any apparent rigor or harsh- 
ness in the Chair, you will do me the justice to believe 
that it was unintentional and indiscriminate. 

If, gentlemen, in moments of excitement and commo- 
tion, any thing unkind has occurred between myself and 
the individual members of the House, let me assure you 
it has long since passed from my memory, and been for- 
given and forgotten. 

I have no injuries to complain of, and no memory for 
them, if they existed; and I shall part with you all, this 
night, in the spirit of peace and good will. 

Before we separate, gentlemen, will you pardon me for 
a moment in 0 —. a single suggestion. 

Our councils, of late, have been greatly divided, and | 
their harmony and peace disturbed. 

Our country has been deeply and painfully excited, 
and the safety and security of the Union itself threatened. 


Adjournméni. 


[Manca 2, 1833. 
May we not all now hope that the causes of excite. 
ment are hourly subsiding and passing off? That peace 
and harmony and brotherly affection will soon shed their 
holy, calm, and blessed influences around us; and that our 
— country will again become united, peaceful, and 

PPy' 

In assuming this station, some years ago, I took the 
liberty of then expressing to the House a sentiment which 
I had long cherished, and which I now seize this fit occa. 
sion of repeating from this chair. It is this: that our 
confederated republic ean only safely exist under the in. 
fluence of wise, equal, and just laws; by the ties of com. 
mon interests and brotherly affection; a spirit of mutual 
forbearance and moderation, collectively and individual. 
ly; and by cherishing a devotion to that liberty and 
Union secured to us by the blood of our common fathers, 
These are the stable foundations upon which our liberties 
and free institutions can alone rest; and God grant they 
may be eternal. This, gentlemen, in all human proba- 
bility, is the moment of separation with many, very many 
of us, forever. Is there one individual present to whose 
bosom a final separation from those with whom he his 
been so long and intimately associated, will not cast a 
painful and bitter pang? H there be, I confess I envy not 
his feelings. 

You will carry with you, gentlemen, my cordial and 
best wishes for your individual prosperity and happiness, 
and I pray you to receive this my most affectionate, and, 
possibly, last farewell. 

The Speaker then adjourned the House sine die. 
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TWENTY-SECOND CONGRESS—Ssconpb Session. 


List of Members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, 


AT THE OPENING 


SENATE. 
MAINE—John Holmes, Peleg Sprague. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE—Samuel Bell, Isaac Hill. 
MASSACHUSETTS—Daniel Webster, Nathaniel Silsbee. 
RHODE ISLAND—Nehemiah R. Knight, Asher Robbins. 
CONNECTICUT—Samuel A. Foot, G. Tomlinson. 
VERMONT—Horatio Seymour, Samuel Prentiss. 
NEW YORK—Charles E. Dudley, William L. Marcy. 
NEW JERSEY--Mahlon Dickerson, T. Frelinghuysen. 
PENNSYLVANIA—William Wilkins, George M. Dallas. 
DELAWARE—John M. Clayton, Arnold Naudain. 
MARYLAND--E. F. Chambers, Samuel Smith. 
VIRGINIA-—-John Tyler. 
NORTH CAROLINA—Bedford Brown, W. P. Mangum. 
SOUTH CAROLINA—R. Y. U ayne, Stephen D. Miller. 
GEORGIA--George M. Troup, John Forsyth. 
KENTUCKY--George M. Bibb, Henry Clay. 
fENNESSEE--Felix Grundy, Hugh L. White. 
OHLO—Benjamin Ruggles, Thomas Ewing. 
LOUISIANA—Josiah 8. Johnston, George A. Waggaman. 
INDIANA—William Hendricks, Robert Hanna. _ 
MISSISSIPPI-—-Georg« Poindexter. 
ILLINOIS—Elias K. Kane, John M. Robinson. 
ALABAMA--William R. King, Gabriel Moore. 
MISSOURI--Thomas H. Benton, Alexander Buckner. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

MAINE—John Ander 
Cornelius Holland, 
Rufus McIntyre—-7. 

NEW H AMPSHIRE—John Brodhe ad, Th mas Chand- 
ler, Joseph Hammons, Henry Hubbard, Joseph W. Har- 
ver, John W. Weeks—6. 

RHODE ISLAND—-Tristam Burges, Dutee J 
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on, James Bates, George Evans, 


seonard Jarvis, Edward Kavanagh, 
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MASSACHUSETTS— John Quincy Adams, Nathan Ap- 
leton, Isaac C. Bates, George N. 
H. A. S. Dearborn, John Davis, Edwat 
Grennell, jr., Joseph G. Kendall, Jeremiah Nelson, John 
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Briggs, Rufus Choate, 
Everett, George 


VERMONT—Heman Allen, William Cahoon, Horac 
Everett, William Slade—4. 

CONNECTICUT—Noyes Barber, William W. E!Is- | 
worth, J. W. Huntington, Ralph I. Ingersoll, William L. | 
Storrs, Ebenezer Youne—6. 

NEW YORK—-William G Angel, G. S. Barstow, Jo-| 
s ph Bouck, William Babcock, John T. sergen, John C. 
Brodhead, Samuel B ardsley, John A. Collier, Bat 5 | 
Cooke, C. C. Cambreleng, John Dickson, Charles Dayan, | 
U. F. Double day, William Hogan, Michael Hoffman, F. | 
G. Jewett, John King, G. Y. Lansing, James Lent, Job | 
Pierson, Nathaniel Pitcher, E. H. Pendleton, Edward C. | 
Reed, Erastus Root, Nathan Soule, John W. Taylor, P. L 
rracy, G. C. Verplanck, Frederick Whittlesey, Samuel | 
J. Wilkin, G. H. Wheeler, C. P. White, Aaron Ward, 
Daniel Wardwell-—34. 

NEW JERSEY—Lewis Condict, Silas Condit, Richard 
M. Cooper, Thomas H. Hughes, James F. Randolph, | 

Southard-—-6 

Vou. IX \ 
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| liffe—12. 
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OF THE SESSION 


PENNSYLVANIA--Robert Allison, John Banks, Geo. 
Burd, John C. Bucher, Thomas H. Crawford, Richard 
Coulter, Harmar Denny, Lewis Dewart, Joshua Evans, 
James Ford, John Gilmore, William Heister, Henry Horn, 
Peter Ihrie, jr., Adam King, Henry King, Joel K. Mann, 
H. A. Muhlenberg, T. M. McKennan, Robert McCoy, Da- 
vid Potts, Andrew Stewart, Samuel A. Smith, Philander 
Stephens, Joel B. Sutherland, John G. Watmough-—-26. 

MARYLAND—B. C. Howard, Daniel Jenifer, John L. 
Kerr, Charles S. Sewell, B. I. Semmes, John S. Spence, 
Francis Thomas, G. C. Washington, J. T. H. Worthing- 
ton--Y. 

DELAWARE—John J. Milligan——1. 

VIRGINIA—Mark Alexander, Robert Allen, William 
S. Archer, William Armstrong, John S. Barbour, Thomas 
L. Bouldin, N. H. Claiborne, Robert Craig, Joseph W. 
Chinn, Richard Coke, jr., Thomas Davenport, William F. 
Gordon, John Y. Mason, Lewis Maxwell, Charles F. Mer- 
cer, William McCoy, Thomas Newton, John]M. Patton, 
John J. Roane, A. Stevenson—-20. 

NORTH CAROLINA--D. L. Barringer, Laughlin Be- 
thune, John Branch, Samuel P. Carson, Henry W. Con- 
nor, Thomas H. Hall, James McKay, Abraham Rencher, 
William B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Jesse Speight, 
Lewis Williams—1 2. 

SOUTH CAROLINA—Rob. W. Barnwell, James Blair, 
Warren R. Davis, William Drayton, John M. Felder, J. 
R. Griffin, Thomas R. Mitchell, George McDuffie, William 
T. Nuckolls—-9. 

GEORGIA—Thomas F. Foster, Henry G. Lamar, Da- 


| niel Newnan, Wiley Thompson, Richard H. Wilde, James 


M. Wayne—6. 

KENTUCKY—Jobn Adair, Chilton Allan, Henry Da- 
niel, Nathan Gaither, Albert G. Hawes, R. M. Johnson, 
Joseph Lecompte, Chittenden Lyon, R. P. Letcher, Tho 
Marshall, Christopher Tompkins, C. A. Wick 


TENNESSEE—Thomas D. Arnold, John Bell, John 
Blair, William Fitzgerald, William Hall, J. C. Isacks, Cave 
Johnson, James K. Polk, James Standifer—9. 

OHLO—Joseph H. Crane, Eleutheros Cooke, William 
jr., Thomas Corwin, James Findlay, William 
W.Irwin, William Kennon, H. H. Leavitt, William Russel, 
William Stanbery, John Thompson, Joseph Vance, Sa- 


; muel F. Vinton, Elisha Whittlesey——14. 


LOUISIANA—Henry A. Bullard, Philemon Thomas, 


| Edward D. White--3. 


ALABAMA—Clem« 
el W. Mardis-— >. 

INDIANA-——Rathiff Boon, John Carr, 
Carty--3. 

ILLINOIS—-Joseph Duncan—-l. 

MISSOURI—William H. Ashley—1. 

MISSISS!IPPI—F. E. Plummer—1. 
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Message of the President of the United States. 


monarch to the throne, who preserves, it is said, a friendly 
recollection of the period during which he acquired 
among our citizens the high cunsideration that couk! 
then have been produced by his personal qualifications 
alone. 

Our commerce with that nation is gradually assuming 


4 
mutually beneficial character, and the adjustment of the 
claims of our citizens has re moved the only obstacle there 
was to an intercourse not only lucrative, but productiy¢ 
of literary and scientific improvement. 

From Great Britain, I have the satisfaction to inforn 
you that I continue to receive assurances of the most 
cable disposition, which have, on my part, on all ; 
occasions, been promptly and sincerely reciprocated 
The attention of that Government has latterly be 
much engrossed by matters of a deeply interesting domes 


MESSAGE 
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO 
BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS, 


At the commencement of the Second Session of the T'wenty- 
second Congress. 
















Fellow Citizens of the Senate 
and House uf Representatives: 

It gives me pleasure to congratulate you upon your 
return to the seat of Government, for the purpose of 
discharging your duties to the people of the United 
States, Although the pestilence which had traversed the 
Old World has entered our limits, and extended its ra- 
vages over much of our land, it has p'eas.d Almighty 
God to mitigate its severity, and lessen the number of 
its victims, compared with those who have fallen in most 
other countries over which it has spread its terrors. Not- 
withstanding this visitation, our country presents, on 
every side, marks of prosperity and happiness, unequal- 
led, perhaps, in any other portion of the world. It we 
fully appreciate our comparative condition, existing causes 
of discontent will appear unworthy of attention, and, with 
hearts of thankfulness to that Divine Being who has fill- 
ed our cup of prosperity, we shall feel our resolution 
strengthened to preserve and hand down to posterity that 
liberty and that union which we have received from our 
fathers, and which constitutes the sources and the shield 
of all our blessings. 

The relations of our country continue to present the 
same picture of amicable intercourse that I had the satis- 
faction to hold up to your view at the opening of your 
last session. The same friendly professions, the same ce- 
sire to participate in our flourishing commerce, the same 
disposition to refrain from injuries unintentionally offered, ‘ 
are, with few exceptions, evinced by all nations with | ™4&™nerin which he had disposed of it. A special mes- 
whom we have any intercourse. This desirable state of | 888¢ to the Senate in their Executive capacity, afterwards 
things may be mainly ascribed to our undeviating prac- brought before them the question, whether they would 
tice of the rule which has long guided our national poli- advise a submission to the opinion of the sovereign . 
cy, to require no exclusive privil: ges in commerce, and | t€"- Phat body having considered the aa ard as ae 
to grant none. It is daily producing iis beneficial effect, ligatory, and advised me to open a further negotati 
in the respect shown to our flag, the protection of our the proposition was immediately made to the British G 
citizens and their property abroad, and in the increase of | Veroment: but the circumstances to which I lave — 
our navigation, and the extension of our mercantile ope- ded, have hitherto prevented any answer being given to 
rations. The returns which have been made out since | the overture. Early attention, however, has been | 
we last met, will show an increase, during the last pre- mised to the subject, and every effort, on my part, \ I 
ceding ye ar,of more than 80,000 tons in our shipping, and be made fora satisiactory settlement of this ques. 
of near forty millions of dollars in the aggregate of our | teresting to the Union generally, and paiticu'arly so 
imports and exports. one of its members. : 

Nor have we less reason to felicitate ourselves on the lhe claims of our citizens on Spuin are not yet ackn 
position of our political than of our commercial concerns. ledged. Ona closer investigation of them than appears 
They remain in the state in which they were when I last to have heretofore taken place, it was discovered 
addressed you—a state of prosperity and peace, the effect | Some of these demands, however strong they mig e 
of a wise attention to the parting advice of the revered | UPON the equity of that Government, were not such 4 
father of his country, on this subject, condensed into a could be made the subject of national interference. And, 
maxim for the use of posterity, by one of his most distin. | faithful to the principle of asking nothing but what wa 
guished successors, to cultivate free commerce and he- clearly right, additional instructions have been s 
nest friendship with all nations, but to make entangling modify our demands so as to embrace those only on wii My 
alliances with none. A strict adherence to this policy | according to the laws of nations, we had a strict mg 
has kept us aloof from the perplexing questions that now insist. An iney itable delay in procuring the ee ne 
agitate the European w orld, and have more than once necessary for this review of the merits of these claims, 
deluged those countries with blood. Should those scenes | tarded this operation, until at unfortunate malady whicu 
unfortunately recur, the parties to the contest may count has afflicte d his Catholic Majesty, pre vented an ex mi 
on a faithful performance of the duties incumbent on us as | tion of them. Being now, for the ret time, peerente i 
a neutral nation, and our citizens may equally rely on the | an unexceptionable form, it is confidently hoped the aj 
firm assertion of their neutral rights. plication will be successful, ' : 

With the nation that was our earliest friend and ally in| _ have the satisfaction to inform you that the ap; | 
the infancy of our political existence, the most friendly | tion I directed to be made for the delivery of ope 
relations have subsis‘ed through the late revolutions of the archives of Florida, which had been carried | ¥ 
its Government, and, from the events of the last, promise Havana, has produced a royal order for the ir de live 
a permanent duration. It has made an approximation in and that measures have been taken to procure its ex 
some of its political institutions to our own, and raised a | tion. 


alll 


tic character, that we could not press upon it the renewal 
of negotiations which had been unfortunately broken 
by the unexpected recall of our Minister, who had co 
menced them with some hopes of success. My great ob; 
was the settlement of questions which, though now 
mant, might hereafter be revived under circumstances | 
would endanger the good understanding which it is 
interest of both parties to preserve inviolate, cemented 
as it is, by a community of language, manners, and social 
habits, and by the high obligations we owe tour Britis! 
ancestors for many of our most valuable institutions, and 
for that system of representative Government whicti has 
enabled us to preserve and improve them. 

The question of our Northeastern Boundary still re- 
mains unsettled. In my last annual message, | explained 
to you the situation in which I found that business on 
my coming into office, and the measures I thought it my 
duty to pursue for asserting the rights of the United 
States before the Sovereign who had been chosen by my 
predecessor to determine the question; and, also, the 


i. an mam 


a 
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By the report of the Secretary of State, esiienteaal 
to you on the 25th June last, you were informed of the con- 
ditional reduction obtained by the Minister of the United 
States at Madrid, of the duties on tonnage levied on Ame- 
rican shipping | in the ports of Spain. The condition of that | 
reduction having been complied with on our part, by the 
act passed the 13th of July last, I have the satisfaction to 
inform you that our ships now pay no higher nor other 
duties in the continental ports of Spain than are levie® 
on their national vessels. 

The demands against Portuzal for illegal captures in 
the blockade of Terceira, have been allowed to the full 
amount of the accounts presented by the claimants, and 
payment was promised to be made in three 
The first of these has been paid; the second, although 
due, had not, at the dat te of our last advices, been re- 
ceived, owing, it was alleges I, to embarrassments in the 

finances, consequent on the civil war in which that nation 
sen yage dl. 

The payments stipulated by the Convention with Den- 
mark have been punctually made, and the amount is 
ready for distribution among the claimants, as soon as the 
Board now sitting shall have performed their functions. 

Iregret that, by the last advices from our Chargé d’ Af- 

sat Naples, that Governm nt had still delayed the 
satisfaction due to our cilizens; but, at that date, the 
effect of the last instructio ns was not known. Despatch. 
es fram thence are hourly expected, and the result will 
be communicated to you without delay 

With the rest of Europe, our relations, political and 
commercial, remain unchanged. Negotiations are going 

a on a permanent basis the liberal system of 
‘ce now carried on between us and the Empire of | 

The treaty concluded w Austria is executed | 
Imperial Majes ty with the 
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The Government of Central America has expelled 
from its territory the party which some time since dise 
turbed its peace. Desirous of fostering a favorable dis- 
position towards us, which has on more than one occa- 
sion been evinced by this interesting country, I made a 

| second attempt, in this year, to establish a diplomatic 
| intercourse with them; but the death of the distinguished 
citizen whom I had appointed for that purpose, has re- 
| tarded the execution of measures from which J hoped 
|much advantage to our commerce. The union of the 
three States which formed the : pediic of Colombia 
has been dissolved; but they all, is — ed, consider 
themselves as separately bound by the ” ity which was 
made in their federal capacity. The Mi <a r accredited 
to the Federation continues in that character near the 
Government of New Granada; and hopes were enter- 
tained that a new Union would be formed between the 
separate States, at least for the purposes of foreign inter- 
course. Our Minister has been instructed to use his good 
| offices, whenever they shall be desired, to produce the 
re-union so much to be wished, for the domestic tranquil- 
| lity of the parties, and the security and facility of foreign 
commerce. 

Some agitations, naturally attendant on an infant reign, 
have prevailed in the empire of Brazil, which have had 
the usual effect upon commercial operations; and while 
| they suspended the consideration of claims created on si- 
milar occasions, they have given rise to new complaints 
on the part of our citizens. A proper consideration for 
and difficulties of this nature has made us less 
urgent and peremptory in our demands for justice, than 
under other circum. 
But their claims are not neglect- 
urged, and, it is 


stances, have required. 
ed, and will on all proper occasions b 


most perfect good | hoped, with effect. 


I refrain from making any communication on the sub- 
| ject of our affairs with Buenos Ayres, because the nego 
ion communicated to you in my last annual message 
at the date of our last advices, still pending, and in 
| a state that woul! render a publication of the details in- 
| expe — 

A Tresty of Amity and Commerce 
with the Republ c of Chili, which, if a 
nate, will be laid before ~~. T 
to be established, and at pes 
ports being the resorts of our ‘ahi 

the highly important trade of the 
cial convent * cannot but be of 
fellow-citizens aged in that peril 


has been formed 
proved by the Se- 
Government seems 
with its neighbors; and its 
are employed in 
s, this commer- 
advantage to our 
us but profitable 


rat 
Ips Ww h eh 
fi 
great 


\ 
sh ae 
eng 
business. 

Our commerce the neighboring State of Peru, 
owing to the onerous duties levied on our principal arti- 
cles of export, has been on the decline, and all endeavors 

| to procure an alteration have hitherto proved fruitless. 

| With Bolivia we have yet no diplomatic intercourse; and 
the continued contests carried between it and Peru 
have made me defer, until more favorable period, the 
appointment of any agent for that purpose. 

An act of atrocious piracy having been committed on 
one of our trading ships by the inhal ts of a settlement 

| on the west coast of Sumatra, a frig was despatched 
with orders to demand satisfaction for the injury, if those 
who committed it should be found members of a regu. 
lar government, capable of ma ug the usual relations 
with foreign nations; | as supposed, and as 
they proved to be,the S$ pirates, to 
inflict ter them and 
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solely in cases where those events affect our political re- | further reduction wit the revenue as may not be required 
lations with them, or to show their operation on our com- | for them. From the report of the Secretary of the Tre. 
merce. Further than this, it is neither our policy nor | sury,it will be scen that after the present year such a | 
our right to interfere. Our - st wishes on all occasions, | duction may be made to a considerable extent; ana t 
our good offices when required, will be afforded, to pro- | subject is earnestly recommended to the consideration 
mote the domestic tranquillity and foreign peace of all | Congress, in the hope that the combined wisdom of | 
nations with whom we have any intercourse. Any inter- | Representatives of the People will devise such mea: 
vention in their affairs further than this, even by the ex- | effecting that salutary object, as may remove those 
pression of an official opinion, is contrary to our princi: | dens which shall be found to fall unequally upon a 
ples of international policy, and will always be avoided, and as may promote all the great interests of the c 
The report which the Secretary of the Treasury will, | nity. 
in due time, lay before you, will exhibit the national Long and patient reflection has strengthened th 
finances in a highly prosperous state. Owing to the | nions I have heretofore expressed to Congress on th 
continued success of our commercial enterprise, which | ject; and I deem it my duty, on the present occ 
has enabled the merchants to fulfil their engagements | again to urge them upon the attention of the Legi 
with the Government, the receipts from customs during | The soundest maxims of public policy, and the prine 
the year will exceed the estimate presented at the last | upon which our republican institutions are found 
session; and, with the other means of the Treasury, will | commend a proper adaptation of the revenue to | 
prove fully adequate not only to meet the increased ex. penditure, and they also require that the expen 
penditures résulting from the large appropriations made | shall be limited to wh: ult, by an Economical ac seitietr at 
by Congress, but to provide for the payment of all the | shall be consistent with the simplicity of the Govern 
public debt which is at present redeemable It is now | and necessary to an efficient public service. In efi 
estimsted that the customs will yield to the Treasury, | ing this adjustment, it is due, in justice to the int 
during the present year, upwards of twenty-eight millions | of the different States, and even to the preservation 
of dollars. The public lands, however, have proved Jess | the Union itself, that the protection enoreed by existir 
productive than was anticipate 1: and, according to pre- | laws to any branches of the national industry shoul 
sent information, will not much exceed two millions. | exceed what may be necessary to counteract the re; 
The expenditures for all objects other than the public | tions of foreign nations, and to secure a supply of 
debt, are estimated to amount, during the year, to about | articles of manufacture, essential to the national inde; 
sixteen millions and a half, while a still larger sum, viz. | dence and safety in time of war. If, upon investigat 
eighteen millions of dollars, will ate been applied to | it shall be found, as it is believed it will be, that the 
the principal and interest of the public debt. | gislative protection granted to any particular inte: 
It is expected, however, that, in consequence of the | greater than is indispensably requisite for these obj: 
reduced rates of duty which will take effect after the | I recommend that it be gradually diminished, and 
Sd of March next, there will be a considerable falling off | as far as may be consistent with these objects, the 
in the revenue from customs in the year 1833. It will, | scheme of cuties be reduced to the revenue stands 


i 





neveitheless, be samp nly sufficient to provide for all the | soon as a just regard to the faith of the Government, a 
wants of the public service, estimated even upon a libe- | to the preservation of the large capital invested in 
ral scale, and for the redemption and purchase of the re- | blishments of domesticéndustry, will permit. 

} 


mainder of the public debt. On the first of January That manufactures adequate to the supp ly of o 
next, the entire public debt of the United States, funded | mestic consumption would, in the abstract, 
and unfunded, will be reduced to within a fraction of se- | cial to our country, there is no reason to doubt ! 
ven millions of dollars; of which Seer 363 are not of | effect their establishment, there is, perhaps, no An 
right redeemable until the Ist of January, 1834, and | can citizen who would not, fora while, be willing to; 
£4,7 35,296 not until the 2dof January, 1835. Vhe]a higher price forthem. But, for this purpose, it 
Sommissioners of the Sinking Fund, however, be- | sumed that a tanf{fof high duties, designed for per; 
ing invested with full authority to purchase the debt at | protection, has entered into the minds of but few 
the market price, and the means of the a asury being | statesmen. The most they have anticipated, 
ample, it may be hoped that the wl vill be extin- | porary and generally incidental protecti 
guished within the yeer 1833. maintain has the effect to reduce the price, by 
I cannot too cordially congratulate Congress and my | competition, below that of the foreign article. Ex; 
fellow-citizens on the near approach of that memorable | ence, however, our best guide on this as on othe! 
and happy event, the extinction of the public debt of | jects, makes it doubtful whether the advantages 
this great and free nation. Faithful to the wise and pa. | system are not counterbalanced by many evils, 
triotic policy mark« d out by the Legislature of the coun- | ther it does not tend to beget, in the minds ot 
try for this object, the present administration has devoted | portion of our countrymen, a spirit of disconte 
to it all the means which a flourishing commerce has jealousy dangerous to the stability of the Union. 
supplied, and a prudent economy preserved for the pub. What then shall be done? Large interests 
lic Treasury. Within the four years for which the peo-| grownup under the implied pledge of our Natic or 
ple have confided the Executive power to my charge, gislation, which it would seema violation of public f 
fifty-eight millions of do!lars will have been appl ed to | suddenly to abandon. Nothing could justify it but 
the payment of the public debt. That this has been ac- | public safety, which isthe supreme law. But the 
complished without stinting the expenditures for all other | have vested their capital in manufacturing cst 
proper objects, will be seen dy ref rring to the liberal | ments, cannot exp:ct that the people will continue p 
provision made during the same period for the support | manently to pay high taxes fer their benefit, when 
and increase of our means of maritime and military de fi nce | money ts not required for any legitimate purpose in 
for internal improvements of a national charac acter, for the | administration of the Government. Is it not enough 
removal and preservation of the Indians, sank lastly, for | the high duties have been paid as long as the mo 
the $y veterans of the Revolution. S! ng from them could be applied to the common 
The final removal of this great burden from our re- | in the extinguishment cf the public debt! 
sources affor Is the means of further provision for all the Those who take an enlarged view of the cond 
objects «f general welfare and public defence which the | our country, must be satisfied that the policy of pr 
constitution authorizes, and preser ts t ecasion for such | must be uit mately limited to those articles of do 


i 




















manufacture which are indispensable to our safety in time 
of war. Within this scope, on a reasonable scale, it is re- 
commended, by every consideration of patriotism and duty, 
which will doubtless always secure toit a liberal and effici- 
ent support. But beyond this object, we have already seen 
the operation of the system productive of discontent. In 
some sections of the republic its influence is deprecated 
as tending to concentrate wealth into a few hands, : and as 
creating those germs of dependance and vice which in 
other countries have characterized the existence of mo- 
nopolies, and proved so destructive of liberty and the 
general good. A large portion of the people in one sec- 
tion of the republic declares it not only inexpedient on 
these grounds, but as disturbing the 
roperty by legislation, and therefore unconstitutional 
nd unjust. 

Doubtless, these effects are, ina great degre, exagge- 
rated, and may be ascribed toa mistaken view of the 
considerations which led to the adoption of the tariff 
ystem; but they are nevertheless important in enabling 
us to review the subject with a more thorough know. 
ledge ofall its bearings upon the great interests of the 
republic, and witha determination to dispose of it so 
that none can with justice complain. 

Itis my painful duty to state, that, in one quarter of the 
United States, opposition to the revenue laws has risen 
toa height which threatens to thwart their execution, if 
yot to endanger the integrity of tire Union. a utever 
obstructions may be thrown in the way of the Judicial 
Authorities of the General Government, it is hoped they 
will be able peaceably to overcome them by the pru- 
dence of their own oflicers and the patriotism of the peo- 
ple. But should this reasonabl 





reliance on the modera- 
tion and good sense vf all portions of our fellow-citizens 
be disappointed, it is believed that the | 


are fully adequate to the suppression of such attempts as | 
¢ rt 


nay be immediately made. Should the 
rendering the execut 
ble from any cause y 


exigency arise, 


ion of the existing laws impractica- 

vhatever, prompt notice of it will b 

given to Congress, with the suggestion of such views 

ind measures as may be deemed necessary to meet it. 
In confo 


‘mity with principles heretofore explained, and 


equal relations of 


aws themselves | 
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time, the 


| ing been accomplished, 


States regarded as one people, intereste 1 alike 


with the hoy ve of reduc cing the General Government to | 


at simple n chine which the Constitution created, and 
f withdrawing from the States all other 
it of its universal beneficence in preserving peace, af- 
fording a uniform currency, maintaining the inviolabili- 
ty of contracts, diffusing intelligence, and discharging 
unfeit its other superinten ling functions, | recommend 
that provision be made to dispose of all stocks now held 
yy it in corporations, whether created by the General 

staie Governments, and placing the 
v. <As a source of profit, these stocks are of lit- 

tle or no value: as a means of influence among the States 

ey are adverse to the purity of our institutions. Th: 
vhole principle on which they are based, is deemed by 

many unconstitutional; and to persist in the policy which 

ey indic ate is cons cered wholly inexpedient. 

lt is my duty to acquaint you with an arrangement 
nade by a“ Bank of the United States witha portion of 
the holders of the three per cent.stock, by which the Go- 
vernment will be deprived of the use of the public funds 
longer than was anticipated. By this arrangement,which 
will be particularly explained by the Secretary of the 
lreasury, a surrendec of the certificates of this stock may 
e postponed until October, 1833; and thus the lia bili y 
i the Government { arge the debt, 


Sank to perform 





the 


proceeds in 





, after i 


may be continued by the failure of the 





s ability to disc 
a ' 
i 


sh Measures as are within the reach of the Secretary 
'the Treasury have been taken to enable him to ju 'g 
ther the public deposites in thai institu'ion may be 
garded as catircly safe; but, as his limited power may 


influence than | 
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prove inadequate to this object, I recommend the sub- 
Ject to the attention of Congress, under the firm belief 
that it is worthy of their serious investigation. An in- 
quiry into the transactions of the institution, embracing 
the branches as well as the principal Bank, seems called 
for by the credit which is given throughout the country 
to many serious cl arges, im} yeach i its character, and 
which, if true, may justly « xe ite the apprehension that 
itis no longera safe depository of the money of the 
people. 

Among the interests which me rit the consideration of 
Congress, after the payment of the public debt, one of 
the most important, in my view, is that of the public 
lands. Previous to the formation of our present Consti- 
tution, it was recommended by sees s that a portion 
of the waste lands owned by the States should be ceded 
to the United States, for the purposes of general harmo- 
ny, and as a fund to me expenses of the war. The 
recommendation was adopted, and, at different periods of 
States of Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, and Georgia, granted their 
vacant soil for the uses for which they had been asked. 
As the lands may now be considered as relieved from 
this pledge, the object for which they were ceded hav- 
it is in the discretion of Congress 
to dispose of them in such a way as best to conduce to 
the quiet, harmony, and general interest of the American 
people. ing this question, all local and sec- 
tional feelings should be discarded, and the whole 


“et the 








In exan 
United 
e in che 
prosperity of their common country. 

It cannot be doubted that the spe ly settlement of 
these lands constitutes the true interests of the Republic. 

















The wealth and strength of a country are its population, 

and the best part of that population are the cultivators of 
the soil. Independent farmers are every w » the basis 

of society, and true friends of liberty. 

addition to these considerations, questions have al- 

e| ready arisen, and may be expected hereafter to grow 
out of the public lands, which involve the its of the 
i new States and the ] mowers of the General r ent 
and, unless a | al poticy be now adopted, th e is dan- 
ger that the questions may speedily assume an import- 
rel ly anticipated r! nflu of a 

i erest, when brought into full action, 

ore dangerous t tha ind umon 

of the Siate 8, than any other cause of disconte ws a d it 
ig the part of wisdom and sound policy to foresee its ap- 
proaches,and to endeavor, if poss ble , to counteract them. 
Of the various schemes which have been hitherto pro. 
posed in regard to the disposal of the public lands,none 





hus yet received the entire approbation of the National 
Legisiature. Deeply impressed with the importance ofa 
arrangement of the subject, I 
deem it my duty, on this occasion, to urge it upon your 


consideration, and, to the propositions which have been 








speedy and satisfactory 


flections which have occurred to me, in th e hope that 
they may assist you in your future delibera'ions. 


heretofore suggested by others, to contribute those re 


it seems to me to be our true policy, that the public 
lands shall oa as soon as practicable to be a source of 


revenue, and that they be sold to settlers in limited par. 


cels at a price barely sufficient to reimburse to the Unit- 
ed States the expense of the present sys , and the cost 
arising under our Indian con pact The advantages of 
surveys and undoubted titles, w secured to 

rs, scem to forbid the a tion of the present 

cause i can be bstituted which wil more 








esira- 


jie, however, ULialinc venient me achinery be 
vithdra from » States, and that the right of soil, and 
the fulure disposition of if, irrendered to the States 


respectively in which it | 
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The adventurous and hardy population of the West, | of our country, I earnestly gecommend to Congress t 
besides contributing their equal share of taxation, under | refrain from its exercise, in doubtful cases, except in r 
our import system, have, in the progress of our Govern- | lation to improvements already begun, unless they s 
ment, for the land they occupy, paid into the Treasury a | first procure from the States such an amendment of t)) 
large proportion of forty nullions of dollars; and of the | Constitution as will define its character and presc: 
revenue received therefrom, but a sma!l part has been} bounds. If the States feel competent to these obj 
expended amongst them. When, to the disadvantage of | why should this Government wish to assume the poy 
their situation in this respect, we add the consideration | If they do not, then they will not hesitate to m uk 
that it is their labor alone which gives real value to the | grant. Both Governments are the Governments ¢ 
lands, and that the proceeds arising from their sale are} people: improvements must be made with the mo 
distributed chicfly among States which had not original-| the people; and if the money can be collected a 
ly any claim to them, and which have employed the un- | plied by those more simple and economical politi 
divided emoluments arising trom the sale of their own | chines, the State Governments, it will unquestiona 
lands, it cannot be expected that the new States will re-| safer and better for the people, than to add to tlh 
main longer contented withthe present policy after the 


dor, the patronage, and the power of the Ger 
payment of the public debt. To avert the consequences | vernment. But if the people of the several Stat 
which may be ippreh nded from this cause, to put an | otherwise, they will amend the Constitution, 


end forever to all partial and interested legislation on the 


their decision all ought cheerfully to acquiesce. 
subject, and toafford to every American citizen of enter- For a detailed and highly satisfactory view of 
prise the opportunity of securing an independent free-| rations of the War Department, I refer you to 
hold, it seems to me, therefore, best to abandon the idea | companying report of the Secretary of War. 
of raising a future revenue out of the public lands. The hostile incursions of the Sac and Fox Ind 

In former messages I have express¢ d my conviction cessarily led to the interposition of the Goverament. 
that the Constitution Coes not warrant the application of} portion of the troops, under Generals Scott and Atk 
the funds of the General Government to objects of in-| son, and of the militia of the State of Lllinois, 
ternal improvement which are not national in their cha- | called into the field. After a harassing warfa 





racter, and, both as a means of doing justice to all inter- | longed by the nature of the country and by the diffi 
es's, and putting an end to a course of legisiation calcu- | of procuring subsistence, the Indians were entire!) 
lated to destroy the purily of the Government, have urged } feated, and the disaffected band dispersed or dest: 
the necessity of reducing ihe whole subject to some fixed | The result has been creditable to the tro ps eng 
and certain rule. As there never will occur a period, | the service. Severe as is the lesson to the Ind 
perhaps, more propitious than tlhe present to the acccom- | was rendered necessary by their unprovoked 
plishment of this object, I beg leave to press the subject | sions; and itis to be hoped that its impression will be 
again upon your attention, permanent and salutary. 

Without some general and well defined principl sas-| This campaign has evinced the ficient orga! 
certaining those objects of iaternal improvement to which | of the army, and its capacity for prompt and active ser 
the meais of the Nation may be constitutionally applied, | vice. Its several departments have performed 
it is ubvious that the exercise of the power can never be| functions with energy and despatch, and the 


satisfactory. Besides the danger to which it exposes | movement was satisfactory. 


character of which they may be frequently ignorant, it | they always are, in the tender of their service 


Cong’ess of making hasty appropriations to works of the Our fellow-citizens upon the fi mitiers were 1 


promotes a mischievous and corrupting influence upon|hour of danger. But a more efficient organiza 
elections, by holding out to people the fallacious hope | our militia system is essential to that security wh 
that the success of a certain candidate will make naviga- | one of the princip il objects of all Governments. N 
ble their neighboring creek or river, bring commerce to | our situation nor our institutions require or | 
their doors, and increase the value of their property. It} maintenance of a large regular force History 
thus favors combinations to squander the treasury of the | too many lessons of the fatal result of sucha meas 
country upon a de of iocal objects, as fatal to just} to warn us against its adoption here. The ex; 
legislation as to the purity of public me which attends it, the obvious tendency to employ 
Ifa Ss) stem compatldie ith the Constitution cannot be cause it exists, and thus to engage in unnecessary 
devised, which is free from such tendencies, we should | and its ultimate danger to public liberty, will lead 
recollect that that instrument provides within itself the | trust, to place our principal dependance for pr 
mode of its amendment; and that there is, therefore, no | upon the great body of the citizens of the republ 
in asserting rights or in repelliag wrongs, wal 
come upon us, our regular force should be incr 
shall be found incompetent ie ends of its creation, it} an extent proportioned to the emergency, and « 
can, at any time, apply for their enl: it; and there 


excus> for the assumption of doubtful powers by the Ge- 





neral Government. If those which are clearly granted 


at 
> 


sent small army is a nucleus around whicl sucii f 
is no probability that such an applicat if founded on | could be formed and embodied. Sut for the purpos 
the public interest, will ever be refused. If the propriety | defence under ordinary circumstances, we must ré 
of the proposed grant be not sufficiently apparent to | the electors of the country. Those by whom, a 
command the assent of three-fourths of the States, the | whom, the Government was instituted and su 
best possible reason why the power should not be assum. | will constitute its protec'ion in the hour of da 
ed on doubtful authority is «fforded; for if more than] they do its check in the hour ol safety. 
one-fourth of the States are unwilling to make the grant, But it is obvious that the militia system is it 
its exercise will be productive of discontents which will | Much time is lost, much unnecessary expense | 
far over balance any advantages thi: uld be derived from | and much public property wasted under the p 
it, All must admit that the othing so worthy ofthe | rangement. Little useful knowledge is gained 
constant solicitude of this ronment, as the harmony | musters and drills, as now established, and | 
and union of the ple. subject evidently requires a thorough examinat 
Being nly ipre h the conviction that] thera plan of classification, r medying these d 
| nal improve. | providing for a system cf instruction, might ne 
sted, everr if it be | ed, is submitted to the consideration of Cong 


» best interests | Constitution has vested in the General Governo 














independent authority upon the subject of the militia, 
wiich renders its action essential to the establisliment or 
improvement of the system. And I recommend the mat- 
ter to your consideration, in the conviction that the state 
of this important arm of the public defence requires 
your attention. 

“ Tam happy to inform you, that the wise and humane 
policy of transferring from the Eastern to the Western 
side of the Mississippi the remnants of our aboriginal 
tribes, with their own consent and upon just terms, has 
been steadily pursued, and is approaching, [ trust, its 
consummation. By reference to the report of the Secre- 
tary of War, and to the documents submitted with it, 
you will see the progress which has been made since your 
last session; in the arrangement of the various matters 
connected with our Indian relations. With one excep- 
tion, every subject involving any question of conflicting 
jurisdiction, or of peculiar difficulty, has been happily 
disposed of; and the conviction evidently gains ground 
among the Indians, that their removal to the country as- 
signed by the United States for their permanent resi- 
dence, furnishes the only hope of their ultimate pros- 
perity. 

' Wich that portion of the Cherokees, however, living 
within the State of Georgia, it has been found impracti- 
cable, as yet, to make a satisfactory adjusiment, Such 
was ny anxiety to remove all the grounds of complaint, 
and to bring to a termination the difficulties in which 
they are involved, that I directed the very liberal propo- 
sitions to be made to them which accompany the docu- 
ments herewith submitted. They cannot but have seen 
in these effers the evidence of the strongest disposition, 
on the part of the Government, to deal justly and liberally 
with them, An ample indemnity was offered for their 
present possessions, a liberal provision for their future 
support and improvement, and full security for their pri- 
vate and political rights. Whatever difference of opin- 
ion may have prevailed respecting the just claims of these 
people, there will probably be none respecting the libe- 
ralty of the propositions, and very litte respecting 
the expediency of their immediate acceptance.— 
They were however rejected, and thus the position of 
these Indians remained unchanged, as do the views com- 
municated in my Message to the Senate, of February, 
1851, 

I refer you to the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, which accompanies this Message, for a detail of the 
operations of that branch of the service during the pre- 
sent year, 


Besides the general remarks on some of the transactions 
tT our Navy, presented in the view which has been 
taken of our foreign relations, I seize this occasion to 
nvite to your notice the increased protection which it has 
ifforded to our commerce and citizens on distant seas, 
Without any augmentation of the force in commission. In 
the gradual improvement of its pecuniary concerns, in 
the constant progress in the collection of materials suita- 

f 


t 


struction of vessels and the buildings necessary to their 
pr 
is 


which are so indispensable to its efficiency. Various new 
iggestions contained in the annexed report, as well as 
thers heretofore submitted to Congress, are worthy of 


our attention; but none more so than that urging the re- | 
lewal, for another term of six years, of the general ap- | 


priation for the gradual improvement of the Navy. 

rom the accompanying report of the Postmaster Ge- 
ral, you will also perceive that that Department con- 
ies to extend its usefulness, without impairing its re. 

urces, or lessening the accommodations which it affords 

‘the secure and rapid transportation of the mail. 

I beg leave to call the attention of Congress to the 
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efor use during future emergencies, and in the con. | 


servation and repair, the present state of this vranch | 
ut the service exhibits the fruits of that vigilance and care | 
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views heretofore expressed in relation to the mode of 
choosing the President and Vice Pres dent of the United 
States, and to those respecting the tenure of office gene- 
rally. Still impressed with the justness of those views, 
and with the belief that the modifications suggested on 
thuse subjects, if adopted, will contribute to the pros- 
perity and harmony of the country, TI earnestly recom- 
mend them to your consideration at this time. 

I have heretofore pointed out the defects in the law for 
punishing official frauds, especially within the District of 
Columbia. It has been found almost impossible to bring 
notorious culprits to punishment; and according to a de- 
cision of the Court for this District, a prosecution is barred 
by a lapse of two years after the fraud has been commit- 
ted. It may happen again, as it has already happened, 
that, during the whole two years, ali the evidences of the 
fraud may be in the possession of the culprit himself. 
However proper the limitation may be in relation to pri- 
vate citizens, it would seem that it ought not to com- 
mence running in favor of public officers until they go 
out of office. 

The Judiciary system of the United States remains im- 
perfect. Of the nine Western and Southwestern States, 
thre: only enjoy the benefits of a Circuit Court. Ohio, 


| Kentucky, and Tennessee, are embraced in the general 


system; but Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, and Louisiana, have only District Courts. If the 
existing system be a good one. why should it not be ex- 
tended? If it be a bad one, why is it suffered to exist? 
The new States were promised equal rights and privileges 
when they came into the Union, and such are the gua. 
rantecs of the Constitution. Nothing can be more obvi- 
ous than the obligation of the General Government to 
| place all the States on the same footing in relation to the 
administration of justice, and [ trust this duty will be neg- 


lected no longer. 





On many of the subjects to which your attention is in- 
vited in this communication, it is 9 source of gratification 
to reflect that the steps to be now adopted are uninflu- 
enced by the embarrassments entailed upon the country 
by the wars through which it has passed. In regard to 
most of our great interests, we may consider ourselves as 
just starting in our career, and, after a salutary experi- 
ence, about to fix upon a permanent basis the policy best 
calculated to promote the happiness of the people, and 
facilitate their progress towards the most complete enjoy- 
ment of civil liberty. Onan occasion so interesting and 
important in our history, and of such anxious concern to 
the friends of freedom throughout the world, it is our im- 
perious duty to lay aside all selfish and local considera: 
tions, and be guided by a lofty spirit of devotion to the 
} great principles on which our institutions are founded. 

hat this Government may be so administered as to 
preserve its efficiency in promoting and securing these 
general objects, should b 





the only aim of our ambition; 
| and we cannot, therefore, too carefully examine its struc- 
| ture, in order that we may not mistake its powers, or as- 
sume those which the people have reserved to them. 
selves, or have preferred to assign to other agents. We 
nstantly in mind the fact that the consider. 
ations which induce 


should bearc 


d the framers of the Constitution to 
withhold trom the General Government the power to re- 
| gulate the great mass of the business and concerns of the 
people, have been tully justified by experience; and that 
it cannot now be 





doubted that the genius of our institu- 
tions prescribes sinfplicity and economy as the character- 
| istics of the reform which is yet to be effected in the pre- 
sent and future execution of the functions bestowed upon 
us by the Constitution. 

| Limited toa general superintending power to maintain 
| peace at home and abroad, and t 


prescribe laws on a 
| few subjects of general interest, not 


alculated to restrict 
human liberty, but to enforce human rights, this Govern- 
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ment will find its strength and its glory in the faithful | efforts were well seconded by the officers; and no | 
discharge of these plain and simple duties. Relieved by | ticable method seems to have been omitted to stay, vo; 
its protecting shield from the fear of war, and the appre- | cure, the pestilence. Of abcut fifteen hundred officy 
hension of oppression, the free enterprise of our citizens, | and men of the regular troops ordered to the northwes: 
aided by the State sovereignties, wil) work out improve- | ern frontier, not less than two hundred died by 
ments and ameliorations, which cannot fail to demonstrate | cholera. , 
that the great truth, that the people can govern them- General Atkinson, with the regular troops and m 
selves, is not only realized in our example, but that itis | under his command, pursued the Indians through a « 
done by a machinery in Government so simple and eco- | try very difficult to be penetrated, of which little 
nomical as scarcely to be felt. That the Almighty Ruler known, and where much exertion was required to pr 
of the Universe may so direct our deliberations, and over- | cure supplies. These circumstances necessarily 
ae our acts, as to make us instrumental in securing a re- | the operations, and were productive of great res; 
it so dear to mankind, is my most earnest and sincere | ity to the commanding officer, and of great suffer: 
oo er. privations to all employed in this harassing wa: 
ANDREW JACKSON. The Indians, however, were driven from the 
December 4, 1832. ses, and fled towards the Mississippi, with th: 
——_—- - — of seeking refuge in the country west of that rive 
Documents accompanying the President’s Message. | “*"¢ immediately followed by General Atkinson, wit 
: ; coaiaind force, overtaken, and completely vanq 
; a ek, 5: lars : ask . veeae The arrangements of the commanding general, 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. the pursuit as in the action, were prompt and | 
and the conduct of the officers and men was exe: 
The campaign terminated in the unqualified su! 
To the President of the United Siates: of the hostile party, and in the adaption of measu 
Sir: In confor easly with your. instructions, I proceed | the poe security of the frontier; and th 
to lay before you a brier statement of the various opera- | has produced upon the Indians of that region a s 
tions of this on for the past year, and such sug- | impression, which, it is to be hoped, will prevent t! 
gestions for the improvement of the several branches of | currence of similar scenes. 
the public service, committed to its care, as experience The extensive operations rendered necessary by 
has dictated; and, in executing this task, it is due to the | events, have demonstrated the able organization 
services, exertions, and fidelity, of the officers at the head | ficiency of the various staff departments of the arn 
of the respective bureaus of the department, that 1] their capacity to meet any exigency which may req 
should acknowledge their able : tance, and the impor: | their exertions. ‘They have also shown that the 
tant benefits | have derived from their counsel and co- | and discipline of the troops are well preserve d, at 
operation in the administration of the concerns of this | whenever or wherever their services may be 
highly respectable office. the expectations of their country will not 
Dutig the past session, the hostile aggressions of the | pointed. 
Sac and Fox Indians, upon the borders of Mlinois and An act of the last session of Congress authoriz 
Michigan, required and received the prompt attention of | raising of six companies of mounted rangers for | 
the Government, The Executives of the States of Mis- | fence of the frontiers. Five of these were organiz 
sour), Lilinois, and Indiana, and of the Territory of Michi- |.out delay, immediat ely after the passage of the ae 
gan, co operated zealously and efficiently in the mea- | owing to the absence of the person selected for 
sures of protection. The regular troops in the vicinity | mand of the sixth, with the troops employed un 
of the theatre of hostilities we re concentrated under Bri- | ral Atkins m, that company was not brought inte 
gadier General Atkinson, and brought into the field; and | during the active portion of the season. Itis! 
the militia of Illinois, and of that part of the Territory | ever, filled, and under orders. 
of Michigan exposed to danger, promptly repaired to the I have caused a comparative view to be ap] 
defence of the frontier. Such was the n mn of the | this re port, showing the difference of cost betwe 
warfare and of the country, that it was difficult imme- maintenance of this corps of rangers, and of at 
diately to protect the lor g line of sc detesd Se tlements, ot dragoons. It will be perceived, that the 
and to bring the ene my to action. Asa precautionary ceeds the latter by one hundred and fifty-thre e th 
measure, and to place the result of the campaign as far | nine hundred an I thirty two dollars. ‘The rangers 
beyond the reach of accident as possible, the garmsons at ing annually two hundred and ninety-seven thousan 
some of the posts upon the seaboard, and upon the lakes, | hundred and thirty dollars, and the dragoons 
were ordered to Chicago, under the command of Major | dred and forty three thousand five hundred 
General Scott, to co-operate with the force already em- | ¢ ight dollars; ‘an excess of expenditure well w 
ployed under — r General Atkinson. The celerity | consideration, unless there are circumstances co:! 
with which these yops moved, is creditable to their] with the nature of the duties of these corps, W 
character and discip ine! One of the companies reached | to the rangers, as at present organiz¢ d, adec 
( hicago in ¢ ignite en days from Old Point Comfort, a dis- | rence over the dragoons. It is my conviction th 
tance, by the route nece ssarily travelled, of more than |are no such circumstances, and that a regiment | 
eightecn hundred miles; and the movement of the | goons would be more efficient as well as more e¢ 
whole was marked b y the greatest despatch Unfortu: | cal. From the constitution of the corps of rang 
nately, their hopes of peng eful to their country were | from the short periods of their service, their organiza 
suddenly arrested, when h ig! est, by the ap pearance of | is but little superior to that of the ordinary militia. Ey 
the cholera; and probably few mil tary expeditions have | year there must be a great loss of time in the reco 
presented scenes more appalling in themselves, or de-] tion of the corps, and in the acquisition of the necess 
manding the exertion of greater moral courage. The experience and know ledge. And its constitution 
occasion was met by Major General Scott ina manner | dissimilar from that of any other branch of the army; 
worthy of his high character; and th t xample he zavela perfect union of sentiment and acti mn between 
tothe American army in that period of trying responsi-] can scarcely be expected. The want of these mus 
pility, is not less important, than was his gallant be aring quently be injurious to the public service. 
in the presence of the enemy during the late war. His | Regular cavalry are fully competent to the dist 
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of all the duties required of mounted rangers. In cele- 
rity of movement, they will of course be equal, and if 
(which however is doubtful) the rifle is considered the 
most eficient arm for mounted troops, operating against 
the Indians, this weapon can be placed in the han:ls of 
such cavalry, and they cane = be traine d to ee use. 
Besides other imporiant objects, it is desirable to pre- 
serve in our military eae the elements of cavalry 


tactics, andl to keep pace 
b 





with the improvements made 
in them by other nations. The establishment of a regi- 
ment of « » the personnel of our 
army, and would introduce a ican which woul har- 
1, and participate in, the espril du corps so 
easily and cer- 


cravoons would com] let 


monige witl 
essential to military efficiency, and so 
tainly created by military prine pret 
d, and it surely may well 
e, that mounted troops are y necessary for the 
detence of that part of the inland frontier in contact 
with the Indian tribes. Our permanent military posts, 
garrisoned by infantry, exert a moral influence over the 
tnd ins, and protect important and exposed positions, 
eriake and chastise marauding partir s, and in 
ry on any serious operations ag: ainst an Indian 
, horsemen are indis- 
earererty that some 
force of this description will be retained, I have the ho- 
nor to suggest the propriety of the eone ersion of the 
corps of rangers into a regiment of dragoons. 
lhe report of the officer at the head of the Engineer 


sive vic w of 


lt seems to be now concede 





absolute 





foe in the | level regions of the Wes! 


pensably necessary. Presuming, 


Department, presents a corr prehen he ope- 


corps under his superintendence, 





ms assigne d to the 
n 


in its three o_o sions of fortifications, internal im- 
provem nt, and militar y educ ation. 


In the construction o the various works of defence 
upon the maritime frontier, the progress has been as ra- 
pid as was compatible with a proper and econe 


Yoat 
{ GULLY, and 


7% } 
MICAaAl ACle 


t 


ministration of this importan 


ous calls upon the officers of that department. So much 


loss are experienced, not ouly in this branch of 
the public service, but in almost all others, requiring the 
disbursement of money, by the late period at which the 


} } 
acy ala 








appt iatlons are sometimes made, that lam led to in- 
tioduce the subject here, in the hope that it will engage 


the aliention of C ong ress. The pecuni 
Only injury, particularly in wll the 
‘al improvement, The operatio: § are 

scontinued d 


1} 
alii TOO rapialy 


works of fortification 
a binteri 


rily d 


necessa- 

uring one part of the working season, 

prosecuted dur and the re- 

suil is, consequently, more or less unfavorable. 

th of the engineer corps is not 
»w sufficient for the performance of the duties required 

ofits officers. They have all been actively and zealous- 





gr another; 





The numerical stres 











ly engaged, and their scientific and practical attainments 
eminently qualify them for the discharge of the various 
functions they are performing, whether belonging 


appro- 
prately to their profession, or assigned to them by this 
connected with this sub 
i refer to the report of the Chief Engineer, conte 


riment, For the facts 





lf with observing, that there is no economy in keep 
this establishment below the numbers demanded by 
xigeney of the service. Either the duty will not 

b med, as tias happened this season in some in- 


or, ashias happened in others, it will be worse 








| ied, amd ata greater expense: for it is impossible 
totransfer, from civil life, or from other departments of 
My, persons possessing the requisite attainments, 
evioits experence, to ensure science and skill 

mot these duties, anda system of vigilant 
n the administration of their fiscal concerns. 

i jive these qualifications, time and experience are 
! y. And the responsibility imposed by a perma- 


Nt attachment to the department, and the esprit du 


both favorable to a more taithful 
Vou. [IX.—B 


rps created by it, are 


ary loss is not the | 
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he gister. 


and efficient discharge of the duties appertan ing toit 
For these reasons, and f { 





om the clearest conviction that 
sucha measure is demanded by public interest, f 
venture to renew the recommendation contained in my 
last annual report, for a moderate and gradual increase of 
the engineer corps, and to express my full concurrence 
in the views presented by the Chief Engineer upon that 











| subject. 


fi stering care of the Governme nt, and the 


' } 4° , } { 1.4; r ntect ; 
; that the additio: s - the buildings, ported out in 


with the numer: | 





the Military Academy, as will be seen by t! 
’ 


Soard of Visiters, 


As an institution national in its objects, its 


e report 


of the is steadily pursuing its course of 
usefulness. 
' 


.dministration, its support, and its pupils, it merits the 


kind regard 
of the public. For a series of years, it has unde 
the rigid examination of the m 
selected from every part of the 
have arrived there with strong 
all of whom, I believe, have rt 

viclion of its importance and admirable 





ctable « 
nany of whom 
es against it, but 


f 


NS 
t 


it, UO 
, e } 


nea with a ceep Ccon- 
management. <As 
a schocl, where the various sciences, auxiliary to the art 
of war, are taught, and taught most th 


amp of instruction, 





oroughly; as a 
where the practical duties of the 








soldier are acquired, and wh ere the difficult art of go- 
verning is learned, by learning luty of obedience; 
asa place of deposite, where provements in 
military knowledge, throughor rid, ure ascertain. 
ot, preserved, and investigate asa point of c 
centration, where young men are brought into friendly 


contact and emulation, irom every part of the Union, and 

are sent out to defend their country, with their sectional 

prejudices diminish d, and their views enlarged, it is 

among the most valuable 
S . 

lL coinc 


tions th 


possessions of the repuotic. 





in Opinion with the 
vy have made, and commend them to your favor 


c 





ible notice. From personal inspection, | am s: 
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port, are Pequ ire 
al to the 


a 
ic 


by the publec interest, and that they 


are essents 
nel t ? 
ana load 





miort of the professors : 
prosecution of their duties and studi 4 


especially, Lam impressed with the importance of a pro- 


' ernie r } — . ’ } ' Wei . s ‘ 1 

per place of public w rspip, where all the per Saltachea 
. i? © f ’ ‘* «!t of ? 

to the institution, amounting, with their familics, to more 


than e‘ght hundred individuals, can assemble, and unite 





in the performance of religious duties. In a christian 
community, the obligauons upon th yyect will not be 
questioned; and the expense of providing a suitable 


place of worship, especially as a chaplain is maintained 
there, cannot be put in competition with the p 
advantages of a course of religious instruction to such a 
number of persons; a large portion of whom are at that 
critical period which determines whether the 
course of lifé shall be tor evil or for good, 

Phe reasons heretofore urged for an augmentation and 
more etficient organization of the toy grap ical corps 
still exist in full force. The duti les assigned to that branch 
of the staff require extensive scientific att 


gether wiih much expericnce. ‘rhey are 
important advantages, as well in peace as 
thercfore address themselves with peculiar 


pul! ~ ‘al e ‘ ‘ 
favorabie Consideration of the Government. 





is not sufficiently numerous tor the cdisciare 





required of it; and the additional expen 8, rendered 
necessary by this state of thi: Zs, exceed i? amount cde. 
manded by the propose laugmentation. Ind pendently ' 
however, of the absolute economy w h would result 
rom the adeption of this measure, it is called fo 
other and not less forcible considerations, All ex nce 
proves that a corps organized upon military principles is 
ore re-p msib! + more ¢ th ienl, a | etter xe verned, 
in individuals can be, who are united by different and 
rdinary associations. Causes are put in Operation, which 
necessarily pro luce emulation, professtoual pi le, and 
united action, The character of the corps is dear to 
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every individual, and each becomes identified with its 
prospects and reputation. Officers temporarily assigned 
to topographical duties cannot be expected to feel the 
same interest in the prosecution of these labors which 
they would do if they were constituent members of the 
corps, and looking forward to it for advancement in pro- 
fessional standing, as well as in military rank. Many of- 
ficers, however, are thus occasionally employed, and, 
were they not so, much of this branch of the public in- 
terest would remain unexecuted. An efficient and in- 
creased organization, fully adequate to the duties of the 
corps, may be effected without any addition to the pub- 
lic expenditure. For the details of such a plan, I beg 
leave to refer to the report of the officer temporarily in 
charge of that bureau. 

There is probably no class of officers under the Govern- 
ment, whose compensation is more inadequate to their 
services, than that of the medical staff of the army. There 
are but two grades, surgeon and assistant surgeon, in 
this corps; and the pay of the former is forty-five dollars, 
and the pay of the latter is forty dollars per month, 

The prospect of gradual and continued promotion, held 
out to the other officers of the army, is a powerful incen- 
tive to good conduct, and, when realized, becomes its 
just reward. Of this the medical officers are deprived; 
for the slight difference of rank and pay at present exist- 
ing is scarcely worthy of consideration. The nature of 
their profession, requiring time, experience, and pecuni- 
ary means, for iis acquisition; the responsible and ardu- 
ous services demanded of them; the relation, not always 
a pleasant one, in which they stand to the line of the 
army; and, I may add, in justice to this meritorious class 
of officers, their general capacity, respectability, and 
good conduct, entitle them to a higher rate of compensa- 
tion; and I indulge the hope that their claims will be fa- 
vorably considered. 

In the subsistence of the army an important change has 
been made, which, I trust, will prove salutary to the 
health and morals of the troops. In lieu of spirituous 
liquor, which formerly composed a part of each ration, a 
commutation was some time since established, by which 
iis value was paid to each soldier in money; but, at the 
same time, he had permission to purchase this clestructive 
article from the sutler of the post. The regulation you 
have recently authorized substitutes coffee and sugar for 
the commutation previously established. Four pounds of 
coffee and eight pounds of sugar are hereafter to be is- 
sued with every one hundred rations. And, at those posts 
where the troops prefer it, ten pounds of mce are allowed 
to the same number of rations, instead of the beans which 
have formed a constituent portion of the subsistence of 
the soldier. From a comparative estimate furnished by 
the Commissary General, it appears that this alteration in 
the cgmponent parts of the ration will add but two mills 
and four-tenths to its cost, and will increase the whole 
amount of the army subsistence by a sum not exceeding 
six thousand dollars—an expenditure not to be regarded, 
when the benefits resulting from it are taken into view. 
Simultaneously with this arrangement, a regulation was 
adopted, prohibiting the sale of spirituous liquors by the 
sutlers to the troops, and its introductien, under any cir- 
cumstances, into the camns and forts of the United States, 
with the exception of the hospital stores, and of the 
quantity necessary to issue under that provision of the 
law which allows an extra gill to every soldier engaged 
in fatigue duty. No authority to dispense with this is 
vested in the Executive, and Cengress alone can inter- 
pose the necessary remedy. I am satisfied the great cause 


of public morals, as well as the discipline and efficiency | 


of the army, would be promoted by an entire abolition of 
these issues; and i cannot but hope that the legislative 
authority will be exerted for that purpose. An addition 
of three cents to the sum allowed for extra daily labor, 
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would be more than an adequate pecuniary compensiution 
forthe deprivation herein recommended, and would jin. 
crease, but in a very inconsiderable degree, the public 
expenditure. 

A very partial knowledge of the actual condition of our 
army, is sufficient to satisfy the most superficial observer, 
that to habits of intemperance may be traced almost al! 
the evils of our military establishment. These need no 
enumeration, that an adequate conception may be formed 
of their nature and consequences. But it is time thatan 
enemy so insidious and destructive were met and over. 
come; that all palliatives were abandoned; and that a 
system of exclusion, of entire, unconditional, exclusion, 
were introduced and enforced. Every just consideration 
of policy and morality requires this measure, and public 
Opinion is certainly prepared for, and would approve it. 
I earnestly recommend the subject to your most favors- 
ble consideration. 

I beg leave to refer you to the accompanying report of 
the officer in charge of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, for 
a detailed statement of the operations and condition of 
that branch of the public service. 

Among the southern and southwestern Indians, no event 
has occurred to disturb the relations existing between 
them and the United States. The settled policy of the 
Government to induce the Indians to remove beyond tle 
limits of the respective States and Territories, where this 
can be done upon reasonable terms, and with their five 
consent, has been steadily kept in view. The objects and 
necessity of that policy are so clearly stated in the mes 
save of the President of the United States to Congress, of 
December 2, 1828, that I take the liberty of drawing 
your attention to those remarks: 

** In the practice of European States,” says President 
Adams, *‘ before our revolution, they (the Indians) had 
been considered as children, tobe governed; as tenants 
at discretion, to be dispossessed as occasion might require; 
as hunters, to be indemnified, by trifling concessions, for 
removal from the grounds, upon which their game was 
-extirpated. In changing the system, it would seem as if 
a fall contemplation of the consequences of the change 
had not been taken. We have been far more successtul 
in the acquisition of their lands, than in imparting to them 
the principles, or inspiring them with the spirit, of civili- 
zation. But, in appropriating to ourselves their hunting 
grounds, we have brought upon ourselves the obligation 
of providing them with subsistence; and, when we have 
haa the rare good fortune of teaching them the arts of 
civilization, and the doctrines of christianity, we have 
unexpectedly found them forming, in the midst of our 
selves, communities claiming to be independent of ours, 
and rivals of sovereignty within the territories of the men. 
bers of the Union. This state of things requires thia 
remedy should be provided—a remedy which, while tt 
shall do justice to these unfortunate children of nature, 
may secure to the members of our confedcration thet 
rights of sovereignty and of soil. As the outline of a 

| project to that effect, the views presented in the report 
| of the Secretary of War are recommendec to the consi 
deration of Congress.” 

** While some of our citizens,” says General Porter, 10 
the very able report here referred to, “‘who are the advo 
cates of primitive and imprescriptible rights, in theit 
broadest extent, contend that these tribes are indepen 

| dent nations, and have the sole and exclusive rig!it (0 
| the property and government of the territories they 0c 
| cupy, others consider them as mere tenants at will, like 
| the buffalo of the prairies, to be hunted from their cout 
try whenever it may suit our interest or convenience t0 
take possession of it. These views of their rights 4 d 
disabilities are equally extravagant and unjust; but, (he 
misfortune is, that the intermediate line has never bee! 
drawn by the Government. Nothing can be more cleat 
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to one who has marked the progress of population and 
improvement, and is conversant with the principles of hu- 
man action, than that these Indians will not be permitted 
tohold the reservations, on which they live, within the 
States, by their present tenure, for any considerable pe- 
yiod. If, indeed, they were not disturbed in their posses- 
sions by us, it would be impossible for them long to sub. 
sist, as they have heretofore done, by the chase, as their 
game is alreally so much diminished as to render it fre- 
quently necessary to furnish them with provisions, in or- 
der to save them from starvation. In their present desti- 
tute and deplorable condition, and which is constantly 
growing more helpless, it would seem to be not only the 
right, but the duty of the Government, to take them un- 
der its paternal care, and to exercise over their persons 
and property the salutary rights and duties of guardianship. 

‘* The most prominent feature in the present policy of 
the Government, as connected with these people, is to be 
found in the efforts that are making to remove them be- 
yond the limits of the States and organized Territories. 

' A very extensive tract of country, lying to the west 
and north of the Arkansas Territory, has lately been set 
apart for the colonization of the Indians.” 

“Let such of the emigrating Indians as choose it, con 
tinue, as heretofore, to devote themselvestothe chase in 
a country where their toils will be amply rewarded. Let 
those who are willing to cultivate the arts of civilization, 
be formed into a colony, consisting of distinct tribes or 
communities, but placed contiguous to each other, and 
connected by general laws, which shall reach the whole. 
Let the lands be apportioned among families and individu- 
als in severalty, to be held by the same tenures by which 
we hold ours, with perhaps some temporary and whole- 
some restraints on the power of alienation. Assist them in 
forming a code of laws adapted to a state of civilization.” 

‘In regard to suc! Indians as shall still remain within 
the States and Territories, and refuse to emigrate, let an 
arrangement be made with the proper authorities of the 
States in which they are situated, for partitioning out to 
them, in severalty, as much of their respective reserva- 
tions as shall be amply sufficient for agricultural purposes 
Set apart a tract preportioned in size to the number of 


ludians to remain, in cominon, as a refuge, and subject | 


tem to all the municipal laws of the State in which they 
reside. Let the remainder of the reservation be paid fou 
by those who hold the paramount right, at such prices as 
shall be deemed, in reference to the uses which Indians 
are accustomed to make of it, reasonable, and the pro- 
ceeds be applied for the benefit of those of the tribe who 
emigrate after their establishment in the colony, or be 
divided between those who emigrate and those who re- 
main, as justice may require.” 

To the views herein presented, of the condition of the In- 
dians, of the prospects which await them, and of the only 
efficient remedy in their power to seek, or in that of the 
Guvernment to apply, E take the liberty of adding my own 
testimonial, founded on an intimate intercourse with them 
of eighteen years, both personal and official, under every 
variety of circumstances, in peace and war, and in very 
remote regions, as well as within our own settlements. 
the principles laid down in these extracts are substan- 
tially the same as those which now regulate the Govern. 
ment in all their transactions with the Indians, when the 
question of their permanent establishment or removal is 
brought under discussion, So far as respects the emi- 
grating Indians, this will clearly appear by reference to 
the instructions of the Commissioners now engaged in the 
adjusimert of all the unsettled matters connected with 
the great plan of colonization. With regard, however, 
to those Indians who refuse to remove, it has not been 
deemed expedient for the Government, by its own act, 
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ed for the residue, and to direct its appropriation. This, 
so far as regards the General Government, has been, and 
continues to be, the subject of conventional arrangement, 
in which the parties, by mutual discussion and compro- 
mise of opinion, arrive at a satisfactory result. In these 
arrangements, where the parties desire it, adequate tracts 
of land in fee, with ‘*temporary and wholesome re- 
straints” upon the right to sell, are secured to all who 
desire to remain, That this system of ‘* guardianship” 
is, however, founded upon a just and intimate knowledge 
of ‘he Indian character, no one acquainted with that cha- 
racter will question. I need not now inquire whether a 
practical resort to the principles resulting from it will 
ever become necessary. If it should, no doubt every are 
rangement which justice and humanity call for, will be 
liberally made. 

In your message to the Senate, of February 22, 1830, 
you explained your views of the question of jurisdiction 
over the Indian tribes living within the respective States 
and Territories, and stated that, in your opinion, and in 
the words of the above report, they were * subj-ct tothe 
municipal laws of the State in which they reside,” in all 
cases where such laws were extended over them. 

The progress of events, since 1828, has confirmed, if 
confirination were wanting, the correctness of these prin- 
ciples, and their adaptation to the actual and prospective 
condition of the Indians. The circle of civilization and 
improvement has extended, and various tribes have re- 
tired, or are retiring, before it. The experience of the 
four years which have intervened, does not furnish one 
consolatory hope that the insulated bands, who have ree 
served and occupy tracts surrounded by our setuements, 
can permanently retain these positions, and prosper. 
Chere are moral, political, and physical causes, all in 
operation, which cannot be controlled, and which forbid 
such an expectation. And, in fact, the whole history of 
our intercourse with our primitive people teaches no one 
lesson more important than this; and it will be fortunate 
for their prosperity, and for our responsibility, if, in its 
practical application, both parties should become satisfied 
that the system provided by the act of May 28, 1830, of. 
fers the only rational prospect of a durable and happy 
residence for the Indians. <A few individuals, almost 
always half breeds, and their connexions, engrossing the 
intelligence and means of each of these small communi- 
ties, and too often without regard to the rights or fate of 
others, may become assimilated to our institutions, and 
eventually planted among us with safety. Butthis should 
never be permitted at the sacrifice of more important in- 
terests, and to the utter disregard of the fate which 
awaits the unfortunate mass of these tribes, persuaded, or 
almost compelled, to remain where they must rapidly de- 
cline, und at length disappear. And the causes which 
enacted this law are not less obvious in their origin, than 
they are certain in their operation. Their progress is 
onward; and, regret them as we may and must, no hu. 
man power can arrest their march, or avert their conse- 
quences, The effort has been made for generations, and 
in every mode that wisdom or philanthrepy could sug- 
gest; and vet, in not one solitary instance, has it produced 
any permanent or general beneficial effect. And we 
may survey our whole cultivated territory in the vain ex- 
pectation of discovering one aboriginal community, how. 
ever small, which has withstood the ceaseless pressure of 
civilization, and which holds out the slightest prospect of 
moral or physical improvement, or even of eventual sub- 
sistence, for the great body of the individuals composing 
it.. If such a community exist, it is unknown to me; and, 
in fact, if one is believed to exist, it is only by those who 
are unacquainted with its actual condition, and with the 
internal history of its wants, its dissensions, and its op- 


either to partition out to them the land necessary for their | pressions. 


support, or to decide upon the consideration to be allow 





The act of Congress of May 28, 1830, created a bar- 
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rier, beyond which the dispersed remnants of our various the Mississippi, und for the emigration of that tr 
Iudian tribes may be collected and preserved. The | country offered for their permanent  residenc 
provisions of that act are plain, salutary, and compre- | this view, the liberal propositions authorized by 
hensive. It isa solemn nasional declaration, containing | made to them, a copy of which is annexed to 
pledges, which neither the Government nor the coun- | It will be seen, by reference to it, that the offi 
try will suffer to be violated. It secures to the Indians, | conceived ina spirit of kindness and liberality, wh 
fore ver, the une ~ puted possession and control of the re- | tified the expectation of their prompt acceptance 
gion allotted t them, and makes such arra angements us | contained ample security for the permanent 
are essential to ‘thy subsistence, safety, and comfortab ment of the Cherokees, and for the perpetual « 
establishment of the colonists. No similar attempt has | of the country allotted to them They pn 
ever been heretofore made, and therefore no tnfavor- | means for their moral, social, and political impr 
able deductions can be drawn from the failure oF prewe d- | and they offered all the pecuniary aid necessa 
ing efforts, having in view the same general object, but | present and future subsistence and support. 
endeavoring to attain it by far different. means. | ceptance would have terminated the difficulucs 
ganized gov. rnment exists, ot can exist, to assert juris: | the Cherokees are involved, would have united 
diction over these tri eS, and treaties of cession i 


‘ ‘rsedl portions of the tribe, and would have had t 
“orR! patible with the whx ole » basis of the plan { fse ttle nent, 


dation of their permanent improvement and 
All the testimony before this department concurs in | Butit willbe seen, by the answer which is 
representing the country assigned for a land of refuge, | you, that this efforthas been unavailing, and 
as abun lantly extensive and fertile for the support ofthe | there isa change in their councils, no favor 
Indians, and as presenti in its climate, its animal and | in their condition can be expected. 
agricultural productions, and its general circumstances, | The Choctaw treaty of 1830 allowed that 
features ac imirably adapted to their situation and wants. | years to emigrate. In 1831, about 5,000 of then 
Inportant benefits are anticipated from the act of the | to their new possessions between the Car 
last session, aut! the appointment of commission. | rivers. They are highty gratified with the 
ers to visit tlic s west of the Mississippi, and | country, and satisfied with Uie exchange they 
to arrange t! rario interesting and unsettled ques- } From the returns which have been received, | 
tions arising © fF the new relations which the system | ed that about 7,000 more will cross the M 
of emigration has created. A mijority of these com- }season, and the residue of the tribe, amountiy 
missiouers, it is supposed, is now ia chat region, engaged | 6,000, will follow during the next. 
in the performance of their duties; b he time which General Coffee has succeeded in concludi 
has intervened since their arriv: here, has been too | with the Chickasaws, which will lead to the 
short to enable them to communicate t le Gepartment | mov il, and to their location inthe West. The 
the progress and prospects of their n ion. The ac. | this treaty is different from any heretofore assur 
companying copy of their instructions will show the ge- | negotiations with the LTndians. The whole val 
neral nature of their duti wd tl great importance | country ceded is assigned to the Chickasaws 
of an able and fait! hischary them. ese duties | United States become in tact trustees tu ma! 
embrace the settlement of co : * claims; the sr- | sary arrangements forthe benefit 
ringement of disputed bo laries; e€ juxtaposition of lt is stipulated that the ceded territory s 
kindred bands; the commutation of permanent for tem- | veyed and sold, and the whole proceeds, dedu 
porary annuit | a 
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tribes; the | ti ctual expenses, applied to the various ¢ 
redemption of the solem edge protection offered | merated, connected with the temporary su 
b act of May 2 fe ; the establishment of a sy moval, and permanent establishment of th 
rovernment over “m, and of intercommunica- | A residuary fund is to be vested in some pro 
mM; and, gener lly the examination and | and the income to be annually appropria ¢ 
‘ . ? i 


yn of any topics calculated to in prove theirc > al irivate objects stipulated in the tre 
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ich has been unfortunately increased, during 
successive generations, by circumstances beyond our con- 
trol. The policy would not be less wise than just. The 
tine has way, if it ever existed, when a revenue 
derived from such a source was necessary to the Govern 
ment. The remnant ¢ ; 
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four aboriginal race may well look 
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full value, and that usefully applied, of the rem- 











fort 

1H } immense possessions, which have passed from 

themtous, and left few su tantial evidences of permanent 
lvantage. O rreit objection to a removal, which has 
pean ur lhvy the n hiscreet Indians, and by many of 








are honestly seeking their im- 
provement, is the prospect, judging by the past, that 

ion west cf 1 Mississippi would be tempora- 
y, asthey would be soon pressed for new cessions, and 





vould vield,as thev have heretofore yielded, to successive 
plications for this purpo-e. Alt rongh the nature and ob- 
of t rremoval, and the spiritofthe act of Con- 

ss which introduced the system, are opposed to such 


npts, still the apprehension is entertained, and has 
ms. Probably no course woukl better satis 


fy them upon this subject, than the introduction of a prin- 


e, which would secure to them the full value of the 


property, under all cire imstances; thus | ssening the 











probability, in their view, of any wish on our part to ac- 
juire it, and ensuring on theirs, if not the power and dis 
pos sto retain it, at least the means of converting it to 
{ie rreatest acy intage 

the “l with the Creeks in March last, 

n ition. As soon as the census is 
comp! cessary surveys made, each person 
entit! >this tract, and he will then 
b tuin it. If he chooses to sell, the 
treat ides a residence, and secures him his just 


res with his countrymen who have crossed the 


prefer remaining, and retaining 





nis |, he becomes a citizen of Alabama, amenable to 
ts] s, und entitled to Ul ir protection, All dang: r of 
t ollision ts therefore at an end, 
A ty has been “Ll with the Seminoles of Flori 
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upon just and satisfactory terms, by which they cede 
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*blish in, the West thei 


|} been long distinguished for the ir «l 


possessions in that territory, and agree to migrate 
to th mi West of the Mississippi. The treaty, how- 
sn hig ry on their part, until a deputation, 
them, shall have examined the country propose d | 
{ r residences anc until the tribe, upon their re- | 
t, shall have sivnfied their Cesire to embrace the! 
sof t treaty. In conformity with this stipulation, 
rexplorng deputation lias proceeded to the Arkansas | 
for the pu se of examining it, and reporting 
tation to the objects of Indian life. When they 
y the determination of the tribe wiil be made known 
t Government; and, it is hoped, in time to enable 
1 nent to submit the treaty to you, that it may 
be | bcfore t Senate at the ensuing session. 
hi the A ypalachicola bands an arranvement has 
i made, under the act of Congress of May 28, 1830, 
\ relinquishment of the largest portions of th 
in Florida, and for their removal. ‘his arrange. 
\ 3 une litional, and diately exe l 
And it onl tly a th sin Il party 
\ has not veta nted nent, will soon 
pt similar terms for the very limited reservations held 
J 
lt will thus be seen that with the Creeks, the Choc. 
i ( saws, and the principal Appalachicola 
' 1 } ? . 


probably, 





tribes embrace all the aboriginal population now remain- 
ing in the country east of the Mississippi, and south of 
the Ohio, with the exception of a few individuals, too 
unimpertant for recapitulation; and with the exception, 
also, of the Cherokees Of these latter Indians, it is 
computed that about thirty-five hundred reside west of 
the Mississipp!, and about eleven thousand within the 
chartered limits of Geors in the Alaba- 
ma, Tennessee, and North Carolina. All the embarrass. 
ments, of the anomalous situation of the In- 


dians, which have engaged the pub! 


States of 





arising? out 
c attention, and oc- 
much anxiety to the Government, are confined, 
in their operation, to that p< ct 
living within the State of Georgia. Could they be in- 
duced to pursue the only course which 
stability and 


ion of this small ba 





pro nises them 


» and to remcve to, and re-esta- 
political and social systems, with 
experience and the clatge of 


events have rendered necessary, the country micht soon 


prosperity 








such modifications as 


look forward to an entire removal of the whole Iodian 


race east of the Mississippi, and toa termination of ail 
those perplexing difficulties which inevitably result from 
the existing relations established between them, 

Treaties of cession and remoyal have also been formed 
with the Shawnees, Delawares, Peorias, and Kaskaskias, 
by which their territorial claims in Missouri and Lilmois 
have been extinguished; and with the Pattawat 
the cession of extensive districts in Hlinois and I 

The hostilities, commenced by the 





recent 





Fox Indians, may be traced to causes which have been 
for some time in operation, and which left little « rt 
upon the minds of those acquainted with the savage cha- 
racter, that they were dete: nined tov commit svine 
aggression upon the frontier. 


The confederated tribes of the Sacs and Foxes have 


ring spirit of adven- 


ture, and for their restless and reckless disposition At 


the commencement of the eighteenth century, one of 


a desperate attempt tou se 





these tribes made 
Detroit; and, during a period of forty years, subsequent 
to that effort, they caused great trouble and embarrass- 


li was o ily 


ited by a most formidable military expedition, sent 


ment tothe French colonial government, whic 
termi 
by tha 
west of Green Bay. 

During the last war with Great Brita 
cy entered zealously into the contest, and was among the 
Alter the 
peace, their commumeation with the Canadian authori- 


t enterprising people into the then remote regions 


n, this Confedera- 


most active and determined of our enemies. 


lies was preserved; and, every year, large parties of the 


' } ‘ 


most influential chiefs and warriors visite !'Upper Canada, 


ind returned laden with presents. Phat this continued 
ntercourse kept alive feelings of attachment tv a toreign 
weakened the proper and necessary influ. 
Inited States, is known to every on Wwito 





} has marked the progress of events, and conduct of the 
Indisns upon the northwestern frontier. The tril 
|} the Upper Miss ssippi, part cularly e Sacs an 
ind the Winnebagoes, confident in ) 
| their natural courage, and totally) rant of thes 

prop 1 between their power and that of t 

States, have always been dis ni ae €] 
| front n alarm, and continually commit! 

e upon the persons er pro ty « i sabit 

I this is sult ¢ npulse, 5 Sur's i al- 
;m evil ie ¢ sequence of 1 i i in e 
| war the ere obt flife. J t 1D at any 
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the predictions of some fanatical leader, who promises 
him glory, victory, and scalps. 
In this state of feeling, and with these incitements to 
yar, the Sacs and Foxes claimed the right of occupying 
a part of the country upon Rock river, even after it had 
been sold to the citizens of the United States, and settled 
by them. In 1829 and in 1830, serious difficulties re. 
sulted from their efforts to establish themselves in that 
section, and frequent collisions with the inhabitants were 
the consequence. Representations were made to them, 
and every effort, short of actual hostilities, used by the 
proper officers, to induce them to abandon these un- 


founded pretensions, and to confine themselves to their 


own country on the west side of the Mississippi river. 
These efforts were successful with the well disposed por- 
tion of the uibes, but were wholly unavailing with the 
band known by the name of the ‘British party.” In 
1831, their aggressions were so serious, and the attitude 


they assumed so formidable, that a considerable detach- 


ment of the army, and of the militia of Illinois, was called 
into the field; and the disaffected Indians, alarmed by the 
preparation for their chastisement, agreed to reside and 
hunt *fupon their own lands west of the Mississippi 
river,” and that they would not ** recross this river to the 


usual place of their residence, nor any part of their 
old hunting grounds east of the Mississippi, without the 


express permission of the President of the L'nited States, 
or the Governor of the State of Illinois.” 

This arrangement had scarcely been concluded, before 
a flagrant outrage was committed, by a party of these Ine 
dians, upon a band of friendly Menomonies, almost under 
the guns of Fort Crawford. Twenty-five persons were 
wantonly murdered, and many wounded, while encamp- 


ed in the village of Prairie du Chien, and resting in fan- 


cied security upon our soil, and under our flag. If an 
act like this had been suffered to pass unnoticed and un. 
punished, a war between these tribes would have been 
the consequence, in which our frontiers would have been 
involved, and the character and influence of the Govern- 
ment would have been lost in the opinion of the Indians, 

Apprehensive, trom the course of events already stated, 
and from other circumstances, that the disaffected band 
of Sacs and Foxes would again harass and disturb the 
settlements upon our borders, and determined that the 
murderers of the Mcnomonies should be surrendered or 
taken, the department ordered General Atkinson, on the 
7th of March last, to ascend the Mississippi with the dis- 
posable regular troops at Jefferson barracks, and to carry 
into effect the instructions issued by your direction Stull 


further to strengthen the frontiers, orders were given for 


the re-occupation of Chicago. 

The demand for the surrender of the Menomonie mur- 
derers was entirely disregarded; and the ‘** British party” 
of the Sacs and Foxes recrossed the Mississippi, and, as- 
suming a hostile attitude, established themselves upon 
Rock river. The subsequent events are well known, 
and the result has already been stated in this report. 

To Major General Scott and Governor Reynolds, of 
Illinois, was assigned the task of pacification; and, by 
their joint exertions, treaties of cession were formed with 
the Winnebaguoes, and with the Sacs and Foxes, by 
which the title of the former is extinguished to all the 
country south of the Quisconsin and east of the Missis- 
sippi, and the title of the latter to an extensive region 
west of this river, 

‘These cessions are highly important to the peace and 
security of that frontier, and will soon be followed by 
such settlements as will place it beyond all danger of 
Indian hostilitics. And it is to be earnestly hoped, that 
the severe lesson, which the events of the late campaign 
have taught the Indians, will ensure the preservation of 
tranguillily, and render a resort to similar measures, on 
the part of the United States, unnecessary. 
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The removal of a number of the tribes, and othe, 
changes, which are taking place in our Indian relati ns, 
have enabled you to direct the Ciscontinuance of several 
of the agencies, and a considerable reduction in the ex. 
penditures of the Indian Department. The agencies of 
Michillimackinack, and the Sault Ste. Marie, have bee, 
consolidated, and those of the Ohio Indians, of the Est. 
ern Choctaws, and of the Eastern Creeks, have bee) |\m.- 
ited to the 3lstof December next, after which they w))! 
be discontinued. A corresponding reduction has been 
made in the expenditures, amounting, as the estimates 
will show, to the annual sum of twelve thousand seve) 
hundred and fifty dollars, in the ordinary operations of 
that branch of the public service. The progress of the 
system of emigration will enable the department to carry 
into effect your instructions with relation to a further di. 
minution of these expenses; and no opportunity will be 
omitted, consistently with the public interest, to accom: 
plish this desirable object. 

The important duties imposed upon the department by 
the act of Congress of June 7, 1852, entitled * Ap act 
supplementary to the ‘ act for the relief of certain surviy- 
ing officers,and soldiers of the revolution,’ ” have be 
executed as far as possible. As willbe seen by a re 
of the officer in charge of the Pension Bureau, upwards 
of twenty thousand applications have been presented wn 
der that act. Of these, more than six thousand have been 
examined; and have been admitted, rejected, or returned 
for supplementary action. The number of cases so far 
exceeded the anticipations which had been formed, | 
the strength of the office was wholly inadequate toa 
prompt examination of them; and a system of procedure 
was therefore adopted, involving some additional expense, 
(to mect which, it is hoped an appropriation will be made,) 
but calculated greatly to facilitate the execution of the 
business. Addiiional clerks were employed, and « « 
sion of labor was established among them, by whicti each 
case could be thoroughly examined, and a brief analysis 


submitted in a prescribed form. By assigning to particu 


‘ 


| lar persons the duty of deciding whether these condensed 


statements present such claims as come within the es 
lished regulations, every reasonable facility, compa 
with a proper investigation, is given to the prog: 
the business,and yet the important action upon the whole 
is entrusted ouly to five principal clerks in the bureau, 
who, from their experience, or other qualifications, 
fully competent to the discharge of this duty, and who act 
under the more immediate direction of the faithful officer 
who has so long presided over the Pension Bureau. 

It is certainly very desirable that all these claims sh 
be investigated and decided with the least possible delay. 
ihe bounty or the justice of their country has come |» 
enough to the remnant of that heroic band who lad 
foundations of our national prosperity, without the o 
rence of further unnecessary delay in the administrat 
of the law; and L have felt it my duty to cause the most 
prompt and vigorous measures within the reach of | . 
partment to be taken, in order to effect this object. 

Still, a just regard to the public interest, and the exer 
cise of proper precautions to guard against frau 
claims, necessarily interpose delays in the managen 
of this business, which, without a knowledge of the ¢ 
cumstances, may have appeared unreasonable. But tey 
are not so. They could not, and cannot be avoid 
lhe regulations adopted to give effect to the act, and 
ported at the last session to the Pension Committees 0! 
both Houses, proceeded, in some measure, upon Ncw 
principles, in the system of evidence required to be sud- 
mitted. It was manifest, that if the plan adopted, with 
great propriety, fourteen years ago, when the first pension 
act was passed, were adhered to in all cases arising wicer 
the recent law, but few would be found, whocould cl im 
its benefits. Since that period, death has reduced te 
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number of the revolutionary patriots, and advanced age 
and infirmity have enfeebled the powers of the survivors. 
Direct, positive evidence, therefore, of identity and service 
cinnot be procured in many cases, nor without diflicully 
in scarcely any. In thisstate of things, and where no 
documentary evidence exists, (and this has been preserved 
in but few of the States,) the applicant is allowed to state 
in detail the nature, extent, and duration of his service, 
and all the important facts connected with it, which he 
can recollect. The regulations prescribe the general 
mode in which this declaration must be made, and the 
questions tobe put to the applicant. The proceeding 
must take place befure some court of record, except 1n | 
cases of peculiar infirmity; and the favorable opinion of | 
the court is indispensable to the success of the applica- | 
tion. ‘The declaration must also be corroborated by the 
testimony of respectable individuals, acquainted with the | 
applicant, and bearing evidence to the traditionary belief 
of his revolutionary services in the neighborhood where 
he has resided. , 

It is obvious that the mcr preparation and transmis- | 
sion of these papers ought to entitle the party to the 
relief he seeks, If it did, great frauds would be practised. 
The general form of the proceedings is an important 
auxiliary in the administration of these duties, but it 15 not | 
all; nor is it, indeed, the principal element in the process | 
of investigation. The narrative of the applicant, refer- 
ring to the names of officers; to the numbers and stations | 
of regiments and corps; and to marches, battles, and | 
other historical events, is carefully examined, and com- | 
pared with the records in the department, and with such 
facts, connected with the revolutionary annals, as have 
been collected, during a seriés of many years of constant | 
labor and attention, in the Pension Office. It is believ- | 
ed that this course of investigation and comparison is as 
free trem objection, as any plan which could have been 
adopted; and that a just medium has been preserved be- 
tween that severity of administration, which would have 
rendered nugatory the provisions of the law, and that | 
laxity, which would have opened the Treasury to false | 
and fraudulent claims. 

But the labor of investigation which this course of 
proceeding imposes upon the department, is apparent, 
and it is without remedy. An appropriation is requested, 
in order to increase the number of clerks, as tur as is | 
pradent and compatible with a safe execution of the law. | 
Should this be granted, the whole subject will be dis-| 
posed of with as little delay as possible, agreeably to the 
intentions of the Legislature, and to the expectations of 
the country. 

Very respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 








REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 








Navy Depantrment, December 3, 1832. 
To the President of the United States: 

Sin: It is a source of much gratification to be able to 
lay before you an exposition of the transactions of this de- 
partment the past year, evincing great prosperity. 

New evidences have been furnished of the importance 
of our navy, in sustaining the American character abroad, 
and in extending and protecting some of our most valua 
ble interests. 

Besides the ordinary aid given to commerce, by the 
presence of a respectable force on each of our torcig: 
Stations, the cruising grounds of some of our squadrons 
have been enlarged; convoy, and relief in distress, have 
been occasionally afforded; threatened aggressions have, 
in Some cases, been deterred, and, in others, the comuns 
sion of actual injuries has been seasonably investigated 


and stopped. 
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In the performance of these duties, frequently very dee 
licate and difficult, our officers have, in general, display- 
el commendable prudence, and always their accustomed 
promptitude, zeal, and bravery. 

Connected with the Mediterranean station, the only 
collision that has arisen between any part of our squadron 
and other Powers, took place at Madeira between the 
Constellation and the blockading vessels of Donna Maria. 
The commander of the Constellation, under instructions to 
show entire impartiality towards the contending claimants 
to the throne of Portugal, and at the same time to respect 
in all places the actual Government, found, on his arrival 
at that island, the force employed in its blockade appa- 
rently insufficient for the due investment of the place, and 
partial in its indulgences towards the flags of other na- 
tions, Under these impressions as to the facts, and under 
his general orders for the efficient protection of our com. 
merce, he came to a conclusion, very fortunate for those 
interested in the trade to Madeira, that while sucha state 
of things continued, he was justified in extending assist- 
ance to our merchantmen to enter the port of their des. 
tination with their perishable cargoes. 

The addition to the Mediterranean squadron of the 
frigates Constellation and United States, and the return 
of the Ontario, are the only material changes in it since 
my last annual report. The Delaware has been prepared 
or sea with a view to that station; but it was deemed ex- 
pecient not to despatch her, unless some emergency oc. 


| curred, until she could undergo a thorough examination 


in one of our dry docks. The Brandywine, Boston, and 
Concord, being expected home the present winter, their 
places will, probably, ina few months, be supplied by 
the Delaware. 

The chastisement inflicted by the frigate Potomac on 
the piratical Malays, in February last, is the sole occur- 
rence of importance among our vessels that compose the 
squadron in the Pacific. ‘The orders given to her com- 
mander required him to ascertain, by careful inquiries, 
that the information received here betore his sailing, con- 
cerning the plunder and massacre committed on board 


| the ship Friendship, was not exaggerated. He was fur: 
| ther directed to satisfy himself that those outrages were 


not provoked by any misconduct on the part of the Ame- 
ricans; and that the offenders were, as represented and 
believed to be true, a race of a character so lawless and 
savage as not to come within the scope of diplomatic in- 
tercourse. He was also instructed, if practicable, first to 
demand and obtain indemnity for the injury committed, 
and the punishment of those most conspicuous in these 
barbarous atrocities. It has been gratifying to learn, by 
accounts from that quarter of the world, subsequent to 
the visit of the Potomac to Sumatra, that the result of 
that visit has been to silence all exultation and menaces of 
further violence from those sea-robbers; io draw from 
them acknowledgments of past errors, and promises of 
future forbearance {rom like effences, and to ensure, as 
yet, a scrupulous fulfilment of those promises. But, to 
guard against their perfidy, orders were given that the 
Potomac should be followed by a detachment from the 
Brazilian squadron, part of which d 











tachment has since 
sailed, and has instructions to touch not only at Suma. 
tra, but such places in India, China, and 
coast of Africa, as may be conducive 


on the eastern 
to the security and 
prosperity of our important commercial interests in those 
repiol + 

‘The stop put to the seizure of our vessels at the Falk. 
land Islands, in Ja wary last, was effected by ash p of the 
grazilian squadron, under general instructions ffom this 
lepartment to take all proper measures for the effectual 
security of our commerce and fisheries. 





Special orders 
m tuat subject had been previously prepared and for- 


warded by this department; but they had not farrived at 
the time of the prompt and successful interference by 
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been molested in that quarter since that occurrence. | Java and Cyane, have both been executed as far 
The Boxer, another vessel of the same squadron, after] ticable. The rebuilding of the former has alrea 
visiting Liberia in Africa, has, at acritical moment, ex. | commenced, and contracts have been made for t 
tended our naval protection to the neighborhood of Para | the others. 

aud Maranham, ‘the schooner Enterprise, in the late The collection of live oak frames, and of other 
Cisturbances at Montevideo, was also placed in a position | suitable for other parts of vessels, under the act for 
of much dehcacy, and succeeded in furnishing very op-| gradual improvement of the navy, is in progr 
portune assistance, not only to our own merchants, but to} pidly as the supply of live oak timber from privat 
the constituted autherities of the country. Nothing else | and the ereetion of sheds at the different yards 


of interest, connected with the Brazilian station, has oc-| serve our materials of that character, render judi 


il 


curred since my last annual report. But the unsetiled On the subject of vessels, the department has | 


the Lexington. Our commerce and fisheries have not} chase of timber to rebuild, at some future per 


condition of South America, and the security of our com- | more, of much importance, to remark, except t 
merce in India, have led to the increase of our force on | tion of its earnest desire, expressed in the last an) 
that station, by the addition of the Peacock, Boxer, and | port, for an ay ppreprist ion to build a few steam batt 
Enterprize. Ina “idition to the considerations then urged int 
The West India squadron “ga bec nem ployed in an xe- | early attention to this subject, may properly be s+ 
tive and useful manner; and particularly so while ov the | ed the cireumstances, that much time will be 
coust of Mexico. During the commotions in that coun: | not only to procure their peculiar equipments, b 
try the past season, this squ aren yielded very eflicient | troduce the system of discipline, somewhat nos 
prote ction to our own citizens, and was, on some ocea- | may be necessary for their crews; to € nable our « 
sions, fortunately enabled to pri ff security to the re-} to acquire the new and necessary science suitab 
. 


lents from some other nations. r he recent seizure of | supervision and management of steam batteries, 
+ Montezuma, a vessel belonging to Santa Anna, was | train a distinct class of persons in the service to b 


made by the Grampus without any special instructions | their engineers. It is moreover 


; 
th 
th 
aarertats | 
asceituinen 


from this department; but, on the facts reported to her | batteries can be so constructed as to prove | 
commander, the seizure was deemed by him both neces. | during peace at the principal navy yards, in tow 
sary and proper in the execution of his general orders to | lic vessels towards their destination, at the time 
bated, 


shield our fla g 


, our citizens, and their property, from un- | depariure and return, under all winds and tides 


lawtul ag gressions. A partof this squadron has recently | the frequent and indispensable transportation of 
been deta lL to visit the Western Islands, the Cape de | stores, and provisions. 
necessary, the coast of Africa, in pursuit} The property on hand at the several yards, cons 
vessel which, in September last, robbed the | chiefly of timber, iron, copper, and arms, continues 
chant brig Mexican of a large amount of} crease in amount. The whole now exceeds in va 
near the Azores. This measure, aided by in- | sum of five million five hundred and seventy-nir 
Pinatas the commanders of vessels on their return | sand nine hundred and seventeen dollars. Ladeps 


rom the Mediterranean, and to those now in the West | of what is pre pared for repairs of vessels, we 
indies, as well as to our consuls at Madeira, Lisbon, and | hand the frames of four ships of the line, seven 


Gibraliar, to use all practicable viguance in the detection | four sloops, and three steam batteries; mine hund: 
and punishment of the authors of this wanton outrage, | of iron, four hundred and fifty-eight tons of coy 


} 
i 


will, itis hoped, terminate successtully; and, in any event, | ty-three tous of lead; two thousand two hun 
will tend to prevent any other attempts of ¢ ke cl thity-two cannon and carronades; three th 
ter, from the increased impracticability of escape with im- | hundred and four muskets—about thrice as man 
punity. The only changes in the vessels of this saue l-; and cutlasses; two hundred aod twenty-eight 
ron have becn the withdrawal of the Fairfield, Vincennes, | nine hundred and eighty round and double heack 
and Erie, for repairs, and the substitution of the St. pete non balls, beside grape and Cannister; thirty-fis 
and Vandalia. sand six hundred pounds of powder; one hun 
For reasons suggested in the last annual report, it has/ ninety-eight thousand three hundred and ¢ 
vy endeavor to keep one of our vessels in Commis: | pounds of sulphur, and about double that qua 
: g constantly on so! 1 our own | tr For further particulars under this ! 


ooner Exp after sundry trials ot | may be had to the annexed report. 


ro ed i degree factory, | has been bestowed on the due arrange 


» during the past Scason, lO Most oF Our 0 ull these materials; and ne 
, is sull retained on our Atlantic se board, proper use, and the accountability for t 
> despatch a to such quarter uve wi be introduced into the revised naval r 


nt may show to be most expeilie aring 


all vessels here tof mployed in the Without mueh previous attention 
our live oak, there see: e | quality of these materials, it will never be in 
but one unfortunately fou ul a severe pul ui any future emergency, to develo; 
previous year. The other tw lera b | ploy efficiently, the great naval capac 
| employment would b » beneficial | for annoyance of an enemy, and for 
snses they occasion, fia been re- | commerce, us well as for maritime 
ito be in commission in May last, ana The act of Congress for the § 
edto be sold; and the sage disposition will be | the Lay will expire next March: 
heron her armval at Noriolk. seized to recommend the continuance 
all our vessels now in commission, with their | for the purchase of these materials, : 
cers, is annexed. ‘The vessels not in| valuable purposes, at least six 


| been recently examined by the Navy | materials are gradually collected, 


se in ordinary, as well us ail on | quantitics as to enal ble us, inaddit 
vund to be ina good state of pre- | in commission, forthwith, im any eris 
‘cond.tion in detail, reference may be | that may be in ordinary and on th 
had to the documents annexed. The acts of Congress | tion for active and efficient s 


relative to the rebuilding of the Macedonian, and the pur- | equip suitably such other vessels us our gi 














marine will assist us fully toman, we shall then exercise 
that true foresight and that sound and sagacious economy 
in respect to this branch of the public service, which all 
experience of our own and other nations recommends, and 
which the present flourishing state of our country justi- 
fics. Without any increase of the number of seamen ac- 
tually serving in the navy during peace, every sailor on 
our two thousand miles of seaboard, on our noble rivers 
and yast lakes, can then be c 
training to manthe numerous vessels of war which our 
interests, our rights, and our honor, may at any future 
period require us to arm; and our countless steam vessels 
on the navigable waters connected with some of our fron- 
tiers, could then, in any emergency, be at once supplied 
with the proper munitions of war, and be so far equipped 
is floating matterten that they would furnish new and 
ywerful aid, not only in the rapid transportation of men 
and stores, but in repressing hostile depredations near our 
shores, and in repelling an invading foe. 
Though nominally, as to vessels in commission, only the 
thor sixth n avi al power in the world, and not expend- 
wover one-eighth of the annual amount paid by some 
nations to maintain a naval establishment, yet, 
to thetrue elements of naval power, to our ships in ordi- 
nary and on the stocks, to our materials for building, and 
equipment collected and collecting to our large commer- 
cial marine, whether of merchant vessels or steamboats, 
to our flourishing fisheries, our extended seacoast and 
excellent harbors, to our large number of navigable rivers 
linland sea 
regard to other nations, with few neighbors bordering on 
us by land, and an ocean rolling between us and most of 
ie Governments with whom we are likely to have col- 
lision, it must be manifest that our greatest exposure and 
langer are on the water, and that our means of attack and 
fence there, if duly husbanded and developed, will 
probably always prove equal to sustain us with credit in 
hostilities into which the convulsions: = the world 








5S 


s, and, at the same time, to our position in 








may hereafter plunge our pe aceful confederacy. 
The buildings at the different yards, contemplat ed = 
the estimates of last year, have been commenced; and 
hsums as are wantedto complete tl hem, and to bon gin 
rs necessary for the accommodation of the offic ers, 
the construction and repairs of vessels, and for the safety 
the pt iblic property, are included in the estimates for 

nsuing year 

he appropr n, at the last session, for the survey of 
ransett bay, received immediate eee The 


tvey has bee n com pleted, and the chart is 
When fi shed, it will be submitted, 
of being | ‘id before Congress. 
The liberal appropriations made at the last session in 
lofthe navy hospital fund, have been partly expended: 
l when the buildings are finished and furnished, they 
conduce greatly to the health and comfort of their 
is inmates, and reflect much credit on the hu- 
y and benevolence of the country. 
lopted to obtain, if practicab le, the release of ju- 
tion from the States over the several hospital sites, 
th a view to 


Ow pre} are 





Measures have 





prevent the burden and annoyance of 
id the obstructions to duc discipline in the esta- 


» 
ment 

The navy hospital, navy pension and privateer pension 
funds, since being placed exclusively under the charge of 
s departa a jave all received careful attention; and 
present pros] erous ¢ ondition, esp cially of rz! two 

t, will be Salle the ect of a separate report, to be 
1 to Cong faa few days. The paym cnt ol 
thousand dollars on the third of Mare om 1829, for the 

of the navy hospital at Norfolk, havi g been m: ii 


} 


(Cot the appropriation for pay ea Aires, Beg instead 


iosp.tal fund, and on a deed of conveyance 
ued exceptionable in its form, the special 


cial int rp )sI- 
Vou. IX.—C 
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tion of Congress to arrange the subject was held to be 
proper by my predecessor; and, on that account, the sub- 
ject still remains unadjusted on the books of the Fourth 
Auditor. 

The entire completion of the dry docks has been pre- 
verted by anaccident tothe coffer dam of one of them, 
the prevalence of the cholera in the neighborhood of 
the other, and the extraordinary severity of the weather 
during the last winter. But, it is believed that the soli- 
dity and durability of the a generally, will be in- 
creased by the delay; and that, during the ensuing sea- 
son, we shiall be enabled, with safety “and great advan- 
tage, to use both the dry docks in the examination and 
repair of our public vessels. The report annexed will 
furnish the details on this subject, as well as the other 
proceedings under the act for the gradual improvement 
of the navy. <A civil engineer will be needed in 
the future superintendence of these; and he could other- 
wise be very useful in preparing pians and estimates for 
the erection of the various buildings and other public 
works at the different yards. Any increase in our ex- 
pense by the services of such an officer will be avoided, 
as the estimates of this year omit two of the number of 
naval constructors, whose labors at this time are not re- 
quired. It will be seen by the general estimates for the 
naval service the ensuing year, which are anne xed, (E.) 
r essential change is contemplated as to offi- 
cers, except a ar reduct nm in the number of captains 

id midshipmen, and a small increase in that of masters 
commandant. The number of lieutenants is only appa- 

‘ently lesse ned, as it had been during the year no larg er 
aan the present estimates contemplate; while the ac- 
tual number of midshipmen has been the same as in the 
estimates of former years. The estimates extend this 


| year tothe purciiase of suitable libraries fur the officers 


jin such a floating 


in schooners as well as in larger vessels; and include 
schoolmasters for all the sloops. Until Congress may 
think proper to make provision for educating the young- 
er officers, other than the present course of instruction on 
board the larger vessels, and at two of the yards, with an 
occasional extension of it to another, 


3° 


tional eflor 


earnest and addi- 
s should, in my opimon, be made to convert 
every vessel as large as 100), efficient as 
vossible in bestowing on the midshipmen that elementa- 
y science and literature, as well as that discipline, ne- 
them forthe honorable discharge of the 
higher and more respons ible duties of the service. If, 








a sloop into a sc} cl 


cessary to qualify 


academy, confined to the deck.of a 
ship of war, they may fail to acquire in so great perfec. 
tion some of the appropriate graces of their rank, itisa 
consolation to reflect, that, by furnishing them with im- 
proved means, what they may acquire in theoretic infor- 
mation will be increased in quantity and excellence, will 
be sconer tested by experiment, and thus become more 
strongly inco rporated with he memory and judgment; 
while much less will intervene to tempt them from that 
rigid discipline, and that ardent devotion to the ocean, 
its scenes, its dangers, and glories, which should be in- 
separable from their arduous 
he 
l 


! 
foyee 
i 


and adventurous profession 
estimates for improvements at the different yards 
re pairs of 
those of the preyious year. 


an vessels, are somewhat smaller than 


sut while retrenching, wlhere- 
ver practicable, all unnecessary expenditure, it has been 
to avoid weakening tise efficiency 
toh! i 


nt endeavol 











of naval establishment, either through an i 
considerate impression that it is, as in some older coun- 
ries, already urrived at urity, or overgrown and un 
wieldy; or that, from some other cause, it is not entitled 
to share in tlie gradual progress and improvements 
which the a ing spirit of the age, and the increasing 
power of a great and growing people, seem to require 
trom all our useful P iblic establishments. 

As respects the pecuniary concerns of the navy, gene- 
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rally, it gives me sincere satisfaction to state, that, during | and less necessary. The present ration of provis 
the vear, nota single dollar is known to the department | sued for their sustenance cannot lawfully be change 
to have been misappropriated, or lost by misconduct on | the department alone, but could be altered by Cony: 
the part of any of our agents or other officers. go as to increase its variety, its nutriment, and healt) 
By the changes made under the new arrangement for | qualities. The ingredients recommended in a sp l 
drawing bills of exchange abroad, either on England or | report from this department, at the last session, woul 
this country, as most advantageous, and by the exercise | be no more expensive than those now composing tlic ra- 
of more care in our agents concerning the forms of busi- | tion, and much more acceptable to most seamen. 
ness and the communication of seasonable advices, all Efforts have been made to apportion an equal share of 
our payments abroad have been effected without delay or | the emoluments and hardships of the service to all officers 
sacrifices. No bills of exchange have been protested; | of similarrank and date. Opportunities to test the fit 
the credit of our drafts has become good on every station, | of all in subordinate stations, have been, and will « 
and on the two where most depressed heretofure, they | nue to be, furnished, as fast asthe wants of the saval 
have advanced considerably above par. establishment may permit. It is essential to ils pros; 
By means of the seasonable appropriation of the last | rity, that those officers entirely unfit for duty #!ou 
session of Congress, for the arrearages which had been | placed on half pay, orretire altogether from the servic: 
some years accruing, and by extreme caution since in re: | as their unfitness may have arisen from wounds and 
lation to charges on the enumerated contingent fund, we | firmities which happened in the discharge of duty, 
have as yet been enabled to pay promptly all the de- | from censurable causes. 
mands under that head. No transfer has been made to Strict disciphne among the officers has generally bee 
nid it, in any case, under the temporary act of the Last | attempted, tempered, it is hoped, with all reasons 
session. indulgences. Such discipline hassbeen found n \ 
Should Congress plice the enumerated contingent | more beneficial to the officers themselves, and the high 
fund onthe footing heretofore and now recommended, | reputation of the service, but a most efficient instrun 
and whieh new charges upon it in the present estimates | in the control and reformation of the seamen, who sc! 
render stilk more urgent, and which the experience of | complain of a system of government extended with | 
the last ten years, as shown by repeated bills for arrear- | ness and impartiality to their superiors. 
ages, and by irregular transfers from other appropriations ‘The annexed order has been issued during the year, 
to aid it, proves to be indispensable to meet the usual | with a view to furnish increased incentives to viz)! 
demands upon it in the ordinary contingencies of the | in discipline on board our vessels in commission, a 
service, there is but little doubt that the present desira | an additional means of obtaining more accurate inforn 
ble state of our moneyed accounts will long continue. tion on the peculiar merits of officers in command, w! 
There is now on hand unexpended, of previous na- | modesty will generally allow only the report of 
val appropriations, about a million anda half of dollars, | good works, through the inspection of others, to recom. 
but probably most of this sum will be requisite to adjus | mend them. 
outstanding claims, and complete the specific objects tor | No appropriation was made the last session of C 
which some of the appropriations were made. gress for the suppression of the slave trade ; but th 
On one subject, connected with our pecuniary matters, | partment has been able to meet all the demands 
and which has heretofore excited some sensibility, both | ing out of that subject, by the balances on hand trom 
in and out of Congress, from other considerations us well | former years, as may be seen in the annexed statem 
xs economy, it affords me gratification to add, that our'| In consequence of a supposed piracy on the coast 
public vessels have returned so seasonably during the | Africa, the Boxer visited Liberia in April last. 1 
year, that no expense whatever has been incurred in the | port of ber commander is annexed. As Congress | 
transportation, from foreign countries, of seamen whose | not, at their last session, make any provision in re; 
term of service had been allowed to expire abroad. to the public property there, the department has cee! 
In respect to the preservation of live oak, the depart- | ed it expecient to sell such of it as was perishab! 
ment, as before suggested, has not deemed it proper to | decaying, and to direct a careful examination, by 
emyloy any longer the small vessels engaged in that ser- | agent resident in that country, and an expression ot 
vice. In two of the seven districts, the general exami-| opinion asto the future disposition of the resid 
nations having been completed, it has been considered | may be proper to have, this year, at least a moiety oi t 
not advisable to retain the agents in them at a large ex- | last appropriation of ten thousand dollars made, so as to 
penditure, merely for the preservation of the timber. | enable the Government to meet any contingent cals 
It is expected that the examinations of three of the re- | which may happen in the further suppression of Wiis 
maining districts will be finished during the present win- | human trade. 
ter; and of the other two, in the course of the ensuing | ‘The rules and regulations for the administration o! 
yeur. The general results from these examinations, and | civil branch of this department, mentioned in t 
my opinion in detail on the plan most eligible to be pur- | annual report, have been collected, arrang: d, au 
sucd hereafter on this interesting subject, will soon be | ed. From their subsequent distribution among 
presented to Congress in a special report, prepared in | val and civil officers connected with the service, 
conformity to arequest contained in a resolution of the | benefits anticipated to the re lief of the departine 
House of Representatives passed at the last session. 


rete 


ee aka 





the officers, from much unnecessary corresponden 
Our seamen have, in general, evinced a strong and | many unpleasant decisions, have been fully re: 
increasing attachment to the service. Great care has, | ‘he code of regulations for the naval branch is u 
with success, been taken to prevent their times of en- | going revision and enlargement, under a resolution | 
listment from expiring abroad. No occasion has arisen | ed by Congress at its last session, and will be submit 
to open the rendezvous at home, for some months. When- | for approbation when completed. ; 
ever opened during the year, an ample supply of men] A list of the deaths, dismissions, and resignations, te 
has been readily obtained. ‘The habits of our seamen | past year, is annexed. 
are improving in respect to temperance. In most of | The condition of the marine corps, as to its org’ 
our ships they have generally enjoyed exceilent health, | tion and size, as well as the allowances to its officers, * 
and the visitations among them of that alarmi g scourge, | the ruinous state of some of its barracks, have | 
the Asiatic cholera, have been neither frequent nor se- | 


ina amd oie 


} 


tofore attracted the attention of this department 
vere. Corporal punishment has become less common | Congress. But, except the small ap) ropriation 
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build the niceties at Philadelphia, and which is now in 
a course of expenditure, legislation has not been com 
pleted, though very desirable, on these subjects, so in- 
teresting to the corps, and so intimately connected, in | 
my opinion, with its future services and usefulness. 
To avoid unnecessary repetition, and what might per- 
haps be deemed indecorous importunity, several other 
subjects intimately connected with the welfare of our na- 
yal establishment, are left to the decision of the proper 
authorities, on the suggestions and considerstions hereto- | 
fore submitted by this department. Full confidence is 
cherished that they will receive all that attention which 
the acknowledged importance of many of them deserves, 
and that nothing exists in the present state of the esta- 
blishment, or of the country, which should prevent the 
continuance of all that liberality towards the navy, which 
it has so often experienced, as well as merited, both from 
the Government and the public. 
Yours, respectfully, 
LEVL WOODBURY 


REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, 





Genenat Post Orrice DePaRrTMENT, 
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Miles. 


“Miles. 
Maryland, 1,953 | Mississippi, 2,074 
| Michigan, 940 | Alabama, 5,430 
Ohio, 8,060 | Tennessee, 5,478 
Kentucky, 5,629 | Arkanses, 1,939 
Virginia, 9,542 {| Missour, 1,522 
North Carolina, 6,465 | IMlinors, 3,276 
South Carolina, 3,948 Indiana, 4,445 
Georgia, 4,171 | 
Florida, 731 | Making together, as 
Louisiana, 1,076 | above, 104,467 





Over these roads, the annual transportation of the 


| mail was, on the Ist of July, 1852: 





| | 
In | On horse- 
States. In stages. | steam-|backundin| Total. 

















November 30, 1832 
1» the President of the United States: 

Sin: The following report of the transactions of this de- 
partment, with its progress and prospects, is respectfully 
submitted. 

Experiesce has demonstrated the fact, that such im- 
provements as facilitate intercourse by travelling, and at 
the same time increase the expedition and frequency of 
mails on the great leading routes, while they strengthen 
the bands of friendship, and promote both the moral and 
pecuniary interests of the country, bring an increase of 
reveaue to the department, more than equivalent to the 
increase of expenditure which they occasion. But the ex- 
pense for transportation must be incurred before the re- 
venue can be realized. Ihave therefore, within the year 
ending the first of July last, given an increase to the trans- 
portation and celerity of the mails, far beyond that of any 
former year. Anticipating the law of the last session of 
Congress for the establishment of a greater number of new 
post routes than was ever before established in one year, 
it was deemed expedient, preparatory to meeting their 
expense, to make great improvements on such routes,and 
to confine them principally to such routes as would tend, 
in a still greater degree, to enhance the revenues of the 
department, and in time to render that increase available 
to the expenses of the new routes which might be esta- 
The progress of mail transportation is as follows: 


blished, 


The annual transportation of the mail was, 

On the Ist July, 1829, 13,700 000 miles, 
« Ist July, 1839, 14,500,000 
“1st July, 1831, 15,468,692 * 
Can July, 1832, 23,625,021 * 

The increase of the annual transportation of the mail 
From July 1, 1829, to July 1, 1850, 800,000 miles. 
‘© July 1, 1830, to July 1,1851, 968,692 *§ 

“ July 1, 1831, to July 1, 1852, 8,156,529 *§ 
The length of post roadsin the 
the first of July last, 


4! 


United States was, on 
exclusive of those established by 
> law of the last session of Congress, 104,467 miles, 


Miles. Miles. 
Maine, 5,179 | Connecticu’, 2,560 
New Hampshire, 2,270 | New York, 12,306 
vermont, 2 Sia | New Jersey, 1,883 
Massachusetts, 4,657 Pennsylvania, 9,785 
Rhode Island, 448 Delaware, 424 





| boats. | sulkies. 

| 
Miles. | Miks.| Miles. Miles. 

| In Maine, 527,017} 3,528} 211,068} 741,413 
N. Hamp. 524.352) — | 96,7741 621.126 
Vermont, 596,538 a 82,160 678,698 
Massachu’s,| 1,387,780) 23,712} 137,958! 1,549,445 
R. Island, 108,212, — | 13,572) 121,784 
| Conn. 507,075) — 154,416, 661,491 
N. York 2,889,124) 96,735] 681,495} 3,667,354 


N. ious Ys 
Pennsyl’a, 


494,482) 
2,351,184! 


96,368) 
600,891) 


590,850 
2,942,075 


11 | 


Delaware, 92,674 11,024; 103,698 

579,448) 58,380; 151,588, 789,416 
Michigan, 108,156, — 45,912 152,048 
Ohio, 1,181,909 ,150 510,926, 1,739,985 
Kent ucky, 575,604 ,000 510,496 1,151,100 


1,136,250 
786,775 


Virginia, 
N. Carolina 


706,782, 1,931,532 
$86,308} 1,188,371 


OO 
Gr coor N 
ev 


@ oO 


w 
oO 
Qo 
co 
> 
© ox 
1D a npnicitperieenetilllltieenttl ceipenieistieanetteat ane 


‘to 
oc 


j 
| 
Maryland, | 
| 


Indiana, 391,666 


608,934 


902,977 23, 625,02 1 


S. Carolina, 615,882; — 24 16 064 4 859,946 
Georgia, 282,598 —_ 374, 236 636,834 
Florida, | 14,560} — 48,808 63,368 
Louisiana, | 45 516) 3,848 121,212 173,576 
Mississippi, | 78,002} — 211,496, 289,498 
Alabama, | 412,090 5 255,580 764,030 
‘Tennessee,| 449,445) — 365,144 895,589 
Arkansas, _ - 193,076) 193,076 
Missouri, | 79,508; — 116,792! 196,300 
Illinois, | 21 0, 314 183,170 393,484 
Sa Md 


196, 268) 21,000} 











Total, 16,222,743 499, 301) 6, 








The increase of transportation within the year end. 
ing July 1, 1832, has been, 

In stages and steamboats, 5,993,696 miles. 

On horseback and in sulkies, 2,162,633 
8,156,329 
Equal to more than half of the whole annual transporte- 
tion in the United States, in 1829, 

Among the improvemen‘s made in the tr anspertation 
of the mail, from July 1, 1831, to June 30, 1832, are the 
following: 

‘The mail between the Atlantic States and New Orleans, 
till November last, was transported but three times a 


Making together, as above, 





week. New Orleans being the mart for all the Western 
States, and the principal medium of mercantile inter- 
|} course between them and the commercial cities on the 
| seaboard, the increase of mail facilities on the great mail 





oute to New Orleans was a subject of deep interest both 
|} to the agricultural and commercial con munit ies of more 
than half the Union. The whole of this line was, there 
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fore, from December last, improved into a daily line of| A line of post coaches, three times a week, 
four-horse coaches and steamboats, for the distance of | established between Columbia, Ten., and Huntsville, A] 


637 miles, between Macon, Georgia, (where the daily 
line formerly ended,) and the city of New Orleans; and 
with such increased expedition, that the mail is now trans- 
ported from New Orleans to Washington city in eleven 
days and fourteen hours; to Baltimore in eleven days and 
twenty-one hours; to Philadelphia, during the steamboat 
navigation, in twelve days and nine hours; and to New 
York in thirteen days. 

The mails which were formerly transpurted but three 
timesa weck between Augusta, Georgia, and Savannah, 
119 miles, and from Augusta to Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, 144 miles, have both been improved into daily 
routes, in four-horse post coaches, extending the same 
alvantages to those cities which were enjoyed by others 
in their intercourse with New Orleans, and with the flou- | 
rishing mercantile towns through the cefitre of Georgia. 

The routes from Columbia and from Camden, South 
Carolina, to Charleston, have been increased from tri- 
weckly to daily lines of post coaches. 

A line of mail stages has been established from the | 
mouth of St. John’s river to St. Augustine, by means of 
which the communication by stages is extended from the 
Northern States along the borders of the ocean, to St. 
Augustine. This is the first stage route established in 
East Florida. 

The route from Norfolk, Virginia, by Edenton, North 
Carolina, Newbern, Wilmington, and Smithville, to 
Georgetown, South Carolina, has been improved into a 
tri-weekly line of four-horse post coaches, connecting 
with the steamboat mail between Baltimore and Norfolk, 
and such expedition given to the whole, that the mail on 
that line is carried to Charleston, South Carolina, in 
steamboats and post coaches, from Philadelphia to Nor- 
folk, 300 miles, in twenty-eight hours; to Edenton, 378 
miles, in forty-two hours; to Newbern, 470 miles, in fifty- 
eight hours; to Wilmington, 568 miles, in eighty hours; 
and to Charleston, 766 miles, in five days and two hours. 

The route from Salem, North Carolina, to Shown’s 
cross roads, Tennessee, and thence to Knoxville, 252 
miles, has been increased from once to twice a week, in 
post coaches, perfecting a line of coaches from Norfolk, 
Virginia, and from Raleigh and Fayetteville, North Ca- 
rolina, to Knoxville and Nashville, ‘Tennessee. 

The route from Bean’s Station, Ten., to Lexington and 
Frankfort, Ky., has been improved from a semi to a tri- 





| less than was ever occupied before. 


weekly line of post coaches ; and a line of post coaches 


has been established from Salem, N. C. to Wythe Court- 
house. These two improvements, together, perfect a tri- 


weekly line of post coaches from the southern part of | 


Virginia, and from the Carolinas, to the seat of Govern- 
ment in Kentucky, and into all the Northwestern States. 

The routes from Fredericksburg and from Richmond, 
Va, by Charlottesville and Louisburgh to Guyandotte, 
have been improved from a tri-weekly to 
post coaches, and, in connexion with it, a daily line of 
steamboat mails has been established from Guyandotte, 
in Virginia, by Cincinnati, Obio, to Louisville, in Ken- 
tucky. A tri-weekly line of post coaches has alsé been 
established from Guyandotte, Va., by Catlettsburgh, Ky., 
and Mountsterling, to Lexington. 

The route between Louisville, Ky-, and Nashville, 
Ten., has been improved from a tri-weekly to a daily line 
of four-horse post coaches, and so expedited run 
through, 174 miles, in less than two days; and the tri- 
weekly route between Cincinnati, Ohio, and Georgetown, | 
Ky., has in like manner been changed into a daily route. 
The two improvements perfect the daily mail communi- 
cation in post coaches between the seats of Government 
in Ohic, Kentucky, and Tennessee, by way of the com- 
mercial towns Of Cincinnati and Louisville. 


a daily line of | 


| July 1, 1831, and ending June 30, 1 
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has bx 


n 
which completes the intercourse in coaches from the s t 
of Government in Alabama, to Nashville, Ten., and to the 
States north of Tennessee. 

Tri-weekly mail coaches have been established from 
Frankfort, Ky., and from Cincinnati and Columbus, jn 
Ohio, to Indianapolis, the seat of Government, in India: 

The route from Lower Sandusky, in Ohio, to Det; 
in Michigan, 102 miles, has been increased from t! 
times a week to a daily lite of four-horse post coa 
and so expedited as to run through in a little more {| 
one day. 

The whole line from Washington city and from p 
more, via Wheeling, Va., to Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
Maysville, Frankfort, and Louisville, Ky., has been so 
pedited as to run from Washington and from Baltim 
to Wheeling, in two days; and to Frankfort in five 
making the time to Cincinnati and to Frankfort two 
The mail may 
be transported, during the summer arrangement, 
Washington city and from Baltimore to Wheeling, 
miles, in two days; to Cincinnati, 520 miles, in four 
to Louisville, Ky., in five days; and to Nashville, T 
seven days. From Philadelphia to the same places, 
twelve hours more are occupied. The winter arra 
ment will require two days more for the whole distan 

The mails been Philadelphia and Pittsburg have 
so expedited as to run through in fifty-six hours. 
mail is now transported from Washington city 
Baltimore, via Pittsburg, Pa., Cleaveland an 
Sandusky, Ohio, to Detroit, in Michigan, by daily li 
four-horse post coaches, in six days and fourteen |i 
and from Philadelphia in seven days; being three d 
less than the time formerly occupied. 

A line of four-horse post coaches has been establis! 
from Detroit, to run three times a week across the ‘I 
ritory of Michigan, 195 miles, to the town of Niles, 
the river St. Joseph, and to rua through in less than thr 
days. 

The whole route has been improved into a daily | 
post coaches from Washington city and Baltimo 
York, Pa. Harrisburg, Northumberland, Williams 
and Bath, N. Y., to Buffalo, on Lake Erie, and s 
pedited as to run through in five days. 

Many other improvements have been made, 
other sections of the country, of considerable mag 
especially in expediting and perfecting the mail 
course between the United States and the British 
vinces upon our borders. 

These improvements, which have considerably enh 
ed the expenses of the department, have alr 
duced an increase of revenue that begins to be 
felt; and promise, within a short time, more than a 1 
neration for all their cost. Though improven 
ways incur an expense before the revenues wh 
yield can be realized, yet with all the increas 
facilities during the year ending the SOth of June, | 
the revenues of the department have, within a ver) 


n 


a 
d 
ly 


} 
i 


ly] 


C 


| considerable sum, equalled its expenses. 


The revenue of the department, comprisin; 
amount of postages accruing within the year 
eo 


oO 


v~) 
$ 2,2 
The expenditures of the department 
within the same period, were, 
For compensation to 
postmasters 
For transportation 
the mail 
For incidental expenses 


» 
of 


715,48 


1 68 


1,482,507 2 


68,111 











From which deduct the above sum of - 
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Making an excess of ex- 
penditure beyond the 
revenue for the year, of 7,530 18 

Within the same period 
there was paid into the | 
Treasury of the United 
States, by irregular de- 
posites, the sum of = - 71 31 

Making, together, a re- 
luction of the funds of 
the department, of = - 7,601 49 

The surplus func available to the depart- 
ment on the Ist of July, 1831, assuming 
that the whole amount of postage ac- 
cruing from July 1, 1828, had been 
collected, was estimated tobe - - 


210,412 89 
7,501 49 |} 
And the surplus available fund was, on 
the Ist July, 1832 —- - - - 
The revenue of the department was, 
For the year ending— 
June 30, 1829 
June 30, 1830 1,850,585 10 
June 30, 183 1,997,711 55 
June 30, 1832 2,258,570 17 
The increase of postage over that of the preceding year 
was, 
For the year ending— 
June 30, 1829 
June 30, 1850 
June 30, 1851 
June 30, 1832 


202,811 40 


$1,707,418 42 


$ 108,540 46 
143,164 68 
147,228 44 


IAN TAS ‘? 
260,755 65 


Being a greater increase for the year ending June 30, 


1852, b 
ing year. 

This may be attributed, principally, to the improve- 
ments in mail facilities; and che increase for the current 
year may be safely estimated at a still greater amount. 
rhe contracts for the eastern section of the United 
States, comprising New York and the New England 
States, all expire on the 31st of December next, and have 
just been renewed, together with new contracts for 
transporting the mails on the routes established by law 
of the last session of Congress. 

The annual amount paid for transporting 

the mail in that section, under the old 

contracts, is — - - - —- $ 328,945 92 
The annual amount which will be re quir- 

ed under the new contracts in that sec- 

tion, including all the old routes, with 

many important improvements, also 

for 142 new mail reutes established in 

that section by the law of last session, 


M< 


$113,530 19, than accrued during any preced- 


is = - —_ = - - - 


Making an increase of expenditure in that 
ection of - - - - - 
The contracts have also been made for 
the new routes established by the law 
of last session in the other sections, 
amounting to 13,111 miles of new post 
298 new routes, for the an- 
nual sum of — ~ ~ ~ 





roads on 


—  — 


Requiring together an annual increase of 


expenditure of ~ - 164,156 02 
These contracts will go into operation on 

the Ist of January next; and within the 

year which will terminate onthe S0th 

June, 1833, one-half the above increase 

will be incurred, amounting to - 82,078 O1 


71,945 75 | 
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At a reasonable estimate of the progressive increase of 
revenue from postage, there will be more than a suffi- 
ciency to meet this sum. 

The increase of postages for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1832, was, as above stated, $260,758 63 above 
those of the preceding year; but, in an increase of post- 
ages, there is a corresponding increase of commissions 
for compensation to postmasters. 

After deducting these commissions, the remainder, con- 
stituting the nef proceeds of postages, is applicable to 
the payments for transportation of the mails, and for the 
incidental expenses of the department. ‘The nefé pro- 
ceeds of postages for the year ending June 30, 1852, ex- 
ceeded those of the preceding year $180,505 43. Ifthe 


| ratio of increase in the nefé proceeds of postages for the 


year which will end on the 30th June, 1853, shall only 
equal that of the year ending June 30, 1832, it will 
amount to the sum of $196,823 06 above that of the last 


| year, which will exceed the additional amount required 


for transportation by more than a hundred thousand dol- 
lars, provided no further improvements shall be made, 
without estimating any» thing for postages that may arise 
on the new routes. Buta greater ratio of increase of the 
net amount of revenue may be fairly calculated upon 
from the very extensive improvements which have been 
made; and the accounts of postmasters for the quarter 
ending on the Ist of October last, so far as they have 
been examined, exhibit an increase of neff proceeds of 
postages at the rate of $260,000 a year above those of 
the vear ending on the 30th of June, 1832. 

There were in the United States on the Ist of July, 
1831, 8,686 post offices. The number on the 30th of 
June, 1832, was increased to 9,205. The constant sus 
pervision of that number of postmasters, correcting 
abuses, enforcing the strict observance of the laws and 
instructions, and, above all, requiring of each to account 
faithfully and promptly for all the postages received, are 
essentially necessary to all the other operations of the 
department; and while the present system is strictly ad- 
hered to in the order of the transactions of the depart- 
ment, it is confidently believed that its operations will be 
attended with harmony and success. 

I have the honor to be, with hi 
ent servant, 








—_ 1: 
gh regard, your obedi- 


WILLIAM T. BARRY, 
Postmaster General. 


REPORT FROM THE MAJOR GENERAL OF THE 
ARMY. 


Heap QuantrEns or THE ARMY, 
1 a 


Washington, November, 1832. 
Sir: I present, herewith, in conformity with your in- 
structions of the 2d of August, the following returns of 
the army, and statements connected with the military ser- 
vice for the it year. ; 
Ist. A statement showing the organization of the army, 
marked A. 
1. A return of the actual state of the army, mark- 








presen 


ed B. 
Sd. A return exhibiting the strength « 
! . 1 
Department, designatin r the | Ss and 
| 





>» «ef Yr 1 
posts and 
¢ f number of 

listed in the army from the Ist of January 
| September, 1832, marked FE. 
| 6th. An estimate of the funds required for the recruit- 
| ing service for the year 1833, marked ¥. 
} 7th. Anestimate of the contingené expenses of the 
| Head Quarters of the army, including those of the 
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office of the Adjutant General, for thé year 1833, mark- | rection, General Atkinson detached one brigade into that 
ed G. country; and, with the remaining force under his c 
In the month of March last, intelligence was received | mand, consisting of four hundred and fifty regulars, a: 
that the Menomonies, exasperated by a wanton and un- | about two thousand mounted volunteers, moved in t 
provoked attack and murder committed by the Sacs and | direction of the Four Lakes, in pursuit of the main body 
Foxes on an unarmed party of their tribe, near the Prai- | the Indians, which was then understood fo be encam 
rie du Chien, in the month of August previous, meditated | in a strong position in the swamps, about ten miles al 
a descent on those tribes, with the intention of taking | Lake Goush-we-hawn. General Atkinson halted h ' 
revenge for that outrage. Apprehending that this move- | on White Water creek for the purpose of ascertaining t! 
ment would lead to a general war among the Indians on | exact position of the Indians. Afler being frustrat 
the Northwestern frontiers, General Atkinson was direct- | his attempts to discover them, he was obliged to disp 
ed to proceed to Rock ‘stand, with the effectual force | his mounted volunteers, on account of the low state of 
at Jeffer- barracks, and demand of the Sacs and Foxes | supplies intended for their subsistence. One port 
the surrender of the persons conce rned in the murder of | under General Henry, was sent to Hamilton’s, a cists 
the Menomonies; at the same time to station troops to be | of forty-five miles; and another, under General D 
drawn from the posts on the Upper Mississippi, and from | to Fort Winnebago, a distance of thirty-five miles--ty 
Fort Winnebago, at points on the Mississippi from which nts where provisions were expected to be in de; 
they might intercept the Menomonics in their contem- Having re ceived the supply of provisions, Generals ti 
plated descent, turn them back, and inform them that | and Dodge returned te the swamp on the west s 
the Government had determined to see that justice should | Rock river, with a view of obtaining some inforn 
be done. While these measu a were in progress, a| concerning the enemy. At the same time, Gener 
large party of Sacsand Foxes under Black Hawk, among | kinson, w:th the regular troops, and General Alexa: 
whom were those concerned in the attack and mut ler | brigade of mounted volunteers, -moved up on t 
of the Menomonies, crossed the Mississippi at the Ye tow side of the swamp, with the same intention. 
Banks, and, uniting with the Prophet’s band of Winne-| Hawk, finding himself likely to be pressed on all 
bagoes, in all about 800 or 1000 strong, took a position | and being no longer able to supply himself with 
on Rock river, and assumed an attitude of defiance. Un-| means of ” subsi istence, broke up his camp, and n 
der these circumstances, it was not in the power of the | towards the Mississippi. The volunteers under Ge 





as demanded, although they had expressed a willingness 
soto de. Thus situated, General Atkinson did not con- 
ceive that the force under his command was suflicient to 
justify him in attacking the hostile party, lest an unsuc- 
cessful attempt should add to their numbers the waiver 
ing and disaffected, and especiaily as they had not, as 
yet, committed any act of hostility, although they evinced | ed forty miles on the day of the action, exposed 

a desire to make war upon the whites. rain for more than six hours, and their arms being 

The people settled on the frontiers of a alarmed | and out of order, were not in a condition to conti 

at the appearance of so large a b ind of Indians in their Ee that night. The next morning they found 
immediate vicinity, wit cations of no friendly feel- | the Indians had crossed the river in bark canves 

ngs, fled from their farms into the interior of the State. | the y had,on the emergency of the occasion, prepare 
The Governor of the State ordered out, in haste, and for | loss on the part of the volunteers was one kill 
no definite period, a brigade of militia, to assemble on | seven wounded; that of the Indians, it was fou 

Rock river. | wards, amounted to sixty-eight killed, together 

These troops, after a march across the country to Otto- | large number wounded. 

wa, in quest of the Indians, became anxious for their dis The moment General Atkinson was informed that 
harg which the Governor granted, retaining of thore| volunteers were on the trail of the enemy, he m 

who were discharged, and volunteered for a further term | in pursuit, and arrived at the Blue Moun 

of twenty days, enough to form six companies. In the | Ouisconsin, where he was joined, on the evening of 
mean time, however, instructions were sent to General | 23: i of July, by the volunteers under Generais Dodg 
Atkinson, authorizing him to call on the Governor of Illi- | He ny, who had retired to that place for a supply of | 
nois for such a militia force as would, with the regular | vi s. The army being refreshed and provisioned, 4 
troops under his command, enable him toact efficiently. | s¢ lect body, consisting of four hundred regulars, 
Accord ly, three thousand mounted volunteers were | Colonel Taylor, of the first regiment of infantry, 
ordered into the field by the Governor, on a requisition | detachments of Generals Henry, Dodge, Pos 

of General Atkinson, and assembled at Fort Deposit, near | Alexander’s mounted volunteers, amounting in 
Ottawa, about the 18th of June, where e they were organiz- | thirteen hundred men, crossed the Quisconsin « 


} 
ead. 


it, and came up with him on the 2istof July, on tl 
bank of the QOuisconsin, about twenty miles below | 
Winnebago, where an engagement ensued, which | 
until 7 o’clock in the afternoon, during which the | 
found means to convey, across the Ousconsin, their t 
combatants and baggage. The volunteers having mar 


> 


| 

, ; 
riendly Sac and Fox Indians to surrender the murdere =| Dodgeand Henry, discovering the enemy’s trail, purs 

| 


‘Towards the latter part of that month, the c: ig 27th and 28'h of July, under General Ackinson, ¢ 

was opened with these troops, and about four hundred | the trail of the enemy, and pursued it by forced ma 
evulars, then at Dixow’s ferry, on Rock river. Black | through a broken and difficult country, until th 

i wk, findi g himself unable to cope wi oO large al] ing of the 2d of August, when they came up w 

force, retired into the swamps and fastnesse: rit main body, on the left bank of the Mississippi, oppes 

out, at the same time, partics of active warriors to pick | the mouth ofthe Ioway; which they attacke l, defeat 

up stragglers, and to attack defenceless settlements. and dispersed, with a loss, on the part of the Indians, 

this manner, he snnoyedthe people residing in that part} upwards of one hundred and fifty men kill Hed. Many 


of Michigan called the Mining District, and murdered a] were slain in altempting to eross the riy oth 
number of our citizens, men, er en at Idren. The] caped in that direction, while the iaineadie, 
people ifferent directions in the exposed country,| whom was Black Hawk, fled into the inte: 
fortified the Ives, anc y oce nal sallies, inflicted | Winnebago country. Our loss in this engag 


punishment on these ruthiess sas - Wit w to] comparatively small, being only five reg 
he exposed settlements in the counties of J .- | four wounded: of the volunteers, twa office 
illinois, and loway, in Michigan, and to inter-] teen privates wounded. 
Indians should they altempt to cross in that di- On information being received by General Atkins 
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thatthe Indians had quitted the swamp in the neighbor - | whe | ied that G 1 Atk n, with hisa i 
od of the Four Lakes, and marched t ywards the Mis- | was at Lake Goosh-we-hawn, al eighty miles distant 
ssippi, he despatched instructions to the commanding | I H e the G il found himself in a most perplexing pre- 
ficer of Prairie du Chien, to take measures to interc: pt t nent: only a part of his troops had arrived, and they 
them, should they attempt to descend the Ouisconsin, or | dreadfully afflicted with the cholera. The remainder, 


cross the Mississippi. - In consequence of these instruc- 
tions, a guard and an armed flat were stationed on the 
QOuisconsin, about twenty- five miles from its junction 
with the Mississippi; by which means a number of those 
who escaped from the engagement on the Ouisconsin 
were killed or captured. A steamboat in the employ of 
the Quartermaster’s Department, armed with a fielc 
piece,and manned with about twenty men,was despatch- 
ed up the Mississippi, to watch the motions of the In- 
and, on the Ist of August, discovered a large boly 
of them on the left bank, making preparations to cross 
that river. Th ye is at first attempted to deceive 

ir parly by de claring themselves to be Winnebagoes, 
ind displaying white flags, at the same time inviting 
them toland. But the officer in command being aware 
of their intentions, fred upon them, and killed twenty- 
five of their number. ‘The fire was smartly returned by 
the Indians, but without effect. 71 














ls circumstance for- 





| to more, and proceeded himself t 


tunately checked the Indians in their attempt to cross | 


the river, and led to the action of the 2d of August. 
ihe enemy being thus cut up and dispersed, General 
Atkinson conceived it unnecessary to pursue him further. 
He therefore fell down with his force to Prairie du Chien; 
from which place were Cespatched, on both sides of the 
Mississippi, parties of friendly Indians, to follow the fu- 
gitives, and bring them in; and it is believed that not an 
individual composing the band of Black Hawk has escap- 

ed being either killed or ca ptured. 

From the information which had been received at the 
seat of Government of the state of things on the frontier, 
h the desire of putting a speedy termination to the 
war, without calling for any additional militia force, or- 
ders were given, on the 16th of June, for all the force 
d from the seat 
the Lower Missi ined. to repair at once to the 
tion; and Major General Scott was cirected t 
eral conduct ot the war. Under this « 
companies O f artille ry; equip] ved as infantry 
Forts Monroe and McHenry, and from the 
York, witha det ( 


= 


could be spa yoard, the lakes, and 














ro harbor of New 


chment of two hundred and eight re 





ts mi tt last menti« 











ioned place, and ni yAnIES 

of infantry fron sts on the lakes, ame in all, 
to upwards ¢ jusand men, took uy march 
for Chicago, near the head of Luke Michiga pom 
of rendezvous. Besides this force, two companies of in 
fautry from Baton Rouge, Lou siana, proceeded, by the way 
ithe Missssippt, to the head quarters of Gen. Atkinson 
From the promptness with which this movement was 


gun, and the rapidity with which it was conducted 
sonudl hi pes were entertained ths 

ees a 
vould be but of short duratio n, and the hos He Indian 
letely subdued. Unfortunately, ] 
ut this time 


States from Canada, and infeeted our 


1 Was just 


troops while on 





wd the steamboats, in their passage up the lakes; and 
\ was the rapidity with which this disease ad 
mong them, that in a few days the whole of the for 
5 »y the lakes was rendered incapable of taking the 
i Some were landed at Fort Grati {, O hers wer 
stopped at Detroit, while the principal part reache 1 Chi- 
Cayo in a most deplorable condition. Of the SIX COMP: 


nies OF artillery which Icft Fort Monroe, five companies 





5 





ved at Chicago. a distance of eig hundred miles, 
short space of eighteen days—a ray 


mat the campaign | 


iowever, the clhio- | 
naking its way into the United 





cause of 
Atkinson 
but dared not 


which he daily expected, without knowing the 
heir delay, did not appear. He made General 
acquainted with his arrival and ord 
approach him with troops infected with a disorder that 
might, by bei: 6 | communicated to the army in the field, 
render the force of General Atkinson, like his own, unfit 
the war, and thereby d the very object 
ishment of which he had come. Under 
this painf ull 3 anxiety, General Scott 
kinson to 

him, professing, at the same time, the greatest confiden 


in his : 





to prosecute 





for the ee 





ue his operations 


bility to b ing the wartoa successful issue, if the 
means at lis disposal would enable him to do so. Gen. 
Scott, however, after awaiting a reasonabl 


finding it possible 


e time, and not 


to bring his troops into the field, I ft 
Eustis it command of them, with ordet 
the direction of the enemy as soon as it would be pruden 





it Gen. A ki iSONn. 


At Galena, he received intelligence of the decisive ac- 











it mn Of the 2d August. He tl led to Prairie 
du Chie id, having mace Ssary arrange. 
manta th ringing the Indians w ymmenced thi 
var, within his power, he retired land, to enter 
nto negotiations with those o 1 Fox Indians 
who took no paft in the war, anc cs interested 
lin the settlement of a peace. ‘ ie troops under Colonel 
| Eustis, in the mean time, marched across the country to 
Rock river, and were useful in making th cessary ar- 
rangementsto give effect to the meeting Indians. 
Impressed with the folly of opposing the Government, 
and convinced of the impropriety of the conduct of those 
who were the aggressors, the several tribes yielded to an 
i mmodation at once beneficial to t nsels 5, aNd Salise- 
FAC ¥, stobe h ped, to { Un Siutes. Diack 
Hawk and a number of clicfs arehel 5 { s under 
ne treaty ne rest of Lhe prisoners were tot! i 
resp vet es 
tr war bei concluded, the volunteers w lise 
h ed, and th \ il detachn S fi lar t 3 
were ordered to their 1 pectis q t ay oe { ) 
s of t ith regiment of | » Which remain 
to ¢ rms Fort G 4 n Lak J ° 
tt cory im lrat , aut! | { t of 
Con + of t 15th June, 1 , las bee l, but not 
in tin to part ke of the campaign against t I ‘ 
Mh ofthe companies have C ito Fort Gib- 
son, » Tanre the uthwestern fr » ~ the In s 
of th terior have been restless for s lime, a 5. 
1 1 to quarrel with those who lav I t c 
One ¢ v has npanied the iavan PSA | ° 
as 1 ¢ rt, ana twocom ! Sy er ranging f le 
t sot Mich an and Hi iS, liav lers to retire > 
juart s f t! winter, wh cy ye In ip i 
lo a on tl > if tiets, is CitTCu iO l que 
tile rca led rut Oo! hy 
On 1 q tion of the Gory N Carolina, 
two cumpa fFihe Qa i tls 
ed from the h Cia SO i - . 
hist ( in i . a ( ‘ inthe 
} } \ f ; \ le 
is not vet x » to se 
| » who | ’ ted | fF 
, ¢ ’ i \ 3 Liiese 


ree 


+t rages 
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sent the army in this favorable light, I am outhipe Hed, by In the 2d quarter of 1832, 13,1 169 56 
a sense of duty, to make it known to you, that the requi- In the Sd quarter of 1832, so 
sitions for officers, for the performance of various duties far as accounts have been 
not connected with regimental affairs, are so numerous, received, 
that it is seldom as many as two officers are present for 
duty with each company. It may therefore be conceived § 
how difficult it is to afford the necessary instruction to| 2. By deposits to the credit of 
our soldiers, or to maintain that discipline in the army the Treasurer of the United 
which is requisite, in order to render it efficient for active States, 
operations. The line of the army can supply officers for 
the general and regimental staff, and for the Military | Leaving a balance in the hands of 
Academy and Ordnance e Department; but it cannot bea the various officers of the de- 
the drafts made ive assistants in the Engineer, Topo- partment, on the 30th of Sep- 
gra phi cal, and Indian Der artments, W ith mit imp airini r the tember, to be accounted for, of $87,2 
efficiency of the several batt alions of artillery and infan- The accounts of eleven officers remain to be 1 
try. If the corps of engines rs and topographical engi- | which wiil probably reduce this balance $10,000. 
neers were so augmented, by the authorit J of law, as to Of the balance unexpended, the sum of #50 
enable the m to furnish off cers lor their appropriate du- | in the hands of the quartermaster at Detroit. Th: 
ties, without assistance from the line, it is believed the | remittances made to that officer, were to enabl 
public would be better served, and the interest ofall par- | provide promptly for any unforeseen events or calls 
ties promoted. rected with the campaign against the northwest 
The several departments of the-staff have had, in the | dians. Ten thousand dollars have since been dra 
late campaign, an opportunity of exercising their func- | of his hands for disbursement, by the quarterma 
tions, under circumstances that were calculated to test |} New York, and the balance is applicable to the « 
their capabilities; and it is highly gratifying to be able to | service, and to the payment of accounts for servic 
e that the most satisfactory evidences have been af- | dered and supplies furnished during the campaign 
forded of their efficiency. remaining twenty-seven thousand dollars is con I 
J ave the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, | small sums in the hands of more than fifty officers at 
ALEXANDER MACOMB, several posts in the Union, and of one on duty 
jor General commanding the Army. | rope, and applicable to the service of the present 
|ter. The whole amount of the balances in the h 
all the ey of the department, it is confident 
lieved, will be faithfully applied, to the public 
and accounted for at the close of the present quart 

The large arnount of public property under th 

nistration of the eee ment, aswell as inthe h 
| quartermasters, as company officers, ig prom| 
| faithfully accounte for. 

The balances remaining in the Treasury, of 
ral appropriations for the Quartermaster’s De] 
proper, with the amounts due to those approp 

» | tor expenditures made on account of other depat 
| will ne bly be sufficient for the wants of the 
the end of the year. 

Of the works under the direction of 
the road from Washington to Jackson, 

Arkansas, was reported by Lieut. Collins 


snded its construction, as entirely complete: 


pam anorc iter t 
Rta i. fai ene nt 


shee 
- 


rf: 


REPORT OF THE QUARTERMAS 


irs on the road from St. Augustine 
rida, are in progress, and will p: 
, us far as the appropriation will perm 
| the present year. 
The military road in the State of Maine is no 
completed. Itis, however, in its pre 
public utility. ‘The appropriation 
sufficient, and I co nfidently believe it will be 
he last of September, 1833. 
In April last, instructions were given to surve} 
rt Howard to Fort Winneba 
‘ sat Green Bay prevent 
mstructions. An additi 
le by Congress, late 
l, and to exten , 
‘lions became necess 
artermaster at Detroit, 
The civil commissionc 
ant Center, to explore a: 
arrived at Fort Howard 
Center commenced 
3 experienced 
is, in the movem 














transportation of supplies, prove the necessity of several | 
good roads to intersect the extensive territory lying be- 
tween the frontier settlements of Indiana and Llinois, | 
Lake Michigan, and the Fox and Ouisconsin rivers; and I | 
respectfully recommend, as a most important measure for 
the protection and defence of the Northwestern frontier, 
that roads be authorized from Chicago to Galena, from 
Chicago to Fort Winnebago, and from the latter to Gale- 
na, as well as from some suitable points on the Hlinois 
river to Chicago, and to intersect the road thence to Galena. 

The barracks and quarters at Fort Cr: 
Howard are not yet completed, and, in consequence of 
the troops at those posts being so employed as not to fur- 
ish the mechanics required, a further appropriation will 
ve necessary for each post. [ have estimated eight thou- 
sand dollars for Fort Crawford, and ten thousand dollars 
for Fort Howard. 

Baton Rouge, in Louisiana,being an important position, 
and being the principal ordnance depot for the South- 
yestern.Stat a thorough repair of the barracks and 
juarters are considered necessary; as wellas the building 

fa suitable hospital. For both objects, [ have estimated 
that twenty-five thousand dollars will be required. 

Pittsburg being an important entrepot between the 
principal depot at Philadelphia and the western posts, I 
would recommend that a storehouse, and quarters for the 
storekeepe rT, W ith a stable for public horses erected 
mn the public lot in that city. Five thousand dollars will 
be sufficient to complete the work, and for that sum I 
have estimated. 

The season had so far advanced before the appropria 
tion for quarters, barracks, and storehouses, at New Or- 
leans, was made, that measures could not then be taken 
to carry into effect that object; and in consequence of 
ihe situation of New Orleans, from yellow fever and other 
fatal diseases, nothing has yet been done. 


! 
ble 


, 
> 


} 
Je 
» OC 


} 
t 


So soon as 
accounts be received of the health of the city, 
in officer of the department will be detached, to select a 
dle site, and make arrangements to commence the 
work in the course of the winter. 
The appropriation for the Delaware breakwater not 
having been made until the 3d of July, operations were 
ot resumed there until the 11th of that month. The 
work has, however, been prosecuted with so much ener. 
gy, that we have succeeded in depositing about ninety 
uusand perches of stone, from that time to the close of 


ravora 


atits I 


¢} 


he operations on the 10th instant. The whole length of 
the foundation of the breakwater proper, on which depo- 
ts of stone have been made, is 1893 feet, of which 1419 


feet is raised tothe height of 34 feet above the plane of 
low water, and 474 feet to its destined height: ‘The ice- 
reaker has been considerably enlarged during the sea- 
son, to an extent of 575 feet in length by 60 feet in 
breadth. ‘This work has been raised from three to four 
tabove the plane of low water, 151 feet of which has 
brought up nearly to its destined height. 
the appropriation for the present season, it is esti- 
nated that from fifty to sixty thousand dollars will be 
ipplicable tothe service of the ensuing year. 





app 


This sum, 
with 270,000 dollars, which { have estimated for the next 
» will enable us so to extend the harbor, as to furnish 
ection to forty or lifty vessels at a time. 
he storms of the last winter were, perhaps, more se- 
than those of winters generally, and the fact of the 
work having resisted their power, and aiforded protec- 
tion to all vessels that took shelter under it, gives assu- 
e that the anticipations of the public will be entirely 
alized when the whole shall have been completed. 
Ihave the to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
TH. S. JESUP, 
(Quartermaster General. 
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Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of i ar. 
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, November 13, 18 


32. 


Sra: In compliance with your instructions of the 29th 
of August last, I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the operations of this department during the 
year ending onthe 30th of September last, accompanied 
by statements marked A, B, and C; the first two relating 
to its fiscal concerns for the same period, and the last ex- 
hibiting the works projected by the Board of Engineers, 
which have not been commenced, and an estimate of 
their cost 


ist. FORTIFICATIONS. 


Fort Independence, Boston Harbor, Mass.—It has been 
found impossible to execute the intentions of the law 
making appropriations for the repairs of this work, and 
preservation of Castle island, as the services of an engi- 
neer could not be commanded for that object. It is 
proposed, however, to make some arrangement this win- 
ter, by which the whole of the repairs, necessary to be 
| made to this work, may be completed in the course of 
the next year; and, with this view, an estimate of the 
funds which will be required, in addition to those already 
|appropriated to make up the estimated cost of these re- 
pairs, has been submitted. 

George’s Island, Boston Harbor, Mass.—(The site of a 
fort of the first importance, projected for the defence of 
the harbor.) The sea wall for the preservation of this 
island iscompleted, leaving a small amount of the funds 
| appropriated for that purpose unexpended. This unex- 

pended balance is retained to remedy, in the spring, any 
| defect in that Structure which the action of the coming 
winter may develop. 

Fort Adams, Newport, Rhode Island.—The most satis- 
factory progress has been made in this work during the 
| past season. The operations on it have been directed, 
| principally,to the turning and roofing the casemate arches 
(of the main work; tothe completion of the scarp wall on 
the east front; to the construction of permanent galleries 
under the southwest bastion, the counterscarp walls of the 
southeast and southwest exterior fronts; and the perma- 
nent drains of the work generally. 

Fort Hamilton, Narrows, New York.—The additions 
which were deemed necessary to complete this work, 
and which consist, mainly, of the means for draining the 
water from the roofs of the casemates, and in the con- 
| struction of gun traverses, are in such a state of forward- 
| ness, as to induce the expectation that the whole will be 
finished by the end of the present month- 

Fort Columbus and Castle Williams, New York Har- 
bor.—The repairs of Fort Columbus have been prosecut- 
ed in the mest efficient manner. The repairs of the 
scarp walls were commenced last fall, and, before the 
operations were suspended by the approach of cold wea- 
ther, upwards of 458 cubic yards of heavy masonry were 
constructed: materials having been received and prepar- 
'ed during the winter, operations were resumed early in 
the spring, and continued, without interruption, till the 
|month of August last, when the w wk was abandoned in 
consequence of the alarm created by the malignant cho- 
lera, which was, at that time, raging with considerable 
violence among the workmen. The necessary mea- 
sures having been taken to ensure the health of the la- 
| borers, this interruption was of short duration, and, on the 
4th September last, the works were progressing with 
|} theirusual vigor. The stone masonry laid within the 
| year ending 30th September, amounting to 2470 cubic 
yards, extends about three-fourths around the work, two- 
thirds of which are finished and capped. The present 
barrack and quarters for the officers are in so bad a state 
of decay, independent of their want of comfort and room, 


| 
| 
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as to require, to repair them perfectly, the entire remo. | the estimate furnished last year by the local engin, 


val of their floors, ceiling, and roofs; the mere shells | having charge of the operations at Oak island—a mistak 
that would remain, not being worth preserving, it is | wikal had its origin in several circumstances exp! 
deemed advisable to take advantage of the opportunity, 


L y, | by that officer. The parts of this fort which remain 
thus offered, to remove these barracks to a situation | finished, and to the completion of which it is propos 
within the work, which, besides offering the means of | apply the funds asked for in the estimate already sul 


providing for the accommodation of a greater number of | mitted, are the gun traverses, furnaces for heating 
troops, would free and the werks for the preservation of its site. 
Fortifications in Charleston Harbor.—The operations at 


red 


shot 
its parade from a serious inconveni , 
ence arising from their present position. The cost of | 
constructing the new quarters will be embraced inthe | Charleston have been directed, during the past yea: 
estimate for the repairs of this work. | the preservation of the site of Fort Moultrie, and to 
Nothing further has been done towards the repairs of | formation of a mole on the shoal opposite to this for 
sastle Williams, than to construct a pier head for the | be occupied asa foundation to the new work proj: 
a ee on of vessels engaged in the delivery of 


y for the defence of the harbor. One hundred an 
materials for that purpose. 


| tons of stone have been added to the breakwater 

Fort Monroe, Hampton Roads, Virginia. —The counter- | Moultrie, and, in July last, the site of this work w 

scarp wall of this work is finishec, nearly one thousand | sidered secure for some time to come, though 1 
feet having been constructed within the year; the scarp 


walls on frorts 5, 6 


h¢ 





|} sions of the sand, on the west side, were consicle 
, and 7, are pointed; and:a considera-| As it is deemed essential to the preservation of 
ble portion of the casemated covert-way was arched; the | Moultrie, that this encroachment of the sea sho 
entesion revetment in part constructed; nearly 1000 feet | arrested as soon as possible, it is proposed to apply 


of slope wall in the ditch finished; the ditch on fronts} tion of the funds estimated for the service of th 
Nos. 4, 5, and 6, nearly excavated; 


\ ; a half parapet placed | cations in Charleston harbor, during the next y 
on front 3; and about one half of the counterscarp opp. 0- | this obje ct. The mole for the new eli has pro 
ste fronts 1, 2, and 3, riveted with sods, when, in the} as rapidly as coull have been expected: upwa 
rronth of August last, the malignant cholera made its | 22,000 tons of stone have been added to it during 
appearance among the laborers, and compelled the en. past year. 

gineer in charge of these works to suspend his operations. | Fort on Cocks spur Island, Savannah River, Geor 


| 
this suspension, the effects of which are still felt in the | From the date of my last annual report to the 


difficulty experienced in procuring workmen, will not | of July last, 
only retard the completion of the unfinished parts of the | 


} 
when the engineer having the superi 


ence at Cockspur was assigned temporarily tod 

work above referred to, but will also add to their cost. ithe Cumberland road, the progress in the constr 
ILis, nevertheless, believ ed, that the available funds will | of this fort was, ina high degree, satisfac! ory. The 
be adequate to the completion of the covert-way, the ditch, | rials for the foundation of the work having been pre] 
and the ramparts, though a part of the coming year will] the grillage would hive been entirely laid within 
be necessary for their accomplishment. The funds al-| riod, but for an alteration ina part of the foun 
ready within the control of the department for this work | which a better acquaintance of the substrata of the g 
are adequate to defray all its expenses during the present suggest das b ing necessary to ensure a un 
year, and the first quarter of the next; and it is believed | ty throughout the work. About one-half of the o 
that the amount of the estimate for ’33 will be sufficient} however, was laid and secured; the piles w 
to complete it. | necessary for the southeast front were driven; the e) 

fort Calhoun, Hampton Roads, Virginia. —Vhe masonry | yation for the entire rampart was made; the earth fo 
at this work having been suspended for reasons stated glacis of four fronts, and for the rampart of th 
in my last report, nothing of importance has been done | deposited; and considerable quantities of mat 
at it, further than to receive the materials that will be] various kinds, were received and prepared for 
required in its construction; distribute them over those | the work was left, at the time above stated, in a 
parts of the site to be occupied by the walls in which 
they will be used; and to observe the d 


‘ 


iorm s 
‘ 
{ 


} 





to resume operations, with advantage, as soon as t 


gree of settling | cer having th e direction of it shall have returned t 
| 


a d by the mass of materials alre ady colle cted. li 
1831, this settling amounted to six inches, and, during the | for the construction of the fort on Santa Rosa have 
year ending S0th September ‘ast, it was but little more 


conducted with as much advantage as the limit 
than three inches—indicating, clearly, a tendency in the | of appropriation, for the past year, would all 
pile to assume a fixed position, at the same time that it| the materials have been delivered agreeably to « 
shows the necessity of loading the work, and allowing | and the condition of the work is in a high degr 
time for the equilibrium to be established. To give to] ble; the most important parts that remain to be fi 
the work the relative relief contemplated in the original | being ofa nature to justify the belief that the whol 
plan, it will require 20,000 tons of stone to ci ensate | might be completed in the course of six months, 
for the subsidence of the mcle during the twe last 's. | should occasion require it. The estimate for th 


Vhe estimate for this work, for the next year, is based.} for 733, conte mplates its completion within that 
upon the supposition that 26,000 tons of building and| Fort at Mobile Point, Alabama.—The operat 
breakwater stone will be added within that year. | work, during the past year, have been direc 
Fort Macon, Beaufort, North Carolina.—As anticipated | pally, to the formation of the ramparts, bang 
in my last report, this work is nearly finished. ‘The ope-| glacis. Since my last report, it has been dis 
rations, at present, are principally directed to the con-| the blinduge ot the citadel, which was coi 
struction of works for the p rvation of its site, and the | wood, was in so bad a state of decay as to req 
funds already available for them will be su ficient for their | tire removal; it has been, according rly ,; removed 


service during the next year. proper measures taken to replace suv much of 
Fort al Oak Is and, Cape fear ht "ys North Carolina. | b« necessary for the immediate service of the v k, 
Teena is reported as being ready to receive a garrison, | ting that portion which will not b 
though it is nit entirely c mpleted, in consequence ofajina state of siege. This will increas 
want of funds for that ob Je ct. The deficiency in the | funds that, otherwise, would have been st 
amount of funds necessary to complete this fort within plete the work, which, itis hoped, will 
ke in! in the course of the coming vear 


the past year, as anticipated owing to a mist gz 


Fortisicati ons al P ensucola, Flerida.—Vhe « j 


> 








ky 








No estimate of funds has been received from the local 
engineer; the estimate submitted is based upon that fur- 
nished last year, after allowing for the additional expense 
which will be incurred in rebuilding the Jlindage. 

Battery at Bayou Bienvenu, Louisiana.—The repairs of 
this work were a good deal retarded in the early part of 
the yeur by the inclemency of the season, and the diffi- 
culty of procuring laborers. The spring havi been 
unusually rainy, not only impeded the progress of the 
masonry, but rendered it necessary to postpone the exca- 
vations till they could be resumed under more favorable 
circumstances. Notwithstanding these difficulties, the 
repairs were prosecuted with considerable success before 
ihe commencement of the sickly season, during which 
nothing has been done. They will be resumed as soon as 
he nature of the cli 





limate will permit. 
Fort Wood, Chef Menteur, Louisiana.—Owing to a 
want of engineers, the repairs of this work were entrust- 
| tothe management of an officer who was already en- 
igedin the discharge of important duties at another and 


stant post; and this officer not being able to leave the 
service with which he was occupied till late in the work- 
iz season, it became difficult, if not impossible, to pro 
cure sufficient laborers and suitable materials; so that, 
yut little progress has been made towards completing 
nese repabts. 

Tower at Bayou Dupre, Louisiana.—This tower was so 


completed during the last season, as to require no 
further appropriation, The damages sustained during 
int 


he hurricane of Augus', 1831, have been repaired, and 





ihe battery, in advance of the tower, ne arly finished, as 
mtemplated in the original plans of this work: the 
hole a ay be finishe dina few weeks. 

A portion of the funds provided by the a 


Tor contin 


ppropriation 
rencies of 


‘ : + ' ! 
£ fertifications has been applied to the 


I 
t Jackson, Fort Washington, Fort McHenry, 
rort W ood, Fort Moultrie, Fort Pike and Petitte Co- 


ulle, Tower Dupre, Battery Bienvenu; to the construc- 


‘9 
{ a wharf al Fort Monroe, and to defray the ex- 
s of the survey of Provincetown harbor, with a 
view to its fortification, as required by a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, of 26th January last, and which 


this office for execution. This 


vey is now in course of exectulio 


vas referred by you 





Before closing the su »] ct of fortificati ns, | would call 
ur attention to that part of my last annual report which 
gests that, as several of the works atready mentioned 
1 be completed during the ensuing year, appropria- 
n recommended for commencing the forts project- 
1 at Throg’s Point, New York; the reconstruction of 
Fort Delaware, in the Delaware river; Solier’s Point 
riats, Maryl d; Bald By ul, North Carolina; the Bar. 


cas on Foster’s Banks, Pensacola harbor, Florida; and 
; ; au estimate for which will 


ud bef you 1 would also renew the representa- 
then made, of the expediency of suggesting that 
appropriations tor fort fications be made at as early 4 
xl of the approaching session of Congress as prac- 
la 


2d. INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 






la Plaisance B LY, Wichizan ln compliance with 
structions, the officer having charge of the Detroit 
Chicago ro was directed to superintend the ope- 
son t this pl ; and, u r the expec- 

i at we pier f rly unit ¢ tld repaire 1, and 
i i t » meet the wants of the harbor, he was 
lto make necessary examination, and to r of 

tthe result to this department. ° esence of this 
neer having been required ut t sat of Indian disturb- 
ist summer, the examination could not be made 
i the beginning of September last, when it was | 
blihal the wh ) he old | /, with the exce ption 
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of about 200 feet, had been washed away and rendered 
useless by the storms and ice of last winter. ‘That part 
of the pier built by contract, before the work was placed 
under the direction of this department, has been com- 
pletely carried away, leaving only a few stones and the 
foundation timbers to mark the place where it stood. Ar- 
rangements will be made for its construction early next 
spring. 

Huron River, Ohio. —The harbor at the mouth of this 
river is, at present, in good condition. No new works 
having been constructed during the past season,the funds, 
thus far, have been applied in such manner as was deem- 
ed necessary to place these already constructed in a con- 
dition to resist the effects of the tempestuous season, and 
to prevent their being injured by the spring freshets. 
Some additional works are yet necessary to complete this 
harbor, though no further appropriation will be required 
for that object. 

Black Hiver, Ohio. The public works at this harbor 
are in geod repair, and are believed to be secure against 
the recurrence of an accident which, in November last, 


deprived the east pier of about sixty feet of its length, 








to adepth of three feet below the surfuce of the water. 
This damage has been repaired, and the pier extended 
about forty yards into the lake. A part of the appropri- 


ation forthe present year having been absorbed in the 





repairs rendered necessary by the accident above referred 
to, that appropriation will not be sufficient to complete 
the work at this harbor, as anticipated; and an estimate 
of the amount necessary to effect this object, has, there- 
fore, been submitted. 

Cleaveland Harbor, in Ohio. —The funds appropriated 
for the works at this harbor, have been applied to their 
completion, by filling in the piers which had settled, driv- 
ing piles to render tiie works more secure, and provid- 


ing them with the necessary appendages to prevent inju 












(r 
ry trom collision with vessels entering the harbor. These 
works, by the close of the season, will be rendered se- 
cure, and no furthe ropriation will be necessary for 
them. 

fzrand R ver, Ohio.~—This harbor is 1 Fac d conditi ”, 
and no further provision for funds will be necessary to 
complete its works ind pla them ing 

Cunningham Creek. —TViie means provided for the erec- 
tion of 2 pier head at this place, are not sufficient to com- 
plet at siructut cording to the plan adopted. About 
two ls of it have been constructed and rendered se- 
cure, and an estimate of the funds requisite to finish it 


has been submitted. 

lsh abula Creek, Ohio. —Th Up ra ions at this hat sor 
have been directed to the perfection of the works for its 
protection, and to the removal of obstructions at the 
mouth of the creek. These obstructions consist of rock, 
situated about 64 or 7 feet below the surface of the 
water, and, thus far, but little progress has been made in 
removing Uicm; experiments, however, are now in pro- 





some plan for their speedy removal. An estimate has 


been submitted for widenin 


ess, which, it is hoped, will result in the suggestion of 





the et ice to this harbor. 


the mouth of this 


a» 


Conneaut Creek, Ohio.—The pier at 


creek has been extended sixty feet in the lake since my 
last re port; and it is elicved thatthe funds alrea ly 
availa le for it, W ll be sufficient for its ¢ npl tion. F 

Presy se Isle, Pennsylvania.—TVhe works at this place 
ire in as go da state of pt servat is an be expected 
under all the circumstances. The breach through the 
peninsula at the head of the bay is represente Las having 
un injurious ef on the ha r; it is Increasing in width 
though not in dept and fears are etnertained that the 
wh ny of tine peninsu awill be removed, ind Uigt the sand 
from it will be washed intothe h rbor. To close tlis 
breach, or to confine it to a channel sufficiently large to 
illow the passage of vessels throuch t, wou ] require an 
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appropriation equal in amount to » the wiitle sum alre ify the foreign ahd domestic trade ° 
expended on this harbor. During the past season, be- 


sides paving 400 yards of the north breakwater, that 
structure has been extended 200 feet towards the main 
land, leaving a distance of 400 yards yet to be construct- 
ed, for which an estimate has been submitted. The space | water, was formerly obstructed with sand bars, 
between the end of the breakwater and the main land | which no vessel could pass having a draught of more | 
has increased considerably since my last report, but it is six feet. The action of the river currents upon the 
confidently believed that when it is closed no other breach | seems to indicate that 200 additional yards of pier \ 
can be made. will complete the improvement of that river, which n 

Dunkirk, New York.—The pier erecting at this place | be accomplished in the course of the coming year. 
has been extended from the main land 136 yards, and It is believed that all the operations at Big Sodus ha 
filled in with stone to the surface of the water, making | may be brought to a close during the approaching y: 
the whole extent of this pier 416 yards Should the | except that of bridging, which will be commenced ass 
weather prove favorable, ten additional cribs of thirty- | after the completion of the pier work as possible, wit 
four feet each will be sunk, and filled, as above, this fall. | view to connect the interior with the exterior chann 
No additional funds will be necessary to complete this} Oswego, New York.—The improvements at thi 
pier at the distance contemplated; which will carry it to | have been prosecuted during the past year with 
ten feet water. | zealand success. The picrs, to an extent of several | 

Buffalo, New York.—The works for the protection of | dred feet, are already raised to the height require 
this harbor have the appearance of being strong and du- | the plans; and should the present fall prove favor 
rable. An estimate of the funds necessary for their pro | to weather, they will be completed before its termi: 
secution and completion has been submitted. Alrcady, many of the benefits which were s 

Black Rock Harbor, New York.—The funds appropri- | from these structures have been realized in the 
ated for the improvement of this harbor have been applied | protection which they afford against the eneroachin 
to the construction of an ice-breaker for turning the ice | of the heavy sea experienced at this place. By the 
and current of water from the harbor, which, heretofore, | tion of nearly four thousand cords of stone, the m 
have caused considerable injury tothe piers at that place. | been raiscd, fora distance of three hundred 
No estimate having been received from the agent at|level with the surface of the water; and! exper 
these works, and having understood that the last appro- | thus far, seems to place the question as to its perma 
priation will be sufficient to complete them, no funds, in | cy beyond all doubt. An estimate of the funds nec: 
addition to those already availab le » will be required. to complete these works has been submitted. 

All the harbors on the south shore of Lake Erie are Kennebeck River, Maine —The operations for remoy 
the obstructions to the navigation of this river, at Lov 
| joy’s Narrows, it is believed, are brought to a cl 
fore this time. 


Recent examination 
Genesee, compared with previous surveys, slow an 
creased depth of water from the mouth of the river to 
point in the lake as far out as the ends of the piers. ‘T' 
channel, which at present affords not less thai ¢ ten { 


wade nde 


ne linia! 


ane 


' 
Ct, 


in a situation to offer protection and safety to vessels na- 
vigating the lake, and to afford facilities in transferring 


the produce of the surrounding country to market. The 
application of the moneys appropriated by Congress for 
the improvement of these harbors, has given to the people 


> 


Kennebunk River, Maine.—The last appropriat 
the repairs of the piers at the mouth of this rivet 
a spirit of enterprise and industry, which is perceptible | came available too late in the season to apply wit 
on the whole south shore of the lake. The plans adopted | vantage any portion of it to the object for w! 
for deepening channels at the mouths of rivers which | intenced. The winter being the most favor 
were choked up with sand, have afforded, in — execu- | for purchasing timber and other materi it is ] 
am, a result far exceeding the expectation of all who | that no wi irk will be done on the shen rs “‘eant 1 t 
were acquainted with their situatic n prior to the com- 


ol mencement of the coming year. There bein; 
mencement of their improvement. Tile lcose sand has | derabl quantity of mat rials on han 1, no add 
been driven from the channels by the fore 


by rce of currents | propriation will be necessary for this imp 
created by works for that pur se, and the water now | for 1833. 
rests upon a compact bottom, giving, except at Ashtabu Berwick Branch of the Pise ilagua River. —B 
la, a sufficient depth for all vessels navigating the likes. | of the small sum appropriated for improving the 
Butas these works are in part constructed cf perishable 


tion of this river at Quamlegan rapids, has been 
materials, and as their completion is near at hand, a is | in consequence of the unusual continuance 
highly important that provision should be made by which | ter. This improvement will be complete 


the injuries to them, arising from @ceay and unforeseen | the early part of next year, should the state 
accidents, may be repaired, and their usefulness pre- permit; and the funds already in the hands 
served. will be sufficient for that object. 

Genesee River and Big Sodus Bay, New York.—Yhe Merrimack River, Massachusetts. —The effects tl 
progress made in the improvements at these places dur- | produced by the pierat the mouth of the river 
ing the past year, is of the most flattering character. Al- | the most satisfactory indications that the obj 
though the appropriation for these works became avail- | plated by its construction will soon be, in part, ré 
able late in the season, yet such had been the previous | The hilloc ks of sand at the bottom of this riv 
preparation of materials, and such the fitness of the wea- 
ther for work, added to the unusual good health of the | channel opposite Black Rock is both d 
workmen, that the piers at both of these places have ad- | wider, and affords a good and _ safe an 
vanced beyond the most reasonable expectations. The | No effect, however, is produced upon Ul 
number of cribs constructed during the past season, and | trance of the river. 
put infplace at the Genesee river, is twenty-eight, and, at | Deer Island, Boston Harbor, Massachusetl 
Big Sodus, thirty; all of which have been well secured, 
both above and below the surface of the water. ‘The re- 
sistance which these P ers have oppose d, thus far, to the | ral places, and to an extent of several hu 
storms and Jarge ma of ice, affords additional evidence | raised as high as originally contemplated; 
in support of the epinion before expressed, that they will | breakwater in front of this wall 
accomplish the object for which they were intended, viz. 
useful and safe h irbors of ref ige tor ye i 


Cay 





greatly impede its navigation, are much 


wall which forms a part of the works now 
construction, for the preservation of th 


is construct 
rangements are made for the delivery of 


necessary fo } prosecution of these 
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during the remainder of the working season. The | the Beacon Island sound, the common anchorage ground 
funds already available for these works will, probably, | for outward bound vessels. From thisshoal nearly eight 
be sufficient to complete them, unless those portions of | thousand cubic yards of sand have been removed within 


them which are already constructed sustain an injury | the period of six weeks, giving an increased depth over 
during the approaching winter, which is not at present | that shoal of from 74 to 9 feet water at flood tide, and a 
apprehended. channel about fifty yards wide. ‘There only remains the 


Plymouth Beach, Massachuselts.—The vperations at | obstructioa presented by the bar of the Flounder Slue, 
this place have been confined, principally, to the north-| which is the most extensive, but which has already a 
eastern extremity of the beach, where a wall has been} depth of little more than seven feet water over it at high 
erected to the extent of 450 feet, in the most substan- | water. It is intended to operate on this shoal during the 
tial manner. ‘The planting of grass, and other means | remainder of the season, as an increased depth of six 
of protecting the beach, have also been continued. | inches will render the channel of Flounder Slue superior 
The general condition of the beach is very good; the | to any other in that navigation, being the shortest by one 
grass is increasing and flourishing in a remarkable de- mile, most favorable for the prevailing winds, and having 
gree, and the works seem to have produced the desired | a good harbor near Shell Castle. 
effect. The most gratifying circumstances attending the ope- 

Provincetown, Massachusetts. —The plan of improve- | rations at Ocracoke, is the apparent permanency of the 
ment for the preservation of the harbor at this place, | work already accomplished, which is such as to induce a 
contemplates the planting of beach grass to arrest the | strong belief in the ultimate success of the experiment. 
progress of the drifting sand, which occurs there with | A new boat, with machinery of greater power than that 
almost every northerly wind, and which threatens, if not | heretofore employcd, was finished in the latter part of 
checked, to fill up this very important harbor, as well as | September, and is, before this, in operation in conjunc. 
to lay waste the town itself. . The spring being the only | tion with the old boat. An additional appropriation be- 
season in which this grass can be planted with any hope | ing necessary for carrying on these operations during the 
of its being productive of the desired end, no part of | year 1833, an estimate of its amount has been laid before 
the appropriation made atthe last session of Congress | you. 


has been applied, as it was not available before the mid-}| Cape Fear River.—The lower western jettee on this 
dle of summer. river has been completed during the past season, as also, 


Hy innis Harbor, Massachuselis.—Tive operations for } that near Barnhard’s creek, on the opposite shore, with 
the extension of the breakwater at this harbor have been | the exception of about 200 feet which remain to be flank. 
prosecuted during the past season; but no report having | ed. To prevent the effect of the strong currents of 
been received from the agent, I am unable to state its | that river on these jettees, wings have been construct- 
exact condition. }edat intervals along their whole extent. Other jettees 

Stonington, Connecticul.—As anticipated in my last | have also been provided with wings to the extent of near- 
annual report, the breakwater at this place is completed; | ly one thousand feet; notwithstanding which, doubts ar 
the citizens ofthe borough of Stonington, and others in- | entertained as to their stability: the operations of the 
terested in the navigation of that place, evince, however, | dredging macline have been greatly retarded during the 
a strong desire for an extension of this improvement, by | same period, in Consequence of the failure of many parts 
the placing of buoys at three or four points, to indicate | of its machinery, and of the difficulty, indeed impossi- 


the position of certain reefs and shoals in the immediate | bility, of having repairs of the nature required done 
ys 5 | 
ghborhood of the harbor. By the projection of the | nearer than Baltimore. <A survey of this river will soon 
pier into the channel, the passage to the inner hatbor is | be made, with a view to making a chart of it, which, it is 
i i : ’ > , ’ 


arrowed to such an extent as frequently to cause vessels, | believed, will exhibit an increased depth of water of 
i their efforts to avoid the end wf the pier, to ground | about one foot inthe channel. 


n the shoal which is immediately opposite. It seems, Savannah liver, Georgia --Not 


i has been done, 
erefore, to be important that the position of this shoal } tl us far, towards applying the funds provided by Con- 
well defined, and, as the unexpended balance of the | gress at its last session, for improving th avigation of 
ippropriation which was made for the pier, is more than | this river, between its mouth and the city of Savannah. 
sufficient to accomplish this desirable end, it is respect. | ‘The direction of the improvement. has been assigned to 
fully recommended that it be applied for that purpose. the engineer having charge of the works of fortification 
Mill River, Connecticut.—The breakwater and dyke at | now in progress of construction on Cockspur island. Th 


s harbor having been finished, agreeably to the origi- | services, however, of that officer, having been required 
nal plans, they were found not to be of sufficient extent | during the past summer onthe Cumberland road, east of 
answer all the purposes for which they were intended. | th Ohio, to superintend itsrepairs, he has been unable, 


An estimate was therefore submitted, and an appropria- | as yet, to give his attention to this subject; but will, as 











0» made for their extension: contracts have been en- | soon as his other duties allow, make the necessary exami- 

red into for the necessary additions, both to the break- | nation, and commence operations. R 
water and the dyke; and on the SO0th September, the Inland navigation between the St. John’s and St. Mary’s, 
former was about one-fourth, and the latier about one- | FYurida—An examination of this passage having been 
third executed. The contacts provide for their com- | recently made by the assistant engi r under whose per- 
pletion by the Ist of January next. sonal supervision the operations for its improvement were 
Harbors of Newcastle, Marcus Hook, Chester, and Port | formerly conducted, and his report upon tne subject be. 
Penn, Delaware River.—A dredging machine has been | i: gin accordance with the views of this d “part ne nt, an 
Keptin operation at these harbors, but tletr precise con- | estimate of the funds necessary to accomplishi t ject 

snot known to me, as no report in relation to | of the report, has been submitted . 

then has, as yet, re ached this office. St. Mark’s Harbor and R ver, F la.—The operation 
Ocracoke Inl 4 North Carol: na.——-Ample pre parations of dredging in the harbor of Saint Mark’s is rought to 
were made for the improvement of this navigation at an | aclose, by which anincreased depth of water, of four feet, 
arly pe riod of the past season, but, for want « f funds, hasbeen attaiedin the « an | leading to the town ot 
Operations were not commenced until latein July last, | Saint Mark’s, exe pti ne place, where this operation 
when the appropriation became available. Since the mid- | was inter 1 es there is only a 

of August, the dredging machine has been at work | depth of 84 feet ' Efforts w aking, on 1 

the shoal at the junction of Wallace’s channel with | of September last, to deepen tt elover tl 
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which the plan of operations adopted by the officer hav- 
ing chi arge © f the work, and the very favorable report on 
these improveme nts just received from the assistant en- 
gineer, give every reason to hope it will prove successful. 
The cut through the natural bridge over the Saint Mark’s 
river, has been commenced; aad the boats and machine- 
ry necessary to nla cute the improvement above this 
bridge, having been transferred over it, and all the prepa- 
rations accomplished, it is expected that operations will 
be carried on with despatch, 

ippalachicola, Fiorida.—Vhe improvement of the navi- 
gation of this river has been completed so far as it is 
deemed practicable to expend funds for that object with 
any hope of success; there having been removed, during 


the past season, all the obstruc tions that were inaccessi- 


ble last year in consequence of high w iter, and the banks | 


having been cleared of all the heavy timber likely to fall 
into the river, and present new obstructions. 
the appropriation for this work is unexpended. 

Harbor of Mobile, Alabama.—Tie operations for deep 
ening the channel through Choctaw P in this harbor, 
having been suspended for reasons stated in my last an 


nual report, they not resumed be the | 


s 
ass, 


were fore eg) aning 


| 
} 
| 
} 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


A part of | 


led, and 
| rations on that river, 
| direction 


of August as in consequence of difficulties expcrienced 


in reclaiming the dredg g ng machine which was sunk in 
several feet water. Since August, however, the machine 
has been in successful operation. 
Pascagoula River, Mississippi.—The 
place have not, been ed. 
pension of his operations, by 


works at this 
During the sus- 
the 


as yet, resun 


caused transfer, last 


| deepe 


| transfe rred 


year, of the funds for this improvement to the surplus | 


fund, the contractor removed the machinery which he had 
in operation at this river to New Orleans; and had not, 
at last s from the 
the execution of his engagement. 

Red River, Louisiana.—The appropriation for 
coming the obstructions presented to the 1 
Red River, by the Gre Raft, 
late a perl rl the season to 


panne for continuing the 


the past summer, as oe 
port of the force requisite for their prosecution can only 
be forwarded to the poi nt at they would 
quired at tl ason of high Nothit 
done, therefore, at this since 
were suspended for want of 
t is bel Heves 
we il 
that the 
such 
¢ benefit 


5 


advice agent, been induced to resume 
over- 
avigation of 
at became available 
make the nece 
works itr 


all the supplies { 


ssary pre- 
ver during 


on th a 
r the sup- 


ns 


be re- 
been 


rations 


which 


le St wat g has 
ope 
the 
, from the reports receiv 

al 
"¢ | erations here- 
ven accom- 
ivigation of that 
ind Connecting 
a commu Nic: a! ion 
who have 


improve 1 
meal This is 


{ } 
pe regre etted, as it 


at this department 


co ‘ ? 
great 


as information 
led to 
tofore pul 
plish nent, 
river. 

them by s 


around 


enti 


} a . 
sued is nt as to al nits 


’ 
any iastin to then 


Instead of deep ening the 


short canal S, 


bayous, 
aa thus opening 

of p 
ng, that the r 
ayency of 
yed in impré navigation of 
o rivers, at not exceed- 
attend the execution of the plan 


This bei the opinion al 


the raft, it is the ersons 
had opportunities of judgi 
removed through the 
boats at escent emp 
the and Ohi 

g that which wouid 


adopted. 


oO pin on 


one ¢ 
; ving the 
Mississippi an expense 
already so of peo- 
ple n 1@ neighborhoao “the ra t, it was 
deemed advisab] tions till one 
of the boats alludes ed withe ju 
ry to the service whicl e isat present engaged, 
by tria 

In addition to the be 
would confer 
reclaim, 
which, 
wich if 


iral 


residing 1 
uta 


ascertain, gr its removal. 

al of the raft 
river, it would 
valuable land, 
with 


through its 


upon the 
} - 

by drainage, an 
» must , aste t he water 


off 


otherwise 


¢ (in 2 ] 
Is at presen, Ce vere 


channels. 


sas Eiver, A: kansas T 


| who, 
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river, in consequence of the want of an officer of 


neers whose services could be rendered available for t}; 


purpose. 

Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.—¥or information « 
subject of the improvement of these rivers, I beg 
to refer you to the acc ompany ing report of the sup¢ 
tendent for the year ending on 30th September last. 
thorough iaspection hs as just been made of the wi orks 
the improvement of this navigation, and the repor 
officer in relation thereto will be submitted ; 
received at this office. 

Cumberland River, Tennessee.—Captain Delafi 
the engineers, was directed, in August last, to m 
exarrination of this river, and to devise, in conju 
with a the superintendent of the improv: 

Mississippi and Ohio, the proper m 
re moval of such obstructions to its navigation 
amination might suggest as being necessary. 
amination having been completed, an agent was 
charged with the execution of the plan 
who will be subject to the | 
Captain Delafield a 


] 


of 
t 


on che 


asuresi 


as 


and supervision of 
Siireve 

The experiments of deepeniig the channel 
trance of Nantucket harbor, Massachusetts, 
r the channel through Pass au Heron, Ala 
having failed to produce avy satisfactory result, the 
at those places have been entirely 
dredging machine employed at the former plac¢ 
to the Savannah river, Georgia, and tia 
at the latter to Pascagoula river, Mississippi. 

Cumberland Road, in Ohio. -—-The officer of ens 
in with your was i 
to the superintendence of the construction of this 
commenced his duties on the 13th of August | 
operations on this road, during the past year, hav 
confined to that portion of it lying between Zanesy 

Darby creck, which includes a 
six miles. From Zanesville, west, to tl 
re the Ohio ial crosses the road at Hebr 
bridges and culverts been built, and, with ' 
ception of a weoden superstructure of 


ana t 


nit ip 


} 
suspended, 


accordance instrucuion, 


ast. 


aistance 
sixty 
wi cal 
have 
95 feet s; 


ithe south fork of Licking, are constructed of s« 


of various kinds, united with mortar, for the mest 


' 


| inferior quality, excepting the culverts, which a1 


' 
s€88 LO | 
ed 


} pairs. 


stone Masonry. hese structures, however, are 


i good state of preservation, and require but s 


The surface of the road, for a distance of 


miles west of Zanesville, has rece ived a cove! 


| inches of stone of various qualities, consisting, pt 


ng | 
| has been graded, and is ready to receive the 


aft + itself might be | 
r two of the steam- | 


} the same 
ican be 


jis expected that a roug 


Fro 
il, 


first 


ly, of Aint, limestone, slate, and sandstone. 
21 miles west of Zanesville to the Ohio ca 


of metal. Between Hebron and Columbus, 
twenty-seven all the bridges and culy 
bven contracted for, and, with the exception of ¢ 
en structures for the canal feeder, Blac k - 
Big Walnut creek, and Alum creek, have 
pleted, in all probability, before this. ‘The 
compose d of different 


and 


miles, 


section is also 


with 


this 
some limestone, ol 
much better quality than that 
Contracts were entered into last year for c 
grubbing that portion of the road included b 
twenty-seventh mile west Zanesville and 
in consequence of many parts of it hi 
received from the contractors in an unfinished 
other parts having been abandoned by 
condition, it will be 
under contract before the 
commenced. Measures having 
road graded between Hebron 
! 


rh grade 
gn eraae, 


sundstone, 


Delore mention 


of 


but, 


the c 
necessary to 
again operation 
bee! 
have the 


suffi "jel 
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of carriages, will be accomplished by the first of January, 
and that the fall grade will be completed by the first of 
June next. 

On that part of the road between Columbus and Little 
Darby, many-of the bridges and culverts have been con- 
structed, and the grade nearly completed. The interests 
of this portion of the road appear to have been almost en- 
tirely neglected. With the exception of the wooden 
bridges over Big and Little Darby,which are represented 





as having been well built, there is little on this section of | 


the road that deserves commendation. The stone mason 
ry, which is of an inferior limestone, is of bad quality, and 
altogether disreputable to the great national work of 
which it forms a part. Gravel has been placed on some 
parts of it, but, of such kind, and in such condition, as to 
be injurious rather than serviceable; and many of the cul- 
erts which have been constructed, will require to be en- 
larged, having been made entirely too small to satisfy the 
wants of the road. 

Cumberland Road, in Indiana.—The annual report of 
operations on the eastern division of this road, is of so ge- 
neral a character as to render it impossible to state its ex- 
act condition, though it is believed that its affairs have 

F been conducted with zeal on the part of the 

Bent. The ce ich were entered into last 5 
for the contin :ation of this road west of Indianapolis, have 
ll been executed, with the exception of those which pro- 
vide for the erection of bridges over the Big White lick, 
anc White river. 


superinten 1. 


miiracts W car, 


Soth of these structures, however, are 
now in progress, and will soon be completed. ‘The act 
of Congress making an appropriation for the service of 
the road in Indiana for the current year, having provided 
spec ally for the erection of bridges over the east and west 
branches of White Water, and other small streams, with 
the view to bring the road into immediate use, the sum 








appropriated was divided into two portions, bearing to 
each other the proportion indicated by the respective 


wants, under this law, of the two divisions of the road as 
ertained from an examination of the estimates of ma- 
ry, furnished by the commissioner who located the 
ad through this State. The funds being thus divide 
contracts were entered into for « continuation of the w 
rn division, sufficient to 
came available by this arrangement, which was not 
ed by former engagements. 
the erection of the 





absorb all the money t 








i 
were also made 


the 


Contracts 


bridges over east and west 
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sanches of White Water in the eastern division, and these 


dges are to be finished by the Jast of August next. An 


1of this r ad, subm 
when received. 
Cumberland Road, in Illinois.--Vhe superintendent of 
¢ national road through the State of Hlinois, having ex 
perienced a good deal of si 


whose report will also b 


itted 





kness in the early part of the 


' 


resent fall, has 





‘en unable, as yet, to transmit his annu 





eport of its condition. Judging, however, 


corresp mdence of the 


. : ; 
ind the uniformly correct manner of rendering 


counts, as wellas from the general character of his admi 


stration, it is believed that the interests of the road hav 
well attended to, and that it isin as gooda condition 

$ the means provided for its construction, and the cii 
Ses attending the operations on it, generally, woul 


Cunberland Road, eust of the Ohio.—ln obedience ¢ 





oflicer of engineers is now engaged in making an inspec- 


from the | re 
superintendent with this depart— | able 


his | 


) 

vur instructions of the 13th July last, an officer of engi 
rs was assigned to the superintendence of the repairs 
his road; and, with the view to meet the requirements 
law of ¢ nEress, Passe 1 at its last session, in refer- 
e to { , us Well as the immediate wants of 
al, which were represented as being very great in 
q of d lap lated c ndition, that ofhicer was 

. ea } 


s to the port m ofthe roa 


| 


E within the limits of Pennsylvania and Maryland; to 
| 
} 
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divide the rvad in each of these States into as many equal 
sections as there are /ol/ gates provided for by the laws of 
these States, which are mentioned in the act of Congress 
above alluded to; to complete the repairs in the most per- 
manent manner, commencing with that which was in the 
worst condition, and proceeding regularly through the 
sections from the worst to the best; and to turn over each 
| section, as soon as finished, to the State in which it may 
be situated. An examination of this road was commenced 
in the latter part of July, and, towards the last of Septem- 
ber, contracts were entered into for making repairs over 
12,019 rods; which embrace the two worst sections in 
Pennsylvania, and the worst section in Maryland. It so 
happens that these three sections are all continuous, anl 
have their commencement in Maryland, at the end of the 
first section west of Cumberland. ‘These contracts pro 
vide for the completion of the repairs by the first of July 
inext. The officer in charge, in communicating to this 
department the result of the examination wiich he 
of the road immediat rly after his arrival on il, Says: 
*¢1 find the road in a shocking conc 
rod of 
passable.” 
In the course of my recent inspection of th’s road, which 
was made in accordance with the verbal 
I had the honor to receive 
certained that,in makin 


made 


ition, and every 


of it Is now im 





willrequire great repairs; some 


instructions tha 
from yor on the 3d inst., Las 
contracts for the repairs, the con- 
tractors were, in many instances, permitted to use the best 
the road, when 
ghborhood; and 


] 
of the stone composing the old covering of 
none better could be procured in the n 
itis believed that advantage has been taken of 
tunity thus offered to introduce into the 
material of inferior quality, and which had 
ly condemned. Tatso found that the stone, tn general, 
was not broken to the size prescribed by the contracts, 
it the side drains had not been sufficiently attended 
‘) 

! 


‘nt superi 


P ¢ 
D 


the oppor 
new covering 


been previous 








ntendent, however, has been ver- 
bally instructed on this subject, aud will adopt, without 





elay, the proper remedy for these evils, 
The d ulty of pro a suitable material for the 
covering, lias 1 tered the use of a perishable stone a 





; these 


matter ot abs ] ite necessityv 1n the first two layer 


layers, together, forma thickvess of six inches, and will, 


in all probability, be laid upon the road before winter; 
which will place it in a condition to admit of easy travel- 
\ling. By spring, the road will b ) a state to receive 
the last laver, which wilin ike up the nine inches, and 
will constitute its enamel, or wearing surface I 

layer should be made of flint, granite, or limestone; for, 
without the use of one of these materials, the repairs 
must necessarily be of a temporary nature, an 1 not such 
}as are contemplated by the act of Congress making ap- 


| propriation for them. Limestone is the only one of 


the 


materials mentioned, which is found upon the line of the 
oad; and, as tuis can only | pro tred with consider 


at expense, it is D 


€ 
difficulty, and at ge lieved that 

\ 

I 





| ’ 
ithe only p tld be, to haul th one required fo 
| 

‘ - - we tine 4 an ' s 
ith se I arts I acl remote ft ' Li} part S which 
furnish it, ted States paying t theren¢ f 
| 
transportat h would } ssary t lace the con. 
j tractors for thos | 5 3 juaity with 
those having « rries the nmed york lof 





ye HEAVY: a. } { (3 ' ¥ t 3 > cur 
it, all tl 3} of t k ln procur l, 
Ue} sited I : 1 ) | Il 1 f us in 
he st r, Ss as 1 frost leaves ground; and, 
nha at t S tern ition, Verbal 
stru . yi vs to rintende nt to 
take t Ast for 1 r this material 
> . la suey { } 

rh b | ru re i . } ! ] ) d, and wv 
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require alteration in but few instances, and, in those, in- 
volving no great expense. At Cumberland, I would re- 
commend a change in the location of the road to turn 
Wilt’s hill, by which a lift of 800 feet in four and a half 
miles would be avoided, and one hour gained in each 
trip of the mail, besides greatly benefiting other trans- 
portation of a heavier character passing through Cum. 
berland., 

Lieut Mansfield, the officer who had the temporary 
management of the affairs of this road, has done all that 
zeal, aided by sound judgment, could effect. The quan- 


tity of work done, and the manner in which it is exe- | 
| could be done than to prepare an estimate of the { 
| that will be necessary; to designate an officer for t 


cuted, afford the most satisfactory evidence of great 
dustry, and entitle him to much credit. 

The assistants on the road are industrious, and, as far 
as it is in their power, discharge their duty faithfally; 
but, as much time is necessarily employed in passing 
over the line of their supervision, impositions are hourly 
practised, which they can neither prevent nor detect. 
More aid is therefore required, and mus\ be obtained, 
before a system of supervision, suited to the wants of 
the road, can be established; and this aid should be 
drawn from the army. 

An estimate of the funds necessary to prosecute these 
repairs during the next year, has already been submitted. 

Road from Detroit to Chicago, Michigan.--The con- 
tracts entered into last year for the construction of 2 
miles of this road, beginning at the 105th, and terminating 
at the 132d mile from Detroit, inchiding the erection 
of bridges over Cold Water river, Flag creek, Swan 
creek, and Prairie river, have, in most instances, been 

} 


complied with; and the work provided for by the whole | 


of the contracts, would, 
executed, had 
upon, in the 
wards t! of the late Indian disturbances, 
contractors are at present, however, actively eng 
fulfilling the terms of their contracts, and no 
entertained of the completion of their 
within the present fall. An estimate 
cessary 10 co! nplete this road as for as t] 
dary line of Indiar va, has been submitted. 
Road from La Plaisanee Bay to the 
Road, Michigan.—The commissioners 
- act of 4th July last, 
» location of 
of th eil comm ission, and furnishe d thei irre port, 
panied by a plat, fick 1 notes, and an estimate of con- 
structing thisroad, an officer has been directed to super 
intend its construction, with instructions to place that 
portion of it included between the b iy and Tecumseh 
under contract, with as little loss of time as possible. 
The accounts rendered by the 
their report, show that the amount of expenditures on 
account of the location exceeds the sum appropriated for 
that object by $608 76; which excess has been advanced 
by the commissioners under the expectation that Cone 
gress wiil relieve them by an additional appropriation of 
that amount. Asan examination of the 
that no unnecessary expenses were 
is accordingly embraced in the estimate already furnished. 
Road from Detroit to Saganaw, Mich g m.— Contracts 
for the ¢ onstruction of this road 
as far as the fifty-seventh mile from Detroit, including 
the erection of bridges over the Thread and the Flint 
rivers, the former on the fifty-eighth, and the latter on 
the sixticth mile. An estimate for the cont 
this road has been submitted 
ftoad from Detroit to the mouth of Grand River.—The 
commissioners appointed under the act of Congre 
the 4th July last, in reference to this road, are now 
ed it making its | 


Road from Detroit 


in all probability, have been 
not many of the contractors been called 


re seat These 


engagements 
of the funds ne- 


appointed under 
Congress of which pr rovides for 


this road 


accounts shows 
incurred, this amount 


have been entered into 


s of 


lion. 


lo Fort Gratio!, Mich 


gan, 


| last session. 


early part of the present year, to march to. | 


aged in | 
doabts are | 


e northern boun- | 
| tion of the additional building which experi 
Detroit and Chicago | 


» having ac complished the object | 
accom. | 


commissioners, as well as | 


ination of 





en- | 


-The lo. | 





Documents accompanying the President’ 8 Message. 


cation of this road having been changed by virtue of the 
authority granted in the act of Congress of Sd rey Tas 
arrangements have been made for continuing its cc 

tion, by contract, as far as Black river, which is just 
low Fort Gratiot. The funds available for this road 
sufficient for its completion, which will be accomplis! 

in the course of the coming year. 

No funds having been provided by the act of Cong 
of 14th July last, in reference to the northern boundary 
line of the State of Ohio, to meet the expenses incide 
to making the observations and examinations neces 
determine the lines specified in that law, nothing t 


performance of the service; and to prepare the 
instruments. The estimate has been submitted. 


BOARD OF ENGINEERS. 


Since my last annual report, a report has been 1 
from the Board of Engineers, submitting a sumn 
their operations during the preceding year, and 
ment of the objects to which it was conceived n 
vantageous to the service that their attention s! 
next directed, which was submitted to Congres 
In addition to this, the assistant « 
having made areconnoissance of the site of Fort M 
and of the inland passage between the Saint Jolin’s« 
Saint Mary’s, has furnished projects for the preserva 
of the forme r, and for completing the improvem 
the latter. His report on the communication bet 
the Saint John’s and Saint Mary’s is herewith transn 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


The report of the Board of Visiters who atten 
last general examination of this institution, affo 
quivocal evidence that its affairs continue to be c 
ed in the most able and efficient manner. That 1 
accompanies this communication, and, in calling \ 
tention to it, I would respectfully recommend, f 
consideration, the suggestion of the Board in ret 
to the modifications in its organization, and to th 


shown to be necessary to meet the wants of that 
tion. It was not in my power to make an insp¢ 
the academy during the past year, in consequi 
cessant engagement with the business of my off 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER 
To facilitate the transaction of business in this 


and diminish its contingent expenses, I would sugges! 
that a provision be recommended for extending the! 


| ing privilege to the chief engineer. 


the embarrassments under which the Engin 
partment has labored in its efforts to discharge t! 
which have deen assigned to it within the last year, 
pel me again to draw your attention to the subj 
increase © of the corps of engineers. Although ung 
cessity has long existed for the adoption of some n 
by which the means of the de partment wo ual 11 b 
edtoa degree commensurate with its duties, yet 
cessity has never been so great as at the present | 
must kave appeared in the course of the preced 
of this report. 

It has been seen that, in consequence of the 
provisions of the laws passed at the last session 
officers of engineers were withdrawn f 
superintendence of fortifications, to be placed in 
of the national road east and west of the Ohio river, 
for other objects not immediately connected with 
national defence; thus greatly impairing the efficienc) 
the corps for military purposes, and imposing upon ! 
department, in consequence, the necessity of 
operations at works previously commenced, 


gress, 





not 


am 








su 
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poning those for the commencement of others which are referred to this Department, is that suggested by your 
provided for by iaw. Thus circumstanced, it is due to | immediate predecessor, in his report upon this subject to 
that part of the public interest, entrusted to the care of} the House of Representatives, of the 13th January, 1831, 
this Departmen’, that I should now earnestly recommend | to which | beg leave to refer you. 

for your consideration a measure which has been so fre- All of which is respectfully submitted. 

quently urged by your predecessors upon the favorable C. GRATIOT, Brig. Gen. 

notice of Congress. ‘he increase which is proposed as Chief Engineer. 
being equal to subserve the wants of the service, and to : é 
ensure an efficient and beucficial discharge of the duties The Hon. Lewis Cass, Secrelary of bur. 
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ANNUAL REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 





In obedience to the directions of the * Act supplementary to the act to establish the Treasury Department,” 
the Secretary of the ‘I'reasury respectfully submits the following Report: 
I. OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES. 
The receipts into the Treasury, from all sources, during the year 1830, were - ~- $24,844,116 51 
The expenditures for the same year, including payments on account of the public debt, were, 24,585,281 55 
‘The balance in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1831, was 








- - - ~ 6,014,539 75 
‘The receipts from all sources, during the year 1831, were, ~ ~ ~ 28,526,820 82 
Viz 
Customs, - ~ ~ ~ - ~ - $24,224,441 77 
Lands, - - = = ~ - - ~ 3,210,815 48 
Dividends on Bank Stock, _ ~ ~ = 


- - - 490,000 UO 


7% on oe - 152,314 04 
First and second instalment under the Convention with Denmark, - 449,249 53 


lucidental Receipts, a _ 




















- - $34,541,360 57 








Making, with the balance, an aggregate of ~ - 










‘The Expenditures for the same year were, ~ - - - - - 30,058,446 12 
Viz. 

Civil List, Foreign Intercourse, and Miscellaneous, - - ~ $5,064,646 10 

Military Service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian affairs, pensions, arm- 
ing the militia, and internal improvements, - - - 6,943,238 73 

Nav«l Service, including the gradual improvement of the Navy, - 5,856,183 07 

Public Debt, - - - 


= ~ - ~ 16,174,378 22 


Leaving a balance inthe Treasury on the Ist of January, 1832, of ~ ~ ~ $4,502,914 45 
rhe Receipts into the Treasury, during the first three quarters of the present year, 











are estimated at - ~ ~ - - - $23,918,659 51 
Viz. 
Customs, - - - ~ - - $21,750,717 99 
Lands, - - ~ - ~ - 1,610,130 18 
Bank Dividends, - - - ~ - 490,000 00 


Incidental Receipts, 






The receipts for the fourth quarter, including the third instalment of the Danish 
Indemnity, are estimated at - - - - - $7,834,000 00 


_ 


- 7 $31,752,659 51 
$36,255,573 96 








Making the total estimated receipts of the year, - 


And, with the balance on the Ist of January, 1832, forming an aggregate of - - 

The expenditures for the first three quarters of the present year are estimated at $23,868,691 81 
Viz. 

Cwil List, Foreign Intercourse, and Miscellaneous, - $3,663,955 42 

Military Service, including Fortifications, Ordnance, Indian Af 
fairs, Pensions, Arming the Militia, and Internal Improve- 











ments, - - - ~ - 5,655,280 52 
Naval Service, including the gradual improvement of the Navy, 3,213,597 98 
ublic Debt, m i . « < 11,335,857 89 









The expenditures for the fourth quarter, including $6,744,199 57 on account 
of the public debt, are estimated, on data furnished by the respective De- 
partments, at = ~ Bs - - - - $10,742,774 22 
a os on $54,611,466 03 
And leaving in the Treasury on the Ist of January, 1833, an estimated balance, including the 
Danish Indemnity, of - - - ~ - ~ - - $1,644,107 93 
This bal 


lance, however, includes the funds estimated at $1,400,000, heretofore reported by this Department as 





Making the total estimated expenditures of the year, - 











not effective. 
Vhe 







appropriations remaining unsatisfied at the close of the year are estimated at $6,308,421 25; but, of this 
‘mount, it is estimated by the proper Departments— 


Vou. IX. —E 
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1, That the sum of $5,475,202 26 only will be required for the objects for which they were appropriated. 
2. That the sum of {652,198 27 will not be required, and may, therefore, be considered as ai: excess of appro. 
priation, and is proposed to be applied, without being re-appropriated, in aid of the service of the year 1835, 
will more fully appear when the estimates of the appropriations for that year are presented. 

3. That the sum of $181,020 72 will be carried to the surplus fund, either because the objects for which it 
was appropriated are completed, or because these moneys will not be required for, or can no longer be applied 
to them. 

if. OF THE PUBLIC DEBT, 


The disbursements on account of the public debt during the year 1832, will amount, as has been 
already shown, to - _c - - - - - —_ 

Of which there will have been applied to the payment of principal, - $17,302,410 82 

And to interest, - - - - - - 777,646 64 

Of this sum, all over the annual appropriation of ten millions of dollars will have been applied, with the President’ 
sanction, under the discretionary authority granted by the act of the 24th of April, 1850. 

The stocks which will have been redeemed, by the application of this sum, during the year, are as follows: 
The residue of the four and a half per cent. stock, issued under the act of the 24th of May, 1824, 

being the last of the stock, issued for the purchase of Florida, - _ - $1 
The whole of the three per cent. stock, issued under the act of the 4th of August, 1790, be ing the 

last of the funded debt of the revolution - ~ - - - = 
One half the exchanged four ayda half per cent. stock, issued under the act of 26th May, 1824, 
And the whole of the exchanged five per cent. stock, issued under the act of 20th April, 1822, 

Which two last mentioned stocks are parts of the debt arising out of the late war. 
Also certain portions of the old registered debt, which have been presented for payment, being 

part of the unfunded debt of the revolution, - - - ~ ~ - 231 

The whole of the public debt, which, by the terms of the several loans, the United Ssates have a right to red 
up to the 1st of January next, will have been then paid off: making the entire sum of about fifty-eight mill 
dollars, applied to the debt since the 4th of March, 1829. 
Ou the Ist of January next, the public debt will be reduced to $7,001,698 

Viz. 

1. The funded debt amounts to - - on ~ $6,962,660 28 
Consisting of the five per cents. issued under the act of the 3d of 

March, 1821, and redeemable after the Ist of January 1835, 
And the residue of the exchanged four and a half per cents. 

issued under the act of the 26th of May, 1824, and redeema- 

ble after the 31st of December, 1833, - - - 2,227,363 98 


ayerl, 


2. The unfunded debt amounting to - - 


Consisting of the registered debt, being claims registered prior 

to the year 1798, for services and supplies during the Revolu- 

tionary War, — ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $27,602 46 
Treasury notes, issued during the late war, ~ - 7,116 00 
And Mississippi Stocks —- ~ ~ ~ - 4,320 09 

These three last sums, composing the unfunded debt, are payable on the presentation of the certificates. 

After the 1st of January next, no part of the public debt, except the remaining fragments of the untunded debt, 
of which only small portions are occasionally presented, will be redeemable betore the following year: and, though 
there will be in the ‘Treasury, during the year, ample means to discharge the whole debt, they can be applied « 
to the purchase of stock at the market price. Itis now manifest, that, if the Bank shares had been sold, and 
proceeds applied to this object, the entire debt might, in this manner, have been extinguished within the present 
year. But it is, nevertheless, pleasing to reflect, that, after the present year, it may be considered as only a nomi- 
nal debt; as the Bank shares, which have been actually paid for within the last four years, by the redemption oft 
stock subscribed for them, are greater in value than the whole amount of that debt: and the debt itself ceases to 
be a burthen, inasmuch as the dividends derived from the Bank shares yield more to the Treasury than will be re 
quired to pay the interest. ‘The debt may, therefore, be considered as substantially extinguished after the first of 
January next; which is earlier than was looked for under the most prosperous an.l economical administratioa of ou 
affairs that could have been anticipated. It will, nevertheless, be gratifying to the national pride, that every thing 
having even the appearance of debt should cease; and measures will therefore be adopted to invite the early | 
sentation of all the outstanding stocks, that they may be paid off as fast as the means are received, and the evide 
of the public debt finally cancelled. 1t will be a proud day for the American people, when, to all these honor 
characieristics, which have rendered their career some morable among nations, they shall add the rare happiness 


of being a nation without debt. 


Il. OF THE ESTIMATES OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 1835 


The statement already presented, shows that the receipts from Customs, during the present year, will exceed the 
estimate submitted at the last session of Congress. It is true that duties toa considerable amount received in Uus 
year, will hereafter be returned under the 18th section of the act of the 14th of July last, for altering the duties on 
imports. But, as those duties are not to be returned until after the 3d of March next, and as in the mean time they 
will be available means in the Treasury, they will be so treated, and the probable amount of them will be deducted 
from the estimated amount of the duties receivable in 183 

Notwithstanding the unusually large importations in 183 


3 
1, those of 1832 have also been large—being estimated, 
for t:e year ending on the 30th of September last, at $100,652,677 in value. The exports have somewhat es 


ecedcd those during the same period in 1831—being estimated at $87,057,945 in value ; of which $65,074,51> were 
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domestic, aM Pew, 4-9 Of lorergn articies bhese i j ‘ BOL OMY § raAClOVy ith re 
nexion with the finances, but as indicating a prosperous cendition of commerce. foseisa 
The duties which accrued during the first three quarters of the present year are estimated at $24,505,009, and 
those for the fouth quarter at $4,891,000. Though the proceeds of these duties will form a considerable portion 
| of the receipts into the Treasury from customs during the year 1333, yet it is to be observed, that, as the terms of 
credit will be much shortened on importations subsequent to the 3d March next, a ‘greater portion of the duties 
accruing within the year will be received in that year than heretofore. At the sume time, the bonds given on previ- 
ous importations, at the present terms of credit, will continue to fall due as before ; and the combined operation of 
these two causes will increase the proportion which the actual receipts within the year will bear to the accruing du- 


































































37 4f ties, relatively both to past and future years. 
From data in possession of the Department, it is estimated tat the duties which will be returned out of the re- 
venue of 1833, after the 3d of March next, upon merchandise deposited under the 18th section of the act of the 14th 
sident’s of July last, may be estimated at $2,500,000, Though these data are necessarily in a great degree conjectural, 
they are sufficient for the present purpose in the present estimate. It is proper to be remarked, however, that if a 
broader operation be given by Congress to the provisions of that section than it has received at the Department, the 
amount will be proportionably increased. 
24 01 A considerable reduction, estimated at not less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, from the amount re- 
ceivable from customs in the present year, has also resulted from the refunding of duties heretofore collected, and 
705 7 perhaps an equal amount from the cancelling of bonds, failing due on vail-road ion, agrecably to the act of the last 
1 ession. But as this has consisted in part of the drawback of duties taken in previous years, the amount forms no 
704 77 criterion for the future. 
It has been shown that the actual receipts from public lands during the present year will fall much short of the 
estimate presented at the last session. The sales were necessarily aifected by the extensive measures adopted in 
257 84 the Westcrn and Northwestern country to expel the recent Indian incursions. Owing, also, to the want of the re- 
r turns of surveys and plats, which the Surveyors General found themselves unable to supply, lands expected to have 
i been sold were not brought into market. It is believed, however, that the receipts from this source will be some- 
what larger next year, 
,f According to the best judgment the Department is able to form on the subject, the receipts into the Treasury 
from all sources, during the year 1835, may be estimated at — - - ~ - $24,000,000 00 
\ 2 ———————— 
Customs, - ~ - - - - sas ws = $21,000,000 
Public Lands, - - ~ _ - - ~ ~ 2,500,0u0 
Bank dividends, and incidental and miscellaneous receipts, of ull other kinds, —- 500,000 
enditures for the year 1833, for all objects other than the reimbursement of the Public 
Jebt, are estimated at ~ _ - - - - - - = 17,633,577 35 
( “ “ a -~ 3,045,361 70 
Military service, including fortifications, ordnance, Indian affairs, pensions, arming the 
militia, and internal improvements, - - - - - 6,878,790 09 
Revolutionary pension, under the act of the 7th of June, 1832, including arrearages 
from the 4th of March, 1831, in cases in which payment has not been made, 4,000,000 00 
Naval service, - - - - - - - - 3; d 7,4 29 38 
Interest on the Public Debt, - - - ~ ~- ~ - 336,996 18 
During the year 1833, however, the moneys which have been received in the Treasury from Den- 
dd mark, within the two last and present years, fer the payment of the indemnities due to American 
, though citizens under the Convention, will be payable, estimated at - - - _ 694,000 00 
lied only Which, added to the expenditures, will make the aggregate charge upon the Treasury for the year, 
and the exclusive of reimbursement of the Public Debt, ~ ~ ~ - ~- = 18,332,577 
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anon In the year 1833, the first instalment pavable under the Convention with France, for indemnities to American citi- 
+ oft zens, will also be received into the Treasury, though it will form no part of the disposable means, 
soars | taking an average of the importations for the last six years os a probable criterion of the ordinary impertations for 
Hib some years to come, the revenue from customs, at the rates of duty payable after the 3d March next, may be estimated 
e firs at eighteen millions annually. The public lands, bank dividends, and other incidental receipts may be estimated at 
on of ou three millions—making an aggregate revenue of about twenty-one millionsa year. In the last annual report on the 
i 2 state of the finances, tie probable expenses for all objects otlier than the public debt, were estimated at fifteen mil- 
arly | lions. This is still believed to be a fair estimate; and, if so, there will be an annual surplus of six millions of dollars. 
vidlences Still firmly convinced of the truth of the reasons then presented for a reduction of the revenue to the wants of the 
onorable Government, | am again urged by a sense of duty to suggest that a further reduction of six millions of dollars be mage, 
ap pines to lake effect after the year 1833. Whether that shali consist altogether of a diminution of the duties on imports, or 
' partly of a rel nquishment of the public lands as a source of revenue, as then suggested, it-will be for the wisdom of 
Congress to determine. 
AR 15 W thout adverting, in unnecessary details, to the considerations in favor of lessening the existing duties, which ] 
cceed th Hac the AOnor to present, as weil in the last annual report, as in that called for by special resolutions of the House 
ot te of Representatives, 1 deem it proper to observe, that in my own mind these considerations have lost wone of their 
uties ( force, but have derived new weight from subsequent reflection. 
ime they fie purity and simplicity of the institutions under which it lias pleased Providence to make us a great and prosper- 
deducte OUS Nations the tew o rye cts——and those of a general nature—to which the powers of the Federal Government ‘can 
be appropriately applied; and the great diversity of interests, which, from their local and geographical pos tion, 
_ : prev ail in the several States composing the Union, unpcriously require that the amount of the public expenditure 
what ex sould De regul led by a prudent economy, and that no greater amount of revenue should be collected from the 
3135 were | fe than may be necessary for such a scale ot expend Wee 
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Report of the Secretary of the Treasury y 


The main purpose of taxation by the General Govern- 

ment, according to the spirit of the constitution, undoubt- 
edly is to pay the debts and to provide for the common 
defence and general welfare of the Union, by the means 
confided to Congress. It is freely a.imitted that this pow- 
er may and ought to be directly exerted to counteract fo 
reign legislation injurious to our own enterprise, and in- 
cidentally to protect our own industry, more especially 


those branch: s “ necessary to preserve within ourselves | 


the means of national detence and independence.” And, 
although the exercise of the power in either case must 
necessarily depend upon the cause which may call it 
forth, the powers of taxation imposing large and perma 
nent burthens for the encouragement of particular class: s 
cannot be exercised—and by slender majorities—consist- 
ently with a proper regard to the equal rights of all: and 
it is not to be concealed that a permanent system of high 
protecting duties directly tends to build up favored classes 
ultimately prejudicial to the safety of the State. 

Deeply impressed with these reflections, which are 


now rendered more urgent, by the reduced and limited | 
demands of the public service, I had the honor, at the | 


rivalry of foreign nations, and to prevent ties W prejudi. 
cial influence upon American industry; ; to indemn fy 
the latter against the superior skill, and capital, ayJ 
cheapness of labor in older and more experienced cor). 
tries, and to succor American capital, which the eveyss 
of the late war had devoted to manufacturing employ. 
ments, recommended an occasional extension of that po. 
licy which has been liberally enjoyed by the man ; tcl 


ring cl.sses since the act of the 4th of July, 1789. Ip 


the. course of that time, however, the capital and resour. 
| ces of the country have augmented in a ratio beyond || 


| visions in the United States, and the surprising i 


last session of Congress, to recommend a reduction of the | 


duties to the revenue standard. 
similar considerations, and of that recommendation, may 
be supposed to have received, at that time, the sanction 
of Congress, and to have formed a motive of the 
the 14th of July last; notwithstanding it was not then 


deemed practicable fully to a.lopt the recommendation of 


the Department. By that act, however, besides the posi- 
tive reduction both in the rate and in the amount of duty, 
the expediency of adapting the revenue to the expendi 


ture, and of equalizing the public burthens, was, toa | 


great extent, acknowledged, and the oppressive system 
of minimums was, for the most part, abolished. By that 
act also, those erticles principally necessa~y for the main- 
tenance and clothing of the laborers of the South and 
Southwest were, to a certain degree, relieved; and, both 
by its direct enactments,and as incident tu its main scope, 
it encouraged an increased consumption cf such articies 


as depended for their fabrication upon the raw materials | 


and productions of the South. 
as practicable in general use, cotton fabrics, for those 


portant ubject of the bill presented from this Department. 

In the reduction then recommended, the necessity of 
adapting the preposed changes to the safity of existing 
establishments, raised up under the 
gislation, and deeply jnvabring the interests of large por- 
tiens of the Union, was distinctly recognised; anid it is 
still deemed to be not less imperious, in the further chan- 
ges which may be considered expe tient. 


act of 


The force of these andi | 


‘To extend and improve | 
the demand for those productions, by substituting, as far | 
| fita 


made of materia!s from other countries, was not an unim- | 


expectations and h »pes of the most sanguine. Americar 
enterprise and ingenuity are, everywhere, proverbia 
the ubjects of admiration, and in many branches ma 
tain, without extraordinary aid, a successful competition 
with those of other nations. By the abundance of | 


y ' 


of population, the wide-spread facilities of water-pow 
er, the improvements as well in personal skill as_ in 
chinery of all kinds, and the general advancement and 
diffusion of all the lights of arts and science, and | 
duction of duty both on the raw material and ot\e: 
cles of consumption, the cost of labor and pr 
have not only been lessened, but in a great measure 
equalized; and, in this view of the subject, it is not per 
ceived that there can now exist the same necessity for 
high protecting duties as that which-was consulted in our 
past legislation. ‘To perpetuate a system of encour 
ment, growing out of a different state of things, » 
be to confer advantages upon the manufacturing 
ere not enjoyed by any other branch of lavor in the | 
ed] States, and to convert the faver and bounty of 
Government into permanent obligations of right—a 
ing strength in proportion to their continuance. 
It will be conceded that when the fair rate 
attendant upon the sagacious employment of c 
the United States, is satisfactori ly. ascertain.d, it 1 
wise so far to protect any important branch ag 
injurious effects of foreign rivalry, as may be nec: 
preserve fur it the same rate of profit as is e 
others. If, however, by protective legis: 
wise, the proprictor of an actual capital shall be 
to employ it in manufactures as advantageously and 
bly as in any other branch of labor, all things « 
dered, he could not reasona bly demand more. I 


c ty 
ol pt 


ition, 


| of protection which should ¢ nable manufactur 


conducted upon borrowed capital, to indemnity 


| lender, and, in addition,fto reulize the}regular rate of | 


auspices of past le- | 


| confl.ct with the general mass of the people. 
Such necessity, | 


however, arises rather froma just ancl prudent regard to | 


the rights and interests of the whole community, than 
from any absolute pledge of the national faith, uncon- 
trolled by circtrmstances. ‘The principles’of our repubdli- 
can institutions discountenance any system of leg'slation 
notin the nature of a compact, independent of the popu 
lar will, tending to defeat the action of the constituest 
upon the representative, and to exclude the operation of 
changes in the condition of public affairs, or in pu lic opi- 
nion, upon the vational councils. Ln this, as wall other 
instances, the cases v lich call for the legislative uction 
must determise its duration; and that legislation, espe- 
cially, which confers favors upon part cular classes, has 
no other claim to permanence than its tendency to ad- 
vance the interest and prosperity of the whole. 

‘Yo aid American enterprise in every branch of labor, 
and, by seasonable enc:uragement, to foster and pre- 
serve within ourselves the means ot national defence and 
independence, led to the protective system in the infan- 
cy of the Government. ‘To counteract the policy 


| manutactured article a higher degree of 


| be an accumulation of power in the hands ct 


fit for itself, would not mcrely confer undue | favor 
the manufacturer, atthe expense of every othe: 
ment, but bring the influence of the capitalist i 

It 
means there Wo 


even be apprehended that by such 


pa 
classes, strong*@nough to control the Governm 
If these observations are entitled to respect, litle 
is entertained that in a tariff framed on proper Pp! 
the reduction of six millions, now recommended, 
the most part be made upon those commonly ¢ 
nated protected articies, without prejudice to th 
sonable claims of ¢ xisting establishments. 

By the act of the 14th of July last, the anom 
tariff of the United States, by which heavy and | 
some duties were imposed upon the raw mate 
especially upon the article of wool, was continu 
the necessity was thereLy created of retaining 

prote ( 
in uu 


would otherwise have been necessary. here 


| this anomaly, in stead of equalizing the burihen: 


an’! | produced, 





people, eugene nts that of the consumer by incr 


number of favored classes. Proper attention to tie 
lity and cheapness of producing, and the amount 
of the raw material in the United States, “is 








ae 


Report of the Seer tary ¢ of t the Treasury. 12d Conc. 2d Ss 


an examination of the information collected by this De- 
ee and transmitted to the House of Representatives 
it their last session, will show, that, in the extension of 
mar wifactures, and in the augmentation of a sure market, 

ie producer of the raw material has long since been in a 
condition to dispense with a great portion of the protec- 
tion he retofore aff rded, By the same information it will 
appear, that, by 
then of the high ay upon the raw material, the existing 
duties may be very materially reduced and gradually re- 
moved, consiste ntly with a j ist regard to the interests 
which have so long enjoyeu the advantages of the pro- 
tective system. 

By these consi 
fact that there no | mger exists any public debt requiring 
the present amount of revenue after the ensuing year, the 
question is submitted to the Legislature, whether they 
will continue to raise from the people of the United 
States six millions of dollars annually, beyond any demind 
for the public service; that favors, which have been so 
long enjoyed, and which may soon be dispensed with, 
without de‘riment to the national safety or independence, 
may be indefiritely continued. 





T! e undersi; ened i is duly sensible that the decision of 


his question bel longs pre operly to Congress. ‘The duty, 
he wwever, enjoined on him by the laws, to digest and pre- 
pare plans for the improvement and management of the 
revenue, and for the support of public credit, not less 
than the deep solicitude he fee Is for the safety of our 
common country ha e urged him to present it, with his 
he consideration of the = egislatuy 

In the decision of ‘this question, the present crisis in 


own reflections, fo 








relieving the manufacturer from the bur- | 


‘rations, and the proud and gratifying | 
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|toit at the Tre isury, being, in some respects, dilferent 
from that which the merchants concerned consider im- 
portant to their interests, it is deemed proper to bring 
the subject before the attention of Congress, that, if 
owing to any defect in the law, or any error in the con- 
struction, the intentions of the Legislature have not been 
carried into effect, the necessary remedy may be applied. 

By that section the several articles enumerated in the 
act, whether imported before or aftcr the passing thereof, 
| were authorized to be put into custom-house stores; and 
such as remained under the control of the proper officer 
of the customs on the 3d of March ne ext, W ere s subjected to 
| no higher duties than if imported after that day; and the 
duties er any part thereof which may have been paid on 
such articles were to be refunded to the person importing 
and depositing the same: and the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury was authorized to prescribe such rules and 
las might be necessary to carry the section into effec 

In executing the section, the fullest disposition was 
felt to consult the interest and eskitedaain of the mer- 
|chants; but it was perceived that an unlimited const: 
tion of its terms was calculated not merely to conflict 
| with the several members of the same section, and with 
other sections of the act, but to disturb the financial 
rangements of the Government, and postpone the pay 
| of the public debt. 

in the last annual report from this De as well 
as in that prep pers by direction of the "Flo ise of Repre- 

‘niatives and accompanying the bill which formed the 
chicf basis of the act of the “Lath of July, it was stated 
that the i bhgations of the Govern: 


t 
than the interests of the community, forbade : 














ulations 








‘ul’ 


ot 











: ion 
the United States, pregnant with the deepe st interest, | of the present duties earlier than the 3d of March, : 
must have its weight—an interest arising not so much | and by the 2d section of the act this recomme: TT 
from an apprehension of weakness in the laws, or of ina- | was distinctly recogmsed and adopted. 
bility to execute them, as from a universal conviction, | Without some limitation, therefore, as to the retrospec- 
throughout a large portion of the Union, of the necessity | tive operation of 13th section, the object of the 2d 
of a change, and of the pene of paying a reas ee ciion woukd not only have been defeated, but the t 
deference to that opinion. The harmony and brother self would in fact have been rencered operative in all 
n of the citiz ne of d'ffe rent parts of this great aa past time, so faras concerned any gouds in riginal 
public, if not the preservation of the Union itself, appeal | packages, no matter when imported; and the owners, 
to the patriot and statesman for the exercise of their high- | whether importers or retailers, in all paris of the country, 
est qualities, In regulating the burthens of the people | would have had a right to deposit them in t custom- 
consistently with the equal rights of all, and in rendering | house stores, and claim a refunding of the 
the laws not less and equal than the instituti | By one of the provisions of t l ection, t autho. 
r which they are enacted. The oceasion invokes the | rity to refund es which had be | 1 articl 
spirit of liberal concession and compromise which laid the | posited is expre 





itions of our inestimable Union; and, on such an 
occusion, patriotism requires that no one interest should 
exact more than may be consistent with the weifare ot 

Such an appeal comes with force to all, but, 
sential mgnuer, may be made to those who have so long 
reaped the advantages of those burthens, from which 
r brethren throughout the Union, after having sub- 
mitied wlile the public obligations and the na 





miied to them, 
tio il def nce 
be relieved. 

li this appeal do not find a response ina wise and pa- 


on which the republican institutions of the Union 
pless solicitude of the Father of his country 
d lessons of patriotic duty; but none of great 
phasis and pertinence in the present crisis, than in 
his admonition that * it is indispensable, on all occasions 
founite wat lya d firm adherence to constitutional 

{ govermment, the fullest evidence of a dispositior 
as fur as may be practicable, to consult the wishes of every 











public administration in the affections of the people.” 


' 
44th of July last, according to the construction given 


in an es: | 


and independence required it, now ask to | | 


moderation, there will be no efficacy in the moral | 


community, and to lay the foundations of the | : 


xh section of the uct of the 


; to suppease truat 


that to claim a ref 








porter or owner” in other parts of the section w ul - 

led as synonymous. These terms, morcover, throug t 

lthe revenue laws refer to importation, and are intended 

| to sig ily the person importing, whether il pro- 

It my the agent, or the consignee. It S, also, 
iat by this construction ihe terms impor 

|notonly receive thew usual revenue meani 

j} reconciled with those of importer and de; 

|could not be, if the conjunction were to rece 

| pune iit ee 








jney out of the Treasury tor? ing t les auth z 

ed to be refur » the Dep ! s fully v anted 

pinterpreun the 15h se OR asa { th ile 

1 My Wich y hav ech pa ‘ if. 

{ pags oO i Aci, ani, ] iy, IM i : 

right of deposit to the g ods on which these duties 

i. But, tron a desire tu give the sect nas hberal 

Aconstiu aS Was ¢ insistent W hall "oO jects 

| of ie cl, was l ed tuo apy] ly to the whole of any 
| 
| 


ny stion on which any part of the duties remained 
i « ‘ 
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unpaid at the date of the law. And, to make this con- 


ZANIG, 


struction operate as equally and favorably among the im- | 


sist OR obbOUA MIG be GCoidkuid 


any part of it: the whole advance to be reimbu 


Sh peel ete tatde aioe eee ar 


those goods also upon which the duties had been paid i 
cash, provided, that by the terms of credit allowed . 
law, fresli duties on any part of them would not have 
been payable until after the date of the law. It is not 
believed, however, that any construction of the section | 
which will not admit of the deposit of goods when in | ment made by its agent as related to the purcliase of 
original packages, whether in the hands of the importer | stock, cn the ground of that provision in the ch 
or of any other person, and no matter when imported, | which declares that ‘* the Bank shall not be at |i 
will be satisfactory to the owners of such goods as may | purchase any public debt whatever.” In lieu of 
be imported ata Tow er rate of duty after the Sd of March, | pulation in the contract in regard to the anc 
But if it be the intention of Congress so to extend the | chased, it was in the same letter proposed that 1 
operation of the section, it is respectfully suggested, that | ficates should be transmitted without delay, ¢ 
as it will, in that case, necessarily embrace goods upon} Bank might receive payment for the owaers, \ 
which the fain s must have been accounted for and paid which it would not be in actual {possession of the | 
over to the Treasury,-an appropriation be made for re-| and that the stock being thus reimbursed to the 
paying the amount of such duties out of the Treasury. hoiders,the amount should be passed to their cre 
With a view to obtain reasonable cert ainty in the finan- | books of the Bank, and they continue to receive a 
cial operations of the Government, and at the si ‘s- | esto S per cent. payable quarterly, until Ist Oc 
tion of the collectors as to the res necessary. for e li is supposed to be optional with Messrs. Ba 
duties to be performe d by them: n executing the 18th | Brothers, & Co., and with the stockholders who 
section, a regulation was adop ed, fixing the time to | stipnlated for a postponement of payment, to co 
which goods might be depositec d, at 


purchases ot the three per cent.stocks were actua ly 
on account of the Bank to the amount of $1,474,827 
It is also understood that the Bank, by a lette: 
ils President to Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co., 
Isth October, 1832, disavowed so much of the arra 


i 
porters gene rally, as might be, it was allowed to include i Bank in October, 1833. Pursuant to this « 
| 


I 
c 


the Ist of January | the change proposed by the letter of the Pres 
next. It is, however, the intention of the Department | Bank of the 15th October, or to insist upon the p 
to extend the time, if it be found that the duties of the | ance of the original arrangement; and should they | 
collectors will admit of it. ie the latter course, the certificates. cannot be tin 
The alteration in many of the rates of duty, and the re- | surrendered before October, 1833. However 
peal of others, which have been effected by late acts of | | id notwithstanding the Bank has disavow¢ 
Congress, seem to require some corresponding modific: wity of the agent to purchase, it is certain tha 
tions of the provisions heretofore made for ascertaini g | lay for a considerable period of time has been an 
and securing the duties. 


\ 


But, as these details might be | yet be occasioned in the surrender of the certifica 
better brought to the attention of Congress in a separate tock toa large amount, and it is not perceived tha 
communication, if such be its pleasure, that course will | is any sufficient justification in the grounds of tix 
action as assumed by the Bank for an arrangement 
In the exposition of the public debt, presented in this | turin, by which so large an amount of the pe ) 
report, it has be¢ € a assumed that e three per cents, | Suoul | be retained by the Bank at the risk of the G 
advertised for yursement on the Ist of October last, | ment, after it had directed their application to. 
have been actually a id, because ie Treasury has pro. | ment of the public creditor. 
vided ample funds at the different loan offices for that It is apparent, however, that the apprehensions 
purpose, which, upon the icduelias of the certifi- | out of the arrangements, as it is understood to have 
cates, should have be« n ee ed to their payment. concluded by the agent of the Bank, and of t 
has recently been understood, however, that, on the 18th | quences to which it might lead, more especi 
of July last, the if the United States, on the | the parvies in Europe insist upen its fulfilm 
ground, as stated | ter of instructions, “that the | than the great amount of the Bank’s transac 
; wht occasion great embarrass. | cially in its Western branches, together with other | 
3s in the gen y, deemed it expedient | connected with its dealings, which have occupied 
) keep itself in an attitude to afford reli enon of one branch of the Legislature since t! 
position be necessary, and also to mitigate | nual report from this Department, have tend 
h the reimbursement of the thre ib the public confidence in the managem 
veld by foreigners might produce in Oct 2 slitution; and these, taken in connexion W 
) London to make an arrange. | cessury arrangements in anticipation of finally cl 
nt with the house of Baring, Brothers, & Co. for the poste | business, have suggest ed aninquiry into the s 
ponement of three milli ns, for which they were the ag Bank as the de pository of the public funds. 
of that house, a ilso for two millions in addition. lie obligation of the Government, however, 1! 
It | hat time, been ‘decided e Govern. | by the notice for the payment of the public de 
me at what period the whole of the | January at the several loan ofiic r 
| i gent of n this respect inexpedient-—at least wit! 
ngement for a pc onement for | an examination into the actual condition of te 
after that period, 1 ante | je ‘eto the institution, not less than to the « 


Sa iets: 


Ree cetera ere oe) 


> mean time. , required. Such an exam i 
led is authorized by the charter to make, li 
and it ts submitted to the wisd 
whether - shall be extended fur 
act of the 10th of May, 1800, 
rn rtfrom the Secretar y ol th 
) ty require that he should, 
ye information to Congress of an) 
’ if the amount { stock 5 xisting or apprehended, which ser 
fthat retained by the holders, should : lle nofthe revenue. And, in the 
3than five millions of dollars, Messrs. Ba- | duty, itis his painful task to advert to the 
& Co. should make up the deficiency in] agitation in the State of South Caro 








— — 
prevent, at an early day, the 
revenue laws within that State. 

Such steps as are authorizedand required by law have 
already been taken to the due collection of the revenue. 


execution of the present 
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Renort of the Commiliee of (Vays and Means. 
i . ‘ 


But, if the extraordinary measures which have been | 


commenced by those exercising the authority of that 
State should be carried out, to the extent which unhap- 
pily there seems too much reason to apprehend, it is clear 
that all the aids which the existing laws afford will be in- 
adequate to that object. Until, however, those measures 
shall be further matured, and more distinctly and officially 
knéwn to the Execttive, it is deemed proper to abstain 
from more specific reference to the subject in this report: 
though its great importance, and the deep solicitude 
which it has excited, have already directed the attention 
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During the same period that expenditure has been 
supplied by an aggregate amount of revere’ from various 
sources, but chiefly from the customs, of $157, 690,000, 
in addition to an unexpended balance in the Treasury at 
the commencement of that term, of 6,358,686 dollars, 
about one-sixth of which, consisting of the paper of broken 


| banks, and similar funds, has remained unavailable in the 


of the Departmeat to the remedies which that contingen- | 


cy may require. 

The notice of Congress is respectfully invited to the 
accompanying report from the Commissioner of the Ge- 
nail Land Office, showing the transactions in that branch 
e the public service during the present year, and exhib- 
iting both its present condition and the means deemed 
necessary by that officer for its proper and successful 
administration. 


All which is respectfully submitted 


LOUIS M’LANE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Treasuny Derantment, Dec. 5, 1832. 


Ix rae House or Representatives, Friday, Dec. 28, 1832, 


Mr. VERPLANCK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, made the following report, in reference to the 
bill to reduce and otherwise alter the duties on imports 
The Committee of Ways and Means, in obedience to 

the order of the House, have had under consideration so 

much of the Message of the President of the United 

States, referred to them, as relates to ** such further reduc. 


tion in the revenue as may not be required for objects of 


ener al we fare and public defence, 
const tution, 


authorized by 
? and now submit the full wing report; 
The whole of the debt of the nation remaining unpaid 
atthe expiration of the present year, amounts only to 
seven millions sixteen thousand dollars, 
the market value of the stock of the Bank ofthe United 
States owned by Government. The application of this 
fund alone, (independently of the other stocks in incor- 
porated companies subscribed, for and held by Govern 
ment, and amounting at its original or par value to the fur- 
ther sum of $1,880,000) may make the commencement of 
the next year the epoch of that ** happy and memorable 
event,” on the near approach of which the President has 
stly congratulated Congress and his fellow-citizens— 
the extinction of the public debt ofa great and free 
nation.”? The time and the occasion, whilst they are fitted 
to awaken the noblest feelings of the patriot, and to give 
mfidence and ardor to the principles and hopes of 
every friend of republican institutions, cull also upon us 
with equal force t cee those weighty and 


! 
the 


a sum less than 


“ 


honor 
able and practical duties to which we have been cordially 
invited by our Chief Magistrate—the removal of those 
financial * burthens which may be found to fall unequally 


upon any,” and the reduction of the revenue to such au 
limit as ** shall be consistent with the simplicity of an eco 


nomical Government, and necessary to 


” 


an efficient puoiic 
ec 


‘The examination of the general accounts of the receipts 


l expenditures of the Unite 1 States for the last six years 
esents the followi ie results The aggregate expendi- 
forthe six years ending "with the 3lst December 


. 5 
‘ : 
1552, (includi ng the estimated expenditure of the 


month,) amounts to 162,400,000 doilars. 


present 


Treasury. 

Deducting from these receipts and expenditures the 
amount received and paid out on account of claims of 
our ciiizens against foreign Governments, of which the 
Treasury was merely the channel of receipt and payment, 
there will result an annual average of /wenfy-siz millions 
of dollars of annual income, and an annual average ex- 
penditure absorbing this amount, together with the ba. 
lance in the Treasury at the end of 1826, amounting to 
nearly twenty-seven millions of collars a year, 

During the same period 80,178,000 dollars of public 
debt was paid off, leaving an average annual amount of 
expenditure for all other purposes, of something less 
than thirteen millions five hundred thousand dollars. 

These amounts are stated in round numbers, as they 
are sufficiently accurate forall the purposes of this report, 
and present the views of the committee, unembarrassed 
with minute detail, in a minute, perspicuous manner. 

In the gross sum upon which this average annual ex- 
penditure is calculated were included the payment for 
the settlement of the claims of Massachuseits, Virginia, and 
South Carolina, the large expenditure consequent on the 
emigration of the Indian tribes, and the ext inguishi nent 
of Indian titles, all made during the last three years. 
Making allowance for these extraordinary expenses, the 
income necessary for the ordinary operation of Govern. 
ment, providing liberally for an efficient civil, military, 
and naval service, need not amount to more than thirteen 
millions of dollars annually, including the Pension sys- 
tem of former years. This calculatio n, deduced by the 
committee from the Treasurer’s accounts from 1827 to 
1832 inclusive, corresponds in its result very nearly with 
one furnished by the Treasury Department, founded on 
somewhat different data, by which the average expendi- 
ture of six years, from 1826 to 1831 inclusive, for all or- 
dinary and fixed expenses, together with those of a less 
permanent character, but growing out of the regular and 
long continued policy of our legislation, as for fortifica- 
tions, navy yards, light-houses, &c., is stated at 13,148,- 
000 dollars. To this sum the act 
tending the system of revolutionary pensic MS, Wi ll require 
for some years, an additional sum, “ hich is not yet fully 
ascertained, but is certainly not le ss than one million of 
if another annual million be added to the en. 
larged expenses of our present Indian policy, for the 
erection of custom-house and public stores, for future and 
en contingencies of all sorts, including those of 
temporary collisions with foreign powers or the Indian 
tribes, the clear revenue of fifteen millions seems to 
ail that can be required for nat 
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timated as the proper permanent revenue of the nation 
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nor or prosperity of a nation stelle peace, yet prepared sion of intelligence and the iaterohé ange of corres 
for war, but moreover to leave such a balance, after de- | ence. 
fraying the ordinary charges of Government,as may meet The only sources of revenue on which the comn 
any unusual and unexpected demands, other than those propose to rely, are the Public Lands and the Custo: 
which would arise from a state of regular and long conti- The public Lands, at the present system of sale 
nued warfare. ‘The chance, too, of an accidental and | now sately be calculated as producing an annual i: 
temporary diminution of revenue fora year or two, eris- | of two millions and a half. 
ing from the fluctuations of trade, or the political changes It is true that various plans for disposing of these jai 
of foreign nations, presents also another strong argument | in such a manner as to withdraw the proceeds i 
for assuming a liberal scale of revenue. general funds of the Treasury, have been propo 
‘Yo this annual amount, however, of jifleen millions, | the highest authority. The committee do not p: 
the’revenue must be reduced. All beyond this, must | to enter into any discussion of the merit of thes 
be a neediess burden upon the people—a tax _- | positions. Until it be altered by legislation, they :. 
ing, directly or indirectly, upon the land and Ixbor of the | regard the actual system as the settled policy of the ( 
country, certainly injurious in its effects, and probably | vernment. They must, however, observe, that 
unequal, enabling the Treasury only to divide and dis: | that policy be changed, such alteration w ouk lno 
t our public councils, by tempting to expen iditures | cessily overthrow or disarrange the plan of finan < 
mibtful constitutional right, or inconsistent | proposed. | 
s pes city of republican institutions, staining Throwing out of account altogether the large ; ‘ 
' 
i 
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‘purity and hazarding their permanence. | expended in former years by the United States in 
‘The act of 1832 has made a partial reduction towards | ing this territory, either by arms or by purcliase, t 
this point. But under this act the revenue from the cus- | with the past expenses s of our land system, as 5 
toms for the next year is calculated in the report of the | quidated by the proceeds of the sales, there a: 
Secretary of the Treasury at about eighteen millions.— | current expenses now defrayed from the general { 
This is made upon an estimate founded on the average the Treasury, which might be justly chargeable u; 
importation of the last six years. The probable average come from the lands, should that be mad 
of the next six years, for reasons which will be hereafter fund, and which, if paid from thence, would thus 
stated, will exceed that estimate. If to this sum be add- | minish the amount of revenue necessary to be draw 
ed the income of the public lands, the ‘Treasury would | other sources—These are, Ist, The expenses of t/ 
receive, under that act, a revenue, for some years here- Sys/em tlself—about 25, 000 dollars annnually. 
after, of not less than twenty millions anda half, and pro- 21. The expenses of Indian annuities, Educa! 
bably of more than twenty-five millions, exhibiting an | other stipulations arising under the treaties by whic 
annual excess of from five to nine millions over the just | have obtained possesssion of these lands. These, 
uses of the Government, taxing every family in the Unit- | exclusive of the charge of Indian emigration, amou 
ed States to its share, or more than its share, of that un- t to $392,700 a year, and will probably be m 
called fur excess. reased before the final extinguishment of the ! 
This excess, in the opinion of the committee, should | title. 
be reduced by the present Congress, and at the present 3d. Revolutionary Penstons.—The original title 
time. ‘The extinguishment of the debt, and the com. | great part of these lands arose from the grants and | 
mencement of the new Presidential term, mark this asa fit | of the States to the Confederacy for tle ae se ot 
season for permanent fiscal regulations. It is vitally im- | mon defence and general welfare, during the wat 
portant, too, to all engaged in any of those numerous | Revolution, and they have been again and aguin sol: 
commercial, manufacturing, or agricultural enterprises, | pledged for the debts of the nation. The pensions 
which are affected by changes in the rates of impost, | received by the surviving soldiers of the Revoluti 
and ure more exposed to suffer from uncertainty than | at first granted under the harsh and unjust nan 
even from error in legislation, now to know the intention | tional bounty. But the act of 1828, and that of 1 
und policy of this Government in regard to their several | have now placed them on the more sound as well asn 
interests. The occasion, too, of economical reduction, | constituth nal ground of payment of revo lution ary 
{fords a propitious opportunity to make such are-ad-; and an equitable, though not literal fulfilment of 
vent of the rates of impost as may distribute and | neglected and violated contracts. 
equalize, amongst all, those burthens which may be Vie pensions for the next two years will probu! 
found to fall unequally upon any”—whether pressing | (for as yet the exact amount cannot be ascertained 
vith peculiar hardship upon any class of the community, | two millionsa year. But this sum depending uj 
or any species of lab or in any section of the country. lives of old men, all about seventy years of ege, mus 
iseeply impressed by these considerations, the com- | pidly decrease, and in a very few years cease ¢ 
have prepared a bill for reducing and otherwise | Should these pensions be considered fur the present 
the rates of duties upon foreign merchandise, charge apon the lands, it would be tem 
uldit meet with the approbatien of Congress, | Within four or five years the greater part of the 
a basis for our financial system for many | and ina few years more the whole would be lib 
and at either period the surplus from this source 
ng out of view for the present the progressive | be applied as the wisdom of Congress may «direct, kk 
n that expediency and even justice may require, | the revenue from the customs sufficient for «ll 
y have fixed the revenue to be ultimately raised at a} heads of public expenditure. 
sum not enceeming fifteen millions. The stocks owned by There then remains to be raised by the 


a ant 
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Government, — regard solely as an offset to the re-| foreign merchandise, to meet ail other charge 


tingencies than those just recapitulated, the s 
policy, can | mi/lions and a half. 
Without urgent necessity, that the Post Office The average value of all the imports, from 1 
be made a source ofrevenue. It should bear its | inclusive, is 86,200,000 dollars a year. The w 
kpense and no more. Its whole profits should be | the six years immediately preceding 
, as they have heretefore been, to the improve ment | lars, showing an average increase of 5 


‘justice, nor any principle of liberal 
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nsion of the system, giving the greatest possible | six years, or about six snd a half per cen 
at the least possible private charge, to the diffe- | tation arose solely from the natural increas 
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and of domestic products suited for export. ‘There can, 
therefore, be little doubt that, without any change in the 
existing tariff, the same rate of increase would go on— 
not regularly, but holding good as to any average of a suc- 
cession of peaceful years. 
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incidental security to existing manufactures, but even in- 
duced new investments of capital. So well does it appear 
to have been adjusted in regard to woollens, that the ma- 
nufacturers of these goods, examined by the Committee 
on Manufactures of this House, in 1828, generally agreed 


On this principle of calculation alone, the average ofj that their business was in a more flourishing state under 


the next period of years would be ninety-two millions. 
But the operation of the revenue system now proposed, 
as compared with those of 1824 and 1828, would relieve 
the consumers of imported goods from a tax of twelve 
millions a year. ‘These twelve millions heretofore paid 
by the American people to their Government, and by that 
Government principally to the public creditors abroad, 
will remain in the power of the consumer, to be applied 
according to his wants, habits, and tastes, in procurmg an 
equal value of the other necessaries, comforts, or luxu- 
ries of life, probably, in a great degree, in an increased 
consumption, or in the use of a higher quality of the goods 
he had been accustomed te purchase. From the opera- 
tion of this and other obvious causes, springing from a 
more moderate tariff on foreign manufactures, the average 
importation of the next six years may be safely computed 
at a further addition of at least eight, perhaps twelve 
millions, making a gross importation of above one hundred 
millions in value, and not much varying from the large 
importation of 1831 and 1832. 

Judging from the experience of former years, one-sixth 
in value ef the amount imported will be re-exported in 
our foreign exchanges, and about one-fifth of the gross 
revenue received from duties will be absorbed in ex- 
penses of collection, or repaid in drawback upon re-ex- 
portation. 

‘Twelve millions and a half of revenue is then to de 
raiséd upon about eighty-four millions of imports, used 
or consumed in the United States, or, deducting there- 
from the imports of specie, and of many other articles, 
which public policy, the security of the revenue, and va- 
rious other motives have made free of duty, upon be- 
tween sixty-five and seventy millions of dutiable commo- 
dities, according as the list of free goods is made more or 
less extensive. 

The committee, in the bill herewith reported by them, 
have endeavored to arrange the duties with reference to 
this principle, at rates of from ten to twenty per cent., 
varying from them chiefly in those instances where na- 
tional independence in time of war seemed to demand 
some sacrifice in peace, (as in regard to iron and lead,) 


where it was thought that a higher or lower rate of duty | 


would be of advantage to the revenue, without any indi- 
vidual injury, (as in the case of spirits,) or where some 
branch of industry might be materially benefited by low 
imposts on some of its raw materials. On many articles, 


the tariff of 1816 than under the higher protection of 
1824, 

It has, however, been the wish of the committee to 
guard against a sudden fluctuation of the price of goods, 
whether in the hands of the merchant, the retailer, or 
manufacturer. 

With that view they have made the reduction upon the 
more important protected articles gradual and progres- 
sive. The higher rate of duties for the next year, which 
result from this principle, if calculated upon the amount 
of importation assumed as a probable basis for the esti- 
mates of future years, would produce a revenue for the 
year 1834 unnecessarily large. 

But commercial experience has repeatedly shown that, 
with the prospect of an early and large reduction of im- 
port, importation is generally closely limited to the imme- 
diate consumption of the country, and the certain demands 
of foreign trade; and that, therefore, unless this law is 
disturbed by some other powerful counteracting cause, 
it is not probable that the aggregate importation of that 
year will fall short of the average value assumed, and the 
revenue will not much exceed that estimated for the per- 
manent income of the treasury. Should it prove other- 
wise, from any cause which cannot now be anticipated, 
the unexpended surplus will remain asa balance in the 
treasury to meet the contingencies of future years. 

The committee, perceiving no sufficient reason why 
the consumer of foreign luxuries should not pay a share 
of the public burdens, propose to raise the rates of du- 
ties upon silks nearer to the average rate of duties impos- 
fon by the bill than they are under the act of 1832. They 
also propose to fix a moderate specific duty equal to about 
ltwenty per cent. on the value upon teas, which were 
made wholly free by the act of the last summer. This 
has been added from a motive of financial prudence, lest 
the revenue from the customs should, from any modifica- 
tion of the bill, or otherwise, fall short of the estimate, or 
the proceeds of the public lands should ke, in part, di- 
| verted to some other source, in which case an increased 
jrevenue would be derived from this source of about 
iseven hundred thousand dollars, calculated on the rather 
short importation of teas in the last year. Should this 
sum not be needed for the public service, it may be re- 
|pealed without affecting the other parts of the system. 

A detailed statement of the operation of the bill has 
|been prepared, calculated upon the actual imports of 








such as wines, spirits, iron, &e., experience has shown | 1831, a year of larger importation than any former year, 
that fraud can only be prevented by specific duties on |but which will, it is thought, not exceed the average of 
weight or measure; and as the rates must be graduated on | future years, under the operation of a tariff such as that 
the mean value of commodities of the same class or name, |now proposed. 


they may sometimes fall heavily on particular kinds or 
qualities of them. 

In adjusting the several duties, they have conformed, | 
unless some strong reason for a different rate was per-| 
ceived, to those of the tariff act of 1816, with its short 
supplementary act of 1818. The act of 1816 was framed 
with great care and deliberation by some of our ablest 
statesmen, looking, at the same time, to the revenue then | 
so particularly necessary for the discharge of our large 
war debt, and to the preservation, during a violent tran- 
sition from war to peace, of the numerous manufactures 
that had grown up under the double duties, and the prac- 


House or Revresentatiy Es, February 28, 1833. 


Mr. ADAMS, by direction from the majority of the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, moved that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the mat- 
ters referred to them by the House; and on the part 
of the minority of the same committee, he present- 
ed the following report on so much of the President’s 
annual message to Congress as relates to domestic 
manufactures, and the protection necessary to be afford- 
ed the same; referred to the committee by resolution 





tical prohibition of the embargo, the non-intercourse, and 
the war with Great Britain. ‘The vast increase of manu-| 
factures of all sorts in the United States during the eight 
years between 1816 and 1824, proves that the framers of | 
that tariff, in providing revenue, had not only given ample, | 
Vor. 1X,—F 


of the House, of 15th December, 1832. 


‘The subscribers, members of the Committee on Manu- 
factures, to which was referred so much of the message 
of the President of the United States to Congress, at the 
commencement of the present session, as relates to the 
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protection necessary to domestic manufactures, dissenting 
from the report of the majority of the committee, present 
herewith respectfully to the House their own views upen 
the subject referred by the House to the committee to 
report thereon. 

The parts of the message which relate to the protection 
necessary to domestic manufactures, may be considered 
separately or in connexion with other great national in- 
terests, forming the subject of the annual communication 
from the Chief of the Executive Department of the Go- 
vernment to the Legislature. In the message itself they 
are recommended to the consideration of Congress, in con- 
nexior with proposals for such further reduction in the 
revyenve as Hay not be required for the objects of genera} 
welfare and public defence, which the constitution au- 
thorizes, and for which reduction the occasion is stated by 
the President to result from the impending final dis- 
charge of the national debt; an event on the occurrence 
of which the subscribers most cordially sympathize with 
the sentiments expressed by the President. They ,con- 
sider the final and total discharge of the public debt as a 
subject of grateful acknowledgment to the wisdom, 
energy, and fidelity to their trust, of those who preceded 
us in the management of our national concerns; of mutu- 
al gratulation to ourselves, who enjoy the benefits of this 
alleviation of the burdens cheerfully borne by our fa- 
thers, and hitherto by us, for the sacred preservation of 
the public faith; and of anticipated felicity to our succes- 
sors, in the exemption from burdens which we and our 
fathers have borne without murmuring or complaint, to 
secure to them, our posterity, the blessings of freedom, 
independence, and union. Enjoying, in all the purity of 
patriotism, the comfort of this great alleviation of public 
burdens, the subscribers deprecate, with equal earnest- 
ness and sincerity, the contingency of any event which 
should, at the very moment of fruition, dash from the 
lips of our prosperity the cup of joy, and substitute 
in its place the bitter potion of disunion, civil dissension, 
and fraternal war. 

Under these impressions, it was not without feelings of 
deep concern, and of painful sensibility, that the subscrib- 
ers beheld, in the message of the President of the 
United States, the broad and unqualified assertion of prin- 
ciples, and the development of an entire political system 
for the future government of the Union, as new and un- 
heard of, as to them it appears incorrect, and incompa- 
tible with the foundations of our political existence. 

The first of these principles, and that from which all 
the others appear to the subscribers to be derived—the 
basis of the message, and of the whole system of adminis- 
tration for the futurity of this Union, is contained in the 
following position, which the subscribers submit to the 
consideration of the-House in the very words of the mes- 
sage itself: ‘* The wealth and strength of a country are its 
population, an: the best part of that population are the 
cultivators of the soil. Independent farmers are, every 
where, the basis of society, and true friends of liberty.” 

That the President of the United States should, in a 
public document, addressed to the representatives of the 
whole people of this Union, peremptorily declare one 
part of the population by them represented better than 
the rest, appears to the subscribers little compatible with 
that equality of rights upon which our whole social system 
is, by them, believed to be founded. If one part of the 
population, parties to the social compact, is the best, it 
necessarily follows that another part of the same popula- 
tion is the worst; that there are different degrees of merit 
in different portions of the same population, estimated not 
by their moral, but by their social condition; not by their 
individual qualifications of virtue and understanding, but 
by their respective occupations and possessions. 

In examining this fundamental principle of politics and 
morals, thus put forth as the foundation for the system of 
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policy to be hereafter erected for the government of thi, 
great and growing confederated nation, the subscribers 
have endeavored to ascertain to whom it is that this proud 
pre-eminence of merit is assigned by the Chief Executive 
Magistrate of the Union. He asserts that the wealth and 
strength of a country are its population, and that the best 
part of that population are the cultivators of the sojJ 
Now, the population of a country consists of the whole 
mass of human beings abiding within it; and of the po- 
pulation of this country, a vast proportion of the cultiyg 
tors of the soil are in a state of servitude, possessing no 
rights, civil or political, and existing only as the proper- 
ty of another part of the same population. That these 
cultivators of the soil constitute a large portion of the 
wealth of this country, is undoubtedly true; that they 
constitute a considerable portion of its strength, is fur 
more questionable; but the subscribers cannot believe jt 
was to them that the intention of the President was t 

ascribe the transcendent honor of constituting the best 
part of our population; and, if not to them, neither was 
it to the class of freemen, in another part of the Union, 
also cultivators of the soil, laboring, like them, by the 
sweat of their brow, for daily subsistence, by daily labor, 
but in the full enjoyment of civil and political rights, and 
constituting in truth not a better, but as good a part ot 
the population as any other in the community. It was 
not, however, to them that the President intended to at. 
tribute the superiority of excellence ss a component part 
of the population. His meaning is more fully disclosed 
in the subsequent clause of the sentence above cited, in 
the affirmation that ‘independent farmers are, every 
where, the basis of society, and true friends of liberty.” 
Taking the whole sentence together, the subscribers be- 
lieve that, in the understanding of the author of the mes- 
sage, the cultivators of the soil, in the first part of the 
sentence, were identical with the independent farmers in 
the second; and that the sentiment, in the mind of the 
writer, and the aphorism of moral and of political econo- 
my laid down by the whole sentence, is, that, in all coun- 
tries, generally, and especially in our own, the best part 
of the population, the basis of society, and the friends 
pre-eminently of frecdom, are the wealthy landholders. 

This principle is certainly not new in the history of the 
world, or of human government; it is the fundamental 
axiom of all landed aristocracies; it is the foundation of 
the feudal system, and, when carried out into practice, 
must inevitably resolve itself into it. ‘The term aristo- 
cracy, by its derivation, is the government of the best; 
and where the property of the soil is distributed in por- 
tions so unequal that its cultivators are divided into mas- 
ters and slaves, or into landlords and tenants, power will 
naturally concentrate itself in the hands of the large 
holders of the lands, who will soon constitute themselves 
the basis of society, the independent farmers, the best 
part of the population, true friends of liberty, confined 
exclusively to themselves, but holding in oppressive sc! 
vitude the real cultivators of the soil, and ruling, with a 
rod of iron, over all the other occupations and profes 
sions of men. 

Such has been the development of this fundamental 
principle of Government, in the history of other ages 
und countries. So has it especially disclosed itsclf 
the annals of France, of Spain, of Germany, of Po- 
land, of Russia, and of England. ‘The independent farm 
ers, or wealthy landholders, of all those countries, 
have constituted the ancient feudal barons, as they now 
constitute the modern nobles holding the laborious hus- 
bandmen of the same countries in servitude, or in abject 
poverty and the most degrading dependence. at 

The subscribers believe that the declaration of 1 de- 
pendence, and the Government of this Union, are found- 
ed upon a different and opposite principle--upor the 
principle that all men are born with equal rights; and that 
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however in one portion of the Union the independent farm- 
ers or planters, cultivating the soil by their slaves, may 
be considered, by one of themselves, as the basis of so- 
ciety, and the best part of the population, the assumption 
of such a principle as a foundation of a system of na- 
tional policy for the future Government of these United 
States, is an occurrence of the most dangerous and 
alarming tendency; as threatening, at no remote period, 
not only the prosperity but the peace of the country, and 
as directly leading tothe most fatal of catastrophes—the 
dissolution of the Union by a complicated, civil, and ser- 
vile war. 

Had it been possible for the subscribers to consider 
the principles thus authoritatively laid down in the mes- 
sage as a mere abstract, speculative opinion, indicative 
only of a mind habitually occupied in meditation pon 
the first principles of Government, they might have 
deemed it their duty to pass it over in silence, regretting | 
that an opinion so adverse to all the lessons of history, 
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this common property happens to be situated. 
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lic moneys to purposes of internal improvement. Second+ 
the practically total dereliction of all protection to do- 
mestic industry, whether agricultural, manufacturing, or 
mechanical. Third, the nullification of all future revenue 
from the public domains, by the bestowal of them in free 
donation to voluntary settlers upon them, from the privi- 
leged class of citizens, cultivators of the soil, to swell the 
numbers of the best part of the population, at the ex- 
pense of all the rest, or to the favored States in which 
Fourth, 
the denunciation of the Bank of the United States, de- 
preciating the value of the stock held in it by the nation; 














distressing the commercial community with suspicions of 
the solidity of its funds, and stimulating the profligacy of 


fraudulent gambling in its stock. In every one of these 
four particulars the recommendations of the message are 
in diametrical opposition to the well established, delibe- 
rately adopted, and long tried policy by which the Union 
has hitherto been governed, under the present constitu- 


and to every rational theory of human rights, should |tion of the United States; in diametrical opposition to the 


ever have found its way into the mind of the Executive 


purposes for which it was formed, to the principles upon 


Chief of the Union; and still more into an official com-} which it has been administered, and, with the most pain- 
munication from lim to the Legislative Assembly of the | ful, but most undoubting conviction, the subscribers must 


nation. But they find it pervading every part of the 
message relating to the administration of the internal af- 
fairs of the country; they trace it in the denunciation of 
uncompremising hostility to the Bank of the United States; 
they discern it in the general dissuasion of all future en- 
couragement or aid to be given to objects of internal 
improvement; they perceive it in the portentous recom- 
mendations to abandon all purpose of deriving a revenue 
for the general benefit from that invaluable fund of na- 
tional wealth--the public lands; and in the astonishing 
proposal to give them all away te the States within which 
they are situated, or to adventurers who may be allured 
by promises of sharing in those spoils of the national do- 
main, plundered from the whole people of the Union, to 
become members of this best part of the population, the 
independent farmers, cultivators of the soil, taken from 
all their fellow-citizens to be gratuitously bestowed upon 
them. They see it, above all, inthe destiny to which the 
message Consigns the great manufucturing interest of the 
country, including the handicraftsmen and mechanics of 
all our populous cities and all our flourishing towns. 
These are not the basis of society, they are not the culti- 
vators of the soil, they are not the best part of the popu- 
lation; their equal rights may be trampled upon, their 
highest interests may be sacrificed, their property may be 
wrested from their hands, themselves and their families 
may be driven by measures of national policy, by acts of 
the Government of the Unior, to beggary and ruin, for 
the benefit of the independent farmers, the wealthy land- 
holders, the best part of the population. 


add, to the solemn compacts and indefeasible obligations 
by which the nation is bound. 


Although the plan of Government marked out and de- 


lineated in the message forms a whole system, sufficiently 
consistent with itself, and all derivable from the funda- 
mental position that the wealthy landholders constitute 
the best part of the population, yet it is observable, that 
in every instance the subordinate principle advanced as 
the groundwork of each separate recommendation, is, by 


the terms of the message, so qualified in the theory, as 
scarcely, if at all, to differ from the views and opinions 
entertained by the friends of the interest which the re- 
commendation itself is adopted to destroy. ‘Thus, for 
example, in the recommendation to abandon all future 
appropriations of public moneys for purposes of internal 
improvement, the only principle avowed is, ‘that the 
constitution does not warrant the application of the funds 
of the General Government to objects of internal im- 
provement, which are not national in their character.” 
From this position, the most ardent and most liberal 
friend of internal improvement will not dissent. No ap- 
propriation ever has been asked; there is not the shadow 
of a danger that any appropriation of funds ever will be 
asked, but for objects alleged to be of a national charac- 
ter; and of their legitimate title to that character, the re- 
presentatives of the whole people, and of all the State 
Legislatures in Congress assembled, under the control of 
a qualified negative by the Chief Magistrate of the Union, 
all acting under a constant responsibility to their consti- 
tuents, are qualified and competent judges. ‘That there 


Such are the practical consequences which must flow | will be, as there have been, diversities of opinion, whe- 


from the reproduction by the head of this National Union, | 
as a fundamental principle of Government, of the old and | 
long exploded doctrine, that the wealthy landholders of| 
all countries constitute the best part of their population. | 
Under this theory it can no longer be surprising to find in | 
the message an entire system of propositions and of re-| 
commendations, which, if adopted and sanctioned by the | 
Legislature, will accomplish a revolution in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and, in the solemn and deli. | 
berate opinion of the subscribers, a total subversion of | 
their constitution. 
In descending from the general axiom, that in all coun- | 
tries the independent farmers or wealthy landholders, 
cultivators of the soil, constitute the best part of the po: | 
pulation, to the measures of legislation recommended to 
Congress for carrying out this principle, in the adminis- 
tration of the Government, four features are discernible, 
° especially characteristic of the message. First, the 
abandonment for the future of all appropriations of pub- 


\was not doubted. 


ther any specified object of internal improvement is or is 
not of a national character, may be freely admitted; and 
that in all cases where it may be reasonably doubted, the 
wise and prudent policy of the constituted authorities 
will induce them rather to withhold than grant the 
appropriation, is a conclusion deducible not less from 
the experience of the past, than from the confidence due 
to the moral character of the delegated representatives of 
the nation. That in the great majority of applications for 
appropriations in aid of internal improvements, which have 
been made to Congress, the objects fur which they were 
solicited have been of a national character, could not be and 
Of the appropriations made, the sub- 
scribers confidently affirm that none can be pointed out 
which are not unquestionably of that character. If there 
has been error in the administration of the Government, 
in the application of appropriations to these objects, it 
has been an error of parsimony and not of profusion; a 
refusal of the public money where it ongt to have been 
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granted, and not a bestowal of it where it ought to have | litical axiom, which imp 
been denied. In the sober and honest discretion of the | 
Legislature, under the vigilant supervision of the Execu-| 
tive Chief, a guard amply sufficient for the protection of | 
the public resources against wasteful or improvident ex- 
penditures, has been provided by the constitution. 


utes dishonesty to the representa- 
tive in the zeal with which he promotes the interests of hig 
constituents; and finds the evidence of corruption in the 
exercise of the highest beneficence. Suppose this ca. 
lumniated influence to be successful; suppose a candi 
date to be elected to Congress, by the confidence of his 


It is said in the message, that ‘* without some general | constituents in the superiority of his talent and capacity to 
and well defined principles, ascertaining those objects of}obtain appropriations of public money to render their 
internal improvement to which the means of the nation | neighboring river navigable--to bring commerce to their 
may be constitutionally applied, it is obvious that the ex-| doors, and to increase the value of their property--talent 
ercise of the power can never be satisfactory.” Suppose jand capacity are qualities of which men seldom form 

| 
j 
j 


this position, in its fullest extent, to be admitted. The! erroneous estimates, in the choice of their representatives, 
message does not deny that the power of granting appro-| when their judgments are enlightened by their interest. 
priations for internal improvements of a national charac-| Talent and capacity, brought into the representative 
ter is vested, completely and unequivocally vested, in| councils of the nation, by the selection of a member for 
Congress, by the constitution; and the President himself, | one district, under the influence of a belief that it will be 
in the discharge of his official duties, has, in numerous | exerted for the benefit of those by whom he is chosen, is 
instances, given his sanction to such appropriations. And /|talent and capacity available on the scene where it has 
in that grant of power, asin all others, is necessarily and | been introduced, for all the great interests of the nation 
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eatin 


unavoidably implied the power of ascertaining and defin- | 


ing the principles upon which, in the spirit of the consti- 
tution, it shall be exercised. If, therefore, in the exer- 
cise of the power of making such appropriations hitherto, 
there has been a neglect or omission to ascertain and de- 
fine the principles upon which they have been made, it is 
a duty yet to be performed by Congressitself, and which 
requires the interposition of no other power. It is obvi- 
ous that to resort elsewhere than to Congress itself, to 
ascertain and define the objects upon which the power is 
unquestionably delegated to them of appropriating public 
moneys to internal improvements, is precisely equivalent 
to a denial of the right of Congress to exercise the power 
in all cases whatsoever. 

With regard to the danger to which the message sup- 


poses Congress may be exposed, of making hasty appro-! 


priations to works of the character of which they may be 
frequently ignorant, the argument necessarily presup- 
poses a habitual, gross, and criminal neglect of their du- 


ties, by a majority of both Houses of Congress, a reflection | 


upon the honor and honesty of those bodies, of which the 
subscribers deem it sufficient to say that it is equally un- 
warrantable and misplaced. So long as the members of 
both Houses of Congress shall entertain a just sense of 
their duties to their country, to their constituents, and to 


their own characters, so long there is, and will be no dan- | 


ger--none, whatever, of their being exposed to make 


hasty appropriations to works of the character of which | 


they are ignorant, or to any other purpose. ‘The mem- 
bers of both Houses of Congress are accountable for the 
wisdom, as well as for the purity of their official conduct, 
not to the Executive Magistrate, himself accountable to 
them fcr his own, but to their constituents and to their 
country. 
tive Magistrate the custody of its own purity, in the exer- 
cise of the elective franchise. If it be true that a pros- 
pect of making navigable a creek or river--of bringing 
commerce to the doors of the people--or of increasing the 
value of their property, may operate occasionally as in- 
ducements to individuals to favor by their suffrages the 
success of a candidate whom they may suppose to be bet- 
ter qualified than his opponent, to obtain for them those 
great and valuable improvements—is it justice or equity 
—is ita fair perception of the nature of things, to stigma- 
tze thisas a corrupting influence’ No influence can be 
more jnstand pure. To benefit the people, by making 
navigable the river or creek in their neighborhood—by 
bringing commerce to their doors--and by increasing the 
value of their property, are among the most important 
and most valuable services that a representative can ren- 
der to his constituents. 
of the high and holy attributes of Omnipotence. To draw 
evil from good, is the peculiarattribute of the arch enemy 
of mankind; but singular, indeed, is the aspect of that po- 


Nor has that country committed to the Execu-| 


To draw good from evil, is one | 


iIt is there that the representative of every single district 
becomes a representative of the whole people. As the 
representative of one district, he has, to promote the in 
terests of his immediate constituents, but one of more 
than two hundred votes: but that one vote he has also 
upon all the questions within the competency of Congress, 
\and affecting the interests of the whole nation, and of all 
lits parts. The result, then, of every election which brings 
linto this House a member, recommended to the favor of 
|his constituents by the zeal and ability with which he may 
promote the internal improvement of his own neighbor- 
i hood, is essentially advantageous to the whole nation, and 
‘has a direct tendency to establish a high standard of in- 
| tellectual worth, as the measure of qualification for a seat 
inthe House. It is congenial to that spirit of moral el 
vation and dignity which constitutes the only solid fi 
dation of representative Government; and it is only by 
confounding the elements of good and evil that it can be 
| stigmatized as tainted with corruption. 

As little can the subscribers yield their assent to the 
|reasoning in the message, which effectively urges upon 
|Congress to refrain from the exercise of all powers of 
|which more than one-fourth, that is, seven States of this 
| Union, would be unwilling now to make the grant, and 
| which any still smaller portion of the people may, at any 
period since the existence of the constitution, have oppos- 
ed or resisted under the vague and indefinite denomina- 
tion of doubtful powers. Fearful and hopeless, indeed, 
would be the condition of the people of these Unted 
| States, if every grant of power delegated by them, for 
\their own benefit and improvement, to their united na- 
tional supreme Legislature, should be annulled or struck 
|with impotence by every scruple of doubt which the re- 
finements of metaphysical subtlety, the transient ebulli- 
tions of popular excitement, or the factious instigations ot 
electioneering artifice, have, from time to time, di 
nated over different sections of the country. ‘There is, 
perhaps, not a single grant of power to Congress in that 
| great national compact of Government, the constitution ot 
the United States, which at some period of our history has 
not been assailed by numerous parties and their ccn- 
troversial wranglers, as doubtful powers; even at this 
hour we are, apparently, on the verge of a conflict in 
arms, on the very borders of a civil war with one of 
ithe States of the Union, for the exercise of powers, the 
|want of which first gave rise to the constitution itself, 
|which have been quietly exercised from the organization 
iof the Government for nearly forty years without a dis- 
senting’ voice; and which now, under the new lights 0! 
inullification, have been discovered to be such plain and 


ssemi- 


at 
at 





{palpable violations of the constitution as to warrant the 
| State in which this discovery has been made, in resorting 
|to her sovereign power to declare them within her own 
|berders null and yoid. There are seven States of this 
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Union, the whole free population of which, by the returns 
of the last census, amounted only to seven hundred and 
seventy-one thousand two hundred and eighteen souls; a 
majority of these, sufficient to command the vote and de- 
cision of them all, would be less than four hundred thou-| 
sand; and thus, upon the recommendations of the message, | 
a nation, consisting of ten millions of freemen, must be 
crippled in the exercise of all their associated power, un- 
manned of all their energies applicable to the improve- 
ment of their own condition, by the doubts, scruples, or 
fanciful discontents of a portion among themselves, less in| 
numbers than double the amount of population in the sin-| 
gle city of New York. 

The subscribers assume as a principle, demonstrated 
beyond all possibility of doubt, that of the whole free po- 
pulation of the Union, a vast majority—they entertain, | 
themselves, no question that it is a majority amounting to 
more than three-fourths of the whole—believe, without a| 
scintillation of doubt, that the power of appropriating| 
public moneys to objects of internal improvement of a| 
national character, as understood by Congress itself, has} 
been delegated to Congress by the whole people, in the} 
constitution of the United States. ‘he message itself does 
not question this grant of power; and it is tacitly affirmed | 
by the Chief Magistrate himself, in his sign manual affixed 
to every act of Congress making such appropriations) 
which has received his signature. What reason or motive, | 
then, can there be for Congress to interdict itself from 
the exercise of beneficent power, essential to the welfare | 
and prosperity of the whole people, to gratify the dog-in-| 
manger disposition of less than one-twentieth part of the} 
community? Truly, very truly, does the message say that! 
‘*there is nothing so worthy of the constant solicitude of| 
this Government as the harmony and union of the peo-| 
ple;” but, is it imagined that harmony and union can be| 
promoted by the perpetual sacrifice of the will, the inte-| 





rest, and the wellbeing of nineteen-twentieths of the} 
whole people, to the contracted and envious passions, or} 
to the sordid parsimony of the remaining twentieth? The} 
subscribers will neither express nor entertain a suspicion | 
that the recommendation to apply to the States of this| 
Union for grants of additional power to Congress, and in 
the mean time to abstain from the exercise of all powers, | 
which the one-twentieth part of the people may be pleased 
or instigated to consider as doubtful, was not made in good 
faith and sincerity; but without questioning the motive | 
which could lead to such a proposal, they cannot but re-| 
gard it in effect as disclosing the purpose of disabling and 
abdicating all pewer of making appropriations for all and | 
every great object of internal improvement hereafter and 
forever. As little hesitation have they in declaring it as| 
their belief, that this purpese, and the whole system of| 
which it forms a part, is in nowise calculated to promote | 
the harmony and union of the people. It is a natural ema-| 
nation from the fountain of a principle divided itself, and | 
the source of all fatal division—-a principle which pronoun- | 
ces one class of the citizens of this Union, to the disparage- | 
ment of all others, the best part of the population. 

The subscribers disclaim all communion of sentiment 
with this opinion, to which they can assent as true in no 
sense whatever. They deny that there is any sense to 
which language can give utterance; and in which the cul- 
tivators of the soil, be they who they may, included under 
the denomination, can, with truth, be called the best part 
of the population. They believe, on the contrary, with 
the greatest orator, statesman, and patriot of ancient 
Rome, and with the sublimest genius of ancient Greece, 
with Cicero and with Plato, that ** whosoever gives pre- 
ference to one part of the citizens, and neglects another 
part, introduces into the community the elements of the 
most pernicious discord and sedition. It necessarily 
produces rival factions, some favoring the populace, | 
and some fayoring the best, and leaving scarcely any fa-| 
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|vorers of all.” This was the patriotism of Cicero; this 


was the philosophy of Plato, two thousand years and up- 
The doc- 
trine is founded upon eternal truth. It is the only doc- 
trine upon which Governments of equal rights can be 
founded; as that which divides the population into a best 
and a worst part isthe never-failing source of tyranny and 
oppression, of civil strife, the shedding of brothers’ blood, 
and the total extinction of freedom. 

The subscribers hope and trust, therefore, that Con- 
gress will not abdicate, by nonuser, the power delegated 
to them by the constitution of the United States, of making 
appropriations of public money to great national objects 
of internal improvement. They consider the exercise of 
the power as essential to the welfare and prosperity of 


| the whole people; they believe it to have been delegated 


for the purpose of promoting that welfare; and that to re- 
frain from the exercise of the power would be a derelic- 
tion of duty in Congress itself, and treachery to the trust 
committed to them by the people. They further believe 
that the people of this Union never will submit to a per- 
manent abandonment of the principle, hitherto so suc- 
cessfully and so advantageously to them carried inito prac- 
tice, of making such appropriations: that however it may 


| be suspended for a time, under a theory of partial prefer- 


ence to an imaginary best part of the population, it will 
never be extinguished but with the life-blood of the Union 
itself. For what is the final result of this doctrine of ab- 
dicating powers arbitrarily designated as doubtful? What 
but the degradation and impotence of the nation itself?— 
the degradation of chaining its own hands? of fettering its 
own feet? of disabling itself from bettering its own con- 
dition? The impotence of inability to employ its own 
faculties for its own improvement. It is the principle 
upon which the roving Tartar denies himself a permanent 


| habitation, because to him the wandering shepherd is the 


best part of the population; the principle upon which the 
savage of the American forest refuses to till the ground, 
because to him the hunter of the woods is the best part 
of the population. Imperfect civilization in all stages of 
human society shackles itself with fanatical prejudices of 
exclusive favor to its own occupations, as the owner of a 
plantation with a hundred slaves believes the summit of 
human virtue to be attained only by independent farmers, 
cultivators of the soil. Not by such opinions or such 
maxims of Government were the people of the United 
States animated and inspired, when, ‘‘in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish justice, ensure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty 
to themselves and their posterity, they did ordain and es- 
tablish the constitution of the United States of America.”’ 
Their purpose, in this great and solemn mutual covenant, 
was their own improvement—the improvement of the 
condition of the whole. The constitution itself is but one 


| great organized engine of improvement—physical, moral, 


political. It directed the assemblage, from time to time, 
of chosen bodies of men, vested with limited powers, to 
consult, to deliberate, and to act upon all the great inte- 
rests of peace and war, common to the people. It was 
no compact of separate and distinct bodies politic. The 
separate States were not competent to form any such com- 
pact, or to confer any such powers; the people of each 
State were competent to form, and did form, constitutions 
for themselves; but their sphere of action to ordain and 
establish was limited within their own boundaries. For 
where did the State, the creature of the sovereign peo- 
ple of Massacliusetts, where did, or where could, that 
State acquire the right of bestowing upon the people of 
Pennsylvania a right of representation in this House? As 
well might the State of Massachusetts have undertaken 
to ordain and establish who should be represented in the 


Parliament of Great Britain, or in the Chamber of Depu- 
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ties of France. The whole people of the United States| 
were alone competent to determine and to ordain how, | 
and in what manner, they and their posterity should be 
represented in this assembly; and as well might it be con- 
tended that the State of Ohio, which had no existence, or 
the State of Louisiana, which was a Spanish colony, were 
parties to the constitution of the United States at its for- 
mation, as that the parties to it were the thirteen States | 
of which the old lifeless confederation had been composed. 
The constitution was, as it is on its face declared to be, | 
the act of the whole people, and it is the instrument by 
which they organized the means of effecting the improve-| 
ments of their own condition, by the agency of their Go-| 
vernment. In refraining from the exercise of the powers | 
delegated to them for the good of the whole, the Go- 
vernment not only abdicate their own power, but effec-| 
tively disable that of the nation itself. The energy which 
slumbers in their hands, is no better than dead to the good 
of the people; it arrests the hand of Divine beneficence 
itself; degrades the nation to a level of inferiority among| 
the families of mankind, and proclaims as the fundamen-| 
tal law of their association their inability to apply their 
own faculties to their own elevation in the scale of being. 

It is, then, with sentiments of deep mortification and of| 
unqualified dissent, that the subscribers have observed | 
the earnest recommendations to Congress in the message, 
to abandon the whole system of appropriations for inter- 
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the community, by and for whom this simple machine was 
ordained. ‘To the subscribers, it appears that, of all the 
attributes of Government among men, simplicity is the last 
that deserves commendation. The simplest of all Govern. 
ments is an absolute despotism; and it may confidently be 
affirmed, that, in proportion as a Government approaches 
to simplicity, will always be its approaches to arbitrary 
power. It is by the complication of Government alone, 
that the freedom of mankind can be secured; simplicity 
is the essential characteristic in the condition of all slavery; 
and if the people of these United States enjoy a greater 
share of liberty than any other nation upon earth, it is be. 
cause, of all the Governments upon earth, theirs is the 
most complicated. The simplicity to which the recom. 
mendations of the message would reduce the machine of 
Government, is a simplicity of impotence; an abdication 
of the power to do good; a divestment of all power in 
this confederated people to improve their own condition, 

In the recommendations of the message, relating to the 
disposal of the public lands, the subscribers perceive the 
same speculative aversion to control, which seeks to re. 
duce the Government to a simple machine, the same pre. 
ference of one class of citizens--the independent farmers, 
cultivators of the soil—over all other members of the com- 
munity. The recommendations of the message are, * that 
the public lands shall cease, as soon as practicable, to be 
asource of revenue; that they be sold to settlers, in limit- 


nal improvements, which has hitherto been pursued;!ed parcels, at a price barely sufficient to reimburse to the 
which was in the full tide of successful experiment; and| United States the expenses of the present system, and 
which, for a long series of years, has been contributing to| the cost arising under our Indian compacts; and_that, in 
increase the comforts, to multiply the enjoyments, and to| convenient time, the machinery of accurate surveys and 
consolidate the strength and happiness of the American | undoubted titles be withdrawn from the States, and the 
people. ‘To abandon them all, for in no other light can} right of soil, and the future disposition of it, be surren- 
they consider the extraordinary though vague and indefi-| dered to the States respectively in which it lies.” 

nite commendations of simplicity, as the suitable charac-| The proposition is to give away all the public lands-- 
teristic for the Government of a nation of swarming mil-| first, to enable individual adventurers to secure an inde- 


lions of human beings—the intensely urgent exhortations 
to Congress to refrain from the exercise of all beneficent 
powers, which one-twentieth part of the people may carp 
and cavil at as doubtful—the incomprehensible argument 
that harmony and union are to be promoted by stifling 
the firm and manly voice of nineteen-twentieths of our 
constituents, to satisfy the brainsick doubts, or appease 
the menacing clamors of less than one-twentieth——and, 
finally, the direct recommendation to Congress, to dispose 
of all stocks now held by the General Government in cor 
porations, whether created by the General or State Go- 
vernments, and to place the proceeds in the treasury. 


pendent freehold, because cultivators of the soil are the 
‘best part of the population; and, finally, to surrender all 
the remainder to the States in which the lands are situated, 
| because ‘it cannot be expected that the new States will 
jremain longer contented with the present policy, after 
| the payment of the public debt.” 

| The public lands are the property of the whole people 
\of the United States; they are the national domain. To 
| give them away to individual adventurers, is to take away 
| the property of one portion of the citizens, and bestow it 
{upon another; and, as if this outrage upon the right of 
property were not sufficient without the superaddition of 


In these recommendations, and in the spirit with which] insult, the plundered portion of the community are told 
they are pressed upon the consideration of Congress, the/that those on whom their lands are lavished, are the best 
subscribers can discern nothing less than a proposed revo-} part of the population. It is said in the message that “the 
lution of government in this Union--a revolution, the | proceeds arising from the sale of the lands are distributed 
avowed purpose of which is to reduce the General Go-' chiefly among the States which had not originally any 
vernment toa simple machine. A simple machine? The|claim to them.” Were this assertion true, what possible 


universe in which we daily revolve, and which seems to| bearing can the places where the proceeds of the sale of 
our vision daily to revolve round us, is a simple machine | property are distributed, have upon the right of the pro- 


under the guidance of an omnipotent hand. The Presi- | prietor to the proceeds of the sale? The proceeds of the 
dent of the United States, one of the functionaries pro-|sales of public lands are not distributed in gratuities 
vided by the constitution fur the ordinary management of| What is meant by the assertion that they are distributed 
the affairs of the Government, but not entrusted even! among States? They are not distributed among States at 


with the power of action upon any proposed alteration or 
amendment to the constitution, undertakes to reduce the 
General Government to a simple machine—the simplicity 
of which shall consist of universal beneficence, in pre- 
serving peace, affording a uniform currency, maintaining 
the inviolability of contracts, diffusing intelligence, and 
discharging, unfelt, its other (nameless, unenumerated, 
and undefined) superintending functions. ‘Truly this sim- 
plicity may be aptly compared with that of the Govern 
ment of the universe; needing only an omnipotent hand 


all. What is meant by “States which had not originally 
any claim to them??? What State had originally any claim 
to the public lands in Louisiana or Florida? What portion 
of the public lands is there to which the whole Union, and 
of course every State in the Union, had not originally 8 
claim? From the very formation of the confederation, all 
the States, within which not an inch of public land existe d, 
had a claim to their just proportion of the public lands 
situated within the boundaries of the other States—and 
that claim was just; in deference to the justice of that 


to guide and regulate its movements, and differing from | 
it, as would seem, only in the self-denial of all power to 
improve the condition, or promote the general welfare of 


claim, all the cessions of public lands were made by the 
States in which they were situated; and without those ces- 
sions, the confederation never would have been formed 
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The right of the whole people, therefore, to all the public| situated within the States formed from the territories in- 
lands, is a perfect right, independent, totally indepen-' cluded inthe purchase of Louisiana, and in the Floridas. 
dent, of all consideration of the localities where the pro-| These are lands not only belonging to the United States, 
ceeds of the sales of them may be distributed, and for the | but purchased with moneys from their common treasury. 
enjoyment of which, as a right founded in the first ele-| Upon the principles recommended in the message, the 
ments of human society, the States wherein the lands are| whole mass of them may be given away to foreigners, to 
situated have no more right to be discontented than the| emigrants from every quarter of the globe, aliens, and 
tenant of a dwelling-house belonging to another has the; perhaps enemies to this country, who may thus be con- 
right to be discontented that the fee of the possession is| verted into independent freeholders, and constitute, under 
in his landlord and not in himself. this improved code of morals, the best part of the popu- 
This right of property is, however, not wholly unquali-| lation. ‘The subscribers deem it an excellent part of the 
fied. The cessions of territory made to the United States] policy of the Union to welcome the useful industry of fo- 
by the States of New York, Virginia, Massachusetts, Con-| reign freemen seeking the enjoyment of liberty and equal 
necticut, South Carolina and Georgia, were all conditional; | rights, and honest subsistence, and the chances of afflu- 
and the common condition of all the grants was, that the |ence upon our shores; but they conceive it neither politic 
lands by them respectively ceded should be held and dis-/ nor just to bestow upon them, or upon any adventurers, 
posed of for the use and benefit of all the United States, | whether of foreign or of domestic birth, the acquisitions 
the ceding State included, and for no other use whatso-|of the nation, made with the moneys levied upon all the 
ever. Upon this condition, all the cessions were accepted | people in all the States. 
by the United States in Congress assembled, and the| Congress are told in the message that it cannot be ex- 
United States thereby contracted the solemn and positive| pected that the new States will ‘* remain longer content- 
engagement to hold and dispose ofall the lands thus ceded | ed with the present policy, after the payment of the public 
conformably to that condition, and to no other use what-|debt.””. By the present policy is here meant the poli- 
ever. cy of holding and disposing of the public lands as public 
The constitution of the United States, in the third section| property. The proposal is, therefore, to change the pre- 
of the fourth article, declares that ‘* Congress shall have | sent policy, for that of giving away this public property, 
power to dispose of, and make all needful rules and regu-| partly to individual adventurers, and the remainder to the 
lations respecting the territory or other property belong-| ‘new States”—one of which is the State of Tennessee. 
ing to the United States,” with the express addition that}And what are the arguments by which this change of 
‘nothing in this constitution shall be so construed as to| policy, or, in other words, this surrender of property, is 
prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any par-|urged? It is said ‘that the adventurous and hardy popu- 
ticular State.” And in the sixth article, it provides|lation of the West, besides contributing their equal share 
** that all debts contracted, and engagements entered into, | of taxation under our impost system, have, in the progress 
before the adoption of this constitution, shall be as valid|of our Government, for the lands they occupy, paid into 
against the United States under this constitution as under | the treasury a large proportion of forty millions of dollars; 
the confederation.” and, of the revenues received therefrom, but a small part 
It appears to the subscribers that Congress could nei-|has been expended amongst them.” Is this a reason for 
ther give away the public lands to individual settlers, to| giving away to new adventurers, or to new States, the pro- 
enable them to acquire independent freeholds, or surren-| perty belonging to the adventurous and hardy population 
der them to the States in which they are situated, without|of the West, in common with the adventurous and hardy 
a threefold violation of the constitution: first, by abdi-| population of all the rest of the Union? To the epithets 
cating the power entrusted to them of disposing of the|of adventurousand hardy, applied to the population of the 
territory of the United States, conformably to the condi-| West, the subscribers take no exception, as descriptive of 
tions under which it is held, and of making all needful | qualities truly belonging to that class of our fellow-citi- 
rules and regulations respecting it; secondly, by prejudic- | zens: that population went forth from the old and long 
ing the just and undoubted claims, both of the United |settled States, from the thirteen confederates of the revo- 
States, and of every particular State within which there | lution, and left behind them a population not less adven- 
are no public lands; and, thirdly, by trampling under foot |turous and hardy than themselves. If the population of 
solemn engagements entered into before the adoption of}the West have contributed their equal share of taxation 
the constitution. In the list of powers to be exercised by under our impost system, so have the population of all the 
Congress, when the Government shall be reduced to the |rest of the Union. If, inthe progress of the Government, 
simple machine, avowed to be the purpose of the Presi-|they have paid into the treasury a large portion of forty 
dent by the recommendations of the message, this power millions of dollars for the lands they occupy, they have re- 
of disposing of, and making needful rules and regulations | ceived, in the property of those lands transferred to them 
for the territory and other property of the United States, | by the nation, the value to them of many hundred millions 
sentirely overlooked; very consistently, indeed; for if the of dollars as an equivalent. That a small part of the re- 
whole property should be squandered away to make in-| venue received from the proceeds of the public lands has 
dependent freeholders, or surrendered to the States where-| been expended amongst them, if estimated in proportion 
in the common possession happens to be located, there |to the relative amount of revenue collected amongst them, 
will be no longer any territory belonging to the United | may be doubted; but the subscribers believe that justice 
States to dispose of, or needing rules and regulations tojand policy would alike dictate a larger expenditure of the 
be prescribed by Congress. ‘The Government will be|revenue amongst the population in the West, than has yet 
made a much simpler machine; but it will be a simplicity |been authorized. It isin the Western country that the 
purchased with all the wealth, all the rights, and all the | greatest, the most useful, and the most expensive works of 
good faith of the nation; purchased by prejudicing the | internal improvement have been undertaken, or are most 
claims of the United States, and of every State other than|urgently needed. ‘To-such works, unquestionably of a 
those in which the lands are situated; purchased by set- national character, the subscribers believe that a full and 
ting at naught the first principle of justice, the sacred ample proportion of the public revenue, whether col- 
rights of property, and the explicit engagements not only jlected from the sales of public lands, or from other sources, 
entered into before the adoption of the constitution, but jought to be applied, and the moneys so appropriated 
pledges of faith, without which the confederation itself}would be almost exclusively expended among the popu- 
never would have been sanctioned. lation of the West. It isin this manner that, without 
The same principles are applicable to the public lands|doing injustice to any other part-of the Union, the pro- 
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iain of the sales of the public nds may be onpbed to| any dishilien of the national sdaalte should not exc Seca 
the special improvement of the Western country; that | what may be necessary to counteract the regulations of 
they may be, beneficially to all, expended among the set-| foreign nations, and to secure a supply of those articles of 
tlers on the public lands themselves, and, while contribut-} manufacture essential to the national independence and 
ing to the improvement of the w hole Union, facilitate and } safety in time of war.” Ifthe enunciation of the princi 
encourage the progress of the new settlements, by fur-|ple of legitimate protection in these terms discloses 
nishing, at once, occupation for industry, reward for labor, | mind in search of reasons for withdrawing the protection 
and the rapid appreciation of the lands upon which the|secured by existing laws, it is rather in the disposition 
settlers may fix their abode. Such, the subscribers be-/|thus evinced, than in the abstract proposition with which 
lieve, are the dictates of a policy, at once prudent and |it is clothed, that the manufacturing interest may discery 
magnanimous: but this policy cannot be promoted by ar-|the determined hostility with which it is assailed. The 
resting the progress of works already commenced; by re-|manufacturer asks for no protection beyond that which 
fusing appropriations for works demonstrated to be of a|may be necessary to counteract the regulations of foreign 
national character; or by giving away to single adven-|nations, and to secure a supply of the articles essential to 
turers, or to the new States, the whole invaluable fund, |the national safety in time of war. But this protection 
inexhaustible, if duly managed, for long centuries tocome, |has been extended to the manufacturing establishments 
of lands purchased by the blood of our revolutionary fa-|by the existing laws. It has been extended to them, not 
thers, and by their treasures or our own. as a favor to that separate interest, for no such favor has 
In this examination of the proposal to give away all the jever been indulged in the legislation of the Union, but fo 
public lands of the Union, the subscribers have deemed it |the purpose of counteracting the injury of foreign regula 
their indispensable duty, though a painful one it has been, | tions, and for the purpose of securing the supply o f art 
to resort to the first principles of natural justice, to the|cles essential to the national safety in war. The manu 
sacred right of property, and to the positive injunctions|facturers of the old and long settled States have been 
of the constitution, to prove that it is alike subversive of| protected from the injurious regulations of foreign nations, 
them all. The project itself is not new: the subscribers /|as the planters of the South and the settlers of the Wes 
are unwilling either to trace its origin, or to scan the mo-|have been protected from the depredations and host] 
tives and purposes from which it proceeded. But never incursions of Indian savages. Nearly the whole charge of 
before have they witnessed; never again, they will hope, | the military peace establishment is borne by the naiion 
may it be seen seriously recommended in a message from | for the protection of the South and of the West. Of the 
the President to the Congress of the United States. The| | millions upon millions expended, ever since the existen 
public lands are the property of the Union; the possession, lof the Government, upon Indian wars and negotiations 
the use, and the disposal of them, for the benefit of the} the manufacturer of Pennsylvania, of New Jersey, and of 
whole, are guarantied by the elementary principle at the| Massachusetts, has paid, and continues to pay, his full 
foundation of civil society, by the immutable laws of jus-| proportion. And what is Indian war or Indian negot 
tice, and by the express terms of the constitution, which|tion to him? The whole naval establishment of the l 








we haveall sworn tosupport. The power to give them/is maintained to protect the immediate interest of th 


away has not only never been delegated to Congress, it|commercial part of the community. ‘The manufacturer, 
has been, by direct implication, prohibited. The at-|the farmer, the planter, have no direct interest in this 
tempt to give them away, by an act of Congress; would/they all pay taxes to protect from foreign hostility the 
be an act of transcendent usurpation, null and void in| property ofthe merchant, and the person of the navigator 
itself, and substituting arbitrary power in the place of) The war last waged with Great Britain, and which cost 
constitutional right. The attempt to carry it into effect|the nation upwards of a hundred millions of dollars, and 
would be a dissolution of the Union, an inextinguishable | perhaps fifty thousand lives, for what was it proclaimed 
brand of civil war. This the subscribers do with the pro-| but for wrongs to the merchent and mariner, in which 
foundest conviction believe; this they cannot, without|/the manufacturer and the farmer, as distinct classes of 
violating the trust reposed in them by their constituents, | society, had not one dollar of interest; yet for the maint 
refrain from declaring. They solemnly deprecate the /nance of which they bore their equal portion of taxat 
contingency that such a proposal should ever again be/and devoted their equal portion of lives? The manufs 
made. {turer of the interior has the same right to the protection 
Congenial with it, and apparently flowing from the} |of the whole Union against the regulations of fore’; 
same erroneous and partial fundamental principle of go- | countries, as the merchant upon the coast, or the mari 
vernment, that the wealthy landholders are the best part | lupon the ocean. The manufacturer of the North has the 
of the population, the subscribers are constrained to con-/same right to the protection of the nation against the com 
sider all the recommendations of the message in relation | petition of foreign rivals, armed with foreign laws, as th 
to the manufacturing interest of the country. The spirit| | planter of the South, or the settler in the West, has t 
of the message looks steadily, though with occasional |the same protection against the robberies and butche: 
blenching, to that interest, as a victim to be sacrificed. lof Indian savages, instigated by the secret Seealees # col 
‘The approaches to the altar are not always direct, but | profuse subsidies of the same foreign rivals. ‘The manu 
the instrument of death is never sheathed, and the grasp | \facturer asks no more. ‘The principle in the mess 
with which it is held is ever intent to strike the blow. As|now under examination is in terms equally applicable 
in the principle of limitation to the congressional power Jall branches of the national industry. ‘The protection 
of appropriating money for internal improvement, so, in lafforded by existing laws to the Southern planter and th 
the restriction of that which may be exercised for the | Western settler, to the merchant and navigator, sol 
protection of domestic industry, care is taken to com- |not exceed whi tt may be necessary to counteract foreig 
mence with a general axiom, which the friends of the |hostility, and secure the n: ational independenc e and safety 
manufacturing interest themselves will readily admit. If the separate and exclusive interest of the manufacture 
That the revenue of the National Government should be jor of the Northern farmer were consulted, the army might 
adapted to their expenditures, and that the expenditures|be disbanded; the wooden walls of the navy might 
should be strictly limited within the sphere of objects |laid up in ordinary, and its gallant seamen be discharg 
warranted by the constitution, and regulated by a severe |from the service. Six or seven annual millions more of 
and vigilant economy, the most ardent friends of the |expenditure might be retrenched, and the Governmer 
manufactures will cheerfully allow. Nor would they be reduced to a machine of still more edifying simplic 
deny ‘* that the protection afforded by existing laws to|so simple, indeed, as to be left without occupation 
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thy of the cost of its own maintenance, and bound, i in the sity that duties shouk 1 be > laid on goods, wares, end mer- 
ursuit of its own policy, to dissolve itself as a useless |chandises imported, the purposes to be accomplished by 
and cumbersome burden to the nation. that act were declared to be the support of Government, 
But the practical question of the message is not what/|the discharge of the debts of the United States, and the 
degree of protection ought to be extended to any branch |encouragement and protection of manufactures. Thus, 
of the national industry, but what degree of protection, |from the very foundation of this Government, from the 
by the existing laws, it ought not to exceed. And the/day when George Washington was first in: 1ugurated as 
principle is thus laid down by way of introduction, to a| President of the United States, the protection, ay, and the 
recommendation that the protection actually granted by |encouragement, of manufactures has formed one of the 
the existing laws to a particular interest, namely, that of |fundamental objects of the national policy. But ‘here, in 
the manufactures, should be gradually diminished, if, up- Ithe compass of one short page of this message, we are 
on investigation, it shall be found, as it is believed it will {tol ld, first, that the protection afforded by e xisting laws to 
be, that the legislative protection granted to that interest jany ‘branches of the national industry should not exceed 
is greater than is indispensably requisite for these objects, | what may be necessary to counteract the regulations of 
that is, for counteracting the regulations of foreign na- |foreig rn nations, and to secure a supply of those articles 
tions, and for securing a supply of those articles of manu- jof manufacture essential to the national independence and 
facture essential to the national independence and safety jsafety in time of war. ‘This, we are told, in justice, 
in aaa of war. due in effecting the adjustment of the future revenue to 
ro this i inquir y and investigation the subscribers would jthe interest of the different States, and even the preser- 
interpose no objection whatever, provided that the same | vation of the Union itself. And, in the next breath, we 
investigation shall be instituted to ascertain whether the |are told that the policy of protection must be ultimately 
protection granted by existing laws to other great though | limited to those articles of domestic manufacture which 
partial .interests, namely, to. the Southern pk: anter and /are indispensable to our safety in time of war. The prin- 
Western settler, to the merchant and the mariner, do not {ciple of affording encouragement to manufactures, pro- 
exceed what may be indispensably requisite for counter- “el: 1imed in the first act of the first C ongress, is disc arded 
acting the regulations of foreign nations, and for securing | The protection to be gradually dimini ished is the prot c- 
the independence and safety of the nation. The investi- ition of existing laws. The revenue is to be reduced, not 


gation, to be just and impartial, must extend equally to all |merely for adaptation to the necessities of the publ 


Nc CxX- 
the interests protected by the expenditure of the nation: al | |pe nditures, but with the express object and design of dis- 


revenues; and, if the standard of inquiry shall be the |couragement to manufactures, by diminishing the protec- 
smallest possible amount of protection indispensal »le to} tion which they enjoy; nor is this discouragement to cease, 
the manufacturers, let the same standard, the smallest pos-|till all the protection which now shields them from the 
sible amount indispensable to the planter and tbe settler, | deadly hostility of foreign competitors, dictating the death- 
the merchant and mariner, be applied to the estimates of 
expenditure to be hereafter bestowed upon them. 

But the subscribers cannot forbear to call the attention 
of the House, and of the nation, to the formal abandon- 
ment, in the messag 


Ss 





warrants of foreign legisl: tion, sh ‘all be wit hdrs wn, .and 
the niggardly boon of protection shall be denied to all but 
articles of indispensable necessity to safety in time of w ar. 
It is, therefore, a revolution in the Government whic 
e, of the very principle of just and|the message now proposes It is the adoption for the fin 
lawful protection to the manufacturing interest laid down |ture of a system of policy directly opposite to that w itl 
by itself. Scarcely has the circle of limit: ation been drawn | which the administration of W ashington laid the founda- 
round the unquestionable duty of the Government to pro-|tions of the social existence of this great community——our 
tect the manufactures by its laws, whe n, byamost remark-|National and Federal Union. Those foundations were, 
able instance of self-contradiction, the message abandons |that all the great —_ ts of the nation were alike enti- 
its own principle, and substitutes another and a tot ally |tled to defence and protection by the national arm, and 
different one in its stead. ‘Those (it now says) who|from the national purse. 
take an enlarged view of the condition of our country, {tures was the first pledge of encouragement and protec- 
must be satisfied that the policy of protection must be |tion self-imposed by the good faith of the nation. That 
ultimately limited to those articles of domestic manufac- pledge i is now, by the recommendations of this message, 
ture which are indispensable to our safety in time of war.”’|to be withdrawn. The Government is to be reduces 1 to 
The subscribers will not scrutini ze, with logical acute-|a simple machi ne, and it s oper: ations of superintending be- 
ness, the further limitations, even of this measure, which |neficence are to be unfelt. ‘The gre ut bod ly of the manu- 
may be detected in the subse quent qualifications of this |facturers, inc hud ng the numerous classes yf mechanics, 
diminished standard; nor ae re how the indefi inite ness |handicraftsmen, and artificers, and with them great mul- 
ofa ** reasonable scale and of a liberal support” can be |titudes of cultivators of the soil, though not that best part 
applied to a list of articles in aaacoen yle to the anf ty of of the populatic an, the inc lepenc lent freeholders, all the 
the nation. Articles inc lispensable to the safety of a na-|hard working men, in short, the laboring part of the ex- 


tion would seem to admit of little laytude in the “formation elena ely free p P ulation of the c¢ untry, are to be turned 
of their catalogue; nor can much commendation be due |out of ti 








And to the interest of manufac- 














the paternal mansion, cast off a ;worthless children 
)the liberality which provides for its own indiapencable lof the common parent , and surrendered to the mercy of 
sessities; but it is to the principle itself that the sub- |forei ign laws, enacted for the € xpress purpose o of feeding 
scribers deem it their duty to take exception, as utterly [fore ign mouths with the bread denied by our simplified 
inconsistent with that which had been just before laid |machine of Government t eae 
down; as abandoning the future interests nal domestic in-}| Under that system of poli cy, thus now proposed to be 
dustry to the mercy of foreign legislation, leagued with |abandoned and proscribed, the nation has risen from a 
foreign competition; and, finally, as consigning all the {de »pth of weakness, imbecility, and distress, to an emi- 
reat manufacturing establishments of the country to |nence of p1 i n the annals of the world. 
sp edy and inevitable destruction. j ip has flouris I gn competi tion, and 
In this last proposition, as in the recommendation to fall foreign le ther in peace or at war. It has 
give away all the — lands, the House and the coun- /flouri shed by the 1 lng pursuit . that ¥ po licy 
try cannot fail to discern a projected revolution of Govern-|which we are nov to abandon a Pr scribe. 
ment. When the very first act of Congress, after the or-|It was by counter to the reg lations of foreign 
ganization of the new Government, that appears upon |na itions, that the ations of tne Government of the 
the statute book of the United States, declared the neces-! United States were ! their people: felt, in the actt- 
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vity given to their commerce—felt, in the encouragement} fect the right of the manufacturer to protection, or the 
and protection extended to their manufactures—-felt, in| duty of the Government to extend it. It is the interest of [BR 
the fulfilment of the public engagements to the creditors] the citizen, and not the wants of the country, which cir. e' 
of the nation—felt, in the gradual, though the subscribers} cumscribes the legitimate objects of protection. In the vi 
grieve to say yet imperfect, discharge of the debt of jus-| formation of the social compact, undoubtedly the safety st 
tice and of gratitude due to the warriors of the revolution| and independence of the whole are the ultimate object of BR 
--felt, in the rapid increase of our population, in the con-| every engagement undertaken by the community to pro. Pl 
stantly and profitably occupied industry of the people, in} tect the interests of every one of its parts; but that safety di 
the consideration and respect of foreign nations for our| and independence are to be secured as much by the pro. J ™ 
character, in the comfort, and wellbeing, and happiness, | tection of interests, contributing to her wellbeing in time J th 
of the community—felt, in every nerve and sinew, in every | of peace, as by that of securing to herself a supply of the of 
vein and artery of the body politic. That for this Govern-| instruments of death, necessary for a battle or a siege. pay 
ment the proposition should now be earnestly pressed} But were the distinction assumed in the message, of J fu 
upon Congress to substitute another, the supreme excel-| discriminating between articles of manufacture, indispen- to! 
lence of which shall consist in its being unfelt, when we| sable to the safety of the nation in time of war, and ot! it 
look to the source from which the exhortation proceeds, \articles, with reference to the respective rights of each of lis 
cannot but move our speaial wonder. The subscribers| the classes to temporary or permanent protection, just, 
can have no partiality for a Government, founded upon! why is this specific mode of protection, high duties upon be 
the consideration that the benefit of its operations shall be | the uapebted setibie. recommended? If the object to be de 
unfelt. jattained is to secure an abundant supply of the articles pr 
From the great manufacturing interest of this country, | the policy of the Government would seem to be rather to he 
then, and from all the interests, whether agricultural or/admit them free of impost, and even to encourage the im. co 
commercial, indissolubly linked with it; the protection of | portation of them by bounties, than to burden them with sil 
the national laws now existing is, so far as they are or| onerous duties. The articles of most indispensable n 
may be affected by foreign regulations, by the recommen-|cessity in time of war, are articles of little or no us 
dations of the message, to be gradually withdrawn: and/time of peace. The policy of erecting and supporting A 
protection is hereafter to be limited to one specific class} manufactures of them in time of peace, that is, at a time ql 
of articles of manufacture, under the denomination of ar-| when, from their very nature and from the slender de de 
ticles indispensable to the safety of the nation in time of| mand for them, they must be obtainable from abroad up he 
war. The subscribers ask, what is the reason for this dis-| the cheapest terms, and when you have little or no de. us 
tinction; and what are the articles thus to be distinguish-| mand or use for the articles which you thus deliberately Pp 
ed with pre-eminent and permanent favor? Why is pro-| make costly to you beyond all necessity or reason, seems " 
tection, why is this specific mode of protection, by high | to be exceedingly questionable. You saddle with burden. I P 
and prohibitory duties upon the article when imported | some taxation articles which you might obtain almost gra tu 
from abroad, to be extended to articles indispensable to! tuitously from abroad; you tax yourselves to pay enor- bl 





the national safety in time of war, when it is at the same} mously dear for articles which you compel yourselves to P 
time to be denied to all others? The protection of high| buy, which you do not want, and for which you have no si 
duties is founded upon the principle of shielding the do-| use, because the time may come when you will want them , to 
mestic manufacturer from the ruinous competition of fo-|and then you choose to have them made by your own ci: it 
reigners, producers of the same article. This principle!tizen, and by no foreigner, when the very tax that you qi 
is founded, not upon the nature or uses of the article, but| impose, would supply you from abroad with stores of th 
upon the right of the citizen to protection, pledged to| article sufficient for a ten years’ war, at less cost than you 3 ‘ 
him by the social compact, the correlative obligation of| now lavish upon your manufacturer to furnish you t! 
his country to him, for his duty and obligation of allegi-| same supply. Again, it may very r sasonably be question- 
ance toher. Why are the planter of the South, and theled whether, in the present or in any possible future con 0! 
new settler of the West, entitled to the protection of the] dition of this country, and of the rest of the world, a - 
nation, at the cost of many annual millions, to maintain an | article of domestic manufacture whatever can be essent 
army to make that protection effective? Why, but because | to the independence or safety of the nation in the sense 
that planter and that settler are bound in allegiance to that} that it must necessarily be manufactured within the coun- p 
country whose protection they are thereby entitled to|try, and not imported from abroad. Assume the broad 5 
claim? Why are the merchant, the mariner, the fisher-} principle that the independence and safety of a nat! 
man, entitled to protection? and why is a navy maintained | highly promoted and rendered effective by her poss 
at the cost of annual millions to make that protection ef-} within herself all the resources essential to the sub 
fective? ecause the merchant, the mariner, the fisher-/ the comfort, and the enjoyments of her people in warand 

ian, owe their allegiance to the country which protects|in peace, and the subscribers give to it their hearty 4s 

t 


€ that 
belief tha 


1em. his protection is due to them in peace as wellas/and from this principle they derive the firm | 


t 


, 


lo you maintain an army and a navy in/sound policy requires of the nation the constant, p\ 


n 

i 

time of peace? The manufacturer is entitled to the same | tual protection of the manufacturing interest gener 
protection from his country as the plat as the ‘set-/as the duties of the social compact impose the san 
tier, as the merchant, as the riner, as the fisherman, | tection upon her, asa duty to the citizen mai 

and for the same reason, because he ow t a nt row d wn your protective system to a mere ] 

his allegiance. fe bears his portion of the burd: ‘ex-|traband of war, d you not only load the nation 8 
penditures, sustaiied by the nation to untain an army | burdens, utterly useless to herse he bears ' ; 
and a navy for the protectior interests which are not|inadequate to your i 





\ 1 i purpose in he . 

his. He has a right to claim th« > prote to his| which you would provide, but you put to the! 

own. is the right of the citizen, and not the necessi-| multitude of the free laborers of the country, and inv ‘ 

ties of the community, which constitutes the fundamental} yourselves in the inextricable absurdity of holding the 0 7 
incip! hich the obligation to protect the inte-| tion bound to foster and encourage the arts of war, 4 

f the manufacturer, or of any other member of socie-| prostrate and sacrifice the arts of peace. = ah 

’ incumbent upon the nation. ‘The subscribers be-| The subscribers are then convinced that the princ:pit “i 

lieve, therefore, that the distinction between articles of| broadly laid down in the message, ‘that the | plicy 

manufacture indispensable to the safety of the nation in| protection must be ultimately limited to those articies 0! 


time of war, and other articles, cannot in any manner af-| domestic manufacture which are indispensable to cul 
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safety in time of war,” is erroneous and unsound. They i ciple of raising twelve millions and a half of revenue upon 
remark that this is the first time that such a policy has| from sixty-five to seventy millions of dutiable commodi- 
ever been suggested by any Chief of the Executive Go- | ties, at rates of from ten to twenty per cent., varying from 
yernment to Congress, from the establishment of the con-|them chiefly in those instances where national indepen- 
stitution to this day, and that it is proposed avowedly to| dence in time of war seemed to demand some sacrifice in 


§ subvert the system of policy which has hitherto invariably | peace, (as in the case of iron.) Thus iron is the only 


prevailed. Alarmed at the violation of rights, and at the | article specified by the Committee of Ways and Means as 
desolation of property which it portends, in aspecial man-| entitled to extraordinary and permanent protection, by 


F ner, tothe great mass of their constituents, they seek in | heavy duties ofimpost, to defend the article of domestic pro- 
© the message itself the arguments by which this novel plan | duction from the competition of importation from abroad; 


of Government is attempted to be sustained. They are} and the exemplification in their bill is, to shield the arti- 
aware that it flows, very naturally and directly, from the | cle of iron by duties five or six times heavier than the 
fundamental maxim that the wealthy landholders, cultiva-| fragment of impost to which they abandon the articles of 
tors of the soil, are the best part of the population; that | wool, woollens, and cotton fabrics. But this favoritism, 
it is entirely congenial to the determined purpose of abo-} extended to the article of iron, is founded upon a misap- 
lishing the National Bank; that it tallies exactly with the | plication of the principle upon which it professes to rely. 
proposal to give away all the public lands, to multiply the | The only reason which makes it an object of importance 
best part of the population; that itis in perfect coinci-|to the nation, to possess within itself a supply of articles 
dence with the proposal to abandon gradually all appro-| of exclusive use and necessity in times and for purposes 
priations for internal improvements, to sell all the stocks | of war, is because the supply of those articles from abroad, 
held by the Government in the funds of incorporated | in time of war, may be cut off, or greatly obstructed by 
companies, and then to reduce the duties of impost to aj the power of the enemy. Of all other articles, the sup- 


simple, economical revenue standard. ply may be as abundant from abroad in time of war, by 


“ Allare but parts of one stupendous whole.” the eerey ean of neutral flags, as in time of peace. 
The articles usually denominated contraband of war, may 
And, in carrying out this system to its inevitable conse-|be intercepted by the enemy, and cannot be protected 


B quences, it is apparent that, when all this shall have been | by the neutral flag. The list of these articles of contra- 
§ done, the same spirit of simplicity and reform will com-| band is usually regulated by treaties. The number of 
| mand that the army should be disbanded, because its only | them, as recognised by the customary law of nations, 


use is to protect one portion of the community at the ex- | independent of treaty stipulations, is very unsettled. Great 
pense of all the rest; that the navy should be gradually di-| Britain being almost always a belligerent nation, and pos- 
minished, and ultimately abolished, because the degree of | sessed of preponderating power upon the ocean, has, in 
protection which it extends to the commerce and naviga-| latter times, constantly struggled to enlarge the list by 
tion of the country may exceed what shall be indispensa-| including in it not merely the fabricated instruments of 
bly necessary to counteract the regulations of foreign | warlike destruction, such as cannon, muskets, swords, 


| Powers; and, finally, that the Government of the Union, | pikes, bombs, grenades, and the like, but provisions, and 


simplified into a machine of total uselessness and inability | the materials especially for shipbuilding. All the other 


; to protect any great interest of the nation, should dissolve | maritime nations, on their part, endeavor to contract the 


| itself into its original elements, and vanish—-the baseless |list of contraband, and confine it to articles actually 
; fabric of a vision. 


wrought, and manufactured, and used only and exclu- 
The subscribers believe that, to secure to the nation |sively for war. We have had treaties both with France 
during war a supply of all the articles necessary to the | and Great Britain, each containing a list of articles to be 


| subsistence, comfort, and wellbeing of the people, is one | understood between the parties as contraband of war. 


of the ebjects which require and command the protection | The treaties with France contain the most contracted, 
of manufactures generally, as one of the great duties of |and the treaty of 19th November, 1794, with Great Bri- 
the nation itself; but to limit the policy of protection to| tain, the largest list of contraband that has ever been 
the articles of domestic manufacture indispensable to our | claimed by modern belligerent nations; and it so happens 
safety in time of war, is tantamount to the denial of all} that, in both these treaties, unwrought iron is expressly 
protection to every article, excepting those the want of | excluded from the list of contraband. No nation has ever 
which, and the uses of which, are applicable only to the | pretended that it was, or should be, included in that list. 
state of war. Food and raiment are articles indispensable | The supply of it from abroad cannot, therefore, be inter- 
to the safety of a nation in war as well asin peace. If it | cepted by the enemy in time of war, and there is no rea- 
were meant that all articles of domestic manufacture, | son whatever for protecting, by high duties, the domestic 
serving for food or raiment, should be entitled to the per- | production of it against the foreign competitor, other than 
manent and ultimate protection of the National Govern-|the reason common to all other articles or productions 
ment, the limitation itself presented by the message would !of domestic industry. It stands upon the same foot- 
benugatory. With that understanding all the manufac-| ing with all the rest, and has no claim whatever to supe- 
tures of woollen and of cotton would have an equal claim | rior protection, from its being merely the principal mate- 
to permanent protection with those of iron, lead, or cop- jrial from which the instruments of death are composed. 
per. The necessities of the nation in time of war furnish | It is, therefore, extreme injustice to all other articles of 
an unanswerable argument for the protection of its manu- | domestic growth or manufacture, to withdraw from them 
factures—of all its manufactures in time of peace. This | their just share of protection to heap it upon the solitary 
's the sound principle. The attempt to draw a line of | article of iron. 
distinction between articles indispensable to our safety in} The subscribers, therefore, believe that the principle 
time of war, and all other articles, with a view to confer the | itself advanced in the message, and illustrated by the re- 
exclusive privilege of permanent protection upon the for-|commendation gradually to withdraw from the manufac- 
mer, and to withdraw all protection from the latter, must be | tures of the country all the protection which they enjoy 
utterly deceptive, and, if carried out into practice, could | by the existing laws of the United States, with the single 
terminate only in gross injustice. jexception of the articles indispensably necessary for the 
In the report of the Committee of Ways and Means, | national independence and safety in time of war, is incor- 
which accompanied their bill to reduce and otherwise | rect, unjust, and unconstitutional. They believe that 
alter the duties on imports, it is said that they have en-| j 
Ceavored to arrange the duties with reference to the prin- 











protection, permanent protection, to the interest of do- 
| mestic industry, including agriculture, manufactures, and 
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the mechanic arts, is a right secured to the citizens, whose | all further obligation to maintain or preserve their politica| 
property and subsistence depend upon that protection, | connexion with the people of the other States, and would 
by the constitution itself, as well as by the laws; that the |forthwith proceed to organize a separate Government, 
withdrawal from them of that protection would be the|and do all other acts and things which sovereign and in. 
denial to them of a constitutional right, and equivalent to |dependent States might of right do. 
a sentence of banishment upon them. In saying this, the} This ordinance was issued, bearing date the 24th day 
subscribers do not deny the right of the Government to|of November. Ten days after which, on the 4th of pe. 
modify this protection by an adjustment of the revenue |cember, the message of the President, after noticing that, 
to the necessary public expenditures. They object nei-|in one quarter of the United States, opposition to the re. 
ther to the reduction of the revenue, nor to the reduction | venue laws had risen to a height which threatened to 
of duties of imposts; both these operations may be effect-| thwart their execution, if not to endanger the integrity 
ed without impairing the protection enjoyed by domestic| of the Union, observes that, whatever obstructiois may 
industry, and they are precisely the operations which it is,/be thrown in the way of the judicial authorities of the 
at this time, the duty of the Government of the United |General Government, it was hoped they would be able, 
States to perform. neaceably, to overcome them by the prudence of their 
The recommendation of the message gradually to with-|own officers, and the patriotism of the people; but that, 
draw from the manufactures the protection which they | should this reasonable hope be disappointed, it was be. 
enjoy by existing laws, appears to the subscribers the|lieved the laws themselves were fully adequate to | 
more exceptionable, as it obviously countenances the prin-|suppression of such attempts as might be immedi: 
ciples asserted, as well as the attitude assumed, of hosti-! made; and that, should the exigency arise, rendering the 
lity to the manufacturing interest, and of defiance to the| execution of the existing laws impracticable, from any 
Government of the Union, under the shield of State sove-| cause whatever, prompt notice of it would be given to 
reignty, by popular commotion in one of the members of Congress, with the suggestion of such views and me: 
the Union. Before the message was delivered, a conven-|sures as might be necessary to meet it. 
tion, assuming to represent the people of South Carolina,! The subscribers could not but observe with concern 
and to exercise, in their name, .an absolute, unlimited, |and surprise, that, in a message delivered at a time when 
and, therefore, despotic power of sovereignty, had is-!the abovementioned ordinance of the South Carolina con. 
sued an ordinance, declaring and ordaining that all the | vention had been ten days issued, and when its contents 
several acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the Unit-|had been several days fully known in this city, the condi. 
ed States, for imposing duties and imposts on the im-| tion of things, and the opposition to the execution of the 
portation of foreign commodities, and now having actual | laws of the United States in the State of South Carolina, 
operation and effect within the United States, were null, | was described in terms so inadequate, as appeared to then, 
void, and no law, nor binding upon the State of South Ca-|to the real magnitude of the crisis in the affairs of th 
rolina, its officers, or citizens. |Union. A document purporting to be the act of the sove- 
And the same convention, by the same ordinance, had | reign people of South Carolina—-an act of sovereignty s0 
ordained that all promises, contracts, and obligations, | transcendent as to speak in the language of command to 
made or entered into, or to be made or entered into, with | the Legislature of the State, as to prescribe oaths to be 
purpose to secure the duties imposed by the said acts, |taken by the existing officers, civil and military, of the 
and all judicial proceedings which should be thereafter | State, on the penalty of forfeiting their offices—an act 
had in affirmance thereof, were, and should be, held ut-|an authority spurning, as beneath it, the ties of morality, 
terly null and void. jand assuming to annul existing promises, contracts, 
‘The same convention had further ordained that it should | obligations—an act, first depriving the civil tribunal sy 
not be lawful for any of the constituted authorities, whe-| of the State and of the United States, of the power of | 
ther of the State of South Carolina or of the United States, \forming their judicial functions, and then declaring that 
to enforce the payment of duties imposed by the said acts| the first effort of the Federal Government to enforce t 
of Congress within the limits of that State; that it should |laws of the Union, otherwise than through the jud 
be the duty of the Legislature to adopt such measures, | tribunals, should be the signal to the State of South Ca , 
and pass such acts as might be necessary to prevent the}lina for dissolving her connexion with this Union, a 
enforcement, and arrest the operation of the said acts, | forming a separate Government—this act, accompani 
and parts of acts, of the Congress of the United States, | with addresses to the people of the State, and of the other 
within the limits of that State, from and after the Ist day |twenty-three States, declaring that it was the fixed and 
of February then next. junalterable determination of the people of South Caro- 
The same convention had further ordained that all the lina never more to submit to a protecting tariff, must 
officers of the State, civil or military, except members of| have been in the possession of the President at the tin 
the Legislature, should take an oath to obey, execute, | when his message was communicated to the two_ Hot St 
and enforce the said ordinance, and such act or acts of | of Congress. Only six days after the delivery of this a0- 
the Legislature as might be passed in pursuance thereof; | nual message, the proclamation emanating from the san 
that the offices of every individual who should omit or|source, was published to the world, founded, as appeats 
neglect to take this oath, should be, thereby, ‘pso facto, | on its face, upon the ordinance alone, which bad thus been 
vacated; and that no juror should be empannelled in any |in the President’s possession before the message was s 


of the courts of the State, in any cause in which should |to Congress. It would seem that the recommendations 


be in question the ordinance, or any act of the Legisla-|the message were so nearly identical with the terms con 
ture passed in pursuance thereof, unless he should first, | descendingly proposed as a concession by the authors 
in addition to the usual oath, have taken an oath to obey, lthe ordinance for the future revenue system of the Unio 
Legislature, to carry the same into operation and effect. |scribe, that an expectation was entertained that, on the I 
And the same convention, speaking as the people of| ceipt of the message in South Carolina, the nullify ng | 
South Carolina, further declared that they would eee eeenee would immediately be abrogated. And, indee 


der any act, on the part of the Federal Government, to|upon an attentive comparison of the recommendations 


enforce the laws thus nullified, otherwise than through |the Chief Magistrate with the autocratic concessions of 
the civil tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with the! South Carolina nullifying convention, there will be | 
longer continuance of South Carolina in the Union; that} between them a shade of difference so nearly impert 


Mos ; 


‘y would thenceforth hold themselves absolved from! ble, that this expectation was not destitute of foundat 


execute, and enforce the ordinance, and all acts of the|which South Carolina would graciously consent to pre- 
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To the subscribers this affords but a source of deeper 
mortification, upon perceiving that formal recommenda- 
tion in the message of a gradual, and, ultimately, total with- 
drawal of all legislative protection from all the manufac- 
tures of the,country, excepting only those articles indis- 
pensably necessary to the safety and independence of the 
nation in time of war; an exception so strangely expound- 
ed in the report and bill of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to mean unwrought iron. 

The proclamation did, indeed, take a direct and formal 
issue with the nullifying convention, upon both the arti- 
cles of fundamental law, by virtue of which that assem- 
blage asserted their right to exercise sovereign, despotic 
authority in the name of the people of South Carolina. 
The proclamation denied the right of the people of South 
Carolina to nullify the laws of the United States. It de- 
nied the right of the State of South Carolina to secede 
from that Union to which the people and State of South 
Carolina, by the pledge of their lives, their fortunes, and 
their sacred honor, in the declaration of independence, 
and by their own solemn accession to the constitution of 
the United States, had bound themselves and their good 
faith, in the face of God and man. To both these princi- 
ples of the proclamation, the subscribers assent and ad- 
here; and the clear and indisputable consequence from 
them is, that the South Carolina convention was an unlaw- 
ful and unconstitutional assembly, and their ordinance an 
unlawful and unconstitutional act—null and void in itself, 
andthe enforcement of which, by physical power, would 
be levying war against the United States. 

The duties incumbent upon the President of the United 
States in this emergency, and the deep responsibility by 
which he is bound to the performance of them, are fully 
and unequivocally set forth in the proclamation. The 
sense of those duties was profoundly impressed upon the 
mind of its author. The subscribers deem it altogether 
unnecessary, and irrelevant to the present state of this 
country, to inquire by whom or when, or for what pur- 
pose, the absurd doctrines of nullification and secession 
were first gotten up and promulgated. They well know|the great masses of population constituting the Union. 
that those doctrines never can be carried out in practice,} 1. This opposition of interests is geographical, the di- 
but by a dissolution of the Union. The consummation of} vision line being that between the States where the popu- 
either of them must, in itself, be a dissolution of the|lation is entirely free, and those where the population 
Union. If any organized power, under any circumstances| consists of masters and slaves; the divisions are of North 
whatever, in any one State, can nullify the laws of Con-}and South. 
gress, then has the Union no legislative, and consequently| 2. It is an opposition of interests between servile and 
noj udicial or executive power. The Government is ipso| free labor. 

Jacto dissolved, and the Union must crumble to atoms with} The subscribers believe these positions to be very far 
it. If any one State can at its pleasure secede from the} from correct; but they deem it not necessary to discuss 
Union, every other State must possess the same power;| them here; they are the positions upon which the whole 
an the constitution of the United States, instead of being] system of the proceedings of South Carolina is founded, 
a compact ordained and established by the people, to se-|and as such they must be considered. 

cure to them and their posterity the blessings of liberty,| It cannot be denied that in a community spreading over 
is but a partnership of corporate bodies without posterity, |a large extent of territory, and politically founded upon 
without soul, without faith, and ready to trample under] the principles proclaimed in the declaration of indepen- 
foot, as is done by the ordinance of the South Carolina! dence, but differing so widely in the e'ements of their so- 
convention, its own promises, contracts, and obligations, | cial condition, that the inhabitants of one-half the territo- 
as well as those of others, or the laws of the land. Resist-| ry are wholly free, and those of the other half divided 
ance against certain laws of the United States, even under} into masters and slaves, deep, if not irreconcilable colli- 
the authority of single State Governments, has more than sions of interest must abound. The question whether 
once been attempted. The doctrines of nullification and| such a community can exist under one common Govern- 
secession have more than once been asserted or counte-| ment, isa subject of profound, philosophical speculation 
nanced by resolutions of particular State Legislatures;!in theory. Whether it can continue long to exist, is a 
but this is the first example since the establishment of the | question to be solved only by the experiment now making 
constitution, when a formal organization of the power of) by the people of this Union, under that national compact, 
the people of a State has been accomplished, not only for | the constitution of the United States. 

tie avowed purpose of resisting the laws of Congress, but} At the formation of the constitution itself, these colli- 
ofannihilating the whole system of revenue laws, of dictat-| sions of interest presented themselves at the threshold. 
ing tothe whole Union a new fiscal code, and of interdict-| No sooner was the representation of the people in the po- 
ing with a sentence of outlawry the protection secured by pular branch of the Legislature to be adjusted, than it 
the constitution and the laws to at least one-third part of) arose. It is one of the first principles of republican free- 
the people. ] 








of the United States, with this ordinance in his hand, 
with a full knowledge of its whole import, and with a 
thorough conviction of the duties which it devolved upon 
him, in defence of the constitution and laws of the Union, 
should, by the whole tenor of his annual message, and 
especially by the recommendation gradually to withdraw 
from the manufacturing establishments the protection 
which they enjoy by the existing laws, have given so 
much countenance and encouragement to the most unjust 
claims and most groundless pretensions of the South Ca- 
rolina convention. 

There isan aspect in which this controversy must be 
considered, and in which the subscribers believe it was pe- 
culiarly incumbent on the President, as the Chief Magis- 
trate of the whole people, to withhold all countenance or 
shadow of support from those prctensions. 

The foundation of the compiaints alieged by the South 
Carolina convention as the justifying cause of their extra- 
ordinary proceedings, is a collision of sectional interests 
between the slaveholding and the exclusively free por- 
tions of the Union. The allegation is, that the protection 
extended to domestic industry, by the imposition of du- 
ties upon the productions of the like industry imported 
from abroad, necessarily operates to produce inequality 
in the burden of taxation upon the free and upon the 
slaveholding portions of the people, tc the disadvantage 
and oppression of the latter: that whatever of taxation is 
levied by impost upon manufactures and free labor, is 
more than repaid by this protection; that it becomes there- 
by their interest to increase the protecting duties instead 
of reducing them; and that, as the labor of slaves cannot 
be applied to manufactures, and as the agricultural pro- 
ducts of the South derive no benefit from this protection, 
the ultimate result of the impost system is to make it at 
once a tax upon the slaveholder of the South, and a boun- 
ty to the free laborer of the North. 

This statement of the case presents two prominent 
points of consideration. The foundation of the argument 
is an irreconcilable opposition of interests between two of 



















dom, that the representation of the people should be pro- 


The subscribers cannot but lament that the President! portioned to their numbers. It is another, that the taxa- 
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tion of the people should be proportioned to their num- 
bers and their property. But here was a community, one- 
half of whom held it for a principle that all popular 
representation should be proportioned to the numbers of 
the people, while the other half held a third part of their 
own numbers as the property of the other two-thirds. 
They claimed, therefore, that, in the popular branch of 
the Legislature, they should be privileged with a repre- 
sentation, not only of their numbers, but of their proper- 
ty—of their living machinery. 

Here was a great, and, it would seem, an irreconcilable | 
collision of interests between the aggregate parties to the 
compact under deliberation. How was it adjusted? By 
concession from the Northern and wholly free States. 
They consented that, while in this hall, in the popular 
branch of the Legislature, they themselves should have a 
representation proportioned only to their numbers, the 
slaveholders of the South should, in addition to their 
proportional numbers, have a representation here for 
three-fifths of their living property—of their machinery. 
What was the equivalent for this concession? A provision 
that direct taxation should be levied under this constitution, 
in the same compound proportion of numbers in the free, 
and of numbers and property in the slaveholding States. 

The basis of this compromise between great conflict- 
ing interests was, that the proportion of representation 
in the popular branch of the Legislature, and the pro- 
portional burden of direct taxation, should be greater in 
the Southern than in the Northern, or, in other words, 
greater in the slaveholding than in the free States. Such 
was the compromise in principle; how has it operated in 
practice? 

The representation of the slave population in this House 
has, from the establishment of the constitution of the 
United States, amounted to rather more than one-tenth of 
the whole number. In the present Congress, it is equiva- 
lent to twenty-two votes; in the next Congress, it will 
amount to twenty-five. This is a combined and concen- 
trated power, always operating to the support and exclu- 
sive favor of the slaveholding interest, and against that 
northern free interest which is protected by the duties of 
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confederated nation the slaveholding policy. ‘The office 
of Vice President, a station of high dignity, but of little 
other than contingent power, had been usually, by their 
indulgence, conceded to a citizen of the other scction, 
but even this political courtesy was superseded at the 
election before the last, and both the offices of President 
and Vice President of the United States were, by the pre. 
ponderancy of slaveholding votes, bestowed upon citi- 
zens of two adjoining, and both slaveholding States. At 
this moment, the President of the United States, the Pre. 
sident of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and the Chief Justice of the United States, are 
all citizens of that favored portion of the united republic. 
The last of these offices being, under the constitution, 
held by the tenure of good behavior, has been honored 
and dignified by the occupation of the present incumbent 
upwards of thirty years. An overruling sense of the high 
responsibilities under which it is held, has effectually 
guarded him from permitting the sectional slaveholding 
spirit to ascend the tribunal of justice; and it is not difii- 
cult to discern, in this inflexible impartiality, the source 
of the obloquy which that same spirit has not been inac- 
tive in attempting to excite against the Supreme Court of 
the United States itself, and of the insuperable aversion 
of the votaries of nullification to encounter or abide by 
the decision of that tribunal, the true and legitimate un- 
pire of constitutional, controverted law. 

The disproportionate numbers of the slaveholding re. 
presentation in the House of Representatives have secured 
to it the absolute control of the general policy of the 
Government, and especially over the fiscal system, the 
revenues and expenditures of the nation. At the first es- 


\tablishment of the Government, it was the ‘slaveholding 
|interest which dictated the principle that the public reve- 
| nues should be raised, not by direct taxes, but by impost. 


Had direct taxation been resorted to, the very letter of 
the constitution prescribed that a heavier burden of it 
should fall upon them than upon the States where no 


|Slaves existed. The selection of impost, as the exclusive 
{mode of taxation for raising revenue, was made and dic. 


|tated by them, and for their special benefit. But they 


impost. This privilege of representation for property| were then willing that, in raising the revenue, some p 


has been always enjoyed by the slaveholding States, from 
the establishment of the constitution to this day; and they 
will continue to enjoy it as long as the constitution shall 
remain in force. But it was not enjoyed by them under 
the confederation, nor can they ever enjoy it under any 
confederation of States. But while their enjoyment of 
the privilege under the constitution is constant and unre- 
mitting, the correlative and equivalent privilege of lighter 
direct taxation has been effective to the free States only 
twice, and for very short periods, in the forty-five years 
that the constitution has existed. The history of the 


Union has afforded a continual proof that this representa-| 


tion of property, which they enjoy as well in the election 
of President and Vice President of the United States as 
upon the floor of the House of Representatives, has se- 
cured to the slaveholding States the entire control of the 
national policy, and, almost without exception, the posses- 
sion of the highest executive office of the Union. Always 
united in the purpose of regulating the affairs of the whole 
Union by the standard of the slaveholding interest, their 
disproportionate numbers in the electoral colleges have 
enabled them, in ten out of twelve quadrennial elections, 
to confer the chief magistracy upon one of their own citi- 
zens. Their suffrages at every election, without excep- 
tion, have been almost exclusively confined to a candidate 
of their own caste. Availing themselves of the divisions 
which, from the nature of man, always prevail in commu- 
nities entirely free, they have sought and found auxiliaries 
in the other quarter of the Union, by associating the pas- 
sions of parties and the ambition of individuals with their 
own purposes, to establish and maintain throughout the 


tection should be-extended to domestic industry. It had 
not occurred to them yet, that, by their disproportionate 
numbers in the popular branch of the Legislature, they 
could exclude all the free labor of the country entirely 
from the protection of the law. 

Under that protection, the industry of ,freedom hus 
thriven and flourished. Often checked and retarded by 
that preponderating system of policy which the slave- 
holding interest, by its disproportionate representation in 
the General Government, was always enabled to pre 
scribe, and to which the labor of the free was compelled 
to submit, a right to some protection, under the compact 
of constitutional union, had never been denied to it. 
Sparingly, scantily, and grudgingly as it was dispensed, 
still the right to protection was conceded; and, in the rais- 
ing of the revenue, actual protection was, to some d 
gree, yielded. Free labor received its reward; but 
prosperity never exceeded that of the slaveholder, 1 
was the protection which it enjoyed ever equal or compar- 
able to that secured to the slaveholding interest, both by 
the constitution and the laws. 
| In this condition of the common country, with the slave- 
| holding interest in possession of all the highest offices of 
dignity and power, legislative, executive, and judicial, a 
discovery is suddenly made in South Carolina—the only 
| State of the Union in which the slave population larg« ly 
| outnumbers the free, and where, consequently, six-tentlis 
of the people are the property of the other four-tenths— 
there it is that the discovery bursts upon the nation, that 
duties of impost, levied for the protection of free labor, 





| 


\are unconstitutional; that domestic industry has no righ 
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to the protection of existing laws; and that all the reve- 
nue laws are palpable violations of the constitution of the 
United States. Upon the heel of this discovery comes 
immediately the fixed and irrevocable determination that 
free labor shall no longer and never more enjoy this pro- 
tection ofthe law. And how is this determination carried 
into effect? A convention of the people—that is to say, 
of rather more than one-half the four-tenths of the owners 
of the rest--a convention representing, at the utmost, 
one hundred and fifty nasal souls, and, of course, less 
in numbers than three-fourths of the single city of New 
York, is assembled—-itself unconstitutionally constituted, 
and assembled in defiance of the fundamental laws both 
of the Union and of the State. It assumes, in the broad 
face of day, the exercise of absolute, despotic, irresistible, 
uncontrollable power; nullifies the whole code of reve- 
nue laws of the United States; dissolyés contracts, pro- 
mises, obligations, sanctioned by solemn appeals to God; 





prescribes oaths as abhorrent to the pure intelligence of} Representatives. 


the Being invoked to attest them, as to the souls of those 
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of imposts, which, by the constitution of the United 
States, are required to be uniform throughout the Union. 


| Vermont, with a free population of 280,000 souls, has 


five representatives in the popular House of Congress, 
and seven electors for President and Vice President. 
South Carolina, with a free population of less than 260,000 
souls, sends nine members to the House of Representa- 
tives, and honors the Governor of Virginia with eleven 
votes for the office of President of the United States. If 
the rule of representation were the same for South 
Carclina and for Vermont, they would have the same 
number of representatives in the House, and the same 
number of electors for the choice of President and Vice 
President. She has nearly double the number of both. 
Were a direct tax now to be levied, to which South Ca- 
rolina herself could not object-as unconstitutional, her 
proportion of it must be just as nearly double that of Ver- 
mont, asis the number of her members in the House of 
If, by the protection to her farmers, 
and mechanics, and manufacturers, against the competi- 


upon whom they are imposed; declares the people of| tion of foreign labor, armed with foreign legislations, the 


South Carolina absolved from all their ties of allegiance 
and fidelity to their country; annihilates the judicial tri- 
bunals of the Union within the State; and then declares 
that, if an attempt is made to execute the laws of the 
Union, otherwise than through those annihilated tribunals, 
South Carolina will secede from that Union to which her 
fathers pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sa- 
cred honor; from that Union she will secede, and consti- 
tute herself a supreme, sovereign, feudal dominion of de- 
Since the 
attempt of the Titans to scale the throne of Heaven, so 
bold an enterprise was never conceived. Since the pro- 
ject of the builders on the plain of Shinar to make them- 
selves a name, lest they should be scattered abroad upon 
the whole earth, so gallant an exploit was never under- 
taken. And it was this moment, when rebellion was 
stalking forth under the worse than Gorgon shield of State 
sovereignty, that the President of the United States chose, 
for recommending to the insulted, vilified, and contemned 
legislative authority of the Union, tamely to yield, in sub- 
stance, to this overbearing pretension, and gradually to 
withdraw from the manufacturing establishments, with 
some vague and indefinite exceptions, the whole protec- 
tion of the existing laws. 

It hag been seen that, by the constitution of the United 
States, the right of representation in the popular branch 
of the Legislature, and in the Colleges of Electors to the 


men of the Green mountains find brisker markets for the 
productions of their toil; if their mountains themselves are 
clad in a fresher and more perennial verdure; if the very 
face of nature upon her soil gladdens with the hue of 
hope, and the smile of joy, at the beneficence of their 
government, acting in auxiliary subserviency to the benec- 
ficence of Heaven, while the slaveholder of South Caro- 
lina cannot derive so much benefit from the protection of 
man, because his industry is not his own, and all his pro- 
fits must be earned by the sweat of another’s brow, is this 
a reason to justify him for tearing to pieces the charter of 
national freedom by which he is bound to the freemen of 
Vermont? By the letter of that fundamental compact, his 
power in the enactment of the laws, to be binding upon 
both, is nearly twice that of the mountaineer. By the 
letter of that compact, too, were the revenues of the 
whole community to be levied by direct taxation, his 
share of contribution must be nearly doubled. With 
what pretence of reason, therefore; can he complain of a 
slight inequality bearing upon him; not by the burden 
of the impost, which is every where the same, but by 
the primeval curse of Omnipotence upon slavery, deny- 
ing to him the remote and contingent advantage which 
the free laborer of Vermont derives from the protection 
of the laws? 

The subscribers believe, therefore, that the ground as- 
sumed by the South Carolina convention for usurping the 


offices of President and Vice President of the United] sovereign and limitless power of the people of that State 


States, is unequally divided between the Northern and 
Southern, or, in other words, the free and the slave- 
holding States; that while the free States are represented 
only according to their numbers, the slaveholders are 
represented also for their property; and that the equi- 
valent for this privilege is, that they shall bear in like 
manner a heavier burden of all direct taxation. That, by 
the ascendancy which their excess of representation gives 
them in the enactment of the laws, they have invariably, 
in times of peace, excluded all direct taxation, and there- 
by enjoyed their excess of representation, without any 
equivalent whatever. This is, in substance, an evasion 
of the bilateral provision in the constitution. It gives it 
an operation entirely one-sided. It is a privilege of the 
Southern and slaveholding sections of the Union, without 
any equivalent to the Northern and Northwestern free- 
men whatever. 

‘ 


( 
i 


South Carolina, the State which, above all others, en- 
joys this unrequited privilege of excessive representa- 
which her proportion would be nearly double that of any 
non-slaveholding State, should proceed from that very 


[t is not a little extraordinary that this new pretension| ment, and others issued from the Executive 


complaint that she bears an unequal proportion of duties|so long as the execution of the Iau 


to dictate the laws of the Union, and prostrate the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial authority of the United 
States, is as destitute of foundation as the forms and sub- 
stance of their proceedings are arrogant, overbearing, ty- 
rannical, and oppressive; they believe that one particle of 
compromise with that usurped power, or of concession to 
its pretensions, would be a heavy calamity to the people 
of the whole Union, and to none more than to the people 
of South Carolina themselves. That such concession by 
Congress would be a dereliction of the highest duties to 
their country, and directly lead to the final and irretriey- 
able dissolution of the Union. 

That the President of the United States has a deep and 
just sense of the solemn duties devolving upon him in this 
great emergency, the subscribers have seen with great 
arxl most sincere satisfaction, by his proclamation, and 
by his message to Congress communicating that docu- 
Jepartment, 


together with those emanating from the disorganizing fac- 
;tion in South Carolina. 
on, released from all payment of the direct taxes, of|the action tothe word. Bound by his official oath to take 


It only remains for him to suit 


care that the laws shall be faithfully executed, those laws 
have armed him with ample power to discharge that duty 


; shall meet with no re- 
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sistance by force. Even that resistance, also, he has not| fication. It ceased, as he says, ‘‘in spirit and in truth.” 
been left without means, lawful means, to overpower and| It ceased even in form—-Government is the enactment and 
subdue. If other means be necessary or expedient, it is} administration of laws, or it is a dominion of arbitrary 
the duty of the Legislature to invest him with them. But} power—republican Government is a Government of laws, 
with the usurpations of the South Carolina convention| The Government by will is not republican Government, 
there. can be no possible compromise. ‘They must con-/ The constitutions of several of the States expressly de. 
quer or they must fall. clare the intent of their institution to be to establish q 
The subscribers are the more deeply impressed with the| Government of laws and not of men. In these United 
conviction that no compromise can be authorized or per-| States, the people, although the true and legitimate 
mitted with the insurrectionary spirit of the fdocuments| source of all political power, have never exercised the 
from South Carolina, because they consider them utterly powers of Government themselves. They delegate power 
incompatible with the principles of republican Govern-| by constitutions of Government, all under strict limita. 
ment, and because they believe, with equal confidence, | tions to secure the rights of the citizen from the oppres. 
that, if met with open front and unyielding energy, there| sion of arbitrary power. Under these constitutions the 
is nothing in this array of rebellion in the slightest degree legislative, the executive, and the judicial powers are 
dangerous, they will not say to the existence, but even to} separated from each other, a separation without which 
the peace and tranquillity of the Union. For a conflict of} some of them expressly declare, and all tacitly recognise, 
physical force, which may God, in his mercy, forbid; but] that there can be no enjoyment of liberty. They entrust 
should it unhappily ensue, the parties to it are one hun-| the power of legislation to two co-ordinate assemblies of 
dred and fifty thousand, at the utmost, strong on one side,} men, each operating as a check upon the other, and gen. 
and ten millions on the other. But the ordinance of nul-/ erally under the further check of a qualified negative in 
lification itself, and all the other State papers of this new!] the Chief Executive Magistrate. Such is the constitu. 
sovereignty in embryo, professedly disclaim all purpose} tion of the United States. Such is the constitution of the 
or intention of resorting to physical force, unless in self-| State of South Carolina. These constitutions are the fun. 
defence. If, in the spirit of county court litigation, they! damental laws of the land, protective of the rights of 
can, by quibbles and quillets of the law, entangle the jus-| every individual citizen. Under this protection, a con- 
tice of the Union in a net of subtleties, by capiases, reple-} yention is assembled, representing a part of the people 
vins, and withernams; if by imposing unhallowed and de-| of South Carolina, but assuming to represent them all— 
tested oaths upon their own citizens, in violation of theit| acknowledging no law; affecting the exercise of absolute, 
allegiance and obligations to their country; if by enjoin-| irresistible, uncontrollable power, and issues an ordinance 
ing upon them, under heavy penalties, fraud, perjury,| annulling the constitution and laws of the United States 
the breach of their own promises, contracts, and obliga-| within the State of South Carolina, commanding the Le- 
tions, and the forfeiture of all their civic duties as Ame-| gislature of the State to enact laws in violation of the con- 
rican freemen; if by all these ingenious and peaceable; stitution of the State; absolving the citizens of the State 
devices the collection of the revenues of the United States} from the fulfilment of their promises, contracts, and obli- 
within the State of South Carolina can be practically and| gations; and imposing upon them oaths, which they can- 
permanently frustrated, the purpose of nullification is ac-| not take without giving the lie to their consciences in the 
complished; she asks no more--she draws no sword—she] face of God. The convention which issued this ordi- 
faints at the very sight of blood—she thinks ‘the sove-| nance has an existence authorized by the Legislature, for 
reign’st thing on earth, awhole year. After*giving out this memorable ordi- 
‘Is parmacity for an inward bruise,” nance, it adjourns, to meet again at the convocation of its 


and, as asovereign State, she will administer nothing but president. Upon the principles which it assumes ~ , 
parmacity to heal the inward bruises of the constitution. | Tle of action for itself, it is invested with the whole Sove- 
From the principles announced by the President in his} ¢!gn power of the people of South Carolina, a . , 
proclamation, and in his recent message, and from all the] 9° limitation but that of time, and that extending to a 
measures of the Government yet adopted in preparation whole year. During all that period its authority ot a * 
for this exigency, there is no reason to apprehend that] Mount to that of the Legislature, to oe constitution . 
force will, in the first instance, be used on the part of the the State, to the constitution of the United Sta es. 3 
United States. The determination not to yield, is a spi-| possesses the _whole power of the people, leg ao ie 
rit passive in its nature until aggression provokes it to ac-| ¢Xecutive, judicial; it may constitute itself a tribuna 7 
tion. It endures until summoned to resistance in self-| the trial of offenders against any ordinance which nin 
defence. In the collision of exasperated passions, it is ordain; it may pass sentence of death upon any such offen- 
the temper of aggression that always strikes the first blow. | der; it may erect within its hall a guillotine or a _ . 
Nullification, in assuming the attitude of self-defence, de- and execute its own sentences by the hand of its “ ; 
nies its own nature; it is essentially aggressive, and will} President. It has passed a law, not only meebo ae - 
assuredly find that it can never accomplish its purpose but} nullifying in express terms the obligations of contracts; hi 
by hostile action. So long asit stays its hand, however, | ™ay, by the same sovereign power, pass bills of atta oe 
the laws of the Union will have their execution. The] €% post facto laws; it may proscride the freedom of the 
executive minister of the law performs his duty until met} PT&S5, the freedom of speech, the freedom of ates 7 
by the resistance of physical force, and until then the}!t may establish a religion, and religious ——* i 
thunder of the ordinance is but a brutum fulmen. Let} May grant titles of nobility; and, lastly, it may invest all 
the Government of the Union, in all its branches, manifest these powers in its president, to have, and to hold, and 
the pure, unaggressive, but firm and inflexible temper of| © ¢xercise, to him and the heirs of his body, forev r. To 
self-defence, and nullification will vanish like a noxious| $8y that they will not exercise these powers, is only tos y 
exhalation before the morning sun. | that they will not thus abuse the power which they cla n 
By the constitution of the United States, it is provided | 0 possess. It is a pure unadulterated despotism—ces 
that the United States shall guaranty to every State in| Potism in a single assembly, superseding the ee taal 
this Union a republican form of Government. The sub-| of the constitution and the laws, guarantied by the { nited 
scribers believe, with one of the most eminent and virtu-| States to every State in the Union, and to all ; ° ; 
ous citizens of South Carolina,* that republican Govern-|2¢"s- During the existence of that convention, the - 

ment in that State ceased with the ordinance of nulji-| VeTmment of South Carolina is not republican. It has 
;Government. It is under the rule of an organized anal 

* Thomas S. Grimke. ichy, with a nominal Legislature subordinate to a law! 
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assemblage of tyrants, calling themselves the people of} unequal and oppressive upon the South, the subscribers 


South Carolina. 

It must especially be not forgotten that among the im- 
plied, necessarily implied powers claimed by this con- 
vention, is that of enacting laws for the United States— 
laws paramount even to the constitution of the United 
States. ‘To repeal a law is to enact a law; to nullify a 
law is an act of more transcendent authority. The power 
competent to repeal is competent to enact a law. To 
nullify a law is an act of superior and paramount autho- 
rity. The ordinance of South Carolina nullifying in 
words only within the limits of that State, the whole code 
of revenue laws of the United States assumes, in fact, the 
authority of repealing that whole code throughout the 
United States. It legislates for the whole Union. Sub- 
mission to it for one instant would recognise an appel- 
late power of legislation, coextensive with the whole 
Union, in every one of its States. To call such a system 
anarchy, would be to give it too mild a name. It is usur- 
pation of the most odious character—usurpation of one 
State over the laws of twenty-three, and brands the State 
itself, as well as the individuals by whom the absurd pre- 
tension is raised, with the indelible character of ‘‘ close 
ambition varnished o’er with zeal.” 

From these pretensions the State of South Carolina 
must desist. The subscribers have no doubt that, unless 
encouraged to persevere in them by some faltering or 
weakness of concession on the part of the Government 
of the United States, she will desist from them, and there- 
by redeem herself from the obloquy of a desperate strug- 
gle to subdue the whole family of her sisters under the 
dominion of her own ungovernable will. She must re- 
sume her seat in the family circle, from which she has so 
unadvisedly started, and submit to the laws which she 
shared in establishing, until she can persuade her asso- 
ciated equals to concur with her in repealing them. Of 
this result the subscribers entertain not the slightest doubt, 
if the clear and indisputable rights of the whole Union 
shall be maintained with becoming perseverance and for- 
titude by the Government of the United States. 

But the subscribers have seen with deep regret that 
the message upon which it has been their indispensable 
duty to animadvert, does in its whole purport relating to 
the administration of the internal affairs of the nation, and 
most especially in the recommendation to Congress gra- 
dually to withdraw from the manufacturing establish- 
ments of the country, with a vague and indefinite excep- 
tion, the whole protection of the existing laws, give an 
alarming encouragement, not only to the unwarrantable 
proceedings of the South Carolina convention, but to the 
most extravagant doctrines and outrages of nullification. 
Connected with the other effective recommendations to 
abandon all further purposes of national internal improve- 
ment, and all future revenues from the public lands, with 
the hand of ruin raised against credit and currency, in 
the denunciations of the Bank of the United States, and, 
at the root of all, the proclamation of the principle that 
the wealthy landholders, or, in other words, the slave- 
holding planters of the South, constitute the best part of 


believe to be utterly without foundation. They have 
proved that by the constitution of the United States the 
principle is expressly recognised, that, as an equivalent 
for the privilege of slave representation in the Legislature 
and the Electoral Colleges, the slaveholders should bear 
an additional and proportional burden of all direct taxa- 
tion. It may be, that, under any possible system of taxa- 
tion, the owner of slaves may feel the burdens of it more 
heavily than the freeman, because he must pay the taxes 
of his slave as well as his own. All taxation is an assess- 
ment upon property—all just taxation bears some propor- 
tion to the property of the party taxed. Ifthe rich pays 
a larger tax than the poor, it is not therefore a tax un- 
equal and oppressive upon the rich. ‘The unequal tax is 
that which exacts from the poor the same amount of con- 
tribution as from the rich. There are, to speak in round 
numbers, two millions of slaves in this Union. At the 
average value of three hundred dollars a head, they con- 
stitute a mass of six hundred millions of dollars of proper- 
ty, all owned in the slaveholding States, who possess, or 
may if they please possess, all other kinds of property 
which can be held in the States where slavery is explod- 
ed. The slaveholders, therefore, are, as respects the 
whole Union, the rich, and the freemen of the other 
States are the poor, of the community. ‘The slavehold- 
ers own six hundred millions of dollars worth of wealth 
more than the inhabitants of the wholly free States. And 
this property is self-productive. It is no breed of bar- 
ren metal, but a breed of living value--a breed of flesh 
and blood, of bone and sinew, of productive and pro- 
fitable labor. Its owners hold it not only as individual 
property, but as collective political power. It yields 
them not only the increase of increasing population, equi- 
valent in this country to a compound interest of three per 
cent. a year. It yields them not only the fruits of all the 
industry of two millions of human beings, but it yields 
them, collectively, twenty-five representatives in one 
branch of the common Legislature, and upwards of thirty 
votes of two hundred and eighty-eight electors of Pre- 
sident and Vice President of the United States. Upon 
what principle of natural justice or equity can the hold- 
ers of this property pretend that they will not contri- 
bute to the revenues of the nation, more than the freeman 
who holds no such property, and enjoys no such repre- 
sentation? 

It has been seen that, with a free population of 280,000 
souls, Vermont sends to the National House of Represen- 
tatives only five members, while South Carolina, with a 
like population of less than 260,000, sends nine; New 
Hampshire, witha free population of 270,000, sends only 
five. Inthe year 1813, under the third census, Vermont 
and New Hampshire had each six members in the House 
of Representatives, and South Carolina the same number 
as at present, and as she will have under the new census; 
that is, nine. 

In the direct tax of the year 1813, the sum apportioned 
to the State of New Hampshire was ninety-six thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three dollars and thirty-seven 


the national population, they can perceive nothing other| cents; that upon the State of Vermont was ninety-eight 
thana complete system of future Government for this|thousand three hundred and forty-three dollars and seven- 
Union directly tending to its dissolution—-a system totally |ty-one cents; that upon the State of South Carolina was 
adverse to that which has prevailed from the establish-| one hundred and fifty-one thousand ninc hundred and five 


ment of the constitution, till the day of the delivery of 
the message--a system altogether sectional in its charac- 
ter, wasteful of the property of the nation, destructive to 


dollars and forty-eight cents. 
If the fifteen millions of annual revenue, which are 
supposed by the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 


its commerce, withering to its future improvement, blast-!to be necessary for the wants of the Government, and 


ing to the manufactures and agriculture of two-thirds of 
the States, and looking in its ultimate results to sacrifice 
the labor of the free to pamper with bloated profits the 
owner of the slave. 

The admission in the message that the laws for the rais- 


were proposed by the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to be levied as a permanent revenue, should 
now be raised by a direct tax, the sum apportioned for its 
payment to the State of New Hampshire would fall a lit- 
tle short of four hundred thousand dollars; that to the 


ing of revenue by imposts have bcen, in their operation, | State of Vermont would a Little exceed the same amount, 
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The sum apportioned to the State of South Carolina| Union generally, resulting from the collection of the ng. 
would be upwards of seven hundred and fifty-five thou-| tional revenues, by duties of impost; nor is it true tha 
sand dollars, very little short of those of the two States of| South Carolina has suffered impoverishment under this 
New Hampshire and Vermont together. Is there a hu-|system of taxation, in comparison with New Hampshire, 
man being who can imagine that the people of South| Vermont, or New England generally. Of this the unap. 
Carolina will pay, of fifteen millions levied by impost, an|swerable demonstration is found in the same fact of rely. 
amount approaching to that which will be paid by the|tive representation in Congress, under the successive 
people of Vermont and of New Hampshire united? In|enumerations of the people. In 1813, under the thirj 
strict justice to the non-slaveholding States, all the reve-| census, the representation of South Carolina in this House 
nues of the Union ought to be raised either by direct tax-| consisted of nine members; that of Vermont was six; that 
ation, or by a system, the cperation of which would pro-|of New Hampshire six. Under the last census, Sout) 
duce the same result. The slave representation is a per-| Carolina retains for the next ten years the same number 
manent, uninterrupted privilege enjoyed by the owners of|of nine members; New Hampshire has only five, Ver. 
the slaves. The equivalent for it ought, in justice, to|mont only five: New Hampshire and Vermont have thys 
bear the same character. Duties of impost do so to a|lost, each, one member on the floor of the Representative 
certain extent; but the substitution of them instead of di-| hall, while South Carolina has retained her number unin. 
rect taxation is, beyond all question, favorable to the|paired. The relative increase of the population of Sout) 
slaveholding States. Nine-tenths, at least, of all the re-| Carolina has, therefore, for the last twenty years, been 
venue raised by impost duties are levied upon the articles| greater than that of Vermont or New Hampshire; and let 
of cotton, wool, and woollens, silks, flax, and hemp, iron, | it be remembered that, in South Carolina, this increase of 
spirits, and molasses, wines, coffee, tea, and sugar. Now, | population is at the same time, in the most literal sens, 
the consumption, by any part of the slave population, of|an increase of wealth. There, population is property, 
any one of these articles, when imported, is exceedingly |and the increase of that part of the population which is 
small; instead of being in the proportion of three to five| the property of the remainder, has been in larger propor. 
in comparison with that of the free white population, it|tion. The slaves have multiplied more rapidly than ther 
is certainly not in the proportion of one to ten. If we}masters. ‘Thus, altogether, for the last twenty years, the 
analyze the articles upon which the great mass of the re-| population and the wealth of the people of South Carolin 
venue by impost is raised, we find it to be upon food and\has increased more than those of Vermont or of Nev 
raiment; tea, coffee, sugar, wine, molasses, spirits, are of| Hampshire, and this is the result of the system of impos, 
the first kind thus classified; wool, cotton, silk, flax, and| which the political economists of the new school would 
leather, are of the second. Now, who does not know] teach us to believe is grinding the South to dust for the 
that the food and raiment of the slave are almost entirely benefit of the North, and fattening the New Hampshire 
of domestic growth and production? They are fed upon farmer, and the shepherd of the Green mountains, upon 
the fruits, and clad in the apparel produced by their own] the spoils of the South Carolina planter. . 

labor on the plantations to which they belong. It is pro-| In examining the part of the message specially refer- 
bable that their owners consume more of the articles im-|red by the House to the Committee on Manufactures, 
ported from abroad than an equal number of citizens in| namely, that which relates to the protection necessary t 
the States where all are free; but if so, it is either because | domestic manufactures, the subscribers have necessarily 
they are more wealthy by the possession of slaves, or be-| been led not only to an examination of the principle lad 
cause they are not accustomed to habits of frugality so} down, as the basis of the recommendations, relating to 
parsimonious and self-denying. The passions, the vices, | this particular interest, but to a general stirvey of all the 
and the virtues of men are all modified by their condi-| foundations of the new system of Government for ths 
tion in civil society. Among men who subsist only upon| Union, the outline of which is presented for the first time 
the fruits of their own labor, industry and frugality are|in this document. They have considered it as a whi 
constantly stimulated by the natural and perpetual impulse] of which all the parts are adapted to each othe ras 4 
of bettering their own condition. Wherever one portion] whole, which, if carried into execution, would change the 
of the community lives in perpetual servitude to another, | nature of the Government of the United States, and, in 
where master and slave both subsist upon the labor of the| their belief, at no distant day, effect its dissolution. The 
slave, industry and frugality not only lose much of their|assumption of the principle, that, with the exception 0 
natural influence upon human conduct, but are apt even| articles of indispensable necessity in time of war, all legis 


to lose the name and consideration of virtues. The slave| lative protection must ultimately be withdrawn from do- 
feels neither the spur of industry nor the curb of fru-| 


mestic manufactures, the subscribers believe to be itsell 
gality; for the fruits of his industry are not his own, and| contrary to the vital spirit ef the constitution, and equiv 
his scanty subsistence leaves him nothing to spare. The|lent toa bill of attainder, not against one indiv dual, but 
master’s wants, supplied by another’s toil, multiply with | against a whole, respectable, and most important Ciass 0! 
the means of gratification, and his natural tendencies will| citizens; the denial to them of a right secured to them 
be to spend rather than to hoard. All labor to him will| the social compact of the constitution itself. And t 
assume the hue and disrepute of servitude, and frugality | assumed principle appears to us the more exceptionadle, 
to his eyes will lose her natural healthy bloom, and fade|inasmuch as it is the identical principle assumed by t! 
into the livid complexion of penurious avarice. Under} nullifying faction of South Carolina, and had but too mane 
these influences, South Carolina, with a free white popu-j fest a tendency to encourage them in the violent and ur 
lation rather less than that of New Hampsl:ire, may, pos-| constitutional measures by which they were, at the wi 
sibly, by the consumption of imported articles, contribute} moment when the message was dk livered, arming De 
rather more to the public revenues of the Union; but the} worse than Eastern despotism of State sovereign! 
subscribers have no hesitation in declaring their belief) against that same right of the citizen to the protect! 
that the difference of amount between t if ascertain-|the laws. Had it stocd by itself, the recommendat 
ed toa dollar, would be found too trifling and insignifi- gradually to withdraw from the manufuctures the pro! 
cant to warrant a whisper of complaint; and that it would tion of existing laws, would have appeared incons de rate, 
bear rt of comparison to the difference, disadvanta-|and, at the moment when made, most unseasonable. But 

lina, which would appear by the levy | coupled, as it was, with recommendations totally to abate 

nount by direct taxation. don all future purposes of internal national improven oe 
t injustice nor oppression upon|to give away, without equivalent, the imm«¢ nse ly val . 
he southern portion of the}|property in the public lands, and to sacrifice with 
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National Bank all the property of the nation in corporate 
companies for roads and canals, and the whole system 
emanating from a speculative theory of political morality, 
pronouncing the wealthy landholders of every country 
the best part of their population, the subscribers could 
neither disguise to themselves, nor could they, consistent- 
ly with the sense of their duties to their country, with- 
hold the exposure of their conviction that, taken all toge- 


ther, it presents a decomposition of all the elements which} 


ao _ — 


of its Government, is to harmonize and not to divide, to 
co-operate and not to conflict. 

The most remarkable characteristic of the controversy 
which now threatens the dissolution of the Union, is, that 
it originated in the discontent of one great protected in- 
terest, with the protection extended by the existing laws 
to another. The controversy is sectional in its nature. 
It is the superabundantly, the excessively protected inte- 
rest of the South, which revolts at the feeble and scanty 


hold this Union together; an array of great interests against| protection of the laws enjoyed by the North, the Centre, 


each other, instead of a combination, by mutual conces-| and the West. 


To inflame these discontents, and to arm 





sion and mutual support of great interests, in union with} them with offensive weapons, sophisms, which reason 
each other. ‘The planter of the South, the new settler of| blushes to be called to confute, are wrought up into 
the West, the husbandman of the North and Centre, the| axioms of political economy; fiction usurps the place of 
merchant of the Atlantic shore, the navigator of the ocean, | fact, to invert the most authenticated story of our national 


and the artisan of the workshop and the loom, have each, 
in his several sphere of action, a separate and distinct in- 
terest, but a common right, a common stake, a common 
pledge, in that great social compact, the constitution of 
the United States. All are equally entitled to its protec- 
tion, and to that of its laws. ‘To bind, to interweave, to 
rivet them in adhesion inseparable together, is the duty 


independence. Construction nullifies the connexion be- 
tween words and their meaning, to make the constitution 
say what it denies, and deny what it says; and invention is 
beggared for tales of decay and desolation and poverty 
and distress, in the South, in the face of an increasing re- 
lative representation in this House, and a doubling amount 
at once of population and property. ‘The Southern plan- 


of the American patriot and statesman; to bring one of| ter is told that duties of impost are paid, not by the con- 


those great interests in hostile collision with all or any one 
of the others, is to loosen the bonds of the Union, and to 
kindle the fires of strife. A sound, uniform, and accre- 
dited currency; an inexhaustible and invaluable fund of 
common property in the public lands; an organized and 


effective application of the national energies and resources| 


to great undertakings of internal improvement; and a firm, 
efficient protection of commerce and navigation against 
the arm of foreign violence, and of manufactures and agri- 
culture against the indirect aggressions of foreign legisla- 
tion and competition: these, the subscribers believe, are 


the cements which can alone render this Union prosper-! 


ous and lasting. To discompose and unsettle the currency, 


to cast away the treasure of the public lands, to abandon| 


all enterprise of internal improvement, and systematically 
to deny all protection to the domestic manufactures, is to 
separate the great interests of the country, and toset them 
in opposition to each other. 
of the Union. 


The subscribers, with the most respectful considera-! 
tion, but with the freedom which their sense of duty re-! 


quires, cannot but indulge the hope that the author of the 


message will reconsider the principles upon which its re- 
commendations are founded, and review them upon ascale 
of more enlarged political philosophy than that of favorit- 
ism for one part of the population, to the disparagement! 
of all the rest; or that of reducing the Government of a 


It is to untie the ligaments| 


sumer of the dutied articles, but by the producer of 
cotton, rice, and tobacco. What isthe purpose of this ab- 
| surdity? To stimulate his selfish and sordid passion of ava- 
| rice, and his hatred of the Northern manufacturer. It is 
not true, but his anti-social passions believe it. He is told 
that this Union is a mere confederacy of States, of sove- 
reign States, from which any one of them may break off 
at pleasure. This is grossly, palpably false; and to bol- 
ster it up, the most notorious historical facts are falsified. 
He is told that each of the States of this Union separately 
{declared itself sovereign and independent; and as bare 
untruth is not of itself sufficient to bear out this impos- 
| ture, the county of Mecklenburg is metamorphosed into 
the sovereign and independent State of North Carolina, 
to stamp the legend of the sterling standard upon the base 
metal of nullification. The tale is utterly groundless, but 
| the abused planter believes it. In the constitution of the 
United States, the whole people of the Union, speaking 
in the first person, declare themselves parties to it; de- 
clare themselves to ordain and establish it for the most 
exalted purposes of human action, upon this side the 
grave--evento secure to themselves and to their posterity 
| the blessings of liberty. The planter is told that these 
|are idle, unmeaning, cabalistical words; that there is no 
| people of the United States. That the paper called the 
constitution of the United States is a league ‘of despotic 
corporations, which can have no posterity to whom the 


| 
| 





nation, swelling from tens to hundreds of millions of| blessings of liberty may be secured; which, having no 


governable population, to a simple machine. 


To solve 


soul, can have no dread hereafter of the penalties of vio- 


civil society into its elements, is to send back man to the} lated vows, and can never be excommunicated; which, 


state of nature; it is to degrade the citizen to a savage. 


having no conscience, can be bound by no ties of morality 


The subscribers believe that this great confederated| to the fulfilment of its promises, contracts, and obligations; 
Union is an union of the people, an union of States, an| free from all restrictions, human or divine, independent 


union of great national interests; an union of all classes, 


conditions, and occupations of men; an union coextensive 
with our territorial dominions; an union for successive 
They read in the pre- 


ages, without limitation of time. 


| of all laws of the land or of heaven; sovereign as the 
{throne of Omnipotence, and competent to nullify not only 
| the laws of the whole Union, but the inalienable rights of 


man, and the decrees of eternal justice. He is substan- 


amble to the constitution, that it was ordained and esta-| tially told all this, and he believes it. 


blished by the people of the United States, among other} 


He is then told that he is poor and miserable; that his 


great and noble purposes, to secure the blessings of liberty; plantation is going to ruin; that his slaves double their 


to themselves and their posterity. 


such compact. The people of the United States, in ordain 


As sovereign States} numbers in not less than twenty years; that they are not 
have no posterity, they are incompetent to enter into any 


worth half so much as they were when cotton sold for 
| thirty cents a pound. That in South Carolina they cannot 


ing the constitution, expressly bound to its observance their produce half so much as in Alabama, Mississippi, or Loui- 


posterity, as well as themselves. 


Their posterity, that is, | siana. 


But that it is all owing to the accursed tariff; al 


the whole people of the United States, are the only power| owing to the protection of Northern manufactures by the 


on earth competent to dissolve peaceably that compact 
It cannot otherwise be dissolved but by force. But te 
make it perpetual, the first and transcendent duty of al 


.j laws of the Union. He is told that the tariff takes money 
»| from his pocket, and puts it into that of the Northern ma- 


lj nufacturer. He is told that the Northern manufacturer is 


who at any time are called to participate in the councils] a thiefand a robber, and that it is upon him, the planter, 


yin aia Spain narra espe maint eee 
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that his robberies are committed. He is told that a cruel, | impending with universal ruin, draining all the sources of 


tyrannical, oppressive majority in both Houses of Congress 
are the representatives of this highwayman of the North; 
that they pervert the very principles of popular represen- 
tation to the purposes of oppression and robbery; that 
they dare not open their hearts to the sentiments of jus- 
tice and humanity. He is told all this, and he believes it. 

And behold the whole foundation of the superstructure 
of nullification. Falsified logic, falsified history, falsified 
constitutional law, falsified morality, falsified statistics, and 
falsified and slanderous imputations upon the majorities 
of both Houses of Congress for a long series of years. All, 
all is false and hollow, And for what is this enormous 
edifice of fraud and falsehood erected? To rob the free 
working man of the North of the wages of his labor; to 
take money from his pocket, and put it into that of the 
Southern owner of machinery. It has been said that there 
is no philosophic falsehood so absurd, but it has been 
maintained by some sublime philosopher. Surely there 
is no invention so senseless, no fiction so baseless or so 
base, but it has been maintained by some learned, intelli- 
gent, amiable and virtuous, but exasnerated and bewil- 
dered statesman. Nor was there ever in the annals of 
mankind an example of a community fretted into madness 
and goaded into rebellion, by a concerted and persever- 
ing clamor of grievances so totally destitute of foundation, 
and pretences so preposterously fictitious, as that which 
has found its consummation in the nullifying ordinance of 
the South Carolina convention. 

In the name of the people of South Carolina, that con- 
vention have declared that they will never more submit 
to a protective tariff; and to place beyond all doubt what 
they mean by a protective tariff, they have nullified, that 
is, declared null and void, all the revenue laws of the 
United States. They have, to the extent of their power, 
extinguished all the revenues of the United States derived 
from duties of impost. To nullify the protection of the 
laws imparted to their fellow-citizens, constituting more 
than half the population of the Union, they have abolished 
the revenues of the nation. They have in express terms 
declared that so long as the principles of protection shall 


be recognised by the laws of Congress, ‘* no more taxes| 


shall be paid here,” that is tosay, in South Carolina. 
South Carolina, then, by virtue of her sovereign power, 
has deprived the people of all the rest of the Union of 
the protection of existing laws; and she has declared that 
she never more will pay her proportion of the taxes, not 


even of the taxes imposed for revenue alone, until the | 


principle of protection, that is, of protection by the im- 
position of duties, shall be renounced, renounced forever. 
In their theory, the South Carolina convention make an 
all-important distinction between duties imposed for reve- 


nue and duties imposed for protection; but, in their prac-| 


tice, they involve them all in one common ruin. 

Now, the subscribers cannot suppress the mortification 
and alarm with which, at the very moment when the arm 
of one of the States of this Union was thus raised, pro- 
claiming with a voice of thunder her inflexible purpose 
to strike a vital blow at the right, the first constitutional 
right of more than half the people of the Union to pro- 
tection, even to the protection of existing laws, that, at 
this peculiar moment, the Chief Magistrate of the United 
States should have addressed to the Legislative Councils 
a message, recommending not only a gradual withdrawal 
of all that protection, but a whole system of administra 
tion for the future government of the Union, adapted to 
that principle of withdrawn and nullified protection; a 
system revolutionary in its character, totally departing 
from all the paths of peace and prosperity trodden by 
Washington and all his successors, down even to him who 


fertility from the fountains of internal national improve. 
ment, shaking to its foundation all commercial confidence, 
by the determined annihilation of the bank, and wresting 
forever from the people of the United States, and from 
their posterity, for unnumbered ages, the inestimable jp. 
heritance of the public lands, bequeathed to them by their 
fathers, or acquired at the expense of their own toil and 
treasure, as a property common to them all, and already 
yielding them yearly millions of income, which may be, 
and ought to be, applied to the employmentand compen. 
sation of the laborious poor, and at the same time to the 
permanent and growing improvement of the condition of 
the people. ; 

Such, in the opinion of the subscribers, is the protec. 
tion due to domestic manufactures; to the interest spe- 
cially committed, by the standing order of the House, to 
the charge of the committee of which they are members, 
The protection necessary to domestic manufactures is the 
protection of the existing laws. It is the protection ex. 
tended, though in other forms, to all the other great ip. 
terests of which the community is composed; the protec. 
tion enjoyed by the planter of the South, by the woods. 
man of the West, by the merchant of the populous cities, 
by the mariner of the seas; protection from foreign host. 
lity, protection from foreign competition. 

But the subscribers must not be misunderstood. This 
protection is in nowise incompatible with a reduction of 
the revenue, nor even with a reduction of the duties by 
impost. The taxation of the country may be reduced to 
the wants of the Government, at whatever scale the stan. 
dard of these wants may be fixed by the wisdom of Con 
gress, without atall impairing the principle of protectio 
The two principles have no necessary connexion will 
each other; and all this bitter controversy has arisen from 
the blending of them improperly together. That the 
taxation of the country ought now to be reduced, the sub. 
scribers do not believe, because at the present moment 
the treasury, so far from overflowing, is drained of more 
ithan its last dollar. Because the tariff act will not, in 

their opinion, bring any excess of revenue into the trea- 
sury, at least for the two succeeding years; and if ever 
the prospect of such an unexampled evil should approach, 
ithe next Congress will be invested with ample powers to 
ward it off, and will certainly not be slow to exert then 

|Nothing can be more fallacious than the fancy that we 
ican control the action of our successors upon subjects 
over which their jurisdiction will be the same as ours; 
with this exception, that theirs will bein full vigor, and ours 
forever extinct. It is not for the dead to give laws to the 
jliving. Prospective legislation upon the most uncertain 
of contingencies, if not absolute usurpation, is akin to it 

the impotence of its claims. It is the broken column a! 
mutilated inscription of Eternal Rome. If the time should 
come when even the prospect of a redundant treasury 
shall be imminent, taxation ought to be, and undoubtedly 
will be reduced; and in reducing its amount, the oblige 
|tions of Congress will be to accomplish that object with- 
out injuriously affecting any of the great interests ol 
the country. That this cannot be done by one uniform 
ad valorem duty of any given per centage upon all im 
| ported articles, is certain; nor can it, without great injus- 
itice, be effected by discarding all discrimination, ex e} 
|that of articles charged with impost, and articles entire!) 
free. Nothing can be more unequal and oppressive in 
ituxation, than the assessment of the same rates of duty 
lepen all dutied articles. Its first inequality is its bearing 
upon the rich and the poor; the same tax, which is unfett 
by the wealthy landholder, may crush to the earth the 
'day-laborer who tills his ground. © Its next inequality 1s 


now calls us to deviate from them, to explore new wastes|that produced by foreign legislation and foreign compe! 
of desolation, beyond which there is no promised land, |tion. An article of foreign manufacture comes into ya 
but all is one unbounded and interminable desert; a system | market cheapened by a bounty upon its export, at th 











place whence it 
like article, the production of your own soil or of your 
own industry; tax it at the same rate of per centage upon 


















which none of your own citizens have staked their for- 
tunes and subsistence, and you consume all your manu- 
factures with fire. It may be taken as a rule of universal 
application, that with a uniform rate of ad vaiorem duties, 
without discrimination, there can be no domestic manu- 
facturing establishments. This is the protection which 


























the United States. This protection the subscribers be- 
lieve to be indispensably necessary to their existence, and 
its withdrawal by the General Government, whether im- 
mediate or by gradual steps, Jeaves them only the melan- 
choly alternative of sudden death, or slow and lingering 
extinction. In either event, it will be the sacrifice of all 
the free industry of the Union to that best part of the po- 
pulation, the wealthy land and slaveholder of the South. 
This is the policy recommended by the message of the 
President of the United States, and against which the 
subscribers, as members of the Committee on Manufac- 










































strate. 





J. Q. ADAMS. 
LEWIS CONDICT. 













MESSAGE 
From the President of the United States, returning the 
bill entitled ‘* An act for the improvement of certain 
harbors, and the navigation of certain rivers,” with his 
objections tothe same. Read, and referred to the Com- 

mittee on Roads and Canals, December 6, 1832. 

To the House of Represeniatives: 

In addition to the general views I have heretofore ex- 
pressed to Congress on the subject of internal improve- 
ments, it is my duty to advert to it again in stating my 
objections to the bill entitled ** An act for the improve- 
ment of certain harbors, and the navigation of certain 
rivers,” which was not received a sufficient time before 
the close of the last session to enable me to examine it 
before the adjournment. 

Having maturely considered that bill, within the time 
allowed to me by the constitution, and being convinced 






















for my guide on this subject of legislation, { have been 
compelled to withhold from it my signature; and it has 
therefore failed to become a law. 

To facilitate as far as I can the intelligent action of Con- 
gress upon the subjects embraced in this bill, I transmit 
herewith a report from the Engineer Department, distin- 







enable it, between those appropriations which do, and 
those which do not, conflict with the rules by which my 
conduct in this respect has hitherto been governed. By 
that report it will be seen that there is a class of appro- 
priations in the bill for the improvement of streams that 










designated by law, or have any ascertained connexion 
with the usual establishments for the security of com- 
merce, external or internal. 

It is obvious that such appropriations involve the sanc- 
tion of a principle that concedes to the General Govern- 
ment an unlimited power over the subject of internal im- 
provements, and that I could not, therefore, approve a 
billcontaining them, without receding from the positions 
taken in my veto of the Maysville road bill, and after- 
wards in my annual message of December 7, 1830. 

It is to be regretted that the rules by which the classi- 
fication of the improvements in this bill has been made by 
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came; it comes in competition with a|/the Engineer Department, are not more definite and cer- 


tain, and that embarrassments may not always be avoided 
by the observance of them; but, as ncither my own re- 


its value, as you do an article upon the production of| flection, nor the lights derived from other sources, have 


furnished me with a better guide, I shall continue to apply 
my best exertions to their application and enforcement. 
In thus employing my best faculties to exercise the powers 
with which I am invested, to avoid evils, and to effect the 
greatest attainable good for our common country, I feel 
that I may trust to your cordial co-operation; and the ex- 


they now enjoy by the constitution and existing laws of} perience of the past leaves me no room to doubt the 


liberal indulgence and favorable consideration of those 
for whom we act. 

The grounds upon which TI have given my assent to ap- 
propriations for the construction of light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, public piers, and the removal of sand bars, saw- 
yers, and other temporary or partial impediments in our 
navigable rivers and harbors, and with which many of the 
provisions of this bill correspond, have been so fully stat- 
ed, that I trust a repetition of them is unnecessary. Had 
there been incorporated in the bill no provisions for works 
of a different description, depending on principles which 


Ftures, in submitting this their report to the House, deem | extend the power of making appropriations to every ob- 
it their duty respectfully, but most earnestly, to remon-| ject which the discretion of the Governinent may select, 


and losing sight of the distinctions between national and 
local character, which I had stated would be my future 


'guide on the subject, I should have cheerfully signed 


the bill. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
December 6, 1852. 





ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, October 27, 1832. 
To the President of the United States: 


Sin: In compliance with the requirements of your note, 
which I had the honor to receive from you yesterday, 
directing my attention to an examination of the appro- 
priations contained in the bill ** for the improvement of 
certain harbors, and the navigation of certain rivers,” 
which you retained at the close of the last session of Con- 
gress for consideration, and desiring me to report, at as 
early a day as practicable, what appropriations are for-— 

** 1st. Improvements of harbors on the seaboard;” or 
for, 

«© 2d. The removal of partial and temporary obstruc- 


that some of its provisions conflict with the rule adopted |tions in a river already navigable, lying between a port of 


entry established by law on said river, and another such 
port on the ecean;” or for, 

«© $d. The improvement of the harbors on such rivers, 
and within such places, or on the great lakes, which are 
themselves directly traversed by vessels engaged in our 
foreign commerce; and directing me to set forth for what 


guishing, as fur as the information in its possession would }improvements appropriations are made that do not come 


within the above restriction, that are not navigable, that 
are not on the direct line of communication, but embrace 
watercourses, or places thereon between one port and 
another established by law, and which do not pertain to 
the established harbors or ports of entry, and that are to be 


are not navigable, that are not channels of commerce, | made in riverson which no such harbors or ports of entry 
and that do not pertain to the harbors or ports of entry | exist; or at points on the lakes that are not situate at one 


of, or between the different ports established by law to 
afford facilities to our foreign commerce;’’ I have the 
honor to lay before you the following, as the most accu- 
rate classification, under the several heads above enume- 
rated, of the various appropriations provided for in this 
bill, and which have for their object works of a character 
indicated by these heads respectively, that the informa- 
tion possessed at this department will enable me to fur- 
nish. 

Ist. Improvements of harbors on the seaboard. 

For the harbor at 
chusetts, 


‘ 


the mouth of Lass river, Massa- 
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For the harbor at the mouth of Connecticut river, Con- 
necticut. 

For the harbor at the north end of Goat island, and the 
removal of the light-house to a proper site, Rhode Island. 

For the port of Little Egg harbor, New Jersey. 

For breakwater at Sag harbor, New York. 

For breakwater near the entrance of the harbor of New 
Haven, Connecticut. 

For the harbor of Baltimore, Maryland. 

For breakwater at Port Pontchartrain, Louisiana. 

For works at Cedar point, Connecticut.* 

For Fair Weather island and Black Rock harbor, Con- 
necticut. 

For Dog river bar, Alabama. 

For breakwater at Church’s cove, Rhode Island. 


2d. The removal of partial and temporary obstructions, 
in a river already navigable, lying between a port of 
entry established by law on said river, and anothersuch 
port on the ocean. 


For buoying the channel and removing the bar in the 
southwest passage of the Mississippi, below New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 
3d. Improvement of harbors on such rivers, and within 

such places, or on the great lakes, which are them- 

selves directly traversed by vessels in our foreign com- 
merce. 

For the harbor of Portland, on Lake Erie, New York. 

For the harbor of Silver creek, on Lake Erie, New 
York. 

For the harbor at the mouth of Big Sandy creek, on 
Lake Ontario, New York. 

For the harbor at the mouth of Salmon river, on Lake 
Ontario, New York. 

For the piers at the entrance of the Chesapeake and 
Delaware canal into the Delaware river, Delaware. 

For the harbor at the mouth of Oak Orchard creek, on 
Lake Ontario, New York. 
4th. Improvements which embrace watercourses, (or 

placesthereon,) that are not navigable, that are not in 
the direct line of communication between one port and 
another, established by law, and which do not pertain 
to the established harbors, or ports of entry, and that 
are to be made in rivers on which no such harbors or 
ports of entry exist, or at points on the lakes that are 
not situate at one, or between the different ports esta- 
blished by law, to afford facilities to our foreign com- 
merce. 

For the Kennebeck river, between Augusta bridge and 
Ticonic falls, Maine. 

For North river, Massachusetts. 

For Connecticut river, above the city of Hartford, Con- 
necticut. 

For Thames river, between New London and Norwich, 
Connecticut. 

For the Hudson river, above Hudson, New York. 

For Delaware river, between Trenton and Bordentown. 

For the Raritan river, between New Brunswick and 
Red Root creek, New Jersey. 

For Deep creek, Virginia. 

For Pasquotank river, North Carolina. 

For river Raisin, Michigan Territory. 

For Kentucky river. 

For harbor of Chicago, Hlinois. 

For survey of St. Francis river, Missouri. 

For the Cocheco branch of the Piscataqua river. 

For the Mispillion river, Delaware. 

For survey of Muskingum river, Ohio. 

For survey of Savannah river, between Savannah and 
Petersburg, in Georgia. 


* Saugatuck is classed under the fourth head. 
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For Saugatuck river, Connecticut. 

For Back creek, Maryland. 

For Wabash river, Indiana. 

For opening a communication between Mahon’s river, 
in Delaware, and the fast land. 

With great respect, 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. GRATIOT, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. Chief Engineer. 


MINERALOGY AND GEOLOGY, UNITED STATES 
House or Rernesentatives, February 21, 1833. 


Mr. RICHARD M. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to which was referred the resolution 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Pre. 
sident of the United States to employ a suitable per. 
son, in aid of the Topographical Bureau, to ascertain 
the mineralogy and geology of each of the several 
States of the Union, with a view to the construction of 
a mineralogical and geological map of the whole ter. 
ritory of the United States, report: 


That they have examined the subject, and are of opi. 
nion that it is of great national importance, and is desery- 
ing of the approbation of Congress. The manner, also, 
in which the proposition contained in the resolution is 
sought to be carried into effect, appears entirely unex- 
ceptionable, by reason of its being very properly con- 
nected with the Topographical Bureau, as well as on ac- 
count of no additional appropriation being required to 
carry it into effect. It is, in fact, only adding another 
object to the duties of that branch of the service. 

Whilst all the resources of industry in the United States 
have been deemed worthy the attention and protection of 
the Government, the development of our immense mine- 
ral wealth has been left entirely to accident, anc. has not 
been fostered by that public encouragement which would 
have been followed by so many advantages to our own 
citizens, or would have raised the scientific character of 
our country abroad. 

The European Governments have been more just to 
their interests; and the science of geology, on account of 
its pre-eminent practical utility, is, at this time, more po- 
pular and more cherished, among the nations of Europe, 
than any other branch of knowledge. 

This science, which can only be effectively studied by 
arduous and laborious examinations of extensive and 
tant localities, teaches that all the valuable metallic and 
mineral deposites, such as coals, both bituminous and 
non-bituminous, tin, iron, copper, lead, gold, marbles, 
freestones, and cther mineral substances, proper for mi- 
litary and civil constructions, occupy geological positions 
in the crust of the earth, according to a natural system 
which is regular and unalterable, so that, to a great ex- 
tent, the presence of any one of the numerous mineral 
formations indicates to the scientific geologist the proba- 
ble existence or non-existence of other formations conti- 
guous to it in the general system. Thus, a particular 
formation of sandstone may indicate, with unerring cet- 
tainty, the existence of coal, or even salt, lying beneath 
it, in situations where no external appearances are 
sent. 

The committee forbear to press further upon the House 
further illustrations of this kind, and will only add that, 
since the surveys authorized by law to be made by the 
Topographical Bureau, have for their object the affording 
facilities connected with the transportation of productions 
from the interior, it would seem that the national utilily 
of the services of that branch would be greatly increased 
if the Topographical Bureau were authorized to make 
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mineral investigations in the various territories of the| The judge whose conduct in the present instance is al- 
United States, and then, when important developments leged to be such as to call for the exercise of the impeach- 
of mineral wealth are effected, to cause such efficient sur-|ing power of the House, holds his office for a term of 
veys to be made as may give the most beneficial directior. four years only, and may, by the express provision of the 
to their transportation. act of Congress establishing his office, be removed at 
The committee is of opinion that all can be effectually | any time within that term by the President. The trial 
done without ary increase of the annual appropriation | by impeachment is the highest and most solemn in its na- 
under the act of April 30, 1824, and by simply adding ture, known in the administration of public justice. It 
this important object to the duties of the Topographical |is established for high political purposes, and would seem 
Bureau. to be proper only against judges who hold their offices 
It also appears highly deserving the attention of Con- during good behaviour, and other high officers of the 
gress, that among the results attending the execution of Government, for such crimes or misdemeanors as the 
this proposition, would be the construction of a national) public service and interest require to be punished by re- 
map, containing all the metallic and mineral deposites of moval from office. , ; 
the United States, based upon actual survey. The in-| Sut, as the House may not concur with the committee 
trinsic value of such an extraordinary delineation of our in these opinions, they have thought it their duty to look 
mineral resources, and of such a monument of the en- into the evidence before them in support of the charges 
couragement given to science, no man can appreciate made against Judge Johnson, and also into the evidence 
until some progress has been made in its execution. It} referred to them in his vindication. As they believe that, 
is in this manner, also, that, without injyring any other| upon an examination of all the proofs before them, there 
branches of the service, we shall introduce among the] can be but one opinion as to the question whether a suf- 
engineers of the army a correct knowledge of the true/ ficient ground for an impeachment is made out or not, 
principles of geology. the committee have not supposed it necessary or import- 
For these reasons, the Committee on Military Affairs) ant to report to the House, in detail, either the charges 
have instructed their chairman to move the following re-| or the evidence on the one side or the other. 
solution: Judge Johnson appears to have filled the office of judge 
Resolved, That the chairman of the Committee of Ways| of the superior court of Arkansas Territory, under se- 
and Means be requested to amend the bill making the|veral appointments, during a period of twelve years. 
appropriation on this subject, so as to give the power to| The general charges against him are, favoritism or par- 
embrace this subject. tiality to particular counsel in the trial of causes; irrita- 
bility of temper, and rudeness on the bench towards his 





: ase Sek ain : c : brother judges and the bar; incapacity, manifested by a 
CHARGES AGAINST JUDGE JOHNSON. vacillating and inconsistent course of judicial decision, 
Hovse or Rerresentatives, February 8, 1835. and habitual intemperance. 


; 7 In making out specifications under these several heac 
Mr. BELL, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to) the memavaliet anes not collie himself to the “eee 
which was referred the memorial of William Cum- the judge’s office which is just expired, but the whole 
mins, setting forth certain charges of official and other period of his judicial administration in Arkansas is re- 
misconduct against Benjamin Johnson, one of the! viewed; and, after all, it may be stated, that four cases 
Judges of the Superior Court of the Territory of Ar- only are brought to the notice of the House by the evi- 
kansas, have had the same under consideration, and| gejce—the trial of Herod, House, and Woods, for the 
make the following report: murder of Melborne, being regarded as one case in 
A preliminary question presented for the decision of| which favoritism or partiality is alleged to have influenc- 
the committee, by the nature and object of the investiga-| ed him. : 
tion in which they find themselves engaged, was, whether| There are facts stated in the case of Herod, House, 
a judge of a territorial court is such an officer as may be|and Woods, and in the case of Embree, which are no 
impeached before the Senate, under the provisions of the| doubt true, as they are stated by members of the bar of 
constitution prescribing and regulating the mode of bring-| character for veracity; but the inferences from those facts 
ing official offenders to justice. A majority of the com-| appear to the committee to be strained, being generally 
mittee are strongly inclined to the opinion that such an/those of unsuccessful counsel; and, upon looking into 
officer is not a proper subject of trial by impeachment.|the explanatory evidence furnished in behalf of Judge 
Some of the reasons upun which that opinion may be] Johnson, not to be warranted by the circumstances of the 
supported will be stated. whole case. For example, the discharge of the first jury 
The constitution, in article 11, section 4, provides that]empannelled to try Herod, after they had had the case 
‘all civil officers of the United States shall be removed| submitted them, and held it under consideration for one 
from office by impeachment,” &c. The institution by| night only, without any charge of improper conduct in 
Congress of those political corporations, denominated, in|the jury, was supposed to furnish evidence of a desire 
the language of our legislation upon that subject, territo-| to oblige the counsel for Herod; but no such inference 
rial Governments, is only authorized by a very liberal|appears to be justified upon an examination of all the 
construction of the general power given by the constitu-| facts of the case. The discharge of one jury, and the 
tion to Congress over the public domain. But, admitting | empannelling of a second, for capital offences, appears to 
that exereise of power to be well enough founded, still, | be considered no irregularity in the practice of the courts 
can a judge of such a Government be said to be an offi-|of Arkansas, when the jury cannot agree; and, in this 
cer of the United States within the meaning of the clause} case, it is not alleged that they could have agreed. The 
already quoted? Should the doubt thrown cut by the|just empannelling of the second jury, and the prompt 
committee upon this point appear to the House to be| discharge of the prisoner at the same term of the court, 
without reasonable foundation, they think they will be|are, in the opinion of the committee, in themselves, strong 
fully sustained in the opinion, that, whether liable to im-| circumstances in favor of the innocence of the judge. 
peachment or not, the practice of impeaching subordi-| In the cases of Fmbree and Dunlop, the explanatory 
nate officers, and especially such as hold their offices by| evidence appears to the committee, in like manner, to 
4 tenure not more firm and durable than the judge of ajoverthrow the inference of improper motives of the 
territorial court, would soon be found highly inconyeni-| judge. 


ent, and injurious to the public interest. | His refusal to sign a bill of exceptions, until he was re- 
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peatedly pressed by counsel so to do, is made a serious! ance, since it involves not only the question of the safety 


charge against him. The evidence furnished by the judge 
under this charge, makes it probable that the whole 
charge is founded in mistake; but, as the bill is admitted 
by both parties to have been signed, the charge does not 
appear worthy of the importance attached to it. 

As to the general charge of incapacity, and an incon- 
sistency in judicial decision, rendering the court of jus- 
tice wholly uncertain; the general testimony borne by so 
many persons of respectability to the legal learning and 
ability of Judge Johnson; and the specific fact, which is 
stated by several, that in no case has @ decision of Judge 
Johnson, in the circuit court, been reversed in the supe- 
rior court, appear to be a sufficient refutation. 

The charge of intemperance, although supported by 
proof of excessive indulgence upon a few occasions, does 
not appear to be well founded, to the extent alleged by 
the memorialist. The testimony upon this point, as well 
as in relation to the general integrity, impartiality, and 
ability of Judge Johnson, is ample, and, in the opinion of 
the committee, conclusive. The Governor of the Terri- 
tory, a large portion of the bar, the clerks of all his 
courts in his circuit--clerks holding their offices by the 
suffrages of the people in their respective counties, toge- 
ther with many others in public stations, furnish the most 
decided and unequivocal testimony in favor of the gene- 
ral uprightness and propriety of Judge Johnson’s con- 
duct, both as a judge and a private citizen. 

I 


UNITED STATES BANK. 
Report of the majority on the subject of the Bank of the 
United States. 


House or Representatives, March 1, 1833. 


Mr. VERPLANCK, under instruction from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, made the following report: 
The Committee of Ways and Means report: That, 
among the subjects referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, at an early period of the session, were the 
transactiens of the Bank of the United States, in relation 
to the payment of a portion of the public debt; and the 
inquiry into the present pecuniary and financial state and| 
management of the institution. 
The arrangement made by the bank for a temporary | 
postponement, with the consent of the holders, of the 
payment of five millions of the three per cent. debt, being 
now substantially closed by the surrender to the Govyern- 
ment of the certificates of stock, except for a small] 
amount, and the whole debt itself having been liquidated, 
so far as respects the Government, at an earlier period| 
than it is probable it would otherwise have been, this! 
question seems no longer to present any important or| 
practical object of inquiry, or to call for or admit any ac-} 
tion of Congress upon it. : 
he committee have examined several of: the direc-| 
tors on this subject, as well as upon other points con-| 
nected with the management of the institution. Their 
testimony is herewith submitted; and the committee} 
specially refer to the evidence of Mr. Bevan and Mr. 
Eyre, as explanatory of the history and motives of this 
transaction. | 
It is due, however, to the Government, to express the 
opinion, that in the arrangement made by the bank agent | 
in England, for the purchase of the three per cent. stock, | 
and the detention of the certificates, (which measures 
were afterwards disclaimed by the bank,) the bank ex- 
ceeded its legitimate authority, and that this proceeding] 
had po sufficient warrant in the correspondence of the| 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
The inquiry into the present condition of the bank, the 
general character of its business, and the soundness of its 
capital, isa subject of much greater interest and import- 





of the public deposites, but the value of the large amount 
of stock held by Government, and the still more momen- 
tous considerations of the soundness of a large portion of 
our currency, and the consequent security or insecurity 
of the domestic exchanges and commerce of the country, 

The President, in his message to Congress, at the open. 
ing of the present session, informed them, ‘that such 
measures as were within the reach of the Secretary of the 
Treasury had been taken to enable him to judge whether 
the public deposites in the Bank of the United States 
were entirely safe; but, as his limited power might prove 
insufficient to that object,” the President recommended 
the subject to Congress, as particularly worthy of their 
investigation. 

Since that period, the report of the agent appointed by 
Government for this examination, has been communicated 
to Congress, and referred to that committee. The Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means have also received from tlc 
directors of the bank a report on the principal points o! 
its administratién and its present state, prepared by the 
exchange committee of the bank, and adopted by the 
board of directors. 

The importance of the statements and results, contain- 
ed in that report, induced the Committee of Ways and 
Means, in the course of the examination of the directors 
composing the exchange committee, to require their at- 
testation, under oath, to the facts and statements of that 
paper, as distinguished from its opinions and argumeits. 
This was done very fully. The same, and other direc- 
tors, (two of whom had heretofore been Government ¢i- 
rectors, one under the present, and one under two for- 
mer administrations, ) in reply to various interrogatories, 
stated, as will be seen in the evidence herewith submit. 
ted, the meansat the command of the board of directors, 
or any member of it, for distinctly knowing the oper:- 
tions of the several branches, and the character of the 
paper discounted at them, together with their own opin- 
ion, drawn frem these sources, of the general safety of 
such paper. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have to regret that 
the constant and daily pressure of the various duties which 
have devolved upon them, during this short and laborious 
session, did not permit a more full examination of the con- 
cerns of the institution. If, however, in the entire ab- 
sence of any evidence calculated to refute, or in any way 
impeach, that which is before the committee, the state- 
ments and opinions of the treasury agent, selected by 
the treasury to examine the condition of the bank; those 
of several of the present directors, men of character and 
intelligence, long conversant with accounts and banking 
business; the official returns of the bank itself, and the 
report of its principal committee, attested to under oath; 
if all these can be relied upon, as furnishing satisfactory 


} information on the present state and pecuniary means o! 


the institution, the following results will appear: 

First. The directors of the bank at Philadelphia re- 
ceive from the boards of their branches frequent, regu- 
lar, and minute returns of the paper discounted by them. 
These returns, together with the separate correspondence 
of the cashiers of the several branches, afford such infor- 
mation of all the business of those branches as to enable 
the board of the mother bank, or any single director ho 
may wish to inquire into it, to ascertain the character 0 
the business of those branches; as, for instance, whether 
the mass of paper discounted be founded on ordinary 
commercial transactions, and to be paid from their pre- 
ceeds when at maturity, or whether any considerable pro- 
portion of it consists of what is called accomm« dati 
paper, regularly renewed. They can know, in like man- 
ner, whether the domestic bills of exchange, purchase¢ 
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at the branches, arise out of business transactions, anc te 
be paid when at maturity, or whether they are met 
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commodation paper in another form, to be rep atedly paid before the stockholders, the whole capital and the 
renewed by drawing and redrawing between distant of-| surplus must be considered as a pledge for the debts due 
fices. to individuals and the Government. As the capital con- 
Second. These returns, together with the reports of the} sists of thirty-five millions of dollars, it would appear, 
boards of the several branches, upon whose character and | from this statement, that the bank had earned, and then 
judgment they place great reliance, form the ground] possessed, a surplus of twenty-two per cent. above the 
upon which the directors have stated under oath their) amount of its capital. Whether that surplus could or 
full confidence that the mass of paper discounted by the| could not be realized, at a final winding up of the bank, 
bank and its branches, and detailed as active debt intheir|is a subject only interesting to the buyers, sellers, and 
statement, is safe. On this, they believe, no scrious ges holders of stock. The single point of view in which it 
need be apprehended. The dishonored paper held by|is important to the nation, is in regard to its bearing on 
the bank is stated to be returned as doubtful or suspend- the healthy state of the bank, and the consequent safety 
ed paper, and to be estimated, not at its nominal, but at of the public deposites, and the sound state of the curren- 
its presumed actual value. The real estate of the bank|cy. For these objects, it is sufficient to inquire whether 
is, in like manner, valued, not at cost, but on estimates| this surplus does or does not afford a sufficient guaranty 
founded on frequently renewed appraisals of the probable that the original capital of $35,000,000 is unimpaired. 
market value. They depose that, to the best of their} The whole amount of bills and paper held by the bank, 
knowledge and belief, the whole amount, with inconside- on the Ist of January last, was $61,695,000; of which 
rable exceptions, if any, of domestic bills of exchange $8,246,000 is stated to be the local debt of the Western 
purchased by the bank and its officers, is regular busi-| States, leaving $53,749,000 as the debt of the Atlantic 
ness paper, founded upon the agricultural exports and| commercial cities; and that in the shape of domestic bills, 
commercial imports of the country; and that by far the| between them and the interior. There seems no reason 
greatest portion (probably nine-tenths) of the notes dis-| to doubt that the paper of the description last mentioned 
counted is of the same character. They also assert, with} is of the same general character as that of other city banks, 
much confidence, that most of their accommodation nutes}managed with ordinary discretion. Now, it is well 
are well secured, and form, in fact, the safest investment|}Known that, in our great cities, business paper is con- 
of the bank. stantly guarantied by commercial houses of prudence 
The inquiries respecting the amount of accommodation | stability, and wealth, for a del credere commission of two 
paper were made to ascertain the character of the generaljand a half per cent. On much of the better class of 
business transactions of the bank; and not because the| paper, and in some of our Northern cities, upon most of 
committee believed that accommodation paper, discount-|it, the ordinary charge is much less: but a greater pro- 
ed toa great extent, would necessarily endanger the so-} portion of loss than this ought certainly not to occur in a 
lidity of any moneyed institution. Such paper may fre-| well managed city bank, where the judgment and infor- 
quently be as safe, such loans as useful, as any. But it] mation of a board of directors is combined with that of 
is-certain, that, when moneyed institutions are in a hollow | its officers. In point of fact, it is believed that two and 
and unsound state, it commonly arises from the capital|a half per cent. on their discounted paper actually ex- 
having been invested in doubtful paper of this description. | ceeds the losses of prudently managed institutions in our 
The very fact, therefore, of the discounts of a bank being| cities. But allowing the loss on the Atlantic and com- 
principally applied to the ordinary business paper of an| mercial debt to reach four times that amount, say ten per 
active commercial community, will show that, allowing] cent., then $5,370,000 of the surplus would be an ample 
for only ordinary judgment and integrity in the selection] guaranty against such loss. This would leave $2,680,000 
of such paper, nothing short of some general overthrow | as a surplus, which would meet the loss of about one-third 
of mercantile credit will produce material loss. of the local Western debt, without impairing the original 
Third. In general corroboration of their statements on} capital of the bank. 
this point, as well as of their opinions of the security of} The committee do not mean to be understood as assert- 
the bank debt, the directors appeal—Ist. To the fact of ing their belief that the Western debt is more hazardous 
the great fluctuation of the exchange business, at the|than that in any other part of the Union. ‘The bank di- 
same points, at different periods, corresponding with the] rectors express their conviction that it is not so; and the 
periods of the shipments of agricultural produce in the| agent appointed by the treasury does not hesitate to say, 
West; as, for instance, at Nashville, within three months} **that he considers that debt in a safe and wholesome 
in 1831, from $366,000 to $1,062,000. And again, at the}state, and that a greater amount of loss need not be ap- 
same place, in 1832, within about half a year, from} prehended from it than from a similar mass distributed in 
$2,760,000 down to $503,000. 2d. That of the easy re-|the cities of the Atlantic frontier.” But this estimate has 
duction, during the last year, of about one-eighth of the} been made, because the extent of the Western transactions 
whole amount of the bank debt throughout the Union, jof the bank has been mentioned as one of the subjects 
and specially to the amount reduced in the Western of-} peculiarly calling for investigation. ; 
meee. 3d. To the very small amount of losses which} These general views of the situation of the bank, and 
have occurred for some time past in those offices, and to} the consequent safety of its depositors and bill holders, de- 
the facility with which, in addition to the aggregate re-|rive strong confirmation from the fact of the large pro- 
duction of loans there, a very considerable proportion of| portion in the specie of the country, which is held by the 
tue local debt, on promissory notes, has been converted! bank. {t appears, from official documents of unquestion- 
a the more secure and manageable form of domestic \able authority, that the specie actually in the vaults of 
ous of exchange. the Bank of the United States is within one-tenth of the 
If these statements, and this evidence, can be relied|amount held by all the other banks in the Union, whilst 
Upon, the available and secure resources of the bank | its circulation of paper is but one-fourth of the aggregate of 
‘mounted, on the Ist of January last, to eighty million|theirs. In other words, the Bank of the United States has 
“ight hundred and sixty-five thousand dollars, whilst ali| above nine millions of specie, with a circulation of notes 
the claims against it, for bills, debts, and deposites, includ-|to the amount of seventeen millions and a half, whilst the 
ng those of the Government, and for the redemption of aggregate of all the other banks, with specie in their 
rs public debt, were but thirty-seven million eight hun- | vaults, but a little above ten millions, have a circulation of 
“red thousand dollars, leaving above forty-three millions! sixty-eight millions of bank paper, 
‘Ss & guaranty to the nation against any losses. Foras| Hf, then, the evidence herewith submitted can be relied 
“le whole amount of debts, bills, and deposites, must be! upon, which it is for the House to judge of, there can be 
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no doubt of the entire soundness of the whole bank capi-|year.” In letters dated the 20th and 2Ist of January, 
tal, after meeting all demands upon it, either by its bill | 1832, to the cashiers of the branches at Cincinnati, Lou- 
holders or the Government; and such is the opinion of the |isville, Pittsburg, Natchez, Mobile, Nashville, and Wash- 
committee, who feel great confidence in the well-known | ington, is the following declaration: ‘* The rapid redemp.- 
character and intelligence of the directors, whose testi-)tion of the public debt will probably deprive the Atlantic 
mony supports the facts above stated. offices, in a great degree, of the benefit of Goverfment 
The committee conclude by respectfully recommend-|deposites during the whole of the present year.” [pn 
ing the adoption of the following resolution: March, negotiations were entered into by the president 
** Resolved, That the Government deposites may, in the |of the bank and the exchange committee, with the view 
opinion of the House, be safely continued in the Bank of} of procuring a postponement of the payment of a portion 
the United States.” of the public debt beyond the period which might be 
5 - fixed by the Government for the payment, so as to enable 
In THe House or Rerresentatives, March 1, 1833. |the bank to retain possession, and have the use of tle 


: ae : public funds which it held on deposite, during the period 
Mr. POLK, from the minority of the Committee of Ways | of postponement. Prior to the 13th of March, a commu. 


and Means, consisting of three of its members, to which | nication was opened by the president of the bank, with 
was referred so much of the message of the President|-~homas W. Ludlow, Esq., of New York, the agent fo 
of the United States, of the 4th of December last, a8) the foreign holders of about one million seven hundred 
relates to the Bank of the United States, and to which |;yousand dollars of the three per cent. stocks, with the 
was also referred the annual report of the Secretary of | view of postponing its payment for one year beyond the 
the Treasury upon the same subject, have had the same | time at which its payment might be directed by the Go. 
under consideration, and, not concurring in the report|yernment. In a correspondence commencing on the 
of the majority, ask leave to report: 13th of March, and ending on the 23d of July, and which 
That the attention of the committee has been directed | is herewith submitted, the following proposition was mace 
chiefly to the transactions of the bank in relation to the|by the president of the bank in a letter dated the 19th of 
proposed payment, by the Government, of a large por-|March: ‘* When the three per cents., assumed by fo 
tion of the public debt, denominated the three per cent. | reigners, whom you represent, shall be paid off, the bank 
stocks, during the past year, and on the Ist of January | will continue to pay the interest at the same rate, for onc 
ultimo, whereby the payment of a portion of that debt) year from the date of the payment by the Government. 
has been postponed by the bank beyond the period fixed | At the expiration of that year, if you will give to the bank 
by the Government for its reimbursement. ‘To ascertain| three months’ notice of your wish to receive reimburse. 
the true state of facts connected with this transaction, | ment of the principal, either in whole or in part, the 
the committee deemed it proper to request the Govern-} principal shall be so reimbursed. And if the bank will 
ment directors of the bank, and a part of the directors on | give to you, or to whomsoever may then represent the fo- 
the part of the stockholders, to attend before them, and reign stockholders in this country, a like notice of three 
give information upon the subject. Several of the direct-| months of their intention to make reimbursement, eitl 
ors, both on the part of the Government and of the stock-|in whole or in part, the agent of such stockholders shall 
holders, accordingly attended before them, and gave tes-|receive such reimbursement, and surrender the certit 
timony upon the subject. Their testimony is herewith sub-/cates.”?> About the same period, a similar negotiat 
mitted with this report. Sundry letters and documents, | was opened with another representative of about a mil 
upon the same subject, numbered from 1 to —, inclusive, | lion of stocks held abroad, but neither was brought to any 
are also herewith submitted. From all which the follow- satisfactory result, for the want of power in the agents of 
ing facts appear: That the bank, as early as the month of | the foreign stockholders to make such an arrangement 
October, 1831, gave instructions to its offices, and parti-! These propositions were concealed from the Government 
cularly to those in the western and southwestern portions} On the 24th of March, the acting Secretary of the Trea 
of the country, to curtail their business, and furnish aid | sury informed the president of the bank that it was pr 
to the principal bank and the Eastern offices, to enable posed to give notice of the purpose of the Government 
the institution to meet the large payments of the public|to redeem one-half of the three per cent. stocks (about 
debt which were anticipated during the following year. | six and a half millions of dollars) on the first day of the 
From the answers received from the offices in the West | succeding July, remarking to him, ifany objection occur- 
and Southwest, this effort to curtail its discounts seems!red to him, “either as to the amount or mede of pay- 
to have been unsuccessful, as will be more particularly jment,” to suggest it. The president immediately visited 
stated in a subsequent part of this report. | Washington, and urged the Government to postpone the 
Some inquiry has been made into the general condition | intended payment for three months; and upon agreeing, 
and management of the institution; but, from the want of! on behalf of the bank, to pay the quarter’s interest, p! 
means and time, a thorough investigation could not be had | cured the postponement until the first of the succecding 
upon these points. They content themselves, therefore, | October. Having failed, as we have seen, to effect a post 
with submitting the facts of the case as they are disclosed | ponement with the agents of foreign holders residing 
by documents, and by the oral testimony of the directors, | this country, but, by representations made to the Gover! 
in relation to the payment of the public debt, adding such | ment, having succeeded in obtaining a postponemen 
particulars upon the other points as they have been able, |until the 1st of October, the bank was temporarily ! 
in the limited period allowed to them for the investiga-|lieved; but, as the period approached for the payment 
tion, to collect. October, it found it necessary to seek further relief. B 
It was anticipated by the bank, at an early period, that|tween the Ist and 10th of J ily, the president a d th 
the Government would, during the year 1832, draw from | xchange committee determined to open a negotiate! 
it nearly the whole of the public deposite, to be applied |}in Europe for the postponement, for one year, ol the p , 
in payment of the national debt. On the 24th of Decem-|ment of five millions of the three per cent. stocks hek 
ber, 1831, in a letter from the cashier of the principal !abroad; but they carefully concealed their intention from 
bank to the cashier of the New Orleans branch, it is ob-|the Government; and there is strong reason to believe, 
served, **that such appears to be the anxiety of the Go-|indeed it is certain, that it was concealed also from 
vernment for the early extinguishment of the public debt, |Government directors and the board itself. This will 
that we are not likely to have the use of any considera-|shown more clearly when we come to examine the pro¢ 


ble amount of treasury balances during the coming jon this point. General Cadwalader, a director of 
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bank, was requested to undertake the mission. He re-/red him to their agent in the United States, T. W. Ward, 
ceived his instructions on the 18th of July, and sailed for| of Boston, to make an arrangement relative to the purchas- 
Europe on the 20th. On the 22d of August, General | ed stock, expressing a desire to accommodate the bank. 
Cadwalader closed an arrangement with the house of| On the 22d of November, the Barings received the 
Baring, Brothers, and Company, of London, providing for} president’s letter of the 31st of October, and, in relation 
the purchase or postponement of five millions of the Unit-/ to the deferred stock, say: ‘‘We have already mention- 
ed States three per cent. stocks for one year from the Ist| ed to you that several of the holders of the three per cent. 
of October, 1852, the Barings retaining possession of the} certificates made the retention of them the condition of 
certificates of that purchased, and the stockholders re-| their postponing reimbursement. There can be but lit- 
taining the certificates of that postponed; and, in the|tle ground, therefore, to expect that they would now 
event the amounts purchased and postponed should not| accept less favorable terms, and we cannot express any 
equal five millions of dollars, then the Barings were to| confidence in an attempt to persuade them to relieve the 
give the bank a credit for the deficiency, upon which the| bank from the engagements we entered into with them 
bank might draw. Ina letter, dated the 22d of August, | on its behalf.” 

and received as early as the 1st of October, General Cad-| The Barings, however, issued a circular, inviting the 
walader informed the president of the bank of the tenor holders to surrender the certificates, ‘* engaging to ob- 
and substance of this agreement; and, in a letter dated} tain for you [the holders} an acknowledgment from the 
the 25th of August, enclosed the agreement itself. The bank that the amount has been passed to your credit on 
Barings proceeded, under this contract, to make pur- | its books, and will be cither held at your disposal, or re- 
chases of stock on account of the bank, and for the bank, mitted in a bill, at the usual time, on the Ist of October, 
to the amount of one million seven hundred and ninety-| 1833; up to which period it engages to remit the interest, 
eight thousand five hundred and ninety-seven dollars and | as before it was reimbursed. Should you, however, for 
fifty-seven cents, and procured the postponement of two| any reason, prefer an immediate remittance, both of inte- 
million three hundred and seventy-six thousand four|rest accrued and capital, the bank will, of course, com- 
hundred and eighty-one dollars and forty-five cents;|ply, on receiving your instructions to that effect.” To 
amounting, in all, to four million one hundred and se-|the stockholders who desire it, the Barings agreed to 
venty-five thousand and seventy-nine dollars and two] give the guaranty of their house for the faithful perform- 
cents—of which they apprised the president of the bank, }ance of the mere agreement. 

from time to time. There is no evidence to show what is the nature of the 

A supplemental agreement was made by General Cad-|agreement finally made by the bank with the Barings, 
walader, on the 15th of September, with the Dutch hold-| through their agent, Mr. Ward, in relation to the pur- 
ers of three per cents. who might consent to postpone the} chased stock; nor is it shown, with precision, to what 
payment of their stock, stipulating to pay them, at the| amount the holders of the deferred stock have agreed to 
close of the period of postponement, at the rate of forty| give up their certificates, and receive a credit on the 
cents per guilder. books of the bank, bearing interest until reimbursed in 

On the 15th of October, the president of the bank} October, 1833. From the letters of the Barings to the 
wrote to the Barings, disavowing so much of General| bank, dated the 29th of November, and the 6th, 14th, 
Cadwalader’s arrangement as provided for the purchase} 19th, and 22d of December, we collect various items of 
of stocks on account of the bank, on the ground that it|the deferred stocks, for which the holders have agreed 
was a violation of the bank charter. In the same letter| to wait for reimbursement until October, 1833, surren- 
he proposes, as a substitute for General Cadwalader’s ar-} dering the certificates, and taking a credit on the books 
rangement, that all the certificates, both of the stock post-| of the bank, amounting in all to one million four hundred 
poned and purchased, that the portion which the stock-|and twenty-eight thousand nine hundred and seventy-four 
holders have consented to postpone ‘‘ should be passed/ dollars and fifty-four cents. There appears to be still 
to their credit on the books of the bank, and continue to] outstanding of the stocks postponed under General Cad- 
bear an interest of three per cent. per annum, payable| walader’s arrangement, nine hundred and eighteen thou- 
quarterly, until the Ist of October next, when the princi-| sand three hundred and cighty-one dollars and ninety- 
pal will be reimbursed;” that ‘the portion purchased | eight cents, most of which will probably not be called for 
by you [the Barings] will, in like manner, go to your] until October next; so that the probable amount of those 
credit when it is paid by the Government. At that time] stocks, which will not be paid until that time, exceeds 
it will be for you to determine whether it shall continue| two millions of dollars. But the sum of one million four 
to draw an interest of four per cent., (if that be the rate, ) | hundred and twenty-cight thousand nine hundred and se- 
payable quarterly, or whether you would desire immedi-| venty-four dollars and fifty-four cents is now known to 
ate payment.” In a letter dated the 19th of October, | have been definitively postponed until October, 1833, ac- 
the president proposes, in case of any difficulty with the} cording to the proposition contained in the president’s 
stockholders who have agreed to postpone their stock, | letter to the Barings, of the 15th of October last. Although 
to let them retain the certificates, and adds, ‘‘ we will/the Government has probably been released from its re- 
endeavor to accomplish the object of the bank without| sponsibility, and in the accounts of the bank with the 
possession of the certificates.” In a third letter, dated the | treasury the whole amount is represented as paid, yet, to 
sist October, the president urges the surrender of all|/the amount thus postponed, nothing has, in fact, been 
the certificates, and says: ** Should any difficulty occur, paid by the bank. 

itwould be agreeable to the bank if you would obviate} By the monthly statement of the bank of the Ist of Fe- 
it, either by causing the certificates to be sent to the} bruary, 1835, it appears that there was then standing to 
bank for immediate reimbursement, or, if necessary, by/ the credit of redemption of public debt, assigned by the 
purchasing the certificates on your own account, in the| Government to that object, but not yet applied by the 
same manner as was done with those previously purchas-} bank, the sum of - - - $5,163,075 40 
ed, and taking your reimbursement in the mode most| ‘Tc this add the above sum definitively 
arreeable ta yourselves.” postponed until October, 1833, but trans 

On the 6th of November, the Barings received the pre-| ferred from Government to individual ac- 











sident’s letter of the 15th of October, but took no imme-| count, - - - - - 1,428,974 54 
uate steps to comply with his wishes. ——_— — —___ 
On the 14th November, the Barings received the pre- Giving a total of - - - $6,592,049 94 


Sident’s letter of the 19th of October, and, in reply, refer- 
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There was, therefore, an aggregate sum exceeding six 
million five hundred thousand dollars ordered to be paid 
in October and January last, which had not been paid by 
the bank on the Ist of the present month, unless the as- 
sumption of $1,428,974 54 of it, by the bank, be consi- 
dered a payment to that extent. 

Various reasons have been assigned by the bank and 
its officers for the postponement of the payment of these 
stocks; and the committee propose, briefly, to examine 
them. 

It appears, from official documents in possession of the 
committee, that the president of the bank, as early as the 
13th March, 1832, after having previously, as we have 
seen, taken measures to curtail the discounts at the West- 
ern and Southwestern offices, and after having made a 
fruitless effort to obtain aid from these offices, stated to 
the board ‘¢his views in relation to the probability of the 
redemption, by the Government, in the course of the pre- 
sent year, of a large portion of the three per cents. of the 
United States, more than one-half of which he stated to 
be held by foreigners; the magnitude of whose claims on 
the bank might, possibly, expose the community to great 
inconvenience, unless some measures should be adopted 
for deferring a part of the payment which may be re- 
quired,” &c. 

For the postponement from July to October, sought by 
the president, of the Government, in a letter to the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, dated 29th March, 1832, he gives 
the following reasons, viz. : 

‘* The inconvenience, then, of the proposed measure 
is, that the repayment of six or seven millions of dollars, 
more than one-half of which is held in Europe, may create 
a demand for the remittance of these funds, which would 
operate injuriously on the community, and, by abridging 
the facilities which the debtors of the Government are in 
the habit of receiving from the bank, may endanger the 
punctual payment of the revenue, as the bank will neces- 
sarily be obliged to commence early its preparations for 
the reimbursement of so large an amount of public debt.” 

The president, in a postscript to that letter, illustrates 
his meaning, as foHows, viz. 

**p. S. Asan illustration of the effect of the measure 
proposed, I may mention that, in the month of February 
last, the collector of New York, with a laudable anxiety 
to protect the public revenue, applied to the bank to an- 
thorize an extension of loans in that city, in order to assist 
the debtors to the Government. 1 


This was promptly 
done. 


This 1 should desire to do again, as the payments 
to the Government during the next quarter will probably 
be very large. N. B.”? 

In his evidence before the committee of investigation 
last year, (see documents accompanying the report of the 
committee, page the president of the bank adds 
another reason for this postponement. After referring 
to the letter of cting Secretary of the Treasury, of 
the 24th 332, heretofore alluded to, he pro- 
ceeds t ‘Thus invited by the Government, in a 

mmunication marked ‘confidential,’ to give my opin- 
ion on a Measure contemplated by the Government, I felt 
t 


luty to express my ! 


my 1 y views of its probable opera- 
tion.”?” He then adverts to the contents of his letter of 
29th of March, in reply, and proceeds: ‘* Having thus 
rformed my duty in giving the opinion asked, I left it, 


n 
x . 
course, to the Government to decide. 


t 
of 
the bank, I sought nothing, and requested nothing. After 
weighing the circumstances, the Government were desi- 
rous of adopting the measure,” &c.; and concludes: 
‘* Now it will be seen that, in all this, the bank has not 
had the least agency, except to offer its opinion when it 
was asked, in regard to a measure proposed by the Go- 
vernment, and then to offer its aid in carrying that mea- 
sure into operation.” 


For the secret mission of General Cadwalader to Eu- 
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On the part of | 


nn 


€ postponement negotiated there, 
in a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 271} 
October, 1832, the president of the bank adduces reg. 
sons similar to those contained in the foregoing extracts 
and adds— 

‘* Their inherent difficulty has increased, on the present 
occasion, by the prevalence of the cholera, which wa; 
already in New York and Philadelphia, and seemed des. 
tined to pervade the whole country, deranging, in its 
progress, all the relations of business, and threatening 
such a general prostration of commerce as would endan. 
ger the punctuality of private engagements, and put to 
great hazard the public revenue, of which the estimated 
receipts, from July to January, were about thirteen ml. 
lions. To those who witnessed its ravages, it was maui. 
fest that a continuance of the pestilence, for a few week 
longer, would have thrown into great confusion the pecu. 
niary affairs of the country, and have pressed, with pecu. 
liar force, on the public revenue, more especially as the 
demand on account of the foreign holders of three per 
cents. at New York and Philadelphia alone, on the 1st of 
October, would have exceeded five millions of dollars, 
Under these circumstances, the bank deemed it an in. 
perious duty to avert, as far as possible, the effects of 
such a calamity, and to husband its means, in order to ip. 
terpose, if necessary, for the relief of the community. |: 
was determined, therefore, to reserve five millions of dol- 
lars for that purpose; and, accordingly, the foreign hold. 
ers of the three per cents. to that amount, principally re- 
presented by the bank as their agent, were invited to 
leave the fund with the bank for a few months after the 
payment by the Government, receiving from the bank 
the same rate of interest.” 

The reasons given by the exchange committee, in their 
report to the directory on the 29th of January last, cor. 
respond with those given by the president. They 
place the negotiation with Mr. Ludlow, in March, 1 
on the ground of preventing the inconvenience whit 
might arise in suddenly withdrawing so much capital 
from the country. They likewise attribute to the Go- 
vernment the postponement from July to October, re- 
|marking, that ‘‘the Treasury Department having applied 
|to the bank for its opinion as to the expediency of making 
ja payment of six millions on the Ist of July, the opini 
jwas given, that it would be better for the country nott 
|make such a pressure on its resources at that moment, and 
the payment was postponed, the bank consenting to all 
the Government the quarter’s interest during the inter- 
val.’ In relation to the postponement negotiated in E 
rope, the committee say—‘* From the communicat 
with the treasury in July, it was probable that the fu 
of the Government might be insufficient to pay the d 
jadvertised to be paid,” &c. ‘It was further manifest, 
jthat the ability of the Government to meet its engage 
| me nts depended entirely on the punctual payment of t 
jrevenue in the commercial cities from July to Jan 
lwhich was estimated at about twelve millions ef dollars 
; That revenue was threatened with the greatest danget 
iby the appearance of the cholera, which had already ! 
|run its ravages in New York and Philadelphia, with ever) 
indication of pervading the whole country.” 

As to the reason given for desiring, on the 15th Ma 
1832, to defer the payment of an unlimited amount of! 
three per cents., it would be at all times equally 4; 
ble. The sending of money out of the country 
any return, especially in large amounts, would 
tionably reduce the value of property, and 
mercial embarrassments. But, as in commercial trans 
tions, so in the transfer or payment of stocks, an ex} 
followed by an import, and a reimbursement by : 
vestment. A large portion of the public debt of the | 
ed States has always been held by forcigners. It ! 
been paid from time to time without any sensible ©: 
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upon the community. That portion held abroad, which 
remained to be paid, two-thirds in October, and one-third 
in January last, was about $7,800,000. But it must be 
recollected that these funds do not all leave the country. 
A portion of them is reinvested in other stocks, and at the 
same time other funds are introduced. It is not long since 
the city of Washington borrowed in Holland, and brought | 
into the country, a million of dollars to be invested in canal 
A large portion of the New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Ohio canal stocks have passed into Europe. In the 
transactions of a few months, disclosed in the report of 
the investigating committee of last year, (see Bank Re- 
port, page 125,) the process is exhibited by which 
$1,794,000 of American stocks was sent to England by a 
single broker. It is understood that the Louisiana loan 
of last year, amounting to $7,000,000, was all taken by 
the house of Baring, Brothers, & Co., of London; and 
we perceive that the president of the bank, in his letter 
of the 15th of October, proposed to pay them the amount 
of the three per cent. stocks purchased by them for the 
bank, by funds in New Orleans. While old stocks are 
paid off to foreigners, new stocks are subscribed for or 
purchased by them, and it is doubtful whether the agegre- 
gate held by them in this country is not now greater than 
it was two years ago. The Louisiana loan of itself is 
nearly sufficient to counterbalance the Government three 
er cents. In addition to these facts, the Government 
itself, by its successful diplomacy, is bringing large sums 
of money into the country from Denmark, France, &c. 
On the whole, it does not appear that the drain of funds, 
and the commercial embarrassment anticipated from 
promptly paying off the three per cents., could have taken 
place; and the apprehension of such serious consequences 
appears to have been without foundation. The next rea- 
son given for seeking the postponement of the proposed 
payment of about six and a half millions from July to 
October, viz. the necessity of extending accommodations | 
to the merchants who had duty bonds to pay to the Go- 
vernment, in order to secure the payment of the revenuc | 
itself, appears not to have guided the bank in its subse-| 
quent course. The monthly statements from the New York | 
branch show very conclusively that the president is mis- 
taken in his illustration, contained in the postscript to his 
letter of the 29th March, to the Secretary of the Treasu-_| 
ry; and that the bank did not, after the indulgence was| 
obtained, extend those accommodations in the commer- | 
cial cities, which he stated to be necessary, and which had | 
been the inducement with the Government to grant the | 


postponement, which the bank asked from July to Octo- 
ber. 


The amount of discounts and bills purchased at the | 
New York branch at the days stated, were as follows, viz. | 
(See Toland’s Report, page 16, of December, 1832.) 

18352, February . $6,071,613 | 


as - 





‘© March @* - - 
‘6 April 4, - - - 
“May a ; 81,684 
ss 6 June 6, - . - 5,327,861 
“ or 20, - - 5,174,109 
July 3. - 5,321,419] 
- August 1, - 5,575,547 
‘¢ September 5, - - - 6,222,137 
si October ae - - - 5,345,155 
‘** November 7, - - - 6,314,187 
‘¢ December 1, - : - 6,046,530 
1833, January 1, - - - 6,170,687 





It hence appears that the 


-egate of discounts and 
domestic exchange at New Yor 


I 


that it then rose again, but, on the Ist of December, was 
still below its amount in February last; and on the Ist of 
January, was about the same asin the preceding Februa- 


ty. Mr. Eyre, a director of the bank, and a member of 
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the exchange committec, 
committee, has appended to his testimony a statement in- 
cluding foreign bills purchased, and balances due from 
city banks, commencing 91n the 3d of July, and ending on 
the 3d October. 
of the amounts due to the bank down to the 25th July, 
and then an increase to the 26th September; but the in- 
crease consists almost entirely of an augmentation of the 
balances due from the city banks, and is not certainly that 
sort of accommodation to the merchants which was refer- 
red to in the president’s representations to the Govern- 
ment, when he asked, in behalf of the bank, the postpone- 
ment from July to October. 


, instead of being increas- | 
ed in February, was steadily reduced from the 2d of Fe-| 
druary to the 20th June, to the extent of near $900,000; | 
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United States. 








examined as a witness before the 


Even this statement shows a diminution 


If there was but little extension of accommodation to 


the merchants of New York, there was more to those at 


Philadelphia. From February, 1832, down to January, 
1833, the amount of discounts and domestic bills at the 
principal bank has been as follows: (See Toland’s Re- 
port, page 16.) 


1832, February 2, - - $9,759,832 
¢¢ March as - - 8,843,354 
‘April 55° - - 8,080,614 
ss 6 May oe - 7,575,163 
ss 6 June 75 - - 7,398,925 
«July 5, - - - 7,230,311 
<< August 2, - - - 7,010,793 
‘¢ September 6, - - 7,017,008 
*¢ October 4, - - 6,562,051 
‘¢ November 1], - . - 6,579,912 
‘¢ Pecember 1, - - . 6,994,715 

1833, January ao - - 6,536,945 


It appears that, instead ofan extension of loans at Phi- 
ladelphia, there has been a very heavy curtailment, 
amounting to more than three millions of dollars within the 
first nine months; and that the loans at that place on the 
Ist January last were more than three millions less than 
they were a yearago. During this period the discounts 
on stocks at that place have increased. 

At Baltimore there was a curtailment from February to 
November, of about halfa million, and the loans at that 
branch were, on the Ist January last, less than they were 
a year ago. 

At Boston, from February to June, 1832, there was a 
curtailment of more than 700,000 dollars, but the debt 
has since increased so as to exceed its amount a year ago. 

On the whole, it appears by the statements of the bank, 
furnished by itself, that no extraordinary accommodations 
were granted to the community at the points where the 


|revenue is principally collected, in consequence of the in- 


dulgence obtained from the Government. On the con- 
trary, during the first part of that indulgence there was a 


igeneral curtailment, and, at the four commercial cities, 


the aggregate of accommodations was less on the Ist of 


5,948,423 | January last than it was on the Ist January, 1832, by 
5,769,363 | 3,185,996 dollars. 


Indeed, the testimony taken by the 
committee clearly proves that, neither at the time the 
indulgence was granted, nor at any subsequent period 
iring the past year, have the importing merchants need- 
ed or received any unusual accommodations. The follow- 
ing question was put by the committee to Joshua Lippin- 
cott, Esq. a director, viz. 








‘* Has there been, during the past, any pressure gene- 
rally upon that class of merchants in Philadelphia who 
secure and pay the duties to the Government upon foreign 
importations’ 


To this he answered, ‘* None more 

To a similar question, John T. S 
director, answered: 

‘Tam not aware of any pressure, gen 
portion of our citizens. 1 believe no extended accommo- 
dations have been made to them by the bank. The im- 
in my opinion, have bee n borrowers to 
| moderate amount.” 
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Manuce! Eyre, Esq. another director, answers: 

*«I think the pressure was not so heavy on the East as 
on the West for that time, and forbearing to take from 
the West enabled them to pay to the East, &c. I do not 
recollect whether any increased accommodations were 
granted to the importing merchants.” 

It is thus proved by the testimony of the directors, that 
there was no unusual pressure upon that portion of the 
community who pay duties to Government, and, by the 
same testimony, as well as the accounts of the bank, that 
not only no unusual accommodations were extended to 
them, but their usual accommodations have been curtailed. 
To give them increased facilities, and thus enable them to 
pay their bonds to the Government, was not therefore the 
object of the bank in asking and procuring a postpone- 
ment of the public debt. Nor are the other reasons as- 
signed by the president of the bank [see bank document, 
page 530-1] for seeking a postponement of the Govern- 
ment; nor his declarations that ** he made no application 
to the Government, nor have I requested any suspension 
of the payment of the public debt,” and that the measure 
was ‘* proposed by the Government;”’ nor his other decla- 
ration to the committee of the last year, that *‘ Iam not 
aware that the bank, on the Ist of October last, (1831,) or 
at any other period during more than nine years, in which 


I have been connected with it as its presiding officer, has | 


sought or obtained any indulgence from the Government 
of any kind, in reference to the payment of the public 
debt;” nor the declarations of the exchange committee 
upon the same subject, sustained by the evidence taken 
by this committee. 

Richard Willing, Esq., a director, in his testimony says: 

** With regard to the payment in July, in consequence 
of the pressure on the Western country, and the difficul- 
ty of withdrawing funds from that source, it was desirable 
to postpone that payment to the Ist of October.” ‘*] 
presume that the postponement to the Ist of October was 
concealed by the Secretary of the Treasury at the solicita- 
tion of the bank, with the view that the bank might not 
press hard upon its debtors, or upon its accommodations 
to them, or for which period the bank allowed the Go- 
vernment the interest.” ‘*I have no doubt the arrange- 
ment was made at the solicitation of the bank.” 

Mr. Eyre, on being asked whether the object of the 
president, in visiting Washington in March, 1852, was not 
to ask Government to postpone the proposed payment of 
about six and a half millions from July to October, replied, 
*¢ 1 know that was the object of his visit,”’ and says, *¢ it 
was known to me as a member of the exchange com- 
mittee.” 

Asbury Dickens, Esq., who, as acting Secretary of the 
Treasury, wrote the letter of the 24th March, 1832, 
which brought the president of the bank to Washington, 
says, in his testimony: ‘* I wrote the letter as mentioned 
in the interrogatory, and Mr. Biddle came to Washington 
as therein described. He represented verbally, and simi- 
lar to those stated in his letter of the 29th March, that it 
would be desirable to postpone the payment of the three 
per cents. until another quarter; and I think it was upon 
my suggestion that he put his representation in the form 
ofa letter. The letter of the 29th March was according- 
ly written; which, though dated in bank, was written by 
Mr. Biddle at the treasury. During the interview with 
Mr. Biddle, Mr. McLane, the Secretary, came to the de- 
partment. He had been confined at home by indisposi- 
tion, and, as well as I recollect, came out for the purpose 
of seeing Mr. Biddle. The postponement was again 
urged by Mr. Biddle, and upon grounds similar to those 
urged in his letter. Mr. McLane did not, at that time, 
however, give any positive answer. I believe it was one 
or two days before the matter was finally settled, and the 
consent of Mr. McI.ane was communicated to Mr. Biddle, 
through me, verbally, on condition that the bank should 


| 


| 


| 





| 
| 
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pay the quarter’s interest which would accrue by th, 
postponement. The application for the postponemen; 
was on the part of the bank, and was granted by the Go. 
vernment, not because of any apprehension of a want of 
funds to meet the intended payment on the Ist of Jyly 
then next following.” F 

It is clear, then, ;that the postponement was granted 
upon the application and urgent solicitation of the bank, 
and for its accommodatio;. 

On reference to the monthly statements of the bank, 
for the Ist April and 1st July, 1852, we find that, at the 
former period, the public deposite in the bank was 
9,513,000 dollars, and at the latter, 9,811,000 dollars; be. 
ing at the time the postponement was sought by the bank, 
and during the whole intervening period up to July, three 
millions more than the amount proposed to be paid. The 
Government, therefore, had no motive to propose the 
postponement. 

In his letter of the 24th of March, Mr. Dickens first 
states the purpose of the Government to pay off, on the 
1st of July, ‘* one-half of every certificate” of the three 
per cents, and then adds, ‘* if any objection occurs to you, 
either as to the amount, or as to the mode of payment, | 
will thank you to suggest it.” He did not ask any opi- 
nion as to the time of payment, but only as to the expe. 
diency of paying so large an amount, or paying the certi- 
ficates by halves. But the president of the bank availed 
himself of the occasion to procure from the Government 
a respite for the bank, which he had previously been 





lsecretly, but unsuccessfully, negotiating with the agents 


} 


of some of the foreign stockholders to obtain, and agreed 
to pay the interest to the Government, as in his letters of 
the 13th and 19th of March, to Mr. Ludlow, of New York, 
he had proposed to do to the foreign stockholders, if 
they would agree to grant the bank a similar indulgence, 
by agreeing to withhold their certificates, and postpone 
the payment. It is not probable that the Government 
would ask, or that the bank would pay, about 48,000 dol. 
lars, the quarter’s interest, for an arrangement ‘* propos- 
ed by the Government,” in which the bank ‘* sought no- 
thing and requested nothing.” 

The reasons assigned by the president of the bank for 
General Cadwalader’s mission to England in July last, 
and the postponement of five millions of the three per 
cents. held abroad, for one year beyond the time fixed by 
the Government for their payment, are divided into three 
branches. 

Ist. The desire of the bank to accommodate the in- 
porting merchants, who were the debtors of the Goyern- 
ment in revenue bonds. 

2d. The prevalence of the cholera in New York and 
Philadelphia at the time the mission was resolved on 
And, 

Sd. An alleged understanding, which, as will hereafter 
appear, never existed, between the Bank and the ° 
sury Department, by which, in consequence ofa possible 
deficiency of public deposites to meet the payments o! 
the public debt, advertised to be paid on the Ist of Octo- 
ber and the Ist of January, the bank might be required 
to make advances on account of the Government. 

As to the first, we have already shown that there was 
no unusual pressure on the importing merchants during 
the whole year 1832, and that no unusual accommoia- 
tions were extended to them; but that, on the contrary, 
there was a considerable curtailment of discounts at the 
principal points of importation. ‘That reason, therefore, 
is as little applicable to the postponement negotiated in 
Europe in August, as to that procured from Government 
in the preceding March. 

In relation to the second reason, based upon the prevs- 
lence of the cholera, the president says, ‘* it was alre ady 
in New York and Philadelphia, and seemed destined to 
pervade the whole country;” and the committee of ¢x 
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already begun its 
ravages in New York and Philadelphia, with every indi- 
cation of pervading the whole country.” The president 
says, **to those who witnessed its ravages, it was manifest 
that a continuance of the pestilence for a few weeks 
longer would have thrown into great confusion the pecu- 


Pniary affairs of the country;” and the committee say, 
> “had it continued as it began, and as all the appearances 
© in July warranted the betief of its continuance, there can 
= be no doubt it would have prostrated all commercial cre- 


dit.” By the experience of mankind, the fact is well es- 


' of July and August, within which the cholera appeared 
© and disappeared in Philadelphia and New York, the bank 


© long after the cholera was gone from both cities. 


; England originated, the cholera had not appeared in} 
§ either Philadelphia or New York. 


‘tion of it official. 
» not think was mentioned. 


Fin the former city, and not materially extended in the 


© tablished, that the visitations of the cholera, at any parti- 


cular place, are of short duration. Probably no instance 
can be found in the history of the disease, in Europe or 
in this country, in which it has raged at the same place 
during the space of two months. In our own cities, its 
visits have generally been much shorter. To send to Eu- 
rope for relief after the disease had appeared, when a re- 
turn could not possibly be received until it had passed 
away, would seem to be an inadequate means of provid- 
ing against its ravages. In point of fact, during the months} 


accommodations were actually curtailed at these points, 


latter; nor did General Cadwalader’s arrangement enable 
the bank to extend its business until the 1st of October, | 


But from the evidence taken by the committee, and| 
from historical data, it appears that, when the mission to! 


John McKim, Esq., a director, residing at Baltimore, 
in his testimony, states that, at the meeting of the board 
of directors, for the purpose of declaring the dividend of| 
July, 1832, **the mission of General Cadwalader was} 
mentioned at the board, but I did not consider the men-! 
The precise object of his mission I do} 
I, however, understood that it 
had relation to the three per cents.” 

The meetings of the board to appoint the dividend] 
committees, to which the non-resident directors of the 
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is now evident that the cholera was not the moving cause 
of this mission; and it is remarkable that it is not men- 
tioned in General Cadwalader’s private instructions, al- 
though in that document he is told, ‘* we wish the ar- 
rangement should, at all events, be made.” 

As to the third reason assigned for the postponement, 
there seems to be quite as little ground for imputing this 
mission to a prospect of having to make advances on be- 
half of the Government. It appears that, in a conversa- 
tion between the Secretary of the Treasury and the pre- 
sident of the bank, probably about the Ist of July last, 
the Secretary, calculating his means closely, concluded 
that he would pay off the whole of the three per cent. 
stocks by the close of 1832; but, as, in so close a calcu- 
lation, it was possible there might be a trifling deficiency 
of funds to meet the payment on the day fixed for that 
purpose, a suggestion was made that probably the bank 
would be willing to retain the certificates which it was 
understood to control, as agent for some of the stock- 
holders, a few days, and until the public deposites should 
be sufficient to meet them. To this the president assent- 
ed. Mr. Dickens, the chief clerk of the Treasury De- 
partment, who was present during the conversation, gives 
the following account of it, viz. 

**1 think it was suggested by myself, that it might so 
happen that there would not be funds quite sufficient in 
the bank on the day on which the debt would be payable, 
to pay it; and I think [ suggested, at the same time, that, 
in that case, the bank would doubtless be willing to hold 
back any certificates it might have the control of until 
funds should come in. There was no formal agreement, 
to my knowledge, between Mr. McLane and Mr. Biddle 
upon the subject: it was merely a conversation. If there 
had been a probability of a deficiency of funds, the Go- 
vernment would not have issued the notice.” 

It was, therefore, nota probability of deficiency but 
amere possibility, which induced the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his letter of the 19th of July, after inform- 
ing the president of his intention to give notice of the 
payments to be made on the ist of October and January, 
to add: 

‘* This has been done with the understanding had _ be- 


bank are called, are held, the committee are informed, | tween us, that, if it should happen that the public moneys 
onthe Fridays preceding the first Mondays in July and| are insufficient to complete those payments, the bank will 
January; and, on this occasion, that Friday came on the| delay the presentation of any certificates of which it may 
29th of June. It was, therefore, on the 29th of June that| have the control, until the funds are sufficient to meet 
Mr. McKim heard the subject of this mission mentioned| them,” &c. 
at the board. In his reply, dated 26th July, the president of the 
General Cadwalader, in his testimony, says the subject] bank says, ‘‘the bank has taken the necessary steps to 
was mentioned to him “‘ between the Ist and 10th of July, | obtain the control of a considerable portion of these cer- 
and the object explained to be a postponement of the) tificates, and will very cheerfully employ it in such man- 
payment of the three per cent. stocks to the extent of| ner as may best suit the convenience of the Government.” 
about five millions of dollars.” | Ifthe president alluded to General Cadwalader’s mission, 











By a report of the board of health in New York, it ap-! 
pears that the first case of cholera in that city occurred | 
on the 2d of July; and, by a similar report of the board} 
of health in Philadelphia, it appears that the disease first} 
broke out in that city on the 15th or 16th of July. As 
the mission to England had been projected as early as) 
the 29th of June, and General Cadwalader had been re-! 


it is evident that he totally misunderstood the object of 
the Treasury Department: that object was to pay off the 
whole three per cents. in January, by its own means if 
it should possess them; and, if not, the bank was to hold 
back, for a few days, a part of the certificates which it 
controlled as agent, until the revenue, which was daily 
coming into the bank, should be sufficient to meet them. 


= quested to proceed to Europe before the 10th of July, It is now alleged that the president of the bank here 
UTINg and the object explained to him, it is obvious that the ra-| alluded to General Ca lwalader’s mission. Sut the result 
nod vages of the cholera in New York and Philadelphia would) of that mission was not ‘to obtain the control of a con- 
rary, hot have weighed upon the minds of the president or ex-| siderable portion of these certificates;” but, by a formal 
t the change committee in determining on the mission, or on| contract, to leave them in the hands of the Barings, and 
fore, the amount of payments to be postponed. It is true, on| other stockholders, until October, 1833. The bank 
ed in the 18th of July, when General Cadwalader’s instruc-| could not, therefore, ** employ it in such manner as may 
ment tions were given, the cholera had made its appearance ir| best suit the convenience of the Gov ernment,” because, 
oth cities; and one set of those instructions commences) unless it wholly disavowed the expected action of its 

revs- with saying, **the probability of the spread of the cholera) agent, it could not get the control of the certificates, or 
peady may Occasion great embarrassment and distress in the| exercise any power over them, for a whole year. What 
ed to community, and makes it expedient for the bank to keep it-| was the object of the Government’ It was to pay off the 
f ex self in an attitude to afford relief,” &c. Nevertheless, it! whole three per cent. stocks in October, 1832, and Janu- 
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ary, 1853. It was expected that its own means would 
be sufficient for the purpose; but, in case there had been 
a small deficiency, then it was understood that the bank 
would hold back any certificates it might control to the 
amount of that deficiency, for a short time, and until the 
public deposite should be sufficient to meet it. No aid 
was expected from the bank; but General Cadwalader’s 
arrangement, by detaining the certificates to the amount 
of four or five millions in Europe until October, 1833, was 
calculated directly to defeat the Government, even in the 
application of its own means. No one deemed it possible 
there could be a deficiency to that amount, or a fourth 
part of it. 

It must be remembered that the allusion of the Se- 
cretary to the understanding between himself and the 
bank was contained ina letter dated at Washington, on 
the 19th July, which would not have reached Philadel- 
phia before the 21st, and was not acknowledged until the 
26th. By Mr. McKim’s testimony, it appears that Gene- 
ral Cadwalader’s mission had been projected as early as 
the 29th June; had been spoken to, and the object ex- 
plained before the 10th July; had received his instruc- 
tions on the 18th, and sailed for Europe on the 20th. He 
says himself, in his testimony, ‘‘ at the time I was appoint- 
ed to proceed to Europe, no notice had been issued by 
the treasury of the intention to pay the three per cents., 
nor was it then known whether that stock was to be re- 
imbursed in whcle or in part.” Is it possible, then, 
that the object of his mission was to provide against any 
possible deficiency which might be produced by the re- 
imbursemeut of that stock? It was not mentioned in 
either set of General Cadwalader’s instructions; nor in 
the letter of the president of the bank to the Barings in- 
troducing him; nor in his letter to General Cadwalader 
upon the receipt of the Secretary’s letter of the 19th 
July; nor in his letter to the Barings, of the 15th of Oc- 


tober, disavowing and proposing to change the arrange-| October. 


ment; nor in his fetter to the same, of the 19th and 31st of 
October; nor in any other letter or paper in this corre- 
spondence. 

Nor does the President of the bank, in his letter to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, of 27th October, giving the 
reasons and results of General Cadwalader’s mission to 
England, make the slightest allusion to any understand- 


Bank of the United States. 
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of the eee January? The declarations of the 
president of the bank, then, and of the exchange com. 
mittee, now, are wholly incompatible. Even now the 
members of the exchange committee, in their evideice, 
declare that the Government had no interest in this mis. 
sion. 

Mr. Bevan, chairman of the exchange committee, says, 
‘Tf presume the Government was not so informed (of 
General C.’s mission to Europe, ] because his mission was 
not designed to interfere with any rights or interests of 
the Government.” Again: ‘* As it involved no special 
interest of the Government, I conceive they had no more 
right to be consulted in relation to it than any other 
stockholder.” 

On no other ground can the concealment observed 
wards the Government be at all palliated. The bank dij 
not consult the Secretary of the Treasury to know whe. 
ther it would be agreeable to him that the possible def 
ciency in the treasury should be guarded against, by 
postponing the payment of five millions of the three pe: 
cents. a whole year. If it had, and he had thought suci, 
a postponement necessary, he would undoubtedly have 
replied, that he would effect it himself, by not giving: 
tice of payment until that time, and would not put the 
bank to the trouble and expense of sending an agentt 
Europe to effect the object privately. But the whole 
matter was concealed from him. So well did the agent 
understand that concealment was expected, that he re- 
quested the Barings not to publish or even print their 
circular to the stockholders. In his letter of the 25t! 
August, enclosing copies of the contract and the circular, 
he says, **I requested that the letter should not be pub- 
lished, but specially directed as a private letter, in manu- 
script, and signed by the house,” appears not to have 
been published in Europe, but, by some means, it found 
its way into the New York papers about the 11th or 12!! 
The publication of this paper, contrary to the 
design of the bank, 2ppears to have given to the Secr 
tary of the Treasury his first information relative to | 
objects of General Cadwalader’s mission to Europe, and 
led to the explanations contained in the letter of the pr 
sident, dated 27th October. The account therein gi 
of the arrangement made with and through the Barings 


was, to say the least, imperfect and unsatisfactory. I 


ing with him, or any probable deficiency in the treasury, |says that certain foreign stockholders ‘* were invited | 
as having been one of the inducements to that measure. |leave the fund with the bank for a few months after t 
On the contrary, he declares that the whole fund of five mil-| payment by the Government, receiving from the | 

lions provided by the arrangement with the Barings, was] the same rate of interest;” when, in fact, there was a for 
set apart to guard against the contingencies of the cholera. | mal agreement with them that they should retain the 
He says, the appearance of that disease made it ‘* the im- | certificates, and not come forward for payment until 0 


perious Cuty” of the bank ‘* to husband its means, in or- 
der to interpose, if necessary, for the relief of the com- 
munity. It was determined, therefore, to reserve five 


j 


tober, 1833; and General Cadwalader’s private inst! 
tions show that he was authorized to allow an ‘interest 
‘as high as four per cent., or even four and a hall, 


millions of dollars for that purpose; and, accordingly, the cluding all commissions;” and on the purchased stock, a! 


foreign holders of the three per cents., to that amount, 
principally represented by the bank as their agent, were 
invited to leave the fund with the bank a few months, 
&c.; and, as if he was anxious to convince the Secretary 
that it was the cholera, and nothing but the cholera, 
which had produced the contract with the Barings, he 
says, in conclusion, **that arrangement, as you will per- 
ceive, was a precautionary measure to enable the institu- 
tion to mitigate the severity of a great disaster; and, when 
the country was happily relieved from it, the means the 
bank had provided for the occasion, were applied to their 
appropriate objects.” When the bank, as late as the 
27th October last, has thus declared that the fund pro- 
vided by the mission to Europe was solely intended to 
guard against the effects of the cholera, and, that danger 
having passed away, had already been applied to other 
objects, without the slightest regard to the condition of 
the treasury, how can it now allege that it was negotiated 
to meet a probable deficiency of public funds on the Ist 


least, actually did allow four per cent., and a commiss 
of a half per cent. 

The president of the bank did, indeed, say: ‘* Presum 
ing that it may interest you, I enclose you a copy of 1! 
correspondence on the subject of the three per cents.;’ 
yet the correspondence enclosed was only his letter t 
Barings, of 17th July one set of General Cadwalade 
instructions, dated 18th July; his letters to the Barings, 
dated 15th and 19th October; and his letter to the cash 
of the New York branch, dated 2d October. But t! 
private instructions of General Cadwalader, dated 1° 
July; his letters to the president of the bank, of the 1' 
22d, 25th, and 30th August, and 6th and 14th Septe 
ber, and the letters of the Barings, dated 22d and © 
August, and 6th September, together with the contr 
itself, most of which are essential to a full underst 
ing of the subject, were withheld. Upon a request oft 
Secretary, dated 31st October, the president of the bans 
sent the four papers last referred to, and volunteered § 
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aoe copy of his letter to the Barings, dated 31st October; 
the put none of the other correspondence appears ever to 


nce, 


have been communicated to the Treasury Department. 
If this affair had been undertaken for the benefit of the 




















— Government, in consequence of an understanding with 
a the Treasury Department, is it credible that its origin, 
d lof progress, and result, would have been at first so carefully 
— concealed, and afterwards so reluctantly, and at last so 
sts of imperfectly communicated to the head of that department? 
‘ecial [En , Mt Dickens states, in his testimony, that ‘if there had 
more [Ee DCC2 & probability of a deficiency of funds, the Govern- 
hie ment would not have issued the notice.” In fact, there 
a was no deficiency. The accompanying statement of the 
ad treasurer shows that, on the Ist of October last, after de- 
ke ducting the whole amount set apart for the payment of the 
as ublic debt, advertised for that day, the deposites of pub- 
te ic officers, and all outstanding warrants, he had left an 
wert available balance, subject to draft, of $3,222,792, and, on 
pe the Ist of January, $730,217. The monthly statements 
= of the bank show an aggregate amount of public funds in 
h ss bank on the Ist of October, under the heads of treasurer 
tye deposite, deposites of public officers, and redemption of 
ra public debt, of $13,661,193, and on the 1st of January, 
wn: $12,752,545. 
cha ; On the whole, it is impossible to make any thing more 
agent 
« " Hi Cadwalader’s mission to Europe. In its result it thwart-| 
et Be ed the most cherished object of the Treasury Department, 
. = which was promptly toapply its means tothe payment ofthe 
ct 





public debt; and the bank, to meet this desire of the trea- 
sury, has been engaged, since the 15th of October, in un- 
doing the work of its agent. 











: The attempt, therefore, to 
ae throw any part of the responsibility of this transaction 
1 upon the Secretary of the Treasury is totally unfounded, 
‘ a and most unwarrantable. ; 

See As the Treasury Department had no agency in this trans- 
. action, the alleged analogy with a case which occurred 
P in 1819 entirely fails. The advance then agreed to be 


made, on the part of the bank, was expressly requested 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 





3 if further reasons were wanting to prove that it was 
- i neither the cholera nor the treasury which gave occasion 
- : for General Cadwalader’s mission to Europe, they may 
=, be found in the date of the authority under which it was 
ea instituted. The committee of exchange refer, for their 
: f r uithority, to a resolution adopted on the 13th March, 
hema 1832, in the following words, viz. 
- 7" ** Resolved, That the subject of the communication just 
oa made by the President, be referred to the committee of 
a exchange, with authority to make, on behalf of the bank, 


whatever arrangements with the holders of the three per 
cent. stocks of the United States may, in their opinion, 
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was actually made to postpone near three millions, long 
before the reasons, now so strenuously urged, could have 
had existence. And did the exchange committee think 
it right, after having acquired power for one purpose, ta 
exercise it for another, without recurrence to the source 
of their authority? If the reasons of the board which in- 
duced them to confer the power had ceased to exist, did 
they think it right to exercise it for reasons of their own? 
We cannot suppose them capable of so thinking, or so 
acting. We must suppose that the resolution was exe- 
cuted with the same motive that it was adopted, and that 
the cholera and the treasury had as little to do with its 
execution as with its adoption. 

Indeed the correspondence with Mr. Ludlow, which 
was commenced on the 13th of March, was continued 
until the 23d of July, after General Cadwalader had sailed 
for Europe; and the arrangement proposed as early as 
March in the United States, was consummated on the 15th 
of September, in Europe, by his supplemental agree- 
ment with the Dutch stockholders. The propositions 
interchanged in this correspondence show, that the ex- 
change committee, or the president of the bank, found 
reasons in executing the resolution of the 15th of March, 
long before the cholera made its appearance, or a possi- 
ble deficiency in the treasury was suggested, to such a 


plain than that it was not any probable deficiency in the} postponement of payment of a large amount of the three 
treasury which, in any degree, tended to produce General] per cent. stocks for an entire year, or such longer period 


as might be agreeable to the parties, permitting the 
holders thereof, in the mean time, to retain their cer- 
tificates. 

It may, however, well be doubted, after reading the 
annexed testimony, whether the resolution of the 13th of 
March did confer, or was intended to confer, on the ex- 
change committee any authority for the steps taken by 
them. It appears to have been understood very differ- 
ently, as well by those who adopted it as by those who 
acted under it. 

Mr. Sullivan, a director, states, that he understood at 
the time of its adoption, that the resolution only autho- 
rized the exchange committee to negotiate with the agent 
in this country, of certain foreign stockholders, for anti- 
cipating the payment of about $1,700,000 of stock held 
by them; and says ‘the board did not confer the power 
on the exchange committee to make such an arrange- 
ment, as I understood it.” 

Mr. Willing testified that he understood the resolution 
as authorizing the committee ‘*to obtain a postponement 
with the consent of the Treasury Department.” 

Mr. Bevan, one of the exchange committee, to whom 
the execution of the resolution was entrusted, testifies 
that ‘*the object [of the resolution] was, if it should be 
necessary, to defer the payment of a portion [of the three 
per cents.] but not the certificates; the holders of the 




















: ee best promote the convenience of the public, and the inte-| certificates to surrender them up to the Government 
rests of this institution. The ‘*communication” then{and to take the bank instead of the Government for 
** just made,” could not have referred to the cholera, for! debtor.” 

td , that scourge had not then appeared on the American con-| Mr. Eyre, another of the exchange committee, testifics 
ss tinent; nor could it have alluded to the understanding] that the resolution itself gave sufficient authority to the 
7 with the Secretary of the Treasury, for that occurred|exchange committee to make all the arrangements the 

la le long afte rwards. Those topics, therefore, constitute no|committee did make.” 
asing part of the reasons of the board for adopting the resolu-| General Cadwalade r, the agent sent to E urope, proved, 
nadie tion, and form no part of the *€ subject” referred to th | by his acts, that he considered it as authoriz ng the com- 
" exchange committee. The resolution was adopt “dl for} mittee to purchase stocks, as well as negotiate for a post- 

ther reasons—reasons which, according to the testimo-| ponecment of payment. 
5 1¢ ny of Mr. Bevan, induced the board to give the commit- A resolution which was thus understood five different 
ept power ‘*to go to any extent that might be necessary, ways by those who adopted it, and were entrust d with 
V9 not five millions alone, but ten millions.”” The committee|its execution, must, for any purpose, be considered gs 
a lid, for those reasons, commence a negotiation forthwith| very doubtful authority. For the pur; to which it 
ee with Mr. Ludlow for the postponement, for one year or} was applied, it could constitute no authority; for the di- 
a more, of about one million seven hundred thousand dol-| rectors of the bank themselves could not rightfully make 
e bi tars, and with another individual for about one million dol-| in arrangement with the public cr *s, the effect of 
ered 3 lars. Hence it appears that there were reasons for giv-| which should be to thwart the policy of the Government, 
§ authority to postpone ten millions, and that an effortland prevent, for a whole year, the application to the 
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payment of the public debt of the public funds which 
were in bank, and had been set apart for that purpose. 

It is not to be presumed that, in adopting the resolu- 
tis ny the board of directors conceived that they were su- 

thorizing, or did in fact authorize, the Se made 
by the president of the bank to Mr. Ludlow, or either 
branch of the arrangement negotiated by General Cad- 
walader. If the committee were doing no more than the 
board authorized, why were their proceedings so care- 
fully concealed from the board? 

Mr. Cadwalader testifies: ** I understood the business 
to be sec ret b - een the president, the committee, and 
myself, only until the period of its completion.” 

Mr. Lippincott —e **T had no knowledge of the 
appointinent of eral Cadwalade1 Again: The 
directors fre: jue atly conyersed upon the subject, but 
what Ilearned wa: is probal aly as much from out- door as in- 
door cony ion. As to the date, I think it was about 
the time of the appearance of the circular of the Barings 
in a New York paper, which was about the 11th or 12th 
of October; 1 do not remember that it was spoken of 

r.” Again: **It was not officially made known to 


the board of directors till Tuesday, the 29th of January 
last.”? 


Mr. 
General Cadwalad 


( 


Bank ef the 


prea 
Cite 


eartic a 


Sullivan testifies **that he had no knowledge of 
ler’s agency; th nstantly at tended | 
the board, and Sarg his arrangement was not submitted to 
the boar ‘d, while he was | resent, until t tho 
ultimo, when the report of the exc! nge con 
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then had an agent in Saisie cnithiliens the postpone. 
ment of several millions of those very payments for, 
whole year. 

On the 4th of October, having received General Cy 
walader’s letter of the 22d of August, settiag forth the 
tenor and substance of the agreement with the Barings, 
‘*the president stated to the board that the commiti 
on the offices, under the authority given them on the 
21st ultimo, in consequence of the strong position which 
the bank now occupies, had deemed it advisable to m 
dify the instructions to the offices at Lexington, Louis. 
ville, St. Louis, Cincinnati, and Pittsburgh, as to alloy 
them to check freely upon the bank, as heretofore, ani 
to extend their purchases in domestic bills;’’ conceali; 
from the board the important fact that he then had in | 
possession the substance of an agreement with the Ba 
ings for the postponemeat of the payment of five millions 
of the public debt, which alone, as he afterwards acknoy 
ledges in his letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, of 
the 27th of October, and as the exchange committee 
peat in their report, enabled the bank to adopt this: 
laxation of its policy. 

On the 20th of November, the non-resident director 
having been specially called in to receive information 
the proceedings and situation of the bank, ‘the 
dent explained, in detail, the course of the oper 
during the past year, and the instructions under 


W 

ments from the books of the bank, showing the amount 

its investments at each Point, and their gradu: ul ¢ 

tion, the amount of its circulation and specic, an 1th ep r 

gre ess made in the payment of the public debt, gf 

ce alin 1g this most important operation, the arrang 
ith the Barings 


, and other forcign holders of the ‘publ 


then unrescinded, which had confessedly cont 
ne course of the bank from the first of the prec« 


) 


1 
aap 
24 
Au 


mon 
The first information in relation to these transact 
given to any one not of the exchange committee, ap] 
to have been contained in some statement to thec 
uittee on the offices, and the non-resident directors, 
hom was referred the communication of the president 
the board on the 20th November. Mr. Willing 
© The first official information I had was in Noven 
at the meeting of the committee on the offices ai 
directors; but the whole of it was not 
it was not till January, upon the receipt of t 
‘of the chairman of the committee, [of Ways : 
| Means, ] at which time I was a member of the committee 
exchange, that I became possessed of 2 full k: 
lve of he % hole transaction.” 
rhe committee on the offices, in their report in 


lvember, make no mention to the board of this transa 
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thy 


oe : 
tailed. 1 i 
letter 2c 
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jlion, and it was not until the report, drawn from the ex 


change committee by a letter 
n that any communication on the subject 
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in Europe, through General Cadwalader’s arrangement, 
have either been paid, or ample means provided for their 
payment, and now in the hands of the Barings. Messrs. 
Bevanand Eyre, members of the exchange committee, have 
testified that the statements contained in this report are 
true, to the best of their knowledge and belief. Mr. Be- 
van was asked by the committee whether ‘‘ the amount 
of the three per cents., of which certificates have been 
presented, was paid by means of any new debt contract- 
ed by the bank for that purpose??? 

He answered, ‘No, sir; their own funds, in the hands 
of their agents, were ample to meet all which the bank 
or its agents had purchased or deferred.” In answer to 
another question, he says, ‘The bank has paid, out of 
its own resources, all the public stock which has been 
paid, as per report of exchange committee, and no 
part of which have I any knowledge of being finally de- 
ferred. The funds of the bank in the hands of the agent 
in Europe, were found to be ample to meet all the stock 
that was contemplated to be deferred, and has since been 
paid, or directed to be paid, out of those funds in the 
hands of its agents in Europe; and, as far as E know and 
believe, there is not one dollar now due to any body on 
account of the stock originally contemplated to be de- 
ferred.”” Again, he testifies: **1 have no knowledge that 
any of the European holders have consented to defer any 
part, but am of opinion that the funds in the hands of the 
Barings have been applied to the entire extinguishment 
ofall the certificates which have been transmitted, through 


tificates and powers have been reccived, they have sim- 
ply gone to the credit of the Barings against the funds 
belonging to the bank in their hands.” 

Mr. Willing, another member of the exchange com- 
mittee, on being asked whether these certificates were 
paid off by contracting a new debt in Europe, testifies: 
‘*Not that I know of, or believe. he bank does not owe 
a farthing, I believe, in Europe.” 

Now, the correspondence of the bank with the Barings, 
a large portion of which was on hand before this testi- 
mony was given, or the report of the exchange commit- 
tee drawn up, clearly shows that many of the holders of 
the deferred stock have agreed with the bank or its pre- 
sident to surrender their certificates to the bank without 
receiving payment—taking, in lieu thereof, a credit for 
the amount on the books of the bank, bearing interest, 
and not to be paid to them by the bank until October, 
1833. The new debt in Europe, as shown by this cor- 
respondence, already amounts to $1,428,974 54, and will 
probably be increased to more than two millions. Now, 


|as early as the 14th of January Jast. 
i that it could have been communicated to Mr. Bevan or 
their hands, to the bank; and that, so far as the said cer- 
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of our house for the faithful performance of the present 
agreement, and we likewise assure all, that the letter or 
document from the bank, stating that the amount of their 
certificates is carried to their credit, and that interest will 
be paid them until the reimbursement of the capital, on 
the lst of October, 1853, shall be delivered to them here 
free of expense.” 

In the letter of the 29th of November, accompanying 
the circular, they send the names of stockholders, and 
the stock then arranged, under this new agreement, 
amounting to $20,363 58. On the 14th of January last, 
the cashier acknowledges the receipt of these certificates, 
and says they are ‘* passed to their respective credits, as 
per enclosed acknowledgment.” He then adds, ‘‘ the 
several certificates, as they are received, will be credited 
in like manner, to the respective holders, who will be 
duly advised separately.” 

On the 6th of December, the Barings remitted other 
certificates, to the amount of $74,730 31, stating that the 
holders ** wish their capital to remain with the institution 
until the Ist of October, 1833.” In like manner, re- 
mittances have been made by them to the amount of 
$1,428,974 54 of the deferred stock, leaving $918,381 98 
not yet heard from. 

By the acknowledgment of the cashier, it appears that 
the terms of this new arrangement, and at least one re- 
mittance of certificates in pursuance of it, was received 
But it is impossible 


Mr. Willing, of the exchange committee. If it had been, 
they would not have testified so positively that no new 
debt had been contracted in Europe to pay these certifi- 
cates; ‘* that there is not one dollar now due to any body 
on account of the stock originally contemplated to be 
deferred;” that, *‘the funds in the hands of the Barings 
have been applied to the entire extinguishment of all the 
certificates which have been transmitted through their 
hands to the bank;” and that ‘‘the bank does not owe a 
farthing in Europe.” The fact being clearly established 
by this correspondence, that a new debt has been created 
by the bank, we are driven to the conclusion that this 
correspondence has never been submitted to the exchange 
committee, and that they are wholly uninformed in rela- 
tion to this important transaction, though done in their 
name. 

Nor could they have had the slightest knowledge of, 
and much less seen, the letter of the president of the 
bank to the Barings, dated the 15th of January, 1833, 
acknowledging the receipt of their letters of the 6th, 


14th, 22d, and 29th of November, thanking them for 


itis impossible that these witnesses could have seen this | their ‘‘ zealand judgment” in arranging the affairs of the 


correspondence, or known any thing of it, when they gave 
their testimony. 

in pursuance of the proposition of the president of the 
bank, contained in his letter to the Barings, of the 15th 


October, to alter the arrangement in relation to the de-! 


ferred stock, the Barings issued a circular to the holders, 
inviting them to forward their certificates, and adding— 

‘* We trust it will not be inconvenient to you to comply 
with this favor, in which case we shall be glad to receive 
your certificates, with the necessary power of attorney, 
upon our giving you the usual letter, stating that we have 
received them for transmission, and engaging to obtain 
jor you an acknowledgment from the bank, that the 
amount has been passed to your credit on its books, and 
will be either held at your disposal, or remitted ina bill 


at the usual time, on the Ist of October, 1853, up to} 


which time it engages to remit the interest, as before it 
was reimbursed.” 

In a letter of the 29th of November, the Barings, ad- 
verting to the circular, and other measures taken by 
them, proceed to say: 

‘To such parties as require it, we give the guarantee 


bank, and concluding, by observing, ‘it remains for us 
only to hope that you may be able to close the arrange- 
ment, by transmitting the certificates at an early day,” 
although the president is but a member of the committee, 
and not its chairman. 

Conclusive as this is, there is further evidence that the 
exchange committee are not consulted in relation to the 
transactions done in their name. 

Mr. Bevan says, in his testimony, ‘I do most respect- 
fully deny any intention, on the part of the exchange 
committee, to protract or delay the payment of any por- 


agreed with the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, 
from July to October; and that the contemplated defer- 
ment was, that the bank alone should become responsible 
to the European holders of the three per cent. stocks; 
and, so far from delaying the presentation of the certifi- 
cates, they have been hastened by the interference of the 
lagent of the bank in Europe, and will be in possession of 
lthe Government earlier than they would otherwise have 
‘ been.” 


| The president of the bank, in his letter to Mr. Ludlow, 
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dated the 19th of March, 1832, made a proposition, on| Here wasan extension of loans by the bank, in the year 
behalf of the exchange committee, looking to the reten-| 1831, of 20,622,148 dollars, being an advance of about 50 
tion of the certificates by the stockholders, until 1833, or} per cent. upon its accommodation, in a single year. Dur- 
a longer period. This letter could not have been sub-|ing the same time its circulation had increased 1,067,838 
mitted to the exchange committee, or Mr. Bevan would| dollars, or about 27 per cent. 
have objected to it. Towards the latter part of the year, the bank began to 

Itis not denied that General Cadwalader was authoriz-|experience a pressure. On the Ist October, the Govern. 
ed, in his negotiation, to admit a stipulation for the re-| ment, having then in bank a deposite of 9,513,434 dollars, 
tention of the certificates by the stockholders, which, as/| advertised its intention to pay off six millions of the public 
the correspondsnce with the Barings shows, was essential! debt on the first of the succeeding January. The bank, 
to business, and has never been disavowed; yet this sub-| on the 7th of that month, issued a circular, requestin 
ject could never have been submitted to the exchange | their branches to ‘* throw, as early as possible, a large 
committee, or Mr. Bevan would have opposed it. amount of available means into our hands in Philadelphia 

In his letter to the Barings, of the 19th of October, the!and New York.” 
president proposed, in case of any difficulty, that the} During the balance of the year, the bank was stead 
certificates should remain in the hands of the stock-! urging this policy on its various branches; and yet, du: 
holders; but this letter could not have been submitted to|the months of October, November, and December, th: 
the exchange committee, or Mr. Bevan would have ob-| discounts of the institution were extended about thr 
jected to it. | millions of dollars. 

Indeed, Mr, Bevan’s evidence conclusively proves, that} We have seen that, as carly asthe 24th December, th 
he never approved any part of the first arrangement, and | bank anticipated that it would not have the use of 


is wholly uninformed as to the second. Although chair-| considerable amount of Government deposites during t! 
man and organ of the committee, its correspondence is| year 1832; and, on the 20th and 21st January, so infor 
not submitted to him, and some of its most important acts}ed many of its branches. Ina letter to the Savannal 
are done without consulting him, and much less the other} branch, on the 19th January, it is asserted, that ‘* the stat 
members. | of the money market, combined with the demands of the 
Indeed, it seems that the exchange committee them-| public creditors,” ‘* occasion more pressure upon our r 
selves consider the president of the bank asconcentrating | sources than is comfortable.” 
in his hands their whole power. 


»)} 
& aul 


In a letter to the Rich 
Mr. Eyre, a member of} mond branch, of the same date, it is stated, that ‘* the new 
that committee, on being asked why the disayowal of! orders of the Treasury to pay about one and three-« 
General Cadwalader’s arrangement was deferred until) ter millions to the public creditors on the Ist day of April, 
the 15th of October, when his letter, communicating its|renders it desirable that New York and Philade)plia, 
substance, was received about the Ist, replied: iwhere nine-tenths of that amount is to be rede« n 
**T cannot answer this question further than saying, | should continue to be reinforced.” In the letters of the 
the first time I saw the letter of General Cadwalader, 1) 20th and 21st January, to the branches at Cincin 
disavowed it; whether that was immediately on its arrival, | Louisville, Pittsburg, Natchez, Mobile, and Nashville, 
or some time afterwards, I cannot now say, as I was fre-| they are urged to restrict their business, to convert t 
quently absent about that period. After the president) accommodation loans into domestic bills, to send on 1 
reccived the agreement from the Barings, he disavowed | forcements, and strengthen the principal bank. Th 
it, as stated in his letter of the 15th of October to the} out the month of February, the branches were urged 
Barings.” ito extend, but to curtail their discounts; and thos« 
Hence it would seem that the exchange committee had} West were directed so to shape their business, as tot 
little to do in making the agreement or disavowing it; andj into the New Orleans branch the means of aiding th 
that they have no knowledge of the second agreement, is| cipal bank. <A letter to the Nashville branch, dated 1 
fully proved by their own testimony. February, 1832, thus concludes: ‘I take it for grai 
Itis, then, well established, by the evidence, that it w as/| that, as the season advances, you will have shorten 
not the accommodation of the importing merchants, nor|terms of your bills on New Orleans, so as to thr 
any probable deficiency in the treasury, nor the appear-|the hands of Mr. Jaudon, (the cashier of that branc! 
ance of the cholera, which produced the resolution. of| means of giving us, in the course of the present half ) 
the 15th of March, the negotiation with Mr. Ludlow, the | those large reinforcements which we shall certainly req 
application to the Government for a postponement of the | from him.” 
contemplated payment of the public debt, from July to} 
October; the mission to England; the 


Ww 


Nevertheless, the business of the bank continued | 
contract with the | tend. 
Barings, and the final arrangement with a portion of the| 
foreign holders of the three per cents., by which they| And in January, 1832, it was, - 66, 25 
have agreed to take the bank for their debtor, and wait| February, - - - 67,97 
for payment until October, 1833. For the true reason| March, - - - . 68,97 
for this train of measures, all tending to the same end,} And in May, 
we must look to other quarters, and we shallfinditin — | 


The aggregate debt duc to it was, as we have seen 
In December, 1851, - - - $63,026,495 


ws 


: ‘ - 70,428, 
There was an increase, in about five months, of m 
The condition of the Bank. \than seven millions, netwithstanding the ¢ fort op 
: . curtailment. The aggregate increase in the deb 
l, an extension in| bank from October, 1831, to May, 1832, was 1 
the business of the nk of the United States, pt rhaps| dollars, and the aggregate increase in the valley 
unparalleled in the history of banking institutions. The| Mississippi, was 10,346,824 dollars. 
aggregate debt due the bank at the periods named was : So far, therefore, from deriving ** reinforcements ; 
follows, viz. the Western branches, which was so strenuously | 
1829, December 31, . - $40,216,553 the institution had become further embarrassed >} 
» December 51, ' ; extension of their business, while the other brant 
taken in the aggregate, were nearly stationary 
The increased and increasing debt in the West, cut! 
off all supplies from that quarter, was, of itself, sufi 
to alarm the bank, and induce it to look to s 
resource for the means of meeting the payments ot 


There had been, within a short peri 
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public debt, expected to be required during the year | to that time, which had not been applied by the bank, 
1832. It had loaned out the public deposite chiefly in| was standing on its books, under the head of 
the West, and in March it must have been evident, from Redemption of public debt 











- - $857,613 
the returns received from the branches, that no hope ex-| The treasurer’s deposite on that day was - 6,520,137 
isted of collecting it again by the 1st of July, October, or 
even January, 1833. Hence, we think, proceeded the $7,377,750 


resolution of the 13th March, and the immediate negotia-| As the payment on the Ist of January last took 

tion with Mr. Ludlow, not for a postponement until the} the whole public deposite, with the excep- 

next October or January, but for a whole year, orlonger.| tion of ‘ 3 2 ss . 730,217 

Hence, also, the application of the president of the bank| It is evident that the bank had to provide for 

to the Government to postpone the proposed payment of| refunding the balance of the foregoing sum 

six millions, from July to October. That he did not con-| out of its own means, viz. . - 6,647,533 

sider this delay as sufficient for the purposes of the bank,} The resources from which the bank could legitimately 

is proved by the continuance of the negotiation with Mr. derive the means of paying this sum, were, as stated in 

Ludlow, and by General Cadwalader’s mission to Europe. | the minutes of the bank under date of 27th July last, ** its 
That this was the motive that actuated the directory of| means employed on loans to the community,”’ and its 

the bank in adopting the resolution of the 15th March,! other property. Those sources were, on the Ist of March, 


and influenced the president in his subsequent application| 1832, as follows, viz. 


| AGI<y 8 
to the Government, is made apparent by the testimony of} Bills discounted, and domestic bills of ex- 
directors, taken by this committee. change - F - $68,971,77 


Mr. Willing testifies that, ‘* with regard to the pay-| Foreign bills of exchange - - 91,238 
ment in July, in consequence of the pressure on the) Duc from State banks = - ‘ - 3,752,822 
Western branches, and the difficulty of withdrawing funds) Peal estate - Z - a 2,131,359 
from that source, it was desirable to postpone that pay- 


Mortgages - - 


ment to the Ist October.” | Notes of State banks 


Mr. Eyre, on being asked whether there was a heavy| 
pressure on the merchants indebied to the Government, | 
from March, 1832, to January, 1833, replied, ‘1 think 
the pressure was not so heavy on the Eastason the West, 
and forbearing to take from the West enabled them to 
pay to the East, &c.”’ 

Mr. Sullivan states, in relation to the causes of the mis-! 





On the Ist of January last, there were out- 
standing, under these heads, the following 
amounts, viz. 


Bills discounted, and domestic 


exchange - $61,695,91 
sion to Europe, &c. ‘* my impression is, that the post-| Foreign bills of exchange — - 83,592 
ponement was induced by the extended situation of the| Due from State banks - 3,688,143 
affairs of the bank, and by the difficulty of collecting the} Real estate - : - 1,855,169 


7 


funds, or of reducing the discounts so as to meet the con-| Mortgages - - : 57,919 
templated payment.” Notes oi State banks - 2,291,655 

In relation to the alleged pressure in Philadelphia, he} —-— 69,672,191 
ays: ** The greatest pressure, in my opinion, was felt by ———- 
that class of merchants who do a credit business to the) Showing collections from these sources of $8,201,478 
Western and other States. It continued during the spring Upon these collections, however, there 


and part of the summer.” have been the following demands, viz. 
Mr. Lippincott says: ‘One of the reasons why that! Reduction of notes in cireu- 


pressure (on those who purchased from the importers]| lation - - $2,584,844 

took place, was, that when the bank learned that the Go-| Reduction of balances due to 

vernment intended to make so large a payment of the State banks - : 508,379 

public debt, the bank refused, in some measure, to dis-| Reduction of individual depo- 
unt the paper of the Western merchants, not deeming sites ° . : 1,297,082 

t proper to increase the debt in that section, but, on the) Extinguishment of debt due 

trary, deemed it best to draw the moneys from the Barings, &c. - - 1,876,802 

West to the Atlantic cities to meet the payment directed Ses 6,267,107 
ythe Government, the certificates of debt being gen- —-—-—— 
lly presented for payment in those cities.” Leaves . . - $1,934,371 
From the facts thus established by the accounts of the 


I 
ank, and the testimony of the directors, it appears that 


By this sum, and no more, was the bank more able to 
the reason of the board for desiring to postpone the pay- 


I pay over its public deposite on the Ist of January last, 
ment of a portion of the public debt, which led to the, than it was on the Ist of March, 1832. ‘The amount it had 
adoption of the resolution of the 13th March, 1832, and| to provide for, out of itsown resources, was $6,647,535 


the negotiations instituted under color of its authority,!It has provided from those resources only 1,953,371 
was the extension of the business of the bank, and its in- cnn enea ene 
lity to collect the public moneys, which it had loaned Leaving unprovid d for ‘ 2 $4,714,162 
out to the community, in time to meet the demand of the 4 ee 
Government. 7 That this would be the probable effect of all his exer- 
rhe first movement towards postponement was made, tions at curtailment, was doubtless evident to the presi 
we have already seen, in March, 1832, and must have dent of the bank when the proceedings of March, 1832, 
en predicated on the view then taken of the condition, were instituted. He did not feel safe without a pestpone- 

| prospects of the bank. Let us see what it had to! ment, until a later period, of a portion of those payments 
wide for, what was its condition at that time, and how, which he expected the Government would require dur- 

t has acquired the means, out of its own resources, to| ing that year. [lence arose his proposition to the board 

t the demands of the Government upon it, for the} of the 1oth of March, their re solution of that day, his ne- 
'yments of the public debt down to January, 1833. gotiation with 3 r. Ludlow, and the mission to Europe. 


On the Ist of March, 1832, of the amount set apart by; Learning, about the Ist of Oc — r, that his object was 
. ' ~ at } + : te ] ry that re } ron not r) Sed >” 
Government for the payment of the public debt prior) attained, and that the bank would not, in consequence « f 
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the arrangement with the Barings, be called on for five 
millions of dollars of the three per cents., until October, 
1833, he recommended a relaxation of the policy of the 
bank, and stopped the curtailments which had for some 
time been in progress. An examination of its accounts 
now shows that there was a deficiency in its collection, 
on the Ist of January, nearly equal to the amount post- 
poned in Europe. 

How, then, has the bank made up this deficiency, and 
escaped the embarrassments which were apprehended in 
March and July, and provided against by the arrange- 
ment with the Barings, which became known to it about 
the 1st of October? 

It has not, in fact, paid the public debt. Wehave seen 
by the correspondence with the Barings, that more than 
1,400,000 dollars has been arranged in Europe, so as to 
postpone the payment until October, 1833, which sum 
will probably be increased to more than 2,000,000 dollars. 
It had on hand, on the Ist instant, 5,163,075 dollars, to 
the credit of redemption of the public debt, not yet ap- 
plied. Why it is that the public creditors have not pre- 
sented their certificates for payment, we have no proof. 
As the interest to be paid by the Government ceased on 
the Ist of wd it is singular, if the fact be so, that 
they should let the funds remain in bank without receiv- 
ing some consideration for their use. It is true, that Mr. 
Bes an says the reason, in his opinion, is because ** the 
agents who had the certificates have no power of attorney 
to receive the money,” and it may be because ‘the 
holders prefer to let the matter remain as it is, until a 
favorable opportunity offers of reinvesting the money, 


six per cents., which were due and payable four years 
ago, and are not called for to the prese nt day.” But the 


only reason here given, which is not a mere matter of| 


opinion, is proved, by the last treasury report, to be en- 
tirely erroneous; for that report shows that the six per 
cents. have long since been paid. 

On the Ist of the present month, the bank had not 
applied any portion of the means collected from its own 
resources to the payment of the public debt. 

In March, 1532, it had, in deposite, the following sums 
of public money, viz: 

Redemption of public debt . $857,615 | 
‘Treasurer’s deposite - 6,52 
‘ 


Deposites cf public officers 1, 


57 
cs 


) 


’ 
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ited States. 


have, therefore, been invested in specie, 

or in foreign bills - : - $1,933,371 
The funds reserved in consequence of the 

arrangement with the public ones in 

Europe, are - - 


Total 


Here we have the means by which more then half 
this sum has been raised, but there is a deficiency of 
$1,896,582, for which we are wholly unable to accoup; 
The bank has not raised it in collections from its cr. i 
tors, or sales of its property. It can be accounted fo, 
only by supposing that other debts, similar to that arising 
out of the arrangement in Europe, have been contracted, 
which are alike unknown to the board of directors ay, 
exchange committee, and do not appear in the accow ts 
of the bank. In Mr. Willing’s testimony, he stated that 
a bill on the Barings for a million of dollars had probably 
been paid for by a draft on New Orleans. Whilet 
purchased bill may constitute a part of the fund in th 
hands of the Barings, the draft on New Orleans may : 
have been presented and paid in such time as to ¢ 
into the same monthly. statement, which would account 
for a million of dollars of this deficiency. It must be by 
some such transaction as this, or by some private loan ¢ 
postponement of payment on account of public stocks, 
that this fund is created; for there is no other source, tha 
we can conccive of, from which it can have been derived, 

From these facts it appears, that this increase of specie 


*!and fund in Europe, with the exception of less than two 
which he says ‘‘ is the case with respect to a large sum of 


millions, is a show of fictitious strength, based on re. 
sponsibilities incurred by the bank, or rather by its pre 
dent, which are unknown to its managers, and do not ap. 
pear in its accounts. The payment of these res] 
bilities, and of the balance of the public debt rema 
unpaid, would leave the institution in a condition much 
worse than in March, 1832, viz. 
Public debt due and unpaid 

on the Ist instant - $5,163,075 
Deducting public debt due 

and unpaid in March, 1832 857,613 


Funds acquired in Europe, 
and increase of specie since 
March, 1832 - - 


—--| Deduct net proceeds of col- 


$9,097,239 
On the Ist of February instant, it had on hand— 
Redemption of public debt $5,163,075 
Treasurer’s deposite - 2,735,555 
Deposites of public oflicers 1,622,068 


9,520,698 


Go 


lections since that time 


a 
da yV10 


It hence appears that the bank is in a worse condit 


-—-—} by seven and a half millions, than it was in Mare 


More than in March, 1832, by 

The bank has, therefore, appropri: ted none of its 
means collected from its debtors since March, 1832, to 
the payment of the public debt, but has simply applied 
the public deposite which has since acc umulated. 
By the monthly statement of the Ist of Ja- 

nuary last, it appears that the amount of 

specie then on hand w as greater than on 

the 1st of March, 1832, by - - 
Instead of a debt in Europe, as in March, 

the bank had a fund in Europe of 


Total 


Whence came the means of raising this fund? 
We have already seen that the curtailments 

of the bank have not been applied to 

the payment of the public debt. They 


$433,459 | when it is admitted on all hands to have been unde ae 


sure. ‘The reason why a more severe pressur e is not 
now felt is, because the bank has so arranged its a i urs a3 
to evade making the payments which were required 
the Government. 

The exchange committee, in their report, for the | 
pose of exhibiting the sound condition of the bank, s 
forth a statement of the situation of the institution from 
the monthly returns of January last. Although some 


ithe liabilities of the bank are entirely omitted in ¢! 


statement, and particularly the dividend amounting 
$1,225,000, declared a few days after, yet it presem 
the bank in a condition no more favorable than in t! 
most perilous moment of its existence. In proof of ' 
-jassertion, we give, in parallel columns, the statemen 
the oe and a statement of its situation on the 1st 
of April, 18: The capital was the same at b oth pe 
riods: at the first period the loans had been re 
$7,760,793 in the preceding nine months; and, at ' 
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latter period, they had been reduced $8,169,824 in the 1819 arose from the fact that it could not collect its out- 
preceding ten months. standing debts in time to meet demands against it; and 


The claims against the Bank. this was the precise cause of the measures taken to post- 
1833 1819 pone the payment of the public debt in 1832. 

3 es 459,571 $6 399,690 The managers of the bank, who had created the debt 
Nee a2. ercn ae es $17,459, $6,829,690] in 1819, were, undoubtedly, just as confident of its sound- 
The deposites, public and pri- 547,517 610 | eS and of the solvency of the institution, as are the pre- 

vate - E i : - 13,547, 6,147, sent directors of the enormous debt they have created 
Due to the holders of funded within the last two years 
A : 799 4703 J 5 ; 
de oe oe cd livi le i F eer But events showed that the directors of that day were 
bee yea ‘nieces (0,94 . 976,648 mistaken, and they may prove, with equal certainty, that 


those of the present day labor under a like mistake. Our 
SES pz el confidence in their opinion is the less, from the fact so 
$57,807,522 $13,853,948 clearly established, that they have been kept wholly un- 














TO P| informed as to the negotiations of last year vitally affect- 

Its resources were— Pere 9q| ing the action of the bank, and that they do not now know 

oe % ‘ - $8,951,847 2,104,720 of a heavy debt in Europe recently contracted with the 

Notes of State sa holders of the United States three per cent. stocks, and 

banks $2,291,655 other private arrangements, which give the bank that 

Os oF State por show of strength which is so confidently exhibited in their 

; a “ _. |report. 

‘~ = ies Te ete 3,887,907 1,749,951 in relation to the Western debt, as well as the general 

Funds in marope, and foreign - = |situation of the institution, the evidence of the directors 

5 _ voy =" Pe oan composing the exchange committee must be considered 
ealestate - : - - 3,036,241 


as subject to explanation. If thev know very little of the 

important operations resulting in a heavy debt in Eu- 

rope, which were specially intrusted to them by the board 

during the last year, it is not to be expected that they can 

29 480.095 know more of the general concerns of the institution, and 
29 gBON'9~~9 | especially of the condition of the Western debt. Indeed, 
60.210 it appears from thcir own statement, that all their know- 


Debts due by individuals, viz. 
On notes dis- | 

counted 43,626,870 
Ondomestic bills 18,069,043 | 
————— 61,695,913 


2A 


Mortgages, &c. - - - 103,330 | 


. Vo ° e ( . . . ~ a 
Funded debt 7,169,219 )iedge on the subject is derived from the opinions of 
: py See eee i a | others, of the very cashiers and directors who have cre- 
Totals Ege © * 80,809,409 | 44,494,900! sted the debt. Being parties concerned, their opinions 
Bring down claims - 37,807,522 3,853,948 : 


’| should be received with the proper allowance. 
“43.058.142 ca 64 ose. The committee of exchange put down Kentucky, Ohio, 
eiumitreed aaa lennessee, and Missouri, as the Western States, and re- 
———————~ present the sum due to the bank in those States, on the 
The committee say ‘*this sum of $43,058,143 forms a] first of January last, at $15,465,506. By the monthly 
guarantee to the holders of the notes of the bank, and to| statement upor which this representation is based, the 
ts depositors, over and above the whole amount of their] outstanding claims of the bank, including real estate in 
claims.”” those States, appear to be $16,605,142, exceeding the 
So this sum of $30,640,958, formed in April, 1819, a] representation of the committee by more than three mil- 
guarantee to the holders of the notes of the bank, and to|lions. 
s depositors, over and above the whole amount of their} They proceed to say: ‘*The proofs of the general se- 
Ss curity of this debt are confirmed by a single circumstance 
The “ guarantee” now exceeds the claims only $5,250,-| which seems entirely decisive; which is, the actual pay- 
1, but in 1819 it exceeded the claims $16,787,010, | ment of such a portion of it as was required from the 
Who, then, upon the evidence of figures, would doubt|debtors.”” They then set forth the reductions of local 
the entire solvency and safety of the bank, in April, 1819?| loans in those States during certain periods, amounting to 
Yet Mr. Cheves, the president of the bank, on the 6th | $5,5 32,104 93, as an illustration of their meaning. As 
day of the very month in which this very favorable state-|the whole debt is made up of local loans and bills of ex- 
ment was made, in a letter to Mr. Crawford, Secretary of|change, any statement which shows the re duction in one 
the Treasury, holds the following language; viz. ‘1 he|only, without comprehending the other, is obviously de- 
very critical situation of the bank, which is becoming|ceptive. Sucha statement the committee have given us 
I so every hour, the great interests, both public and | for instance, their representation of the debt of the Louis- 
te, involved in its fate, and the intimate connexion | ville branch is as follows, viz. 
it has with your department, I hope will be a sufficient | At Louisville, on the 2d February, 1552, ae 
pology for the frequency of my communications.” | The loans were - - : - $2,682,629 50 





And Mr. Crawford, in a letter to Mr. Cheves, of the; On the 12th January, 1853, they were Saas 

me date, observes, ‘it is even doubtful whether it is} only - - a i ‘ ‘ 2,078,906 19 
practicable, with all the exertions which it is in its power | mea iene 
to make, to continue specie payments during the year.” | A diminution of me $603,723 31 
Alt. Cheves, in his exposition to the stockholders, in] We have no statements of the latter dates here given, 


-S<<, adverting to the condition of the bank, about the |but from Mr. Toland’s report, and tue monthly ateme nt 
‘<th of that month, says: ** All the resources of the bank |for January last, we find the re al cor dition ol —_ de bt 
would not have sustained it in this course and mode of|due at that branch to have been as follows, at the dates 
\ | 

VUSIN 1 


ess another month--such was the prostrate state of}annexed, viz. 





‘ . . a =— " 9. b. 090 194 1829. wi 
te bank of the nation, which had only twenty-seven | Debt at Louisville, 2d of February, 1552, viz. >.629 5¢ 
a } : oe : a _ © ° - ‘ i ‘ ad a a © 6§ 2 62‘ . 
oaths commenced business, with an untrammelied capi-| Notes discounted pe ~ 
' of twenty-eight millions of dollars.” | Domestic bills ; - 1,267,281 49 
it henea asin. | 
. 4 A ) 





ears. that the bank may be very str it 
ae ppears, that the bank may be very strong in Total debt ; - $3.949.910 99 
ires, and very weak in fact. The embarrassments in | otal deb — 
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Debt at Louisville, 13th of December, 1832, viz. 
Notes discounted - - - $2,169,823 29 
Domestic bills - - - 1,969,411 48 


Total debt $4,139,234 77 


Actual increase of debt $189,323, 78 


Instead of any diminution of the debt at that branch, 
there wasa considerable increase. The debt had changed 
its character, but was not paid. Those who had notes 
under discount were pressed for payment, and took up 
their notes with the bills of exchange discounted by the 
bank. This is the kind of payment which the committee 
of exchange think ‘‘ entirely decisive of the general secu- 
rity of this debt.” It appears to us much more like the state 
of things in 1819, represented by Mr. Cheves to the 
meeting of the stockholders in 1822, in the following 
words, viz. ** The Western offices’ curtailed their dis 
counted paper, but they purchased what were called race 
horse bills, to a greater amount than their curtailment.” 

There is a single fact which must, in every mind which 
has turned its attention to banking operations, cast a 
doubt over the soundness of the Western debt. It is the 
enormous increase of that debt within the last few years. 
In the whole valley of the Mississippi, the amounts due 
the bank at the times stated, were as follows, viz. 

January, 1829, - - - $11,075,603 
1830, ; ; - 18,708,230 

1831, . i - 23,279,938 

1832, , . - $1,285,861 

May, _ 1832, . . - $7,506,388 
The debt of the Western country was thus more than 


tripled in a little more than three years, and more than | 


doubled in fifteen months; the bank had thrown two and 
a half millions more than its whole capital into that section 
of the Union. It is impossible, in the nature of things, 
that such a sudden and enormous increase of credit in 
the west should not have led to overtrading, embarrass- 
ment, and ultimate bankruptcy, among those who were 
anticipating wealth from the use of this fictitious capital. 

In October, 1831, the bank made an effort to check 
its branches; and in January following, instructed them 
to curtail their business. Notwithstanding all its urgency, 
there was added to the debt in the valley, from October, 
1831, to May, 1832, $10,346,824. In March, 1832, as 
we learn from the testimony of the directors, the Western 
branches were severely pressed, and to give them relief, 
measures were adopted to postpone the payment of the 
public debt. From the month of May, there appears to 
have been a moderate curtailment in that quarter at some 


branches, and an increase at others, producing, on the | 
whole, a considerable reduction. But all the exertions of 
the bank have not effected a reduction to the standard of | 


October, 1831, when the attempt commenced. The debts 
then were $27,159,564. On the Ist of January last, they 
were $30,494,028. 


‘They are, therefore, three millions more than when | 


the first attempt was made to prevent the further expan- 
sion of the business of those branches. If, as is proved, 
the Western branches were embarrassed in March, 1832, 
while they were extending their loans, it would be re- 
markable if their debtors should be in a better condition 
during a season of curtailment. If they could not collect, 
so as to aid the principal bank, in March, when the gene- 
ral credit was good, it would be singular if they could do 
so in November or December, when that credit must be 
somewhat shaken by a general retrenchment, Accord- 
ingly, during the latter part of the season, the Western 


branches have scarcely been able to collect the means of 


sustaining themselves. To one branch, such was the 
imminence of its danger, the principal bank sent out a 
considerable sum in specie to save it. At other branches 


Bank of the United States. 


they have been obliged to take domestic bills, at long 
dates, in payment for paper sent to them by the princip,| 
bank, and other branches, for collection. The proof of 
the first assertion is found in the testimony of Mr. Lip. 
pincott, and the latter appears by letters from the cashiers 
at Louisville and Nashville. The cashier at Louisville, 
under date of 18th of November, says, ‘* your letter 
10th instant contains views and suggestions in relation to 
our business, which do not surprise me. In truth, the 
increase of our domestic bills induced me to expect such 
a letter as you have written. We have been, and stil 
are, in a situation of peculiar delicacy, and believing jt 
to be not only the desire, but the interest of the bank to 
sustain all houses which are supposed to be solvent, we 
have found it difficult to attain that object without, for a 
time, exceeding the point where it would seem prudent 
otherwise to stop. 

‘©A large proportion of our bills were purchased to 
enable the parties to meet their obligations sent here fo; 
collection. The amount of such collections has been 4 
least four millions of dollars in the past year, of which 
about one-half came from the Bank of the United States 

| and the office at New Orleans. There is still upwards 
a million of paper now in the office for collection, princi- 
pally on account of the bank and its branches, which, 
with our gradual, but regular curtailment of discounts, 
will, for some time to come, absorb all the means th 
country can command. We do not hope, therefore, t 
|make any material diminution of our business for several 
| months: it may probably, for a time, be a little increased 
| ** We have looked with great solicitude on the situation 
|of this country, and the deep stake the bank has in its 
| welfare. Encouraged by the excessive importations 
| the East, our merchants have been induced to purc! 
| more largely than their own means, or the necessity of 
ithe country required. Hence the embarrassment w! 
now exists, and for which nothing but the indulgenc 
| the bank, and one full year’s products of the country « 
relieve them.” 
| The cashier of the Nashville branch, under date of 2ist 
| of September, writes—‘* The unexampled scarcity 
money, in both Alabama and this State, and our ref! 
ing from doing business wherein money is to be adyanc 
on either note or bill, has compelled us to discount sal 
bills, at six months, to enable debtors to the Orleans 
| other offices to meet the paper deposited with us for « 
llection. In this way have all the bills been paid which 
| were remitted to us for collection from the Orleans and 
| other Western offices, since the month of June last. 
|course of business has, of course, deprived us of 
| $600,000 of our funds at Orleans, which was intended for 


jthe parent bank, but which we had to reserve in 

| office to meet the bills thus remitted for collection.” 

| Here is conclusive proof that the branch at Louisy 

| was in a critical situation as late as November last; 
}it could not make collections; that, to save its debt 

| from immediate bankruptcy, it was even obliged to ex. 
tend its loans; and that, as well as the branch at Nas 
ville, it was obliged to take bills of exchange in payme: 
|of paper sent to it by the principal bank, and o! 
|branches for collection. These collections the cashic! 
states at four millions of dollars, and the Nashv 

| branch was even obliged to draw upon and absor! 

|of 5 or 600,000 dollars which it had accumulated at Nes 
| Orleans for the principal bank. Is it possible that a de! 
| which cannot be collected, or even reduced, can b 
sidered sound? 

| That the condition of most of the other Western branc! 
| es is but little better is very probable. A letter from | 
cashier of the Cincinnati branch, dated 21st Noven 
|Says ‘fat present it appears to be impossible”’ to! 

| their discounts. 

| This committee called for the correspondence with s 


| 
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yeral of the Western branches for the months of August, | sciousness on the part of the bank itself, that it would b© 

September, October, and November last; but at so late a} at least inconvenient to meet the payments. _ 
period that it was not received in time to be referred to| The fallacious reasons given for the resolution of 13th 
inthis report. It will doubless throw much additional} March, the application to the Government for a postpone- 
light on the subject. ment from July to October, and for the subsequent ar- 
When we consider the great extension of debt in the|rangement with the Barings, leave room for the infer- 
West, the difficulties of collection preceding March last, | ence that the true reason was the weakness of the bank. 
the steps to which the bank was driven by the want of} The letter of General Cadwalader, communicating the 
funds from that quarter, the impossibility of collecting|substance of his agreement with the Barings, was re- 
them at a recent period, the expedient of taking new|ceived as early as the Ist October, and the president of 
bills in payment of old bills and notes discounted, all of|the bank then knew that the Barings were to purchase 
which have come to light since the report of the Secre-|stock on account of the bank, in violation of its charter. 
tary of the Treasury in December, 1831, we do not think | Instead of promptly disvowing the arrangement, or any 
that the ** ill opinion of the Western debt” expressed by part of it, he recommended and procured a change in the 
him in his last annual report, ought to have been « un-| policy of the bank in consequence of the information. 
expected.” The whole affair was then a secret from the Government, 
To illustrate the management of some of the offices, | from the directors, and, it is probable, most of it from the 
and show how far the anticipations of the principal bank | members of the exchange committee themselves. By the 
have been realized from them, we select that at Natchez, | publication of the circular of the Barings, in the New 
on the 4th February, 1832. The cashier of the princi- York paper of the 11th and 12th of October, the first 
pal bank wrote to the cashier of that branch as follows, |information was obtained by all parties of this negotiation, 
viz. and on the 15th of that month the President of the bank 
‘The bank is very desirous that you should not ex-/disavowed it. The report of the exchange committee 
tend your line of bills discounted, and that even your/mentions the change of policy upon receiving General 
operations in domestic exchange should, for the pre-|Cadwalader’s letter, and says: ** but when the contract 
sent, be confined within moderate limits, and, as far as|itself reached the bank, on the 12th October, and it ap- 
possible, be restricted to bills at short terms; say sixty and | peared from the communications of Messrs. Baring, Bro- 
ninety days; which, as respects your business with New /thers & Co., to be contemplated that the stock wis to 
Orleans, will furnish our office there with the means of|/be purchased on account of the bank,” it was immediate- 
ly disavowed. And to convey the impression that Gene- 


giving us large reinforcements in the course of the pre-|]; 
sent year.” |ral Cadwalader’s letter of the 22d August, 1832, did not 

The latest returns the principal bank could then have give the same information, an extract from its appended, 
had from that branch were to the 12th January, 1532. /in which he says, ‘*I have drawn up acontract according- 


On that day, the debt due was as follows, viz. 





’ ly, of which 1 do not send you acopy,” &c., omitting 
Notes discounted - - - $901,997 1 >} that part of the same letter which stated precisely what 
Domestic bills - - - the contract was. 


- 1,030,811 00 


Devices of this sort afford reasons to 
“tinfer, that the disavowal of the contract, more than two 
5-8 18] weeks after the policy of the bank had been shaped with 
a ie 69 to its execution, than from its violation of the 
On the Ist January last, there was due to that branch| charter. Nor can the mind but doubt the safety of an 
as follows, viz. itution which resorts to such means to conceal the true 
Notes discounted - - $1,462,958 86! reasons of its own acts. 
Domestic bills - - 2,484,443 05 In the facts that General Cadwelader’s mission and its 
———— ——_| results were entirely concealed from the board of direc- 
$3,947,401 91} tors, and that the president, after receiving it, induced the 
—<———=|board to change the policy of the whole institution, by 
It thus appears that, instead of furnishing ‘reinforee-| urging upon them other reasons than those which influ- 
ments” for the principal bank to enable it to pay the pub-| enced him, showing that the entire machinery of the bank 
lic debt, this branch more than doubled its business in|is moved by motives unknown to its managers, is good 
less than a year, employing two additional millions of the | ground to distrust the safety of the institution. 
resources of the institution. It is well established that the most important business of 
That the Bank of the United States has not the means | the bank is done by committees, who, as the rresident him- 
of ultimately paying all its debts, no one will maintain. | self states, keep no minutes of their proceedings, although 
Whatever may have been its mismanagement, it is not to|they may involve negotiations for millions, affecting the 
be apprehended that its bad debts are equal to its whole] credit and solvency of the institution, and seldom report 
capital stock. But its ultimate solvency is not the ques-| until all the good or mischief their acts tend to produce 
tion for the consideration of the Government. he point| has fallen upon the bank, the Government, and the coun- 
to be considered is whether it has been a prompt and | try. In this there is ground to doubt as to the proper 
faithful arent of the treasury; whether it has been able| management and ultimate safety of the institution. 
and willing to pay over the public funds deposited in it When the president of the bank not only induces the 
upon demand, for the purposes of the Government; and| board to act for reasons unknown to themselves, but con- 
whether it is now, and is likely hereafter to be, in a con-| ceals even from the committees acts done in their names, 
dition todo so. On this point men may differ; but the| something stronger than doubt almost seizes on the mind, 
facts disclosed in public documents, and the evidence ta-| When to the consideration that the committees know lit- 
ken by the committee, give it at least grounds for doubt. | tle of the proceedings had in their names, is added the 
Che great extension of its loans, particularly in the year|fact that every Government director is excluded from 
1831 and early in 1832, leave room to doubt whether it] every committee, the Government at least has grounds to 
could collect its scattered means in time to mect any con-|doubt whether its interests are safe in such keeping. 
siderable demand of the Government on its large deposite.| When a show of the strength of the bank is made, con- 
_The operations commenced in March last, with the} sisting of sums in specie and amounts in exchange, while 
view of postponing the payment of a portion of the pub-|the debts secretly contracted, which have enabled the 
lic debt for a year or more, although the public deposite| bank to accumulate these funds, are concealed even from 
was likely to be ample for the purpose, indicate a con-| those who make the exhibition, there is just ground to 
Vou. 1X.—L 
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doubt whether there be soundness in the institution, or]a view to more perfect information at the present session 
proper precaution and responsibility in its management. | Whether existing facts are sufficient to justify the Eye. 
When, in stating the claims against the bank on the 1st of} cutive in taking any step against the bank, authorized }, 
January, the exchange committee wholly omit the divi-| the charter, isa matter for the decision of the proper off 
dend of 1,225,000 dollars, which was payable in a few|cers, acting upon their own views and responsibility, gp 
days, say nothing of the increasing suspended debt which, } opinion by Congress can make it neither more nor less thei; 
in September, 1831, excluding the amount chargedto the | duty toact. Whatever, therefore, the opinions of the mem 
contingent fund, amounted to $4,398,305 66, of which] bers of this committee might be as to the justice or policy 
the president then estimated $1,851,034 42 to be bad, and} of any Executive action, they deem it unauthorized 
make statements palpably deceptive in relation to the} improper to express them officially. 

Western debt, they are the strongest reasons for distrust-| esolved, That the committee be discharged from th: 


° ° | . ° : 
ing the reports made by the bank, and doubting the| further consideration of the subject. 


soundness of its condition. All which is submitted. 

Nor is it calculated to lessen the doubt, that, in their | JAMES K. POLK. 
report, by extracts of such of the letters from the cashier | M. ALEXANDER, 
of the New York branch as suit the purpose, they attempt | NATHAN GAITHER, 
to show that there had been an extension of accommoda- | A minority of the Committee of Ways and 
tions at that branch in the month of March, 1832, to a| 
large amount, when, in fact, as the weekly statements| Report of the Minority on the subject of Bank of t/ 
show, there was aregular curtailment from week to week, | ed States. 


aaa ie whole month, amounting in all to about| Hovse or Rernesentatives, March 2, 18 
$180,000. 


t 


Nor will it make a more favorable impression, that, in Mr. Pork, from the minority of the Commuttee iW 
the same report, they convey the idea that, subsequent to and Means, made the following supplemental r 
the Ist October, 1832, that branch had rendered essential}; Since the body of the former report submitted 
service to the merchants who were debtors to the Govern-| minority of the Committee of Ways and Means was 
ment by extended accommodations, when, in fact, after) up, the correspondence with the Western offic 
having reduced their loans 1,008,502, during the week had been called for, has been received, and they as 
commencing September 26, and ending October 3, as ap-|submit the following additional report in confirmat 
pears by the statement appended by Mr. Eyre to his testi-/the views already submitted in relation to the W 
mony, they madea further curtailment during thatand the |debt. It is to be observed, as stated in the forme: 
next succeeding month, of more than 600,000 dollars; | that the exchange committee in their report stat 
although, according to their own statement, ‘* the month | * as soon as it was known that the agent had ar 
of October was regarded as a month of great embarrass- | England, and that an arrangement of some kind w 
ment,” and there were payable to the branch during the | accomplished, no time was lost in communicating 
two months, from the said banks, 1,920,000 dollars; on} board the fact, that the preparations of the | 
account of notes discounted and domestic bills, 7,084,000 | such as to make it practicable to secure the usu 
dollars; and for revenue to the Government 3,225,277; /ties to the community. 
making, in all, 12,229,277 dollars. 


mawtgchd 


The subject was theref 
;mediately brought to the view of the board in 
stated in the following extract from the minut 
by claiming credit for ** concentrating the scattered frag-| minutes are dated ‘* Bank of the United Stat 
ments of revenue at the points of disbursement,” when, of| ber 21, 1832,” and conclude with authorizing t! 
22,828,224 dollars of public debt required to be paid, the|tee on the offices ‘*to modify the instructions u1 
amount payable at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and | the officers of the bank have been : g, at su 
Baltimore, from the 1st of January, 1832, to the Ist Janu-|and in such manner as they may deem most cot 
ary, 1833, was 20,458,748 dollars, and the amount of! the interests of the bank.” Instructions wei 
public revenue received at those points from Ist October, |to such of the Western officers 
1831, to the Ist January, 1833, was 31,814,857 dollars 
There is ground to doubt the entire safety of the funds 
in the bank, when the committee of exchange, or the pre 
sident of the bank, without the knowledge or cons 


Nor does the bank recommend itself to our confidence 


es 


as would n 


feel the restrictions authorizing them to resum« 
chase of domestic exchange, and draw chec! 
bank.” 


ent ¢ As the information that ‘fan arrangement of sot 


f ) 

the board of directors, send envoys abroad on special} would be accomplished” in England, did not: 
missions, fix their compensation, and cause it to be paid, |exchange committee before the Ist October, it 
and make arrangements requiring heavy i is-| cult to perceive how it could have any infl 
producing the proceedings on the 21st. Iti 
xy the correspondence with the Western br 
they were not produced by that cause, but by; 
hension for the safety of the Lexington office, w! 
other offices in that quarter were called upon to s 


(i ul 


sions and interest, from the funds of the bank, to carr 
them into execution. 

The Government at least has ground to doubt ever 
thine which is favorable to the bank, when attempts ar 
made, without reason or plausible prete 
the Secretary of the Treasury the r 
secret, unauth Wiz d, and itles ML ACTS, Cit ei ig hin ith |dence, the cashier of the L« xington branch 1 


~ aa \ 
the absurdity of ing the bank lefeat his own vi , |principal bank as follows, viz. ** The di 
and postpone hic] tj}! 


inch 


On the 11th September, as appears by tl 


neert, to make a run for speci 
28th May, we have paid out 

To solve all these - s, and in the last seven days 6,200 dollars.” ‘* 
means which were not at the disposition of this committee. |been apprised of calls that will be made for a 
On essential points the testimony of witness called b lollars, which we are looking for every hour,” 
fore them is imperfect. Nothing sh 18th September the cashier of the pri 
partial, and thorough examination of the bo |wrote to the Lexington braneh as follows, 1 
of the principal bank, and many of i ches, can|letter of the 11th instant, to the late acting 
velope its policy and management, the security of its|b 

yt, and the soundness of its condition. 1b) 


, 
anxious to ¢ 


4 
en received, and we have in consequencs 
y the mail to-morrow two of our clerks, Samucl 
Time is not left for the further a Congress with |jun. and Edward Wheeler, with fifty thousand 


} 
1,1 
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the U sited States gold o coin n for your fu This sum, we the eins to the mother : heal of the eaieind done at 
trust, will put you quite at your ease, at least until you) those oe respectively. 

can receive a supply of dollars from New Orleans. In ad-}| Of Mr. Eyre and Mr. Bevan,~similar questions were 
dition to the other offices to which you have written for| asked, who, each gave similar replies. 


aid, that at Cincinnati may be resorted to.” The preceding testimony of the two members of the 
On the 14th September the cashier at Lexington wrote} exchange committee, one of whom was also chairman of 
that the demand upon them still continued. | the committee on the offices, is before the House, and we 


On the 21st, the day on which the proceeding before] take the following extract from their report, viz. 
adverted to took place, the president of the principal **In further illustration of the char acter of the Western 


bank wrote to the Lexington branch as follows, viz. debts, the returns show that the total amount of domestic 
ine Uneras Grade bills of exchange, purchased at the Western offices from 
, Sept oka 21, 1832. the Ist of July, 1831, to the 31st of December, 1832, is 


$16,397,094 93 
Dear Sir: I received this morning your letter of the! 9p which the amount protested and un- 


14th instant, and in consequence have requested a) paid is J / - zi 3,863 36 
ashier to send immediate ly an additional sum of 60, 5000) Of which the « -stimate of probal ble loss is 1,500 00 
lollars in gold, wnieh, with the previous remittance of| pit as som e portion of this may be still running a iii 


50,000 dollars, and the aids which I hope you will have rity, and its fate undecided, it should be rems rked that 
received before this time from some of the neighboring} | the whole of this estimated loss of 1,500 dollars, arose out 


offices, will place you at your ease. If from day to day| of the purchases during the year ending on the Ist of 
as we hear from you, there should seem to be a necessity | July, 1832 
» 1832, 


for a greater supply, it will be forwarded to you, mean- 


hile ‘tak F ‘on’ Ft! | Which amounted to . - - $10,137,722 22 
while os wi (Ke ae 0 pare oes o Keep out of the ‘te | On which the total amount protested and 

r 1g . ~ . ° 2 en ae 

of any large demands by confining your receipts to the remaining unpaid, is only < 13,863 36 


pees . your own office; and kee ping your business w ad The total losses only ‘ . : 1,500 00 
in saie limits. 


Verr remectfally. yours | ‘The cause of a loss so little proportioned to the 
Y | ‘5 BIDDLE. President jamount of the investment is to be found in the fact, that 
shy & PESCERT.  \ the exchange transactions of the Western States grow out 

In addition to these 110,000 dollars, 10,000 dollars more | of the actual business, the actual shipments of the pro- 
are furnished from L uistille, 30,000 dollars from St./duce to the place of its exportation, furnishing to the 
Louis, 25,000 dollars from Natchez, and 110,000 from! bark the triple security, of the personal responsibility of 
New Orleans, making in all 275,000 dollars | the shipper, the property which he exports; and again, 
This is sufficient, without the aid of the news of the|the personal liability of the merchant who receives it at 


arrangement in Europe, which could not have been re-|the place of exportation. As an illustration of this, the 
ceived until more than a week afterward, to account for! followin 


statement of the exchange operations of the 
the proceedings of the 21st September, and the instruc-| bank at Nashville, may furnish an interesting example. 
tions sent to those western branches which were expected} 1831. Oct. $366,512 63. When the few bills remaining 
to sustain the branch at Lexington. out of draughts on shipments 
In relation to the condition of the Western debt, in-| of the previous crop, had not 
volving the safety of the institution, the correspondent e| yet run to maturity. 
th the Western branches affords evidence, not before| 1831. Dec. 1,(62,094, 84. When the shipment of the 











e committee when their former report was drawn up, | new crop had commenced, 
id which goes strongly to confirm th : Opinions therein} and the planters and ginners 
expressed | had begun to draw on their 
lo Mr. Bevan the following question was Proj sounded, | correspondents. 
p viz. Of the amount of domestic bills of exchang i 1832. April, 2,759,754 93. When the crop may be con- 
p ported in the monthly statements of the year 1852, i you! sidered to have all been ship- 
believe any considerable proportion to be of the charac-} ped and drawn upon, and of 
et of accommodation paper to be renewed by drawing] course the amount of bills at 
id redrawing between the bank and its branches, or the highest pe int 
tween the several branches? Answer. Ifany, it must be/| 1852. Oct. 503,254 90. When the bills drawn upon the 
a very limited am int, because the directors discour ite- | shipments of the last crop 
anced and refused, when they knew it to be such, and 1} had mostly matured. 
resume the same course to be followed in the branches, |}1833. Jan. 9, 2,049,612 02. The shipments of the pre- 
which have instructions from the mother bank to guard| sent crop having progressed 
against that description of paper to some extent, the amount 
Mr. Eyre was asked, Is there any amount of the bills| of bills is naturally swelled 
hange discounted or purchased by the bank, which | in proportion.” 
nsists « f accommodation paper produced by drawing! The branch w hich the exchange committee had select- 
nd redrawing? tel I know of none; such paper|ed to show the sound condition of this debt, we select to 
t countenanced by the bank. show its actual condition. On the 10th day of November 
fo Mr. Lippincott the following was propounded: Of} last, the following letter was addressed to the president 








nount of domestic bills of exchange reported in the | of 
lhiy statements of the years 1831-2, do you believe | 


the Nashville branch, viz. 


; ; : : BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 
siderable proportion to be of the character of ac- | P 
. } Nie mhor D Q999 
uniodation paper to be renewed by drawing and re- November 20, 1832. 
iwine between the bank and the branches, or between] Dean Sir: You will receive, thror igh the cashier’s de- 


veral branches? Answer. Ido not recollect of any. | partment, notice of the appointments of G. W. Gibbs and 
Mr nr . rac . -L . irec on’ weil ° P Tl 

ir. Lippincott was also asked: Have the directors of | HI. M. Rutledge, Esqrs. as members of your board. These 
> bank the means of detecting any habitual practice of| gentlemen have long been known to us by reputation, 


Grawing and redrawing just referred to, if it should exist} and I am sure will make useful and agreeable associates 


veen the branches when carried to any extent? An lin the administration of the office. 


“t they have, by means of the periodical returns of} Allow me to ask your attention to my letter of the 
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27th of July last, in which I communicated the wish of 
the board, that you would abstain from the purchase 
of domestic bills, except in reduction of pre-existing 


debts to the bank. At the period when my letter reach-| 


ed you, your account of domestic bills was about 500,000 
dollars. Your statement of the 24th ultimo, the latest 
which has reached us, shows that amount to be upwards 
of one million of dollars, being an increase of more than 
500,000 dollars, and making an actual purchase of bills to 
the amount of 800,000 dollars since the middle of August. 
We are aware that many bills have returned upon the 
office, which it was necessary to take up by redrafts. 
But still the amount exceeds much what had been antici- 
pated by the board, and now that this source of demand 
must have ceased, I cannot too strongly invite your atten- 
tion to the instructions contained in my letter of the 27th 


July, as the receipt of your notes occasioned by the pur-| 


chase may become very inconvenient to the bank. As 
the season advances, too, it would be desirable to shorten 
the term of all the bills which you are under the neces- 
sity of purchasing, toa period not exceeding four months. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
N. BIDDLE, President. 
Josrau Nrcnor, Esq. 
President’s Office, Discount and Deposite, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 


By this letter it will be perceived that it was known to 
the bank at Philadelphia, that many bills had returned 
upon the Nashville office, which it was necessary to take 
up by redrafts. This letter called out an explanation 
from the president of the Nashville branch, dated 22d 
November, which was followed by ahother, dated the 
24th. A note at the end of the first, says, 

** We will not be able to get the debts due this office 


paid; indeed, if any, it will be a small part; the means} 


are not in the country.” 


In other respects, the contents of the two are almost 
precisely alike, and we here give that of the 24th entire, 
viz. 

Orrice Bank Unitep States, 
Nashville 24th Nov. 1832. 

Dear Sin: On the 22d instant, I did myself the plea- 
sure of acknowledging the receipt of yours of the 10th 
instant, but as the mail was just about closing when | 
wrote, perhaps it did not explain to your satisfaction the 
reasons why our domestic bill account was so large; but, 
my dear sir, when you are informed of the debts that 
those bills are intended to liquidate, you willbe of the opi- 
nion that we have not exceeded very far in that respect. 
The parent bank, and the officesat New York, Baltimore, 
Washington, Richmond, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Louisville, 
and Lexington, have been, andstill continue in the practice 
of discounting bills and notes made payable at this office, 
and forwarding them for collection. ‘This has been done 
this season to, I would say, three times the amount of any 
previous year; and, to add to our difficulties last season, 
we had a very short crop of cotton, so that our own_drafts 
predicated on the crop and payable at New Orleans, 
could not be paid out of the crop; in consequence of 
which, drafts to a very large amount have been drawn by 
the commission merchants of New Orleans on their fund 
here, and made payable at this office. ‘These drafts 
cannot be met, when due, at this office, by the payment 
of cash, on account of its scarcity, and. no other means 
could be resorted to but drafts again on New Orleans, 
which our directors thought right to purchase. Suppos- 
ing that your letter of the 27th of July permitted or au- 
thorized the protesting of paper discounted at the parent 
bank and offices, as it would, if sent back, have occasioned 
a great many failures, if all, ora large portion of the above 
notes and drafts had been sent back under protest to the 
bank at Philadelphia, New York, Baltimore, Washington, 


United States. 


| Richmond, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Louisville, Lexington 
jand New Orleans, which would have been the case had 
we not pursued the above plan; and bills payable six 
months after date is as short a time as ought to be taken 
if we wished to serve all parties, as you will be apprized 
that those bills must be paid, if at all, out of the new 
|crop, and only a very small part can be in cash before 
| May or June. Be assured, sir, that we are as well cop. 
| vinced as you are that too mazy bills are offered and pur. 
| chased, amounting to more than the present crop of cot- 
{ton and tobacco will pay; I mean before all those papers 
aretaken up. Iam certain that one-half of the collection 
|paper sent here since August for payment has not been 
jtaken up as yet. Our cashier will make a statement to 
|you showing how it stands. 

As far as we have yet purchased bills this season, it was 
to protect and pay the above collection notes and bills, 
| Cash we have not given for bills except small balances, 
might be over after taking up the paper intended. | am 
| also satisfied that adding our cash purchases and bills we 
received for our own notes discounted (together) since 
ithe Ist April last, would not amount, in the whole, to 
more than 150,000 dollars, so that, if we had erred, it was 
to save the parent bank and offices. Your letter of the 
10th instant was this day laid before the dircetors request. 
ing an answer to the several points of it. A committee 
of three have been appointed to draft such answer, it will 
be forwarded to you when made up. 

Very respectfully, 
JOSIAH NICHOL, President. 


j 





} 


|N. Bronte, Esq. 
| This was followed on the 26th by the promised expla 
ation of the cashier, which was of the same import. W: 
| conte nt ourselves with taking the following extract, viz 
‘¢ The following exhibits the amount collected here for 
; the parent bank and offices from the 1st September last 
to this date, which, with small exceptions, have been paid 
through our bill operations, viz. 
Bank United States - 

Office, New York - 

saltimore - 
| Washington - 

tichmond 

Fayetteville 

New Orleans 

Natchez 

St. Louis 

Louisville 
Lexington 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburg 
Boston - 

$1,097,427 


9 t~l 


**In Alabama we have about 30,000 dollars loaned inele- 
| ven notes, 20,000 dollars of which will be turned into bills 
|when they mature. All are of the first character for sale- 
lty. There are some thousands of dollars of bills from 


| New Orleans and other offices yet to mature, which can 
j 


s| only be met through our bill operations.” 


| The subject was submitted to the board of directors of 
the branch, who adopted, unanimously, the following re 
solution, viz. 

‘* Resolved, That for the very satisfactory reasons as- 
|signed in the letters of the president and cashier of this 
office, addressed to the president and cashier of the p* 
rent bank, one dated the 22d of November, 1832, the 
other the 26th of November, 1832, that the board recom: 
|mend it to the parent board to permit this office to co™ 
ltinue its purchases of domestic bills at six month’s ca‘? 
‘until the 1st day of March next.” 
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Notwithstanding the confidence of the directors of the 
parent bank, that little or none of the debt based on do- 
mestic bills of exchange was in the nature of accommo- 
dation paper, to be renewed by drawing and redrawing, 
we have here conclusive proof that nearly the entire debt 
tothe Nashville branch is precisely of that description. 
Some of it, as the president of the branch admits, had al- 
ready been drawn for three times, and he anticipates that 
it will again come back from New Orleans. By the month- 
ly statements of the 1st of November and the Ist of De- 
cember, it appears that the whole amount of domestic 
bills at Nashville, on the 17th-of October, was 895,228 
dollars and 30 cents, and on the 7th of November, 1,245,- 
510 dollars. The cashier states that nearly the whole 
purchases made in September, October, and November, 
amounting to 1,097,427 dollars, were redrafts, and he 
says there are some thousands of dollars of bills from New 
Orleans and the offices which can be met only in the same 
way. The president of the branch, in his letter of the 
24th, says that the bills already offered and purchased 
were more than the present crop of cotton and tobacco 
will pay. Yet, as the committee of exchange state, the 
amount of these bills had increased on the 9th of January, 
1833, to 2,449,612 dollars and 92 cents. From the state- 
ments of the cashier and president of the bank, there can-} 
not be a doubt that a large amount of this whole debt is 
redrafts! 

We have here the reason why there are so few protests 
in the West. 

Itis with all this evidence in the Bank, that the com-| 
mittee of exchange inform us * the exchange transactions | 
of the Western States grow out of the actual business, the 
actual shipments of produce to the place of exportation,” 
&e. and give us an illustration of the small amount of bills| 
at the Nashville branch in October, 1851 and 1832, and 
the large amounts in December, 1831, April, 1832, and| 
January, 1853. If they had examined this evidence, they 
would have seen that the reason of all this is, that, at the] 
periods of the lowest depression, the racers were at the} 
other end of the course. The bills at New Orleans at the 
times stated were as follows, viz. 


| 
| 


85 


[22d Cone. 2d Sess. 


be invented, more desolating and fatal to the trading and 
planting community of the West, than this extension of 
bank credits and overtrading in domestic exchange. 

The facts now disclosed throw additional light upon the 
other branch of the Western debt. To a great extent 
the same parties which are engaged in this extensive bu- 
siness of drawing and redrawing, are undoubtedly princi- 
pals and securities in the notes discounted. From the let- 
ters of the cashiers at Cincinnati, Louisville, and Nash- 
ville, it appears to be as difficult to collect this debt as 
that based upon bills. 

It is proper that we should add, in conclusion, that we 
cannot suppose the directors called before us, or the ex- 
change committee in their report, could have been fully 
apprised of the facts disclosed in this correspondence, 
which is herewith submitted. 


Message from the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting a report from the Secretary of State, upon the subject 
of the diplomatic intercourse of the United States with 
foreign nations, February 7, 1833. 


To the House of Representatives: 

1 transmit, for the consideration of Congress, a report 
from the Secretary of State on the subject of our diplo- 
matic intercourse with forcign nations. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasurneton, February 7, 1833. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 51, 1835. 
To the President of the United States: 

Sir: The general superintendence of our foreign rela- 
tions, which, under your direction, is vested in the head 
of the State Department, would seem to require that he 
should, at proper periods, bring to your view the state 
of our diplomatic intercourse with other nations, and 
suggest the measures which occur to him for making its 
agency more effectual. 

That agency employed (necessarily perhaps) by Euro- 
yean powers, in forming or defeating politica! combina- 


} 

| 
1831, Nov. 4th = = $1,766,828 68 | tions, and in a vigilant observ ation of each other’s plans 
1832, June 25th - - 7,031,968 07 and operations, with us, has different objects. Remote 
Nov. 2d - - 2,501,840 58 |from these scenes of political jealousy and strife, strong 
In the full and first part of the winter they start from| in our own resources, and giving no umbrage by inter- 
Nashville and other Western oflices to New Orleans, ‘and| meddling in the affairs of other nations; we want no al- 
inthe spring and early part of the summer they start|liances for our defence, nor do we fear that any will be 
back again. As the amount sinks in Nashville, it rises in| formed which it will be our interest to defeat; and thus 
New Orleans; and as it sinks in New Orleans it rises in| have no motive for entering into the vortex of European 
Nashville. The bills on New Orleans discounted last|diplomacy. Ours has a distinct character. Its only ob- 
September, October, and November, were at six months, | jects are, the preservation of peace; the extension, to 
so that they will be falling due in March, April, and May) other powers, of a mutually beneficial commerce; the 


next, at which time the bill account at New Orleans will! 
rise and that at Nashville sink. Bills on Nashville will be} 
discounted to pay the bills from Nashville, and again those | 
bills will be paid by new bills on New Orleans. 

There is no reason to suppose that the bill business at} 
the other Western branches is any better than at Nash-| 
ville. That it is no better at Louisville, is shown by the 
letter of the cashier of that branch, written in November| 
last, and already adverted to in the body of this report. | 
The whole amount of domestic bills under discount in the 
valley of the Mississippi in November last, as shown by| 
the monthly statements at the close of that month, was 
10,112,106 dollars and 37 cents. Upon the supposition| 
that it is all in the same condition as the bill debt at Nash-| 
ville, at least seven out of the ten millions is secured by| 
paper called race horse bills, which is running from| 
branch to branch, waiting for crops to be raised to meet! 
them, and running the drawers with interest, exchange, 
commission for endorsement and acceptance, and other 
expenses. 

In our opinion no system of banking operations could | 


promotion of a friendly interchange of good offices; and 
the establishment, by treaty, of principles which may 
render wars less frequent, and disarm them, when they 
must occur, of many unnecessary horrors, inconsistent 
with the manners and feelings of the age in which we live. 

Confined, however, to these objects, this branch of the 
Executive functions of our Government would seem to 
be sufficiently important; but all who have observed its 
operations must be convinced, that its utility is not suffi- 
ciently appreciated, and that it is even regarded with an 
unreasonable jealousy. Ministers are considered as fa- 
vorites, selected to enjoy the pleasures of foreign travel 
at the expense of the people; their places as sinecures; 
and their residence abroad as a continued scene of luxu- 
rious enjoyment. 

Their exertions, their embarrassments, their laborious 
intercourse with the Governments to which they are sent, 


their anxious care to avoid any thing that might, on the 


one hand, give just cause of offence, or to neglect or 
abandon the rights of their country or its citizens on the 
other, are all unknown at home. Even the merit of 
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their correspondence, from which, at least, the’ re- litions with any, and which of these ‘ensiitialins i it is not 
ward of honor might be derived, is hid in the ar-|the purpose of this report toshow. It may not be im 
chives of the department, and rarely sees the light, |proper, however, to bring to view the fact, that these 
and, except in the instances of a successful negotiation |countries in which we are thus unrepresented, in which 
for claims, a minister returns to his country, after years |our merchants must trust for protection to the inefficient 
of the most laborious exertion of the highest talent, with|representations of consuls, or to their own, where we 
an injured, if not a broken fortune, his countrymen igno-|have none, contain an aggregate population of seventy. 
rant of his exertions, and undervaluing them, perhaps, if five millions five hundred and twenty-five thousand; mos; 
known. On the whole, there is scarcely an office, of | \of them industrious inhabitants of some of the finest 
which the duties, properly performed, are more arduous, |countries in the world. It is, however, believed, that by 
more responsible, and less fairly appreciated, than that | |a judicious distribution of our foreign missions, two ad. 
of minister to a country with which we have important |ditional ministers plenipotentiary, and two or three minis 
commercial relations. Yet there is some reason to believe |ters of a lower grade, would be sufficient for the rep; 
that appointments to them are sometimes eagerly sought |sentation of our interests in Europe. 
from oe same false ideas of the nature of the employ-}| In Africa we have three consuls with small salari 
ment. ‘To these mistaken ideas, more or less prev alent, |diplomatic powers. They reside in Tunis, Tripoli, a 
may be traced many of the evils which have operated | Tangiers, in the empire of Morocco. Should the Pacha 
and still operate injuriously upon the interests and repu-|of Egypt establish his independence, another woul 
tion of the country. juseful at Alexandria. 

It is the main object of this report to point out these} In America, we have one minister plenipotenti 
evils, and to sugge st the means of correcting them, for the |New Grenada, shortly to be replaced by a charg¢ 
consideration of those who can alone apply the remedy. |fairs; and five ministers of this last rank in Mexico, ( 

In doing this, the first inquiry will naturally be, whe-}tral America, Peru, Chili, and Brazil; Buenos Ayres 
ther during our rapid increase in population, in extent]ing now vacant. Should these States, which latel; 
of territory, and, above all, in commerce, a sufficient |stituted the Republic of Colombia continue separted, a 
attention has been paid to the extension of our diploma- | mission to Venezuela will be indispensable, as well t 
tic relations, which is called for not only by these circum-|the superintendence of the actual commerce, as fo 
stances, but by the changes which are taking place in| |Settlement of claims upon that part of the late Re} 
almost every quarter of the globe. Natural causes, ob-|of Colombia, by our citizens, for illegal captures 
vious to the most superficial observer, and the habits|other demands. 
which they have produced, formed by time into a na-| The whole ordinary annual expense of our foreign re- 
tional character, have made us essentially a commercial jlations for the last three years, has been two liund 
and navigating people. But commerce and naviga- jthousand three hundred and ninety-three dollars 
tion both require the protecting arm of the Govern-|cents; and the foreign commerce which it has suy 
ment abroad as well as at home. ‘That protection can|tended abroad, in export and import, averages d 
only be effectually given by agents residing in the coun-|the same period more than one hundred and seventy-t 
try where navigation carries our commerce. Where wejmillions, independent of the freight and the capit 
have treaties, vigilant officers must be ready to see they |presented by nine hundred seventy-three thousand 
are eae executed. False constructions, injurious 





forty-three tons of shipping, which cannot be cal 
to our trade, may be saa by the foreign power itsclf; | at less than fifty-eight millions; making a total of 
subordinate agen ts may violate the spirit of our treaties|than two hundred : 


and thirty millions; so that the cos 
jour foreign missions is less than one-eleventh of one | 
cent. on the amount of capital placed under its prot 


by improper exactions, by in \jurious discriminations, by 
petty vexations and all the variety of impositions to wl hich 
an unprotected foreigner is liable; and thus either drive |tion—a much more moderate rate of compensation | 
our merchants from trade otherwise lucrative, or, if they jis paid in any other branch of our Government. 
carry it on under these disadvantages, lessen its profits. rhis, however, isthe least important view of the sul 
If these evils arise in commercial pursuits, under the A minister to a foreign power, whatever may b 
guarantee of treaties, they must, evidently, be muc ; | gr ade, is the accredited agent of his country. Ii 
greater where we have none. Whatis to be inferred |forced, from the inadequate compensation that is all 
irom this plain statement, too obviously true to be doubt- him, to live in a manner that will not allow him to 
ed? The plain c nclusion, that wherever we have ajciate on an equal footing with others of the same 
commerce worth preserving, we must have agents to pro- {he is deprived of many of the advantages which soc 
tect it. Whatare to be the attributes of these agents, |tercourse affords, to perform essential duties, and to 
will form another branch of this inquiry. At present we oe imformation, which can only be obtain 
must examine where our diplomatic agencies are located, |mixing in the first circles. Itis not expected, nor s 
j}f recommend, that his allowance should be such as t 

which are required to be attained. able him to vie, in expense of living, with the min 

To begin with Europe. We have in that quarter of lof monarchs, who allow extravagant salaries, and 
the glol rey four missions that are usually filled with minis-|themselves, have large fortunes, which they exp: 
ters plenipotentiary and envoys extra ordinary ; these re-|addition to ‘their official allowance; but he ought to | 
side at the courts of France, England, Russia, and Spain; ithe means of returning civilities which he aio 
and six others, in which we are represented by chargé |giving to his countrymen a plain hospitable recept 
d’affaires, the lowest grade of d plomatic agents. The when they visit the place of his residence; and, above 
last are accredited at the courts of Stockholm, Copenha-|he ought to have an allowance that will enable 
sre Ny the Hague, Brussels, Lisbon, and Constantinople. |meet the expenses absolutely necessary for the du 
Wi th Austria, Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, the other mem-|formance of his official duties, without trenching on his 
bers of the Germanic Confederation, the Hansetowns, |salary so much as to render it entirely incompetent to his 
Switz erland, Sardinia, the Papal Dominions, Naples, and jnecessary and decent support. A chargé d’affaires re 
the rest of Italy, and Greece, we have now no diploma-|ceives four thousand five hundred dollars salary. 
tic relations whatever; and, with most of them, have jcannot go to court without a carriage, the yearly expenst 
never had any. Yet, with many of these powers, we jof which is, no where, less than one-fourth of his sa 
have important, and with all an increasing commerce. |'fo make the remainder meet the absolute expen: 
Whether it may be proper to establish diplomatic rela-|living, he must live 


and whether their number is commensurate with object 


1 


in a hotel or boarding house 
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archives must go with him; for he cannot out of his pit- 
tance afford to hire an office. The consequence is that} 
the important papers of his mission must be keptin a} 
tavern; and are liable to all accidents which are inevita- 
ble from the nature of such places of deposite, and from | 
frequent removals. No allowance is made to him for} 
clerk hire; and, where his despatches ought to be full| 
they are improperly abridged; where they ought to be in| 
duplicate and triplicate, a single copy is sent, which fre 
quently miscarries. When they should be in cypher} 
they are written out, and are liable to the examination of| 
those through whose hands they pass; and no record is | 
kept of important papers, copies of which ought to be} 
kept; and all this because he has not the means of em-| 
ploying a person cf confidence to transcribe his papers. 
This evil, and it will always exist while our foreign mis- | 
sions are on their present establishment, has been pro- 
ductive of consequences more injurious to our foreign 
relations than could be supposed by any one unacquainted 
with the fact. Very soon after my coming into ofiice, I 
had oceasion in my instructions to some of our foreign 
ministers, to refer to former despatches, or to papers 
which had formerly been sent; but, to my great surprise, 





1 
{ found that in some instances, no records had been kept; 
in others they were imperfect; and in none complete. 
So that a minister on his arrival can discover 


scanty knowledge 


b it ver’ 
of what his predecessor has done; and, 
in some instances, hasbeen under the mortifying nec 

ty of applying to the foreign office of the country to 
which he is sent for information that ought to have en 
placed in the archives of his legislation. Frequent re- 
movals from one hotel or lodging house to another 

other accidents, had occasioned the loss of books and do- 
cuments with which former ministers had been supplied.* 
archives of most of our | gations extnbit o1 ly 





' 
So that the 


«a beggarly account of empty boxes;” and it has hay 
pened, even in the short time during which I have fill 
tl fice, that negotiations of much importance have 
een delayed until by a protracted correspondent t 


ias been discovered that documents ind 


progress, and which ought to have been with the lega 
tion wanting, and were to b supplied again from 
1 ’ - ‘yr } ’ : 4 

the department. To remedy his evil as far as lay in my 


power, in future, supplemental general instructions were 
sent to all our ministers, ac 
nexed, marked A. 

if th 


ly c 


py of which is hereunto an- 


ese should be they will, it can 
at a considerable expense for clerk hire, off 


’ 
1 stationery, to be deducted from salaries s« 


} 
obeyed, is [I trust 





quate to a bare decent subsistence 
the want of a fixed place for doing business, and of 
lerk always to be found in it, to receive and ansy p- 
plications when the minister is unavoidably absent, is tl 
important, because of the nature of the af 
sto transact. They are cither with his count 
usiness will not admit of delay, or with t 
ries of the Government to which he is sent; 
linate of which would pay very little respect to a 
who had ne l { ve { ! 





answer then 
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ithe honor of the station at the expense of their 
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ter some difficulty, they have discovered his tavern resi- 
dence; or, at the expense of his own fortune, to provide 
what is necessary for the interest and dignity of the Go- 


jvernment. The usual answer tothese representations is, 


that, notwithstanding all these inconveniences, candidates 
are always found eagerly seeking these appointments. 
But it must be remarked that these candidates are of two 
kinds. First, men of wealth, who are willing to purchase 
private 
But, although these are not always the fittest, 
in other respects, for the place, they are sometimes se- 
lected, and their appointment is popular, because there 
seems to be no objection to a minister’s keeping up a de- 
cent appearance, provided he does it at his own expense. 
Secondly, there are others who seek these appointments, 
because they make false calculations on the consequences. 
lhey resolve to be very economical, to live within their 
income, and to be drawn into no extray agance. But, on 
arriving at their place of destination, they find that ex- 
penses which might, with prudence, have been avoided 
here, are inevitable abroad. Civilities are received which 
must be returned; strangers are introduced who must 


fortunes. 


be entertained; their countrymen call upon them, and 
must be treated hospitably. In short, they find them- 
elves obliged to live as others do, or to forego all the ad- 


vantages which social intercourse would give them in the 
business of their mission. The consequence is, that all 
our ministers return with impaired f however 


firm their resolutions 1 unneces 


rtunes, 


have been to avoi ary ex- 





pens It is possible there may be exceptions; but they 
ire certai very rar If, then, none of the ministers 
we have 1, however prudent, have been able 
to live for the salaries that are allowed them, the conclu- 
nis inevitable, that the salaries ought to be increased, 

r the ministers should be recalled. Lf the mission is use- 
ful ig to b ipported at the public, not at private 
! ind the representatives of a great nation ought 
obliged to employ, in devising parsit ous €X- 








. ? 
for their support, that time and ose talents 
‘ich ought to be occupied in the service of their coun- 
Th 1 of minister plenipotentiary, in the early 


tion, was two thousand five hundred 











! nds sterling, equal to eleven th sand one hundred 
dollars, besides which, they had, in some instances, an al- 
iowance ior ih rent. The embarrassed state ¢ f our 
finances ata subsequent period, induced Cot ss to re- 
uc ularies of our diplomati to the present 
Arsin ous scale. How adequate this is to the purpose 
I 1, may be judged by the r pre ta is inthe 
annexed paper, marked B, taken from 1 les} hes of 
ol most dist ngruished ministers; no one « f whom can be 
pposed capable of misrepresentu { even where 
terest w concer! ! Bi i l > Sil l 
C I ! n t yrect, they i wvVveUd DY 
\ ) Aa of o1 n ers who have re- 
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as are found there, to send to the minister when the oc- 
casion calls for them. He is obliged to grope his way 
through the mutilated documents he finds in the archives 
of his legation, before he finds what is wanting, and he is 
then forced to send to the department to know whether 
they are found there; and, after all this delay, he, per- 
haps, finds himself so straitened in his circumstances, as 
to ask a recall before he can make himself master of the 
several subjects committed to his charge. Another min- 
ister succeeds; another outfit must be given, and, in the 
end, false economy in this, as well as in other cases, de- 
feats its own end. 

Taking it, however, from past decisions, that no in- 
crease of salary will be given, I respectfully suggest, as a 
remedy for the evils I have stated, that every diplomatic 
agent be obliged, by law, to keep regular books for the 
recording of all the business appertaining to his mission, 
in such form as has been directed by the Department of 
State, and that, for this purpose, a reasonable allowance 
be made in the settlement of his account, for house rent, 
stationery, and clerk hire; and that provision be also 
made, by law, to defray the expense of copying all docu- 
ments and correspondence in the Department of State 
which are necessary for completing the archives of the 
several legations abroad. Without these provisions, our 
foreign relations can never be carried on with any regu- 
larity; with them, your ministers may live, with strict 
economy, without material injury to their fortunes; they 
will be enabled to comply with the instructions given 
them for the preservation and regular record of their pa- 
pers; their correspondence with the department will be 
regularly kept up; and a minister succeeding another 
within a short time, may have a complete knowledge of 
all that has been done by his predecessor, and what re-| 
mains to be done by him. Instructions from the depart-j 
ment will be less voluminous, because they will contain} 
references, only, te documents, instead of being burdened 
with copies, sometimes of great bulk; and, in short, some 
of the first duties of the office, which are now oinitted, 
will be performed, because there will be no excuse for} 
neglecting them. 

If these allowances should be directed to be made, it 
will require an additional annual expenditure in the fund 
for missions abroad, for our present establishment, of 
about thirty-six thousand dollars; and, in addition to the} 
advantages which will be purchased at this comparatively 
trifling expense, there will be one of no small advantage | 
in a national point of view. Young men of education will} 
gladly attach themselves to the several missions, in the 
character of private secretaries, for the moderate allow-| 
ance which the minister, by this arrangement, will be en- 
abled to give; they will acquire habits, knowledge, and 
talents, which will fit them to serve their country in the 
higher ranks of diplomacy, according to their merits. 

It is probable, sir, that some of the opinions expressed 





in this report may not merit your sanction. ‘They are the 
result of my best reflection on some of the most impor- 
tant functions of the department you have committed to 
my care; and I should deem myself wanting in duty if 1 
did not bring them to your notice, and request that they 
might be submitted to Congress, whose wisdom will de- 
termine the consideration, if any, to which they are en- 
titled. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
EDW. LIVINGSTON, 


A.—Circulur supplemental to the personal instructiona to| 


the ministers, &c. of the United States abroad. 
DrEPARTMENT oF StaTE, 
Washington, 24th F% bruary, 1832. 

_ Sir: The direction contained in your personal instruc 
tions which relates to the archiyes of your mission, was in-| 
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troduced to avoid a great evil which that direction has 
hitherto only partially removed. Neither the instruc. 
tions given to a diplomatic agent by his Government, nop 
the official letters he receives, nor the records of his ap. 
swers, and of other transactions relating to his office, are 
his private property; they are to be kept subject to the 
order of the department to which his office is attached, 
The public interest, and the convenience of official inter. 
course with our agents in a foreign country, require that 
every minister who succeeds to a mission should know ge. 
curately the directions that have been given by the Go. 
vernment to his predecessors, and what they have done. 
what communications they have received from other 
sources, and what answers they have given. It was 
therefore, made a standing direction to all our diplomatic 
agents, to preserve the archives of their mission with the 
utmost care, that they might be delivered to their succes. 
sors, either immediately, or by means of such persons as 
might be ordered to receive them until the successor 
should arrive. It has been observed, with regret, at the 
department, that these directions have been, in many 

stances, but imperfectly executed, and in others totally 
disregarded. 

It is, therefore, that, by the President’s direction, I call 
your attention to the subject by this communication, 
which, being addressed without any exception to each of 
our ministers abroad, is not to be considered as implying 
a charge against any one in particular, but is intended to 
secure a more strict compliance with the instructions of 
the department, and to render them more explicit, and 
the compliance with them, in the several missions, n 
uniform. 

1. On the arrival of any minister at the place of his 
destination, at his first leisure he is ;to examine the ar 
chives of the legation; if an inventory has been left by his 
predecessor, he is to verify it with the person from whiom 
he received it, by comparing the archives with the inva 
tory, and to acknowledge, by his signature, the receipt o! 
the several articles contained in the inventory, or of s 
as are found, noting those which are wanting, and adding 
those found in the archives which are not containcd inthe 
inyentory. 

If no inventory has been left, he must proceed to make 
one, and verify it in the manner above described. 

This inventory, in both cases, to be fairly written and 


| copied; one copy to be sent to the department, and the 


other kept in the archives of the legation. 

If a preceding inventory has been sent to the depart 
ment, the continuation of it only need be sent; but, 
cases where no such inventory has been sent, it must 
done without delay, in order to enable us to supply 
ciences, as far as it can be done, from the materials to be 
found here, it being the intention of the President tht 
the archives of each legation shall be made complete, and 
that henceforth they shall be kept so, on the responsibil: 
ty of the minister or agent in whose charge they may, for 
the time being, be placed. 

~. Every instruction or letter from the department; 
every written communication addressed to the minister 
from any other source, is to be carefully filed, endorsed 
with a short note of the contents, and an index formed of 
the contents of each bundle, package, or box, in which 
they are contained. 

3. Proper books are to be procured in which every 
official paper of the legation, without exception, is to be 
fairly copied and indexed. ‘This is to include, as well 
protocols of conferences, notes of official conversrtion’, 


{and every memorandum necessary to the full understanc- 


ing of the history of his mission, as copies of his corres 
pondence. 

4. Great care is to be taken to furnish the departmen' 
with copies of all official notes or letters received, as well 
as of the answers given; to note all conversations with 
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men in office, having any material bearing on the relations 
of the country to which you are sent, with the United 
States, and which you think it important that your Go- 
yernment should be informed of; to make these notes as 
soon after the conversations occur as possible, and to send 
copies in your next despatches. Whenever such notes, 
or any other communication you make, would have an in- 
jurious effect, if intercepted, either on the interest of the 
country or individual feelings, it is recommended to you 
to use the cypher with whick you are furnished. 

5. Your attention is particularly called to that part of 
your personal instructions which requires you to furnish 
statistical information for the purpose of intimating that, 
at this period, tables of export and import, and tonnage, 
both foreign and domestic; the rates of duties, and every 
other information relating to the commerce and navigation 
of the country to which you are accredited, will be parti- 
cularly acceptable to the department, together with any 
interesting publications on those subjects. 

Iam, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDW. LIVINGSTON. 











B. 


Statement in relation to the inadequacy of the salaries of 
our ministers abroad. 


ENGLAND. 
Mr. Adams to Mr. Jay. 


**Lonpnon, December 15th, 1785. 


‘In this state of things I must be cautious. Tam not 
Sable to pay the scribes like an exchequer; nor to pro- 
mise them pay or promotion like an opposition. And, 
indeed, paragraphs in our favor seem only to provoke 
ten inventions against us. Something might be done in 
time, however, by mixing in conversation, and explaining 
or contradicting the grossest and worst abuses. But this 
can be done, in these countries, only by the civilities of the 
table, and by a liberal hospitality, in which we are much 
straitened. House rent, furniture, carriage, and a certain 
number of servants, with the daily expenses of living, which 
E cannot be avoided, without becoming the scorn of the} 
s world, and without being insulted by every footman and 
§ porter, consume all, and more than all, our allowance. 
‘*I feel for the circumstances of my country as much 
Sas any man in it, but I am sure those circumstances will 
not be mended by extreme parsimony in the support of 
her servants and negotiators in Europe. When your 
ministers are seen to take rank of nobles and bishops at 
St. James’, who spend many thousands a year, and are 
observed to live at home and appear abroad, with what 
is called ** la plus infame economie,”’ which is the expres- 
sion every day in vogue, you will find that neither you 
nor they will be considered as of any consequence. 
Your ministers abroad must keep a table for the enter- 
tainment of strangers who are presented at court, and| 
consequently to them, to return the civilities that are 
shown them by foreign ministers, and by people of high 
rank in the country. They ought to keep a table, at 
tmes, for the entertainment of men of letters and emi- 
hence in arts and sciences, by which they might remove 
the prejudices of the world against their country and 
themselves, and attract some attention and good will to 
both. How far any of these things are in our power to 
do, I cheerfully submit to the consideration of Congress; 
eing determined to do every thing in my power, with 
the means I have, and to be happy, myself, whether I 
make a little figure or a great one. 
** With great esteem, &c. 
‘**JOHN ADAMS. 





“His Excellency Joun Jay, 
Secretary of State.” 
Vou, IX.—M 
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Mr. John Quincy Adams to the Secretary of State. 
‘** Lonnon, Slst July, 1815. 
**It is needless to say to you, or to any person having 
been in the same capacity here, that the annual salary of 
an American minister is insufficient to support a man with 
a family—I say not in the style of high official rank, but 
in the decency becoming a private gentleman.” 





From the same. 30th September, 1816. 

** An experience of the expense of living here, for up- 
wards of four months, even under all the privation to 
which I have submitted, has confirmed me in the desire 
to be recalled as early in the spring as the President may 
find it convenient to replace me, if, upon the construc- 


tion of the law, the Legislature should refuse an appro- 
priation for the outfit.” 





General remarks by Mr. McLane, late Minister to Great 
Britain, and now Secretury of the Treasury. 

‘*The salaries of the public ministers abroad must be 
acknowledged to be utterly inadequate, either for the 
dignity of the office, or the necessary comfort of their 
families. At some foreign courts, and those whose rela- 
tions towards the United States are the most important, 
the expenses ineident to the station are found so burden- 
some, as only to be met by the private resources of the 
minister. The tendency of this is to throw those high 
trusts altogether into the hands of the rich, which is cer- 
tainly not according to the genius of our system. Such 
a provision for public ministers as would obviate these 
evils, and enable the minister to perform the common du- 
ties of hospitality to his countrymen, and promote social 
intercourse between the citizens of both nations, would 
not only elevate the character of his country, but essen- 
tially improve its public relations.” (Report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury of 7th December, 18351.) 





FRANCE. 

Benjamin Franklin, in a letter to Mr. Barclay, com 
plains that it ‘s attempted to deduct 500 pounds from 
2,500, which he received annually, the whole of which 
was absolutely necessary to support the style of living 
which he had to adopt. (Letter dated 19th June, 1785. 
Dip. Correspondence, vol. 4, p. 218) 





James Monroe, in a letter dated 17th December, 1810, 
to the Auditor, says, 

‘* The reason in favor of an increase of the salaries of 
our ministers abroad, are as strong as for an increase of 
that of those at home, if not much stronger; and there is 
one reason of great force, which is peculiarly applicable 
to the former. ‘The spirit of our Government, and the 
manners of our people, not only authorise, but inctiftcate 
economy at home in the expenditure of our public func- 
tionaries; but that indulgence cannot be enjoyed by those 
abroad, however consonant it may be to their habits and 
inclinations, or necessary to their circumstances.” 


CHILI. 

John Hamm, chargé d’affaires, says that he cannot dis- 
charge, properly, the duties of his office, without the al- 
lowance of an interpreter or secretary. (Despatch of 
20th June, 1835+.) 


BUENOS AYRES. 

F. Baylies, chargé d’affaires, has employed a transla- 
tor, and requests the allowance of his salary. (Despatch 
of 30th June, 1832.) In the same letter he observes, ‘I 
hope your discretionary power is sufficient to remunerate 
this expense, for I already foresee that my annual allow- 
ance will be insufficient here, even for the very moderate 
establishment on which I have placed myself.” 
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BELGIUM. displeasure, I feel well satisfied to have been exempted 
Hugh Legaré, chargé d’affaires, asks the allowances of| from a duty for which the pecuniary Means at my dis 

clerk hire and house rent for an office; and says, ‘¢1| posal are totally inadequate. 

would take the liberty of remarking here, that without 

an allowance of the kind, the situation of a chargé d’af- Cc. 

faires, by no means, as I know from experience, desirable 

in itself, becomes, in the last degree, irksome and dis- 

agreeable. I think the Executive ought to press it upon 








Statement of the deficiency in the records, papers, and hooks 
of our ministers abroad. 


the consideration of Congress, that it 1s far from being an ENGLAND. : 
advantage, in any point of view, to the American people, [Sent by Aaron Vail, chargé d’affaires. } ) 
to send its representatives abroad with inadequate com-}| The earliest book of records of the correspondence 
pensation, as it is to expose them to perpetual mortifica-| from this legation seems to be that commencing on Ist 
tion, and to make their whole life a painful struggle to| August, 1826, under Mr. Gallatin. They are continued 

reconcile inevitable expenses with necessary, however] up to the present time. From this it would appear that 
sordid, parsimony.” (Despatch No. 3, dated 17th Octo-| the proceedings of the different missions to England, from ; 
ber, 1832.) the first mission to the Ist of August, 1826, are not re. I 

corded in the legation. 

FRANCE. The instructions from the Department of State to the . 
Thomas Jefferson to Colonel Monroe, dated legation, on file there, commence with those addre ssed ‘ 
Pants, 17th June, 1785. |*° Mr. Barbour. Instructions numbered 1, 3, 5, from 9 ° 
5 Sank oes oe 4 7” to 31 inclusive, to Mr. McLane, are not in the legation | 

Se : tank you for your attention to my outfit; forthe} ‘The despatches from the Department of State prior to 
oe articles of household furniture, clothes, and carriage.| yy. Barbour’s mission, [1828,} do not appear to be on file t 
et 1 have already paid twenty-eight thousand livres, and 4 | 
te have still more to pay. For the greatest part of this, I , alt ; 

ta haye been obliged to anticipate my salary; from which, FRANCE. 

ia however, I shall never be able to repay it. I find that, by [Sent by Mr. Rives, late minister. ] 
a rigid economy, berdering, however, on meanness, Lean} ‘The record of despatches from the legation commences : 
save, perhaps, five hundred livres a month, atleast in the] in March, 1810; all previous to this date are missing. 
summer. The residue goes for expenses, so much of| fy relation to the despatches received by the legation t 

course and of nece‘sity, that I cannot avoid them, with-| fom the Department of State, Mr. Rives says: ‘No 
out abandoning all respect for my public character. Yet regular record (excepting a portion of those received by 
I will pray you to touch this string, which I know to be| yp. Crawford) or a file of despatches from the Depart. 
a tender one with Congress, with the utmost delicacy.| ment of State, has been kept by any of my predecessors, 
I had rather be ruined in my fortune than in their esteem. | and if it is desirable to complete the archives of this lega- 1 
if they allow me half a year’s salary as an outfit, I can get tion, in this respect, an entire series of despatches fron f 
through my debts in time. If they raise the salary to] the Department of State should be furnished from the 
what it was, (2,500 pounds,) or even pay our house rent/ first mission to France down to the 20th July, 1829.” 1 
and taxes, I can live with more decency.” (Diplomatic (Mr. Rives’s despatch, No. 130.) ; 
Correspondence. ) 7 
SPAIN. RUSSIA. 
Mr. Everett, minister, claims office rent. {Sent by Mr. J. Randolph Clay and Mr. Buchana: ' 
None of the records or despatches, previous to Mr j 
ENGLAND. | Middleton’s mission (1823,) seem to be on file. With I 
In a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Jay, he says, in re-| Tespect to the objects in the legation, Mr. Clay says: t 
lation to his appointment as minister to England, * the ae} ey No record, no account, or voucher of any a ae i 
is a certain appearance, in proportion to rank, which all] short, the seal made under Mr. Middleton’s orders, an¢ : 
the courts of Furope make a serious point of exacting| the sorry trunk containing it, constitute the whole pte a 
from every body who is presented to them. | perty of the L nited States, in what is dignified by the 4 
‘*I need not say to you, sir, because you know it per-| title of chancery of the American legation at St. Peters I 
fectly, that American ministers have never yet been able| burgh. : 
to make this appearance at court; they are now less able : 
to do it than ever. I lament this necessity of consuming DENMARK. : 
the labor of my fellow citizens, upon such objects, as} ir, Wheaton says in his despatch of the 8th Decer . 
much as any man living; but 1 am sure that the debasing! ber, 1832: rs 
your ministers, so emach below their rank, will, one day, | “y} have the honor to acknowledge receipt of despatch ; 
have consequences © much more importance to the hus-| No. 16, under date of the 20th September last, from th > 
bindman, artisan, and even laborer. | acting Secretary of State. In reply, I beg leave to sta 3 
acm iea | that no archives of this legation existed previous to m) 1 
RUSSIA. j arrival here, in the year 1827; nor was there then a sing e 
H. Middleton, in a letter to the Secretary of State,! paper, book, or document belonging to the Government, th 
dated 18th July, 1826, says, that ‘* his pecuniary circum-| except those 1 brought with me. The proper archives ‘ 
stances will not admit his continuing much longer at aj of the legation have been carefully preserved in tv ‘ 
court where so much representation is necessary.” In| books, one of which contains all the official communics ri 
the same Ictter, he alludes to the necessity of his appear-! tions from the department to the mission, and the otle! sk 
ance at Moscow, at the coronation of the Emperor and/ its correspondence, both with the department and with st 
Empress, upon which occasion he asks to be authorized} this Government, so arranged as to be more convenient! th 
to charge the expenses, &c. | referred to, and read, than if filed in bundles or dossier’, ne 
In despatch No. 85, dated 11th May, 1829, he says, in} in the usual manner. he 
relation toa particular ceremony at court: ‘* Aninvitation| ** Inclosed is a detailed list or iny entory of the archives te 


of this sort being equivalent to an order, under pain ofi now belonging to this mission.” ye 
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ARMY—ENLISTMENT OF MINORS, &c. 
Hovss or Representatives, December 17, 1832. 


Heap Quarters or THe Army, 
Washington, February, 1832. 

Sin: Agreeably to the request contained in your letter 
of the 24th of January, I have the honor of stating here 
below, my opinion of the expediency and practicability 
of carrying into effect the resolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives, of the 3d of January, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, on motion of Mr. Ward. 

‘1st. Of enlisting into the army, minors, from the ages 
of sixteen to seventeen, by and with the consent of their 
parents or guardians, to serve for the period of four years. 

**2d. Of establishing schools at such military posts, 
garrisoned exclusively by the troops so enlisted, for the 
purpose of teaching such branches of education as will fit 
and prepare the soldiers for situations of usefulness in life, 
and of reducing their monthly pay in the ratio of two dol- 
lars for every five dollars now paid. 

**3d. Of retaining the whiskey portion of the ration, 
to be paid either in money, military equipments, or in 
some suitable badge of honor. 


‘4th. Of exempting all such non-commissioned officers | 


and privates, who shall have served for the period of four 
years, from militia duty, except in cases of war, inva- 
sion, or other public emergency; and that the committee 
inquire how far such enlistments and provisions may tend 
to destroy or lessen the evil of frequent desertion.” 

With regard to the several propositions contained in the 
resolution, I have to remark, that I am of the opinion that 
lads of the proposed age, who might be enlisted into the 
service with the consent of their parents, in time of peace, 
would, generally, in all probability, be of a character not 
suited for the public service; that none but idle, profli- 
gate, and incorrigible lads, who could not be controlled 
by their parents or guardians, would be permitted to be 
enlisted; and should such be enlisted, there would be no 
probability of improving them, as they would come with 
confirmed habits of idleness; and our discipline is too mild 
to expect a reformation of them through its means. I 
would prefer that the ages of the boys should be much 
younger, and would propose not less than twelve, nor 
more than thirteen years, and the term of enlistment to 
be twelve years, or until they should, respectively, have 
attained the age of twenty-five years. At such a tender 
age, the boys might be instructed in the art of reading 
and writing the English language correctly; and, as they 


advanced, they should be taught the principles of mathe- | 


matics, as far as to enable them to apply them to all 
common calculations, and to practical geometry, for civil 
and military purposes. I would also propose that they 
should be instructed in all the various handicrafts, which 
might be useful to the service in their capacity as soldiers, 
and which might enable them, after leaving the service, 
to provide for themselves a decent support. Ina word, 


{ would cause them to be instructed after the manner | 


of the cadets at West Point, only beginning at the very 
rudiments of instruction in every thing to be taught. 
They should be neatly and well dressed as soldiers, drilled 
every day in military exercises, and made to perform all 
the duties of soldiers and non-commissioned officers. For 
which purpose, { would propose that one of the forts best 
situated should be made the school; and, after the expe- 
riment is fairly tested, if successful, that other schools 
should be established at other suitable places. For in- 
stance, let us begin the experiment at Fort Monroe, in 
the Chesapeake, where there are all the accommodations 
necessary for the purpose. Let there be enlisted five 
hundred boys, of the age above mentioned, and for the 
term specified; these boys to receive, for the first three 
years, three dollars a month, with suitable clothing and 





rations; then, for two years, the full pay of a soldier; af- 
ter that, to be promoted to be corporals, and, when eigh- 
teen years of age, to be formed into companies; the most 
expert soldiers, and the best in regard to conduct, to be 
made sergeants. Then send all, except two companies, 
to relieve such companies as are in other garrisons, so as 
to relieve a whole garrison at a time, that there may be 
none of the old soldiers at any of the posts occupied by 
the schooled soldiers. Fill up the school at Fort Monroe, 
until the whole of the artillery may be composed of the 
lads educated at that place, unless other schools should be 
established for the same purpose. In order to give en- 
couragement to those who have attained the rank of cor- 
poral, they should, after serving three years as corporals, 
be promoted to the rank of sergeants, so that, eventually, 
the whole army would be composed of non-commissioned 
officers, who should perform the duties of privates and 
non-commissioned officers in rotation, except two in each 
company, who should be selected from the most deserv- 
ing, to be sergeant major and quartermaster sergeant of 
the company, to whom, as a suitable encouragement, a 
higher pay should be allowed. I would, in like manner, 
provide for musicians, to be instructed according to the 

ame rule, who should have the advantages of education, 
promotion, and increased pay. Ifthe plan here propos- 
ed should be adopted, three points might be mentioned 
as suitable places for the schools, to wit: Fort Adams, in 
the harbor of Newport, Rhode Island; Fort Monroe, in 
the Chesapeake; and Jcfferson Barracks, in Missouri. As 
a further encouragement to the troops so educated, I 
would recommend that the President be authorized to 
appoint to each military post, a post adjutant and post 
commissary, to be selected from the non-commissioned 
officers who may have served out their term. These post 
officers to have the rank, pay, and emoluments of second 
lieutenants, or of the lowest grade of commissioned offi- 
cers that then might exist; and, thereafter, that all com- 
|missaries of posts be appointed from the non-commission- 
ed officers who have performed their duty faithfully; and 
jthat, besides, to each battalion, there should be appoint- 
}ed a subadjutant, to be also a promotion for the non-com- 
missioned officers; and that, after having attained these 
places, they shall respectively be considered as candidates 
for appointments of higher degree in the military esta- 
blishment, should they continue to merit further advance- 
iment. No bounty should be offered for enlistments. ‘The 
boys should be received, after a careful inspection as to 
health, size, and probable fitness for the duties to be en- 
}countered. The punishments should be small deductions 
from their pay, and confinement to quarters, &c., to be 
jestablished by a fixed rule. Good conduct to authorize a 
jrestitution of the pay deducted, in proportion to amend- 
iment. No flogging, or other severe punishments should 
jbe allowed. The officers who have been educated at the 
|military academy should be the instructors of the school, 
iwho should receive a small additional compensation in 
consideration of their services. 

The advantages expected to result from the establish- 
iment of these schools, are, Ist. To render the rank and 
jfile of the army more respectable. 2d. To insure good 
|officers and non-commissioned offiers for a large army, 
whenever it may be necessary to augment the military 
jestablishment. Sd. To disseminate practical military 
|knowledge more generally throughout the republic; and, 
ifinally, to banish vice, and prevent desertion in the army. 
The soldier, should he think proper to retire from the 
service at the end of his first enlistment, will retire to his 
jfriends with a good education, with a knowledge of some 
useful trade, and will, in fact, be a valuable citizen where- 
ver he may establish himself. Besides the advantages 
which would result to the regular forces, men thus edu- 
cated for military purposes would, on retiring to their 
homes, be found to be a great acquisition to the militia of 
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their respective States, and therefore ought not to be ex- 
empted from duty in the militia as proposed. 

The great difficulty in our country has been the-obtain- 
ing of persons of the requisite character and intelligence 
to be non-commissioned officers. In time of war, that 
class of officers, well instructed, is indispensable to the 
efficiency of the service. They are so intimately connect- 
ed with the soldiers, that on them, in a great measure, 
depend the moral character, health, comfort, discipline, 
and general efficiency of the rank and file. There are so 
many small, yet essential duties to be performed by non- 
commissioned officers, that unless they are well instructed 
and practised in them, no system can be pursued; and on 
the faithful execution of what is intrusted to them, the 
good of the service, in a great measure, rests. There will 
also be created, by this plan, a description of officers long 
wanted in our service, that is, persons of the requisite ha- 
bits, intelligence, honesty, and carefulness--a kind of iso- 
lated staff officers; such, for instance, as post commissary, 
post adjutant, military storekeeper, keeper of magazines 
of powder and ammunition, keeper of arsenals in which 
arms are deposited for safe-keeping, or for immediate dis- 
tribution and use. These men, from their habits and their 
knowledge of such things, would be the most fit persons 
to occupy such places; and the places would be so many 
rewards for, and inducenients to, good conduct. Some 
scheme of this nature has been wanted, to give respect- 
ability to the rank and file of the regular army, to induce 
good men to enter it; and, finally, to secure to the public 
faithful and efficient officers, for keeping in a state of pre- 
servation the military supplies, vast quantities of which 
are constantly accumulating. When it shall be generally 
known that such advantages are offered to the faithful 
soldier, there will be no difficulty in filling our ranks, and 
Ihave no doubt that applications for admission into the 
schools of the army will be as pressingly made as they are 
now for filling the list of cadets at West Point. The ad- 
vantages, though not in every respect equal, will, never- 
theless, be considered of sufficient importance to claim 
the attention of many worthy, good people. 

To present the whole subject in a more condensed and 
specific form, I beg leave to offer, herewith, the draught 
of a bill, which will exhibit more clearly the scheme in 
view. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General 
Commanding the Army. 
To the Hon. Wm. Drayton, 
Chairman Mil. Com. H. R. 


A Bill to improve the condition of the rank and file of the 
army. 

1. Be it enacted, &%c., That, whenever the President of 
the United States shall deem it expedient, it shall be law- 
ful for him to cause to be enlisted into the army of the 
United States such number of boys as he may judge pro- 
per, whose age, when enlisted, shall not be jess than 
twelve years, nor more than thirteen years, to serve until 
they respectively shall have attained the age of twenty- 
five, unless sooner discharged; provided the said boys 
shall be enlisted with their own free will, and with the 
written consent of their respective parents or guardians, 
if any such they have; and, if they have none, with the 
approbation of the proper authorities of the town, place, 
or city, in which such boys may respectively reside. 

2. Beit further enacted, That the said boys, when so 
enlisted, shall be assembled at such military post or posts 
as the President may direct, where shall be established 
schools for their instruction in reading and writing the Eng- 
lish language; in arithmetic, mathematics, and other pro- 
per branches of study; also, in the military arts and exer- 
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cises, and in such handicraft trades as may be judged 
useful and proper. 

3. Be it further enacted, That the said boys shall be en- 
titled to receive such clothing and subsistence as may be 
necessary for them, provided they shall not exceed the 
cost of the clothing and subsistence now allowed to sol. 
diers in the army; and that their pay, respectively, shall 
be as follows: for the first three years after their enlist. 
ment, three dollars per month; for the next two years, 
five dollars a month; they shall then, respectively, be pro- 
moted to the rank of corporals, provided their conduct be 
such as to justify it, and be entitled to the pay attached 
to that grade. They shall then be formed into compa- 
nies, with a due proportion of sergeants. The sergeants 
to be appointed from the most meritorious, as a reward 
for superiority in good conduct. The said corporals, af- 
ter serving three years, shall severally be further promot. 
ed to the rank of sergeants, provided, as before, their 
conduct shall justify such promotion, with the pay and 
emoluments attached to said grade; but they shall, never. 
itheless, perform the duties of private, corporal, and ser. 
geant, in rotation, according to such rule as shall be esta. 
| blished by the President of the United States. 

4. Be it further enacted, That the said companies shall 
be organized in the same manner as the companies now 
authorised in the several regiments of artillery and in. 
fantry, and be officered in like manner, and are to replace 
such companies, in said regiments, as shall be broken up. 
To each company there shall be attached one sergeant 
major, to be charged with the details of the company, 
‘under the direction of the captain or commanding officer, 
lone quartermaster sergeant, to be, in like manner, under 
ithe direction of the commanding officer of the company, 
icharged with the clothing, provisions, and other pro- 
perty belonging to the company, whose pay and sub- 
sistence, respectively, shall be equal to that of a cadet, 
with the addition of suitable clothing, to be furnished by 
the public. 

5. Beit further enacted, ‘That such of the non-commis- 
sioned officers as shall be employed in other duties than 
those in the line, as, for instance, in any of the trades 
they may have been taught, as blacksmiths, carpenters, 
wheelwrights, harnessmakers, whitesmiths, or other handi- 
craft, except military works, in the laboratory, police, or 
other necessary duties connected with the camp or gar- 
rison, shall receive an extra allowance of twenty cents 
per day; but ardent spirits are, on no account, to be al- 
lowed or issued to them as rations, or gratuitously, for 
services. 

6. Beit further enacted, That after the completion ot 
a full term of enlistment, by any non-commissioned officer, 
who has enlisted according to this act, in a manner to en- 
title him to an honorable discharge, the President maj 
authorize the appointment of such non-commissioned ofli- 
‘|cer so discharged, on the recommendation of the colonel 
or commanding officer of the regiment to which such non- 
commissioned officer belonged, or under whom he may 
have served at the time of his discharge, to any of the fol- 
lowing offices, to wit: To be a subadjutant to a battalion 
or post, with the pay, rank, and emolument of a cadet, 
with suitable clothing, provided there be not more than 
one to each battalion or post; said subadjutant to perform 
the duties heretofore performed by sergeant majors of re- 
giments, to be in lieu of said sergeant majors. Post adju 
tant, post commissary, each with the rank, pay, and emo- 
|luments of second lieutenant, provided there be not more 
|than one of each appointment to each military post; or to 
lbe keeper of military stores, and keeper of magazines 
\and arsenals, under the direction of the ordnance depart- 
iment, with the pay, rank, and emoluments of the lowest 
grade of commissioned officers in the line of the army. 
| Besides these said appointments, the said non-commission- 
led officers who have faithfully served their term out, shall 
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be otherwise eligible to promotion in the line of the army, 
according to their respective merits. 

7. Beit further enacted, That the President be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to cause to be detailed from the 
commissioned officers of the army, such number of them 
as may be necessary to instruct the said boys, who shall 
be entitled, respectively, to receive an additional compen- 
tation of ten dollars a month while actually so employed; 
and, also, may cause to be detailed from the army such 
mechanics, or may direct to be engaged such number of 
mechanics, of respectable character, and of different 
trades, as may be requisite and capable of teaching the 
mechanic arts, and works proper to be taught to the said 
boys, in conformity with the second section of this act. 
The said mechanics to receive the monthly pay of twenty- 
five dollars, and the rations and clothing of a soldier. 

8. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful to cause 
a suitable number of said boys, who may show the natu- 
ral disposition for the attainment of knowledge in music, 
to be instructed on the several instruments used in the 
army, besides the instruction directed to be given to the 
other boys; the said boys selected for musicians to have 
all the advantages as to promotion and appointment, al- 
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partial jury, in the State and district where the crime is 


committed; and the punishment should be pronounced 
by the court, subject, as in other convictions, to the par- 
doning power in the discretion of the Executive. In 
the punishment of debtors all these sacred principles are 
subverted. The citizen is deprived of his liberty without 
the accusation of a crime, without a criminal prosecution, 
and without a jury to decide upon his guilt, and his punish- 
ment is submitted to the sole discretion of an individual 
creditor. 

In all the catalogue of human crimes, there is none 
which more imperiously requires definition than that of 
fraud. ‘To punish a crime which is not well defined by 
law, is always more injurious to society, because of the 
abuse of power to which it subjects the accused, than to 
suffer it with impunity. Why does not the law define 
and punish ingratitude—a crime which is marked with 
universal execration’ Because of the difficulty of giving 
to it such a precise definition as would separate the inno- 
cent from the guilty. By omitting to punish this vice we 
avoid a greater evil; so, in abolishing imprisonment for 
debt, absolutely, and without condition or reservation, we 
shall avoid an evil infinitely greater than can be obviated 


lowed to the others, as they respectively advance in years, | by any restriction. Our constitution denounces privileged 


and maintain a good standing as to talents and conduct; 


and to receive the same pay, and other allowances, ac- 
cording to rank. 


9. Be it further enacted, That if, after the completion 


cers herein mentioned may have enlisted, there shall be 





orders. The warning voice of history, bearing, like 
peals of thunder, the cries of the oppressed from ancient 
and modern nations where these orders have existed, and 


| still exist, demanded this security for the citizens of our 
of the term for which any of the non-commissioned offi-|own country. 


But to give to the creditor, in any case 
whatever, power over the body of his debtor, is a viola- 


no vacant place in the military establishment to which they | tion of this principle. It subjects the liberty of the great 


respectively could be promoted, that they, the said non- 
commissioned officers, may be re-enlisted for any term not 
leas than one year, and be borne on the rolls of their re- 
spective regiments, with the same rank and station held 
by them respectively, and for any further term thereafter, 
as long as they may be fit to perform the duties of a sol- 
dier; retaining all the claims to further promotion to which 
merit and character may entitle them. 

10. Be it further enacted, That the whole expense at- 
tending the introduction of this system shall not increase 
the estimated expense of the whole army, as now autho- 
rized, including bounties and premiums, and contingen- 
cies of the recruiting service; and it shall be lawful for 
the President to cause to be discharged such of the rank 
and file of the present army as may make it necessary to 


mass of our most useful, because most enterprising and 
industrious, citizens, to the caprice, the vengeance, or 
forbearance of the wealthy and the more fortunate. Why 
do we reprobate the act which crowded so many human 
beings in the black hole of Calcutta, where mortal pesti- 
lence was inhaled from the infected atmosphere? Because 
it was an act of cruelty; and it is the same abhorrence 
that elicits this popular cry, which has become almost uni- 
versal, against imprisonment for debt. 

Yet legislators, the majority of whom have generally 
been of the wealther class, or, at least, free from pecu- 
niary difficulties, have so complicated the system that it 
has become involved in a labyrinth of mystery; and, to 
secure its existence, they have surrounded it with such 
dark suspicions of fraud that the subject can scarcely be 


keep the expenses of the military establishment within the | approached without embarrassment. Thus, like all other 


limits here prescribed. 





ABOLISH IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 
Hovse oF Representratives—January 17, 1832. 


Mr. R. M. Jonnson, from the committee to which was 
referred so much of the message of the President of 
the United States as respects imprisonment for debt, 
report: 


systems of despotism, it has imposed upon the minds of 
men, with some shadow of plausibility, the idea of neces- 
sity; till, by long habit, they have gradually become, in 
some degree, reconciled to the oppression. The victim 
is cut off from society; and, because he pines in solitude 
where his miseries are not seen, nor his complaints heard, 
| his case is passed over as an instance of individual misfor- 
tune, for which there is no remedy, and which is scarcely 
worthy of observation. But if all these victims of oppres- 
sion were presented to our view in one congregated mass, 


That, acting under a constitution of limited powers, dele- | with all the train of wives, children, and friends, involved 


gated by the people of the several States, anact of Congress 
to abolish imprisonment for debt can have effect only in 
cases belonging to the federal courts. The primary and 
only legitimate object of Government is, to secure to each 
individual the enjoyment of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness; these cannot be forfeited without crime. It 
is essential to the preservation of liberty, that crime should 
be defined, and its punishment determined, by law. To 


jin the same ruin, they would exhibit a spectacle at which 
|humanity would shudder. It was a remark of one of the 
| sages of antiquity, that the best Government is that where 
‘an injury to one citizen is resented as an injury to the 
‘whole. Here, in our own free and happy country, many 
| thousands of our fellow-citizens are suffering annually the 
deepest injury. Children are deprived of their natural 
guardians, families of their support, and freemen of their 













































































































































































































































































































































































protect the citizen from acts of tyranny, the constitution | liberty, by a remnant of barbarism which requires no- 
secures, in all cases, to the accused, the right of trial by | thing but the voice of legislation to blot it out forever. 
animpartial jury. The violation of this principle is the es-| From the earliest dawn of civilization, it has beena sub- 
sence of despotism. Ifinsolvency is fraud, and ifthat fraud | ject of the severest censure, and the most unqualified de- 
18 acrime which justly deprives the insolvent of his liberty, nunciation. 

the law should define it as such, and fix its punishment.| But history teaches us that men, accustomed to bon- 
The trial should be, like that of other crimes, by an im-|dage, may contract a fondness for the chains that bind 
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them. The subjects of monarchs become attached to 
their aristocratic establishments, and are hardly persuad- 
ed to forego the splendors of royality for the simplicity 
of republican government. So in relation to this vestige 
of despotism amongst us; the most obstinate prejudices 
are enlisted in its favor, sustained by all the cupidity of 
sordid minds. The injustice and cruelty of the system 
are generally conceded; but the wisest heads and purest 
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to the bondage that every reformation has been effected 
by violence, and toil, and blood. Of a similar character 
is this remaining vestige of barbarism, which dooms the 
victim of misfortune to the culprit’s destiny. It is sus. 
tained upon the same principle. In the imprisonment of 
a hundred debtors, one may have denenend the punish. 
ment for fraud; and, in this solitary case of just retribution, 
the cries of ninety-nine innocent sufferers are unheard or 


hearts have found such insurmountable difficulties in de-|unregarded. The obligation of a contract is sacred. The 
vising a remedy which will at once eradicate the evil, and |committee would not recommend a measure calculated to 
guard eer ——- oo a oe of a - The ae of a —— a — for 
personal liberty must be regarded as hopeless upon any |its discharge in all well regulated societies, with such 
other principle than that of the total and absolute aboli-|reservations as are deemed necessary by the sovereign 
tion of imprisonment for debt. For ages past, the com-| power—such as giving immediate relief to the wife and 
mon rights of humanity have been violated upon the pre-|children, together with such implements as will enable 
text that, in some cases, fraud may exist, and to such ajthe husbandman and mechanic to pursue their useful yo- 
degree, as may justly deprive a citizen of hisliberty. The|cations. ‘These reservations were made in the early ages 
committee are aware that such cases may exist, but can |of the Grecian republics, and the principle has been held 
there be no other remedy provided than that of submit-|sacred by municipal law, by common law, by civil law. 
ting it to the arbitrary will of the creditor to punish, at/It is a regulation which the prosperity of the common- 
oarese ten ee a guilty Jee oo — requires, because industry is the life of the coun- 
innocent victims of misfortune be cut off from their fami-jtry. 
lies, and the world, that one fraudulent debtor may be| A nation may exist without professional men—without 
punished without trial, and without proof of guilt? It is}a moneyed capital; but it cannot exist, in a civilized state, 
inconsistent with the whole spirit of our institutions to| without agriculturists and artisans. But it is of little avail 
urge, ee contol atin as — a ;to reserve ee of ange — — their 
are seldom vindictive against honest debtors, or that}persons. The State sustains a loss, the families are ruin- 
fraudulent debtors are more numerous than cruel credit-|ed, and the creditors are not benefited. When the ef. 
ors, or that public sentiment will correct the disposition | fects of the debtor are exhausted, and his debts remain 
to act with severity. unliquidated, the world has been divided in sentiment as 
The facts are often the reverse. Creditors are often|to the extent of a pecuniary obligation against the per- 
relentless. It is doubtful whether fraud is not as com-jsonal liberty of the debtor. In ancient Greece, the power 
mon on the part of the creditor as on that of the debtor, | of creditors over the persons of their debtors was abso- 
(and cruelty more common than either)—and public sen-| lute; and, as in all cases where despotic control is tole- 
timent has but little influence over an avaricious mind. | rated, their rapacity was boundless. They compelled the 
_ system originated in cupidity. Itisa oe insolvent debtors to cultivate jo —_ ~y cattle, to 
of power in the few against the many; the fortunate} perform the service of beasts of burden, and to transfer 
againgt the eabitanhie tin Patrician against the Ple-|to them their sons and daughters, whom they exported 
bian; and it is doubtful whether that civilized community | as slaves to foreign countries. 
ever existed which would tolerate this system, if the sen-| These acts of cruelty were tolerated in Athens during 
timents of all could be known and faithfully represented. | her more barbarous state, and in perfect consonance with 
But we learn, from long habit, to endure, and even to|the character of a people who could elevate a Draco, 
advocate, what becomes most execrable to us when the/and bow to ais mandates, registered in blood. But the 
fetter is broken. So long as a solitary benefit is known| wisdom of Solon corrected the evil. Athens felt the be- 
to result from any established custom, however oppres-|nefit of the reform, and the pen of the historian has 1 
sive or absurd in its general tendency, still there is a re-;corded the name of her lawgiver as the benefactor o! 
luctance to change. The Spanish inquisition, now the)/man. In ancient Rome, the condition of the unfortu- 
abhorrence of all enlightened minds, was long sustained, |nate poor was still more abject. The cruelty of the 
in many countries, by the tyrant’s plea of necessity for} Twelve ‘lables against insolvent debtors should be hel 
restraining vice, and its cruelties were Jong tolerated upon |up as a beacon of warning to all modern nations. After 
the principle that some solitary benefit might result. Even| judgment was obtained, thirty days of grace were allow- 
in this country, and to the present day, the force of an-}ed before a Roman was delivered into the power of his 
cient prejudice is so strong, that persons are found whojcreditor. After this period, he was retained in a privat 
are fearful for the interest of religion if undefined and | prison, with twelve ounces of rice for his daily sustenan¢ 
unprotected by legislative acts; and, in support of the|He might be bound with a chain of fifteen pounds weight; 
principle, some instance may be cited in which this inter-jand his misery was three times exposed in the market 
ference may have restrained licentiousness. |place, to excite the compassion of his friends. At th 
In the burning of a thousand heretics, the world may |expiration of sixty days, the debt was discharged by the 
have been delivered from one dangerous citizen. In the |loss of liberty or life. The insolvent debtor was either 
destruction of a thousand sorcerers, convicted of witch-|put to death, or sold in foreign slavery beyond the Tiber 
craft, one knave may have perished. The benefit of|But if several creditors were alike obstinate anc unre- 
clergy which secured from capital punishment, for petty jienting, they might legally dismember his body, and sati- 
offences, all who could read and write, while the raore /ate their revenge by this horrid partition. Though the 
ignorant were doomed to death for the same crimes, may |refinements of modern criticisms have endeavored to di- 
have saved some useful lives, when a milder and more |vest this ancient cruelty of its horrors, the faithful Gib- 
equitable administration of justice would have saved /bon, who is not remarkable for his partiality to the poore! 
many. A despot, clothed with unlimited power, govern-|class, preferring the liberal sense of antiquity, draws this 
ing without law, may have punished some offenders who |dark picture of the effect of giving the creditor powe! 
would have escaped under our republican institutions. over the person of the debtor. No sooner was the Ro- 
All these cruelties have been legalized, and, while bleed-|man empire subverted than the delusion of Roman per- 
ing humanity was sinking under the burden of oppression, |fection began to vanish, and then the absurdity and cru- 
the few instances of apparent benefit sustained the whole |elty of this system began to be exploded—a syste m which 
system of tyranny; and the world became so reconciled |convulsed Greece and Rome, and filled the world with mi- 
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sery, and, without one redeeming benefit, could no longer 
be endured; and, to the honor of humanity, for about one 
thousand years, during the middle ages, imprisonment for 
debt was generally abolished. They seemed to have un- 
derstood what, in more modern times, we are less ready 
to comprehend, that power, in any degree, over the person 
of the debtor, is the same in principle, varying only in 
degree, whether it be to imprison, to enslave, to brand, to 
dismember, or to divide his body. But, as the lapse of 
time removed to a greater distance the cruelties which 
had been suffered, the cupidity of the affluent found 
means again to introduce the system; but by such slow 
gradations, that the unsuspecting poor were scarcely con- 
scious of the change. The history of English jurispru- 
dence furnishes the remarkable fact, that, for many 
centuries, personal liberty could not be violated for debt. 
Property alone could be taken to satisfy a pecuniary de- 
mand. It was not until the reign of Henry IIL, in the 
thirteenth century, that the principle of imprisonment for 
debt was recognised in the land of our ancestors, and that 
was in favor of the barons alone; the nobility against their 
bailiffs, who had received their rents, and had appropria- 
ted them to their own use. Here was the shadow of a 
pretext. The great objection to the punishment was, 
that it was inflicted at the pleasure of the baron without 
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rage against the peace and dignity of the Crown. Thus, 
by a fictitious construction, the person who owed his 
neighbor was supposed to be, what every one knew him 
not to be, a violator of the peace, and an offender against 
the dignity of the Crown; and while his body was held in 
custody for this crime, he was proceeded against in a 
civil action, for which he was not liable to arrest under 
statute. The jurisdiction of the court of common pleas 
extended to civil actions arising between individuals upon 
private transactions. ‘To sustain its importance upon a 
scale equal with that of its rival, this court also adopted 
its fictions, and extended its power upon artificial con- 
struction, quite as far beyond its statutory prerogative; 
and upon the fictitious plea of trespass, constituting a 
legal supposition of outrage against the peace of the 
kingdom, authorized the writ of capias, and subsequent 
imprisonment, in cases where a summons only was war- 
ranted by law. The court of exchequer was designed to 
protect the King’s revenue, and had no legal jurisdiction, 
except in cases of debtors to the public. The ingenuity 
of this court found means to extend its jurisdiction to all 
cases of debt between individuals, upon the fictitious plea 
that the plaintiff, who instituted the suit, was a debtor to 
the King, and rendered the less able to discharge the debt 
by the default of the defendant. Upon this artificial 


atrial; an evil incident to aristocracies, but obnoxious toj pretext, that the defendant was debtor to the King’s debt- 


republics. 


. ms } »* 
The courts, under the pretext of imputed| or, the court of exchequer, to secure the King’s revenue, 


crime, or constructive violence on the part of the debtor, )usurped the power of arraigning and imprisoning debtors 
soon began to extend the principle, but without legisla-|of every description. Thus, these rival courts, each 


* 


tive sanction. 


ward [., the immediate successor of Henry, the right of 


imprisoning debtors was extended to merchants; Jewish 


In the eleventh year of the reign of Ed-| ambitious to sustain its relative importance, and extend its 
| jurisdiction, introduced, as legal facts, the most palpable 


fictions, and sustained the most absurd solicisms as legal 


merchants excepted, on account of their heterodoxy in| syllogisms. 


religion; and was exercised with great severity. ‘This 
extension was an act of policy on the part ofthe monarch. 
The ascendancy obtained by the barons menaced the 
power of the throne; and, to counteract their influence, 


the merchants, a numerous and wealthy class, were} 


Where the person of the debtor was, by statute, held 
sacred, the courts devised the means of construing the 
demand of a debt into the supposition of a crime, for 
which he was subject to arrest on mesne process; and 
the evidence of debt, into the conviction of a crime 


selected by the monarch, and invested with the same au-| against the peace of the kingdom, for which he was de- 


thority over their debtors. 
prepared for the yoke. She could endure a hereditary 
nobility; she could tolerate a monarchy; but she could 


But England was not yet|prived of his liberty at the pleasure of the offended 
j party. 


| gradation. 


These practices of the courts obtained by regular 
Each act of usurpation was a prececent for 



















































































































































































































































































not yet resign her unfortunate sons, indiscriminately, to| similar outrages, until the system became general, and at 
the prison. The barons and the merchants had gained | length received the sanction of Parliament. The spirit 
the power over their victims; yet more than sixty years| of avarice finally gained a complete triumph over person- 
elapsed before Parliament dared to venture another act{al liberty. The sacred claims of misfortune were disre- 
recognising the principle. During this period, imprison-| garded, and, to the iron grasp of poverty, were added 
ment for debt had, in some degree, lost its novelty. The| the degradation of infamy, and the misery of the dungeon. 
incarceration of the debtor began to make the impression} Parliament appeared sometimes to relent, and made 
that fraud, and not misfortune, had brought on his catas-|several efforts to correct the abuses; but the influence of 
trophe, and that he was, therefore, unworthy of the pro-| creditors, and the power of the courts, were too formi- 
tection of the law, and too degraded for the society of|dable for Parliament itself; and while a vestige of the 
the world. Parliament then ventured, in the reign of} system remains, the oppression will never terminate. The 
Edward III., in the fourteenth century, to extend the time was, when personal liberty in England was so highly 
principle to two other cases—debt and detiiue. This| valued, that, before the institution of a suit against an in- 
measure opened the door for the impositions which were | dividual, the plaintiff was required to give real and re- 
gradually introduced by judicial usurpation, and have re-| sponsible pledges to prosecute the suit with effect; and if 
sulted in the most cruel oppression. Parliament, for one | the action proved to be groundless, or malicious, he was 
hundred and fifty years afterwards, did not venture to out-| subjected to damages. But, ultimately, the courts, with- 
tage the sentiments of an injured and indignant people,|out the authority of statute, broke this common law 
by extending the power to ordinary creditors. But they | barrier against oppression, and for real pledges substituted 
had laid the foundation, and an irresponsible judiciary | fictitious names, as John Doe, and Richard Roe; while, 
reared the superstructure. From the twenty-fourth year| upon the mere suggestion or oath of the plaintiff, the de- 
of the reign of Edward IIL, to the nineteenth of Henry} fendant may be arrested and imprisoned before debt is 
VIII, the subject slumbered in Parliament. In the mean} proven, unless he can procure bail for his appearance. 
time, all the ingenuity of the courts was employed, by the} Thus was the whole artifice of the learned benches of 
introduction of artificial forms and legal fictions, to ex-| England, with all the authority of the aristocracy, em- 
tend the power of imprisonment for debt in cases not| ployed for centuries, to introduce, by the most gradual 
provided for by statute. The jurisdiction of the court| measures, imprisonment for debt, even before a people, 
called the King’s Bench, extended to all crimes or distur-| accustomed to al! the abuses of hereditary power, could 
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vances against the peace. Under this court of criminal 
Jurisdiction, the debtor was arrested by what was called 
the writ of Middlesex, upon a supposed trespass or out- 





be brought under its control. But when it was establish- 
ed, our ancestors, with the whole system of British juris- 
prudence, brought it with them to this new world. It 
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has been long endured, and its miseries have been ex- 
tensively felt. It is this day depriving our country of the 
industry of many of her citizens, and carrying distress 
into their numerous families. But there is evidently a 
spirit of reformation awakened in the public mind, and 
the redeeming voice of the people demands the change. 

Public sentiment, like the general tendency of our laws, 
is in favor of the unfortunate debtor. It speaks for liber- 
ty, and gives it an estimate above the value of gold. If 
there is a country on earth in which personal liberty has 
a claim to the protection of the law, paramount to every 
other claim, it is found on these Western shores. But 
while the body, under any circumstances, is liable to ar- 
rest on mesne process, or after judgment is obtained, 
whether to coerce a surrender of property, or to punish for 
real insolvency, there is no security for liberty. Till the 
destinies of fortune shall be subject to human control, no 
citizen, however meritorious, is certain to close his days 
without being immured in the walls of a prison. If stolen 
goods are secreted, the oath of suspicion is necessary to 
procure a search warrant; and then, the person suspected 
is free from arrest till the property is found in his posses- 
sion. But in case of debt, the person is liable to be ar- 
rested, and to be held in custody, even under the mildest 
insolvent laws, till the debtor shall, on oath, make a sur- 
render of his effects. The plea of necessary coercion 
furnishes a poor apology. Man, held in confinement for 
one hour, by the lawful authority of his fellow citizen, is 
degraded in the estimation of society, and is liable to lose 
respect for himself. The spirit of freedom which achiey- 
ed, and which still sustains our independence, is broken; 
and he often sinks into a state of ruinous despondency, or 
is urged on to acts of desperation. The only safe course 
is, to destroy the capias ad satisfaciendum, the writ which 
takes the body upon a judgment, and, as experience may 
point the necessity of other measures to secure the sur- 
render of the property, time will perfect them. The 
power of the State Legislatures is ample, and they will not 
fail to provide the remedy; and the committee believe it 
will be most wise to leave that power with the States. 
Whatever may be the theory of legislation, the true cha- 
racter of a system is demonstrated by its effects. If it 
renders society more free and happy, it should be retain- 
ed; but if it augments the sufferings of the community, 
without producing benefits which will more than counter- 
yail the evils, it ought to be abandoned. The spurious 
origin of this system is not the leading point on which the 
committee would dwell--nor even the generous sympa- 
thies which its victims excite. Its ruinous consequences 
to society, without bencfit even to the creditor, show the 
necessity of its abolition. 

The power of the creditor is generally exerted under 
feelings of irritation, and to satiate a spirit of revenge. 
The American citizen, who has bled for his country, or 
whose penury has resulted from his father’s sacrifices in 
the cause of independence, is reduced to a condition in 
which he cannot meet, with punctuality, the claims against 
him. What is the consequence? From that moment his 
liberty is forfeited to the discretion of his creditor. His 
patriotism, his integrity of character, will avail him no- 
thing. If he is permitted, in his daily exercise, to pass 


the bounds of a prison wall, it is by the forbearance of 


another. He is hable to be held in degrading custody, 
even under the mildest laws of insolvency, till he shall 
have taken the oath prescribed; and then, like the cul- 
prit who has received punishment for his crime, he is dis- 
charged from prison. This is the liberty which Ameri- 
cans enjoy under the system of imprisonment for debt. 
Even the illustrious Jefferson, that patriarch of liberty, 
and the virtuous and patriotic Monroe, whose lives were 
devoted to their country in its darkest hours, enjoyed 
their freedom, during the shades of retirement, not by the 
protection of the laws, but by the forbearance of their 
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creditors. A citizen cannot, by contract, consign himself 


to bondage. He may fix his signet to the indenture tha 
purports to bind him, but the law will break the fetter 
A man may forfeit his liberty by the commission of crime. 
the safety of society may require that he shall be locked 
out from the world; but the debtor is not convicted of , 
crime; his liberty is not dangerous to society; yet be 
technical implication, he may be consigned to prison. 
The slave, while he toils for his master, contributes to 
the nation’s wealth, and to the benefit of society. ‘The 
resources of a nation consist principally in the industry of 
its citizens; and labor, by whatever hands performed, js 4 
contribution to the public weal. Buthe who pines a day 
in prison, drags out that portion of his life in useless indo. 
lence ; starving in misery, or living upon another’s labor 
while society is deprived of his own. The miseries of the 
debtor’s prison present a picture of wretchedness which 
fancy could scarcely draw. These miseries are not cop: 
fined to the prisoner’s cell. They extend, in all their 
horror, to the humble dwelling of his family. The bro. 
ken-hearted wife, surrounded with helpless, suffering 
children, weeping for the return of an affectionate father, 
innocent and ignorant of the fell destiny which dooms 
them toa state of untimely orphanage, is driven to de. 
|spondency, and sometimes to acts of infamy. Nor is the 
jevil obviated by the argument, that the mildness of the in. 
solvent laws furnishes an easy release from confinement. 
The moment a citizen enters a prison at the command of 
his fellow citizen, his mind is humbled; and the principle 
is the same, whatever may be the duration, whether it 
can deprive him of his liberty fora day, a month, a year, 
jor three score years and ten. Notwithstanding all the 
boasting of the mildness of our insolvent laws, our jails 
are crowded with debtors—thousands are annually impri- 
soned for debt in these United States. These facts amply 
demonstrate that the existing insolvent laws do not fur. 
nish a remedy for the evil. It must be eradicated by an 
jentire and total abolition. i 
In the courts of the United States, no security can be 
'demanded against groundless or malicious actions, except 
ithe legal costs of suit. But by general practice under the 
|laws, the simple affidavit of the plaintiff, that the defend- 
|ant is indebted to him, is sufficient to consign the defend- 
ant to prison, unless some responsible person will befriend 
|him by becoming his bail. He is not required to state 
that the obligation was incurred by false pretences, nor 
that the defendant was suspected of an intention to secrete 
his property, or to withdraw his person, or to entertain 
any fraudulent design. Nothing is required but the plain- 
\tiff’s oath of debt, to place the liberty of the defendant 
| beyond the protection of law, and subject him to the favor 
| of an individual to save him from prison. _ It is difficult to 
ascertain any fixed principle upon which imprisonment 
for debt is advocated. Itis regarded by some asa pun- 
ishment for a crime; by others, a mode of coercion; by 
‘some, a fulfilment of an implied contract; by others, again, 
}a matter of public policy. If it is a crime, the object of 
punishment should be the reformation of the offender, 
‘and the prevention of future offences. An offence is 
jagainst society; the guilt of the offender should be ascer- 
jtained by a jury; the penalty should be fixed by law, ac- 
cording to the degree of guilt, and pronounced by the 
‘court without consulting the pleasure of an indtvidual. 
(But in imprisonment for debt there is no reformation.) 
|Society is not disturbed by a criminal act. No guilt is 
imputed to the debtor. The law furnishes no penalty. 
| The court pronounces no sentence. There are no gt de 
\of offence. All is left to the discretion of an individual, 
)and the law operates indiscriminately upon the fraudulen' 
and unfortunate. If it be a means of coercion, it is inetli- 
jcacious. It cannot compel the honest man to pay whiat 
jhe has no means of paying. It places him beyond the 
| Possibility of procuring those means. The dishonest mall 
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will devise a method of placing his property beyond the 
reach of his creditors, by preparing himself in anticipation 
of the result. He will triumph in the impotence of the} 
laws. ‘The innocent are always degraded, and often ruin- 
ed, while the guilty escape the punishment which their 
crimes deserve. It is not the fulfilment of a contract. No 
fair construction, even under all the fictions of law, can 
justify the conclusion that a debtor agrees to forfeit his 
personal liberty to the will of his creditor. The debtor, 
as a citizen and freeman, is in all respects equal to his} 
creditor. No contract could deprive him of personal in-| 
dependence; and, in contracting a debt, he has no inten-| 
tion to compromit his freedom. A contract upon such a) 
principle would be void both in law and in equity. In con-! 
tracting a debt, there is a mutual agreement between the| 
parties, in which both are interested. If ‘a loan, it is for 
usury; if a sale, it is for profit; if an act of friendship, gra- 
titude is the safest pledge for its return, when circum-| 
stances will permit. But, in all cases, the ability of the| 
debtor, from the property which he holds, or may ac- 
quire, is the only proper means of payment; and it is the 
only legitimate resource which the creditor can honorably | 
and lawfully anticipate. If his object is to obtain power| 
over the liberty of the debtor, it is dark, designing, dis- 
honorable in the extreme, and utterly unworthy the sanc-| 
tion of law. If his dependence is upon the friends of the} 
debtor, by exciting their commiseration, through cruelty, 
it deserves public reprobation. Lord Mansfield justly | 
observes, if any near relation is induced to pay the debt} 
for the insolvent, to keep him out of prison, it is taking| 
anunfair advantage. No credit is desirable in a free coun-} 
try, predicated upon the imprisonment of the debtor, and] 
it ought not to be granted upon such considerations. 

Ina country without a uniform bankrupt law, the cru- 
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elty of the system is beyond the endurance of freemen. | 
As a matter of policy, the committee cannot discover 
either the wisdom or the justice of the system. ‘To op-| 
press the poor may well enough consist with the policy| 
of despots; but, to an American citizen, whose birthright| 
is liberty, it must be odious. The wealth and prosperity | 
of a nation, the comforts of society, and the happiness of| 
families, depend upon active industry, combined with well- 
directed enterprise. Our laws and institutions recognise 
no classes. Farmers, mechanics, merchants, professional 
men, and the capitalist, are all peers. ‘The revolutions in 
property, and distinctions resulting from industry, virtue, 
and talent alone, are as certain as the revolutions of the 
seasons. They cannot be perpetuated in one family, nor 
excluded from another. The poor may become wealthy, 
and the rich poor. 

The prospect of success invigorates the hand of indus- 
try, and gives impetus to the noblest enterprise. To 
these exertions every encouragement should be given; 
but, when the cloud of misfortune lowers, to consign its 
victim to the prison, is to blast his future prospects, and 
to fix upon his family the mark of degradation. ‘lo main- 
tain that confidence which is necessary to a fair and rea- 
sonable credit, effectual remedies should be provided 
against the property of the debtor, always reserving from 
execution such articles as are necessary for the pursuit of 
his calling; but, that he may retain the spirit of useful en- 
terprise, for the benefit of both his family and the com- 
munity, those reservations should be carefully guarded, 
and the freedom of his person always secured. It cannot 
be denied that great calamities, both public and private, 
liave arisen from too much credit; seldom or never from 
too litle; and it is equally certain that the excess of credit 
as frequently proceeds from him who gives, as from him 
who receives it. 

If imprisonment for debt shall be totally abolished, the 
parties will understand the proper legitimate source for 
the fulfilment of a contract. It will then rest upon its 
proper basis, The person granting credit will confide in 
Vor, 1X.--N 
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the ability of the debtor to meet the claim, or he will re- 
quire satisfactory pledges. Whatever censure may attach 
to the abuse of credit, it is but just to divide it between 
them. It is frequently as injurious to the one as to the 
other; and without the voluntary consent of both, it can- 
not exist. Inthe present state of society, the injury of 
the system may be seen and felt in a limited degree; and 
persons not accustomed to visit the abodes of misery, will 
scarcely be convinced of its dangerous tendency. But, 
as population becomes more dense, the difficulty of pro- 
curing the comforts of life must be increased. Then, if 
the power of the creditor over the personal liberty of his 
debtor shall remain, it will be exercised with unrelenting 
severity. Though our republican forms may be preserv- 
ed, their essence may be destroyed. The country will 
be divided into two great classes, creditors and debtors; 
between whom the most obstinate hostilities will exist; 
and,‘as in Greece and Rome, society may be convulsed, 
confidence destroyed, and liberty endangered. 

We should legislate with a view to posterity, that, with 
our fair inheritance, we may transmit to them a harmoni- 
ous system, calculated to sustain their rights, and perpe- 
tuate the blessings of freedom. 

While imprisonment for debt is sanctioned, the threats 
of the creditor are a source of perpetual distress to the 
dependant, friendless debtor, holding his liberty by suf- 
ferance alone. ‘Temptations to oppression are constantly 
in view. The means of injustice are always at hand; and 
even helpless females are not exempted from the barba- 
rous practice. Ina land of liberty, enjoving, in all other 
respects, the freest and happiest government with which 
the world was ever blessed, it is matter of astonishment 
that this cruel custom, so anomalous to all our institutions, 
inflicting so much misery upon society, should have been 
so long endured. It is at variance with the settled cha- 
racter of our population. Whenever objects of charity 
present themselves, all of our sympathies are called into 
action. ‘There is scarcely a hamlet in our country where 
benevolent societies do not exist, often extending their 
munificence to families deprived of their support by this 
oppressive system. We have not only expended our 
treasure to enlighten the sons of the forest, but we have 
sought out the victims of misfortune in foreign regions. 
The isles of the Pacific, the burning climes of Africa, the 
children of wretchedness in Europe and in Asia, even the 
land of Palestine, have enjoyed the fruits of American 
benevolence, obtained by voluntary contribution, while 
the cries of the unfortunate debtor among us are unheard 
and unrequited. Public sentiment demands his release, 
but avarice pleads the cause of oppression, and prejudice 
rivets the chain. 


The following extract, taken from the report of the 
visiters and governors of the jail of Baltimore county, and 
which is appended to the report, is the result of one coun- 
ty in Maryland, and under humane and mild insolvent 
laws: 

‘*It appears that, during the year ending on the 26th 
of November, 1831, nine hundred and fifty-nine of our 
fellow-citizens have been deprived of their liberty for this 
cause, (imprisonment for debt,) more than half of them 
for debts under ten dollars, and only thirty-four of the 
whole number for debts exceeding one hundred dollars. 
More than half have been discharged from prison, by tak- 
ing the benefit of the insolvent laws, or by the creditor 
declining to pay maintenance money; and the records of 
the prison present only eighty-one as having been dis- 
charged by paying their debts. The expense of boarding 
these debtors is $1,430 41, and the amount of debts paid 
in jail, $466 06.” ; : 

‘* The inference we draw from this statement is, that 
little money is recovered by imprisonment for debt, and 
that any advantages which may possibly result from the 
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practice, are greatly overbalanced by the loss which the 


community suffers in being deprived of the services of its 
members, amounting, during the past year, to seven thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty-seven days, which would have 
been appropriated to productive labor in paying for their 
support while imprisoned, and in the baneful effects 
which imprisonment is calculated to produce on the indi- 
viduals who are its subjects.” 
Again, Number of debtors 
for one dollar and less, ™ 
more than 1, and less than 5, 
more than 5, and less than 10, 
more than 10, and less than 20, 
more than 20, and less than 100, 
more than 100, - . 


306 
219 
179 
168 

34 


959 


A bill to abolish imprisonment for debt. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
it shall not be lawful for any of the courts of the United 
States to issue a capias ad satisfaciendum, or any other 
process, by which the body may be subject to arrest or 
imprisonment, upon any judgment at law or final decree 
in chancery, for payment of money founded upon any 
contract, express or implied, which may have been enter- 
ed into, or upon cause of action, which may have accrued 
after the 4th day of July next; and upon all such contracts 
and causes of action after judgment, imprisonment shall 
be totally and absolutely abolished. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no bail or secu- 
rity for the appearance for any defendant or defendants 
shall, hereafter, be required upon the service of the ori- 
ginal or mesne process issuing out of the courts of the 
United States, in any action or suit founded on any con- 
tract, express or implied, which shall be made or entered 
into after the 4th day of July next, nor in any other suit 
or action where the cause of action shall have accrued 
subsequent to that time, unless the plaintiff or some other 
person shall make oath or affirmation before the clerk, or 
officer attesting the said process, who is hereby empower- 
ed to administer the same, or before some other person 
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ant or defendants to warrant the subsequent proceedings 
in the case: Provided, ‘That no person shall be held to 
bail on mesne process, except in the State or Territory 
in which the debt was contracted, or cause of action ac. 
crued, or in the State or Territory where the defendant 
or defendants reside, or unless the debtor has absconded 
from the State or Territory in which he resided, or is 
about to leave the United States; which allegation, that 
the debtor has absconded, or is about to leave the United 
States, shall be made on oath or affirmation, in the man. 
ner as hereinbefore provided for, and the truth of said 
allegation shall in like manner be tried. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
act contained shall prevent the issuing the writ of ne excaf 
by any court of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the 4th day of July next, no female whatever, or male of 
the age of seventy years, or more, who shall be sued for 
any debt, damages, or claims, due, or alleged to be due, 
in virtue of any contract, express or implied, shall be held 
to special bail, or bail on mesne process; but in all actions 
on such contracts, express or implied, the process shall 
be by summons, or by summons and attachment of pro 
perty, in those States where, by the laws thereof, proper- 
ty may be attached by mesne process; and the return of 
service of such process shall be a sufficient appearance of 
the defendant to warrant the subsequent proceedings in 
the case. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
this act shall extend to all cases of civil proceeding wishin 
the District of Columbia and the Territories. 


GOLD AND SILVER BULLION, &c. &e. 
House or Representatives, January 14, 1533. 
Letter from the Director of the Mint, transmitting, in ole 
dience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, a 
report of the relative value of gold and silver bullion in the 
principal countries of Europe and the United States, & 


Efe. 


Mint or THE Unirep States, 
Philadelphia, January 12, 1833. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, my report 


authorized to admininister oaths by the laws of the United] to the House of Representatives, on the subjects referred 
States, or of the several States, that the defendant or de-|to me under two resolutions of the 14th Dece mber; 
fendants named in the process is, or are, justly indebted| which report, with the specimens of coins alluded to 


to the plaintiff or plaintiffs in a certain sum stated in said 
affidavit; and shall, moreover, make oath or affirmation 
that he, or they, have reason to believe that the said de- 
fendant or defendants intends or intend to remove from 
the State or Territory in which he or they reside at the 
time such action was brought, or move his property out 
of the same, or conceai his property before judgment, or 
otherwise abscond, so that the process of the court, after 
judgment, cannot be executed; which oaths or affirma- 
tions the said clerk, or other officer, shall endorse and 
certify on the said process: whereupon, the said officer 
executing the same shall take bail, in double the amount 
s0 sworn to, and proceed as if this act had never passed. 
But the defendant or defendants may contest the allega- 
tion of said oaths or affirmations before the court in which 
the said suit or action is instituted, or before the judge of 
said court in vacation, in such form as the court shall pre- 
scribe; and if the court shall be of opinion that the said 
allegations are not well founded, it may make an order to 
»e entered on record, discharging said bail or security 
rom his or their suretyship. And in cases where bail is 
rot authorized by this act, the first process shall be by 
summons, or by summons and attachment of property, in 
hose States where, by the laws thereof, property may be 
ittached by mesne process; and the return of service, 
according to the laws of the State in which the process 
hias issued, shall be a sufficient appearance of the defend- 


therein, | have respectfully to request may be presented 
to the House. 
i have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL MOORE, 
Director of the Mint 
fon. A. STEVENSON, 


Speaker of the Ho. of Reps. 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Philadelphia, January 11, 1833. 

In obedience to the resolutions of the House of Repre 
sentatives of the 14th of December, requiring ‘the Di- 
rector of the Mint to report to the House, as far as in his 
power, the present relative value of gold and silver bul- 
lion in the principal countries of Europe and the lt nited 
States; that is to say, if 571.25 grains of pure silver are 
worth one dollar, what is the worth of the same weight ol 
pure gold?” 

And, also, to report to the House his opinion of the de- 
gree of fineness or proportion of alloy the best fitted, in 
gold coins, to give durability and continued brightness to 
the metal; and, also, in his opinion, what is the most suit- 
able metal for that alloy,” the Director of the Mint ha: 
the honor to submit the tollowing report: 

In accomplishing the objects of the first resolution, | 
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has been considered desirable to ascertain, not only the 
relative value of gold and silver bullion in the principal | 
countries of Europe and the United States at the latest} 
dates to which authentic data apply, but also the average 
proportional value during a series of recent years, ade-| 
quate to determine the vibrations to which it is liable} 
from transient causes. ‘This latitude of inquiry seems par- 
ticularly expedient in regard to the United States, where | 
the relative value of gold and silver has exhibited conspi- 
cuous fluctuations within the last twelve years. 

The period proposed to be assumed as the basis of an 
instructive average, is the interval from the year 1821 to 
the year 1822, inclusive. About the commencement of 
this period, the effects of a general peace, and the conse- 
quent new order of commercial relations, began to deve-| 
lope their full influence on the currency both here and in| 
Europe. The effective return to specie payments in the 
United States occurred between 1817 and 1819, and in 
England about the year 1820. ‘To these considerations 
are especially to be added the new mint regulations of the | 
latter, adopted in 1816, but only carried into full effect 
about the year 1821, which appear to have exerted a very 
sensible control over the relative value of gold and silver 
in the bullion market. 

When, at the commencement of the mint in 1792, the 
ratio of fine gold to fine silver was established at 15 to 1, 
it was supposed to be conformable to their relative value 
in the principal commercial nations of Europe, and it pro-| 
bably was nearly conformable to the mint regulations then 





Relative value of Gold and Silver Bullion, &e. 


| duced from the most authentic quotations of the premium 





prevailing. How far the value of those metals in the fo- 
reign market deviated from the mint proportion during} 
the interval from 1792 to 1821, the means are not pos- 
sessed to determine. No deficiency, however, in the 
mint ratio of gold to silver in the United States became 
early apparent. Gold and silver coins remained at par 
with each other throughout that period. Both were the 
objects of a premium measured in the actual currency 
during the suspension of specie payments, but both of the 
same premium. 

The first notice of a premium on gold measured in sil- 
ver, in the United States, appears late in 1821. Before} 
the end of that year it had advanced to 5} percent. Since| 
that time it has occasionally been as high as 7 per cent., 
and, at intermediate intervals, as low as 2 per cent. Dur- 
ing the past month it has been from 54to4percent. The} 
above fluctuations evince the propriety of adopting the 
interval mentioned as the range of the present inquiry. 

The annexed tables, A and B, present the facts which, 
itis presumed, will be considered as of most importance | 
in regard to the objects of the first resolution, as far as it 
has been found practicable to obtain them, with a sutis-| 
factory assurance of their correctness. 

Table A exhibits the proportional value of gold and sil- 
ver coins as established by the latest ascertained mint re- 
gulations of the several countries of Europe named there- 
in, contrasted with those of the United States. Where 
actual assays, at the mint, of perfect gold and silver coins 
of the several nations could be made available, the results 
of these have been exhibited in the second column as the | 
practical illustration of the legal coinage to which they| 
belong. The regulations of the other foreign mints have | 
heen tested by results deduced from the tables of foreign | 
assayers, particularly those given in Kelley’s Cambyst, and | 
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on gold above the mint ratio in France of 15.5 to 1, for 
the last seven years, with a correction thereof for the dif- 
ference inthe charge of coining gold and silver. Column 
five contains the proportional value of gold and silver in 
the United States, deduced from the premium on gold 
over the mint ratio of 15 to 1, which premium is exhi- 
bited in column six. Column seven exhibits the exchange 
of the United States on London, extracted from the Phi- 
ladelphia Price Current, estimated according to the nomi- 
nal par of $4 44. Column seven gives the above quota- 
tions reduced to the medium actual par of $4 80, which 
is 8 per cent. above the former. 

It will be perceived that the proportional value of gold 
to silver bullion in England, as exhibited in table B, is 
singularly diverse from that established in the coins by 
mint regulations, and givenin table A. Under this aspect 
of the relative value, gold would seem to be underrated. 
By a peculiarity of the monetary system of England, how- 
ever, gold, of which the coinage is free, is made the only 
general legal tender, while silver, after being subjected 
at the mint to a seigniorage of more than 6 per cent. de- 
ducted from the weight of the coins, is limited, in its ap- 
plication as money, to payments not exceeding forty shil- 
lings. Gold is, by this regulation, rendered indispensa- 
ble to the national currency, while silver, except for mi- 
nute transactions, can be regarded only as an article of 
commerce. It results, therefore, that the nominal mint 
ratio of gold to silver in England of 14.28 to 1, expresses, 
in fact, only the proportional value of fine gold in two so- 
vereigns to the fine silver in forty shilling pieces. This 
is the actual proportional value of gold and silver to that 
extent, and both are thus far equally a legal tender. Be- 
yond this sum the comparison in coins ceases, and the 
proportional value of those metals is to be sought for in 
the market price of gold and silver bullion, measured in 
gold coins, which will be found in the third column. 

From the above peculiarity in the coinage of Great Bri- 
tain, which, though authorized by law in the year 1816, 
was not in such effective operation as to test its ultimate 
influence unti! 1821, has probably resulted, more direct- 
ly than from any other cause, the advance on gold in the 
United States, which began to be observed in that year. 
In order to fulfil the requisitions of a resolution of Parlia- 


|ment of 1819, for the restoration of the currency, as ap- 


pears from the published reports, an amount of gold equal 


| to about ninety-five millions of dollars, was required to be 


imported within the succeeding four years. This opera- 
tion, which was accomplished, could not fail to be sensi- 
ble in the United States, intimately connected as they are 
by commercial intercourse with England, and setting a 
value on gold, in proportion to silver, lower than the other 
nations from which this supply was to be drawn. It was 
accordingly felt ina premium on gold, paid first in 1821: 
the expanded currency of England, and the continued 
demand for gold resulting from her exclusive regulations 
in regard to silver, together with her extensive intercourse 
with the United States, may be regarded as exercising a 
constant influence to maintain the premium on gold, 
which, from that period to the present time, has not ceas- 
ed in this country, though subject to many fluctuations in 
its amount. 

Much less satisfactory data have been found for deter- 
































































































































































































































































































































the Traite des Monnaies, of Bonneville, a distinguished | mining the relative value of gold and silver in the bullion 
assayer of Paris. | market of the other nations of Europe. It has seemed, 

Table B exhibits the relative value of gold and silver) therefore, preferable to rely on the more accessible and 
bullion, calculated from the most authentic quotations of well-ascertained facts of the case, in regard to England 
the market price in England, France, and the United|and France. From their extended commercial relations, 
States. Columns one and two give the price of gold and|and the great mass of the precious metals employed by 
silver, of British standard, per ounce, in London, from| them in currency and the arts, these nations, and espe- 
which are deduced the relative value of gold and silver) cially the former, from the peculiar structure of her cur- 
bullion, exhibited in column three. Column four exhibits| rency, may be regarded as presenting the measure of the 
the proportional value of gold and silver in Paris, de-| proportional value of gold and silver for the adjacent 
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countries. This conjecture is amply confirmed in the evi- 
dence of N. M. Rothschild, Esq., given before the com 
mittee of Parliament on the Bank of England. A special 
fact stated on that occasion, by the individual above men- 
tioned, seems not undeserving of notice under this aspect 
of the subject. On the 24th of July last, it appears that 
1,400,000 francs in gold were purchased in Paris for his 
account, at a premium of one per cent., and transmitted 
to London. This premium on the ratio of gold to silver 
in France, is equivalent to the proportional value of 15.66 
tol. If to this be added one-quarter of one per cent. 
as the minimum charge on the transaction, it will give 
for the proportional value of gold to silver in London 
15.70 to 1. If one-quarter per cent. profit be supposed, 
the relative value in London becomes 15.75 nearly to 1. 

The report of the above committee, made in August 
last, and of which the evidence mentioned forms a part, 
presents many indications of a controlling influence de- 
rived from the monetary system of England over the price 
of fine gold in the other countries of Europe, including 
France, in all of which silver is admissible in the curren- 
cy as freely as gold, and in some of them preferred to it. 
The general tenor of the columns of relative value in ta- 
ble B, illustrates, also, this superior influence of the bul- 
lion market in London on the relative value of gold and 
silver. In regard to the United States, this superior in- 
fluence seems unquestionable. Gold is occasionally ex- 
ported to France at the current premium, but far more 
frequently, it is believed, to England. The fact, indeed, 
is familiar at the mint, that gold coins often remain in the 
vaults, unclaimed by the depositors, until the day of the 
departure of one of the packets for Liverpool. 

The conclusion seems, on full consideration, to be sus- 
tained, that the proportional value of gold and silver in 
London and Paris, and especially the former, expresses 
the extreme measure of the relative value of those metals, 
under the present state of supply and demand, in that 
community of nations to which the United States pertain. 
The facts sought for by the present resolution in regard 
to those nations, and their effect on the ratio of gold to 
silver in the United States, it is believed, are exhibited in 
the table, with a near approximation to truth. 

The proportional value of gold and silver bullion in co- 


jumns three, four, and five, it will be perceived, expresses | 


the value of 3714 grains of pure gold, according to those 
proportions severally, the dollar of 571} grains of pure 
silver being the unit. 

The average relative value of gold and silver bullion in 
London, for the whole period of twelve years, it will be 
found, is 15.77 to 1, so that 3714 grains of pure gold would 
be of the value of $15 77--the dollar unit consisting of 
371} grains of pure silver. The average of the last three 
years gives the proportion of 15.85 to1. The relative 


i-- 


value for the last year alone, it appears, has been 15.96] 


to 1. 
The average relative value of gold and silver bullion in 
France, during the last seven years, it appears, has been 


would be $15 68--the dollar unit being as before. The 


average of the last three years gives the proportional va-| 


lue of 15.73 to 1. 


The relative value for the last year is 
15.79 to 1. 
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15.68 to 1, so that the value of 371} grains of fine gold| 


lof those agents to which a coin is ordinarily exposed i 
|circulation, tending to impair its brightness. 


&e. 


differs only a half per cent. in London, and only one-third 
per cent. in the United States, from that of the whole pc 
riod. That, during those three years, no annual average js 
so high, but that within the whole period a higher has o¢ 
curred; nor any so low, but that within the whole period 
there are examples of a lower. In regard to France, the 
same comparison applies, except that the average of the last 
year is the highest of the whole range. The fluctuationsare, 
however, less than either in England or the United States 

The result of actual shipments, within recent years, of 
gold and silver from the United States to London and Py 
ris, are conformable, with but slight inequalities, to the 
deductions on which the columns of the relative value jp 
table B have been constructed. 

It appears, therefore, rational to conclude that the aye 
rage of the whole period from 1821 to 1832 
may be regarded as exhibiting the result of all the fluc 
tuations incident to a state of peaceful relations. Within 
this interval, all the ordinary causes of irregularity seem 
to have worked their effect more than once, and to have 
yielded again to those countervailing equivalents which 
limit their disturbing power. The commercial exchanges 
appear, also, during this period, to have passed throug! 
all the vibrations to which, under ordinary circumsta: 
they are exposed; and the relation they bear to the pro 
portional value of gold and silver bullion is exemplified | 
the annual averages presented in the table. 
| In regard to Spain, in which gold is valued by mint x 
|gulations higher than its value relative to silver is found 
lat any time to advance in the bullion markets, of which 
| quotations have been given, the information obtained 
very limited. No evidence, however, has appeared of a 
| special influence on the value of gold and silver in gen 
feral derived from that quarter. The ratio of gold to sil 
iver in Spain appears to be sensible in the United Stat 
only as it regards the price of doubloons and their dis 
lsions, which, for employment in the Spanish markets, 
}usually ata premium above silver, exceeding the current 
| premium on any other form of gold. 


inclusive 


“> 


For the same mar 
| kets, however, other descriptions of gold, either coined 
lor uncoined, do not bear a premium equal to that elicite 
: ote ; 

| by the demand for export to England or to France. . 
' On the whole, it may be assumed that the relative yal 
of gold and silver bullion in Europe may, as far as regard 
the United States, be sought for in England and Frat 
That, in the former, the relative value at the present time 
may be estimated at about 15.85 to 1, being equivalen' 
to a premium on our ratio of 5 2-3 per cent. That, 
France, the relative value may be estimated at 
115.73 to 1, which is equivalent to a premium on our ra 
of 42 per cent. In the United States, the relative valu 
of gold and silver at the present time may be estimat 
lat about 15.65 to 1, corresponding toa premium of 
per cent. on our pre sent mint ratio, 

On the questions embraced in the second resolution, 
regard to the fineness and alloy suitable for gold coi 
the following observations are respectfully submitted 

It appears to be generally conceded that the complex 
of fine gold possesses very superior beauty. In this stat 


also, it is capable of resisting, in a high degree, the actio 
} 


al 





AC 


Two qua 


The average relative value of gold and silver bullion in| ties, very desirable in a coin, viz. an attractive color and 


the United States, for the whole period, it will be observ- 


| . ° . ° 
enduring brightness, would be therefore attained by en 


ed, is 15.63 to 1, so that the value of 83714 grains of pure | ploying fine gold; and if no other considerations wet 


gold would be $15 63--the dollar unit consisting, as be- 
fore, of 371} grains of pure silver. The average of the 


jinvoly 
| . 
\ference for coimage. 


ed, gold, in this state, would be entitled toa pre 
i In other particulars, however, tt 


last three years gives the proportional value of 15.59 to 1. | appears to be less suitable for this purpose than gold com 


The relative value of the last year alone is 15.70 to 1. 
On comparing the above results for England and the 


United States during the whole period, with that during| rection of the British Government, by Mr. Hatch¢ 


| determine the effects of attrition on 


the last three years, as also with that of each year sepa- 


bined with certain other metals. 


An extended series;of experiments was made under 4 
tt. to 


gold in its pure state, 


rately, it appears that the average of the last three years| and gold alloyed in various proportions with different 














tallic substances. The result of these experiments, con- 
ducted with much care, appears to establish the conclu- 
sion that fine gold is less fitted to resist loss by the attri- 
tion to which a coin is liable in circulation, than when 
combined with particular alloys; that an alloy of silver and 
copper, or of either alone, improves the quality of gold 
in this respect; that if this alloy amount, as in the gold 
coinage of Great Britain and the United States, to one- 
twelfth part of the weight of the coin, its efficacy is great- 
er than if the proportion were diminished; and that, if 
this grade of alloy be constituted of equal parts of silver 
and copper, its efficacy can be no further improved. Tri- 
vial deviations, however, from the above proportion of the 
alloy, or of its constituent parts, occasion no appreciable 
difference. 

A writer of much distinction and great research, Jacob, 
in his history of the precious metals, advances, indeed, an 
opinion adverse to the above, in regard to the capacity of 
fine gold to resist waste by attrition in use. No reference 
is, however, made to the data on which this opinion is 
stated. It is, on the whole, believed that the prevailing 
impression on this subject, confirmed by the ample expe- 
riments alluded to, and conformable to analogy, may be 
regarded as correct. 

In another respect, which also belongs to the question 
of durability, fine gold is found less adapted to the purpo- 
ses ofa coin than when alloyed as above mentioned. Its 
softness and flexibility render it liable to have the de- 
vices and inscriptions defaced or obliterated, and its form 
distorted by the pressure to which it is occasionally ex- 
posed in use, independently of any loss of substance. 

It is further to be observed, that nature presents us with 
no gold in a pure state, but always associated with an al- 
loy, exceeding in quantity, generally, that of our present 
standard, and consisting chiefly of silver and copper. The 
separation, moreover, of the last minute portion of silver 
from gold is only to be effected with great care, and by 
processes involving an expense for which the silver, when 
recovered, is no equivalent; so that the cost of rendering 
the gold pure, would be greater than the value of the sil- 
ver retained as a constituent of its alloy. 

The above considerations appear to render it inexpedi- 
ent to use pure gold alone in coinage. All nations, it is 
believed, retain in their gold coins, at the present time, a 
portion of silver. The celebrated ducat gold, the most 
pure employed in currency, usually contains silver in the 
proportion of one-eighth to one-half of a carat. 

The only other metal usually employed as an alloy for 
gold is copper. ‘This, as before mentioned, is also found 
innative gold, and its use to supply the deficiency of alloy 
when gold is above a given standard, is recommended by 
the circumstance, that there is no metal so economical as 
copper for this purpose, that can be employed in a gold 
coinage, in the requisite proportion, without rendering 
the metal too fragile, or impairing, in a greater degree, 
its resemblance to fine gold. 

The above considerations appear sufficient to recom- 
mend the employment of an alloy in the coinage of gold, 
and the selection of silver and copper as the most suitable 
materials for that purpose. The proportion of the whole 


alloy to the fine gold, will have regard more especially to | 


the durability of the coin, while the proportion of its con- 
stituent parts may be adjusted with the reference to the 
complexion of the coin, and their tendency to maintain, 
ina good degree, that complexion in circulation. 


In regard tothe durability of the coin, it is believed to} 
ve established by the experiments before referred to, that | 


a gold coin alloyed with about one-twelfth of its weight 
of silver and copper combined, resists the effects of attri- 


tion at least as effectually as any other proportion; and| 
that an alloy, slightly greater or less, is not sensibly infe-| 


rior in this respect. 
For the purpose of exhibiting the degree of approxi- 
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mation to the color of fine gold produced by various pro- 
portions of silver and copper employed as an alloy of a 
gold coin, a number of specimens of the quarter eagle are 
forwarded with this report, to which the House is respect- 
fully referred. 

*No. 1 consists of 61 7-8 grains of pure gold, being the 
quantity at present required in the quarter eagle. 

No. 2 contains 61 7-8 grains of pure gold, and 5 5-8 
grains of alloy, making 67 1-2 grains the weight of a quar- 
ter eagle of our present standard. ‘The alloy in this spe- 
cimen consists of silver alone. 

No. 3 is of the same weight and fineness as No. 2, but 
alloyed with silver and copper in equal proportions. 

No. 4 is of the same weight and fineness as the preced- 
ing, but alloyed wholly with copper. 

No. 5 weighs 66 grains, of which 59.4 grains consist of 
pure gold, and 6.6 grains of alloy; which alloy consists of 
\silver and copper in equal proportions. 

No. 6 is of the same weight and fineness as the preced- 
ling, but alloyed with silver and copper in the proportion 
of one part of the former to two parts of the latter. 

The first four specimens are of the intrinsic value of 
our present quarter eagles. The fifth and sixth are con- 
formable to a coinare in which the eagle would contain 
264 grains of standard gold, consisting of 237.6 grains of 
pure gold, and 26.4 grains of alloy. This would corre- 
spond to a proportional value of gold and silver of 15.625 
to 1—an alloy in the decimal proportion of one-tenth of 
the standard weight being substituted for the present alloy 
of one-twelfth. 

Of these specimens Nos. 2 and 4 are regarded as the 
least attractive, the former being of a complexion too 
pale, and the latter too high. Both of these defects fre- 
quently occur in foreign gold coins. Without being en- 
titled to a preference on any account, gold coins thus al- 
loyed are liable to special exception, as being more dis- 
posed to suffer a deterioration of color by use, than gold 
alloyed with any of the intermediate proportions of silver 
or copper. 

Specimens Nos. 3 and 5, in which the alloy consists of 
equal parts of silver and copper, exhibit a more satisfac- 
tory approximation to the appearance of fine gold; which 
would be but little impaired by an increase in the propor- 
tion of copper to that of two parts to one of silver, as ex- 
hibited in No. 6. <A higher proportion of silver in the 
alloy than one-half would not improve the coin either in 
regard to complexion or durability, and is objectionable 
as involving an expenditure of silver without an object. 
Gold readily gives up its silver to the ordinary process of 
parting within this limit. 

Either of those proportions, viz. the one-twelfth, as in 
No. 3, or the one-tenth, as in No. 5, may be regarded as 
at least equal to any other combination of alloy with pure 
gold, in resisting loss from wear in circulation. 

With respect to the continued brightness of the coin, 
an alloy of one-twelfth or of one-tenth, if constituted of 
silver and copper in equal preportions, as in Nos. 3 and 
}5, orin any inferior proportion of the former to the 
latter, not less than one-half, as in No. 6, appears to pre- 
sent the limits within which the object may be most sa- 
tisfactorily attained. Gold thus alloyed is considered by 
the chief coiner of the mint, whose long experience gives 
{much value to his opinion, as possessing great aptitude for 
bearing the various operations incident to coinage, and 
retaining its brightness well, under the ordinary exposure 
of a coin in circulation. No proportion of the constitu- 
ent parts of the alloy, it is believed, would be in any sen- 
sible degree preferable in these regards, unless associated 
with a standard fineness, approaching so near to pure gold 
as to be liable to the exceptions before stated in regard to 
a coinage of that grade. 

* The numbers are designated by minute points impressed on the 
reverse of each coin above the head of the eagle, 
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Of the two proportions of ulloy, viz. the twelfth and the| served, in regard thereto, that the standard of 9-10 parts 
tenth of the standard weight, the latter, as represented | fine would be preferable to the present proportions. This 
in Nos. 5 and 6, is, after much reflection, regarded with| circumstance may be regarded as strengthening the con. 
preference. It is in no respect inferior to the alloy of| siderations in favor of adopting the proposed modification 
one-twelfth, which is the present gold standard of the|of the gold standard. In the silver coinage it would be 
United States, while it is preferable thereto on some con-| still more sensibly felt as an improvement. The alloy jp 
siderations entitled to regard, which have~been tran-| the latter differs more than in the former from a suitable 
siently alluded to before, but demand now more particu-| proportion. 
lar notice. The silver standard of the United States is at present 

The decimal proportion of 9-10 parts fine, and 1-10 part | unlike that of any other nation. It is below that of Eng 
alloy, corresponds more nearly than our present standard | land, France, Spain, and the Netherlands, and most of the 
with the prevailing fineness of gold presented for coin-| other Governments of Europe. It is inferior in fineness 
age. An average of all the gold assayed at the mint dur-| to the bullion received from commerce, which requires to 
ing the past year is found to contain 878-1000 parts fine, | be alloyed, at some expense, preparatory to coinage. 
and 122-1000 parts alloy; which is nearly 24 per cent. be-| The average of the silver assayed at the mint during the 
low the decimal standard in question, and more than 4 per | last year, including the various classes of foreign coins, 
cent. below the fineness of our existing gold coinage. The | was of about 914-1000 parts fine, which exceeds the fine 
fineness of the gold coinage of Spain may be stated at 870- | ness now suggested by about 14 per cent., and exceeds the 
1000 parts fine, which is inferior to the above average. | existing standard for silver by about 24 percent. The 
In the mint regulations of the Netherlands, adopted in| fineness of the bullion received in other forms than that 
1816, the decimal standard of 9-10 parts fine has been | of foreign coins, exceeds our present standard by more 
preferred for gold. It is the established standard, both | than 5 per cent. Deposites of silver, therefore, would 
for gold and silver, in France, and appears likely to pre-| require sensibly less alloy if the standard were raised to 
vailin the neighboring countries. A late assay at the/|the fineness proposed. Another result, not undeserving 
mint of the gold coins of fifteen Governments of Europe, | of regard, would be secured by achange: the silver of th 
gave an average within less than the half of one per cent. | proposed standard would bear better the various process. 
of this decimal standard. All were slightly inferior, but | es of coinage. 
none of them so much as 14 percent. inferior. Anincli-| In regard, therefore, to the expediency of changing 
nation toward this proportion seems thence apparent as the standard of our gold coinage, it is satisfactory to per. 
the prevailing tendency of European coinage. ceive that a similar change is admissible in the standard 

By the existing mint regulations, definite proportions | for silver with equal or greater advantage. 
of the constituent parts of the alloy for gold are not pre-| Our gold and silver coinage would thus be in harmony 
scribed; they are controlled only by the provision that the | with each other, and conformable to our decimal system. 
quantity of silver shall not exceed that of the copper.) The proportional value of the fine metal in the coin 
Experience has amply confirmed the expediency of some | would be the same as the proportional weight of the coin 
Jatitude in this respect. Exact proportions of the silver| themselves. The dollar in silver would counterpoise that 
and copper could only be attained by a complex analysis | amount in gold coins expressed by the ratio of the fine 
and adjustment, not required for ascertaining the fine-| metals to each other: thus, if the proportional value of 
ness of the gold, and unsuited to the current operations | fine gold to fine silver were established at 15.625 to 1, a 
of the mint. A process much more facile determines the | dollar of the improved standard, containing, as at presen, 
constituent parts of the alloy within the above limits. In | 371.25 grains of fine silver, would weigh $15.625 in gold 
the gold coins of all nations having a standard near to | of the improved standard, and any multiple of these wou! 
that of the United States, the variable proportions of sil- be in equipoise. 
ver and copper in the alloy are manifest on inspection. All which is respectfully submitted. 

Though a consideration of the proportion of alloy most SAMUEL MOORE, 
fit to be employed in our silver coinage does not come Director of the Mint 
within the terms of the resolution, it is respectfully ob- , 


TABLE A 


Proportional va- | Proportional va- 
lue of gold and lue by assays 
silver by mint | of the actual 
regulations. coins. 


| 
| 
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United States . : - 15.00 to 
England - . - - - 14.28 
France - - : - - 15.50 
Naples” - - “ ° - 15.20 
Portugal - . 13.56 
Spain - - . . . 16.00 
Netherlands 15.87 
Russias - * . 15.00 
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TABLE B. 


dwts. 
London, 


Price of stand- 
ard gold 22 
caratsin Lon- 
don, per oz. 

Price of stand- 
ard silver 11 
oz. 2 
in 
per oz. 

Relative value 
of fine gold 
to fine silver 
in London. 

Relative value 


| 
| 
| 
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1° | al 
| 
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an 
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co™~ 
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1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 


1829 
1830 





1831 
1832 


Go 62 62 2 62 62 C2 bo oo 69 62 U2 Bo] 


Average | 3 8 





CORRESPONDENCE BANK U. S.—3 rer centr. sTock. | 


Hovsr oF Rerresentatives, December 13, 1832. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the | 


correspondence with the Bank of the United States upon 
the subject of the postponement of the payment of the 
three per cent. stock of the United States, &c. 


Sin 
we. 


Treasury Department, December 12, 1852. 


Sin: Incompliance with a resolution this day passed | 
by the House of Representatives, directing the Secretary | 
of the Treasury ‘* to communicate to the House the cor- | 
respondence with the President of the Bank of the Unit- | 


ed States, and the documents furnished by the latter 
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| 13 prem. 


I shall be glad to be informed of the amount purchased 
| under your direction; though it is not perceived that it 
| can have any influence on the proposed measure. 

As the purchases will cease on the appearance of the 
notice, it may be as well for you to direct the amount to 
be closed with the termination of the present month, and 
| rendered to the treasury for settlement. 

I am, dear sir, 

Very sincerely and respectfully, yours, 
ASBURY DICKENS, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
N. Bivprr, Esq. 
President of the Bank U.S 


relative to the arrangement made in Europe, on the part | 


of the bank, for the postponement of the payment of the | 
three per cent. stock of the United States: also, copies | 


of all such letters and correspondence between the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury and the president of the bank, 
or its officers, as relate to the redemption of the three 
per cent. stock;” 1 have the honor to transmit copies of 
all the papers required. 
J have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
LOUIS M’LANE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the Hon. the SpEakerR 
of the House of Representatives U.S. 


[CONFIDENTIAL. | 
Treascry Department, March 24, 1832. 


Dear Str: It is believed that the means in the treasury 
will be sufficient to discharge one-half of the three per 
cents. on the Ist of July next; and it is proposed to give 
notice accordingly, on the 1st of April. It is not intend- 
ed to determine, by lot, the certificates that are to be 
paid, but simply to pay one-half of every certificate on 
presentation at the proper loan office. 

If any objection occurs to you, either as to the amount 


ras to the mode of payment, I will thank you to sug- | 


gest it 


Sin: I have received from the acting Secretary of the 
| Treasury a letter of the 24th instant, apprising me that 
| it is proposed to give notice, on the 1st of next month, 
| of the intention of the Government to discharge one-half 
| of each certificate at the proper loan office; and he has 
the goodness to add, that if any objection occurs to me, 
| either as to the amount or as to the mode of payment, he 
| would thank me to suggest it. 
| Inreply, I have the honor to state, that, so far as the 
| bank is concerned, no objection occurs to me; it being 
| sufficient that the Government has the necessary amount 
of funds in the bank to make the contemplated payment. 
In regard, however, to the community generally, and 
| more especially to the debtors of the Government, there 
is a view of the subject which the inquiry renders it 
proper for me to present to your consideration. It is 
this: Owing to a variety of causes, but mainly to the great 
|amount of duties payable for the last few months, there 
|has been a pressure wpon the mercantile classes, who 
| have been obliged to make great efforts to comply with 
their engagements to the Government. That pressure 
still continues; and as it may be prolonged by the same 
cause--the amount of duties still payable during the next 
ithree months—this state of things seems to recommend 
all the forbearance and indulgence to the debtors which 
can be safely conceded. The inconvenience, then, of 
the proposed measure is, that the repayment of six or se- 
} ven millions of dollars, more than one-half of which is 
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held in Europe, may create a demand for the remittance 
of these funds, which would operate injuriously on the 
community, and, by abridging the facilities which the 
debtors of the Government are in the habit of receiving 
from the bank, may endanger the punctual payment of the 
revenue, as the bank will necessarily be obliged to com- 
mence early its preparations for the reimbursement of so 
large an amount of public debt. My impression, there- 
fore, is, that with a view to the safe and punctual collec- 
tion of the public revenue, the Government would be 
benefited by postponing the proposed payment of the 
public debt to another quarter; at which time the country 
will sustain less inconvenience from the demands on fo- 
reign account, than would be felt at this moment. 

In regard to the mode of payment, I should think it 
would be more agreeable to the stockholder to receive 
reimbursement of the whole amount of his certificate at 
one time, than to have it divided. 

These suggestions are very respectfully submitted to 
your better judgment, by your obedient servant, 

N. BIDDLE, President. 

Hon. Lovurs M’Lane, 

Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 

P. S. Asan illustration of the effect of the measure 
proposed, I may mention that, in the month of February 
last, the collector of New York, with a laudable anxiety 
to protect the public revenue, applied to the bank to au- 
thorize an extension of loans in that city, in order to as- 
sist the debtors to the Gevernment. This was promptly 
done. This I should desire to do again, as the payments 
to the Government during the next quarter will probably 
be very large. N. B. 

Treasury Derarrment, July 19, 1832. 

Sir: It was not until to-day that I have been able 
to ascertain the amount of the appropriations made 
at the last session of Congress; and, therefore, I have 
not been able to decide, before now, upon the amount 
of the three per cents. to be redeemed on the Ist 
of October. I find, as was supposed when you were 
here, that we shall be able to pay off about two-thirds at 
that time. A notice will accordingly be given in to-mor- 
row’s papers for the payment of that amount on the Ist 
of October, and the remaining one-third on the Ist of 
January. This has been done with the understanding 
had between us, that if it should happen that the public 
moneys are insufficient to complete those payments, the 
bank will delay the presentation of any certificates of 
which it may have the control, until the funds are suffi- 
cient to meet them; the interest to be paid by the United 
States during the interval. 

You will be pleased to indicate such transfers of funds 
as may be desirable, preparatory to the proposed pay- 
ments. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
LOUIS M’LANE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

N. Bippir, Esq. 

President of the Bank U. 8. Philadelphia. 


> 


Bank U. S. July 26, 183 


Sir: 1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of 


the 19th instant, apprising me of your intention to reim- 


burse two-thirds of the three per cents. on the Ist of 


October, and the remaining third on the Ist of Jan- 
uary next. You further state that this course ‘* has been 


adopted with the understanding had between us that, if 


it should happen that the public moneys are insufficient 
to complete those payments, the bank will delay the pre- 
sentation of any certificates of which it may have the 
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|control, until the funds are sufficient to meet them; the 
erga to be paid by the United States during the inter. 
} val. 

The bank has taken the necessary steps to obtain the 
control of a considerable portion of these certificates, and 
; will very cheerfully employ it in such a manner as may 
| best suit the convenience of the Government. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 

N. BIDDLE, President 
Hon. Louis M’Lanr, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. (. 


o~ 


Bank U. S. October 27, 1832 


Dear Sir: Having, in conversation to-day with Mr 
Dickens, explained the arrangements in progress for the 
payment of the three per cents., he suggested that it 
would be agreeable to you to receive the same informa. 
tion. I therefore communicate it with great pleasure. 

You are aware that the amount of public debt to be re. 
imbursed within the three months from October to Janu 
ary, is upwards of fifteen millions, of which between 
eight and nine millions are held by foreigners. Under 
the most favorable circumstances, the displacement and 
conversion of so large a capital require great circumspec- 
jtion to avoid injury to the community. To concentrate 
so many scattered fragments of revenue at the points of 
disbursement; to reserve a great accumulation of funds, 
always at immediate command, yet not withdrawing from 
the public service; to prevent a scarcity of money, fol 
lowed by a sudden abundance of it, and thus keep un- 
disturbed the uniform current of business—these are 
objects to which the bank has always given a very anx 
ious attention. Their inherent difficulty was increased, 
on the present occasion, by the prevalence of the cholera, 
which was already in New York and Philadelphia, and 
seemed destined to pervade the whole country, derang- 
ing, in its progress, all the relations of business, and 
threatening such a general prostration of commerce as 
would endanger the punctuality of private engagements, 
and put to great hazard the public revenue, of which th 
jestimated receipts, from July to January, were about 
thirteen millions. To those who witnessed its ravages, it 
|was manifest that a continuance of the pestilence, for a 
|few weeks longer, would have thrown into great confu- 
jsion the pecuniary affairs of the country; and have press 
ed, with peculiar force, on the public revenue, more 

pecially as the demand on account of the foreign holders 





‘|of three per cents. at New York and Philadelphia alone, 


jon the Ist of October, would have exceeded five millions 
jof dollars. Under these circumstances, the bank deem- 
j}ed it an imperious duty to avert, as far as possible, tl 

effects of such a calamity, and to husband its means, i 

order to interpose, if necessary, for the relief of the 
community. It was determined, therefore, to reserve 
five millions of dollars for that purpose; and, accordingly, 
the foreign holders of the three per cents. to that amount, 
| principally represented by the bank as their agent, wer 
jinvited to leave the fund with the bank for a few months 
lafter the payment by the Government, receiving from 
|the bank the same rate of interest. In the mean time, the 
jfunds for the payment of the five millions were accumu- 
jlated inthe bank, to be used as occasion might require 
Immediately on learning that the arrangement for the 
| postponement was in part effected, the bank was enabled 
|to resume and increase its accommodations to the publi 

jand when, by the blessing of Providence, the pestilence 
was arrested, without having required any extraordinary 
interposition on the part of the bank, measures were 
|taken to pay off, immediately, the whole of the three pet 
cents. which it was originally intended to postpone, so fa! 
as they may be within reach of the bank. ‘hose mea 
sures are in progress, and they will now be hasten d, 
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since L learn from Mr. Dickens that the department is} 2d. Asto the rate of interest. We presume, of course, 
desirous of closing the account as soon as possible. The) that there will be no difficulty in continuing the loan, at 
certificates will, no doubt, be transmitted without delay,| its present rate of three per cent., without any further 
and will be immediatcly paid. charge. Should you, however, find it more advantage- 
The preparations for the payments in January are al-} ous, instead of making the arrangements personally with 
ready in such a state of forwardness that we may safely/ the stockholders themselves, to employ the agency of 
calculate on the result which the bank has been anxious| any mercantile house to effect the object, you are author- 
to produce, which is, that, in the course of the twelve} ized to allow a reasonable commission for their trouble. 
months from January, 1832, to January, 1833, about) As you have already concluded, very satisfactorily, a si- 
twenty-three millions of the public debt will have been} milar arrangement, some years ago, and our personal in- 
discharged, without causing the least perceptible disturb-| terviews have made you very familiar with the whole 
ance of the business of the country. subject, I will add, only, that 
Presuming that it may interest you, I enclose a copy of lam, very truly, yours, 
the correspondence on the subject of the three per cents., N. BIDDLE, President. 
and also a copy of a letter to the office at New York, si-| ‘Tuomas Canwatraver, Esq., Philadelphia. 
milar, in tenor, to those written to several other offices 
on being apprised of the arrangement with the European 





holders of the three per cents. Bank U. S., October 15, 1852. 
‘That arrangement, as you will perceive, was a precau-| Gsnriemen: J have had the pleasure of receiving your 


tionary Measure to enable the institution to mitigate the} esteemed favors of the 22d and 30th of August, and 6th 
severity of a great disaster; and, when the country was] ultimo, and have been placed, by Mr. Cadwalader, in pos- 
happily retieved from it, the means which the bank had/ session of the contract between him and your house, on 
provided for the occasion were applied to their appropri-| the 22d of August last. 
ate objects. 
1 have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, yours, 


The care and attention which you have been good 
enough to exhibit on this occasion, furnish a new evi- 
dence of the zeal to promote the interest of the bank, 


N. BIDDLE, President. | which has uniformly characterized your house, and which 

lion. Lours M’Lane, has been always appreciated. 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washinglon, D.C. As you remark, in your letter of the 30th of August, 
_———- that you wish to have the accounts disposed of as the 
Bank U.S., July 17, 1832, | bank may deem expedient, I take the earliest opportu- 


Gextiemex: Being desirous of making some arranre nity of inviting your attention to one part of the arrange- 
Lh EN: , aesir 5 : rs > arry . rs . . ° . . 
oo we 5 5°"! ment with which it will be impracticable for the bank to 

ment in regard to the reimbursement of the three per comply 

sent. stocks of the United States, and the time is too short - pl Od 

lee a Es ae a anaes When the institution was chartered, at the close of the 

Shatin Cc oe ta Esc po aiaell ide oat 7 a last war, the Government had a large debt which it pro- 
as Cadwalader, Esq. confer : ‘ : 

rs ee ee oe ne _~ “| posed to pay, or to purchase up, out of the surplus reve- 

ject. Mr. Cadwalader has been long, and still is, a di-| es ; ees , 

Se Ral eile tas te adie col Tones geek 11 Ol and, in order to prevent any competition in these 

aS atl wuleslns tn online oo nce. | i 

a ‘eee, eee Se? aut’ || purchases, the charter expressly declares that ‘the bank 

personally well known to you. I will, therefore, merely | : 


refer you to him for particulars, and remain | shall not be at liberty to purchase any public debt whatso- 
~ tee en ae ak ee j}ever.” ‘The object of this provision would certainly not 
ROT Tepes, Se ee Presid | be counteracted by the present operation, since the Go- 

Scars. Baninc at et a ent. vernment has actually advertised the payment of the 
aT re lial : stock which is thus, in fact, no longer an object of pur- 
Banx U. S., July 18, 1832 chase by the sinking fund. ‘This circumstance, it proba- 


bly was, which induced Mr. Cadwalader to regard the 

Dean Sin: The probability that the spread of the cho-| purchase of public debt, so situated, as not conflicting 
lera may occasion great embarrassment and distress in the} with the provisions of the charter. When, however, the 
community, makes it expedient for the bank to keep it-| stock was purchased in August and September last, it was 
self in an attitude to afford relief, should its interposition] still a subsisting debt: one-third of it will so continue un- 
be necessary, and also to mitigate the pressure which the| til the Ist of January next; and even were the case less 
reimbursement of the three per cent. stock, held by fo-| clear than it seems, the institution is, both from inclina- 


reigners, may produce in October next. The whole | tion and duty, disposed to give the most rigorous con- 
amount of this foreign stock is about seven million eight] struction to its own powers. Iam under the necessity, 
hundred thousand dollars, of which the bank is desirous 


therefore, of apprising you that the bank cannot consider 
of postponing the payment of about five million dollars.| as purchased, on its own account, the three per cent. 
You will perceive, from the statement accompanying this! stock reported by you, in your favors of the 30th August 
letter, that the bank is the agent of Messrs. Baring, Bro-| and 6th ultimo, amounting to one million four hundred 
thers, and Company for upwards of three millions. For] and _ se venty-four thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
the postponement of that amount, with an additional sum| seven dollars and thirty-three cents; and I have now to 
of two millions belonging to residents in Europe, you are| propose, for your consideration, the following substitute 
authorized to make an arrangement on the following] for that arrangement, which will, I trust, be mutually 
terms: agreeable to both parties: 

Ist. Astothe time. It is not yet positively decided| Ist. It will be necessary to transmit, without delay, the 
when the whole of the threes will be paid; and the pro-| whole of the certificates, with power of reimbursement; 
posed arrangement must, therefore, refer to that contin-| so that, in the first instance, the bank may receive pay- 
¥ency, and be so modified as to fix a certain time after! ment for the owners. Without such payment, the bank 
the period of redemption named by the treasury. You] is not in actual possession of the funds, which will not be 
may make this postponement for six, nine, or twelve] passed to its credit until paid to the stockholders. This 
months after that period, and endeavor to preserve such| seems to be of immediate urgency, and I therefore re- 
an option as to time, as may enable the bank to diffuse} quest your early attention to it. 
the payment over as wide a period as possible of the 2d. When the stock is thus reimbursed to the stockhold- 
term. ers, the portion which they have consented to postpone will 
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be passed to their credit on the books of the bank, and] unwilling to give, either to these stockholders or to your 
continue to bear an interest of three per cent. per annum, | selves, any unnecessary trouble; and, should you find any S 
payable quarterly, until the Ist of October next, when| reluctance on this score, you will please not to urge it, 
the principal will be reimbursed. If it be necessary, on| but leave the certificates in the hands of the stockholders, 
the delivery to you of the certificates, with powers of re-|and we will endeavor to accomplish the object of thc 
imbursement, to substitute some other certificates on your| bank without possession of the certificates. ‘hose for 924 
part, as was done in the case of the Louisiana debt by|the stock purchased by yourselves, we shall be happy to 
you, you are hereby authorized to give to the parties a| receive by an early opportunity. ’ 
certificate for an amount equal to what they respectively With great respect, yours, 
surrender to you. N. BIDDLE, Presiden if 
3d. The portion purchased by you will, in like man-} Messrs. Barninc, Brornrnrs, & Co., London. ahi 
ner, go to your credit when it is paid by the Govern- 
ment. At that time-it will be for you to determine whe- 
ther it shall continue to draw an interest of four per cent., 
(if that be the rate,) payable quarterly, or whether you 
would desire immediate payment. If your arrangements 
with others make it necessary or expedient for you to 
continue the loan to the bank for that period, we shall, 
with great cheerfulness, acquiesce in your views. If, 
however, it should be as consistent with your interest to 


Banx U. S., October 2, 18 


abo 


; amo 
public debt on the Ist instant, are so ample, that no in. But 


convenience is apprehended from them at the bank, 0 I 
any of its offices; and after all the immediate demands on 
that account are discharged at your office, it will still, in H 
all probability, be very largely a creditor of the State 


Dean Sin: The preparations for the payment of the 


ing to make it immediately. I mention this, because it 
may, perhaps, be convenient for you to provide funds in 
New Orleans for the instalments of the loan to the Union 
Bank, in which event you may consider the whole 
amount of your purchases of three per cents. or any por- 
tion of it, as immediately applicable to that object. 

The wish to postpone the payment of some portion of 
the fifteen millions reimbursable between the 1st of Oc- 
tober and the ist of January, arose from the appearance |it. But, while the balances continue thus heavily against that 
of the cholera, which threatened to throw the business of| the State banks, they will be unable or unwilling to do with 
the country into great confusion, and imposed on the|much business, and the office will therefore have an op- cart 
bank the duty of keeping itself in an attitude of great | portunity of giving to the community such facilities as iM with 
strength, so as to interpose, if necessary, to relieve the|these State banks have it no longer in their power to doul 
community. The calamity having passed with less in-|furnish. A large portion of the debt from them to the mor 
jury to the mercantile classes than was anticipated, the| office may thus be absorbed in good paper, payable on or evid 
bank will not be called upon for any extraordinary effort, | about the Ist of January next, when another paymen! all ¢ 
and would be content to pay, at once, the See account of the public debt will be made. I therefore liber 


for consideration the course which the office should pw 
sue towards them, and towards the community. In the S 
present condition of the exchanges with Europe, there 
will probably be no demand for specie, and it would 
therefore be unnecessary to call upon the State banks for 
payment, in that form, of their balances, that being a the: 
measure to be avoided, unless to replace what may be the 
ie from the office, should any demand be made upon 


' 
receive reimbursement, the bank will be ready and = in this city. ‘This state of things naturally presents 


now in your hands. This would have the further recom-| take the earliest opportunity, after ascertaining the pro- v 
mendation, that it would reliéve you from the payment of| bable demands against the bank on account of these pa) ceiv 
interest on the balance, which is probably equal to your | ments, to submit to the consideration of the board the the. 
purchases. expediency of employing a portion of the surplus funds, banl 
In either event, whether you wished to take immediate | now in the form of balances from the State banks, in the for t 
reimbursement, or continue the loan, it is presumed that | discount of such paper as may give facilities to the busi- HJ pur 
the terms of the purchases will, under this change of the ness of the city. The funds will be thus very usefully the. 
arrangement, be favorable to your interest, which we are|and profitably employed until they are wanted, and a vi 
always anxious to promote. Should it, however, happen; great accumulation of bank balances be prevented. this 
that any pecuniary loss shall be sustained by you, in con- Very respectfully, yours, the i 
sequence of these purchases, the bank will, of course, N. BIDDLE dien 
make an ample indemnity for it. The commission stipu-| Isaac Lawrence, Esq. 
lated upon the whole sum will not be, in any degree, af- President Off. D. & D. New York. N 
fected by this change, but will continue as originally de- 
termined between Mr. Cadwalader and yourselves. “You Treasury Deranrment, October 31, 1852 
will readily believe that nothing but an imperious sense } Sin: I have been duly favored with your letter of t! 
of duty would induce the institution to propose the| 27th instant, and its enclosures. 3 81 
changes in the arrangement, and we must rely on your| That I may be better able to understand the arrang we 
habitual courtesy to excuse any additional trouble which| ment made by the bank, through the intervention of Mr. HM leav: 
they may occasion. Cadwalader and Messrs. Barings, in regard to the three Hi follo 
With great respect, yours, per cents. held abroad, I will thank you for copies of the I yiz. 
N. BIDDLE, President. |\letters of the 22d and 30th of August, and 6th of Sep- 
Messrs. Barine, Broturers, & Co., London. tember, and the contract of the 22d of August, all which 
-_—- are referred to in your letter to Messrs. Barings of | 
Bank U. S., October 19, 1832. |15th instant. F 
Grentiemen: The above is a copy of my respects of the! I shall be glad, also, to be informed whether the cer 
15th instant, since which I have had the pleasure of re-|ficates for upwards of three millions, for which, in you! 
ceiving, this morning, your favor of the 14th ultimo. ‘To |letter to Mr. Cadwalader of the 18th of July, you state 
what I had the honor of writing on the 15th instant, the | the bank to be the agent of Messrs. Barings, have been 
only addition which it seems necessary to make, is this: | forwarded at the loan office. 
the bank, in order to close the account with the Govern- Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, At 
ment, is anxious to obtain the certificates. It is, how- : “ "LOUIS M’LANE, leliy 
ever, possible that some of the holders who have agreed Secretary of the Treasu 
to the postponement may prefer retaining the certificates] N. Brppie, Esq. 





ull the period of final reimbursement. ‘Ihe bank is very | President Bank U. S., Philada. 
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Bank U.S., November 5, 1832. 

Sim: [had the honor of receiving, on the 3d instant, 
your letter of the 31st ultimo, and, in compliance with 
the request contained in it, enclose herewith copies of 
the letters from Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co., of the 
92d and 30th of August, and 6th of September, and also 
acopy of the contract of the 22d of August. I also add} 
a copy of my letter to Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co.,| 
of the 31st ultimo. 

In regard to the sum of three millions and upwards, of 
which the bank is the agent, its agency has hitherto been 
merely to receive the dividends, not the principal. Of 
that amount, there have been surrendered certificates for 
about $344,000 on the books at Philadelphia. The 
amount received at the other loan offices, Ido not know. 
But the whole will, I presume, now shortly arrive. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 

N. BIDDLE, President. 


Hon. Lovis M’Lanr, 

Sec’y of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 
Lonnon, ugust 22, 1832. 

Sir: We have had the honor of receiving, from the 
hands of Mr. Cadwalader, the letter with which you 
favored us on the 18th ultimo, and in which you refer us 
to that gentleman for the particulars of an arrangement 
the institution was desirous of entering into in regard to 
the reimbursement of the United States three per cent. 
stock. You will no doubt learn from Mr. Cadwalader 
that no time has been lost in coming to an understanding 
with us as to the mode in which your views could be 
carried into effect; and the result of our communications 
with him has been a contract, of which, as he will no 
doubt send you a copy, it is not necessary we should say 
more than that we trust the board will perceive in it 
evidence of that earnest desire we at all times feel to put 
all our transactions with them on the same easy and 
liberal footing. 

We trust you will excuse our observing that we con- 
ceive no question can now arise as to any extension of 
the ordinary credit which we hold at the disposal of the 
bank, asthe liability to be called upon for large advances, 
for the above operation, either in the shape of drafts or 
purchases of stock, makes it absolutely necessary that 
the limit should be strictly attended to. 

We have only to add, that we feel much flattered at 
this further proof of our possessing the confidence of 
the institution; and have the honor to be, sir, your obe- 
dient servants, 

BARING, BROTHERS, & Co. 

N. Bropie, Esq. 

President U. S. Bank, Philada. 


Lonpon, 30th August, 1832. 


Str: In consequence of the personal communications 
we have received from General Cadwalader, we be 
leave to inform you that we have secured and paid for the 
following parcels of United States three per cent. stock, 


Viz. 
ga 90 


eé 


at 904 
at 91 


20,000 
100,000 
25,000 
25,000 
21,000 
80,000 


$271,000 


_And we have also made the following purchases, to be 
lelivered immediately, viz. 
10,000 2 
27,400 at 903 
66,037 25 
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100,000 \ 

200,000 

200,000 at 904 
20,000 j 


$623,437 25 to be delivered before the 6th Sept. 


We enclose a list of proprietors of United States three 
per cent. stock, who have consented to postpone the re- 
ceipt of their principal until the Ist of October, 1833, 
the amount of their stock being, collectively, 342,646 
dollars 68 cents. 

As we are not acquainted with the manner in which the 
institution may desire to have these transactions managed, 
we have adopted the course of addressing you on the 
subject, that you may dispose of the accounts, &c. as you 
may deem expedient. 

We have the honor to be your most obedient servants, 

BARING, BROTHERS, & Co. 

N. Bropte, Esq. 

President Bank U. S., Philada. 


Lonpon, 6th September, 1832. 
Sir: We confirm what we had the honor to write to 
you on the 30th ultimo, and now annex a list of other 
proprietors of United States three per cent. stock, who 
wish to postpone the reimbursement of capital until Octo- 
ber, 1833, making a total, with those already advised, of 
$1,609,707 42 purchases of the United States three per 
cent. stock on account of the institution. We conclude 
it may be more convenient to you to have the whole pur- 
chases up to the present date presented to the eye at one 
view, and we therefore enclose a detailed list, showing 
the total amount to be, - $1,051,251 31 
and purchases, but not yet delivered, 364,994 05 

We remain, sir, your obedient servants, 
B. B. & Co. 


N. Binpreg, Esq., Philadelphia. 


Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co., of London, and 
Thomas Cadwalader, of Philadelphia, on behalf of the 
Bank of the United States, agree, as follows, viz. For a 
commission of one-half per cent. on the amount, the said 
Baring, Brothers, & Co. agree— 

Ist. To invite the holders of the three per cent. stock 
of the United States to retain their stock until October, 
A. D. one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three; the 
bank engaging to pay the interest quarterly, until that 
time. 

2d. To buy up the said three per cent. stocks on the 
best terms at which they can be obtained, both here and 
in Holland, at prices not exceeding ninety-one per cent. 
or as much higher as the running quarterly interest, in 
case of need. The costof which stocks to be placed to 
the debit of the Bank of the United.States, in a separate 
account, chargeable with whatever rate of interest Messrs. 
Baring, Brothers, & Co. may be compelled to pay. The 
certificates of stock so purchased to remain with Messrs. 
Baring, Brothers, & Co. 

Sd. In case the amount of stocks so purchased, and 
the mount that may be retained by the holders, as above, 
should, together, be less than the sum of five millions of 
dollars, then Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co. agree to 
make up the deficiency, in case the bank should find it 
desirable to draw for such deficiency, or any part thereof; 
on which sum or deficiency Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & 
Co. to charge the same interest as in their general account 
with the bank. The whole advances to be reimbursed 
by the Bank of the United States, in October, A. D. one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three. 

Witness the hands of the said parties, at the city of 
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London, the 22d day of August, A. D. one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-two. 
BARING, BROTHERS, & Co. 


T. CADWALADER. 
Signed in presence of us, 


James Srewart Rincenr, 
Fras. Wm. Gentry. 


Bank U. S., October 31, 1832. 

GENTLEMEN: My last respects were of the 19th instant; 
since then we have understood that the ‘Treasury Depart- 
ment is desirous of closing the accounts of the foreign 
holders of three per cents., a circumstance which im- 
creases our own anxiety to receive the certificates without 
delay, and induces me to request that you will have the 
goodness to give every facility to the transmission of 
them. 

In regard to those purchased by yourselves, there can, 
we presume, be no difticulty; and as to those stockholders 
with whom you have agreed to postpone the payment, 
you will find, we trust, no indisposition to make the ar- 
rangements suggested in my letter of the 15th instant for 
the delivery of their certificates. Should, however, any 
difficulty occur, it would be agreeable to the bank if 
you could obviate it, either by causing the certificates to 
be sent to the bank for immediate reimbursement, or, if 
necessary, by purchasing the certificates on your own 
account, in the same manner as was done with those pre- 
viously purchased, and taking your reimbursement in the 
mode most agreeable to yourselves. The whole subject 
is committed to your good judgment, with the respects of 
your obedient servant, 

N. BIDDLE, President. 

Messrs. Bartne, Brotrurrs, & Co., London. 

HALF PAY—BOUNTY LAND, &c. 
House or Reeresentatives, January 23, 1833. 


Leiter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the infor- 
mation required by a resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the 10th instant, in relation to half pay, bounty 
land, &c. to certain officers of the revolution. 


Department oF Wan, Jan. 22, 1833. 
Sin: In compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 10th instant, directing the Secre- 
tary of War to report to that House ‘* what construction 
has prevailed with the accounting officers, as to the words 
‘all military officers,’ used in the resolve of the 15th of | 
May, 1778, relative to half pay, and the reasons for such | 
construction; whether they have been deemed to apply | 
to officers of the line only, or have been extended to| 
those of the engineers, invalid artificers, Lee’s legion, | 
and other distinct and independent corps; whether there | 
was any specific promise of land, or half pay, either to | 
Lee’s legion, the corps of engineers, or artificers, com- | 
manded by Colonel J. Baldwin; what discrimination, if | 
any, was made in the organization of the two last corps; 
and whether, in both, the promotion of officers was not 
confined to the corps respectively; and whether these 
corps were not component parts of the eighty-eight bat- 
talions raised to serve for ‘during the war,’ under the 
esolve of the 16th of September, 1776, specifically re- 
ferred to in the resolve of the 12th of November, 1779; 
and which of the officers of either corps have obtained 
Jand, or half pay, or commutation of half pay;’’ I have 
the honor to enclose reports of the Third Auditor, and 
the officer in charge of the bounty land bureau, which 
contain the information required. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
LEW. CASS. 
Hon Anprew STEVENSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives | 
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Land, &e. 


Treasunt DerarrMeEnt, 
Third Auditor’s Offiee, 18th January, 1833. 


Sir: The resolution of the House of Representative: 
of the United States of the 10th instant, and which was 
referred to me by you on the Ith instant, for a report 
thereon, directs the Secretary of War to report to the 
House-- 

Ist. What construction has prevailed with the zecount 
ing officers as to the words ‘¢ all military officers,” use 
in the resolve of the 15th of May, 1778, relative to half 
pay, and the reasons for such construction. 

2d. Whether they have been deemed to apply to off 
cers of the line only, or have been extended to those of 
the engineers, invalids, artificers, Lee’s legion, and other 
distinct and independent corps. 

3d. Whether there was any specific promise of land 
or half pay, either to Lee’s legion, the corps of eng; 
neers, or artificers, commanded by Colonel J. Baldwin. 

4th. What discrimination, if any, was made in the orgs 
nization of the two last corps; and whether, in both, th 
promotion of officers was not confined to the corps re 
spectively; and 

Sth. Whether these corps were not component parts 
of the eighty-eight battalions raised to serve for * during 
the war,”’ under the resolve of the 16th of September, 
1776, specifically referred to in the resolve of the 12th of 
November, 1779; and 

6th. Which of the officers of either corps have obtained 
land, or half pay, or commutation of half pay. 

In relation to the first branch of the resolution, I have 
the honor to furnish a copy of a report made to Congress 
by the commissioner of army accounts, on the 25th of 
August, 1786, and which embraces the report of a con 
mittee of Congress on ‘*the memorials of several office: 
of the late corps of artificers, praying that, in settling 
their accounts, they be allowed the commutation of hall 
pay, as founded on justice, or on the acts of Congress,” 
and which report contains the best explanation that | 
have been able to find of the construction that was given 
by the accounting officers to the words * al? military off 
cers,’’ used in the resolve of the 15th of May, 1778, rela 
tive to half pay, as well as the reasons for that cor 
struction. 

Understanding the second branch of the resolution | 
have in view the ascertainment whether or not the office: 
‘‘of the engincers, invalids, artificers, Lee’s legion, and 
other distinct and independent corps,” have been allowed 
half pay, or commutation in lieu thereof, I have to sta 
that, in accordance with the resolve of the 22d of Mare 
1783, commutation has been allowed to ‘ corps not | 
longing to the lines of particular States, and who are « 
titled to half pay for life,’’ amongst which were the cor 
of engineers, of invalids, Lee’s legion, and Armand’ 
corps. 

In relation to the third branch of the resolution, | ha 
to state, that, in the resolution of Congress of the 2Ist 
October, 1780, making provision for a new arrangeme! 
of the army, ‘‘two partisan corps” are provided for, © 


#s,) 


| of which was to be commanded by Colonel Armand, and 


the other by Major Lee; and, by said resolution, all th 


| officers who should serve to the end of the war were pr 


mised half pay for life, and, of course, half pay was pre 
mised to the officers of said partisan corps. By thie res 
lution of the 14th of November, 1780, ‘* the officers of 
the engineering department” were ‘put on an equal 
establishment with the officers of the line.”” No promis 
of half pay appears to have been made to the officers o! 
the corps of artificers commanded by Colonel Baldwi 
on the contrary, they are excluded from the allowance 
(See resolve of 16th of November, 1779.) 

In relation to the fourth branch of the resolution, | 
have to state that it appears, by the resolution of the 11 
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of March, 1779, the engineers were formed into a corps, | sideration that, by long continuance in the military line, 
and styled the ** corps of engineers,” and were to “‘take| they may have lost those habits by which they formerly 
rank, and enjoy the same rights, honors, and privileges, |had been enabled to provide for themselves or family; 
with the other troops on the continental establishment,” | which reasons do not apply so fully to the officers of arti- 
and that they were to ‘‘ take rank in their own corps ac-| ficers. 
cording to the dates of their respective commissions.”| ‘* Your committee are of opinion that their sole rule on 
By the resolve of the 12th of November, 1779, the **ele-| this occasion must be the acts of Congress respecting the 
ven companies of artificers raised by the quartermaster! officers in the corps of artificers; and they do not find any 
general” were to ‘* be reformed, and incorporated andj resolution by which they are entitled to half pay or com- 
arranged in such manner as the commander in chief shall} mutation; on the contrary, they seem to be expressly cut 
deem proper.” By the same resolve, the officers, on re-| off from any such claim. _ 
ceiving their commissions, were to have ‘‘rank only in| ‘*'The original act of Congress of May 15, 1778, by 
their own corps,” and ‘* to hold regimental courts martial) which half pay was promised for seven years, confined 
in cases that concern their own corps only, and are usually |the same to military officers, which certainly did not in- 
cognizable by regimental courts martial of the line.” \clude the artificers; and your committee are of opinion 
in regard to the fifth branch of the resolution, I have to} that, in allsubsequentacts which relate to half pay, the same 
state, that I infer from the report of the commissioner of| denomination of officers must be intended, unless in cases 
army accounts of the 25th of August, 1786, (herewith| where other officers are expressly mentioned. Surely, 
transmitted, ) that the provision in the resolution of the|the act of October 2d, 1780, promising half pay to offi- 
12th of November, 1779, ‘* that the officers and men of | cers who might be deranged, never could be construed 
the said corps (artificers) be considered as part of the|as giving half pay to any class of officers who had noclaim 
quotas of the eighty battalions, as apportioned on the/|to half pay, had they continued in service to the end of 
several States to which they respectively belong,” was|the war. If any doubts could have arisen whether the 
not considered, either by the commissioner of army ac-|artificers were intended in the promise of half pay, it must 
counts, or by Congress, as forming ‘‘ component parts of} be fully removed by the act of the 16th of November, 
the eighty-eight battalions raised to serve for ‘during|1779: it was then resolved that it be recommended to 
the war,’ under the resolve of the 16th of September, |the several States to allow the corps of artificers esta- 
1776,” in such a sense as to entitle them (the officers of! blished by Congress on the 12th instant, all the benefits pro- 
the corps of artificers) to the grant of half pay or com-| vided for officers and soldiers in the line of their quotas 
mutation. | of the continental battalions, except the half pay. After 
In relation to the sixth and last branch of the resolution, | this pointed and express exclusion of those officers from 
I have to state, that L cannot find that any officer of the | the allowance of half pay, your committee are of opinion 
artificers, commanded by Colonel Baldwin, has obtained that nothing but a subsequent promise, equally pointed 
‘half pay, or commutation of half pay;” on the contrary, |and express, can give them a title to the same. None 
the report of the committee of Congress embraced in the such has been made; wherefore they submit the following 
report of the commissioner of army accounts of the 25th of resolve: That the officers of the late corps of artificers in 
August, 1786, closes with a resolution, that the officers, the service of the United States are not entitled to half 
of the “late corps of artificers” were not entitled to it. | pay, or the commutation for half pay.” 


Officers of engineers have received commutation. | Your commissioner therefore supposes that he is not 
With great respect, | warranted to grant the commutation to the memorialist, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. | unless he has the direction of Congress. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, dé: ? 


Seeretary of War. Cuartes Tomson, Esq. 
Secretary of War. 


REPORT. - 





Orrick or Army Accounts, DerarrMeNnT oF War, 
New York, August 25, 1786. Bounty Land Office, January 21, 1835. 


The commissioner for settling the accounts of the late} Sim: So far as information appears to be required from 
army of the United States, to whom was referred the| this office, by the resolution of the House of Representa- 
petition of A. Baird, requesting the commutation, in licu|tives of the United States of the 10th instant, referred to 
of half pay for life, as a deranged surgeon in Baldwin’s | this office on the 19th instant, to report thereon, L have 
corps of artificers, begs leave to report: the honor to state, in reference to the inquiries ‘* whether 

That Doctor Baird founds his claim on the resolution|there was any specific promise of land, either to Lee’s 
of January 17th, 1781, granting generally the half pay to} legion, the corps of engineers, or artificers commanded 
the hospital department; and that of May 3d, 1782, grant-| by Colonel J. Baldwin,” that the two first named being 
ing the same particularly to a surgeon of artificers. | military corps on the continental establishment, the offi- 

That Congress did, on the 19th of October last, refer|cers attached thereto were embraced in the several re- 
to your commissioner a report made by a committee of| solves of Congress providing bounty lands for such of 
Congress on the petition of sundry officers of the late | them as continued in service to the close of the war. 
corps of artificers for half pay or commutation, which re-| No returns exist in this office of the names of the offi- 
port your commissioner was directed to take order on,|cers of the corps of artificers commanded by Colonel J. 
and is in the following words, viz. Baldwin; nor does it appear that land warrants have issued 

** The committee, consisting of —— -, to whom was|to any of the officers of that corps, except to Samuel A. 
referred the memorials of several officers of the late corps| McCoskey, surgeon, and William McCoskey, surgeon’s 
of artificers, praying that, in settling their accounts, they | mate; and these issues appear to have been made in vir- 
be allowed the commutation of half pa_’, as founded on| tue of the resolution of Congress of the Sd of May, 1782, 
justice, or on the acts of Congress, beg leave to report: as follows: ¢¢ Resolved, that, as the dispersed situation of 
_ “That the claims of those officers do not appear to be| the corps of artificers, commanded by Captain Wyley, 
founded on the usage of nations, nor in equity. They | will no longer require the services of Dr. A. McCoskey, 
believe that half pay has been allowed to military officers, | and Dr. William McCoskey, his mate, they be considered 
partly from a regard to the hardships and personal dan-|as reduced and retiring from the service on the 10th in- 
fers to which they were exposed, but chiefly from a con-|stant, and the surgeon be entitled to all the emoluments 
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heretofore allowed to reduced regimental surgeons;” 
from which it would appear that these officers had been 
retained in service until the 10th of May, 1782, being a 


period of more than thirteen months after the corps of 


artificers commanded by Colonel J. Baldwin had been 


dissolved under the resolution of Congress of the 29th of 


March, 1781, by which resolution it is explicitly declared 
that ‘‘all officers of the regiment of artificers not retained 
by virtue of these resolutions, be no longer considered in 
the service of the United States.”” The officers retained 
by the resolution just referred to, were, it is believed, in- 
corporated with the reduced corps of artillery artificers, 
and continued in service; the names of some eighteen or 
twenty of whom are returned on the records of this office 
as being entitled to, and as having received, bounty lands 
from the United States. 

The officers of the regiment of artillery artificers, being 
attached to the artillery in the field, were, it is believed, 
considered military officers: hence, those of them who 
served to the end of the war were embraced in the re- 
solves of Congress providing bounty lands. The duties 


of the officers of the corps of artificers being (as it is be- 


lieved) confined to the superintendence of workshops, 
laboratories, &c., and to the control and direction of the 
artisans attached thereto, and not being required to act 
in the field, were not, it is presumed, considered military 
officers. Their names were therefore not returned on 
the list of officers on file in this department, among those 
entitled to land bounties from the United States. Had 
they been considered military officers, it is presumed that 
Congress, when, by their resolution of March, 1781, they 
declared the corps of artificers ‘‘ dissolved, and no longer 
in the service of the United States,”’ would at that time 
have designated them as reduced and supernumerary offi- 
cers, and, as such, entitled to all the emoluments in land 
and half pay. That Congress did not so consider the 
officers of that corps, is manifested by the discrimination 
made in the cases of the two Doctors McCoskey, before 
referred to. If the surgeon of that name (surgeons’ 
mates not being entitled to half pay) had been consi- 
dered, at the time of the dissolution of that corps, (to 
which he then belonged, ) as entitled to ‘‘all the emolu- 
ments heretofore allowed to regimental surgeons,” fur- 
ther legislation in behalf of that officer would have been 
superfluous. 

The records of the War Department, from the earliest 
period succeeding the war of the revolution, exhibit no 
amount of bounty land to an officer or private of the corps 
of artificers, except in the two cases referred to in the 
aforegoing. This fact indicates the construction applied 
to the resolutions of Congress, in reference to that corps, 


by the individual who first presided over the department, 


who was himselfan officer of the highest grade in the army. 
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. GORDON. 
The Hon. Secretary or War. 


NORTHWESTERN INDIANS. 
Hovusr or Representatives, March 2, 1833. 


Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a copy of 


a report of Schoolcraft’s expedition among the Northwest- 
ern Indians. 


Department oF War, March 2, 1833. 


Sin: I have the honor to transmit a copy of the report} 


of Henry R. Schoolcraft, Esquire, of the expedition per- 
formed by him among the northwestern Indians, last year, 
under orders from this department. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEW. CASS. 
Ilion. ANDREW STEVENSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representative 


| 


|minees and Winnebagoes. 
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Orrice InptanN Arrarrs, NoRTHWESTERN AGENcy, 
Sault Ste. Marie, December 3, 1832. 


Ersert Herrine, Esq 


Indian Bureau, Washington: 


Sir: The condition of the Indians, situated in the areg 
of country traversed by the St. Croix and Chippewas 
rivers, has not essentially varied since the date of the re. 
port which I had the honor of transmitting to the depart- 
ment on the 22d of September, 1831. I beg leave now 
to solicit your attention to the observations made during 
my recent visit to the bands living northwest of that point 
in our geography. 

From a very early period war has existed between the 
Chippewas and Sioux; and although the condition of in. 
dependent bands, separated by local position and local 
interests, has produced intestine feuds, they have united 
in defending their respective frontiers, and have not he- 
sitated to make inroads into the hunting grounds of each 
other whenever circumstances have favored them. 

The Chippewas assert that their warfare has been one 
of self-defence, and that their inroads have been the inevi- 
table consequence of a successful assertion of their terri- 
torial rights. The Sioux complain that their hunting 
grounds have been intruded on, and that they cannot re- 
strain their warriors. Each party lays claim to the title 
of forbearance and generosity. Neither appears to omit 
any opportunity of inflicting injury on the other. Every 
blow is a fresh invitation to aggression. A state of perpe- 
tual insecurity and alarm is the consequence. Time has 
exasperated their feelings; and much of the severity of 
their condition is owing to the pertinacity with which the 
contest is kept up. 

In this state the Chippewas, who are particularly the 
object of this report, were found, in 1806, by our Govern 
ment, who, in that year, directed the late General Pike 
to visit the Upper Mississippi. Owing to their remote 
position, little attention was, however, bestowed upon 
them until the summer of 1820, when Governor Cass, 
who then administered the Government of Michigan, con 
ducted an expedition through the country. By his re 
commendation, a military post and agency was established 
on the avenue of their trade at the foot of Lake Superior, 
and the usual means adopted to regulate the trade and in- 
tercourse of our citizens with them. They were coun 
selled to remain at peace, to intermit their visits to the 
Canadian posts, and to pursue their usual occupations on 
their own lands. It was immediately found, however, 
that the force of their hostilites fell upon thcir western 
frontier, where they bordered on the Sioux, and where 
the dispute respecting territorial boundary gave scope to 
continual and afflicting aggressions. 

In 1825 the Chippewas were invited to meet the other 
tribes ina general council at Prairie du Chien, which, after 
a full discussion, resulted in a treaty of limits. This treaty 
was fully explained to the northern Chippewas, convened 
at Fond du Lac in 1826, and assented to ina treaty signed 
at that place. The following season delegates of this 
nation, living on its southern border, attended, and be- 
came parties tu the treaty of Butte des Morts, on Fox 
river, in which the subject of boundaries was finally car- 


jried out and adjusted between themselves and the Meno- 


With the latter tribes, there 
has been no subsequent dispute respecting limits; but the 
delineation, on paper, of the extensive line between them 
and the Sioux, without an actual survey and marking of 


\it, gave rise to difficulties on that frontier, and the pretext 


was thus given for renewed aggressions. Several in 


{stances of these have been reported from this office to the 


department. The hardships of a people short of re- 
sources were thus increased, and those citizens who were 
licensed by the Indian office to carry on trade, com- 
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former, and several of the latter, fell in their conflicts, 
or lost their lives through circumstances connected with 
them. 

During the summer of 1830, I was directed, personally, 
to visit the Indians, to endeavor to restore peace among 
them. It was not practicable to carry the instructions 
into immediate effect. A part of the following year was 
employed in visiting the bands intermediate between Lake 
Superior and the Mississippi, below the mouth of the St. 
Croix, with results which have been communicated to the 
department. 
1832, for extending the visit, and embracing as many In- 
dians on the heads of the Mississippi, as circumstances 
would permit. This brings the sketch which I have 
offered of the efforts made by the department to place 
the Chippewas and Sioux ona footing of peace, to the 
date of the instructions under which I performed my 
late tour to the sources of the Mississippi; and I will 
now proceed to detail such of its results as relate to the 
subject. 

It will be recollected that, during the previous visit, 
general councils were held with the Chippewas at Chegi- 
omegon, at Yellow river, at Lac Courtourelle, and at Rice 
lake, on the Red Cedar fork of the Chippewa river; that 
the subject of the treaty of peace and limits of 1825 was 
distinctly brought home to the chiefs, and their promises 
obtained to use their influence in keeping their warriors 
at peace; that messages were despatched by them to the 
principal Sioux chiefs, expressive of these sentiments, ac- 
companied with messages from myself; that a Chippewa 
war party was encountered, and its objects frustrated, 
and the subject of limits on the Red Cedar fork referred 
by them to the President, with a request that he would 
use his influence to keep the Sioux at peace. From all 
which, auspicious results were anticipated. 

I had the satisfaction to find, in the progress of my visit 
the present year, that these measures had been produc- 
tive of the best effects; that the fall and winter of 1831 
had passed without any war parties going out of the re- 
gion of the Chippewa and St. Croix rivers; that a peace 
council had been held by the Chippewas of the Folk 
Avoine, and the Sioux of the Petit Corbeau’s band, 
which was also attended by the Upper Snake river In- 
dians, and by deputations of the Mille Lac and Fond du 
Lac Chippewas, and that my counsels and admonitions} 
had been extensively spread. 

On casually meeting a party of Indians and traders at 
the Portail on Lake Superior, (June 11th,) I heard of the 
existence of a feud at Lac Courtourelle, which had, du- 
ring the previous winter, resulted in the murder of a Ca- 
nadian named Jean Baptist Brunet; at Long lake, the| 
murder of an Indian boy by the son of Mozojeed, the 
chief of the band. That the murderer had been appre- 
hended by the Chippewas and traders, and brought out) 
as far as the carrying place on the head of the Mauvais 
river, where he escaped. 

On reaching the trading post of Keweena bay, (14th,) 
I met Pizhickee, the chief of Lapointe, with several men, 
going out to visit me at the Sault. Me made a speech, 
and presented me a pipe in token of his friendship. ‘There 
was, also, at this place, the old speaker, Mizi, on his way, 
with a considerable retinue, to Penetanguiashine, the Bri- 
tish post on Lake Huron. I here learned the death of 
Mosobodo, the chief of Lac du Flambeau, and that his 
brother, the White Crow, a man of inferior merit, had} 
succeeded to the chieftainship, and was forming a war | 
party to descend the Chippewa river against the Sioux. 

| reached the Ontonagon on the 19th, and found Mush- 
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sies and bickerings. 
young men of his village who had committed the murders. 
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plained of losses and want of protection. Many of the|!nformation was obtained of the state of affairs at Lac du 


Flambeau, except that a trader had clandestinely visited 


that post from the Mississippi with whiskey. 


Being nearest the theatre of the Sac disturbances, I felt 
much anxiety to be particularly informed of the state of 


feeling in this numerous, warlike, and hitherto disaffected 
band. 


silence or affected ignorance of Mushcosween. 


This, however, I was left to infer from the studied 


Mozojeed gave me reason to be satisfied that the Chip- 
pewas of his quarter were quite friendly, and that no dis- 


position was felt to sanction, far less to aid, the confede- 
Instructions were issued, in the spring of|rate Sacs and Foxes in their schemes. 


He regretted the 
murders that had taken place in his vicinity during the 
winter, which he said arose wholly from private jealou- 
He said he lamented the folly of the 


He could not prevent it. He could not see through the 
trees—alluding to the difficulty of foreseeing and govern- 
ing the acts of people at a distance. He could not abso- 
lutely govern those in his own village; but these murders 
were committed at Long lake, and not at Ottawa lake, 
where he lived. He said that the murderer of Brunet 
had been apprehended by the joint advices of himself and 
those who had grown old in wearing medals, (meaning 
the elder chiefs;) but he had escaped on the Mauvais 
portage. From that point the chief called Miscomonedo, 
or the Red Devil, and his people, had returned, saying 
that they would punish the fugitive. With respect to the 
murder committed by his son, he said that he had come 
out to give himself up for it, to be dealt with as might be 
dictated. He stood ready to answer for it. And he 
awaited my decision respecting it, as well as the other 
murder. He concluded his address by presenting a 
stealite pipe. 

Soon after passing Presque Isle river, (20th,) we met 
Mr. Warren and his brigade of boats on his annual return 
from his wintering ground. He confirmed the reports 
heard from the Indians, and added also, that a trader from 
the Mississippi had entered the St. Croix river, and in- 
troduced whiskey among the Chippewas of Snake river. 
Mushcosween followed me, with others, to Chegiomegon 
or Lapointe, became a sharer in the presents distributed 
there, and presented, at the conclusion of a speech, in 
which he expressed himself in decidedly friendly terms, 
an ornamented otter skin pouch. 

At the mouth of river Broula, I encountered Oza Windib, 
or the Yellow Head, and Manitogooz, or the handsome 
Enunciator, two Chippewa chiefs from the Cassinian 
source of the Mississippi, being on their way to visit me 
at the seat of the agency. They reported that the In- 


|dians at Leech lake had raised a war party, about one 


hundred strong, and gone out against the Sioux of the 
Plains. Both these Indians returned with me to Cass 
lake. The former guided me from that remote point te 
the source of this river. 

On reaching Fond du Lac, (23d,) 1 found the Indians 
at that post assembled preparatory to the departure of the 
traders of the Fond du Lac department. Mr. Aitkin re- 
presented that the Iludson’s Bay clerks had been well sup- 
plied with high wines during the season of trade, which 
were freely used, to induce our Indians to cross the boun- 


|dary in quest of them; and that, if the American Go- 


vernment did not permit a limited quantity of this article 
to be taken by their traders, part of the hunts would be 
carried to their opponents. His clerks, from Rainy lake, 
presented me a pipe with an ornamented stem, accompa- 
nying a speech of general friendship from Aissibun, or the 
Raccoon, and another, with similar testimonials, from the 
son of the late chief Ainakumigishkung, both of the Rainy 


cosween, or the Moose’s Tail, an elder brother of the |luke band. 





White Crow of Lac du Flambeau, and Mozojeed, the 


chief of Lac Courtourelle, encamped with their followers, | 


being all on their way to visit me at the Sault. No further) 


Mongazid, or the Loon’s Foot, the second chief, and 
speaker of the Fond du Lac band, confirmed what I had 
previously heard of a peace council haying been held on 
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the St. Croix with the Petit Corbeau’s band of Sioux. He 
said that Kabamappa was at the head of the Chippewa 
party, and had been the prime mover in this pacific at- 
tempt. ‘That he had himself been present with eleven 
men of the Fond du Lac band, including the elder chief 
Chingoop. 

Dr. Borup, a clerk in the A. F. Company’s service, 
added, in relation to affairs on the Rainy lake border, that 
five chiefs had been invested with flags and medals by the 
British traders of Rainy lake; that eighty kegs of high 
wines were exhibited to the Indians at that post during 
the last season; that it was freely sent over the American 
lines, even within a few hours’ march of Leech lake, hav- 
Ing been sent west of the portage into Turtle lake. 

We had now reached the head of Lake Superior. Our 
route thence to the Mississippi was up the river St. Louis, 
and across the Savanne portage. We reached the trad- 
ing house at the junction of Sandy lake river with the 
Mississippi, during the afternoon of the 3d July, and re- 
mained at that place until six o’clock in the evening of the 
Ath. The Indians here confirmed the report of a war 
party’s having gone out from Leech lake. All accounts 
from that quarter indicated a state of extreme restlessness 
on the part of that band, and also among the Yanctons 
and Sessitons, with whom they usually war. 

Inincewi, or the Manly Man, acted as a speaker at the 
council I held on the west bank of the river. He mingled, 
as is common, his private affairs with his public business. 
He said he was not possessed of the authority of chief- 
tainship, but that his father, Kabigwakoosidziga, had been 
a chief under the English Government; that Chingoop, 
the chief of the Fond du Lac, was his uncle, and Chaimes, 
our guide, his nephew. He said that the Gross Guelle, 
and most of the chiefs and hunters of the place, had dis- 
persed from their encampment, and were now passing the 
summer months in the country near the mouth of L’Aile 
du Corbeau, or Crow-wing river; that he would forthwith 
convey my message to them, &c. confirming his words 
with a peace pipe. 

Having determined to ascend the Mississippi from this 
point, and being satisfied, from my Indian maps, that I 
could make a portage from Cass lake into Leech lake, and 
from the latter into the source of the Crow-wing river, so 
as to descend the latter to its junction with the Mississippi, 
[ transmitted a message to the Gross Guelle to meet my 
with the Sandy lake Indians at Isle du Corbeau in twenty 
days, counting from the Sth. 1 then deposited the provi- 
sions and goods, amounting to twenty-six pieces,* intended 
for distribution at the council at Isle du Corbeau, with the 
person in charge of Mr. Aitkin’s house, with arrangements 
to have the articles sent down the Mississippi in exact sea- 
son to meet me there. 

Relieved of this portion of the burden of transporta- 
tion, we proceeded with more alacrity. We passed the 
fails of Pukaiguma on the 7th, and encamped at ———, 


the trading post at Lake Winnepec, above the savannas, on | 


the 9th, having pursued the side route through Bogotowa 
lake. While encamped at Point aux Chenes, in the savan- 
nas, a Frenchman arrived from Leech lake, on his way to 
the post at Sandy lake. He reported that the war party 
had returned to Leech lake, bringing three Sessiton scalps, 
having, in their engagements, lost one man, a brother-in- 
law of the Guelle Plat’s; that the Guelle Plat led the war 
party, and encountered the Sioux coming out against 
them. He also reported that the Sioux had scalped a 
Chippewa girl near Pembina; that they were pursued im- 
mediately by a party of Chippewas, overtaken in the act 
of constructing a raft to cross a stream, and four of the 
number killed and scalped. Finding the waters favorable 
for ascending, and that our progress had been much acce- 


* A picce, in the trade of the Northwest, consists of a bale, a bag. or 
any other pareel of the invoice made up for transportation on the por- 
tages, and im Canoes, 
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| lerated thereby, I sent a verbal message by this man {o 
have the canoe, with supplies, destined for Isle du Cor 
beau, sent forward two days earlicr than the time orig! 
nally fixed. The clerk in charge of the post at Lake 
Winnepec, communicated a number of facts respecting 
the location and number of the Indians living in the mid. 
dle grounds between that place and Rainy lake. 1 pro. 
posed to him the following questions, to which 1 have 

annexed his answers. 1. Do the Hudson’s Bay clerks 

cross the American line from the post of Rainy lake for 
the purposes of trade? Answer. No: they furnish goods 
to Indians who go trading into the American territory 

2. Do the partners or clerks of the Hudson’s Bay Com 

pany present flags and medals to Indians? Answer. Yes 

3. Do they give such flags and medals to Indians living 

within the American line? Answer. No: I have heard 

that they took away an American flag given to an Indian, 
on the United States borders of Rainy lake, tore it, and 
burnt it, and gave him a British flag instead. 4. Wa 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post on Rainy lake supplied 
with ardent spirits last season? Answer. It was: they 
had about sixty kegs of high wines, which were shown to 
some of our Indians who went there, and Mr. Cameron, 
who was in charge of the post, said to them, that, al 
though their streams were high from the melting of the 
snows, they should swim as high with liquor if the Indians 
required it. 5. What is the strength of the high wines 

Answer. One keg is reduced to four. 6. Have the In- 

dians sent out on Derwin by the Hudson’s Bay Company, 

approached near to your post? Answer. They have com 
very near, having been on the Turtle portage with goods 

7. Did they bring liquor thus far? Answer. No: the liquor 

is kept at Rainy lake to induce the Indians to visit that 

place with theirfurs. 8. Did the disposition made of the 
liquor which the Secretary of War permitted the princi 
pal factor of the Fond du Lac department to take in last 

year, embrace the post of Winnepec? Answer. It did 

not: it was chiefly kept at Rainy lake, and on the lines, 

to be used in the opposition trade. 

On reaching Cass lake, or Lac Cedar Rouge, (July 10, 
1 found a band of Chippewas resident on its principal 
island, where corn and potatoes are raised. ‘They cor 
firmed the reports of the murder, and the subsequent 
affray at Pembina, and of the return of the war party 
which went out from Leech lake. Some of the warriors 
engaged in the latter were from the island in Cass lake, 
including the person killed. His widow and her children 
attended the council, and shared in the distribution of 
presents which | made there. While encamped on t! 
island, two of the Sioux scalps, which had been brought 
in as trophies on the late excursion, were danced, wil 
the ceremonies peculiar to the occasion, on an eminence 
adjacent to, and within sight of my encampment. Th 
painful exhibition of barbaric triumph was enacted wit! 
out consulting me. 

iinding it practicable, in the existing state of the wat 
| to visit the principal and most remote source of the M 
sissippi above this lake; I determined to encamp my me! 
and leave my heavy baggage and supplies on this island, 
and accomplish the visit in small canoes with the aid ol 
Indian guides. 

As the details of this expedition afford no political 1 
formation of a character required by my instructions, be- 
yond the observation of some evidences of a Sioux mroad 
in former years, and the statistical facts heretofore given 
they are omitted. 

It will be sufficient to remark, that the object was 
successfully accomplished under the guidance of 28 
Windib. 1 planted the American flag on an island in th 
lake, which is the true source of the Mississipp!, one 
hundred and forty-nine years after the discovery of the 
} mouth of this stream by La Salle. I was accompanied 00 
i this expedition by Mr. Johnston, of the department, Dr 
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D. Houghton, Lieutenant Allen, U.S. army, and the Rey. Short excursions into the Indian country on horseback an 
W. Z. Boutwell. in carts; but he did not know any place where perma- 
On returning to my encampment on the island in Cass |nent outfits had been sent, except to Riviere Souris, or 
lake, I explained to the Indians, in a formal council, the | Mouse river, west of Red river. He believed that this 
object of my instructions from the department, so far as | traffic was carried on exclusively by the inhabitants of the 
these relate to their hostilities with the Sioux. I found|colony, and not by the Hudson’s Bay Company. I asked 
the gross population of the island, which is called Grand | him whether the Indians of the Lake of the Woods visited 
Isle by the French, to be one hundred and fifty-seven, to|the post of Red lake, and whether our traders were an- 
whom I distributed presents of clothing, ammunition, |noyed in their trade from that quarter by the servants of 
tobacco, and some provisions. I invested Oza Windib ;the Hudson’s Bay Company. He replied that the Lac du 
with a flag and medal, finding him to be looked up to as | Bois Indians came across to Red lake ordinarily; that it is 
the principal man in the band, and there being at present |a three days’ journey; but that no annoyance is expe- 
no one who claimed, or appeared to be as well entitled to jrienced in the trade of that post from the Hudson’s Bay 
the authority of chieftainship. Company factors. He is of opinion that they do not send 
Neezh Opinais, or the Twin Birds, who received a {outfits into any part of the territory south of the national 
medal from Governor Cass, through the intervention of |boundary, beginning at Rat portage, on the Lake of the 
his principal guide, in 1820, was formerly resident at this | Woods. 
lake, but is now incorporated with the band at Red lake. Every assurance being given by the Indians that the 
Isent him a flag, accompanied with a formal message by |portages of the overland route from Cass lake to Leech 
his son, and acknowledged the receipt of a peace pipe |lake were not only practicable for my canoes and bag- 
and stem from Waiwain Jigun, of Red lake, sent out by |gage, but that, by adopting it, a considerable saving 
him through one of the clerks of the American Fur/would be made, both in time and distance, I determined 
Company. ‘These attentions to the ceremonial messages |on returning by it. ‘The first portage was found to be 
of the Indians are of more importance, so far as respects |nine hundred and fifty yards, It lies over a dry sand 
their feelings and friendship, than might be inferred. plain. A small lake, without outlet, is then crossed, and 
Cass lake is about sixteen miles long in the direction|a second portage of four thousand one hundred yards 
that the Mississippi passes through it, and may be esti-|terminates at the banks of another small lake, which has 
mated to be twelve miles wide, exclusive of a spacious {a navigable outlet (for canoes) into an arm of Leech lake. 
prolongation or bayin the direction of Leech lake. It} We accomplished the entire route from the island in Cass 
has four islands, two of which have been considerably |lake to the Guelle Plat’s village, in Leech lake, between 
cultivated. It is the second large lake below the primary |ten o’clock A. M. and ten o’clock P. M., of the 16th of 
forks of the Mississippi, and is decidedly the largest ex-|July. Although the night was dark, and the Indians had 
panse assuming the character of a lake in its entire length jretired to their lodges, a salute was fired by them, and an 
covering a greater square of superfices than Lake Pepin. |eligible spot for an encampment pointed out. It was so 
Idirected one of the men to stretch a cord across its out-|dark as to require torches to find it. The next morning, 
let, which he found to be fifty-four yards, and reported |I found myself in front of a village numbering upwards 
the depth at eight feet. I had previously directeda simi-}of seven hundred souls. They renewed their salute. 





lar measurement of the Mississippi across the joint volume 

produced by the inlet of Sandy Lake river, and found the 

width to be one hundred and ten and one-third yards. 
This lake also receives the tributary of Turtle river 


Johnston and myself to breakfast with him. 


Fresh fish and berries were brought in, in abundance. 
The chief, Guelle Plat, sent his officiator* to invite Mr. 
We found 
him occupying a comfortable and spacious log house of 


about thirty-eight to forty miles distant. From its source | with Indians, apparently the relatives and intimate friends 
there is aseries of portages, with intervening smull lakes, jof the chief, who seated themselves orderly and silently 
by means of which goods are transported across the {around the room. When we arose, the chief assumed 
height of land separating the Mississippi valley from Red |the oratorical attitude, and addressed himself tome. He 
lake and Red river. expressed his regret that I had not been able to visit them 

The Mississippi is but little used by traders going north-|the year before, when I was expected. He hoped I had 
west beyond Cass lake, and not at all beyond Lac Tra-|now come, as I had come by surprise, to remain some 
verse. Itis found to take its rise nearly due west from |days withthem. He said they lived remote, and were in- 
Cass lake. In consequence, its source has seldom been jvolved in wars with their neighbors, and wished my ad- 
visited even by the traders, whose highest point of tempo-|vice. They were not insensible of advice, nor incapable 
rary location is Pamitchi Gumaug, or Lac Traverse, esti- of following it. They were anxious for counsel, and de- 
mated to be forty miles W. N. W. of Cass lake. And |sirous of living at peace, and of keeping the advice which 
this point has been fixed on by Lieutenant Allen as the jhad heretofore been given to them. _ They had been told 
extreme northwest point attained by its waters. to sit still on their lands. _ But their enemies would not 

Representations having been made to the department | permit them to sit still. 2 They were compelled to get up 
on the subject of foreign interference in the trade on this and fight in defence. The Sioux continued to kill their 
frontier, I here addressed a number of queries on the hunters. ‘They had killed his son during the last visit he 
subject to a clerk* engaged in the American trade, who had made to my office. They had never ceased to make 
has been many years a resident of Red lake, and is well|inroads; and he believed there were white men among 
acquainted with the geography and resources of the ad- the Sioux, who stirred them up to go to war against the 
jacent country.¢ He replied that the inhabitants of Pem- |Clippewas. He named one person particularly. It was 
bina made temporary voyages of trade to Voleuse, or jnecessary, he continued, to take some decisive steps to 
Thief river, south of the parallel of forty-nine seconds, }put astop to their inroads, This was the reason why he 
but that they had not built or made a permanent stand jhad let out the war party which had recently returned. 
there. He said that the open nature of the country about | This was the reason why I saw the stains of blood before 
the Red river settlements gave great facilities for making |me. (He alluded, in this expression, to the flags, war 
ois clubs, &c., which decorated one end of the room, all of 
rerngluired of him whether the American traders on that border which had re smeared over them to represent 
Cts = the susthne pad pe dee the Hudson’s Bay pened.) ; — succinctly, Cane the ressons which 

t Louis Dufault. 


Vou. 1X,—Pp 


from the northwest. This is a small river, a rooms. During the repast, the room became filled 


| + The Indian term, mishinowa, has this general meaning, 
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would prevent my making a long visit, and notified him| believed that it had been intended by the Creator that 
that, in consequence of the length of my route yet to| they should be at war with this people; he was not satisf. 
perform, I would assemble them to-day, (17th,) to aj ed with the result of the late war party; his warriors were 
general council at my camp, as soon as I could be prepar-| not satisfied; he complimented their bravery; he disclaim. 
ed. That notice would be given them by the firing of the] ed any merit himself; he said that they had looked fop 
military; and that I should then lay before them the advice} help where they did not find it; they were determined to 
I came to deliver from their great father, the President, {revenge themselves. If the United States did not aig 
and offer them, at the same time, my own counsels on| them, he had it in mind to apply elsewhere for aid. He 
the subjects he had spoken of. clearly referred to, but did not name, the English Goy. 
During the day, constant accessions were made to the} ernment in Canada. His warriors were in a restless state. 
number of Indians from neighboring places. Among|he had sent out his pipe and invitations to the neighboring 
these wasa party of Rainy lake Indians, under the leader-| bands to continue the war; circumstances controlled him; 
ship of a man named Wiawish the Geezhig, or the Open|he could not avoid it; his own feelings were enlisted 
Sky. He represented himself and party as residents at| deeply in the contest. When the enemy killed his son, 
Springing-bow-string lake; said that he had heard of my] he had resolved never to lay down the war club; he had 
passing Lake Winnepec, with an intention to return by| sought for death in battle, but had not met it; all he now 
Leech lake, and came to express his good will, in the] could say was, that, perhaps, he should not lead the next 
hope that he would not be overlooked, kc. I presented] war party; he thought some other person would. 
him, publicly, with a flag, and some clothingand tobacco} He accused persons on the waters of the Upper Missis. 
for himself and party, committing to him a short address|sippi of giving advice to the Sioux, to go to war against 
to be delivered tothe Rainy lake Indians. the Chippewas. He said it was the interest of persons in 
The Mukkundwar, or Pillagers, being present with|the trade to induce the Sioux to extend the territorial 
their chiefs and warriors, women, and children, I display-| boundary northwest; he evinced a familiarity with the 
ed the presents intended for this band on blankets spread| names of persons and places; he did not exempt some 
out on the grass, in front of my tent. I called their at-/ persons, officially connected with the Government in that 
tention to the subjects named in my instructions; to the! quarter, from participating in this course of malcounsel. 
desire of the Government for the restoration of peace to} He complained of the traders; he criticised their con. 
the frontiers, and its parental character in directing the| duct with severity; he thought their prices exorbitant, 
present expedition in carrying its benevolent objects into} and that they were so intent on getting furs that they did 
effect; reminded them of their solemn treaty of peace} not deem it necessary to use much formality in their deal. 
and limits with the Sioux, signed at Tipisagi,* in 1825;) ings with the Indians; he complained of the exclusion of 
enforced the advantages of it in relation to their hunting, | ardent spirits, but, at the same time, admitted that former. 
their trade, &c. &c. I presented the presents in bulk to ly it was brought in to buy up their wild rice, a practice 
the chiefs, who immediately directed their distribution. which left them, at the beginning of cold weather, in a 
Aishkebiggikozh, or the Guelle Plat, was their speaker} destitute situation. 
in reply. He called the attention of the warriors to his} Much of the sentiment of this address appeared to be 
words. He thanked me for the presents, which reminded | uttered for popular effect on the young warriors, who 
him, in amount, of the times when the British held pos-] stood an eager, gazing group around, and made loud re- 
session of that quarter. He pointed across an arm of the| sponses of approbation atevery pause. Such parts of it 
lake, in front, to the position occupied by the Northwest] as were not givenas a reply to my remarks, or contained 
Company’s fort. He said many winters had now passed | allusions entitled to notice, I replied to, aiming to keep 
since the Americans first sent a chief to that post to visit/ their attention fixed on the great principles of the pacific 
them; (alluding to Lieutenant Pike’s visit in the winter of} policy which dictated the letter of instructions under 
1806 and ’7.) He remembered that visit. I had come,| which I visited them, and which I had distinctly laid be. 
he said, to remind them again that the American flag was} fore them on opening the council; and not meaning that 
flying in the land, and to offer them counsels of peace, they should forget them, nor mistake them, in any bursts 
for which they were thankful. They had hoped that I| of feeling, or appeals to the passions or prejudices of ar- 
was to spend more time with them, to enter more fully} dent young men, who only looked to the war path as the 
into their feelings; but, as they must speak on the instant, lavene to personal distinction, and who generally ap- 
they would not lose the opportunity of declaring their} plauded their chiefs with a warmth proportioned to the 
thoughts. ; | plausibility of the pretexts they assigned to justify their 
He thought that the advice of the Americans resembled | young men’s going to war, or to palliate their bad con- 
a rushing wind; it was strong, and went soon; it did not| duct towards the traders or the Government. 
abide long enough to choke up the road. He said that) 1 brought these principles back to their minds, and ex- 
at the treaty of Tipisagi, it had been promised that the} forced them by obvious appeals to some facts which it was 
aggressors should be punished; but that they had even|impossible, equally, to deny or refute. 1 told the chief 
that very year, and almost yearly since, been attacked by| that his political sentiments should be favorably reported 
the Sioux, and some of their nation killed. He said that/to the Government, whose object it was, in the employ- 
they had even been fired on under the wails of the fort at} ment of subordinate officers, to accumulate facts which 
Iishki Buggi Seepi,{ and four of their party killed. He) might form the basis of future action. 
had himself been present. He handed to me a small| So far as related tothe traders withdrawing the article 
bundle of sticks, which he said exhibited the number of|of whiskey from the trade, I felt it due to say that no 
Leech lake Chippewas, who had been killed by the Sioux| hard feelings should be entertained towards them; that it 
since they had touched the quill} at Tipisagi. The num-|was excluded by the office; that the Indians should, in 
ber was forty-three. justice, blame me or blame the Government, and not the 
He lifted up four American medals attached by a string} traders; I was satisfied that the use of whiskey was very 
of wampum, and smeared with vermillion; he said they | hurtful to them in every situation, and felt determined to 
were bloody; he wished me to wipe off the blood; he|employ every means, which the control of the agency of 
said he was himself unable to do it; he found himself] the northwest gave to me, to exclude the article wholly 





irretrievably involved in a war with the Sioux; he said he} and rigidly from the Chippewas, and to set the mark of 


_ disapprobation upon every trader who should make the 


* Prairie du Chien. attempt to introduce it. 
+ St. Peter’s, 


} Signature, is expressed by the ceremony of making their mark, Having an engagement to meet the Sandy lake Indians 
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———— 
on the 21st, (after a lapse of four days,) and an unknown 
route to explore, I terminated the council, by the distri- 
pution of pre-isions to the Rainy lake Indians, guides, 
and chiefs; requested fresh guides for the route into the 
Cagagee or De Corbeau river, and immediately embarked. 
We encamped on the southern shore of Leech lake. 
During the following day, (the 18th,) we accomplished 
the whole route from this lake to the head waters of the 
De Corbeau. It consists of five portages of various length, 
separated by ten small lakes and ponds. The last of the 
portages terminates on the handsomely elevated banks on 
a lake called Kagi Nogum Aug. This lake is the source 
of this fork of the Mississippi. The Guelle Plat, with 
the secondary chief of his band, Magigaubowie, rejoined 
me at the commencement of the fourth portage, and ac- 
companied me to my encampment; he said that he had 
many things which he still wished to consult me on, and 
spent the evening until twelve o’clock in conversation. I 
found him to Soe a reflective and intelligent mind. He 
stated to me his opinions on the Sioux war, the boundary 
jine, the trade, location of trading posts, &c.; he evinced 
the gratified feelings created by the circumstance of my 
yisit to his people, and said he should visit me at the 
agency next year if his life and health were spared. 

We commenced the descent of the De Corbeau on the 
19th. The channel is, at first, small and winding; it ex- 
pands successively into eleven lakes of various dimensions, 
and acquires considerable breadth and velocity before it 
forms its upper forks by the junction with the Shell river. 
We encountered, in this distance, no Indians, but obsery- 
ed, as we had the previous day, traces of the recent war 
party. In passing out of the tenth of the series of lakes, 
the men observed a camp fire on shore, but no person ap- 
peared; it was conjectured to indicate the presence of 
Sioux, who, perceiving the character of the party, had 
fled and concealed themselves. The next day afforded 
no certain evidences of a fixed population. We observed 
continued traces of the recent war party, and other signs 
of temporary occupancy, in the standing camp poles and 
meat racks, which frequently met the eye in our descent. 
We passed the entrance of Leaf river, a large tributary 
from the right, having its source near the banks of Otter 
Tail lake, and the next day had our attention directed to 
the entrance of Prairie river, on the same shore. The 
latter is also a tributary of the first class; it is the war 
road, so to say, between the Chippewas and Sioux, hay- 
ing its source in a lake which is designated, in the treaty 
of Prairie du Chien, as one of the points in the boundary 
line between these two nations. 

The day following, (21st,) the monotony of vegetable 
solitude was broken, by meeting a Chippewa and his fami- 
ly inacanoe; he informed me that we were within a few 
hours’ journey of the mouth of the river; that the Sandy 
lake and Mille Lac Indians were assembled there, awaiting 
my arrival, and that they expected me this day. I found 
this information to be correct. 

We entered the Mississippi about ncon, and saw the 
opposite shore lined with lodges, with the American flag 
conspicuously displayed. The long continued firing and 
shouts of the Indians left me no reason to doubt that my 
arrival was both anticipated and desired. I was gratified 
on being told, within three hours of my arrival, that the 
canoe with the goods and supplies from Sandy lake was in 
sight, and, ina few moments, found the event verified in 
the safe arrival of the men, and the landing of the pack- 
ages. I determined to lose no time in assembling the In- 
dians in council; addressing them on the objects of the 
expedition, and causing the presents to be prepared and 
distributed. I was addressed in reply by the elder chief, 
Grosse Guelle, and also by the brother of the Strong 
Ground, by Waub Ojeeg, and by a young man called 
Nitum E’ Gabo Wai. Peculiarities in the addresses of 
each only require to be adverted to, 
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The Grosse Guelle deemed it important that the line 
between them and the Sioux should be surveyed and 
marked; he said that much of it was a land line, and it 
could not be told by either party where it ran. This was 
true of it, in the section of country immediately west of 
them. The Sioux were inthe habit of trespassing on it, 
and when theirown hunters went out in the pursuit of 
game, they did not like to stop short of the game, and 
they saw no marked line to stop them. He said that it 
had been promised at the treaty that the line should be 
run, and he wished me to refer the subject to the Presi- 
dent. He was in favor of peace now, as he had been at 
Tipisagi and at Fond du Lac. 

Mushkowokumigaw, or the Strong Ground, expressed 
his sentiments through the medium of his brother, who 
was the more ready speaker. He said he had taken a 
part in defending the lines, and he hoped that they might 
be made plain, so that each party could see them; as it is, 
a perpetual pretence is given for crossing the lines. — It 
must be expected that peace would often be broken, 
when it could be so easily done. 

Waub Ojeeg, or the White Fisher, said that he had 
given his influence to peace counsels. He had been pre- 
sent at the treaty of Fond du Lac. But the Sandy lake 
Indians had been lately reproached, as it were, for their 
pacific character, by hearing of the Leech lake war par- 
ty’s passing so near tothem. He hoped that the same 
advice that was given to them, would be given to the 
Sioux. If the Sioux would not come north or east of the 
lines, the Chippewas would promise not to go south or 
west of them. He thought the lines might have been 
differently run, but, as they had been agreed to by their 
old chiefs who were now gone, it would be best to let 
them run as they do. Their hunters, however, always 
came out at the mouth of Sauce river, which had been 
given up to the Sioux. The young man said that he was 
the son of Pugijaimjigun, who had died recently at Sandy 
lake. He said that the medal which he wore had been 
given to his father by me at the treaty of Prairie du Chien 
in 1825, in exchange for a British medal surrendered by 
him. He did not profess to have any experience in poli- 
tical affairs. He had inherited his medal, and hoped to be 
considered by me worthy of it. He expected the re- 
spect due to it. He expressed his friendship, and con- 
firmed his speech with a peace pipe and stem. 

Ascertaining the trading house to be near my encamp- 
ment, after closing the council, I descended the Missis- 
sippi in the evening about eighteen miles, and encamped 
at Prairie Piercee. 

Intelligence had reached this place, a few days before, 
of some skirmishes between the hostile Sacs and Foxes 
and the militia on Rock river, the murder of St. Vrain, 
their agent, and the general alarm consequent in that 
portion of the frontier. 

The distance from the mouth of the De Corbeau to St. 
Anthony’s falls may be computed to exceed two hun- 
dred miles. The line between the Chippewas and Sioux 
crosses from the east to the west of the Mississippi, so as 
to strike and follow up Little Sauc or Watap river, which 
is the first river on the west banks of the Mississippi, 
‘above the mouth of Soc river.” We passed seve- 
ral Chippewa hunters, with their families, along this part 
of the Mississippi, but encountered no Sioux, even on 
that portion of it lying south of their line. 1 was inform- 
ed that they had, in a measure, abandoned this part of the 
country, and I observed no standing Sioux camp poles, 
which are, with this people, a conspicuous sign of occu- 
pancy, and which were in 1820 noticed to extend as high 
up the river as Little Rock, (es Petites Roches. ) 

I passed the portage of the falls of St. Anthony, and 
reached Fort Snelling on the 24th July. There being no 
agent or subagent present, Captain Jouett, the command- 
ing officer, on whom the charge of the agency had tem- 
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porarily devolved, afforded me every facility for commu-| said it put bad feelings into the hearts of the Sioux to a 
nicating to the Sioux the object of my visit to the Chip-|the Chippewas share the bounties of the Government 
pewas, and requesting their concurrence in its accom-| which the Sioux believed the Government intend : 


t i ed ex. 
plishment. For this purpose the Wappeton Sioux were|clusively for them. ms 


Besides, it was difficult to restrain 
collected together at the agency house, on the 25th. I)their feelings of hostility when they came together. Both 


stated to them the object of the visit, and the means| parties were mistrustful. It was only necessary to look 
which had been used to persuade the Chippewas to give| back a few years to perceive what the consequences had 
up war, and to confine themselves within their lines. been. He believed that these tribes ought to be kept apart; 

Ireminded them of the anxiety of their great father, |and one of the best means of keeping them apart was to 
the President, to bring about a firm peace between them |draw their lines plain, and to order presents to be given 
and the Chippewas, and the numerous proofs given them |out on their own lands, and not on each other’s lands. 
of this anxiety, by calling them together at several coun-| fe spoke against the location of any trading post on 
cils, which had this object particularly in view. They |the St. Croix, which should be fixed so near to the lines 
had men of wisdom among them, and they would quickly |as to bring the Sioux and Chippewas into contact. [He 
see how utterly useless it would, however, be for the|also stated reasons why a post at the mouth of the st, 
Chippewas to remain quiet during any single season if| Croix, which is exclusively in the Sioux country, was not 
the Sioux did not also at the same time sit still. necessary.* He wished to keep his band together, and 

I appealed to them to resolve on peace; to take the re-/not to give them excuses for going hither and yon. He 
solution now, to take it sincerely, and to adhere to it|requested me to stop at his village, and to use my influ. 
firmly and forever. I stated to them the request made jence in persuading his people to live in one village, and 
by the Grosse Guelle, and other Chippewa chiefs, re-|not to continue, as they now were, in two distinct yil- 
specting the marking out of their lines, and invited them }lages, which were not, in consequence, so fully under his 
to express their opinions on this subject. 


control.t 
I announced to them the exclusion of whiskey. The W ei TE or the Black Dog, followed him in a 
aged chief Petit Corbeau uttered their reply. speech containing sentiments not at variance with those 
I recognised in this chief one of the signers of the|expressed by the Little Crow. Its distinguishing feature 
grant of land made at this place twenty-six years ago, | was, however, its reference to the indulgences formerly 
when the site of the fort was first visited and selected by | granted to the Sioux at this post. He thought it hard that 
the late General Pike. He adverted to the agency which | these indulgences should be withdrawn or curtailed; and 
he had exercised for many years in managing the affairs}he could not comprehend how such a course could be 
of his people. They lived upon the river; they were|consistent with professions of friendship on the part of 
constantly in sight; they were in the habit of being con-| officers of the United States. He referred particularly 
sulted; his ears had always been open to the Americans; /|to the indiscriminate visiting at the fort, and the purchase 
he had listened to their counsels; he would still listen to|of ardent spirits from the sutler. 
them, although they were at present in a depressed situ- + Cahrahcah said that he had been present with the 
ation. He adverted particularly to the existing war with] Petit Corbeau at the signing of the treaty of cession at 
the Saucs, and the accusations which had been thrown out! St. Peter’s, and it was owing to this act that the American 
against the Sioux pariy which had gone down to join the/ flag was now displayed there. He had sustained this 
American standard, but had returned. He denied that|chief in his 


public acts, and he concurred with him in 
they felt any friendship for the Saucs and Foxes. He said | what he had uttered about the Chippewa war, and _ also 
they were willing to go against them again if requested | the existing troubles with the Black Hawk. He re pel- 
by the commanding officer. | led the idea that the Sioux were friendly to the Saucs and 
He spoke on the subject of the Chippewa war at some | Foxes in the present controversy. They had often struck 
length, adverting to a time when this people did not) the Sioux. They were a people who were never at ease 
approach so near to the river, when they dared not}The Sioux war club had also been often lifted against 
approach so near to it. He thought the lines were|them, and it was ready to be lifted again. They were rea- 
drawn too close upon them on the St. Croix; that the | dy to hear the commanding officer, who was sitting pre- 
young men could not go out hunting, but quickly they found | sent, say ‘* strike.” 
themselves beyond the lines. He thought they might} The details of my route through the St. Croix and 
even now be driven back were it undertaken in earnest. | Burntwood rivers do not essentially vary the aspect of 
He said the chief of Leech lake was wrong to appeal) northwestern Indian affairs given above. Facts commu- 
to me to wipe the blood off his medals; he ought to be|nicated, expressive of the then existing state of fecling 
able to wipe it off himself. 





It was pitiful to make this| respecting the Sauc disturbances, were promptly rej 
appeal for men who were able to do a thing themselves. | ed to his excellency George B. Porter, Governor of Mi 
He referred to the late Chippewa war party. He said) chigan, in a letter, of which I have the honor herewith to 
that a relative of his had been killed—blood would caii| furnish a copy. The proposition of running out and 


for blood. He did not rule the Sessitons; he thought they | marking their territorial lines, as a means of preserving 
would repay the blow. 


His own advice had been pacific. | peace, was approved; the recent meeting on the St. Crois, 

He had received my wampum last year, and smoked the] for the purpose of renewing pledges of peace, declared 

pipe with the St. Croix Chippewas. ‘1 hey were their|to be sincere on the part of the Chippewas;-and senti- 
: . ‘ AE a ms . ° ; 

neighbors; they were now at peace; they wished to re poe of friendship to the Government, and welcome to 

main so; they would act by my advice. Ife thanked me| myself, expressed at each of the councils which I held 

for the advice. He warmly approbated the proposition) with them. 

to run out the lines; he said it had been mentioned at the In submitting to the department this summary of facts 

treaty; and although the lines had not been adjusted to| resulting from my visit to the source of the Mississippi, | 

the full satisfaction of all, perhaps they could never be} take the occasion to remark, that, whatever may be the 

settled better. He, therefore, united in requesting that 

the President might be asked to direct white men to esta- ; * I enclose the copy of a letter on the subject of posts, &e. addressed 
: ioe cs sa cians ayvea| UY me to General J. M, Street, agent at Prairie du Chien. 

blish them. It would be BOPSeEATy however » to have Tt On my arrival at the Petit Corbeau’s village, his people fired a sa- 

both parties by. lute with ball, and, after making further remarks on the state of their 

He arain adverted to the difficulties between them and | #Mairs, he presented me a peace pipe and stem, 

| we oO Fe ae po} ¢ Uhis, with the other Sioux names, was written with pencil! on 

the Chippewas; he thought that these difficulties were} : 


a : ; : =F wallet notes, and being partiaily obliterated, it may not be ¢ 
kept alive by the visits of the Chippewas to this post; he| rectly transeribed. 
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present state of feeling of the tribes on that stream above 
prairie du Chien, respecting the Government of the Unit- 
ed States, causes are in silent, but active operation, which 
will hereafter bring them into contact with our frontier 
settlements, and renew, at two or three separate periods, 
in their hostility, the necessity of resorting to arms to 
quell or pacify them. The grounds of this cpinion I need 
not now specify, further than to indicate that they exist 
in the conditior and character of opposite lines of an 
extensive frontier population, which will inevitably com- 
pel the one to press, and the other to recede or resist. 
This process of repulsion and resistance will continue, if 
Ihave not much mistaken the character of that stream, 


miles above the point I have indicated. I advert to this 
topic not in the spirit of exciting immediate alarm, for 
there are no reasons for it, but for the purpose of calling 
the attention of the Secretary of War, through you, sir, 
to the importance of keeping up, and not withdrawing or} 
reducing, the Northwestern posts and agencies; and to ex- 
press the opinion that the advice and influence of the 
Government upon these tribes would fall nearly pow- 
erless, without ready and visible means, upon the fron-| 
tiers, of causing its counsels to be respected. Christian-| 
ity, schools, and agriculture, will do much to meliorate 
their condition and subdue their animosities, but it is a| 
species of influence which has not yet been felt, in any| 
general effects, in this quarter. Among the means of se 
curing their friendship and preserving peace, I have the | 
honor to suggest that beneficial effects would result from | 
following out the system of exploratory visits, by extend-| 
ing them to the region of Lac du Flambeau, and to that 
portion of the peninsula of Michigan lying north of Grand 
river. A deputation of the Chippewas from the sources! 
of the Mississippi and Lake Superior to the seat of Go-| 
vernment, would also prove advantageous. 
So far as respects the state of hostilities among the} 
Sioux and Chippewas, it must be expected that continu-| 
ed efforts will be necessary effectually to check it. No-! 
thing could perhaps now be done, which would tend so} 
directly to promote this end, as the surveying of the lines) 
agreed on between themselves at the treaty of Prairie du) 
Chier, of 1825. 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, 





Your obedient servant, 


HENRY R. SCHOOLCRAFT, J. .2. 


LIVE OAK. 
Hovst or Representatives, December 15, 1832. 


Report of the Secretary of the Navy on the subject of 
Live Oak. 


Navy Derantment, December 14, 1832. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit this communication, i 
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and have accordingly confined my remarks to the subject 
of live oak. 

In respect to the ‘‘further information,” which has 
been furnished by the agents, concerning that kind of 
timber, since the passage of the resolution, and which in- 
formation is first called for, I would observe, that fre- 
quent and extensive additions have been made to what 
was before procured; but, from the circumstances under 
which the agents necessarily obtain new information, it 
has been forwarded in very detached portions. Merely 
laying copies of their several communications before Con- 
gress, would exhibit a mass of undigested matter, which 
would not readily afford any definite conclusions. 

It has, therefore, been deemed proper to extract the 
material facts contained in all the correspondence of the 
agents under the present system, and to arrange them in 
as clear a manner asthe general, and, in some degree, 
uncertain nature of the examinations and estimates would 
permit. The result of the whole is submitted in a ta- 
bular statement. 

This statement shows, as nearly as practicable, the pre- 


|sent number of trees growing on what are supposed to be 


public lands in each of the seven districts between the 
St. Mary’s and the Sabine rivers, so far as each hos been 
explored by these agents. 

It also gives the estimated number of cubic feet in those 
trees suitable for the frames of ships of the line, frigates, 
sloops, and schooners. It indicates the parts of each dis- 
trict in which the trees grow, their distance from naviga- 
ble water, and whether the lands on which they grow 
have yet been surveyed, or reserved, or recommended to 
be reserved, when hereafter surveyed. 

Another statement has been prepared, in a similar man- 
ner, relative to the live oak trees incidentally noticed and 
reported by these agents, as growing within their dis- 
tricts on private lands. But as the examinations of such 
trees were not officially required of them, except where 
very numerous and valuable, this statement is doubtless 
more imperfect, and more below the whole quantity of 
trees growing on private lands within their districts, than 


|is the first mentioned statement of trees growing on the 


public lands. 

To meet the views of the select committee on the sub- 
ject of live oak, appointed at the last session of Congress, 
the localities of most of the trees described in both these 


statements have been marked by the draughtsman of the 
i 


department, upon the map. On the accuracy of the 
|statements, it may be proper to remark, what must be 
| fully apparent to all acquainted with the difficulties of this 
subject, that the department can only vouch for their 
lcorrectness as careful compilations from the reports of 
) the agents. 

| These agents, however intelligent and faithful, could 
1; not attain perfect certainty in their examinations, but are 





compliance with the last clause of a resolution of the} believed to have generally evinced capacity and accuracy 


House of Representatives, passed February 25th, 1832 
on the subject of live oak. 
That clause requested the Secretary of the Navy to re 


»|in the discharge of the duties confided to them. 
| A few circumstances, which have occurred to me as 
-| likely to possess some bearing on the whole result of their 


port to the House, ‘‘at an early period of the next session! proceedings, and therefore entitled to consideration in 


of Congress, such further information on this subject a 


s| forming an opinion on them, I deem it my duty to sug- 


he may be furnished with by the agents, or others who! gest for the attention of Congress. 


may be employed in the service, with his views of the) 


A portion of these trees, when cut, may be found de- 


best means of preserving the naval timber growing on the | cayed by age, or injured by wind-shakes, beyond the al- 


public lands; or, if he deem it necessary, that he lay be 


fore the House a plan or system which he may think best! of the agents. 


calculated to secure to the nation an adequate supply o 
this material, either by cultivation or the purchase of land 
now containing such supply.” 


-|lowance made on these accounts in the reports of some 
In this kind of timber, as decay generally 
f| commences at the heart, it is hardly possible to decide 
s| with correctness on the extent of such defects until the 

tree is felled. Another portion of these trees in the fu- 


As the preceding clauses in this resolution related to no| ture settlement of titles to the lands in some of the dis- 
other timber than live oak, and as the examinations of the/tricts, may be found to grow on soil not owned by the 


agents have been directed chiefly to that material, I pre 


sy 
u 


med that such timber only was in this case intended to| statement, as being on public lands. 
be embraced under the expression of ‘*navy timber,’’| cially in some parts of Florida, continue in much doubt, 


-| public, though the trees are repo ted, in the first tabular 
Those titles, espe- 
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but less so, it is believed, on the seacoast, where the live 
oak is more abundant and valuable than in the interior. 
Only about one-seventeenth of the land included in the 
seven districts, is computed to belong, at this time, to 
private persons. 

Some of these trees may be found so situated as to na- 
vigable water, that the value of their timber will not be 
sufficient to pay for its transportation. The specific gra- 
vity of live oak is from one-fifth to one-sixth greater than 
that of water, and the trees generally grow where the 
roads are so bad, and the soil so moist, that the transpor- 
tation by land, for any considerable distance, of so heavy 
an article, and in such large pieces as are required for 
nayal purposes, would be either impracticable or exceed- 
ingly expensive. 

Part of these trees are so sparsely scattered, and in 
such detached situations, that the agents have not consi- 
dered their worth sufficient to justify recommendations to 
reserve the lands on which they grow: others are on 
lands which have not yet been reserved, because not sur- 
veyed. 

In fine, a portion of these trees, while standing, and 
before wanted for immediate use or deposite, must be 
considered as exposed to certain loss by depredations, 
gales, fires, and natural decay. 

On the other hand, before wanted, much young growth, 
not now included in the reports of the agents, will have 
increased in size so as to become valuable; and, without 
doubt, some other trees will be discovered in the explor- 
ed districts, which have now escaped research; and many 
more trees will be found in those portions of two of the 
districts which have not yet been even partially explored. 

It is to be recollected, also, that the scattered trees, not 
in sufficient quantities on the public lands to justify their 
reservation, and those trees on lands now supposed to be 
public, but which may hereafter prove to belong to indi- 
viduals, although they must all hereafter be deducted 
from the first tabular statement, will still constitute addi- 
tions to the second statement; and, with most of the trees 
in it, will probably contribute as useful resources, either 
in private hands, to supply, by contract, the more early 
wants ofthe navy, or, ina few instances, to be purchased 
and reserved by the Government, with the soil on which 
they grow, wherever and whenever their great number 
to the acre, and the urgent necessities of the public ser- 
vice, may be thought to render such a course judicious. 

Without any additions or deductions on account of these 
circumstances, the amount of which additions and de- 
ductions it would not be possible to fix with great cer- 
tainty, but which every person can estimate for himself, 
it will be seen that the whole number of live oak trees 
suitable for shipbuilding, which the agents under the 
present system have yet examined and reported as now 
growing on the public lands, is about 144,655. 

These, at twenty cubic feet per tree on an average, 
which is the estimate adopted by some persons, would 
furnish 2,893,100 cubic feet of timber. Others, of much 
experience, calculate that such trees ‘‘of the ordinary 
size,”? would each, on an average, yield at least eighty 
cubic feet. [Rep.102, Ho. Reps. 21st Cong. 2d sess. 78 
page. ] : , 

This would increase the whole quantity to 11,572,400 
cubic feet. About fifty feet, the mean between the two 
estimates above mentioned, will probably be found the 
most accurate; as the quantity to each oak timber tree, 
on an average, in England, is computed at forty-five fect, 
and the live oak, though it may not be generally of so 
great height as the British oak, yet, from its longer hori- 
zontal limbs, it often yields more ship timber. At this 
rate of computation, there would be 7,232,750 cubic 
feet. 

The proportion of this timber, as found growing and 
suitable for shipbuilding, which is large enough to con- 


struct ships of the line, is sometimes considered about 
one-half; and to construct frigates, about one-third; and 
to construct sloops and schooners, one-sixth. 

But, reducing this ay ago to one-fourth for ships 
of the line, one-fourth for frigates, and one-half for 
sloops and schooners, which must be within the truth, 
(Doc. 178, Ho. of Reps. page 26, March, 1832,] and com. 
puting thirty-four thousand cubic feet as sufficient for the 
frame of a ship of the line, twenty-three thousand for tha; 
of a frigate of the first class, eighteen thousand for one 
of the second class, eight thousand for that of a sloop, and 
one thousand eight hundred for that of a schooner, which 
are near the average quantities; and the whole first named 
number of feet on public lands would suffice for the 
frames of 173 vessels: one-fourth of these would be ships 
of the line, one-fourth frigates, and one-half sloops and 
schooners, the two last in equal proportions. 

The whole second named number of feet on public 
lands would suffice for 69S, and the medium number of 
feet for 433 similar vessels. 

It will further be seen by the second tabular statement, 
that, pursuing the same course of calculation, the number 
of trees as yet reported by these agents as now growing on 
private lands, being in all 8,975, their contents in ship tim- 
ber would be, on the three different estimates before men- 
tioned, 179,500, or 718,000, or 448,750 cubic feet. This, 
if all of it should hereafter be obtained for the navy, would 
prove sufficient for 10, or 43, or 27 vessels, as one or the 
other of the above estimates should be adopted. With. 
out any increase for other trees known to exist in Georgia 
and South Carolina on private lands, and, in portions 
of some of these districts, on both private and public 
lands not yet fully examined by these agents, the above 
results, I am aware, are much larger than what have been 
published as the opinions of some intelligent persons on 
the whole supposed quantities of live oak timber grow- 
ing in this country. But it is to be recollected that those 
opinions were founded on observations and explorations 
much more limited and imperfect, and made in part at 
such remote periods, as to leave it greatly conjectural 
how little of the timber, once seen, still remained uncut 
and undestroyed. The present results, also, large as 
they are, might be expected to exceed the computations 
of any individual heretofore, as they embody all the de- 
tached and more careful examinations of many individuals. 
Giving the quantity now remaining, from actual inspec- 
tion, and on the public lands, not from rumor or estimates 
made at a distance, except ina single case, which is par- 
ticularized, they likewise have some superior claims to 
correctness. 

2d. The second point embraced in the resolution isa 
statement of my ‘‘ views of the best means of preserving 
the navy timber growing on the public lands.” 

On this subject, the legal remedies which now exist for 
depredations committed are deemed sufficient so far as 
respects punishment. But, for the detection and pre- 
vention of trespasses, I think it should be further provid- 
ed by law that the masters of vessels which sail from 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, or Louisiana, laden with 
live oak, should furnish to the collector, before alloweda 
clearance, satisfactory evidence that the timber was cut 
on private lands; or, if on public lands, was cut with the 
permission of the proper officers. As an additional se- 
curity against depredations, and particularly against inju- 
ries by fires, I would recommend that it be made the du- 
ty of all public officers in the above named States and 
Territory connected with the customs and the land offices 
to keep a vigilant eye on the security of our live oak, and 
to prosecute persons known to be guilty of gross neglect 
or wanton wrong, to the damage of this species of pub- 
lic property. These provisions, added to the presert 
laws, and coupled with the prompt reservation of the 
lands on which valuable growths of timber exist, as fast 
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as the country is surveyed where they exist, will consti-| tity needed for the vessels which sound policy may 
tute, in my opinion, ‘*the best means of preserving the} quire us to keep in ordinary, and on the stocks, or the 





navy timber growing on the public lands.” 

$d. The last section of the resolution requests the Se- 
cretary of the Navy, ‘‘if he deem it necessary, that he 
lay before the House a plan or system which he may think 
pest calculated to secure to the nation an adequate sup- 

ly of this material, either by cultivation or purchase of 
me now containing such supply.” 

The Select Committee on Live Oak, appointed the last 
session, made a similar request, and extended it to some 
other particulars bearing on this subject, and which re- 
quest, so far as not then answered, I will endeavor to com- 
ply with in the course of my remarks under this branch 
of the present inquiry. 
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re- 


quantity in live oak timber which the same policy may re- 
quire us to place in depot, to aid in enabling us to in- 
crease, at any time, our force in commission, so as to meet 
any future emergencies of the country, is rather a matter 
of public expediency than of indispensable necessity. It 
will depend on arguments as to the proper size of our 
naval establishment, and the proper extent of our collec- 
tion of naval materials to meet future contingencies, and 
about which opinions may somewhat differ, and which 
will soon be examined, rather than on an immediate, ob- 
vious, and indispensable want, about which little diver- 
sity of sentiment can prevail. 

The first indispensable quantity, which is that for small 


The diversity of views, and the conflicting interests, | annual repairs of the live oak frames of our vessels kept 


known to be connected with any course which the Go- 
yerament might be advised to pursue hereafter on this 


in commission, will probably not much exceed one thou- 
sand seven hundred feet per year, or about one per cent. 


portion of the resolution, will undoubtedly expose all opi-| on the whole quantity of these frames. 


nions, recommending any particular course, to some se- 


Though this amount may appear small, it will undoubt- 





verity of criticism, and might, in the present unfinished | edly be found ample for the object, when we advert to 
state of the examinations by our agents, have furnished | the kind of repairs here specified; to the durability of the 
me with a sufficient apology for not expressing, at this| timber used in the frames to be repaired; to the unexpos- 
time, any decided sentiments on so controverted a topic. |ed parts of the vessel in which it is used, and to the fa- 
But, believing that some of the difficulties hitherto existing | vorable result of our experience on this subject, which will 
arose from defective information, which the recent exa-| hereafter be detailed. 
minations by the agents, as far as completed, and the col-| The next indispensable quantity, which is that wanted 
lection of certain material facts accessible to the depart-|to take the place of what live oak in frames may be lost 
ment, would tend to remove, and that it might be consi- | while in commission, by great decay, by fire, shipwreck, 
dered as avoiding responsibility and labor not to comply | and war, will probably not exceed eight thousand five hun- 
with the apparent wishes of the House of Representatives, | dred cubic feet per year. This last computation is found- 
as fully as practicable, I have not hesitated to present, un-|ed on :he estimate, that, in the ordinary course of events, 
der this head, so far as my exertions could extend, every | it will become necessary, from great decays, and from 
fact and estimate that appeared pertinent to the inquiry, | disasters, either virtually, by large repairs, or actually, 
and likely to be useful in the future deliberations and|by either rebuilding, or by the substitution of other ves- 
legislation of Congress on this important portion of the | sels already built, to replace all our force of live oak ves- 
resolution. sels now in commission during the lapse of the next fifth 
In only a few of the computations which may be offer-| of a century. 
ed, do I profess to have attained perfect accuracy; but,| This force consists of four frigates, nine sloops, and se- 
in all of them, there has been attempted the nearest ap-|ven schooners; all the frames of which, except of one 
proximation to it which the defective materials before me, | schooner, are, in part, or altogether, composed of live 
and the uncertain nature of the subject, permitted. I en-joak. At the rate of computation before suggested as cor- 
tertain no doubt that those who are acquainted with the | rect, those of live oak contain about one hundred and 
inherent difficulties attending this inquiry, and the con-| sixty-five thousand four hundred and eighty cubic feet; 
tradictory opinions generally prevalent on this part of the | and one-twentieth of that is eight thousand two hundred 
subject, will exercise the liberality duly to appreciate my | and seventy-four feet, or about five per cent. on the 
motives, and to make suitable allowances for any uninten-| whole quantity at present in commission. This aug- 
tional errors. |mented to eight thousand five hundred feet, and the 
In order to decide, judiciously, on a proper ‘* plan or| seventeen hundred estimated for small repairs, will toge- 
system” in future, either for purchasing more lands, now | ther amount to over six per cent. on the frames actually 
covered with a valuable growth of live oak, or for culti-|in service, as the quantity here computed necessary to 
vating, artificially, this kind of tree on any lands, and in! maintain them entire. Without, at this time, offering 
any particular method, it will be necessary, first, to as-|any thing more on the basis of these calculations, but the 
certain our probable demands, in future, for that species| general correctness of which will be illustrated in the 
of timber, and, afterwards, our means of obtaining a suf-| course of this report, it may be seen that these two esti- 
ficient supply of it to meet those demands, either from | mates will require to be provided for small repairs, and 
materials now on hand, or by contracts from private lands, for replacing losses, from all causes, in our live oak ves- 
or from the public domain, in its present condition. |sels in commission, about ten thousand two hundred cu- 
The frames of our public vessels are the only parts of|bic feet annually, or at the average rate per year of a 
them usually constructed of live oak timber, and the com. | quantity more than sufficient for one new sloop, or each 
putations will, therefore, be confined to a supply for the |two years about enough for a frigate of the first class, or 
frames, each three years almost enough for a ship of the line. 
Upon the hypothesis that our force in commission will,| In regard to the procurement of these indispensable 





or some years, be continued at about its present size, 
and on the propriety of which hypothesis some remarks 
may hereafter be offered, it will be indispensable to pro- 
vide annually a small quantity of live oak timber for ordi- 
haty repairs, and another quantity, somewhat larger, to 
take the places of such vessels as may be lost by accident, 
wars, and great natural decay. I have turned my at- 


supplies, the first quantity for annual repairs, considering 
the use for which it is wanted, must be obtained in de- 
tached pieces; and, as we now have on hand seventy-five 
thousand feet of live oak, purchased for repairs, and 
of which over fifty thousand is intended for ordinary ones, 
it could, for twenty or thirty years, be furnished from that 
source, and afterwards, if necessary, from timber in dee 


tention, first, to the quantities deemed indispensable, and 
‘ave considered those for the objects just named as the 
ouly ones strictly indispensable, because the further quan- 


pot. s 
The second quantity could mostly, and to great advan- 
tage, be obtained, for many years, by substituting our 
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vessels now in ordinary, whenever they are of the size| repairs of all vessels afloat, have probably been about one 
wanted. The frames of such of them as were built of} hundred and sixty-eight thousand cubic feet. 
live oak, contain about three hundred and twenty-two} The basis of this, and most of my other material calcy. 
thousand six hundred and thirty-three cubic feet; being) lations will be given, in order that any errors may be de. 
an amount, nominally, sufficient to replace more than| tected, and, in the final result, all due corrections anq 
twice the loss of our whole force in commission. The} allowances be made, not only on account of arithmetic) 
frames of the Macedonian, Hudson, and Cyane, anc two-| mistakes, but diversities of opinion on any of the import. 
thirds of that of the Guerriere, are excluded from this] ant data entering into the elements of those calculations, 
computation, as not being of live oak; and other large} Our purchases of live oak timber, for all kinds of re. 
deductions should undoubtedly be made from the extent} pairs during the last ten years, have been 75,000 feet. 
of this source of supply, in consequence of the advanced] previous to that, our records on this subject are defec. 
age of a number of the live oak vessels in ordinary, and| tive, and the amount is to be estimated. As the above 
the future decay to which they are all liable while remain-| 75,000 feet included 10,000 for the rebuilding of one liye 
ing in ordinary. oak vessel, and 57,000 for the repair and rebuilding of 
Besides this source of supply to replace those in com-| other vessels not before constructed of live oak, and as 
mission, we have vessels on the stocks which contain in| similar occurrences are not known to have happened be. 
their frames about three hundred and fifty-four thousand | fore, I have computed the purchases during the previous 
cubic feet, and constitute a sure and more durable resort, | ten years at only two-thirds as much, or 50,000 feet; and 
when necessary, than those in ordinary. during the fifteen years still previous, when our vessels 
These vessels, now on the stocks, are sheltered from| were fewer and newer, at the rate of only one-half as 
injury by the weather; are not decayed by either wet or] much as in the succeeding ten years, or 37,500 feet; mak. 
dry rot; are little exposed to future damage, except by| ing in all, with an addition of about four per cent. for er. 
fire; and, until launched, bid fair to continue sound, at} rors, the above amount of 168,000 cubic feet. The por. 
least in their frames, for some generations. tion of this whole quantity which has been actually used 
Again: beyond both of those resources to replace lost| for small ordinary repairs of our live oak vessels is not 
and decayed vessels now in commission, are the live oak| readily to be ascertained, but it is a very important in. 
frames in deposite at the different yards, and to which, quiry, with a view to estimating, as accurately as possible, 
in case of necessity, a resort might be had. These ¢on | what may be the extent of our annual demands hereafter 
tain over four hundred and thirty-one thousand eight hun-| for that species of repairs. 
dred and forty-five cubic feet of timber, or nearly thric« The amouut we have actually used for that purpose 
the quantity now in commission; and they will probably! has, according to my estimate, been only about 33,000 
remain not essentially injured for centuries, if receiving] feet. ‘he basis of this estimate is, that for all kinds of 
proper attention, and if, in the mean time, they are not} repairs during the last ten years to the frames of our ves- 
wanted for public purposes. \sels, it cannot be ascertained that we have used over 
These general remarks and estimates are presented} 54,000 feet of live oak timber. Our record shows 
merely with a view to furnish some aid in forming a just} that 42,090 of that has been used in other repairs than 


opinion on the true extent and character of our resources| small and ordinary ones, to the live oak frames of vessels, 
; 


on hand in live oak timber, and on their sufficiency, if} 
required, to meet, for a time, our indispensable wants of 
that kind of timber. 

But it is by no means recommended to place entire re- 
liance, even for our indispensable wants, or any large 
portion of them, upon the resources just enumerated. 


and, consequently, leave only 12,000 feet, or an average 
of 1,200 per year, as the probable amount consumed in 
this last description of repairs. Computing these last, 
during the ten previous years, to have been equally large, 
as that time included a period of war, and during the first 
fifteen years of our more limited establishment, to hav. 
On the contrary, some further remarks and estimates} been at the rate of only half as large, and the result would 
will now be presented, with a design to throw additional] be, as above stated, but 33,000 feet, actually used hitherto 
light on the extent of our resources in live oak timber, | for the small repairs of the live oak frames of all our vessels. 
whether growing or cut, and in various shapes now on| The correctness of this result is strengthened by the 
hand; and whether growing on public or private lands,| circumstance that, of the whole amount of 168,000 feet, 
but yet suitable and available to meet all such demands} purchased for repairs, we are able to ascertain that about 
for that kind of timber as may be required in this country, | 57,000 have been used, and are now using, to repair and 
no less by a future sound policy on naval subjects, than] rebuild frames before constructed of other than live 
by our indispensable wants. timber; and about 20,000 have been used to repair largely, 

In this inquiry, it is desirable, first, to ascertain, as near|and to rebuild vessels before constructed of live oak. We 
as may be, what has beenthe extent ofall our former de-| bave now on hand, for the purpose of ordinary repairs, 
mands in the navy for live oak timber; and then to esti-|] about 50,000; and these three items, with the 33.000 feet 
mate, from that extent, and other considerations, what] before estimated as used for small repairs, would absorb 
those demands will probably be hereafter. It will next|the whole purchases except 8,000 feet. It is known that 
become proper to ascertain whence and how the supply]|some of this 8,000 feet has been used in the ordnance ser- 
for those former demands has been obtained; and then, | vice during the late war, and that some has been occa 
from that result, and other information bearing on the sub sionally diverted to still other public purposes; and all of 
ject, to estimate whence and how the supply for our fu-| which, with the casualties of over a fourth of a century, 
ture demands is to be obtained. would probably equal the whole balance. 

All our purchases and use of live oak timber, hereto- Though this estimate makes the actual use of timber 
fore, for annual repairs; all our purchases and use of the} for the small repairs of our live oak vessels during the 
same kind of timber for the immediate building of ves-|last thirty-five years to have been, on an average, less 
sels, and all our purchases and deposites still remaining|than 1,000 feet annually, and during the last ten years 
for the future gradual improvement of our navy, cannot/only 1,200 feet annually, yet our future demand for that 
be ascertained with accuracy, but probably can be com-| purpose must be computed much higher. A number of 


puted so nearly to the truth as to furnish material aid in | the live oak vessels afloat are very old; most of them have 
forming an opinion on the whole extent of all our de-| 


been launched over ten years. The whole repairs in 
mands, both hitherto, and hereafter, for live oak timber.|/them must become larger, and a plain line between 

It is gathered from our records and other sources, that |** small” and « 
our former purchases of live oak timber for 
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Under these circumstances, coupled with a due allow- 
ance for errors in our result as to the past, I think that 
3,400 feet annually will be a proper and a liberal esti- 
mate for our future demands of live oak for the purpose 
of small ordinary repairs. This is an aggregate of about 
one per cent. on our force in commission, and of about 
one-half of one per cent. on that in ordinary, or, on an 
average, nearly three-fourths of one per cent. on the 
whole force afloat. Our navy board consider two per 
cent., on what is afloat, as a fair estimate of this species 
of timber annually wanted for all kinds of repairs. 

Deeming this to be correct, the portion of it I have 
computed to be chargeable to small ordinary repairs 
hereafter, is much greater than my estimate before made 
is of our actual past use for this kind of repairs out of the 
whole. 

As further evidence that I have thus computed enough 
for this kind of repairs, it will be observed that the pro- 
portion for small repairs out of the whole would, in fact, 
be somewhat greater for the past than the future, as the 
large repairs in the frames of our live oak vessels here- 
tofore, have, in only one case, been known to exceed 
fifty per cent. on their original cost, while, as our vessels 
grow older, the larger repairs must be more frequent, 
and constitute a larger proportion of the whole. 

Much light cannot be thrown on this subject by the 
yearly appropriations for all our repairs as compared with 
the computed original cost of our vessels. Those appro- 
priations have been for some years over eight per cent. 
on that cost. But this has included not only repairs 
of the vessels, but of their equipments, and of other 
parts of less durable timber, as well as of the frames, and 
large as well as small repairs, and the labor in making all 
these repairs. In fact, it presents not far from the amount 
in money deemed necessary not merely to repair the 
frames, but to maintain entire the materials of every kind 
in our whole force afloat. It happens also that very little | 
pertinent information on this point can be derived from | 
foreign services. The French estimate that their vessels | 
will require to be slightly repaired in four years, tho- | 
roughly in eight, and virtually, if not nominally, rebuilt 
in eleven years. 

The British estimate that ‘‘ small’’ repairs will be ne-| 
cessary in five or six years, and ‘‘ very small’ sooner. | 
Though they divide repairs into various grades and titles, | 
from “very small,”’ at 1-8 of the original cost, and * small,” | 
at 1-5, up to ** large,” at 9-10, and ‘* very large,” at first | 
cost, yet I have not found the average time for each kind | 
estimated, except as the whole average duration of their | 
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the next subject of inquiry. It is well known that these 
purchases have heretofore been very irregular. But all 
this timber which has been used in the frames of public 
vessels constructed since A. D. 1797, whether originally 
purchased for that or other purposes, has been about 
974,363 cubic feet. ‘This is on an average about 27,838 
feet per year. What may be the extent of our an- 
nual demands on this account in future, will depend, im 
some measure, on fluctuations in policy as to the whole 
size of our naval establishment, on the amount of force 
deemed proper to be kept in commission, on misfortunes 
in war and by shipwreck, on the future decay of our ves- 
sels already built, and much on the circumstance whether 
the quantity of live oak required in consequence of these 
causes, shall, for many years, be supplied entirely or par- 
tially by rebuilding anew, and by purchases for that ob- 
ject, or entirely by substituting other vessels now in or- 
dinary and on the stocks, and by taking frames already in 
depot. 

But should this quantity be supplied hereafter in such 
manner as not to diminish the sum total of our present 
force of live oak in commission, in ordinary, and on the 
stocks, though we might advantageously, as new vessels 
are wanted in commission, supply our necessities from 
those in ordinary, when of the size wanted, and propor- 
tionably increase the number of those on the stocks, since 
vessels in the latter state are preserved with less injury 
than in the former; and should it be made in such man- 
ner as not to diminish our frames in depot, but allow their 
annual increase in the mode lately practised, and now, as 
well as heretofore, earnestly recommended, we shall then 
pursue that manner in furnishing the quantity needed, 
which seems to me least exceptionable and most conso- 
nant to the only correct general policy on the subject of 
our navy. In that event, there would probably be requir- 
ed about one-twentieth of the present quantity of live oak 
in commission, or 8,274 feet, and one-thirtieth of that in 
ordinary, or 10,754 feet, to supply the average annual 
losses by large and entire decay in the frames of vessels 
of those two descriptions. To this may be added, in or- 
der to meet every probable and almost possible contin- 
gency, about one-half of one per cent. for losses by ship- 
wreck on those ia commission, amounting to about 827 
feet, and about one-third of one per cent. more for losses 
by accidental fire on all in commission, in ordinary, on 
the stocks, and on all timber in depot under sheds. This 
last one-third of one per cent. will be about 4,246 feet. 
These estimates for shipwreck and fire exceed any thing 
which our experience, as hereafter detailed, would justi- 






























































































































































































































































vessels is now computed at about thirteen years. Some-| fy, but are adopted to meet any plausible, though large 
times all their repairs are estimated at one-seventy-second | computation, for the future. These all would constitute, 
per year of the quantity of timber afloat, or equal to one-| under this head, about 24,101 feet per year as a second 
fourth of what is deemed necessary to keep up annually | item in our annual permanent demands to be supplied. 
their establishment entire. | This quantity, it will be seen, is about one-twentieth, or 

But, as might be expected, considering the inferior du-| 5 per cent. of the whole frames afloat. If the amount 
rability of fir and of all other oak to live oak, and the less | for small repairs be added to it, making together 27,101 
proportion of repairs required on frames than other parts | feet, it would be almost 5} per cent., or over one-eigh- 
of a vessel, all these expenditures are in a ratio nearly | teenth of the whole afloat. This is deemed requisite to 
one-half larger than our estimate for future small repairs | keep up, in all respects, the live oak frames of the entire 
on only our live oak frames, and, making a due allowance | establishment in commission and ordinary. In England it 
for every circumstance, rather confirm than impair the |is estimated by some that one-eighteenth is necessary for 
results which I have before stated. jthat purpose, including all parts, instead of only the 

Assuming, then, for the present, what will hereafter | frames of the vessel, and all those consisting of inferior 
be further examined, that our force now afloat will not, | kinds of timber. The commissioners of our navy board 






























































for some years, be essentially diminished or enlarged, the 
quantity of 3,400 feet of live oak annually, will, it is pro- 
bable, prove sufficient for the small ordinary repairs of 


estimate it at 6 per cent. on the live oak frames, or about 
one-seventeenth of the whole afloat. 
This would make a difference of only about 1,785 feet, 




















all our live oak frames afloat, and will, therefore, consti-| and, to avoid mistakes, and to cover all deficiencies, I 
tute the first item in our permanent yearly demands for | shall assume that per cent. as correct in my future calcu- 
this kind of timber, to be in some way, and from some | lations, and thus increase the sum per year for large re- 
quarter, hereafter supplied. pairs and rebuilding to about 25,886 feet. To illustrate 

Our annual purchases, and actual use of live oak timber | the basis of these computations a little more by details, it 
for building, independent of common wear and tear, form | wiil be seen that the estimates under this head are founded 
Vou. IX.—Q 
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on the supposed continuance, during some years, of our 
force afloat at its present size, as not being too large for 
all our legitimate wants. 

So far from its present size being deemed too large for 
those wants, or at all adapted to the expensive scale of 
one, two, and three hundred vessels in commission, or to 
one, three, and five hundred vessels built and building, 
as practised by some of the great maritime Powers of 
Europe, and so far from its looking to any extravagant 
project for either ostentation or future naval conquests, 
or the gratification of mere national pride, it differs but 
little from what was estimated as judicious in December, 
1798, the very first year this department went into ope- 
ration. 

The Secretary of the Navy at that time suggested that 
a proper permanent force at command should not be less 
than ‘* 12 ships of 74 guns, as many frigates, and 20 or 30 
smaller vessels.” In January, A. D. 1801, a similar esti- | 
mate was presented, and, in December, 1811, a like opi- | 
nion was expressed by the department, except a recom- | 
mendation to augment the number of frigates to 20, and 
leave the smaller vessels to be regulated by future conve- 
nience and exigencies. The instructive lessons taught 
on this subject during the late war, and our experience 
during the last seventeen years, confirm the sound politi- 
cal wisdom of now maintaining an establishment at least | 
equal to our present one. The more extensive range of 
our commerce, its new exposures in barbarous countries, | 
the great increase of our seaboard by the purchase of | 
Louisiana and Florida, and the convulsions that now agi- 
tate many parts of the civilized world, would seem to dic- 
tate a considerable increase rather than reduction, since 
the original estimates of the only species of force which 
can yield to our commercial interests abroad efficient pro- 
tection, maintain there ‘the rights and independence” 
of the Union, ‘‘secure the personal liberty of our citi- 
zens,” and be in readiness, on any emergency at home, 
to aid powerfully in the defence of our great coasting 
trade, and our very extended maritime frontier. 

Presuming, then, that the expediency of continuing, | 
for some years at least, the present strength of our dis- 
posable force, has been satisfactorily shown, it is believed 
that the allowance before proposed for annual losses by 
accident and decay will, on a little inquiry and reflection, 
be deemed amply sufficient. Many of the vessels afloat, | 
which have been launched within the last fifteen years, 
will probably endure more than one-fourth of a century 
longer, while some of them built earlier may perish 
sooner. Four of our present frigates, the Constitution, 
the United States, the Congress, and the Constellation, 
were all afloat before A. D. 1800, and three of them in 
1797. Though they have since undergone frequent re- | 
pairs, yet their original frames, except where destroyed 
by too large and frequent boring for trenails, or where 
constructed of timber not well seasoned, mostly remain 
sound. As the improved practice of bolting with copper 
and iron, and, consequently, of making smaller and fewer 
holes, shall prevail extensively, the first named source of 
injury to our ships of war will diminish; and though from 
ten to fifteen years is the average estimated duration of 
an English oak vessel in commission, and only from six to 
ten years the duration of the vessels of many European 
Powers when made of other oak or of fir, yet our expe- 
rience, and the changes above mentioned, justify a belief 
that from forty to fifty years will in future be nearer the 
truth, in respect to the serviceable duration of the frames 
of vessels built of well seasoned live oak, and used from 
time to time as ours have been, alternately in commission 
and in ordinary, and, when in ordinary, protected as ours 
now are, with great skill and attention. Should our pre- 
sent excellent system of ventilating, covering, and in- 
specting vessels, while in ordinary, continue, their frames, 
when of live oak, will probably last many years without 





being much impaired, and the allowance proper on ac. 
count of their future decay will be somewhat less thay 
that for vessels while in commission. Accordingly, we 
have estimated the average duration of those now in com. 
mission at about twenty years; and, as many of the ves. 
sels now in ordinary are comparatively new, as the frames 
of some others have not been injured by frequent boring 
and repairs, and all of them are so well protected fron 
the weather, it might be safely calculated that the whole 
in ordinary, if put into use as needed, in the place of those 
in commission, would not, on an ayerage, perish under 
thirty years. 

The manner of building, as to care and closeness of 
finish, the dryness and good ventilation of the inside of 
the vessel after launched, as well as the thorough pre. 
vious seasoning of the timber; all have a material influence 
on its durability, and have, of late years, received parti. 
cular attention in our service. To these remarks, bearing 
on the correctness of the above allowances, it may be added 
that, during the last thirty-five years, since our present 
navy commenced, only a single live oak vessel in our ser. 
vice is known to have been chiefly lost by natural decay, 
and only two small ones by shipwreck. This has scarce); 
any thing like a parallel, unless in what is reported of 
the finely built vessels of teak, at Bombay. Some de. 
cays and injuries in most of the live oak frames of ow 
vessels have, of course, occurred from common wear and 
tear, and some from the other special causes previously 
enumerated. 

But most of the repairs in our vessels hitherto having 
been in other portions of them than such as are made of 
live oak, little is justly chargeable to great decay in the 
live oak frames. Another series of facts resting on care- 


| ful computations will lead us to a similar conclusion. Of 


the whole quantity of live oak put into the frames of 
public vessels in building them since 1797, being about 


| 974,363 cubie feet, there now remain about 165,480 feet 
in commission, 322,633 feet in ordinary, and 354,000 feet 
| 2 99 ¢ . 

fon the stocks, leaving only 132,250 feet not now on 


hand. Of this last quantity, 8,000 feet were sold by 
order of Congress, in A. D. 1801; 68,375 feet were cap- 


itured and supposed to be destroyed by our enemies in 


four different wars; 44,500 feet were burnéd by ourselves 


jin 1814; 3,375 feet have perished by shipwreck; and 


only about 8,000 feet by great natural decay, requir 


ing rebuilding. This makes a loss of live oak ves- 
isels in thirty-five years, by the last cause, of nominally 


almost nothing, as the only vessel considered to have 
been thus lost is the original John Adams, which, having 
been imperfectly built by contract in a private yard, and 
with timber not known to be thoroughly seasoned, expe- 
rienced a premature failure. But, in reality, the loss by 
decay has been only the above amount of 8,000 feet; and 
what has been supplied as before suggested, in small 
quantities, in the ordinary annual repairs, and some more 
extensive injuries before referred to in the older vessels, 
arising from peculiar circumstances, and which injuries 
for reasons before named, will not probably so often 
occur hereafter. Though the extent of all the repairs, 
which, technically, ought to be charged to rebuilding, 
cannot be exactly ascertained, I think that a liberal esti- 
mate has been presented for them, and for entire rebuilt: 
ing from all kinds of losses in future, by computing it st 
25,886 feet annually, or a little more than cnough for o! 
frigate of the first class every year. I have made no 5} 
cific estimate for losses in future wars to be herealter 
supplied, because it is hoped those losses will prove few 
and far between, and because, if greater than what we 
may acquire by captures, they could readily be replaced 
from frames in depot, the great safeguard and reliance in 
this respect in any national emergency. 

Our whole purchases of live oak, made to promote the 
increase and improvement of the navy, and placed in de- 
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pot, form another topic of inquiry. They have been 
mostly paid for, excepi some early specific appropriations, 
from a rateable part of the general appropriations gradu- 
ally to promote that increase and improvement, and have 
amounted, in all, to about 909,911 feet. Of this whole 
amount, much has been already employed in the construc- 
tion of some of our present vessels afloat, and on the 
stocks; but the quantity which has not heretofore been 
burned while in depot, nor used for either repairing or 
building vessels, nor for any other purposes, and now re- 
mains on hand designed for building, and not for re- 
pairs, is about 431,845 cubic feet. Of this quantity, the 
annual purchases the last ten years have constituted a 
large portion of the whole, and have been, onan average, 
about 33,000 feet per year; or about enough, annually, 
for the frame of one ship of the line, or of one frigate and 
one sloop of war. 

Should the policy that has prevailed on this subject du- 
ring those ten years, continue for some time longer, and 
the present appropriations fur gradual improvement be 
renewed by Congress, the above quantity of 33,000 cubic 
feet will constitute a third and last item in our permanent 
annual demands of live oak timber to be in some way 
hereafter supplied. 

For reasons assigned in the report from this department, 
made December Sd, 1832, the long continuance of the | 
policy before mentioned as to this kind of timber, as well | 
as other useful materials for shipbuilding, and munitions | 
for naval warfare, seems to me highly judicious. Some | 
additional reasons for it, as regards this kind of timber, | 
can, on this occasion, be more properly presented. 

It is to be recollected, that if, as now estimated, we| 
should, in a spirit of liberal foresight, continue to follow | 
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ment for a continuance as well as an enlargement of the 
present policy of procuring, long in advance, and of tho- 
roughly seasoning by immersion in water, and then by 
sheltering under sheds, the whole of our live oak timber 
designed for naval architecture. From all these data, it 
appears that all our annual wants, while our present 
force and present policy remain not essentially changed, 
will amount to about 62,286 cubic feet of live oak timber. 
This is 3,400 feet for small ordinary repairs; 25,886 for 
rebuilding to supply accidental losses and great natural 
decay; and 33,000 for deposite for gradual improvement. 

In order to ascertain how this quantity is hereafter to 
be obtained, it may be useful first to advert a moment to 
the whole aggregate amount of our supplies of live oak 
timber heretofore procured, and the manner and places 
in which they have been procured. As before stated, we 
have heretofore purchased, in all, about 168,000 feet of 
live oak, for repairs; about 974,363 cubic feet, that has 
been made up into vessels; and about 431,845 feet now in 
depot for gradual improvement, exclusive of repairs. 

The only deficiency in this amount arises from some 
small quantity of live oak timber in depot during the late 
war, having been used in the ordnance service for gun car- 
riages and platforms, and about 15,000 feet having been 
destroyed in the conflagration in this city in 1814. 
Both of these quantities did not probably exceed 20,000 
feet. The whole amount of our supplies then, heretofore 
obtained in any way, and from any quarter, having been 
about 1,594,208 cubic feet, these would, on an average, 
be about 45,549 feet per year, and about one-fourth less 
than the whole quantity per year estimated as proper and 
necessary to be hereafter obtained. 

These supplies have been procured nearly in the fol- 


this policy of gradually placing a reasonable supply of live |lowing manner and places: From 1797 to 1800, the de- 
oak timber in depot, before it may be wanted for imme-|mand for live oak for public use was new and considera- 
diate use, still our provision for all kinds of timber neces-| ble, and was chiefly satisfied from the islands and coasts 


sary for naval purposes will not be extravagant; but, on|of Georgia and South Carolina. From 1801 to 1816, but 
the contrary, will probably require much further atten-| little of this kind of timber was obtained in any place for 
tion than has hitherto been bestowed on it. |the navy; but all which was obtained, down to the last 

[have before remarked that the frames of vessels con-|named year, was cut principally from private lands, ex- 
stitute only about one-fourth part of the whole timber|cept what came from Grover’s and Blackbeard’s islands, 
used in their construction; and collecting and preserving | which, having been purchased by the Government, were 
that one-fourth seasonably, fully, and carefully, as we | afterwards allowed to be stripped of their timber, under 
may, there is, in addition, to be provided, either before-| contracts with individuals. Even down to 1822, most of 
hand, or from time to time as needed, the large quantity | this kind of timber procured for the navy, though soon 
of treble as much other timber, consisting, generally, of|after the late war, toa very large amount, was purchased 
white oak, pine, larch, cedar, locust, and elm, but which, | by the contractors, from private lands. The chief excep- 
being more perishable, and more widely diffused over|tions were as to what grew on the above islands, and 
the country than live oak, and not usually costing more |some small quantities cut on the public lands in Louisiana. 


than one-third as much per foot, docs not attract so much 
public consideration. 

Our proceedings, in respect to the timber other than live 
oak, under the act for the gradual improvement of the} 
navy, whether in reserving public lands on which it grows, 
or in purchasing it for deposite, and all our actual means, 
and our true policy as to obtaining, hereafter, the other 
kinds of naval timber, do not come within the scope of 
this communication, and, consequently, are not now de- 
tailed. But, as their quantity must be so large as three- 
fourths of the whole consumed, this circumstance renders 
the subject worthy of much attention, and enforces, very | 
strongly, the expediency of securing now in live oak, 
while the opportunity continues in our power, at least) 
a quarter of our whole future wants. 

This is peculiarly incumbent on us, when we are able 
to secure it in such an invaluable kind of timber as, being 


In 1817, the Government began to adopt means for 
preserving their live oak in Louisiana; and, between that 
date and 1822, explored and reserved about 19,000 acres 
of public land, the growth on which was supposed to re- 
main uncut as late as 1827. (Report No. 114, House of 
Reps. January 29, 1827.) 

Since the purchase of Florida, in 1822, the quantities 
ebtained on public as well as private lands have been 
great; but since 1826, as attention to the preservation of 
timber on the former has increased, most of the live oak 
used has been cut from the latter. A little reflection on 
these facts will enable us to calculate with greater confi- 
dence, in respect to the probable and best manner and 
places of obtaining our future supplies. — 

Notwithstanding the purchase, by this department, of 
so large a quantity of live oak since 1797, and especially 
since 1816, besides all of this kind of timber which has been 


placed in a due state of preservation, will probably remain | used in the merchant service during that period, either in 


sound for ages. 

The difference between the duration of vessels built of 
timber recently cut, and those of timber in this way well 
seasoned, is generally computed at about one-third in 


this country or shipped abroad, yet one striking, and in 
some degree controlling circumstance appears, which 
may serve to test the accuracy of all opinions on the ex- 
ltent of our present resources in live oak. The prices 





favor of the latter, and, in respect to live oak, is greater 
than.one-third; and alone furnishes another strong argu- 


given by the Government continue about the same as in 
former years, or, if essentially changed, have become 
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somewhat lower, and would seem clearly to evince the 
little difficulty which, as yet, has existed, or is likely im- 
mediately to exist, in so wide a range as from South Caro- 
lina to the Sabine; in finding chiefly, though not entirely, 
on private soil, an adequate supply for our usual wants. 

The prices for live oak timber delivered at our yards in 
A. D. 1799, and of a size suitable for ships of the line, 
were $1 33 per cubic foot. But some of the contractors 
at that price failed to fulfil their engagements, and it is 
reported, though the defective state of our early records 
does not enable us to ascertain the truth, that those who 
did fulfil their engagements obtained additional allow- 
ances. 

In A. D. 1801, the Secretary of the Navy estimated 
that this timber, when so delivered, would cost $2 per 
cubic foot, if suitable for ships of the line. Nothing fur- 
ther on this subject can be found, till A. D. 1816, when 
we paid for live oak timber delivered $1 55 for frames of 
seventy-fours, $1 424 for those of frigates, $1 15 for those 
of sloops, and $1 for promiscuous timber. In A. D. 1826, 
we paid for the second description of frames $1 20 and 
1 25 per foot, and the former price for the last kind of 
timber. In A. D. 1827, we paid for the first kind $1 37 
and 1 50, for the second $1 25 and 1 45, for the third 
$1 15 and 1 25, and for the last 80 cents and $1. In 
1829, for the second $1 30, and for the last 874 cents, 
and offers have been made the present year, and accept- 
ed, for the second at $1 09 and 1 50, and for the last at 
874 cents and $1. 

Originally the prices may have been somewhat enhanced, 
from the circumstances that the freight of the timber was 
somewhat higher than it has been of late years; that 
the supply of live oak was then, and probably would con- 
tinue to be, more limited than subsequent explorations 
and acquisitions of territory have shown it to be, and that 
the Government then owned no public lands yielding live 
oak, and enabling it to prevent individuals from exercis- 
ing an undue control over the market. But it is to be re- 
membered that some of the contractors at the first prices 
did not feel able, at that rate, to fulfil their engagements, 
and that, between A. D. 1799 and A. D. 1816, all kinds 
of ship timber on seaboard have generally been supposed, 
from the increased settlement of the country, and the aug- 
mentation of our commercial tonnage, to have risen about 
ten percent. We may have been, in this respect, some- 
what influenced by the foreign demand, and may, on this 
point, derive some instruction from a moment’s attention 
to the fluctuation of the prices of naval timber in England 
during about the same period. There, in A. D. 1792, a 
careful examination of her domestic resources resulted in 
a conviction that a scarcity, especially of large timber, 
had begun to prevail; and from that year to A. D. 1811, 
the prices rose over one hundred per cent. This proba- 
bly happened, not only from the above scarcity in her 
home production, but from increasing difficulties in her 
long wars in obtaining supplies from other countries, and 
from a larger demand to construct and sustain an enlarged 
navy. But, in A. D. 1811 and 1812, the prices which, 
from about £3 sterling in 1792, had risen to £11 and 12 
sterling per load, or about $1 28 per cubic foot, began to 
fall, and in A. D. 1814, it was testified before a committee 
of Parliament, that the extension of canals into the inte- 
rior to new forests of oak, the improved attention to thin- 
ning out the oak, which had ceased to be thrifty in the 
old forests, hedge rows, and parks, and the new planta- 
tions, which had been made in consequence of such high 
prices, would probably, without much necessary importa- 
tion of foreign oak timber, furnish an ample supply of it 
in future. Accordingly, we find that prices fell nearly 
one-half between 1811 and 1819, as relates to domestic 
timber, and about one-third as respects foreign timber. 

In this country, it is well known, that, during the last 
cight or ten years, the prices of most articles have nomi- 
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nally fallen; but the particular causes which have effected 
it, need not here be examined, as they are not believed to 
have had a very material operation on the cost of live oak 
timber. 

To pursue the general inquiry concerning the probable 
sources and extent of our future supply, I see no indica- 
tions of the length of time that we should be able to ob. 
tain it from private lands, except what may be derived 
from the low prices at which it is now procured; the 
quantity reported by the agents to be still remaining on 
private lands between the St. Mary’s and the Sabine ri- 
vers, and on which some further remarks will heresfter 
be offered; and the general information as to the whole 
private supply derived from other quarters. — 

Having noticed these prices, and the quantity reported 
by the agents within the above limits, it only remains to 
be stated under this head, that the general information I 
have been able to collect about the private supply is, that 
no great quantities of live oak timber suitable for ship. 
building now remain on private lands in Georgia and 
South Carolina. 

Some trees, too small for cutting thirty years ago, have 
since reached maturity, and a few are now standing in 
some of their forests, and especially on some of their 
islands. In certain places, the natural growth on land, 
cut over from 1795 to 1801, has been permitted to spring 
up and remain, but, generally, the live oak lands in those 
States, being valuable for cotton and other crops, have 
been brought into cultivation. 

The quantities on private lands in Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, are, without doubt, much 
greater than in Georgia and South Carolina, and even 
greater than the results presented in the second tabular 
statement. 

Because all the districts have not yet been fully ex- 
plored by our agents, and because their instructions, ex- 
cept in peculiar cases, did not require them to report, so 
far as they have explored, all the live oak trees suitable 
for ship timber growing on private lands. 

Extending southwestward of Louisiana, some recent 
explorations in Texas favor the opinion that this kind of 
timber exists there in considerable quantities; but I am 
not aware that our contractors have yet obtained any from 
that province, or any other foreign source. 

Should the prices of this kind of timber rise much here- 
after, some of it might perhaps be purchased there to ad- 
vantage, though a dependence on any foreign supply, for 
reasons hereafter given, would be very injudicious. In 
the event of a great increase of price, individuals within 
our own boundaries would be tempted to the more care- 
ful preservation, if not to the artificial cultivation of it in 
the most appropriate situations. 

But, under existing circumstances, it would be unsafe 
to rely on individuals, either to preserve long what now 
exists on private lands, or to create a larger supply; be- 
cause it would not be an object of profit to them, either 
to save or to cultivate artificially the live oak tree merely 
for sale, unless the prices of this kind of timber should 
become much higher, or the common cultivated products 
of the soil on which this tree is indigenous, should become 
much less valuable. 

In England, the lands on which oak, to advantage, can 
be planted or reserved for profit alone, are generally con- 
sidered such as could not yield, in cultivation for grain, 
over fourteen shillings, or about three dollars and thirty- 
six cents rent per acre; and the timber must sell, standing, 
at the rate of three and one-fifth shillings, or seventy-six 
cents per foot. 

The bark is valuable here as well as there; but the lop- 
pings and trimmings, which are of much importance there, 
are here entirely worthless. Besides this, most of our live 
oak lands cost much less than oak lands there, are less bur- 
dened with taxes, and, when cleared, have formerly 
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yielded large and profitable crops, though not perhaps out artificial cultivation, suffice to supply our annual de- 


walling the English gross income per acre under the|mands, when it shall beco ssary i 
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interests existing against its use among the mechanics en-/|thzt large quantities of valuable live oak timber exist on 
gaged in shipbuilding, have oeaatie prevented its very | the onthe, coal some on private lands, in those regions 
extensive employment in the construction of other than which have not yet been accurately examined by the 
—_ ae , whe ecg a vg growing on ot Jas: om, and hence are not included in the tabular 

e lands will doubtless continue to be worked up in the | statements. 
merchant service; and, as the owners of vessels look to} In the seventh district there are known to be, on islands 
-~ remote interests, its use, in this way, will increase. | examined in 1819, many trees remaining, but not yet re- 

n general, however, it will not be of the most valuable ported by ihe present agent for that district; and on other 
or scarce dimensions, because, whatever may become | lands similariy situated, a further number seen, and esti- 
the extent of its use here in private vessels, the more|mated at about 85,000, in A. D. 1831, by one of our 
abundant the small and aa pieces, not suitable for | navy officers. : =a 
the larger rates of public vessels, will usually, though not} By recurring to the limits of the several districts, as 
a) be employed for private ones. described in the communication from this department, at 

{ would give me much satisfaction to form an estimate | the last session, [Doc. 102, F. No. 2,] and as laid down 
on which pariels reliance could be placed as to the pre-jon the map, it Jo be seen what se remain to be 
Sone e —_ oy oupply. — we _ — a 7 Pls oe agents. It is probably about 
rom private lands, would probably meet our naval wants; | one-third of the whole. 
but I have not sufficient data for that purpose. A simi-| Taking, then, only the medium estimated quantity of 
lar, though not so great, difficulty exists in ascertaining 148,750 feet of timber, examined and reported by the 
how long the timber growing on public lands will, with-|agents as remaining on private lands, without including 
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Georgia or South Carolina, or any allowance for the one- 
third not yet explored, and it would, if all procured for 
the navy, supply all our demands, estimated at 62,286 
feet annually, during seven or eight years. Making every 
reasonable addition to, or deduction from, the above es- 
timated quantity, and every due allowance for such por- 
tions of that quantity as may be sold to the merchant ser- 
vice, and for any other considerations, it is still manifest, 
from all the facts before us, that our probable annual 
wants can, for some years to come, be chiefly supplied 
by purchases of live oak timber growing on private lands. 
But whenever the prices of this kind of timber shall rise, 
so as to indicate a great scarcity on private lands, and an 
unwillingness or inability, even at those prices, in indivi- 
duals, either to preserve or to cultivate its growth, for 
sale, fast enough to meet ourannual demands, I think it will 
then become our true policy to permit the older and 
larger trees to be removed, for the public use, from the 
public lands. Even before that event, those trees on the 
public lands which have begun to decay, or, from any 
cause, have ceased to grow, might be sold advantage- 
ously to the contractors in aid of the other supplies ob- 
tained, from time to time, from private sources. 

Should a removal, in this way, be enough to satisfy the 
balance of all our annual demands, our resources would 
thus continue inexhaustible for many years; or until the 
private sources so fail, that this mode of cutting from the 
public lands will not furnish a sufficiency for the balance. 
But if a further indiscriminate removal should become ne- 
cessary to supply the full amount of all our annual de- 
mands, and if we take as correct the medium estimated 
quantity of 7,232,750 feet of timber, examined, and re- 
ported by these ager . as now remaining on the public 
lands, without including any allowance for what may be 
found on the above mentioned one-third of these lands not 
yet explored by them in some of the districts, that quan- 
tity would supply the whole extent of all our annual de- 
mands, as at present computed, during about one hundred 
and sixteen years after the private resources entirely 
fail. 

But it would hardly be found necessary or judicious to 
retain the whole or any large pertion of the sixteen mil- 
lions of acres of public land in the live oak region, in 
order to secure the whole of this timber, and then to 
resort to indiscriminate cutting for a supply of our 
wants, on the hypothesis that the tree would be spon- 
taneously reproduced on so large a tract, as soon as it 
again would be wanted for use. On the contrary, it has 
been found more eccnomical and useful to reserve only 
such tracts as are nearest navigable waters, and yield the 
most and largest trees to an acre; because it is only on 
such tracts that the value of the timber, when standing, 
will exceed the usual price of the land; and because 
nearly, if not quite, a sufficiency of such tracts to furnish 
all our demands may require, can probably be found 
within the live oak region, and will not include more than 
a hundredth part of it, as necessary to be reserved, ac- 
cording to some further data which will soon be pre- 
sented. 

But, however this may be, a different course from that of 
an indiscriminate removal of this timber from the public 
lands reserved would seem to me proper when private re- 
sources shall principally fail. Then our annual demands 
may have become increased by a larger force in commis- 
sion, or reduced by some diminution in our wanisof timber 
for frames in depot; yet, whether larger or smaller, should 
the removal from the public lands of only the older and lar- 
ger trees, and of those which, from any cause, have ceas- 
ed to grow, not be succeeded, as fast as our demands re- 
quire, by a sufficient supply, through the careful preserva- 
tion and the enlargement of the younger and spontaneous 
growth on the public lands, and through the means and 


enterprise of private cultivators of the live oak, it willthen, jor half the proportion allowed of English oak, in artificial 
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in my opinion, become judicious not to cut over our own re. 
served lands indiscriminately, unless we find our reserva. 
tions prove large enough to reproduce, in due season, all 
the timber our wants may then, and probably in future, re. 
quire. In any other event we should, to avoid exhausting 
our supplies, adopt the plan, and incur the expense of 
artificial planting, thinning, and pruning, so far as may be 
then computed necessary, to make up a full and seasona- 
ble provision for all our necessities. This should, of 
course, be done in situations on the reserved public lands 
adjoining navigable waters, and, in all respects, most fa- 
vorable to success. If we ever become obliged to culti- 
vate this tree extensively, I think this ‘ plan or system,” 
pursued in the manner hereafter detailed, will, in the lan. 
guage of the resolution now under consideration, be ** best 
calculated to secure to the nation an adequate supply of this 
material.” In appropriate soi!, the sprouts from the roots 
and stump of the live oak are found to be very numerous 
and thrifty; and the preservation and trimming of the best 
of these bid fair, from experiments already made, both 
here and abroad, to succeed better than the transplanting 
of saplings, or the planting ofthe acorn, in the place where 
the tree is intended to grow. Should the sprouts not ve- 
getate spontaneously in situations where wanted, then, of 
course, the planting of the acorn, or transplanting of sap- 
lings, would, in these situations, become necessary. From 
these sprouts, in a good soil, it is computed that, in fifly 
years, (about the duration of the live oak timber in a ves. 
sel,) trees will grow of an ample size for shipbuilding; 
though in poorer soil, and from the acorn, seventy, eighty, 
or one hundred years, might be necessary. The trees, as 
wanted for use, should be cut and removed only as they 
reach their full size, or are found too thick for a luxu- 
riant growth, or from any cause have ceased to be thrifty. 
Experience abroad has shown, also, that, after an oak tree 
has ceased growing, though it may remain standing for 
many, and tradition says of some abroad, hundreds of 
years, without material injury, yet it is more economical, 
and the tree is better for naval use, if, soon after it has 
ceased growing, it be cut, and the timber placed, first, in 
dock, and afterwards under cover. Such trees not in- 
creasing in size or value, might, as before remarked, 
be sold to advantage to contractors, before a general 
resort is had to other trees on the public lands, and their 
places could be profitably occupied by new trees spring- 
ing up, and annually increasing in size and value. 

But, in reply to an inquiry made by the committee on 
live oak, of the last session, on the subject of cutting and 
depositing timber in sheds on the soil where it grows, 
I have no doubt, from the cost of building sheds on the 
ground where the trees are cut, [Doc. No. 85, Ho. ol 
Reps. 19th Cong. Ist sess.] and the inconvenience, in an 
exigency, of not having our deposites of timber at the 
places where it may be wanted for use, that the best po- 
licy will be to remove our timber to the latter, soon after 
being cut, rather thanto put it in depot on the lands, ata 
distance from the ship yards where it will be wanted 
for use. 

From twenty to thirty trees to an acre are as many 4s 
should be left to grow to maturity. They are seldom 
found in their natural state, of full size, with half that 
number on an acre, because many young trees get de- 
stroyed by various means; the whole soil, in any one acre, 


seldom produces the live oak spontaneously, and trees ol 
Pp } 


different species are often found intermingled with it. 

Another mode of computation may serve to illustrate 
our sources of supply, before being compelled to resort 
much to any artificial system of cultivation. 

It will be recollected that our whole annual demands 
have been estimated at about 62,286 feet; and this, at the 
medium rate before mentioned, of 50 feet per tree, would 
require, yearly, 1,245 trees; and at only 20 trees per ucre, 
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plantations, would include the growth of 62 acres annual- | acres, in artificial cultivation, would be necessary to sup- 
ly; and calculating 75, the average between fifty and a | ply the whole wants, in oak timber, of their vast naval 
hundred years, as necessary to reproduce the live oak |establishment. But, to draw any just comparison, it must 
after once cut down, it would take only 4,640 acres to| be noticed that oak is understood to be about three-fourths. 
meet our whole annual demand of live oak in all future | instead of one-fourth, of the whole timber used by them in 
time, at the present size of our force afloat, and on our] the construction of public vessels; that their computation 
present policy in providing for its gradual improvement. | of 102,600 acres rests on the estimate of 40 instead of two 
But this estimate is not, in my opinion, sufficiently large | trees to anacre, and allows only 90 instead of 100 years 
as regards the number of acres which may probably be| for the full growth of a tree; while, on the other hand, it 
uired, in their natural condition, to supply all our] calculates the size of the tree but forty-five feet on an 
wants of live oak timber. 5 average, and the duration of a vessel in commission at 
From the peculiar character of the growth of the live only twelve and a half, instead of twenty, or forty, and 
oak in detached hammocks or trees, and from our system perhaps fifty years, and estimates that one-quarter of their 
of surveys into only sections, halves, and quarters, the annual wants will be supplied by prize ships. Should we 
lands hitherto reserved on account of their live oak tim-| be able to reserve or purchase, and then cultivate artifi- 
ber do not generally contain over two trees to an acre, | cially, other lands, with the like number of other kinds of 
on an average; and, in very few cases, are there over five | timber trees per acre, and of the like size and durability 
full grown and sound live oak trees on an acre, taking the | with those in the estimates in England, we should need 
whole of any one reservation. [No. 102, page 80, Feb. only about 15,000 acres of other than live oak lands for 
1831, rep. in Ho. of Reps.] Considering, then, that two} all our present naval wants in other kinds of timber. Or 
such trees to an acre, in the manner of its natural growth, | if all parts of our vessels were built of like materials with 
and of one reservation, isa more correct estimate than] theirs, we should need, in artificial cultivation, only about 
twenty; and that, in such case, fifty feet to a tree, the twenty thousand acres, to furnish a constant and durable 
medium computation, may not be too high, but rather be-| supply of all kinds of timber for our navy afloat, while 
low than above the truth, as to the size of this monarch of | we continue to pursue the policy before mentioned as to 
the forest, and allowing the largest time of a hundred | jts size and improvement. ‘This isa ratio of about one- 
years for a tree to reach maturity, it would only require] eighth of what is computed to be wanted in England, of 
usto reserve, in all, 62,286 acres to enable us hereafter, | all kinds of naval timber, from all sources. ‘These con- 
without the purchase of more trees or more lands, to have | siderations strengthen my conviction, that the above esti- 
an inexhaustible source of supply of this important mate-| mate, in respect to our proper amount of reservations of 
rial fora navy not larger than our present establishment. | live oak timber land, is ample for our wants as at present 
Computing only 20 feet to a tree, the smallest estimate, | existing, or soon contemplated. But the extent of our 
and the number of acres should be increased to 155,710. | reservations already made, and able to be made hereafter, 
Computing 80 feet toa tree, the largest estimate, and the | as our surveys are extended, will probably enable us easi- 
number of acres would be reduced to 38,900. ly to enlarge the quantity, to any amount, which other 
In order to meet the contingencies and injuries from] persons may, from these or any different data, deem es- 
fires, depredations, and other causes, and especially from | sential. 
the probable failure, hereafter, of our title to some of the At the same time Iam fully convinced that, whenever 
lands reserved, it may be judicious to reserve, in all, at| we reach a condition rendering artificial cultivation neces- 
least, 160,000 acres of live oak timber land, which will) sary for a full supply of our reasonable wants in live oak 
be nearly three per cent. more than the largest number | timber, whether sooner or later than seems probable from 
of acres Ihave before estimated, and 60 per cent. above | any data furnished in this report, the expense of that kind 
the quantity deemed probably sufficient or necessary for | of cultivation, to the full extent requisite to furnish that 
our present demands, and present policy as to gradual | supply, ought not to be permitted to deter us from under- 
improvement. Pursuing this course, should we hereafter | taking it, because I cansider live oak timber as invalu- 
find that we have a large surplus of timber, some of the | able for frames in naval architecture; and a supply of that, 
reservations ascertained to be least valuable for their] or any good substitute, from abroad, would not only ren- 
live oak can be sold to advantage for cultivation; and if} der us dependent in so essential an article for national 
both lands and timber should rise much in value, still fur-| safety, but become very precarious when most needed in 
ther and profitable sales could be made of the lands asthe | war, and be much more costly than the artificial cultiva- 
timber is removed from them. In this event, or in case | tion of the live oak tree on our own soil, where it is indi- 
of our demands for live oak becoming likely to be much | genous and luxuriant. Besides the independence which 
enlarged at any future time, artificial cultivation could be | would be thus secured for one strong support of one great 
resorted to on the best reserved lands left, so as easily to | arm of our country’s defence, we would not appear to de- 
increase, in due season, double and quadruple their na-| part, as facts now are, from a maxim in political econo- 
tural produce of live oak trees to the acre. my, generally sound, to obtain all our supplies ‘of the 
We have already reserved, within a few years, 67,417 | best quality, and at the lowest prices,” whether at home 
acres of live oak lands, and on the most liberal esti-] or abroad. The live oak is a supply ‘‘of the best quali- 
mate, as to a sufficiency, in their natural state, should re-}ty,’’ because it is superior in strength, resistance, and 
serve less than 100,000 acres more, to supply, forever, | hardness, to the celebrated British oak, which forms ‘the 
all that may be required by the demands and policy be-| wooden walls” of England. It is, when used for frames, 
fore mentioned. much more durable than that, or even cedar, which the 
More than this further quantity has already been re-| ancients called ‘* the everlasting wood,” and in some quali- 
commended by the agents for reservation, on account of | ties surpasses the teak of India, which is confessedly the 
the valuable growth on it of live oak, and most of which | best timber, for the greatest number or variety of naval 
has not yet been reserved, in consequence of its not hav-} purposes, that the research of man has yet discovered. It 
ing yet been surveyed. ‘The 19,000 acres reserved long'| is a supply at the ‘lowest prices,” also; because British 
ago as 1819, in Louisiana, and not yet re-examined, may | oak, if we could obtain that, would probably cost now, at 
be found still so covered with timber as to justify a re-| the port of exportation, exclusive of freight here, about 
liance upon that as a part of the further quantity needed. | four shillings, or ninety-six cents per foot, when the live 
(Doc. 178, in March, 1832, pages 25 and 26. Rep. No. | oak costs, deliv ered here, only about 120 cents per foot, 
102, page 71, February, 1831.] on an average; and will last twice, if not thrice as long, 
In England, it has been computed that only 102,600] and require only about one-third as much for annual re- 
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airs. Our own white oak, at 40 cents per foot, could 
probably be had in considerable quantities for frames of 
vessels; but it is somewhat less durable than the British 
oak, and is, obviously, for that reason, coupled with the 
increased expense for labor as well as materials, in fre- 
quent repairs and rebuilding, much less economical than 
the live oak. The teak, procurable sometimes in Africa, 
but chiefly in India, and there at over half the price of 
our live oak, would not, with profit, bear the long trans- 

ortation to this country, as it will not from India to Eng- 
and, except when made up into vessels, and earning 
freight. 

These comparisons are made on existing prices; but 
should the present rates vary much hereafter at home, the 
change may, or may not, extend in a like ratio to prices 
abroad, when it shall hereafter become necessary to cul- 
tivate the live oak, or to seek a substitute; and, of course, 
the influence of this consideration, as respects the lowest 
prices, cannot now be calculated accurately for any pe- 
riod except the present one. 

Besides the reasons above suggested against any depend- 
ence on’ foreigners for a supply of so important an arti- 
cle, or any known substitute for it, and even against an 
entire dependence for either of them, on the foresight 
and enterprise of individuals at home, it should be re- 
membered that deficiencies during one or a few years in 
other naval materials, such as iron, copper, cordage, can- 
vas, &c., however happening, can, in general, be soon 
remedied by a larger production or manufacture; but de- 
ficiencies in this kind of timber cannot be remedied by 
producing more in a shorter period than one-half or three- 
fourths of a century; and hence it becomes an object of 
great public moment to make or ensure a suitable and in- 
dependent provision long beforehand, of an article so ne- 
cessary, and so entirely within our own resources. 

Of the success of the above mode of artificial cultiva- 
tion, or of the mode from the acorn, or by transplanting, 
I entertain no doubt, should it ever become necessary to 
resort to either of them. Some experiments in this coun- 
try with the live oak, in the first and last modes, have 
terminated favorably; and in France and Spain, as well 
as in England, many trials, chiefly of a species of white 
oak, and for naval purposes, have, on a large scale, and 
in all of these modes, proved, in various degrees, success- 
ful. When, between 1794 and 1812, timber rose gradu- 
ally in England from £3 and 4, from which it had not 
essentially varied during a century, to £8 and 10 per load, 
the attention of Government, as well as of individuals, be- 
came more directed to its artificial cultivation. The Go- 
vernment, which, in 1792, had refused to set apart and 
plant in all, for future public use, 100,000 acres, then re- 
commended by the commissioners of woods and forests, 
had, within a few years previous to 1812, planted 16,000 
acres more than they before cultivated for timber. Af- 
ter the increase of their navy towards the close of the 16th 
century, and after the great destruction of timber about 
the middle of the 17th century, partly arising from in- 
creased wants, and partly from a diminution in that reve- 
rence, which had been almost Druidical, for the oak in 
forests, parks, and ornamental borders, they found a 
great scarcity commencing, and large plantations were 
made, chiefly under the advice of ‘Evelyn, given on ap- 
plication of ‘‘the principal officers and commissioners of 
the navy.” 

The trees on these plantations having reached maturity, 
had been chiefly cut down before A. D. 1811. It is said 
that when the new plantations were made about 1811, all the 
old public forests and plantations had not yielded, for many 
years, 50,000 feet annually. In A. D. 1829, they added to 
their plantations 2,700 more acres, and had, in all, for the 
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growth of navy timber, in February 1831, about 52,359 
acres of public land. [13 y., Parliamentary accounts, 
820 page. | : 

But the resources to be derived from these new efforts 
by the Government, commencing about 1809, could not 
be available to any great extent, under half a century 
more, and in the mean time supplies were to be drawn 
chiefly from private lands at home, and from foreign im. 
portations. Importations from 1760 to 1788, had consti. 
tuted about one-tenth of the whole consumption in their 
navy, and in 1802 they had become about one-fourth, 
From 1812 to 1819, the average consumption of foreign 
timber for all purposes, increased so as to be one-third 
larger than it had been from 1799 to 1811, [Report on 
Foreign Trade, 1829, appendix 153,] and from 1820 to 
1830 it nearly doubled in amount. [Parliamentary de. 
bates in 1831, pages 456, 566, 882.] : 

These great supplies from abroad, sometimes from Bra. 
zil, and sometimes from Africa and the Adriatic, though 
oftener from the Baltic and America, have not only eyin. 
ced the extent, the excellence, and variety of English re. 
sources abroad, and part of them in her own dependen. 
cies, but have contributed, with the high price of land in 
England, the great incidental expenses of managing their 
forests and plantations, the long time for the oak to reach 
maturity, and the reduced prices of timber from such large 
importations, to check somewhat the favorable opinions 
generally entertained there towards the continuance of a 
system of artificial cultivation by the Government. [p- 
deed, some persons have lately proposed an entire aban. 
donment of it, and a sale of the lands for clearing and or. 
dinary cultivation, as better comporting with economy, 
and the probable facilities of obtaining sufficient and cheap 
supplies in future from other sources. [Mathews, 82 
page, on naval timber.] But our situation, as to live oak 
and live oak lands, as well as other sources of supply, 
are, and hereafter may be, very different from that of 
England. 

The growth of live oak is, in a great measure, though 
not entirely, confined to our own country, and none of 
our supplies have ever yet been obtained abroad. The 
superior quality of this timber prevents our procuring 
abroad, at any reasonable expense, a useful substitute; 
and a state of war, from reasons very obvious to most per- 
sons, would affect and impair any foreign supply we might 
seek, much more than it would that of England, while 
the condition of our live oak soil, owned by individuals, 
prevents the hope of their making any effort at any thing 
like the present prices, to preserve or rear, as is often 
done abroad, a domestic supply beyond the timber now 
growing. The low priceand great abundance of our public 
lands, on which the live oak tree spontaneously thrives, 
will probably enable the Government long to obtain from 
them a sufficiency to meet all our demands for it, without 
much attention to its artificial increase, and, in any event, 
to cultivate it so far as at any future period may be found 
necessary, at an expense comparatively small. 

But on the facts and estimates herewith submitted, im- 
perfect and inaccurate in many respects, yet as little so as 
practicable, I can see, in order to secure for our navy, 
while of its present size, an adequate supply of live oak 
timber, no occasion, at this time, either to make further 
purchases of private lands on which this tree grows, or to 
carry the artificial cultivation of it on any of the publi 
lands, beyond what has already been attempted. 


With much respect, 
LEVI WOODBURY 
To the Spzaxrr of the Ho. of Reps. 
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Settlement of the claims of States for Interest. [22d Cone. 2d Sess. 





€ cm the President of the United States, returning | United States, from the time the same was advanced by the 

ote e, in which it originated, the bill entitled ‘* An | States, respectively, until the same shall have been refund- 
act providing for the final settlement of the claims of States | ed as aforesaid; the sums refunded from time to time being 
for interest on advances to the United States, made dur-| first applied to the extinguishment of the interest accrued 
ing the last war,” with his objections thereto. at the time such sum was refunded, and the balance, af- 
Wasutneton, December 6, 1832. | ter satisfying the interest due, shall be applied to the ex- 

Th the Senate of the United States: tinguishment of the principal; and that, for interest actu- 

[avail myself of this early opportunity to return to the jally paid by the States for money borrowed by them, and 
Senate, in which it originated, the bill entitled ‘* An act | applied to the service of the United States, the same rate of 

roviding for the final settlement of the claims of States for | interest shall be paid to each of the States as such States 
interest on advances to the United States, made during |shall have paid. 
the last war,”’ with the reasons which induced me to with- 
hold my approbation, in consequence of which it has fail- 
ed to become a law. 

This bill was presented to me for my signature on the 
last day of your session, and when I was compelled to con- 
sider a variety of other bills of greater urgency to the 
public service. {t obviously embraced a principle, in the 
allowance of interest, different from that which had been 
sanctioned by the practice of the accounting officers, or 
by the previous legislation of Congress, in regard to ad- 
yances by the States, and without any apparent grounds 
for the change. 

Previously to giving my sanction to so great an exten- 
sion of the practice of allowing interest upon accounts 
with the Government, and which, in its consequences, and 
from analogy, might not only call for large payments from ANDREW JACKSON. 
the treasury, but disturb the great mass of individual ac- sai 
counts long since finally settled, I deemed it my duty to} 7y the President of the United States: 
make a more thorough investigation of the subject than 
it was possible for me to do previously to the close of your 
last session. I adopted this course the more readily, from 
the consideration that, as the bill contained no appropri- 
ation, the States which would have been entitled to claim | 
its benefits, could not have received them without the 
fuller legislation of Congress. 

The principle which this bill authorizes varies not only 
from the practice uniformly adopted by many of the ac- 


A. STEVENSON, 
Speaker of the Ho. of Reps. 
LITT’N W. TAZEWELL, 
President of the Senate pro tem. 
I certify that this act did originate in the Senate. 
WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary. 


Message from the President of the United States, in relation 
to the Consular Establishment of the United States. 





Wasnineton, March 2, 1833. 
To the Senate : 
I transmit, herewith, for the consideration of the Se- 
nate, a report from the Secretary of State in relation to 
the consular establishment of the United States. 


Sin: The report which you directed to be made on the 
consular system of the United States, has hitherto been 
delayed, from the desire of laying before Congress all the 
facts and observations necessary to a proper course ef 
legislation on a subject so important to our commercial 
interests. These could only be procured from distant 
and various sources; and it was soon found, from the 
course of public business, that no final action could be ex- 
pected ona subject in which such a variety of opinion 
was to be expected, at this session, when other objects 
seemed to engross the attention of the Legislature. Even 
at this late day, the information 1 expected is far from be- 


: , . : + a ing complete; and additional facts may perhaps induce 
of the claims of the State of South Carolina. This last act | different deductions before the subject can be finally acted 
prescribed no particular mode for the allowance of inte-| upon. In the mean time, what is now presented, in obe- 


rest, which, therefore, in conformity with the directions| dience to your direction, may show the inconveniences of 
of Congress in previous cases, and with the uniform prac-| our present system, if one it may be called; prove the ne- 
tice of the Auditor by whom the account was settled, was! cessity of some change; and, by presenting the several 
computed on the sums expended by the State of South | remedies for the evil that have occurred to me, perhaps 
Carolina for the use and benefit of the United States, and |indicate one that may receive the sanction of legislative 
which had been repaid to the State; and the payments| wisdom. 7 

made by the United States were deducted from the prin-| To a nation essentially commercial like the United 
cipal sums, exclusive of the interest, thereby stopping} gtates, the consular functions are highly important, and 
future interest on so much of the principal as had been) ought to be strictly defined. They are performed in a 
reimbursed by the payment. foreign country, often in collision with the officers of the 

Ideem it proper, moreover, to observe that, both un-| nation in which they are placed; and therefore public as 
cer the act of the Sth of August, 1790, and that of the well as private interests are put in jeopardy by their 
12th of February, 1793, authorizing the settlement of the] errors or faults. Frequently, commissioned to reside in 
accounts between the United States and the individual | countries where there is no public minister of their coun- 
States, arising out of the war of the revolution, the inte- try, they are forced, in defence of their fellow-citizens, 
rest on those accounts was computed in conformity with | «, assume, occasionally, diplomatic power, by addressing 
the practice already adverted to, and from which the bill) themselves directly to the Government: without proper in- 
now returned is a departure. | structions given them by law, they may do this unadvised- 

With these reasons and considerations, I return the bill] ly, or indiscreetly, and thus involve their country in diffi- 
to the Senate. ANDREW JACKSON. culties and disputes. 

In the various acts they are called on to perform in re- 
lation to the commerce of their fellow-citizens, they may 
assume powers injurious to their interests, or refuse to 
act, from ignorance of their duty, where the case would 

Be it enacted, &c., ‘Yhat, in ascertaining the amount due|seem to require it. In most of these circumstances, they 
by the United States to any State for advances made by said | have no legal adviser, and no rule prescribed by law to 
State for the United States, during the late war, interest | guide them in the delicate and important questions that 
shall be allowed and paid on the whole amount of the prin-| are continually calling for their decision. At home every 
cipal sums which have been, or may be, refunded by the’ officer is surrounded with the means of obtaining informa, 


Vor, IX.--R 


in those of the States finally settled and closed previously | 
to your last session, but also from that pursued under the | 
act of your last session for the adjustment and settlement | 





An act providing for the final settlement of the claims of 


Slates for interest on advances to the United States, made 
during the last war. 
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tion and ‘advi ice; yet, at home, every officer has his duties | 
rescribed and marked out by law. Abroad, an officer| 
is entrusted with the most important function, out of the| 
reach of control or advice; is left with, comparatively, no 
written rules for his guidance. In their absence, he fre- 
quently puts such construction on his powers as best 
suits his interest, and avoids taking any responsibility that | 
is not forced upon him. No written rule being given to 
which the merchant or the ship master can refer in his trans-| 
actions with the consul, constant bickerings are the result, | 
injurious to the interest of trade, and the reputation of| 
the country. This might, in a great measure, be avoided 
by laws defining the rights and duties of consuls, establish- 
ing a table of fees for their services, and prescribing clear-| 
ly the duties of American masters, mariners, and mer-| 
chants, in relation to their consuls in foreign ports. In| 
all this our present system is wofully deficient. Two or} 
three meagre laws, and an equivocal reference to the| 
laws of nations, with some usages of uncertain authority, 
and differing in different ports, being the only guides s af-| 
forded the parties interested, so that officers most desirous 


of restraining themselves w thin the bounds of duty, and | anxious, like ‘all other merchants, to increase their h be 


of doing all that it requires, know not how to conform to! ness and obtain consignments. 


laws of which they are 


extortion. 


The first law on the _ ct was passed on the 14th day | 


of April, in the year 1792; and its principal object was 

as the title of the bill imports, - give effect to the consu- 
lar convention with France. It, howev er, contains some 
general provisions, which, Rd the French convention} 
has been annulled, have formed the groundwork of our 
consular system. These provisions extend only to the| 
authority giv en to consuls to receive protests and declara- 


tions; to give copies under the consulate seal; to settle the | 
affairs of American citizens who shall die within the con-| 


annexed to this report; but legislative action seems abso. 
lutely necessary to extend the powers where they aro MB ex 
deemed inadequate, or to restrict them where they ma, 
be supposed to be too extensive. , the 
The subject of compensation is one that has en; raced ren 
‘my close attention since I have had the direction of J sp 
the department, and I have no hesitation in giving gal 
decided opinion that the exaction of fees has been ) mo 
source of misunderstanding between our consuls and the ] 
masters of vessels, injurious to the reputation of the cou; yer 
try; that it is degrading to the officer who is ol biced it of 
wrangle for them, is unequal in its operations, oppres : dif 
sive to our commerce, and ought either to be whol! an 
abolished, or so modified as to make the operation of th, suf 
system more equal, by apportioning the amount to tl ; she 
size of the vessel, or, if possible, to the value of the; rec col 
But I cannot avoid expressing the opinion that th for 
officers, like all others, should be compensated by ad to: 
| quate salaries, and should be prevented from engaging to 
commerce. According to the present system, our cop. hay 
suls, with very few exceptions, are commission merc}ant col 


In many, phe ips 


ignorant, whilst those of looser} ereater number of cases, the place i is sought for 
principles find in this uncertainty the means of vexatious| the advants age and the influence it will give ie xtend 


commercial affairs of the officer. Can it be belies 
this official influence will always be properly ex 
When it is, will not contrary suspicions be entertai: 
This must create je: alousy, detraction, and all the 
rivalship will exercise and provoke, amidst which t! 
nity of the public officer is degraded, and his infil 

with the foreign functionaries ay The consul at | Li 
therefore, if not the vice consul, ought to be salaried 

cers. They will never, then, by their countryn 

| suspected of acting towards them as their con 

interest, not as their duty, requires; and their com; 





sulate; to secure property s: aved from wrecks; to provide} 
for the deposite of the ship’ $ papers; and to afford relief} ¢ 
to dest titute American seamen. These are the subjects in 
relation to which specific duties are assigned by the law 
above mentioned, and another passed 28th Febru ary, 
1803; but more enlar; ged general and undefined powers | 


are given by the 9th sectic on, which enacts that the * spe-| 
cification of certain powers and duties to be performed | 


by consuls and vice consuls, shall not be construed to the 


Lic ik a 


pointments, or any treaty or convention under which they 
may act.” : 

These are all the statutor y provisions on this important 
subject; a bare perusal of which will show how many 
eee are left unpro vided for. died ge these, 
creates the most frequent cause of misund 
tween the con and masters of vesse 
bill of fees ext ing to all the acts w 


~o li 7 ‘ S 
be called on to per 


Nea yage . 
exclusion of others resulting from the nature of their ap-| 


that which 


rstanding be- 


Is, is the want ofa 
hich a consul may 
eneral reference to powers and 
ature of the appointment, is ¢ 
fo instructions havi 
islative or Exec 
3, or to define 

npensation t 


» designation ¢ he duti f cons nie 
first necessity; an system of cx 
should be persevere d in, it woul Id re 


c . } 
rticular table of those w hich ought to be 


} 


*as the powers of the department could | 


attempted b 


circular instructions 


v the 
vy the 





office is created; the whole country is interest R 


in behalf of their fellow-citizens will be attended to, As 
icause they will not be liable to the suspicion of a TI 
ling their own interest; consular offices would 1 t Fr 
lbe held in co unting-houses, nor the consul himsel lf « He 
| fror n defe nding the cause of an injured American citizen, Re 
to sell a barrel of sugar, or to despatch the settlen TI! 
All fees paid to public officers are taxes Al 
fees to consuls are taxes on commerce. Are such taxes, Rr 
in the state of our finances, necessary? Are they Just Je 
Are they equal? Are they e asi ily collected? oye ne of t A 
| questions, it is believed, can be answered in the afl T 
tive. They are certainly not necessary; a custon Re 
sroduce more than sufficient for the p nyme T 
‘nses of Government. Why should an extra tar H 
» laid upon commerce, which already bears P; 
expense of Government, for the support of a part 7 
se t of officers? Should it be said that those wl W 
the benefit s hould pay the expenses, it wot ild 
be a satisfactory answer. It is not for the sale l I 
the ships which touch at a consular port that t] E 


jan account. 


L 
T 
t 
= 
1, 


stablishment. The concerns of its general c Cc 
t ge : 


i 
ction of its citizens abroad, its reputa ; J¢ 
But the prine ce itself is a false « I P 
iblished for the general good; a1 \ 
| tals i ay hav e! iSiol { ; 
ctions than others, y ] ‘ r 
t necessity of applying for the Jc 
never can with justice be exclus ome 
pense of the department which is ors 
ion. The judge receives a salary v4 i 
1c community are suitors in his court. § N 
1 officers of Government; all the c Is 
are abuses. The evils of such a s} are ref G 
question of compensation varies acco! t D 
I » and the circumstances of the time. I F 
accurately known. The collection gives r E 


or 
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exactions and oppressions, to disputes, to the loss of offi- | This is calculated on the present establishment. It is, 








cial dignity, to the suspicion of bad motives where even | however, probable that some additions may be necessary; 
they do not exist. In no case are these evils more appa- | but, as they will be vice consular establishments, the in- 
rent than in the case of consuls. At a distance from all | crease for many years cannot be considerable. When it 
superintendence, they have greater opportunities for ille- | is considered that not only the respectability of the Go- 
gal exactions, and _that very circumstance makes them | vernment, and security of its citizens abroad, will be pro- 
more liable to suspicion. moted by this change, but that it is chiefly intended for 
It is easily conceived that, in the infancy of our Go- | the protection and extension of that commerce from which 
yernment, when we were burdened witha great amount | the whole revenue of the country is derived, the expense 
of public debt, every available mode of supporting the | will not be thought too great for the objects. 
different institutions of the country should be resorted to, Such a provision ought to be accompanied by prohibi- 
and that therefore the example set by other nations of | tions of any interest in commerce, with clear definitions 
supporting particular offices by the exaction of fees, | of official duty, and heavy penalties for neglecting them: 
should be followed; but now, when one uniform mode of | and we might then see these important offices filled, as 
collecting revenue yields a product more than sufficient | they should be, by men of talent, education, and respec- 
for all the wants of Government, why should others liable | tability of character, who would .be the protectors, not 
toso many objections be continued? Nor ought the amount | the rivals of our merchants, who would command the re- 
todeterus. According to the list hereto annexed, we | spect of the functionaries of the ports in which they re- 
have one hundred and fifty-six consuls, vice consuls, and | side, do honor tc our national character, and whose whole 
commercial agents. By a proper distribution, these may | time would be devoted to the duties of their office. 
be classed as follows: Until some change could be made, I have thought it my 
30 consuls, with salaries averaging $2,000, duty to prepare a set of instructions which might intro- 
willamountto - : - - $60,000 | duce order and uniformity into the system, and correct as 
126 vice consuls and commercial agents, with many evils as could be done without legislation. These 
salaries averaging $1,000, is - - 126,000 | have been referred to before as forming a schedule to this 
—— | report. 
Total annual sum, . $186,000 ' EDW. LIVINGSTON. 


















































DEPARTMENT oF StatE, December 15, 1850. 


List of the Ministers, Consuls, and other Diplomatic and Commercial Agents of the United States in foreign countries, 
and of the places of their residence 


ENGLAND. 






Aaron Vail, - . . Secretary of Legation, - - London. 
Thomas Aspinwall, - . - Agent, &c., and Consul, . - do. 


Francis B. Ogden, - - - - Consul, - - . - Liverpool. 

Herman Visger, - - - - do. : - : - - Bristol. 

Robert W. Fox, - - - - do, - - Falmouth. 

Thomas Were Fox, : - do. . - - Plymouth. : 
Albert Davy, - - - do. . - : - - Kingston upon Hull. 
Robert R. Hunter, - . . . do. . . . : - Cowes, Isle of Wight 
Joel Hart, - - - - - do. - . - . - - Leith, Scotland. 
Alexander Thomson, - - - do. - : - - - - Glasgow. 

Thomas Wilson, - - . do. . . . - “ - Dublin, Ireland. 
Reuben Harvey, - - - . do. - - - - - Cork. 

Thomas William Gilpin, - - - do. - . - : - - Belfast. 

Horatio Sprague, - - - - do. . - - . - - Gibraltar. 

Paul Froberville,  - - : a « - . - - - Isle of France. 
Thomas Wynns, ° ° ° - do. - - - - . - Turk’s Island. 

W. T. Tucker, : ° - - Commercial Agent, - - - Bermuda. 

John Storr, - - - - n do. . . ’ . y - Nassau, N. P. 

Ralph Higinbotham, : - - a. -« - - - - St. Christopher and Antigua. 
Edmund Roberts, - ° . - Consul, - . - : - - Demerara. 

Robert Munroe Harrison, ° - do. . . “ - - Kingston, Jamaica. 
Charles L. Bartlett, - - - Commercial Agent, . : - Island of Trinidad. 
John Haley, - i « ° - do. “ e . . . - Barbadoes. 

Paul Ey naud, . ‘ ‘ - Consul, - - - . : - Island of Malta. 
William Carroll, - . . - Commercial Agent, - . - Island of St. Helena. 
Moses Benjamin, . a = - Consul, - ° - . : - British Guiana. 
Thomas M. Persse, . ° - do. “ . - : - - Galway. 

John Morrow, ; s do. ds . - : - - Halifax, Nova Scotia 







FRANCE. 












Nathaniel Niles, - ‘ a - Secretary of Legation, - - - Paris. 

Isaac Cox Barnett, - . - - Agent, &c., and Consul, . do. 
George Strobel, _ - - “ - Consul, - - - : - - Bordeaux. 
Daniel C. Croxall, - - : . do. : - . - - - Marseilles. 
Francis C. Fenwick, . . , do. - . . - - Nantes. 
Edward Church, - . . . do. . “ - - - L/Orient. 


Reuben G. Beasley, - . - de -« : . - : - Hayre de Grace. 
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Samuel Allinson, 
Theodore Privat, 
Jas. Jos. Debesse, 
Peter Suau, - - 
John S. Meircken, - 


John G. Boker, 


James Buchanan, - 
John Randolph Clay, 
Abraham P. —, 
John Ralli, - 
Henry Schielin, 
Edmund Brandt, 


Cornelius P. Van Ness, 
Arthur Middleton, - 
Alexander Burton, - 
William Stirling, - 
George G. Barrell, 
George B. Adams, - 
Maximo de Aguirre, 
Alfred H. P. Edwards, 
Payton Gay, - - 
George T. Ladico, - 
Nicholas P. Trist, - 
Robert R. Stewart, 
John Leonard, 

Henry K. Stearns, 
Lewis Shoemaker, 
Sidney Mason, 

John Owen, - 
Hopeful Toler, 
William H. Tracy, 
Sampson C. Russell, 


Thos. L. L. Brent, 
Israel P. Hutchinson, 


John H. Marsh, - 
Charles W. Dabney, 
William G. Merrill, 


William Pitt Preble, 
Auguste Davezac, - 
John W. Parkef, - 
John Wambersie, - 
William D. Patterson, 
Thomas Trask, - 
Louis Paimboeuf,_ - 
John Schillaber, 
Louis Mark, - - 
Jehu Hollingsworth, 


Charles Barnet, 
George Moore, 
J. G. Schwartz, 


Frederich Kahl, 
Frederich List, 


Ceneal, : : 
do. - - 
do. - - 

Commercial Agent, - 

Consul, - - - - 


SWITZERLAND. 
Consul General, - 
RUSSIA. 
Envoy Extraordinary and Min. 
Secretary of nape, - 
Consul, - - . 
do. - - - - 


do. . > = : 
do. . ‘ 


SPAIN. 


Envoy Extraordinary and Min. Plen. 


Secretary of oe, - - 
Consul, - - - 

do. ° 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Commercial Agent, 

do. * - : 

do. : - 
Consul, - 

do. - 

do. - - 
Commercial Agent, 

do. - - - 


do. - 


PORTUGAL. 


Chargé d’ Affaires, - 
Consul, - - - 
do. - - 
do, - 
do. 
do. 


NETHERLANDS. 


Minister, - - 
Chargé d’ Affaires, 
Consul, - - 

do. - - 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Consul, 
do. 


do. 


Consul, - 
do. 


Consular Edablishment 7S the United States. 


Cette. 

La Rochelle. 
Guadaloupe Island. 
Martinique Island. 


Switzerland. 


St. Petersburgh. 
do. 
do. 
Odessa. 
Taganrog. 
Archangel. 


Madrid. 

do. 
Cadiz. 
Barcelona. 
Malaga. 
Alicante. 
Bilboa. 
Island of Manilla. 
Island of Teneriffe. 
Balearic Islands. 
Havana, Cuba. 
Trinidad, do. 
St. Jago, do. 
Baracoa, do. 
Matanzas, do. 
St. John’s, Porto Rico. 


Puerto del Principe, Cuba. 


Ponce, Porto Rico. 
Guayama, do. 
Mayaguez, do. 


Lisbon. 
do. 
Oporto. 
Island of Madeira. 
Fayal. 
Cape de Verd Islands. 


Brussels and the Hague 
do. do. 

Amsterdam. 

Rotterdam. 

Antwerp. 

Surinam. 

Island of Curagoa. 

Batavia. 

Ostend. 

St. Eustacia. 


Venice. 
Trieste. 
Vienna. 


Darmstadt. 
Duchy of Baden. 
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SWEDEN. 


Christopher Hughes, Chargé d’ Affaires, Stockholm. 

David Erskine, - Consul, - - do. 

c. A. Murray, - - do. - - Gottenburg. 

Helmich Janson, - a  <..s Bergen, in Norway. 
George W. Crump, =). - St. Bartholomew. 


DENMARK. 


Henry Wheaton, - . - Chargé d’Affaires, - Copenhagen. 
John Raynals, Consul, - - - - do. 

Nathan Levy, - 7 2 . - Island of St. Thomas. 
Joseph Ridgway, . dx. - - . - Island of St. Croix. 


PRUSSIA. 


William T. Simons, ° - Consul, . - ° Elbervelt. 
Frederick Schillow, : - do. - - - - - Stettin. 


SAXONY. 
C. F. Goehring, - . Consul, - - : - - Leipzig. 
HANSEATIC TOWNS. 


John Cuthbert, - - Consul, - - - . - - Hamburg. 

Joshua Dodge, - - do. - - - Bremen. 

Jos. Hill Clark, - ao - - Lubec. 

Ernest Schwendler, - do. - Free Imperial City of Frankfort on the 
f Maine. 


ITALIAN STATES. 


Thomas Appleton, - — - Consul, - we - Leghorn, Tuscany. © 
James Ombrosi, - - - do. - - - - - - Florence, Tuscany. 
RobertCampbell,  - do. - - - Genoa, Sardinia. 
Victor A. Sasserno, - do. - - - . - Nice, Sardinia. 


ROMAN STATES, AND KINGDOM OF THE TWO SICILIES. 


John Nelson, - . - - Chargé d’Affaires, - - - - Naples. 
Felix Cicognani, - - Consul, - - . - . - Rome. 
Alexander Hammet, - - do. - - - - - - Naples. 
Benjamin Gardiner, - - do. - - - : Palermo. 
John L. Payson, - - do. - - - - - - Messina. 


SMYRNA. 
David Offley, - . - Consul, - - - - : - Smyrna. 


BARBARY POWERS. 
Algiers. 
George F. Brown, - Commercial Agent, - do. 
Samuel D. Heap, - Consul, - - - - Tunis. 
Daniel S. McCauley, do. - - - - : Tripoli. 
James R. Leib, - do. - - - - - Tangier, Morocco. 


UNITED MEXICAN STATES. 


Anthony Butler, - - Chargé d’Affaires, - - Mexico. 

James S. Wilcocks, Consul, - - - - do. 

George R. Robertson, - do. - Tampico. 

Thomas Reily, : : do. - - Aguatulco. 

Harvey Gregg, - do. - - - Acapulco. 

James James, - - - - do. Vera Cruz and Alvarado. 
Daniel W. Smith, - do. Matamoros on Rio Grande. 
John 8. Langham, - : do. Chihuahua. 

James Davis, - - do. Santa Fe. 

James W. McGoffin, do. - Saltillo. 

Henry Perrine, : do. Campeche. 

James Lenox Kennedy, do. - - - Guaymas, Mazatlan, and San Blas. 
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David G. Barnet, - - Consul, - Galvezton. 
do. San Antonia. 
do. Guazacoalco. 
William Keath, - - do. Petic and Guaymas. 
Daniel W. Pope, do. Tabasco. 
John W. Langdon, - do. . Laguna, Isla del Carmen. 


REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA. 


Thomas P. Moore, - - - Envoy Extraordinary and Min. Plen. Bogota. 

J. C. Pickett, - - - Secretary of Legation, - do. 

John M. Macpherson, : - Consul, - - - Carthagena. 

J.,G. A. Williamson, do. . : - Laguayra. 

Alexander Danouille, — - - - do. - : - Santa Martha. 
do. : - - Guayaquil. 

Alfred Lausat, - - . - do. - - - - Maracaibo. 

Franklin Litchfield, . - . fa. - - Puerto Cabello. 

Gilbert Dennison, - - - do. - . - - : - Panama. 

Thomas F. Knox, - - - - do. - - : - Angostura. 


BRAZIL. 


Ethan A. Brown, - - - Chargé d’Affaires, - - - Rio de Janeiro. 
John Martin Baker, - - - Consul, - - - do. 

Woodbridge Odlin, : - do. - - - - - San Salvador. 

John T. Mansfield, - - - do. . . - - Pernambuco. 
Abraham R. Smith, - do. . : . . . Para. 

Joshua Bond, . - - do. - - - Montevideo. 

Charles B. Allen, - - - do. - - - - - Island of Maranham. 
Isaac Austin Hayes, . do. - - - . Rio Grande. 

George Black, - - - do. : - “ ° - Santos. 

Lemuel Wells, - - - do. . - ‘ - - - Island of St. Catherine 


REPUBLIC OF CENTRAL AMERICA. 
Ch. G. Dewitt, - - - - Chargé d’Affaires, - - - - Guatemala. 


Charles Savage, - . - - Consul, - - do. 
G. Coursault, - - - - - do. - - : - - Truxillo. 


REPUBLIC OF BUENOS AYRES. 


Francis Baylies, - - - - Chargé d’Affaires, - - - Buenos Ayres. 
George W. Slacum, - . Consul, - . . - - do. 


CHILE. 
John Hamm, - - - - Chargé d’Affaires, - - . St. Jago de Chile. 


Thomas S. Russell, - . . - Consul, - - - - - - Valparaiso. 
Daniel Wynne, - - - do. - : - . - St. Jago de Chile. 


REPUBLIC OF PERU. 
Samuel Larned, - . . - Chargé d’Affaires, - : Lima. 
William F. Taylor, . “ - Consul, - . - Quilca and Arica. 


Asa Worthington, - . “ do. ° - = - Lima. 
Obediah Folger, - - . do. - - Paita. 


HAYTI, (ST. DOMINGO. ) 
F. M. Dimond, - - Commercial Agent, - Port au Prince. 
Joshua Webb, - - - do. . - - - - Aux Cayes. 
Samuel Israel, . . do - . - - Cape Haytien. 
SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
John C. Jones, jr. - - Commercial Agent, - Sandwich Islands. 
CHINA. 


John H. Grosvenor, - . Consul, - - Canton. 
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TURKEY. 


David Porter, : 
William B. Hodgson, 
Frederic E. Bunker, 


Chargé 
Drogoman, - 
Consul, - - 


d’Affaires, - 
- do. 


- Constantinople. 


Sublime Porte. 


BELGIUM. 


Hugh S. Legaré, 


- Chargé d’Affaires to the King of Belgium. 


BAVARIA. 


Robert Ruedoffer, - - Consul, . 


: Munich. 


ee 


General instructions to the consuls and commercial agents of 


the United States. 
The following instructions are intended to supersede 
those which have, at different periods, been issued from 
this department, embodying directions to those officers, 


and arranging them under proper heads, for the purpose | 


of making them easily referred to, and producing uni- 
formity in all the consular proceedings. 


Caarter f. 
if the duty of a consul on his appointment before he enters 
on the exercise of his official duties. 


Ant. 1. 


United States for the district in which he resides, to be 
suficient. He is to transmit the bond, executed, to this 
department, for the approval of the Secretary of State, 


and, if he receives no notice that further security will be 
required, he will, with all convenient despatch, ‘after re- | 
ceiving his commission and instructions, depart for the | 
place of his destination, giving notice to the department | 


of the time of his departure, and of the vessel in which 
heembarks. On his arrival at the place of his destination, 
he will give notice to the department of the fact. If the 


consul appointed be, at the time of his appointment, a | mas 
; State, 


resident of the country to which he shall be appointed, 
his consular bond must be executed by him, and trans- 


mitted to the United States for the purpose of being ex- | 


ecuted by his sureties, who must be residents of the 
United States. 


Cuarrer I. 


Of the formalities to be observed by a consul or vice consu!, 


afler entering upon the duties of his office. 


Art. 2. The first duty of a consul, on his arrival, will 


be to transmit his commission to the minister of the United | 


States, if there be one near the Government of the coun- 


try to which he is sent, to the end that he may obtain the | 


usual exequatur. This he must see made public in the 
manner usual in such country; and he will then apply to 
the person having charge of the consular seal, and the 
archives of the consulate to which he is appointed, for 
the delivery thereof, making an inventory of the papers 
Q r effects they may contain, or verifying a former 
tory, ifany such has already been mac le, and passing 
ceipt for the same; transmitting a copy of such in- 
-ntory to the department, if it has not already been 


me; or, if any additions have been made to such ar- 
chives since the 


the additional articles not contained in the former in- 

ventory 

_Anr. 3. If there are any funds in the hands of the 

_ r incumbent of the office, the y must be delivered 
ver to his successor, unless they are the proceeds of the 


effects of an American, who has died intestate more than 


As soon_as a consul receives notice of his ap- | 
pointment, he is required to execute a bond, with such | 
sureties as shall be certified by the district attorney of the | 





last transmission, then sending a copy of 


a year, and which, according to the second section of the 
act of the 14th of April, 1792, ought to be remitte dito 
the Treasury of the United States, in which case the con- 
sul who received the same shall make the remittance. 
Ant. 4. Having entered on the duties of his office, the 
consul must immediately give notice thereof to the De- 
partment of State, to the minister of the United States in 
the country to which such consul is appointed, and to the 
consuls of the United States residing in the same coun- 


| try, and in the ne ighboring ports of other countries. And 


no consul is to absent himself from the country of his 


consular residence, without leave first obtained from the 


Dep: artment of State, or from the diplomatic agent of the 
United States in that country, unless in cases of emer- 
gency, which must be made to appear to the satisfaction 
of the department. 


Cuapter Ill. 

Of the récort 

Ant. 5. The following record books are to be 
each consulate: 

1. A letter book, into which are to be copied all official 

notes and letters, (other than these addressed to the De- 

partment of State,) according to their dates, which are 


‘onsular Office 


ls and papers of the ¢ 
kept in 


| written by the consul or by his order 


9 


2. A book of correspondence with the Department of 

in which are to be copied, according to their dates, 
all the letters written by the consul to the department, 
with the returns and other documents accompanying the 
same. 

3. A record book for the entry of prote sts, and all 

ther official consular acts, in which all such acts, of every 
description, shall be fairly written. 

Art. 6. When a paper of any description shall be en- 
tered or’recorded in either of the said books, the s ume 
shall be indexed by a reference both to the name of the 
party and the subject of the paper. 

Art. 7. The answers received to official letters, and all 
other papers transmitted to the consulate intended to be 
permane ntly kept there, shall be kept ina prope t place, 
labelled according to their subject-matter, until a suffi- 
cient number shall be accumulated to form a volume, 
when they shall be bound up, and indexed in the same 
manner as is directed with respect to the other records. 

Ant. 8. All letters addressed to this department must 
be written on foolscap paper, in a fair hand, leaving an 
inch margin all round | the pag 
commen their correspond 
form. These letters are to be 
the ink lines which are herewith sent to regulate the 
distance between the written lines of the » communication, 
and the writer’s name, consulate, or agency, and date, 
regularly end¢ yrsed, after whic h they are to be 
envelope, and properly directed. The 
consuls are oars r requested not - put wafersor se aling- 
wax upon the com momentous and letters themselves, but 
onlv on the envelopes which enclose them 


2, and the consuls will re- 
ents to observe the same 
} 


folded in the manner of 


ri 
> 
| 


€ 
} 


must be 
neclosed in an 


aa nine 


awn 
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Arr. 9. All the abovementioned books must be regu-| therefore is not entitled to communicate directly with the 
larly paged; but, where blanks occur, (as in the book of| Government of the country in which he resides. Except 
original letters, from the covers and unwritten pages,) a under the special circumstances hereinafter mentioned, 
cross must be made over the blank page, and it is not to| whenever application is to be made to the Government, 
be numbered. it must be done through the minister of the United 

Ant. 10. ‘The consular booksare not to be mixed with| States, if there be one; if not, and the case should re. 
those of the consul’s private affairs; and his consular| quire it, the consul may make the application to the pro. 
business should, if possible, be transacted in a separate|per department, but in respectful terms, stating the 
apartment from that in which his ordinary commercial or} exigency of the case, and that an application to the sy. 
other affairs are carried on; and it must be designated by | bordinate officers could not be made, or had proved in. 
the arms of the United States exhibited at the entrance, | effectual. ; 5 
and the words Consulate of the United States, in English,; Arr. 17. The duties of a consul or vice consul are 
and in the language of the country where the consul resides. | such as are prescribed by positive law, or such as arise 

Ant. 11. A seal must be provided for every consulate, | from the nature of the office under the general commer. 
the impression of which shall be the American eagle in| cial laws of nations. a : ; 
the centre, with the name of the consulate around it. The first statute prescribing particular duties to consuls 
This seal is to be kept in some secure place, and used to|is the act of the 14th May, 1792. The first section of 
authenticate all documents given by the consul. this act relates solely to the consular convention with 

Art. 12. With these “instructions,” the consuls will| France, which being no longer in force, this section is ob- 
receive printed forms, which are to be employed in future|solete. A copy of so much of this act as is in force is 
in making the customary commercial returns. These re-| annexed to these instructions. 
turns are to be made regularly, half yearly, even if it 
should be necessary to transmit them in blank. The con- ; : cs ae 
suls are required, also, to give the respective sums at the Of the duties of consuls in relaiion to Intestates’ Estates. 
foot of the columns of figures; and, finally, after folding} Anr. 18. By the first clause of the second section, 
the returns in the shape of which they have a specimen | consuls and vice consuls are empowered to receive pro- 
in the accompanying blanks, to endorse them with the/tests or declarations, which captains, masters, crews, pas. 
name of the consul or agent, the consulate or agency, and | sengers and merchants, citizens of the United States, may 
the date; with a brief recapitulation, specifying the num-| make in the place for which such consul is appointed, and 
ber of vessels; the amount of tonnage; the number of! also such as foreigners may make before them relative to 
seamen, and, where possible, the estimated value of|the personal interest of any citizens of the United States. 
cargoes. The originals of these acts are to be kept in the book of 

Art. 13. Also, with these ‘‘instructions,” the consuls} records of the consulate, and copies, duly authenticated 
will receive another printed form, being a consular state-| under the consular seal, are to be given to such persons 
ment of fees, designed to accompany the printed forms of| as may demand the same. 
returns, described in the preceding article. In the spe-| By the second clause of the second section, where a 
cification of the items, the most scrupulous accuracy of| citizen of the United States shall die within the consular 
detail is expected. It is earnestly hoped that the consuls| district, the consul or vice consul shall take possession of 
and agents will co-operate with the department in its en-| his effects, shall sell at public auction such part of them 
deavor to organize a complete consular establishment, for|as may be of a perishable nature, and such further part 
which purpose they are requested to note such parts of|as may be necessary for the payment of the debts of the 
the forms mentioned in this and the next preceding arti-| deceased. 
cle, as they may deem susceptible of improvement, and} Butin order to execute this power, the following are 
to make such suggestions as may, in any way, contribute | prerequisites: 
to the object inview. This form is to be folded up like 1. That the laws of the country permit such adminis- 
that of which it is an accompaniment, and endorsed with] tration, or that it be stipulated by treaty. 
the name of the consul or agent, the consulate or agency,| 2. That the person have died without any legal repre 
the date, and the sum total, in dollars and cents. sentative, any partner in trade, or trustee, to take care 

When the blanks described in the foregoing articles] of his effects. 
fail, the consuls are instructed to make them out in the Arr. 19. In the execution of this duty, the following 
same form; and, for that purpose, they should always re-| requisites are prescribed by the act: 
tain one specimen of each, which they are to regard in} 1. An inventory must be taken of all the effects of the 
future as an established form. |deceased, with the assistance of two merchants of the 

Ant. 14. Whenever accounts are to be transmitted, they | United States, or, for want of them, of any others. 
must be enclosed in a separate communication, the sub-} In performing this branch of the consular duty, great 
ject of which must be confined exclusively to such ac-jattention is required; the word *‘ effects,” as under the 
counts. All duplicates must be written on separate /act, comprehends property of every description, includ- 
sheets or parts of sheets, and marked as duplicates. ling debts due. Merchants of great respectability are to 

Ant. 15. The consuls are requested in future to en-|be selected as the assistants of the consul. Although 
dorse, numerically, all their communications and returns | appraisement is not mentioned in the act, the consuls are 
thus: No. 1, No. 2, &c. &c.; so that at any time a defi-| instructed to have the apparent value of each article al- 
ciency in the series may be readily ascertained and sup-|fixed to it. If among the papers of the deceased are 
plied. Short marginal notes, too, indicating the subject-} found any evidences of debts, although they may not be 
matter of their communications, are particularly enjoined. |due in the consular district, yet they are to be placed in 


ithe inventory. 
Cuarrer lV. ; 7 | 
| 


Section 2. 





2. The commercial books of the deceased are to be 

Of the duties required to be performed by consuls and vice | Placed in the inventory, and particularly described, me! 

consuls of the United States. | tioning the number of pages each of the said books con- 

ee a |tains, and the consul shall place a certificate, signed 5) 

; |him, at the beginning and the end of each book, in such 

Of the nature of consular duties. | manner as to prevent any addition being made to them 

Arr. 16, A consul (exeepting those to the Barbary! The letter books of the deceased are comprehended in 

Powers) is not invested with any diplomatic powers, and! the term commercial books. 
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Arr. 20. This inventory must be entered in the con- 
sular books, and as doubts may arise whether this is such 
a document as is comprehended in the provisions of the 
first clause of this section of the law, the consul is in- 
structed to make two originals, that is to say, that the in- 
ventory be signed by him, and by his two assistants, both 
inthe book of records in which it is entered, and in the 
authenticated copy. 

Ant. 21. By the second section of the act aforesaid, all 
sales of the property of the deceased must be ‘at auc- 
tion, after reasonable public notice.” In the execution 
of this duty, the consul is instructed to give the same 
previous notice that is directed by the laws of the country 
for the judicial sale of property in execution, and at some 
public place; but whether it be required in judicial sales 
or not, notice must be given in at least one of the ga- 
zettes of the place, if any be printed there, both in Eng- 
lish and in the language of the country. 

Ant. 22. No property shall be sold as being of a pe- 
rishable nature until it has been viewed by three respect- 


able merchants, and by them, under oath, declared to be | 


of that description. 

Anr. 23. In one year after the death of the intestate, 
the consul is directed, by the said second section of the 
act aforesaid, **to transmit the residue of the estate un- 
sold, and the balance (in money, after paying the debts 
and charges) to the Treasury of the United States, to be 
holden in trust for the legal claimants. But if, at any time 
before such transmission, the legal representative of the 
deceased appear and demand the effects in the hands of 
the consul, he shall deliver them up, being paid his fees, 
and shall cease his proceedings.” 

Ant. 24. In the execution of the duty prescribed by 
the last preceding article, the consul ishereby instructed: 

1. To keep a regular account of all moneys re- 
ceived, as well for effects sold as for credits collected, 
and all sums expended, taking duplicate receipts, ex- 
pressing on what account the sums were paid, numbering 
them regularly; one of each of the said duplicates to be 
kept by the consul, the other to be delivered to the re- 
presentative of the deceased, or transmitted to the trea- 

ry, 1! no representative appear. 

To enter on his consular books a regular account 
n himself and the estate of the deceased, in which 
all enter to his debit all the moneys and effects that 
hands, and to his credit all the payments he 

nake, and, finally, the balance that he may deliver 
or remit, so as to close the account. A copy of this 
int shall be delivered to the representative of the 
d, or transmitted to the treasury, as the case 


soon as any estate shall be finally settled, the 
shall give notice to the department, designating 
valance in money, and the list of effects, which has 
1 transmitted to the treasury, or delivered to the re- 
entative of the deceased, as the case may be. 
‘there should be several parties, each claiming to 
representative of the deceased, and demanding 
ects, the consul must direct the parties to deter- 
ir rights in the tribunals of the country. 


Sretion 3. 


Of the duties of consuls in relation to Wrecks. 


Arr. 25. By the third section of the act aforesaid, the 
‘consuls and vice consuls, in cases where vessels of the 
United States shall be stranded on the coast of their con- 
Sulates respectively, shall, as far as the laws of the coun- 
try permit, take proper measures as well for saving such 
ls, their cargoes and appurtenances, as for storing 
ine the effects and merchandise saved, and for 

und inventories thereof; and the mer- 
ects saved, with the inventory and inyen- 
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\tories, shall, after deducting therefrom the expense, be 
delivered to the owner or owners. But no consul or vice 
consul shall take possession of any such goods, wares, 
| merchandise, or other property, when the master, owner, 
|or consignee thereof, is present, or capable of taking 
| possession of the same.” 
Ant. 26. In the execution of the duties prescribed by 
| this part of the act, the consul is instructed: 
| 1. That all vessels, parts of vessels, and any portion of 
| their cargo belonging to the citizens of the United 
| States, saved and brought into the consular jurisdiction, 
| after being wrecked, or in consequence of any disaster 
| at sea, are to be proceeded with in the same manner as if 
| the vessel had stranded within the consular jurisdiction; 
and if salvage shall be claimed and allowed by a compe- 
tent tribunal, the remainder of the effects, or the balance 
of their proceeds, if sold, shall be disposed of in the 


| same manner as is directed in the last preceding section 
| with respect to intestate’s estates; provided, in the case 


of salvage, that the court deciding the case will permit 
the consul to receive the effects and balance after paying 
the salvage. 

2. In some countries (as in Sweden) chartered com- 
panies have the privilege of taking possession of all pro- 
perty wrecked; in others it may be vested in particular 
magistrates or officers. In all these cases, the consul is 
not to interfere with the legal function of the proper offi- 
cer; but he may demand, as the representative of the 
absent master or owner, or as his official adviser if he be 
present, to assist at the taking of the inventory, the sale 
and all other proceedings in relation to the property. It 
is his duty to protect the interest of the owner, and, if 
his reasonable requests are not complied with, to take the 
necessary evidence, and transmit it to the Department of 
State. 

3. When any accident of this kind happens within his 
jurisdiction, the consul is to give immediate notice to the 
Department of State, designating the vessel and the own- 
ers or master. 

4. When there is no impediment from the laws of the 
country, all proceedings in relation to property wrecked 
are to be the same with those prescribed for the property 
of intestates. 


OECTION +. 


Of the duties of consuls in relation to the masters of Ame- 
rican vessels. ; 

Arr. 27. By an act of the Congress of the United 
States, passed the 28th February, 1803, a copy whereof 
is annexed to these instructions, it is in substance direct- 
ed that every master of an American vessel shall, on his 
arrival at a foreign port, deposite his register, sea letter, 
and Mediterranean passport, with the consul, vice consul, 
commercial agent, or vice commercial agent, under a 
penalty of five hundred dollars, ($500,) which the con- 
sul, vice consul, &c, &c. may recover in his own name, 
for the use of the United States; and that, whenever a clear- 
ance from the proper officer of the port shall be pro- 
duced to the consul, he shall deliver up all the ship’s 
papers, provided the master shall have complied with 
the provisions of the act of 28th February, 1803, and 
the act to which it isa supplement, (that is to say) the 
act of 14th April, 1792. 

Art. 28. By another section of the same act, it is di- 
rected, that whenever a vessel belonging to an American 
citizen shall be sold in a foreign port, and her company 
discharged, or whenever a mariner, a citizen of the Unit- 
ed States, shall, with his own consent, be discharged in 
a foreign country, it is the duty of the master or com- 
mander to produce to the cx nsul, vice consul, commer- 
cial agent, or vice commercial agent, the list of his ship’s 
company, certified rding to the first section of the 
act of 28th February, 1 , and to pay to such consul, 
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&e. &c. for every mariner being designated on such list | satisfaction; but the consuls are earnestly advised to avoid 
as a citizen of the United States, three months’ pay over|as much as possible all contentions of this nature wit} 
and above the wages which may be due to such mariner; | their countrymen, which tend to degrade our nationa| 
two-thirds to be paid by the consul to the mariner dis-| character abroad. 

charged upon his engagement on board of any vessel to| Ant. 33. When a vessel is sold under a decree of , 
return to the United States, and the remaining third to| court as having become unseaworthy, in consequence of 
be retained for creating a fund for the payment of ai accident or stress of weather, and the crew are dis. 
passage of mariners, citizens of the United States, who} charged in consequence of such sale, the three months’ 
may be desirous of returning to the United States, for the| wages are not to be required; but if the vessel is found 
maintenance of American seamen who may be destitute} not to be seaworthy, in consequence of some decay or de 
in such port; and the sums retained for such fund shall} fect at the inception of the voyage, the seamen are not to 


be accounted for to the treasury every six months by the/lose their wages on account of the fault of the owners, 


person receiving the same. 

Ant. 29. The under officers (below that of captain) 
are included in the provisions of this section; but the two| 
months’ wages are not to be paid in any case, unless the} 
person so discharged has engaged on board of some ves- 
sel to return to the United States. If no occasion offers) 
of a direct return, an engagement on board of a vessel! 
ultimately to return, will be sufficient, or, if no such ves- 


sel offers, the seaman will be entitled to his two months’| 


wages on his shipping for an intermediate convenient 
port. 

Arr. 30. Under the first of these sections, it will be} 
the duty of the consuls, immediately on the arrival of an 
American vessel in his consulate, should the master neg- 
lect to deliver his ship’s papers, as is directed by the 
law, to apprise him of the necessity of so doing, by show-| 
ing him the law that requires it, and of the penalty he 
will incur by refusal or neglect. When received, the 
papers are to be kept together in a place as safe as pos- 
sible, to guard against fire and other accidents; and the 
consul, on receiving such papers, shall make an entry in 
his consular record, specifying the time of delivery, the 
name of the vessel, the master, and what is the descrip- 
tion of the papers deposited, as register, sea letter, Kc. 
&c.; and when the master shall produce the clearance of 
his vessel, shall have complied with the directions of the 
act above recited, the consul shall, without delay, deliver 
up the papers, and shall make an entry in his consular 
record of the time of such delivery. 

Ant. 31. The provisions of the acts with which the| 
master is obliged to comply before receiving these pa-} 





pers, are: 

1. If any of the seamen are discharged, he must have| 
paid three months’ wages of such of them as, by the ship-| 
ping articles or description list of the seamen, shall ap-| 
pear to be American citizens. If they appear to be such| 
by either of these papers, no other evidence is required | 
or permitted. 

2. If avessel be bound fora port in the United States, | 
and there are destitute American seamen in the port, he| 
must agree to take such seamen on board as he shall be} 
requested to do by the consul, not exceeding two seamen] 
for every 100 tons burden of the vessel, on the terms he 
may agree on with the consul, not exceeding ten dollars] 
for each seaman. 

3. He must pay the fees for the following services, wl 
such of them as have been rendered by the consul for the} 
master or his vessel, according to the rules established by 
law, that is to say: 
1. For authenticating, under the consular seal, any act} 
whatever, which may be made, or passed in by the mas- 
ter, or at his request, for the concerns of the vessel, or 
its owners or freighters, two dollars. 

2. For any certificate of the discharge of a seaman, fif- | 
ty cents. 

These are the only fees for the payment of which, by 
the acts of Congress, a consul has a right to detain the| 
ship’s papers. 

Arr. 32. For all other dues, the consul may require | 
payment at the time the service, is performed, or re-| 
fuse his agency until they are paid for, or secured to his| 


| 


and the three months’ wages are to be exacted. 

Arr. 34. Ifany fine or penalty shall be incurred by the 
master of an American vessel under any of the laws above 
mentioned, the consul shall send to this department a cer 
tificate of the fact, under the consular seal, with a proper 
description of the vessel, designating the port to which 
she belongs, and the place of abode of the master; t 
the end that suits may be instituted for the recovery of 
the penalty. 


Section 5. 


Of the duties of consuls in relation to Seamen of the | 
ed States. 


Anr. 35. By the fourth section of the said act of 28th 
February, 1803, it is made the duty of consuls to provide 
for the mariners of the United States, who may be found 
destitute within their districts, sufficient subsistence and 
passages to the United States, in the most reasonable 
manner, at the expense of the United States, subject 
such instructions as the Secretary of State shall give; 


| the section also provides for the manner in which such 


mariners are to be transported to the United States. 

Under this section, the consuls are instructed: 

1. That all seamen shipped as American seamen are 
entitled to the benefit of its provisions, and they shall 
not be refused the relief provided for by it, under pre 
tence that they are not really American citizens. 

2. That the relief to be provided shall include board, 


| lodging, and medical attendance, and clothing, when ne 


cessary; all to be on the most reasonable scale, consist 


| with the comfort and proper support of the individual 


3. That the persons applying for relief be examined 
touching the manner of their being left destitute; and, if 
it shall appear from such examination that they have been 
discharged from any American vessel contrary to the p1 
vision of the third section of the act of 28th Februar 
1803, or that any other provisions of the said act or ot! 
laws of the United States have been violated, in ever 
such case it shall be the duty of the consul to transmit 
copy of the examination of the mariner to this depart 
ment, with such other information as may enable itt 


| cause prosecution to be instituted for such breach of t! 
| laws, designating the place at which the necessary wit 


nesses will probably be found. 

4. That, in all cases of such relief afforded, whether 
the seamen who have received it be returned to the Unit 
States or not, an exact account be furnished, in the bal! 
yearly returns made by the consul, of the name of t! 
individual, and the ship, its master, owner, and the ] 
to which she belonged, together with the sum expend 
with vouchers, where, from the nature of the case, the) 
can be procured. 

Art. 36. Where piracy, mutiny, or any other offe! 
against the laws of the United States, shall have bee 
committed on board of any vessel of the United States 
coming into the consular district, it is the duty of the 
consul, after taking the depositions necessary to establish 
the facts, to apply to the local authorities for means of s< 
curing the offenders while they remain in port, and | 
provide the means of sending them, without delay, to t! 
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United States for trial; and, in all such cases, where the| 
yessel, on board which the offence was committed, is not | 
pound to the United States, the consul is directed to pro-| 
cure two of the principal witnesses to be sent home with | 
the person accused; and he is, at the same time, to trans- 
mit certified copies of all the depositions he has taken 
in relation to the offence; an exact detail of all its circum- 
stances; and such information as may be necessary to se- 
cure the conviction of the offenders. 

Ant. 37. Great care must be taken in all cases of accu- 
sations against mariners, by their officers, not to confound 
a simple and casual disobedience of orders with the crime 
of mutiny, which has, in some cases, been made, in order 
to justify a discharge of seamen in a foreign port, con- 
trary to the directions of the act. In this, as in all other 
cases, the consuls are particularly instructed, while on 
the one hand they support the masters of vessels in the 
exercise of their proper authority, on the other to dis- 
courage and prevent all oppression of seamen by their 
officers. One essential object of the consular appoint- 
ment is the protection of this class of our fellow-citizens, 


their persons and interests in foreign countries, but, at 
the same time, a strict vigilance over their conduct. 


Section 6. 

Of the duties of consuls in granting certificates and passports. 

Arr. 38. Consuls are authorized to grant passports to 
American citizens, which must be authenticated by their} 
signature, and the consular seal, and must be in the form 
hereunto annexed. Great care and circumspection are 
required in the exercise of this duty, that passports be 
given to none but American citizens; and to give such 
passport to an alien, knowing him to be such, is an offence 
punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars, ($100,) to 
which the President will always add deprivation of office. 
The same observations apply to certificates that pro- 
perty belonging to aliens is the property of citizens, 
knowing the fact to be otherwise; by which offence a 
much higher penalty is incurred, the punishment being 
a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars, ($10,000, ) and| 
imprisonment not exceeding three years. Consuls, there.| 


Consular Establishment of the United States. 


[22d Cone. 2d Sess. 
can be found who are not engaged in commerce, they 
are to be selected. The consul is to be responsible for 
the official act of the consular agent appointed by him; 
and he must immediately give notice to the minister of 
the United States near the Government of the country 
where he resides, to the local authority of the place, and 
to this department, of such appointment. 





Cuaprer VY. 


Rules for the general conduct of consuls, not reducible to either 
of the preceding heads. 

Art. 43. Every law, edict, or regulation, in any way 
affecting the commerce of the United States, or of any 
other country than that in which the consular district 
lies, must immediately be transmitted to this department; 
and, if it be a local regulation operating only on a parti- 
cular port, the consul must also give immediate notice 
thereof to the minister, if there be any in the country to 
which the district belongs. 

Ant. 44. The consuls are expected, once in three 
months at least, to write to the department, if it be for no 
other purpose than that of apprising the department of 
their being at their respective posts. They are not re- 
quired to write oftener, unless in emergent cases, or 
where interest or business points out the propriety of 
more frequent communication. In their correspondence, 


jthey will note all events that bear upon the commerce of 


the country with the United States, and of our navigation, 
the establishment of new branches of industry in the ex- 
tent of their consulate, and the increase and decline of 
those before established; they will make such suggestions 
as, in their opinion, may lead to the increase of our com- 
merce or navigation, and point out those which have a 
contrary effect, with the means that appear proper for 
avoiding them. Samples of manufactures, and specimens 
of produce which appear to be valuable articles either of 
export or import, if not generally known, should be sent, 
if not too bulky, with the consular letters; and if too 
bulky, may be addressed to the collector of some of our 
principal ports; also, seeds of plants and grain which 
might be cultivated to advantage in the United states. 


fore, in all such cases, will require such evidence as willl {n general, the duties of the consular office require an 


show clearly that they had good reason to believe the 
truth of the facts they certify. 

Ant. 39. By the revenue laws of the United States, 
consuls are authorized to give certificates of the landing 
of merchandise, to obtain the benefit of drawback. As 
great frauds upon the revenue have sometimes been com- 
mitted by obtaining certificates without a due examina- 
tion of the articles, consuls are instructed to give no such 
certificates without personal inspection or full proof. 

Arr. 40. Authority is also given by the same laws to 
certify invoices of goods shipped for the United States; 


} + 
but tl 


the goods he may ship by the same vessel. 


venues, particular instructions will be given by the trea- 


attention to whatever can promote the commerce and na- 
vigation of our country, as well as to the particular affairs 
of the individuals of our nation who may require the exer- 
cise of the consular function. 

Arr. 45. The consuls are particularly cautioned not to 
enter into any contentions that can be avoided, either with 
their countrymen, or the authorities of the country in 
which they reside; referring questions of that nature to 
the minister or to this department, and using every en- 
deavor to settle, in an amicable manner, all disputes in 
which their countrymen may be concerned; countenanc- 


1¢ shipper is entitled to include in one invoice all|ing and protecting them with the authorities of the coun- 
On these and | try in all cases in which they may be injured or oppressed; 
all other subjects relating to duties regarding the re-|but firmly refusing them support when they have been 
: ) f ’ 


| wilfully guilty of any infraction of the laws, particularly 


sury, which will be equally obligatory as if they had pro-|in any attempt to defraud the revenue; and giving aid to 


eeded from this department. 
SEcTION 7. 
Uj the duties of consuls with respect to the appointment of 
consular agen's. 

Arr. 41. When there are several seaports in a consular 
strict, to which American vessels resort, it is the duty 
of the consul to appoint some fit person to be consular 
agent insuch port, who shall correspond with, and make 
his returns to him, (the consul, ) who shall transmit copies 
ofthem with his own quarterly returns. 

Ant. 42, Great care must be taken in the selection of 
consular agents. American citizens are to be preferred 
when other qualifications are equal; and when fit persons 


} 


ithe proper officers in preventing any such practices, 
\which, though they may prove a pecuniary benefit to 
lthe individuals concerned, leave a stain on the national 
| character. 

Ant. 46. It is at all times the duty of consuls exercising 
\the functions, and enjoying the privileges attached to 
\their offices, scrupulously to abstain from all participa- 
ition whatever, direct or indirect, in the political con- 
lcerns of the countries to which they are appointed, and 
'by whose Governments they are severally acknowledged 
land recognised in their public characters; but it is, at the 
same time, no less their dutv to report, freely and season- 
lably, to their own Governments all important facts which 
imay come to their knowledge, through authentic chan- 
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nels, touching the political condition of t these countries, {two aethins ($2. ¥ But every shipper shall have a richtt 
especially if their communications can be made subser-| include all articles shipped by him in the same invoic 
vient to, or may affect, the interest and wellbeing of} 5. For every certificate of discharge of any seama: 
their own. a foreign port, fifty cents. 

From the disturbed and unsettled condition of the re-| 6. And for receiving and paying the amount of wages 
publics of the South American and United Mexican States, | due on such discharge, two and a half per cent. 
and the excitements there prevailing, it is especially de-| 7. On the deposite of a ship’s papers, the consul shal] 
sirable that the consuls of the United States in those] give a certificate thereof under seal; and, on the delivery 
States should forbear intermeddling with their political | of them, a like certificate, for which he is entitled 
or local affairs in the smallest degree whatever, and that| above, two dollars ($2) each, making the whole of t! 
they should be equally on their guard against the enlist-| fees for the deposite and delivery of the papers, fi 
ment of their feelings or symps athies upon the side of any | lars, ($4,) which is not to be exceeded. 
of the political or sectional parties which divide them at} 8. No other or greater fees are to be charged to 
the present time. In their letters, even to this depart-|rican citizens for the services above enumerated; 
ment, upon such subjects, they will confine themselves} Ame rican citizens or others require other services, t! 
to the communication of important or interesting public] may be charged at the rate allowed to notaries in th 
events as they occur, in as concise and succinct a form as] p lace for the same services. 
may be convenient, avoiding all unnecessary reflections -——— 
or criticism upon the characters or conduct of indivi- Cuaprer IX. 
duals; and they will, on no occasions, give publicity, Of the expenses to be allowed to consul 
through the press, to opinions or speculations injurious to Ant. 49. When a consul is put to any extrac 
the public institutions of those countries, or the persons 


. os . 4 expense, such as postage for public desp: itches, 
concerned in the administration of them. in forwarding them when directed so to do, - 
allowed the same in his account with the dep rt 
Cuarres VI. lbut no provision is made for his house or office ret 
|tionery, or other ordinary expenses of his office 
Arr. 50. His accounts for the support of Am 


j seamen must be transmitted quarterly. 
| 
} 


Of the consular uniform. 
Art. 47. The consular uniform (as prescribed by the 
circular from this department, dated August 8th, 1815,|| Anr. 51. The consul going to a place where t! 
hereto annexed, ) must be worn on all visits of ceremony/no seal, flag, or arms of the United States provid 


to the authorities of the place, and on all other proper | the consulate, will be allowed the reasonable cos 
occasions. 


same. 
_--— EDW. LIVINGST‘ 
Cuarrenr VII. oumeieoentisins 
Of the intercourse between the consuls of the United States| In act concerning consuls and vice consuls. Pas: 
and the officers of the navy. 14th of April, 1792. 
ART. The rules laid down in the circular from this} And for the direction of the consuls and vice cor 
nad of the 25th of June, 1830, (hereunto ar 1-| the United States in certain cases, 
nexed,) are to be observed whenever a vessel of war of| Src. 2. Be tt enacted, 


2. That they shall have right 
the United States visits the consular residence. 


ports or places to which they are, or may be, s 
appointed, of receiving the protests or declarations 
Curcdees Vit. such captains, masters, crews, passengers, 
Of the fees to ba veceiuad by the consuls of the Uni 4... |a8 are citizens of the United States, may 
If the fees to be received by the consuls of the United States.} choose to make there ; and also such as any for 
The following are the fees allowed by law to be taken| choose to make before them, relative to the 
by the consuls of the United States for services they may | terest of any citizens of the United States; and th« 
have performed: of the said acts, ae authenticated by the said 
1. For authenticating, under the consular seal, every|or vice co nsuls, inder the seal of their consul 
protest, declaration, deposition, or other act which c: ap-| 5] spectively, shall reccive faith in law, equally as the 
tains, masters, mariners, seamen, passengers, merchants, | nals would in all courts in the United States. It s! 
or others as are citizens of the United States, may 


re- | their duty, where the laws of the country permit, 
spectively choose to make, the sum of two dollars, ($2 .)| posse ssion of the personal estate left 


It would appear, by the limitation to citi zens of the| United States, other than seame 


j i 
United States, that the fee for this service was not de-|or vessel, who shall die within theit 


signed to be prescribed where the service was rendered there no k gal representative, ps artner in ti 
to persons not citizens. In all such cases, ther¢ fore, | by him ap pointed, to take care of hi 
where the service is rendered to an alien, the consul is| inventory the same, with the assi 

at liberty to charge according to the fees allowed to no-| of the t nite d States, or, for 


as , 
taries in the country where he resides jat their choice; sh¢ leo llect 
in the dadinie whee he died, : 


2. For taking into possession, invent orying, selling, } 
his estate which he shall have there cont 
to law, the balance due the personal estate of any citi j}at auction, after reasonable 


paid | 
| 


per 


and finally settling, and paying or transmitting, according 
citizen | 


who shall die within the limits of his consulate, five per at s shall be of a px a ible nature, ; 

cent. on the gross amount of such estate. any, as shall be necessary for th 
If part of such estate shall be delivered over efore a} debts, at nd, at the expirs ition of one year fre 

final settlement, two and a half per cent. is aoa d on| the residue; and the balance of the esta 


Creasury of the Unite ; States 


1) .* 
1oiic HOC 


the part so delivered as is not in money, and five per cent. | mit 0: a Q 
on the gross amount of the residue |trust for the lk gal claimants. But if, 

3. For granti a certificate of the delivery of mer- | Such tr ansmission, the legal representat ative 
chandise under the revenue laws, one dollar, ($1; ;) and for | shall appear, and demand his effects in ‘thei 


administering the oath, twenty five cents. 1s} hall deliver them up, being paid their fees, and § 
1. For every verification and certificate of an invoice, | cease the ir proceedings. 
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For the information of the representative of the de- ltion of certain powers and duties in this act, to be exer- 
ceased, it shall be the duty of the consul or vice consul | cised or performed by the consuls and vice conde of the 
authorized to proceed as aforesaid in the settlement of his | United States, shall not be construed to the exclusion = 
estate, immediately to notify his death in one of the ga-| others resulting from the nature of their appointments, 
zettes published in ‘the consulate, and also to the Secretary jany treaty or con vention under which they may act. 
of State, that the same may be notified in the State to | 
which the deceased shall belong; and he shall also, as| |4n act of Congress of February 28, 1803, sup; lementary 
soon as may be, transmit to the Secretary of State an in-| te dle 4 Baal SS ea ee Bed i ¥ 
ventory of the effects of the deceased, taken as before di-) ‘2 “6 -#0° concer ning ee oe oe sy” and 

’ for the further protection of American seamen. 
rected. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said con-| Bi . t enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
suls and vice consuls, in cases where ships or vessels of | of ihe United States of America in Congress assembled, That, 
the United States shall be stranded on the coasts ef their} before a clearance be granted to any vessel bound on a 
consulates, respectively, shall, as far as the laws of the etre voyage, the master thereof s! hall deliver to the col- 
country will permit, take proper measures, as well for | lector of the customs a list, containing the names, places 
the purpose of saving the said ships or vessels, their car-| of birth, and residence, and a description of the persons 
goes and appurtenances, as for storing and securing the| who compose his ship’s company, to which list the oath 
effects and merchandise saved, and for taking an inven-| or affirmation of the captain shall be annexed, that the 
tory or inventories thereof; and the merchandise and ef-| said list contains the names of his cre w, together with the 
fects saved, with the inventory or inventories thereof, places of their birth and residence, as far as he c 
taken as aforesaid, shall, after deducting therefrom the| tain them, and the said collector shall delive 
expense, be delivered to the owner or owners: Provided, | fied copy thereof, for which the collector shall be enti- 
That no consul or vice consul shall have authority to take} tled to receive the sum of twenty-five cents; and the said 
posse ssion of any such goods, wares, merchandise, or other| master l noreover, enter into bond, with sufficient 
property, when the m: ister, owner, or consignee thereof} ty, in the sum of four hundred on ars, that he shall 
is — or capable of taking posse ssion of the same. | exhibit the aforesaid c« rtified copy of the list to the first 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may | bos ling officer at the first port in a + United States at 
ye lawful for every cons sul and vice consul of the l ed| which he shall arrive, on his return thereto, and then and 
States to take and receive the following fees of office for} there also produce the persons named th 


can ascer- 
r him a certi- 


{ 
:erein to the said 
the services which he shall have perf med: |boarding officer, whose duty it shall be to examine the 
For authenticating, under the consular s eal, every ~ en with such list, and to report the same to the collec- 
est, declaration, deposition, or other act, which such c ap-|tor; and it shall be the duty of the collector at the said 
3, Masters, Mariners, seamen, passengers, mercha ts, | port of al, (where the same is different from the por 
Soot thers, as are citizens of the United States, may 1 from which the vessel originally sailed, ) to tr: ansmit a copy 
spectively choose to make, the sum of two dollars. ~ tl so reported to him, to the collector of the > port 
For takin 1g into possession, inventorying, selling, and] from which said v an originally sailed: Provide d, That 
ally settling and paying, or transmitting, as aforesaid, | the said bond shall not be forfeited on account of the said 
balance due on the personal estate le ft by any citize n| master 1 producing to the first boarding officer, as afore- 

the United States who shall die within the limits of| said, any * the persons contained tn the said list, who 

( nsulate, five per centum onthe gross amount of such} may be discharg Lina foreign country with the consent 
estate lof the consul, 1 consul, commerc ial ag gent, or vice com- 
For taking into possession, and othe ‘rwise proceed iding, signified iting, under 
any such estate which sh: all | collector 


gal representative before a ent of the same, | with the other pers composing the crew, a afc resaid; 


j | { bsex nd- 
such part delivered over as shall not be in money, and] ing, or being forcibly 3 ‘essed int her service, of 
five per centum on the : 
And it shall be the 
c ‘ 


} 
is O1 


h reinbefore comel tw 


d tothe 


the United States ! 
*h they shall receive by virtue of this act, « xX] 
icular services for which they are pai 
And be it furthe wcled, VY) 
ssary for the interest of the 1 
nsul or consuls be ap poi inte d to re 
Presid 
xceeding 
appointed: y 
d to more than one 
he said coast. 
And 1 it further enacl 
ulshall, before they 
ru I ly in ul S ‘ 
the pas si fr Ol 
two years, oj 
approved by ti 
in a sum of not less than two thousand, nor ‘more than whe: 
n thousand doll irs, oe oned fe x the tru and faithfu il} ma 
if the duties a office, “dings 
se eaten for all moneys, goods, ar d| 
mi ay come into his posst ssion by virtue of] ¥ : 
and the reid bond shall be lodged in the office} . never a ship 
Secretary of the Treasury. | or vessel belonging to a citizen of the United States shall 
rd be it further enacted, That the specifica: ! | Df or 1 


» 


to law,} Such m 


S 


chars ged, 
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or when a seaman or mariner, a citizen of the United] Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any cons), 
States, shall, with his own consent, be discharged in a fo-| vice consul, commercial agent, or vice commercial agent 
reign country, it shall be the duty of the master or com-| shall, falsely and knowingly, certify that property belong. 
ander to produce to the consul, vice consul, commer-| ing to foreigners is property belonging to citizens of the 
cial agent, or vice commercial agent, the list of his ship’s| United States, he shall, | on conviction thereof in any 
company, certified as aforesaid, and to pay to such con-| court of competent jurisdiction, forfeit and pay a fine not 
sul, vice consul, commercial agent, or vice commercial exceeding ten thousand dollars, at the discretion of the 
agent, for every seaman or mariner so discharged, being| court, and be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
designated on such list as a citizer. of the United States, | three years. 
three months’ pay over and above the wages which may| Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any consul, 
then be due to such mariner or seaman, two-thirds thereof vice consul, commercial agent, or vice commercial agent 
to be paid by such consul or commercial agent to each) shall grant a passport, or other paper, certifying that any 
seaman or mariner so discharged, upon his engagement) alien, knowing him or her to be such, is a citizen of the 
on board of any vessel to return to the United States, and| United States, he shall, on conviction thereof in any court 
the other remaining third to be retained for the purpose] of competent jurisdiction, forfeit and pay a fine not ex 
of creating a fund for the payment of the passages of sea-/ ceeding one thousand dollars. 
men or mariners, citizens of the United States, who may| 
be desirous of returning to the United States, and for the | 
maintenance of American seamen who may be destitute, | = 
and may be in such foreign port; and the several sums} To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting 
retained for such fund shall be accounted for with the} No. —. 
treasury every six months, by the persons receiving the| [ Description. —Age — years; stature — feet — | 
same. | Eng.; forehead; eyes; nose; mouth; chin; hair; complex 
Src. 4. nd be it further enacted, That it shall be the] ion; face. Signature of the bearer. ] 
duty of the consuls, vice consuls, commercialagents, orvice| J, the undersigned, consul of the United States of Ame. 
commercial agents, of the United States, from time totime, | rica, hereby request all whom it may concern, to permit 
to provide for the mariners and seamen of the United | safely and freely to pass » the bearer hereof, a 
States who may be found destitute within their districts, | citizen of the United States; and, in case of need, to give 
respectively, sufficient subsistence and passages to some| him all lawful aid and protection. 
port in the United States, in the most reasonable manner, | Given under my hand and the seal of my consulate, 
at the expense of the United States, subject to such in-|[L.s.] at , in the year of , of the independer 
structions as the Secretary of State shall give; and that all| of the United States the 
masters and commanders of vessels. belonging to citizens| 
of the United States, and bound to some port of the same, | 
are hereby required and enjoined to take such mariners 
or seamen on board of their ships or vessels, atthe request] _, hs ; ‘ 
of the said consuls, vice consuls, commercial agents, or} rhe consular uniform, prescribed in the standing con 
vice commercial agents, respectively, and to transport} sular on sarin cena is abolished, and the following su 
them to the port in the United States to which such ships| tuted, ae . ; 
or vessels may be bound, on such terms, not exceeding] Single breast coat, of blue cloth, with standing cap 
ten dollars for each person, as may be agreed upon be-| collar, and ten navy buttons in front; one button on 
tween the said master and consul or commercial agent. | side of the cape; four on each cuff; four under each px 
And the said mariners. or seamen shall, if able, be bound flap; and one on each hip and in the folds; ~saghenichaaaarty 
to do duty on board such ships or vessels, according to! !" the centre; and one on each side of the same, at | 
their several abilities: Provided, ‘That no master or cap-| lower extremity of the skirts. 
tain of any ship or vessel shall be obliged to take a greater I he front, (f rom the cape down to the lower extre! 
number than two men to every one hundred tons burden| Ff the skirts,) cuffs, cape, and pocket flaps, to be « 
of the said ship or vessel, on any one voyage; and if any broidered in gold, representing a vine composed of 
such captain or master shall refuse the ‘same, on the re-| leaves; and the button holes to be = orked lenge. 
quest or order of the consul, vice consul, commercial| — — holes corresponding with the 
agent, or vice commercial agent, such captain or master | of the embroidery, which is not to exceed two incl 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars for| *"3 part. 5 
each mariner or seaman so refused, to be recovered for] . Vest and small clothes of white, and navy buttor 
the benefit of the United States in any court of compe-| former to have ten in front, and four under each p 
tent jurisdiction. And the certificate of any such consul} flap. With this dress, a cocked hat, small oe 
or commercial agent, given under his hand and official] shoes and buckles, are to be worn. The hat to bi 
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seal, shall be prima facie evidence of such refusal, in any| nished with gold loop, gold tassels, and black cx ck 

court of law having jurisdiction for the recovery of the! ith gold eagle in the centre; added to which, ado 

penalty aforesaid. ¢ understood that the mountings of the sword and shev 
Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the Secretary knee buckles are to be of gold, otherwise gilt. 

of State be authorized to reimburse the consuls, vice con-| ‘ : 

suls, commercial agents, or vice commercial agents, such | USEROUR a] 

reasonable sums as they may heretofore have advanced} DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 

for the relief of seamen, though the same should exceed | Washington, June 25, 18 

the rate of twelve cents a man per diem. Sin: I have the honor to subjoin the copy of a cir 
Sec. 6. And beit further enacted, That it shall and may | letter from the Secretary to the captains of the navy, prt 

be lawful for every consul, vice consul, commercial agent, | scribing the rules of etiquette to be observed by them 

and vice commercial agent of the United States, to take! relation to their intercourse with the consuls of the Unit 

and receive, for every certificate of discharge of any sea-| States resident at foreign ports where they may arr 

man or mariner in a foreign port, fifty cents; and for com-}and to state that these rules entirely coincide with 

mission on paying and receiving the amount of wages pay-| views of this department upon the subject. 

able on the discharge of seamen in foreign ports, two and| According to the first, the consul of the United States 

a half per centum residing at a foreign port which is visited by a ship 
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— ase es ies =< <= ————— 
war of the United States, is to receive the first visit from REDUCTION OF POSTAGE, ke. 
such ship, in the person of an officer belonging to it, de- Ix Susavs, deena eee 
puted and sent for that purpose by the commander; and Mr. GRUNDY. fr sai : Q 
this officer is then to tender to the consul a passage to the |": “SSS DY, from the Committee on the Post Office 
siid ship. In such cases, you will accordingly avail your-| 204 Post Roads, to which was referred the resolution 
self of the proposed accommodation whenever occasion oe the Senate of the 2d instant, directing an inquiry 
may require, as well for the purposes of making the first into the expediency of reducing and equalizing the 
yisit to the commanding officer of the ship in question,| T4t¢s of postage, and particularly of abolishing the post- 
(this being a mark of courtesy due to the commission anal age On newspapers, have had the same under consi- 
rank he holds in the navy of the United States, ) as for that deration, and report: 
of offering to him any services which your official situation} ‘That a majority of the committee, after the resolution 
may enable you to render for the convenience of his ship, | was referred to them, determined, at their first meeting, 
or those belonging to it; and you will accordingly receive |that the transportation of the mail ought not to be made 
and execute any such commissions as may be entrusted to}a charge upon the public treasury, and that the depart- 
you for these ends by him, as far as this may be compati-|ment should rely exclusively upon its own resources, ex- 
ble with your sense of public duty. |cept the expenditures in the General Post Office. They 
According to the second and last, ‘* it shall be the duty |accordingly directed the chairman to address a letter to 
of the commander of any of our ships of war (command-|the Postmaster General, asking his opinion and views as 
ers of squadrons excepted) to visit the consul general, |to what could be done, consistently with the principle laid 
and offer him a passage to the ship of war.” The consuls|down by the committee. A copy of that letter, and the 
general of the United States, where there are such offi-|answer of the Postmaster General, accompany this re- 
cers, will, accordingly, reciprocate these attentions on| port; and, from the facts disclosed in the letter, the com- 
the part of the commanders of the ships of war, or will |mittee are of opinion that there is no such sufficient cause 
pay the first honors to the commanding officers of squad- | of complaint against the rates of postage now imposed by 
rons, as the case may be; and they will, of course, em-|!aw, as would justify any material reduction of them; es- 
ploy their good offices, as far as it may be useful or proper | pecially when it is ascertained that such reduction would 
on their part, to promote the good and convenience of | diminish mail accommodations, and thereby impair the 
the service in which such vessels are engaged. | usefulness of the department. The committee, there- 
Lam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant. |fore, recommend the adoption of the following resolu- 
j tion: 
| Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, to pass 
jany act reducing or changing the rates of postage. 


[22d Cone. 2d Sess. 








Navy Deparrment, June 25, 1830. 


Sir: L have the honor to present, herewith, a copy of| 
the regulations of this department, prepared by the di-| Dean Sim: I have been directed by the Committee on 
rection of the President, for the government of the com-/the Post Office and Post Roads to transmit to you the 
manders of our ships of war in their intercourse with the | enclosed resolutions of the Senate, and to ask your opi- 
consuls of the United States residing in foreign ports. inion and views in relation to the several subjects embrac- 

Should it meet your approbation, it will be communi-|ed in said resolutions. The committee have decided that 
cated to the commanders of the national vessels of war;|the Post Office Department should rely exclusively upon 
and [ will be obliged to you, when convenient, for a copy |its own resources fur the transportation of the mail, and, 
of the corresponding regulations of the State Department | of course, any reduction in the rates of postage should be 
to our consuls abroad. made upon that principle, and not under the expectation 

Lam, very respectfully, sir, that a deficiency would be supplied from the Treasury of 
Your obedient servant, the United States. 
JNO. BRANCH. | Yours, with respect, 
FELIX GRUNDY. 


Senate Caamner, January 7, 18353. 


The Hon. Martin Van Buren, ma 
Secretary of State. Hon. Witiiam T. Barry, 


Postmaster General. 


Post Orrice DerarRTMEN’Y, 


[CIRCULAR. | | Janu wry 19, 1833. 


Navy Derantent, June 22, 183 Sin: In answer to your inquiry concerning my opinion 

To promote harmony and concert of action between |and views in relation to the several subjects embraced in 
commanders of our ships of war and consuls of the |the resolution of the Senate passed the 2d instant, I have 

Un'ted States residing in foreign ports, the following re-|the honor to state 

gulations have been established by direction of the Presi- From the earliest period of our Government, when the 

lent of the United States, and are promulgated for the | circulating medium of the country was much more limit- 

yovernment of the officers concerned. ed, and, consequently, its nominal value much greater 
1. Upon entering a foreign port where a consul of the | than at present, there has been no essential variation in 

United States resides, the commander of any of our ships|the price of postage, as w ill appear from the following 
f war shall send a boat on shore with an officer on board, |statements. The law of February, 1792, fixed the rates 

who shall visit the consul, and tender to him a passage to | thus: 7 

the ship of war. Postage on a single letter, for any distance not exceed- 
2. Where a consul general resides, it shall be the duty jing 30 miles, 6 cents. ; ; 

of the commander of any of our ships of war (command- Exceeding 30 miles, and not exceeding 60 miles, 8 cts. 





's of squadrons excepted) to visit the consul general, and es 60 *‘ - 100s 10 : 
otter him a passage to the ship of war. “~~ = “ 150 * 124 . 
}. The commander of a squadron will send a boat on es oe 200 of 18 
shore, as prescribed in the first regulation, tendering to le ae “a 250 * 17 s6 
the consul or consul general a passage on board to the oe. Saye “ 350 «* 20 =“ 
fag ship of war. ec. SR #8 . 450 «6 22 sé 
JNO. BRANCH. “450 § o5 « 





Neat 


ed 


EE 


ore 


eae 
Saal 






144 


22d Cone. 2d Sess. } 


Newspaper postage, not exceeding 1 10 miles, 1 ct. 
Exceeding 100 « 146 
The law was revised by Congress in May, 1794, and the 
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Eve 


not be wehea except between the principal commerce: 
cities on the seaboard. The frequency and celerity of 
mail intercourse must almost every where be diminished. 


same rates of postage were again deteraiaed upon, as} horse transportation must be substituted for that of maj] 


above stated, in 1792. 
The law of March 2 
as follows: 


» 1799, 


coaches on many important routes, and distinct and mop, 


fixed the rates of postage] tardy methods must be adopted for transporting ne WSpa. 


pers than letters. Such will be the 


inevitable cx 


Single letter postage, for any distance not exceeding quences, unless provision shall be made to defray the ex. 


40 miles, 8 cents. 
Exceeding 40 miles, and note xceeding 90 miles, 10 cts. 
“e Q0 ‘é ‘é 150 “é 124 “e 
150 300 17 
300 5090 20 
50U 25 

New spaper postage continued as before. 

The law was revised in 1810, but no change made in 
the rates of postage. 

From February 1, 1815, to a rch 31, 1816, fifty 
cent. was added to all postages, for the pt irpose of raisi ng | 
a revenue in aid of the expenses of the war 
country was then cugages. 

In April, 1816, Cong 
now stand, to wit: 

Single lett tter postage, for any distance 
30 miles, 6 cen 

Excceding 


“e ee ee ce ee 


«e te ce 


e¢ ee ce 


ress established the rates as they 
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3° . 
n exceeding 
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0 miles, and not exceeding 80 miles, 
150 


£00 
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ee ce 


124 


18; 


~ 
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ee se “ec 


ee 


spa 


st 


ee 


New 


yer posta: 


I 


was 


e continued as befor 
the postage reduced to one cent., th 
more than 100 miles, if delivered in the 
which it was printed. 
In 1825 the law was 
were confirmed, as above, in 1816. 
Under these circumstances, I was wv 
clusion that the rates of postage were 
no important difference in their aye nre gree am 
be contemplated. An experie1 of f 
out producing an opposite cor Wiction in the pul blic mind, 
was deemed sufficient to justify the co clusion that the 
principle was settled. isti 


il 
' 
e 


\ ugh conveyed 


same 


4 
L 


revised, but the rates of postage 


ec arranted 


sO far 


J 
On this seleniake ull the e3 
contracts for transporting the mails have been predi 
A reduction of the rates will, of course yall 
important reduction in the mail facilities of 1 
In relation to postage on newspapers, the cot 
will be noless embarrassing. The expense ¢ 
ports ation is very great, and their num! 
— It is an occurrence « 
lat n weigf ht : 
one 1 lreds of 
of from e ghty to upwards of ¢ 
if the n them shall be al 
be multiplied, and 


1 +} 
creased It will pro! 


ine ¢ xpens ) 
ably the 

many of our village newspapers by supplyin: 
with 7 rom the cities, which will render 
to p for their rapid transportation at 
‘T ages returned on newspa r 
>t 50th of June last, 254, 
this sum shall be abstracted from the revenu 
par ‘ee n it, and oe same, or increase 
l, it must be 


c 


> 


S f alm 


postar 
postapye 


ve 


it 


I 
amounted to $ 


vers for the year end- 


ing the 796 
d services stil 
us that its present 
s Own resources. 
yance of letters by mail affords ac 
ble , with but little weight to transport. That 
revenue isthe principal support of the department. The 
conveyance of newspapers, by mail, gives a heavy weig 
totr Pansy] 


iormec ODVIC 


. ‘ 

a upon it 
‘ 

ive nS: ide a- 


revenu 


} 
tit 
ort, W it} 


if the revenue arising from lett 
be materially dimit 1ished, or if that ari ing’ from newspa- 
pers shall be abolished, it will be necessary so toa 


a} 
hem 


ail facilities of the country, as th 


r post: 


daily mails ez 


| 


per! 


in which the} 


pense from the treasury—a resort never solicited, ne 
desired, and never given. 

With these views, which are the result of certain ca! 
|culation, the course which it will be most eligible , 


. | adopt, is respectfully submitted to the wisdom of th 


mittee. 
I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. T. BARRY 
Fruix Grounpvy, Chairman of the 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

U. S. Senate. 


Hon. 


| Report from the Tstaiaiie General, in compliance 


10 cts. 


e, except that} 


State m} 


solution of the Senate, relating to the expenses of ti 

ing the Mail, and extra allow ances made to c 
In Senate, February 21, 1833 

Post Orrice Department, 19¢h eliciai 


Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate, 
June 9, 1852, I have the honor to submit the fol! 
report 


The 


19? 


resolution calls for a report of ** the amount of 


joe e of transporting the mail, and all the contingent 


oa 
of 


tl to the business of the 
any expense. | 


‘}and 


other 
far 
tra 
i8 


* expenses attending the post officesin eac 
as the same can be ascertaine d, with the amou 
aioe ances made to contractors since the Ist of Jan 
30.7? 


1 St 


Not having received official information of the p 
the resolution, I was not apprised of its ex 
some time after the comme »ncement of the pres 
ion; when, being advised of it through the hon 
mover of the resolution, the journals of the last s 
earched, where it was, for the first time, disco 
me. This will account forthe delay to furnish t! 


were s 


‘he accounts of postmasters, with their ¢ 
} contingent expenses 
kept in alphabetical order, 


omp¢ 
of their several off 
and not separately, 
various items of ¢ 
e thou -ounts for « 
amounting to about seventy thous: 
> embraced in the resolution, and e shi 
| amount in each State separately, would sone) \ 
length of time than the period of any one sess 
admit, and an amount of labor far beyon ‘a what is all 
de partmer 
The incidental expenses of the department consis 
cipally in the disbursements made for mail bags, mail | 
keys, blanks for postmasters’ accounts, post 
pping paper for putting up mails, agencics, 
mai il bags and locks are sent indiscriminately throu; 
the States; and agencies are common to different $ 


S- na act 


g 
XC 


Blanks are furnished to each postmaster according to 


| expense of the amount sent to each. 


1 but a light revenue compared with th ir 


magnitude of his office, without any account of t! 
It is, 
o specify the amount of expense in each Stat 
In the transport: ation of the mail, a very consid 


propo rtion of the routes run par 


: 7 
therefore, 
ssible t 


Pp 


Stat 


tly into on 


ge shall} partly into another; and, in some instances, the same r 


{rans into three or four di fferent States. In these cases 


abri dge| \is impossible to determine what proportion of the ¢ 


is incurred for the t transportation in each State 
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routes also frequently pass through a State forthe benefit} There was a saving during the same time 
of other States, rather than for the benefit of the State|in renewing the contracts in two divisions, 
through which they pass. Such is the great mail route | viz. 
between Philadelphia and New York. Itis placed under} Southwestern division, from January 1,1830 19,195 37 
the head of New Jersey. Thirty miles of it are in the State | Southern division, from January 1, 1831 - 25,047 87 
of Pennsylvania, fifty-nine in New Jersey, and one mile in — 
New York; yet it is principally for the benefit of the two $44,243 24 
cities, which constitute its extreme points; and more than msn 
five times the benefit of it results to New York above that | Leaving the amount of extra allowances from 
of New Jersey, This principle is still more strikingly| January 1, 1830, to January 1, 1832, be- 
illustrated in the mail route between Mobile and New Or-| yond the amount curtailed in the same pe- 
leans. It runs into the three States of Alabama, Missis-| riod a - - - - $74,828 63 
sippi, and Louisiana. More than half of the whole route} The amount of expenses for transporting the mail for 
is in Mississippi, and of course more than half its expense | the year 1831, was - - - $1,320,097 56 
is incurred for transporting the mailin Mississippi; yet the | The amount of expenses for transporting 
State of Mississippi derives no immediate benefit from it,| the mail for the year 1829, was - 1,245,268 93 
except the supply of the little isolated office of Pascagou- ee 
la, which does not yield $100 a year nett revenue to the| The difference agreeing with the above 
department. It must, therefore, be obvious that, if the} statement of increase, is - - $74,828 63 
exact amount expended for transporting the mail in each | The amount paid for compensation to postmasters, includ- 
State could be given, it would but very imperfectly exhi-| ing the contingent expenses of their offices, from Janu- 
bit the amount ofexpenditure for the benefit of each State,} ary 1, 1830, to January 1, 1832, was - $1,278,963 60 
or the comparative view of mail accommodation which|The incidental expenses of the depart- 
each State enjoys. But another difficulty] presents it-| ment were, from January 1, 1830, to 
self, which cannot well be obviated. It often happens,| January 1, 1832 - - - 135,837 32 
and in the most important mail routes, that one person | The foregoing statements exhibit the whole expenses 
or company contracts for a gross sum for carrying the | of the department for the two years from January 1, 1830, 
mail on several routes lying in different States. In such |to January 1, 1832, viz. 
cases there is no rule by which it can be ascertained what | For transportation of the mails - - $2,592,25 
proportion of that sum is applicable to the transportation |Compensation to postmasters, including 
ineach State. If the division should be estimated in the} the contingent expenses of their offices 1,2 
exact proportion to the number of miles travelled in each | Incidental expenses - : 3 
State, it would be exceedingly incorrect, because the meet 
transportation of the mail, owing to the difference of roads, $4,007,054 
the different degrees of weight and celerity, and the dif- — 
ference in number of passengers, costs four times as much I have the honor to be, 
per mile on some routes as upon others in the same vi- Very respectfully, sir, 
cinity. Your obedient servant, 
The mail routes in the United States are civided into} W. T. BARRY. 
four sections, viz. the northeastern, comprising the States | To the honorable Hues L. Wauarres, 
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, | President of the Senate. 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New York; the middle, | EOE ooo 
comprising the States of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-| Message from the President of the United States, transmitt- 
ware, Maryland, Ohio, and Kentucky, and the Territory| fing copies of the proclamation and proceedings in re- 
of Michigan; the southern, comprising the States of Vir-| Jution to South Carolina. ; 
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, and | 
the Territory of Florida; the southwestern, comprising s , 
the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, ‘vGslemen | Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana, and the Territory of Ar- the United States: 
kansas. In my annual message, at the commencement of your 
Without a greater amount of labor than can be given to| present session, I adverted to the opposition to the re- 
it during the present session, the division of the expense | venue laws in a particular quarter of the United States, 
for transportation cannot be made beyond that of the four} which threatened not merely to thwart their execution, 
livisions. |but to endanger the integrity of the Union. And al- 
The amount of expense for transporting the mail from|though I then expressed my reliance that it might be 
the Ist January, 1830, to the Ist January, 1832, was— overcome by the prudence of the officers of the United 
For the northeastern section - " . $640,024 29/States and the patriotism of the people, I stated that, 
For the middle section - . - 780,976 41|should the emergency arise rendering the execution of 
For the southern section = - - - 701,476 68/|the existing laws impracticable from any cause whatever, 
For the southwestern section - - 469,776 16| prompt notice should be given to Congress, with the sug- 
- | gestion of such views and measures as might be necessa- 
Total $2,592,253 54/ry to meet it. 
———=———— | _ Events which have occurred in the quarter then allud- 
The amount of extra allowances made to the contractors |ed to, or which have come to my knowledge subsequent- 
during the same peried was-- lly, present this emergency. 
In the northeastern division - . $2 3| Since the date of my last annual message, I have had 
In the middle division . 4 4.\ officially transmitted to me by the Governor of South 
27 |Carolina, which I now communicate to Congress, a copy 
9 13/of the ordinance passed by the convention which assem- 
| bled at Columbia, in the State of South Carolina, in No- 
Total amount of additional allowances for two vember last, declaring certain acts of Congress therein 
years : ° . - - $119,071 87 | mentioned, within the timits of that State, to be absolutely 
|null and yoid, and making it the duty of the Legislature 


In Senate, January 16, 1833. 
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to pass such laws as would be necessary to carry the same|the Ist of February. 
into effect from and after the 1st of February next. bring the subject to the serious consideration of Congress, 
The consequences to which this extraordinary defiance|in order that such measures as they, in their wisdom, may 
of the just authority of the Government might too sure-|deem fit, shall be seasonably provided; and that it may 
ly lead, were clearly foreseen, and it was impossible for| be thereby understood that, while the Government is dis. 
me to hesitate as to my own duty in such an emergency. | posed to remove all just cause of complaint, as far as m: Ly 
The ordinance had been passed, however, without any} be practicable consistently with a proper regard to the 
certain knowledge of the recommendation which, froma} interests of the community at large, it is, nevertheless, 


view of the interests of the nation at large, the Execu-| determined that the supremacy of the laws shall be main 
tive had determined to submit to Congress; and a hope | tained. 


was indulged that, by frankly explaining his sentiments, 
and the nature of those duties which the crisis would de- 
volve upon him, the authorities of South Carolina might 
be induced to retrace their steps. In this hope, I deter- 
mined to issue my proclamation of the 10th of December 
last, a copy of which I now lay before Congress. 


It therefore becomes my duty t 


\O 


In making this communication, it appears to me to be 
proper not only that I should lay before you the acts anj 
proceedings of South Carolina, but that I should also ful. 
ly acquaint you with those steps which I have already 
caused to be taken for the due collection of the revenue 


and with my views of the subject generally, that the sug 
[regret to inform you that these reasonable expecta-| gestions which the constitution requires me to make, in 


tions have not been realized, and that the several acts of} regard to your future legislation, may be better under. 
the Legislature of South Carolina, which I now lay before | stood. 


you, and which have, all and each of them, finally passed, 
after a knowledge of the desire of the administration to 
modify the laws complained of, are too well calculated, 
both in their positive enactments, and in the spirit of op-| 
position which they obviously encourage, wholly to ob- 
struct the collection of the revenue within the limits of 
that State. 

Up to this period, neither the recommendation of ~~ 
Executive in regard to our financial policy and impost| Instructions were accordingly issued on the 6th of N 
system, nor the disposition manifested by Congress| vember to the collectors in that State, pointing out th 
promptly to act upon that subject, nor the unequivocal | respective duties, and enjoining upon each a firm and y 
expression of the public will, in all parts of the Union, | gilant, but discreet performance of them in the emergen 
appears to have produced any relaxation in the measures cy then apprehended. 
of opposition adopted by the State of South Carolina; I herewith transmit copies of these instructions, and of 


nor is there ay reason to hope that the ordinance and /|the letter addressed to the district attorney requesting | 
laws will be abandoned. 


I have no knowledge that an attempt has been made, | 


This subject having early attracted the anxious atten. 
tion of the Executive, as soon as it was probable that the 
authorities of South Carolina seriously meditated resist. 
ance to the faithful execution of the revenue laws, it was 
deemed advisable that the Secretary of the Treasury 
|should particularly instruct the officers of the Unit 
States in that part of the Union as to the nature of the 
duties prescribed by the existing laws. 





| co- -operation. These instructions were dictated in th 
hope that, as the opposition to the laws by the anomalo 


or that it is in contemplation, to reassemble either the | proceeding of nullification was represe nted to be of 


convention or the Legislature; and will be perceived) cific nature, to be pursued, substantially, aaeelion to 
that the interval before the 1st of February is too short|the forms of the constitution, and without resortin 
to admit of the preliminary steps necessary for that pur-jany event, to force or violence, the measures of its ad 
pose. It appears, moreover, that the State authorities} vocates would be taken in conformity with that —_ 
are actively organizing their military resources, and pro-| sion; and, on such supposition, the means afforded | 
viding the means, and giving the most solemn assurances | existing laws would have been adequate to meet 
of protection and support to all who shall enlist in oppo-| emergency likely to arise. 
sition to the revenue laws. | It was, however, not possible altogether to suppres 
A recent proclamation of the present Governor of|apprehension of the excesses to which the excitement 
South Carolina has openly defied the authority of the} prevailing in that quarter might lead: but it certain 
Executive of the Union, and general orders from the|ly was not foreseen that the meditated obstruction t 
head quarters of the State announced his determination | laws would so soon openly assume its present character 
to accept the services of volunteers, and his belief th: at, | Subsequently to the date of those instruc ate | 
should their country need their services, they will be|ver, the ordinance of the convention was passed, 
found at the post of honor and duty, ready to lay down|if complied with by the people of that State, must « ef c 
their lives in her defence. Under these orders, the forces | tually render inoperative the present revenue laws wit 
referred to are directed to ‘*hold themselves in readiness|in her limits. 
to take the field at a moment’s warnin gi" a and in the city | That ordinance declares and ord: uins, ** that the 
of Charleston, within a collection district isi a port of }acts and parts of acts of the C ongress of the U 
entry, a rendezvous has been opened for the purpose of States, purporting to be laws for the imposing af dut 
enlisting men for the magazine and munic ipal g ruard. jand imposts on the importation of foreign commodities, 
Thus, South Carolina presents herself in the attitude of|and now having operation and effect within the United 
hostile P! ‘eparation, and ready even for military violence, | States; and, more especially, ‘An act in alteration of tt 
if need be, to enforce her laws for preventing the collec- | sever: al acts imposing duties on impor 1 on tl 
tion of the duties within her limits. }19th of May, 1828; and also an act entitled ‘ An act t 
Proceedings thus announced and matured must be dis-j alter and ame nd the several acts imposing duties on in 
tinguished from menaces of unlawful resistance by irre-| ports,’ approved on the 14th July, 1832, are unauthor- 
gular bodies of people, who, ac ting under temporary de-|ized by the constitution of the U cs States, and yiolate 
lusion, may be restrained by reflection, and the influence|the true intent and me aning thereof, and are null ar 
of public opinion, from the commission of actual outrage. | vn and no ~ ah nor binding upon the State of South 
in the present instance, aggression may be regarded as ‘arolina, its office and citizens; and all promises, « 
committed when it is officially authorized, and the means ante and cbllatiines made or entered into, or to be 
of enforcing it fully provided. 


made or entered into, with purpose to secure the duties 
Under these circumstances, there can be no doubt that} 


imposed by the said acts, and all judicial proceeding 
it is the determination of the authorities of South Caroli-| which shall be hereafter had i in affirmance thereof, 


na fully to carry into effect their ordinance and laws after} shall be held utterly null and void.” 
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It also ordains, ‘* that it shall not be lawful for any of 
the constituted authorities, whether of the State of South 
Carolina or of the United States, to enforce the payment 
of duties imposed by the said acts within the limits of the 
State, but that it shall be the duty of the Legislature to 
adopt such measures, and pass such acts as may be neces- 
sary to give full effect to this ordinance, and to prevent 
the enforcement and arrest the operation of the said acts 
and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States, 
within the limits of the State, from and after the 1st of 
February next; and it shall be the duty of all other con- 
stituted authorities, and of all other persons residing or 
being within the limits of the State, and they are hereby 
required and enjoined, to obey and give effect to this or- 
dinance, and such acts and measures of the Legislature as 
may be passed or adopted in obedience thereto.” 

It further ordains, ** that in no case of law or equity, 
decided in the courts of the State, wherein shall be drawn 
in question the authority of this ordinance, or the validi- 
ty of such act or acts of the Legislature as may be passed | 
forthe purpose of giving effect thereto, or the validity of | 
the aforesaid acts of Congress imposing duties, shall any 
appeal be taken or allowed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, nor shall any copy of the record be per- 
mitted or allowed for that purpose; and the person or 
persons attempting to take such appeal may be dealt with | 
as for a contempt of court.’ 

It likewise ordains, ‘¢ that all persons holding any office 
of honor, profit, or trust, civil or military, under the 
State, shall, within such time, and in such manner as the 
Legislature shall prescribe, take an oath well and truly to 
obey, execute, and enforce this ordinance, and suc h act | 
or acts of the Legislature as may be passed in pursuance 
thereof, according to the true intent and mnannrany x of the | 
same; and on the “neglec t or omission of any such person 
or persons so to do, his or their office or offices shall be 
forthwith vac: ated, and shall be filled up as if such person 
or persons were dead, or had resigned; and no person | 
hereafter elected to any office of honor, profit, or trust, 
civil or military, shall, until the Le srislature shall otherwise 
provide and direct, enter on the execution of his office, 
or be, in any res] pect, competent to discharge the duties 
thereof, until he sl all, in like manner, have taken a simi- 
lar oath; and no juror shall be e mpanne lled in any of the 
courts of the State, in any cause in which shall be drawn | 
in question this ordinance, or any act of the Legislature 
passed in pursuance thereof, unless he shall first, in ad- 
dition to the usual oath, have taken an oath that he will 
well and truly obey, execute, and enforce this ordinance, 
and such act or acts of the Legislature as may be passed to 
carry the same into operation and e ffect, ac cording to the 
true intent and meaning thereof.’ 

The ordinance concludes: ‘* And we, the people of 
South Carolina, to the end that it may be fully unde ratood 

by the Government of the United States, and the people | 


of the co-States, that we are determined to maintain this | 
ordinance and declaration at every hazard, do further hak 


clare that we will not submit to the application of force 
on the part of the Federal Government to reduce this 
State to obedience; but that we will consider the ps are 
by ongress of any act authorizing the employment of : 
military or naval force 
her constituted authorities, or citizens; or any act 
abolishing or closing the 
hem, or otherwise obstructing the fix 
of vessels to and from the said ports; 

the part of the Federal Government to coerce the State, 
shut up her ports, destroy or harass her commerce, 
‘nforce the acts hereby declared to be null and void, 
otherwise than through the civil tribunals of the country, 
‘Ss inconsistent with the longer 
Carolina in the Union: 
will thenceforth hold themselves 


against the State of South Caroli. |t 


ports of this State, or any of ( 
‘e ingress and egress |1ts dependencies, the services of two thousand volunteers, 
or any other act on | 


or to {calvalry, field and heavy 


continuance of South |supplying all « 
and that the people of this State 
absolved from all fur- | 
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ther obligation to maintain or preserve their political con- 
nexion with the people of the other States, and will forth- 
with proceed to organize a separate Government, and to 
do all other acts and things which sovereign and inde- 
pendent States may of right do.” 

This solemn denunciation of the laws and authority of 
the United States has been followed up by a series of 
acts, on the part of the authorities of that State, which 
manifest a determination to render inevitable a resort to 
those measures of self-defence which the paramount duty 
of the Federal Government requires; but, upon the adop- 
tion of which, that State will proceed to execute the 
purpose - has avowed in this ordinance, of withdrawing 
from the Union. 

On the 27th of November, the Legislature assembled 
at Columbia; and, on their meeting, the Governor laid 
before them the ordinance of the convention. In his 
message on that occasion, he acquaints them that “ this 
| ordinance has thus become a part of the fundamental law 
lof South Carolina;” that ‘the die has been at last cast, 
jand South Carolina has at length appealed to her ulterior 
|sovereignty as a member of this confederacy, and has 
|planted herself on her reserved rights. The rightful ex- 
je rcise of this power is not a question which we shall an 
longer argue. It is sufficient that she has willed it, ond 
that the act is done; nor is its strict compatibility with our 
|constitutional obligation to all laws passed by the General 
| Gor ernment, within the authorized grants of power, 
jto be drawn in question, when this interposition is exert- 
jed in a case in which the compact has been palpably, de- 
liberate sly, and dangerously violated. That it brings up 
a conjuncture of deep and momentous interest, is ne either 
|to be concealed nor denied. This crisis presents a class 

of duties which is referable to yourselves. You have 
been commanded by the people, in their highest sove- 
jreignty, to take care that, within the limits of this State, 
their will shail be obeyed.” ‘* The measure of legisla- 
tion,” he says, ‘* which you have to employ at this crisis, 
is the precise amount of such enactments as may be ne- 
ic cessary to render it utterly impossible to collect, within 
tour limits, the duties imposed by the protective tariffs 
\thus nullified.’’ He proceeds: ¢* 7 hat you should arm ev ery 
\citize n with a civil process, by w hich he may claim, if he 
| pleases, a restitution of his goods, seized under the exist- 
ling imposts, on his giving security to abide the issue of a 
| suit at law, and, at the same time, define what shall con- 
|stitute treason against the State, and, by a bill of pains 
jand penalties, compel obedience, and punish disobedience 
to your own law Ss, are points too obvious to require any 
discussion. In one word, you must survey the whole 
| ground. You must look to and provide for all possible 
contingencies. In your own limits, your own courts of 
judicature must not only be supreme, but you must 
| took to the ultimate issue of any conflict of jurisdiction 
and power between them anc 1the courts of the United 

States. 

The Governor also asks for a to grant clearances, 
a violation of the laws of the Union; and, to prepare for 
ithe alternative which must happen unless the United 
Sts ates shall passively surrender their authority, and the 

: xecutive, disre gardi ng his oath, refrain from e xecuting 

» laws of the Union, he recommends a thorough revi- 
sion of the militia system, and that the Governor ‘be 
authorized to accept, for the defence of Charleston and 


eithe 
into a legionary 


r by companies or files;”’ and that they be formed 
brigade, consisting of infantry, riflemen, 
artillery; and that they be 
‘armed and equipped, from the public arsenals, com. 
pletely for the field; and that appropriations be made for 
leficiencies in our munitions of war.”? Jn 
ot lit yn to these volunteer draughts, he recommends that 
ithe Governor 


be authorized ** to accept the services of 
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ten thousand volunteers from the other divisions of the| white males between the ages of sixteen and sixty, anq 
State, to be organized and arranged in regiments andj for the purchase of arms, ordnance, and ammunition. | 
brigades; the officers to be selected by the commander-in| also declares that the power conferred on the Governor 
chief; and that this whole force be called the State] shall be applicable to all cases of insurrection or invasion, 
Guard.” or imminent danger thereof, and to cases where the laws 
A request has been regularly made of the Secretary of} of the State shall be opposed, and the execution thereof 
State of South Carolina for authentic copies of the acts] forcibly resisted, by combinations too powerful to be sun. 
which have been passed for the purpose of enforcing the| pressed by the power vested in the sheriffs and other ciyi] 
ordinance; but, up tothe date of the latest advices, that} officers; and declares it to be the duty of the Governor, 
request had not been complied with; and, on the present/in every such case, to call forth such portions of militig 
occasion, therefore, reference can only be made to those} and volunteers as may be necessary promptly to suppress 
acts as published in the newspapers of the State. such combinations, and cause the laws of the State to be 
The acts to which it is deemed proper to invite the} executed. 5 
particular attention of Congress, are— No. 9 is ‘An act concerning the oath required by the 
1st. ‘* An act to carry into effect, in part, an ordinance| ordinance passed in convention at Columbia, on the 24th 
to nullify certain acts of the Congress of the United] of November, 1832.” This act prescribes the form of the 
States, purporting to be laws laying duties on the impor-| oath, which is, to obey and execute the ordinance, and al] 
tation of foreign commodities,” passed in convention of| acts passed by the Legislature in pursuance thereof; and 
this State, at Columbia, on the 24th November, 1832. | directs the time and manner of taking it by the officers of 
This act provides that any goods seized or detained, under| the State, civil, judiciary, and military, 
pretence of securing the duties, or forthe non-payment of} It is believed that other acts have been passed, embra. 
duties, or under any process, order, or decree, or other pre-| cing provisions for enforcing the ordinance, but I haye 
text, contrary to the intent and meaning of the ordinance, | not yet been able to procure them. 
may be recovered by the owner or consignee by ‘‘anact of; I transmit, however, a copy of Governor Hamilton's 
replevin.” That, in case of refusing to deliver them, or| message to the Legislature of South Carolina, of Governor 
removing them so that the replevin cannot be executed, } Hayne’s inaugural address to the same body, as also of his 
the sheriff may seize the personal estate of the offender} proclamation, and a general order of the Governor and 
to double the amount of the goods; and, if any attempt} commander-in-chief, dated the 20th of December, giving 
shall be made to retake or seize them, it is the duty of| public notice that the services of volunteers will be accept 
the sheriff to recapture them. And that any person who| ed under the act already referred to. 
shall disobey the process, or remove the goods, or any If these measures cannot be defeated and overcome by 
one who shall attempt to retake or seize the goods under| the power conferred by the constitution on the Federal 
pretence of securing the duties, or for non-payment of| Government, the constitution must be considered as incom 
duties, or under any process or decree contrary to the| petent to its own defence, the supremacy of the lawsis at 
intent of the ordinance, shall be fined and imprisoned, be-|an end, and the rights and liberties of the citizens can no 
sides being liable for any other offence involved in the act.| longer receive protection from the Government of the 
They not only abrogate the acts of Congress, 


It also provides that any person arrested or imprisoned] Union. 
on any judgment or decree obtained in any federal court] commonly called the tariff acts of 1828 and 1852, but they 
for duties, shall be entitled to the benefit secured by the] prostrate and sweep away, at once, and without excep 


habeas corpus act of the State in cases of unlawful ar- 
rest, and may maintain an action for damages; and that, 
if any estate shall be sold under such judgment or de- 
cree, the sale shall be held illegal. It also provides that 
any jailor who receives a person committed on any pro- 
cess or other judicial proceedings to enforce the payment 
of duties, and any one who hires his house as a jail to re- 
ceive such persons, shall be fined and imprisoned. And, ' 
finally, it provides that persons paying duties may recover] repealed, but all others, though laid for the purpose of 
them back with interest. revenue merely, and upon articles in no degree suspected 
The next is called ** An act to provide for the security| of being objects of protection. The whole revenu 
and protection of the people of the State of South Ca-|tem of the United States in South Carolina is obstructed 
rolina.” and overthrown; and the Government is absolutely pro- 
This act provides, that, if the Government of the Unit-/ hibited from collecting any part of the public res 
ed States, or any officer thereof, shall, by the employ-| within the limits of that State. Henceforth, not only the 
ment of naval or military force, attempt to coerce the| citizens of South Carolina and of the United States, | 
State of South Carolina into submission to the acts of | the subjects of foreign States, may import any description 
Congress declared by the ordinance null and void, or to} or quantity of merchandise into the ports of South Car 
resist the enforcement of the ordinance, or of the laws/lina, without the payment of any duty whatsoever. Tha 
passed in pursuance thereof, or in case of any armed or! State is thus relieved from the payment of any part of the 
forcible resistance thereto, the Governor is authorized to} public burdens, and duties and imposts are not only ret 


tion, every act, and every part of every act, imposing any 
amount whatever of duty on any foreign merchandise; and, 
virtually, every existing act which has ever been passed 
authorizing the collection of the revenue, including t! 

act of 1816, and, also, the collection law of 1799, the con 
stitutionality of which has never been questioned. It is 
not only those duties which are charged to have been im- 
posed for the protection of manufactures that are thereby 


SVS- 





resist the same, and to order into service the whole, or so| 


much of the military force of the State as he may deem 
necessary; and that in case of any overt act of coercion, 
or intention to commit the same, manifested by an un- 
usual assemblage of naval or military forces in or near the 
State, or the occurrence of any circumstances indicating 
that armed force is about to be employed against the 
State, or in resistance to its laws, the Governor is author- 
ized to accept the services of such volunteers, and call 
into service such portions of the militia as may be re- 
quired to meet the emergency. 

The act also provides for accepting the service of the 


jdered not uniform throughout the United States, buta 
direct and ruinous preference is given to the ports of that 
State over those of all the other States of the Union, in 
manifest violation of the positive provisions of the const 

| tution. 

| In point of duration, also, those aggressions upon the 
authority of Congress, which, by the ordinance, are mad 
part of the fundamental law of South Carolina, are al 
lute, indefinite, and without limitation. They neither pre- 
scribe the period when they shall cease, nor indicate an) 
| conditions upon which those who have thus undertaker 
arrest the operation of the laws are to retrace t 


volunteers, and organizing the militia, embracing all freeiand rescind their measures. They offer to the United 
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States no alternative but unconditional submission. Ifthe|ed, even in the modified form proposed, than what de- 
scope of the ordinance is to be received as the scale of pends upon the improbable contingency, that, amid 
concession, their demands can be satisfied only by a repeal changing events and increasing excitement, the senti- 
of the whole system of revenue laws, and by abstaining ments of the present members of the convention, and of 
from the collection of any duties and imposts whatsoever. | their successors, will remain the same. 

It is true, that in the addressto the people of the United} It is to be regretted, however, that these conditions, 
States by the convention of South Carolina, after announ-} even if they had been offered in the same binding form, 
cing “the fixed and final determination of the State in|are so undefined, depend upon so many contingencies, and 
relation to the protecting system,” they say ‘‘ that it re-|are so directly opposed to the known opinions and inte- 
mains for us to submit a plan of taxation, in which we|rests of the great body of the American people, as to be 
would be willing to acquiesce, in a liberal spirit of con-|almost hopeless of attainment. The majority of the States, 
cession, provided we are met in due time, and in a be- and of the people, will certainly not consent that the pro- 
coming spirit, by the States interested in manufactures.” | tecting duties shall be wholly abrogated, never to be re- 
In the opinion of the convention, an equitable plan would | enacted at any future time, or in any possible contingen- 
be, that ‘the whole list of protected articles should be|/cy. As little practicable is it to provide that ‘*the 
imported free of all duty, and that the revenue derived | same rate of duty shall be imposed upon the protected 
from import duties should be raised exclusively from the | articles that shall be imposed upon the unprotected;’ 
unprotected articles, or that whenever a duty is imposed | which, moreover, would be severely oppressive to the 
upon protected articles imported, an excise duty of the | poor, and, in time of war, would add greatly to its rigors. 
same rate shall be imposed upon all similar articles manu-| And though there can be no objection to the principle, 
factured in the United States.”” The address proceeds to properly understood, that no more revenue shall be raised 
state, however, that ‘‘they are willing to make a large}than is necessary for the constitutional purposes of the 
offering to preserve the Union, and with a distinct decla-| Government, which principle has been already recom- 
ration that it is a concession on our part, we will consent |mended by the Executive as the true basis of taxation, 
that the same rate of duty may be imposed upon the pro-|yet it is very certain that South Carolina. alone cannot 
ected articles that shall be imposed upon the unprotected, | be permitted to decide what these constitutional purposes 
provided that no more revenue be raised than is necessary | are. i L 
to meet the demands of the Government for constitutional} The period which constitutes the due time in which the 
purposes, and provided also that a duty substantially uni-|terms proposed in the address are to be accepted, would 
form be imposed upon all foreign imports.” seem to present scarcely less difficulty than the terms 

It is also true, that, in his message to the Legislature, |themselves. Though the revenue laws are already de- 
when urging the necessity of providing ‘* means of secur- clared to be void in South Carolina, as well as the bonds 
ing their safety by ample resources for repelling force by |taken under them, and the judicial proceedings for car- 
force,” the Governor of South Carolina observes that he|rying them into effect, yet, as the full action and opera- 
“cannot but think that, on a calm and dispassionate re-|tion of the ordinance are to be suspended until the Ist 
view by Congress, and the functionaries of the General|of February, the interval may be assumed as the time 
Government, of the true merits of this controversy, the| within which it is expected that the most complicated 
arbitration, by a call of a convention of all the States, | portion of the national legislation, a system of long stand- 
which we sincerely and anxiously seek and desire, will be |ing, and affecting great interests in the community, is to 
accorded to us.” — ” ibe rescinded and abolished. If this be required, it is 

From the diversity of terms indicated in these two im-| clear that a compliance is impossible. 
portant documents, taken in connexion with the progress | In the uncertainty, then, that exists as to the duration 
of recent events in that quarter, there is too much reason | of the ordinance, and of the enactments aor enforcing it, 
toapprehend, without in any manner doubting the inten-|it becomes imperiously the duty of the Executive of the 
tions of those public functionaries, that neither the terms| United States, acting with a proper regard to all the great 
proposed in the address of the convention, nor those al-}interests committed to his care, to treat those acts as ab- 
luded to in the message of the Governor, would appease | solute and unlimited. They are so, as far as his agency 
the excitement which has led to the present excesses. It|is concerned. He cannot either embrace or lead to the 
is obvious, however, that, should the latter be insisted on, | performance of the conditions. He has already discharg- 
they present an alternative which the General Government | ed the only part in his power, by the recommendation in 
of itself can by no possibility grant, since, by an express | his annual message. The rest Is with Congress and the 
provision of the constitution, Congress can call a conven-| people; and until they have acted, his duty will require 
tion for the purpose of proposing amendments only ‘¢on| him to look to the existing state of things, and act under 
the application of the Legislatures of two-thirds of the |them, according to his high obligations. — 
States.” And it is not perceived thatthe terms presented| By these various proceedings, therefore, the State of 
in the address are more practicable than those referred to | South Carolina has forced the General Government, un- 
in the message. lavoidably, to decide the new and dangerous alternativ e of 

It will not escape attention that the conditions on which permitting a State to obstruct the execution of the laws 
itis said, in the address of the convention, they ‘* would | within its limits, or seeing it attempt to execute a threat 
be willing to acquiesce,” form no part of the ordinance. of withdrawing from the Union. ‘That portion of the 
While this ordinance bears all the solemnity of a funda-! people at present exercising the authority of the State, 
mental law, is to be authoritative upon all within the|solemnly assert their night to do either, and as solemnly 
limits of South Carolina, and is absolute and unconditional | announce their determination to do one or the other. 
nits terms, the address conveys only the sentiments of | In my opinion, both purposes are to be regarae das re- 
the convention in no binding or practical form; one is the | volutionary in their characte rand tendency, and subver- 
act of the State, the other only the expression of the opi-/|sive of the supremacy of the laws and of the integrity of 
nions of the members of the convention. To limit the|the Union. The result of each is the same; since a State 
effect of that solemn act by any terms or conditions what-|in which, by a usurpation of power, the constitutional 
ever, they should have been embodied in it, and made of |authority of the Federal Government is ope nly defi d and 
mport no less authoritative than the act itself. By the|set aside, wants only the form to be in lependent of the 

itive enactments of the ordinance, the execution of the | Union. 


iaws of 











} “the neon! “a cinele State t solve ti 
5 right of the people of asingle State to absolve them- 


the Union is absolute ly prohibited; and the ad- rh i . ; : 
lress offers no other prospect of their being again restor-: selves at will, and without the consent of the other States, 
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from their most solemn obligations, and hazard the liber- | principle of good faith, inviolably bound. Under thi, MM to ec 
ties and happiness of the millions composing this Union, | obligation they are bound, and should be required to cop. not 
cannot be acknowledged. Such authority is believed to | tribute their portion of the public expense, and to submi: I ed I 
be utterly repugnant both to the principles upon which | to all laws made by the common consent, in pursuance of I jawf 
the General Government is constituted, and to the objects | the constitution, for the common defence and gener J parn 
which it is expressly formed to attain. welfare, until they can be changed in the mode which tle J abso 
Against all acts which may be alleged to transcend the | compact has provided for the attainment of those grea: IJ of t 
constitutional power of the Government, or which may be | endsof the Governmentand of the Union. Nothing less thay 9 whi 
inconvenient or oppressive in their operation, the constitu- | causes which would justify revolutionary remedy, can ab. 9 tem 
tion itself has prescribed the modes of redress. It is the | solve the people from this obligation; and for nothing Jess J thro 
acknowledged attribute of free institutions, that, under} can the Government permit it to be done without viola. I oaly 
them, the empire of reason and law is substituted for the | ing its own obligations, by which, under the compact, jt whic 
power ofthe sword. To no other source can appeals for | is bound to the other States, and to every citizen of the [i equi 
supposed wrongs be made, consistently with the obliga-} United States. Unit 
tions of South Carolina; to no other can such appeals be| These deductions plainly flow from the nature of the J per 
made with safety at any time; and to their decisions, when | federal compact, which is one of limitations, not only up case 
constitutionally pronounced, it becomes the duty, no less | on the powers originally possessed by the parties thereto, 9 ciall 
of the public authorities than of the people, in every case | but also upon those conferred on the Government, and J the 
to yield a patriotic submission. press department thereof. It will be freely conceded J bot! 
That a State, or any other great portion of the people, | that, by the principles of our system, all power is vested i the 
suffering under long and intolerable oppression, and hav-/|in the people; but to be exercised in the mode, and sub. 9 tuti 
ing tried all constitutional remedies without the hope of| ject to the checks which the people themselves have pre. 9 null 
redress, may have a natural right, when their happiness! scribed. These checks are, undoubtedly, only different HJ pub 
can be no otherwise secured, and when they can do so modifications of the same great popular principle which with 
without greater injury to others, to absolve themselves | lies at the foundation of the whole, but are not, on that cons 
from their obligations to the Government, and appeal tothe | account, to be less regarded or less obligatory. ame 
jast resort, needs not, on the present occasion, be denied. | Upon the power of Congress, the veto of the Execu. own 
The existence of this right, however, must depend upon | tive, and the authority of the judiciary, which is to cxtend I give 
the causes which may justify its exercise. Itis the wi/tima!to all cases in law and equity arising under the constitu. 9 st 
ratio, which presupposes that the proper appeals to all| tion, and laws of the United States made in pursuance hers 
other means of redress have been made in good faith, and | thereof, are the obvious checks; and the sound action of over 
which can never be rightfuily resorted to unless it be un- | public opinion, with the ultimate power of amendment, sista 
avoidable. It is not the right of the State, but of the in- | is the salutary and only limitation upon the powers of the J fore 
dividual, and of all the individuals in the State. It is the | whole. Ir 
right of mankind generally to secure, by all means in their | However it may be alleged that a violation of the com. toa 
power, the blessings of liberty and happiness; but when, | pact, by the measures of the Government, can affect the autl 
for these purposes, any body of men have voluntarily as- obligations of the parties, it cannot even be pretended ove 
sociated themselves under a particular form of Govern-|that such violation can be predicated of those measures i Sou 
ment, no portion of them can dissolve the association | until all the constitutional remedies shall have been fully hap 
without acknowledging the correlative right in the re-|tried. If the Federal Government exercise powers | i pres 
mainder to decide whether that dissolution can be per-| warranted by the constitution, and immediately affecting Hj ot 
mitted consistently with the general happiness. In this individuals, it will scarcely be denied that the proper re- 9 “ef 
view, it isa right dependent upon the power to enforce | medy is a recourse to the judiciary. Such, undoubtedly, Hj 
it. Such aright, though it may be admitted to pre-exist, jis the remedy for those who deem the acts of Congres ij P 
and cannot be wholly surrendered, is necessarily subject-! laying duties and imposts, and providing for their collec. Hj 
ed to limitations in all free Governments, and in compacts | tion, to be unconstitutional. The whole operation of such Mi &* 
of all kinds, freely and voluntarily entered into, and inj laws is upon the individuals importing the merchandise 4 
which the interest and welfare of the individual become} A State is absolutely prohibited from laying imposts or int 
identified with those of the community of which he is a| duties on imports or exports, without the consent of Con- 9" ' 
member. In compacts between individuals, however | gress, and cannot become a party, under these laws, rh 
deeply they may affect their relations, these principles | without importing in her own name, or wrongfully inter. ij 
are acknowledged to create a sacred obligation; and in; posing her authority against them. By thus interposing, 
cempacts of civil Government, involving the liberties and | however, she cannot rightfully obstruct the operation of 
happiness of millions of mankind, the obligation cannot be | the laws upon individuals. For their disobedience to 
less. violation of, the laws, the ordinary remedies through thi p 
Without adverting to the particular theories to which ' judicial tribunals would remain. ‘And ina case where an Pet 
the federal compact has given rise, both as to its forma- \individual should be prosecuted for any offence against Nes 
tion and the parties to it, and without inquiring whether | the laws, he could not set up, in justification of his act, a 
it be merely federal, or social, or national, it is sufficient |law of the State, which, being unconstitutional, would 
that it must be admitted to be a compact, and to possess | therefore be regarded as null and void. The law of 4 
the ebligations incident to a compact; to be **a compact | State cannot authorize the commission of a crime ag 
by which power is created on the one hand, and obedience | the United States, or any other act which, according t 
exacted on the other; a compact freely, voluntarily, and | the supreme law of the Union, would be otherwise unlay 
solemnly entered into by the several States, and ratified lful. And it is equally clear, that, if there be any case i 
by the people thereof, respectively; a compact by which | which a State, as such, is affected by the law be yond the oe 
the several States, and the people thereof, respec- scope of judicial power, the remedy consists in appeals t ve 
tively, have bound themselves to each other, and to!the people, either to effect a change in the representa- 
the Federal Government, and by which the Federal Go-| tion, or to procure relief by an amendment of the consti: @" 
vernment is bound to the several States, and to every |tution. But the measures of the Government are to | 
citizen of the United States.”’ To this compact, in what-| recognised as valid, and, consequently, supreme, U! 
ever mode it may have been done, the people of South | these remedies shall have been effectually tried; and an 
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Carolina have freely and voluntarily given their assent; ‘attempt to subvert those measures, or to render the ! 
and to the whole and every part of it, they are, upon every | subordinate to State authority, and, afterwards, to r* 
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to constitutional redress, is worse than evasive. It would| That this system, thus pursued, has resulted in no such 
not be a proper resistance to ‘¢a Government of untimit-| oppression upon South Carolina, needs no other proof 
ed powers,” as has been sometimes pretended, but un-/ than the solemn and official declaration of the late Chief 
lawful opposition to the very limitations on which the| Magistrate of that State, in his address to the Legislature. 
harmonious action of the Government, and all its parts, In that he says, that ‘the occurrences of the past year, 
absolutely depends. South Carolina has appealed to none| in connexion with our domestic concerns, are to be re- 
of these remedies, but, in effect, has defed them all. | viewed with a sentiment of fervent gratitude to the Great 
While threatening to separate from the Union, if any at-| Disposer of human events; that tributes of grateful ac- 
tempt be made to enforce the revenue laws otherwise than| knowledgment are due for the various and multiplied 
through the civil tribunals of the country, she has not| blessings he has been pleased to bestow on our people; 
only not appealed in her own name to those tribunals] that abundant harvests, in every quarter of the State, 
which the constitution has provided for all cases in law or| have crowned the exertions of agricultural labor; that 
equity arising under the constitution and laws of the| health, almost beyond former precedent, has blessed our 
United States, but has endeavored to frustrate the’, pro-| homes; and that there is not less reason for thankfulness 
per action on her citizens, by drawing the cognizance of| in surveying our social condition.” ‘It would, indeed, be 
cases under the revenue laws to her own tribunals, spe-| difficult to imagine oppression where, in the social condi- 
cially prepared and fitted for the purpose of enforcing| tion of a people, there was equal cause of thankfulness 
the acts passed by the State to obstruct those laws, and|as for abundant harvests, and varied and multiplied bless- 
both the judges and jurors of which will be bound, by| ings with which a kind Providence had favored them. 

the import of oaths previously taken, to treat the consti-| Independently of these considerations, it will not es- 
tution and laws of the United States in this respect as a |cape observation that South Carolina still claims to be a 
nullity. Nor has the State made the proper appeal to|component part of the Union; to participate in the na- 
public opinion, and to the remedy of amendment. For, | tional councils, and to share in the public benefits, with- 
without waiting to learn whether the other States will| out contributing to the public burdens; thus asserting the 
consent to a convention, or, if they do, will construe or} dangerous anomaly of continuing in an association without 
amend the constitution to suit her views, she has, of her} acknowledging any other obligation to its laws than what 
own authority, altered the import of that instrument, and | depends upon her own will. 

given immediate effect to the change. In fine, she has} In this posture of affairs, the duty of the Government 
set her own will and authority above the laws, has made|seems to be plain. It inculcates a recognition of that State 
herself arbiter in her own cause, and has passed at once|as a member of the Union, and subject to its authority; 
over all intermediate steps to measures of avowed re-|a vindication of the just power of the constitution; the 
sistance, which, unless they be submitted to, can be en-| preservation of the integrity of the Union; and the exe- 
forced only by the sword. | cution of the laws by all constitutional means. 

In deciding upon the course which a high sense of duty} The constitution, which his oath of office obliges him 
to all the people of the United States imposes upon the|to support, declares that the Executive ‘shall take care 
authorities of the Union, in this emergency, it cannot be! that the laws be faithfully executed;” and, in providing 
overlooked that there is no sufficient cause for the acts of| that he shall, from time to time, give to Congress infor- 
South Carolina, or for her thus placing in jeopardy the| mation of the state of the Union, and recommend to their 
happiness of so many millions of people. Misrule and op-| consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary 
pression, to warrant the disruption of the free institutions} and expedient, ‘mposes the additional obligation of re- 
ofthe Union of these States, should be great and lasting, | commending to Congress such more efficient provision 
defying all other remedy. For causes of minor charac-| for executing the laws as may, from time to time, be found 
ter, the G--ernment could not submit to such a catastro-| requisite. 
phe without a violation of its most sacred obligations to} The same instrument confers on Congress the power 
the other States of the Union who have submitted their| not merely to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
destiny to its hands. | excises, to pay the debts, and provide for the common 

rhere is, in the present instance, no such cause, either| defence and general welfare, but ‘*to make all laws which 
in the degree of misrule or oppression complained of, or} shall be necessary and proper for carrying into effect the 
in the hopelessless of redress by constitutional means. | foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by the 
The long sanction they have received from the proper] constitution in the Government of the United States, or 
authorities, and from the people, not less than the unex-|in any department or officer thereof;’”’ and also to provide 
ampled growth and increasing prosperity of so many mil-| for calling forth the militia for executing the laws of the 
lions of freemen, attest that no such oppression as would| Union. In all cases similar to the present, the duties of 
justify or even palliate such a resort, can be justly im-|}the Government become the measure of its powers; and 
puted either to the present policy or past measures of the | whenever it fails to exercise a power necessary and pro- 
Federal Government. The same mode of collecting du-| per to the discharge of the duty prescribed by the consti- 
ties, and for the same general objects, which began with) tution, it violates the public trusts not less than it would 
the foundation of the Government, and which has con-| in transcending its proper limits. ‘To retrain, therefore, 
ducted the country, through its subsequent steps, to its| from the high and solemn duties thus enjoined, however 
present enviable condition of happiness and renown, has| painful the performance may be, and thereby tacitly per- 
not been changed. ‘Taxation and representation, the] mit the rightful authority of the Government to be con- 
great principle of the American revolution, have continu-|temned, and its laws obstructed by a single State, would 
lly gone hand in hand; and at all times, and in every in-| neither comport with its own safety, nor the rights of the 
stance, no tax, of any kind, has been imposed without their | great body of the American people. 
wticipation; and in some instances, which have been com-| It being thus shown to be the duty of the Executive to 











ined of, with the express assent of a part of the Repre-| execute the laws by all constitutional means, it remains 
i fincas bo oe » wlveade at his disnassl.s 
entatives of South Carolina in the councils of the Govern- | to consider the extent of those already at his disposal, and 


ment. 





t 
Up to the present period, no revenue has been} what it may be prop¢ r further to provide. ; 
raised beyond the necessary wants of the country, and| In the instructions of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
the authorized expenditures of the Government. Andas|the collectors in South Carolina, the provisions and regu- 
soon as the burden of the public debt is removed, those | lations made by the act of 1799, and also the fines, penal- 
charged with the administration have promptly recom-|ties, and forfeitures, for their enforcement, are particu- 
ihended a corresponding reduction of revenue Hlarly detailed and explained. It may be w ellapprehended, 
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however, that these provisions may prove inadequate to! judged wrongful, and without probable cause, by the 
meet such an open, powerful, organized opposition, as is} courts of the United States, can the party proceed at com. 


to be commenced after the 1st of February next. 

Subsequently to the date of these instructions, and to 
the passage of the ordinance, information has been re- 
ceived, from sources entitled to be relied on, that, owing 
to the popular excitement in the State, and the effect of 
the ordinance declaring the execution of the revenue laws 
unlawful, a sufficient number of persons, in whom confi- 
dence might be placed, could not be induced to accept 
the office of inspector, to oppose, with any probability of 
success, the force which will, no doubt, be used when an 
attempt is made to remove vessels and their cargoes from 
the custody of the officers of the customs; and, indeed, 
that it would be impracticable for the collector, with the 
aid of any number of inspectors whom he may be author- 
ized to employ, to preserve the custody against such an 
attempt. 

The removal of the custom-house from Charleston to 
Castle Pinckney was deemed a measure of necessary pre- 
caution; and though the authority to give that direction 
is not questioned, it is nevertheless apparent that a similar 
precaution cannot be observed in regard to the ports of 
Georgetown and Beaufort, each of which, under the pre- 
sent laws, remains a port of entry, and exposed to the 
obstructions meditated in that quarter. 

In considering the best means of avoiding or of pre- 
venting the apprehended obstruction to the collection of 
the revenue, and the consequences which may ensue, it 
would appear to be proper and necessary, to enable the| 
officers of the customs to preserve the custody of psy, 
and their cargoes, which, by the existing laws, they are 
required to take, until the duties to which they are liable 
shall be paid or secured. The mode by which it is con- 
templated to deprive them of that custody, is the process| 
of replevin, and that of capias in withernam, in the nature | 
of a distress from the State tribunals organized by the or-| 
dinance. 

Against the proceeding in the nature of a distress, it is 
not perceived that the collector can interpose any resist-| 
ance whatever; and against the process of replevin au- 
thorized by the law of the State, he, having no common} 
law power, can only oppose such inspectors as he is by} 
statute authorized, and may find it practicable to employ;| 
and these, from the information already adverted to, are 
shown to be wholly inadequate. 

The respect which that process deserves must, there- 
fore, be considered. 

If the authorities of South Carolina had not obstructed} 


mon law for damages in the State courts. 

But by making it ‘unlawful for any of the constituted 
authorities, whether of the United States or of the State, 
to enforce the laws for the payment of duties, and declay. 
ing that all judicial proceedings which shall be hereafter 
had in affirmance of the contracts made with purpose to 
secure the duties imposed by the said acts, are, and shal] 
be, held utterly null and void,” she has, in effect, abro. 
gated the judicial tribunals within her limits in this re. 
spect—has virtually denied the United States access to 
the courts established by their own laws, and declared jt 
unlawful for the judges to discharge those duties which 
they are sworn to perform. In lieu of these, she has sub. 
stituted those State tribunalsalready adverted to, the judges 
whereof are not merely forbidden to allow an appeal, or 
permit a copy of their record, but are previously sworn 
to disregard the laws of the Union, and enforce those only 
of South Carclina; and thus deprived of the function es. 
sential to the judicial character, of inquiring into the ya- 
lidity of the law, and the right of the matter, become 
merely ministerial instruments in aid of the concerted ob- 
struction of the laws of the Union. 

Neither the process nor authority of these tribunals, 
thus constituted, can be respected, consistently with the 
supremacy of the laws, or the rights and security of the 
citizen. If they be submitted to, the protection due from 
the Government to its officers and citizens is withheld 
and there is, at once, an end, not only to the laws, but t 
the Union itself. 

Against such a force as the sheriff may, and which, by 
the replevin law of South Carolina, it is his duty to exer. 
cise, it cannot be expected that a collector can retain his 
custody with the aid of the inspectors. In such case, it 


j is true, it would be competent to institute suits in the 


United States courts against those engaged in the unlaw- 
ful proceeding; or the property might be seized fors 
violation of the revenue laws, and, being libelled in the 


proper courts, an order might be made for its redelivery, 


| which would be committed to the marshal for execut 


But, in that case, the fourth section of the act, in 

and unqualified terms, makes it the duty of the sherif 
**to prevent such recapture or seizure, or to redeliver 
the goods, as the case may be,” **even under any pro- 
cess, order, or decrees, or other pretext, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of the ordinance aforesaid.” It is 
thus made the duty of the sheriff to oppose the process of 
the courts of the United States; and, for that purpose, if 


the legitimate action of the courts of the United States,| need be, to employ the whole power of the county; and 
or if they had permitted the State tribunals to administer |the act expressly reserves to him all power which, inde- 
the law according to their oath under the constitution, | pendently of its provisions, he could have used. In this 


and the regulations of the laws of the Union, the General | 
Government might have been content to look to them} 
for maintaining the custody, and to encounter the other| 
inconveniences arising out of the recent proceedings. | 
Even in that case, however, the process of replevin from! 
the courts of the State would be irregular and unauthor-| 
ized. It has been decided by the Supreme Court of the] 
United States that the courts of the United States have 
exclusive jurisdiction of all seizures made on land or wa- 
ter for a breach of the laws of the United States, and any 
intervention of a State authority, which, by taking the 
thing seized out of the hands of the United States officer, 
might obstruct the exercise of this jurisdiction, is unlaw- 
ful; that, in such case, the court of the United States 
having cognizance of the seizure, may enforce a redeli-} 
very of the thing by attachment or other summary pro- 
cess; that the question under such a seizure, whether a 
forfeiture has been actually incurred, belongs exclusively 
to the courts of the United States, and it depends on the 
final decree whether the seizure is to be deemed rightful 
or tortuous; and that, not until the seizure be finally 


reservation, it obviously contemplates a resort to other 
means than those particularly mentioned. 

It is not to be disguised that the power which it is thus 
enjoined upon the sheriff to employ, is nothing less than 
the posse comitatus, in all the rigor of the ancient common 
law. This power, though it may be used against unlawful 
resistance to judicial process, is, in its character, forcible, 
and analogous to that conferred upon the marshals by the 
act of 1795. Itis, in fact, the embodying of the w! 
mass of the population, under the command of a sing! 
dividual, to accomplish, by their forcible aid, what could 
not be effected peaceably, and by the ordinary means. It 
may properly be said to be a relict of those ages in which 


the laws could be defended rather by physical than moral 


| force, and, in its origin, was conferred upon the sherifls 


of England to enable them to defend their county against 
any of the King’s enemies when they came into the land, 
as well as for the purpose of executing process. In early 
and less civilized times, it was intended to include ‘the 
aid and attendance of all knights and others who were 
bound to have harness.” It includes the right of going 
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with a1 arms and military equipment, na embraces larger and that, in case of an attempt otherwise to take the pro- 
classes and greater masses of population than can be com-| perty by a force too great to be overcome by the officers 
pelled by the laws of most of the States to perform mili-| of the customs, it should be lawful to protect the posses- 
tia duty. If the principles of the common law are re-}sion of the officers by the employme ent of the land and 
cognised in South Carolina, (and from this act it would| naval forces, and militia, under provisions similar to those 
seem they are,) the power of summoning the posse comi-| authorized by the 11th section of the act of the 9th of 
tatus will compel, under the penalty of fine and imprison-| January, 1809. 
ment, every man over the age of fifteen, and able to tra-! This provision, however, would not shield the officers 
yel, to turn out, at the call of the sheriff, and with such|and citizens of the United State s, acting under the laws, 
weapons as may be necessary; and it may justify beating, | from suits and prosecutions, in the tribunals of the State, 
and even killing, such as may resist. The use of the posse; which might thereafter be brought against them; nor 
comitatus is, therefore, a direct application of force, and| would it protect their property from the proceeding by 
cannot be otherwise regarded than as the employment of distress; and it may well be apprehended that it would 
the whole militia force “of the county, and in an equally | be insufficient to ensure a proper respect to the process 
efficient form, under a different name. No proceeding’ of the constitutional tribunals in prosecutions for ae 
which resorts to this power, to the extent contemplated against the United States, and to protect the authoritie 
by the act, can be properly denominated peaceable. of the United States, whether judicial or ministerial, in 
The act of South Carolina, however, does not rely alto-| the performance of their duties. It would, moreover, be 
gether upon this forcible remedy. For even attempting | inadequate to extend the protection due from the Govern- 
to resist or disobey—though by the aid only of the ordi-|ment to that portion of the people of South Carolina, 
nary officers of the customs—the process of replevin, the | against outrage and oppression of any kind, who may 
collector and all concerned are subjected to a further! manifest their attachment, and yield ‘obedience to the 
proceeding, in the nature of a distress of their personal | laws of the Union. 
effects; and are, moreover, made guilty of a misdemea- It may, therefore, be desirable to revive, with some 
nor, and liable to be punished by a fine of not less than | modifications better adapted to the occasion, the 6th sec- 
one thousand, nor more than five thousand dollars, and | tion of the act of the 3d of March, 1815, which expired 
to imprisonment not exceeding two years, and not less on the > of March, 1817, by the limitation of that of the 
than six months; and for even attempting to execute the| 27th of April, 1816; and to provide that, in any case 
order of the court for retaking the property, the marshal, | where suit sh: all be brought against any individual in the 
and all assisting, would be guilty of a misdemeanor, and courts of the State, for any act done ‘under the laws of 
liable to a fine of not less than three thousand dollars, | the United States, he should be authorized to remove 
nor more than ten thousand, and to imprisonm¢ “nt not|the said cause, by petition, into the circuit court of the 
exceeding two years, nor less than one; and, in case the United States, wi thout any copy of the record, and that 
goods should be retaken under such process, it is made| the courts should proceed to hear and determine the same 
the absolute duty of the sheriff to retake them. as if it had been originally instituted therein. And that 
It is not to be supposed that, in the face of these penal-! in all cases of injuries to the persons or property of indi- 
ties, aided by the powerful force of the county, which viduals for disobedience to the ordinance, and laws of 
would doubtless be brought to sustain the State officers, | South Carolina in pursuance thereof, redress may be 
either that the collector would retain the custody in the| sought in the courts of the United States. It may be ex- 
first instance, or that the marshal could summon sufficient} pedient, also, by modifying the resolution of the 3d of 
aid to retake the property, pursuant to the order or other} March, 1791, to authorize the ms irshals to make the ne- 
process of the court. cessary provision for the safe keeping of prisoners com- 
It is, moreover, obvious that in this conflict between) mitted under the authority of the United States. 
the powers of the officers of the United States and of the Provisions less than these, consisting, as they do, for the 
State, (unless the latter be passively submitted to,) the | most part, rather of a revival of the policy of former acts 
destruction to which the property of the officers of the | called for by the existing emergency, than of the intro- 
customs would be exposed, the commission of actual vio- | Aialini of any unusual or rigorous enactments, would not 
lence, and the loss of lives, would be scarcely avoidable. | cause the laws of the Union to be properly respected or 
Under these circumstances, and the provisions of the|enforced, It is believed these would prove ade quate, 
acts of South Carolina, the execution of the laws is ren-| unless the military forces of the State of South Carolina, 
dered impracticable even through the ordinary jud licial | authorized by the late act of the Le pyre ts should be 
ribunals of the United States. There would certain! y be/actually eml bodied and called out in aid of their proceed- 
ewer difficulties, and less opportunity of actual collision | ings, and of the provisions of the ordinance generally. 
between the officers of the United States and of the State, | Even in that case, however, it is believed that no more 
and the collection of the revenue would be more effec-} will be necessary than a few modifications « f its terms, to 
tually secured—if indeed it can be done in any other way--| adapt the act of 1795 to the present emergency, as, by 
by placing the custom-house beyond the immediate power that act, the provisi ons of the law of 1792 were accom- 
of the county. . |modated to the crisis then existing; and by conferring 
For this purpose, it might be proper to provide that| authority upon the President to give it operation during 
henever, by any unlawful combination or obstruction in the session of Congress, and without the ceremony of 
any State, or in any port, it should become impracticable | proclamation, whenever it shall be officially made known, 
faithfully to collect the duties, the Preside nt of the United} to hi m by the authority of any State, or by the courts of 
tates should be authorized to alter and abolish such of| the United States, that, within the limits of such State, 
ae districts and ports of entry as should be necessary, {the laws of the United States will be openly opposed, and 
and to establish the custom-house at some secure place | theiz execution obstructed, by the actual employment of 
within some port or harbor of such State; and, in such} military force, or by any unlawful means whatsover, too 
cases, it should be the duty of the collector to reside at! great to be otherwise ove rcome. 
such place, and to detain all vessels and cargoes until er In closing this communication, I should do injustice to 
duties impc sed by law should be prope rly saeured or paid) my own fee ngs not to express my con ifident reliance 
in cash, de -ducting r interest; that, in such cases, it should| upon the dis sp osition of each de partment of the Govern- 
be unlawful to te ike the vessel and cargo from the custody ment to perform its duty, and to co-operate in all mea- 
of the proper officer of the customs, unless by process | sures necessary in the present emer gens) y- ’ 
from the ordinary judicial tribunals of the United States; The crisis undoubtedly invokes the fidelity of the pa- 
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triot and the sagacity of the statesman, not more in re-| Documents communicated to both Houses of Congress, }, 
moving such portion of the public burden as may be ne-| the President, relating to the proceedings of South Ca. 
cessary, than in preserving the good order of society, and| rolina. 
in the maintenance of well regulated liberty. — 
While a forbearing spirit may, and I trust will, be ex- No. 1. 
ercised towards the errors of our brethren in a particular REPORT OF THE CONVENTION. 
quarter, duty to the rest of the Union demands that open _ 
and organized resistance to the laws should not be exe-| Report of the committee of twenty-one, to the convention of 
cuted with impunity. the people of South Carolina, on the subject of the severi 
The rich inheritance bequeathed by our fathers has| acts of Congress imposing duties for the protection of do. 
devolved upon us thé sacred obligation of preserving it by | mestic manufactures, with the ordinance to nullify thy 


ful scenes of the revolution, and ultimately crowned their 
struggle with the noblest model of civil institutions. They 
bequeathed to us a Government of laws, and a Federal 
Union, founded upon the great principle of popular re- 
presentation. Aftera successful experiment of forty-four 
years, ata moment when the Government and the Union 
are the objects of the hopes of the friends of civil liberty 
throughout the world, and in the midst of public and in- 
dividual prosperity unexampled in history, we are called 
to decide whether these laws possess any force, and that 
Union the means of self-preservation. The decision of 
this question by an enlightened and patriotic people can- 
not be doubtful. For myself, fellow-citizens, devoutly 
relying upon that kind Providence which has hitherto sponsibility involved in their decision, have given to the 
watched over our destinies, and actuated by a profound | subject their most deliberate and anxious consideration 
reverence for those institutions I have so much cause tolIn stating the conclusions to which they have arrived, 
love, and for the American people, whose partiality ho-|they feel that it is due to themselves, to this convention, 
nored me with their highest trust, I have determined to land to the public at large, briefly to review the history of 
spare no effort to discharge the duty which, in this con-|the protecting system in this country, to show its origin, 
juncture, is devolved upon me. That a similar spirit |to trace its progress, to examine its character, point out 
will actuate the representatives of the American people, |its evils, and suggest the appropriate gemedy. The; 
is not to be questioned; and I fervently pray that the propose to execute this task with all possible brevity and 
Great Ruler of nations may so guide your deliberations, simplicity, sensible that the subject is too well unde rste 
and our joint measures, as that they may prove salutary in all its bearings, to require, at this time, a very elaborate 
examples, not only to the present, but to future times; investigation. ; 
and solemnly proclaim that the constitution and the laws} In the natural course of human affairs, the period would 
are supreme, and the Union indissoluble. have been very remote when the people of the United 
ANDREW JACKSON. [States would have engaged in manufactures, but for the 
Wasurneton, January 16, 1833. restrictions upon our cemmerce which grew out of the war 
—_— between Great Britain and France, and which led to the 
List of papers transmitied with the preceding message. _|non-intercourse act, the embargo, and, finally, our own war 
1. Report of the committee of twenty-one to the conven- of 1812. Cut off by these events from a free commer 
tion of South Carolina. intercourse with the rest of the world, the people of th 
United States turned their attention to manufactures, and, 
on the restoration of peace in 1815, an amount of capital 
had been already invested in these establishments which 
made a ‘strong appeal to the liberality, we might almost 
say to the justice of the country for protection, at least 
Address of the convention to the people of the United against that sudden influx of foreign goods which, 
States. was feared, would entirely overwhelm these domestic 
. Message of Governor Hamilton to the Legislature of astabiatanente. ™ men, Cheretore, a. SEIS, i ~ a 
sont Cebclins. : necessary that the revenue should be brought down to the 
peace establishment by a reduction of the duties upon im- 
ports, it was almost, by common consent, conceded | 
the claims of the manufacturers that this reduction should 
be gradual, and three years were accordingly allowed for 
bringing down the duties to the permanent revenue stand- 
. An act to provide for the security and protection of ard, which, embracing all the ordinary expenses of the 
South Carolina. Government, with liberal appropriations for the navy a! 1 
An act concerning the oath required by the ordi- me eee ae qenere system of fortifications, and we 
seiees ? gradual extinction of the public debt, (then amounting 
$130,000,000,) was fixed at 20 percent. Ifthe manufac 
turers had, at that time, even hinted that permanent | 
Instructions of Secretary M’Lane to the collector of |tection was deemed indispensable to their success; if th 
the customs at Charleston. slightest suspicion had been entertained that, instead o! 
Letter of Secretary M’Lane to the United States Dis- ry — reduction expressly provided for by ep lee 
° ? oO * , © “la ore ‘ . ce f 
trict Attorney at Charleston. O 1SI6, teers would be claimed a gradual inert ase ~ . 
protecting duties; and that, instead of being brough 
down in three years to 20 per cent., the duties were t 
Military orders of the Adjutant General and Captain |be carried up to 50 or 100 per cent., and, in many cases, 
of the Richland yolunteers. ‘to prohibition, the painful contest in which the country 


The committee to which was referred ** the act to pro. 
vide for the calling of a convention of the people of this 
State,” with instructions ** to consider and report thereon, 
and especially as to the measures proper to be adopted 
by the convention in reference to the violations of the 
constitution of the United States, in the enactment by 
Congress, on divers occasions, of laws laying duties and 
imposts for the purpose of encouraging and protecting 
domestic manufactures, and for other unwarrantable pur. 
poses,” beg leave, respectfully, to submit the following 
report: 

The committee, deeply impressed with the importance 
of the questions submitted to them, and the weight of re- 


the same virtues which conducted them through the event- | same. 


2. An ordinance of the convention to nullify certain acts 
of Congress. 

3. Address of the convention to the people of South Ca- 
relina. 


Inaugural address of Governor Hayne to the Legisla- 
ture. 


An act to carry the ordinance, in part, into effect, 
called the replevin act. 


. Proclamation of the President of the United States. 


Proclamation by the Governor of South Carolina. 
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has been engaged for the last ten years on this subject! 
would have commenced immediately; and it is confident- 
ly believed that, in the temper of the public mind at that 
time, ample security would have been found against the 
introduction of such a system. But, in defiance of the 
clear understanding of the whole country, and in viola- 
tion of the principles of justice and of good faith, that part 
of the act above mentioned which required that the duties 
should be reduced in three years to 20 per cent. was re- 
pealed, and a broad foundation thus laid for the perma- 
nent establishment of the protecting system. This system 
has been still further extended and fortified by the seve- 
ral successive acts of 1820, 1824, and 1828, until, by the 
passing of the act of 1832, (to take effect after the dis- 
charge of the public debt,) it has become incorporated 
into our political system as the ‘‘ settled policy of the 
country.””. We have not deemed it necessary, in tracing 
the origin and progress of this system, to go further back 
than the commercial restrictions which preceded the late 
war; for, whatever theoretical opinions may have been 
expressed by Alexander Hamilton and others, in relation 
toit, atan early period, it cannot be denied that no duties 
were actually imposed beyond those deemed indispensa- 
le for the public exigencies, and that, prior to the year 
1816, no protection whatever was actually extended to 
manufactures, beyond what was strictly incidental to a 
system for revenue. The discrimination between the 
protected and unprotected articles, now contended for as 
the very corner-stone of the protecting system, was so 


spoils: in a word, to levy contributions by the aid of those 
who were to divide the plunder. If the United States 
had constituted one great nation, with a consolidated Go- 
vernment, occupying a territory of limited extent, inha- 
bited by a people engaged in similar pursuits, and having 
homogeneous interests, such a system would only have 
operated as a tax upon all the other great interests of the 
State, for the benefit of that which was favored by the 
laws; and when time had been allowed for the adjustment 
of society to this new condition of its affairs, the final re- 
sult must have been an aggregate diminution of the profits 
of the whole community, by diverting a portion of the 
people from their accustomed employments to less profit- 
able pursuits. In such a case, the hope might perhaps 
have been indulged, that experience would demonstrate 
the egregious folly of enacting laws, the only effect of 
which would be to supply the wants of the community at 
an increased expense of labor and capital. But it is the 
distinguishing feature of the American system, and one 
which stamps upon it the character of peculiar and aggra- 
vated oppression, that it is made applicable to a confede- 
racy of twenty-four sovereign and independent States; 
occupying a territory upwards of two thousand miles in 
extent; embracing every variety of soil, climate, and pro- 
ductions; inhabited by a people whose institutions and 
interests are, in many respects, diametrically opposed to 
each other; with habits and pursuits infinitely diversified; 
and, in the great Southern section of the Union, render- 
ed, by local circumstances, altogether incapable of change. 
far from being established by that act, that the highest} Under such circumstances, a system which, under a con- 
duties were actually imposed on the very articles now ad-| solidated Government, would be merely impolitic, and, so 
mitted duty free, while the foreign manufactures which | far, an act of injustice to the whole community, becomes, 
came into competition with our domestic fabrics were | in this country, a scheme of the most intole rable oppres- 
subjected to a lower rate of duty. The truth then un-} sion; because it may be, and has in fact been, so adjusted 


Oe renee ee n-ne atl LL 


questionably is, that the protecting policy, according to| as to operate exclusively to the benefit of a particular in- 
the principles now contended for, was never introduc-|terest, and of particular sections of country, rendering, 
ed into this country until the period we have men-| in effect, the industry of one portion of the confederacy 
tioned, when it crept insidiously into the legislation of} tributary to the rest. The laws have accordingly been so 
Congress in the manner above described. This will be| framed as to give a direct pecuniary interest to a sectional 
made abundantly manifest to every one who will take the| majority, in maintaining a grand system by which taxes 
pains to trace the progress of the dutiesfrom 74 per cent. | are in effect imposed upon the few for the benefit of the 


n1790, up to 25 per cent. in 1816, 40 per cent. in 1824, | many; and imposed, too, by a system of indirect taxation, 
and 50, 60, and even 100 per eent. in 1828 and 1832, and! so artfully contrived as to escape the vigilance of the com- 
who will merely examine the manner in which these du-| mon eye, and masked under such ingenious devices as to 
ties were adjusted in the various acts here referred to.| make it extremely difficult to expose their true character. 
As early as 1820, so soon indeed as the capitalists who| Thus, under the pretext of imposing duties for the pay- 
had relied upon the powers of the Federal Government} ment of the public debt, and providing for the common 
to enhance the profits of their investments by legislation, | defence and general welfare, (powers expressly confer- 
began to look forward to its eventual establishment as the| red on the Federal Government by the constitution, ) acts 
settled policy of the country, they clearly perceived that} are passed containing provisions designed exclusiy ely and 
an extension of the appropriations to objects not em-|avowedly for the purpose of securing to the American 
braced in the specific grants of the federal constitution, | manufacturers a monopoly in our own markets, to the 
was the necessary appendage of their system. They well| great and manifest prejudice of those who furnish the 
knew that the people would not long submit to the levy-| agricultural productions which are exchanged in foreign 
ing of a large surplus revenue merely for the protection| markets for the very articles which it is the avowed ob- 
f manufactures, carried on almost exclusively in one} ject of these laws to exclude. It so happens, that six of 
quarter of the Union; and they therefore sought, in the| the Southern States, whose industry is almost exclusively 
extension of the appropriations to new objects, for a plau-| agricultural, though embracing a population equal to only 
sible and popular excuse for the continuance of a system] one-third part of the whole Union, actually produce for 
of high duties. With that instinctive sagacity which be-| exportation near 40,000,000 annually, being about two- 
longs to men who convert the Legislature of a country in-| thirds of the whole domestic exports of the United States. 
to an instrument for the promotion of their own private As it is their interest, so it is, unquestionably, their right, 
ends, they clearly saw that the distribution of an enor-|to carry these fruits of their own honest industry to the 
mous surplus treasure would afford the surest means of} best market, without any molestation, hindrance, or re- 
bringing over the enemies of the American system to its|straint whatsoever, and subject to no taxes or other 
support, and of enlisting in their cause not only large| charges but such as may be necessary for the payment of 
masses of the people, but entire States, whohad no direct|the reasonable expenses of the Government. But how 
interest in maintaining the protecting system, or who|does this system operate upon our industry? While im- 
Were even, in some respects, its victims. No scheme that! posts to the amount of 10 and 12 per cent. (if arranged on 
the wit of man could possibly have devised, was better | just and equal principles, ) must be admitted to be fully ade- 
calculated for the accomplishment of this object. It pro-| quate to all the legitimate purposes of Government, du- 
posed simply to reconcile men to an unjust system of na-| ties are actually imposed (with a few inconsiderate excep- 
tional policy, by admitting them to a large share of the! tions) upon all the woollens, cottons, iron and manufactures 
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of iron, sugar, and salt, and almost every other article re- annually received in exchange for our productio 


9 


: ns, and 
ceived in exchange for the cotton, rice, and tobacco of paying duties to the amount of upwards of $3,000,000, 
the South, bearing an average of about 50 per cent.,|could be obtained by us duty free, or the duties thus Je 
whereby (in addition to the injurious effects of this sys-} vied were expended within our own limits. Is it not ob- 
tem in prohibiting some articles, and discouraging the} vious that several millions per annum would thereby be 
introduction of others, ) a tax equal to one-half of the first | added to the available industry of South Carolina, the ef. 
cost is imposed upon the cottons, woollens, and iron, fect of which would assuredly be to change the entire face 
which are the fruits of Southern industry, in order to se-| of affairs in this State, by enhancing the profits of the agri. 
cure an advantage, in the home market, to their rivals, the|culturist, accumulating capital, giving a fresh impulse to 
American manufacturers of similar articles, equivalent to| commerce, and producing a vivifying influence upon every 
one-half of their value, thereby stimulating the industry | department of industry, the happy consequences of which 
of the North, and discouraging that of the South, by grant-} would be experienced by every inhabitant of the State? 
ing bounties to the one,and imposing taxes upon the other. | We _ present this strong view of the subject to show the 
The committee deem it unnecessary to go into an a | manifest — of the oe South es now 
rate examination of the true character and sectional ope-|sets up to have this system of raising revenue, by duties 
ration of the protecting system. The subject has, of late, | upon imports, restricted within the narrowest limits, and 
been so frequently and thoroughly examimed, and the|to show how utterly impossible it is for us to consent to 
bearing of the system been so completely exposed, that|have it extended beyond the indispensable wants of the 
the argument is exhausted. To the people of the Southern | Government, either for the purpose of affording protec. 
States there cannot be presented a more touching or ir-| tion to the industry of others, or of distributing the pro- 
23m . ° ° ” oe ‘ - ow 
resistible appeal, either to their understandings or their} ceeds among individuals or States. 
hearts, than is found in the melancholy memorials of} Grievous, however, as the oppression unquestionably is, 
ruin and decay which are every where visible around us;;and calculated, in the strong language [of our own Le- 
memorials proclaiming the fatal character of that system | gislature, “to reduce the sivatelion Sides to poverty 
which has brought upon one of the finest portions of the}and utter desolation,” it is not in this aspect that the 
globe, in the full vigor of its early manhood, the poverty | question is presented in its most dangerous and alarming 
and desolation which belong only to the most sterile re-|form. It is not merely that Congress have resorted, for 
gions, or to the old age and decrepitude of nations. The|unwarrantable purposes, to an oppressive exercise of 
moral blight and pestilence of unwise and partial legislation | powers granted to them by the constitution, but that they 


has swept over our fields with ‘‘ the besom of destruction.” | 
‘The proofs are every where around us. 
It is in vain for any one to contend that this is a just and 


equal system, or that the Northern States pay a full pro-| 


portion of the tax. Ifthis were so, how is it to be ac- 
counted for that high duties are regarded in that quarter 
of the Union notas a burden, but as a blessing? 

How comes it that a people certainly not unmindful of 
their interests, are seen courting the imposition of taxes, 
and crying out against any material reduction of the pub- 
lic burdens? 
clusive evidence that high duties operate as a bounty to 


Northern industry; and that whatever taxes the manufac- | 
turers may pay as consumers, they are more than remu-} 
nerated by the advantages they enjoy as producers; or, | 


Does not this extraordinary fact afford con-| 


| have usurped a power not granted, and have justified that 
| usurpation on principles which, if sanctioned or submitted 
ito, must entirely change the character of the Government, 
reduce the constitution to a dead letter, and, on the ruins 
of our confederated republic, erect a consolidated despo- 
tism, ** without limitation of powers.’’ If this be so, there 
|isno man who is worthy of the precious heritage of liberty 
derived from our ancestors, or who values the free insti- 
| tutions of his country, who must not tremble for the cause 
of freedom, not only in this country, but throughout the 
world, unless the most prompt and efficient measures 
j}at once adopted to arrest the downward course of our 
litical affairs, to stay the hand of oppression, to restore the 
constitution to its original principles, and thereby perpe- 
tuate the Union. 


are 


r 
t 
‘ 


It cannot be denied that the Government of the United 
| States possesses no inherent powers. It was called into 
all? When, in addition to all this, we take into consider- being by the States. The States not only created it, but 
ation that the amount of duties annually levied for the| conferred upon it all its powers, and prescribed its limits 
protection of manufactures, beyond the necessary wants| by a written charter, called the Constitution of the United 
of the Government, (which cannot be estimated at less| States. Before the Federal Government had thus been 
than ten or twelve millions, ) is expended almost exclusively | called into being, the several States unquestionably | 


in other words, that they actually receive more than they 
pay, and, therefore, cannot be justly said to be taxed at 


+ 
L 


) S- 
in the Northern portion of the Union, can it excite any ;sessed a3 full sovereignty, and were as independent of 
surprise that, under the operation of the protecting sys-|each other, as the most powerful nations of the world; 
tem, the manufacturing States should be constantly in-| and, in the free and undisputed exercise of that sovere 
creasing in riches and growing in strength, with an in-j; ty, they entered into a solemn compact with each other, 
hospitable climate and barren soil, while the Southern| by which it was provided that for certain specified objects 
States, the natural garden of America, should be rapidly| a General Government should be established with strictly 
falling into decay’ It is contrary to the general order of| limited powers; the several States retaining their sove- 
Providence that any country should long bear up against} reignty unimpaired, and continuing to exercise all pow- 
a system by which enormous contributions, raised in one| ers not expressly granted to the Federal Government. 
quarter, are systematically expended in anothe If the} In the clear and emphatic language of Mr. Jeffe 
sixteen millions of dollars now annually levied in duties} ‘the several States composing the United States of Ame- 
on the foreign goods received in exchange for Southern | rica are not united on the principle of unlimited submission 
productions were allowed to remain in the pockets of the | to the General Government; but, by a compact under the 
people, or, by some just and equal system of appropria-/ style and title of the Constitution of the United States, 
tion, could be restored to them, the condition of the plan-|they constituted a General Government for special pur- 
tation States would, unquestionably, be one of unexampled | poses; delegated to that Government certain definite 
prosperity and happiness. Such was our condition under| powers; reserving, each State to itself, the residuary mass 
a system of free trade, and such would soon again be our/of right to their own self-government; and whensoever 
enviable lot. Of the results which would thereby be pro-|the General Government assumes undelegated power 
duced, some faint conception may be formed by imagining | its acts are unauthoritative, void, and of no force.’’* That 
what would be the effect upon the industry of the people |———— 

of our own State, if the $8,000,000 of foreign g 


on. 


r . 
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son, 


rs 
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oods now! * See Kentucky resolutions of 1772. 
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such is the true nature of the federal compact, cannot ad-| shall, from time to time, recommend such measures and 


mit of a reasonable doubt; and it follows, of necessity, 
that the Federal Government is merely a joint agency, 
created by the States; that itcan exert no power not ex- 
pressly granted by them; and that, when it claims any 
ower, it must be able to refer to the clause in the char- 
ter which confers it. This view of the constitution of 
the United States brings the question of the constitution- 
ality of the tariff within the narrowest limits. 


establishments as may tend to promote these objects.” 
This proposition likewise failed, the constitution contain- 
ing no provision in conformity therewith. 

Now, as it is utterly impossible that these several pro- 
positions, embracing imposts, duties, prohibitions, and re- 
straints, and the encouragement of manufactures, could 
have been disposed of without bringing the whole ques- 
tion of domestic manufactures fully into view, it must 


The regulation of domestic industry, so far as Govern-| follow that, as no power was given to Congress over ma- 
ment may rightfully interfere therewith, belonged to the| nufactures, while the power to regulate commerce is 


several States before the constitution was adopted, or the 
Union sprang into existence; and it still remains exclu- 


| 


expressly conferred, it was not the intention of the framers 
of the constitution to entrust this power to Congress. 


sively with them, unless it has heen expressly granted to| Although repeatedly urged to confer such a power, they 


the Federal Government. If suc Sa grant has been made, 
itis incumbent on those claiming under it to point out the 
provision in the constitution which embraces it. 





constantly refused it; and the constitution, as finally ratifi- 
ed, contains no provision whatever upon the subject. In 


It must| the report of Luther Martin, a delegate from Maryland, 


be admitted that there is not a clause or article in that| made to the Legislature of his State, an explanation is 
instrament which has the slightest allusion either to man-| given of the proceedings of the convention in relation to 
ufactures or to agriculture; while, therefore, the *‘* regu-| this matter, which removes every shadow of doubt with 
lation of commerce” is expressly conferred on the Ge-! regard to the true meaning and intent of the framers of 


neral Government, the regulation of every branch of 
domestic industry is reserved to the several States exclu- 
sively, who may afford them encouragement by pecuniary 
bounties, and by all other means not inconsistent with the 
constitution of the United States. To say that the power 
to regulate commerce embraces the regulation of agri- 
culture and manufactures, and all the other pursuits of 
industry, (for they all stand upon the same footing,) is to 


confound the plainest distinctions, and to lose sight of the) 


true meaning and intent of the grant in question. Com- 
merce is, in general, regulated by treaties with foreign 
nations; and, therefore, it was deemed necessary that this 
power should be confided to the General Government; 
but agriculture, manufactures, and the mechanic arts can 
only be wisely ordered by municipal regulation. Com- 
merce is one object of legislation, manufactures another, 
agriculture a third; and if the regulation of commerce im- 
plies an unlimited control over every thing which consti- 
tutes the object of commerce, it would follow, as a matter 
of course, that the Federal Government may exert a 
supreme dominion over the whole labor and capital of the 
country. This would transform our confederated Govern- 
ment, with strictly limited powers, into an absolute despo- 
tism, and of the worst sort, where, under the forms of a 
free Government, we should have the spirit of a despotic 
one. This view of the subject we should deem perfectly 
conclusive, even if it could not be shown that the power 
in question, so far from being granted, was purposely 
withheld from the Federal Government by the framers of 
the constitution, and that there are provisions of the con- 
stitution from which it may be fairly inferred that it was 
intended to be reserved to the States respectively. It 
appears, from the history of the proceedings of the con- 
vention which framed the constitution, that the subject of 
the protection of manufactures was several times brought 
listinctly to the view of that body, and that they did not 
see fit to grant to the Federal Government the power in 
question. In the original proposition to confer on Con- 
gress the power to impose ‘‘ duties, imposts, and ex- 
cises,”was embraced ‘* prohibitions and restraints,” which 
may well be supposed to be intended to embrace the pro- 


tect) 





that clause. On the 18th of August, a motion was made 
“to establish rewards and immunities for the promotion 
of agriculture, commerce, trades, and manufactures;” 
but this proposition also failed. On a subsequent day it 
was moved that there should be ‘a secretary of domestic 
affairs, &e., whose duty it should be to attend to matters 


f general police, the state of agriculture and manufac- 


: ; a 3 % a 
ion of manufactures; but it is remarkable that these 
words were omitted in the report of the committee on| 


\the constitution, in relation to the protection of manufac- 
tures. Itappears from this statement that, as the encou- 
ragement of manufactures had been refused to be confer- 
red upon the Federal Government, it was the desire of 
Mr. Martin and others to reserve to the States all the 

|means which they supposed to be necessary for affording 
effectual encouragement to manufactures within theirown 

\limits. Among these, it was presumed ‘that there might 
be cases in which it would be proper, for the purpose of 
encouraging manufactures, to lay duties to prohibit the 

exportation of raw materials; and even, in addition to the 

duties laid by Congress on imports for the sake of revenue, 
to lay a duty to discourage the importation of particular 
articles into a State, or to enable the manufacturer here 
to supply us on as good terms as could be obtained from 

a foreign market.”* Here it will be seen that it is posi- 

tively stated by Mr. Martin that the power given to Con- 

gress to impose duties upon imports was given expressly 

\** for the sake of revenue,” and was not considered as 

|extending to any duty **to discourage the importation of 

| particular articles, for the purpose of encouraging manu- 
factures;” and that it was considered that, unless the 
several States should possess this power, as well as that of 
prohibiting the exportation of certain raw materials, they 
would not be enabled to extend that complete protection 
to their own manufactures which might be deemed indis- 
pensable to their success. ‘* The most, however,” says 
Mr. Martin, ‘* which we could obtain was, that this power 
might be exercised bythe States, by and with the consent 
of Congress, and subject to its control.”” Thus, then, it 
manifestly appears that, in relation to manufactures, the 
framers of the constitution positively refused to confer 
upon the Federal Government any power whatever. That 
the power to lay duties, &c. was conferred for the sake of 
revenue alone, and was not intended to emlrace the 
power to lay duties **to discourage the importation of 
particular articles, to enable the manufacturers here to 

supply us on as good terms as could be obtained from a 
foreign market;” and, finally, that the whole subject was 
left in the hands of the several States, with the restriction 

\**that no State shall, without the consent of Congress, 

lay any impost or duties on imports or exports, except 

what may be absolutely necessary for executing their in- 
|spection laws.” This power, it appears, was expressly 
linserted for the purpose of enabling the States to protect 
their own manufactures, and this, it seems, was the only 
| provision which the friends of domestic industry could 
lobtain. It is vain to allege that the powers retained by 
ithe States on this subject are inadequate te the effectual 
accomplishment of the object. It this were so, it would 


res, the opening of roads and navigation, and facilitat- | 


ng of intercourse through the United States, and that he! « Yates’s Secret Debates in the Convention, p. 7 
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only show the necessity of some further provision on this 
subject; but surely it will not be pretended that it would 
justify the usurpation, by Congress, of a power not only 
not granted by the constitution, but purposely withheld. 
We think, however, that this exposition of the consti- 
tution places the protection of manufactures on the true 
foundation on which it should stand in such a Government 
as ours. Nothing can be more monstrous than that the 
industry of one or more States in this confederacy should 
be made profitable at the expense of others; and this must 
be the inevitable result of any scheme of legislation by 
the General Government, calculated to promote manufac- 
tures by restrictions upon commerce or agriculture. But 
leave manufactures where agriculture and other domestic 
pursuits have been wisely left by the constitution—with 
the several States, and ample security is furnished that no 
preference will be given to one pursuit over another; and, 
if it should be deemed advisable, in any particular State, 
to extend encouragement to manufactures, either by di- 
rect appropriations of money, or in the way pointed out 
in the article of the constitution above quoted, that this 
will be done, not at the expense of the rest of the Union, 
but of the particular State whose citizens are to derive 
the advantages of those pursuits. Should Massachusetts, 
for instance, find it to her advantage to engage in the 
manufacture of woollens or cottons, or Pennsylvania be 
desirous of encouraging the working of her iron mines, 
let those States grant bounties out of their own treasuries 
to the persons engaged in these pursuits; and should it 
be deemed advisable to encourage their manufactures by 
duties ‘*discouraging the importation of similar articles” 
in these respective States, let them make an application to 
Congress, whose consent would doubtless be readily given 
to any acts of those States having these objects in view. 
‘The manufacturers of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania 
would thus be encouraged at the expense of the people 
of these States respectively. But when they claim to do 
more than this-—-to encourage their industry at the ex- 
pense of the industry of the people of the other States— 
to promote the manufactures of the North, at the expense 
of theagriculture of the South, by restrictions upon com- 
merce—in a word, to secure a monopoly for their manu- 
factures not only in their own market, but throughout the 
United States, then we say that the claim is unjust, and 
cannot be granted consistently with the principles of the 
constitution, or the great ends of a confederated Govern- 
ment. We shall not stopto inquire whether, as has been 
urged with great force, that provision of the constitution 
which confers the power upon Congress ‘* to promote the 
progress of science and the useful arts, by securing, for 
limited times, to authors and inventors, the exclusive 
right to their respective writings and discoveries,” does 
not, by a necessary implication, deny to Congress the 
power of promoting the useful arts, (which include both 


agriculture and manufactures, ) by any other means than} 


those here specified. It is sufficient for our purpose, to 
show that the power of promoting manufactures, as a dis- 
tinct, substantive object of legislation, has nowhere been 


granted to Congress. As to the incidental protection that} 


may be derived from the rightful exercise of the power 
either of regulating commerce or of imposing taxes, du- 
ties, and imposts, for the legitimate purposes of Govern- 


ment, this certainly may be as freely enjoyed by manufac- | 
tures as it must be by every other branch of domestic} 


industry. 
ferred expressly for its security, cannot be fairly exerted 
for its destruction, so neither can it be perverted to the 
purpose of building up manufacturing establishments, an 
object entirely beyond the jurisdiction of the Federal Go- 
vernment; so also the power to levy taxes, duties, im- 


But, as the power to regulate commerce, con-| 
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without a gross and palpable violation of the plain meap. 
ing and intent of the federal compact. Acts may be 
passed on these subjects falsely purporting, on their face 
to have been enacted for the purposes of raising revenye 
and regulating commerce; but if, in truth, they are de. 
signed (as the acts of 1824, 1828, and 1832, confessedly 
and avowedly have been) for an entirely different pur. 
pose, viz. for the encouragement and promotion of ma. 
nufactures, the violation of the constitution is not Jess 
gross, deliberate, and palpable, because it assumes the 
most dangerous of all forms, a violation by perversion— 
the use of a power granted for one purpose, for another 
and a different purvose, in relation to which Congress has 
no power to act at all. On the whole, even from the very 
brief and imperfect view which we have here taken of 
this subject, we think we have demonstrated that the 
protecting system is as gross and palpable a violation of 
the constitution, according to its true spirit, intent, and 
meaning, as it is unquestionably unequal, oppressive, and 
unjust in its bearing upon the great interests of the coun 
try, and the several sections of the Union. 

But great as are the evils of the American system, fatal 


as it assuredly must be to the prosperity of a large portion § 


of the Union, and gross as is the violation of the letter and 
spirit of the constitution which it perpetrates, the conse. 
quences which must inevitably result from the establish. 
ment of the pernicious principles on which it is founded, 
are evils of still greater magnitude. An entire change in 
the character of the Government is the natural and neces. 
sary consequence of the application, to the constitution, of 
those latitudinous rules of construction from which this 
system derives its existence, and which must ** consolidate 
the States by degrees into one sovereignty; the obvious 
tendency and inevitable result of which would be to trans. 
form the present representative system of the United 
States into a monarchy.”’* 

We fearlessly appeal to all considerate men, whetherit 
be, in the nature of things, possible to hold together such 
a confederacy as ours, by any means short of a military 
despotism, after it has degenerated into a consolidated 
Government; that is to say, after it shall come to be its es- 
tablished policy to exercise a general legislative control 
over the interests and pursuits of the whole American 
people. 

Can any man be so infatuated as to believe that Con- 
gress could regulate, wisely, the whole labor and capital 
of this vast confederacy? Would it not be a burden too 


grievous to be borne, that a great central Government, 


necessarily ignorant of the condition of the remote parts 
of the country, and regardless, perhaps, of their prosp: 
rity, should undertake to interfere with their domestic 
pursuits, to control their labor, to regulate their property, 
and to treat them, in all respects, as dependent colonies 
governed, not with reference to their own interests, but 
the interests of others? If such a state of things must 
jadmitted to be altogether intolerable, we confidently ap- 
| peal to the sober judgment and patriotic feelings of every 
man who values our free institutions, and desires to pre- 
serve them, whether the progress of the Government to- 
|wards this result has not, of late years, been rapid and 
alarming; and, whether, if the downward course of our 
jaffairs cannot be at once arrested, the consummation 0! 
this system is not at hand. No sooner had Congress 2s- 
|sumed the power of building up manufactures by succes: 
sive tariffs, calculated and intended to drive men from agr'- 
culture and commerce into more favored pursuits, than !1- 
jternal improvements sprang at once into vigorous exist 
|ence. Pensions have been enlarged to an extent not only be- 
|fore unknown in any civilized country, but they have been 
|established on such principles as manifest the settled pul 





posts, and excises, expressly given for the purpose of! pose of bestowing the public treasure in gratuities to par 
raising revenue, cannot be used for the discouragement of | 
importations, for the purpose of promoting manufactures, | * Madison's Repert. 
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ticular classes of persons and particular sections of coun- 
try: Roads and canals have been commenced, and surveys 
made, in certain quarters of the Union, on a scale of mag- 
nificence which evinces a like determination to distribute 
the public wealth into new and favored channels; and it 
isin entire accordance both with the theory and practice 
of this new system, that the General Government should 
absorb all the authority of the States, and eventually be- 
come the grand depository of the powers, and the general 
guardian and distributor of the wealth, of the whole Union. 
it is known to all who have marked the course of our na- 
tional affairs, that Congress have undertaken to create a 
bank, and have already assumed jurisdiction over science 
andthe arts, over education and charities, over roads and 
canals,and almost every other subject formerly considered 
as appertaining exclusively to the States; and that they 
chim and exercise an unlimited control over the appro- 
priation of the public lands as well as of the public money. 
On looking, indeed, to the legislation of the last ten years, 
it is impossible to resist the conviction that a fatal change 
jas taken place in the whole policy and entire operation 
of the Federal Government; that in every one of its de- 
partments it is, both in theory and practice, rapidly verg- 
ing towards consolidation; asserting judicial supremacy 
over the sovereign States; extending Executive patronage 
and influence to the remotest ramifications of society; and 
assuming legislative control over every object of local con- 
cernment; thereby reducing the States to petty corpora- 
tions, shorn of their sovereignty, mere parts of one great 
whole, standing in the same relation to the Union asa 
county or parish to the State of which it is a subordinate 
part. 

Such is the true character, and such the inevitable ten- 
dencies of the American system. And when the case, 
thus plainly stated, is brought home to the bosoms of pa- 
triotic men, surely it is not possible to avoid the conclu- 
sion, that a political system, founded on such principles, 
must bear within it the seeds of premature dissolution; 
and that, though it may for a season be extended, enlarg- 
ed, and strengthened, through the corrupting influence of 
patronage and power, until it shall have embraced in its 


serpent folds all the great interests of the State, still the | 


time must come when the people, deprived of all other 
means of escape, will rise up in their might, and release 
themselves from this thraldom by one of those violent 
convulsions whereby society is uprooted from its founda- 
tions, and the edict of reform is written in blood. 

Against this system South Carolina has remonstrated in 


the most earnest terms. As early as 1820, there was hard- | 
ly a district or parish in the whole State from which me- 
morials were not forwarded to Congress, the general lan- | 


guage of which was, that the protecting system was ‘‘ut- 
terly subversive of their rights and interests.” Again, in 
1823 and 1827, the people of this State rose up almost as 
one man, and declared to Congress and the world ‘* that 
the protecting system was unconstitutional, oppressive, 
and unjust.’? But these repeated remonstrances were an- 
swered only by repeated injuries and insults; by the enact- 
ing of the tariffs of 1824 and 1828. To give greater dig- 
nity, and, if possible, more effect to these appeals, the 
Legislature, in December, 1825, solemnly declared ** that 
it was an unconstitutional exercise of power on the part of 
Congress to lay duties to protect domestic manufactures;”’ 
and in 1828 they caused to be presented to the Senate of 
the United States, and claimed to have recorded on its 
journals, the solemn protest of the State of South Caroli- 
na, denouncing this system as ‘* utterly unconstitutional, 
grossly unequal and oppressive, and such an abuse of pow- 
er as was incompatible with the principles of a free Go- 
vernment, and the great ends of civil society;”’ and that 
they were ‘* then only restrained from the assertion of the 
sovereign rights of the State, by the hope that the mag- 
hanimity and justice of the good people of the Union would 


effect an abandonment of a system partial in its nature, 
unjust in its operation, and not within the powers delegat- 
ed to Congress.” And, finally, in December, 1830, it 
was resolyed, ‘‘ That the several acts of Congress impos- 
ing duties on imports, for the protection of domestic ma- 
nufactures, are highly dangerous, and oppressive violations 
of the constitutional compact; and that whenever the 
States, which are suffering under the oppression, shall 
lose all reasonable hope of redress from the wisdom and 
justice of the Federal Government, it will be their right 
and duty to interpose, in their sovereign capacity, for the 
purpose of arresting the progress of the evil occasioned by 
the said unconstitutional acts.” 

Nor has South Carolina stood alone in the expression 
of these sentiments: Georgia and Virginia, Alabama and 
Mississippi, and North Carolina, have raised their voices 
in earnest remonstrances and repeated warnings. Vir- 
| ginia, in 1828, in responding to South Carolina, declared 
** that the constitution of the United States being a fede- 
rative compact between sovereign States, in construing 
which no common arbiter is known, each State has a 
right to construe the compact for itself; and that Virginia, 
as one of the high contracting parties, feels itself bound 
to declare, and does hereby most solemnly declare, its 
| deliberate conviction that the acts of Congress usually 
denominated the tariff laws, passed avowedly for the pro- 
| tection of domestic manufactures, are not authorized by 
| the plain construction, true intent and meaning of the 
| constitution.” 

Georgia, through her Legislature, pronounced this sys- 
| tem to be one ** which was grinding down the resources 
| of one class of the States, to build up and advance the 
| prosperity of another of the same confederacy, and 
| which they solemnly believed to be contrary to the letter 
and spirit of the federal constitution,” and declared it to 

be the right of the several States, in case of any infrac- 
| tion of the general compact, ‘* to complain, remonstrate, 
} and even refuse obedience to any measure of the Gene- 
| ral Government manifestly against and in violation of the 
| constitution; that, otherwise, the law might be violated 
| with impunity, and without redress, as often as the ma- 
jority might think proper to transcend their powers, and 
ithe party injured would be bound to yield an implicit 
obedience to the measure, however unconstitutional, 
| which must tend to annihilate all sovereignty and inde- 
| pendence of the States, and consolidate all power in the 
| General Government, which never was designed nor in- 
| tended by the framers of the constitution.” 

Alabama also protested against ‘*the attempt to ex- 
clude the foreign in favor of the domestic fabrics, as the 
exercise of a power not granted by the constitution,” and 
| concluded by stating ‘* that she wished it to be distinctly 

understood, that, in common with the other Southern and 
Southwestern States, she regards the powerasserted by the 
General Government to control her internal concerns by 
protecting duties, as a palpable usurpation of powers, not 
given by the constitution, and a species of oppression lit- 
tle short of legalized pillage.” 

North Carolina, in the same spirit, declared that, while 
‘© it was conceded that Congress have the express power 
to lay imposts, she maintains that that power was given for 
the purpose of revenue, and revenue alone, and that 
every other use of the power is a usurpation on the part 
of Congress.” And, finally, the Legislature of Missis- 
sippi **Resolved, that the State of Mississippi concurs 
with the States of Georgia, South Carolina, and Virginia, 
in their different resolutions upon the subject of the tariff, 
colonization society, and internal improvement.” 

It has been in the face of all these remonstrances and 
protests, and in defiance of these repeated warnings and 
solemn declarations, that the recent modification of the 
tariff, by the act of 1832, was effected. The period of 
the final extinction of the public debt had always been 
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looked to as the crisis 
country, in reference to the protective system, was to be| 
finally settled.. It was the period assigned, by common | 
consent, as the utmost limit of the forbearance of South 
Carolina, whose citizens felt that, in the adoption of that 
system, their constitutional rights had been trampled on, 
and their dearest interests cruelly sacrificed. 

No one could fail to perceive that, when every pre- 
text for the continuance of the high duties under which 
the Southern States had suffered for so many years, was 
taken away by the payment of the national debt, and the 
consequent relief of the treasury from an annual demand 
of twelve millions of dollars, no reason could be given 
why these duties should not be brought down to the 
revenue standard, except that it was deliberately design- 
ed to secure to the manufacturers, forever, the monopo- 
ly they had so long enjoyed at the expense of the other 
great interests of the country. 

We find, accordingly, that the new tariff, which is in- 
tended to take effect only after the final extinguishment 
of the public debt, has been arranged and adjusted with 
a single eye to the perpetuation of this system, and with 
an entire disregard of the just claims of the plantation 
States. Whatever may be the amount of the aggregate 
reduction effected by this bill, (and it is not pretended, in 
the latest treasury estimate, to exceed 5,000,000 dollars, 
of which near 4,000,000 dollars are on the unprotect- 
ed articles, ) it is not denied that it will leave a surplus of 
many millions in the treasury beyond the usual expenses 
or necessary wants of the Government; and it is notori- 
ous—nay, it appears on the face of the bill itself—that, | 
while duties to the amount of 40, 50, and even 100 per} 
cent. are still to be levied upon the protected articles, 
(that is to say, upon all the cottons, woollens, and iron, 
the sugar and salt, and other articles embraced in the pro- 
tecting system,) the duties on the unprotected articles 
have been reduced greatly below the revenue standard, 
and upwards of $5,000,000 entirely repealed; so that, ac- 
cording to this system, as now established, a large surplus 
revenue, to be applied to internal improvements and 
other unwarrantable purposes, is to be levied by the im- 
position of enormous taxes on the necessaries of life, the 
very articles received chiefly in exchange for Southern 
productions; and this has been done in order to protect 
the industry of the North, with which ours comes into 
competition, 
knowledged to be the fittest subjects for taxation, are to 
be admitted duty free.* 

Now, let it be remembered, that the very point in con- 
troversy has, all along, been-——not the revenue, but the 


of our fate, when the policy of the | 


while the articles of luxury, universally ac-| 





protecting duties; and yet we see that, in answer to all 
our petitions and remonstrances, Congress has been gra- 
ciously pleased to make an adjustment of the tariff, which 
simply consists in taking off the duties imposed for re- 
venue, while the protecting duties are allowed to remain 
substantially untouched. It was not so much the amount 
of the imposition, as the inequality and injustice of the 
protecting system, that has roused the people of South 
Carolina to determined resistance; and yet we find that 
this inequality has been aggravated, and that injustice 
perpetuated, by the deliberate adoption of a measure 
which was calculated and intended to rivet this system 
upon us beyond all hope of relief. 

The grave and solemn question now occurs, what is to 
be done to redeem ourselves from the state of colonial 
vassalage into which we have unhappily fallen? Shall 
we still continue to wait for a returning sense of justice 
on the part of our oppressors? We are thoroughly per- 
suaded that the hope can no longer be indulged that the 
tariff majority in Congress will, of their own accord, re- 


* See Treasury Estimate published in August last, showing an ag- 
gregate reduction of 5,187,073 dollars,of which 3,108,631 were made 
eniire’y free. 


lieve us from this cruel bondage: experience teaches ys 
that this expectation, so long and fondly indulged, is yt. 
terly delusive. The only effect of further delay must be 
to strengthen the hand of the oppressor, to crush the 
public spirit, deaden the sensibility of the people to the 
inestimable value of their rights, and teach them the de. 
grading lesson of wearing their chains in patience. It js 
almost inconceivable that any reflecting man can belieye 
that the crisis in our affairs, arising from the final extine. 
tion of the public debt, should be suffered to pass away 
without reducing the tariff to the revenue standard, and 
yet that such reduction may be expected to take place at 
some future period. What period so auspicious as that 
which has been allowed to pass away unimproved? Is any 
one so ignorant of human nature as not to know that the 
annual surplus which then will be brought into the treasu- 
ry, under the act of 1832, will be speedily absorbed by new 
and enlarged appropriations, serving as additional props 
to a system which some vainly imagine to be tottering on 
its base, ready to fall under its own weight? Even at the 
last session of Congress, the annual appropriations were 
enlarged by several millions of dollars, in anticipation of 


|this expected surplus; and the foundation is already laid 


for its absorption: and when this shall be accomplished, 
where will be the hopes of those who now say that the 


levil is to correct itself, and who tell us that the act of 


ne 


1832, which was in fact designed to rivet the system uy 


the country forever, and was hailed by its friends as ‘4 


clear, distinct, and indisputable admission of the princip| 
of protection,” is to be viewed as a blessed reform, pre. 
senting the brightest auspices for the future? The truth 
unquestionably is, that the American system is, from its 
very nature, progressive. When its foundations were 


jlaid, it was foreseen and predicted that the great interests 


which it would build up would exert a controlling intlv- 
ence over the legislation of the country. The history of 
the world indeed affords no example of a voluntary 
linquishment, by a favored class, of any pecuniary or | 
litical advantage secured to them by the laws and general 
policy of the country. Force has often torn from the 
hands of the oppressor his unrighteous gains, but 
and argument are as vain in convincing the understanding, 
as appeals to justice and magnanimity have ever prove 
to be impotent in softening the hearts of those who ar 
enriched under the operation of laws passed professed|) 
for the public good. Who is there that can for one mo- 
ment believe that any thing short of a direct appeal to 
their interests will induce the dependants upon the Fe- 
deral Government, the wealthy sugar planters and iron 
masters, or the joint stock companies, who have millions 
invested in cotton and woollen factories, yielding, under 
the operation of the protecting system, an annual income 
of ten or twenty per cent., voluntarily to relinquish the 
advantage secured to them by the laws, and consent t 
come down to a level with the other classes of the con 
munity! It is impossible, From every view, then, whic 
your committee have been able to take of this subject, 
they are constrained to announce to this convention tli 
solemn truth, that, after more than ten years’ patient «0- 
durance of a system, which is believed by the people ol 
this State to be fatal to their prosperity, and a gross, de- 
liberate, and palpable violation of their constitutional 
rights—after the most earnest and unavailing appeals ' 
that sense of justice, and those common sympathies, 
which ought to bind together the different members of 4 
confederated republic, the crisis has at length arrived 
when the question must be solemnly and finally determi! 
ed, whether there remain any means within the power 0! 
the State by which these evils may be redressed. 

It is useless to disguise the fact, or to attempt to delude 
ourselves on this subject: the time has come when tlc 
State must either adopt a decisive course of action, © 
we must at once abandon the contest. We cannot aga 
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petition; it would be idle to remonstrate, and degrading| claims, and will exercise, the right to determine the ex- 
to protest. In our estimation, it is now a question of li-| tent of her obligations under that compact, nor will she 
berty or slavery. It is now to be decided whether we] consent that any other power shall exercise the right of 
shall maintain the rights purchased by the precious blood | judgment for her. And when that compact is violated by 
of our fathers, and transmit them unimpaired to our pos-| her co-States, or by the Government which they have cre 
terity, or tamely surrender them without a struggle. We ated, she asserts her unquestionable right ** to judge of 
are constrained to express our solemn conviction, that, | the infractions, as well as of the mode and measure of re- 


under the protecting system, we have been reduced to a/dress.”* South Carolina claims no right to judge for 
state of “colonial dependence, suffering, and disgrace;”| others. [he States who are parties to the compact must 
and that, unless we now fly with the spirit which becomes | judge, each for itself, whether that compact has been 
freemen to the rescue of our liberties, they are lost for-| pursued or violated; and should they differ irreconcilably 
ever. Brought up in anardent devotion to the Union of the jin opinion, there is no earthly tribunal that can authorita- 
States, the people of South Carolina have long struggled | tively decide between them. It was in the contemplation 
against the conviction that the powers of the Federal Go-|of a similar case that Mr. Jefferson declared that, if the 
vernment have been shamefully perverted to the pur-|difference could neither be compromised nor avoided, it 
poses Of injustice and oppression. Bound to their bre- ;was the peculiar felicity of our system to have provided 
thren by the proud recollections of the past, and fond|a remedy ina convention of all the States, by whom the 
hopes of the future, by common struggles for liberty and | constitution might be so altered or amended as to remove 
common glories acquired in its defence, they have been|the difficulty. ‘Vo this tribunal South Carolina is willing 
brought slowly, and with the utmost reluctance, to the | that an appeal should now be made, and that the constitu- 
conclusion that they are shut out from their sympathies, | tional compact should be so modified as to accomplish all 
and made the unpitied victims of an inexorable system of|the great ends for which the Union was formed, and the 
tyrrany, which is without example in any country claim-| Federal Government constituted, and, at the same time, 
ing tobe free. Experience has at length taught us the |restore the rights of the States, and preserve them from 
lamentable truth that, administered as the Government] violation hereafter. Your committee purposely avoid en- 
now is, and has been for several years past, in open disre-| tering here into an examination of the nature and cha- 
gard of all the limitations prescribed by the constitution, | racter of this claim, which South Carolira asserts, to inter- 
the Union itself, instead of being a blessing, must soon|pose her sovereignty for the protection of her citizens 
become a curse. Liberty, we are thoroughly persuaded, | from the operation of unconstitutional laws, and the pre- 
cannot be preserved under our system, without a sacred |servation ofher own reserved rights. In an address which 
and inviolable regard not merely to the letter, but to the | will be submitted to the convention, this subject will be 
true spirit of the constitution; and without liberty, the | fully examined; and they trust that it will be made to ap- 
Union would not be worth preserving. If, then, there; pear to the entire satisfaction of every dispassionate mind, 
were no alternatives but to submit to these evils, or to|that in adopting the ordinance which the committee here- 
seek aremedy even in revolution itself, we could not, | with report, declaring the tariff laws passed for the pro- 
without proving ourselves recreant to the principles hal-| tection of domestic manufactures null and void, and not 
lowed by the example of our ancestors, hesitate a moment | law, and directing the Legislature to provide that the same 
as to our choice. We should say, in the spirit of our! shall not be enforced within the limits ofthis State, South 
fathers, ‘* we have counted the cost, and find nothing so| Carolina will be asserting her unquestionable rights, and 
intolerable as voluntary slavery.’ But we cannot bring|in no way violating her obligations under the federal 
ourselves, for one moment, to believe that the alternatives compact. 

presented to us are revolution or slavery. We confidently| ‘The committee cannot dismiss this point, however, even 
believe that there isa redeeming spirit in our institutions, | for the present, without remarking that, in asserting the 
which may, on great occasions, be brought to our aid for| principles, and adopting the course which they are about 
the purpose of preserving the public liberty, restoring the | to recommend, South Carolina will only be carrying out the 
constitution, and effecting a regeneration of the Govern-| doctrines which were asserted by Virginia and Kentucky 
ment, and thereby producing a redress of intolerable|in 1798, and which have been sanctified by the high au- 
grievances, without war, revolution, or a dissolution of] thority of Thomas Jefferson. It is from the pen of this 
the Union. These great objects, we feel assured, may | great apostle of liberty that we have been instructed that 
even now be effected, unless those who are in possession|to the constitutional compact ‘* each State acceded as a 
of the powers of the Government, and charged with the| State, and is an integral party, its co-States forming, as to 
administration of our national affairs, shall resolve to per-| itself, the other party,” that ‘* they alone being parties to 
severe in acourse of injustice, and prove by their con-|the compact, are solely authorized to judge, in the last 
duct that they love the usurpation (to which the people / resort, of the powers exercised under it—Congress being 
of this State are unalterably determined not to submit)|not a party, but merely the creature of the compact,” 
better than the Union. We believe that the redeeming spi-| that it becomes a sovereign State ‘* to submit to un- 
rit of our system is State sovereignty, and that it results| delegated, and consequently unlimited power, in no man 
from the very form and structure of the Federal Govern-| or body of men on earth; that, in cases of abuse of the 
ment, that, when the rights reserved to the several States| delegated powers, the members of the General Govern- 
are deliberately invaded, it is their right and their duty to} ment being chosen by the people, a change by the people 
*interpose for the purpose of arresting the progress of| would be the constitutional remedy; but, where powers 
the evil of usurpation, and to maintain, within their re-| are assumed which have not been delegated, [the very 
spective limits, the authorities and privileges belonging to) case now before us,} a nullification of the act is the right- 
them as independent sovereignties."’* Ifthe several States) ful remedy; that every State has a natural right, in cases 
do not possess this right, it is in vain that they claim to be! not within the compact [casus non foederis) to nullify of 
sovereign. They are at once reduced to the degrading | their own authority all assumption of power by others 
condition of humble dependents on the will of the Fede-| within their limits; and that, without this right, they would 
ral Government. Souti Carolina claims to be a sovereign] be under the dominion, absolute and unlimited, of whom- 
State. She recognises no tribunal upon earth as above|sover might exercise the right of judgment for them; 
her authority. It is true she has entered into a solemn] and that, in case of acts being passed by Congress, ‘* so 
compact of Un‘on with other sovereign States, but she | palpably against the constitution as to amount to an 
“dpe | —— 


f * Kentucky Resolutions of 1798, 
* Virginia Resolutions of 1798. 
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undisguised declaration that the compact is not meant to 
be the measure of the powers of the General Government, 
but that it will proceed to exercise over the States all pow- 
ers whatsoever, by seizing the rights of the States, and 
consolidating them in the hands of the General Govern- 
ment, with a power assumed of binding the States, not 
merely in cases made federal, but in all cases whatsoever, 
by laws made, not with their consent, but by others 
against their consent, it would be the duty of the States 
to declare the acts void and of no force; and that each 
should take measures of its own, for providing that neither 
such acts, nor any other of the General Government not 
plainly and intentionally authorized by the constitution, 
shall be exercised within their respective territories.” 

In acting on these great and essential truths, South 
Carolina surely cannot err. She is convinced, and has so 
declared to Congress and the world, that the protecting 
system is, in all its branches, a ‘* gross, deliberate, and 
palpable violation of the constitution.” She believes that, 
after having exhausted every other meansof redress in vain, 
it isher right, and that it has now become her solemn 
duty, to interpose for arresting the evil within her own 
limits, by declaring said acts ‘* to be null and void, and no 
law, and taking measures of her own that they shall not 
be enforced within her territory.”” That duty sie means to 
perform, and to leave the consequences in the hands of Him 
with whom are the issues of life, and the destinies of nations. 

South Carolina will continue to cherish a sincere attach- 
ment to the Union of the States, and will, to the utmost 
of her power, endeavor to preserve it; ‘* and believes 
that, for this end, it is her duty to watch over and oppose 
any infraction of those principles which constitute the only 
basis of that union, because a faithful observance of them 
can alone secure its existence.”” She venerates the con- 
stitution, and will protect and defend it ‘‘ against every 
aggression, either foreign or domestic;’’ but, above all, 
she estimates, as beyond all price, her liberty, which she 
i$ unalterably determined never to surrender while she 
has the power to maintain it. Influenced by these views, 
your committee report herewith, for the adoption of the 
conyention, a solemn declaration and ordinance. 


9 


“ae 


No. 
ORDINANCE, 

-4n ordinance to nullify certain acts of the Congress of the 
United States, 
imposts on the importation of foreign commodities. 
Whereas the Congress of the United States, by various 

acts, purporting to be acts laying duties and imposts on 

foreign imports, but in reality intended for the protection 
of domestic manufactures, and the giving of bounties to 
classes and individuals engaged in particular employments, 
at the expense and to the injury and oppression of other 


\a nee 
urporting to be laws laying duties and| state shall proceed to execute and enforce their julg- 
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lina, in convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and 
it is hereby declared and ordained, that the several acts 
and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States, pur 

porting to be laws for the imposing of duties and impost: 
on the importation of foreign commodities, and now hay 

ing actual operation and effect within the United States, 
and, more especially, an act entitled ‘An act in alteration 
of the several acts imposing duties on imports,” approved 
on the nineteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-eight, and also an act entitled **An act to a! 
ter and amend the several acts imposing duties on im 
ports,” approved on the fourteenth day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, are unauthorized 
by the constitution of the United States, and violate the 
true meaning and intent thereof, and are null, void, and 
no law, nor binding upon this State, its officers or citizens; 
and all promises, contracts, and obligations, made or e; 

tered into, or to be made or entered into, with purpose (o 
secure the duties imposed by the said acts, and all judicial 
proceedings which shall be hereafter had in aflirmance 
thereof, are and shall be held utterly null and void. 

And it is further ordained, that it shall not be lawful fo 
any of the constituted authorities, whether of this State o 
of the United States, to enforce the payment of duties 

jimposed by the said acts within the hmits of this State, 
but it shall be the duty of the Legislature to adopt such 
measures and pass such acts as may be necessary to giv 
\full effect to this ordinance, and to prevent the enfoice 
| ment and arrest the operation of the said acts and parts of 
acts of the Congress of the United States within the limits 
of this State, from and after the 1st day of February next, 
and the duty of all other constituted authorities, and of all 
persons residing or being within the limits of this State, 
dnd they are hereby required and enjoined to obey and 
give effect to this ordinance, and such acts and measures 
of the Legislature as may be passed or adopted in obe« 
ence thereto. 

And it is further ordained, that in no case of law or 
equity, decided in the courts of this State, wherein shall 
be drawn in question the authority of this ordinance, o 
the validity of such act or acts of the Legislature as may 
be passed for the purpose of giving effect thereto, or the 
validity of the aforesaid acts of Congress, imposing duties 
shall any appeal be taken or allowed to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, nor shall any copy of the record be 
permitted or allowed for that purpose; and if any such 
ppeal shall be attempted to be taken, the courts of this 


ments, according to the laws and usages of the State, wit! 
lout reference to such attempted appeal, and the person 
|or persons attempting to take such appeal may be deal 
with as for a contempt of the court. 

And it is further ordained, that all persons now holding 
any office of honor, profit, or trust, civil or military, wu 
der this State, (members of the Legislature excepted, 


classes and individuals, and by wholly exempting from taxa-| shall, within such time, and in such manner as the Legis 
tion certain foreign commodities, such asare not produced | lature shall prescribe, take an oath well and truly to obey, 
or manufactured in the United States, to afford a pretext| execute, and enforce this ordinance, and such act or acts 


for imposing higher and excessive duties onarticlessimilar 
to those intended to be protected, hath exceeded its just 
powers under the constitution, which confers on it no au-| 
thority to afford such protection, and hath violated the | 
true meaning and intent of the constitution, which pro-| 
vides for equality in imposing the burdens of taxation | 
upon the several States and portions of the confederacy: 
And whereas the said Congress, exceeding its just power| 
to impose taxes and collect revenue for the purpose of ef-| 
fecting and accomplishing the specific objects and pur-| 
poses which the constitution of the United States author- 
1zes it to effect and accomplish, hath raised and collected 
unnecessary revenue for objects unauthorized by the con- 
stitution, 


We, therefore, the people of the State of South Caro- 


of the Legislature as may be passed in pursuance thiercof, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the same; and 


on the neglect or omission of any such person or p¢ 
Ss 


rsons 
o to do, his or their office or offices shall be forthwith 
vacated, and shall be filled up as if such person er persons 
were dead or had resigned; and no person hereafter elect 
ed to any office of honor, profit, or trust, civil or military, 
(members of the Legislature excepted, ) shall, until th 
Legislature shall otherwise provide and direct, enter on 
the execution of his office, or be in any respect comp< 

tent to discharge the duties thereof, until he shal?, in hk 
manner, have taken a similar oath; and no juror shall be 
empannelled in any of the courts of this State, in any catse 
in which shall be in question this ordinance, or any act ot 
the Legislature passed in pursuance thereof, unless ! 











nn 


shail first, in addition to the usual oath, have taken an oath 
that he will well and truly obey, execute, and enforce this 
ordinance, and such act or acts of the Legislature as may 
be passed to carry the same into operation and effect, ac- 
cording to the true intent and meaning thereof. 

And we, the people of South Carolina, to the end that 
it may be fully understood by the Government of the 
United States, and the people of the co-States, that we ure 
determined to maintain this our ordinance and declaration, 
at every hazard, do further declare that we will not sub- 
mit to the application of force, on the part of the Federal 
Government, to reduce this State to obedience; but that 
we will consider the passage, by Congress, of any act au- 
thorizing the employment of a military or naval force 
against the State of South Carolina, her constituted autho 
rities or citizens; or any act abolishing or closing the ports 
of this State, or any of them, or otherwise obstructing the 
free ingress and egress of vessels to and from the said 
ports, or any other act on the part of the Federal Govern- 
ment, to coerce the State, shut up her ports, destroy or 
harass her commerce, or to enforce the acts hereby de- 
clared to be null and void, otherwise than through the 
civil tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with the lon- 
ger continuance of South Carolina in the Union: and that 
the people of this State will thenceforth hold themselves 
absolved from all further obligation to maintain or pre- 
serve their political connexion with the people of the other 
States, and will forthwith proceed to organize a separate 
Government, and do all other acts and things which sove- 
reign and independent Siates may of right do. 

Done in convention at Columbia, the twenty-fourth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-two, and in the fifty-seventh year of 
the declaration of the independence of the United States 
of America. 


JAMES HAMILTON, jt.s 
President of Convention, and Delegate from St. Peters. 


James Hamilton, sen., Rich’d Bohun Baker, sen., Sam- 
uel Warren, Nathaniel Heyward, Rob. Long, J. B. Earle, 
L. M. Ayer, Benjamin Adams, James Adams, James An- 
derson, Robert Anderson, William Arnold, John Ball, 
Barnard E. Bee, Thomas W. Boone, R. W. Barnwell, 
Isaac Bradwell, jr., Thomas G. Blewett, P. M. Butler, 
John G. Brown, J. G. Brown, John Bauskett, A. Burt, 
Francis Burt, jr., Bailey Barton, A. Bowie, James A. 
Black, A. H. Belin, Philip Cohen, Samuel Cordes, Thos. 
H. Colcock, C. J. Coleock, Charles G. Capers, Wm. C. 
Clifton, West Caughman, John Counts, Benjamin Cham- 
bers, J. A. Campbell, Wm. Dubose, John Hf. Dawson, 
John Douglas, George Douglas, F. H. Elmore, Wm. 
Evans, Edmund J. Felder, A. Fuller, Thos. L. Gourdin, 
Peter G. Gourdin, T. J. Goodwyn, Peter Gaillard, jr., 
John K. Griffin, George W. Glenn, Alex. L. Gregg, Ro- 
bert Y. Hayne, William Harper, Thomas Harrison, John 
Hatton, Thomas Harllee, Abm. Huguenin, Jacob Bond 
VOn, John S. Jeter, Job Johnston, John S. James, M. 
Jacobs, J. A. Keith, John Key, Jacob H. King, Stephen 
Lacoste, James Lynah, Francis Y. Legare, Alex. J. Law- 
ton, John Lipscomb, John Logan, J. Littlejohn, A. Lan- 
castar, John Magrath, Benj. A. Markley, John S. Maner, 
Wm. M. Murray, R. G. Mills, John B. McCall, D. H. 


Means, R. G. May s, George McDuffie, Jas. Moore, John 
I. Miller, Stephen D. Miller, John B. Miller, R. P. Mc- 
Walter 
Phillips, Charles Parker, Wm. Porcher, Edward G. Pal- 


Cord, John L. Nowell, Jennings O’Bannon, J- 
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mer, Peter Vaught, Elias Vanderhorst, John L. Wilson, 
Isham Walker, Wm. Williams, Thos. B. Woodward, 
Sterling C. Williamson, F. H. Wardlaw, Abner Whatley, 
J. T. Whitefield, Samuel L. Watt, Nicholas Ware, Wm. 
Waties, Archibald Young. 

Attest: ISAAC W. HAYNE, 


Clerk of the Convention. 





No. 3. 


Address to the People of South Carolina, by their Delegates 


in Cunvention. 


Fettow-Citizens: The situation in which you have 
been placed by the usurpations of the Federal Govern- 
ment, is one which you so peculiarly feel as to render all 
reference to it at this moment unnecessary. For the last 
ten years the subject of your grievances has been present- 
ed to you. This subject you have well considered. You 
have reviewed it in all its aspects, bearings, and tenden- 
cies; and you seem more and more confirmed in the opi- 
nion, expressed by both branches of the Legislature,that 
the tariff, in its operation, is not only “grossly unequal 
and unjust, but is such an abuse of power as is incompati- 
ble with the principles of a free Government, and the great 
ends of civil society;’’ and that, if persisted in, ‘the fate 
of this State would be poverty and utter desolation.” Cor- 
respondent with this conviction, a disposition ismanifested 
in every section of the country to arrest, by some means 
or other, the progress of this intolerable evil. This dis- 
position having arisen from no sudden excitement, but 
having been gradually formed by the free and temperate 
discussions of the press, there is no reason to believe that 
it can ever subside by any means short of the removal of 
the urgent abuse; and it is under this general conviction 
that we have been convened to take into consideration 
not only the character and extent of your grievances, but 
also the mode and measure of redress. 

This duty, fellow-citizens, we have discharged to the 
best of our judgments, and the result of our deliberations 
will be found in the declaration and ordinance just passed 
by us, founded on the great and undeniable truth, that, in 
all cases of a palpable, oppressive, and dangerous infrac- 
tion of the federal compact, each State has a right to an- 
nul, and to render inoperative within its limits, all such 
unauthorized acts. After the luminous expositions which 
have been already furnished by so many great minds, that 
the exercise of this right is compatible with the first prin- 
ciples of our anomalous scheme of government, it w ould 
be superfluous here to state at length the reasons by which 
this mode of redress is to be sustained. A deference, how- 
ever, for the opinions of those of our fellow-citizens who 
have hitherto dissented from us, demands that we should 
briefly state the principal ground upon which we place 
the right and the expediency of nullification. 

The constitution of the United States, as is admitted by 
cotemporaneous writers, is a compact between sovereign 
States. Though the subject-matter of that compact was 
a Government, the powers of which Government were to 
operate to a certain extent upon the people of those so- 

vereign States aggregately, and not upon the State autho- 
rities, as is usual in confederacies, still the constitution is 
a confederacy. First. It is a confederacy, because, in its 
foundations, it possesses not one single feature of nation- 
ality. The people of the separate States, as distinet po- 
litical communities, ratified the constitution, each State 


7 . 7 ony . Seay indine i ‘itizens, and not those 
mer, Charles C. Pinckney, Wm. C. Pinckney, Thomas] acting for its If, and binding its own citizens, and 


Pinckney, Francis D. Quash, John Rivers, Donald Rowe, | of any other State. 1 
; + . > ; ’ » Qt < 6 o, 
Benjamin Rogers, Thomas Ray, James G. Spann, James! be binding on the States so ratifying 


Spann, S. L. Simons, Peter J. 


Smith, G. H. Smith, Wm. Smith, Stephen Smith, Wm. 


The act of ratification declares it ** to 
Ihe States are its 


Shand, James Mongin| authors; their power created it; their voice clothed it with 


lauthority; the Government it formed is in reality their 


. ; a ee” BON ace aes | 5 > Uni > which it is the bond, i 
Stringfellow, Edwin J. Scott, F. W. Symmes, J. S. Sims, | Government; and the Union, of which it is the bond, is a 


T. D Singleton, Joseph L. Stevens, T. E. Screven, Rob. 
J. Turnbull, Elisha Tyler, Philip Tidyman, Isaac B. Ul- 


Union of States, and not of individuals.” Secondly. It is 
a confederacy, because the extent of the powers of the 
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Government depends not upon the people of the United | selves) she has surrendered to the Federal Government 


States collectively, but upon the State Legislatures, or on 
the people of the separate States acting in their State con- 
ventions, each State being represented by a single vote. 
It must never be forgotten that it is to the creating and 
to the controlling power that we are to look for the true 
character of the Federal Government, for the present 
controversy is not as to the sources from which the ordi- 
nary powers of the Government are drawn: these are 
partly federal and partly national. Nor is it relevant to 
consider upon whom these powers operate. In this last 
view, the Government, for limited purposes, is entirely 
national. The true question is, who are the parties to the 


compact? Who created, and who can alter and destroy ' 
it? Is it the States or the people? This question has been | 


already answered. The States, as States, ratified the com- 
pact. The people of the United States, collectively, had 
no agency in its formation. There did not exist then, nor 
has there existed at any time since, such a political body 
as the people of the United States. There is not now, 
nor has there ever been, such a relation existing as that 
of a citizen of New Hampshire, and a citizen of South Ca- 
rolina, bound together in the same social compact. It 
would be a waste of time to dwell longer on this part of 
our subject. We repeat that, as regards the foundation 
and the extent of its powers, the Government of the Unit- 
ed States is strictly what its name implies—a Federal Go- 
vernment: a leaguc between several sovereigns; and in 
these views a more perfect confederacy has never existed 
in ancient or modern times. 

On looking into this constitution, we find that the most 
important sovereign powers are delegated to the central Go- 
vernment, and all other powers are reserved to the States. 
A foreign or an inattentive reader, unacquainted with the 
origin, progress, and history of the constitution, would be 


very apt, from the phraseology of the instrument, to re- | 


gard the States as having divested themselves of their 
sovereignty, and to have become great corporations, sub- 
ordinate to one supreme Government. But this an error. 
The States are as sovereign now as they were prior to 
their entering into the compact. In common parlance, 
and to avoid circumlocution, it may be admissible enough 
to speak of delegated and reserved sovereignty. But, 
correctly speaking, sovereignty isa unit. It is ‘* one, in- 
divisible, and unalienable.” It is, therefore, an absurdity 
to imagine that the sovereignty of the States is surrender- 
ed in part, and retained in part. The federal constitu- 
tion isa treaty, a confederation, an alliance, by which so 
many sovereign States agree to exercise their sovereign 
powers conjointly upon certain objects of external con- 
cern, in which they are equally interested, such as war, 
peace, commerce, foreign negotiation, and Indian trade; 
and upon all other subjects of civil government, they were 
to exercise their sovereignty separately. 
nature of the compact. 

For the convenient, conjoint exercise of the sovereignty 
of the States, there must, of necessity, be some common 
agency or functionary. This agency is the Federal Go- 
vernment. It represents the confederated States, and 
executes their joint will as expressed in the compact. 
The powers of this Government are wholly derivative. 
It possesses no more inherent sovereignty than an incor- 
porated town, or any other great corporate body. It is 
a political corporation, and, like all corporations, it looks 
for its powers to an exterior source. That source is the 
States. It wants that *‘ irresistible, absolute, uncontrolled 
authority,” without which, according to jurists, there can 
be no sovereignty. As the States conferred, sothe States 
can takeaway its powers. All inherent sovereignty is there- 
fore in the States. It is the moral obligation alone, which 
each State has chosen to impose upon herself, and not the 
want of sovereignty, which restrains her from exercising all 


This is the true 


those powers which (as we are accustomed to express our- ‘duty of this conyention to declare the extent of the griev- 


The present organization of our Government, as far as 
regards the terms in which the powers of Congress are 
'delegated, in no wise differs from the old confederation 
|The powers of the old Congress were delegated rathe; 
‘in stronger language than we find them written down ig 
ithe new charter; and yet he would hazard a bold asser. 
‘tion who would say that the States of the old confederac) 
| were not as sovereign as Great Britain, France, and Rys. 
sia would be in an alliance, offensive and defensive. |; 
was not the reservation in express terms of the ‘*sove. 
| reignty, freedom, and independence of each State” which 
made them sovereign. They would have been equally soye- 
reign, as is universally admitted, without such a reservation 
We have said thus much upon the subject of sovereign. 
ty, because the only foundation upon which we can safely 
erect the right of a State to protect its citizens, is, that 
South Carolina, by the declaration of independence, be. 
came, and has since continued, a free, sovereign, and in. 
dependent State. ‘That, as a sovereign State, she has the 
inherent power to do all those acts which, by the law of 
/nations, any prince or potentate may of right do. That, 
like all independent States, she neither has, nor ouglit 
, she tosuffer any other restraint upon her sovereign will and 
| pleasure, than those high moral obligations under which 
all princes and States are bound, before God and man, t 
| perform their solemn pledges. The inevitable conclusion 
‘from what has been said, therefore, is, that, as in all cases 
| of compact between independent sovereigns, where, from 
, the very nature of things, there can be no common judge 
|or umpire, each sovereign has a right **to judge as well 
| of infractions as of the mode and measure of redress,” 
iso in the present controversy between South Carolina 
}and the Federal Government, it belongs solely to her, by 
|her delegates in solemn convention assembled, to decide 


| Whether the federal compact be violated, and what reme- 
dy the State ought to pursue. South Carolina, therefore 
‘cannot and will not yield to any department of the Fede. 
ral Government, and still less to the Supreme Court of 
the United Statcs, the creature of a Government, whic! 
itself is a creature of the States, a right which enters 
‘into the essence of all sovereignty, and without which it 
' would become a bauble and a name. 

| Itis fortunate for the view which we have just taken, 
that the history of the constitution, as traced through thc 
journals of the convention which framed that instrument, 
places the right contended for upon the same sure foun- 
dation. These journals furnish abundant proof that 
line of jurisdiction between the States and Federal Go- 
vernment, in doubtful cases,” could be agreed on. It was 
conceded by Mr. Madison and Mr. Randolph, the most 
prominent advocates for a Supreme Government, that it 
was impossible to draw this line, because no tribunal sul 
ficiently impartial, as they conceived, could be found, and 
that there was no alternative but to make the Federal Go- 
vernment supreme, by giving it, in all such cases, a nega- 
tive on the acts of the State Legislatures. The pertinacit) 
with which this negative power was insisted on by the 
advocates of a National Government, even after all the im- 
portant provisions of the judiciary or third article of the 
constitution were arranged and agreed to, proves, b¢ 
yond doubt, that the Supreme Court was never contem- 
plated by either party in that convention as an arbiter to 
decide conflicting claims of sovereignty between the 
States and Congress: and the repeated rejection of all 
proposals to take from the States the power of placing 
their own construction upon the articles of union, evinces 
that the States were resolved never to part with the right 
to judge whether the acts of the Federal Legislature were 
or were not an infringement of those articles. 

_ Correspondent with the right of a sovereign State to 
judge of the infractions of the federal compact, is the 
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ance, and the mode and measure of redress. On both these 
points public opinion has already anticipated us in much 
that we could urge. Itis doubted whether, in any country, 
any subject has undergone, before the people, a more tho- 
rough examination than the constitutionality of the several 
acts of Congress for the protection of domestic manufac- 
tures. 

Independent of the present embarrassments they throw 
in the way of our commerce, and the plain indications 
that certain articles, which are the natural exchange for 
our valuable staple products, are sooner or later to be 
virtually prohibited; independent of the diminution which 
these impost duties cause in our incomes, and the severi- 
tyof the tax upon all articles of consumption needed by 
the poor, they recognise a principle not less at war with 
the ends for which this great confederacy was formed, 
than it is with that spirit of justice, and those feelings of 
concord, which ought to prevail amongst States united by 
so many common interests and exalted triumphs. The 
people surely need not be told, in this advanced period of 
intellect and of freedom, that no Government can be free 
which can rightfully impose a tax for the encouragement | 
of one branch of industry, at the expense of all others, 
unless such a tax be justified by some great and unavoida- 
ble public necessity. Still less can the people believe 
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the constitution on which alone can rest the prosperity of 
the States, and the durability of the Union. 

It is in vain to imagine, that with a people who have 
struggled for freedom, and know its inestimable value, 
such a state of affairs can be endured longer than there 
is a well founded hope that reason and justice will resume 
their empire in the common council of the confederacy. 
That hope having expired with the last session of Con- 
gress, by the present tariff act, distinctly and fully recog- 
nising, asthe permanent policy of the country, the odious 
principle of protection, it occurs to us that there is but 
one course for the State to pursue. That course, fellow- 
citizens, is resistance; not physical, but moral, resist- 
ance—not resistance in an angry or irritated feeling, but 
resistance by such counter-legislation which, whilst it 
shall evince to the world that our measures are built upon 
the necessity of tendering to Congress an amicable issue, 
to try a doubtful question between friends and neighbors, 
shall, at the same time, secure us in the enjoyments of 
our rights and privileges. It matters not, fellow-citizens, 
by what name this counter-legislation shall be designated 
call it nullification, State interposition, State veto, or by 
whatever other name you please, still, if it be but resist- 
ance to an oppressive measure, it is the course which duty, 
patriotism, and self-preservation prescribe. If we are 


that, ina confederacy of States, designed principally as| asked upon what ground we place the right to resist a 
analliance, offensive and defensive, its authors could ever] particular law of Congress, and yet regard ourselves as a 
have contemplated that the federal head should regulate | constituent member of the Union, we answer, the ground 
the domestic industry of a widely extended country, dis-| of the compact. We do not choose, in a case of this kind, 
tinguished above all others for the diversity of interests, | to recur to what are called our natural rights, or the right 
pursuits, and resources, in its various sections. It was|of revolution. We claim to nullify by a more imposing 
this acknowledged divers ty that caused the arrangement ltitle. We claim it as a constitutional right, not meaning, 
of a conjoint and separate exercise of the sovereign autho-| as some have imagined, that we derive the right from the 
rity—the one to regulate external concerns, and the other | constitution, for derivative rights can only belong to the 
tohave absolute control ‘over the lives, liberties, and} functionaries of the high contracting parties to the con- 
properties of the people, and the internal order, improve-| stitution, but we claim to exercise it as one of the parties 
ment, and prosperity of the States.” | to the compact, and as consistent with its letter, its genius, 

It is the striking characteristic in the operation of a land its spirit; it being distinctly understood, at the time of 
simple and consolidated Government, that it protects ma-| ratifying the constitution, that the exercise of all sove- 
nufactures, agriculture, or any other branch of the pub-| reign rights, nct agreed to be had conjointly, were to be 
lic industry; that it can establish corporations, or make} exerted separately by the States. Though it be true that 
roads and canals, and patronize learning and the arts. | the provision in favor of what we call the reserved rights 
But it would be difficult to show that such was the ceed of the States was not necessary to secure to the States 
ment which the sages of the convention designed for the such reserved rights, yet the mere circumstance of its in- 
States. All these powers were proposed to be given to|sertion in the instrument makes it as clear a constitution- 
Congress, and they were proposed by that party in the|al provision as that of the power of Congress to raise 
convention who desired a firm National Government. |armies or to declare war. Any exercise of a right in con- 
The convention having decided on the federal form, in| formity with a constitutional provision, we conceive to be 
exclusion of the national, all these propositions were re-|a constitutional right, whether it be founded on an ex- 
jected; and yet we have lived to see an American Con-| press grant of the right, or be included ina general re- 
gress, who can hold no power except by express grant, |servation of undefined powers. The constitution being 
as fully in the exercise of these powers as if they were|the supreme law, and instrument in which a distribution 
part and parcel of their expressly delegated authority. | of powers is made between the Federal Government and 
Under a pretence of regulating commerce, they would|the States, it is incumbent on the authorities of each Go- 

rtually prohibit it. Were this regulation of commerce |vernment so to shape their legislation as not to overstep 
resorted to, asa means of coercing foreign nations to a fair the boundaries assigned to them. No act can, therefore, 
reciprocity in their intercourse with us, or for some other | be done by either Government, which, for its validity, can 
bona fide commercial purpose, as has been justly said by| be referred to any other test than the standard cf the con- 
our Legislature, the tariff acts would be constitutional. | stitution. If a State Government passes an act, defining 
3ut none of these acts have been passed as countervailing |and punishing a burglary, or a law abolishing the rights 
or retaliatory measures for restrictions placed on our com-| of primogeniture, it is more correct to say that she is in 
merce by foreign nations. Whilst other nations seem dis-|the exercise of her constitutional, than of her natural 


posed to relax in their restraints upon trade, our Con-| rights, because it is an express constitutional provision 


gress seems absolutely bent upon the interdiction of those 
articles of merchandise which are exchangeable for the 
products of Southern labor; thus causing the principal 
burden of taxation to fall upon this portion of the Union, 
and, by depriving us of our accustomed markets, to im- 
poverish our whole Southern country. In the same man- 
ner, and under the pretence of promoting the internal 
improvement of the States, and for other equally unjus- 
tihable and unconstitutional purposes, Congress is in the 


constant habit of violating those fundamental principles of 


that she should exercise all her sovereign rights not al- 
ready entrusted to the common functionary of the parties. 
| As it is impossible, then, that any act can be passed by 
either Government which, if disputed, must not be refer- 
red to the constitution as the supreme law of the parties, 
so aright is constitutional or unconstitutional, as it shall 
be found to comport with, or to be repugnant to, the 
terms or the spirit of that instrument. There is not, there- 
fore, a sovereign or a natural right which South Carolina 
can lawfully exercise in conformity with her engagements, 
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which is not stipulated for in the tenth amendment to the |tural or sovereign right. The natural rights of the States ai 
constitution. All such rights stipulated for, must be con-|are also admitted to be their reserved rights. If they ary pe 
stitutional. To regard them otherwise, would be a per- reserved, they must be constitutional, because the consti. a 
version of terms. tution, being an agreement to arrange the mode by woich = 

That nullification under our reserved rights was regard-|the States shall exercise their sovereignty, expressly sti ys 
ed as constitutional by the Virginia resolutions of 1798, is pulates for the exercise oi these powers in all cases not yo 
clear, from the exposition of them by the celebrated report }enumerated. ‘To some it may be unimportant upon what a 
drawn by Mr. Madison. In defending the third of these |basis we place the right of a State to protect its citizens, gue 
resolutions, which asserts the doctrine of State interposi-|as counter-legislation would be the beginning of resistance : 
tion and protection, the committee say ‘‘that they have jin either case; others may, perhaps justly, say that the a 








scanned it not merely with astrict, but with a severe eye, | whole controversy is resolvable into a dispute as to what ie 
and they feel confidence in pronouncing that, in its just |is, or is not, the proper definition ofa constitutional right, h 
and fair construction, it is unexceptionably true in its se-|We, however, think it of infinite importance, in urging oa 
veral positions, as well as constitutional and conclusive in jthe right of nullification, to regard it as a constitutional, ten 
its inferences.” What were the positions of the third re-|rather than as a natural remedy, because a constitutional f( 
solution? Ist. That the powers of the Federal Govern- | proceeding is calculated to give it a pacific course, and a had 
ment were limited to the plain sense of the instrument {higher recommendation. ‘The characteristic, in fact, of syst 
constituting the compact. 2d. That, in case ofa delibe-|the American constitutions in general, is, that they sane. oat 
rate, palpable, and dangerous infraction of the compact, |tify the fundamental principles of the American revolu. P . 
the State has the right to interpose, &c. Now what isthe |tion. Whilst other nations have to resort to the law of a 
inference? It is, that ‘*they are in duty bound to arrest inature, and by force to drive despots from their thrones, Thi 
the progress of the evil, by maintaining within their re-|thus incurring what, amongst them, is odiously termed per 
spective limits the authoritics, rights, and liberties apper- ose guilt of rebellion, we here have the incalculable ad. <i 
taining to them.” This inference, says the report, is|vantage of a thorough understanding amongst all classes, aSi 
¢* constitutional and conclusive.” The same doctrine was |that it is the right as well as the duty of a free people to tha 
as distinctly affirmed by the Virginia Assembly in their re-|recur, when necessary, to their sovereign rights, to resist Loc 
solutions adopting the report. They say, ‘*that, having |oppression. Such a sentiment as this becoming familiar neti 
fully and accurately re-examined and reconsidered these |to the public mind, acquires prodigious strength when its of t 
resolutions, they find it to be their indispensable duty to|spirit is seen to pervade a written constitution, and pre- uni 
adhere to the same as founded in truth, as consonant with! vents, rather than accelerates, opportunities for an unne- toc 
the constitution, and as conducive to its preservation.” | cessary recurrence to revolutionary movements. Under the 
We are aware that it has been recently maintained that, |such a structure of the public sentiment, when the voic A 
by the State interposition referred to in this third resolu-| ofa sovereign State shall be spoken, ‘* it will be heard iy by 
tion, the Virginia Assembly had allusion to the natural|a tone which virtuous governors will obey, and tyrannical mel 
right, and Mr. Madison himself has been brought forward | ones shall dread.” Nothing can more reconcile nullifica- Cor 
to give a construction to this resolution contrary to the |tion to our citizens, than to know, that if we are not pro- fro 
most obvious import of the terms. Be itso. Then, if|ceeding according to the forms of the constitution, we are act 
the State interposition here spoken of be a natural right, | nevertheless adnering to its spirit. The convention which ing 
it is a right which the Virginia Assembly have pronounced | framed the constitution could not agree upon any mode of con 
**consonant with the constitution, and as conducive to its | settling a dispute like the present. ‘The case was thiere- obt 
preservation.”” Or, in other words, that, without the ex-| fore left unprovided for, under the conviction, no doubt, to 1 
ercise of this natural sovereign right of interposition, the|as is admitted by Mr. Hamilton, in ** The Federalist,” giv 
constitution cannot be preserved. There is no incongru-|that if the Federal Government should oppress the States, ma 
ity inthis. It is quite competent for two monarchs to|the State Governments would be ready to check it bj cor 
stipulate ina treaty for that right which, independent of! virtue of their own inherent sovereign powers. ‘It may sub 
the treaty, would be a natural right, as ifa power were |safely be received as an axiom in our political system, of | 
conferred by the treaty on the citizens of either prince to] (says Mr. Hamilton, ) that the State Governments will, in fer 
capture, adjudge, and execute all subjects of the other|all possible contingencies, afford complete security against it! 
engaged in piracy on the high seas. It certainly would|invasion of the public liberty by the national authority of 
be more proper to call such a right a conventional right| Projects of usurpation cannot be masked under pretences sha 
than a natural right, though it be both. Several of the|so likely to escape the penctration of select bodies of men we 
State constitutions furnish instances of natural rights being}as of the people at large. The Legislatures will have vel 
secured by a constitutional provision. Even in the instru-| better means of information. They can discover the dan- Ge 
ment we are now considering, there is a distinct affirma-|ger at a distance; and, possessing ‘all the organs of civil Sta 
tion in terms of a natural right of sovereignty; such as the| power, and the confidence of the people, they can at once to 
sovereign right of a State to keep troops and ships of war adopt a regular plan of opposition, in which they can con cor 
in a certain emergency, or the sovereign right of a State] bine all the resources of the community.” ; rie 
to lay import and export duties for the purpose ofexecut-| That measure cannot be revolutionary which is adopted, no 
ing its inspection laws. In these cases, a natural right is| not with a view to resort to force, but by some decisiv: vet 
also a constitutional right, contrary to the definition of} measures to call the attention of the co-States to ad sputed vet 
those who maintain that no right is properly constitutional | question, in such a form as to compel them to decide what abl 
which is a sovereign right, because constitutional rights|are or are not the rights of the States in a case of a pal thr 
are derivative rights exercised by functionaries. ‘hat pable and dangerous infraction of those fundamental 
reasoning would be indeed strange which would place a principles of liberty in which they all have an interest 
natural, reserved, sovereign right, expressed interms, up-| In the exercise of the right of nullification, we are not jec 
on a better footing than all that mass of residuary power | unmindful of the many objections which have been urged val 
included in the general reservation of the tenth amend-|against it. That it may embarrass the present majority at 
ment. It would be to create a distinction without a dif-|in Congress, who are fatally bent upon building up the lh 
ference. The reserved rights, though undefined, are|sectional interests of their constituents upon the ruin o ve 
easily ascertained. Any particular right not found in the |our commerce, we can readily imagine; but these en be 
enumerated powers of Congress, of course belongs to the | barrassments, on examination, will be found to proces “ 
States. rather from an unwillingness on their part to adjust the wh 


The right to nullify is universally admitted to be a na-| controversy on principles of reason and justice, tha th 
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from any real difficulty existing in the constitution. The 
provisions of the constitution are ample for taking the 
sense of the States on a question more important than 
any which has occurred since the formation of the Go- 


yernment. 
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But, if the spirit of justice departs from | tension. 
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State to claim the resumption of a power which it had 
clearly delegated in positive terms. But it seems almost 
beyond the range of possibility, that six other States 
should be found to sustain a nullifying State in such a pre- 

Should such a case ever occur, as one-fourth 





the councils to which we have a right to look up as the |and upwards of the States resolving to break their pledges 


guardians of the public liberty and the public peace, 
no provisions of human wisdom can avail. We have 


| 





without the slightest pretence, it would show that it was 
time to dissolve the league. Ifa spirit of friendship and 


heard much of the danger of suffering one State to im-|fair dealing cannot bind together the members of this 


pede the operations of twenty-three States; but it must} Union, the sooner it is dissolved the better. 
be obvious to every considerate man that the danger can | objection is rather nominal than substantial. 


only exist where a State is wrong. 


So that this 
But the evil 


If the people of any |of this objection is, that whilst its admission would relieve 


one State are right in the principles for which they con- jus from an imaginary peril, we should be plunged into 
tend, it is desirable that they should impede the operations | that certain danger of an unrestricted liberty of Congress 
of Congress until the sentiments of its co-States shall be | to give us, instead of a confederated Government, a Go- 
had. A higher eulogy could not be bestowed upon our} vernment without any other limitation upon its power 
system than the power of resorting to some conservative | than the will of a majority. 


principle that shall stay a disruption of the league. It 


Other objections have been urged against nullification. 


| . . . ° 
js no argument to say that a State may have no grounds/[t is said that the President or Congress might employ 
on which to place herself upon her sovereign rights. |the military and naval force of the United States to re- 


Thisis a possible, but by no meansa probable case. Ex- 
perience has given us a most instructive lesson on this 
very subject. 
aState may resort to her sovereign rights too often, but 


that it will not avail herself of them when necessary. | Carolina, to recapitulate the arguments which have been 


Look, fellow-citizens, to our State; for ten years we have 
petitioned and remonstrated against the unconstitutionality 
of the tariff acts, and though the conviction has been 
universal that the effects of the system would be ruinous 


It has taught us that the danger is not that | 


toour interests, yet the difficulty has been great to bring! 


the people to the resisting point. 

And so with other objections. 
by us, that, according to the philosophy of the Govern- 
ment, and the true spirit of the compact, it becomes 
Congress, in all emergencies like the present, to solicit 
from the States the call of aconvention. That upon such 
aconvocation it should be incumbent on the States claim- 
ing the doubtful power, to propose an amendment to the 
constitution giving the doubtful power, and, on failure to 
obtain it by a consent of three-fourths of all the States, 
to regard the power as never having been intended to be 
given. We must not be understood to say that this was 


It has been maintained 


matter even of implied stipulation at the formation of the | 


compact. The constitution is designedly silent on the 


subject, on account of the extreme difficulty in the minds | 


of its framers of appointing a mode of adjusting these dif- 
ferences. This difficulty we now discover was imaginary. 
it had its source in apprehensions, which an experience 


of upwards of forty years has proved to be without the| 


shadow of a foundation. Many of the sages of that day 
were dissatisfied with their work for a reason which is the 
very opposite of the truth. 


They feared, not that the | 
General Government would encroach upon the rights of 


States, but that the States would perpetually be disposed 
to pass their boundaries of power, and finally destroy the 


confederation. Had they been blessed with the expe- 
rience which we have acquired, there could have been 


no objection to trusting the States who created the Go- 


vernment, and who would not fully embarrass it with a} 


veto under certain modifications. 


duce the nullifying State into obedience, and thus produce 
a civil dissension amongst the members of the confede- 
racy. We do not deem it necessary, in a community so 
conversant with this ‘part of the subject as that of South 


urged against such an improbable course, both for the 
want of power, and on the ground of expediency. But 
we cannot pass over one view, which we think sufficient 
to quiet all apprehension on that score. We live in an 
age of reason and intellect. ‘The idea of using force on 
an occasion of this kind is utterly at variance with the 
genius and spirit of the American people. In truth, it is 
becoming repugnant even to the genius and spirit of the 
Governments of the old world. We have lately seen in 
England one of the greatest reforms achieved which her 
history records—a reform which her wisest statesmen, 
twenty years ago, would have predicted could not be ac- 
complished without civil war, brought about by a blood- 
less revolution. The cause is manifest. Not only are 
the people every where better informed, but such is the 
influence which public opinion exerts over constituted 
authorities, that the rulers of this earth are more swayed 
by reason and justice than formerly. Under such evi- 
dent indications of the march of mind and intellect, it 
would be to pay but a poor compliment to the people of 
these States, to imagine that a measure taken by a sove- 
reign State, with the most perfect good fecling to her 
confederates, and to the perpetuity of the Union, and 
with no other view than to force upon its members the 
consideration of a most important constitutional question, 
should terminate otherwise than peaceably. 
Fellow-citizens, it is our honest and firm belief that nul- 
lification will preserve, and not destroy, this Union. But 
we should regret to conceal from you, that, if Congress 
should not be animated with a patriotic and liberal feeling 


jin this conjuncture, they can give to this controversy what 


issue they please. Admit, then, that there is risk of a se 
rious conflict with the Federal Government. We know 


lof no better way to avoid the chance of hostile measures 


It seems but reason-| 
able that a disputed power, which it would have required | ger, come from what quarter it will. 


in our opponents than to evinee a readiness to meet dan- 
We should think 


three-fourths of the States to add to the constitution, |that the American revolution was, indeed, to little pur- 


ought not to be insisted on by a majority in Congress, as| pose, 
impliedly conferred, if more than one-fourth should ob- people from asserting their sovereign rights 


j 


if a consideration of this kind were to deter our 
That revo- 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ject to it. ‘To deny this, would be to decide finally the/lution, it is well known, was not entered into by our 
validity of a power by a positive majority of the people | Southern ancestors from any actual oppression which the 
at large, instead of a concurring majority of the States. | people suffered; it was a contest waged for principle, em- 
rhere is, itis true, one objection, and only one to this | phatically for principle. The calamities of revolution, 
view, and that is, that, under this theory, a majority little | strife, and civil war, were fairly presented to the illustri- 
beyond the three-fourths, as, for instance, seven States|ous patriots of those times which tri¢ d the souls of men. 
out of twenty-four, might deprive Congress of powers | The alternative was either to remain dependent colonies, 
which have been expressly delegated. ‘The answer to 
this is, that it would be a yery extreme case for a single 





in hopeless servitude, or to become free, sovereign, and 
independent States. To attain such a distinguished rank 
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amongst the nations of the earth, there was but one path, 
and that the path of glory—the crowning glory of being 
accounted worthy of all suffering, and of embracing all 
the calamities of a protracted war abroad, and of domestic 
evils at home, rather than to surrender their liberties. 
The result of their labors is known to the world, through 
the flood of light which that revolution has shed upon the 
science of Government, and the rights of man—in the 
**Jesson it has taught the oppressor, and in the example 
it has afforded to the oppressed;” in the invigoration of 
the spirit of freedom every where, and in the amelioration 
it is producing in the social order of mankind. 

Inestimable are the blessings of that well regulated 
freedom which permits man to direct his labors and his 
enterprise to the pursuit or branch of industry to which 
he thinks natu.z has qualified him, unmolested by ava- 
rice, enthroned in power. Such was the freedom for 
which South Carolina struggled when a dependent colo- 
ny; such is the freedom of which she once tasted, as the 
first fruit of that revolutionary triumph which she assisted 
to achieve; such is the freedom she reserved to herself 
on entering into the league; such is the freedom of which 
she has been deprived, and to which she must be restor- 
ed, if her commerce be worth preserving, or the spirit of 
her Lavrens and her Gadsden has not fled forever from 
our bosoms. It is in vain to tell South Carolina that she 
can look to any administration of the Federal Government 
for the protection of her sovereign rights, or the redress 
of her Southern wrongs. Where the fountain is so pol- 
luted, it is not to be expected that the stream will again 
be pure. The protection to which, in all representative 
Governments, the people have been accustomed to look, 
to wit, the responsibility of the governors to the govern- 
ed, has proved nerveless and illusory. Under such a sys- 


tem, nothing but a radical reform in our political institu- | 


tions can preserve this Union. It is full time that we 
should know what rights we have under the federal con- 
stitution; and more especially ought we to know whether 
we are to live under a consolidated Government, or a con- 
federacy of States; whether the States be sovereign, or 
their local Legislatures be mere corporations. A fresh 
understanding of the bargain we deem absolutcly neces- 
sary. No mode can be devised by which a dispute can 
be referred to the source of all power, but by some one 
State taking the lead in the great enterprise of reform. 
rill some one Southern State tenders to the Federal Go- 
vernment an issue, it will continue to have its ‘‘ appetite 
increased by what it feeds on.” History admonishes us 
that rulers never have the forecast to substitute, in good 
time, reform for revolution. ‘They forget that it is always 
more desirable that the just claims of the governed should 
break in on them, ‘* through well contrived and well dis- 
posed windows, through flaws and breaches through the 
vawning chasms of their own ruin.”? One State must, 
under the awful prospects before us, throw herself into 
the breach, in this great struggle for constitutional free- 
dom. There is no other mode of awakening the atten- 
tion of the co-States to grievances which, if suffered to 
accumulate, must dismember the Union. It has fallen to 
our lot, fellow-citizens, first to quit our trenches. Let 
us go on to the assault with cheerful hearts and undaunt- 
ed minds. 

Fellow-citizens, the die is now cast. We have solemnly 
resolved on the course which it becomes our beloved State 


to pursue; we have resolved that, until these abuses shall | 


be reformed, no more taxes shall be paid here. ** Mil- 
lions for defence, but not a cent for tribute.” And now 
we call upon our citizens, native and adopted, to prepare 
for the crisis, and to meet it as becomes men and free- 
men. We call upon all classes, and all parties, to forget 
their former differences, and to unite in a solemn deter- 
mination never to abandon this contest until such a change 
be effected in the councils of the nation, that all the citi 
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zens of this confederacy shall participate equally in the 
benefits and the burdens of the Government. To this so. 
lemn duty we now invoke you in the name of all that is 
sacred and valuable to man; we invoke you in the name 
of that liberty which has been acquired by you from an 
illustrious ancestry, and which it is your duty to transmit, 
unimpaired, to the most distant generations; we invoke 
you in the name of that constitution which you profess to 
venerate, and of that Union which vou are all desirous to 
perpetuate. By the reverence you bear to these your 
institutions; by all the love you bear to liberty; by the 
detestation you have for servitude; by all the abiding me. 
morials of your past glories; by the proud association of 
your exalted and your common triumphs in the first and 
greatest of revolutions; by the force of ali those sublime 
truths which that event has inculcated amongst the na- 
tions; by the noble flame of republican enthusiasm which 
warms your bosoms, we conjure you, in this mighty strug 
gle, to give your hearts, and souls, and minds to your in- 
jured and oppressed State, and to support her cause, 
publicly and privately, with your opinions, your prayers, 
and your actions. Ifappeals such as these prove unavail 
ing, we then command your obedience to the laws and the 
authorities of the State, by a title which none can gainsay 
We demand it by that allegiance which is reciprocal with 
the protection you have received from the State. We 
admit of no obedience to any authority which shall con. 
flict with that primary allegiance which every citize: 
owes to the State of his birth or his adoption. There 
not, nor has there ever been, ‘ any direct or immediate 
allegiance between the citizens of South Carolina and the 
| Federal Government; the relation between them is through 
the State.” South Carolina having entered into the con- 
| stitutional compact as a separate, independent, political 
community, as has already been stated, has the right to 
declare an unconstitutional act of Congress null and void 
After her sovereign declaration that the act shall not be 
enforced within her limits, ‘* such a declaration is obli 
!gatory on her citizens. As far as its citizens are con- 
cerned, the clear right of the State is to declare the ex 
tent of the obligation.” This declaration, once made, 
the citizen has no course but to obey. If he refuses obe- 
i dience, so as to bring himself under the displeasure of his 
only and lawful sovereign, and within the severe pains 
| and penalties which, by her high sovereign power, th 
Legislature will not fail to provide in her self-defence, 
the fault and the folly must be his own. 
And now, fellow-citizens, having discharged the solemn 
i duty to which we have been summoned, in a crisis big 
with the most important results to the liberties, pea 
safety, and happiness of this once harmonious, but now 
distracted confederacy, we commend our cause to that 
Great Disposer of events, who (if he has not ali eady, for 
some inscrutable purposes of his own, decreed otherwis: 
will smile on the efforts of truth and justice. We kno 
that **unless the Lord keepeth the city, the watchma 
waketh but in vain; but relying, as we do, in this cor 
troversy, on the purity of our motives, and the honor ot 
our ends, we make this appeal with all the confidenc 
which, in times of trial and difficulty, ought to inspire the 
breast of the patriot and the christian. Fellow-citizens, 
do your duty to your country, and leave the consequences 
to God. 


No. 4. 

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
To the people of Massachusetts, Virginia, New York, Pevn 
sylvania, North Carolina, Maryland, Connecticut, Ver 
nont, New Hampshire, Maine, New Jersey, Georgic, 
Delaware, Fihode Island, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
Louisiana, Indiana, Mississippi, Illinois, Alabama, on 


Missouri. 
We, the people of South Carolina, assembled in co 
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yention, have solemnly and deliberately declared, in ourjtion to protect their citizens, fon whatever quarter 
paramount sovereign capacity, that the act of Congress, | assailed, remains unchanged and undiminished. 
approved the 19th dav of May, 1828, andthe act approv-| But clear and undoubted as we regard the right, and 
ed the 14th July, 1832, altering and amending the seve-} sacred as we regard the duty of the States, to interpose 
ralacts imposing duties on imports, are unconstitutional, thei sir sovereign power for the purpose of protecting their 
and, therefore, absolutely void and of no binding force| citizens from the unconstitutional and oppressive acts of 
within the limits of this State; and for the purpose of car-| the Federal Government, yet we are as clearly of the 
rying this declaration into full and complete effect, we| opinion that nothing short ‘of that high moral and politi- 
have invested the Legislature with ample powers, and|cal necessity, which results from acts of usur pation, sub- 
made it the duty of all the functionaries and all the citi-| versive of the rights and liberties of the people, should 
zens of the State, on their allegiance, to co-operate in}induce a member of this confederacy to resort to this in- 
enforcing the aforesaid declaration. terposition. Such, however, is the melancholy and pain- 
In resorting to this important measure, to which we | ful necessity under which we have declared the acts of 
have been impelled by the most sacred of all the duties} Congress imposing protecting duties null and void within 
which a free people can owe either to the memory of] the limits of South Carolina. The spirit and the princi- 
their ancestors or to the claims of their posterity, we feel| ples which animate d your ancestors, and ours, in the 
that it is due to the intimate political relation which exists| councils and in the fields of their common glory, forbid us 
between South Carolina and the other States of this con-|to submit any longer toa system of legislation, now be- 
federacy, that we should presenta clear and distinct expo-| come the est: sblishe d policy ‘of the Federal Government, 
sition of the principles on which we have acted, and ofthe| by which we are reduced toa condition of colonial vas- 
causes by which we have been reluctantly constrained to salage, i in all its aspects more oppressive and intolerable 
assume this attitude of sovereign resistance in relation to| than that from which our common ancestors relieved them- 
the usurpations of the Federal Government. selves by the war of the revolution. There is no right 
For this purpose, it will be necessary to state, briefly,| which enters more essentially into a just conception of 
what we conceive to be the relation created by the fede- liberty, than that of the free and unrestricted use of the 
ral constitution between the States and the General Go-| productions of our industry. This clearly involves the 
vernment; and also what we conceive to be the true charac-| right of carrying the productions of that industry wher- 
ter and practical operation of the system of protecting du-|ever they can be most advantageously exchanged, whe- 
ties, as it affectsour rights, our interests, and our liberties. | ther in foreign or domestic markets. South Carolina 
We hold, then, that, on their separation from the produces, almost exclusively, agricultural staples, which 
Crown of Great Britain, the several colonies became free} derive their principal value from the demand for them in 
and independent States, each enjoying the separate and| foreign countries. Under these circumstances, her natu- 
independent right of self-government; and that no au-jral markets are abroad; and restrictive duties imposed 
thority can be exercised over them, or within their limits, | upon her intercourse with those markets, diminish the 
but by their consent, respectively given as States. It is | exchangeable value of her productions very nearly to the 
equally true that the constitution of the United States is} full extent of those duties. 
a compact formed between the several States acting a: | Under a system of free trade, the aggregate crop of 
sovereign Communities; that the Government created by] South Carolina could be exchanged for a larger qui antity 
itisa joint agency of the States, appointed to execute | of manufactures, by at least one-third, than it can be now 
the powers enumerated and granted by that instrument;/ exchanged for under the*protecting system. It is noless 
that all its acts, not intent ionally authorized, are them-|e a that the value of that crop is diminished by the 
selves essentially null and void, and that the States have protecting system very nearly, if not precisely, to the ex- 
the right, in the same sovereign capacity in which they) tent that the aggregate quantity of manufactures which 
adopted the federal constitution, to pronounce, in the last] can be obtained for it isdiminished. _Itis, indeed, strictly 
resort, authoritative judgment on the usurpations of the land phil »sophic ally true that the quantity of consumable 
Federal Government, and to adopt such measures as they| commodities which can be obtained for the cotton and 
may deem necessary and expedient to arrest the opera-| rice annually swadenetl by the industry of the State, is the 
tion of the unconstitutional acts of that Government with-| precise measure of their aggregate value. But, for the 
in their respective limits. Such we deem to be the inhe-| prevalent and habitual error of confounding the money 
thts, in the very nature of! price with the exchangeable value of our agricultural 

















rent rights of the States—rigl ic imaa 
thi ngs, absolutely inseparable from sovereiznty. Nor is|staples, these propositions would be regarded as self. 
the duty of a State to arrest an unc onstitutional and « p-jevident. If the protecting duties were repealed, one 
pressive act of the Federal Government less imperative| hundred bales of cotton or one hundred barrels of rice 
than the right is incontestable. Each State, by P itifying| would purchase as large a quantity of manufactures 


as 


the fede “ral. constitution, and becoming a m« mber of the!one lam lred and fifty will now purchase. The annual 
Pees contracted an obligation to ‘* protect and income of the State, its means of purchasing and con- 
de oe ' : - 5 
a ma canna, as wellby resisting th usurpations| suming the necessaries and comforts and luxuries of life, 
ofthe Federal Gove r oe nt, as by sustaining that Govern-| would be increased in a corresponding degree 
ment nth e exercise of the powers actually conferred upor Almost the entire cotton crop of South Car olina, amount- 
it. And the ‘obl os stion of the oath which is imposed, under} ing, annually, to more se ian six millions of de ars s, is ulti- 


the constitution, on every functionary of the States, to} mately excha g l ither for foreign manufactures, sub- 


ey 





reserve, protect, and defend” the federal constitu-| ject to protecting dt orn or for similar domestic manu- 
as clearly comprehend ul value of that crop would be all 





ds the duty of prote oting and | facture The natur: 
= nding it against the usurpations of the Fede ral Go-|the manufactures which we could obtain for 





it undera 

ernment, as that of protecting and defending it against| system of unrestricted commerce. The artificial value, 
v idhelion 3 in any other form, or from any other quarter. | produced by the unjust and unconstitutional legislation of 
It is true, , in ratifying the feder a constitution, the rs ongress, is only such part of those manufactures as will 
States placed a large and i important por rtion of the rights| remain after paying a duty of fifty per cent. to the Go- 


of their Sieme unde sr the joint protec tion of all the| vernment; or, to speak w ith more precisi ion, to the North- 
States, with a view to their more effectual security; but|ern manufacturers. ‘To make this obvious to the hum- 
itis not less true that they reserved a por tion still larger, blest comprehension, Ict it be supposed that the whole of 
at ue not less important, under their own immediate guar-|the present crop should be exchanged, by the planters 

dianship, and in relation to which, their original oblig a-|themselves, for those foreign manuf: actures for which it 


Vor. IX.--Y 
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is destined, by the inevitable course of trade, to be ulti- 
mately exchanged, either by themselves or their agents. 
Let it be also assumed, in conformity with the facts of the 
case, that New Jersey, for example, produces, of the 


very same description of manufactures, a quantity equal | 


to that which is purchased by the cotton crop of South 
Carolina. We have, then, two States of the same con- 
federacy, bound to bear an equal share of the burdens, 
and entitled to enjoy an equal share of the benefits of the 
common Government, with precisely the same quantity of 
productions, of the same quality and kind, produced by 
their lawful industry. We appeal to your candor, and to 
your sense of justice, to say whether South Carolina has 
not a title as sacred and indefeasible to the full and undi- 
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Carolina under the compact of Union, is the protection 
and defence of her foreign commerce against all the ene. 
mies by whom it may be assailed. And in what manner 
has this duty been discharged? All the powers of 
the earth, by their commercial restrictions, and all the 
pirates of the ocean, by their lawless violence, could not 
have done so much to destroy our commerce as has been 
done by that very Government to which its guardianship 
jhas been committed by the federal constitution. The 
commerce of South Carolina consists in exchanging the 
staple productions of her soil for the manufactures of Eu- 
‘rope. It isa lawful commerce. It violates the rights of 
‘no class of people in any portion of the confederacy. It 
is this very commerce, therefore, which the constitution 





minished enjoyment of these productions of her industry, | has enjoined it upon Congress to encourage, protect, and 
acquired by the combined operations of agriculture and |defend, by such regulations as may be necessary to ac. 
commerce, as New Jersey can have to the like enjoyment |complish that object. But instead of that protection, 
of similar productions of her industry, acquired by the|which is the only tie of our allegiance, as individual citi- 
process of manufacture. Upon no principle of constitu- | zens, to the Federal Government, we have seen a gigantic 
tional right, upon no principle of human reason or justice, | system of restrictions gradually reared up, and at length 
can any discrimination be drawn between the titles of| brought to a fatal maturity, of which it is the avowed ob. 
South Carolina and New Jersey to these productions of ject, and must be the inevitable result, to sweep our com. 
their capital and labor. Yet, what is the discrimination | merce from the great highway of nations, and cover our 
actually made by the unjust, unconstitutional, and partial | land with poverty and ruin. 

legislation of Congress? A duty, on an average, of fifty| Even the States most deeply interested in the mainte. 
per cent. is imposed upon the productions of South Caro- |nance of the protecting system will admit that it is the 
tina, while no duty at all is imposed upon the similar pro- | interest of South Carolina to carry on a commerce of ex- 
ductions of New Jersey! The inevitable result is, that\changes with foreign countries, free from restrictions, 
the manufactures thus lawfully acquired by the honest 


i 


industry of South Carolina are worth, annually, three 


millions of dollars less to her citizens than the very same | 


quantity of the very same description of manufactures are 


worth to the citizens of New Jersey; a difference of value 


produced exclusively by the operation of the protecting | 


system. 


prohibitory burdens, or incumbrances of any kind. We 
feel, and we know, that the vital interests of the State 
are involved in such a commerce. It would be a down- 
‘right insult to our understandings to tell us that our inte- 
rests are not injured, deeply injured, by those prohibitory 
duties, intended and calculated to prevent us from obtain- 


jing the cheap manufactures of foreign countries for our 
No ingenuity can either evade or refute this proposi-|staples, and to compel us to receive for them the dear 
tion. The very axioms of geometry are not more self-| manufactures of our domestic establishments, or pay the 
evident. For even if the planters of South Carolina, in| penalty of the protecting duties, for daring to exercise 
the case supposed, were to sell and not to consume these }one of the most sacred of our natural rights. What 
productions of their industry, it is plain that they could |right, then, human or divine, have the manufacturing 
obtain no higher price for them, after paying duties to | States--for we regard the Federal Government as a mere 
the amount of $3,000,000, than the manufacturers of New |instrument in their hands--to prohibit South Carolina, 
Jersey would obtain for the same quantity of the same {directly or indirectly, from going to her natural markets, 
kind of manufactures, without paying any duty at all. land exchanging the rich productions of her soil, without 

This single view of the subject exhibits the enormous | restriction or incumbrance, for such foreign articles as 
inequality and injustice of the protecting system in such | will most conduce to the wealth and prosperity of her 
a light, that we feel the most consoling confidence that |citizens? It will not, surely, be pretended—for truth and 
we shall be fully justified by the impartial judgment of }decency equally forbid the allegation—that, in exchang- 
posterity, whatever may be the issue of this unhappy con-|ing our productions for the cheaper manufactures of Eu- 
troversy. We confidently appeal to our confederate |rope, we violate any right of the domestic manufacturers, 
States, and to the whole world, to decide whether the |howeyer gratifying it might be to them, if we would pur- 
annals of human legislation furnish a parallel instance of |chase their inferior productions at higher prices. 
injustice and oppression perpetrated under the forms of| Upon what principle, then, can the State of South 
a free Government. However it may be disguised by the | Carolina be called upon to submit to a system which ex- 
complexity of the process by which it is effected, it is|cludes her from her natural markets, and the manifold 
nothing less than the monstrous outrage of taking three |benefits of that enriching commerce which a kind and 
millions of dollars annually from the value of the produc- lbeneficent Providence has provided to connect her with 
tions of South Carolina, and transferring it to the people |the family of nations, by the bonds of mutual interest 
of other and distant communities. No human Govern-|But one answer can be given to this question. It is in 
ment can rightfully exercise such a power. It violates the | vain that we attempt to disguise the fact, mortifying as it 
eternal principles of natural justice, and converts the;must be, that the principle by which South Carolina is 
Government into a mere instrument of legislative plun-|thus excluded, is, in strict propriety of language, and to 
der. Of all the Governments on the face of the earth, | all rational intents and purposes, a principle of colonial 
the Federal Government has the least shadow of a consti-|dependence and vassalage, in all respects identical with 
tutional right to exercise such a power. 


is 


It was created |that which restrained our forefathers from trading witl 
principally, and almost exclusively, for the purpose of|any manufacturing nation of Europe other than Great 
protecting, improving, and extending that very com-|Britain. South Carolina now bears the same relation t 
merce, which, for the Jast ten years, all its powers have |the manufacturing States of this confederacy, that the 
been most unnaturally and unrighteously perverted tocrip-| Anglo-American colonies bore to the mother country, 
ple and destroy. ‘The power to ‘‘regulate commerce with the single exception, that our burdens are incom- 
with foreign nations,” was granted obviously for the pre-|parably more oppressive than those of our ancestors. Ou! 
servation of that commerce. ‘Ihe most important of all|time, our pride, and the occasion, equally forbid us t 


the duties which the Federal Government owes to South |trace out the degrading analogy. We leave that to the 





APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 171 


Proceedings in relation to South Carolina. (22d Cone. 2c Sess. 


historian who shall record the judgment which an impar- | the diversities of human opinion, and have seen too many 
tial posterity will pronounce upon the eventful transac- | proofs of the infatuation of human power, not to have 
nanner HH sions of this day. looked with the most anxious concern to the possibility of 
ers of Itis in vain that we attempt to console ourselves by the|a resort to military or naval force on the part of the Fe- 
all the empty and unreal mockery of our representation in Con-| deral Government; and, in order to obviate the possibility 
ald not ess. As to all those great and vital interests of the|of having the history of this contest stained by a single 
c been State which are affected by the protecting system, it) drop of fraternal blood, we have solemnly and irrevoca- 
fanship would be better that she had no representation in that| bly resolved that we will regard such a resort as a dissolu- 
| The body. It serves no other purpose but to conceal the) tion of the political ties which connect us with our confe- 
ing the chains which fetter our liberties, under the vain and/|derate States, and will, forthwith, provide for the organi- 
of Eu- empty forms of a representative Government. In the en-| zation of a new and separate Government. 

ghts of actment of the protecting svstem, the majority of Con-| We implore you, and particularly the manufacturing 
cy. It gress is, in strict propriety of speech, an irresponsible| States, not to believe that we have been actuated, in 
tution despotism. A very brief analysis will render this clear to| adopting this resolution, by any feeling of resentment or 
ct, and every understanding. What, then, we ask, is involved in| hostility towards them, or by a desire to dissolve the poli- 
| tO ac. the idea of political responsibility in the imposition of| tical bonds which have so long united our common desti- 
ection, public burdens? It clearly implies that those who im-jnies. We still cherish that rational devotion to the Union 
ial cit. pose the burdens should be responsible to those who} by which this State has been pre-eminently distinguished 
igantic bearthem. Every representative in Congress should be|in all times past. But that blind and idolatrous devotion 
length responsible, not only to his own immediate constituents, | which would bow down and worship oppression and 
ved ob- but through them, and their common participation in the| tyranny, veiled under that consecrated title, if it ever ex- 
ir com- burdens imposed, to the constituents of every other re-|isted among us, has now vanished forever. Constitutional 
ver Our presentative. If, in the enactment of a protecting tariff, | liberty is the only idol of our political devotion; and, to 
the majority in Congress imposed upon their own constitu-| preserve that, we will not hesitate a single moment to 
; ents the same burdens which they impose upon the peo-/surrender the Union itself, if the sacrifice be necessary. 
is the ple of South Carolina, that majority would act under all|If it had pleased God to cover our eyes with ignorance, if 
of ex: the restraints of political responsibility, and we should} He had not bestowed upon us the understanding to com- 
ictions, have the best security which human wisdom has yet de-! prehend the enormity of the oppression under which we 
. We vised, against oppressive legislation. |labor, we might submit to it without absolute degradation 
> State But the fact is precisely the reverse of this. The ma-/and infamy. But the gifts of Providence cannot be neg- 
cown- jority in Congress, in imposing protecting duties, which| lected or abused with impunity. A people who delibe- 
ir inte. are utterly destructive to the interests of South Carolina, | rately submit to oppression, with a full knowledge that 
bitory not only impose no burdens, but actually confer enriching they are oppressed, are fit only to be slaves; and all histo- 
obtain- bounties upon their constituents, proportioned to the bur-|ry proves that such a people willsoon find a master. It 


tection 
1€ ene. 





mainte. 


for our dens they impose upon us. Under these circumstances, | is the pre-existing spirit of slavery in the people that has 


he dear the principle of representative responsibility is perverted | made tyrants in all ages of the world. No tyrant ever 


pay the into a principle of absolute despotism. It is this very tie, | made a slave; no community, however small, having the 
Xercise binding the majority of Congress to execute the will of spirit of freemen, ever yet had a master. The most il- 
What their constituents, which makes them our inexorable op-|lustrious of those States which have given to the world 
cturing pressors. They dare not open their hearts to the senti-| examples of human freedom, have occupied territories not 
a mere ments of human justice, or to the feelings of human sym-/ larger than some of the districts of South Carolina; while 
arolina, pathy. ‘They are tyrants by the very necessity of their|the largest masses of population that were ever united 
arkets, position, however elevated may be their principles in their | under a common Government have been the abject, spirit- 
without individual capacities. |less, and degraded slaves of despotic rulers. We sin- 
icles as The grave question, then, which we have to determine, | cerely hope, therefore, that no portion of the States of 
of her as the sovereign power of the State, upon the awful re-| this confederacy will permit themselves to be deluded into 
uth and sponsibility under which we have acted, is, whether we|any measures of rashness by the vain imagination that 
xchang- will voluntarily surrender the glorious inheritance pur-| South Carolina will vindicate her rights and liberties with 
of Eu chased and consecrated by the toils, the sufferings, and} a less inflexible and unfaltering resolution, with a popula- 
cturers, the blood of an illustrious: ancestry, or transmit that in-/tion of some half a million, than she would do with a 
ild pur- heritance to our posterity untarnished and undiminished. | population of twenty millions. 
We could not hesitate in deciding this question. We} It does not belong to freemen to count the costs and 
have, therefore, deliberately and unalterably resolved} calculate the hazards of vindicating their rights and de- 
that we will no longer submit to a system of oppression | fending their liberties; and even if we should stand alone 
which reduces us to the degrading condition of tributary |in the worst possible emergency of this great controversy, 
vassals, and which would reduce our posterity, in a few) without the co-operation or encouragement of a single 
generations, to a state of poverty and wretchedness that) State of the confederacy, we will march forward with an 
would stand in melancholy contrast with the beautiful and | unfaltering step, until we have accomplished the object 
delightful region in which the providence of God has cast | of this great enterprise. , 
our destinies. Having formed this resolution with a full} Having now presented, for the consideration of the 
view of all its bearings, and of all its probable and possi-| Federal Government, and our confederate States, the 
ble issues, it is due to the gravity of the subject, and the) fixed and final determination of this State in relation to 
solemnity of the occasion, that we should speak to our|the protecting system, it remains for us to submit a plan 
confederate brethren in the plain language of frankness! of taxation in which we would be willing to acquiesce, in 
and truth. Though we plant ourselves upon the consti-|a spirit of liberal concession, provided we are met in due 
tution, and the immutable principles of justice, and in-|time, and in a becoming spirit, by the States interested in 
tend to operate exclusively through the civil tribunals and | the protection of manufactures. — 
civil functionaries of the State, yet we will throw off this We believe that, upon every just and equitable princi- 
oppression at every hazard. We believe our remedy to ple of taxation, the whole list of protected articles should 
be essentially peaceful. We believe the Federal Govern-| be imported free of all duty, and that the revenue derived 
ment has no shadow of right or authority to act against a from import duties should be raised exclusively from the 
sovereign State of the confederacy in any form, much | unprotect darticles, or, that whenever a duty is imposed 
less to coerce it by military power. But we are aware of} upon protected articles imported, an excise duty of the 
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same rate should be iaenonet upon all similar articles | ma 1a*| —those very rights which our common ancestors left to 
nufactured in the United States. 


This would be as near) us as a common inheritance, purchased by their common 
an approach to perfect equality as could possibly be made | toils, and consecrated by their blood. It is a question of 
in a system of indirect taxation. No substantial reason| | liberty on the one hand, and slavery on the other. If we 
can be given for subjecting manufactures obtained from! submit to this system of unconstitutional oppression, we 
abroad in exchange for the productions of South Carolina) shall voluntarily sink into slavery, and transmit that igno. 
to the smallest duty, even for revenue, which would not! minious inheritance to our children. ° 
show that similar manufactures made in the United States| cannot, we dare not, submit to this degradation; and our 
should be subject to the very same rate of duty. The! resolve is fixed, and unalterable, that a protecting tariff 
former, not less than the latter, are, to every rational in-| shall be no longer enforced within the limits of South Ca- 
tent, the productions of domestic industry, and the mode|rolina. We stand upon the principles of everlasting jus- 
of acquiring the one is as lawful, and more conducive to| tice, and no human power shall drive us from our position. 
the public prosperity, than that of acquiring the other. We have not the slightest apprehension that the Gene- 
But we are willing to make a large offering to preserv e| ral Government will attempt to force this system upon us 
the U nion, and, with a distinct declaration that it is a | by military power: we have warned our brethren of the 
concession on our part, we will consent that the same rate | consequences of such an attempt; but if, notwithst ond 
of duty may be imposed upon the protected articles that/ing, such a course of madness should be pursued, w 
shall be imposed upon the unprotected: provided that no} lhere solemnly declare that this system of auneenion 
more revenue be raised than is necessary to meet the de-| shall never prevail in South Carolina, until none but 


We will not, we 


mands of the Government for constitutional purposes, and|slaves are left to submit to it. 


We would infinitely pre- 


provided, also, that a duty, substantially uniform, be im-} \fer that the ter ritory of the State should be the cemetery 


posed upon all foreign imports. 

It is obvious that, 
manufacturing States would have a decided advantage 
over the planting States. 
that, as communities, the manufacturing States would bear 
no part of the burdens of federal taxation, so far as the 
revenue should be derived from protected articles. The 
earnestness with which their representatives seek to in- 
crease the duties on these articles, is conclusive proof that 
those duties are bounties, and not burdens, to their con- 
stituents. As at least two-thirds of the 


federal revenue 
would be raised from protected : 


articles, under the 


would be entirely exempted from all particips xtion in that | 
proportion of the public burdens. 

Under these circumstances, we cannot permit ourselves 
to believe, for a moment, that, in a crisis marked by such 
portentous and fearful omens, those States can hesitate in 
acceding to this arrangement, when they perceive that it 
will be the means, and possibly the only means, of re- 
storing the ’ 
They most assuredly have the strongest of human induce 
ments, aside from all considerations of justice, to adjust 
this controversy, without pushing it to extremities. This 
can be accomplished only by the proposed modification of 
the tariff, or by the call of a general convention of all the 
States. If South Carolina should be driven out of the 
Union, all the other planting States, and some of the 
Western States, would follow by an alt nost abs solute ne- 
cessity. Can it be believed that Georgia Mississippi, 
Tennessee, and even Kentucky, would continue to pay a 
tribute of fifty per cent. upon their consumption to the 
Northern States, for the privilege of being united tothem, 
when they could receive all their suppl es through the 
ports of South Carolina without paying 
tribute? 

The separation of South Carolina would inevitably pro- 
duce a general dissolution of the Union 
sary consequence, the 
cuniary bounties to th: id its pecuniary 
burdens upon the Southern States, would be utterly 
overthrown and demolished, involving the ruin of tho u-| 
sands and hundreds of thousands in the manufacturing | 
States. 

By these powerful considerations, connected with thei ir | 
own pecuniary interests, we beseec h them to pause and 
contemplate the disastrous consequences which will cer-| 
tainly result from an obstinate = 
in maintaining the protecting sys 
question of merely pecuniary interest, connected with no 
shadow of right, and involving no princi 
with us it isa question involving our most sacred rights | 


a single cent of 


, and, as a neces- 
protectin, g system, with all its pe- 
> Northern States, and it 


everance, on their part 
tem. With them it isa 
| 


| of freemen than the habitation of slaves. 
even under this arrangement, the | these principles, and animated by these sentiments, we 


For it is demonstrably evident | 


broken harmony of this great confederacy. | 


ple of liberty; |fiv 


Actuated by 


will cling to the pillars of the temple of our liberties, and, 
if it must fall, we will perish amidst the ruins. 
J. HAMILTON, Jr. 
President of the Convention. 
Harner, Clerk. 


Attest: Isaac W. 


No. 5. 


GOVERNOR HAMILTON’S MESSAGE. 


pro-| 7b the Senate and House of Representatives: 
posed modification of the tariff, the manufacturing States | 


Frrtow-Citrizexs: In mecting you, after the short in- 


jterval which has supervened since your adjournment, al- 


\low me to tender you my most cordial and respectful 


salutations. 


At this annual period of our assembling, it becomes us 
to review the occurrences of the last year, connected with 
our domestic concerns, if not with a minute scrutiny, at 
least with a sentiment of fervent gratitude to the Great 
Disposer of human events. These tributes of our grate- 
\ful acknowledgment are due for the various and multipli- 
ed blessings He has been pleased to bestow upon our peo- 
ple. Abundant harvests, inevery quarter of our State, have 
crowned the exertions of our agricultural labors. Health, 
almost beyond former precedent, has blessed our homes, 
as yet undisturbed by the frightful ravages of that new 
and terrible pestilence which has elsewhere made such 
portentous havoc in a large portion of the human famil; 
Nor have we less reason for thankfulness in surveying 
social condition. If a political excitement, connected with 
the public liberty of the country, has stimulated the public 
mind to a degree of fervor and vigor beyond all former 
example, this very excitement has furnished the consoling 
exponent of our fitness for the en of this inesti- 
mable blessing; for, in despite of a painful ex: uper ition 
of public feeli ngs social order has been preserved, and the 
ms jest y of the law has been supreme. 

The offic = at the head of your financial department 
will give a detailed e xposition of the condition of your 
treasury. You will toaes by his statements, that t the 
receipts during the last fiscal year were four hun 
and sixty-eig cht thousand seven hundred and thirteen « d ol: 


|lars and fifty-eig ‘ht cents; and that the payments were 


three hundred and fifty-one thousand four hundred and 
|ninety-six dollars and ninety-four cents; and that the dif- 
ference between these two sums, added to the sums 


,; which we received on account of our claims on the Gene- 


ral Government, 


left a balance in the treasury on the 1st 
of October, 


of two hundred and seventy-two thousand 
five hundred and thirty-three dollars and fifty-eight cents. 
In our settlement with the United States, we re- 
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ceived, in money, one hundred and fifty-seven thousand] cess, in the process of qualifying those who are to come 
two hundred and fifty-nine dollars and sixteen cents, and| after us to fill the high functionaries and offices apper- 
the sum of forty-one thousand six hundred and twenty-| taining to the public weal. That this fountain of light 
five dollars and eighty cents in arms; making, in all, the| may diffuse its beams over our whole State, and be felt in 
sum of one hundred and ninety-eight thousand eight hun-| the wide extension of literature, science, and all useful 
dred and eighty-four dollars and twenty cents, which we} knowledge, must depend on your parental care and unre- 
have thus recovered on account of these claims. A fur-|laxed vigilance. To discharge this duty is a debt which 
ther balance, amounting to sixty thousand dollars, on ac-| you must pay, under a sacred obligation to posterity. 

count of arrearages for interest, is yet due, which we| The attention of the Legislature has been so frequently 
should likewise have received under the provisions of an| invited to the subject of public education, as administered 
act which passed both branches of Congress, but it was| through our free schools, to our penal code, and to our 
not returned by the President of the United States prior} existing road system, and the improvements so long desir- 
to the adjournment of Congress. ed in each of these departments of the public service have 

In this adjustment, which may be considered as final, | been so long postponed, that [ can scarcely cherish the 
for our State will come in under the general provisions of| hope, at a period of such profound and intense interest 
the act in question, whenever it is ratified, which regu-| on another and absorbing topic of public policy, connect- 
lates the allowance of interest to the States on sums ad-| ed with our relations with the Federal Government, that 
vanced by them on account of the expenses incurred dur-| these subjects will command your deliberations. They 
ing the late war, it would be eminently unjust not to press| are nevertheless topics of great domestic urgency, in 
upon your consideration the strong claims which the! which the necessity for reform is more readily recognis- 
Comptroller General has both on your justice and libe-| ed than the means of effecting it, except in relation to a 
rality. I trust you will accord to him remuneration for} mitigation of our penal code, by striking from our sta- 
the zeal and industry, and signal ability which he dis-| tute book some of the old common law penalties which 
played in the discharge of the special duty which you as-| yet disfigure it. That adequate means may be devis- 
signed him in your resolution of the last annual session. | ed for securing an effective responsibility on the part of 
Under this he repaired to Washington, and, for six months,| the trustees of the school fund, for its useful appropria- 
during an inconvenient absence from his family, dedicat-| tion, and that this beneficent scheme of carrying the rays 
ed his time and talents to the irksome unravelling, and, | of light and moral life into the recesses of poverty and 
finally, successful adjustment of these accounts. Such| ignorance may not fail, either through apathy or neglect, 
members of our delegation in Congress as co-operated! or by the ill-judged rashness with which a benevolent 
with this officer in this settlement, and had the best means| enterprise may be abandoned under temporary miscar- 
of witnessing his highly effective services in the perform-| riages, susceptible of remedy, is as much my earnest 
ance of his trust, at once urge and bear testimony to the} hope, as it should be your anxious concern. 
equity of this claim. I would respectfully suggest, as| Whether, in reference to public roads, a commutation 
the Comptroller has only received a sum for this duty) from labor into money, at one-half of the estimated value 
equivalent to his personal expenses in travelling to, re-| of the labor, to be placed, as a permanent road fund, in 
maining at, and returning from Washington, that he may) the hands of the commissioners of roads, would not be a 
be allowed a reasonable commission on the amount now, mode of keeping them in repair, less burdensome to the 
received, and hereafter to be received, during his agency | community, and much more effective in itself, is submit- 
and continuance in office. “| ted to your consideration. 

The very full and satisfactory report of the able officer| I likewise submit for your deliberation whether, after 
at the head of the bank of the State of South Carolina, | the events of the last year in Virginia, some restriction 
supersedes the necessity of my dwelling on any thing con-| ought not to be placed on the free ingress of slaves 
nected with this institution, but the encouraging fact, that} brought into our State for sale; a subject surely of mo- 
after appropriating a sum deemed amply sufficient to| mentous interest. 
cover all bad debts during the corning year, the amount| _ I beg leave to transmit you a communication from the 
of 120,000 dollars has been transferred to the sinking| Secretary of State of the United States, (marked A,) 
fund, which is equivalent to a dividend of 8 per cent. on| enclosing a statement of the apportionment of the repre- 
the entire capital and sinking fund placed at its disposal.| sentation of the several States under the fifth census. 
Permit me, however, to renew my recommendation that| The expediency of your acting on this topic is so obvious, 
your patriotic solicitude be invoked, and your vigilant} as to supersede the necessity of making any recommen 
superintendence be exercised, over an institution so yi-} dation on the subject. 
tally connected with the public credit of our State. AG likewise transmit resolutions (marked B and C) from 

You will discover, by the report of the Comptroller, | the Legislature of Indiana, ‘‘ relative to the officers and 
that the loan hitherto authorized, of 100,000 dollars, to the| soldiers who bore arms in the revolution, and who are not 
South Carolina Railroad Company, has been accepted by, | entitled to pensions under any existing law,” and one in 
and paid to that corporation, on the conditions incident to| regard ‘‘ to a more perfect organization of the militia.” 
its appropriation. 1am happy to be able, from authentic A resolution (marked D) from the House of Delegates 
sources of information, to announce that this interesting| of Maryland, is also hereby transmitted. 
enterprise is progressing with vigor and success, and that The laws and maps of several of the States, which I 
its present operations already reveal the gratifying proba-| have received in the course of the present year, shall be 
bility that the auspicious hopes of its great and diversified| deposited, with all convenient despatch, in the legisla- 
usefulness, which were cherished at its commencement, | tive library. ‘ 
will, in the end, be abundantly realized. For a work) Immediately after your recent adjournment, at the 
which is destined, by diminishing the cost of transporta-| end of the last month, a brig, called the Amelia, bound 
tion, to add so much to the value of our products, and to| from New York to New Orleans, was wrecked on Folly 
increase our convenience and enjoyments, whilst it aug-| island, about fifteen miles distant from Charleston, hav- 
ments our physical resources and our domestic security, ing on board a crew and passengers, amounting, in all, to 
I scarcely deem it necessary to ask your fostering pa-) upward of one hundred souls. On the unhappy sufferers 
tronage. ; |reaching the shore, it was discovered that malignant 

No circumstance has occurred to diminish our well, cholera had, some days previously, broken out among 
founded confidence in the usefulness of the South Caro-| them, and was then extending its ravages, with alarming 
lina college, which is going on with regularity and suc-! mortality, among the survivors. On my arrival in the 
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city, the Intendant communicated to me these facts. Be- 
ing compelled to leave Charleston immediately, I request- 
ed the city authorities to continue to enforce the quaran- 
tine laws in relation to this case, and stated to them that 
I felt assured you would indemnify the city for the ex- 
penses which might be incurred in protecting the health 
of the whole State from this dreadful epidemic. 

A military guard was authorized, and stationed at Folly 
island, to prevent all intercourse between the crew and 
passengers of the brig and the citizens of our State; and 
I am gratified to be able tostate, that, by the decision and 
judicious measures of the Intendant and Council, and the 
skill and intrepidity of the attending physicians, the infec- 
tion was arrested, and confined to the island. 

As the city authorities acted in fact as the agents of the 
State, I earnestly recommend that the amounts expended 
by the city of Charleston om this occasion be refunded; 
more especially as I cannot but think that, but for the 
promptitude and energy of its public authorities, the pes- 
tilence would now be desolating a portion of our State. 

It is, moreover, gratifying to us to know that the un- 
fortunate sufferers were treated with a kindness and li- 
berality in every respect comporting with the benevolence 
and hospitality of our people. 

During the interval between your last adjournment and 
the period of your present meeting, a convention of the 
people of the State of South Carolina, called, under the 
high sanctions of the constitution of the State, and by 
your authority, ‘*to take into consideration the several 
acts of the Congress of the United States, imposing du- 
ties on foreign imports for the protection of domestic manu- 
factures, or for other unauthorized objects; todetermine on 


the character thereof, and to devise the means of redress; | 


and further, in like manner, to take into consideration such 
acts of the said Congress laying duties on imports, as may 
be passed in amendment of, or substitution for, the act or 
acts aforesaid; and also all other laws and acts of the Go- 
vernment of the United States which shall be passed or 
done for the purpose of more effectually executing and 
enforcing the same,” has assembled, deliberated, decided, 
and adjourned. In obedience to the injunctions of this 
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and all judicial proceedings which shall be hereafter had in 
affirmance thereof, areand shall be held utterly null and 
void. 

The convention has, moreover, declared that the acts 
to enforce this ordinance shall go into effect on the Ist of 
February next; that in no case of law or equity shall their 
authority be called in question; that no appeal shall be 
allowed or taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, nor shall any copy of the record be permitted or 
allowed; that all persons now holding any office of honor, 
profit, or trust, under this State, (members of the Legis- 
lature excepted, ) shall take an oath welland truly to obey, 
execute, and enforce this ordinance; and it concludes 
with a solemn declaration that ‘the people of South 
Carolina, to the end that it may be fully understood by 
the Government of the United States, and the people of 
the co-States, that we are determined to maintain this our 
ordinance and declaration at every hazard, do further de- 
clare that we will not submit to the application of force, 
on the part of the Federal Government, to reduce this 
State to obedience; but that we will consider the passage, 
by Congress, of any act authorizing the employment of a 
military or naval force against the State of South Carolina, 
her constituted authorities, or citizens; or any act abol- 
ishing or closing the ports of this State, or any of them, 
or otherwise obstructing the free ingress and egress of ves- 
sels to and from the said ports; or any other act on the 
part of the Federal Government to coerce the State, shut 
up ber ports, destroy or harass her commerce, or to en- 
|force the acts hereby declared to be null and void, other- 
wise than through the civil tribunals of the country, as 
inconsistent with the longer continuance of South Caro- 
\lina in the Union; and that the people of this State will 
henceforth hold themselves absolved from all further ob- 
|ligation to maintain or preserve their political connexion 
|with the people of the other States, and will forthwith 
proceed to organize a separate Government, and do all 
other acts and things which sovereign and independent 
| States may of right do.” 

It is, moreover, made your duty to adopt such measures, 
‘and pass such acts as may be necessary to give full effect 


high and sovereign assembly, I send you the result of their} to the ordinance, and to prevent the enforcement and ar- 
proceedings in relation ,to several of the premises, by|rest the operation of the acts of Congress thus nullified. 
which you will perceive that your action and co-operation | This ordinance has thus become a part of the fundamental 





are required and demanded. 

I now beg leave to make special reference to the do- 
cuments, in the series in which they may be respectively 
classified. The paper, marked E, is a report of a commit- 
tee, to whom was referred the act ‘‘to provide for the 
calling of a convention, with instructions to consider and 
report thereon, and especially as to the measures proper 
to be adopted by the convention in reference to the vio- 
lations of the constitution of the United States, in the en- 
actment by Congress, on divers occasions, of laws laying 
duties and imposts for the purpose of encouraging and 
protecting domestic manufactures, and for other unwar- 
rantable purposes.” 

This report comprises a view of the rise, progress, un- 
constitutionality, and oppressiveness of the tariff laws, 
and concludes with submitting an ordinance (marked F,) 
entitled ‘* An ordinance to nullify certain acts of the Con- 
gress of the United States, purporting to be laws laying 
duties and imposts on the importation of foreign commo- 
dities.” 

The acts thus nullified are the acts passed by Congress 
on the 19th May, 1828, and the act passed on the 14th 
July, 1832. It is there declared that they are unauthor- 
ized by the constitution of the United States; that they 


violate the true meaning and intent thereof, and are null 


and void, and not law, nor binding on this State, its offi- 
cers, or citizens; and all promises, contracts, and obliga- 
tions, made or entered into, or to be made or entered into, 


{law of South Carolina, and it, together with a report and 
|an address to the people of South Carolina, (marked G,) 
jand an address to the people of the co-States, (marked 
|H,) setting forth the motives, the scope and objects of 
these acts and doings, were likewise adopted by the con- 
ivention, and the Executive of the State was directed to 
|transmit copies of the same to the President of the Unit- 
led States, to be laid before Congress, and to the Gover- 
nors of the several States, to be laid before their respective 
Legislatures; a duty which shall be discharged with as 
much despatch as is compatible witha proper preparation 
of the papers in question. 

Fellow-citizens, the die has been at last cast, and South 
Carolina has at length appealed to her ulterior sovereignty 
as a member of this confederacy, and planted herself up- 
on her reserved rights. The rightful exercise of this 
power is not a question which we will any longer argue. 
jit is sufficient that she has willed it, and that the act is 
done; nor is its strict compatibility with our constitutional 
obligations to all laws passed by the General Government, 
|within the authorized grants of power, to be drawn in 
question when this interposition is exerted in a case in 
which the compact has been palpably, deliberately, and 
idangerously violated. That it brings up a conjuncture of 


deep and momentous interest, is neither to be concealed 
nor denied. 





| The crisis first presents a class of duties which is refer- 
able to yourselves. 


You have been commanded by the 


with purpose to secure the duties imposed by the said acts, | people, in their highest sovereignty, to take care that, 
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within the limits of this State, their will shall be obeyed. 
They have armed you with the requisite authority, and on 
the wisdom, firmness, and forecast with which you dis- 
charge these duties, will depend the tranquillity, peace, 
liberty, and happiness of our beloved State. Obedience 
to necessary laws, flowing from a legitimate source of 
public right, is the best security to social order and civil 
freedom. To leave this obedience to the voluntary sug- 
gestions of public duty or private conscience, or to feeble 
and defective enactments, in the end leads to extreme ri- 
gor, or it brings all just authority into derision and con- 
tempt. The measure of legislation which you have to 
employ at this crisis, is the precise amount of such enact- 
ments as may be necessary to render it utterly impossible 
to collect, within our limits, the duties imposed by the 
protective tariffs thus nullified. That you will resort to 
such civil and penal provisions as will accomplish this pur- 
pose, without unnecessary rigor on the one hand, or a 
weak and mistaken leniency on the other, I feel so well 
assured that I shall refrain from entering into a detail of 
suggestions on asubject on which you are so much better 
advised than myself. That you should arm every citizen 
with a civil process, by which he may claim, if he pleases, 
a restitution of his goods seized under the existing impost, 
on his giving security to abide the issue of a suit at law, 
and at the same time to define what shall constitute trea- 
son against the State, and, by a bill of pains and penalties, 
compel obedience, and punish disobedience to your own 
laws, are points too obvious to require any discussion. In 
one word, you must survey the whole ground. You must 
look to and provide for all possible contingencies. In 
your own limits, your own courts of judicature must not 
only be supreme, but you must look to the ultimate issue 
of any conflict of jurisdiction and power between them 
and the courts of the United States. 

There is one contingency in particular, for which you 


ought to provide, and that is, in case the collectors of the 
customs in any of the ports of the State, under the in- 
structions of the General Government, should refuse to 


grant clearances to vessels outward bound, that no injury 


should accrue to our trade, or to those who may be car- 
rying on friendly commercial intercourse with us, the 
Governor should, under such circumstances, be authoriz- 
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therefore, recommend that our militia system, and its 
laws, undergo a thorough revision. That the Executive 
be authorized to accept, for the defence of Charleston 
and its dependencies, the services of two thousand volun- 
teers, either by companies or files, as they may volunteer, 
and that they be formed into four battalions of infantry, 
with one flank company of riflemen attached to each bat- 
talion; one squadron of cavalry; and two battalions, one 
of field, and the other of heavy artillery: that these corps 
be — in a legionary brigade, and that the Execu- 
tive, from the precincts in which these volunteers are or- 
ganized, select the officers of the appropriate rank ‘for 
the several commands. I suggest the expediency of this 
brigade being armed and equipped from the public arse- 
nals completely for the field, and that appropriations may 
be made for supplying all deficiencies in our munitions of 
war. 

in addition to these volunteer draughts, I deem it safe to 
recommend that the Executive be authorized also to ac- 
cept of the services of ten thousand volunteers from the 
other division of the State, to be organized and arranged 
in regiments and brigades, and the officers to be selected 
by the commander-.in-chief, and that this whole force be 
called the State Guard. 

That portion of the claims upon the General Govern- 
ment, which was payable in arms, amounting, in value, te 
forty-one thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars 
and eighty cents, I have received in arms of various de- 
scriptions, but still some appropriations will be necessary 
to augment our supplies. Provision should likewise be 
made for mounting some of our heavy pieces of ordnance, 
and a fixed and annual appropriation made for the artil- 
lery in Charleston, and in other parts of the State, accord- 
ing to their relative expense. I have ordered the quar- 
termaster general, whose report will be presented to you, 
and the arsenal keeper at Charleston, the latter an expe- 
rienced officer of artillery, to repair to this place, to 
attend in consultation the committees of your respective 
bodies in reference to the condition of their several de- 
partments. 

I would, moreover, recommend that the President be 
|requested to remove the United States troops, now in 
| earrison in the State citadel in Charlestun, which they 








ed to grant instantly certificates of clearance under the | now occupy, at the conjoint instance and request of the 


seal of the State. 


| State and city authorities, as the accommodations of that 


An enlightened forecast will not, however, permit you| post are much wanted for our own arms and munitions. 
to stop here—remember that ours is emphatically a coun-|I would moreover suggest, that, after the citadel is thus 


try paying an habitual reverence to the laws. 


As little|returned tothe State, and the public stores belonging to 
must be left to the discretion of the Executive as possible. 


the State are deposited there, the magazine guard be re- 


Every conjuncture must be anticipated by your own en-| moved from the Neck to garrison this post, and that a 


actments. 


daily guard be detached from it to the magazine, and that 


From these legislative provisions, let me now pass to/the guard be augmented to sixty men, and that the ap- 
the consideration of consequences, [ trust, of a remote | pointment of its officers, and general disposition and or- 


and improbable occurrence. 


We claim that our remedy is essentially of a pacific 


character. 


When we sect up this claim, all we mean to| 


ganization, be under the orders and authority of the 
commander-in-chief. 
I should consider myself, gentlemen, as recreant to my 





say is, that of right it ought to be, and, as far as we are|trust, if | did not recommend to you these provisions, or 


concerned, it shall be so. 


To the peaceful redress af-|the adoption of those of much wiser import that may 































































































































































































































































































forded by our courts, in the restitution which they decree, | suggest themselves to you, and which may be necessary 
and to the ultimate arbitrament of our sister States, in ajto the public safety and public honor, however improba- 
general convention assembled, on the disputed powers, | ble the contingency of their ever being required. It is 
we look with confidence to the adjustment of this painful| not enough that a people may be right in the struggle 
controversy. But the final issue may be adverse to this|for their privileges and liberties, but they must have the 
hope. 7 means of securing their safety by ample resources for re- 
Threats of coercion we know were once, in relation to| pelling foree by force. 

the probable measures of this State, officially promulged, I cannot, however, but think, that, on a calm and dis- 
and public rumor, to which it is not safe for those in} passionate review by Congress, and the functionaries of 
charge of the public authorities to be absolutely deaf, has| the General Government, of the true merits of this con- 
not diminished the conviction that these dispositions may | troversy, the arbitration, by a call of a convention of all 
probably be yet entertained. Nor ought we, in a strug-|the States, which we sincerely and anxiously seek and 
gle like this, to rely entirely on the confidence that power | desire, will be accorded to us. 

will not be used, because right may be violated. To resort to force, is at once to prefer a dissolution of 
We must be prepared for this alternative. I would, ithe Union to its preservation. South Carolina has de- 
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clared that she admits of no arbiters but her co-States, adoption. I here publicly declare, and wish it to be dis. 


assembled with her in their sovereign capacity. ‘To deny | 
to her this reference, is to admit that our league has no 
conservative principle short of an appeal to the sword. 
To suppose, when one of the most prominent of our ob- 
jections to the protective system is its unconstitutionality, 
that this, and the other vexatious and conflicting ques- 
tions of constructive power which now convulse the 
whole country are not susceptible of compromise or ad- 
justment in an assembly of equivalent authority to that 
which formed the constitution, is to affirm that the spirit 
of amity and justice, without which the Union would be 
a revolting and compulsory league, is utterly extinct. 

But be this as it may, whatever may be the issues of this 
unhappy controversy, relying on the intelligence and 
spirit of a free and gallant people, and the imperishable 
truth and sacred character of our rights, let us advance 
with an unfaltering heart and a steady step to the per- 
formance of our duty to our country. On your delibe- 
rations I fervently invoke the blessings of Almighty 
God. 

JAMES HAMILTON, Jr. 
Cotumaia, S. C. November 17, 1832. 


No. 6. 


GOVERNOR HAYNE’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


Fellow-Citizens of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives: 


Lappear before you, in obedience to your commands, 
to enter upon the duties you have assigned me. The 
chief magistracy of South Carolina, at all times an office 
of high dignity and trust, has now assumed an importance 
which might well induce the most highly gifted among 
us to hesitate in taking upon himself the fearful responsi- 
bility which belongs to it. Putting out of view the consi- 
derations which would have induced me, at any time, to 


of my abilities to discharge, in a satisfactory manner, the 
yarious and trying duties which must, at this momentous 
crisis, devolve on the Executive, would have deterred me 
from making the attempt, but for the conviction that eve-| 
ry man now owes a duty to his country, which he is bound, 
at every sacrifice, to perform. Deeply sensible of the 
high honor conferred upon me in being selected to pre- 
side over the destinies of the State at this interesting pe- 
riod, and feeling myself bound to defer to your judgment, 
Iam constrained to yield an implicit obedience to the 
public will, officially made known to me through you. 

In taking this step, I am fully aware of the difficulties} 
which are before me. In aperiod of intense excitement, 
threatened with dangers from without, and embarrassed 
by unhappy divisions at home, it belongs not to any 
wisdom or virtue, merely human, to reconcile conflicting 
opinions, harmonize discordant views, and meet the ex- 
pectations of the public. Emergencies will probably 
arise, concerning which opinions will be so divided, that, 
act as he may, your chief magistrate will have to encoun- 
ter the severest censure and reproach. Nevertheless, I 
will not shrink from the task you have assigned me, but, 
relying with confidence on your cordial support, and on 
the wisdom and virtue, courage and patriotism, of the 
people, I will walk steadily forward in the path of duty, 
indulging the hope that our united efforts for the promo- 
tion of the welfare, honor, and safety of the State, may 
be crowned with success. 

In the great struggle in which we are engaged for the} 
preservation of our rights and liberties, it is my fixed de-| 
termination to assert and uphold the sovereign authority 
of the State, and to enforce, by all the means that may 
be entrusted to my hands, her sovereign will. I recog-| 
nise no allegiance as paramount to that which the citizens 
of South Carolina owe to the State of their birth or their 





| 
desire to be excused from this service—a sincere distrust 
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tinctly understood, that I shall hold myself bound, by the 
highest of all obligations, to carry into full effect, not only 
the ordinance of the convention, but every act of the 
Legislature, and every judgment of our own courts, the 
enforcement of which may devolve on the Executive. | 
claim no right to revise their acts. It will be my duty to 
execute them; and that duty I mean, to the utmost of my 
power, faithfully to perform. 

In the administration of the ordinary duties of my of. 
fice, it shall be my constant aim, and earnest endeavor, to 
reconcile discordant opinions—to allay party animosities 
--and, as far as may be practicable, to bring all the citi- 
zens of Carolina to regard each other as brethren of one 
family. In the administration of our criminal code, I am 
firmly resolved to ** execute justice;”’ but I shall endea. 
vor to do so in the spirit of the constitution, which in- 
structs me that this shall be done ‘*in mercy.” I should 
despise myself, and feel that I was utterly unworthy of 
public confidence, if I were not unalterably determined 
to perform this most painful part of my public duty with- 
out ‘fear, favor, or affection.”” The pure stream of 
public justice shall not be contaminated by personal fec!- 
ing’s or party animosities. : 

And now, fellow-citizens, having thus frankly laid down 
the principles by which I intend to be governed in the 
administration of the affairs of the State, let us look for- 
ward to the prospect before us, in order that we may be 
prepared to meet the crisis as becomes men, firmly re- 
solved to do our duty in every emergency. South Caro- 
lina, after ten years of unavailing petitions and remon- 
strances against a system of measures on the part of the 
Federal Government, which, in common with the other 
Southern States, she has repeatedly declared to be found- 
ed in usurpation, utterly subversive of the rights, and fa- 
tal to the prosperity ofher people, has, in the face of the 
world, put herself upon her sovereignty, and made the 
solemn declaration that this system shall no longer be en- 
forced within her limits. All hope of a redress of this 
grievance from a returning sense of justice on the part 
of our oppressors, or from any probable change in the 
policy of the Government, having fled, nothing was left 
for South Carolina but to throw herself upon her reserv- 
ed rights, or to remain forever in a condition of ‘colonial 
vassalage.”? She has therefore resolved to stand upon her 
rights; and itis for her sister Statesnow to determine what 
is to be done in this emergency. She has announced to 
them her anxious desire that this controversy shall be 
amicably adjusted, either by a satisfactory modification of 
the tariff, or by a reference of the whole subject toa con 
vention of all the States. Should neither of these rea- 
sonable propositions be acceded to, then she will feel 
herself justified before God and man, in firmly maintain- 
ing the position she has assumed, until some other mode 
can be devised for the removal of the difficulty. South 
Carolina is anxiously desirous of living at peace with her 
brethren; she has not the remotest wish to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected her with the great 
American family of confederated States. With Thomas 
Jefferson, ‘‘ she would regard the dissolution of our Union 
with them as one of the greatest of evils—but not the 
greatest: there is one greater—submission to a Govern- 
ment without limitation of powers;” and such a Govern- 
ment, she conscientiously believes, will be our portion, 
should the system against which she is now struggling, be 
finally established as the settled policy of the country. 

South Carolina is solicitous to preserve the constitution 
as our fathers framed it—according to its true spirit, in- 
tent, and meaning; but she is inflexibly determined never 
to surrender her reserved rights, nor to suffer the consti- 
tutional compact to be converted into an instrument for 
the oppression of her citizens. 

She cannot bring herself to believe that, standing as she 
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does on the basis of the constitution, and the immutable | from violation, and to restore the liberties of his coun- 
principles of truth and justice, any attempt will be made by | try!”” 
her confederate States, and, least of all, by the Government Fellow-citizens, this is ‘our own, our native land;’’ 
which they have created for special purposes, to reduce |is the soil of Carolina, which has been enriched by tie 
her to subjection by military force. A confederacy of| precious blood of our ancestors, shed in defence of those 
sovereign States, formed by the free consent of all, can- | rights and liberties which we are bound by every tie, di- 
not possibly be held together by any other tie than mu-| | vine and human, to transmit unimpaired to our posterity. 
tual sympathies and common interest. The unhallowed |It is here that we have been cherished in youth and sus- 
attempt to cement the Union with the blood of our citi. | tained in manhood by the generous confidence of our 
zens, (which, if successful, would reduce the free and| fellow-citizens; here repose the honored bones of our fa- 
sovereign States of this confederacy to mere dependent |thers; here the eyes of our children first beheld the light; 
provinces, ) South Carolina has solemnly declared would |and here, when our earthly pilgrimage is over, we hope 
be regarded by her as absolving her ‘“<from all further |to sink to rest on the bosom of our common mother. 
obligation to maintain or preserve her political connexion | Bound to our country by such sacred and endearing ties, 
with the people of the other States.” The spirit of our free |let others desert her if they can; let them revile her if 
very temper of the age, would seem to they will; let them give aid and countenance to her en- 
forbid the thought of an appeal to force for the settle-|emies if they may; but for us, we will stand or fall with 
ment of a constitutional controversy. If, however, we | Carolina. 
should be deceived in this reasonable expectation, South | God grant that the wisdom of your counsels, sustained 
Carolina, so far as her means extend, stands prepared to| by the courage and patriotism of our people, may crown 
meet danger, and repel invasion, come from what quarter | our efforts for the preservation of our liberties with tri- 
itmay. She has warned her brethren of the inevits able | umphant success. But if, in the inscrutable purposes of 
consequences of an appeal to arms; and if she should be |an all-wise Providence, it should be otherwise decreed, 
driven, in defence of her dearest rights, to resist aggres-|let us be prepared to do our duty in every emergency. 
sion, let it be remembered that the innocent blood w hich | Ifassailed by violence from abroad, and deserted by 
may be shed in such a contest, will, in the great day of | those to whom she has a right to look for support, our 
account, be required of those whe shall persevere in the | beloved State is to be ‘*humbled in dust and ashes” be- 
unhallowed attempt to exercise an ‘* unwarrantable juris- | | fore the footstool of the oppressor, we shall not rejoice in 
diction over us.”’ }her humiliation, nor join in the exultation of her enemies, 

If such, fellow-citizens, should be our lot; if the sacred|but, in adversity as in prosperity, in weal and in wo, 
soil of Carolina should be polluted by the footsteps of an|‘‘ through good report and evil report,” we will go for 
inv aier, or be stained with the blood of her citizens, shed |C arolina. 

in her defence, [ trust in Almighty God that no son of} And now, fellow-citizens, offering up my most fervent 
hers, native or adopted, who has been nourished at her] prayers to Him in whose hands are the destinies of na- 
bosom, or been cherished by her bounty, will be found} tions, that he will prosper all your measures, and have 
raising a parricid: al arm against our common mother. jour whole country ‘‘in his holy keeping,’ I am ready, in 
And even should she stand alone in this great struggle for ithe solemn form prescribed by the constitution, to dedi- 

constitutional liberty, encompassed by her enemies, that |date myself to the service of the State. 
hats will not be found in the wide limits of the State] December 13, 1852. 
one recreant son who will not fly to the and be 
ready to lay down his life in her defence. 

South Carolina cannot be drawn down from the proud 


rescue, 
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eminence on which she has now placed herself, except by \* 


the hands of her own children. 
and she asks no more. 
lory enough to have 
form. And if, after making these efforts due to her 
own honor, and the greatness of the 
edt itterly to fail, the bitter fruits of that failure 
rself alone, but to the entire South, nay, 
lion, will attest her virtue. Ti 


ithe r 


Give her but a fair field, | 
Should she succeed, 
led the way in the 


to the whole 
e speedy est wear 
uins of the rights of the States, and the liberties 
ie people, of a great consolidated Serius nt, **rid- 
ng and ruling over the plundered ploughman and beg- 
gared yeomanry” of our once happy land; our glorious 
confi deracy broken into scattered and dishonored frag- 
ments; the light of liberty extinguished, never, perhaps, 
tobe relumed; these—these will be the melancholy me- 
rials of that wisdom which saw the danger while yet at | 
adistance, and of that patriotism which struggled glo- 
riously to avert it; memoriils over which repentant though 
navailing tears will assuredly be shed by those who will 
discover, when too late, that rt have suffered the last 
occasion to pass away when the liberties of the country 
might have been redeemed, and the Union established 
upon a oe ition as enduring as the everlasting rocks. 
We may not live to witness these things. 
us it may not be allotted to survive the republic. But, if 
ae vy true to our duty, our nple will that 
Lrich legacy to our idren—and. wt 
us would desire reward than to have it in- 
9ed upon big tomb, ** here lies the man who sacrificed |t 
himself in a 
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To some of | Le; 


In act to carry wnto fect » in part, an ordinance to nullify 
certain acts of the Congress of the United States, pur- 
porti ng to be laws laying duties on the impor tation of fo- 
reign commodities, passed in convention of this State, at 

Columbia, on the twenty-fourth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
two. 


Whereas, by the said ordinance, it is declared and or- 
|dained that the several acts and parts of acts of the Con- 
leress of the United States, purporting to be laws for the 
limposing of duties and imposts on the importation of fo- 
lreign commodities, and now having actual operation and 
leffect within the United States, and, more especially, an 
act entitled an act in alteration of the several acts impos- 
ing duties on imports, approved on the nineteenth day of 

| May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight; and, 

also, an act entitled an act to alter and amend the seve- 
ral acts imposing duties on imports, approved on the four- 
teenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty-two, are unauthorized by the constitution of the United 
States, and violate the true meaning and intent thereof, 
land are null, void, and no law, nor binding upon this State, 
lits officers, or citizens: And whereas, also, by the said 
lordinance, it is ordained that it shall be the duty of the 
gislature to adopt such measures, and pass such acts 
as may be necessary to give full effect to th: it ordinance, 
and to prevent the enforcement and arrest the operation 
of the said acts ' parts of acts of the Congress of the 
ae Stutes, within the limits of this State, from and af- 
the first day of February next therefore, to car. 


Now, 


noble effort to rescue the constitution rv into effect, in part, the ‘said ordinance, 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
now met, and sitting in General Assenbly, and by the au- 
thority of the same, That, from and after the first day of 
February next, if any goods, wares, or merchandise shall 
be seized or detained, under pretence of securing the du- 
ties imposed by any of the said several acts or parts of 
acts of the Congress of the United States, so annulled by 
the ordinance as aforesaid, or for the non-payment of any 
such duties, or under any process, order, or decree, mesne 
or final, or other pretext, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the said ordinance, the person or persons to 
whom the said goods, wares, or merchandise are consign- 
ed, or who may be lawfully entitled to the possession of 
the same, may, upon making affidavit of such seizure or 
detention, proceed to recover possession thereof, and da- 
mages, by an act of replevin; and the proceedings there- 
in shall be as in other cases of replevin, according to the 
laws and usages of this State, except as modified or alter- 
ed by this act; or such person or persons may proceed in 
any other manner authorized by law in cases of unlawful 
seizure or detention of personal property. 

Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That, before the sheriff 
shall deliver the said goods to the plaintiff in replevin, it 
shall be his duty to take from the said plaintiff 2 bond, 
with good and sufficient security, in the penal sum of the 
full value of the said goods, with the condition that he will 
prosecute the said suit with effect, and will well and truly 
abide and fulfil the final judgment and determination of 
the court therein. 

Src. 3. Be it further enacted, That, in case of refusal 
to deliver the said goods, or of removal of the same in any 
way, so that the writ of replevin cannot be executed, on 
the return of the sheriff to that effect, and an affidavit 
made before any justice of the quorum that the said goods 
had been seized and detained, and of the refusal to de- 
liver the same, or that the same had been removed as 
aforesaid, and of the value thereof, the plaintiff in reple- 
vin may sue outa writ, in the nature of a capias in wither- 
nam, authorizing and requiring the sheriff of any of the 
districts of this State to distrain the personal estate of the 
person or persons refusing to deliver the said goods, or 
removing the same, so that the said process cannot be ex- 
ecuted; and the sheriff shall, thereupon, seize and take 
into his possession any personal estate of the defendant or 
defendants to the amount of double the value so sworn as 
aforesaid, and hold the same at the proper expense of the 
owner or owners thereof, until the said goods are produc- 
ed and delivered to the said sheriff: Provided, That no- 
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such action be brought within one year from the time of 
said payment. 

Sc. 6. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That, if any person shall be arrested or imprisoned by vir- 
tue of any order or execution for the enforcement or sa. 
tisfaction of any judgment or decree obtained in any fed. 
eral court for duties claimed under the acts of Congress 
so annulled as aforesaid, or upon any other proceeding, 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of the said ordi- 
nance, he shall be entitled to all the benefits and privi- 
leges secured to the citizen in case of unlawful arrest oy 
imprisonment, by the statute made of force in this State, 
commonly called the habeas corpus act, and he may also 
maintain an action for such unlawful arrest or imprison- 
ment. 

Src. 7. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That, if any real or personal estate of any person shall be 
seized or levied on, or sold by virtue of any fiert facias, or 
other process, for the enforcement or satisfaction of any 
judgment or decree obtained in any federal court for du- 
ties claimed under the acts of Congress so annulled as 
aforesaid, such seizure, levy, or sale shall be held and re- 
garded in the courts of this State as illegal, and such sale 
shall in no wise divest, or in any manner impair the title 
of the defendant in such suit or action to the property 
thus sold. 

Src. 8. Be it further enacted, That if any clerk, commis. 
sioner, master, or register, shall furnish a record, or a copy 
ofa record, in his office, of any case in law or equity, where- 
in is drawn in question the authority of said ordinance, or 
the validity of the acts of the Legislature passed to give 
effect thereto, or the validity of the said acts of Congress, 
or permit or allow any such record, or copy of such record, 
to be taken for any purpose, he shall be guilty of a misde 
meanor, and, upon conviction thereof, be punished by fine 
not exceeding one thousand, nor less than one hundred 
dollars, and by imprisonment not exceeding one year, nor 
less than one month. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That, if any person shall 
disobey, obstruct, or resist any process granted or allow 
ed by this act, or shall eloign, secrete, or wilfully remove 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, or do any other act, 
so as to prevent the same from being replevied according 
to the provisions of the first section of this act, such per- 
son, his aiders and abettors, shall be guilty of a misd« 
meanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished 
by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, nor less than 
one thousand dollars, and be imprisoned for a term not 


thing in either clause contained shall be in any manner| exceeding two years, nor less than six months, besides 


construed to deprive the sheriff of any right and power| being liable to indictment or other proceeding allowed 


which he now has by law in the execution of the writ of 
replevin. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That if, after the delive 
ry of the said goods by the sheriff to the plaintiff in re- 
plevin, any attempt should be made to recapture or to 
seize the same, or the same should be actually recaptur- 
ed or seized under pretence of securing the duties impos- 
ed by any of the several acts of Congress aforesaid, or for 
the non-payment of any such duties, or under any pro- 
cess, order, or decree, or other pretext, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of the ordinance aforesaid, it 
shall be the duty of the sheriff, on affidavit made to that 
effect, to prevent such capture or seizure, or to redeliver 
the goods to the plaintiff in replevin, as the case may be; 
and the sheriff shall have the same power and authority 
for that purpose as he had in the original execution of the 
writ of replevin. 

Sec. 5. Beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That, if any person shall pay any of the duties imposed by 
either of the acts of Congress aforesaid, the person so 
paying may recover back the same, together with the 
interest thereon, in an action for money had and received, 
in any court of competent jurisdiction: Provided, That 


1 


law for any other offence involved in the commission 


!said misdemeanor. 


| 


Src. 10. Be it further enacted, That, should any | 
son, after the delivery of any goods by the sheriff to the 
plaintiff in replevin, as herein provided, recapture 
seize, or attempt to recapture or seize, the same, under 
pretence of securing the duties imposed by any of the se- 
veral acts of Congress aforesaid, or for the non-payment 
of any such duties, or under any process, order, or de- 
cree, or other pretext, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the ordinance aforesaid, such person, his aid 
ers or abettors, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine 
not exceeding ten thousand, nor less than three thousand 
dollars, and imprisoned for a term not exceeding two 
years, nor less than one year, besides being liable to in- 
dictment or other proceeding allowed by law for any 
other offence involved in the commission of said tmisde- 
meanor. 

Src. 11. And be it further enacied, That, if any of the 
keepers of the public jails in this State shall receive and 
detain any person arrested or committed by virtue of any 
order, process, or other judicial proceedings made, had, 
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or issued, to enforce the payment or collection of any of| Sxc. 3. Each company of infantry called into the ser- 
the duties imposed by, or claimed under the said acts of} vice shall consist of sixty privates, four sergeants, and four 
Congress, annulled by the ordinance aforesaid, or on any | corporals; to be officered by one captain, one first and 
other proceedings contrary to the true intent and mean-| second lieutenant, and one ensign; and each company of 
ing of the said ordinance, such keeper shall be guilty of} light infantry or riflemen shall consist of not less than 
a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be im-| forty privates, and the requisite number of non-commis- 
prisoned for a term not exceeding one year, nor less than} sioned and commissioned officers. Each company to 
one month, and fined ina sum not exceeding one thou-| choose its own officers 
sand dollars, nor less than one hundred dollars, and shall} Sxc. 4. Each regiment of infantry called into service as 
also be liable to the person aggrieved in an action of} aforesaid, shall consist of eight companies of infantry and 
trespass. | two companies of light infantry, or riflemen, to be com- 
Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any person| manded by one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, and one 
or persons shall, knowingly, let, or hire, or use, or per-| major, to be selected, by the commander in chief, from 
mit to be used, any place, house, or building, to serve as| amongst the officers of their respective grades in commis- 
a jail, for the detention or confinement of any person ar-| sion at the time, in the brigade or division out of which 
rested or committed by virtue of any order, process, or such regiment shall be raised; and each colonel command- 
other judicial proceedings, made, had, or issued, to en-| ing a regiment of volunteers or militia, shall appoint his 
force the payment or collection of any duties imposed by| regimental staff, subject to the approval of the brigadier 
the said acts of Congress annulled by the ordinance afore-| general. 
said, Or upon any other proceedings contrary to the true} Sec.5. That the Governor be authorized, out of the 
intent and meaning of the said ordinance, he or they shall] several brigades or divisions of the State, to permit volun- 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, | teer companies, troops, battalions, squadrons, and regi- 
shall be imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year,| ments of infantry, artillery, cavalry, light infantry, and 
nor less than one month, and fined in a sum not exceed riflemen to be raised, and he is hereby authorized to ac- 
ing one thousand dollars, nor less than one hundred| cept the services of volunteers, whether by files, compa- 


dollars. nies, or otherwise; and it shall be his duty, whenever, in 
Sec. 13. Beit further enacted, That no indictment un-| his opinion, the public interest shall require it, to cause 
der this act shall be subject to traverse. } such volunteers to be organized into companies, troops, 


Src. 14. Be it further enacted, That the fines collected) battalions, squadrons, or regiments, as the case may be, 
under this act shall be paid into the public treasury. }and he may form the same into brigades and divisions; 
Sec. 15. Beit further enacted, That, on the trial of any| provided no troop or company shall consist of less than 
suit or action in which shall be in question the ordinance| forty or more than one hundred rank and file, with the 
aforesaid, or this act, the same may be given in evidence} proper complement of non-commissioned and commis- 
without being specially pleaded. | sioned officers required by law; the field and general offi- 
Src. 16. Be wt further enacted, That this act shall com-| cers to be selected by the Governor, from amongst the 
mence and be of force from and after the first of Febru-| officers of their respective grades in the brigade or divi- 
ary next. | sion out of which such regiment or brigade shall be rais- 
|ed; and where any officer already in commission shall 
| accept a command in any such volunteer corps, he may 
| retain both commissions, and, at the end of his term of 
, ee ae tom nf dhe Sy,| Service as a volunteer, shall be at liberty to resume his 
4 bill to provide for of South ee ern of the Stat |rank and command, provided that every volunteer com- 
| pany, troop, battalion, squadron, or regiment, which shall 
Be it enacted by the honorable the Senate and House of | offer its services as a whole, shall be so received, and per- 
Representatives, now met and sitting in General Assembly, \ mitted to retain its own officers. 
That in case the Government of the United States, or any} Src. 6. The officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
officer thereof, shall, by the employment of naval or mili-| privates, of every volunteer company, troop, battalion, 
tary force, attempt to coerce the State of South Carolina) squadron, or regiment, which may be raised, or whose 
into submission to the acts of Congress, declared and or-| services may be accepted as aforesaid, shall not be called 
dained to be null, void, and no law, in a convention of] upon to do militia duty in any other corps, but shall be 
the people of the State of South Carolina, on the twenty-| liable to perform, in their respective volunteer companies, 
fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord onejall the duties now required, or which may hereafter be 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, to resist the en-| required, of the militia by law; and the officers of such 
forcement of an ordinance adopted by the convention] volunteer corps shall, when acting in conjunction with 
aforesaid, or the laws passed in pursuance thereof, or in| other corps, take rank according to the date of their re- 
case of any armed or forcible resistance thereto, the Go-| spective commissions. 
vernor is hereby authorized and empowered to resist the| Sexe. 7. That the volunteers which shall be raised, or 
same; and, in order to render such resistance effectual, | whose service shall be accepted as aforesaid, or any por- 
he is hereby authorized and empowered to order into| tion thereof, may be called out by the Governor, in any 
service the whole military force of this State, or so much} of the cases above mentioned, or other emergency, in 
thereof as he may, from time to time, deem necessary and} which he is authorized, by law, to call out the militia; and 
proper. P | the term of service of the said volunteers, as well as the 
Sec. 2. In case of any overt act of coercion, or an in-j other militia corps, shall be six months from the day of 
tention on the part of the Government of the United] their being mustered into service, unless sooner discharg- 
States, or any officer thereof, to commit such an act,| ed; and all free white men, between the ages of sixteen 
manifested by an unusual assemblage of naval or military and sixty, may be accepted as volunteers; and all between 
forces in or near the State, or the occurrence of any cir-| the ages of sixteen and fifty shall be liable to be called 
cumstances indicating the probability that armed force is} out as is herein before provided for. 
about to be employed against this State, or in resistance} Sec. 8. Whenever any portion of the volunteers or mi- 
to its laws, the Governor be, and he is hereby, authorized) litia aforesaid shall be required for actual service, they 
to call into the service of this State, from time to time, | shall, in every respect, be subject to the provisions con- 
such portions of militia as may be required to meet the} tained in the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
emergency. eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh sections of the act of 
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the General Assembly, ratified on the 24th day of Sep- 
tember, 1818, entitled ** An act to alter and amend the 
militia laws of this State.” 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Governor | * 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to order out any portion 
of the volunteers and militia of this State for review, in- 
spection, and military instruction, as often as, in his opin- 
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No. 9. 
TEST OATH ACT. 
An act concerning the oath required by the ordinance passe) 


in convention at Columbia, the twenty-fourth day 
November, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. 


Whereas, by the ordinance passed in convention of 


ion, the public service may require, provided that, when | this State, at Columbia, on the twenty-fourth day of No. 


so ordered out, they shall not be kept longer in the field} 


vember, in the year of our Lord one thousand e ight } h 


than twelve hours at any one time; and every officer, non-| dred and thirty-two, it is ordained that all persons ho ( id. 


commissioned officer, and private, shall be liable to the | ing 


same fines and other penalties, for non-attendance, or dis- 
obedience of orders while under arms, as are now imposed 
by law for non-attendance or disobedience of orders at 
regimental musters: the same to be imposed, collected, 
and appropriated, as now provided for by law in relation 
to a musters. 

. 10. The Governor is hereby authorized and em- 
to ead to purchase, for the use of the State, as he may 
judge necessary, from time to time, ten thousand stand of 
small arms, and the necessary accoutrements; the requi- 
site quantity of cannon ball, powder, lead, and other mu- 





any Office of honor, profit, or trust, civil or military 
under ‘this State, (members of the Legislature exc ept i) 
shall, within such time, and in such manner as the Leg 
lature shall prescribe, take an oath well and truly to obey, 
execute, and enforce the said ordinance, and such act 
acts of the Legislature as may be passed in purstiance 
thereof, according to the true intent and meaning of ¢! 
same; and, on the neglect or omission of any such perso 
or persons so to do, his or their office or offices shall 
forthwith vacated, and shall be filled up as if such pers 
or persons were dead, or had resigned; and no pers 
|hereafter elected to any office of honor, profit, or trus 


. har > 2 ~ 
nitions; such ordnance as he may de em advisable, and to] ¢! il or military, (members of the Legislature except 


repair and mount such ordnance now belonging to the 
State as may be worth the expense. The Governor be, | 


ishall, until the Legislature shall otherwise provide and 


direct, enter on the execution of his office, or be in ar 


and he is hereby, authorized to appoint, from time to time, | Téspect competent to discharge the duties thereof, untl 


such assistant staff officers of the grades now established | 


by law, as may be necessary for the purpose of carrying} 


he shall, in hike manner, take a similar oath: 
Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of R: p 


this act into complete effect; and he is also authorized to! sentetwee, and hy the authority of the same, That the form 


appoint additional aids-de-c: AMP, whenever, in his opinion, 
the public service may require it: provided that such ap-| 
pointments shall not continue in force longer than two 
re me the passage of this act. 

Be it further enacted, 


ance of volunteers, and the calling out the militia 
be held and taken to be applicable to all 
rection or invasion, or imminent danger 
cases where the laws of the State shall |} 


» shall 
cases of 


thereof, and in 


too powerful to be suppressed by the power vested inj 
the sheriffs or other civil officers of the State, who may 


be charged with the execution of the said laws; and it is}; 
hereby declared to be the duty of the Governor, in every} 


such case, to call forth such porti ons of the militia and vo- 
lunteers aforesa iid, as may be necessary promptly to sup-} 
press such combinations, and to cause the 
State to be duly executed. 

Src. 12. And if any person or persons whosoever shall | 

be sued, impleaded, molested, or prosecuted, for any 
matter, cause, or thing, done or executed, or caused to 
be done or executed, by virtue of, or in pursuance of this 
may by the comm: inds, or in aid of, or assistance of any 
person, who shall do or execute, or cause to be dene or 
exe cuted, any matter or thing, by virtue of, or in pursu- 
ance of the direction of this act, and may plead the gene- 
ral issue, and give this act an especial matte 
in case the pls aintiff should suffer a discontinuance, ent: 
a nolle prosequi, suffer a nonsuit, or if a verdict or judg- 
ment shall pass against him, he shall pay to every d lefend- 
ant that shall be acquitted, or for whom judgment shall 
pass, his full double costs and suit. 

Src. 13. And be it further enacted, ‘That the laws now 
of force, prohibiting the reduction of | beat companies be 
low the number of thirty, or the rai 
of certain descri 
within the limits of each 


ing ag 


reater portion | 
military divi be, and the 
same are hereby, suspended, so far as the operation of this 
t is concerned: and this act shall continue in fared, un- 
r repealed, for two years from the passage there- 

no longer. 


ion, 


to be 
That all the power here-| 


in peed d upon the Governor in relation to the accept- 
insur- 


»€ Oppose d, and 
the execution thereof forcibly obstructed by combinations 


| of 
laws of the}, ; 


lof 


| tic s 
act, and all and every person anc d persons w ho shall or} 


ee 


or 


ptions of tro ops than are now ar thorized 


| of said oath should be as follows: 

1 do solemnly swear, or affirm, that I will well and truly 
an execute, and enforce the ordinance to nullify cer- 
| tain acts of the Congress of the United States, purporti 
laws laying duties and imposts upon the importation 
of fereign commodities, passed in convention of this State, 
at Columbia, on the twenty-fourth day of November, 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two, and all such act or acts of the Legishatur: 
may be passed in pursuance thereof, according to - 
intent and me: agg the same. So help me God. 

Sec. 2. And be t further enacted, Vhat the a oath 
m 2) be siaiaauned by any person authorized by law to 
ninister an oath, and likewis e by military oflicers to 
‘ens under their command, and the administration ther 
lof shall be authenticated by the signature of the per: 
| administe ring, and the person taking the same. In cases 
military officers, a certificate of the oath so authent- 
ate ds hall be endorsed on their commissions; and in cases 
ivil officers, the person administering said oath . all 
make a ge ite, showing the name, residence, an 
fice of the officer taking ‘eal oath, with the 
administe aa in the case of civil officer, whose 
are confined to a single district, the certificate sl 
be lodged in the office of the clerk of the court of ¢ 
mon ple: as, or commissioner in equity, for the distri 
which the officer resides; and in all other cases the ¢ 
cate shall be lodged in the office of the Secretary of St 
Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That every judg 
the court of appeals, tedad of the circuit court, chan 
lor, and recorder of the city court of Charleston, now 
office, shall take the said oath at or before the time 
he shall sit in judgment upon any case or matt er, civ | or 
| cr iminal, at chambers or in open court, in wl 
question, directly or indirec tly, the 

any act or acts of the Legislature that may be ] 
in pursuance thereof; and every civil officer who held | 
office at the passing of the said ordinance shall take 
‘said oath before or at the time, when, in the executi 
his office, he may be required to perform any duty conse- 
| quent upon, or in any wise connected with the — ol 
nance, or any act of ‘the L epislature passed in purs 


+} 


date sla 


] 
ich Shiu 


afo re aid ( is ince 


jth .ereof, except the administering of an oath, or filing 


icertificate under this act. 
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Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That every military 
officer who held his office at the passage of the said ordi- 
nance, shall take the said oath before or at the time when 
he shall be called into service under any act of the Legis- 
Jature passed in pursuance of said ordinance, or for carry- 
ing the same into effect. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Governor 
may, whenever, in his opinion, the public interests de- 
mand it, by proclamation, require all or any particular of- 
ficers, civil or military, within the State, or within any 
particular district thereof, to take the said oath within not 
Jess than one week from the publication of the proclama- 
tion in the district in which such officer may be; and such 
oficer shall take the oath within the time required by the 
said proclamation, and on refusal, neglect, or omission to 
do so by any such officer, his office shall be vacated. 

In the Senate House, the twentieth day of December, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two, and in the fifty-seventh year of the indepen- 
dence of the United States of America. 

HENRY DEAS, 
President of the Senate. 
HENRY L. PINCKNEY, 
Speake r of the House of Repre sentatives. 


No. 10. 


PRESIDENT’S PROCLAMATION. 


Proclamation by Andrew Jackson, President of the United 
Stales. 


Whereas a convention assembled in the State of South 
Carolina have passed an ordinance, by which they declare 
“that the several acts and parts of acts of the Congress 
of the United States, purporting to be laws for the in 
ing of duties and imposts on the importation of fi 
commodities, and now having actual operation 
within the United States, and more especially” two 
for the same purposes, passed on the 29th of May, 1828 
and on the 14th of July, 1832, *‘are unauthorized by th 
constitution of the United States, and violate the true 
meaning and intent thereof, and are null and void, and no 
law,” nor binding on the citizens of that State, or its offi- 
cers: and by the said ordinance, it is further declared to 
be unlawful for any of the constituted authorities of the 


State or of the United States to enforce the payment of 


the duties imposed by the said acts within the same State, 
and that it is the duty of the Legislature to pass such laws 
as may be necessary to give full effect to the said ordi- 
nance; 

And whereas, by the said ordinance, it is further or- 
lained, that in no case of law or equity decided in the 
urts of said State, wherein shall be drawn in ques- 


nthe validity of the said ordinance, or of the acts of 


he Legislature that may be passed to give it effect, 
r of the said laws of the United States, no appeal shall 
allowed to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
ior shall any copy of the record be permitted or allowed 
r that purpose, and that any person attempting to take 
uch appeal shall be punished as for a contempt of court 
And, finally, the said ordinance declares that the peo- 
ple of South Carolina will maintain the said ordinance at 


every hazard; and that they will consider the passage of 


ny act, by Congress, abolishing or closing the ports of 


> 
the said State, or otherwise obstructing t‘e free ingress 
‘ess of vessels to and from tbe said ports, or any 
ther act of the Federal Government to coerce the State, 
*r ports, destroy or harass her commerce, or to 
1e said acts otherwise than through the civil 
inals of the country, as inconsistent with the longer 
continuance of South Carolina in the Union; and that the 


people of the said State will thenceforth hold themselves 


solyed from all further obligation to maintain or pre-| 
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serve their political connexion with the people of the 
other States, and will forthwith proceed to organize a 
separate Government, and do all other acts and things 
which sovereign and independent States may of right do: 

And whereas the said ordinance prescribes to the peo- 
ple of South Carolina a course of conduct in direct viola- 
tion of their duty as citizens of the United States, contrary 
to the laws of their country, subversive of its constitution, 
and having for its object the destruction of the Union— 
that Union which, coeval with our political existence, led 
our fathers, without any other ties to unite them than 
those of patriotism and a common cause, through a san- 
guinary struggle to a glorious independence—that sacred 
Union, hitherto inviolate, which, perfected by our happy 
constitution, has brought us, by the favor of Heaven, toa 
state of prosperity at home, and high consideration abroad, 
rarely, if ever, equalled in the history of natio To pre- 
serve this bond of our political existence from destruction, 
to maintain inviolate this state of national honor and pros- 


perity, and to justify the confidence my fellow-citizens 


have reposed in me, I, ANprew Jackson, President of 


the United States, have thought proper to issue this my 
proclamation, stating my views of the constitution and 
laws applicable to the measures adopted by the conven- 
tion of South Carolina, and to the reasons they have put 
forth to sustain them, declaring the course which duty will 
require me to pursue, and, appealing to the understand- 
ing and patriotism cf the people, warn them of the conse- 


quences that must inevitably result from an observance of 


the dictates of the convention. 

Strict duty would require of me nothing more than the 
exercise of those powers with which I am now, or may 
hereafter be, invested, fur preserving the peace of the 
Union, and for the execution of the laws. But the im- 
posing aspect which opposition has assumed in this case, 
by clothing itself with State authority, and the deep in- 
terest which the people of the United States must all feel 
in preventing a resort to stronger measures, while there 
is a hope that any thing will be yielded to reasoning and 
remonstrance, perhaps demand, and will certainly justify, 
a full exposition to South Carolina and the nation of the 
views [ entertain of this important question, as well as a 
distinct enunciation of the course which my sense of duty 
will require me to pursue. 

The ordinance is founded, not on the indefeasible right 
of resisting acts which are plainly unconstitutional and too 
but on the strange position 
that any one State may not only declare an act of Congress 
void, but prohibit its execution; that they may do this 
consistently with the constitution; that the true construc- 
tion of that instrument permits a State to retain its place 


in the Union, and yet be bound by no other of its laws 


oppressive to be endured, 
| 


than those it may choose to consider as constitutional. It 
is true, they add, that to justify this abrogation of a law, 
it must be palpably contrary to the constitution; but it is 
evident, that to give the right of resisting laws of that 
description, coupled with the uncontrolled right to decide 
what laws deserve that character, is to give the power of 
resisting all laws. For as, by the theory, there is no ap- 
peal, the reasons alleged by the State, good or bad, must 
prevail. If it should be said that public opinion is a suf- 
ficient check against the abuse of this power, it may be 
asked why it is not deemed a sufficient et cainst the 
passage of an unconstitutional act | y Co ss. There 
is, however, a restraint in this last case, which makes the 
assumed power of a State more indefensible, and which 
does not exist in the other. There are two appeals from 
an unconstitut ynal act passe ] V Co i~ress—one to the 
judiciary, the other to the people and the States. There 
is no appeal from the State decision in theory, and the 
al illustration shows that the courts are closed 

nst an application to review it, both judges and jurors 


+ 


T) ) 
‘ Pp evie > 
being sworn to decide inits fayor, But reasoning on this 
f 


sePster seere r= or vere 
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subject is superfluous, when our social compact, in ex- 

ress terms, declares that the laws of the United States, 
its constitution, and treaties made under it, are the su- 
preme law of the land; and, for greater caution, adds 
**that the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, 
any thing in the constitution or laws of any State to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” And it may be asserted with- 
out fear of refutation, that no federative Government 
could exist without a similar provision. Look for a mo- 
ment to the consequence. If South Carolina considers 
the revenue laws unconstitutional, and has a right to pre- 
vent their execution in the port of Charleston, there would | 
be a clear constitutional objection to their collection in 
every other port, and no revenue could be collected any 
where; for allimposts must be equal. It is no answer to 
repeat, that an unconstitutional law is no law, so long as 
the question of its legality is to be decided by the State 
itself; for every law operating injuriously upon any Jocal 
interest will be perhaps thought, and certainly represent- 
ed, as unconstitutional, and, as has been shown, there is 
no appeal. 

If this doctrine had been established at an earlier day, 
the Union would have been dissolved in its infancy. The 
excise law in Pennsylvania, the embargo and non-inter- 
course law in the Eastern States, the carriage tax in Vir-| 
ginia, were all! deemed unconstitutional, and were more 
unequal in their operation than any of the laws now com-| 
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But the defects of the confederation need not be de- 
tailed. Under its operation we could scarcely be calleda 
nation. We had neither prosperity at home, nor consider- 
ation abroad. This state of things could not be endured, 
and our present happy constitution was formed, but form- 
ed in vain, if this fatal doctrine prevail. It was formed 
for important objects that are announced in the preamble 
made in the name and by the authority of the people of 
the United States, whose delegates framed, and whose 
conventions approved it. The most important among 
these objects, that which is placed first in rank, on which 
all the others rest, is, ‘*to form a more perfect Union.” 
Now, is it possible that even if there were no express 
provision giving supremacy to the constitution and laws 
of the United States over those of the States—can it be 
conceived that an instrument made for the purpose of 
‘* forming a more perfect Union” than that of the confe- 
deration, could be so constructed by the assembled wis- 
dom of our country, as to substitute for that confederation 
a form of government dependent for its existence on the 
local interest, the party spirit of a State, or of a prevail- 
ing faction ina State? Every man of plain, unsophisticated 
understanding, who hears the question, will give such an 
answer as will preserve the Union. Metaphysical subtle- 
ty, in pursuit of an impracticable theory, could alone have 
devised one that is calculated to destroy it. 

I consider, then, the power to annula law of the United 


plained of; but fortunately none of those States discover-} States, assumed by one State, incompatible with the ex- 
ed that they had the right now claimed by South Carolina. | istence of the Union, contradicted expressly by the letter 
The war, into which we were forced to support the dig-| of the constitution, unauthorized by its spirit, inconsistent 
nity of the nation and the rights of our citizens, might| with every principle on which it was founded, and de- 
have ended in defeat and disgrace, instead of victory and| structive of the great object for which it was formed. 
honor, if the States who supposed it a ruinousand uncon-| After this general view of the leading principle, we 
stitutional measure, had thought they possessed the right| must examine the particular application of it which is made 
of nullifying the act by which it was declared, and deny-| in the ordinance. 

ing supplies for its prosecution. Hardly and unequally as} The preamble rests its justification on these grounds 
those measures bore upon several members of the Union, | It assumes, as a fact, that the obnoxious laws, although 
to the Legislatures of none did this eflicient and peaceable they purport to be laws for raising revenue, were in real- 
remedy, as it is called, suggest itself. The discovery of|ity intended for the protection of manufactures, which 
this important feature in our constitution was reserved to] pi 


, purpose it assert" <v be unconstitutional; that the opera- 
the present day. To the statesmen of South Carolina be-}tion of these laws is unequal; that the amount raised by 


longs the invention, and upon the citizens of that State|them is greater than is required by the wants of the Go- 
will unfortunately fall the evils of reducing it to practice. | yernment; and, finally, that the proceeds are to be ap- 

If the doctrine of a State veto upon the laws of the! plied to objects unauthorized by the constitution. These 
Union carries with it internal evidence of its impractica-}are the only causes alleged to justify an open opposition 
ble absurdity, our constitutional history will also afford] to the laws of the country, and a threat of seceding from 
abundant proof that it would have been repudiated with} the Union, if any attempt should be made to enforce them. 
indignation had it been proposed to form a feature in our| The first virtually acknowledges that the law in question 
Government. | was passed under a power expressly given by the consti- 

In our colonial state, although dependent on another | tution to lay and collect imposts; but its corstitutionality 
power, we very early considered ourselves as connected | is drawn in question from the motives of those who passed 
by common interest with each gther. Leagues were formed | it. However apparent this purpose may be in the pre. 
for common defence, and, before the declaration of inde- sent case, nothing can be more dangerous than to admit 
pendence, we were known in our aggregate character as|the position that an unconstitutional purpose, entertained 
the United Colonies of America. That decisive and im-|by the members who assent to a law enacted under a con- 
portant step was taken jointly. We declared ourselves a|stitutional power, shall make that law void: for how is 
nation by a joint, not by several acts, and when the terms/ that purpose to be ascertained? Who is to make the scru- 
of our confederation were reduced to form, it was in that) tiny? How often may bad purposes be falsely imputed— 
ofa solemn league of several States, by which they agreed | in how many cases are they concealed by false profes. 
that they would collectively form one nation for the pur-|sions—in how many is no declaration of motive made’ 
pose of conducting some certain domestic concerns and all| Admit this doctrine, and you give to the States an uncon- 
foreign relations. In the instrument forming that Union/trolled right to decide, and every law may be annulled 
is found an article which declares that ‘* every State shall | under this pretext. If, therefore, the absurd and danger- 
abide by the determinations of Congress on all questions ous doctrine should be admitted, that a State may annul 
which, by that confederation, should be submitted to!an unconstitutional law, or one that it deems such, it will 
them.” not apply to the present case. 

Under the confederation, then, no State could legally! The next objection is, that the laws in question operate 
annul a decision of the Congress, or refuse to submit to] unequally. This objection may be made with truth to 
its execution; but no provision was made to enforce these} every law that has been or can be passed. The wisdom 
decisions. Congress made requisitions, but they were} of man never yet contrived a system of taxation that would 
not complied with. ‘The Government could not operate} operate with perfect equality. If the unequal operation 
on individuals. They had no judiciary, no means of col-| of a law makes it unconstitutional, and if all laws of that 


lecting revenue. description may be abrogated by any State for that cause, 
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then, indeed, is the federal constitution unworthy of the 
slightest effort for its preservation. We have hitherto 
relied on it as the perpetual bond of our Union. We have 
received it as the work of the assembled wisdom of the 
nation. We have trusted to it as to the sheet anchor of 
our safety in the stormy times of conflict with a foreign or 
domestic foe. We have looked to it with sacred awe as 
the palladium of our liberties, and with all the solemnities 
of religion have pledged to each other our lives and for- 
tunes here, and our hopes of happiness hereafter, in its 
defence and support. Were we mistaken, my country- 
men, in attaching this importance to the constitution of 
our country? Was our devotion paid to the wretched, in- 
efficient, clumsy, contrivance which this new doctrine 
would make it? Did we pledge ourselves to the support 
of an airy nothing, a bubble’that must be blown away by 
the first breath of disaffection? Was this self-destroying, 
visionary theory the work of the profound statesmen, the 
exalted patriots, to whom the task of constitutional reform 
was entrusted? Did the name of Washington sanction, 
did the States deliberately ratify such an anomaly in the 
history of fundamental legislation? No. We were not 
mistaken. The letter of this great instrument is free from 
this radical fault: its language directly contradicts the im- 
putation: its spirit, its evident intent, contradicts it. No, 
we did not err! Our constitution does not contain the 
absurdity of giving power to make laws, and another pow- 
er to resist them. The sages whose memory wiil always 
be reverenced, have given us a practical, and, as they 
hoped, a permanent constitutional compact. The father 
of his country did not affix his revered name to so palpa- 
ble an absurdity. Nor did the States, when they several- 
ly ratified it, do so under the impression that a veto on the 
laws of the United States was reserved tothem, or that they 
could exercise it by implication. Search the debates in all 
their conventions, examine the speeches of the most zeal- 
ous opposers of federal authority, look at the amendments 
that were proposed, they are all silent; not a syllable ut- 
tered, not a vote given, not a motion made, to correct the 
explicit supremacy given to the laws of the Union over 
those of the States, or to show that implication, as is now 
contended, could defeat it. No, we have not erred! The 
constitution is still the object of our reverence, the bond 
of our Union, our defence in danger, the source of our 
prosperity in peace: it shall descend as we have received 
it, uncorrupted by sophistical construction, to our posteri- 
ty, and the sacrifices of local interest, of State prejudices, 
of personal animosities, that were made to bring it into 
existence, will again be patriotically offered for its sup- 
port. 

The two remaining objections made by the ordinance to 
these laws, are, that the sums intended to be raised by 
them are greater than are required, and that the proceeds 
will be unconstitutionally employed. 

The constitution has given, expressly, to Congress the 
right of raising revenue, and of determining the sum the 
public exigencies will require. The States have no con- 
trol over the exercise of this right, other than that which 
results from the power of changing the representatives 
who abuse it, and thus procure redress. Congress may, 
undoubtedly, abuse this discretionary power, but the same 
may be said of others with which they are vested. Yet 
the discretion must exist somewhere. The constitution 
has given it to the representatives of all the people, check- 
ed by the representatives of the States, and by the Exe- 
cutive power. The South Carolina construction gives it 


to the Legislature or the convention of a single State, | 


where neither the people of the different States, nor the 
States in their separate capacity, nor the Chief Magistrate 
elected by the people, have any representation. Which 
is the most discreet disposition of the power’ I do not 
ask you, fellow-citizens, which is the constitutional dispo- 
sition; that instrument speaks a language not to be mis- 
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understood. But if you were assembled in general con- 
vention, which would you think the safest depository of 
this discretionary power in the last resort? Would you 
add a clause giving it to each of theStates, or would you 
sanction the wise provisions already made by your consti- 
tution? If this should be the result of your deliberations 
when providing for the future, are you, can you be ready 
to risk all that we hold dear, to establish, for a temporary 
and a local purpose, that which you must acknowledge to 
be destructive, and even absurd, as a general provision? 
Carry out the consequences of this right vested in the 
different States, and you must perceive that the crisis 
your conduct presents at this day would recur whenever 
any law of the United States displeased any of the States, 
and that we should soon cease to be a nation. 

The ordinance, with the same knowledge of the future 
that characterizes a former objection, tells you that the 
proceeds of the tax will be unconstitutionally applied. If 
this could be ascertained with certainty, the objection 
would, with more propriety, be reserved for the law so 
applying the proceeds, but surely cannot be urged against 
the laws levying the duty. 

These are the allegations contained in the ordinance. 
Examine them seriously, my fellow-citizens; judge for 
yourselves. I appeal to you to determine whether they 
are so clear, so convincing, as to leave no doubt of their 
correctness: and even if you should come to this conclu- 
sion, how far they justify the reckless, destructive course, 
which you are direcied to pursue. Review these objec- 
tions, and the conclusions drawn from them, once more. 
What are they’? Every law, then, for raising revenue, ac- 
cording to the South Carolina ordinance, may be right- 
fully annulled, unless it be so framed as no law ever will 
or can be framed. Congress have a right to pass laws for 
raising revenue, and each State has a right to oppose 
their execution—two rights directly opposed to each 
other; and yet is this absurdity supposed to be contained 
in an instrument drawn for the express purpose of avoid- 
ing collisions between the States and the General Go- 
vernment, by an assembly of the most enlightened states- 
men and purest patriots ever embodied for a similar pur- 
pose. 

In vain have these sages declared that Congress shall 
have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
excises; in vain have they provided that they shall have 
power to pass laws which shall be necessary and proper 
to carry those powers into execution; that those laws and 
that constitution shall be the ‘*supreme law of the land; 
and that the judges in every State shall be bound there- 
by, any thing in the constitution or laws of any State to 
the contrary notwithstanding.” In vain have the people 
of the several States solemnly sanctioned these provisions, 
made them their paramount law, and individually sworn to 
support them whenever they were called on to execute 
any office. Vain provisions! Ineffectual restrictions! Vile 
profanation of oaths! Miserable mockery of legislation! 
if a bare majority of the voters in any one State may, on 
ja real or supposed knowledge of the intent with which a 
\law has been passed, declare themselves free from its 
operation—say here it gives too little, there too much, 
|and operates unequally—here it suffers articles to be free 
ithat ought to be taxed—there it taxes those that ought to 
ibe free; in this case the proceeds are intended to be ap- 
plied to purposes which we do not approve—in that the 
amount raised is more than is wanted. 

Congress, it is true, are invested by the constitution 
with the right of deciding these questions according to 
their sound discretion. Congress is composed of the re- 
presentatives of all the States, and of all the people of all 
| the States; but we, part of the people of one State, to 
| whom the constitution has given no power on the subject, 
from whom it has expressly taken it away; we who have 
|solemnly agreed that this constitution shall be our law; 
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we, most of whom have sworn to support it; we now -abro-| tatives. But this creates no material distinction. 
gate this law, and swear, and force others to swear, that it| chosen, they are all r 
shall not be obeyed. And we do this, not because Congress not representatives of the particular State from which 
have no right to pass such laws; this we do not allege, but! they come. They are paid by the United States, not by 
because they have passed them with improper view s. They|the State, nor are they accountable to it for any act done 
are unconstitutional, from the motives of those who passed | in the performance of their legislative functions; and 
them,which we can never, with certainty, know—from their) however they may in practice, as it is their duty to do, 
unequal operation, although it is impossible, from the na-| consult and prefer the interests of their particular con. 
ture of things, that they should be equal; and from the/ stituents when they come in conflict with any other par- 
disposition which we presume may be made of their pro-| tial or local interest, yet it is their first and highest duty, 
ceeds, although that disposition has not been declared. |as representatives of the United States, to promote the 
This is the plain meaning of the ordinance in relation to) general good. 

laws which it abrogates for alleged unconstitutionality.| The constitution of the United States then forms a Go. 
But it does not stop there. It repeals, in express terms, | vernment, not a league; and whether it be formed by 
an important part of the constitution itself, and of laws| compact between the States, or in any other manner, its 
passed to give it effect, which have never been alleged to| character is the same. It isa Government in which al 
be unconstitutional. The constitution declares that the! the people are represented, which operates directly on 
judicial powers of the United States extend to cases aris-| the people individually, not upon the States—they retain. 
ing under the laws of the United States, and that such|ed all the power they did not grant. But each State 
laws, the constitution, and treaties, shall be paramount to| having expressly parted with so many powers as to con. 
the State constitutions and laws. The judiciary act pre-| stitute, jointly with the other States, a single nation, can- 
scribes the mode by which the case may be brought be-| not, fi om that period, possess any right to secede, be. 
fore a court of the United States, by appeal, when a State! cause such secession does not break a league, but destroys 
tribunal shall decide against this provision of the consti-| the unity of a nation; and any injury to that unity is not 


When 
go ch of the United St; ates, 


tution. The ordinance declares there shall be no appeals 
makes the State law paramount to the constitution and 
laws of the United States; forces judges and jurors to 
swear that they will disregard their provisions; and even 
makes it penal in a suitor to attempt relief by appeal. It 
further declares th it it shall not be lawful for the au- 
thorities of the United States, or of that State, to enforce 
the payment of duties imposed by the revenue laws 
within its limits. 

Here is a law of the United States, not even pretended 
to be unconstitutional, repealed by the authority of a 
small majority of the voters ofa single State. Here is a 


provision of the constitution which is solemnly abrogated 
by the same authority. 
On such expositions and reasonings, 


the ordi 
grounds not only an assertion of the right to annul the 
laws of which it complains, but to enforce it by a threat 
of seceding from the Union ifany attempt is mac de to exe- 
cute them. 

This right to secede is deduced from t 
constitution, which, they say, is a compact between sove-| 
reign States, who have preserved their whole sovereignty, 
and, therefore, are subject to no superio! that, because 
they made the compact, they can break it when, in their 
opinion, it has been departed from by the other States. 
Fallac s this course of reasoning is, it enlists State 
pride, and finds advocates in the prejudices of 
those who have not studied the nature of our Governme 
sufficiently to see the radical error on which it rests. 

f the United States formed the constitu- 


The people 
if through the State Legislatures in making the 


nature of the 


10 


ous it 


henest 


tion, actil § 
compact, to meet and discuss its provisions, and acting in 
separate conventions when they ratified those provisions: 
but the terms used in its construction show it to be 
Government in which the people of all the States collec - 
ti ae are represented. We are one people in the choice 
the President and Vice President. Here the States! 
a e no other agency than to direct the mode in which 
the votes shall be given. The candidates having the ma- 
jority ofall the votes a The electors of a ma- 


wl 
Wi 


he 
re chosen. 
jority of States may have given their votes for one candi- 
date, and yet at nother may be chosen. The people, then, 
and not the States, are represented in the Executive 
branch. 

In the House of Representatives there is this differ- 
ence, that the people of one State do not, as in the case} 
of President and Vice President, all vote for the same 
officers. The people of all the States do not vote for all 


the members, each State electing only its Own Trepreseii-| 


ance! 


nt! 


only a breach which would result from the contravention 
of a compact, but it is an offence against the whole Union. 
To say that any State may at pleasure secede from the 
Union, is to say that the United States are not a nation; 
because it would be a solecism to contend that any part 
of a nation might dissolve its connexion with the other 
parts, to their injury or ruin, without committing 
offence. Secession, like any other revolutionary ok 
|may be morally justified by the extremi ity of oppression; 
but to call it a constitutional right, is confounding the 
meaning of terms; and can only be done through gross 
error, or to deceive those who are willing to assert a 
right, but would pause before they made a revolution, 
jincur the penalties s consequent on a failure. 

Because the Union was formed by compact, it is said 
the parties to that compact may, when they feel them- 
selves aggrieved, depart from it: but it is precisely be- 
cause it is a compact that they cannot. A compact is an 
agreement or binding obligation. It may by its terms 
have a sanction or pen: alty for its breach, or it m ay not 
If it contains no sanction, it m: ay be broken with no ot! 
consequence than moral guilt: if it — e a sanction, then 
the breach ensures the designated or implied penalty. 
A league between independent nations, generally, has no 
sanction other tl Mun a mor al one; or if it should contain a 
penalty, as there is no common superior, it cannot be er 
1. A Government, on the contrary, always a 
sanction, express or implied; and, in our case, it is both 
necessarily implied and expressly given. An attempt, 
force of arms, to destroy a Government, is an offence bi 
whatever means the constitutional compact may ew 
been forme ae and such Government has the right, by the 
law of self-defence, to pass acts for punishing the often 
ijder, unless that right is modified, restrained, or resumed 
| by the constitutional act. In our system, although it is 
| modi fied in the case of treason, yet authority is « xpressly 
given to pass all laws necessary to carry its powers into 
effect, and, under this grant, provision has been made fo: 
punishing acts which obstruct the due administration of 
the laws. 

It would seem superfiuous to add any thing to show tl 
nature of that union which connects us; but, as er rone 
opinions on this subject are the foundation of doctrin 
the most destructive to our peace, I must give some fur- 
ther development to my views on this subject. No one, 
fellow-citizens, has a higher reverence for the reserve: dd 
rights of the States than the magistrate who now a 
dresses you. No one would make greater personal sa- 
crifices, or official exertions, to defend them from viola- 
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tion; but equal care must be taken to prevent, on their 
part, an improper interference with, or resumption of, 
the rights they have vested in the nation. The line has 
not been so distinctly drawn as to avoid doubts in some 
cases of the exercise of power. Men of the best in- 
tentions and soundest views may differ in their construc- 
tion of some parts of the constitution; but there are others 
on which dispassionate reflection can leave no doubt. Of 
this nature appears to be the assumed right of secession. 
It treats, as we have seen, on the alleged undivided so- 
vereignty of the States, and on their having formed, in 
this sovereign capacity, a compact which is called the 
constitution, from which, because they made it, they have 
the right to secede. Both of these positions are errone- 
ous, and some of the arguments to prove them so have 
been anticipated. 

The States severally have not retained their entire so- 
yereignty. It has been shown that, in becoming parts of 
a nation, not members of a league, they surrendered 
many of their essential parts of sovereignty. The right 
tomake treaties, declare war, levy taxes, exercise exclu- 
sive judicial and legislative powers, were all of them func- 
tions of sovereign power. The States, then, for all these 
purposes, were no longer sovereign. The allegiance of 
their citizens was transferred, in the first instance, to the 
Government of the United States: they became American 
citizens, and owed obedience to the constitution of the 
United States, and to laws made in conformity with the 
powers it vested in Congress. This last position has not 
been, and cannot be denied. How then can that State 
be said to be sovereign and independent, whose citizens 
owe obedience to laws not made by it, and whose magis- 
trates are sworn to disregard those laws when they come 
in conflict with those passed by another? What shows 
conclusively that the States cannot be said to have re- 
served an undivided sovereignty, is, that they expressly 
ceded the right to punish treason, not treason against 
their separate power, but treason against the United 
States. Treason is an offence against sovereignty, and 
sovereignty must reside with the power to punish it. 
But the reserved rights of the States are not less sacred 
because they have, for their common interest, made the 
General Government the depository of these powers. 

The unity of our political character (as has been shown 
for another purpose) commenced with its very existence. 
Under the royal Government we had no separate charac- 
ter: our opposition to its oppressions began as United 
Colonies. We were the United States under the con- 
federation, and the name was perpetuated, and the Union 
rendered more perfect, by the federal constitution. In 
none of these stages did we consider ourselves in any 
other light than as forming one nation. Treaties and al- 
liances were made in the name of all. Troops were 
raised for the joint defence. How, then, with all these 
proofs that under all changes of our position we had, 
for designated purposes and defined powers, created Na- 


tional Governments; how is it, that the most perfect of| 


those several modes of union should now be considered 
as a mere league that may be dissolved at pleasure? 
from an abuse of terms. Compact is used as synonymous 
with league, although the true term is not employed, be- 
cause it would at once show the fallacy of the reasoning. 
It would not do to say our constitution was only a league, 
but it is labored to prove it a compact, (which in one 
sense it is,) and then to argue that asa league is a com- 
pact, every compact between nations must of course be 
4 league, and that from such an engagement every sove- 
reign power has a right to secede. But it has been 
shown that, in this sense, the States are not sovereign, and 
that even if they were, and the national constitution had 
been formed by compact, there would be no right in any 
one State to exonerate itself from its obligations. 

So obvious are the reasons which forbid this secession, 
Vou. IX.—Aa 
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| Carolina, when he expressed a hope that, ‘‘ on a review 


It is| 
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that it is necessary only to allude to them. The Union 
was formed for the benefit of all. It was produced by 
mutual sacrifices of interests and opinions. Can those sa- 
crifices be recalled? Can the States, who magnanimously 
surrendered their title to the territories of the West, recall 
the grant? Will the inhabitants of the inland States agree 
to pay the duties that may be imposed without their as- 
sent by those on the Atlantic or the Gulf, for their own 
benefit? Shall there be a free port in one State, and 
onerous duties in another? No one believes that any 
right exists in a single State to involve all the others in 
these and countless other evils, contrary to the engage- 
ments solemnly made. Every one must see that the 
other States, in self-defence, must oppose it at all hazards. 

These are the alternatives that are presented by the 
convention: a repeal of all the acts for raising revenue, 
leaving the Government without the means of support, or 
an acquiescence in the dissolution of our Union by the 
secession of one of its members. When the first was 
proposed, it was known that it could not be listened to 
fora moment. It was known, if force was applied to op- 
pose the execution of the laws, that it must de repelled 
by force; that Congress could not, without involving it- 
self in disgrace, and the country in ruin, accede to the 
proposition: and yet, if this is not done in a given day, or 
if any attempt is made to execute the laws, the State is, 
by the ordinance, declared to be out of the Union. The 
majority of a convention assembled for the purpose, have 
dictated these terms, or rather this rejection of all terms, 
in the name of the people of South Carolina. It is true 
that the Governor of the State speaks of the submission 
of their grievances to a convention of all the States, which, 
he says, they ** sincerely and anxiously seek and desire.” 
Yet this obvious and constitutional mode of obtaining the 
sense of the other States on the construction of the fede- 
ral compact, and amending it, if necessary, has never 
been attempted by those who have urged the State on 
to this destructive measure. ‘The State might have pro- 
posed the call fora yeneral convention to the other States; 
and Congress, if a sufficient number of them concurred, 
must have called it. But the first magistrate of South 


by Congress and the functionaries of the General Govern- 
ment, of the merits of the controversy,” such a conven- 
tion will be accorded to them, must have known that nei- 
ther Congress, nor any functionary of the General Go- 
vernment, has authority to call such a convention, unless 
it be demanded by two-thirds of the States. This sug- 
gestion, then, is another instance of the reckless inatten- 
tion to the provisions of the constitution with which this 
crisis has been madly hurried on; or of the attempt to per- 
suade the people that a constitutional remedy had been 
sought and refused. If the Legislature of South Carolina 
‘Canxiously desire” a general convention to consider their 
complaints, why have they not made application for it in 
the way the constitution points out? The assertion that 
they ‘* earnestly seek it,” is completely negatived by the 
omission. 

This, then, is the position in which we stand. 





A small 


|majority of the citizens of one State in the Union have 


jelected delegates to a State convention; that convention 
| has ordained that all the revenue laws of the United States 
| must be repealed, or that they are no longer a member 
jof the Union. The Governor of that State has recom- 
| mended to the Legislature the raising of an army to carry 
|the secession into effect, and that he may be empowered 
lito give clearances to vessels in the name of the State. No 
lact of violent opposition to the laws has yet been com- 
|mitted, but such a state of things is hourly apprehended; 
jand it is the intent of this instrument to proclaim, not only 
\that the duty imposed upon me by the constitution ‘‘to take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed,” shall be per- 
formed to the extent of the powers already vested in me 
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by law, or of such others as the wisdom of Congress shall| are not champions of liberty emulating the fame of our 
devise and entrust to me for that purpose, but to warn|revolutionary fathers; nor are you an oppressed people, 
the citizens of South Carolina who have been deluded in-| contending, as they repeat to you, against worse than co. 
to an opposition to the laws, of the danger they will incur} lonial vassalage. 

by obedience to the illegal and disorganizing ordinance of| You are free members of a flourishing and happy Union. 
the convention; to exhort those who have refused to sup-}| There i# no settled design to oppress you. You have ip- 
port it to persevere in their determination to uphold the | deed felt the unequal operation of laws which may have 
constitution and laws of their country; and to point out to| been unwisely, not unconstitutionally passed; but that in- 
all the perilous situation into which the good people of|equality must necessarily be removed. At the very 
that State have been led, and that the course they are| moment when you were madly urged on to the unfortu. 
urged to pursue is one of ruin and disgrace to the very | nate course you have begun, a change in public opinion 


State whose rights they affect to support. 

Fellow-citizens of my native State, let me not only ad- 
monish you, as the First Magistrate of our common coun- 
try, not to incur the penalty of its laws, but use the influ- 
ence that a father would over his children whom he saw 
rushing to certain ruin. In that paternal language, with 
that paternal feeling, let me tell you, my countrymen, 
that you are deluded by men who are either deceived 
themselves, or wish to deceive you. 
pretences you have been led on to the brink of insurrec- 
tion and treason, on which you stand! First, a diminu- 
tion of the value of your staple commodity, lowered by 
over production in other quarters, and the consequent di- 
minution in the value of your lands, were the sole effect 
of the tariff laws. 

The effect of those laws was confessedly injurious, but 
the evil was greatly exaggerated by the unfounded theory 


you were taught to believe, that its burdens were in pro-| 


portion to your exports, not to your consumption of im- 
ported articles. Your pride was roused by the assertion 
that a submission to those laws was a state of vassalagre, 
and that resistance to them was equal, in patriotic merit, 
to the oppositions our fathers offered to the oppressive 
laws of Great Britain. You were told this opposition 
might be peaceably, might be constitutionally made; that 
you might enjoy all the advantages of the Union, and bear 
none of its burdens. Eloquent appeals to your passions, 
to your State pride, to your native « ourage, to your s 


&. Migs } sense 
of real injury, were used to prepare you for the period 


when the mask, which concealed the hideous features of 


disunion, should be taken off. It fell, and you were made 
to Icok with complacency on objects which, not long 
since, you would have regarded with horror. Look back 
to the arts which have brought you to this state; look for- 
ward to the consequences to which it must inevitably 
lead! Look back to what was first told you as an induce- 
ment to enter into this dangerous course. The great po- 
litical truth was repeated to you, that you had the revolu- 
lutionary right of resisting all laws that were palpably 
unconstitutional and intolerably oppressive; it was added 
that the right to nullify a law rested on the same princi- 
ple, but that it was a peaceable remedy! This character 
which was given to it, made you receive with too much 
confidence the assertions that were made of the unconsti- 
tutionality of the law, and its oppressive effects. Mark, 
my fellow-citizens, that, by the admission of your leaders, 
the unconstitutionality must be palpable, or it will not jus- 
tify either resistance or nullification! What is the mean- 
ing of the word palpable, in the sense in which it is here 
used? That which is apparent to every one; that which no 
man of ordinary intellect will fail to perceive. Is the un- 
constitutionality of these laws of that description? Let 
those among your leaders who once approved and advo- 
cated the principle of protective duties, answer the ques- 
tion; and let them choose whether they will be considered 
as incapable, then, of perceiving that which must have 
been apparent to every man of common understanding, or 
as imposing upon your confidence, and endeavoring to 
mislead you now. In either case they are unsafe guides 
in the perilous path they urge you to tread. Ponder well 
on this circumstance, and you will know how to appre- 
ciate 


2 the exaggerated language they address to you. They 


Mark under what | 


had commenced. The nearly approaching payment of the 

| public debt, and the consequent necessity of a diminution 
lof duties, had already produced a considerable reduction, 
land that, too, on some articles of general consumption in 
| your State. The importance of this change was under- 
rated, and you were authoritatively told that no further 
alleviation of your burdens was to be expected, at the 
|very time when the condition of the country imperiously 
demanded such a modification of the duties as should re- 
duce them to a just and equitable scale. But, as if appre- 
|hensive of the effect of this change in allaying your dis. 
|contents, you were precipitated into the fearful state in 
which you now find yourselves. 

I have urged you to look back to the means that were 
used to hurry you on to the position you have now assum- 
ed, and forward to the consequences it will produce. 
|Something more is necessary. Contemplate the condi- 
ltion of that country of which you still form an important 
|part. Consider its Government, uniting in one bond of 
;common interest and general protection so many different 





'States, giving to all their inhabitants the proud title of 


American citizens, protecting their commerce, securing 
i their literature and their arts; facilitating their intercom- 
| munication; defending their frontiers; and making their 
name respected in the remotest parts of the earth. Con- 
sider the extent of its territory; its increasing and happy 
| population; its advance in arts, which render life agree- 
able; and the sciences, which elevate the mind! See 
education spreading the lights of religion, morality, and 
general information into every cottage in this wide extent 
of our Territories and States! Behold it as the asylum 
where the wretched and the oppressed find a refuge and 
support! J.ook on this picture of happiness and honor, 
and say—we, too, are citizens of America! Carolina is 
one of these proud States: her arms have defended, her 
best blood has cemented this happy Union! And then 
add, if you can, without horror and remorse, this happy 

Union we will dissolve; this picture of peace and prospe- 
rity we will deface; tms free intercourse we will inter 
rupt; these fertile fields we will deluge with blood; th 
protection of that glorious flag we renounce; the very 
name of Americans we discard. And for what, mistaken 
men, for what do you throw away these inestimable bless- 
ings? For what would you exchange your share in the 


advantages and honor of the Union? For the dream of 


separate independence—a dream interrupted by bloody 
conflicts with your neighbors, and a vile dependence on 
a foreign Power. If your leaders could succeed in esta- 
blishing a separation, what would be your situation? Are 
you united at home--are you free from the apprehension 
of civil discord, with all its fearful consequences’ Do 
our neighboring republics, every day suffering some new 
revolution, or contending with some new insurrection— 
do they excite yourenvy’ But the dictates of a high duty 
oblige me solemnly to announce that you cannot succes 
The laws of the United States must be executed. [ha 
no discretionary power on the subject; my duty is em- 
phatically pronounced in the constitution. Those who 
told you that you might peaceably prevent their execu- 
tion, deceived you; they could not have been dec¢ ived 
themselves. They know that a forcible opposition cou! 1 
alone prevent the execution of the laws, and they kno‘ 
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that such opposition must be repelled. Their object is 
disunion: but be not deceived by names: disunion, by 
armed force, is treason. Are you really ready to incur 
its guilt? If you are, on the heads of the instigators of 
the act be the dreadful consequences: on their heads be 
the dishonor, but on yours may fall the punishment: on 
your unhappy State will inevitably fall all the evils of the 
conflict you force upon the Government of your country. 
It cannot accede to the mad project of disunion, of which 
you would be the first victims. Its First Magistrate can- 
not, if he would, avoid the performance of his duty: the 
consequence must be fearful for you, distressing to your 
fellow-citizens here, and to the friends of good Govern- 
ment throughout the world. Its enemies have beheld 
our prosperity with a vexation they could not conceal: it 
was a standing refutation of their slavish doctrines, and 
they will point to our discord with the triumph of malig- 
nant joy. It is yet in your power to disappoint them. 
There is yet time to show that the descendants of the 
Pinckneys, the Sumters, the Rutledges, and of the thou- 
sand other names which adorn the pages of your revolu- 
tionary history, will not abandon that Union, to support 
which so many of them fought, and bled, and died. 
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sacred Union will be preserved, and the blessings it secures 
to us as one people shall be perpetuated. No one can 
doubt that the unanimity with which that decision will be 
expressed, will be such as to inspire new confidence in 
republican institutions, and that the prudence, the wis- 
dom, and the courage which it will bring to their defence, 
will transmit them unimpaired and invigorated to our 
children. 

May the great Ruler of nations grant that the signal 
blessings with which He has favored ours, may not, by the 
madness of party or personal ambition, be disregarded 
and lost; and may His wise providence bring those who 
have produced this crisis, to see their folly before they 
feel the misery of civil strife, and inspire a returning ve- 
neration for that Union, which, if we may dare to pene- 
trate His designs, He has chosen as the only means of 
attaining the high destinies to which we may reasonably 
aspire. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the 
United States to be hereunto affixed, having signed the 
same “with my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington, this 10th day of De- 
cember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 


{ adjure you, as you honor their memory; as you love |dred and thirty-two, and of the independence of the 


the cause of freedom, to which they dedicated their lives; 
as you prize the peace of your country, the lives of its 
best citizens, and your own fair fame, to retrace your 
steps. Snatch from the archives of your State the disor- 
ganizing edict of its convention; bid its members to re- 
assemble, and promulgate the decided expressions of 
your will to remain in the path which alone can conduct 
you to safety, prosperity, and honor. Tell them that, 
compared to disunion, all other evils are light, because 
that brings with it an accumulation ofall. Declare that 


you will never take the field unless the star-spangled | 


banner of your country shall float over you; that you will 
not be stigmatized when dead, and dishonored and scorn- 


United States the fifty-seventh. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
| 


By the President: 
Evw. Livineston, Secretary of State. 





No. 11. 
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COLLECTOR. 
{Confidential. ] 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
November 6, 1832. 


Sim: The act of the Legislature of South Carolina, 


ed while you live, as the authors of the first attack on the | passed at their recent special session, and the anticipation 


constitution of your country. Its destroyers you cannot 
be. You may disturb its peace, you may interrupt the 
course of its prosperity, you may cloud its reputation for 
stability, but its tranquillity will be restored, its prosperity 
will return, and the stain upon its national character will 
be transferred, and remain an eternal blot on the memory 
of those who caused the disorder. ; 
Fellow-citizens of the United States, the threat of un- 
illowed disunion, the names of those, once respected, by 
whom it is uttered, the array of military force to support 
it, denote the approach of a crisis in our affairs, on which 
the continuance of our unexampled prosperity, our poli- 
tical existence, and perhaps that of all free Governments, 
may depend. The conjuncture demanded a free, a full, 
and explicit enunciation, not only of my intentions, but of 
my principles of action; and, as the claim was asserted 
of a right by a State to annul the laws of the Union, and 
even to secede from it at pleasure, a frank exposition of 
my Opinions in relation to the origin and form of our Go- 
vernment, and the construction I give to the instrument 
by which it was created, seemed to be proper. Having 
the fullest confidence in the justness of the legal and 
constitutional opinion of my duties, which has been ex- 








pressed, I rely, with equal confidence, on your undivided | you with the 


support in mv determination to execute the laws, to pre- 
serve the Union by all constitutional means, to arrest, if 
possible, by moderate, but firm measures, the necessity 
of a recourse to force; and, if it be the will of Heaven 
that the recurrence of its primeval curse on man for the 
shedding of a brother’s blood should fall upon our land, 
that it be not called down by any offensive act on the part 
of the United States. 

Fellow citizens: The momentous case is before you. 
On your undivided support of your Government depends 
the decision of the great question it involves, whether your 





of measures which may be apprehended from the conven- 
|tion called by that act, for the avowed purpose of oppos- 
ing and preventing the execution of the laws of the Unit- 
ed States imposing duties on foreign goods, wares, and 
|merchandise, make it proper immediately to draw your 
jattention to the subject, and especially to some of the pro- 
visions of the existing acts of Congress for the collection 
jand security of the revenue. 

It is difficult, and indeed impossible, to foresee in de- 
tail the precise measures which may be adopted by the 
convention; and the instructions now given must be more 
jor less hypothetical, and the particular acts you may be 
lcalled, in the discharge of your duty, to perform, must 
ibe, in a great degree, regulated by the character of the 
lemergency, as it may arise. It is sufficiently obvious, 
} however, that all the means which ingenuity can devise, 
| will be adopted to elude, or render null and inoperative, 
| within the State of South Carolina, the laws of the Union 
imposing duties on foreign merchandise, and that a cor- 
responding energy and vigilance in the performance of 
their duties will be required from those charged with 
the execution. ; 

You will require no observation from me to impress 
delicacy and importance of the crisis in 
lwhich you may soon be called to act, or with the indis- 
pensable necessity of unshrinking firmness and fidelity in 
the discharge of your duties. The crisis may involve no 
lless than the safety of our inestimable nion; and the self- 
approbation and public gratitude attendant upon ail ho- 
norable exertions for the preservation of that precious 
| palladium of our happiness, will ensure, on your part, all 
that the Government can expect. 

It is greatly to be apprehended that the measures of the 
convention may be such as not to be effectually counter- 
acted without further legislation on the part of Congress, 
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which, of course, cannot be had in season for a prompt|customs. The entry of the merchandise by the owner or 
application of the remedy which their wisdom may devise; | consignee, already adverted to, consists, besides the other 
but I entertain a confident hope, that with a vigilant, faith-| proceedings and formalities particularly required, in pay. 
ful, and fearless exercise of the authority conferred by|ing or securing, according to law, the duties which shall 
the existing laws, aided by the moral support of the pa-j| be ascertained by the collector and naval officer. Where 
triotic and unprejudiced portion of the community, much | the duties are to be secured, it is by bond or bonds, which 
of the meditated evil may be for the present averted, if] shall include one or more securities, to the satisfaction of 
not altogether prevented. the collector, who should be satisfied not merely of the sol. 

Without a better knowledge than can now be had of| vency of the security, but of his sufficiency in other re. 
the means of resistance to which the convention may re-|spects, and would not be expected or authorized to accept 
sort, it is supposed that authority sufficient, for the pre-|as surety any individual who should be understood to 


sent, is conferred by the constitution, which makes it the| have formed a determination not to pay the bond, or com. 
duty of the President to execute the laws; by the act| 


| ply with his obligation. 
vesting in the Department of the Treasury the special; You will perceive, moreover, by the 50th section of 


power to superintend the collection of the revenue, which | the act, no goods, wares, or merchandise, brought in any 
may fairly be supposed to give all power not contrary to|ship or vessel from any foreign port or place, shall be 
the laws, and necessary to their execution; and by the| unladen or delivered but in open day, except by special 
several provisions of the act entitled ‘* An act to regulate! license, nor at any time without a permit from the col. 
the collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” passed | lector, under severe penalties, including the forfeiture of 
the 2d of March, 1799, to which last act it is my intention} the goods; and by the 62d section, no permit shall be 
at present to request your particular attention. | granted for landing the same, until all duties thereon shall 

It will be perceived by the 13th section of that act, | have been paid, or secured to be paid, according to law. 
that each of the collection districts, established in South} By the 53d section, the collector of any district at which 
Carolina, and the whole and every part of each district, is|any ship or vessel may arrive, and immediately on he: 
constituted a port of entry; and though the collector, first coming within such district, is directed to put and 
naval officer, and surveyor, are directed to reside at} keep on board such ship or vessel, whilst remaining in the 
Charleston, and a collector at each of the other ports, it| district, or in going from one district to another, one or 
cannot be questioned that a vessel may lawfully discharge| more inspectors to examine the cargo, and superintend 
her cargo, and, if directed, make entry at any other point) the delivery thereof, and to perform such other duties ac- 
within the port of entry; and it appears also certain, that cording to law, asthey shall be directed by the collector 
whenever, from physical or moral necessity, the laws shall| to perform for the better securing the collection of the 
be suspended at the residence of the collector, and he| duties; and it is expressly made the duty of the said in. 
be prevented, by a superior and unlawful force, from the | spectors to suffer no goods, wares, or merchandise, of any 
exercise of his authority at the usual place, it may be com-| nature or kind whatever, to be landed from such ship or 
petent to place his officers to receive and compel the legal | vessel without a permit in writing from the collector of 
entry at some other safe and convenient place within the | the port, and naval officer, where any, first had and grant- 
port of entry, as described by law. |ed for that purpose. 

You are already aware that, by the provisions of the| It may be proper, also, to observe, that, after twenty- 
same act, no goods, wares, or merchandise, can be| four hours from the time of her arrival, a vessel cannot 
** brought into tne United States” from any foreign port} proceed from one port to another without a clearance in 
or place, in any ship or vessel, without having on board a/the manner particularly pointed out. By the 21st section 
proper manifest; that, within twenty-four hours after the of the act referred to, and by the 2d section of the act of 
arrival of any ship or vessel from any foreign port or place | the same date, ‘* establishing the compensation of the offi 
at any port of the United States established by law, at) cers employed in the collection of the duties on imports 
which an officer of the customs resides, or within any|and tonnage,” the collectors are authorized to employ, 
harbor, inlet, or creek thereof, the master must repair to] with the approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the custom-house, and make report of her arrival, and, | such inspectors as the public service may require; and by 
within forty-eight hours after such arrival, he must make | the 97th, 98th, 99th, 100th, and 101st sections of the act 
further report in writing, accompanied by his manifest; | first referred to, ample authority is given to provide the 
and that, within fifteen days (and by the act of the 3d |requisite number of cutters and boats for the better se- 
March, 1821, in case of vessels of more than three hun-| curing the collection of the duties. The officers of such 
dred tons, within twenty days) after such report by the} boats are subjected to the direction of the collectors, and 
master, the owner, or consignee of the merchandise on | are, moreover, empowered and directed to go on board 
board, must make entry thereof, in writing, with the said | all ships and vessels which shall arrive within the United 
collector; and that, in default thereof, the collector is au-| States, or four leagues of the coast thereof, if bound t 
thorized to take possession of said goods, wares, and mer-|the United States; and, among other duties, to affix and 
chandise, in the manner particularly described in the 56th | put proper fastenings on the hatches and other communi- 
section. At the time of making an entry, the tonnage|cations with the held, and to remain on buard the said 
duties (if any) must be paid; and previously thereto, the | vessels until their arrival at the port of their destination. 
register, or other document in lieu thereof, together with | They are likewise to execute and perform such other du- 
the clearance and other papers, must be produced to the/ties for the collection and security of the revenue, as, 
collector, and must remain in his office until returned to| from time to time, shall be enjoined and directed by the 
the master, or the clearance of the vessel for another port; | Secretary of the Treasury, not contrary to law and the 
which clearance cannot be granted, and consequently | provisions of said act; and they are further authorized to 
the delivery of the papers cannot be made, until all the} fire at or into any vessel liable to examination, which shall 
formalities in regard to the vessel on her arrival shall not bring to, on being required or chased by any cutter 
have been complied with, and (by the 93d section) until | or boat, as described in the 102d section. ~ 
receipts for all the legal fees which shall have accrued on| Neither the validity of these provisions of the act of the 
the vessel shall have been produced to the collector. |2d March, 1799, to which I have adverted thus particular- 
By the 29th section, a vessel which shall have arrived|ly, that the further observations which my duty requires 
from a foreign port, and shall attempt to depart without} me to make may be more intelligible, nor of the act itself, 
having been reported, or entered by the master, is liable} has ever heretofore been questioned; and it is not alte 
to be arrested and brought back by the officers of the| gether clear that the purposes of the convention, to as- 
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semble in South Carolina, as defined by the recent act of 
the Legislature of that State, would extend to acts of a 
collector merely in execution of these provisions. How- 
ever this may be, they are now, and always have been, ap- 
plicable to every district and every part of the Union; 
they are now, and uniformly aave been, in daily and strict 
observance in each of them; they are not merely of uni- 
versal application every where, but embrace almost every 
imaginable case; and if, as has been sometimes publicly 
professed, the méditated resistance to the laws of the 
Union is to assume the form of legal redress, and avoid 
a resort to open force or violence, it is believed they will 
be found, when properly enforced, to be fully equal to 
every emergency likely to arise. 

In this view, itis presumed, your own official conduct 
has been, and is now, in strict conformity with the provi- 
sions of the act of 1799, and that, in observing these in- 
structions, you will be merely executing your duties with, 
perhaps, greater vigilance than ordinary, and adapting 
existing regulations, of daily use and application, to new 
circumstances of greater emergency, as they may arise. 
Itis the more important that you should keep this view 
of the subject constantly in mind, as it is the wish of the 
President, and of this department, to take no step, nor 
employ any means calculated to provoke or excite to force 
those who are now threatening resistance, but to defeat 
their operations by the moral force of the laws and the 
constitution, and to execute the former in the manner 
therein prescribed, and to employ force only when it shall 
be clearly authorized, and be found unavoidable in the 
discharge of your duty, and indispensably necessary to 
resist its employment by those who shall have resorted to 
it for the subversion of the laws. 

It may be sufficient, therefore, in the first place, to call 
your particular attention to legal provisions already ad- 
verted to, and to the duties which they enjoin; and to di- 
rect that, in every case to which they are applicable, vou 
will conform to their provisions by all the means which 
they place in your power. 

But as there are some contingencies inseparable from 
the measures of the convention about toassemble, which 
cannot be overlooked, it is proper that, in regard to these, 
you should be now advised. 

Upon the supposition, therefore, that the measures of 
the convention, or the acts of the Legisiature, may consist, 
in part, at least, in declaring the laws of the United States 
imposing duties unconstitutional, and null and void, and in 
forbidding their execution, and the collection of the du- 
ties within the State of South Carolina, you will, imme- 
diately after it shall be formally annovaced, resort to all 
the means provided by the laws, aad particularly by the 
act of the 2d of March, 1799, to counteract the measures 
which may be adopted to give effect to that declaration. 

For this purpose, you will consider yourself authorized 
to employ the revenue cutters which may be within your| 
district, and provide as many boats, and employ as many 
inspectors, as may be necessary for the execution of the| 
law, and for the purposes of the act already referred to. 
You will, moreover, cause a sufficient number of officers | 
of cutters and inspectors to be placed on board, and in 
charge of every vessel arriving from a foreign port or 
place, with goods, wares, or merchandise, as soonas practi- 
cable after her first coming within your district, and direct | 
them to anchor her in some safe place within the harbor, 
whereshe may besecure from any act of violence, and from | 
any unauthorized attempt to discharge her cargo before a| 
compliance with the laws; and they will remain on board | 
of her at such place until the reports and entries required 
by law shall be made, both of vessel and cargo, and the | 
duties paid, orsecured to be paid, to your satisfaction, and | 
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by the aid of the officers of the customs, inspectors, and 
officers of the cutters, until the requisitions of the law 
shall be fully complied with; and in case of any attempt 
to remove her or her cargo from the custody of the offi- 
cers of the customs by the form of legal process from 
State tribunals, you will not yield the custody to such at- 
tempt, but will consult the law officer of the district, and 
employ such means as, under the particular circumstances, 
you may legally do, to resist such process, and prevent 
the removal of the vessel and cargo. 

Should the entry of such vessel and cargo not be com- 
pleted, and the duties paid, or secured to be paid, by 
bond or bonds with sureties to your satisfaction, within the 
time limited by law, you will, at the expiration of that 
time, take possession of the cargo, and land and store the 
same at Castle Pinckney, or some other safe place, and in 
due time, if the duties are not paid, sell the same, accord- 
ing to the direction of the 56th section of the act of the 
2d of March, 1799; and you are authorized to provide 
such stores as may be necessary for that purpose. 

[t may be hoped that the foregoing precaution, and the 
prompt prosecution, in all cases, of those who may violate 
the law, or resist the officers of the customs in its execution, 
will be sufficient for the present; and as long as you may 
find it practicable to perform your official duties, and as 
long as the rights of your person, and those of the other 
officers of your district, shall be secure, and property re- 
spected, the custom-house may be continued at Charleston. 
But, should the measures of the convention, or those of 
the Legislature, expose your person, or the persons of the 
other officers, to outrage, or to arrest and imprisonment, 
and by force or other necessity render the execution of the 
laws of the United States impracticable, you may remove 
the custom-house to Castle Pinckney, or to some other 
secure place within the port of entry, where you may 
take and receive the entries of vessels and their cargoes, 
and perform other duties necessary by law to be perform- 
ed at the custom-house. 

You will, moreover, cause the officers of the cutters un- 
der your direction to board all vessels departing from the 
port of Charleston; and, in case any shall be found without 
having been regularly entered and cleared in the manner 
required by law, to seize and detain the same, to be prose- 
cuted according to law. 

It will be proper, in every case of doubt and difficulty, 
to consult the law officer of the district, and, on all occa- 
sions where these instructions do not afford an adequate 
guide, to follow his advice. . 

It is expected that you will promptly inform the depart- 
ment ofany difficulty that may occur in your district, and 
keep it regularly advised of all the measures that may 
be adopted by any person or persons for obstructing the 
execution of the laws, and also of the means which you 
may deem it your duty to adopt, and that, in every case 
of importance, where the time will admit of it, you will, 
previously to taking any unusual or important step on 
your part, apply to the department for further instruc- 
tions. For this purpose, you are authorized to despatch 
a special messenger, whenever, in your opinion, it may 
be necessary, either for safety or expecition. 

To enable you to execute the laws, and to fulfil these 
instructions, the revenue cutter Alert has been ordered to 
proceed to Charleston. On her arrival, there will be two 
cutters on that station, and you will place them where 
you may think best. , 

* You will treat these instructions as confidential, until it 
shall become necessary to act; but, in the mean time, you 
will exhibit them confidentially to the district attorney, 
naval officer, and surveyor, that you may have the benefit 
of their counsels, and that you may all be better prepared 





until the regular permit shall be granted for landing the | 
cargo: and it will be your duty, against any forcible at- 
tempt, to retain and defend the custody of the said vessel, 


to act together when eccasion shall require. Tam, &e., 
L. M’LANE, Sec’y Treasury. 
To James K. Parner, Esq., Collector of Customs. 
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[‘* Similar letters were addressed to the collector at 
Georgetown, and the collector at Beaufort, differing only 
in the following particulars, viz. the reference to Castle 
Pinckney was omitted, and, in lieu of the last two para- 
graphs, the following was substituted: 

**To enable you the better to execute the laws, and 
fulfil these instructions, a revenue cutter will be placed 
under your direction, and you will assign her to such sta- 
tion, and give such instructions from time to time to her 
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ever, before a compliance with the law, and the collector 
should thereafter seize the property for that reason, jt 
would appear to be plain, that, in either event, any ai. 
tempts to deprive him of the custody, by State authority 
would be unlawful. Ps 

The means which may be lawfully employed for pre. 
| serving the custody against such interference, will there. 
|fore require immediately your best and most discree 
| consideration; and, while it is desirable that you should 


commander, as you may deem best adapted to those ob- | advise none that are not strictly legal, it is expected that 
jects. The cutter for your district will be despatched in| you will firmly support the collector by your aid and ad. 
a few days. vice, in doing whatever he may lawfully do to retain the 

‘*You will treat these instructions as confidential until | custody of the vessel and cargo until the law is fully com. 
it shall become time to act.’’] plied with. 

It is to be hoped that the augmentation of the number 
of inspectors, by the appointment of discreet and firm 
men, may prove equal to any emergency that may, for 
|the present, arise; and as the power of the collector to 
|do so is ample, under the instructions already given to 
him, I have only here to suggest that, in exercising such 
authority, he should be careful to select individuals of 
known character and consideration in the community, and 
in whose probity, firmness, and discretion, the fullest re. 
liance may be placed. This is the more necessary, jn 
order that, while the Government secures the services of 
men who will not shrink from their duty, and who, from 
their character, may ensure respect, its officers may avoid 
| provoking unnecessary excitement by the selection of 


No. 12. 


LETTER TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 


[ Extract. ]—Confidential. 
Treasury Department, November 19, 1832. 


Sir: Your letter of the 10th instant was duly received 
on the 17th instant; but the pressure of business requir- 
ing attention, after an absence of a few days from the city, 
has prevented a reply until now. 

The time fixed for the meeting of the convention in 
South Carolina having actually arrived, renders it unad- 
visable for you to leave the scene of your official duties. 
And, indeed, the time that a journey to Washington || c c 
would occupy, may, at present, perhaps, be better em-|!™proper agents in the execution of the laws. 
ployed in the consultations and investigations which ought} You are authorized to exhibit this letter to the collec. 
to be made preparatory to a proper course of conduct on| tor, and also to General Scott, who, it is understood, will 
the part of the officers of the district, in the emergen-| Shortly repair to Charleston, for the purpose of superin- 

{tending the safety of the posts of the United States in that 





cies that may be expected. 


You will, before now, have seen the instructions which} V!c!nity. 
have been transmitted to the collector at Charleston, and 
are thus fully informed of the views of the President and | 


Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LOUIS M’LANE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Ronerr B. Gircwrist, Esq. 
District Attorney U. S., Charleston. 


of this department as to the manner in which the occasion | 
is to be met, and as to the means which the law has placed 
in the hands of its officers for securing the revenue, and 
enforcing its collection. After examining them, I shall 
be glad to have your own reflections upon the subject. 
As it may be apprehended that, among other measures | 
for defeating the operation of the revenue laws, an attempt} 
will be made to take the goods from the custody of the 
officers of the customs by process from the State courts, | his proclamation concerning an ** ordinance of the peo 
your attention is particularly invited to the course to be| ple of South Carolina to nullify certain acts of the Con 
pursued in such an event. | gress of the United States,” laying ** duties and imposts 
In the case of Slocum vs. Mayberry, reported in the) for the protection of domestic manufactures:” 
2d Wheaton, page 1, the Supreme Courtdecided thatthe! And whereas the Legislature of South Carolina, now in 
courts of the United States have exclusive jurisdiction of} session, taking into consideration the matters contained in 
all seizures made on land or water for a breach of the| the said proclamation of the President, have adopted a 
laws of the United States, and that any intervention of a| preamble and resolution to the following effect, viz. 
State authority, which, by taking the thing seized out of} ‘* Whereas the President of the United States has is- 
the hands of the United States officer, might obstruct} sued his proclamation, denouncing the proceedings of this 
the exercise of this jurisdiction, is unlawful. It is true] State, calling upon the citizens thereof to renounce their 
that this was a case of a seizure, under the direction of] primary allegiance, and threatening them with military 
the collector, pursuant to law; but it will be proper to| coercion, unwarranted by the constitution, and utterly 
consider whether the principles of the case do not equal-| inconsistent with the existence of a free State: Be it, 
ly apply, whenever a vessel and her cargo may be in the} therefore, 
custody of the officers of the customs under the law, and} ** Resolved, That bis Excellency the Governor be 
where the preservation of that custody is necessary to| quested, forthwith, to issue his proclamation, warning the 
the execution of the laws of the United States. By the| good people of this State against the attempt of the Pre- 
53d section of the act of 1799, the collector is directed to/sident of the United States to seduce them from their al- 
put inspectors on board vessels, who shall suffer no goods, | legiance, exhorting them to disregard his vain menaces, 
wares, or merchandise, of any nature or kind whatsoever, | and to be prepared to sustain the dignity, and protect 
to be landed or unladen, or otherwise taken or removed |the liberty of the State against the arbitrary measures 
from the same, without a permit in writing from the col-| proposed by the President:” 
lector of the port, and naval officer thereof, where any,| Now, I, Robert ¥Y. Hayne, Governor of South Caroli- 
first had and granted for that purpose. |na, in obedience to the said resolution, do hereby issue 
if the principles of the decision in the case of Slocum|this my proclamation, solemnly warning the good peo- 
vs. Mayberry apply to the custody of vessels and their car-| ple of this State against the dangerous and pernicious 
goes authorized by that act, or if the officers of the cus-| doctrine promulgated in the said proclamation of the Pre- 
toms be deprived of such custody by any means what-'sident, as calculated to mislead their judgments as to the 
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Whereas the President of the United States hath issued 
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true character of the Government under which they live, | 
and the paramount obligation which they owe to the State, | 
and manifestly intended to seduce them from their allegi-| 
ance, and, by drawing them to the support of the violent! 
and unlawful measures contemplated by the President, to| 
involve them in the guilt of rebellion. I would earnestly | 
admonish them to beware of the specious, but false doc-| 
trines by which it is now attempted to be shown that the 
several States have not retained their entire sovereignty ; 
that **the allegiance of their citizens was.transferred, in 
the first instance, to the Government of the United! 
States;” that **a State cannot be said to be sovereign and 
independent, whose citizens owe obedience to laws not 
made by it;” that, ** even under the royal Government, we 
had no separate character;’’ that the constitution has! 
created ‘fa National Government,” which is not **acom-| 
pact between sovereign States;” ‘‘that a State has no 
right to secede:” in a word, that ours isa National Go- 
yernment, in which the people of all the States are re- 
presented, and by which we are constituted ‘* one peo- 
ple;? and ‘that our representatives in Congress are all 
representatives of the United States, and not of the parti- 
cular States from which they come;” doctrines which up- 
root the very foundation of our political system, annihilate 
the rights of the States, and utterly destroy the liberties 
of the citizen. 

It requires no reasoning to show what the bare state- 
ment of these propositions demonstrates, that such a Go- 
yernment as is here described has not a single feature of| 
aconfederated republic. It is, in truth, an accurate de-| 
lineation, drawn witha bold hand, of a great consolidated | 
empire—‘*one and indivisible;” and, under whatever! 
specious form its powers may be masked, it is, in fact, the} 
worst of all despotisms, in which the spirit of an arbitrary | 
Government is suffered to pervade institutions professing | 
tobefree. Such was not the Government for which our} 
fathers fought and bled, and offered up their lives and} 
fortunes as a willing sacrifice. Such was not the Govern- 
ment which the great and patriotic men who called the| 


. . . . . . . . } 
Union into being, in the plenitude of their wisdoms, fram-| 


ed. Such was not the Government which the fathers of| 





191 


[22d Cone. 2d Srss. 


ders the words ‘* made in pursuance of the constitution,” 
as mere surplusage; and, therefore, when he professes 
to recite the provision of the constitution on this subject, 
he states that our ‘‘ social compact, in express terms, de- 
clares that the laws of the United States, its constitution, 
and the treaties made under it, are the supreme law of the 
land,” and speaks, throughout, of *‘ the explicit suprema- 
cy given to the laws of the Union over those of the States,” 
as if a law of Congress was, of itself, supreme, while it 
was necessary to the validity of a treaty that it should be 
made in pursuance of the constitution. Such, however, 
is not the provision of the constitution. That instrument 
expressly provides that ‘* the constitution, and laws of the 
United States which shall be made in pursuance thereof, 
shall be the supreme law of the lend, any thing in the 
constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwith- 
standing.” 

Here it will be seen that a law of Congress, as such, 
can have no validity unless made ‘in pursuance of the 
constitution.” An unconstitutional act is, therefore, null 
and void; and the only point that can arise in this case is, 
whether to the Federal Government, or any department 
thereof, has been exclusively reserved the right to decide 
authoritatively for the States this question of constitution- 
ality. If this be so, to which of the departments, it may 
be asked, is this right of final judgment given? If it be to 
Congress, then is Congress not only elevated above the 
other departments of the Federal Government, but it is 
put above the constitution itself. This, however, the 
President himself has publicly and solemnly denied, 
claiming and exercising, as is known to all the world, 
the right to refuse to execute acts of Congress and so- 
lemn treaties, even after they had received the sanction 
of every department of the Federal Government. 

That the Executive possesses this right of deciding final- 
ly and exclusively as to the validity of acts of Congress, 
will hardly be pretended; and that it belongs to the judi- 
ciary, except so far as may be necessary to the decision of 
questions which may incidentally come before them, in 
‘cases of law and equity,” has been denied by none more 
strongly than the President himself, who, on a memora- 


the republican faith, led on by the apostle of American| ble occasion, refused to acknowledge the binding autho- 
liberty, promulgated, and successfully maintained in| rity of the Federal Court, and claimed for himself, and 
1798, and by which they produced the great political re-| has exercised the right of enforcing the laws, not accord- 
volution effected at that auspicious era. Toa Govern-| ing to their judgment, but ‘‘his own understanding of 
ment based on such principles, South Carolina has not| them.” And yet, when it serves the purpose of bring- 
beena voluntary party, and to such a Goyernment she ing odium upon South Carolina, ‘‘ his native State,” the 
never will give her assent. President has no hesitation in regarding the attempt of a 
The records of our history do, indeed, afford the pro-| State to release herself from the control of the federal ju- 
totype of these sentiments, which is to be found in the| diciary, in a matter affecting her sovereign rights, asa 
recorded opinion of those who, when the constitution| violation of the constitution. 
was framed, were in favor of a ‘‘firm National Govern-| It is unnecessary to enter into an elaborate examination 
ment,”’ in which the States should stand in the same rela-| of the subject. It surely cannot admit of a doubt, that, 
tion to the Union that the colonies did towards the mother] by the declaration of independence, the several colonies 
country. The journals of the convention, and the secret | became ‘free, sovereign, and independent States:’’? and 
history of the debates, will show that this party did propose | our political history will abundantly show that, at every 
to secure to the Federal Government an absolute supre-| subsequent change in their condition, up to the formation 
macy over the States, by giving them a negative upon| of our present constitution, the States preserved their 
their laws; but the same history also teaches us that all] sovereignty. The discovery of this new feature in our 
these propositions were rejected, and a Federal Govern-| system, that the States exist only as members of the 
ment was finally established, recognising the sovereignty Union; that, before the declaration of independence, we 
of the States, and leaving the constitutional compact on| were known only as ‘ United Colonies; > and that, even 
the footing of all other compacts, between * parties hav-| under the artic les of confederation, the States w ere con- 
ing no Common superior.” sidered as forming, ** collectively, one nation —without 
lt is the natural and necessary consequence of the prin-}any right of refusing to submit to ‘any decision of Con- 
ciples thus authoritatively announced by the President, as | gress’”—was reserved to the President an | his immediate 
constituting the very basis of our political system, that the| predecessor. To the latter ss belongs the invention, and, 
Federal Government is unlimited and supreme—being the | upon the former, will unfortunately fall the evils of re- 
exclusive judge of the extent ofits own powers, the laws of | ducing it to practice.” pid 
Congress, sanctioned by the Executive and the judiciary, | South Carolina holds the p1 inciples now promulgated 
whether passed in direct violation of the constitution and! by the President, as they must always be held by all who 
rights of the States, or not, are ‘*the supreme law of the’ claim to be supporters of the rights of the States—** as 
land.” “Hence it is that the President obviously consi-! contradicted by the letter of the constitution; unauthorized 
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by its spirit; inconsistent 


with every principle on which it| and States are bound, before 
was founded; destructive of all the objects for which it] their solemn pledges. 
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God and man, to perform 


The inevitable conclusion, from 


was framed;” utterly incompatible with the very exist-| what has been said, therefore, is, that, as in all cases of 


ence of the States, and absolutely fatal to the rights and 
liberties of the people. South Carolina has so solemnly 
and repeatedly expressed to Congress, and the world, the 
So which she believes to constitute the very pil- 
ars of the constitution, that it is deemed unnecessary to 
do more, at this time, than barely to present a summary 
of those great fundamental truths which she believes can 


never be subverted without the inevitable destruction of 


the liberties of the people, and of the Union itself. South 
Carolina has never claimed, as is asserted by the Presi- 
dent, the right of ‘‘ repealing, at pleasure, all the revenue 
laws of the Union,” much less the right of ‘repealing 
the constitution itself, and laws passed to give it effect, 
which have never been alleged to be unconstitutional.” 
She claims only the right to judge of infractions of the 
constitutional compact, in violation of the reserved rights 
of the State, and of arresting the progress of usurpation 
within her own limits, and when, as in the tariffs of 1828 
and 1832, revenue and protection, constitutional and un- 
constitutional objects, have been so mixed up together 
that it is found impossible to draw the line of discrimina- 
tion: she has no alternative but to consider the whole as 
a system unconstitutional in its character, and to leave it 
to those who have ‘‘woven the web, to unravel the 
threads.” South Carolina insists, and she appeals to the 
whole political history of our country in support of her 
position, that the constitution of the United States is a 
compact between sovereign States; that it creates a con- 
federated republic, not having a single feature of nationali- 
ty in its foundatica; that the people of the several States, 
as distinct political communities, ratified the constitution, 
each State acting for itself, and binding its own citizens, 
and not those of any other State, the act of ratification de- 
claring it to be binding on the States so ratifying: the 
States are its authors, their power created it; their voice 
clothed it with authority; the Government, which it form- 
ed, is composed of their agents; and the Union, of which 
it is the bond, isa Union of States, and not of individuals; 
that, as regards the foundation and extent of its power, 
the Government of the United States is strictly what its 
name implies, a Federal Government; that the States are 
as sovereign now as they were prior to the entering into 
the compact; that the federal constitution is a confede- 
ration in the nature of a treaty, or an alliance, by which 
so many sovereign States agreed to exercise their sove- 
reign powers conjointly upon certain objects of external 
concern, in which they are equally interested, such as 
war, peace, commerce, foreign negotiation, and Indian 


trade; and, upon all other subjects of civil government, | 


they were to exercise their sovereignty separately. 

For the convenient, conjoint exercise of the sovereignty 
of the States, there must, of necessity, be some common 
agency or functionary. This agency is the Federal Go- 
vernment. It represents the confederated States, and 
executes their joint will, as expressed in the compact. 
The powers of this Government are wholly derivative. It 
possesses no more inherent sovereignty than an incorpo- 
rated town, or any other great corporate body. It isa 
political corporation, and, like all corperations, it looks 
for its powers to an exterior source—that source is the 
States. 

South Carolina claims that, by the declaration of inde- 
pendence, she became, and has ever since continued, a 
free, sovereign, and independent State. 

« That, as a sovereign State, she has the inherent power 


compact between independent sovereigns, where, from 
the very nature of things, there can be no common judge 
or umpire, each sovereign has aright ‘to judge as well 
of infractions as of the mode and measure of redress,” so, 
in the present controversy between South Carolina and 
the Federal Government, it belongs solely to her, by her 
Gelegates in solemn convention assembled, to decide whe. 
ther the federal compact be violated, and what remedy 
the State ought to pursue. South Carolina, therefore, 
cannot, and will not, yield to any department of the Fe. 
deral Government a right which enters into the essence 
of all sovereignty, and without which it would become a 
bauble and a name.” 

Such are the doctrines which South Carolina has, 
through her convention, solemnly promulgated to the 
world, and, by them, she will stand or fall. Such were 
the principles promulgated by Virginia in ’98, and which 
then received the sanction of those great men, whose re. 
corded sentiments have come down to us as a light to our 
feet, and a lamp to our path. It is Virginia, and not South 
Carolina, who speaks, when it is said that she ‘* views the 
powers of the Federal Government, as resulting from the 
compact to which the States are parties, as limited by the 
plain sense and intention of the instrument constituting 
that compact, as no further valid than they are authorized 
by the grants enumerated in that compact; and that, in 
case of a deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of 
other powers, not granted by the said compact, the States 
who are parties thereto have the right, and are in duty 
bound, to interpose, for arresting the progress of the 
evil, and for maintaining, within their respective limits, tle 
** authorities, rights, and liberties, appertaining to them.” 

Itis Kentucky, who declared in ’99, speaking in the 
explicit language of Thomas Jefferson, that the ‘ princi- 
ples and construction contended for by members of the 
State Legislatures, (the very same now maintained by the 
President, ) that the General Government is the exclusive 
judge of the extent of the powers delegated to it, stop 
nothing short of despotism; since the discretion of those 
who administer the Government, and not the constitution, 
would be the measure of their powers; that the several 
States who formed the instrument, being sovereign and 
independent, have the unquestionable right to judge of 
the infraction, and that a nullification, by those sovereign- 
|ties, of all unauthorized acts doné under color of that in- 
| strument, is the rightful remedy.” 
| Itis the great apostle of American liberty himself who 
| has consecrated these principles, and left them as a legacy 

to the American people, recorded by his own hand. Its 
by him that we are instructed*—that to the constitutional 
compact ‘‘each State acceded, as a State, and is an in- 
tegral party, its co-States forming, as to itself, the other 
party;” that ‘‘they alone, being parties to the compact, 
are solely authorized to judge, in the last resort, of the 
| powers exercised under it, Congress being not a party, 
| but merely the creature of the compact;” that it becomes 
ja sovereign State to submit to undelegated, and, conse- 
|quently, unlimited power, in no man or body of men 
|upon earth; that where powers are assumed which have 
|not been delegated, (the very case now before us,) & 
| nullification of the act is the rightful remedy; that every 
State has a natural right, in cases not within the compact, 
[casus non faderis,} to nullify, of their own authority, all 
| assumption of power by others, within their limits; and 
| that, without this right, they would be under the domi- 





to do all those acts which, by the law of nations, any | nion, absolute and unlimited, of whomsoever might ex- 
prince or potentate may of right do. That, like all inde- ercise the right of judgment for them,” and that, in case 
pendent States, she neither has, nor ought she to suffer | 
any other restraint upon her sovereign will and pleasure, | 


. ; : ‘ * See original draught of the Kentucky resolutions, in the hand- 
than those high moral obligations under which all princes t < 


writing of Mr, Jefferson, lately published by his grandson. 
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of acts being assed by Congress ‘‘so palpably against | compact made by them be violated; and, consequently, 
the constitution as to amount to an undisguised declara-| that, as the parties to it, they must themselves decide in 
tion that the compact is not meant to be the measure of| the last resort such questions as may be of sufficient mag- 
the powers of the General Government, but that it will} nitude to require their interposition.” 
proceed to exercise over the States all powers whatso-| If this right does not exist in the several States, then it 
ever, it would be the duty of the States to declare the] is clear that the discretion of Congress, and not the con- 
acts void, and of no force, and that each should take} stitution, would be the measure of their powers; and this, 
measures of its own for providing that neither such acts,|says Mr. Jefferson, would amount to the **seizing the 
nor any other of the General Government, not plainly and} rights of the States, and consolidating them in the hands 
intentionally authorized by the constitution, shall be ex-|of the General Government, with a power assumed to 
ercised within their respective territories,” {bind the States not only in cases made federal, but 
It is on these great and essential truths that South Ca-|in all cases whatever; which would be to surrender 
rolina has now acted. Judging for herself as a sovereign | the form of Government we have chosen, to live under 
State, she has pronounced the protecting system, in all its| one deriving its power from its own will.” 
branches, to be a ‘* gross, deliberate, and palpable vicla-| | We hold it to be impossible to resist the argument that 
tion of the constitutional compact;” and, having exhaust-| the several States, as sovereign parties to the compact, 
ed every other means of redress, she has, in the exercise | must possess the power, in cases of ‘‘ gross, deliberate, 
of her sovereign rights, as one of the parties to that|and palpable violation of the constitution, to judge, each 
compact, and in the performance of a high and sacred| for itself, as well of the infraction as of the mode and mea- 
duty, interposed for arresting the evil of usurpation with-| sure of redress,” or ours is a consolidated Government, 
in her own limits, by declaring these acts to be ‘null, | ** without limitation of powers; a submission to which 
void, and no law, and taking measures of her own that/ Mr. Jefferson has solemnly pronounced to be a greater 
they shall not be enforced within her limits.” |evil than disunion itself. If, to borrow the language of 
South Carolina has not “assumed”? what could be con-| Madison’s report, ‘the deliberate exercise of dangerous 
sidered as at all doubtful, when she asserts ‘‘ that the acts | powers, palpably withheld by the constitution, could not 
in question were in reality intended for the protection of justify the parties to it in interposing, even so far as to 
manufactures;” that their ‘operation is unequal;” that arrest the progress of the evil, and thereby to preserve 
“the amount received by them is greater than is required | the constitution itself, as well as to provide for the safety 
by the wants of the Government;” and, finally, ‘‘that|of the parties to it, there would be an end to all relief 
the proceeds are to be applied to objects unauthorized by | from usurped power, and a direct subversion of the rights 
the constitution.” These facts are notorious; these ob-!specified or recognised under all the State constitutions, 
jects openly avowed. The President, without instituting | as well as a plain denial of the fundamental principle on 
any inquisition into motives, has himself discovered and | which our independence itself was declared.”’ 
publicly denounced them; and his officer of finance is,| The only plausible objection that can be urged against 
even now, devising measures intended, as we are told, to| this right, so indispensable to the safety of the States, is, 
correct these acknowledged abuses. that it may be abused: but this danger is believed to be 
It is a vain and idle dispute about words toask whether |altogether imaginary. So long as our Union is felt as a 
this right of State interposition may be most properly | blessing, and this will be just so long as the Federal Go- 
styled a constitutional, a sovereign, or a reserved right. |vernment shall confine its operation within the acknow- 
In calling this right constitutional, it could never have | ledged limits of the charter, there will be no temptation 
been intended to claim it as a right granted by, or derived | for any State to interfere with the harmonious operation 
from, the constitution, but it is claimed as consistent with|of the system. There will exist the strongest motives to 
its genius, its letter, and its spirit; it being not only dis-}induce forbearance, and none to prompt to aggression on 
tinctly understood, at the time of ratifying the constitu-| either side, so soon as it shall come to be universally felt 
tion, but expressly provided for in the instrument itself, | and acknowledged that the States do not stand to the 
that all sovereign rights, not agreed to be exercised con-| Union in the relation of degraded and dependent colo- 
jointly, should be exerted separately by the States. Vir-| nies, but that our bond of union is formed by mutual sym- 
ginia declared, in reference to the right asserted in the| pathies and common interests. The true answer to this 
resolutions of 98, above quoted, even after having fully | objection has been given by Mr. Madison, when he says: 
and accurately re-examined and reconsidered these reso- «It does not follow, however, that, because the States, 
lutions, ‘* that she found it to be her indispensable duty to|as sovereign parties to the constitutional compact, must 
alhere to the same, as founded in truth, as consonant with | ultimately decide whether it has been violated, that such 
the constitution, and as ,conducive to its welfare,” and|a decision ought to be interposed either in a hasty man- 
Mr. Madison himself asserted them to be perfectly ‘‘con-|ner, or on doubtful and inferior occasions. Even in the 
stitutional and conclusive.”’ case of ordinary conventions between different nations, 
It is wholly immaterial, however, by what name this] it is always laid down that the breach must be both wilful 
right may be called, for if the constitution be a ‘‘com-/and material to justify an application of the rule. But in 
pact to which the States are parties,” if ‘acts of the|the case of an intimate and constitutional union, like that 
Federal Government are no further valid than they are lof the United States, it is evident that the interposition 
authorized by the grants enumerated in that compact,” |of the parties, in their sovereign capacity, can be called 
then we have the authority of Mr. Madison himself for | for by occasions only deeply and essentially affecting the 
the inevitable conclusion that it is ‘*a plain principle, il-| vital principles of their political system.” , 
lustrated by common practice, and ¢ ssential to the nature Experience demonstrates that the danger 13 not that a 
of compacts, that when resort can be had to no tribunal | State will resort to her sovereign rights too frequently, 
superior to the authority of the parties, the parties them-|or on light and trivial occasions, but that she may shrink 
selves must be the rightful judge, in the last resort, whe- | from asserting them as often as may be necessary. — 
ther the bargain made has been pursued or violated.” | It is maintained by South Carolina that, according to 
The constitution, continues Mr. Madison, ‘‘ was formed |the true spirit of the constitution, it becomes Congress, 
by the sanction of the States, given by each in its sove-|in all emergencies like the present, either to remove eo 
reign capacity; the States then being parties to the con-|evil by legislation, or to solicit of the States the call of a 
stitutional compact, and in their sovereign capacity, it fol-|convention; and that, on a failure to obtain, by the con- 
lows, of necessity, that there can be no tribunal above |sent of three-fourths of all the States, an amendment giv- 
their authority, to decide, in the last resort, whether the |ing the disputed power, it must be regarded as never hay- 
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ing been ed to be given. These principles have| more than two years ago. Let them not so far deceive 
been distinctly recognised by the President himself in his| themselves on this subject as to persevere in a course 
message to Congress at the commencement of the pre-| which must, in the end, inevitably produce a dissolution 
sent session, and they seem only to be impracticable ab-| of the Union, under the vain expectation that the great 
surdities when asserted by South Carolina, or made appli-| body of the people of South Carolina, listening to the 
cable to her existing controversy with the Federal Go-| counsels of the President, will acknowledge their error, 
vernment, ; or retrace their steps, and, still less, that they will be 


intend 


But it seems that South Carolina receives from the Pre- 
sident no credit for her sincerity, when it is declared, 
through her Chief Magistrate, that ‘*she sincerely and 
anxiously seeks and desires” the submission of her griev- 
ances to a convention of all the States. ‘*The only al- 
ternative (says the President) which she presents, is the 
repeal of all the acts for raising revenue; leaving the Go- 
vernment without the means of support, or an acquies- 
cence in the dissolution of our Union.” South Carolina 
has presented no such alternatives. If the President had 


driven from the vindication of their rights by the intima 
tion of the danger of domestic discord, and threats of 
lawless violence. The brave men who have thrown 
themselves into the breach in defence of the rights and 
liberties of their country, are not to be driven from their 
holy purpose by such means. Even unmerited obloquy, 
and death itself, have no terrors for him who feels a 
knows that he is engaged in the performance of a sacr 
duty. The people of South Carolina are well aware that, 
however passion and prejudice may obtain, for a season, 


ed 


read the documents which the convention caused to be| the mastery of the public mind, reason and justice must, 
forwarded to him for the express purpose of making| sooner or later, reassert their empire; and that, whatever 
known her wishes and her views, he would have found] may be the event of this contest, posterity will do justice 
that South Carolina asks no more than that the tariff should| to their motives, and to the spotless purity and devoted 
be reduced to the revenue standard; and has distinctly} patriotism with which they have entered into an arduous 
expressed her willingness that ‘*an amount of duties sub-| and most unequal conflict, and the unfaltering courage with 
stantially uniform should be levied upon protected as} which, by the blessing of Heaven, they will maintain it. 

well as unprotected articles, sufficient to raise the reve-| ‘The whole argument, so far as it is designed, at this 
nue necessary to meet the demands of the Government| time, to enter into it, is now disposed of; and it is neces 
for constitutional purposes.” He would have found, in| sary to advert tosome passages in the proclamation which 
the exposition put forth by the convention itself, a distinct! cannot be passed overin silence. The President distinctly 
appeal to our sister States for the call of a convention, and| intimates that it is his determination to exert the right of 
the expression of an entire willingness, on the part of} putting down the opposition of South Carolina to the ta 
South Carolina, to submit the controversy to that tribu-| riff by force of arms. He believes himself invested with 
nal. Even at the very moment when he was indulging! power to do this under that provision of the constitution 
in these unjust and injurious imputations upon the peo-| which directs him ‘to take care that the laws be faith. 
ple of South Carolina, and their late highly respected] fully executed.” Now if by this it was only meant to be 
Chief Magistrate, a resolution had actually been passed] asserted that, under the laws of Congress, now of force, 
through both branches of our Legislature, demanding a| the President would feel himself bound to aid the civil tri- 
call of that very convention to which he declares that she| bunals in the manner therein prescribed, supposing such 


had no desire that an appeal should be made. 
It does not become the dignity of a sovereign State to 


notice, in the spirit which might be considered as belong-| 


ing to the occasion, the unwarrantable imputations in 
which the President has thought proper to indulge in re 
lation to South Carolina, the proceedings of her citizens 
and constituted authorities. He has noticed, only to give 
it countenance, that miserable slander which imputes the 


noble stand which our people have taken in defence of} 


their rights and liberties, to a faction instigated by the 
eiforts of a few ambitious leaders who have got up an ex- 
citement for their own personal aggrandizement. The 
motives and characters of those who have been subjected 
to these unfounded imputations, are beyond the reach of 
the President of the United States. The sacrifices they 
have made, and difficulties and trials through which they 
may have yet to pass, will leave no doubt as to the disin- 
terested motives, and noble impulses of patriotism and ho- 
nor by which they are actuated. Could they have been 
induced to separate their own personal interests from 
those of the people of South Carolina, and have consent- 
ed to abandon their duty tothe State, no one knows bet- 


ter than the President himself that they might have been| 


|laws to be constitutional, no just exception could be 
| taken to this assertion of Executive duty; but if, as is ma 
| nifestly intended, the President sets up the claim to judge 
for himself in what manner the laws are to be enforced, 
and feels himself at liberty to call forth the militia, and 
leven the military and naval forces of the Union, against 
the State of South Carolina, her constituted authoritic 
|} and citizens, then it is clear that he assumes a power not 
| only not conferred on the Executive by the constitution, 
| but which belongs to no despot upon earth exercising a 
| less unlimited authority than the Autocrat of all the Rus 
| sias—an authority which, if submitted to, would at onc 
| reduce the free people of these United States to a stat 
‘| the most abject and degraded slavery. But the Pres 
|dent has no power whatsvever to execute the laws, ex 
cept in the mode and manner prescribed by the laws 
themselves. On looking into these laws, it will be seen 
that he has no shadow or semblance of authority to exc 
cute any of the threats which he has thrown out 
the good people of South Carolina. The act of 28th Fe 
| bruary, 1795, gives the President authority to call forth 
| the militia in case of invasion ‘* by a foreign nation or | 
| dian tribe.” By the second section of that act, it is pré 


honored with the highest manifestations of public re-| vided that ‘* whenever the laws of the United States shall 
gard; and, perhaps, instead of being the objects of vitu-| be opposed, or the execution thereof obstructed, in any 
peration, might, even now, have been basking in the sun-| State, by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by 
shine of Executive favor. This topic is alluded to merely | the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or by the 
for the purpose of guarding the people of our sister States} powers vested in the marshals by this act, it shall be law 
against the fatal delusion that South Carolina has assumed) ful for the President of the United States to call forth the 
her present position under the influence of a temporary | militia of such State, or of any other State or States, as 
excitement, and to warn them that it has been the result | may be necessary to suppress such combinations, an 
of the slow but steady progress of public opinion for the| cause the laws to be duly executed.” 

last ten years: that it is the act of the people themselves, The words here used, though they might be suppos¢ d 
taken in conformity with the spirit of resolutions repeat-} to be very comprehensive in their import, are restraine 
edly adopted in their primary assembles, and the solemn| by those which follow. By the next section it is declared 
determination of the Legislature, publicly announced|that * whenever it may be necessary, in the judgment of 
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the President, touse the military force hereby directed | 
to be called forth, the President shall forthwith, by pro-| 
clamation, command such insurgents to disperse, and re- 
tire peaceably to their respective abodes within a limited | 
time.” On reading these two sections together, it is| 
manifest that they relate entirely to ae of indi-| 
viduals, acting of themselves without any lawful author- 
ity. The constituted authorities, acting under the laws of| 
the State, and its citizens yielding obedience to its com- 
mands, cannot possibly be considered as a mere mob, | 
ae combinations against the authority and laws of| 
the Union, to be dispersed by an E xecutive proclama- | 
tion; and any attempt so to treat them would be a gross| 
and palpable violation of the sovereign authority of the | 
State, and an offence punishable criminally in her own| 
courts. Whether the late proclamation of the President | 
was intended as a compliance with the provisions of this | 
act, does not very clearly appear; but if 80, it can only 
be considered as directed against the State, since the laws| 
of the United States have certainly not been forcibly ob- 
structed by combinations of any sort, and it is ce rtainly 


' 
worthy of observation that the command extended to the | 


pe ople is not that they should di isperse, but that they 
should reassemble in convention, and repeal the obnox- 
ious ordinance. 

The power of the President, so far as this subject is 
embraced, in relation to the army and navy, is exactly co-| 
extensive with that over the militia. By the first section | 
of the act of 3d March, 1807, it is expressly provided, 
that, in all cases of ** obstruction to the laws of the United 
States, or of any individual State, where it is lawful for 
the President to call forth the militia for the purpose of 
causing the laws to be duly executed, it shall be lawful 
for him to employ, for the same purpose, such part of 
the land or naval force of the United States as may be ne- 
cessary, having first observed all the prerequisites of the | 
law in that respect.’ Here, then, it is seen that, unless the 
President is resolved to disregard all constitutional obli-|t 
gations, and to trample the laws of his country under his 
feet, he has no authority whatever to use force against 
= State of South Carolina; and should he attempt to do 

), the patrietic citizens of this State know too well their 
own rights, and have too sacred a regard to their duties, 
to hesitate one moment in repelling invasion, come from 
what quarter it may. Could they be deterred by the 
threats of lawless violence, or any apprehension of conse-| 
quences, from the faithful performance of their duty, they | 
vould feel that they were the unworthy descendants of 
the ** Pinckneys, Sumters, and Rutledges, and a thousand 
other names which adorn the pages of our revolutionary | 
history,” some of whom have just gone from among us, 
anc 1 been gathered to their fathers, leaving as a legacy 
their solemn injunction that we should never abandon this 
contest until we sh: all have obtained ‘‘a fresh understand- 
i s of the bargain,” and restored the liberties for which 

ey fought and bled. Others still linger among us, 
mating us by their ex: ample, and e xhorting us to maintain 
that «© solemn ordinance and which they 
have subscribed with o ir own names, and in support of 
which they have ** pled ged their lives, thei ir fortunes, and 
their sacred honer.”’ 

The annals which = the 
show us that rulers in every 


declaration” 


struggles of freedom, | 
age and every country, jea- 


lous of their power, have eths l to the very same means | 


to extinguish in the bosom of man that noble 
jil de rty 


instinct of 
whit 1 prompts him to resist oppression. ‘The 
system by which tyrants in every age have attempted to 
obliterate this sentiment, and to crush the spirit of th 
people, consists in the skilful employment of promises 
and threats, in alternate efforts to encourage their hopes 
and excite their fears; to show that existing evils are ex- 
aggerated, the danger of resistance great, and the diffi- 
culties in the 


ani- 


way of success insuperable; and, finally, to} 
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sow dissensions among the people by creating jealousies, 
land exciting a distrust of those whose counsels and ex- 
lample may ‘be supposed to have an important bearing on 
the success of their cause. 
These, with animated appeals to the loyalty of the peo- 
ple, and an imposing array of military force, constitute 
|the means by which the people have in every age been 
reduced to slavery. When we turn to the pages of our 
|own history, we find that such were the measures resorted 
to at the commencement of our own glorious revolution, 
to keep our fathers in subjection to Great Britain; and 
such are the means now used to induce the people of Ca- 
rolina to ** retrace their steps,”’ and to remain forever de- 
graded colonists, governed not in reference to their own 
interests, but the interests of others. Our fathers were 
| told, as we now are, that their grievances were in a great 
measure imaginary. They were promised, as we have 
| been, that those grievances should be redressed. They 
were told, as we now are, that the people were misled by 
ja few designing men, whose object was a dissolution of 
the Union, and their own self- -aggrandizement. ‘They 
were told, as we now are, of the danger that would be 
incurred by disobedience to the laws. The power and 
resources of the mother country were then, as now, 
| ostent: atiously displayed in insulting contrast with the scat- 
| tered population and feeble resources on which we could 
alone rely. And the punishment due to treason and re- 
bellion were held out as the certain fate of all who should 
| di sregard the paternal efforts of their royal master to 
bring back his erring children to the arms of their indul- 
gent mother. They were commanded, as we have been, 
to ‘retrace their steps.” But, though divided among 
themselves, to a greater extent than we are now, without 
an organized Gov rnment, and destitute of arms and re- 


sources of every description, they bid defiance to the 
} a i > - 


wre power, and refused obedience to his commands. 
They incurred the legal guilt of rebellion, and braved 
ie duncan, both of the scaffold and the field, in oppo- 
sition to the colossal power of their acknowledged sove- 
reign, rather than submit to the imposition of taxes light 
and inconside: able in themselves, but imposed without 
their consent, for the benefit of others. And what is our 
| present condition? We have an organized Government, 
and a population three timesas great as that which existed 
in’76. Weare maintaining, not only the rights and liber- 
ties of the people, but the sovereignty of our own State, 
against whose authority rebellion may be committed, but 
in obedience to whose commands no man can commit 
jtreason. Weare struggling against unconstitutional and 
|oppr essive taxation imposed. upon us, n¢ yt only without our 
| cons ent, but in defleace of our repeated remonstrances 
and solemn protests. In such a quarrel, our duty to our 
le ol intry, oO woe Ives, and our posterity, is too pk iin to oe 
| mist: ken. Wew ill stand upon the soil of Carolin r 
maintain the sovere ign authority of the State, or be buri¢ 
yeneath its ruins. As unhappy I Poland fell before th 
pe ywer of the Autocrat, so may Carolina be crushed by 
the power of her enemies; but Poland was not sunreund 
ed by free and independent State like her- 
| self, in pt iaientinds the establishment of the very tyranny 
wh ic oo 1ey are called upon to impose upon a sister State. 
If, i 1 spite of our common kindred, and inte- 
rious recollections of the p: st, and the proud 
hopes of the future, South Carolina should be coldly aban- 
doned to her fate, and reduced to subjection by an unholy 
combin: 0 among her sister States, which is believed to 


be utterly t 
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possible, and the doctrine 
the Presi ide ad are to become the 
system cemented by the blo 
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of God, no people can be deprived without their own 
consent—-the proud consciousness of having done their 
duty. If our country must be enslaved, let her not be 
dishonored by her own sons! Let them not ‘forge the 
chains themselves by which their liberties are to be ma- 


legiance tothe State; I charge you to be faithful to your 
duty as citizens of South Carolina, and earnestly exhort 
you to disregard those ‘* vain menaces” of military force, 
which, if the President, in violation of all his constitutional 
obligations, and of your most sacred rights, should be 


nacled.” tempted to employ, it would become your solemn duty, at 

The President has intimated in his proclamation that a _ hazards, to resist. I require you to be fully prepared 
‘* standing army” is about to be raised to carry secession|to sustain the dignity, and protect the liberties of the 
into effect. South Carolina desires that her true position |State, if need be, with ‘* your lives and fortunes.” And 
shall be clearly understood, both at home and abroad. |may that great and good Being,who, as a ‘father, careth 
Her object is not ‘‘ disunion;” she has raised no *¢ standing | for his children,” inspire us with that-holy zeal in a good 
army ;” and if driven to repel invasion or resist aggression, |cause, which is the best safeguard of our rights and 


she will do so by the strong arms and stout hearts of her 
citizens. South Carolina has solemnly proclaimed her 
purpose; that purpose is the vindication of her rights. 
She has professed a sincere attachment to the Union; and 
that, to the utmost of her power, she will endeavor to 
preserve it, ‘* but believes that, for this end, it is her duty 
to watch over and oppose any infraction of those princi- 
ples which constitute the only basis of that Union, be- 
cause a faithful observance of them can alone secure its 
existence; that she venerates the constitution, and will 
protect and defend it ‘against every aggression, either 
foreign or domestic;’ but, above all, that she estimates, as 
beyond all price, her liberty, which she is unalterably de- 
termined never to surrender while she has the power to 
maintain it.” 

The President denies, in the most positive terms, the 
right of a State, under any circumstances, to secede from 
the Union, and puts this denial on the ground ‘‘that, from 
the time the States parted with so many powers as to con- 
stitute jointly with the other States a single nation, they 
cannot, from that period, possess any right to secede.” 
What then remains of those ‘‘ rights of the States’ for 
which the President professes so ** high a reverence?” In 
what do they consist? And by what tenure are they held? 
The uncontrolled will of the Federal Government. Like 
any other petty corporation, the States may exert such 
powers, and such only, as may be permitted by their su- 
periors. When they step beyond these limits, even a 
federal officer will set at naught their decrees; repeal 
their solemn ordinances; proclaim their citizens to be 
traitors, and reduce them to subjection by military force; 
and if, driven to desperation, they should seek a refuge 
in secession, they are to be told that they have bound 
themselves to those whe have perpetrated or permitted 
these enormities, in the iron bonds of a *‘ perpetual Union.” 

If these principles could be established, then, indeed, 
would the days of our liberty be numbered, and the re- 
public will have found a master. If South Carolina had 
not already taken her stand against the usurpation of the 
Federal Government, here would have been an occasion 
when she must have felt herself impelled, by every im- 
pulse of patriotism, and every sentiment of duty, to stand 
forth in open defiance of the arbitrary decrees of the Ex- 
ecutive, when a sovereign State is denounced, her autho- 
rity derided, the allegiance of her citizens denied, and 
she is threatened with military power to reduce her to 
obedience to the will of one of the functionaries of the 
Federal Government, by whom she is commanded to 
“tear from her archives’ her most solemn decrees. 
Surely the time has come when it must be seen whether 
the people of the several States have, indeed, lost the 
spirit of the revolution, and whether they are to become 
the willing instruments of an unhallowed despotism. In 
such a sacred cause, South Carolina will feel that she is 
striking not for her own, but the liberties of the Union 
and the rights of man; and she confidently trusts that the 
issue of this contest will be an example to freemen, and 
a lesson to rulers throughout the world. 

Fellow-citizens: In the name and behalf of the State 
of South Carolina, [ do once more solemnly warn you 
against all attempts to seduce you from your primary al- 


liberties. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 
the State to be hereunto affixed, and have 
signed the same with my hand. Done at Co. 
lumbia, this twentieth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-two, and in the independence 
of the United States the fifty-seventb. 

ROBERT Y. HAYNE. 

| By the Governor: 

Samvurt Hammonn, Secretary of State. 


[u. s.]} 


No. 14. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 


Heap Quarters, Columbia, Dec. 20, 1832. 


The Legislature having, at their session which has just 
iclosed, passed an act authorizing the Governor to accept 
\the services of volunteers who will hold themselves in 
|readiness to take the field at a moment’s warning, should 

it become necessary to call upon them, to suppress insur- 
rection, repel invasion, or support the civil authorities in 
the execution of the laws, public notice is hereby given 
to all the patriotic citizens of the State, that their services 
as volunteers will be accepted, either individually, or by 
companies, troops, battalions, divisions, or regiments, of 
artillery, cavalry, or riflemen. Where volunteer compa- 
nies now existing, or hereafter to be raised, and consist- 
ing of not less than forty nor more than one hundred 
effective men, shall offer their services, they will be re- 
ceived as a whole, with their own officers. Any four 
companies that may choose to be joined together, will be 
organized as a battalion, under any field officer they may 
select from the regiment or brigade out of which such 
{battalion may be formed; and any two battalions that may 
[desire to be united, will, in like manner, be formed into a 
|regiment. 
| 


their res 


| 


Volunteers will only be required to do duty in 
pective volunteer companies, and are exonerated 
from all militia duty to which they may now be liable in 
their respective beats, or in the battalions or regiments to 
which they may now belong. Should the volunteers be 
called into actual service, arms will be furnished them, 
jand sooner, should the means at the disposal of the Goy- 
jernor permit. Officers will be appointed in each brigade, 
| who will afford all necessary information, and through 
}whom reports and tenders of service may be made. In 
jthe mean time, all communications will be addressed to 
jthe Governor of the State, in Charleston. 

In making this call in obedience to the direction of the 
Legislature, the commander-in-chief feels the most per- 
fect confidence that it will be responded to with the 
promptness and spirit which has always distinguished 

}gallant sons of Carolina, and that, should their country 
need their services, they will be found at the post of honor 
and of duty, ready to lay down their lives in her defence. 

By order of the Governor and commander-in-chief: 

JOHN B. EARLE, .4dj. Gen. 


‘ 
t 
the 


Attention Riflemen—Company Orders. 
Cotumbia, December $1, 1852. 
‘The members of the Richland Volunteer Rifle Company 
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are ordered to hold themselves in readiness to march, at a| 
minute’s warning, and without delay, to any point in the} 
State which may be designated by the proper authority, 
to perform such military service, in defence of the State, 
as may be required. Each member will, forthwith, put 
his rifle and accoutrements in complete order; furnish 
himself with a sufficient quantity of powder and ball, a 
coarse homespun knapsack, with a blanket, and the requi- 
site change of clothing. Upon being notified, each man 
will promptly repair to the Town Hall, to be mustered 
into service at the minute designated. Upon the recep- 
tion of marching orders, a field piece will be fired five 
times in succession, as a signal for assembling. 
E. H. MAXCY, Captain. 


N. B. The company will parade on Saturday next, the 
5th of January, 1833, at ten o’clock A. M., for drill and 
target firing. And on the same day, at nine A. M.acourt 
martial will be held at the captain’s office, for the trial of 
defaulters at all previous musters, and the last regimental 
review. 





Message from the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, the 
orders given to the land and naval forces at Charleston. 


on9 


Wasutneron, Feb. 12, 1233. 


To the Senate: 


In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, re- 
questing the President of the United States to lay before 
it *copies of the orders which have been given to the 
commanding officers of the military forces assembled in| 
and near tothe city of Charleston, South Carolina, and | 
also copies of the orders which have been given to the| 
commander of the naval forces assembled in the harbor of} 
Charleston, particularly such orders, if any such have| 
been given, to resist the constituted authorities of the| 
State of South Carolina within the limits of said State,” 
Itransmit, herewith, papers numbered from oneto seven- 
teen, inclusive, embracing the orders which have been} 
given to the commanding officers of the land and naval 
forces assembled in and near the city of Charleston, and 
within the limits of the State of South Carolina, and| 
which relate to military operations in that quarter. No| 
order has at any time been given, in any manner incon- | 
sistent therewith. There is a part, however, of the letter 
of the Secretary of War, dated December 3d, 1832, | 
omitted, which, being conditional in its character, and| 
not relating to the operations of the troops, it is deem-| 
ed improper, in the present state of the service, to com-| 
municate. 

No order has, at any time, been given ‘‘to resist the 
constituted authorities of the State of South Carolina | 
within the chartered limits of said State.” 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


[CONFIDENTIAL. | 
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port, from time to time, of all your proceedings, while 
commander of the station at Charleston, South Carolina. 
I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY. 
Com. Jesst D. Exrtiorr, 
Com’g naval station, Charleston, S. C., Norfolk, Va. 


[CONFIDENTIAL. ] 
Navy Derartment, December 12, 1832. 


Sir: You are directed, whenever ready again for sea, 
to proceed to the port of Charleston, South Carolina, 
and carry out as passenger there Commodore Jesse D. 
Elliott, the commander of that station. 

You will remain there till further orders from the de- 
partment, taking special care to give to all our citizens 
and navigation in that neighborhood all needful protec- 
tion in their accustomed lawful pursuits. 

In the present inflamed condition of the public mind 
in a portion of the community there, you will use scrupu- 
lous caution to give no just occasion for offence, and will 
enjoin on your officers and crew the utmost moderation 
and forbearance in their deportment, consistent with their 
duty to the laws and constitution. 

Your acts will be confined entirely to the defensive— 
giving relief to those in distress, and to those under at- 
tacks from illegal force, and will exercise the greatest 
vigilance to co-operate with the commander of the forts 
in that neighborhood in defending the public works and 
public property from aggression, injury, or capture, by 
any violent or illegal assaults from any quarter whatever. 

You will consult and obey the commander at that sta- 
tion in any exigency; and should another vessel of war of 
the United States touch at the same port while you re- 
main there, you can extend your cruise to the port of Sa- 
vannah; and itis hoped a cordial union will exist in all 
your proceedings. Lam, &c., 

LEVI WOODBURY. 





Lieut. Wu. Mrrvine, 
Com’g U. 8. sch’r Experiment, Norfolk, Va. 


[CONFIDENTIAL. ] 
Navy Derarrurnt, December 19, 1832. 
You are directed, as soon as the Natchez shall be 
ready for sea, to proceed to the port of Charleston, South 
Carolina, and carry out with you as passenger from Nor- 


Sin: 


| folk, should he be there, and request it, Commodore Jes- 


se D. Elliott, the commander of the Charleston station. 
After reaching Charleston, you will remain there till fur- 
ther orders from this department, taking especial care to 


| give to all our citizens and navigation in that neighbor- 


hood all needful aid and protection in their accustomed 
lawful pursuits. 

In the present excited state of feeling of a portion of 
the community there, you will use scrupulous caution to 
give no just occasion for offence, and will enjoin on your 
officers and men the utmost moderation and forbearance 
in their deportment, consistent with the fulfilment of their 





Navy DepartTMENT, 
December 12, 1832. 
Sir: The Experiment and Natchez will both sail as 
soon as practicable, and touch at the port of Charleston, 
South Carolina. 


duty to the constitution and laws. 

Your acts are to be confined entirely to the defensive— 
giving relief to those in distress, and to those under at- 
tacks from illegal force, and vigilantly co-operating with 
the commanders of the forts in that neighborhood in de- 


You can take passage in either to your station, and will, | fending the public works and public property from ag- 


when necessary, after perusing the instructions given to 
their commanders, issue any orders to either within the 


tenor of those instructions, which your skill and expe-} 


rience may deem necessary. 
I wish you, before they sail, to give every caution and 


advice to them, as to their passage, at this inclement sea-| 
son, and to see that they have on board suitable charts, | 


gression, injury, or capture, by any violent or illegal as- 
|saults from any quarter whatever. 

You will consult and obey the commander of that sta- 
tion in any exigency; and it is hoped a cordial union will 
{exist in all your proceedings. 
lam, &c., 


LEVI WOODBURY. 





chronometers, &c., for the voyage. 
You are requested to furnish me with a particular re- 


Master Com’t Jno. P. ZANTZINGER, — 
Com’g U.S. ship Natchez, Norfolk, Va. 
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Navy Department, December 24, 1832. 

Sin: Among the duties entrusted to you while on the 
Atlantic coast the present winter, is that of seeking, by 
every judicious means, the safety of our coasting naviga- 
tion, and vessels coming home from abroad at this incle- 
ment season. 

After arriving at Charleston, and making it your station 
till other orders, you will, occasionally, after storms and 
inclement weather, cruise at some distance up and down 
the coast, and, if finding any vessels in distress, yield them 
all practicable aid. 

Lam, respectfully, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY. 

Lieut. Wm. Mervine, | 


Com’g U. S. sch’r Experiment, Norfolk, Va. | 


Navy Depanrment, December 24, 1832. 

Sir: Among the duties entrusted to you while on the 
Atlantic coast the present winter, is that of seeking, by 
every judicious means, the safety of our coasting naviga- 
tion, and vessels coming home from abroad at this incle- 
ment season. 

After arriving at Charleston, and making it your station 
until other orders, you will, occasionally, after storms and 
inclement weather, cruise at some distance up and down | 
the coast; and, if finding any vessels in distress, yield them | 
all practicable aid. 

I am, respectfully, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY. 

Master Com’t Jno. P. ZanrTzmncer, 

Com’g U. 8. ship Natchez, Norfolk, Va. 


Heap QUARTERS orf THE ARMY, 
Washington, October 29, 1832. 
Srr: From the information which has been received by 
the Executive, it is deemed necessary that the officers in | 
the harbor of Charleston should be advised of the possi- 
bility of attempts being made to surprise, seize, and oc- 
cupy the forts committed to them. You are, therefore, 





especially charged to use your utmost vigilance in coun- 
teracting such attempts. You will call personally on the 
commanders of Castle Pinckney and Fort Moultrie, and 
instruct them to be vigilant to prevent surprise in the 
night, or by day, on the part of any set of people what- 
ever, who may approach the forts with a view to seize 
and occupy them. You will warn the said officers that } 
such an attempt is apprehended, and that they will be held | 
responsible for the defence, to the last extremity, of the | 
forts and garrisons under their respective commands, | 
against any assault, and also against intrigue and surprise. 

The attempt to surprise the forts and garrisons, it is ex- 

pected, will be made by the militia, and it must be guard- | 
ed against by constant vigilance, and repelled at " 

hazard. These instructions you will be careful not to | 
show to any persons, other than the commanding officers | 


of Castle Pinckney and Fort Moultrie. They are to be | 


every |! 


considered by you and them as strictly confidential, and 
will govern you and them as commanders in the harbor. | 
| 


I am, sir, respectfully yours, 

A. MACOMB, 

Major General commanding. 
To Brevet Major J. F. Heireman, 

Com’g the troops of the U. 8S. in Charleston, 
and in the harbor of Charleston, 8. C. 
ApsvutantT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Washington, November 6, 1832. 
Sir: The General in Chief directs that you order Cap- 
tain Ripley, with his company (B) of the 4th regiment of 
artillery, to proceed forthwith to Fort Moultrie, in the 
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harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, with further orders 
to report his arrival at the post to the commanding officer 
of the troops on the Charleston station. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, 
Adjutant General. 
Brevet Colonel Eustis, 
Ath artillery, com’g Fort Monroe, Va. 


ApsvutTant GENERAL’s OrFice, 
Washington, November 7, 1832. 
Sin: The General in Chief directs that you order com 
pany C, of the 1st regiment of artillery, to proceed forth. 
with to Fort Moultrie, in the harbor of Charleston, with 
orders to report to the commanding officers of that post 
and station. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, 
Adjutant General 
Brevet Colonel Eustis, , 
Commanding Fort Monroe, Va. 


Heap QUARTERS or THE Army, 
Washington, November 12, 1852. 
Sir: I have this day received your letter of the Sth in- 
stant. By this time it is expected that the barbette car. 


riages for Castle Pinckney have arrived. I was surprised 


| to find that they had not been shipped many months ago, 


as they were ordered at the same time with the other 
equipments. 

In reply to your inquiry, how you are to act in case the 
authorities of South Carolina should demand possession 
of the citadel, and the arms belonging to the State, I have 
only to say to you that you will, on such demand, eva- 
cuate the citadel, and deliver to the proper authority the 
arms, taking, of course, receipts for the property as usu- 
al. And should the cholera press on you, you are autho- 
rized to retire with your company to Sullivan’s island 
Castle Pinckney, as you may think best. But in the lat- 


or 


| ter case you will write a letter to the Intendant of the 


city, informing him of your intention, and as it has been 
intimated to you that the citadel and arms belonging to 


ithe State will be demanded of you, that you are desirou: 
|of turning them, and all other property in your charge, 


over to the proper authorities, that you will do so on the 
demand of such authorities, and retire from the city. You 


| will, however, take care to secure all the property be- 


longing to the United States that may be of use or valu 
able, and cause to be transferred to Castle Pinckney or 
Fort Moultrie, or both, as, according to your judgment, will 
be most proper. Be careful, and do every thing in writ 
ing in the way of communication with the authorities with 
whom you may act; be courteous and decided, avoiding 
all committal on your part as to hostility; but defend your 
self, if attacked, in conformity with the instructions you 
have received. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

ALEX. MACOMB, 
Major General commanding 
Brevet Major Herteman, 
Commanding in Charleston, 8. C. 


[CONFIDENTIAL. | 
Wasurneton, November 18, 1832 
Sin: The state of affairs in South Carolina has occa- 
sioned much solicitude to the President. He indulges 
the hope that the intelligence and patriotism of her citi 
zens will prevent any infraction of the constitution and 
laws of the General Government. But, while he anxious- 
ly looks for this result, he deems it possible, from the in- 
formation he has, that in the first effervescence of feel- 
ing, some rash attempt may be made by individuals to take 
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~ssession of the forts of the United States in the harbor 
of Charleston. The possibility of such a measure fur- 
nishes a sufficient reason for guarding against it, and the 
president is, therefore, anxious that the situation and 
means of defence of these fortifications should be inspect- 
ed by an officer of experience, who could also estimate 
and provide for any dangers to which they may be expos- 
ed. He has full confidence in your judgment and discre- 
tion, and it is his wish that you repair immediately to 
Charleston, and examine every thing connected with the 
fortifications. You are at liberty to take such measures, 
either by strengthening these defences, or by reinforcing 
these garrisons with troops drawn from any other posts, 
as you may think prudence and just precaution require. 
Your duty will be one of great importance and of great 
delicacy. You will consult fully and freely with the col- 
lector of the port of Charleston and with the district at- 
torney of South Carolina, and you will take no step, ex- 
cept in what relates to the immediate defence and security 
of the posts, without their order and concurrence. 
execution of the laws will be enforced through the civil 
authority, and by the mode pointed out by the acts of Con- 
gress. Should, unfortunately, a crisis arise when the or- 
dinary power in the hands of the civil officers sliall not 
be sufficient for this purpose, the President shall deter- 
mine the course to be taken and the measures to be adopt- 


| 


ed. ‘Till, therefore, you are otherwise instructed, you | 


will act in obedience to the legal requisitions of the pro- 
per civil officers of the United States. 
I will thank you to communicate to me freely and con. 


fidentially upon every topic which you may deem it im- | 
portant for the Government to receive information. \ 


Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scorr, 
Com’g Eastern Department, Washington. 


[CONFIDENTIAL. | 
Department or War, December 3, 1852. 
Sin: Your letter of the 27th ultimo has been received, 
and laid before the President. He is pleased at the dis- 
cretion and judgment manifested by you. 
The course of the Government will be regulated by the 


principles stated in the personal interview I had with you. | 


I cannot but hope that the good sense and patriotism of 


South Carolina will still prevent the occurrence of those | 


consequences which must result from the attempt to en- 
force the ordinance recently passed by the convention of 
that State. 


juty, and only his duty, uncer the constitution and laws | 


of the United States. 

Your position will, for the present, be a proper one at 
Savannah. But of this you will judge, advising the de- 
partment of your movements, and communicating all the 
information in your possession which can be useful to the 
Government in the present extraordinary conjuncture of 
affairs. 

You will please to take care that the defences of the 
forts in the harbor of Charleston be finished as rapidly. as 
possible, and that every necessary step is taken for their 
security. 

Such instructions as your position may require, and as 
the course of events may call for, will be communicated 
to you from time to time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scorr, U. S. Army, Savannah, Ga. 


} 





[orpER No. 109.) 
Heap QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Adjutant General's Office, 
Washington, Dec. 4, 1832. 
Companies B and E of the third regiment of artillery, 
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In any event the President will perform his | 


and companies C and G of the fourth regiment of artille- 
ry, now at Fort Monroe, will forthwith proceed by sea to 
Fort Moultrie, in the harbor of Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, and report for duty. Should these companies not 
be full, they will be completed from the companies re- 
maining at Fort Monroe. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead, of the third regiment of 
artillery, will repair to Charleston, South Carolina, and 
take command of the troops in that harbor. 

Major Bender, Quartermaster, will repair without de- 
lay to Charleston, South Carolina, for duty at thatstation. 

By order of Major General Macomb: 

S. COOPER, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 





ApscTant Generat’s Orrice, 
Washington, December 7, 1832. 


Sin: The General in Chief directs that you order com- 


The |pany G, of the first regiment of artillery, to proceed 


with four companies destined for Fort Moultrie, South 
|Carolina; and that you cause to be sent with the troops 
four twenty-four pounder howitzers, four twelve pound- 
jer field pieces, and eight six pounders, with their equip- 
ments complete; together with fifty rounds of ammuni- 
tion per gun. 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

Commanpine Orricen, Fort Monroe, Va. 


Heap QUARTERS oF THE ARMY, 
Washington, January 24, 1833. 
Sir: From the conversations I have had with the Pre- 
jsident and Secretary of War, it is expected that you will 
be in Charleston harbor by the end of the month. You 
| will therefore avail yourself of the earliest opportunity to 
| proceed to that position, and resume thedirection of the 
|military department. 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Yours, very respectfully, 
A. MACOMB, 
Maj ” General commanding the Irmy. 
Major General Wixrietp Scott, 
inding E ustern D p@ {ment. 





Comm 
| 





| 
Heap QUARTERS or THE ARMY, 
Washington, January 25, 1833. 

Srr: You will receive at Fort Moultrie, or Castle Pinck- 
ney, the collector, and such officers of the customs as he 
may have occasion to employ and take with him; and you 
j} will allow him to remain and establish the custom-house 
| within the post, and afford him all facilities, and also pro- 
itection for that purpose; and in taking and receiving the 
lentries of vessels and their cargoes, and in performing 
ithe other duties necessary by law to be performed at the 
icustom-house: and, further, you will receive, previously to 
ithe removal of the custom-house, and whenever the col- 
jlector may desire it, such of his private property and ef- 
ifects, and also such foreign goods, wares, and merchan- 
|dise as he might find it necessary to send for that purpose 
\for safe keeping, and hold the same under bis direction, 
jand subject to his orders. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, 

Major General commanding the Army. 


To Lieut. Col. James BanKuean, 
Commanding the troops of the 
United States in the harbor of Charleston. 
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ADJUTANT Grwenax’ s Ovrsez, 
Washington, January 26, 1833. 


Sir: As it is probable that the rules and articles of war 
have not been subscribed by many of the officers under 
your command, the General in Chief directs you will, on 
the receipt of this, require all the officers in the harbor of 
Charleston to comply with the first article of the first sec- 
tion of the act for establishing rules and articles for the 
government of the armies of the United States, for which 
purpose I herewith send the rules and articles of war to 
receive the signatures of all the officers, including your 
own, which, when completed, you will transmit to the 
office of the Adjutant General. Should any object to 
sign the articles of war as required by law, you will re- 
port their names accordingly. 

Iam, sir, respectfully, 


R. JONES, 
Adjutant General. 
Col. James Banxuean, 
Commanding Charleston Harbor. 


Deranrment or Wan, January 26, 1833. 

Sin: I have received your letter of the 23d instant, and 
am directed by the President to communicate to you his 
wish that you repair to Charleston with the least possible 
delay, and assume the command of the troops in that 
quarter, under the viewsand instructions heretofore com- 
municated to you. This intimation would have been 
given before, but I supposed it was your intention to re- 
turn, and, therefore, felt unwilling, by any expression of 
my expectation, to hasten it atthe expense, perhaps, of 
inconvenience of yourself. 

An express has been established between here and 
Charleston, and will be continued as long as the state of 
things there may permit and require it. Should, how- 
ever, any circumstance delay or prevent it, you are at full 
liberty, whenever you think the public interest requires 
it, to make other arrangements for the conveyance of 
your despatches. You can employ pilot boatsas you sug- 
gest, when these be necessary. 

I did not know till yesterday that 
ed to Savannah. Your course respecting 


—— was order- 
that officer was 


equally firm and discreet, and met my entire approbation. | 


I have directed he should be immediately relieved, and 
withdrawn from that quarter. 

All your despatches have been communicated to the 
President, and your general views and proceedings have 
been approved by him. The three orders to which you 
refer, I shall briefly advert to. 

It is the most earnest wish of the President that the 
present unhappy difficulties in South Carolina should be 
terminated without any forcible collision; and it his deter- 
mination that, if such collision does occur, it shall not be 
justly imputable to the United States. He is therefore 
desirous that, in all your proceedings, while you execute | 
your duty firmly, you act with as much discretion and 
moderation as possi ble. 
doubted you will adopt. 

Self-defence is a right be longing as much to military bo-}t 
dies as to individuals: and officers, 
forts, are responsible, at all times, for their defence, 
are bo und to use due precaution to avoid danger. 
body of armed men ap proac h Sullivan’s island with appa- 
rently hostile views, it will be proper to pursue the 
course indicated by you to Colonel Bankhead. That is, 
to warn their commanding officer to retire, and to inform 
him of the course which you will be compelled to adopt 
in the event of his continued approach. Should this 
warning be useless, and the armed body attempt to land, 
you will be justified in resisting such attempt. But before 
this unfortunate alternative is resorted to, [rely upon your 
patriotism and discretion, to endeavor, by ‘allreasonable and 


and} 


ject of special consideration. 


| James 





And this course he has never} 


If | 


provide for the employ ment of military force. 
aware that, in suggesting the propriety of providing these 
extraordinary means, the President did not contemplate a 
resort to them only when the laws are “obstructed by 
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peaceable means, toinduce any such armed body to abandon 
their enterprise. The subject iscommitted to you, in the 
full conviction, that while you discharge your duty as an 
officer, you will be mindful of the great delicacy of the 
subject, and of the anxiety of the President to av oid, if 
possible, a resort to force. But whatever the first rights 
of self-defence require, must be done, should a case oc. 
cur involving such a question. 

Your order to Colonel Twiggs was right, in the event 
of his being compelled to abandon his post. But before 
the receipt of your letter, while we were here in much 
anxiety about the arsenal at Augusta, and had not learned 
the prudent measures taken by you for its defence, Colo- 
nel Twiggs was directed to defend himself, if attacked, to 
the last extremity. In such case, your officer must reject 
all other considerations, and maintain his position as long 
as he has the means of resistance. It would certainly be 
better to destroy the arms and ammunition in the arsenal 
than they should fall into the hands of any assailants. But 
that is a result I do not suffer myself to anticipate while 
so valuable an officer as Colonel Twiggs is in command, 
and is supported by an adequate garrison. 

The course you have directed respecting those officers, 
if any there may be who hesitate in their allegiance to 
their country in the hour of trial and peril, meets the en- 
tire approbation of the President. I flatter myself that 
none such will be found; but if there are, they should be 
immediately known, w hen their cases will become the sub. 
When I received your 
letter respecting and —, | 
directed General Macomb to order Colonel Bankhead to 
call upon all the officers under him, who had not already 
done it, to take the oath ofallegiance, and to sign the rules 
and articles of war. 

Since writing the above paragraph, I learn, on inquiry, 
that the directions I gave respecting the oath of allegi- 
ance, were omitted to be carried into effect. I have 
renewed the order. I will thank you to report any facts 
which may come to your knowledge, tending to show 
that, upon the great question of duty, any officer has em- 
braced views which would pr obably unfit him for the 
performance of any trust which might be reposed in him; 
and you are at liberty to order from South Carolina, or 
its borders, any such officer. 

It has been represented that the Martelle Tower, « 
’ island, and the fort at the mouth of Stone inlet, 
might be important positions for you to occupy. Pleas: 
to examine these points, and take such measures on the 
subject as you may deem necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
LEWIS CASS 


Major General Scorr, 
United States Army, New York. 


Hovse or Representatives, February 8, 18 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the message of the President, with 


the accompanying documents, relative to the controvers) 


between the Federal Government’and the State of South 


commanding separate} Carolina, have bestowed on the subject that anxious con- 
| sider ation which its importance so imperiously demands, 
and now report a bill, as the result of their best reflec. 
| tions. 


In preparing this bill, no provision has been made for 


clothing the Executive with any power in addition to that 


which it already has for the purpose of executing the 
laws. Inno view which the committee have been able to 
take of the subject, can they reconcile it to themselves to 
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unlawful combinations, rendering the collection of duties! 
impracticable,” or when their execution is opposed by the 
actual employment of military force by the authority of a 
State. Yet it is respectfully considered, that the exist-| 
ence of this combination, and its unlawfulness, as well as 
the inadequacy of the means provided by the existing) 
laws to overcome it, should be first ascertained and esta-} 
blished by the action of our courts. 

As to the employment of military force by South Caro- 
lina, the most positive assurances are given that nothing} 
of this kind is intended unless in repelling an attack from 
the Federal Government. By delaying, then, any mea- 
sures which could indicate such an intention, we avoid all! 
provocation, and furnish no pretext to South Carolina to 
prepare for such an exigency. 

The committee are fully sensible that the attitude as- 
sumed by South Carolina may seriously embarrass the 
operations of this Government; yet they maintain, that if, 
in a controversy between the General Government and 
one of the States, a resort to the military and naval power 
of the Union can ever be justified, that resort should only | 
be made in the last extremity, and after every other mode | 
of adjustment has failed. While we can never forget that! 
the constitution was founded on the free and voluntary | 
consent of the people of the several States, and that it was| 
the result of compromise, we are equally conscious that it| 
can only be preserved by a spirit of conciliation and for- 
bearance. What would be the consequences of employ- } 
ing force for the purpose of terminating the present un-| 
happy controversy, it is impossible to foresee. The inte- 
rest in the question from which it has originated is not| 
limited to a single State, but extends to an entire section | 
of the country; and, among the unhappy results of the} 
application of force, there is reason to fear that, from a 
controversy between the General Government and a sin- 
gle State, it would extend toa conflict between the two] 
great sections of the country, and might terminate in the| 
destruction of the Union itself. 

But, independent of the danger thus apprehended, and 
even admitting that the dreaded calamity referred to might 
not result from the employment of force as contemplated, 
still it would produce, throughout the Southern country, 
a state of feeling towards the Government, and a deep and | 
settled hostility against the other sections of the Union, 
which every patriot would deplore, and which every| 
statesman should earnestly endeavor to prevent. Influ-| 
enced by these considerations, and anxious to avoid, if 
possible, even the hazard of civil war or bloodshed, 
your committee, in the bill which they herewith submit, 
propose to enlarge the powers and give additional strength | 
to the process of the United States courts, in the hope 
that the energies of the Government, acting through its} 
judicial tribunals, may prove abundantly competent to the 
emergency. 

Ours is essentially a Government of laws; and their en-} 
forcement must mainly depend on enlightened public! 
opinion. So long, then, as these laws are mild and just} 
in their character, and equal and impartial in their op« ra-| 
tion, we need no other guaranty for their execution than} 
the virtue and intelligence of the people. When, there-| 
fore, a law is made by the Government so oppressive and | 
destructive to the interests of the people of one of these| 


States as to determine them to resist it at every hazard, it} 








is evidence of the justice of their complaints, which should | 
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of the present session, earnestly impressed on Congress 
the justice and importance of altering and modifying the 
laws in question; and your committee have no doubt that 
if the recommendations of the Chief Magistrate are carried 
out by the passage of the bill reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, it will tend more effectually to allay 
the excited feeling of the South, toavert the crisis with 
which we are threatened, and to restore harmony to our 
once happy Union, than any provisions which can be 
adopted for the removal of custom-houses, clothing the 
courts with additional powers, or invasion by fleets and 
armies. But, should Congress still refuse to yield to the 
complaints and remonstrances of the South; should that 
feeling of kindness and conciliation so indispensable to the 
preservation of this great confederacy cease to exert its 
influence; and should the laws now in force, together 
with the provisions contained in the bill herewith report- 
ed, be evaded, or successfully resisted, by the State of 
South Carolina, then, and not till then, in the opinion of 
your committee, will it be time for the representatives of 
the American people to consider and decide that most 
delicate and deeply interesting question—the right of the 
Federal Government to reduce one of the sovereign mem- 
bers of this Union to obedience to its laws by military 
force; a power, let it be remembered, that was several 
times proposed to be given in the formation of the federal 
constitution, but never conferred. 

The committee have made no provision for the removal 
of custom-houses, and exaction of cash duties, as suggest- 
ed by the President. Such regulations, especially the 
latter, they conceive would be in violation of those clauses 
of the constitution which declare that ** all duties, imposts, 
and excises shall be uniform throughout the United 
States,” and that ‘*no preference shall be given by any 
regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of one 
State over those of another.” To require the duties on 
goods brought into the ports of one State to be paid in 
cash, and to allow a credit upon those imported into the 
others, would be entirely at variance with that uniformity 
thus required by the constitution, and must give a decided 
advantage to those ports where the credit system prevails, 
over those where cash payments are enforced. It would 
do more; it would be virtually denying to citizens of one 
State privileges which are enjoyed by those of another. 
The merchant at Charleston must pay the custom-house 
duties on receiving his goods, while the merchant at Sa- 
vannah is allowed a credit of from three to twelve months. 
Is this uniformity? Do these merchants enjoy equal pri- 
vileges? 

This objection is attempted to be obviated by allowing 


‘a deduction of the interest, when the duties are required 


to be paid in cash. But where is the merchant who would 
be willing to such an arrangement? Where is the man 
engaged in trade who is content with a profit of six per 
cent. on his capital? If there be indeed no difference be- 
tween the present system of credits, and cash payments 
with a deduction of six per cent., why does not Congress 
at once abolish the former, and avoid not only the expense 
and trouble and litigation occasioned by the non-payment 
of custom-house bonds, but secure the Government against 
the immense losses annually, almost daily, occurring by 
the failures of importing merchants and their sureties? The 
committee doubt whether the importing merchants would 
consent to pay cash duties, if they were offered a deduc- 


not be disregarded; and it is the bounden duty of the/tion of double the legal interest. Indeed, there can be 
Legislature, instead of devising rigorous means to enforce} very little doubt that many of the merchants, even of 


it, to modify the obnoxious law. 


Such is now the case} 


Charleston, would land their goods at Savannah, and in- 


with South Carolina; and, in addition to the unanimous| cur the expense, inconvenience, and additional hazard of 
testimony of her own people, and of a very large portion|reshipping them, rather than be subjected to the pay- 


of the people of the Southern States, as to the injustice | 


and oppression of the tariff laws, she is sustained by a 


great number of our fellow-citizens throughout the Union. | 
rhe President, too, in his message at the commencement 


Vor. IX.—Cec 





ment of the duties in cash. Assuredly the merchants of 
the interior would not hesitate as to which of these ports 
they would, under these circumstances, order their goods. 
Is it not perfectly obvious, then, that, by this ** regulation 
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of revenue,”’ Congress would present strong inducements 
for the landing of goods at Savannah in preference to 
Charleston, and thus give a decided advantage to the one 
port over the other? And can any one believe that, if 
such a regulation were established and long maintained, it 
would not as effectually ruin the trade of Charleston as 
though that port were blockaded, and the entrance of 
merchant vessels entirely prohibited? 

But it may be said that these regulations are general; 
that no particular State is named; that if they apply to 
South Carolina, it is in consequence of her own act, and 
that they will be equally applicable to any other State 
which shall assume the same attitude. The plain answer 
to this argument is, that the constitution has not given to 
Congress the power to make such distinctions under such 
circumstances, or under any circumstances: the provisions 
of the constitution are broad, general, and unqualified. 

Admitting, however, for a moment, the power in ques- 
tion to exist, the committee are of opinion that the exer- 
cise of it, in the manner proposed, would operate with 
peculiar injustice. There are, it is well understood, a 
number of merchants of Charleston, who, notwithstand- 
ing the ordinance of South Carolina, will continue to im- 
port their goods into that port, give their bonds, and pay 
them as heretofore. Now, would it not be contrary to 
the very spirit and genius of our Government, that, on 
account of the acts of the State authorities, or even of the 
great body of the State, these individuals should be depriv- 
ed of privileges secured to the citizens of the other States? 

These considerations are, with your committee, con- 
clusive against the proposition for the exaction of cash 
duties; and, as the removal of the custom-houses seems 
to have been chiefly intended to render that measure the 


SS Sa = | 
Mr. Clay to Mr. Brown, (with enclosure, ) 28th May, 1827, 
Same to same, 17th May, 1828. 

Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Rives, 20th July, 1829. 

Same to same, 2d April, 1830. 

Same to same, (with enclosure,) 20th April, 1830. 
Same to same, 27th September, 1830. 

Same to same, 16th October, 1830. 

Same to same, 8th November, 1830. 

| Same to same, (with enclosure,) 22d December, 1830. 
Same to same, 7th April, 1831. 

; Mr. Livingston to same, 25th June, 1831. 
| Same to Mr. Rives, 4th August, 1831. 

Mr. Brent to same, 9th September, 1831. 

| Mr. Livingston to same, 26th September, 1831. 


| 2. DESPATCHES FROM MINISTERS IN FRANCE. 


| Mr. Brown to Mr. Clay, dated 8th September, 1827. 

; Same to same, 28th December, 1827. 

| Same to same, 27th February, 1828. 

; Same to same, 12th May, 1828. 

Same to same, (with enclosure,) 29th July, 1828. 

} Same to same, 12th November, 1828. 

| Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren, 7th November, 1829. 

; Same to same, 19th November, 1829, 

| Same to same, (with enclosures,) 17th December, 1829, 
| Same to same, (with accompaniment, ) 7th January, 1830. 
| Same to same, ditto, 16th January, 1830. 

Same to same, 28th January, 1830. 

'Same to same, 16th February, 1830. 

| Same to same, (with accompaniments, ) 25th Feb. 1830. 
| Same tosame, ditto, 21st March, 1830. 

Same to same, ditto, 28th March, 1830. 

Same to same, 6th April, 1830. 


more effectual, the committee consider it entirely unne- | Same to same, ditto, 18th May, 1830. 


cessary to provide for such removals. 

The committee have not deemed it necessary to enter 
into many of the important questions presented by the 
documents which have been referred to them. They 
have confined themselves more particularly to the sug- 
gestions of the President as to the alterations and modifi- 
cations necessary for more effectually securing the collec- 
tion of the revenue; and they have considered it due to 
themselves and to the House, as well as to the high source 
from which these suggestions proceed, to state the con- 
siderations by which they have been governed in report- 
ing the bill which is herewith submitted. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS SINCE 1800. 
Hovst or REPresEenTATives, January 18, 1833. 
Message from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting sundry papers upon the subject of claims against 
the French Government for spoliations on American com- 
merce since September, 1800. 


Wasuineton, January 17, 1833. 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
In conformity with a resolution of the House of Repre- 


Same to same, ditto, 20th May, 1830. 

Same to same, ditto, 29th May, 1830. 

| Same to same, ditto, 8th June, 1850. 

| Same to same, ditto, 29th June, 1830. 

Same to same, 17th July, 1850. 

Same to same, 30th July, 1830. 
| Same to same, ditto, 8th August, 1830. 
| Same to same, ditto, 18th August, 1830. 
| Same to same, ditto, 8th September, 1830. 
| Same to same, 18th September, 1830. 
| Same to same, ditto, 29th September, 1830. 

Same to same, 19th October, 1830. 

Same to same, ditto, 20th October, 1830. 
| Same to same, 8th November, 1830. 
| Same to same, (with accompaniment, ) 18th Dec. 1850. 
| Same to same, (with accompaniments, ) 18th Jan. 1851. 
} Same to same, 28th January, 1831. 
| Same to same, (with accompaniment, ) 8th Feb. 1831. 

| Same to same, (with accompaniments, ) 18th Feb. 1851. 
Same to same, 10th March, 1851. 

| Same to same, 30th March, 1831. 

Same to same, 14th April, 1831. 
; Same to same, (with accompaniment, ) 28th April, 1831. 


sentatives of the 11th December last, I herewith transmit | Same to same, ditto, 7th May, 1831. 


** such portions as have not heretofore been communicat- 
ed, of the instructions given to our ministers in France on 


| Same to same, 29th May, 1831. 
Same to same, (with accompaniments,) 14th June, 1851. 


the subject of claims for spoliations since September, | Same to Mr. Livingston, ditto, 29th June, 1831. 


1800, and of the correspondence of said ministers with 


Same to same, 8th July, 1831. 


the French Government, and with the Secretary of State | Same to same, 28th September, 1831. 


of the United States, on the same subject.” 


List of papers transmitted to the House of Representatives, | 
in obedience to their resolution of the 11th December, 1832, 
on the subject of claims against France for spoliations on | 
American commerce since September, 1800. | 

1, INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Mr. Adams to Mr. Brown, dated 25d December, 1825. 
Same to same, 14th August, 1824. 


ANDREW JACKSON. | 
| Extracts from the general instructions of J. Q. Adams, Se- 


| retary of State of the United States, to James Brown, ap 
e 


envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of t 

United States to France, dated at Washington, 23d De- 

cember, 1823. 

«© The subjects of immediate concern in the relations 
between the United States and France, which will require 
your attention, are, 


“> @ 
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**1. The claims of many citizens of the United States 
upon the French Government for indemnity. 

*¢ 2. The pretension raised by the French Government 
to special and exclusive privileges in the ports of Loui- 
siana, by virtue of the eighth article of the Louisiana ces- 
sion convention,” &c. &c. &c. 

* * * * * 

** All these subjects, except the last, [the turning away 
of the Congress irrigate from Cadiz,] have been discussed 
between the two Governments during the missions of 
your predecessors; most of them so fully, that a renewal 
of the discussion can scarcely be expected to adduce any 
novelty of argument or of illustration. All the corre- 
spondence concerning them will be before you, and you 
will, immediately after your reception, earnestly call the 
attention of the French Government to the claims of our 
citizens for indemnity. 

You will, at the same time, explicitly make known 
that this Government cannot consent to connect this dis- 
cussion with that of the pretension raised by France, on 
the construction given by her to the eighth article of the 
Louisiana cession treaty. The difference in the nature 
and character of the two interests is such, that they can- 
not, with propriety, be blended together. The claims 
are of reparation to individuals for their property taken 
from them by manifest and undisputed wrong. The ques- 
tion upon the Louisiana treaty is a question of right upon 
the meaning of acontract. It has been fully, deliberate- 
ly, and thoroughly investigated; and the Government of 
the United States are under the entire and solemn con-| 
viction that the pretension of France is utterly unfounded. | 


desired by France: but to refuse justice to individuals, 
unless the United States will accede to the construction 
of an article in a treaty, contrary to what they. believe to 
be its real meaning, would be not only incompatible with 
the principles of equity, but submitting to a species of 
compulsion derogatory to the honor of the nation.” 

* + * 4 


Mr. Adams to Mr. Brown. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 14, 1824. 

Sim: I have had the honor of receiving your despatches 
to No. 4, inclusive, dated 28th May, with their enclo- 
sures. 

The subject which has first claimed the attention of the 
President, has been the result of your correspondence 
with the Viscount de Chateaubriand in relation to the 
claims of numerous citizens of the United States upon 
the justice of the French Government. 

I enclose, herewith, a copy of a report of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations of the House of Representa- 
tives upon several petitions addressed to that body at their 
last session by some of those claimants, and of a resolu- 
tion of the House adopted thereupon. 

The President has deliberately considered the purport 
of Mr. de Chateaubriand’s answer to your note of the 28th 
of April upon this subject; and he desires that you would 
renew, with earnestness, the application for indemnity to 
our citizens for claims notoriously just, and resting upon 
the same principle with others which have been admitted 
and adjusted by the Government of France. 

In the note of the Viscount de Chateaubriand to you, 
of 7th May, it is said that he is authorized to declare a 
negotiation will be opened with you upon the American 
claims if this negotiation should also include French 
claims, and particularly the arrangements to be concluded 
concerning the execution of the eighth article of the 
Louisiana treaty. 

You are authorized, in reply, to declare that any just 
claims which subjects of France may haye upon the Go- 


{No. 4.] 


We are, nevertheless, willing to resume the discussion, which have hitherto been urged in vain. 
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vernment of the United States will readily be included in 
the negotiation, and to stipulate any suitable provision for 
the examination, adjustment, and satisfaction of them. 

But the question relating to the eighth article of the 
Louisiana treaty is not only of a different character; it 
cannot be blended with that of indemnity for individual 
claims, without a sacrifice, on the part of the United 
States, of a principle of right. The negotiation for in- 
demnity presupposes that wrong has been done; that in- 
demnity ought to be made; and the object of any treaty 
stipulation concerning it, can only be to ascertain what is 
justly due, and to make provision for the payment of it. 
By consenting to connect with such a negotiation that re- 
lating to the eighth article of the Louisiana convention, 
the United States would abandon the principle upon 
which the whole discussion concerning it depends. The 
situation of the parties to the negotiation would be un- 
equal. The United States, asking reparation for admitted 
wrong, are told that France will not discuss it with them 
unless they will first renounce their own sense of right 
to admit and discuss with it a claim, the justice of which 
they have constantly denied. 

The Government of the United States is prepared to 
renew the discussion with that of France, relating to the 
eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, in any manner 
which may be desired, and by which they shall not be 
understood to admit that France has any claim under it 
whatever. 

A change having taken place in the French Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs, it is hoped that a new applica- 
tion in behalf of the claims will be more successful than 
It may, 
perhaps, be proper to offer to discuss further the Loui- 
siana treaty question before entering upon the negotia- 
tion for the claims; but you will not fail to press seriously 
upon the French Government, that, as the United States 
cannot see, in the result of the discussion hitherto, any 
Just claim of France arising from the article of the treaty, 
so, in the persevering refusal of France to discuss and 
adjust the well founded claims of the citizens of the Unit- 
ed States to indemnity for wrongs, unless in connexion 
with one which they are satisfied is unfounded, the United 
States could ultimately perceive only a determination of 
France to deny justice to the claimants altogether. 

From the tenor of the resolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives, a copy of which is enclosed, you will dis- 
cern the necessity of obtaining a positive and ultimate 
answer, in season to be communicated to Congress at an 
early period of their next session. 

Iam, with great respect, &c. &c. &c. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 


JamEs Brown, Esq. &c. &c. &e. 
ENCLOSURES. 


1. Printed report of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions of the House of Representatives on the petition of 
A. Gracie and others, 24th May, 1824. 

2. Copy of a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, 26th May, 1824 


Mr. Clay to Mr. Brown. 


DrEpanTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 28th May, 1827. 


James Brown, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to France: 


Sin: I transmit, herewith, a report from this depart. 
ment to the House of Representatives, made at the last 
session of Congress, in pursuance of a resolution of the 
House, containing a schedule of claims of citizens of the 
United States on foreign Governments, arising out of spo- 
liations committed on our commerce during the wars of 
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the French voveintion. The sahadeae:. is as comprehen- 
sive as the materials in the possession of the department 
would admit; but it is not to be taken as, by any means, 
exhibiting the full amount of the just claims of our citi- 
zens. The common casualties incident to human nature 
have probably prevented the transmission to the depart- 
ment of many claims. Some did not come in until after 
the expiration of the period fixed in the resolution of the 
House of Representatives for their being forwarded to the 
department, and others were received subsequently to 
the presentation of the schedule to the House. The 
claims which are excluded ought not to be considered as 
affected, in the least degree, by their omission. The de- 
sign of the House of Representatives in requiring a state- 
ment of the amount of claims upon foreign Governments, 
was to obtain a general and proximate view of their ex- 
tent, 
those which, from whatever cause, 
warded. 

Although, for the reasons just mentioned, the schedule 
ought to be received as an imperfect exhibit of the total 
number and amount of the claims which it was intended 
to include, the aggregate sum whcih it, in fact, presents, 
is sufficient to enlist the best exertions of the Govern- 
ment to procure for the claimants the indemnity to which 
they are justly entitled. Whether we regard the enor- 
mity of the aggressions out of which those claims spring, 


should not be for- 


the numerous persons interested in the liquidation of 


them, or the vast amount at issue, the Government of the 
United States can never be indifferent to their satisfac- 
tory adjustment; and however unpromising appearances 
may, from time to time, be, it will persevere to the last, 
until indemnity be obtained. 

The schedule was referred, by the House of Represen- 
tatives, to its Committee on Foreign Affairs, which, on 
the 23d of February last, made a report, of which a copy 
is herewith transmitted. The committee conclude their 
report by observing that the confidence which they enter- 
tain **that the measures within the competence of the 
Executive will eventually prove successful, is measured 


by the reliance which is felt in the justice and honor of | 


foreign Governments. Till those measures shall have 
been exhausted, and aay inadequate, the time will not 
have arrived for legislative interference It is the ex- 
pectation of the claimants, of Congress, and of the coun- 
try, that a renewed appeal shall be made, through the 
Executive, to the justice of France. The committee pro- 
perly remark in their report, that ‘justice could not, 
perhaps, with propriety, be enforced from other I 
before, nor Supenes d with after, it shall have been done 
to our citizens by this powerful, prosperous, and mag- 
nanimous State, of whose elevated and liberal policy the 
people of the United States have had too m: iny amy to 
fear a final di fe rence of sentiment on this subject.” It 
should be added that France may be properly considered | 
as the parent source of all the wrongs inflicted by the con- 
tinental Powers, during the revol » on 
commerce of the United States; and both for that r« 
and on account of the greater magnitude of the claims 
upon Fi wh dule, is nearly 
double the amount of those one all the other contine nta 
Governments together an evide 
nation’s taking the lead in ena able 
took the lead in the original ag gressi 
It is, therefore, the Pre t’s 
iwain bring the su bis ct of the ini ric 
vi of the French Government 
faction which has been s« 
executing this duty, it may 
should prese nt to its notice : 
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exhibition of such a review, you a will remind that Govern 
ment that, as early as the 9th November, 1816, Mr. Gal. 
latin transmitted a note to the Duke de Richelieu, fe 
French Secretary of State for the Department of Fore’ 
Affairs, in which he made a general statement of the 
claims of our citizens arising under various illegal acts of 
the French Government, and demanded the indemnity 
due on their account. Having received no answer to that 
note, on the 26th December following Mr. Gallatin re. 
quested an interview for the purpose of communic: ating 
to this Government the result of his application. 
16th of January, 1817, the Duke appointed the 20th of 
the same month for the interview, at which Mr. Gallatin 
reports him to have said, in answer to the basis which he 
had proposed in his note of the 9th November, ‘* that his 
(the Duke’s) offer would fall very short of our demand; 
that he would not go beyond an indemnity for wemels 
burnt at sea, and for those, the proceeds of which had 
been only sequestered and deposited in the Caisse d’ Amor 
tissement.” He added, ‘*that he would make his propo- 
sal in writing, and that this would not be attended with much 
delay.” On the 13th April, 1817, in another interview 
with Mr. Gallatin, he announced ‘‘ that he had concluc 
ed not to give a written answer to the note of the 9th of 
November.” The pretext for this alteration in the Duke’s 
determination was stated to be the unexpected amount of 
claims against France which were brought forward by 
European Powers. He said ‘‘ that, whilst unable to face 
the engagements which superior force had imposed on 
them, it was utterly impossible for his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to contract, voluntarily, new obligations. They 
were not willing te reject, absolutely and definitively, « 
reclamations in toto: they could not, at this time, admit 
them. What he had now verbally communicated could 
not, for many reasons, become the ground of an official 
answer to my note. He had, therefore, concluded that a 
{silent postponement of the subject was the least objec- 
tionable course, since, having now made our demand for 
indemnity, in an official manner, the question would be 
left entire for discussion at some more favorable time, af- 
ter France was, in some degree, disentangled from her 
| pre ‘sent difficulties.” Mr. Gallatin states, ina despatch 
j unde r date the 12th of July, 1817, 


On the 


narrating the sub- 
stance of a conversation recently had with the same French 
minister, that the Duke said ‘*that he wished it to be 
clearly understood that the postponement of our claims 
for spoliations was not a rejection; that a portion of them 
was considered as founded in justice; that he was not 
thorized to commit his Majesty’s Government by any po- 
sitive promise, but that it was their intention to make 
arrangement for the discharge of our just demands as soon 
| as they were extricated from their present embarrass 
| me nts.” In April, 1818, when communicating to the L 
| gislat ive Cham tbe rs of France the engagements which had 
been contracted to foreign Powers, the Duke de Ric! 
lieu uses the following terms: * France is liberated, both 
as to ne and interest, from all the debts contracted 
towards the subjects of the other European Powers pri 
to the 20th November, 1815.” This limitation of the 
ey Mr ition to European p owers, to the exclusion of 
1e United States, was made at the instance of Mr. Galla- 
Bet an . was intended to preclude all st 1ppositio n that 
1 had been taken unfavorable to the Am« 
Mr. a ~ spatch to the Secret rn of 
date the Sd « April, 1818.) On the litl 
of February, 1819, on the occasion of presenting a note 
under that date, to the Marquis Dessolle, a French M 
nister of Foreign Affairs, in behalf of the claim of Mr. Pa- 
rish, Mr. Gallatin invites the attention of that minister to 
the consideration of American claims generally, by refer- 
ring to his official notes to which he had received no an- 
On the 29th December, 1819, the Council of St 

rejected the petition of the proprietors and owners of the 
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American ships Telegraph and Dolly, captured by the 
French frigates Medusa and Nymphe, and subsequently 
purnt atsea. On the 15th March, 1820, Mr. Gallatin ad- 
dressed to Baron Pasquier an official remonstrance against 
that decision, and especially the grounds on which it was 
placed, and he demanded that the subject be laid before 
the King of France, and that the decision be revised and 
rescinded. He was afterwards informed by the Baron, 
that the remonstrance was referred to the Minister of Jus- 
tice, who, to this day, as far as we are informed, has ne- 
ver reported or decided upon it. 

On the 9th May, 1820, yielding to the entreaty of Mr. 
Parish, Mr. Gallatin addressed to Baron Pasquier a note 
in support of the class of claims known under the designa- 
tion of the Antwerp cases, of which Mr. Parish’s was one. 
To this note no answer was ever received. On the 31st| 
October, 1821, Mr. Gallatin addressed another note to) 
Baron Pasquier in behalf of the claim of Richard Paxon, | 
a citizen of the United States, and took that occasion to} 
remind the French minister that his note of the 15th} 
March, 1820, relative to the cases of the Dolly and Tele-| 
graph, was unanswered. To this note no answer was) 
eyer given. Onthe 10th January, 1822, Mr. Gallatin ad- 
dressed a note to the Viscount de Montmorency on the 
subject of the Antwerp claims, in which he discusses the 
subject at large. Neither to this note was any written 
answer given; but, on the 27th January, 1822, (see Mr. 
Gallatin’s despatch to the Secretary of State, of the 28th 
of that month, ) he had a conference with the Viscount on | 
the subject of it, in the course of which, having referred 
him to the previous notes of the 9th November, 1816, 
and the 22d April, 1817, he again pressed the subject of, 
our claims, and stated that, notwithstanding his repeated 
applications during a period of near six years, he had not 
been able to obtain redress in one single instance, and had 
not been even honored with an answer. The Viscount 
Montmorency at once answered, ‘‘ that he had read the 
papers relative to the Antwerp sequestrations, and that 
he was struck with the justice of the claim. Ue regret- 
ted (he added) that the settlement of this reclamation 
should have fallen on the present ministry.” Mr. Galla-| 
tin, in a letter addressed to the Secretary of State, under} 
date the 23d April, 1822, writes: **In several conversa- 
tions I had with the Viscount de Montmorency on the sub-| 
ject of the Antwerp cases, he always evinced a sense of| 
the justice of the claim, and a disposition that indemnity 
should be made, but I have not yet been able to obtain 
an official answer.”? Mr. Gallatin obtained from the Vis-| 
count permission to confer on the subject with Mr. de 
Villele. 


that, although Mr. de Villele was cautious not to commit 








In that conference, it appeared to Mr. Gallatin | 
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ties were arranged in a satisfactory manner. He regret- 
ted, therefore, extremely, that the discussions of the two 
subjects had been separated—one being treated in the 
United States, and the other here; and he asked whether 
it was probable that the result of the negotiation at Wash- 
ington would be known at Paris before the next session of 
the Chambers, which is to take place in June next.” Mr. 
Gallatin adds: ‘*1 must say that these observations did 
not appear to me to be made with an intention of throw- 
ing new obstacles in the way of an adjustment of our 
claims, but for the purpose of stating the difficulties 
which the Government would have to encounter in any 
attempt to effect that object.” 

On the 3d of May, 1822, Mr. Gallatin addressed a let- 
ter to Viscount de Montmorency on the subject of the 
Antwerp claims, and, on the 18th of the same month, he 
had a conference with the Viscount on the subject of the 


| American claims, which turned, principally, on the diffi- 


culties which France would find in effecting an arrange- 
ment with us. The result of a free conversation on what 
was practicable, seemed to be that a definitive agreement 
was preferable to a partial payment, and that the choice 


|must, in that respect, be between the two following 


modes: either the payment of a stipulated sum, in full 
discharge of the demands of the United States for spolia- 
tions, and to be distributed by their Government, or the 
reference of the whole case to a joint commission, which, 
in case of disagreement, would refer the disputed points 
to a sovereign chosen by the two Governments. On the 
Ist of June, 1822, the Viscount Montmorency returned 
an answer to the note of Mr. Gallatin of the 3d of May, in 
which he states: ** The object of your claims is, without 
doubt, interesting to a great number of individuals, and 
we have also individual claims to make, which are like- 
wise of great interest to the subjects of the King whom 
they concern. I would be the first to wish that the Go- 
vernment could be engaged with them; but you are not 
ignorant, sir, that there is, at this moment, at Washing- 
ton, a negotiation which embraces general interests of the 
highest importance to the navigation of France and Ame- 
rica. The King’s Council has judged that it was better 
to put off the examination of the individual claims until 
the negotiation upon the general interests was concluded; 
and, as soon as that shall take place, I shall hasten, sir, to 
move, in the King’s Council, the examination of the 
claims which form the subject of your letter of the 3d of 
May.” 

On the 13th of June, Mr. Gallatin, in a note under that 
date, addressed to the Viscount Montmorency, in reply, 
protested against this new cause of procrastination. 

Meanwhile, the convention of the 24th day of June, 


himself, ** he was already satisfied, from the inspection of| 1822, was concluded at Washington, and, on the 17th of 
the papers in his department, and without having seen| August, Mr. Gallatin, in a note to Mr. de Montmorency, 
my arguments, that the claim was just, and that the ground | informs that minister, ‘*that the cause assigned by your 
assumed by Baron Louis, in his letter to Mr. Parish, was|excellency, in your letter of the 1st of June last, for sus- 
untenable.” Without disputing the justice of the claim, | pending their consideration, being happily removed by 
Mr. Villele suggested several objections, founded on the; the late commercial arrangement, I trust that no further 
magnitude of the wrongs committed by Bonaparte, and | delay will take place, and that, in conformity with the 

alleged impossibility that France should repair them | tenor of that letter, your excellency will be pleased to 
all. ** The payments made by France to other Govern-| bring that important subject before the King 5 Council. ? 
ments were the result of an agreement, (d’une transac-| On the 24th of September, 1822, Mr. Gallatin, in a note 
tion,) founded on equitable principles, and on an abandon- | addressed to the Secretary of State under that date, states: 
ment, on the part of the foreign Powers, of a considerable | ‘I had yesterday a conference with Mr. Villele on the 
part of their claims. It appeared to him impossible that subject of our claims. He expressed his wish that a ge- 
an application for funds should be made to the Chambers neral arrangement might take place, embracing all the 
ior the purpose of satisfying American claims, unless it | subjects of discussion between the two countries: stated 
was also the result of a transaction of a similar nature.’ |those to be, the reclamations of the United States for spo- 

‘Even in that case, the engagement to pay any sum, |liations on their trade; those of France on account of 
at this time, for that object, would, for the reasons al-| Beaumarchais’s claim, and of the vessels captured on the 
ready stated, and for many others arising from the change | coast of Africa, and the question arising under the Louisi- 
of Government, appear extremely hard. The only way |ana treaty; and asked whether I was prepared to nego- 
to render it palatable was, that it should be accompanied | tiate upon all these points. I answered that I was ready 
by the grateful information that our commercial difficul-|to discuss them all, but that I must object to uniting the 
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Louisiana question to that of claims for indemnity, as they 
were essentially distinct; and as I thought that, after all 
that had passed, we had a right to expect that no further 
obstacle should be thrown in the discussion of our claims 
by connecting it with subjects foreign to them.” 

On the 6th November, 1822, Mr. de Villele addressed 
a letter to Mr. Gallatin, in which, after adverting to the 
recent conclusion at Washington of the commercial con- 
vention between the two countries, he proceeds to ob- 
serve: ‘If any partial difficulties shall still remain to be 
removed, they will be easily arranged between two Pow- 
ers, who sincerely wish to establish thcir relations upon 
the most perfect equity. 

“ In this spirit of reciprocal justice, I have received the 
claims which you have done me the honor to transmit to 
me; and, without prejudicing any thing in their regard, I 
must, first of all, sir, remark to you that France has also 
claims pending, or to be produced to the Government of 
the United States. It would appear agreeable to the in- 
terest of the two parties, and to the reciprocity of justice 
and of protection to which the subjects of the two States 
have equally a right, that these affairs should be examined 
and arranged, unanimously by way of negotiation. 

‘* His Majesty’s intention would be, that these claims, 
and the other points in dispute upon which the convention 
of the 24th of June has not been able to pronounce, should 
be the object of this negotiation, in order to terminate si- 
multaneously, and in a definitive manner, every dispute 
between the two States, especially in what concerns the 
duties received in Louisiana on the French commerce, 
contrary to the tenor of the eighth article of the treaty of 
cession. 

**You will only perceive, sir, in this intention of his 
Majesty, the most firm desire of leaving, in future, no 
cause or pretext of misunderstanding or of complaints be- 
tween the two States, and on the part of their respective 
subjects. 

**1f you are authorized, sir, to follow this march, I pray 
you let me know, and I will hasten to demand of the King 
the necessary powers to a negotiator charged with treat- 
ing with you.” 

In his answer, under date of the 12th November, 1822, 
to that letter of Mr. de Villele, Mr. Gallatin says: «1 
have special powers to negotiate a convention providing 
for the just claims of citizens of the United States against 
France, as also for the like claims of French subjects 
against the United States, with such person or persons as 
may have a like authority from his Most Christian Majes- 
ty. As minister of the United States, I am authorized to 
discuss the question respecting the construction of the 
eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, and to give and re- 


me. 
had the honor to have with your excellency on the 23d of 
September, and had accordingly written to my Govern- 
ment, that it was not intended to insist that that subject 
should be blended with that of private claims. It is, in- 
deed, obvious that it would be utterly unjust to make the 
admission of those to depend on the result of a negotiation 
on a subject with which they have no connexion whatever, 
and the difficulties respecting which are of a date poste- 
rior to that of the claims. 

‘* All the representations which his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment has made to that of the United States, whether on 


| 


ceive explanations on that subject, but the negotiation on| Menou, the chargé d’affaires of France. 
that point having been transferred to Washington, no|of that correspondence, the count had offered, for his 
special powers, in that respect, have been transmitted to| Government, to open a negotiation comprehending both 


| 
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they might happen to take a greater interest. The ques. 
tion concerning the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, 
has, in particular, been the subject of a voluminous cor. 
respondence, in the course of which the arguments in 
support of the construction insisted on by each party, re. 
spectively, were made known to the other. I have, in 
the meanwhile, for six years, made unceasing applications 
to his Majesty’s Government for the settlement of claims 
to a vast amount, affecting the interests of numerous indj- 
viduals, and arising from flagrant violations of the law of 
nations, and of the rights of the United States, without 
having ever been able to obtain, to this day, satisfaction 
in a single instance, or even that the subject should be 
taken into consideration and discussed. After so many 
vexatious delays, for which different causes have, at dif. 
ferent times, been assigned, it cannot now be intended 
again to postpone the investigation of that subject, by in 
sisting that it should be treated in connexion with one fo- 
reign to it, and which has already been discussed, The 
United States have at least the right to ask that their de- 
mands should also be examined and discussed, and I trust 
that, since I am authorized to treat as well concerning the 
claims of French subjects against the United States, as 
respecting those of American citizens against France, a 
distinct negotiation to that effect will be opened without 
any further delay.” 

Mr. de Villele, on the 15th November, in reply to Mr. 
Gallatin’s note of the 12th, insists upon the negotiation 
embracing all the points of disagreement between the two 
Governments, and, of course, the construction of the 
eighth article of the treaty of Louisiana, as well as the 
American claims. In transmitting this note to his Govern- 
ment, Mr. Gallatin justly remarks: ‘* The object is tuo 
obvious to require any comment on my part, and this final 
decision leaves me no other course than to refer the whole 
to my Government.” 

The Viscount de Chateaubriand having succeeded Mr. 
de Villele in the French Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Gallatin having, the more he reflected on the subject, 
become better satisfied **that it was impossible that the 


United States should depart from the true construction of 


that article, and acquiesce in that contended for by France, 
and that a renewed discussion on that subject would be 
unprofitable, and lead to no result whatever,” on the 27th 
February, 1823, in a note addressed to the Viscount, ex- 
pressed that conviction. 

Mr. Gallatin having returned to the United States, and 
left at Paris Mr. Sheldon in charge of our affairs, Mr. 
Adams, on the 13th August, 1823, addressed a despatch 
to him, transmitting copies of a corresponcence which 
had passed at Washington between him and the Count de 
In the course 


I had understood, in the course of the conference I| the subjects of American claims, and the construction of 


the eighth article of the treaty of Louisiana. But these 
matters being totally distinct in their nature, the Ameri- 
can Government declined acceding to the proposal to cou- 
ple them together; and Mr. Sheldon was instructed re- 
spectfully to make a representation to that effect to the 
French Government, with the assurance of the readiness 
of this Government to discuss the question upon the Lou- 
isiana convention further if desired by France, but of our 
final conviction that it was not to be blended with the 
claims of our citizens for mere justice. 

Accordingly, on the 11th October, 1823, Mr. Sheldon 


private or on public subjects, have uniformly been taken | addressed a note to Viscount Chateaubriand, remonstrat- 
into consideration, and received that attention to which|ing against the forced connexion between those two sub- 


they were so justly entitled. 


In no instance has the Go-| jects, and insisting upon a dissolution of that connexion, 


vernment of the United States declined to open a discus-| and that the American claims might be taken up ‘on their 
sion on any subject thus offered to their consideration by} own merits, and receive the consideration which they e- 
France, or made it a preliminary condition that the discus-|served, unincumbered with other discussions.” To this 
sion should also embrace some other subject in which | note no answer was received 
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This narrative brings me down to the ‘period of the {different bureaux, and that it could not be very speedily 


commencement of your mission, and, for the purpose of|procured. He asked ‘if our claims might not have been 


extending it out to the present time, I will briefly advert 
to what has occurred on this interesting subject during 
your residence near the French Government. 

On the 23d December, 1823, you were instructed by 
the Secretary of State, ‘*immediately after your recep- 
tion, earnestly to call the attention of the French Govern- 
ment to the claims of our citizens for indemnity. You 
will, at the same time, explicitly make known that this 
Government cannot consent to connect this discussion 
with that of the pretension raised by France on the con- 
struction given by her to the eighth article of the Louisi- 
ana cession treaty. The difference in the nature and cha- 
racter of the two interests is such, that they cannot, with 
propriety, be blended together. The claims are of repa-| 
ration to individuals for their property taken from them by 


more favorably received if they had been presented to, 
and pressed upon the French Government about the year 
1816.” You told him that Mr. Gallatin had submitted 
our claims to the consideration of the French Government 
in that year, and had been induced not to press for an im- 
mediate answer, merely upon the suggestion made to him 
by the Duke de Richelieu, that he might expect a more 
favorable one by waiting until France could be relieved 
from the pressure of the army of occupation, and the 
claims made upon her by the Allied Powers. The Baron 
again renewed his promise to give an answer to your note 
as soon as he could find time to do so. 

The answer being still withheld, you again addressed 
to the French minister a note, on the 18th of March, 
1825, on the subject of our claims, and the unnatural con- 


manifest and undisputed —? The question upon the |nexion which had been created by the French Govern- 
rig 


Louisiana treaty is a question o ht upon the meaning of 
acontract. It has been fully, deliberately, and thorough- 
ly investigated, and the Government of the United States 
are under the entire and solemn conviction that the pre- 
tension of France is unfounded. 
willing to resume the discussion if desired by France. | 

In execution of this instruction, you addressed a note to | 
Mr. de Chateaubriand, under date of the 28th April, 
1824. On the 7th of the next month, you received his_| 
answer, which, adhering to the ground previously taken, | 





concludes by stating: ‘* His Majesty authorizes me, sir, to 


ment between them and the Louisiana treaty, and urged 
him to answer your note of the 23d of the preceding 
October. 


On the 20th of September, 1825, being still without 


We are, nevertheless, |the answer, you sought an interview with the French min- 


ister, in the course of which, he observed, “that he 
could not perceive that the United States had any well 
founded claim to indemnity; that he did not mean to say 
that the citizens of the United States had no cause of 
complaint against the former Government of France, he 
only intended to be understood as saying that the wrongs 


declare to you that a negotiation will be opened with you | they had suffered were the consequences of a war, during 
on the American claims, if this negotiation should also in-|the progress of which, injuries and acts of injustice had 
clude the French claims, and particularly the arrange-|been committed upon other nations by France, to an 
ments to be concluded concerning the execution of the amount which rendered it utterly impossible for her to 
eighth article of the Louisiana treaty. make adequate reparation; that her whole territory, if 
On the 14th August, 1824, you were informed by the|sold for that purpose, would be insufficient to enable her 
Secretary of State, that ‘*the President has deliberately |to satisfy such claims; that, with a full knowledge of this 
considered the purport of Mr. Chateaubriand’s answer to | fact, she had limited her indemnities to cases of the most 
your note of the 28th April upon this subject, and he de-) flagrant description; that this principle had been observed 
sires that you will renew, with earnestness, the applica-|in the treaties made between her and the European Pow- 
tion for indemnity to our citizens for claims notoriously |ers; that other nations had suffered injuries similar to 
just, and resting upon the same principle with others|those of which the United States complained, and yet 
which have been admitted and adjusted by the Govern-|they had been excluded from indemnity; and that we had 
ment of France. You are authorized, in reply (to the | no right to expect that a different rule would be applied 
Viscount’s note,) to declare that any just claims which|to the cases in which the interests of our citizens were 
subjects of France may have upon the Government of the | concerned.” 
United States will readily be included in the negotiation, The French minister also intimated ‘ that we ought to 
and to stipulate any suitable provision for the examina-|have urged the payment of our claims at the moment 
tion, adjustment, and satisfaction of them. But the ques-| when France was entering into engagements to pay large 
tion relating to the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty is} sums to other Powers; and he seemed to think that, if we 
not only of a different character—it cannot be blended with | had done so, we might have obtained a portion of these 
that of indemnity for individual claims without a sacrifice, | claims.” 
on the part of the United States, of a principle of right.”| At length, on the 11th of November, 1825, you receiv- 
In conformity with this instruction, you addressed a/ed from the Baron de Damas/:he answer which had been 
note, under date the 22d October, 1824, to Baron de Da-|so long delayed, and so oftea promised. In that letter, 
mas, who had been recently appointed Minister of Foreign|the Baron states, ‘‘the King of France, on reascending 
Affairs. ithe throne, could not take, nor has taken, the engage- 
Receiving no answer to that note, you requested a con-| ment to satisfy all the charges imposed on him as indem- 
ference with that minister, for which the 25th Novem-|nity for the acts of violence, and for the depredations 
ber, 1824, was appointed. At this conference, the Baron} committed by the usurping Government. 





The Powers 


stated, as reasons for his omission to reply to your note, 
his recent appointment, the voluminous correspondence 
on the subject, and the press of business, but promised | 


an answer, though he could not specify any precise time | 


when he could transmit it. 

On the 24th December, 1824, you addressed a note to 
the French minister, urging him to send you the promised 
answer. 

On the 17th January, 1825, you reminded him, in a 
personal interview, of the time which had elapsed with- 





out your being favored with it. He replied that the sub- 


iwhich had united against that Government, and which, 


after having overthrown it, occupied with an armed force 
the greater part of the territory and the metropolis of 
France, enacted, on the restoration of peace, and as a 
pledge of the general reconciliation, her admission of 
certain claims preferred by their respective subjects 
against the preceding Government. Such was the object 
of the stipulations contained in the nineteenth and follow- 
ing articles of the treaties of 1814, and mentioned in two 
of the conventions of 1815. ‘Those stipulations would 
not have been necessary, had the Royal Government been 


ject was of great importance; that he was disposed, as| considered as inheriting all the charges existing against 


soon as possible, to bestow upon it his most deliberate |the Government which had just disappeared 


consideration; that much information was wanted from the 


de 


‘* The Federal Government may have seen that, in its 
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willingness to forbear from availing itself of the motives 
which authorized it to decline a discussion of the Ameri- 
can claims, the King’s Government gave to that of the 
United Statesa particular proof of benevolence, by con- 
senting to the examination of those claims, and by an- 
nouncing its intention to make it, together with other 
objects, a matter for negotiation. 

** But it were erroneous to believe that this intention to 
negotiate respecting the American claims necessarily im- 
plied an acknowledgment of their validity. If their vali- 
dity had been acknowledged, it would have been unne- 
cessary to make them the object of negotiation; the only 
question would have been touching their liquidation. It 
is then with a view to discuss the rights of the American 
claimants, that the King’s Government has declared its 
readiness to enter into communication with the Federal 
Government. Now, the latter having appeared to believe 
that it would be difficult for it to admit the claims prefer- 
red by France, respecting the execution of the eighth 
article of the Louisiana treaty, it is natural to suppose that 
this subject ought to be included in the same negotiation 
with the American claims, on which the King’s Govern- 
ment finds itself authorized to express a similar opinion. 
It is, besides, but strictly fair that the claims of French 
subjects against the United States should equally be com- 
prised in it. 

‘* From these considerations, sir, your Government will 
not be surprised to hear that the King’s Government per- 
sists in declaring that it will never consent to enter into 
negotiation on the American claims, unless that negotia- 
tion should equally comprise the French claims, and par- 
ticularly the arrangements to be adopted as to the execu- 
tion of the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty.” 

Such is’ a faithful account, derived from official corre- 
spondence, of the course of conduct which France has 
deemed proper to pursue in respect to the demands made 
by the American Government, for satisfaction of just 
claims, amounting, according to the schedule before men- 
tioned, to a sum little short of ten millions of dollars, and 
founded upon unexampled wrongs. The American Goy- 
ernment cannot contemplate it without unmixed regret 
and dissatisfaction. The arguments offered to the consi- 
deration of the French Government, in support of those 
claims, by your predecessor and by yourself, dispense 
with the necessity of my renewing, at this time, the dis- 
cussion. They stand, to this day, unanswered, because 
they are unanswerable. Ishall content myself with a few 
observations only upon some of the more prominent fea- 
tures of the correspondence. 

The justice of the American claims has never been 
controyerted by France, unless what has recently passed 
in the communicaticn from Baron de Damas to yourself, 
(and which will be hereafter more particularly noticed, ) 
is to be regarded as controverting them. It cannot be 
denied that a large portion of those claims has been ex- 
pressly admitted to be just by more than one French Se- 
cretary of Foreign Affairs. A verbal offer was made up- 
wards of ten years ago, by the Duke of Richelieu, then 


filling that department, of indemnity for vesseis burnt at | 


sea, and for those, the proceeds of which had been only 
sequestered and deposited in the Caisse d’Amortissement, 
which offer was promised to be put into writing, but the 
promise was not fulfilled. In subsequently declining to 
commit the French Government by a written proposal, it 
was stated by the Duke that they were not willing to re- 
ject, absolutely and definitively, our reclamations, but 
‘that they could not admit them at that time. And he 
afterwards repeated that he wished it to be clearly under- 
stood that the postponement of our claims was not a re- 
jection. More than five years ago, the Viscount de Mont- 
morency stated to Mr. Gallatin, that he had read the 
papers relative to the Antwerp sequestrations, and that 
he was struck with the justice of the claim. Ona subse- 
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uent occasion, (the 18th of May, 1822,) a prospect, un. 

ortunately not afterwards realized, was presented of g 
satisfactory arrangement, by the payment of a stipulated 
sum in full discharge of the demands of the United States 
for spoliations, to be distributed by the American Govern. 
ment, or the reference of the whole case to a joint com. 
mission. 

The causes which have hitherto delayed or obstructed 
the fulfilment of the well-founded expectations of the 
American Government, are far from being satisfactory. 
When our claims were first presented by Mr. Gallatin, in 
1816, and for some time afterwards, the embarrassed state 
of France was urged by the French Government, as a 
consideration for their postponement to a more auspicious 
period. This period at last comes, when France is again 
powerful and prosperous, and her finances flourishing, 
We are then told that our claims might have been more 
favorably received in 18:6. We have been unfortunately 
too soon or too late. 

The commercial difficulties which afterwards arose 
between the two countries, and which originated with 
France, were made the pretext of a further postpone- 
ment, until those difficulties should be adjusted. They 
were happily terminated by the convention at Washington 
of 1822. Then we had a right, confidently, to expect 
the long deferred indemnity. But where the disposition 
to redress wrongs does not exist, the means of evasion 
and procrastination will never be wanting. We can re- 
gard, in no other light, the claim brought forward by 
France under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty. 
That claim has been fully examined, and elaborately dis- 
cussed by the two Governments. Every argument has 
been exhausted; and the most respectful and patient con- 
sideration has been given to the pretensions of France. 
A clear conviction is felt by the American Government, 
that they are without foundation. Even if we could sup- 
pose France to entertain the opposite conviction, it would 
afford no just reason for withholding satisfaction of our 
claims. The twosubjects are perfectly incongruous; one 
appertains to a contract, about the interpretation of which 
the parties may sincerely differ; the other arises out of 
wrongs committed in notorious violation of the public law, 
the character of which admits of no difference of opinion. 
One is national, the other individual. Supposing the re- 
spective claims of the two countries to be similar in their 
nature, the priority of injury gives us a right to prior satis- 
faction; nor can there be perceived any adequate motive 
for withholding that satisfaction, from the consideration of 
settling all matters of difference. The expediency of re- 
moving all causes of misunderstanding, if it be practica- 
ble, is readily admitted; but, if that be not attainable, it 
does not follow that ‘none should be removed; and, espe- 
cially, it does not follow that those should not be obviated 
which are attended with a deep sense of the aggressions 
from which they have had their origin. 

It may be true, as alleged by Baron de Damas, that the 
| King of France, in reascending the throne, ‘* could not 
take, nor bas taken, the engagement to satisfy all the 
charges imposed on him as indemnity for the acts of vio- 
lence, and for the depredations committed by the usurp- 
ing Government;” and yet the obligations of France to 
|redress those acts and depredations may be perfect. _Itis 
not necessary to discuss the question of usurpation which 
is put forward. It is sufficient for us, that those acts and 
depredations proceeded from the actual Government ol 
France; and that the responsibility of France to make re- 
parations for wrongs committed under the authority of 
any form of government which she may have adopted, ot 
to which she may have submitted, from time to time, 
cannot be contested. The King of France, in reascending 
the throne of his ancestors, assumed the government, 
with allthe obligations, rights, and duties which appertain 
to the French nation. He can justly claim absolution from 
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none of those obligations or duties. And our complaint | jects, being natives of some other nation, and that the two 
is precisely that he has not taken upon himself the en-| or four so appointed shall be authorized to appoint a third 
gagement to make that indemnity to which American citi-| or fifth, also, being a citizen of some nation other than 
zens are entitled, in consequence of the wrongful acts! the United States or France; and that the three or five 
committed under previous French Governments. | persons, (as the case may be,) thus appointed, shall be 
That engagement might have been voluntarily assumed) empowered to hear and decide the question, as above 
by the King of France, from a spontaneous sense of jus-| stated, arising under the eighth article of the Louisiana 
tice, and the claims of American citizens satisfied without! treaty; and if the decision be favorable to France, to 
the interposition of the Government of the United States. | affix the amount to which, in consequence of it, she 
It is because that has not been done, that this interposition! may be entitled. 
became necessary, and, for the last ten years, has been| Should the arbitration be agreed to, other details will 
constantly made. | be necessary as to the oath to be taken by the arbitrators, 
The Government of the United States is ever ready to} their compensation, the time and place of their meeting, 
acknowledge any proofs of justice or benevolence which) the duration of the arbitration, and the right of the par- 
may be exhibited by foreign nations towards its citizens. | ties to be heard by their agents; to all of which you are 
it regrets that it cannot concur with Baron de Damas in| authorized to agree. Models for the draught of articles, 
estimating, as among that number, any consent which) comprehending similar details, are furnished in several of 
France has hitherto given to examine the American claims, | our treaties, particularly those with Great Britain in 1794, 
especially since that examination has been hitherto elud-| and in 1814 at Ghent. 
ed, and the consent itself coupled with inadmissible con-| It will probably be most advisable to propose the basis 
ditions. of an arbitration in general terms, and not to state the 
Nor can the President admit the propriety of associat-| precise question as above defined, and the other details, 
ng, in the same negotiation, the disputed demand under/ until that basis shall have been agreed to. 
the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, and the incon-| Possibly the French Government may offer to refer 
testable claims of American citizens, a large portion of|the question, upon the condition of submitting to the 
which, it has been seen, so far from being questioned, has! same arbitration the American claims and those of France. 
beenadmitted by France to be just. } You will oppose that condition on the ground of the dif- 
He sees, therefore, with surprise and regret, the ad-| ference in the character of the two subjects, and for the 
herence of France to the principle of such an unnatural) reasons which have been urged by this Government 
connexion. But whilst the American Government must! against their being comprehended in the same negoti- 
constantly protest against it, and reiterate its strong con-| ation. 
viction that the French pretension under the Louisiana! Should France prefer the reference of the question to 
treaty has no just foundation, | am charged by the Presi-|2 sovereign Power, instead of private persons, you may 
dent to instruct you to afford a new and signal proof of| agree to such a reference. We are not prepared, nor is 
the equitable disposition of this Government, by propos-| it necessary in the present stage of the business, to de- 
ing to that of France, as a basis for the settlement of the} signate the sovereign Power, nor the persons to whom 
question under that treaty, that it be referred to arbitra-| we should be willing to submit the matter. Ample time 
tion. Should that basis be agreed to, it will then become! will probably be afforded, during the progress of the ne- 
necessary to specify the particular question to be submit- gotiation, to make such a nomination; or, should France 
ted, and the details of the arbitration. By the commercial| promptly agree to the reference, and you should deem 
convention between the two Powers, concluded in 1822, | it inexpedient to wait for further instructions from this de- 
there will be, on the first day of October next, a perfect} partment as to the arbitrators, a clause may be inserted in 
equalization of duties on the vessels, and their cargoes, of| the convention, providing that the two Governments shall, 
the two countries employed in the trade between them. | within a period of (say) six months, agree upon a nomi- 
The complaint of France has been, that this equality did| nation of them. 
notexis*, but that French vessels and their cargoes have Whatever may be the nature of the reception, or the ulti- 
been liable, in the ports of Louisiana, to pay the alien| mate fate of the overture which you are now authorized 
duties imposed by the laws of the United States, from|to make for the settlement of the question growing out of 
which duties British vessels were exempt; and her claim) the Louisiana treaty, you will earnestly press for a satis- 
is, the reimbursement of those duties. Should the pro-| faction of our claims. ‘The instructions heretofore given 
posed basis, therefore, be acceded to, you are authorized) to your predecessor and to yourself, indicate the modes 
to refer to arbitration the question whether France be en-| according to which the amount of them may be ascer- 
titled or not to have refunded any of those alien duties) tained, and indemnity may be secured, and also authorize 
collected from French vessels or their cargoes, between! provision for any just claims of French subjects on the 
the periods of the date of the Louisiana treaty, and the| American Government. 





first day of October, 1827; and if the demand be sustain-| lam, with great respect, 
ed by the arbitrators, that they shall then proceed to de-| Your obedient servant, 
termine the amount which is to be so refunded; which} H. CLAY. 


amount shall be credited to France against the American | 
claims, and, if it should exceed them, the excess shall be} ey ee 
4 T° eo | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
paid by the United States. oe 
Two modes of constituting an arbitration present them-| Washington, May 17, 1828. 
selves. One isto refer the question toa friendly Power; Sin: Upon consulting with the President, he author- 
the other, to submit it to individuals to be chosen by the’ izes me to say that it is left entirely to your option to re- 
parties. If it were referred to a friendly Power, some | turn at the time you have asked permission to return, or 
functionary of the Government of that Power would pro- | to postpone it until the next spring. Whether at the one 
bably be de signated to examine, and, in effect, decide period or the other, you will commit the charge of our 
the question. For that reason, and because no friendly | affairs to Mr. Sheldon, the secretary of legation, if he 
Power would, perhaps, be very willing to undertake the) be still with you. 
arbitration, it would be most expedient to submit the con-| Referring to the instructions under date the 28th May 
troversy, at once, to individuals selected by the parties) last, relative to a reference to arbitration of the disputed 
themselves. You are authorized, therefore, to propose | question arising under the eighth article of the Louisiana 
that each Power shall appoint one or two citizens, or sub-, treaty, you are authorized (if you cannot prevail upon 
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the French Government to consent to the reference, in 
the qualified manner proposed in that instruction) to 
agree to the reference of the general question involved 
in that dispute; that is, one so stated as to embrace all the 
rights claimed by France according to her interpretation 
of that article. In other respects, you will consider the 
abovementioned instruction unmodified. 
ram, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Ii. CLAY. 


‘ 


James Brown, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to France. 


Extract from the general instructions of the Hon. M. Van 
Buren, Secretary of State of the United States, to Wm. 
C. Rives, Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary of the United! 
States to France, dated 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 20, 1829. 
* > * * o * 


The archives of the legation will inform you of the va-) 
rious other subjects which have been committed to your} 
predecessor, are yet undisposed of, and will require your| 
attention. 

Those of the most immediate concern, and greatest im-| 
portance, are, 

1. The claims of many of the citizens of the United 
States upon the French Government for indemnity. 

2. The pretension raised by the French Government to 
special and exclusive privileges in the ports of Louisiana, | 
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causes, not included in the settlement made 
at Paris by the board of claims, and remain- 
ing in force by virtue of the treaty of 1800, 
and the 10th article of that of 1803, amount- 


ing, per schedule herewith, to - $1,488,8 


Second class. Claims accruing between 
the 30th September, 1800, and the 30th of 
April, 1808, for debts contracted within 
that period, and provided for by the 12th 
article of the treaty of 1803, amounting, as 
per schedule, to - - - - 

Third class. Claims accruing between 


| the 30th of September, 1800, and the 30th 


April, 1803, from all causes other than 
debts, and captures made between the date 
and ratification of the treaty of 1800; those 
debts and captures being provided for by 


ithe fourth and fifth articles of that treaty, 
| and included in the first class, amounting, 


as per schedule herewith, to - - 
Fourth class. Claims between the 30th 
of April, 1803, and the year 1805, and 
arising from all causes whatsoever, amount- 
ing, as per schedule herewith, to - - 
Fifth class. 1st. Claims subsequent to 
1805, chiefly growing out of the decrees 
and orders of the French Government, on 
which no final condemnation was passed, 
amounting, as per schedule herewith, 
a ‘ : $6,256,647 69 
2d. Claims of the same na- 
ture, but finally condemned 
by the Council of Prizes, 


by virtue of the eighth article of the Louisiana cession con-| Council of State, or by im- 
vention, and for the reimbursement of duties alleged to} perial decisions and orders, 
have been wrongly paid to the United States in said| amounting, as per schedule 
ports. | herewith, to ° - 3,026,231 84 

The claims of our citizens are a subject of the deepest 9, 282, 6 
interest, not only on account of their amount, the aggra-| 
vated injuries of which they are the results, and the great| 
length of time during which those injuries have remained | 
unredressed; but, also, because a continued disregard, on| Schedules of the particular cases included in each of 
the part of France, of the reiterated appeals which have| the classes are herewith delivered to you, with numbe: 
been made to her justice, must have an unavoidable ten-| corresponding with the printed lists, also herewith placed 
dency to jeopard the friendly relations now happily ex-| in your hands. 
isting between the two countries, and which it is the The justice and present validity of these claims hay 
earnest desire of the President to preserve. It is his wish| already been fully discussed on the part of this Gover 
that their adjustment upon terms of reciprocal justice} ment. By a reference to the archives of the legatio: 
should be made the subject of your early and unremitted| you will be able to possess yourself of the grounds which 
exertions. The instructions of your predecessors will] have been taken in their support. Those originally 
give you a general view of their character, with conjec-} sisted on by us remain to this day unanswered by t! 
tures founded on insufficient materials as to their proba-| French Government, otherwise than by oceasional st 
ble amount. As many of these claims are founded upon| gestions in the conferences which have, from time 
different principles, and are viewed in different lights by| time, taken place between their respective ministers o! 
the French Government, I have thought it useful to make} foreign affairs and the representatives of the United 
a discrimination between them, by throwing them into] States at the court of France. Indeed, the justice ot 
different classes, with the best estimate that could be| large portions of the claims of our citizens has been agai! 
made, from the evidence in this department, as to the|and again admitted, and sometimes in the strongest tern 
probable amount of each class. This classification is made| by several of the French ministers of foreign affairs, sinc: 
from materials of an uncertain character, and is, probably, | the year 1816, when the subject was brought to the 1 
in many respects, incorrect. But as it is not to be made|tice of the present Government of France by Mr. Galla 
the basis of a specific allowance, but merely to facilitate|tin. ‘The reports made to this department by Mr. Gall 
your discussions, and to enable you to judge more under-} tin and Mr. Brown, of which copies will be found amor 
standingly of such offers as may, in the course of your] the papers of the legation, will supply you with informa 
negotiation, be made by the French Government, the} tion as to the extent and character of those admissions, 
possibility of errors in description and amount is not re-| and it is, therefore, deemed unnecessary to repeat then 
garded as detracting much from its usefulness. {here. Among the French ministers who have, at times, 

The following is the classification to which I allude: evinced a desire to consult the honor of that Government 

First class. Claims prior to 30th Septem- land the true interests of France, by admitting the ju 
ber, 1800, recognised by the fourth and t 
fifth articles of the treaty of that date, but 
either pretermitted by the treaty of the 
0th of April, 1803, or, through various 


———— 


Exclusive of interest. Aggregate - $12,047,286 U9 





tice of our claims, and by a disposition to contr:bute to 
their adjustment, will be found the respectable names ‘ 

| the Duke de Richelieu, Viscount de Montmorency, M 
{de Villele, and Count de la Ferronnays. 
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Itis worthy of observation, that those who have been} Ist. That they are State claims, and ought to have been 
entrusted with the management of the foreign relations | pressed at an earlier period. 
of France since the restoration, have studiously avoided} 2d. That we had similar claims upon England and Na- 
committing the honor of their Government, by a distinct} ples; and, not having enforced them, we ought not to 
denial either of the justice of our claims, or their binding | insist upon their satisfaction by France. 
obligation upon the present Government, in their official] Sd. That the present Government of France is not re- 
communications. The only instances which may be claim-|sponsible for the acts of what is called the usurping Go- 
ed as exceptions, are, the letter of Baron Louis, Minister | vernment. 
of Finance, to Mr. Parish, (a claimant,) of the 22d May,| 4th. That our claims are very large, and that their al- 
1819, and one from the Baron de Damas to Mr. Brown, |lowance would be acknowledging a responsibility, on the 
of the 11th of November, 1825. These militate but|part of France, which she would not have the ability to 
slightly, if they do at all, against the truth of the position |discharge, and that, as the European Powers have been 
ihave advanced. ‘he letter of Baron Louis was not the | satisfied with portions of their demands only, and those 
act of the French Government. It was not addressed to|received upon principles of compromise, we ought to co 
this Government, but in the form of an answer to private|the same. And, 
application in behalf of one of our citizens. Viscount} 5th. That there is a distinction between two classes of 
de Montmorency, whilst Minister of Foreign Affairs, ex-|the cases since 1805; and that for one of those, in particu- 
pressed his regret to Mr. Gallatin that such an objection |lar, we have no ground of claim. 
as that raised by Baron Louis had been made; and Mr. de You will have but little difficulty in refuting objections 
Villele, whilst in the Department of Finances, appeared, |so unfounded. I shall only touch upon a few of the most 
inan interview with Mr. Gallatin, (which was had by the| prominent views which may be taken of them. 
permission of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Viscount The objection that this is, on the part of this Govern- 
de Montmorency,) to be satisfied, from an inspection of| ment, the revival of ancient claims which have been here- 
the papers in his department, and without having read|tofore virtually abandoned, is unfounded in fact, and 
Mr. Gallatin’s argument, that our claims were just, and|comes with an extremely bad grace from the present Go- 
that the ground assumed by Baron Louis, in his letter to| vernment of France. 
Mr. Parish, was untenable. It appears, abundantly, from the correspondence be- 
The struggle in the mind of Baron de Damas, between] tween the two Governments, that our claims previous to 
an unwillingness to commit his Government by an expli-| 1805 have never been lost sight of. With respect to the 
cit denial of the validity of our claims, and the difficulty] great mass of the claims, being those which grew out of 
of still further delaying their adjustment, without doing|the French decrees, and accrued since 1805, the allega- 
s0, is very discernible in his letter to Mr. Brown of the|tion is still more strikingly ungracious and untrue. The 
llth November. ‘To extricate himself from this embar-|remonstrances and applications for redress commenced 
rassment, he commences by denying what had not been|with the aggressions which occasioned them, and kept 
affirmed, viz. that the King of France, on reascending| pace with their progress. Mr. Barlow was sent out soon 
the throne, had taken upon himself the engagement tolafter their termination, with special instructions to insist 
A protracted discussion of their 


satisfy all the charges imposed upon him as indemnity for|upon their satisfaction. 
merits took place between him and the then French Go- 


the acts of violence of the usurping Government, and con- 
cludes by converting a distinct, unvarying, and definitive] vernment, and we have every reason to believe that the 
denial, on our part, of their claims under the Louisiana|terms of an adjustment were concluded upon by him, 
treaty, into an appearance of a belief that it would be| which would have secured redress for a great portion of 
difficult for our Government to admit them, for the pur-|our claims, had the consummation of the treaty not been 
pose ofenabling himself to say that the King’s Government] prevented by his premature and lamented death. His 
linds itself authorized to express a similar opinion. That|successor, Mr. Crawford, was enjoined to make the sub- 
such were the feelings under which his letter was written, | ject of our claims a leading object of his attention, and 
and such its designs, is plainly to be inferred from its|instructed to decline all negotiation with the French Go- 
contents. vernment, if portions of them, at least, were not promptly 
But although such has been the course of the French | recognised. Immediately after the restoration, Mr. Gal- 
Government in its official communications with this, it is|latin was sent to France, and the subject of our claims 
nevertheless true that her public functionaries have re-|made a prominent point in the affairs committed to his 
peatedly, in their informal conferences, attempted to|charge. He brought the subject distinctly to the notice 
weaken, if not wholly to impeach, the justice of the claims] of the French Government; and the six years of his mis- 
of our citizens. A critical examination of the reports|sion were distinguished by the most earnest, able, and 
which have, from time to time, been made to this depart-| incessant, but entirely unsuccessful appeals to its justice. 
ment by our ministers in France, so far as they bear upon| From the period of his return to the present day, the sub- 
this point, is recommended to you. It will show you that |ject has not been suffered to sleep, as the archives of the 
the views of the French Government in relation to our|legation will prove. 
chims have not been as favorable as the published cor-}| ‘This objection is ungracious on the part of the present 
respondence would induce you to suppose. This arises | Government of France, because it will appear, by their 
from the suppression (in most, if not all cases necessary ) own records, that Mr. Gallatin was earnestly solicited, in 
of parts of the correspondence of our ministers. It will| 1816, shortly after the restoration, not to press the set- 
also inform you of the different grounds taken, in resist-|tlement of our claims at that period, on account of the 
ing our claims, by the French ministers; and thus enable |then distressed and embarrassed condition of France; be- 
you to meet them by appropriate replies, should they be| cause, whatever of relaxation took place, was in conse- 
revived. quence of appeals to the generosity and magnanimity of 
The objections alluded to, though in some few instan- | this Government, accompanied by the most flattering as- 
ces tantamount to a denial of the validity of the whole of|surances of a more favorable consideration under more 
our claims, have been urged rather in the form of induce-| auspicious circumstances; and, finally, because itis a fact 
ments to dissuade us from insisting upon their satisfaction | (as will hereafier be seen) that all the subsequent delay 
at particular times, and to their whole extent, than as ajhas resulted from obstacles interposed by France, which 
positive rejection of them as untenable. jit is difficult to reconcile with any thing like a sincere de- 
They will be found to consist chiefly in the following |sire to do us justice. 
assumptions, viz. | Assuming, what should not be contended, that one na- 
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tion can find its justification for her disregard of claims of 
admitted justice in a similar delinquency on the part of 
other nations, still the circumstances of the different cases 


would not, in this instance, allow France to screen her-|that oppression, by making France responsible, without 
self behind so ungracious a pretension. It was, among|right, for injuries which they themselves had received 
other causes, for the aggressions upon our commerce un-| from the same source. So far from that being then sup. 
der the orders in council, that the United States made} posed to be the case, the principle of indemnity was 
war upon Great Britain; and, having negotiated a peace|claimed by the allies, and distinctly admitted by the 
without stipulation for indemnity in that particular, her| French plenipotentiaries. Whatever deductions the Al- 
case is widely distinguishable from that of France. If we|lied Powers might, for various reasons, see fit to make 
were now to prefer a claim against France for the many| from the amount of their claims, the fact that whatever 
millions of which the citizens of the United States were | was allowed was claimed and paid upon the avowed and 
despoiled by her previous to the year 1800, and for which | uncontested principle of the responsibility of the present 


no provision was made by the treaty of that year, there | Government of France for the acts of the former Gover: 


might be some analogy in the cases, and, consequently, | ment, is in no sense doubtful. It is only so far that these 
more force in the argument. 


The character of Murat’s| transactions are entitled to a bearing upon the present 
domination in Naples, too, furnishes a pretext to that Go- question, and their influence should be deemed obligato- 
vernment to delay doing us justice, of which France can-!ry. Even with the United States does France act upon 
not avail herself; to say nothing of the influence which | a different principle. Upon what grounds, other than 
she herself had in causing the injuries of which we com-| that the present Government succeeds of right to all th 
plain, and the consequent impropriety of all attempts to} advantages secured to France by stipulations made in fa 
shelter herself under the cover of the Neapolitan aggres-| vor of the former Government, is it, that her claims under 
sions. the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty are founded; and 
The alleged irresponsibility of the present Government | could she allow herself to contend that she should be per 

of France for the acts of those which have preceded it, is| mitted to reap all the advantages accruing from the acts 
matter of graver import, and, if it could be sustained, | of the preceding Government, without being subject 
would be an objection that would strike at the root of all| also, to the liabilities and disadvantages flowing from tl: 
our claims. The first consideration worthy of notice is}same source? She has, also, in the administration of h« 

the manner in which this widely operative doctrine has| internal affairs, in many instances, and in the most solemn 
been advanced by France. It was not until the discussion) manner, given her assent to the obligatory character of 
had continued for rising of a year between the Duke de|the acts of the sovereign authority for the time | 


being 


Richelieu and Mr. Gallatin, that the former ventured to| Upon what other principle have the sales of the national 
broach a doctrine so flagrantly unjust, and then it was| domains, and of the estates of the emigrants, been con 
done hesitatingly, and in an informal conference. To the | firmed, or the latter indemnified for the property of which 
present day, notwithstanding the discussions upon the| they had been divested by a former Government? These 
subject of our claims have been carried on with no less| were two of the most important acts of the existing Go- 
than eight different ministers of foreign affairs, the prin-| vernment, and both find their justification in the sam 
ciple has never been distinctly avowed in the official com- 


| principle. 
munications of the French Government. Of the extent! The President is not insensible to the considerations of 


. . _ o” ae | : . ean ¢ 
to which the acting Governments of France, upon whose | delicacy that belong to the subject, and which grow out 


acts the claims of our citizens are founded, were acqui-| of past transactions, in which the present reigning famil 
esced in by the French people, and recognised by other|of France have been made to suffer by the same Power 
against whose acts we now call upon them to indemnify 


i i . nm... | 
nations, it cannot be necessary to say any thing. The) 
us; nor is he unwilling to give to that circumstance all 


facts are familiar to you, are known to the world, and| 
cannot be made matters of contestation. That the pre-| allowable influence. If entitled to any weight at all, it 
sent Government of France is, by the established princi-| can only be as to the amount of remuneration upon which 
ples of public law, responsible for those acts, is not, at|the United States should insist; for it must not be forgot- 
this day, an open question among civilized nations. The | ten, that, in respect to them also, the doctrine contended 
consequences of an opposite doctrine would strike at the | against has bearings steering wide of, and of infinit 
root of all confidence in the dealings between different| greater importance than the subject under discussi 
nations. Ifa people could discharge itself of its obliga-|‘The same principle which would exonerate France from 
tions by changing a Government of its own establishment, | her liability for the claims in question, could, with equal 
or which it had made legitimate by its acquiescence, all| propriety, be made hereafter the pretext for questioning 
security for national transactions would be at an end, and| our title to territories which constitute two of the sove 
one of the greatest advantages which has been produced | reign States which compose this confederacy. 
by the lights of civilization and improvement defeated. There is no good reason to apprehend that the allow- 
There are no Governments in Europe to which France{ance of our claims, by France, would revive similar, but 
could look for countenance in maintaining such a doc-| dormant claims on the part of European Powers. Their 
trine, for there are none who have not themselves acted| claims have been adjusted upon terms which have re- 
|ceived their fullest sanction, and, even if the cases were 


upon a different principle. The doctrine advanced is no 

less inconsistent with her own conduct. In the indemni-| similar, a present allowance to the United States would 

ty made by her to the principal Powers of Europe, in the} not furnish ground for an application to open settlements 

years 1814 and 1815, not only France, but all those Pow-|so solemnly and so deliberately made; for there were in- 
ducements that entered into those arrangements which 


ers, gave their assent, in the most solemn manner, to the| 
It is in| could not be expected to operate on the present occasion 


principle for which the United States contend. 
vain to say that those indemnities were for the debts of} But, as has been before said, the cases are entirely dis- 
similar. The aggressions complained of by them were 


the preceding Government, and not for spoliations, or to| 

refer to the condition of France at that period. There} belligerent acts committed in a time of open war, for 
were reasons of the most imperative character, to which | which, by the law of nations, the aggressor was not bout d 
it is not necessary to make to you particular references, | to make remuneration. 


which we complain; and France will not, it is believed, 
avow, even now, that those who came to deliver her from 
oppression, availed themselves of their power to increase 





Those of the United States were 
and which are not applicable to the United States, why] of a directly opposite character, and, of course, subject 
the abandonment of claims for spoliations, on their part, | to very different rules. 
should not furnish a rule for the adjustment of those of} The extent of our claims, the hardship of the case in 
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consequence of the change of Government in France, the | deferred on the express ground of the embarrassments of 
amounts which she has already paid, and her ability to| France, and under assurances of future redress, which 
meet them with convenience to herself, if entitled to|might well be regarded as precluding all apprehension of 
weight, can only be taken into consideration in fixing the|an ultimate rejection. It is not the least among our 
amount of compensation to be made. causes of mortification and complaint, that the delay thus 
In almost all the discussions and conferences which|created should afterwards be urged as an evidence of a 
have taken place between the ministers of the two Go-| waiver of the claims in question. When France, by the 
vernments, a distinction has been attempted between that |force of her almost unequalled resources, had redressed 
portion of our claims which is for property that never | herself, and recovered her former prosperity, her atten- 
was condemned, and for that which has actually been con-/tion was again called to the subject. The existence of 
fiscated.. The first embraces vessels burnt at sea, and|commercial difficulties between the two countries was 
those which have been sequestered by order of the Go-|next assigned as a ground for further delay—the propriety 
yernment, without any condemnation or final decision, jof attending to national in preference to individual inte- 
and the proceeds deposited in the Caisse d’Amortissement. |rests strongly urged, accompanied with assurances on the 
For these two classes of claims, the French Government} part of the then Minister of Foreign Affairs, that, after 
has repeatedly shown itself disposed to make compensa-|those were arranged, France would hasten to an adjust- 
tion, and it is not expected that you will be troubled} ment of the subject of our claims. By objections raised 
with much discussion in regard to them. ‘They admit of |to the commercial convention, which experience has 
but one reply, save that of their satisfaction, and that is, | shown to have been unreasonable and unwise, that nego- 
an obstinate and indiscriminate determination to refuse to|tiation was protracted until June, 1822, and thus a delay 
jo us justice. in the examination of the subject of our claims for several 
The grounds relied upon by the French Government l years effected. Immediately after the conclusion of that 
to defeat the other class of cases is wholly untenable. | treaty, the French Government was again invited to open 
The decrees of France, out of which those claims have |a negotiation upon the subject of our claims, when she 
arisen, were, in themselves, a violation of the established |interposed her pretensions under the eighth article of the 
law of nations; and, as such, no condemnation under them | Louisiana treaty, and insisted upon making it a branch of 
could justify the seizures that had been made, nor exone- |the same negotiation. ‘That the United States would ever 
rate the Government from its liability to make indemnity |acquiesce in the construction put upon that treaty by 
whenever the period should arrive in which acts of un-| France, could hardly have been expected by her. Its 
measured and inexcusable aggression gave way to a just|assertion, together with an unyielding determination to 
consideration of private rights, and a respect for public|mingle its discussion with the entirely dissimilar subject 
law. So far as it respects all seizures prior to the 31st of | of private and incontestable rights, has had the effect not 
July, 1809, (the period at which the treaty of 1800 ter- only to defeat the adjustment of our claims for the last 
minated, ) they were in direct contravention to that treaty. | six or seven years, but has also hitherto prevented all ne- 
But even admitting that France had a right to issue the | gotiation upon the subject. hat it never should have 
Berlin and Milan decrees, the manner of their execution|been suffered to defeat the satisfaction of the just de- 
was, in most cases, such as to sustain the claims that are | mands of our citizens, is certain; how far it ought to have 
now presented. Several confiscations were made by {| bee n allowed to produce the latter result, is another ques- 
“imperial decisions,” without previous trial or condem-|tion. Of this, a fuller notice shall be hereafter taken. 
nation, in direct violation of the law of nations, and of the jIt is, in the first instance, important that you should be 
treaty of 1800, limiting to prize courts the cognizance of |fully and distinctly apprised of the effects already pro- 
such cases. Some of the decisions of the Council of Prizes |duced by the interposition of this claim, and the positions 
had been made without the forms prescribed by law. | which have from time to time been occupied by the re- 
The decrees of Berlin and Milan were made to have a | spective Governments in reference to that matter. 
retrospective operation. Forty-eight vesselsand cargoes,} In August, 1822, Mr. Gallatin, in a note to Mr. de 
previously captured, were condemned subsequently to|Villele, reminded him of the conclusion of the negotiation 
their revocation; and several vessels captured after the |at Washington, and of the promise of the French Govern- 
revocation were condemned on frivolous pretences. ment to enter upon the consideration of our claims as 
These, and other considerations, constitute just grounds |soon as that measure should have been accomplished. 
for the revision of the condemnations that were made under | Mr. de Villele, in reply, expressed his readiness to open 
the circumstances referred to; a course by no means no-|a negotiation upon all the remaining subjects of difference 
vel, authorized by the practice of England, and which | between the United States and France, which he de- 
was made the subject of a treaty stipulation between her {scribes to be the claims of Americans against France for 
and the United States in 1794. |spoliations, and those of France against the United States 
That claims so well founded, so promptly asserted, and|on account of the Beaumarchais claim, and particularly 
assiduously prosecuted, should remain to this day unre-|her claim under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty; 
dressed, is a matter of surprise and regret, and gives in-|and desired to know whether Mr. Gallatin had authority 
terest to a review of the causes by which such injurious |to conclude an arrangement upon those points. Mr. Gal- 
and unjustifiable delay has been produced. It is unfor- latin had declared that his authority extended to discuss 
tunately too true, that, in the reasons which have from |the right of France to a claim under the Louisiana treaty, 
time to time been assigned for procrastination on the part|but not to conclude an arrangement upon that point; 
ofthe French Government, will be found too much ground !stated the expectation of his Governinent that those sub- 
for inferring a settled indisposition, on its part, to come |jects would be kept separate, and expressed his readiness 
to a just and liberal adjustment of the matters in differ-[to enter upon a final negotiation of the other matters in 
ence between the two countries. Nothing is further from |difference. Mr. de Villele, in reply, insisted upon in- 
the wishes of the President, than a desire to increase the |cluding all the subjects. Mr. de Chateaubriand having 
asperities already existing, by an indulgence in unprofit- succeeded Mr. de Villele, Mr. Gallatin, before he left 
able invectives; but to say less than this, might with much | France, addressed a note to him, complaining of the 
propriety be regarded as evincing a want of proper sensi- course pursue d by Mr. de Villele in insisting upon con- 
bility to the violated rights and unmerited sufferings of necting the two subjects in one negotiation, and assigning 
our citizens. his reasons why they ought to be separated, and why he 
In the early stages of Mr. Gallatin’s mission, as has would regard a perseverance in that course as tantamount 
been already stated, the consideration of our claims was to an indefinite postponement of the American claims. 
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Mr. "Shek lon was infor rmed by Mr. Chateaubriand, after | 
Mr. Gallatin’s departure, of the readiness of the French | 
Government to open a negotiation upon both points, 
of the reasons for insisting upon the propriety of so do- 
ing. Count de Menou was also instructed to communi- | 
cate the regrets of Mr. de Chateaubriand that Mr. Galla- 
tin had not been provided with the necessary powers to | 
carry on the twofold negotiation; that he w ould be ready | 
to commence it with Mr. Gallatin, if he should return with | 
such powers, or with Mr. Sheldon, if his Governme nt | 
should think proper to authorize him to that effect. This 
was communicated in July, 1823, to onr Government, 
and Count de Menou was informed by Mr. Adams that | 
this Government would never consent to connect the two 
subjects in the same negotiation. This correspondence | 
was sent to Mr. Sheldon, and the views of this Govern- 
ment in that respect repeated to the French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, who, in a verbal conference with Mr. 
Sheldon, reasserted the grounds the French Government 
had taken, and the reasons for it. 

Mr. Brown was sent out early in 1824. He was in- 
structed to call the imniediate attention of the French 
Government to the subject of our claims, but to inform 
them, preliminarily and distinctly, that we could not con- 
sent to make the two matters the subject of the same ne- 
gotiation. Mr. Brown, on the 28th of April, 1824, com- | 
municated the views of this Government to that of France, 
and requested the commencement of a negotiation upon 
all the subjects of difference, except the construction of 
the Louisiana treaty. He was informed by Mr. de Cha- 
teaubriand, on the 7th of May, that the excepted French 
claim had been presented during the negotiation of the 
convention of 1822; that the plenipotentiaries having dif- 
fe red upon that subject, it was not insisted on, in order not 
to impede the settlement of the commercial difficulties; that 
his Government had therefore reserved it for future con- 
sideration, but had never abandoned it; that it was for this 
reason that his predecessors had desired to embrace it in 
the negotiations, and that he was authorized to open one 
with Mr. Brown upon that and all other points of differ- 
ence between the two Governments; but that they could 
not consent to waive the subject of their claims under the 
Louisiana treaty in the proposed negotiation, 

After the succession of Baron de Damas to the office of 
Minister of Foreign affairs, Mr. Brown, in October, 1824, 
placed before him his correspondence with Mr. Chateau- 
briand; informed him that any just claims which French 
subjects might have upon the United States, might be em- 
braced in the negotiation; but the question under the 
Louisiana treaty, being one of a different character, could 
not be blended with hind of te for indemnity; but 
avowed his readiness to continue the discussion upon the 
subject, if it was desired. 

In November, 1825, Baron d« 
denying the claims of the United States, in the form al- 
ready stated, nial which there every reason to be- 
lieve was called out by the emphatic manner in which 
Mr. Adams, in his note to Count de Menou, had insisted 
upon the fact that our claims had never been controverted 
by France, and declared that the French Government 
would never consent to enter into negotiation on Ameri- 
can claims, unless that negotiation should e = lly comprise 
the French claims, and particularly the arrangement to 
be adopted as to the execution of the eighth article of the 
Louisiana treaty. 

An unsuccessful attempt was made, on the part of this 
Government, in the year 1827 , to extricate the negotiation 
from this preliminary embarrassment, by an offer to sub- 
mit the question upon the construction of the L ouisiana 
treaty to arbitration; but the offer was not accepted by 
France, as will be more particularly stated hereafter. The 
relative positions of the two Governments have undergone 
no material change from the period of their respective | 
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declarations, in regard to the admission on the one side, 
and exclusion on the other, of the question arising upon 
each insisting upon its demand as 

a sine qua non to the commencement of any negotiation. 
In several conferences between Mr. Brown and the Count 
de la Ferronnays, during the short period that the latter 
was Minister of Foreign Affairs, he evinced very liberal 
and friendly views, but did not commit his Government 
}upon any point. Since that time nothing has been done. 
The views of France could not well have been better 
served than by the posture of affairs since 1822. By it 


| they have been enabled to avoid as well the just claims of 


our citizens, as the necessity of giving to them a direct and 
definitive rejection, and to ‘draw the discussions between 
the two Governments from the merits of the respective 
claims to the forms of the negotiation for their adjust- 
ment. Inthis, however wrong her Government may b 
in its position, France is, nevertheless, a great gainer. 

It will be your first business to endeavor to relieve the 
future discussion from the embarrassments that have 1 
sulted from the past; and to do this without committing 
your Government upon a point which it can never yic ld, 
or justifying expectations which cannot be re alized, will 
not be the least delicate or difficult portion of your official 
duties. 

The President concurs in the expediency of separatin 
not 
find, in the circumstances of the case, any consideration 
sufficiently imposing to justify a refusal to negotiate, un 
less our wishes in that respect are complied with. 

His instructions to you, therefore, are, that an earnest 
attempt be first made to induc e the French Government 
to open a negotiation upon the principles advocated by the 
late administration of this Government, but that, in the 
event of a failure to produce that result, you shall agre 
to one embracing all matters in difference between the 
two countries. It is not believed that other than pee 
conferences will be necessary to satisfy yourself on the 
first point. Should you, however, find it otherwise, y« u 
will pursue such course as may seem to you best ad: apter 
to effect the object in view. 

It will be your special duty to see that the change of the 
present positions of the two Governments be effected in 
such a form as not to commit this upon the claims set up 
by France under the Louisiana treaty. The apprehen- 
sion appears to have been that, by consenting to negotiate 
upon that subject, we would admit the construction set uy 
by France, and thus bring the question down to one as to 
the extent of indemnity only. 

The Baron de Damas, in his letter to Mr. Brown, of 
the 11th November, 1825, ‘¢1lt were erroneous to 
believe that the consent to negotiate implied an acknow 
ledgment of the validity of those (the American 
claims. Had this validity been acknowledged, no nego- 
tiation would have been necessary, and the only question 
. ould have been touching their liquidation. It is in 
der to discuss the rights of the American claims that t 
King’s Government has declared its readiness to enter 
to communication with the Federal Government, &c.” 

The application of these views to the opening of your 
negotiation with the French Government, will effect all 
the just objects of both parties. Our claims upon France 
do not stand in need of any aid from inferences and ¢ 
ductions which may be supplied by the forms of ne; 
ation; no such assistance is desired, nor can we consent to 
give any advantage to her in that respect. Whatever 
may be considered to be the principles of diplomacy ' 4 
ona similar point, they must at all times be subservient to 
the declared views and explanations of the parties. In 
making such as you may deem requisite on the occasion, 
you will be careful, whilst you preclude the infer 
alluded to, to avoid a form of e xpression which will : ae W 
on te face that our consent to the negotiation, in the 
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mode proposed, j is ‘merely formal. Such i is not the case. 
Our desire is to bring the two Governments, if possible, 
toa happy and satisfactory adjustment of allthe points of 
collision, but, at all events, to an intelligible and defini- 





tive expression of their respective determinations: so that | the Louisiana treaty. 


one or the other of these results be effected, we are in- 
different as to the form of negotiation through which it is 
to be approached. 

In the negotiation thus commenced, you will exhibit the | 
claims of the United States in bebalf of our citizens, in 
such form as you may deem best calculated to possess the 


French Government fully of their character and extent. |! 


If they agree to make indemnity, you are authorized to 
adopt the mode of liquidation and adjustment, and the 
terms of payment, proposed by Mr. Gallatin in his letter} 
to the Duke de Richelieu, of the 9th of November, | 
1816, making allowances and provision for such claims as 
are upon the schedules now delivered to you, and which 
were not embraced by that letter. 

if the French Government again interposes its preten-| 
sions under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, you} 
will place before it a brief but explicit and full view of| 


215 
(330 Cone. 2d Sxss. 
{for remuneration only, but he was sabacaidnsiiy author- 
ized to agree to it in sucha form as to cover the entire 
claim of France, including, of course, the true construc- 
tion and permanent operation of the contested article of 
The several communications to him 
from this department will apprise you of the particulars 
of the proposed plan. The proposition was formally sub- 
mitted to the French Government, but has never received 
an official and definitive answer from it. Baron de Damas 
declared to Mr. Brown that he did not believe it would 
be satisfactory to them, or productive of much good. He 





verican Commerce. 


inquired whether our Government would include the sub- 
ject of claims in the same arbitration; and, on being 
asked whether they would desire such an arrangement on 
their part, he replied that he did not believe that, even in 
that form, it would be acceptable. 

Should the subject of the arbitration be again brought 
under consideration, you are instructed to repeat the offer 
in the same general termsthat it was made by Mr. Brown. 
But whatever is said or done upon this subject, you will 
have constantly in view that the President cannot consent 





the grounds upon which this Government cannot concur 
in the construction claimed by France. 

The discussions which have already taken place be- 
tween the two Governments upon this point, and which 
are of great length, are herewith delivered to you. The | 
matter is, in our estimation, so plain, and susceptible of | 
such simple and easy demonstration, that it cannot, it is 
supposed, be necessary that you should encumber the} 
discussion by drawing into it many considerations, which, 
though in themselves proper, are not necessary to the} 
vindication of the ground we take, and seem only to fur-| 
nish food for collateral and protracted debate. It is only| 
by losing sight of the words of the treaty by means of de-| 
sultory discussion upon abstract points, 
our construction can be for a moment obscured. France 
desires privileges in the ports of Louisiana, on the ground 
that these privileges are granted as favors to other nations, 
and that she is entitled, by the eighth article of the ces- 
sion treaty, to an equal participation of privileges with the 
most favored nation; whilst the truth is, that the privileges 
she claims are not granted by the United States as a favor 
to any nation, but are the result of purchase by the rendi- 
tion of an equivalent. France asserts her right to * be} 
treated upon the footing of the most favored nation,” in| 
the ports of Louisiana, and she insists upon a practical | 
exercise of that right, which would place her upon al 

* footing”’ essentially, and to the United States injurious- 
ly, different from that of any other nation. 
to her aid the memorial presented by Mr. 


She invokes} of communicating these views. 
Livingston toll ave you at liberty toinsist upon the restriction suggested 


to submit the permanent operation of the eighth article of 
the Louisiana treaty, nor the subject of our claims, to 
arbitrament. 

As a means for obtaining redress for the extensive 


| claims of our citizens, and in the full confidence that the 


United States are clearly right in their construction, he 
will consent to abide by the offer of the late administra- 


| tion, as first proposed, but not to the extension of it. The 


consequences that might result from an erroneous deci- 
sion in the former case, would only be a certain and lim 
ited allowance by way of remuneration for duties received 
by the United States, to be deducted from the claims of 
our citizens, but in the latter it would be a far more exten- 


| sive and serious operation. ‘he claim by France, of perma- 
that the truth o nent commercial privileges in the ports of Louisiana, with 


out an equivalent, and wholly independent of her own 
commercial regulations in respect to the vessels and pro- 
ductions of the United States, can never be voluntarily 
submitted to by them, and the President cannot consent 
to put it in the power of any third party to determine that 
such shall be the case. 

The United States cannot, under the circumstances of 
the case, promise themselves much advantage from the 
submission of their claims to any sovereign Power to which 
it is likely that France would accede; and a dependence 
upon individual responsibility only, in a case of such ex- 
tensive amount, would be dangerous. 

But it is hoped that you will not be under the necessity 
Your proposition will 


the First Consul for an object confessedly, and, to every!in the event of a favorable reception by France, (which 


fair intent, materially different, and seeks through its 
means to induce the United States to acquiesce in a con- 
struction which is shown by their archives to be contrary 
to the intentions of their plenipotentiaries. Ifshe inquires, 
what then was the object of the article, and what right 
loes it secure to France? the answer is obvious: it was 
to give to France privileges in the ports of Louisiana 
greater in duration, but more restricted in their kind, than 
those secured for a limited period to France and Spain, 
by the seventh article; and the right secured to France by 
the eighth article is an obligation on the part of the U nited 
States to make with France any compact in favor of com- 
merce, in reference to the ports in question, which they 
might, at any time thereafter, make with any other nation. 
This, as to all the rest of the world, is optional on the 
part of the United States, but, 
nation, its extension to France became a matter of right 
in those ports. 

Mr. Brown was instructed by the late administration to 





when once made with any} 


is not expected, ) and you can only be called upon to de- 
cide upon the submission of the claims, in answer toa 
counter proposition by France. Such counter proposition 
it is believed, she will be deterred, by the circumstances 
of the case, from making, and particularly by the con- 
sideration that, if the decision of the arbitration be against 
her, it would make her i able for the apeseren claims to 
their whole extent, and thus put aside the idea of a com- 
promise. 

The reasons which constrain this Government to resist 
the claims of France in regard to the Louisiana treaty, 
are equally imperative in preventing a deduction from our 
claims on that account. The result of such a course 
would be claims on our Government from those of our ci- 
tizens who are interested in those we are presenting 
against France for the amount thus deducted. Although 
the President would take great pleasure in facilitating any 
measure which would promote the views of the claimants, 
he cannot consent to do so at the expense of the great 





propose a submission of the questic n to arbitration, first, 
to alimited extent, viz. so asto embrace the French claim 


mass of our citizens who have no interest in those claims, 
| by acknowledging a responsibility which does not exist. 
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If the United States consent to discharge France, upon 
receiving a measure of indemnity which falls short of the 
true amount of the claims of their citizens, it must be 
from other considerations, and the course of your nego- 
tiation must always be such as to preclude a contrary in-| 
ference. You will find no difficulty in possessing the 
French Government fully of the views of this upon that 


subject, and the applications which yet continue to be| 


| tween the two Governments, he would not object to. ae 


duct the one million of livres claimed by the heirs of Beay 
marchais from the amount allowed by France to satisfy the 
claims of American citizens: provided that that allowance, 
be such, in your opinion, as will satisfy all the claims 
which, upon a close examination, shall be found justly 
chargeable toher. If that is not done, you will receive 
whatever proposition is made upon this branch of the su! 


made to it for claims alleged to have been abandoned by |ject, for reference to your Government. 


the treaty of 1800, 
ness. 

If the great extent of our claims, the sacrifices which 
France has already been called upon to make in conse- 
quence of the acts of the former Government, the state of | 
her finances, the improbability of obtaining supplies from | 
the Legislature, and such like grounds, are urged against | 
the allowance, by her, of our claims, you are authorized 


will serve to confirm their correct- 





to say that the President will so far re spect considerations 
of that character, as to receive, in full satisfaction of all| 
our claims, and as a definitive adjustment of all matters in | 
difference between the two countries, a gross sum, to be| 
distributed amongst the claimants by the United States; 
provided that sum shall bear a reasonable proportion to 
the actual extent of our claims. 

The circumstance that France has, at different times, 
evinced a disposition to prefer the satisfaction of one cl: ASS | 
of American claims to others, and has at no time express- | 
ed its definitive views as to the rejection of either, and the| 
mability of the President to appreciate such considera- | 
tions as she may urge in the final discussion of the subject, | 
put it out of his power to pronounce understandingly upon 
the lowest amount on which he would c onsent to conc lude | 
a final arrangement. It moreover, in other respects, 
fitting that the party se eking an abatement from a valid 
claim, should take the lead in submitting propositions to| 
thatend. All that the French Government have a right| c 
to ask, is to be satisfied that that of the United States is 
sincerely willing to adjust the whole affair upon that basis. 
Of this you may give the fullest assurance, as also that any | 
offer which is made to you will be received for refe rence | 
to your Government, and shail be promptly replied to. | 
Should your discussions take this direetion, you will not! 
fail to place before the French minister a view of our 
claims in their whole extent, including interests, and to 
press upon him the importance of making such an offer as 
there is reason to hope will be accepted, and will serve 
the great purposes of justice and conciliation. 

It is not improbable, from the intimations heretofore | 
given by the French ministers, that the claims of the heirs | 
of Beaumarchais upon this Government, for supplies fur- 
nished by him to this country during the revolutionary } 
war, W ill be brought forw ard as a set-off to the claims of| 
our citizens. The opportunities for its examination, 
which have been afforded to you by your situation in Con- 
gress, and particularly by your p: artic ipation in their exa-| 


1S, 


mination by a committee of the House of R¢ presents atives | 
in the year 1824, render it unnecess: ary to enter into any 

thing like an investigation of the merits of that claim. 

The station you are about to occupy will afford you faci- 
lities to make yourseif more fully acquainted with ‘the facts 
and circumstances connected with the transaction, and 
which are still involvec in doubts and mystery. It is the 
wish of the President that you should do so in any event. 
Although the character of this claim will be a good deal 
changed if brought forward and acknowledged to be 
valid by the French Government, yet the better opinion 
will probably still be, that it is an antiquated demand, 
which can only find countenance in the absence of that 
compen knowledge of the facts which has been lost 
through time and circumstances; yet, in consideration of 
the great amount of claims which our citizens have upon 
France, and of the sincere desire which the President en- 
ertains to obliterate any source of future contention be- 


+ 


|with the United States. 


}municate her final determination to this Government 


{just claims of our citizens, 


If there was any sincerity in the language used by thy 
French Government at different times, it is believed that 


; the course now prescribed to you cannot fail to lead to an 


amicable and satisfactory adjustment. I cannot antici: 
what other pretext can be found for longer declining jt 
If we are disappointed in this reasonable expe ctation; if 
France, either because the United States will not allow 
a claim which they are satisfied is wholly untenable, 
which they have reason to apprehend is only used as an 
obstacle to the allowance of claims, on their part, wl 
France cannot, upon princ iple, reject, or, for any ot! 
cause, shall refuse, or longer delay to do us justice in |) 
Ire spect, we shall be constrained to conclude that her pur 
pose is to renounce every idea of a friendly ad justm 
Should you find reason to ay 
prehend a bias in the minds of the public functionaries of 
France so unjust to us, and so adverse to the honor and 
itrue interests of France herself, you will not fail to mal 
every effort in your power to produc e a better feeli 
and wiser and worthier views. The precise tone in \ 
communications, most likely to effect that object, 
be decided upon correctly with a full hada dede re of all 
the circumstances, and must therefore be left to your 01 
judgment: in its exercise, you will remember that, whe 
you have received the ultimate decision of the French 
Government, the Executive branch of this will have exer 
cised all its functions; and that, in the event of an unf 
\vorable determination, it will belong chiefly oe dasetiees 


1 
ate 


| department to decide upon the measures of redress wh 


may be demanded by the occasion. Whilst, theret 
you do not, in effecting the purposes of the Executive 
fall short of : a frank, full, and energetic exposition of t 
rights and injuries of your country, you will discharge 
| the at duty in such a manner as will leave that department 
l}untrammelled in its scuieesilon of the course which a 


| due sense of the honor and interest of the nation may 
| suggest. 


It is the intent and sincere desire of the United States 
to live upon terms of peace and honest friendship with 
nations who respect their rights, but it is equally thei 


(duty and their determination to protect those rights agai! 


}encroachments from any and every quarter. Our clain 
}upon France have been already too long under discussio! 
Sbe must, long since, have made up her mind in regard 


j}to them, and it is due to the sincerity which ought to | 
| observed between friendly Powers, that she should con 


Th 
President wishes to be informed of that determination, 
whatever may be its character. Notwithstanding the feel 
ing of partiality to France with which the recollection 4 
early friendship and past favors have impressed his mi 
the President cannot conceal his regrets at finding that 
the conduct of the French Government in relation to the 
when contrasted with that of 
as little auspicious to the true interests 
of France herself, as to the 1 ‘ights and just objects of the 
United States. The persevering evasions of the sé ettle- 
ment of our claims, for such (whatever may have | 
the views of France) have been the facts, are not calcu- 
lated to inspire confidence or strengthen friendship. 
will be your duty to make the French Government sen 
ble of the influence which the disposition of existing qui 
tions must necessarily have upon the future. 1 he U 
ed States are earne stly desirous of maintaining the m 
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amicable relations with France, and are disposed to make| a protracted continuance of the present untoward state of 
many sacrifices to secure so desirable an object, but they| things. A brave and generous mind never assumes an at- 
can never abandon the claims of their citizens. The pub-| titude of menace as long as any thing can be hoped from 
lic mind here is deeply impressed with the justice and va-| a love of justice, and a regard to the rights of others. On 
lidity of those claims, and you must make the French Go-| neither of these, as motives on the part of his Most Chris- 
vernment sensible of the very high dissatisfaction which aj tian Majesty to a fair adjustment of this fruitful source of 
refusal to discharge them would produce with the Go-| misunderstanding between the two countries, has the Pre- 
yernment and people of these States. sident ever entertained a doubt. 
I am, sir, 
Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Rives. With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
[No. 8.] DeraRTMENT OF STATE, M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, 2d Aprit, 1830. | Witttam C. Rrves, Esq. 


- ; ‘ ; Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Sim: Your several despatches, to No. 14, inclusive, have Picnipetentiany of the United States to France. 
been received at this department, and submitted to the a . : 
President. He approves fully of your reply to the ine P. S. After the preceding was prepared, and at the 
vations of Prince Polignac in regard to portions of his mes- 2 tee of its transmission, I received your despatch No. 
age to Congress which refer to the state of our affairs! oe xy which I am informed that the impression Prince 
with France. It contains, as far as it goes, a fair exposi-| ; olignac had received in regard to that part of the Presi- 
tion of his sentiments upon the point alluded to. pee nt's Message which forms the principal subject of this 
The friendly predilections which have so long existed } communication, had yielded to a more accurate examina- 
between the citizens of the United States and the sub-| #0" of that document by the Prince himself; and, also, 
jects of his Most Christian Majesty; the unceasing endea- that a negotiation has actually commenced upon the sub- 
vors of this Government to place the relations between|!°°! of claims. This declaration, and the subsequent 
the two countries upon the footing of a still more friendly | course of the Prince, do justice to the occasion, and are 
and mutually beneficial intercourse; the liberality display-| “ — of the high source from which they have emanat- 
ed by the United States in not pressing upon France, in| . ; Although the contents of your despatch might well 
the hour of her difficulties, the immediate discharge of| 2° regarded as rendering the preceding letter unnecessa- 
her responsibilities to our citizens; the undeviating deli-| '¥? Lam, nevertheless, directed by the President to trans- 
cacy with which they have presented their claims in the mit it as additional evidence of his desire that the negotia- 
season of her prosperity, and the patience with which| tion should be conducted with the most scrupulous regard 
they have awaited the result, are considerations which pon the personal feelings of his Majesty the King of France. 
should dissuade the King of France from too readily con-| rhe President is not insensible to the impressions which 
struing into a tone of menace the frank, but not unfriend-| the circumstances under which the claims of our citizens 
ly language in which the President has expressed the accrued, are calculated to make upon the mind of his Ma- 
sentiments of the Government and people of the United Jesty, and will, at all times, be found willing to meet the 
States. advances of his Majesty’s Government by every conces- 
In looking through the nistory of this unpleasant sub-| "0 which, ve the most liberal view of the subject, can 
ject of discussion, the past is found to be so pregnant with 1 ne yume be regarded as reconcilable with his official 
causes of dissatisfaction at the course pursued by France] * “~. : , ce . . 
inso perseveringly refusing, for a lapse of fifteen years,| I ne declaration of the Prince upon certain points of the 
to satisfy our just claims, that, if surprise be at all excited, | matters in contestation, although falling far short of the 
it should: be rather at the patient forbearance which has| Just ae a aes of this Governcaent, ms nevertheless, 
characterized the conduct of the United States, than at} oe ying " the President, as affording strong evidence 
any expression of discontent which these long delays have| eee desire on the part of his Majesty r Sorte 
produced among the numerous class of citizens directly} “ea . yaaie the just war of — CHUZENS, and to Fey 
interested in the result of the negotiations. It needs no} tial 7 fk ations between the te Comaeats fr oa the 
uncommon degree of penetration to discover that this un-| oi = eee a — Se subject e gee 
happy cause of difference has exercised a baneful iaflu-| cae . = — ee af, aly basses —_ - 
ence over other subjects of negotiation, involving the ge-| rouge to @ Successful ANG satisrActory termunation, we 
neral interests of the two nations, and that it is constantly | 1") with confidence anticipate the happiest results from 
undermining the friendly spirit by which the people of| the future intercourse between the two ee V.B 
the two countries are naturally drawn towards each other, | a ee 
and which, if properly fostered and directed, would be} - j 
productive of rcatculabl e advantages. This conviction, | : Mr. Van Buren to Mr Rives. 
and a lively sense of the sufferings of those of our citizens [No. 12.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ; J 
in whose behalf so frequent and so earnest appeals have! Washington, 20th April, 1830. 
been made to the justice and honor of the French Govern-|_ Srr: Your despatches Nos. 15 and 16, of the 16th and 
ment, have created in the breast of the President a de-| 25th of February, were received on the 3d and 10th of 
gree of anxiety for the termination of the present state of} this month, and have been submitted to the President. He 
things, which he could not conceal fromthe National Le-| was particularly gratified in learning from the first, that 
gislature. | the repugnance of the French Government, heretofore 
He has, however, no desire nearer his heart than that} exemplified in reference to all former attempts on the part 
of preserving the most harmonious relations with all the! of this, to enter into a negotiation respecting the claims of 
world, but particularly with his Majesty the King of] our citizens upon that Government, has at length yielded 
France, who, with his throne, has, it is confidently believ-| to your discreet and judicious efforts to overcome that ob- 
ed, inherited the liberality and love of justice which dis-| stacle; and that a negotiation between yourself and Prince 
tinguished his august ancestor, the early friend and ally} Polignac for the adjustment of these important interests, 
of the United States. It was to enable the President more! may be considered as now actually commenced, under 
certainly to obtain the fulfilment of this first wish of his| auspices, too, that hold out a cheering prospect that, 
heart, that he called the national attention, in a spirit of| through the continued employment of similar efforts on 
regret and apprehension, to the possible consequences of] your part, it will be brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 
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From the prorogation of the Chambers toa distant ds ay, 
announced in your despatch No. 17, received on the 12th 
instant, it is hoped that the minister will now be able to 
devote the necessary attention to this great object, and} 
that the negotiation will experience no further or mater ial ja 
interruptions. The intelligence, therefore, of that occa- 
sioned by the temporary oe of Prince Polignac, | 
communicated by your No. 15, was received with pecu- 
liar concern, though it was ‘known to have occurred at a| 
period when other cares, incident to the then approach- | 
ing assemblage of the Chambers, would probably have 
absorbed most of his attention, and left him but little time 
to devote to other matters, however pressing or important; ie 
but your de sspatch No. 16, received a few days afterwards, 
relieved us from all anxiety upon this score, by the infor- | 
mation which it brought of the recovery of that minister, 
though it, would have been still more gratifying if it had 
been accompanied by intelligence that the ne gotiation had 
— resumed on his part. 

rhe projet of a convention, prepared by yourself, and | 
enclosed in your No. 16, has been submitted, likewise, to 
the consideration of the President, by whom [am instruct- 
ed to inform you, as it gives me gre: at pleasure to do, that} 
it meets with his general approbation as a safe and conve- 
nient basis for the adjustment of the claims of our citizens | 
upon the Government of France. I am instructed to state 
to you, however, that, instead of the mixed commission | 
which it proposes to establish to effect that object, a gross 
indemnity for these claims, to be distributed amongst 
those for whose benefit it is made by this Government, 
would be omewe * by the Preside nt. In this case, full 
reliance is os upon the discreet exertion of your ‘ f- 
forts, ander the best estimate which yo 
to form of the just indemnities dem: indal , to procure as 
good terms as possible. lf the busine ss canno t be arr anged 
in this way, consistently with your general instructions, 
then the course suggested, of providing for the settlement 
of the claims through the instrument: lity of a mixed com- 
mission, may be adopted, although the are powerful 
objections to a tribunal of that sort, for the adjustment of 
claims of any description, favorably or unfavorably affect- 
ing the respective Governments of its members, however | 
guarded it may be, as was expe the case of all 
those established under the treaty of 1794, between the 
United States and Great Britain, and und St. 
Petersburg, of 1 2th July, 1822, for carry ect 
the first article of the treaty of Ghent. In that case, your 
projet for effecting the object is entirely d, ex- 
cept that a com mis composed of one c ommissioner 
and one arbitrator on each side, would be preferred to 
the one proposed, of two commissioners and one arbitra- 
tor, unless the other, or a different rement, not 
sentially varying the character of mmission, sh¢ 
be insisted upon by the French Government. 

On the subject of the abatement v 
by the French ere from the 
ties claimed on our part, you are airea 
Presiden t's views in calaiion to it; tl 
obtain satisfaction for all just claims whatever citize: 
of the United St French Gave rnment, with- | 
t regard to the classes to which they belong; that hei 
disposed to yield none, but upon unavoidable necessity, 
and to avert a greater injury, foregoing the opps rtu- 
nity to procure satis: ictory adjustment and 
largest portion of them It is ex pected, refore, t! 
your strenuous exertions will be u >the Fi ne 
Governm nt to allow all that can be ete _ 
and guise principles. The is W ell a 
however, that there are considerations appertaining 
subject, which may lead that Government to in sis 
reduction in referenc 
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| under other circumstances, might be insisted upon, on our 
part, for the sake of obtaining all that is practicable. Shou! d 
the necessity of doing this, or to forego the opportunit 
|of effecting an arrangement otherwise desirable, become 
apparent and imperious, the President, in that case, would 


agree to the adoption of such a course. 


As your opportunities and situation will enable you to 
form a better judgment in regard to the precise class of 
|cases which, in that event, it might be advisable to al an 
don, or the extent of the reductions required by circun 
stances, the President necessarily very niuch elles Su 
your discretion in both these points, thatas little be 

up as possible. This, of course, will be greatly re gulated 
by the objections urged against particular claims in y 
discussions with the French Government; by the deg: 
‘of estimation in which the different classes of all these 
claims are held by that Government; by existing cir 
he 


bability of that Govern 


M- 


them; and by a variety of other considerations, which cai 
be better, if not alone, judged of by yourself. 
Under these circumstances, desirous as the Presid 


|to assume all practicable responsibility in relation t 
jimportant interests concerned, 


he is, nevertheless, c 
strained to leave much to your judgment and discret 
towards the adjustment and settlement of them upx 
best terms attainable; and whilst he reposes the ut 
confidence in the prudence of the measures whic! 
shall adopt upon this occasion, you have a sure pledge, 
the confidence inspired by your talents and patri . 
that, whatever may be the issue, if it shall appear that you 
have acquitted yourse If, as is anticipated, of the high tri 
thus committed to your charge, with the zeal and a 
which have heretofore distinguished your career in t! 
public service, your conduct will be 
country. 

The President, however, concurs in the opinion w! 
you hav e expre ssed, that, if reductions are insisted uy 
the claim for interest, and those or iginating in transact 
antecedent to the treaties of 1800 and 1803, are the cl 
in which concessions should be made. 
fore, 


im) 


approved by vi 


You are, the: 

hereby inve sted with his authorit y toal yand 

a portion of th a under such renunciations as n 

required by the French Government, if it should ap] 

that this is made a sine gua non to the successful 

tion of the residue; but this is not to be prop 

in the last resort. 
The mode proposed by you for selectir 

is deemed greatly preferable to that 
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its adoption. If the French G 
+ enterinto a positive stip ] 
to pay for any proportion or classes of the property 
demned, you are authorized (the wr claims being s 
factorily provided for) to adopt the basis upon whic 
Gallatin’s prop ositions s to the Duke a Richelieu 
have been founded, by leaving that question to | 
mined by the joint commission. 

You are, moreove T, authorized to sul 
que stion upon the cighth article of the ] 
ition to the if it 
pensably necessary to a successful prosecution of 
negotiation upon the subject of but, in tha 
you will take especial care that the submission be made in 
such a form as ep exclude tiie general question « f the fu 
ture and permanent construction of that article, accordin: 
to the tenor 
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Your obedient servant 
M. V 
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p. S. Upon a more careful examination of the conven- | Should, tl herefore, the proposed relate to the com- 
tion of 1822, it is found that, agreeably to the intimation | mission, contemplated by your projet, of the question 
in the closing paragraph of your despatch No. 16, the | arising under the eighth arti icle of that convention, be de- 
abolition of discriminating duties it provides for, is con- cided" against the United States, the sum to be refunded 
fined to the cargoes imported in vessels of the respective | to France will be the aggregate of the alien duty levied 
parties; and that the alien tonnage duty of 94 cents per| upon French vessels in the ports of Louisiana during a 
tonon French vessels in the ports of the United States, | period commencing with the abolition of similar duties 
and of five francs on American vessels in the ports of| upon British vessels, under the convention between the 
France, is expressly retained by the fifth article of that! United States and Great Britain, of the 3d July, 1815, 
convention. The erroneous impression in relation to this) which constitutes the first instance of such an abolition in 
subject, to which you refer, was the result of'a construc-| favor of any nation, and ending with the date of the con- 
tion given to the letter from Mr. C lay to Mr. Brown, of| vention or agreement which will terminate the negotiation 
the 28th Mz ay, 1827. In further confirmation of your and | in which you are now engaged. 
my present view of the subject, I have found, upon in-| A statement of the duties thus levied is now preparing 
quiry at the Treasury De partment, that the alien tonnage | at the Treasury Department, and, if completed in time, 
duty has, down to the present time, been actually levied | will accompany this despatch. It is communicated to you 
upon French vessels entering the ports of Louisiana since | for information only, and not with a view to its being used 
the expiration of the twelve years during which they were, | by the French Government as a basis upon which it may 
agreeably to the provisions of the seventh article of the estim: ite the amount of its demand in the event ofan award 
Louisiana convention, exempted from the payment of such | in its fay 


luty. M. V. B. 





{Referred to in the preceding despatch. ] 
Statement exhibiting the quantity of French tonnage whi 


h entered the ports of Louisiana during the several years ending 
31st December, 1815, to 1829, inclusive 


showing, also, the rates of duty to which it was subject during those years. 


Rates of duty. . 
‘ “6 . Light money a 
. lonnage duties. 50 o sai ae Total. 
mee: | Bs z ie gs ts. r ton. 
Years. | 6 cts. per | 50 cts. per| § “P ¢ pe 
| | 


Ton. Dollars. 


1,743 


Treasury DEpaARTMENT, 
Register’s Office, A, ril 24, 1830. 
MICHAEL NOURSE, dctinge Register. 


Exiracts.--Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Rives. | dispositions evinced by him towards the close of his career 

las Minister of Foreign Affairs under "the late King, with 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | regard to the claims of our citizens upon the Government 

Washington, Sept. 27, 1830. | of France, for bri nging r that important concern toa satis- 

Your despatches to No. 38, inclusively, have been | fac tory conc lusion: but it is confidently e xpecte d by the 
et at this department. President, that, under disposit ions equally, or still more 
Conformably w ith the exist ng state of things in France, | favorable, upon the part of the present Government, that 

: have the pleasure to transmit to you, he rewith, the cre- | important busi ness will be speedily and satisfactorily 
ential letter of the President, accrediting you to the new |terminated. You will accordingly press the subject upon 
Covesament of that country, in the axe acter of envoy | that Government by all the argume nts and suggestions 
extraordinary and minister plenip« stentiary of the United | which you know so well how to employ advantageously 
States, addressed to his M. C. Majesty Louis Philippe, | to that end; and, in doing this, you will, if you should 
King of the French, &c. &c. | deem it prudent to present the subject in this point of 
* * * * * lview to its consi leration, ex] plicitly state that the known 

It is greatly to be regretted that circumstances should | sympathies of the people of the United States, as far as 
ve prevented vou, at the time, from taking advantage | they have been exemplified in the short space of time 
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the establishment of that Government upon the ruins of 
the late one, are universally and enthusiastically in favor 
of that change, and of the principle upon which it was 
effected; that in proportion to the extent of these senti- 
ments, and of the degree of their confidence in the en- 
lightened wisdom and equitable councils of those who 
have been called to the administration of that Govern- 
ment, their disappointment would be so much increased 
by further unnecessar y procrastination in the adjustment 


of the claims referred to. 


. - * 


tliscaans C. Rives, Esq. &c. &c. &e. 


* 


Extracts.—Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Rives. 
No. 19.] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 16th Oct. 1830. 
Srr: Your despatch, No. 40, has been received. The 
assurances of the King, although general in their terms, 
when taken in connexion with the confidence which the 
President reposes in the justice and liberality of his Ma- 


jesty, and the reliance he places upon the sympathies of 


regenerated France, inspire him with a lively hope that 
the long standing and vexatious subject of our reclama- 
tions will now be speedily and satisfactorily adjusted. 

It is the wish of the President to take upon himself all 
the responsibility in the negotiation which can be assumed, 


without endangering either its success abroad, or that of 


his exertions to bring it to a conclusion which will prove 
satisfactory to those of our citizens who are directly and 
individually interested in its results. 
this disposition, that, in regard to our claims upon France, 
the instructions already given to you are far more specific 
than any which have heretofore proceeded from this Go- 
vernment upon the same subject. The only restraint, 
which, in this regard, he feels it to be his duty to respect 
arises from the consideration, that if, which is now more 
probable than ever, the settlement should ultimately take 
the form of the allowance of a gross sum by France, the 


various rights and claims to precedence which may be | 


urged by our own citizens, will have to be settled by 
Congress, either directly, or through the agency of a tri- 
bunal to be organized by them for that purpose; and 
from the expediency that that body should, in the dis- 
charge of this duty, be left at libe rty to exercise a free | 
discretion, as far as practicable, unfettered by any opi- 
nions previously and unnecessarily expressed by the E X- 
ecutive, in the course of the negotiations, as to what will, 
in that event, become conflicting claims advanced by our 
citizens. 

Upon a careful re-examination and reconsideration of 
the instructions which have been already given to you, as 


well in regard to that portion of the claims which is for | 


property not condemned, as those of all other descrip- 
tions, it is found that they are sufficiently full and explicit 
to enable you to carry into effect the wishes of this Go- 
vernment in this respect, as far as the dispesitions of that 
of France may allow you to do. If, however, upon a re-| 
view of the subject, you should still think otherwise, and 
so inform this department, such further directions as you 
may desire will be promptly and explicitly given. 

It is not apparent from your last despatch whether you 
expect that the proposition submitted by you to Prince 


s 


Polignac, in regard to the reciprocal reduction of duties| 


upon the wines of France and the cottons of the United 


States, will again come up for consideration. The Presi- 
dent has, how ever 
ject to an intelligent merchant and practised statesman 
for his opinion, and when it is receive d, I shall communi- 
cate further with you upon that point. We hope, how. 
ever, without at all n mate an o pinion unfa- 
vorable t] xpediency fitness of the measurs 
referred to, that you will be able to satisfy the French Go 


i 


it 
\canings to int 


to ie ¢ or 


It is in pursuance of 


3 iof the 


, submitted your views upon that sub-} 


vernment of the injustice of continuing the use which has 
heretofore been made of the construction given by it to 
the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, and of the supe. 
rior fitness of an independent adjustment of the matter of 
reclamations. I have already alluded to the increased 
confidence of the people of this country in the justice 
and amity of the present ruling power in France, and to 
their expectations, consequent thereon, in regard to the 
speedy and liberal settlement of our claims. This Go. 
vernment is well aware that, in this respect, due weight 
is not given to the obstacles which you will yet have to 
contend with, and does all in its power to save you from 
possible prejudice on that account, by repressing any ex. 
cess of confidence wherever that can be done with pro. 
priety. 

* * 


* ¥ 


Esq. &e. &c. &e. 


* 
Wruiam C. Rivrs, 


Extracts.—Mr. 
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Rives. 
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Van Buren to Mr. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 8th November, 1 

Sir: l received, some time ago, and laid before the 
President, your despatches Nos. 28 and 30, with their en. 
closures; and, according to the intimation in my despatch 
to you of the 16th of October, I now proceed to give you, 
under direction of the President, such instructions as are 
called for by those despatches, upon the propositions sub- 
mitted by you to Prince Polignac, in your note to him of 
the 20th of May, a copy of which note came subjoined to 
ithe first mentioned of them. There would be cause of 
regret and disappointment if the French Government 
should still persist in connecting with the negotiation for 
la settlement of the claims of our citizens upon it, a nego. 

| tiation concerning its pretensions under the eighth arti 
Louisiana convention; thus keeping united tw 
subjects of totally distinct characters, and bearing no sort 
of affinity to each other: one exclusively and entirely ap. 
pertaining to bona fide private claims of our citizens for 
the proceeds of a large amount of property, many years 
ago wrested from them in violation of all acknowl dge d 

| principles of — law, under authority of the then ex 
isting Government of France, and c: urried into the trea- 
sury, or applied to the public purposes of that Goverr 
ment; and the other appertaining to a national contract, 
jin interpretation of which there may exist an honest 
| difference of opinion between the parties; the first look- 
ing to the recovery and liquidation of uncontroverted a nd 
{incontrovertible private claims, the other to the establish- 

|ment of a doubtful national one, about which the pai 

entertain an irreconcilable difference of opinion. If t 
however, should prove to be the case, the President sec 
jno objection to your concluding a convention with t! 
|French Government upon the basis of the propositi 
|contained in your note to Prince Polignac, above referr 
jto, stipul: iting a reci iproc: il and reasonable reduction of the 
| dutie s upon French wines on their importation into the 
United States, taking proper care, however, that the sti- 
| pul ition for this reduction of duties does not conflict wit! 
our engagements to other nations, by which we are bound 
to impose no higher duties upon articles the pro duce of 
|the soil or industry of those nations, than upon similar ar- 

\ticles of other nations, when imported into the Uni 


| States, and a correspondent reduction of the duties up: 
our cottons when imported into France; but he 
not be willing to consent to a longer period than —— 
years for the continuance of such a convention, though 

|there would be no objection to its containing a provision 

|for the further continuance of it, indefinite ly 5 er ss one 

lo or other of the parties should give notice to th« 
inthe case of the convention with Prussia of 

| May, 1828, of its intention to arrest the operati 
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p. S. Since the foregoing was prep 
spatches to No. 48, inclusively, have been received at this 
department. It is perceived, with the deepest concern, 
from these despatches, particularly that numbered 43, 
that the new French Government is actuated by a policy, 
with regard to the claims of our citizens, at variance with 
all the anticipations entertained and cherished here upon 
the subject; that the mere amount of indemnities de- 
mandable, or of that which we might be willing to accept 
in satisfaction of them, without reference to the justice or 
validity of the claims themselves, is now made an obsta- 
cle to their adjustment! 

You will take care to make that Government acquainted 
with the extent of the disappointments which the Presi- 
dent has already experienced in the multiplied postpone- 
ments of that adjustment upon professedly other grounds 
than this, and that the avowal of such a one, in such a 
quarter, both surprises and disappoints him. 








M. V..3B. 
Wixxiram C. Rives, &c. &e. &e. 





Extract.--Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Rives. 
[No. 23. ] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
7 Washington, 22d December, 1830. 
Sin: I took occasion, in my despatch to you numbered 
21, to acknowledge the receipt of your several communi- 
cations to No. 49, inclusively, and to state that no time 
would be lost in making you acquainted with the views of 
the President respecting the various points to which the 
last of those communications more particularly refers. 
These have received his earnest attention; and, although 
we are not yet in possession of the promised answer of 
Count Molé to your note to him of the 25th September 


last, yet the account given by you of your interview with| their general character. 
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ared, your de-|report referred to, the President cannot regard it in any 
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other light than as a preliminary step on the part of the 
French Government to arrive at a more correct under- 
— of the whole subject, nor consider its decisions 
as precluding any portion of the claims of our citizens to 
indemnity, or affecting the obligations of France to do jus- 
tice to their demands. 

The President, ever disposed to listen, and, as far as it 
is competent for the Executive branch of the Govern- 
ment, to do full justice to any fair demands which may be 
preferred against it, sees with satisfaction the proposed 


reference to the same commission of the alleged claims 


which the French Governmeut has, at various times, in 
the course of the negotiations, brought forward against 
the United States, as an offset to those of our citizens. 
It is hoped that, after such an investigation, that Go- 
vernment will, in a spirit of justice, discriminate be- 
tween those which can, in its opinion, be sustained upon 
principle, and those resting upon grounds which the Unit- 
ed States cannot admit; and that the pretensions of 
France, when thus separated from all matters foreign to 
the subject, will, like those of the United States, pre- 
sent simple questions, on which it will be more easy for 
the two Governments to arrive at an amicable under- 
standing. 

Owing to the uncertain character and inadequacy of 
the information possessed by this Government respecting 
the claims which it may be the intention of that of France 
to submit to the investigation of the proposed commis- 
sion, and to bring forward on the renewal of the negotia- 
tion, it is found impracticable to state precisely what 
views it will ultimately take of them; some of these claims 
being now mentioned for the first time, and finding us 
entirely unprovided with the means of ascertaining even 
If by ** claims for supplies,” be 


that minister, of the 15th October, is so fur indicative of| meant that which has several times been presented to 


the sentiments then entertained by the French cabinet in 
relation to the pending negotiation respecting our claims} 
on France, as to justify our anticipating the contents of 
the promised communication, by apprising you of the 
views of your Government upon the subject, for the pur- 
pose of enabling you promptly to avail yourself of any 
favorable advance in the negotiation to bring it to a speedy 
and satisfactory termination. 

The hopes entertained by the President, that this de-| 
sirable object will, without much longer delay, be accom- 
plished, have been increased by the indications contained 
in your last despatches, of a disposition, on the part of| 
the French Government, to bring the negotiation to wach | 
a turn as will enable the parties to come to a final under-| 
standing upon all the points of controversy which have 
arisen in the course of their discussions upon the subject} 
of claims. Although he does not flatter himself that the | 
Government of France is yet fully impressed with the jus-| 
tice of our demands in their whole extent, yet he cannot 

y himself the satisfaction of believing that its profess-| 
ed desire of effecting an adjustment of this subject will 
lead to some decisive step on its side in relation to it; and| 
that the liberal principles which now animate the French 
nation and her councils, will secure to the United States| 





aa S ; » . } ii cae . 71 mine cf the Ve ie 
a fair hearing, and a just settlement of their demands. {It appears, however, that the burning of the Vengeance 


The first subject which recommends itself to our con-| was an act of violence committed by an exasperated mob 


sideration, is the report presented by Count Molé to the 
King, and approved and signed by his Majesty, the con- 
clusions of which were submitted for your perusal. Of 
the character of that report, nothing can now be said, as 
its premises are yet unknown here: but the President 
considers, as an advance in the negotiation, the recom- 
mendation contained in the conclusions of that report, 
that the negotiation be resumed with you. 

With respect to the commission of investigation, to con- 


Congress in the name of the heirs of Caron de Beaumar- 
chais, its official presentation by the French Government 
to the Executive of the United States, before whom it ne- 
ver has been presented in that form, would undoubtedly 
claim in its behalf that degree of attention, on the part of 
this Government, to which all demands emanating from 
a similar source must ever be entitled; and if, upon ex- 
amination by a competent authority, it should be found to 
constitute a fair claim upon the United States, the Presi- 
dent would feel it his duty to consent to its being embraced 
in any arrangement to which you may agree, having for 
its object a reciprocal and final adjustment of all de- 
mands of indemnity on both sides. This subject was ad- 
verted to in your original instructions, and what is there 
said respecting it is again recommended to your notice. 
With regard to the claim growing out of the destruc- 
tion, by fire, at Savannah, in 1811, of the French priva- 
teer ** Vengeance,” likewise referred to in Count Molé’s 
report as intended to be called up at the renewal of the 
negotiations, the accidental loss of the records of the cor- 
respondence of this department during the period of that 
occurrence, and the absence of documentary information 
respecting the circumstances attending it, render it dif_i- 
cult to form a correct estimate of the merits of that claim. 


during a very severe contest between French sailors and 
|a party of rioters, in consequence of an affray which had 
| taken place before, and in which an American had been 
| killed, anda French sailor mortally wounded. It appears, 
also, from the communications of Mr. Serurier, then min- 
\ister of France in the United States, to the Secretary of 
State, that, notwithstanding the interference of the police 
and military of Savannah, the circumstances of the riot 
were such as to induce him to make a formal demand upon 


sist of members of the two Chambers, the formation of|this Government for the immediate commencement of a 


which is hkewise recommended by the conclusions of the|iegal prosecution, and for the exemplary punishment of 
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the guilty; of satisfaction to his sovereign for the insult 


alleged to have been offered to the French flag, and of admitted. 


indemnity to the owners of the vessel destroyed on that 
occasion. 


The loss of the record referred to above, and of the re-! 


port which was made at the time by the district attorney 
for Georgia, deprives us of the means of ascertaining the 
view which was then taken of the matter by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and what answer was returned 
to Mr. Serurier’s communications. Measures have been 
adopted to supply that loss, which, if successful, will 
doubtless enable the President to cause more precise in- 
formation as to the validity of the claim to be communi- 
cated to you. 

This department is more at a Joss to understand what is 
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the method to be adopted for the liquidation of the claims 
If a preference has hitherto been given by 
|him to one mode over another, it was done upon views of 
convenience alone, of which no circumstances have yet 
occurred to produce a change. The President is unwil- 
ling to insist upon the adoption of any particular mode, 
and will readily assent to one which, without sacrificing 
or abridging the rights of the claimants, will meet the 
views of the French Government, and lead to a prompt 
and satisfactory settlement. 

I regret to have to state to you, that, notwithstanding 
the earnest desire of the department to ascertain the views 
of the claimants as to the terms upon which they would 
agree to a final arrangement, and to produce a concert of 
action among them, that desirable object has not yet been 


meant by the French Government in its mention of accomplished, and that the probability that it ever will be 


**claims of French subjects to lands in Louisiana.” So 
far, its inquiries have led to no result calculated to aid its 
judgment in relation to those pretended claims. The 
subjoined memorandum from a Senator familiar with the 
entire subject of land claims in that country, constitutes 
all the data I have as yet been able to collect upon the 
subject, confirms the President in his opinion that the 
claim is entirely groundless, and strengthens my own con- 
viction that an investigation of its merits will lead to the 
establishment of the correctness of these opinions. 

The President, however, is unwilling that any obstacles 
of this nature should interpose themselves to a satisfacto- 
ry adjustment of all the claims which either of the two 
nations may have upon the other, and will not refuse his 
assent to any proposition which may lead to an investiga- 
tion of the real merits of this claim, and of that arising 


from the destruction of the ‘* Vengeance.” He is, more- 


over, ready to consent that satisfaction be made for them 
by this Government, if, after a proper investigation of all 
the circumstances, they should appear to constitute a fair 


demand upon the justice of the United States. 

As the claimants under the grants to the Baron Bastrop 
and Marquis de Maison Rouge are understood to reside 
in this country, it is believed that your supposition that 
they are amongst those referred to by the French Govern- 
nent is erroneous. 

As regards the subject of the French pretensions under 
the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, which have 
been the cause of so much discussion, and so long served 
as a pretext for a denial, on the part of France, of the 
justice due to our citizens, the opinion of the President 
as to the principle involved in that question is now, as it 
must ever remain, unchanged. It would, therefore, be 
as unprofitable as useless, at this time, to renew the dis- 
cussions touching those principles. The former instruc- 
tions of this department, as contained in my despatch 
numbered 20, have so fully explained to you the manner 
in which the President is willing to compromise this un- 
happy subject of difference, as to render any further men- 
tion of it unnecessary. The arrangement proposed in 
this respect has the twofold object to dispose forever of 


this vexatious subject of dispute, and to facilitate, at the | 


same time, the further development of the commercial 
resources of the two countries, and bind them still more 
strongly together by the ties of mutual interests. The 


President indulges the confident expectation that his Ma-| 
jesty’s Government, to whom, doubtless, you will, ere| 


this, have communicated his liberal proposition, will dis- 
cover in the measures it contemplates an earnest of his 
friendly sentiments towards the French nation, and of his 
desire to do his utmost to remove all difficulties which 
may stand in the way of a final settlement of all differ- 
cnces between the two countries. 

The instructions heretofore transmitted to you have put 
you fully in possession of the views of the President in re- 
ference to the last point mentioned by you, 

to be ‘ 


© referred to the proposed commission, that is to say 


as int 


, 


nded 


attained is remote. It is, therefore, extremely difficult, 
if not impracticable, at this time, to furnish you with po- 
sitive information as to the reduction in the total amount 
of the claims to which it would be just or prudent to 
agree. Nothing can, consequently, now be added to the 
views which have already been made known to you upon 
|this branch of the subject. ‘The President is not insen- 
lsible to the force of the considerations alluded to in your 
last despatch, as drawn from the staleness of the claims, 
the difficulties unavoidably attending their adjustment, 
the unsettled state of political affairs in Europe, and par- 
ticularly in France, and the financial embarrassments of 
that country, arising from the present reduction in her re- 
venue. These considerations, although in no way affect- 
ing the rights of the claimants, or the obligation of France 
to indemnify them, cannot be totally divested of that de- 
gree of influence which similar considerations must needs 
exercise over all relations between debtor and creditor. 
| The President is not now more disposed than he ever was 
Ito yield any thing of the just rights of his fellow-citizens; 
but he cannot so far disregard the force of the considera- 
tions to which reference has just been made, as to decline 
| receiving, in the most indulgent and conciliatory spirit 
lany reasonable offer which may be made by the French 
| Government in full satisfaction of our claims, provided it 
shall bear a fair proportion to the amount which, upon a 
|view of the whole subject, shall be deemed sufficient to 
|cover the claims which this Government ought, under th 
\circumstances, to insist upon. Your own acquaintal be 
|with the subject, as derived from the instructions and do- 
|cuments furnished you by this department, and from other 
sources of local information, must be your guide in con- 
sidering the amount which would be deemed acceptable 
by your Government, whom you will ever ‘ind disposed 
to give a liberal support to any act of yours founded in 
the spirit of your instructions, and dictated by existing 
circumstances, which shall have for its object the real 
terests of the claimants, and the final adjustment of differ- 
‘ences, in the settlement of which each day’s delay adds 
fresh injury to the interests involved in them. 
* * ~ * . +. 





Witram C. Rives, Esq. &c. &e. Ke. 


Paper referred to in the preceding despatch ( No. 2 


Mr. Rives. 


Senate Caamper, December 14, 18 
| 


| **Mr. Benton complies with the request of Mr. Van 
Buren, in stating what he knows of the two ancient 
|French grants referred to. 

**1. The grant on the Arkansas to Mr. Law. 

‘‘Mr. B. presumes this to be the grant on which the 


|German emigrants were settled under the patronage of 


|Mr. Law; and who, upon the failure of that gentleman, 
jabandoned the possession, with the view of returning 


} ther 


Europe, but stopped at New Orleans, accepted © 


¢ 


igrants from the Governor of Louisiana on the coast of (he 
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above the city, and formed what has been | 1st of May and the sailing of the last packet. A slight 


called ever since ‘ The German Coast.’ The grant on the | hope is also entertained that some result, in the course of 


Arkansas to Mr. L."I now consider as a nullity. 
probably been regranted, perhaps to Winter. 
«¢2, The grant near the old Fort Toulouse, on the Ala-| have been sent by some other route. 


bama. 


It has/the negotiation, has been produced of sufficient import- 


jance to be forwarded by a special messenger, who may 


Whatever the 
| cause of our disappointment may be, no part of it is as- 


«This was in the heart of the Creek nation of Indians. | cribed to a want of attention on your part. 


They continued to occupy the country supposed to be 
eovered by the grant until the nation was conquered by 
It was then ceded to the Unit- 
ed States by treaty, and has since been sold under our! 
land laws, and is now occupied and cultivated by Ameri- 


General Jackson, in 1814. 


can citizens. 


[No. 32. ] 


Sim: Herewith you will receive the copy of a resolu- 
tion adopted by the House of Representatives during the | 
late session of Congress, referring the claim of the heirs 
of Caron de Beaumarchais to the President of the United 
States as a matter of negotiation, fogether with an ex- 

act of a private letter in relation to that claim, which I 


I consider this grant also a nullity.” 


Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Rives. 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 7th April, 1831. 


tr 
tr 
have just received from Mr. Speaker Stevenson. 


According to your general instructions of 20th July, 
1829, you are given to understand that the President 
would not object to the deduction of the one million of 
livres, claimed by those heirs, from the amount that might 


Your despatches Nos. 68, 69, and 70, have been re- 
a since the last communication from this department, 
and would have been sooner acknowledged, but for the 
daily hope of receiving the account of some definitive 
proposition to which we might, at the same time, reply. 

From the tenor of your last communication to the 
French ministry, it seems quite unnecessary to repeat to 
you the President’s wish that the negotiation should be 
brought to a definitive conclusion, if, unfortunately, a 
successful result should not have been obtained when you 
receive this letter. 

Iam, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDW. LIVINGSTON. 

Witrram C. Rives, Esq., &c. &e. &e. 





Mr. Livingston to Mr. Rives. 
[No. 38.] DEPARTMENT or Sratr, 
Washington, August 4, 1831. 
Sir: At the date of your last despatch, No. 72, the 
position of our affairs was such as to excite hopes of a 


+ 


be allowed for the satisfaction of the claims of American] favorable termination to our just and long protracted de- 


citizens upon the French Government, provided the sum 
so allowed by that Government should, in your opinion, 
be commensurate with the object; but the mode of mak-! ceeding packet. 


mand for compensation to our citizens. We, therefore, 
looked with some impatience for the arrival of the suc- 
Two have, within a few days, arrived ; 


ing or effecting this deduction is not particularly describ-| one of the 10th June, bringing only duplicates of your 
ed, and was, therefore, intended to be left very much to| despatches Nos. 71 and 72, and the other of the 22d, 


your discret 


ion. Ifthe suggestions of Mr. Stevenson, on| bringing only newspapers. 


In whatever state the nego- 


this point, could be turned to advantage, consistently with] tiation may be, it is very important that we should, by 
the spirit of those instructions, it would be very agreeable! every packet, be advised of its progress or interruption. 


to the President that the proposed arrangement should, 


in that case, be made to correspond with them. 


Wittram 


No. 36.] 


iam, with great respect, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
M. VAN BUREN. 
C. Rives, Esq., &c. &c. Ke. 





Mr. Livingston to Mr. Rives. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, June 25, 1831. 





The President is perfectly convinced, from your dili- 
gence and energy in urging the settlement of these claims, 
that no new instructions are necessary to give activity to 
your exertions, But he requests me to direct, if, on the 
arrival of this letter, some specific offer that you may 
|ceem worthy of being referred to your Government be 
not made, that you will signify to the French ministry the 
|extreme disappointment felt by the President at the de- 
}lays which have intervened under the present Govern- 
|ment, more especially since the justice of our claim was 
{conceded by the last. You will add, that pains have been 
| taken by our Government to repress the expression of the 


Sin: It gives me great satisfaction to begin our official] feelings of impatience which pervade not only the par- 
correspondence by a repetition, which I am directed to] ties interested, but the whole community on this subject, 


L 


sy 


your last d 


espatch. 


make, of the President’s high sense of the talent, firm-| which, if not allayed, must naturally create an unfriendly 
ness, and propriety, with which you have conducted the {national feeling; and, unless prompt measures are taken to 
lificult negotiation entrusted to you up to the date of|render justice, will be communicated from the people to 
A perfect concurrence in this opi-| their representatives, who are soon to assemble; that the 


nion, resulting from a careful perusal of your correspond- | President, in the exercise of his constitutional duty, must 


] leasure. 


ence, enables me to perform this duty with the greater|lay before Congress a true statement of this important 


ifeature in our foreign relations; that its effects cannot 


Your last letter, No. 70, by General Bernard, gave a} but tend to injure that harmony and kind feeling which, 


reasonable expectation that, by the packet of the 16th|as yet, subsist between the two nati 


is, and which, but 


May, we should hear that some offer worthy of conside-| for this denial of justice, would become stronger and 


G 


some impatience. 


ation had been made by the French Government 


pers, and a duplicate of your despatch No. 70. | 
The great diligence you have always shown in ke eping| have any thing important to communicate or not. 


the department informed of every thing necessary to be 
Known, convinces me that some accident has prevented 
receiving the information which, Lam very certain, | 
not fail to give of what passed between the! 


our 


you would 





This! more intimate; that it will be your duty to report any 
belief was increased by the verbal communications of the | longer delay, asa proof that nothing more can be expect- 
neral, and the arrival of the packet was expected with|ed; and that, for that purpose, you request such an an- 
It came on the 22d; but, much to our) swer as will enable us to judge what we are 
disappointment, brought nothing from you but newspa- 


to expect. 
I repeat, by the President’s desire, a former request, 
that we may hear from you by every packet, w hether you 


Iam, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDW. LIVINGSTON. 
Wiitram C. Rives, Esq., &c. &e. &C 
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Extract.—Mr. Brent, acting Sec’y of State, to Mr. Rives. 


[No. 40.] DrEpaRTMENT OF STATE, 


Washington, September 9, 1831. 


Sin: Ihave the pleasure to inform you that, on the 3d 
of this month, Mr. Draper reached this city, and safely 
delivered your despatches Nos. 73, 74, and 75, with the 
treaty which you had concluded and signed on the 4th of 
July with the French Government; and that, on the 4th 
instant, Captain Stevens, of the navy, arrived with dupli- 
cates of the despatches referred to, and a copy of the 
treaty, together with your original despatches Nos. 76 
and 77, which he has also safely delivered. 

I am directed by the President, in the absence of the 


APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 


Spoliations on American Commerce. 


the correspondence commencing with Mr. Gallatin’s letter 


to the Duke of Richelieu, of the 16th of November, 1816 
and ending with that of his excellency Baron de Damas to 
me, dated the 11th of November, 1825. 

I told him that my Government could not admit the pro- 
priety of associating, in the same negotiation, the disputed 
demand under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty 
and incontestable claims of American citizens, a large por- 
tion of which, as I had already stated, so far from being 
questioned, had been admitted by France to be just; and 
that it was with surprise and regret that the United States 
perceived the persevering adherence of France to the 
principle of the unnatural connexion. Put, whilst the 
American Government must constantly protest against 


Secretary, to acquaint you with his perfect satisfaction of }and repeat its strong conviction that the pretension of 
the zeal and ability with which you conducted the nego-| France, under the Louisiana treaty, has no just foundation, 
tiation on the part of this Government, which led to the | had been instructed to afford a new and signal proof of 
conclusion of the treaty in question, and to felicitate you, |the equitable disposition of my Government, by proposing 


in his behalf, on the relief which you will have derived 

from the successful accomplishment of that important ob- 

ject, in reference to the truly arduous, difficult, and labo- 

rious character of the service which it involved. 
o 


* x 2 * 


Wittiam C. Rives, Esq., &c., &e., &c. 


Extract.—Mr. Livingston to Mr. Rives. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 26th September, 1831. 

F Sir: Having, after an absence of some weeks, just re- 
turned to the seat of Government, I have only time, by 
this packet, hastily to acquit myself of the very pleasing 
duty of conveying to you a repeated assurance of the 
great satisfaction with which the President has received 
the important treaty you have concluded. He instructs 
me to say that the manner in which you have carried on 
the negotiation meets his entire approbation, and that he 


[No: 41.] 


is convinced the result has been quite as favorable as we | 


could have expected; and, my own opinion coinciding 
perfectly with his, I congratulate you on the success of 


your persevering and talented exertions, and on the great | 


advantages they have procured to your country. 
Wituram C. Rives, Esq. 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to France. 


Mr. Brown to Mr. Clay. 

{No. 72.] Panis, 8th September, 1827. 

Sim: I addressed a note to his excellency Baron de 
Damas, requesting an interview. He returned me an an- 
swer, appointing the 7th instant, at half past one o’clock, 
to receive me. I waited on him at that hour, and, in order 
to comply with your instructions of the 28th of May, | 
briefly, but distinctly, brought to his recollection the vari- 
ous measures to which the United States had resorted in 
order to obtain from France a settlement of the claims of 
our citizens for spoliations on theircommerce. Arriving, 
in the course of my narrative, at that period when the 
negotiations were arrested by the unexpected interposi- 
tion of the claim of France, under the eighth article of 
the Louisiana treaty, I stated, fully, the reasons assigned 
by my Government for refusing to unite that claim in the 
same negotiation with the claims of our citizens for in- 
demnity. It can hardly be necessary that I should, in 
this place, state all that passed on this subject, as it could 
amount to little more than a repetition of the substance of 
your last instructions, and of the notes which had, at differ- 
ent times, been addressed to the French Government, 


either by my immediate predecessor or by myself. I shall, | 


therefore, merely observe, that the review of what had 
passed was full and comprehensive, embracing a statement 
of the principal facts and arguments which appeared in 


to him, as a basis of the settlement of the question under 
that treaty, that it be referred to arbitration; that this ap. 
peared to present the only amicable mode of obtaining a 
decision on that point; and that, if the proposed basis 
should be accepted by him, I was then authorized and 
prepared to proceed with him to state the precise ques. 
tion to be submitted, to provide for the appointment of 


|would mat anc to enter into all such other stipulations as 


would make the decision obligatory on both nations. 

The Baron de Damas answered that he did not believe 
jthat the proposition made by me would be accepted by 
|France. I requested him to be so kind as to state his ob 
|jection to it. He answered, that he did not believe it 
| would produce any beneficial result. I replied, that the 
|decision would settle a question upon which, after an els- 
iborate discussion between the ministers of the respective 
|nations, and a candid consideration of all the arguments 
offered on both sides, the two Governments had found it 
impossible to agree; that this question had, for several 
years, arrested the progress of a negotiation, having for 
its object the adjustment of the claims of individuals to a 
jlarge amount; and that, by removing this obstacle out of 
the way, that negotiation would probably result in the 
amicable settlement of all the differences between the 
two nations. He asked me whether we proposed to s 
mit our claims also to arbitration. Without giving any 
direct answer, either affirmatively or negatively, to this 
question, and without stating what my instructions wer 
on that point, I repeated that the United States had, at 
various times, assigned their reasons for thinking that t! 
two subjects ought not to be connected in the same nego- 
tiation; and I asked him if he meant to express his wish 
that the submission to arbitration should embrace as wel 
the question under the treaty, as that of the claims oi 
individuals. He replied, that, although he was not the 
prepared to give a definitive answer to my question, yet 
he did not believe he could consent to an arbitration even 
on that broad submission; that the Government of t! 
United States seemed to believe that France had no well: 
founded claim under the Louisiana treaty, and that he wa 
strongly inclined to think that we had no just claim for 11 
demnity on the present Government of France, on ac- 
count of injuries done to our commerce under the auth 
rity of Napoleon; that he did not mean to say that we had 
not reason to complain of the treatment we had received 
from the Imperial Government, but that the injuries which 
we had sustained took place in a time of usurpation, an- 
archy, and war, and that France neither was able no! 
bound to pay for all the injuries done under the reign 0! 
jthe usurper. 

He observed that we must recollect, also, that, whilst 
all Europe was suffering from the ravages of war, we hac 
jenjoyed a commerce which, after all the spoliations 0 
|which we complained, had been profitable; that we ! 





jalso acquired the fine and flourishing colony of Loyjisiana 
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for a sum small in comparison with its intrinsic value, and | good faith, and that we had paid the stipulated sum for it. 
that, since the restoration, he believed that France had | Whether the purchase had been profitable or unprofita- 
iven to the United States no just cause of complaint. ble, was foreign, as it appeared to me, to the subject of 
I remarked, that the irreconcilable difference of opinion | our conference, and that, therefore, I should, on that 
between France and the United States respectingthe mean-| point, add but a single observation, which was, that, con- 
ing of the eighth article, which he had stated as constituting | sidering the terms on which France obtained it, and the 
an objection to a reference to arbitration, appeared to me | difficulty she then apprehended in defending it against 
to present the strongest argument in favor of it, and that} Great Britain, she had, perhaps, equal reason with the 
an expedient of that kind could never be necessary, ex-| United States to be satisfied with the disposition which 
cept in those instances where the two nations found it im-| had been made of it. 
possible to decide the question in the ordinary mode of} The Baron de Damas observed that our trade with Eu- 
negotiation. I next adverted to his remarks respecting | rope must, after all our losses, have been very profitable, 
our claims, and expressed my surprise at the ground he |and that, had it been otherwise, we should not have per- 
had taken. I told him that the justice of a large portion| sisted in it when we found it harassed by the spoliations 
of them had been explicitly admitted by more than one of|and other injuries, of which we now complained. I an- 
his predeeessors in office; that an offer had becn made, | swered, that our merchants knew that the trade in which 
more than ten years ago, by the Duke de Richelieu, then| they were engaged was permitted and protected by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, of indemnity for vessels burnt | laws of nations; that it was entitled to an exemption from 
at sea, and for those, the proceeds of which had only been} the wrongs we sustained, and that the aggressors were 
sequestered and deposited in the Caisse d’Amortissement, | bound, in justice, to make reparation for them; that they 
which offer he had proposed to reduce to writing; that} had reason to hope that the exertions of their own Go- 
he had afterwards declined to do so, alleging, as his ex-| vernment, and a returning sense of justice on the part of 
cuse, the unexpected amount of claims which had been| France, would give them indemnity for their losses, and 
demanded by the European Powers, but, at the same/security against future aggressions; and that, upon these 
time, stating that, as the claims of American citizens had} grounds, we might explain their persisting in the trade 
been presented in an official manner, the question would | during the war, without supposing it to have been pro- 
be left open for their discussion at some more favorable | ductive of any unusual profits. I added, that I was con- 
time, after France had, in some degree, disentangled her-| vinced the Government of France was too magnanimous 
self from her then existing difficulties; that, several years|and just to wish to set off the fair and legitimate acquisi- 
ago, the Viscount de Montmorency stated to Mr. Gal-/tions of our commerce against our claims of indemnity for 
Jatin that he had examined the papers in relation to the} property taken from us in violation of the laws of nations. 
Antwerp sequestrations, and was struck with the justice} Having understood from the Baron de Damas that he 
of those claims. I observed that I could not but consider | was not then prepared to give a definitive answer to my 
it asa very remarkable circumstance that, through the} proposal, and having brought the whole subject before 
course of eight or ten years, it had not been made an ob-|him, we separated, after a conversation of an hour, he 
jection to pur claims that they arose out of the acts of the | assuring me, at parting, that he would receive the orders 
former Government, and that, therefore, the present Go-|of the King on my proposition. 
vernment was not under any obligation to satisfy them;} It is unnecessary to make any comments on what I have 
that I submitted it to him to decide whether, after an ac-| stated as being substantially the conversation which pass- 
knowledgment of the justice of a considerable portion|ed at our interview. I could not discover that concilia- 
of our claims, after postponing them for years under va-|tory disposition on the part of France which the United 
rious pretexts, and after interposing the question under| States had a right to expect, from the manner in which 
the eighth article as the only reason assigned for declining | they had conducted the negotiation. I confess, from the 
to preceed with the discussion of them, the doubt he now! time at which I received the Baron de Damas’s letter of 
expressed as to their validity did not appear extraordi-|the 11th of November, 1825, I have not been very san- 





ty. Lobserved that I did not think it necessary to ex-|guine in my hopes of a satisfactory arrangement with 
mine the question of the usurpation. It was sufficient France. 

for the United States that the wrongs of which we com- 1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

plained proceeded from the actual Government of Franc | Sir, your most obedient servant, 

that the nation was always liable for the acts of its rulers; | JAMES BROWN. 
and that, to the nation, under whatever form of Govern- 


YY 


ment it might assume, we looked, and had a right to look, 
for reparation; that the existing Government had, to some Mr. Brown to Mr. Clay. 
ms, fulfilled engagements contracted during the Im- 
verial G waa lo s¢ he|[No. 77.] Paris, December 28, 1827 
perial Government, and was equally bound to do soto the || N90 ¢/-J ARIS, wer 28, 1327. 
United States; and that this obligation was rather incrcas- Sir: In the course of the last month I again conversed 
ed than impaired by their neutral position in the wars in| with the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the subject of the 
which France was involved anterior to the restoration. proposal which I had made to him, that the question 
. e . t . 1 a al - 2 .- 4 
I then proceeded to notice his observations on the be-/arising under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty 
neficial trade which we had carried on with the bellige-}should be decided by arbitration. Discovering still no 
‘nts, and remarked that, admitting the fact to be as he| disposition on his part to accede to that proposal, I told 
id stated, I could not perceive that the right of the Unit-|him that I would send him a note containing a renewal of 
, t b> : } 5 

| States to ask, and the duty of France to grant, indem- lit, to which I should expect a written answer. I accord- 
ity for spoliations on our commerce could be affected by |ingly, on the 19th of December, prepared and sent to him 
t; that the trade with the bellige rents was permitted and the note, a copy of which I have now the honor to en- 
‘otected by the laws of nations, and we hada perfect|close. I shall endeavor to procure the answer with as 


’ 


to enjoy all its advances, and to claim reparation for | little delay as possible. 


ht 
j 


. .° > 7 . an | ¥ + ’ Pe | matic, 
s done to our citizens whilst engaged in carrying it With ereat considera ‘ 


S 


l added, that I was not exactly able to perceive what} 1 have the honor to remain, 
‘ : 


nnexion the purchase of Louisiana could have with the} Your obedient and faithful servant, 


; in discussion between France and the United} JAMES BROWN. 
States. It had, I thought, been admitted on all sides that | The Hon. Heyny Cray, 


1¢ Acquisition of that province had been made in perfect Secretary of State, Washinglon 
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Mr. Brown to Baron de Damas. 


Paris, December 19, 1827. 


Sir: In my answer to the letter which I had the honor 
to receive from your excellency, dated the 11th of No-| 
vember, 1825, I expressed to you my belief that my Go- 
vernment, not satisfied with the reasons assigned for post- 
poning the settlement of the claims of American citizens 
for indemnity, would persist in renewed applications to 
his Majesty’s Government for their fair and final liqui-| 
dation. In this expectation, founded on a conviction of 
the justice of those claims, and a reliance on the honor | 
and magnanimity of the French Government, I have not | 
been disappointed. The situation of the claimants, re- 
duced, in many instances, from affluence to poverty, by 
the loss of property taken from them by the arbitrary 
acts of the French authorities, has enlisted the sympathies 


7 . 7 *,* . . | 
of their fellow-citizens, and induced them to transmit me- 
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written answer to the note of the 9th of November. [p 
explanation of this change of determination, the Duke 
stated that it was produced by the unexpected amount 
of the claims brought against France by the Europea 
Powers. He said that, whilst unable to meet the engage. 
ments imposed by the invading armies, it was not to be 
expected that his Majesty’s Government would volunta. 
rily contract new obligations; that, although it was not 
willing to reject absolutely and definitively the claims of 


| American citizens, yet it could not, at that time, admit 


them; that what he had just communicated could not, for 
many reasons, be made the grounds of an official answer 
to the note of the 9th of November, 1816; and that, there- 
fore, a silent postponement of the subject was, perhaps, 
ithe least objectionable, since the demand for indemnity 
having been officially made, the question would be left 
lentire for discussion at a more favorable time, whe 





morials to Congress, calling upon that body to endeavor, 
by all constitutional means, to obtain redress for wrongs 
inflicted in direct violation of the laws of nations. The 
attention of both branches of the National Legislature 
having thus been immediately called to this subject, the 
House of Representatives, at the last session, passed a 
resolution requesting the President to continue to urge 
these claims; and expressing a hope, founded on the ele- 
vated and liberal policy of his Majesty’s Government, 
that a mode might be discovered for their final scttlement. 

In the various conversations which I had with your ex- 
cellency on the subject of the American claims, but more 
particularly in the conferences of the 7th of September, 


and 25d of November last, I presented you with a state-| 


ment of the manner in which these claims had been treated 
by the present Government of France, since the restora- 
tion, when presented by my predecessor and myself. 
Whilst this retrospect will present, on the one side, hopes 
excited and disappointed, and arguments left without an- 
swers, it will, on the other, it is believed, discover a sin- 
cere disposition to urge no unfounded pretensions to fa. 
cilitate the liquidation of just claims, and to hope that, 
by patience, moderation, and perseverance, we might at 
last receive proofs of the justice of the French Govern- 
ment in their final adjustment. It will further prove that, 
since the restoration, no effort has been wanting on the part 
of the Government of the United States to present these 
claims, with the irresistible proofs by which they are sup- 
ported, fully before his Majesty’s ministers, and to leave 
no room for the suggestion of a doubt as to their validity. 
If any delay has taken place in bringing the negotiation 
to a termination, it must be sought for elsewhere, and 
cannot be attributed to the wishes or conduct of my Go- 
vernment. 

Your excellency will permit me again to remind you 
that, as early as the 9th of November, 1816, Mr. Gallatin 
addressed a note to the Duke de Richelieu, then his Ma- 
jesty’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, in which, after making 
a general statement of the claims of our citizens arising 
under the various illegal acts of the French Government, 
he demanded indemnity on their account. Receiving no 
answer to this note until the 26th of December follow- 
ing, he requested an interview for the purpose of being 
enabled to communicate to his Government the result of 
his application. This interview took place on the 20th 
of January; and, in answer to the basis proposed by Mr. 
Gallatin in his note of the 9th of November, the Duke de 
Richelieu observed that his offer would fall very short of 
our demands; that he would not go beyond an indemnity 
for vessels burnt at sea, and for those, the proceeds of 
which, after being sequestered, had been deposited in 
the Caisse d’Amortissement. He added, that he would, 
thout much delay, reduce his proposals to writin In 
15th of Api i 2 ! 


‘ o 


1 


sequent interview, on the o me 


told Mr. Gallatin that he had concluded not to give a 


‘ 


, 


i 


France might be disengaged from her existing embar. 
lrassments. In a despatch from Mr. Gallatin to the Ame. 
irican Secretary of State, dated the 12th of July, 1817, 
\stating what had passed between him and the Duke de 
Richelieu in a recent interview, he reports the Duke to 
have said that he wished it to be distinctly understo 
that the postponement of our claims for spoliations did 
not imply a rejection of them; that a portion of them was 
‘considered as founded in justice; that he was not auth 
rized to commit his Majesty’s Government by any posi. 
tive promise, but that it was their intention to make a 
arrangement for the discharge of our just deman 
soon as they could extricate themselves from their « 
lembarrassments. 

In the spring of 1818, France concluded treaties, by 
| which she stipulated the amount due from her to each 
ithe European Powers respectively; and in communicating 

these treaties to the two Chambers in the month of April, 
in that year, the Duke de Richelieu made use of the fol 
lowing expressions: ‘* France is liberated from all the 
debts contracted towards the subjects of the other Ew 
pean Powers prior to the 20th of November, 1815.” The 
limitation of the declaration to European Powers, to t! 
exclusion of the United States, was made at the sugges 
tion of Mr. Gallatin, and was intended to preclude t! 
supposition that any decision has been made by the Frenc! 
Government unfavorable to American claims. 

On the 11th of February, 1819, Mr. Gallatin present 

a note to the Marquis Dessolles, French Minister of |] 
reign Affairs, on behalf of a claim of Mr. Parish; and, 
that note, particularly invited the attention of that minister 
to the subject of Americanclaims, generally, by referring 
to his preceding official notes, which had remained wit 
out answers. The Council of State, on the 29th Decen 
ber, 1819, having rejected the petition of the owners of 
the American ships Telegraph and Dolly, captured byt! 
French frigates Medusa and Nymphe, and subsequently 
burnt at sea, Mr. Gallatin, on the 15th March, 1820, ad- 
dressed to Baron Pasquier an official remonstrance a 
that decision, and more especially the grounds on 
it was placed; and demanded that the subject should 
laid before the King, and that decision reversed and 1% 
scinded. He was afterwards informed by Baron Pasquier 
that the remonstrance had been referred to the Minister 
of Justice, who has not yet reported upon it, as far as | 
have been informed. 

Mr. Parish having a deep interest in a certain class ol 
claims, distinguished as the Antwerp cases, Mr. Gallatin, 
at his earnest request, addressed to Baron Pasquier a note 
in support of them, dated the 9th of May, 1820. ‘To this 
note no answer was ever received. On the 31st of Oct 
ber following, Mr. Gallatin addressed another letter t 
Baron Pasquier, on behalf of the claim of Richard Faxon, 
a citizen of the United States; and, in that note, n 
ed that his letter of the 15th of March preceding, ! 
to the cases of the Dolly and Telegraph, remained 
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out an answer. ‘To this note no answer was given. On! payment; and that the choice must, in that aniaaes, be 
the 10th of January, 1822, the same minister sent a letter) between the two following modes: either the payment of 
to the Viscount de Montmorency, in which he enters fully | a stipulated sum in full discharge of all the demands of 
into the discussion of the Antwerp. claims. No notice was/ the United States for spoliations, and to be distributed by 
taken of this communication; but, in giving an account to| their Government; or the reference of the whole case to 
the Secretary of State of a conference which he had with/a joint commission, which, in case of disagreement, would 
the Viscount Montmorency, on the 27th of January, 1822, | refer the disputed points to a sovereign chosen by the two 
on the subject of those claims, Mr. Gallatin states that, | Governments.” 
on pressing our claims generally, and referring, in their) On the Ist of June, 1822, the Viscount de Montmoren- 
support, to his communications of a preceding date, he|cy returned an answer to the note of Mr. Gallatin, in 
complained that, notwithstanding his repeated solicitations! which he states, ‘‘the object of your claims is, without 
during a period ‘of six years, he had not been able to ob-! doubt, interesting toa great number of individuals; and 
tain of the French Government redress in a single in-| we have also individual claims to make, which are likewise 
stance; nor had he yet been honored with an answer. | of great interest to the subjects of the King, whom they 
The Viscount de Montmorency answered that he had read} concern. 1 would be the first to wish that the Govern- 
the papers relative to the Antwerp claims, and had been} ment could be engaged with them; but you are not igno- 
struck with their justice. He expressed ‘his regret that| rant, sir, that there is at this moment, at Washington, a 
the settlement of this | reclamation should have fallen on| negotiation which embraces general interests of the high- 
the present ministry.’ In a letter from Mr. Gallatin to! est importance to the navigation of France and America. 
the Secretary of State, dated 23d April, 1822, he writes! ‘* The King’s Council has judged that it was better to 
as follows: ‘*In several conversations I had with the Vis-| put off the examination of the individual claims, until the 
count de Montmorency on the subject of the Antwerp / negotiation upon the general interests was concluded; 
cases, he always evinced a sense of the justice of the| and, as soon as that shall have taken place, I shall hasten, 
claim, and a disposition that indemnity should be made;|sir, to move, in the King’s Council, the examination of 
but Ihave not been able to obtain an official answer.”’| the claims which form the object of your letter of the 3d 
Mr. Gallatin, after having obtained the permission of the| of May.” 
Viscount de Montmorency to converse with Mr. de Vil-| Ina note, dated the 13th of June, addressed to the 
lele on the same subject, states that, in his conference, | Viscount de Montmorency, Mr. Gallatin, in reply, pro- 
this minister had observed to him, ‘*that he was already | tested against this new cause of procrastination. 
satisfied, from the inspection of the papers in his depart-' In the mean time, the convention of the 24th of June, 
ment, and without having seen any argument, that the | 1822, was concluded at Washington, and, on the 17th of 
claim was just, and that the ground assumed by Baron! August, Mr. Gallatin, in a note to the minister, informs him 
Louis, in his letter to Mr. Parish, was untenable. With-) that ‘*the cause assigned by your excellency, in your let- 
out disputing the justice of the claim, Mr. de Villele sug-| ter of the Ist of June last, for suspending their conside- 
gested several objections, founded on the magnitude of ration, being happily removed by the late commercial 
the > wrongs committed by Napoleon, and the alleged ina-| arrangement, I trust that no further delay will take place, 
bility of France to repair them all. The payments made | and that, in conformity with the tenor of that letter, your 
by France to European Governments had been the result | excellency will be pleased to bring that important subject 
of anarrangement, (d’une transaction, ) founded on equita-| before the King’s Council.” 
ble principles, and on an abandonment, on the part ofthose| Ina despatch, dated the 24th of September, 1822, ad- 
Governments, of a considerable part of their claims. It|dressed to the American Secretary of State, Mr. Ge ullatin 
appeared to him impossible that an application for funds| states: **I had yesterday a conference with Mr. de Vil- 
= 1 be made to the Chambers for the purpose of satisfy-| lele on the subject of our claims. He expressed his wish 
g American claims, unless it was the result of a transac-| that a general arrangement might take place, embrac ing 
tion of a similar nature. all the subjects of discussion between the two countr ies; 
** Even in that case the engagement to pay any sum at} stated those to be the reclamations of the United States 
this time for that object would, for the reasons already | for spoliations on their trade; those of France, on account 
stated, and for many others arising from the change of| of Beaumarchais’s claim, and of the vessels captured on 
Goreeumtent, appear extremely hard. The only way to/|the coast of Africa, and the question arising under the 
render it palatable was, that it should be accompanied by | Louisiana treaty; and asked me if I was prepared to ne- 
the grateful information that the commercial difficulties | gotiate upon all those points. 1 answered that I was rea- 
were arranged in a satisfactory manner. He regretted, | dy to discuss them all, but that I must object to uniting 
therefore, extre mely, that the discussion of the two sub-|the Louisiana question to that of claims for indemnity, as 
jects had been separated, one being treated in the United | they were essentially distinct; and as I thought that, after 
States, and the other here; and he asked whether it wasjall that had passed, we had a right to expect that no fur- 
probable that the result of the negotiations at Washington | ther obstacle would be thrown in the way of the discus- 
would be known at Paris before the next session of the] sion of our claims, by connecting it with subjects foreign 
Chambers, which is to take place in June next.” Mr.|to them.” 
Gallatin, in conclusion, adds, ** 1 must say that these cb-| On the 6th of November, 1822, Mr. de Villele trans- 
servations did not appear to me to be made with an inten-| mitted a note to Mr. Gallatin, in which, after alluding 
tion of throwing new obstacles in the way of an adjust-|to the convention recently concluded at Washington, he 
" nt of our claims, but for the purpose of stating the dif- proceeds to observe that, ‘if any partial difficulties shall 
ficulties which the Government would have to encounter still remain to be remov red, they will be easily arranged 

































































































inany attempt to effect that o bject.’ between two Powers who sincerely wish'to establish their 
On the 3d of M: ay, 1822, Mr. Gallatin addressed a letter| relations upon the most perfect equality. 
tothe Viscount de Montmorency on the subject of the}  ** In this spirit of reciprocal justice, I have received the 








Antwerp claims; and, on the 18th of the same month, he| claims which you have done me the honor to transmit to 
had a conference with that minister on the subject of the} me, and, with ‘out prejudging any thing in their regard, I 
American claims generally; which turned on the difficul-| must, first of all, sir, remind you that France has also 
ties which France would have to encounter in the liquida-| claims pending, or to be produced to the Government of 
tion of them. ‘* The result,” Mr. Gallatin states, ‘*of a|the United States. It would appear agreeable to the in- 

ee conversation on what was practicable, seemed to be} terest of the two parties, and to the reciprocity of justice 
tha a definitive agreement was preferable toa partial! and of protection to which the subjects of the two States 
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have equally a right, that these affairs should be examin- 
ed and arranged simultaneously by way of negotiation. | 

‘His Majesty’s intention would be that these claims| 
and the other points in dispute, upon which the conven-| 
tion of June has not been able to pronounce, should be| 
the object of this negotiation, in order to terminate si-| 
multaneously, and ina definitive manner, every dispute} 
between the two States, especially in what concerns the! 
duties received in Louisiana on the French commerce, 
contrary to the tenor of the eighth article of the treaty 
of cession. 

**You will only perceive, sir, in this intention of his] 
Majesty, the most firm desire of leaving, in future, no 
cause or pretext of misunderstanding or of complaint be- 
tween the two States, and on the part of their respective | 
subjects. 

*‘If you are authorized, sir, to follow this march, I 
pray you to let me know, and I will hasten to demand of 


the King, the necessary powers to a negotiator charged | 


with treating with you.” 

In answering this note, 
Mr. de Villele, dated the 12th November, says: **I have 
special powers to negotiate a convention providing for 
the just claims of the citizens of the United States against 
France, as also for the like claims of French subjects 
against the United States, with such persons as may have 
a like authority from his Most Christian Majesty. As! 
minister of the United States, Lam authorized to discuss 
the question respecting the construction of the eighth 
article of the Louisiana treaty, and to give and to receive 
explanations on that subject. But the negotiation on that 
point having been transferred to Washington, no special 
powers, in that respect, have been transmitted to me. 1 
had understood, in the course of the conference I had 
the honor to have with your excellency on the 23d of 
September, and had accordingly written to my Govern- 
ment, that it was not intended to insist that that subject 
should be blended with that of private claims. It is 
deed obvious that it would be utterly unjust to make the 
admission of these to depend on the result of a n¢ rotia- 
tion on a subject with which they have no connexion 
whatever, and the difficulties re spe cting which are of a 
date posterior to that of the claims. 

‘** All the representations which his Majesty’s Govern-| 


is in- 


ment has made to that of the United States, whether on} 
private or on public subjects, have uniformly been taken 
into consideration, and received that attention to which | 
they were so justly entitled. In no instance has the Go-| 
vernment of the United States declined to open a discus- 
sion on any subject thus offered to their consideration by 


France, or made it a preliminary cendition that the dis-! 


cussion should also embrace some ot! 
they might happen to take a greater interest. The ques- 
tion concerning the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty 
has, in particular, been the subject of a voluminous cor- 
respondence; in the course of which, arguments, in sup- 
port of the construction insisted on by each party respec- 
tively, were made known to the other. Ihave, in the 
mean winle, for six years, made unceasing applications to 
his Majesty’s Government for the settlement of claims toa 
vast amount, affecting the interests of numerous individu- 
als, and arising from flagrant violations of the law of na- 
tions and of the rights of the United States, without hav- 
ing ever been able to obtain, to this day, satisfaction in 
a single instance, or even that the subject should be taken 
into consideration and discussed. After so many vexa- 
us delays, for which different causes have, at different 
ies, been 


} stp yn 


assigns d, it cannot now be intended a rain to 
the investigation of that subject, by insisting that 
shall be treated in connexion with one ‘foreign to it, 
and which has already been discussed. The United States 
have » at least, the right to ask that their demands should 


>} » ier « ~ ° 
) be Examined and discu and I trust that, since I 


+h 
il 


Sse 
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Mr. Gallatin, in his letter to} 


ithe course of conduct pursued by France in reé la 


| claims. 


‘ subject on which} 


SS 


am authorized to treat as well concerning the clairss of 
French subjects against the United States, as respecting 
those of American citizens against France, a distinct pe. 
gotiation to that effect will be opened without any fur. 
ther delay.” 

The reply of Mr. de Villele to this letter, continuing to 
insist that all the points of agreement should be embrare 
ed in one negotiation, Mr. Gallatin had no alternative left 


\but that of referring the whole affair to his Government, 
| which was accordingly done. 


Mr. Gallatin, on his departure from Paris, left Mr. Shel. 
don in charge of the affairs of the United States, w! 
having received instructions to that effect, acdressed 4 
note to the Viscount de Chateaubriand, then his Ma 
ty’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, insisting on entering int 


la discussion of the American claims, without connecting 


it with the question under the eighth article of the | 
ana treaty, which note remained unanswered. 

On the 28th of April, 1824, and soon after my arriva 
in France, I presented to the same minister a note tot 
same effect with the one presented by Mr. Sheldon, and 
on the 8th day of May, received his answer, in which he 
insists on conn cting, in a single negotiation, all the p 
of difference between the two nations. Having « 
nicated this answer to my Government, it thought 
after the accession of his present Majesty to the thro: 
and your excellency’s appointment to the office of } 
nister of Foreign Affairs, to instruct me to make another 
effort to obtain a hearing of our claims unconnected \ 


ithe subject of the eighth article; and, accordingly, in « 


formity with my instructions, I addre ssed a note to your 
excellency to that effect, dated the 22d of October, 1824 
I shall not fatigue your excellency by reverting tot 
delays which interposed themselves between the dat 
this note and its answer, but shall content myself with ex. 
pressing my regret that this answer adhered to the deter 
mination of your predecessor, and contained a refusal t 
discuss the claims otherwise than in connexion wit 
the other points of disagreement between the tw 
vernments. 
I have thus presented your excellency with a brief 


faithful review, derived from official corresponden 


G 


| the claims of our citizens for spoliations on their pro] 


amounting to many millions of dollars, and found 
wrongs of the most aggravated character. 

l shall forbear from repeating the arguments 
have been urged, at various times, in support of 
They have never been answered by the G 
ment of France, and are believed to be unansw 
Their justice has not yet been denied, nor in any 
controverted, unless the letter of your excellency o! 
11th of November, 1825, upon which I shall her 
mark, shall be considered as intended for that | 
‘The justice of a very large portion of them has bee! 
pressly acknowledged by more than one of his Majesty’s M 
nisters of Foreign Affairs. An offer was made, more t 
ten years ago, by the Duke de Richelieu, of i: 
for vessels burnt at sea, and for those of which 
ceeds had only been sequestered and deposit 
Caisse d’Amortissement; which promise h 
itention to reduce to writing, but afterward 
( at the same time, that he was 
reject the claims of our citizens definitivelr, br 
could not be admitted at that time. He afterw 
that he wished it to be clearly understood that 
ment did not amount to a rejection. Near 
ago, the Viscount de Montmorency stated to 
that he had read the papers relative to the A 
questrations, and that he had been impressed 
of the justice of the claim. Ona subsequent oce 

1M: 


} >) 
th 

} 

! 


10; stating 


bh? 


wi 


y,:1822, a prospect, unfortunately not at 
zed, was presented of a satisfactory arrang 
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lai s of 
Specting 
tinct ne. 
any fur. 


the payment of a stipulated sum, in full discharge of the | tors, assumed the Government, with all the duties, rights, 
demands of the United States for spoliations, to be distri- | and obligations which appertained to the French nation, 
buted by the American Government, or by the reference | and, it is believed, cannot justly claim absolution from 
of the whole case to a joint commission. } any of those obligations or duties. The complaint of my 

The causes which have hitherto delayed or obstructed | Government is precisely that his Majesty’s Government 
the fulfilment of the well-founded expectations of the Go-| has not taken upon itself the engagement to make that 
yernment of the United States, are far from being: satis- | indemnity to which American citizens are entitled in con- 
factory. When these claims were first presented by Mr. | Sequence of the wrongful acts committed under previous 
Gallatin, in 1816, and for some time afterwards, the em-| French Governments. That engagement might have 
barrassed state of France was assigned as a motive for] been voluntarily assumed by his Majesty’s Government, 
their postponement until a more auspicious period. ‘This| from a spontaneous sense of justice, and the claims of 
period arrives, when France is again rich, prosperous, American citizens liquidated without the interposition of 
and powerful, and her finances flourishing. It is then in-; the Government of the United States. It is because that 


Nuing to 


embrac. 


» al 


Which he 


he pe 


timated by France that our claims might have been more 
favorably received had they been pressed forward at an 
earlier day. We have, unfortunately, it would seem, al-| 
ways been too soon or too late. 

The commercial difficulties which afterwards arose be- 
tween the United States and France, and which originat- 
ed with the latter, were made a cause for the further 
postponement of the American claims until those diffi- | 
culties should be adjusted. These were happily removed | 
by the convention concluded at Washington in June, | 
1822. The United States had then a right confidently to | 
expect the long deferred indemnity. In this they were | 
disappointed, by the interposition, on the part of France, | 
of a claim under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, 
which, Lam sorry to say, appears to my Government in| 
the light only of another mode of procrastinating the ad- 
justment of its claims. The claim of France, under the 
Louisiana treaty, has already been fully examined and | 
elaborately discussed by the two Governments: every ar- 
gument has been exhausted, the most respectful and pa- 
tientattention has been given to the pretensions of France, 
and the result has been a full conviction, on the part of 
my Government, that those pretensions rest on no solid 
foundation. Even on the supposition that France enter- 
tains the opposite conviction, it is not easy to perceive 
how she can derive from it any just reason to withhold 
satisfaction of our claims. 


The two subjects are incon- 
gruous and unconnected. The one rests upon a contract, 
inthe interpretation of which the parties may sincerely 
differ; the other arises out of wrongs committed in noto- 
rious violation of the law of nations, the character of which 
admits of no difference of opinion. 


The one is national, 
the other individual. 


Supposing the respective claims of | 
the two nations to be similar, the priority of injury gives 
tothe United States a right to prior redress. Nor can 
any adequate motive be perceived for withholding that 
redress, from the consideration of settling all matters of 
difference. The propriety of removing, if practicable, 
all causes of misunderstanding, is readily admitted; but if 
e not attainable, it does not follow that none should 
emoved; and, especially, it does not follow that those 
wuld not be obviated which are attended with a deep 
sense of the injuries from which they have originated 
It may be true, as your excellency has alleged, tl 


ca 
A ail 
that t 
s 
I 


4 


hat his 
Majesty, on ascending the throne of his ancestors, could 


not take, nor has taken, the ¢ ngagement to satisfy all the 
4 


urges imposed on himas indemnity for the depreda- 
ms committed by the usurping Government; and yet 
ition of France to redress the injuries suffered 

tizens of the United States may be perfect. I do 

iot consider it necessary to discuss the question of the usur= 
pation which js presented in your excellency’s letter: it 
sufficient for the United States that those wrongs and 

depredations proceeded from the actual Government of 
France for the time being, and that the responsibility of 
France to make reparation for wrongs committed under 
the authority of any form of Government which she may 
have established, or to which she may have submit'ed, 
from time to time, cannot be reasonably contested. ‘ihe 
King of France, on ascending the throne of his ances- 


| has not been done, that the interposition of the United 
| States became necessary, and has been constantly made 
during the last twelve years. 

The Government of the United States is always ready 
to acknowledge any proofs of justice or benevolence 
which may be exhibited by other nations towards its citi- 
zens. It cannot, however, entirely concur with your 
excellency in estimating as among the number any con- 
sent which France has hitherto given to examine the 
claims of American citizens, connected, as that consent has 
been, with inadmissible conditions. Nor can my Govern- 
ment admit the propriety of associating, in the same ne- 
gotiation, the disputed demand under the eighth article 
of the Louisiana treaty with incontestable claims of Ame- 
rican citizens, a large portion of which claims, as I have 
already had the honor to show, so far from being ques- 
tioned, has been admitted by France to be just. 

The President of the United States has seen, with sur- 
prise and regret, the adherence of France to the princi- 
ple of such an unnatural connexion. Sut whilst my 
Government must constantly protest against it, and reite- 
rate its strong conviction that the claim of France, under 
the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, has no just foun- 
dation, I have been instructed, with a view of affording a 


signal proof of the equitable and conciliatory disposition 


of the United States, to propose to you, as a basis for the 
settlement of the question arising under that article, that 
it be submitted to arbitration. I have now the honor of 
making to you, sir, distinctly that proposal; and should 
that basis be agreed to by his Majesty’s Government, I 
am authorized, and shall be ready, in concert with your 
excellency, to proceed to agree upon and state the pre- 
cise question to be submitted, and to arrange and prepare 
whatever may be necessary to carry the arbitration into 
effect. Isincerely hope that this proposal may be 
1 in the same friendly and conciliatory spirit in which it 
is made, and that it may remove the great obstacle which 
has hitherto opposed itself to the adjustment of all the 
existing subjects of dispute between the two Govern- 
ments. Whatever may be your excellency’s decision 
upon this proposal, I hope I shall be favored with an an- 
swer at as early a day as your convenience will permit; 
and I avail myself with pleasure of this occasion to renew 
to your excellency the assurances of the high considera- 
tion with which I have the honor to be, &e. 
JAMES BROWN. 


eC 


Yo. 80 Pants, 27th February, 1828. 


lhe Baron de Damas, late nister of Foreign 


not having returned any answe! 


SIR: 
Affairs, 
1 addressed to him on the 
solved to resume the subj uccessor, aS soon as 
I could ascertain that the new ministry had found, in the 
sition of the two Chambers, some security for their 
i t view which I have been 
and composition of the Cham- 


satisfied me that no immediate changes would 
Department of 
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Foreign Affairs, I requested and obtained an interview 
with the Count de la Ferronnays, at which, after pre- 
senting him with a brief outline of the negotiation for in- 
demnity, and the manner in which it had been unexpect- 
edly arrested by the interposition, on the part of France, 
of her claim under the eighth article of the Louisiana 
treaty, I expressed my earnest wish that he would give 
me his answer to the proposal which I had made to sub- 
mit the question under that article to arbitration. I told 
him that the President had always considered the delay 
occasioned by the claim of France, under that article, as 
a grievous hardship to such of our citizens as had been 
unjustly deprived of their property by acts of the French 
authorities; and therefore felt the most earnest solicitude 
to remove out of the way every pretext for the further 
postponement of the adjustment of their claims. I ob- 
served that it was with this view, and also in order to 
affore to France a striking proof of his conciliatory dis- 
position, that he had instructed me to propose the sub- 
mission of that question to arbitration. I added that 1 
could perceive no reasonable objection which France 
could urge against the mode proposed, which seemed to 
be the only one left for deciding a question upon which, 
after the most elaborate discussions, and perhaps with an 
equally sincere desire of coming to a friendly understand- 
ing, the two Governments had not been able to agree. I 
concluded by repeating, in the most earnest manner, my 
hope that I might be favored with an early and definitive 
answer to the proposal contained in my letter. 

In reply to my observations, Count de la Ferronnays 
remarked, that circumstances which he presumed were 
known to me, (alluding, as I believe, to his long absence 
from France as ambassador to the court of St. Peters- 
burg, and his recent appointment to the Department of 
Foreign Affairs,) together with the urgency of business 
arising out of the present state of affairs, had hitherto 
prevented him from devoting his attention to the subject 
of our negotiation; that the mode | had proposed of de- 
ciding the question under the Louisiana treaty, had, he 
believed, already, in some instances, been advantageously 
resorted to by the Government of the United States; that 
he felt himself deeply sensible of the importance of pre- 
serving the good understanding which had so long existed 
between France and the United States, and was sincerely 
disposed to place the relations of the two countries on the 
most friendly footing; that, although he was not at that 
moment sufficiently well acquainted with the subject to 
accept or reject the proposed mode of adjustment, yet 
that he would, with as little delay as possible, examine 
the correspondence, and give me his definitive answer. 
He added, that after an attentive examination of the sub- 
ject, and before he should send me his answer in writing, 
he would seek an opportunity of having a frank and 
friendly conversation with me on the points in dispute 
between France and the United States, in order to pave 
the way to a settlement of all differences now existing 
between the two nations. 

I assured him that I should at all times be ready and| 


der our rights under the Louisiana treaty in order to ob. 
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tain indemnity. 

However this may be, I shall lose no time in obtaining, 
if possible, a satisfactory answer on the subject of the pro. 
posed arbitration. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, sir, 
Your obedient and faithful servant, 
JAMES BROWN. 
Hon. Henry Cray, 
Secretary of State, Washington. 


Mr. Brown to Mr. Clay. 
[No. 84.] 


Srr: I addressed a note to his excellency the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, requesting an interview, and received 
his answer appointing the 8th instant for that purpose. 
My object was to urge him to answer the letter which | 
addressed to his predecessor on the 19th day of Decem. 
ber, 1827. 

1 told him that I had delayed pressing for that answer 
until sufficient time had been allowed him to examine the 
whole correspondence on the subject of our claims; but 
that 1 hoped he was now prepared to communicate his de. 
cision upon the point to which my letter related. 

He observed that the American claims were large in 
amount; that, even omitting for the present any objections 
he might find it necessary to make to them, he feared he 
could not encourage a hope that they would be satisfied, 
because, in the present state of the finances of France, 
with a large deficit in the revenue, a proposal for a large 
loan, and the probability of augmented expenses on the 
part of the Government, arising out of the state of affairs 
in Europe, he could not perceive how ministers could, 
with any prospect of success, apply to the Chambers for 
an appropriation sufficiently large to satisfy the American 
claimants. 

I answered, that the amount of the claims proved the 
extent of the njury sustained by the claimants, but could 
not be urged as a reason why France ought not to liqui- 
date them; that the object of the letter to which I had 
immediately called his attention, was to remove, by arbi- 
tration, an objection which had for some years been made 
to the discussion of our claims, and that 1 hoped it would 
be convenient for him, without any further delay, to in- 
form me whether the proposal made by the President had 
or had not received his approbation. 

He replied that, on examining the question, he had de- 
termined to submit it to the Council for its decision, that 
he would prepare a statement for that purpose, and, so 
soon as he obtained a decision, he would send an answer 
to my letter. 

In the course of the conversation, he intimated that our 
claims might have had a better prospect of success had 
they been presented and urged with the European claims 


Panis, May 12, 1828. 


willing to enter with him upon the examination of the sub-| at the general settlement which took place anterior to 
ject, and that I felt a strong expectation that, with mutual |the evacuation of France by the allied armies. 1 observed 
good dispositions, we might arrive at an amicable and sa-| that we had been neutral in the war which led to that set- 


tisfactory ee of them. iv ell __|tlement, and could not properly become parties to it; that 
With all the disappointments we have experienced in|our claims were against France for injuries done to our 


the course of this long, vexatious, and hitherto unprofita- \citizens at a time when the two countries were in a state 
ble negotiation, fresh in my recollection, | cannot suppress | of peace, and that we had always relied on the justice of 


a hope that we shall meet in the disposition of the present |the French Government for indemnity. As he did not 
ministry a more favorable course of proceeding in relation further insist on this point, I presume he considered it as 
to our claims, than we experienced from the last. | having no important bearing on the question. 

The high reputation the Count de la Ferronays enjoys | I have the honor to be, 
for candor and justice, his habits of business, and I trust } With great consideration, sir, 
freedom from any unreasonable prepossessions against our | Your faithful and obedient servant, 
claims, justify a hope that he will not unnecessarily retard JAMES BROWN. 
the settlement of them, by insisting that we shall surren-| Hon. Henny Cray, &e. &e. ke. 
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Mr. Brown to Mr. Clay. 


[No. 85.] Panis, July 29, 1828. 


Sin: In my despatch No. 84, I had the honor to inform 
you that the Minister of Foreign Affairs had assured me 
hat he would submit to the Council my letter of the 19th 
December last, and communicate its decision by an an- 
swer to that letter. At that time, and, indeed, for some 
time after, it was not considered altogether certain that 
the present ministry could command a majority in the two 
Chambers. The course pursued by them since the open- 
ing of the Legislature, has so well corresponded with the 
public opinion, that they have succeeded in passing all the 
important laws proposed by the King by large majorities, 
and, consequently, that they have a fair prospect of a long 
tenure of their places: our claims for indemnity were 
mentioned in favorable terms by some members of the 
Chamber of Deputies, and I considered the moment as 
having arrived when I could press them with some hope 
ofsuccess. I therefore sought aconference with the Min- 
ister Of Foreign Affairs, who received me, on the 24th in- 
stant, at ten o’clock in the morning. 

Ll introduced the subject by remarking that I had per- 
mitted some time to elapse since my last conversation with 
him on the subject of American claims to indemnity; and 
on the subject of my letter to the Baron de Damas, of the 
19th of last December, that I was not ignorant that much 
of his time was necessarily devoted to the important dis- 
cussions in the two Chambers, but that I hoped enough 
had remained to enable him to submit the correspondence 
on the subjects to the Council, and that he was then pre- 
pared to communicate to me its decision. 

He replied that he regretted very much that he could 
not then offer me a satisfactory answer; that he had, on 
more than one occasion, mentioned the subject in Coun- 
cil, and expressed his wish that the negotiation should be 
brought to a close; that he thought we had a right to ex- 
pect it; that he had stated in Council that his own situation 
was unpleasant in being compelled to meet our applica- 
tions for a decision by postponements; that, for himself, 
he preferred an immediate examination of our claims, in 
order that, if groundless, they might be definitively re- 
jected; ifjust, thatthey might be admitted, and provision 
made fortheir payment. He added that, although he did 
not meet in Council with any decided opposition to the 
course he wished to pursue, yet it was believed that these 

claims not having been presented at the general settle- 
ment, and being now of ancient date, could not be fairly 
examined until after the adjournment of the Chambers. 

I told him that an attentive perusal of the correspond- 
ence would satisfy any impartial mind that the claims to 
indemnity ought not to be objected to on either of the 
grounds which had been mentioned; that the United 
States had, during the long war in which France had been 
involved, preserved their neutrality; that they had no share 
inthe events which led to the settlement which termi- 
nated that war; that, in reporting the settlement of the 
claims on France, the Duke of Richelieu had pronounced 
in the Chambers that she had discharged her engagements 
with, and satisfied the claims of the European Powers; 
omitting the American claims from the communication, 
they being reserved for discussion and settlement, at the 
express suggestion of the minister of the United States. 
lobserved that, as early as the date of the obnoxious de- 
crees, in consequence of which we suffered the losses 








































































































and wrongs we suffered under them; that Mr. Barlow had 


the Imperial Government, which, but for his unfortunate 


standing the existence of the war between the United 
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been sent to France, instructed to demand reparation of 
death, he would probably have obtained; that, notwith- 


States and Great Britain, Mr. Crawford, not long after| 
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Mr. Barlow’s death, arrived in Paris with instructions and 
powers to carry on the negotiation, but had been pre- 
vented from proceeding in it, by the great events which 
happened in 1814 and 1815; that, early in 1816, Mr. Gal- 
latin arrived, and, after presenting the claims, continued 
during nearly seven years earnestly urging their settle- 
ment. I concluded by mentioning that my efforts to bring 
the negotiation toa close had, for more than four years, 
been as unremitted as they had been unsuccessful, and 
that I could not, under these circumstances, conceive how 
our claims could be objected to on account of their an- 
cient date. 
his own wish to bring the negotiation to a close, and as- 
sured me that he would again, as soon as the session shall 
have closed, submit the question in Council, and transmit 
to me his answer to my letter of the 19th December. 


He repeated what he had already said as to 


On the 26th, I addressed to him a note, of which I have 


now the honor to enclose a copy. 


I have the honor to be, 
With great consideration, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


JAMES BROWN. 
Hon. Henry Cray, &c. &e. &c. 


Mr. Brown to Count de la Ferronnays. 
Panis, July 26, 1828. 
Sin: in the interview with which your excellency hon- 


ored me on the 24th instant, I expressed to you the regret 
I felt at the delay, on the part ofthe French Government, 
in adjusting the claims for indemnity on behalf of certain 
citizens of the United States, and in giving an answer to 
my letter addressed to your predecessor on the 19th of 
last December, in which I proposed to submit to arbitra- 
tion the question arising under the eighth article of the 


Lousiana treaty. 

The intimation given me by you, that some objection 
had been made to those claims because they had not been 
presented with those of the allied powers anterior to the 
evacuation of France, and because of their ancient date, 
excited some surprise. The United States had never 
been parties to the war which was to be terminated by 
that liquidation, but had always occupied a neutral posi- 
tion in relation to France. The correspondence between 
the two Governments, if carefully examined, will prove 
that any postponement of the adjustment of American 


| claims which has taken place is attributable to the French 


Government alone, which has, on various alleged grounds, 
declined entering into a discussion of them, and not to the 
United States, who have constantly urged their final set- 
tlement. 

Your excellency has expressed to me your intention 
again to submit the questions now depending between 
France and the United States to the Council, so soon as 
the urgent business cf the session of the Chambers shall 
have terminated; and I have now earnestly to request that 
you will carefully examine the whole correspondence, 
and particularly notice the repeated and constant efforts 
which have been made by my Government to obtain a set- 
tlement of those claims; efforts which, I have reason to 
believe, would have been successful, but for the delays 
which had been opposed by France to the progress of 
the negotiation. 

With a sincere, and, I trust, mutual desire to settle 
these questions, which are the only ones which can, by 


for which we now ask indemnity, our minister at Paris| possibility, cisturb the harmony which has so long and so 
had remonstrated against them, and against the spoliations| happily existed between the United States and his Majes- 
ity’s Government, I have reason to hope that we shall be 


[enabled to bring them to a speedy and satisfactory con- 


clusion. I have the honor, &c., 
JAMES BROWN. 
His Ex. Count pe ta Ferronnays, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Se. Ee. Ge. 
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Mr. Brown to Mr. Clay. 
Panis, November 12, 1828. 

Sm: The Minister of Foreign Affairs having returned 
to Paris from the mineral waters of Germany, where he 
spent some weeks for the benefit of his health, I address- 
ed to him a note requesting an interview. 

He appointed the 6th instant to receive me. I called 
upon him on that day, and reminded him of the promise 
he had made me at our last conference to lay before the 
Council the American claims for indemnity, and also the 
proposition I had made to submit to arbitration the ques- 
tion arising under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty 
of cession; and I expressed my anxiety to obtain his an- 
swer on both those subjects. 

He observed that he regretted to find himself under the 
necessity of again postponing his answer; that he had 
more than once mentioned the subject in Council; that 
there appeared to be some diversity of opinion respecting 
our claims; certain persons intimating that, as they arose 
under the Government of Napoleon, the present dynasty 
was not responsible for them; others believing that the 
claims of citizens of the United States ought to have 
been presented and adjusted contemporaneously with 
those of the subjects of European sovereigns: that it was 
his intention again to bring the question before the Coun- 
cil, which would avail itself of the information which 
might be derived from Count de Ravenal, who, hav- 
ing been employed in the Department of Foreign Affairs 
at the time when our claims against France originated, 
could probably throw much light on the facts and circum- 
stances connected withthem. He observed that the con-| 
stant neutrality of the United States during the wars in 
which France was involved anterior to the restoration, | 
and the appeals they had made, not to force, but to rea-| 
son and justice, in order to obtain the liquidation of their | 
claims, constituted a strong argument in favor of them. | 


} 
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the President of the United States, being sincerely desirous 
of cultivating the most friendly relations with his Majesty’s 
Government, and fearing that, if these questions should 
remain longer unsettled, they would create feelings of dis. 
satisfaction, and tend greatly to impair the good under. 
standing which had heretofore existed, was anxious that 
they should be now disposed of. That the most import. 
ant of these questions was that which related to the in. 
demnity due to us for the various and aggravated injuries 
committed upon our neutral rights and commerce by the 
former Government of France. That this claim had been 
pending for a very long time: that it had never ceased to 
be prosecuted by us with a thorough conviction of its jus. 
tice; but that it had never yet been decided on by his Ma. 
jesty’s Government. 

Here the Prince interposed, by remarking that he 
‘‘ feared it had been decided on that they had nothing to 
do with the acts of Bonaparte.” 

I replied that, without occupying his time at that mo. 
ment with any argument in support of the doctrine, | 
would only remark, that we considered it an established 
principle that the acts of the existing Government of a 
country (especially one which had been so long recog. 
nised by the other Powers of the world as that of Bona. 
parte) attached to the nation, and devolved, with all their 
consequences and responsibilities, upon every succeeding 
Government which should administer the affairs of the na- 
tion, and that this principle had been practically admitted 
by his Majesty’s Government at the period of the restora- 
tion, in the various indemnities granted to the allied sove- 
reigns for injuries and losses proceeding from the acts of 
Bonaparte. 

The Prince then remarked that he did not think that 
any of the cases in which indemnities had been granted to 
the allied sovereigns were the same as ours. To whichI 
replied, that, although the cases might not be identical in 
their individual circumstances, the claim to indemnifica- 


He concluded by repeating what he had said on former |tion proceeded on one and the same principle in all, to 


occasions, that no person could desire, more than he did, wit, the oblig 


ration of the present Government of France 


that all the matters in dispute between the two nations! to repair injuries and losses occasioned by the acts of the 


should be brought to an amicable conclusion. 


| preceding Government. 


Ialso remarked, that if any dis- 


I observed that the objections which had been made to| crimination were to be made between the United States 


our claims, as stated by him, had already been met, as T|and the allied Powers, we might reasonably expect a more 
conceived, by conclusive answers; that I regretted every favorable consideration for our claims than theirs; for, 
renewed postponement of the question the more deeply, | while those Powers had neither regarded the convenience 
inasmuch as the ancient date of our claims had been sug-| nor consulted the free will of France in pressing their de- 
gested as an objection to them; and that 1 sincerely hoped | mands at the time, and under the circumstances they did, 
that the time would soon arrive when we might commence | we had, without ever having relaxed in the friendly pro- 
the discussion with that mutual disposition to terminate it |secution of ours, patiently waited for their final adjust- 
satisfactorily, which I hoped was felt by both G overn-}ment until she had recovered from her embarrassments, 
ments. {and had heretofore relied exclusively on the moral ener- 
He promised me his early attention to it; and, as I could; cies of justice and reason to sustain them. TI also added, 
see no probable advantage which could be derived from | that, instead of his Majesty’s Government having hereto- 
pressing the business further at this time, we terminated | fore decided against our claims, as he seemed to sup 

the interview. I 
I! 


i 


ose 


pose, 
| we had every reason to believe that many of his Majesty’s 
|ministets, the predecessors of his excellency in the De- 
| partment of Foreign Affairs, had entertained and express- 
{ed far different opinions concerning them. I then refer- 
jred, in very general terms, to the favorable sentiments un- 
derstood to have been entertained or expressed by the 
| Duke de Richelieu, Viscount de Montmorency, Mr. Vil- 
jlele, and the Compte de Ja Ferronnays, and added, that 
| we should expect not less favorable views when he came 
to investigate the subject, from his own elevated sense of 
Dear Sir: In my last communication 1 mentioned that | justice. 


1ave the honor to be, 
With great consideration, sir, 
Your faithful and obedient servant, 
JAMES BROWN. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 


[No. 5.] Paris, November 7, 1829. 


+ 


I had requested a conference with the Prince de Polignac, | 
for the purpose of calling his attention to the principal | 
subjects with which I was charged, and that he had fixed | 
Monday, the 2d day of this month, for the interview. On 
that day, accordingly, I waited on him, and opened the 
conference, on my part, by observing that there were se- 
veral questions of considerable interest between the Unit-| 
ed States and France, which remained unsettled. That! 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


led with the subject; that the papers relating to it 


To this he replied, that whatever was just mus 
done; that he did not profess to be particularly acq: 
vet C 
all in his department; that he would examine them as s 
as practicable, and, when he had done so, would invit 
me to another interview. ‘ 

I then called his attention to the subject of the discri 
minating duties levied on the cargoes of American vessels 
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which had touched at intermediate ports in their voyage| vious acquaintance, I did not think it 
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either necessary or 


to France; explained to him the circumstances under! proper to enter into any formal discussion of them at that 


which this had been done, and that we considered it aj time. 


I therefore contented myself with such observa- 


manifest departure from the commercial convention of| tions, en poe, as his own remarks of the same charac- 


1822, which, entirely silent as to the character of the/ter would alone have justified. 


The next interview, in 


voyage, either as direct or indirect, made the national cha-| developing the more mature and better informed views of 
racter of the cargo and the vessel the sole condition of its| the minister, will, in all probability, call for more precise 


benefits. 

He remarked that, where vessels stopped at interme- 
diate ports, there was always danger of fraud, and that 
articles not the produce of the United States might be 
added to the cargo. To which I thought it necessary to 
make no other reply than that, in the cases which had 
occurred, no fraud was alleged, and that the fact was 
proved, beyond question, that the vessels and cargoes 
were wholly of the United States origin and ownership. 

[then mentioned to him the promptitude with which | 
the Government of the United States had, on the repre- 
sentation of Baron Mareuil, given orders for the restitu- 
tion of the discriminating duties which had been demand- 
ed by its custom-house officers in the instance (much less 
clearly entitled to the benefit of the convention) of French 
yessels which had not merely touched, but actually dis- 
posed of a portion of their cargoes in the French West 
India islands, which seemed to strike him with considera- | 
ble force. He said he would examine the papers con- 
nected with the subject, and, when he had done s0, | 
would let me hear from him. 

I thought this first occasion of opening the subjects of 
my official intercourse with the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs a fit one for communicating to him other acts of the 
Government of the United States, which, manifesting the 
liberal spirit of our councils towards France, would have 
a tendency, I hoped, to elicit corresponding dispositions 
on the part of her Government towards us. In this view, 
I explained to him, with some detail, the recent and high- 
ly favorable regulations of our tariff in regard to the most 
interesting objects of the industry and commerce of 
France—her silks and her wines. I represented to him 
that some of these regulations were special favors grant-| 
ed to France, and proceeded froma sincere desire to 
strengthen our good understanding with her by substan- 
tial advantages given to her trade; that, in thus evincing | 
the friendly sentiments of the United States for his Ma-| 
jesty’s Government, we were encouraged to hope for such | 
reciprocal dispositions on its part, as would not only lead | 
toa more equal adjustment of the commercial relations| 
of the two countries, but to a just and equitable settle-| 
ment of all the other questions now pending between| 
them; and that I should be proud, at all times, to concur| 
with his excellency in every measure calculated to give 
the fullest effect to these dispositions on both sides. 

The Prince very frankly, and with apparent satisfuc- 
tion, recognised in the acts to which I referred, evidences 
of the friendly dispositions of the United Ststes towards| 
France, and said that I might be assured he would do every 
thing on his part to preserve the friendship which bad 
heretofore existed. He concluded, by repeating that he 
would examine, as soon as practicable, the two subjects I 
had presented to his consideration, and, when he had} 
done so, would invite me to another interview. 

In taking leave of him, I expressed the hope that his} 
examination would be attended with as little delay as pos- 
sible, as that which had already taken place in the settle- 
ment of these questions had given rise to feelings of dis- 








content in the United States, which, if there should conti-| 


nue to be occasion for them, might derogate very much 


from the force of the motives now felt by both el 


ments to cultivate a friendly intercourse with each other. 

The object of this interview being a mere preliminary 
exposition of the subjects I was instructed to present to 
the consideration of the French Government, and with 
which it was evident the new minister had very little pre- 
Vou. IX.—Gg 


and detailed discussion on my part. 
I have the honor to be, 
With sentiments of great respect, yours, &c. 
‘ W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. M. Van Buren, Sec’y of State. 





Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 7.] Panis, November 19, 1829. 


Dear Sin: Not having yet received from Prince Po- 
lignac an invitation to another interview on the subject of 
my conference with him of the 2d instant, I infer that he 
has not completed the examination he then promised me 
to make with as little delay as possible. Considering the 
great extent of one of those subjects especially, and the 
mass of papers in which it is now involved, a good deal 
of time must be necessarily allowed for the investigation, 
to one to whom the whole matter is new, and whose at- 
tention, it is understood, has been cotemporaneously oc- 
cupied by other very urgent interests, as well foreign as 
domestic. 

The modifications of the treaty of Adrianople in re- 
gard to the amount of the Turkish indemnity, and the 
military occupation of the Russians, (which it is believed 
that this Government has co-operated with that of Great 
Britain in urging on the Emperor Nicholas, ) the changes 
of interior organization consequent on the new ministry, 
the surveillance of an active opposition, and, lastly, seri- 
ous divisions among the ministers themselves, have, it is 
supposed, furnished full employment, for sume time past, 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and his colleagues. 

This last source of distraction has terminated, for the 


| present, by the resignation of Count de la Bourdonnaye, 


Minister of the Interior, and one of the most able, as 
well as obnoxious of the ministers; the transfer of Mr. 
Montbel from the Department of Ecclesiastical Affairs 
and Public Instruction to that of the Interior, and the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Guernon de Ranville, not heretofore of 
the ministry, to fill the place of Mr. Montbel, all of which 
changes are announced by an ordonnance of the King 
published this morning. Prince Polignac has, at the 
same time, been constituted President of the Council of 
Ministers; the proposition for which is said to have been 
the immediate cause of the resignation of Count de la 
Bourdonnaye. 

These changes, it is supposed, will bring with them no 
change in the spirit or policy of the administration; and, 
if we may judge from the language of the anti-ministerial 
journals on the occasion, are not likely to be accepted by 
the opposition as a propitiatory sacrifice to them. 

The spirits of the latter are much elevated, and those 
of the court said to be depressed in a corresponding de- 
gree, by the recent election (to supply a vacancy) of a 
liberal deputy, by the town of Bordeaux, heretofore so 
distinguished for its loyalty and attachment to the doc- 
trines supposed to be peculiarly persunified in the present 
ministry. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, yours, &c. 

W. C. RIVES. 

Hon. M. Van Buren, Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
\[No. 8.] Paris, December 17, 1829. 


Dear Sir: You will perceive, from the enclosed note, 
|that, after waiting for some time for the promised invita- 
ition of Prince Polignac to another interview on the sub- 
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ask one myself. The situation of the minister, as being 
heretofore entirely unacquainted with the subjects of dis- 
cussion between the two Governments, and having been 
very much occupied with other affairs, both foreign and 
domestic, since he came into office, seemed to me fairly 
to claim for him a liberal allowance of time for his inves- 
tigations. For this reason, as well as that, under existing 
circumstances, the manifestation of impatience on my part 
could do no good, and might possibly do harm, I forbore 
to ask an interview earlier, especially as, in one or two 
casual meetings with him, of which I profited to recall his 
attention to the matters I had presented for his considera- 
tion, he informed me that he was then engaged in investi- 
gating them. 

The time, however, seemed to me at length to have 
arrived when a further acquiescence in this delay, on my 
part, might be subject to misconstruction in regard to the 
importance which the Government of the United States 
attached to the demands I had presented. I, therefore, 
on the 10th instant, addressed the enclosed note to Prince 
Polignac, to which I received his answer, fixing Monday, 
the 14th instant, for the interview. 

He opened the interview on that day, by saying that he 
was not yet ready to discuss with me the principal subject 
I had presented to his consideration; that he had been 
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tain that his Majesty’s Government had heretofore decid. 
ed against our claims; and reviewed, somewhat in detail, 
the history of the negotiation, for the purpose of show. 
ing that the failure to settle them was in no sense a rejec. 
tion, but proceeded from various collateral considerations 
alleged as grounds of postponement merely; these post. 
ponements, too, being accompanied, in most of the instan. 
ces, with expressions of opinions, on the part of his 
Majesty’s ministers, decidedly favorable to the intrinsic 
validity of a large portion of our claims. 
He said very promptly that, on this point, he found he 
had been mistaken. 
I then referred to the idea intimated by him in our first 
interview, that his Majesty’s Government could not be 
held answerable for the acts of Bonaparte; and remarked 
that, independently of the long-settled and well-establish. 
ed principles of international responsibility in such cases, 
there were considerations connected with the American 
| claims, which made it clearly equitable that his Majesty’s 
Government should indemnify us for these wrongs of 
Bonaparte; that most of the property for which we now 
claimed compensation, had been actually applied to de. 
| fray the expenses of the French Government, had supplied 
| the place of national contributions or public loans, and 
| diminished, by so much, the burdens which had been im. 
| posed on the nation, or which had descended from Bo. 


very much engaged, as he presumed I was aware, with|naparte upon his Majesty’s Government; and that his Ma. 
other matters; that the subject itself was a complicated |jesty’s Government and the French nation, having thus 
one, and involved in a large mass of documents and pa-|received the benefit of the wrongs committed, were j 


mn 
Nh 


pers, some of which it was necessary to obtain from other | equity, as well as on the sterner principles of international 


parts of Europe; that the whole subject was now under- 
going examination, but that he had as yet been able to ac- | 
quire only a very imperfect knowledge of it himself. 


| 


law, now bound to repair them. 
He said this argument might be admitted to be a good 
one, ifits effect were not to subject his Majesty’s Govern. 


i remarked that it was hardly necessary to trouble him-| ment to new and indefinite demands from the European 


self with all the details he had alluded to; that the general 


character of our claims, and the principles applicable to 
them, lay within a much narrower compass, and could be 
readily gleaned from the correspondence which had taken } 
place here between the respective organs of the two Go-| 
vernments. 

He said he was aware of this, but that, in a matter of so 
much importance, he preferred having a view of every 
thing, however minute, himself, and that, moreover, he | 
wished to put down his views in writing. 

Ithen repeated the hope, which I had already very | 
earnestly expressed, that he would suffer as little delay as 
possible to occur in the further investigation of this sub- 
ject; and I endeavored to impress upon him the import-| 
ance of an early attention to it, by alluding to the recent 
proceedings in the United States, which manifested the 
deep interest felt in it by the nation: to which I added 
that the Government entirely sympathized in this national 


Powers. That, at the period of the restoration, they 


claimed nothing on behalf of their subjects for property 


| forcibly taken away, but only for supplies furnished by 


virtue of contracts. 

I replied that the American claims seemed to me to 
present a much stronger case; for, while the subjects of 
the European Powers had voluntarily yielded their pro- 
perty to the purposes, and advanced it on the credit of 


|the usurping Government, that of our citizens, not less 
|serviceable in supplying the real wants of the nation, had 


been appropriated, by the violence of the Government, 
without their consent, constituting, in effect, a species of 
forced loan. 

I also remarked that I did not understand that the re- 
clamations of the European Powers, which had been 4l- 
lowed by his Majesty’s Government, were confined to 
cases of contract. The arrangement with Great Britain, 


particularly, made his Most Christian Majesty responsible 
for ‘*all property, real or personal, of British subjects, 
which had been unlawfully confiscated since 1792.” 

I also mentioned, as exceptions to the supposed pri 
ple, two very striking examples in the arrangement wit! 
the Government and nation; and that, in all its bearings, | the continental Powers: The first, that of the Hamburg 
the subject must exert un important influence on the fu-}bank, from which Marshal Davoust, in the year 1815, 
ture relations of the two countries. |forcibly abstracted funds to the amount of fifteen millions 

The Prince renewed his promise to examine the sub- | of francs, and for which his Majesty’s Government, 
ject with as little delay as the nature of the investigation, | pursuance of the third article of the convention of the 


and his other engagements, would admit; and here the | 20th November, 1815, with the continental Powers, had 
interview seemed to have reached its termination. 


sentiment; that the question was considered not as affect- 
ing the interests of individuals only, but, from the nature 
of the outrages which had piven rise to the claims of our 
citizens, as one deeply involving the rights and honor of 


But, |made compensation by a special convention with the Se- 
after a short pause, he remarked that what he was about | nate of Hamburg, on the 27th day of October, 1816; th 
to say he hoped I would not consider as the expression of |second, that of the merchants of the Grand Duchy 

an opinion; but he must say that, as far as he had yet} Berg, in whose hands Bonaparte had, by an arbitrary and 
gone in the investigation of our claims, he did not view |capricious order, issued at Nossen on the 8th day of May, 
them in the same favorable light that I did. 1813, seized and confiscated a large amount of colon! 


I thought this a fit opening for meeting some of the |produce, (sugar, coffee, cotton, &c.,) and whose recla 


prepossessions which my first interview with him had dis- 
closed the existence of on his part; and I took advantage 
of it accordingly. 


mations were allowed by the fourth article of the con- 
vention of 20th November, 1815, above mentioned, and 


lafterwards paid by his Majesty’s Government, including 
1 adverted first to the impressions he seemed to enter- | interest as well as principal, 
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To these observations the Prince replied, by resolving, 
through the medium of implications more or less remote, 
the indemnities granted to British subjects into cases of 
contract; and as the other cases mentioned did not admit 
of any being explained away by that ingenious process, 
he said, generally, that the Government of the United 
States, from the principles of its policy, dealing alike 
with all established Governments, and abstaining from 
any participation in the contests which questions of right 
had given rise to in Europe, did not come within the in- 
fluence of all the considerations which naturally applied 
in favor of the European Powers who had taken part in 
the great struggle which had terminated in the restoration 
of his Majesty to the throne of his ancestors. 

He added, that whatever might be the ultimate opinion 
of his Majesty’s ministers on the subject of the claims of 
American citizens, no money could be had to satisfy them 
but by recourse to the Chambers; and that, in the pre- 
sent disposition of parties, it remained to be seen whether 
the ministers had influence enough with those bodies to 
obtain the ordinary supplies. 

I need not extend this communication by repeating 
here the obvious replies which some of these remarks 
suggested. It was apparent, through the whole course 
of the conversation, that the Prince, under a sense of the 
precariousness of his situation, had not seriously turned 
his attention to a subject of which it was doubtful how 
long he might have the official cognizance, and that he 
sought only to make the most plausible excuses for delay. 
1 fear that, while this state of uncertainty as to the ability 
of the ministers to sustain themselves shall continue, no 
effective negotiation, favorable or otherwise, can be com- 
menced. 

Some days ago Paris was full of rumors as to im- 
pending and radical changes in the composition of the 
ministry. It was confidently asserted that a distinguished 
personage had received the royal mandate to form a 
new administration; and that, in pursuance of it, propo- 
sitions were made to several individuals who had formed 
a part of the late ministry, but who declined to associate 
themselves with the leading member of the present mi- 
nistry, whom it was desired still to retain. Since the fail- 
ure of this effort, it is supposed that the ministers have 
taken the resolution to abide their chances before the 
Chambers, and that they will henceforward adopt a course 
of energy and boldness in the spirit of their system, 
which will give a more marked development to the issue 
between them and their adversaries, and render the vic- 
tory, on whichever side it may be, more permanent and 
decisive. I have the honor to be, &c. 

W. C. RIVES. 


Panis, December 10, 1829. 
The undersigned, hoping that the time which has 
elapsed since his conference with his excellency the 
Prince de Polignac, on the second of the last month, has 
enabled him to examine the subjects which he then had 
the honor to present to his excellency’s consideration, re- 
quests the favor of another interview, at such a time as 
may suit his excellency’s convenience. 
_ The undersigned embraces, with pleasure, this occa- 
sion to reiterate to his excellency the Prince de Polignac 
the assurance of his most distinguished consideration. 
W.C. RIVES. 
H. E. the Prince pg Porienac, &c. &e. 


Paris, December 10, 1829. 
The President of the Council of Ministers will have 


235 


[22d Cone. 2d Szss. 
Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 9.] Panis, January 7, 1830. 

Dear Srr: In the communication which I had the ho- 
nor to address to you on the 17th of the last month, I re- 
ferred, generally, inreciting a conversation which I had had 
with Prince Polignac, to some cases of European indem- 
nities mentioned by me as not reconcilable with the prin- 
ciple of a responsibility for contracts only, which the 
Prince had stated was the sole basis of all the indemnities 
granted by the present Government of France to subjects 
of the European Powers. As those cases have not been 
brought into view heretofore, so far as 1 am informed, TI 
have supposed it proper to submit to you, as I now do in 
the accompanying paper, a fuller statement and expla- 
nation of them, vouched by the authorities on which they 
rest. 

I have addressed a note to Prince Polignac requesting 
another conference, to which I have not yet received his 
answer appointing a time for the purpose. 

No important change in the political condition of the 
country has occurred since my last communication. The 
ministry, contrary to the expectations entertained by ma- 
ny, still maintains its negative attitude, avoiding the re- 
sponsibility of any of those new measures which have 
been said to enter into its system. The Chambers, which 
bad been expected to meet early in the next month, it is 
now supposed will not be convoked till some time in 
March. This delay, connected with the circumstance of 
the continued inaction of the ministry affording no fresh 
cause of discontent, certainly adds to their chances of ob- 
taining a majority in the Chambers, by giving more time 
for the excitement of the opposition to wear itself out, 
and for themselves to profit of the various resources of 
influence and propitiation which they have at their dis- 
posal. 


I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 

To the Hon. M. Vaw Buren, 

Secretary of State. 
P. S. The ordonnance of the King has just been pub- 

lished, convoking the Chambers for the 2d day of March. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 11.] Parts, January 16, 1830. 


Dear Sir: The interview with Prince Polignac, which 
you were informed by my last despatch I had requested, 
took place, by his appointment, on the 11th instant. In 
the course of it, much that had already been said was re- 
peated, with trifling variations. I had the satisfaction, 
however, to perceive that the representations 1 had made 
to him in previous interviews had had the effect, at least, 
of awakening his attention to the importance of the sub- 
ject, and that he had been looking into it seriously. 

He commenced the conversation, by observing that he 
did not see on what principle we could claim compensa- 
tion for the injuries committed under the Berlin and Mi- 
lan decrees; that, however unjust in themselves, they 
constituted the law of the land at the time; but that there 
was another class of injuries which stood on a different 
ground—mentioning the vessels burnt at sea. 

I replied that the Berlin and Milan decrees, though 
nominally the law of the land, were in conflict with a su- 
perior law—the established law of nations; and that they 
violated, at the same time, express and positive stipula- 
tions of existing treaties between France and the United 
States; that, therefore, with whatever forms of authority 
they may have been clothed, they were absolute nullities 


the honor to receive Mr. Rives on Monday, the 14th in-| in the eye of public law, and could give no validity to any 


stant, at half past twelve. 
Mr. Rives, &c. &c. &e. 


| thing done under them. 
| 


He said he did not perceive how this reasoning could 
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be reconciled with the general doctrine on which we held 
the present Government of France to be responsible for 
the acts of Bonaparte. He understood that doctrine to 
be, that Bonaparte’s Government was to be regarded as 
being, at the time, the lawful Government of France: if 
so, its acts in the form of law must be respected; that if 
the Berlin and Milan decrees were to be treated as nulli- 
ties, other acts of the same formal character should also 
be set aside; and mentioned, as an example, the treaty 
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effects had fallen almost exclusively on the neutral com. 
merce of the United States. I adverted to the differen, 
character of the relations in which the other Powers of 
Europe stood to France, (they being either her allies or 
enemies, while the United States were neutral, ) as giving 
rise, of course, to a different description of claims on their 
part; and remarked on the obvious injustice there would 
be in holding the United States concluded by an arrange. 
ment to which not only they were not a party themselves, 


for the cession of Louisiana, which Bonaparte, having no |but no other Power of influence, having similar interests 
just title to, could not, in strictness, make a valid convey- |with them, was a party. 


ance of; that, if acts which operated against us were to be 
set asicle as null and void, the rules of reciprocal justice 
required that similar acts, when they operated in our fa- 
vor, should also be set aside. He added that, in their own 
internal concerns, Bonaparte had committed many wrong- 
ful acts in the form of law, but that they had been acqui- 
esced in. He instanced particularly the deprivation of the 
emigrants of their estates, which had never been restored 
to the rightful proprietors. 

I replied that the principle on which our reclamations 
against=his Majesty’s Government for the acts of Bona- 
parte rested, was this: that, from the necessity of the 
case, and the established principles of public law, Bona- 
parte’s Government, as the actual Government of the 
French nation at the time, was to be regarded by foreign 
Powers (who had no right to interfere in the domestic 
politics of France) as competent to act for and bind the 
nation to the same extent as a rightful sovereign, and that 
succeeding Governments, therefore, were responsible for 
its acts; that the effects of this responsivility, however, 
were different, according to the nature of the subject- 
matter; that where the acts of Bonaparte were such as so- 
vereigns may rightfully perform, the responsibility of the 
succeeding Government is to abide by and fulfil them; 


but where they were such as no sovereign, however legi- 
timate, could lawfully perform, the responsibility is to 
correct and redress them. i 
tion suggests, at once, the distinction between the Berlin 
and Milan decrees on the one hand, and the Louisiana 


That this obvious considera- 


treaty on the other. The alienation of territory is an act 
which sovereigns are competent to execute, and, in point 
of fact, frequently do execute; Bonaparte’s cession of Lou- 
isiana is therefore valid. The Berlin and Milan decrees, 
being gross violations of the public law and the faith of trea- 
ties, are such acts as no sovereign can rightfully perform, 
and must, therefore, be regarded as null and void. I add- 
ed that the course pursued by his Majesty’s Government 
in regard to the Louisiana treaty, and the other case which 
his excellency had referred to, had always been regarded 
by us asa clear recognition of the principle on which our 
reclamations rested. His Majesty’s Government had 
claimed, very strenuously, certain privileges under the 
eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, which could be on no 
other principle than that the authority which made it, 
however deficient in moral right, was practically compe- 
tent to this highest function of sovereignty. The sale of 
the emigrants’ estates, in being confirmed, was, in like 
manner, recognised as the emanation of a competent so- 
vereign authority, though that consideration, while it left 
the purchasers undisturbed in their possession, had not 
prevented his Majesty’s Government from repairing the 
injustice of the act, by granting a million in indemnities 
to the original proprietors. The Government of the Unit- 
ed States asked the application of no other rule than this 
to the claims of its citizens. 

To these observations the Prince offered noreply. He 
remarked that, in the settlement with the Powers of Eu- 
rope, no claims were allowed which had arisen under the 

3erlin and Milan decrees, though those decrees were ap- 
plicable to them as well as to the United States. 

i answ 


ered that, although those decrees were, in their 


terms, applicable to all nations, yet, in point of fact, their| which your excellency has favored me, I have had the 


The Prince said it was impossible to redress all the 
wrongs of Bonaparte—it was necessary to make a discri- 
mination among them. Some of his acts were of sucha 
character that they could not now be reversed: in regard 
lto them, the motto must be, what was done, was done. 
But, in relation to others, they were such sheer naked 
outrages, that the redress of them might be more reason- 
ably expected; and here he again mentioned the cases 
of vessels burnt at sea, which he characterized as acts of 
| piracy. 

I told him that I could not recognise the justness of the 
distinction he made, and that I was sure the Government 
of the United States could not consent to renounce the 
claims of its citizens for a class of spoliations, which it 
}had always remonstrated against as the grossest and most 
unwarrantable outrages. Wishing, however, to ascer- 
|tain the precise extent to which his ideas of redress went, 
it remarked to him that, besides vessels burnt at sea, there 
were other cases which had not been attended with those 
formal sanctions which the usage of civilized nations re- 
quired; that captures and seizures of our property had 
been made professedly by virtue of the Berlin and Milan 
decrees, which the provisions of those decrees themselves 
did not authorize; and that, in many instances also, the 
property captured or seized had been merely ordered to 
be sold, and its proceeds sequestered, but that it had ne- 
ver been condemned by the sentence of any judicial 
tribunal. I asked him if his ideas of redress would 
not embrace those cases equally with the vessels burnt 
at sea. not 

I understood him as assenting to this extension of his 
views, though his answer was not very distinct, and I am 
not sure that it was founded on a thorough comprehension 
of the full bearing of my inquiry. 

I then told him that, although the measure of redress 
suggested could not, in its greatest extent, be accepted 
as 2 complete discharge of the just claims of our citizens, 
yet, as some advance towards the settlement of a long 
standing and disagreeable subject of discussion, I should 
be glad that he would state in writing the precise extent 
of what he proposed. He very promptly consented to 
do so, but said I must first address to him a note present: 
ing, in a general way, the demand made by the Govern- 
ment of the United States on behalf of its citizens. In 
|pursuance of this understanding, I addressed to him, on 
ithe 13th instant, the note of which the enclosed is a copy, 


jin which I sought to present the demand under those 


aspects, and to enforce it by those considerations, which, 
while they conformed to the principles maintained, and 
the dispositions professed by the Government of the 
United States, seemed to me, at the same time, best 
adapted to the feelings of, and most likely to secure 4 
favorable hearing from, this Government. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES 
Hon. M. Van Buren, Secretary of Staie. 


Paris, January 13, 1550. 


Monsizunr Le Prince: In the several conferences wit 
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honor to present to your consideration the renewed and 
earnest demand of the Government of the United States 
for the indemnification of its citizens for the flagrant 
wrongs heretofore committed upon them by the authori- 
ties of France. The knowledge which your excellency 
possesses of the character of these wrongs, and the am- 
ple details to be found in the correspondence which has 
heretofore taken place between the two Governments on 
the subject, render it unnecessary for me to occupy your 
excellency’s time with a specification of them here. 

The acts which mainly inflicted them were met by the 
Government of the United States, in the moment of their 
promulgation, by the most earnest and emphatic remon- 
strances, and a determination never to submit to them, 
evinced by a course of measures which would have ter- 
minated in the last appeal of nations, but for the ultimate 
abrogation of the most obnoxious of these acts. After 
their withdrawal, the United States steadily and earn- 
estly prosecuted their demand for the redress of the in- 
juries committed under them, from the authority with 
which they originated, and a satisfaction of that demand 
is believed to have been prevented only by the death of 
their minister on the point of concluding a treaty. Soon 
after the happy event which brought back the reign of 
law and justice in the persons of his Majesty’s illustrious 
family occurred, and gave new reasons to the United 
States to hope that the injuries which had been wantonly 
inflicted upon their citizens in the name and under the 
sanction of his Majesty’s people, would now find an am- 
ple and effectual redress; a hope cherished with so much 



















































which the subjects of other Powers had been indemnified 
for wrongs flowing from the same source. 

The temporary financial embarrassments, however, pro- 
duced by the previous assumption of so heavy a responsi- 
bility to the Powers of Europe, suspended the considera- 
tion of American claims, and the United States, anxious 
to see France recovered from the effect of those embar- 
rassments, and happy, prosperous, and powerful, under 
her ancient sovereigns, acquiesced in the delay. That 
state of things has now been realized. 


happy, prosperous, and powerful. The other causes 


tooperate. The Government of the United States, there- 
fore, now entertains the expectation, founded on a tho- 











of his Majesty’s councils, that the adjustment of these 
claims will be no longer postponed. 


justment, because he is sincerely desirous of cultivating 
the most cordial good understanding with his Majesty’s 
Government, and because he cannot but be sensible that 
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the more confidence, from seeing the promptitude with | 
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lency, the manifestation of a desire, on the part of your 
excellency, to enter, in good earnest, on the considera- 
tion of this subject. This disposition, enlightened by the 
wisdom, and guided by the justice which presides over his 
Majesty’s councils, will ultimately lead, I cannot doubt, to 
a satisfactory result. 

I need not repeat that the measure of compensation at 
which your excellency hinted, (if I comprehended it cor- 
rectly,) cannot be received by the Government of the 
United States as a complete and adequate discharge of 
the just claims of our citizens. Still, as it is desirable to 
know precisely to what extent his Majesty’s Government 
is at this time willing to go in the liquidation of these 
claims, (the justice and validity of which, to a greater or 
less extent, have been repeatedly admitted by your excel- 
lency’s peeeeeene a: shall await with anxiety the ful- 
filment of your excellency’s promise to communicate to 
me, in writing, the limits of the redress you are prepared 
to offer, not doubting that, in the progress of your reflec- 
tions, they will attain an extension corresponding with the 
magnitude of the wrongs suffered by our citizens, and the 
elevated justice which now holds such ample means of re- 
dressing them. 

I beg your excellency, in the mean time, to accept the 
assurances of the great respect and distinguished consider- 
ation with which I have the honor to be, your excellency’s 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 

His excellency the Prince pe Ponienac, 

Minister, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and President of the Council of Ministers. 





Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 12.] Panis, January 28, 1830. 
Dear Sir: Not having heard from Prince Polignac in 
answer to my note of the 13th instant, and deeming it im- 
portant to improve, by a diligent pursuit on my part, the 
favorable dispositions which had been manifested in our 
last interview, I requested, some days ago, another inter- 


France is again | view, which has just taken place. 


On the subject of the claims, the Prince said he was not 


which have been, from time to time, alleged for the post- | prepared to discuss it with me; that he was then examin- 
ponement of the claims of our citizens, have also ceased |ing all the papers, and was about to make a naked report 


of the facts for the persona! consideration of the King, 
and that, when he was ready to discuss the matter with me, 


rough confidence in the justice, wisdom, and magnanimity jhe would invite me to another interview. 


I reminded him of his promise, in our last interview, to 
state to me in writing the extent of the compensation they 


The President is so much the more anxious for this ad- | were disposed to offer us; that this implied an examination 


jalready made, and that I could not, therefore, learn with- 
jout surprise that the examination yet remained to be 
jmade, and that new deliberations were to be commenced. 






the longer continuance of a subject of discussion, in which | He said nothing in reply, except that their attention was 
so many delays and disappointments have already been occupied with a great variety of other pressing business. 
experienced, must have a very unfavorable influence on| In taking my leave, l remarked to the Prince that it 
the feelings and relations of the two countries. Believing | was impossible, by any form of words, to disguise the facts 
that no two Governments can have, whether in the inte-|that a crisis must soon occur, if it had not already occur- 
rests of the present or the recollections of the past, strong- |red, in the relations of France and the United States, on 
er motives to a cordial friendship with each other, he |this disagreeable subject; that it was alike inconsistent 
ardently wishes that this single thorn, threatening an ul-|w ith the dignity of both Governments that the question 
ceration of feeling so much to be deprecated, should be |should remain much longer in its present condition; and 
extracted from their relations. that seeing the favorable state of our affairs, both with 

The claims of the citizens of the United States to in-| England and Russia, as developed in the President’s mes- 
demnity for the injuries suffered by them, are of such a|sage, it was for the Government of France now to consi- 
character that they can never be abandoned by their Go- |der whether, by her persevering neglect of our just de- 
vernment. Arising from acts which equally violated the | mands, she did not incur the hazard, at least, of our 
tights of the nation as well as of the individual sufferers, |establishing more friendly relations with other Powers, 
the honor of the Government is concerned in their re-| which, however reluctantly on our part, might alienate 
dress. us from her. 

Deeply impressed by my Government with the senti- | 
ments | have had the honor to express, I perceived, with 
lively satisfaction, in my recent interview with your excel-| 





















I have the honor to be, &c. 
Ww. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. M. Van Buren, Secretary of State. 
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Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 


[No. 15.] Panis, February 16, 1830. 


Dear Srr: Shortly after my communication of the 28th 
ultimo, I had an informal opportunity, at Prince Polig- 
nac’s own house, of testing the character and extent of 
the dissatisfaction which had been expressed at the Pre- 
sident’s message. I commenced the conversation by ob- 
serving to him that, since our last interview, in which he 
had informed me, to my great surprise, of the dissatisfac- 
tion felt at the passage in the President’s message which 
related to our affairs with France, I had critically re-ex- 
amined that portion of the message, and that my first im- 
pressions, in regard to its conciliatory and respectful cha- 
racter, had been fully confirmed. I recalled to him the 
terms in which the President had expressed himself with 
respect to the magnanimity of the French nation, and the 
known integrity of the King, as clearly evincing that his 
reliance for justice was upon these distinguished attributes, 
and that he could not have intended an appeal to less 
manly considerations. I observed to the Prince that, as 
he thoroughly understood the English language, and the 
import of the expressions used by the President, I should 
hope that he would set this matter in its true light before 
his Majesty and the members of the Council. 

He remarked that the expressions 1 had cited were 
every thing they could have wished, but that the phrase 
** possible collision” conveyed an intimation under which 
it was not very pleasant to act. 

I told him it should be recollected that the President’s 
message was a communication addressed, not to foreign 
Governments, but to the Congress of the United States, 
in which it was enjoined upon him by the constitution to 
lay before Congress ‘‘ information of the state of the 
Union,”’ comprehending its foreign as well as domestic 
relations; and that if, in the discharge of this duty, he 
felt it incumbent upon him to summon the attention of 
Congress, in due time, to what might be the possible con- 
sequences of existing difficulties with any foreign Govern- 
ment, he might fairly be supposed to do so under a sense 
of what was due from him, in a frank communication with 
another branch of his own Government, and not from any 
intention of holding a menace over the head of a foreign 
Powe?. 

These observations were received in a very friendly 
spirit by the Prince, and he finally remarked that the 
matter was now at an end, intimating that it was not in- 
tended {to say any thing more about it on their part. 

Having thus ascertained that this circumstance was not 
to be Jaid hold of as an excuse for breaking off the dis- 
cussions which had been commenced, I availed myself of 
another informal occasion, which occurred very soon af- 
terwards, to make some intimations to the Prince, which 
I thought would smooth the way for a more favorable 
resumption of our discussions. I had observed, in all 
my interviews with him, a very strong repugnance to the 
idea of coming before the Chambers in his present pre- 
carious relations with them, with any extraordinary de- 
mand for money. I therefore remarked to him that it 
was very far from the wish of my Government, in press- 
ing the claims of its citizens at this time, to do any thing 
which would inconveniently embarrass the finances of 
France, or impose upon him, as minister, an ungracious 
and disagreeable task. ‘That our great object was to have 
the just claims of our citizens acknowledged, and put in 
a train of liquidation and adjustment; that, with respect 
to the time of payment, the Government of the United 
States had always expressed its willingness to show a libe- 
ral regard to the convenience of France; and that, if no- 
thing else could be done at present, we might at least fix 
the principles upon which the claims should be adjusted, 


and adopt some arrangement for commencing their liqui- 
dation. 
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These suggestions were received in a manner whici; 
evidently marked the sensible relief the mind of the 
Prince derived from them. 

Having, by these preliminary and informal conversa. 
tions, endeavored to smooth the way for resuming our 
official conferences, I addressed, on the 8th instant, a note 
to the minister, requesting an interview, to which I re. 
ceived his answer, appointing the 11th instant. On that 
day I accordingly waited upon him at the office of Foreign 
Affairs; but as he had just received a summons to attend 
the King on some affair of urgency, he begged me to 
excuse him, and to call the next day at 11 o’clock. 

He opened the conversation on the following day, by 
reverting to what had been the basis of the settlement 
made with the allied Powers at the period of the restora. 
tion. He said that, seeing that it would be physically 
impossible for his Majesty’s Government to redress all the 
wrongs which Bonaparte had committed, it had been 
agreed to limit the redress to one class of cases only— 
supplies furnished by virtue of contracts. Then passing 
to the consideration of our claims under the Berlin and 
Milan decrees, he said those decrees were, undoubtedly, 
gross violations of the law of nations; but if his Majesty’s 
Government once recognised the principle of making 
compensation for all of Bonaparte’s violations of the law of 
nations, infinite and diversified as they were, both in num. 
ber and character, the entire resources of the French 
nation would soon be exhausted by the demands which 
such a principle would give rise to. He said that his 
Majesty’s Government, therefore, could not undertake to 
indemnify us for the injuries arising from those decrees, 
where they had been carried into final execution, but 
there were some cases which they were willing to con- 
sider more favorably—as where the property had not 
been definitively condemned, but put into some of the 
public chests: in such cases, his Majesty’s Government 
had no wish to retain the benefit of the property so se- 
questered. He again mentioned the cases of vessels de- 
stroyed at sea, as standing on a like favorable footing, and 
afterwards, inthe progress of our discussion, added the 
case of supplies. 

Though I was glad to perceive in a portion of these ob- 
servations a substantial confirmation of the impressions | 
had received of the Prince’s admissions in our interview 
of the 11th ultimo, I addressed myself, in this stage of our 
conversation, exclusively to the unfavorable part of his 
observations. I remarked that the Government of the 
United States could not acquiesce in the distinction he had 
suggested between property of its citizens which had 
been condemned, and that which had not been condemn- 
ed under the Berlin and Milan decrees; that sentences of 
condemnation could no more impart validity to decrees, 
otherwise void, than decrees admitted to be unlawful 
could give a legal sanction to sentences of condemnation; 
that we could not, therefore, abandon the claims of our 
citizens for property unlawfully condemned. I repeated 
what [£ had had occasion to say several times before, as to 
the error of supposing that the indemnities granted to the 
European Powers had been confined to cases of contract, 
and the injustice, if it were so, of holding the United 
States bound by that arrangement. I stated that the s- 
tisfaction of our claims under the Berlin and Milan de- 
crees would not be a precedent of which other Powers 
could take advantage; for, besides the fact that those de- 
crees had fallen almost exclusively on the neutral cot 
merce of the United States, we were entitled to a special 
protection against them by virtue of our convention with 
France of 1800; and, moreover, that the European Pow: 
ers, having made their own bargain, by the conventions 
of 1814 and 1815, and the final liquidation of 1818, would 
be precluded from bringing forward any new demands. 

The Prince remarked that the fact, however, was, that 
new claims were constantly presented, and they had jus: 
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had occasion to reject some; that, though it might be true 
that the Berlin and Milan decrees had fallen almost exclu- 
sively on the commerce of the United States, yet, if his 
Majesty’s Government should agree to redress these acts 
as being violations of the law of nations, other Powers 
would claim the benefit of the principle, and extend it to 
all other violations of the law of nations by Bonaparte; 
that for this reason his Majesty’s Government could not 
undertake, generally, to pay for property which had been 
confiscated under the Berlin and Milan decrees; but that 
there were, no doubt, among those confiscations, cases 
distinguished, more or less, by peculiar circumstances; that 
they would be willing to single out as many of these cases 
as practicable for redress, but that they could not commit 
themselves to all the bearings of the general principle. 

I told him that the Government of the United States 
was not solicitous for the establishment of an abstract 
principle; that the substantial satisfaction of the just claims 
of its citizens was all it wished; and that if any mode could 
be devised of accomplishing that object without an ex- 
press recognition of the principle he deprecated, I should 
have no objection to concur in an arrangement founded 
upon such a basis. 

I then proceeded to remark that, as we could come to 
no conclusion on this branch of the subject at present, I 
wished to know precisely to what extent we had agreed; 
that I understood him to say that ‘in all cases where the 
property had not been definitively condemned, and for 
all vessels and cargoes destroyed at sea,” his Majesty’s 
Government would indemnify. He replied ‘certainly, 
there it was clearly right.” For the purpose of testing 
more completely the accuracy of my impressions on this 
topic, I several times alluded incidentally to this admis- 
sion; and, as often as I did so, it was promptly and une- 
quivocally confirmed. You will have perceived, also, 
from the foregoing recital, that the admissions obtained 
from him went beyond this, and to an extent greater than 
the declarations of any of his predecessors, comprehend- 
ing an undefined portion of the cases of condemnations, 

all of which have been heretofore invariably and decided- 
ly negatived. 
with such criteria as served to mark the precise extent of 
it, { was not enabled to challenge a specific confirmation 
of it. 

I suggested to the Prince the propriety of his address- 
ing me a note embodying his propositions, to the extent, 
at least, to which we were agreed. He said he would do 
so as soon as he had obtained the sanction of the King and 
his colleagues on a report he was about to draw up; and 
that he would embrace in his note a proposition for a mix- 
ed commission, (which had been alluded to in the course 
of our conversation, ) to examine and liquidate the claims. 

Last night, being at the Prince’s house with some other 
company, he requested me, as I was leaving the room, to 
remain a few minutes longer, as he wished to converse 
with me. As soon as he was disengaged from the indi- 
vidual with whom he was then conversing, he told me 
that he had already consulted the King and his colleagues 
on the subject of our last conference; that they approved 
of the plan of adjustment he had proposed; and that in a 
few days he would wish to see me again, that we might 
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same kind in the experience of my predecessors, to ven- 
ture to form an opinion. I believe there are some consi- 
derations operating at this moment, which dispose the 
minister to settle this question, if it can be done without 
risking too great a reaction. I have lost no opportunity 
of urging such of these considerations as it was proper for 
me to present myself, while I have endeavored to have 
such as I could not properly suggest impressed by others. 
I shall continue to use my most strenuous and unceasing 
efforts to bring this disagreeable subject to a satisfactory 
termination. The near approach of the great political 
struggle which will be ushered in by the meeting of the 
Chambers, leaves a brief interval for negotiation; but the 
moment is one which it may be of the highest importance 
to seize vigorously, and to improve diligently. 

It is worthy of remark that the French claim under the 
eighth article of the Louisiana treaty has never been men- 
tioned but once, and then historically only, as being one 
of the subjects of discussion between the two Govern- 
ments; that Beaumarchais’s claim has not been alluded to, 
and no allusion, indeed, has been made to any private 
claims of French subjects, except a very vague one to 
claims for ships which had been seized or captured. 
These, however, I presume, are all reserved for the clos- 
ing scenes of the diplomatic drama. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State, Washington. 





Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 16.] Panis, February 25, 1830. 
Sir: The day after the date of my last despatch, I ad- 
dressed a note to Prince Polignac, of which a copy is en- 
closed. The moment appeared to me to be a critical one, 
rendered the more so by the near approach of the meet- 
ing of the Chambers; and I therefore determined, even 


But this admission not being accompanied | at the risk of seeming somewhat importunate, to request 


another interview with him, at once. Having failed in 
my efforts to obtain from him a note which should reduce 
to writing the admissions and propositions he had several 
times made verbally, you will perceive that, as a provi- 
sion against any unfavorable contingency which might 
occur, I made use of this occasion to recapitulate the sub- 
stance of those admissions, in my note to him, as consti- 
tuting the next best evidence, and of equal validity, 
indeed, if not contradicted, with a note from himself. 
With the same view, I also took occasion, in mentioning 
that I had afull power to conclude a convention with him 
on the subject of the claims, to suggest, incidentally, the 
expediency of some record of the results of our negotia- 
tion, as they should be progressively agreed upon and 
settled between us. 

The whole frame of the note was designed to test his 
earnestness in what had recently passed between us. If 
he were really disposed and prepared to settle the claims 
on the principles indicated in conversation, my note, in 
exhibiting my readiness to meet him effectively on that 


settle the principles of adjustment, and adopt the ne-| ground, could not be otherwise than welcome. If, on the 


cessary measures for constituting a mixed commission. | 
told him I received the information with great pleasure, 


| other hand, he was either not disposed or not prepared 
to consummate his words by corresponding acts, I fore- 


and that I should hold myself in readiness to obey his sum-| saw that the note would probably occasion him some em- 


mons at the earliest moment. 


ral days before he should be prepared to see me. 


A negotiation, therefore, may be considered as having, 


He said he was then very 
much occupied with other subjects, and it might be seve- 


| barrassment. 

In this state of things, having waited five days without 
|hearing from him, I had determined to send Mr. Harper 
jto the Department of Foreign Affairs, to make a courte- 


at least, commenced; though what progress it is destined | ous inquiry of the under secretary on the subject, by way 


tomake, or what termination it may have, L have already 


of stimulating the minister, when it was announced in the 


had, myself, too much experience of the uncertainties of| journals that the minister had been seriously indisposed 


diplomacy, and read too many monitory lessons of the! for several days. 


His sickness is announced in all the 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































240 APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 


22d Cone. 2d Szss.] Spoliations on .4merican Commerce. 





journals of the 22d instant. Hearing, however, in the! sion is, that, by means of some one of the contingencies 
course of the next day, that he was sufficiently recovered| above mentioned, the official existence of the prime minis. 
to attend to business, I addressed him another note, sim-| ter, at least, will survive the impending conflict. 
ply requesting an interview. To this note I received his} This consideration makes it very desirable that I should 
answer on the following day, expressing his regret at his| be possessed, as speedily as possible, of the views of the 
inability to receive me during the present week, in con-| President with regard to the arrangement which had oc. 
sequence of his multiplied occupations. A copy of his} curred to my mind, and which, you will perceive from 
answer is enclosed. my note to the minister, I had intended to suggest to him 
Thus has terminated the prospect opened by the facts! on the subject of the vessels and cargoes condemned up. 
communicated in my last despatch, of accomplishing! der the Berlin and Milan decrees. My last despatch wil] 
something before the meeting of the Chambers, without} have informed you of what had passed between the minis. 
leaving any sanguine confidence, on my part, in the bet-| ter and myself on this subject. He had said that, while 
ter success of future efforts. I had hoped that, in the| his Majesty’s Government could not consent to pay, gene. 
circumstances of the present moment, the ministry would| rally, for condemnations under these decrees, on the 
have derived an additional and extrinsic motive to a just} naked ground of their being contrary to the law of na. 
settlement of our claims, from the probability of thereby| tions, in consequence of the heavy and indefinite demands 
conciliating a portion of the opposition party in the Cham-| of other Powers, to which the recognition of such a prin. 
bers, which, from political or commercial considerations, | ciple would subject them, that they would be willing to 
was supposed to favor such a settlement. Representa-| go, as far as they could, in the payment of cases which 
tions of this kind, though not proper to be made by my-| might be distinguished by a peculiarity of circumstances. 
self, had been made by others, and, I had reason to be-| As there were special reasons in perhaps all the cases 
lieve, not without effect. The moment, however, for| of condemnation under the Berlin and Milan decrees, for 
drawing profit from them, seems to be now past. Much} setting aside those condemnations, independent of the 
allowance is undoubtedly due to the bad health of the] illegality of the decrees themselves, (as, for example, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and his necessary occupation| that the condemnations were in contravention of the con. 
as President of the Council, witha great variety of affairs} vention of 1800, were not made by regular prize tribunals, 
preparatory to the meeting of the Chambers. or in the forms prescribed by law, &c., &c., &c.,) it im. 
But whatever might be the good faith or favorable dis-| mediately occurred to me that an article might be framed 
positions of the minister, the modes of thinking in rela-| which would, at the same time, consult the views as ex- 
tion to questions of this sort oppose a great obstacle to| pressed by the minister, and provide for the just claims 
doing us justice. Of this, a more striking proof could| of our citizens. 
not be afforded, than in an article you will find in one of} Iaccordingly prepared an article arranging the condem- 
the gazettes accompanying this despatch—the Constitu-| nations which his Majesty’s Government should positively 
tionnel of yesterday. The writer, upon the strength of| stipulate to pay, into separate classes, according to special 
an idle invention that the Minister of Foreign Affairs had} grounds of reversal applying to each, with a supplemen- 
agreed to pay the United States thirty millions of indem-| tal clause, that they should pay for all other cases of con- 
nities, makes it a serious reproach to him, without once, | demnation which, from any consideration, a mixed con- 
however, questioning the justice of our claims, but sim-} mission should decide that his Majesty’s Government was 
ply because he had not contrived, by some sort of diplo-| justly bound to make compensation for. In drawing this 
matic alchemy, to convert the responsibility of the French| article, I was guided chiefly by the statement contained 
nation for acknowledged wrongs, into a means of profit|in Mr. Gallatin’s letter to the Duke de Richelieu of the 
to its own treasury. The article, in other respects, is} 9th of November, 1816; and the classification of cases I 
full of false facts as well as false reasoning; but such is] made, corresponded, as you will perceive, in numeral 
the state of the French press, enslaved in its very licen-| order as well as in principle, with the specifications of 
tiousness to the dominion of party, that it is in vain to seek | that statement. 
a correction of its errors through the channel which pro-}| It seemed to me that such an article, while it was ac- 
pagates them. Notwithstanding these discouragements, | commodated to the views expressed by the minister of 
I hope the President will be assured that I shail continue} France, had a decided advantage for us over that which 
to use every possible exertion to bring this prominent ob-| had been proposed by Mr. Gallatin to the Duke de Riche- 
ject of the duties with which he has charged me, to a sa-| lieu. According to Mr. Gallatin’s projet, the Govern- 
tisfactory conclusion. ment of France was not bound positively to pay for any 
I can hardly promise myself any profitable discussions| of the condemnations; but the whole question of their ob- 
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs during the session of| ligation to do so was made dependant upon the decision 
the Chambers, which meet in five days from this time.| of a mixed commission. According to that which I had 
The vital character of the struggle which will mark the} thought of suggesting, the Government of France would 
proceedings of these bodies, will, no doubt, absorb all| positively bind itself to pay for five distinct classes of con- 
his attention and solicitude. It is admitted, on all hands, | demnations, comprehending, in all probability, nearly the 
that there is a decided majority opposed to the ministers} whole that had taken place, referring the question of its 
in the Chamber of Deputies; of which the probable con-} obligation to pay in any cases which might not be in- 
sequence will be an address, (in answer to the speech] cluded in those classes, to the determination of a mixed 
from the throne,) expressing their want of confidence in} commission. 
his Majesty’s ministers. The ministers, however, will,} There is one other difference between the two projets, 
in all probability, disregarding the address, proceed to} which, as you may deem it important, I beg leave to invite 
lay before the Chambers their projects of laws, chiefly | your attention to. In the second section of Mr. Gallatin’s 
financial, and try the sense of the Chambers upon them. | first article, the decision of the mixed commission is to be 
If they should be accepted, the ministers will, of course, | governed by a consideration of what condemnations were 
be enabled to retain their places. If, on the other hand, | ** contrary to public law and justice,” &e. In conse: 
the Chambers should have courage enough to reject the| quence of the jealousy and repugnance manifested by the 
budget, the ministers must either resign, or dissolve or} Minister of Foreign Affairs to any arrangement which 
prorogue the Chambers. These are the vital issues in-| would recognise the principle of paying for Bonaparte’s 
volved in the parliamentary struggle so near at hand. As| violations of the law of nations, I thought it best to avoid 
time must very soon resolve them, it would be idle for| any express reference to public law, and, in lieu thereo!, 
me to speculate upon them, though my present impres- | to leave it to the commission, in general terms, to decide 
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what condemnations, not enumerated, his Majesty’s Go- 
vernment **is justly bound to make compensation for.” 
The two forms of expression, perhaps, are not intrinsi- 
cally of different import, and it would seem that such was 
Mr. Gallatin’s understanding of them, as, in the second 
section of his second article, in defining the functions of 
the mixed commission, he uses the phrase ‘‘ justly bound.” 

The article prepared by me on this subject, you will 
find incorporated as the second article in a projet of a 
convention which accompanies this despatch. Supposing 
that, in the favorable dispositions expressed by the minis- 
ter, some arrangement might possibly be concluded with 
him before the meeting of the Chambers, and deeming it 
important towards securing such a result to have every 
thing ready on my part, I drew up this projet, with the 
intention of communicating it to him at our next confer- 
ence, but with such reservations as would prevent it from 
binding me as an official paper. The first article, you 
will perceive, provides for the cases in regard to which 1 
understood that the minister and myself had agreed. The 
particular views which determined the shape of the se- 
cond article, have been already explained. 

The claims originating prior to the conventions of 1800 
and 1803, and forming the subject-matter of the two or 
three first classes of claims mentioned in my instructions, 
I considered as virtually embraced by these articles, par- 
ticularly by the clause of the first article relating to sup- 
plies and debts, and the clause of the second article re- 
lating to condemnations in contravention of the convention 
of 1800. The latter clause was framed mainly with re- 
ference to condemnations under the Berlin and Milan de- 
crees prior to 3ist of July, 1809, which, besides their 
illegality on general principles, were in violation of the 
12th, 13th, and 14th articles of the convention of 1800, 
which secured to each party, in time of war, the benefit 
of an unmolested commerce with the territories, or in the 
productions of the enemies of the other; but it was re- 
commended to me by the further consideration of making 
France responsible, at the same time, for the more ancient 
claims arising from condemnations, contrary to the tenor 
of the fourth article. 

As the classes of claims here referred to had not been 
insisted on in any of the discussions which had taken 
place between the two Governments for the last twenty- 
five years, and seemed, indeed, to have been mutually 
considered as either settled or abandoned, I thought it 
would have a very bad effect to bring them forward dis- 
tinctly and avowedly. Indeed, I supposed that the mo- 
tive for comprehending them in my instructions was not 
so much a distinct recognition of them, as to swell the ag- 
gregate amount of our claims in the event of a proposition 
for a compromise en bloc, and thereby to enable us the 
better to obtain a sum adequate to cover all the claims of a 
more unquestionable character. 

The other articles of the projet relate entirely to the 
organization of a mixed commission. On this subject, 
there was nothing in my instructions to guide me, but a 
general authorization ‘to adopt the mode of Jiquidation 
and adjustment, &c. proposed by Mr. Gallatin in his let- 
ter to the Duke de Richelieu, of the 9th of November, 
1816.” On recurring to that letter, I found that, although 
Mr. Gallatin’s mode of adjustment called for a joint com- 
mission, he had not developed any plan for its organiza- 
tion. Looking back, however, to the instructions of May 
1, 1816, under which he acted, I found he was authoriz- 
ed “to provide for the organization of a board of claims, 
onthe principle of that under the treaty of 1794 with 
Great Britain.” That treaty, therefore, became my guide 








fifth commissioner, who shall be permanently associated 
with the other commissioners, and act with them in all 
the cases submitted to the joint commission. The St. 
Petersburg convention, however, conforming to the 
model of the numerous joint commissions which grew out 
of the treaty of Paris of 1814, and the subsequent conven- 
tions for the payment of indemnities to the European 
Powers, provided for the preliminary appointment of two 
arbitrators by the contracting parties, respectively, of 
whom one was to be drawn by lot, whenever the commis- 
sioners were divided in opinion in any particular case, to 
act with the commissioners in that case only; a fresh choice 
to be made by lot as often as a case occurred in which the 
commissioners should be equally divided in opinion. Ac- 
cording to the first plan, whatever bias the arbitrator 
might have, would act upon the whole mass of cases; ac- 
cording to the other, that bias would act upon individual 
cases Only—a bias in one case being liable to be counter- 
acted by a contrary bias in some other. 

This projet is now submitted for your consideration. 
Having been compelled, in the absence of specific instruc- 
tions, to rely very much on my own judgment in the pre- 
paration of it, an early communication of the President’s 
views on the several points embraced by it, (which would, 
in all probability, reach me before my negotiations can be 
resumed with the minister,) would be very desirable to 
me. As considerable abatements will, probably, be in- 
sisted on from the demands of the projet, it would be also 
important for me to be informed, at the same time, how 
far claims which might seem either rigorous or doubtful, 
(such as interest, and the claims prior to 1800 and 1803, ) 
may be eventually abandoned, if it should become neces- 
sary as the sine gua non of an arrangement. 

On two other points I beg leave to ask for explanations. 
1. If the Government of France should refuse to enter 
into a positive stipulation to pay for any portion or classes 
of the property condemned, would the United States be 
willing to leave that question to be determined by a joint 
commission, the other claims being satisfactorily provided 
for? Mr. Gallatin’s proposition to the Duke de Richelieu 
seems to have been founded upon this basis; and I should 
have had no doubt that such was also the view of the present 
administration, but for the remark in the latter part of my 
instructions, that ‘*the President cannot consent to sub- 
mit the subject of our claims to arbitrament.” This re- 
mark, however, I presume, was intended to be applied 
only to the general principle and entire mass of our 
claims. 2. Would the United States be willing to refer 
the restricted question under the eighth article of the 
Louisiana treaty, to the same commission which may be 
constituted to liquidate and determine the other claims? 
My instructions authorize me to repeat the offer made by 
Mr. Brown on this subject. That offer, however, under 
the instructions of Mr. Clay, contemplated a tribunal of a 
different organization, though no sufficient reason is per- 
ceived why the question might not be properly submitted 
to the same commission which should have cognizance of 
the other claims. 

While on this subject, I beg leave to call your attention 
to the fact that, although the discriminating duties of im- 
post on French vessels in the United States have ceased 
under the operation of the convention of 1822, since the 
1st October, 1827, the discriminating duties of tonnage 
still continue. My impression, when I left the United 
States, (which, I think, was yours also,) was, that dis- 
criminating duties of every kind had ceased on both sides 
from that date; but such, I find, is not the fact. Hence a 
difficulty arises, in stating the question for reference, to 
on this subject. I departed from it, however, in one re-| designate a period down to which the United States shall 
spect, in which the more recent experience of the United| be bound to refund the discriminating duties in the event 
States, as well as that of other Governments, seemed to} of a decision against us. _I have the honor to be, &e. 
require the variation. ; W. C. RIVES, 

The treaty of 1794 provides for the choice, by lot, ofa} To the Hon. Martin Van Buren, Sec’y of State. 
Vor. IX.—Hh 
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Panis, February 17, 1830. 

The undersigned requests his excellency the Prince de 
Polignac, Minister, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
to have the goodness to indicate an hour when the under- 
signed can have the honor of holding another conversation 
with his excellency. 

His excellency the Prince de Polignac and the under- 
signed having already agreed as to certain classes of the 
reclamations of citizens of the United States, which his 
excellency has expressed the willingness of his Majesty’s 
Government to provide for, to wit, all vessels and cargoes 
not definitively condemned, vessels and cargoes destroyed 
at sea, and supplies, the undersigned, in the hope of a 
like accord on the remaining class of reclamations, to wit, 
for vessels and cargoes condemned, is desirous of suggest- 
ing an arrangement which he flatters himself will afford 
the means of conciliating the views expressed by his ex- 
cellency in a late conference, with the just rights of 
American citizens, as understood and presented by the 
Government of the United States. 

The undersigned having been furnished by his Govern- 
ment with a full power to conclude a convention on this 
subject, and presuming that the plan of adjustment con- 
templated cannot be carried into execution otherwise than 
by a convention, will have the honor to present this full 
power to his excellency the Prince de Polignac, and the 
negotiation can thenceforward proceed by protocol, or 
with such other formalities as may be usual and proper. 

The undersigned prays his excellency the Prince de 
Polignac to accept the cordial assurances of his most dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

W. C. 

To his excellency the Prince pz Poxienac, 

Minister, Secretary, &c. &e. 


RIVES. 


Panis, February 23, 1830. 

The undersigned requests the honor of an interview 

with his excellency the Prince de Polignac, Minister, Se- 

cretary of State for Foreign Affairs, at such time as may 

suit his excellency’s convenience. ; 

The undersigned prays his excellency the Prince de 

Polignac toaccept the assurances of his distinguished con- 
sideration. 

Ww. C. 

To his excellency the Prince pr Potienac, 

&e. &e. &e. &e. 


RIVES. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 
Panis, February 24, 1830. 

The Prince de Polignac presents his compliments to 
the minister of the United States, and regrets infinitely 
that he cannot have the honor to receive him during this 
week, as his multiplied occupations will not permit him to 
do so. He hopes to be more fortunate ina few days; 
and prays the minister of the United States to accept, with 
his regrets, the renewed assurances of his very distin- 
guished consideration. 


His Most Christian Majesty the King of France and 
Navarre, and the United States of America, desiring to 
extinguish all source of misunderstanding, and to consoli- 
date the friendly and cordial relations which it is the wish 
and interest of both Powers to cherish, have respectively 
named their plenipotentiaries, to wit, who, 
having exchanged their full powers, have agreed to, and 
concluded the following articles: 

Ant. I. His Most Christian Majesty will make compen- 
sation to the citizens of the United States for all losses and 
damage sustained by reason of illegal or irregular cap- 
tures, seizures, and sequestrations ‘of their vessels and 
cargoes under the authority of France, in all cases where 


APPENDIX—T° Gales & Scaton’s Register. 


Spoliations on American Commerce. 


the said vessels and cargoes have not been definitiye}, 
condemned by the Council of Prizes, as also for all loss¢s 
and damage sustained by the unlawful destruction of theip 
vessels and cargoes at sea, and for all supplies derived 
from citizens of the United States, or debts otherwise dye 
by virtue of contract. 

Arr. II. His Most Christian Majesty also engages to 
make compensation to the citizens of the United States 
for all losses and damage sustained by reason of condem. 
nations of their vessels and cargoes in the following Cases, 
to wit: Ist. Where the condemnations were in contr. 
vention of the convention of 30th September, 1800, be. 
tween France and the United States; 2dly. Where the 
condemnation was not pronounced by a regular prize tri- 
bunal; 3dly. Where the proceedings were not according 
to the forms prescribed by law for securing a fair trial on 
a hearing of both parties; 4thly. Where the sentences 
of condemnation gave a retrospective effect to the decrees 
under which they purported to be made; Sthly. Where 
condemnations which purported to be made by virtue 
of the Berlin and Milan decrees, were pronounced sub- 
sequent to the day from and after which the said decrees, 
in being definitively repealed, were, according to the 
declarations and acts of the French Government, to be 
thenceforward considered as not having existed; and 
6thly. Where, from any other circumstance or consider. 
ation, the mixed commission hereinafter provided for shall 
determine that his Majesty’s Government is justly bound 
to make compensation, whether the condemnation was by 
virtue of the beforementioned decrees, or any other de. 
cree or order, or upon some other pretence. 

Ant. Ill. For the purpose of liquidating the sums due 
to citizens of the United States according to the foregoing 
principles and provisions, and to determine in what cases, 
not specially designated, his Majesty’s Government is 
justly bound to compensate, four commissioners and two 
arbitrators shall be appointed, and authorized to meet and 
actin the manner following, to wit: two commissioners 
and one arbitrator shall be appointed by his Most Chris 
tian Majesty, and the remaining two commissioners and 
one arbitrator shall be appointed by the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate thereof. The said commissioners and arbitrators 
shall first meet at Paris, but they shall have power to ad- 
journ from place to place, as they may see fit. At their 
first meeting, and before they proceed to act, they shall 
respectively take the following oath or affirmation, in the 
presence of each other; which oath or affirmation, being 
so taken, and duly attested, shall be entered by their 
secretary (whom they shall have power to appoint) on 
the record of their proceedings, to wit: ‘1, A B, one of 
the cummissioners (or arbitrators, as the case may be) ap- 
pointed in pursuance of the convention concluded at 

on between 

do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will honestly, dili- 
gently, impartially, and carefully examine, and, to the 
best of my judgment, according to the principles and pr 

visions of the said convention, decide all matters submit- 
ted to me as commissioner (or arbitrator, as the case may 
be) under the said convention.” All vacancies occur- 
ring, by death or otherwise, shall be filled up in the man- 
ner of the original appointment, and the new commission- 
ers or arbitrators shall take the same oath or affirmation, 
and perform the same duties, as their predecessors. 

Art. LV. The said commissioners are hereby empow- 
ered and required to go into an examination of all the 
claims presented to them under this convention, and to 
determine the same according to the merits of the several 
cases, under the principles and provisions hereinbefore 
established. In the investigation of the said claims, the 
commissioners shall have power to examine all such per- 
sons as shall come before them, on oath or affirmation, 
touching the premises; and also to receive, in evidence, 
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according as they may think most consistent with equity 
and justice, all written depositions, or books, or papers, 
or copies or extracts thereof; every such deposition, or 
book, or paper, or copy or extract, being duly authenti- 
cated, according to the legal forms now respectively ex- 
isting in the two countries, or in such other manner as the 
said commissioners shall see cause to require or allow. 

Ant. V. In the event of the commissioners not being 
able, by a majority of voices, to decide any particular 
case under examination, or any collateral question arising 
therein, then, and in that case, they shall draw by lot the 
name of one of the two arbitrators, who, after having 
given due consideration to the matter contested, shall 
consult with the commissioners, and a final decision shall 
be given, in that case, conformably to the opinion of a 
majority of the commissioners, and of the arbitrator so 
drawn by lot; and the arbitrator, when so acting with the 
commissioners, shall be bound, in all respects, by the same 
rules of proceeding, and shall be vested with the same 
powers as the commissioners, and be deemed, for that 
case, & Commissioner. 

Art. VI. The decision of the commissioners, or of the 
commissioners and arbitrator, as provided for by the pre- 
ceding article, shall, in all cases, be final and conclusive, 
both as to the justice of the claim, and the amount of the 
sum to be paid to the claimant: and his Most Christian 
Majesty engages to cause the sum so awarded to be paid 
to such claimant, in specie, without deduction, at such 
place or places, and at such time or times, as shall be 
awarded by the commissioners; and on condition of such 
releases or assignments, to be given by the claimant, as 
the commissioners shall also direct. 

Arr. VIF. It is further agreed that the commissioners 
and arbitrators shall be respectively paid in such manner 
as shall be settled between the two Governments at the 
time of the exchange of the ratifications of this conven- 
tion; and all other expenses attending the execution of 
the commission shall be defrayed jointly by the two par- 
ties, the same being previously ascertained and allowed 
by the majority of the board. 

































































Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 19.] Panis, March 21, 1850. 
Sir: [ have the honor to enclose the copy of a note re- 
ceived from Prince de Polignac, together with a copy of 
my answer, and to accompany them with a statement of 
what has passed between us, verbally, on the subject of 










































No. 16. Four or five days after the receipt of his note 
of the 24th ultimo, (in which he excused himself from the 
interview I had requested, ) I attended an evening party 
at his house, when he invited me to call on him at the Fo- 
reign Office on the following Thursday, (the 4th of 
March, ) on which day, he said, the Chamber of Peers (of 
which he is a member) would probably not be in session. 
| called, accordingly, on that day, when he observed 
that he had been preparing a paper to be sent to 
me, but it was not yet ina state to be communicated. 
Having brought with me the projet of aconvention I had 
drawn up, (the same which was transmitted to you with 
my despatch No. 16,) and believing that there would be 
some advantage in furnishing the frame of an arrange- 
ment to which any propositions he might make would 
probably be shaped, I told him that I had myself drawn 
up a sketch of an arrangement, which I had no objection 
then to show him, though I did not mean to communicate 
itas an official paper, and that he must not consider it as 
such. He replied, he certainly should not, and that it was 
not communicated in the mode of presenting official pa- 
pers. 

l explained to him the considerations which led to the 
particular form of the second article, (stating the special 
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| circumstances which applied to the several classes of re- 

clamations therein mentioned,) and added, that it had 
been framed with the intention of meeting the views ex- 
pressed by him in a former conference. 

He then read over the projet, and, after having done so, 
said it was exceptionable; that it took no notice of the 
French claims; that the claims, on both sides, ought to 
be examined at the same time, and no money paid till the 
liquidation had been completed, and the claims on the 
one side deducted from those on the other. 

I told him [ had not said any thing ofthe French claims, 

Sf acca not understanding the nature of them, I had 
| thought it most proper to leave them to be presented by 
himself, and added, that the Government of the United 
States would not object to an arrangement fairly recipro- 
cal, providing for all claims of French subjects against the 
| United States, which should be founded on the same prin- 
ciples with those of American citizens against France. 

He said he would examine my projet more deliberate- 
ly if I would leave it with him, and in a few days furnish 
me his, presenting such additions or alterations in mine as 
jhe might think necessary. He expressed no other objec- 
tion to the projet than what is mentioned above, and, in 
the close of the interview, said he had no doubt but that 
we should be able to settle the whole subject satisfacto- 
rily. 

On the day after the prorogation of the Chambers, the 
enclosed note was received from him. His reference to 
the Louisiana question will, of course, arrest your atten- 
tion. I certainly never have given him the smallest rea- 
son to suppose that the pretension of the French Govern- 
ment, on that subject, ever could be acknowledged by the 
United States. On the contrary, in the only instance in 
which it has ever been alluded to in our conferences, I 
stated that the Government of the United States, after be- 
stowing the most patient attention on the arguments of 
France, found itself still unconvinced. Nevertheless, in 
my answer to his note, I thought it best to intimate my 
dissent as delicately as possible, reserving the further dis- 
closure of our views for a personal conference, in which 
the positions to be taken, under my instructions, might be 
better adapted to circumstances. The declaration which 
the answer contains, of the dispositions of the Government 
of the United States as to the reciprocal adjustment of the 
claims of French subjects, is such as has been usually 
}made by my predecessors, and seemed due, indeed, to 

the loyal character of our Government, as well as the ne- 
|cessary consequence of the principles on which we are 
demanding justice for our own citizens. 

{ have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
W.C. RIVES. 


RT 





Hon. M. Van Buren, 
Secretary of State, Washington. 





[TRANSLATION. ] 
Paris, March 19, 1830. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
ithe projet of a treaty which you were so good as to de- 
liver me, and which tends to terminate the discussions 
| existing between France and the United States. I am go- 
|ing to make it the object of the most serious examination. 
|Lam not yet prepared to express an opinion on the claus- 
'es which it contains; but, to judge of it by the disposition 
|vou have expressed to me verbally on the part of your 
| Government, to do justice to the reclamations of France, 
jand particularly to that which she presents in virtue of 
ithe eighth article of the treaty of cession of Louisiana, I 
‘cannot but hope for the prompt and happy solution of a 
| question so long contested. In expressing to you all my 
gratification at this state of things, I take pleasure, sir, in 
‘acknowledging that I have always found in your conver- 
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sations and in your correspondence the most conciliating 


tone and manner. This happy circumstance induced me 
to interpret, in the most favorable sense, certain passages 
of a message addressed to the American Congress, which, 
at first sight, might appear to have been dictated by an 
entirely opposite spirit, and which made the King’s Go- 
vernment apprehend, for an instant, that his dignity would 
not permit him to pursue the negotiation to which they 
alluded. 

Accept the assurances of the high consideration with 
which 1 have the honor to be, sir, &c. &c. &e. 

PRINCE DE POLIGNAC. 
Mr. Rives, &c. &e. &e. 


Panis, March 20, 1830. 


Mownstevr Le Paince: I have received, with great plea- 
sure, the note which your‘excellency did me the honor to 
address to me yesterday. 

T hail, with lively satisfaction, the prospect it announces 
of a speedy and happy solution of a question which, how- 
ever it may have deranged, for a time, the natural rela- 
tions of the two Governments, is destined, I trust, by its 
honorable termination, to make the bonds of their ancient 
friendship stronger than ever. I felicitate myself that 
your excellency should have found in my manner of con- 
ducting the communications which I have had the honor 
of holding with your excellency, a subject for the favora- 
ble expressions you are pleased to employ—a felicitation 
so much the more allowable for me, as 1 feel persuaded 
that no other manner would have faithfully represented 
the sentiments and dispositions of my Government. 

Your excellency is not mistaken in supposing that the 
Government of the United States will not object to the 
application of a just reciprocity in a simultaneous adjust- 
ment of like reclamations on behalf of the citizens or sub- 
jects of both countries. In regard to the reclamation 
which has been made under the eighth article of the treaty 
of cession of Louisiana, as that stands on a peculiar foot- 
ing, and has not yet been the subject of any particular 
eclaircissement, I should be glad to have the opportunity 
ofa verbal conference with your excellency, as best fitted 
for the detailed explanations it may require. For that 
purpose, I pray your excellency to indicate an hour when 
it will be convenient to afford me an interview. 

In the mean time, I beg your excellency to accept the 
renewed and cordial assurances of my most distinguished 
consideration. 

Ww. 

H. E. the Prince pe Pourenac, &c. 


C. RIVES. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 


[No. 20.] Paris, March 28, 1830. 


. 
Sin: I have the honor to enclose the copy of another 


note received from Prince Polignac, together with copies 
of two notes I have addressed tohim. You will perceive 
that he has reproduced the allusion, contained in his for- 
mer note on the subject of the Louisiana question, ina 
more direct and positive shape. It has, however, nothing 
to support it. Having preserved full minutes of all my 
conferences with him, taken immediately after they oc- 
curred, I am enabled to speak with confidence. As I 
mentioned to you in my communication of the 16th ultimo, 
the Louisiana claim had never been alluded to in our con- 
ferences but in a single instance; and then it was not in- 
sisted on by him, and certainly not encouraged by me. It 
has not been spoken of at all in any conference since the 
date of that communication. 

The principal object of my first note was a protestation 
against the correctness of his statement. You will per- 
ceive, however, that I closed it with an allusion to the 
proposition of arbitration made by the last administration, 
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which I thought it necessary to bring forward, in the pre. 
sent stage of the affair, as affording the best chance of 
preventing a sudden rupture of the negotiation. The 
second note was intended as a justificatory statement of 
the conduct of the Government of the United States with 
regard to this question, interweaving as much of the me. 
rits of the question itself as could be done under the form 
of narrative. In a few days, I shall ask for a conference, 
when the intentions and real dispositions of the minister 
may be better sounded. 

I have the honor to be, 

With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State, Washington. 


(TRANSLATION. ] 
Paris, March 23, 1830. 


Sir: I have received the letter which you did me the 
honor to write to me the 20th of this month, and in which, 
while you express to me the wish to see the differences 
which yet exist between our two Governments terminated 
by a speedy and happy reconciliation, you manifest to me 
the desire to confer with me, verbally, on that one of our 
reclamations which relates to the eighth article of the 
treaty of cession of Louisiana; but it seems to me that, in 
the actual state of the negotiation, that conference would 
necessarily be without result. In effect, the meaning of 
the article in question no longer remains to be determin. 
ed: we have agreed, with regard to it, that that article 
ought to be understood as France has always understood 
it; and this accerd, as I have already had the honor to tell 
you, was even the indispensable preliminary to the nego- 
tiation which has been opened upon the whole of the affairs 
of which we have to treat. The question, therefore, so 
far as Louisiana is concerned, now only is, to determine 
the manner and amount of the indemnity which France is 
entitled to claim for having been, during fifteen years, de- 
| prived of the advantages guarantied to her navigation by 
\a formal treaty. With this question I am now diligently 
|occupied, and as soon as I shall have collected sufficient 
data to establish my opinion positively, you may be assur- 
ed that I will hasten to communicate it to you. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, 
&e. &e. Ke. 

PRINCE DE POLIGNAC. 

Mr. Rives, &c. &c. &e. 


Paris, March 26, 1850. 

The undersigned had the honor to receive, yesterday, 
his excellency the Prince of Polignac’s note under the 
date of the 23d instant, and would not fail to confirm what 
seems to be his excellency’s impression of the state of 
the negotiations now pending between them, in their 
supposed bearing on the question which has been raised 
under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, if such 
had been his understanding of their import and effect. 

The Government of the United States, however, has, 
upon a thorough conviction of its incorrectness, constant- 
ly denied, and can never admit, unless its opinions should 
undergo a radical and unexpected change, the construc- 
tion of that article heretofore asserted by the Government 
of France, and it has certainly been very far from the in- 
tention of the undersigned to authorize a contrary infer- 
ence; nor is he able to recall any thing, in his communica- 
tions with his excellency, sufficient to support such an 
inference. The undersigned repeats that the Government 
of the United States is willing to settle all just claims of 
French subjects against it on principles of perfect reci- 
procity with those of its own citizens upon the Govern- 
ment of France; and, with respect to the disputed con- 
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struction of the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, it 
has given the strongest proof of its just and equitable dis- 
itions in the basis proposed by it, two years ago, for the 
amicable settlement of that question, and in regard to 
which it has not yet received the answer of his Majesty’s 
Government. 
The undersigned embraces this occasion to renew to 
his excellency the Prince de Polignac the assurances of 
his distinguished consideration. 


W. C. RIVES. 
His excellency the Parnce pt Porienac, kc. Ke. &e. 





Paris, March 27, 1830. 

Monsteur Le Prrnce: I had the honor, yesterday, to 
address aenote to your excellency, simply for the purpose 
of making a statement in answer to your excellency’s note 
under the date of the 23d instant, which the good faith 
and loyalty of our discussions required should be made 
without delay. 

1 beg leave now to state, more in detail, the part which 
has been acted by the Government of the United States in 


relation to the question which formed the subject of your | 
excellency’s note. The eighth article of the Louisiana! 
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their origin, and wholly distinct in the principles and con- 
siderations applying to them. Certainly I have not sup- 
posed that such a condition has been, or would be, re- 
quired by his Majesty’s Government. 

The energy of the language used by your excellency 
leads me to believe that there must be some misconception 
as to the actual treatment of French vessels in the ports 
of Louisiana. An idea seems to be entertained that the 
United States grant to the vessels of other nations, in the 
ports of Louisiana, favors which are denied to French 
vessels. I beg leave to state to your excellency, that, 
according to the commercial system of the United States, 
no nation enjoys any favors, properly so called, in their 
ports. Every privilege or advantage enjoyed by foreign 
vessels, in our ports, is the reciprocation of correspond- 
ing privileges or advantages granted to our vessels in their 
ports. The footing of the most favored nation, there- 
fore, in the United States, is that of reciprocity—the treat- 
ment of its vessels in the same manner in which it treats 
ours. 

France has always enjoyed, not only in the ports of 
Louisiana, but in all the ports of the United States, this 
footing of the most favored nation. No duty or burden, 
of any sort, is imposed on her vessels which she has not 


treaty had received its execution, according to the con-| first imposed on ours; and in proportion as she has con- 


struction which the Government of the United States has | sented to relieve our commerce from burdens in her ports, - 


invariably put upon it, more than two years before any|we have promptly extended the like exemptions to her 
objection was suggested, on the part of his Majesty’s Go-| commerce in ours. 

vernment, to that construction. When, for the first time,| Since the 1st of October, 1827, from which period, un- 
that objection was presented to the Government at Wash-|der the operation of the commercial convention of 1822, 
ington, in the latter part of the year 1817, it received the the discriminating duties on both sides have, in great part, 
most deliberate and respectful consideration, the result of ceased, French vessels are admitted into the ports of Lou- 
which was a clear conviction, on the part of the Govern-|isiana, and the other ports of the Union, on the same terms 
ment of the United States, that the article in question had | (with the exception of a trifling remnant of the ancient 
been executed according to its true intent and meaning. An/| discriminating duties) as the vessels of the United States 
answer to that effect was promptly returned to the repre-| themselves; and as soon as France will consent to abolish 
sentative of his Majesty’s Government, containing a detail- that remnant of discrimination, her vessels will be receiv- 
ed statement of the reasons on which that conviction was|ed, to the fullest extent, and in every respect, on the 


founded. After the lapse of six months, the objection | same terms as national vessels. 


was renewed on the part of his Majesty’s Government; | 


and, from that period to the latter part of the year 1821, 
the question has been the subject of repeated and the 
most minute and elaborate discussions between the repre- 
sentatives of the two Governments at Washington. 

In the progress of these discussions, which seem to have 
exhausted, by their variety and extent, every possible 
view of the pom the Government of the United States 





Several nations have already secured this benefit by 
stipulating to receive the vessels of the United States in 
their ports on the same terms with their own vessels. But 
this stipulation, on their part, has been the indispensable 
condition of the benefit. To extend the benefit to France, 
without her compliance with the condition, would be to 
place her, not on that footing of equal favor with other 
nations, (which is all that the treaty of Louisiana secures 


has never failed to give the most earnest and anxious at-|to her after her twelve years of special and exclusive pri- 


tention to all the arguments presented, on behalf of his 
Majesty’s Government, in support of its interpretation. 
But not finding those arguments, after the most careful 





vileges,) but on a footing of greater favor than all other 
nations. The promise of equal favor, where the advan- 
tage claimed is granted to others only on certain condi- 


and dispassionate consideration of them, sufficient to over-| tions, can infer no other obligation than to grant the same 
rule what seemed to it to be the obvious import of the | advantage on a compliance with the same conditions, 


terms of the compact, it was compeiled to adhere to its 
original conviction; and, in justification of that adherence, 
has given full, precise, and distinct answers on every point 


the plain language of the treaty, and the established ac- 
ceptation of that language, it has found sustained as to 
the actual intention of the negotiators, not only by the 
evidence furnished by its own archives in the communica- 
tions of its plenipotentiaries, but by every conclusion to 
be drawn from the recently published narrative of the 
French negotiator himself. 

An opinion thus formed, after a careful and respectful 
hearing of all the adverse arguments, tested by repeated 
discussions, fortified by the most respectable authority, 
reviewed and adopted by succeeding administrations, it 
could hardly be supposed would be now lightly abandon- 
ed by the Government ofthe United States, and, still less, 
that its abandonment, and that too without discussion, 
would be required as a preliminary to opening a negotia- 
hon for the redress of undisputed wrongs, long prior in 





‘Thus clear and simple has been the interpretation of 
this treaty by the Government of the United States, and 


jsuch has been the course of its procedure in relation to 
presented by the discussion. An opinion, bottomed on| 


it, guided constantly by an anxious desire to fulfil all its 


|obligations with that scrupulous good faith which it be- 


lieves to be the essential bond of friendly intercourse 
among nations. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of distinguished 
consideration, your excellency’s most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 

ll. E. Prince pe Porrenac, &c. &e. &e. 





Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 23.] Pants, April 6, 1850. 
Sir: On the 30th ultimo I addressed a note to the Mi- 
nister of Foreign Affairs, simply requesting an interview; 
in answer to which, he gave me an appointment for the 
5th instant. Yesterday, accordingly, | waited on him at 
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the Office of Foreign Affairs. He received me in his ac- 
customed manner, and, to my great surprise, made no al- 
lusion to the misapprehension which had given rise to our 
recent correspondence. When, in the course of conver- 
sation, it was incidentally alluded to by myself, he did not 
at all dwell upon it, and seemed to be entirely satisfied in 
regard to my conduct on the occasion. He turned, very 
promptly, to the general subject of the claims; said that, 
finding the details connected with them too extensive to 
be thoroughly examined by himself, he had appointed a 
committee of three to examine them, and to report to him; 
and, when that report should be made, he would be pre- 
pared to submit to me, definitively, his proposition. 

In the course of the interview, the construction of the 
eighth article of the Louisiana treaty became the subject 
of some conversation between us. He maintained, with 
a good deal of earnestness and apparent conviction, the 
justness of the interpretation contended for by the Go- 
vernment of France. He said, however plausible our 
construction might be, if it concerned the stipulations of 
an ordinary commercial treaty, the question was altoge- 
ther different in relation to a political treaty, (as he de- 
nominated the treaty of Louisiana, ) and when considered 
in connexion with the purchase of territory which was the 
subject cf that treaty. He also insisted that, according to 
our construction, the article in question would be nuga- 
tory and insignificant, as other nations might obtain com- 
mercial advantages in our ports by stipulations of such a 
character, on their part, that it would be physically im- 
possible for France to render the same equivalent. 

To these observations I replied, by stating that the 
terms of the article had an inherent and established mean- 
ing, which did not admit of variation. What that mean- 
ing was, I deduced from the practical consequences of a 
contrary interpretation, as well as from the sense in which 
the same words were obviously employed in other treaties; 


that, ifthese words were susceptible of different construc- 
tions, according to the nature of the instrument in which 
they were used, as the dispositions of the Louisiana treaty 
were partly commercial and partly political, and as the 
words in question were used in one of its dispositions 
which was commercial, they ought to be understood in 


their commercial sense. In regard to the impossibility 
he had suggested of an execution of the treaty according 
to our construction, in certain remote contingencies, I re- 
marked that extreme cases might be imagined under the 
plainest questions, which would present difficulties: that 
no difficulties, however, existed in the actual case. The 
equivalent given by other nations for their commercial 
privileges in our ports, it was clearly in the power of 
France to render. It was not likely, from the nature of 
the subject, that equivalents of any other character ever 
would be required on the one hand, or stipulated on the 
other. Butif acase ever should occur, in which, from the 
inability of France to render the identical equivalent given 
by other nations, a specific and literal execution of the 
treaty should become impracticable, recurrence should 
be had, as in all such cases, to the good faith of the par- 
ties to execute it, according to its general scope and spirit, 
by agreeing upon some other equivalent as a substitute; 
and that while it might be illiberal on the part of the 
United States, in such a case, to insist inflexibly on the 
precise equivalent given by other nations, and which it 
was not in the power of France to render, it would be a 
pretension certainly not less unwarrantable on the part of 
France to demand, without the rendition of any equiva- 
lent whatever, privileges which were granted to other 
nations only for valuable consideration. 

This discussion did not seem to produce any change in 
the force of the Prince’s convictions. But while he ad- 
hered, with earnestness, to the interpretation contended 
for by the Government of France, he did not at all insist 
upon it (as his note of the 23d ultimo had led me to ap- 
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prehend he might do) as the condition of a further pro. 
secution of our negotiations. On the contrary, he spoke 
of our claims, as I have already mentioned, as being in a 
course of examination preparatory to the presentation of 
a proposition on his part; and, in the close of the inter. 
view, repeated, what he had said on several other occa. 
sions, that he had no doubt but that we should be able tp 
settle the whole subject satisfactorily. 

In the course of the conversation, he spoke of the pro. 
position to submit the question to arbitration. He said 
the Government of France never would consent to refer 
the question to the decision of a foreign Power. That, 
in all her arrangements of this sort, the agency of a mixed 
commission had been preferred; and intimated, as [ un. 
derstood him, a desire that this question, together with 
all others which could not be definitively settled between 
the parties themselves, should be referred to such a tri- 
bunal. 

It is impossible for me to foresee, amid the intricacies 
and surprises of diplomacy, what shape the propositions 
of the minister may take. Much confidence is undoubtedly 
felt, not only by the Government, but, to my surprise, by 
many of the enlightened people of France, in the justice 
of the Louisiana pretension; and you will perceive, from 
Prince Polignac’s note of the 25d ultimo, that this pre- 
tension reaches far beyond a simple restitution of the 
discriminating duties which have been levied on their ves- 
sels in the ports of Louisiana. It demands ‘ indemnities 
for the advantages of which their navigation has been de- 
prived.” It is hardly to be expected, therefore, that this 
pretension will be gratuitously abandoned. 

I have thought, howeyer, that its abandonment might 
be procured, on good terms for the United States, by the 
substitution of some other commercial easement, as, for 
instance, a reduction of the duties on French wines, 
which, while it would be of far more real advantage to 
France, would not be in the slightest degree onerous to 
the United States. Indeed, I perceive that a proposition 
has been already made in the Senate for the uncondi- 
tional repeal of all daties on wines, silks, and some other 
productions of France. I doubt whether this proposition 
is as conformable to the canons of diplomacy as to the 
maxims of folitical economy. Until our present differ- 
ences with France are terminated, and the commercial 
relations of the two countries, also, be put upon a satis- 
factory footing, I think the true policy of the United States 
is not to give away what fairly entitles us to an equivalent, 
and what may be the only means in the hands of the Go- 
vernment of pexceably obtaining justice to our citizens, 
and reciprocity ‘o our commerce. ‘The mere proposition 
of such liberal measures tends greatly to weaken this im- 
portant resource of negotiation. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 

P. S. I should be very glad to be furnished, as soon as 
practicable, with a copy of the correspondence between 
Mr. Adams and Monsieur de Neuville, which preceded, 
and was on the subject of, the commercial convention of 
1822. 

Hon. Martin Van Buren, Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 

[No. 27.] Panis, May 18, 1850. 

Sir: In my last despatch, I mentioned that I had, by a 
note of the preceding day, solicited another interview with 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs. On the 10th instant, I 
received from Baron Deffandis, the director of that divi- 
sion of the Foreign Department in which the United 
States are comprehended, a note written by the direction 
of the minister, of which a copy is enclosed. On the fol- 
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lowing day, I accordingly called atthe Office of Foreign 


Affairs for the purpose of conversing with Baron Def- 
fandis. 

I stated to him that I had requested an interview with 
the minister, in the hope that he would be enabled to 
communicate to me something definitive on the subject 
of our claims, in regard to which the motives and neces- 
sity for coming to some determination were daily becom- 
ing more and more urgent. He said that the multiplied 
occupations of the minister recently, particularly those 
which had been imposed upon him by the pending expe- 
dition against Algiers, had heretofore prevented him from 
giving me an answer; but that, in the course of that week, 
he would send me an answer to my last communication. 

Understanding him to refer to the note I had written in 
relation to the French claim under the eighth article of 
the Louisiana treaty, and apprehending that a renewed 
discussion on that question might throw obstacles in the 
way of the negotiation already commenced, I made seve- 
ral remarks tending to show the unreasonableness and in- 
justice of uniting that question, especially in the way 
which had been intimated, with the subject of our claims. 
He replied that he thought there was a very fair and pro- 
per connexion between them; that, although the two 
subjects differed in their particular attributes, they were 
both of the same general character. His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, he said, was not in strictness (a la requeur) 
responsible for the acts of the Imperial Government; that 
the recognition of a limited responsibility in the conven- 
tions of 1814 and 1815, with the European Powers, was 
extorted by the presence of an armed force; that the 
United States, in presenting the more extensive claims 
of their citizens, must be considered as appealing only to 
the friendly and equitable dispositions of his Majesty’s 
Government; that his Majesty’s Government, therefore, 
was justified in saying to the United States, we cannot 
give you this proof of our friendly sentiments, unless you 
will, at the same time, give us a proof of a corresponding 
liberality on your part, by the equitable settlement of a 
question in which, though you do not admit the validity of 
our demand, it seems to us to be as well founded as yours. 

I need not detain you by saying in what manner I an- 
swered a course of reasoning, founded on the obvious er- 
ror of transforming claims which are ex debito justitia in 
the strictest sense, into an application ex gratia, addressed 
to the mere favor of his Majesty’s Government. Iremark- 
ed to Monsieur Deffandis that I should regret very much 
if such a position should be taken, and that it could not 
be viewed otherwise than very unfavorably by my Go- 
vernment. 

I have waited till now in the hope that I might be en- 
abled to send you the answer of the minister, whatever it 
might be; but, although more than a week has elapsed 
since my conversation with Baron Deffandis, no commu- 
nication has been yet received from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

L yesterday met with the minister at a reception of the 
diplomatic corps by the King and Queen of Naples, and 
snatched a moment of hurried conversation with him, in 
which I endeavored to impress on him the expediency of 
turning his attention, at once, to maturing the details of 
some practical arrangement, instead of renewing a profit- 
less, and, possibly, a mischievous discussion. He seemed 
to think it necessary to maintain their ground on the Lou- 
isiana question in the correspondence, whatever might be 
the disposition ultimately made of it; but promised tu con- 
sider my suggestion. 

Itisto be regretted that the minister, for some time 
past, has been so much occupied with a variety of other 
affairs, being charged, ad interim, with the portfolio of 
the War Department, in addition to his own proper du- 
tes, sufficiently complicated and burdensome, as Secre- 
tary of State for Forcign Affairs and President of the 
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Council, that he seems recently to have bestowed but lit- 
tle of his personal attention on the subject of our claims. 
I hope that, when his committee shall have made their re- 
port, he may be induced to give his attention to the sub- 
ject, with a view to some practical result. 

Though I have not had, and could not properly have, 
any direct communications with this committee, I have 
sought to obtain all the information I could as to their pro- 
ceedings, and to supply, on my part, through unofficial 
channels, that which I supposed to be necessary to con- 
cuct them to a right conclusion. Their investigation be- 
ing essentially an ex parte one, I felt that we were placed 
under a disadvantage by it, which it was desirable to coun- 
teract as far as practicable. The means of doing this was 
happily afforded me by the intermediary of Mr. Méchin, 
a French advocate of great intelligence and probity, who, 
by his marriage with an American lady, having a personal 
interest in the claims, and representing, professionally, 
the interests of some other claimants, and being already 
in relations with the same commission concerning other 
foreign claims referred to them, could properly commu- 
nicate with them in those characters, without appearing 
to come from me. His communications have been with 
the Marquis Dubouzet, heretofore the secretary of the 
commission in their investigation of other foreign claims, 
but now associated with them as a co-commissioner on the 
subject of the American claims, and charged by his col- 
leagues with the preparation of their report to the min- 
ister. Ienclose the copy of a note received from Mr. 
Méchin, some days ago, giving a brief statement of a con- 
versation with the Marquis Dubouzet, the indications of 
which are quite favorable. The report will probably not 
be made as soon as Mr. Méchin anticipated, though I hope 
it will not be postponed much longer, as I see no pros- 
pect of an effectual advance in the negotiation till it is laid 
before the minister. 

You will perceive, from the gazettes accompanying this 
despatch, that the Chamber of Deputies has been at length 
dissolved, and both Chambers convoked for the 3d of Au- 
gust. The contest in the new elections, which are to take 
place in the latter part of next month and the first of July, 
will be, no doubt, a very animated one, as it must be most 
important in its results. The recent reports of the Pre- 
fects of the Departments are said to be more favorable 
to the success of ministers, though the opposition seem 
not yet to have lost any portion of their confidence. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 





Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State, Washington. 





[TRANSLATION. | 


DEPARTMENT OF ForeEIGN AFFAIRS, 
Office of the Second Director, Paris, May 10, 1830. 

Baron Deffandis has the honor to inform the minister of 
the United States that he has been charged to receive 
him on behalf of H. E. the Prince de Polignac, who is com- 
pelled, by his multiplied occupations, to deprive himself 
of that advantage; provided, nevertheless, that the object 
of the interview be not some new affair, or some confi- 
dential communication. 

Baron Deffandis, who will be at Mr. Rives’s disposal 
every day until two o’clock, avails himself, also, with ea- 
gerness, of this occasion to offer him the assurances of his 
high consideration. 

Mr. Rives, &c. &e. &e. &c. 





(TRANSLATION. ] 
Panis, May 12, 1830. 
Srr: I communicated to Mr. Dubouzet, in writing, the 
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observations suggested by the conversation I had the ho- 
nor of holding with you. I have since seen him, and we 
conversed at considerable length on the affair in question. 
My remarks appeared to him to be just, and he makes no 
doubt of the equity of the claims; only he seems to me 
to attach too much importance to the negotiations con- 
ducted with the Imperial Government by Mr. Barlow, 
Mr. Crawford, &c. He thinks that the King’s Govern- 
ment, substituted to the Imperial, is bound to do what the 
other would have been bound to do, and no more; and, 
from the negotiations with the latter, he would infer the 
importance of the debt. 

Although this opinion does not seem to me to be alto- 
gether correct, it is, nevertheless, important to enlighten 
the commission on the negotiations of that period. They 
have not yet entered upon the examination of that por- 
tion of the documents, and their opinion is, therefore, 
not yet formed. But, it appears, they will arrive at a 
definitive decision in about ten days. 

Do you not think, sir, that I might, after having ob- 
tained from you the necessary information, see Mr. Du- 
bouzet again, and discuss this point, which, in his opinion, 
isof primary importance? If such be your opinion, 1 
will have the honor of seeing you on Friday or Saturday, 
to make myself acquainted with the facts. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
LUCIEN MECHIN. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 28.] Panis, May 20, 1830. 


Sir: You will perceive, from my recent despatches, 
that the claim asserted by France under the eighth article 
of the Louisiana treaty has, for some time past, been im- 


pending, with a very dubious aspect, over the course of 


the negotiations here. I have had no discussion with the 
minister upon the merits of it since that which is detailed 
in despatch No. 23; but it has been, several times, allud- 
ed to by him in such a way (though in very few words, 
and those very vague) as to make me apprehend that it 
might yet be made use of to interrupt the negotiations 
which had been commenced. The conversation I had 
with Baron Deffandis, on the 11th instant, furnished new 
ground for that apprehension, by announcing the inten- 
tion of the minister to address me another note on the 
subject. Fearing that, in the temper which had been 
manifested on this point, positions might be taken which 
would greatly lessen, if not destroy, the chances of an 
accommodation, and being thoroughly convinced that an 
accommodation of some sort or other, in relation to it, 
would be inflexibly insisted on, I determined, after the 
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be maintained, whatever might be the basis on which 
should be ultimately arranged. 

He asked meto callat the Foreign Office, and leave with 
Baron Deffandis a memorandum of what I had suggested, 
that he might more maturely reflect on it. In conse. 
quence of this request, I drew up an informal paper, of 
which a copy is enclosed, and, being disappointed in not 
finding Mr. Deffandis at the Foreign Office, I have, this 
day, communicated it in a private note to the minister, of 
which a copy is also enclosed. You will perceive that, 
in the form of these communications, I have taken every 
precaution required by the —— of diplomacy, to pre. 
vent them from being considered as authorized and bind. 
ing official acts. 

I have not, however, ventured upon this step withouta 
full sense of my personal responsibility in taking it with. 
out the sanction of instructions. The expediency of the 
measure, however, appears to me so obvious, and its ne- 
cessity was so urgent, that I flatter myself { have incur. 
red but little hazard of the President’s disapprobation in 
adopting it. The negotiation had been at a stand for 
more than two months. All my efforts to put it again in 
motion had, as yet, been without effect. An intention had 
been announced of renewing the discussion on the Loui- 
siana question; which, in the actual state of the feeling on 
that subject, could not but throw new obstacles in the 
way. 1 was thoroughly convinced that, although they 
might possibly keep up the forms of a negotiation without 
insisting on a previous recognition, on our part, of the 
Louisiana claim, they never would consent to pay our re- 
clamations, unless some accommodation should be made, 
at the same time, with regard to their claim under the 
treaty of Louisiana. Time pressed; the Chambers had been 
dissolved; new elections were to take place the last of 
June and the first of July, and the Chambers were con- 
voked for the first of August. 

The continuance of the present minister in office, in 
the event of an unfavorable issue of this appeal to the 
nation, might be very short. Delay, therefore, was al- 
most as bad as a rejection of our claims. It may well be 
supposed that, after the heavy responsibility assumed by 
ministers in the enormous expenses of the Algerine ex- 
pedition, without a previous grant of supplies by the 
Chambers, they would feel great reluctance to add to this 
responsibility, by imposing a new debt (arising fram the 
acknowledgment of our claims) on the nation. In the 
plan suggested by me, while it was safe, and even advan- 
tageous for us, | hoped the prime minister would see so 
much advantage for France, and for himself, politically, 
in the present crisis, that he would be quickened intoa 
more willing and prompt attention to the subject, and 
might be induced, without further delay, to bring the ne- 


it 


most deliberate and anxious reflection, to try the effect of] gotiation to a practical and favorable conclusion. 


the suggestion contained in my despatch No. 23. 

This I did, in very guarded terms, in the brief inter- 
view I had with the minister on the occasion mentioned in 
my despatch of the 18th instant. In expostulating with 
him on the inexpediency of a renewed discussion on a 
question concerning which the two Governments could 
not agree, and the injustice of blending it with another 
subject wholly foreign in its character and principles, I 
remarked to him, incidentally, that though the Govern- 
ment of the United States (believing the claim of France, 
under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, wholly 
destitute of foundation) could not feel any obligation to 
offer an equivalent for its abandonment, yet, in a spirit 
of friendly liberality, it might be induced, by a prompt 
and satisfactory settlement of existing differences, to 
grant, in lieu of it, some other commercial advantage, 
as, for example, a reduction of the duty on French 
wines. The suggestion seemed, at once, to gain 
his favorable attention, though he intimated that the 
ground already taken on the merits of the question must 


The proposition suggested by me, instead of being any 
sacrifice on our part, would be the acquisition of an abso- 
lute advantage to the United States. You will perceive 
that it has in view the duty imposed on the cheap French 
wines only, those ‘‘imported in casks,” as described in 
the act of Congress. As low as the duty of ten cents the gal- 
lon on those wines seems to be, it is yet disproportionably 
high, compared with the duties on other wines—Madeira, 
for example. Supposing the average price of Madeira 
wines, in the United States, to be four dollars a gallon, a 
specific duty of fifty cents the gallon (which is the pre- 
sent rate of duty on those wines) is equivalent to an ad 
valorem of twelve and a half per cent. only. ‘The ave- 
rage price, in France, of such wines as are exported in 
casks, is about fifteen cents the gallon. The cost in the 
United States would, probably, be double, or it might 
be as much as forty cents the gallon. Supposing the lat- 
ter to be the price there, a specific duty of ten cents the 
gallon is equivalent to an ad valorem of twenty-five per 
cent. A reduction of the duty on this description of 
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wines, therefore, seems to be but fair and reasonable to- 
wards France; while, by introducing more freely among 
us a pleasant and unintoxicating drink within the reach 
of the pecuniary means of almost every class of society, 
it would have a most beneficial effect on the public mo- 
rals; and the increased consumption, arising from the 
more general use of them, under a system of low duties, 
would, I doubt not, produce a material increase of re- 
venue. 

This would be the state of the matter, if the proposed 
reduction of the duty on French wines in the United 
States stood alone. But you will perceive that I have 
connected with it a simultaneous reduction of the duties 
on American cottons in France. In looking over, while 
at Washington, the files of Mr. Gallatin’s correspondence, 
I observed in a report of one of the consuls to him, (Mr. 
Strobel, I think,) a statement that the cottons of America 
were subjected to a higher rate of duty than those of 
some other countries. On my arrival here, my attention 
was early directed to this subject; and the result of the 
information I obtained was, that while the cottons of Tur- 
key, without distinction of kind, pay a duty of fifteen 
francs the one hundred kilos. only, and the long staples 
of India pay a duty of twenty-five francs, and the short 
staples of the same country a duty of ten francs the one 
hundred kilos. only, the long staples of the United States 
and of America generally pay as much as forty francs, 
and their short staples as much as twenty francs the one 
hundred kilos. The reduction and equalization of these 
duties on our cottons would be an important advantage 
gained to the commerce of the United States, and a full 
equivalent for any sacrifice which might be supposed to 
be made in the suggested reduction of the duty on French 
wines, in any possible view, however unfavorable, of that 
measure. 

I was confirmed the more in my impression of the ad-| 
vantages of this arrangement for the United States, from | 
having seen that a proposition, emanating from very | 
high authority on commercial subjects, was before the | 
Senate for the gratuitous and unconditional repeal of all} 
duties on foreign wines. My view extended only to a} 
reasonable reduction in consideration of fair equivalents, 
and the stipulation, of course, to be limited, in point of! 
time, tv a term of some ten or twelve years. I persuade | 
myself that it cannot fail to obtain the approbation of the | 
President, whose previous sanction the critical and ur- | 
gent circumstances of the moment rendered it impossible | 
to await, without losing an opportunity which might not, | 
perhaps, very soon occur again. 

What effect the suggestions made will have upon the | 
minister, remains to be seen, though I cannot but hope, 
from the manner in which they were received in our per- 
sonal interview, that it will be decidedly favorable. I 
have constantly sought to awaken his attention to the im- 
portance and value of the commercial relations of France | 
with the United States, and, at the same time, to intimate | 
to him, very intelligibly, that the advantages of these re- | 
lations were essentially dependent on an early and satis- | 
factory adjustment of our claims. This view I have been | 
enabled to enforce, with particular effect, by putting into | 
his hands a memorial of the merchants of Philadelphia, 


a ee 


presented to Congress in January last, demanding anjnine dollars the barique, is now 


equalization of the duties on French and India silks, and 
supporting the application by very persuasive arguments. 
He is fully aware of the value of this interest of the com- 
merce of France, and manifests a quick sensibility to 
whatever threatens it with a loss of its present advan- 
tages. 


from an important document accompanying the recent 
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United States to a much higher amount than the annual 
treasury statements of the United States. The solicitude 
of the minister, therefore, being already aroused on this 
subject, Iam the more induced to anticipate a favorable 
effect, from the suggestions contained in the paper just 
communicated to him. 

The changes in the ministry, announced this morning, 
add not a little to the force of the motives for taking, at 
once, some step which may afford a chance of bringing 
the pending negotiation toa close. Comte de Peyronnet 
and Monsieur Chantelauze, who take the places of Comte 
Chabrol and Monsieur Courvosier in the ministry, are of 
a much higher tone of royalist politics than their prede- 
cessors, and their names will, undoubtedly, render the 
ministry still more the object of national aversion. Comte 
de Peyronnet was one of the most obnoxious of the Villele 
ministry, which fell before the elections of 1827. Being, 
however, a man of talent, and of great boldness, it may 
be expected that his presence in that department which 
more immediately superintends the elections, may extort 
from the prudent fears of the voters what could not be 
obtained from their confidence or their affection. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State, Washington. 





{PRIVATE.] 
Panis, May 20, 1830. 


Monsieur LE Prince: In pursuance of the understand- 
ing with your excellency, I called yesterday at the Fo- 
reign Office to leave the enclosed paper with Monsieur 
le Baron Deffandis for you, but had not the good fortune 
tosee him. I have called again to-day at an earlier hour, 
to be more sure of finding him in his bureau, and in the 
hope, also, that I might possibly be favored with a short 
interview with yourself, as I had been informed that you 
had set apart this day in each week for the reception of 


|such of the diplomatic corps as have business with you. 


Being disappointed in both objects, I have now the honor 
to transmit the paper in question to you, hoping that the 
proof you will see in the nature of its suggestions of a 
sincere desire to prevent any interruption of the friendly 
relations between our Governments, will lead to a prompt 
and satisfactory settlement of the differences which have 
been so long pending. 

I have the honor to be, with distinguished respect, your 
excellency’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 
H. E. rae Prince vE Poxienac, &ec. &e. &c. &e. 





[PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL. } 


In lieu of the privilege claimed by France under the 
eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, let her obtain from 
the United States a stipulation to receive her wines at a 
still lower rate of duty. The duty in the United States on 
the greater part of French wines, which is stated in the 
Petition des Propriétaires des Vigpes, &c., of 1828, at 
ents the gallon, or 
six dollars the barique. But the d States, in a spirit 
of liberal accommodation to the feelings and interests of 
the French Government, might be induced, by a prompt 
and satistactory adjustment of the questions now pending, 


|to favor the commerce of French wines by a still further 
I have, also, derived aid from their own official | reduction of duties: to make them, for example, instead 
documents in impressing these considerations, particularly | 





of six dollars the barique, dollars the barique. 
Would not a substantial privilege of this sort, obtained 






























































































































































































































































































































































report of the Minister of Finance to the King, in which a} in all the ports of the United States, for the most import- 
full view is exhibited of their whole foreign commerce, and | ant, and at the same time the most suffering branch of the 
which carries the valuation of their commerce with the | national industry of France, be worth infinitely more than 
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the advantage falnent: entirely nominal, it is believed) 
sought forthe French navigation in the ports of Louisiana 
alone, by a construction which the United States have 
uniformly opposed, and must ever oppose, as destitute of 
foundation? 

The representations of the vine proprietors to the 
Chambers ‘show that their great want, at this moment, is 
that of exterior débouchés for their products, among 
which they particularly refer to the market of the United| 
States as an important one. It is believed that the con- 
sumption of French wines in the United States is already | 
as great, or nearly so, as that of any country in Europe, | 
(except France herself, ) since the great diminution of the| 
consumption of the North of Europe, which is said to have} 
been occasioned by the French duties on foreign irons} 
and linens. It is to be remarked, however, that the taste| 
for French wines is just beginning to be formed in the| 
United States. When that taste shall be definitively de-| 
cided in favor of them, as it undoubtedly would be by a| 
freer and more favorable introduction of them under a| 
system of low duties, the value of that market to the} 

vignobles of France can be measured only by the extent 
of its territory, and the rapid increase of its population. 
If, on the other hand, that taste should be now checke d| 
by an unfavorable state of the commercial or political re- 
lations of the two countries, the habits of using other| 
drinks, or the establishment of the vine culture there, | 
would forever deprive France of that market. Itis to be 
also observed, that the opportunity now afforded to 
France of securing a permanent and valuable débouché 
for her wines in the United States, is not subject to any 
of the objections which, it is presumed, would attend the 
acquisition of débouchés in other quarters. It is hardly | ¢ 
to be supposed that the Governments of the No rth of Eu- 
rope would consent to a reduction of 
French wines, unless rs should, al 
consent to reduce her duties on their iro 
measure which would very i: 
ture of those articles in Fra 
suggested arrangement with the United States naturally 
draws to it a measure which would essentially promote the 
manufacturing interests of France, in admitting the raw 
material of its cotton fabrics from the 
the same terms as from other portic 
is no favor to the United States. It is a measure which 
has been already recognised as being required by the in- 
terests of France herself, and the proje ‘t of a law to that| 
effect has been for some time past, it is understood, in| 
readiness to be laid before the Chambers. 
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United States on 
ms of the world. This} 


If these suggestions should meet 
it seems impossible, indeed, to withhold from them, they} 
might be arranged in a short cream rcial treaty 
ecuted simultaneously with the | to-| 
fore submitted, anc ithe one to a - a ndent on the ot her. 

They are submitted for consid n, not from the idea} 
that Franc rightfully expect any oauies ilent for the} 
Sener nent of a pretension be lieved to be shall unten-| 
r for the satisfaction of claims of unquestionable 
fain: but in a spirit of the most friendly liberality; and| 
with a sincere desire to render an act of rf 
part of France, (which all parties here 
sooner or later be performed, ) at the time an act of| 
interest, a source of permanent advantage to the nati: ns | 
and of populs arity and credit to the ac Iministration which| 
concluc k s it. 

if these suggestions should not lead to a satisfactory ar -| 
rangeme nt now, it will not accord with the views or poli-| 

of the United States to grant the 
any future period. 


the acceptance which| 


y; to “ ex 
lan of indemnities he 


can 


able, « 


| 
| 
justice on the 
seem agreed must} 


same 


| 


cy 


same advantage at| 


Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 


Panis, May 29, 1830. 


0 


le 


the 
yo 
he representative, persists in rejecting the inte rp retatl 
we have never ceased to give to the eighth artic 
| treaty of cession of Louisiana. 
it with regret, the negotiation which had been opened b 
ve now the honor to enclose you the copy of a| tween us is indefinitely adjourned. 
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communication received from Prince ian: and a copy 
of my answer also. You will, no doubt, be struck with 
the coincidence between the course of reasoning adopted 
in the written communication, and that developed, for the 
first time, in the conversation of Baron Deffandis, which 
is detailed in my despatch No. 27. This may serve to ex 
plain not only the origin of this communication, but th 
source of the discrepancies which have appeared between 
the conversations of the minister, and the notes written in 
his name. I must here remark, in regard to the os ged 
misapprehension about the Louisiana claim, that the 1 
ister has never, in any conv ersation with me, asserte i that 
he had understood me as expressing any acquiescence, or 
possibility of any acquiescence, on the part of the G 
vernment of the United States in the French constructi 
of the Louisiana treaty. 

You will perceive, however, that, in the attempt to 
trieve this departure, positions have been taken v« ery far 
beyond any assumed by former ministers. This varianc 
I have thought it important to point out in my answer, as 
well as to expose the true character of the new posit 
|which have been assumed. Indeed, the tone, as well 
| reasoning of this communication, seemed to me to req) 

a free and unreserved development of the extravagan: 

| of the pretensions asserted on the part of France, as y 
as a firm vindication of the justice of ourdemands. W! 

I thought this course called for, both by the dignity of 
American Government, and the importance of the rights 
involved, I believed it, at the same time, most expedient 
in reference to the effect to be produced. 

In going up, however, fully to the limits of allo 
| freedom in diplomatic discussion, I have been carefu 
transcend them, or to embarrass the Government in a 
course of measures whi ch may ultimately becom 
by the indiscretion of a hasty zeal on my pal 
as well as important one, and | 
only say that the manner of its execution bas etn the 
ult of my best reflection, both as to what is right ar 
is expedient. 

If the Government of France should adhere to th 
tion now taken, (whi ich I can hardly believe to be se 
ly intended, ) one object, at least, will have been atta 
in having brought them to a distinct and intelligibl 
pression of their determination with regard to our clait 
I shall seek an early interview with the minister, in w 
I shall speak to him, with great frankness, of the unt 
vorable light in which the new position he has taken mu 
be viewed by the Government of the United States, 


0 


sary, 
task was a delicate 


Ss 


| shall endeavor to awaken him to all the other consi 


tions connected with the friendship and harmony of t 
two countries, which may seem best calculated to hay 


j effect. 


1 have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, 


Secretary of State. 


[{TRANSLATION.] 
PaRIs, May 20, 1 


Sir: The letters which you did me the honor to \ 


| me the 26th and 27th of March, have given me the great 


st pain, by causing the hope I had conceived of a speed) 
se ttle ‘ment of the difference $ existing between France and 
United States to vanish. 1 find that I misunderstood 
r words, and that the Government, of which you 
le of 1 
From that moment, I say 


I should confine my 








a copy 
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self to this painful declaration, if some passages of your | months of the year 1817, the French Government was ie 
letter, in expressing, on the whole of this subject, views| solutely ignorant of the grievance of which it has not 
which appear to me altogether inaccurate, did not impose | ceased since then to demand the redress. At that period 
upon me the obligation to restore the question to its true| it was that the reclamation of a c: aptain of a merchant ves- 
light. sel aroused our attention for the first time to this subject, 
You seem to think, sir, that the claims of the United| without making us acquainted, however, with the motive 
States are so well founded in justice and in right, that it! or pretext of this denial of justice. Mr. Hyde de Neu- 
is impossible for us even to contest the obligation to satisfy | ville, then minister at W ashington, was immediately 
them. Such, however, is very far indeed from being the charged to make inquiries, and to claim the full and entire 
case, and those claims would be inadmissible if we chose execution of the treaty of 1802. 
to reason from strict right. In effect, the King’s Govern-| This statement will suffice, sir, to reduce to its true 
nent cannot be held responsible, without distinction, for/ value the inference (in itself sufficiently inconclusive) 
aii the acts of the Governments anterior to the restoration. | which you seem to draw from the pretended silence of 
The European Powers formally acknowledged this at a| France originally as to the state of things which is now 
period when, masters of France, they thought proper, | the subject of her complaints. 
for the interest of their subjects, to impose on us very ri-| You are acquainted with the discussions which took 
gorous conditions, and when nothing compelled them to | place from 1817 to 1821, on this important question. 
limit their exactions. They laid it down asa principle, by }" Chey were continued solong as France could indulge the 
the treaties of 1814 and 1815, that, of the credits which | faintest hope of their leading to a satisfactory result. If 
their subjects had against France, none should be admit-} we at last suspended our just reclamations, it was because 
ted but such as sprung from contracts or other positive | it had become evident that the Government of the United 
obligations. The United States have, therefore, fallen} States was, for the moment, well determined to pay no 
into a serious error, so often as they have cited those! regard to them, but we have never thought of abandon- 
treaties as an example and authority in support of their | ing a right incontestable in our opinion, and we have al- 
claims; since it is a fact that none of those claims have the | ways reserved the privilege of bringing it forward at a 
slightest analogy with those which it was the object of the | seasonable opportunity. 
treaties of Paris to guaranty. C onsequently, those in-| I have said that we > considered that right as incontesta- 
struments, far from being against us, afford us occasion to|ble. I do not intend to repeat here all the arguments 
remark, that what victorious enemies did not feel at liber-| which Mr. H. de Neuville submitted, at the time, to the 
ty to exact, a Power which has not ceased to be our ally, | Government of the United States. It will suffice for me 
and treats with us on terms of equality, can have still less | to restate that that Government asserts the right to refuse 
— to up si ‘ us the enjoyment, in the ports of Louisiana, of the advan- 
repeat, that we should be justified by strict right in| tages conceded, in 1815, to English navigation in the 
re ject ng the claims of the United States. If we have con-| ports of all the United States, for the alleged reason that 
sented to discuss them, it is froma sentiment of equity, | England has obtained them for a valu: ble consideration 
and, “ill more, from a spirit of good will toward the Fede-| by reciprocity, and that the United States, in offering to 
ral Government; but we had a right, at the moment we} extend them to us on the same condition, fulfil all their 
were giving such a proof of our conciliating dispositions, | engagements with us. To this we have always replied, 
to hope that the United States would not refuse us the|/and we reply again, that we also claim those advantages 
enjoyment of the advantages stipulated by a formal clause | for a valuable consideration; that we have paid for them 
of atreaty; and when I thought I understood from your) in advance by the cession of Louisiana; and that now, to 
language that those secured to us by the eighth article of} grant reciprocity besides, would be to double the price, 
the tre saty of the cession of Louisiana would be no longer} which we cannot, and do not choose to do. It has also 
contested, that, consequently, our navigation would en-|been objected that the principles received in the United 
joy henceforward, in the ports of that province, the foot-! States do not allow any State of the confederacy to be 
ing of the most favored nation, I only saw in that (though | placed, in matters of this nature, under regulations from 
tardy) acknowledgment of an incontestable right, a most| which the others are excepted, as we require with respect 
imperfect compensation for the generous concessions|to Louisiana. Not satisfied to oppose to this objection 
which France showed herself disposed to make. facts which destroyed even its apparent force, we have 
sut, sir, you now inform me that I was mistaken. You/shown that it is moreover inapplicable to us, and that a 
tell me that the Government of the United States never | | principle of internal administration cannot prev ail against 
can admit our interpretation of the article in question, un-| the stipulations of a treaty. 
less a total and unexpected change ensue in its disposi-| You tell me now, sir, that, according to the commercial 
tions; and, in support of this assertion, you offer me a se-} system of the United States, no nation enjoys in their ports 
ries of arguments which I am going to examine. any favor, properly so called; that every privilege or ad- 
After having stated that the opinions of the United | vantage granted to foreign vessels is the reciprocation of 
States have never varied onthe point in question, you say | corres ponding g privileges or advantages granted to the 


gre 

that the eighth article of the treaty of cession of Louisi-| vesse to of the United States in the ports of those foreign 

ana was applied, for more than two years, in the sense | nati These arguments are too completely involved 
gainst which we now remonstrate, before we thought]in those e of whi ich I have just pointed at the refutation, for 

of raising any objection. This demands some explana-| me to think it necessary to impugn them specially. 

tions. ‘ will only add that, in giving me to understand that 


It must be observed, in the f — place, that only in 1815 | your Government refuses the condition of reciprocity to 
can the abuse of which we complain have begun. It may |no foreign nation, you ee stronger evidence of the 

‘readily conceived that, in the situation in which France justice of ourreclamations. It is manifest, in effect, that the 
then was, she might not have perceived the wrongs her | object of the eighth article of the treaty of 1802 was to se- 
navigation suffered in another hemisphere; it may even} cure to us some advantage or other, and it would bea com- 
be conceived that her navigation mig cht have been so much | plete nullit y if it only guarantied to us that whi ich is with- 
depressed by the effect of the c reumsts ances of the mo-' held from nobody. Such a supposition is not admissible, 
ment, as not to be sensible immediately of the irregular You further cite, sir, in support of your interpretation 
treatment reserved for it. of the article in question, the opinion « f the Fre neh pleni- 

it appears, in effect, from the documents which I have! potentiary who negotiated it. Besides that that opinion 
found in the offices of my department, that, until the last| would not be conclusive, unless consigned in an official 
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act, and with direct reference to the treaty, I must con- 
fess to you that I am entirely ignorant of the circumstan- 
ces on which you can found that assertion. 

I will not push further a discussion which would be, at 
this moment, without object. My only aim in presenting 
you these observations, has been to guard against the Go- 
vernment of which you are the representative, deceiving 
itself as to the real dispositions of France relatively to the 
two questions treated in this letter. I wished to establish 
the fact, that the reclamations of the United States are far 
from being viewed by us as incontestable; that, on the 
other hand, we have never, for an instant, ceased to inter- 
pret the eighth article of the treaty of cession of Louisi- 
ana in the sense which I have just indicated; and that in 
the advantages promised us by that article, so interpreted, 
constituting, in part, the price of the cession of that 
country, we have never admitted that the clauses of a con- 
vention, on which repose interests so essential, particu- 
larly to the United States, could be thus rescinded. Suf- 
fice it to say that, in limiting ourselves to a refusal to con. 
sent to the repetition of claims very susceptible of argu- 
ment, so long as you should not acknowledge in our favor 
a right, in our eyes, incontestable, we surely only make 
use of very moderate and even very incomplete reprisals. 
I repeat, then, that the negotiation which we had begun 
is suspended; but the confidence which I take pleasure in 
placing in the sentiments of justice of your Government, 
inducing me to hope that it will soon enable us to resume 
it, I have wished to remove, as much as lay in my power, 
the difficulties which might impede its progress, and the 
commission, of which my letter of the 9th of March an- 
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tion sufficiently exceptionable. But a pretension, which 
your excellency’s predecessors felt themselves warranted 
only in asking, should be made the subject of negotiation, 
your excellency transforms into one of such clear evidence 
and paramount character, that its absolute admission js 
demanded as an indispensable preliminary to negotiation, 

The Government oF the United States never could con. 
sider the position taken by your excellency’s predecessors 
(so much less exceptionable than that now assumed by 
your excellency) in any other light than as a temporary 
postponement of claims whose justice was not denied, 
and which it was intended ultimately to satisfy. When 
your excellency, therefore, entered into negotiation with 
me on the subject of those claims, without attempting to 
combine with them an-irrelevant and litigious question, 
and had actually agreed with me as to the validity of the 
greater part of those claims before any allusion was made 
to that question, I saw in that course only a recognition 
that the time had arrived when the loyalty of his Majes- 
ty’s Government admitted of no longer delay in the ful- 
filment ofits just intentions. In what manner the contents 
of your excellency’s letter of the 20th instant have answer- 
ed to these indications of a just and friendly policy, it is 
needless, as it would be painful, for me to say. 

Itis important, however, to present the true state of 
the question which has now arisen, and I beg leave 
to invoke your excellency’s serious attention to it. The 
citizens of the United States have sustained the most fla- 
grant and unwarrantable wrongs from the authorities of 
France; their property, to a large amount, has been for- 
cibly taken away from them, in violation alike of the 


nounced to you the formation, continues to occupy itself} principles of public law and the faith of treaties, and that 


with the examination of the documents relating to the re- 
clamations of the United States. 

Accept the assurances of the high consideration with 
which I have the honor to be, sir, your most humble and 
most obedient servant, 

LE PCE. DE POLIGNAC. 

Mr. Rives, &c. &c. &c. 


Panis, May 26, 1830. 


MonsteEvr te Prince: I will not allow myself to ex- 
press to your excellency all the surprise I haye felt at the 
contents of the letter which you did me the honor to ad- 
dress to me under the date of the 20th instant, and which 
was received on the 22d. I need not remind your excel- 
lency that, since the delivery of my notes of the 26th and 
27th of March, to the declarations’ coptained in which you 
are pleased to refer the suspension you have notified to 
me of the negotiations which havegrcen commenced be- 
tween us on the subject of Ameri€an claims, I have had 


property has been applied to defray the expenses, and to 
aid the resources of the French nation. These facts 
have not, and cannot be denied. When the Government 
of the United States demands restitution or indemnity, 
will your excellency answer, ‘* however true it is that 
your property has been lawlessly and wrongfully wrested 
from you, we will not restore it, or make you any indem- 
nification for it, unless you will first admit our interpre- 
tation of the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, though 
you may believe that interpretation to be altogether un- 
founded?” Governments act under the sanctions of a 
moral responsibility as well as individuals, and it is, there- 
fore, allowable to test their proceedings by the same prin- 
ciples which would be applied to the conduct of individuals 
in similar circumstances. I may, therefore, be permitted 
to ask your excellency what judgment the moral sense 
of mankind would pronounce on the conduct of an indivi- 
dual who, being wrongfully in possession of the property 
of another, should answer a demand of restitution by say- 
ing, it is true I have possession of your property, which 


the honor of several conferences with your excellency, | has been wrongfully taken from you, but I will not give 


in which, far from intimating such an intention, you have 
led me to expect a formal proposition from you for their 
adjustment, as soon as a commission you had charged with 
the examination of certain questions connected with them 
should have made their report to you. But if, in the cir- 


it up unless you first assent to my construction, however 
erroneous you believe it, of the contract between us, 


about which we have so long differed in opinion. 


Your excellency will not, I presume, seek to evade the 
force of this statement by saying that the wrongs of which 


cumstances of this communication, there be matter for|the United States complain were not committed by the 


surprise, there is not less in the cause you have assigned 
for it. What is that cause? I beg leave to ask your excel- 
lency. That the United States will not previously acknow- 
ledge to be correct an interpretation of a treaty relating to 


present Government of France. There is no principle 
more firmly established by the maxims of public law, or 


the practice of nations, than that the rights and obliga- 
| tions of nations toward one another cannot be affected by 


a wholly different subject, which it has invariably believ-| mutations of their Governments, or changes in their in- 
ed to be incorrect and unfounded. Some of the prede-} terior political organization. Ifit were otherwise, what 
cessors of your excellency, I am aware, have declined aj security could there be in transactions among nations? and 
negotiation on the American claims, unless the Goyern-| how anti-social must their relations become? But the re- 
ment of the United States would, at the same time, con-| clamations of the United States do not rest alone on this ac- 
sent to negotiate on the claim asserted by France under| knowledged principle of international law. The property 
her construction of the eighth article of the Louisiana| wrested from American citizens was applied, as already 
treaty; and in that demand, requiring the united discus-| remarked, to defray expenses which must otherwise have 
sion only of two subjects having no proper connexion with; been levied upon the French nation, or been met by an 
each other, the United States have always seen a condi-| increase of its publicdebt. France, therefore, has received, 
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and still enjoys, the benefit of this property; and the obliga- 
tion to restitution, which the established principles of pub- 
lic law impose, finds itself, at the same time, enforced by the 
clearest considerations of equity and moral justice. 

Your excellency has thought proper to refer to the 
treaties of 1814 and 1815 between France and the Euro- 

can Powers, for the purpose of proving that the Govern- 
ment of the King cannot be made responsible, without 
distinction, for all the acts of the preceding Governments; 
and has informed me that the principle laid down in those 
treaties is that of responsibility for claimsarising from con- 
tracts or other positive obligations only. 1 must first re- 
mark that the Government of the United States has never 
considered those treaties as furnishing rules applicable to 
the claims of its citizens; nor can they possibly be supposed 
todo so, when reference is had to the different relations 
inwhich the Powers of Europe and the United States 
then stood to France. The Powers of Europe, who were 
parties to the treaties of Paris, were, as your excellency 
states, enemies of France, and the losses and injuries 
which their subjects had sustained by acts of violence 
were the consequences of war. For these, therefore, re- 
dress in general was not demanded on either side. 

Altogether different, however, was the situation of the 
United States. They were neutrals, and the property of 
their citizens, under the double guaranty of public law 
and the faith of treaties, was rightfully exempt from every 
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tiveness of assertion never before observed im any of the 
communications of his Majesty’s Government on the same 
subject, and which seems, in effect, to deny that equal 
right of interpretation which essentially belongs to both 
parties to a compact. In the exercise of that right on 
the part of my Government, I hope to place its interpre- 
tation on grounds of reason and evidence which cannot 
be impugned. 

Whether France enjoys an equal footing with the most 
favored nation in the ports of Louisiana, depends simply 
upon the true meaning of those terms. Now, the 
United States say that the necessary, inherent, and only 
rational meaning of equal favor with another is to grant 
in the same manner to one that which has been granted 
to another; if the thing in question has been given gratu- 
itously to one, to give it also gratuitously to the other; if it 
has been conceded to one on the performance of certain 
conditions, to concede it to the other on the performance 
of the same conditions; that, to give to one, absolutely 
and unconditionally, an advantage which has been grant- 
ed to another only on the performance of certain condi- 
tions, is evidently to put the former not on a footing of 
equal favor with, but of much greater favor than the 
latter. 

This obvious exposition of the terms is not denied by 
your excellency. But when you are informed that the 
advantages enjoyed by the vessels of several European 


species of violence. This difference of position must, of} Powers in our ports have not been given to them gratui- 


course, give rise to a corresponding difference in the char- 
acter of European and American reclamations, but the prin- 
ciple ofa transmitted responsibility isthe same in both; and, 
indeed, it would seem that those who had been lawlessly 
deprived of their property without their consent, should 
meet with a more favorable consideration from his Ma- 
jesty’s Government than those who had voluntarily parted 
with theirs for the uses, and on the credit, of the usurp- 
ing Government. 


Though, for the reason stated, the mass of the claims] footing of the most favored nation. 


provided for by the treaties of 1814 and 1815 with the 
European Powers are unlike those of the citizens of the 





tously, but fora valuable consideration, your excellency re- 
plies that it is for a valuable consideration, also, that France 
claims these advantages; that she has paid the price of 
them in advance by the cession of Louisiana. Does not 
your excellency, however, perceive that this is assuming 
the very question in dispute? What is it that France has 
paid for by the cession of Louisiana? Not the specific 
advantages enjoyed by Danish, Dutch, and English ves- 
sels, for they could not be foreseen, but, in general, the 
The question then 
still recurs, what does the footing of the most favored 
nation mean? Why, to grant to France gratuitously any 





































































United States in their particular character, your excellen-} advantages which may be granted to other nations gratui- 
cy is undoubtedly mistaken in saying that none of those|tously; and if advantages are granted to other nations 
claims bear the least analogy to the American reclama-}]on the performance of certain conditions, to extend the 
tions. I will here mention, as examples of the contrary, | same advantages to her on the performance of the same 
the additional articles concluded with Great Britain on the} conditions. This is what France obtained by the treaty 
30th May, 1814, by which the French Governments sti-| of Louisiana, and what the United States have never, and 
pulated to pay for all property, real or personal, of Bri-| will never, deny to her. 

tish subjects unlawfully confiscated or sequestered by the} The advantages enjoyed by the vessels of Denmark, 
French authorities since 1792; the treaty of the 20th| Holland, England, and several other Powers, in our ports, 
July, 1814, with Spain, containing a similar stipulation in| have been granted to them only on the condition of the 
favor of Spanish subjects; article 3d of the convention of} reciprocal treatment of our vessels in their ports. Let 
the 20th November, 1814, respecting the spoliation of the} France comply with this condition, and her vessels will at 
Bank of Hamburg; and article 4th of the same conven-| once enjoy the same advantages to the fullest extent. 
tion, providing indemnity for certain seizures and confis-}| To grant them to her while she refuses the condition de- 
cations in Germany under the decree of Nossen. A fur-} manded of all other nations, would be, as has been alrea- 
ther research might disclose other similar cases; but these | dy said, to put her, not on a footing of equal favor with, 
suffice to show that your excellency has fallen into error, | but of much greater favor than any other nation, and thus 
when you have said that none of the reclamations pro-|to convert what was evidently meant as an equal privi- 
vided for by the treaties of 1814 and 1815 bear the least} lege with the most favored of other nations, into an exclu- 
analogy to those of the United States; fur, exclusive of| sive one, possessed by no other nation. 

claims founded on contract, it is precisely for unlawful} Here is the radical source of the error which pervades 
seizures, spoliations, sequestrations, and confiscations of|the arguments of your excellency. Your excellency 
their property, that they have been so long secking re-| seems constantly to suppose that the eighth article of the 
dress from his Majesty’s Government. | Louisiana treaty was intended to secure to France an ex- 
_ Having thus exposed the true nature of the reclama-|clusive privilege. But such was certainly not the fact. 
tons of the United States, showing their origin in injuries} The seventh article secured, as was intended to secure, 
of the grossest kind, and the foundation of their obliga-|for a limited time, an exclusive privilege to France, in 
tion upon his Majesty’s Government in the clearest prin-| stipulating expressly that, during the term of twelve 
ciples of public law and moral justice—principles so often| years, her vessels should be received ona better footing 
recognised by his Majesty’s Government, and not, indeed,|than those of any other nation, Spain only excepted. 
denied by your excellency—I will now contrast with them| But, with the twelve years, the exclusive privilege ceased, 
that pretension under the eighth article of the Louisianajand thenceforward, by the eighth article of the treaty, 
treaty, which your excellency has produced with a posi-| her vessels are to be received on an equal footing with 



























































254 APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 


22d Cone. 2d Szss. ] Spoliations on American Commerce. 


teu of the most favored of other nations, but not on alw hich, i in the extreme uncertainty then existing as to the 


better footing than theirs. limits of the cession, and the acknowledged i impossibilit 

Your excellency, however, remarks, that, as in the ac-|of preserving the territory from the grasp of a pow 
tual commercial policy of the United States, they offer|enemy in the moment of renewed hostilities, was Sie alls 
the terms of reciprocity alike to all nations, this construc- | ady antageous for France, and onerous to the U nited States 
tion of the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty would | How forcibly, then, might [ return a remark of your ey. 
render it altogether unmeaning; that it must have been jcellency, and ask with what reason the United States 
intended to secure to France some advantage, but that it) who have already paid for this acquisition, almost 


double 
would convey none, if it only entitled her to that which | the price which was deemed sufficient by the vend > 
is refused to no Power. Your excellency, however, does|can be now required to treble that price in the shan: 
not seem to recollect that the commercial regulations of | commercial privileges, which have been shown, tr 
a country are, in gener: ul, subject entirely to its own dis-}to have no sanction in a just interpretation of the 
cretion. It may, at its ple asure, grant favorable terms to| It is not, surely, by a pretension of this sort that 
one nation, and withhold them from another. Though jalty of his Maje sty’s ; Government will seek to of 
the United States, at the present day, have adopted a| just reclamations of our citizens for the flagrant «1 
system of common and equal favor to all nations, they {deniable wrongs of which they have been the 
may, at any moment, depart from that system, and enter | Are the members of a friendly nation never to be 
into special arrangements, granting to one Power r advan- | nified for property of which they have been deprir 
tages which they may choose not to grant to another. ithe most lawless acts, because the Governments of 
The value of the sti pulation conté ained in the eighth | countries cannot agree in their construction of s 
article of the Louisiana treaty consists in the protection|pact between them in relation to a different 
it gives France against any discriminations of this sort;| Where is the relation or dependence be tween 
and in entitling her, as a matter of right, to claim from questions? Is it the less true that the citizens of (! 
the United States on the same terms any advantages which | ed States have suffered the grossest injuries from t! 
they may grant to other nations--gratuitousl Ys if they are \thorities of France, for which they are entitled 
granted to others gratuitously—on the performance of | because the Government of the United States c 
the same con ditions, if granted conditionally to others. |suade itself that the interpretation which France cl 
This would be purely optional on the part of the United |to put on the e ighth article of the Louisiana treaty is. 
States with regard to other Powers, but, in relation to/rect? If a sovereign Government can thus avoid its ¢ 
France, it becomes, by virtue of the eighth article of the | gations, then all national justice is an illusion, for 
Lawman treaty, binding and imperative. If a stipula- }more would be necessary to repel the most incontes 
tion of this sort be without ac dvants age, and an unmeaning|claims, but for the Government of which they 
nullity, : as your excellency has remarked, it is, neve rthe- | manded to raise some disputable pretension 
less, such a one as the most enlightened commercial na-| Government of the claimants; the more unf led 
tions haye been in the practice of contracting for, and} | better, as it would be so much more impossible for the 
which the illustrious sovereign who wasa party to our first|ter to admit it. 
treaty with France thought it important to obtain, when, But your excellency tells me that the rights of 
by the second article of that tre aty, it was stipulatec dthat,{zens are to be withheld as a-re prisal upon the | 
whatever favor might be grante d to other nations by the/States for not admitting the interpretation which | 
United States, should be enjoyed by France «freely, if| jputs on the eighth article of the Louisiana treat) 
the concession was freely made; for the same compensa-| w hat ae of national law this doctrine of repris 
tion, if the concession was conditional.” | foun d, Iam ata loss to know. Is reprisal, the: 


erfn) 


agi 





The French Government, in urging its pretensions on |mate remedy for a difference of opinion? Has one 
this subject, has several times represented the stipulation |to a comp: act an exclusive r ‘ight of inte rpretation, | 
in question as an essential and substantive part of the price |it can e nforce by penalties and confiscations? 11 
given by the United States for the cession of Louisiana, |say how little such a doctrine accords with the pr 
and your excellency speaks of it in the same manner. If|of moderation which accompanies it, or in what! 
it were so, I have already shown the real nature and ex- |must be viewed by a Government which, since 
tent of that price, and that it has been faithfully rendered |ing ie maintenance of the most friendly relat 
by the United States. But it is apparent, from the form that of his Majesty, has not been wanting in the | 
of the transaction itself, that this stipulation was not con-|tion of amicable modes to adjust this and all ot] 
sidered as forming any part of the equivalents for the ces-|ences between them. A perseverance in this Pp 
sion. The cession, and the equivalents for it, were not |be regarded in no other light than as a final denial 
included in the same treaty. The cession itself, its limits, | tice which has been so long sought for the wrong 
all that related to the transfer of the territory, and its fu- icitizens. I entertain a firm confidence that yout 
ture political and commercial condition, formed the sub-|lency’s enlightened sense of justice, and the we 
ject of one treaty; the equivalents were contained in two } loy: ailty of his Majesty’s Government, will avert 
separate conventions of the same date. ‘The stipulation | result. 
in question is not found in the conventions which fixedthe| Ihave the honor to be, with distinguished « 


equivalents, but in the treaty of cession. tion, your excellency’s most obedient and m« 
The obvious inference arising from the form of the |servant, ; 

transaction is, to-day, confirmed by the testimony of the Ww. 

‘rench negotiator, who, in his recently published histo-| His excellency the Prince pE Porienac, 

ry of the nego tiation, says, *‘the negotiation had three F 

obje o&, the cession, the price, and the indemnities claim- Mr. Rives to Mr. Pan Bu 


ireéi. 

ed by the United States; and that it was agreed to treat , - 

of fone objects separately, and to make them three dis- | \**°% + Panis, J 

tinct acts or tre: ies.”? The true price of the acquisition, Sin: I have the honor to enclose the copy of 
therefore, must be looked for, not in the treaty of cession, |note received from Prince P olignac, on the subjec 


but in the conventions accompanying it, which fixed that | suggestions contained in the informal paper I had 
price at eighty millions of francs, being thirty millions ed to him on the 20th ult., and also a copy of m) 
more, as is proved by the same authentic authority, than You will perceive that I availed myself of t] 

w 


was required by the chief of the French Government, and remind him of his commitments, and also to m 
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peal to the personal sentiments of the King. I was the 
more induced to do this, because I had just heard that the 
commission had, a day or two before, contrary to the ex- 





[PRIVATE—TRANSLATION. | 
Panis, May 31, 1830. 





eee ie pectation previously entertained, made a report very un- Sim: I have received the private letter you did me the 
d State, favorable to our claims. honor to write me the 20th instant, in which you suggest 
aks The history I have of it is this. Baron Mounier, the |to me the possibility of terminating, by a sort of compro- 
1 States president of the commission, had obtained a congé of two | ™se; the differences cating between our two Govern- 
¢ dou. agg or three months’ absence from Paris, and was to have tak-|™ments. The conciliatory sentiments you express to me 
vendor. en his departure on the evening of the 30th ult. The|4te too conformable to my own, for such a propostion not 
shane af note I had addressed to the minister on the 26th ult., | t have engaged all my attention. You will readily un- 
: oad however, having excited some inquietude, the minister, derstand that a few days have not sufficed to enable me 
@ treaty: ina meeting with Baron Mounier, in the morning of the | ‘° form, with regard to it, even an approximative opin- 


‘xt 30th ult., at St. Cloud, (where the Baron attended the|!o"- Besides, it appeared to me that the first thing to be 
cot qh, fq usual weekly reception for the purpose of taking his leave | Cone was, to resolve a doubt which has occurred to me on 





t and un. of the King, previous to his departure from Paris,) in-|the nature of this proposition. You will find it stated in 
b eels sisted that the commission should make a report before the accompanying note, and I hope you will be pleased to 
Beer. the Baron left Paris. Baron Mounier, being thus delayed | afford me the explanations necessary to elucidate it. 
srived hy A inthe moment of his intended departure, assembled his I have the honor to be, &c. So 
f the two fq colleagues the next day, in the course of which, possess- : Te ee THE PCE. DE POLIGNAC. 

ne com. ag great influence over the rest of the commission, he Mr. Rives, &c. 

mal prevailed with them to join in a very hurried and ill-con-| 
: the fu sidered report, and the following morning left Paris. [ TRANSLATION. ] 
Unit. The report, I understand, affirms that the King, hav- 


m the ani ing succeeded to the rights and engagements of Napoleon, |. n bes prepesec 7. the : rench Faas 0 aeehanane 

. ought not to pay that which Napoleon would not have| 3 ce ecg oF aad ete E Sees ce it re 
paid, and arrives at the conclusion that the utmost amount}. de fark ae . * ee ™ 1 oe hire : ste ores ‘ 
which his Majesty’s Government can be made responsi-|!* © Soe shiny eta ee aS Se ee 
ble for, is eight millions of livres tournois, (francs, ) sub- ee all ee inati sarily 

se oh, Maa ject to considerable reductions, too, on account of counter F ce a ~— oe aaa an ae eon eee 

thine i claims of France. What respect the minister will pay to} eens Oe Siemans eee Se ae 

this report, if it be of this character, it is impossible to| 








any other of the same nature, may offer to French com- 





ontesta : : ‘ imerce, it is absolutely indispensable to resolve a prelimi- 
8 say. In order to provide against such a contingency, 1], , 5 tic ssolutely indispenssiste, to resolve = preliam 
, ) aren : ; : 5 “ ary question. 

eee have repeatedly taken occasion, in conversation with him, A . ng 

a : dak tha wraceedines of ti Sone te : France could not exchange a privilege secured to her 
- 14 toremark that the proceedings of the commission be INS | forever, except for an advantar equally rpetual She 
unaed U z 2 . . - , “ttdorever, exce ran adve age equa erpetual. . = 

wthe jot. unilateral and ex parte, it would be unjust that the rights . ° I . ee : ees 


would not consent, therefore, to accept, as a compensa- 


of the American claimants should be, in any manner, con-}.- . . . 
7 ’ *% | tion, any stipulation whatever which the mere will ofa 


luded by them; and he has invariably answered that their 
































of our « pitta, : , |foreign Government might, at any moment, revoke with- 
the report would not be at all definitive, and was only intend-| te. oe ae oes are BCU, i 
ie i i » ° . : ee out her participation. 
. Toe ed to furnish materials upon which he would freely form : D al ys nat er ae “eh: 
en br ; . , Would the proffered reduction of duties be of this cha- 
: 1, fa bis own judgment. , ; 
treaty. In or : mate . ' ; racter, or, on the contrary, would it take that of a synal- 
ae Sard Ihave not yet been able to obtain an interview with the} { 1 obl ry el ! : 
Sai 1S ¢ ° iematic and obligatory engagement’ 
laott minister, though I addressed him a note on the Ist instant} “® ",,~ “;. Ne re ts ee eas ! ‘ 
Nh, & Pegi 13 ‘ : } In the first case (itis said with regret) other modes 
a r sting one. I have this moment received the note} ' an — 1-49 wicihtesie t 
s one pary peas : ; » . , | Must be sought to reconcie the differences exisung be- 
ee of which a copy is enclosed, in answer to it, from which } ; . i 
Jon, V \ s , . ss ° tween the two countries. 
; nota You will perceive that the minister again turns me over to } oi va } : “eeaae 
I need Tes eee Th: : - ,. | Inthe second, a thorough examination of the ratrinsic 
ee Baron Deffandis. This, I think, is unfortunate, as it de-}__, f 4) as ae ees : +: 
pl , 41 ' a \ ,}; Value Oo: the proposition might be entered into. 
hat | prives me of the benefit of what has been already agreed} : = 
c ‘ and settled in my interviews with the minister; and I can- ee 
stone witht Dot help thinking that it is to get rid of the embarrass- PRIVAT! 
he | ment which the minister experiences from that circum- 
re | : ; : hice oD. 1231 
the stance, as well as on account of his ‘* numerous occupa- Panis, Jun #3 100 
Ai} 99 . y> . i + 
osition calf “ols,” that he refers me to Baron Deffandis. Monsreur 4x Prince: I had the honor, yesterday, to 
im of the jus it must be admitted, however, that his occupations are | receive the private letter your excellency addressed to me 
ones of outa Ye'Y Numerous and very absorbing. As the head of the the day before, for the purpose of inquiring whether the 
vour exc ministry, he must, of course, be very much occupied with] reduction of duties on French wines in the United States, 
ul on } ” . g . . ’ ° 
well-known ill the various arrangements preparatory to the approach-| which I had suggested as a friendly concession to the 
vert ing elections, on which so much depends: the nomination] commerce of France, in the event of a prompt and satis- 
ithe presidents of the electoral colleges; the instructions] factory settlement of the questions now pending, was to 
or to public functionaries in regard to their duties as electors;} be regarded as revocable, at any moment, at the pleasure 
rot I the royal proclamation to be issued on the eve of the elec-| of the American Government, or whether it was proposed 
ns; all of which matters, it is said, have of late very] to give it the character of an obligatory and synallagmatic 
RIVES much employed and divided thé councils of the ministers. | engagement. My idea certainly was to make it absolutely 
os . 7 : ' _ 1: i ¢ - Tete 
R¢ At the same time, great anxiety prevails, as you may sup-] binding and obl gatory upon the Government of the Unit- 
ose, respecting the Algerine expedition, of the first} ed States during the penod which might be agreed upon 
rations of which they are every moment expecting in-| for its continuance. But as the perpetual conventional 
teligence. The circumstances of the crisis, therefore, establishment of a given rate of duty would be incompati- 
ai are certainly very unfavorable for our objects. Whatev er} ble with that freedom of commercial regulation which all 
of be done, however, I shall continue to employ my best} Governments ultimately reserve to themselves, it would 
5 Al cs : ¢ ¢ ; - : : 7 . 
tect of t ‘iurts to accomplish, however discouraging the prospect. lbe necessary, of course, to fix a term to the duration of 
+ 1 addrecd I have the honor to be, the obligatory character of the arrangement. When 
f my With great respect, &c. your excellency considers the c nvictior 5 entertained by 
Snead W. C. RIVES. the Government of the United States on the several points 


. 


Hon. M. Van Buren. now in discussion between the two Governments, which I 
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have had the honor to express to you more fully, together 
with the grounds of them, in another communication, 
your excellency cannot fail to appreciate the true spirit in 
which this proposition has been made, or to see in ita 
signal proof of the friendly and liberal dispositions of the 
American Government. 

I recognise with great pleasure the conciliatory senti- 
ments your excellency is pleased to express. Such sen- 
timents, corresponding with those which are so sincerely 
felt by the Government of the United States, cannot fail 
to remove the causes of complaint and dissatisfaction which 
have heretofore existed. Notwithstanding the painful 
disappointments of the past, the Government of the United 
States has never ceased to confide in the ultimate justice 
of his Majesty’s councils. That confidence has been re- 
vived and strengthened in an especial degree by the de- 
clarations of your excellency, which it has been my duty, 
from time to time, to communicate to my Government; and 
it now awaits with anxiety the completion of our labors, 
as the harbinger ofa thorough and cordial re-establishment 
of the ancient and friendly relations of the two Govern- 
ments. The enlightened sense of justice which has been 
invariably manifested by your excellency in all the inter- 
views I have had with you, and the noble and generous 
sentiments which I know to inhabit the breast of his Ma- 
jesty, assure me that this expectation will not be disap- 
pointed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
W. C. RIVES. 

H. E. the Prince vz Potienac, &c. &e. Ke. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 
Paris, June 7, 1830. 


Srr: The Prince de Polignac being unable, by reason 
of his numerous occupations, to have with you, so soon 
as he would have wished, the interview which you re- 
quested of him by your letter of the 1st instant, has 
charged me to beg you to communicate to me what you 
had te say tohim. Except Wednesday and Saturday, I 
shall be at your disposal every other day of the week. 

Accept the assurances, &c. &c. &e. 
B’ON DEFFANDIS. 

Mr. Rives, &c. &c. ke. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 


[No. 32.] Paris, June 29, 1830. 

Sir: Lhave the honor to enclose copies of two notes 
received from Prince Polignac since my last despatch, 
together with copies of my answers. These papers so 
fully explain themselves, that it is not necessary for me to 
add any remarks concerning them. Something seems to 
have been gained, at least in a virtual reinstatement of 
the negotiation, notwithstanding the demand made of a 
previous admission of the French construction of the Loui- 
siana treaty. Nothing, however, can be more unfavora- 
ble to the effective prosecution of this negotiation than the 
circumstances of the present moment. The large majo- 
rity against ministers returned by the arrondissement elec- 
tions, which have just taken place, leaves no doubt of a 
corresponding result in the whole of the electoral ope- 
rations. The Algerine expedition has met with so un- 
expected an opposition as to raise some apprehensions 
respecting the speedy and complete success which had 
been anticipated from it. These two subjects, and their 
consequences, so entirely occupy the Government as to 
suspend the current march of affairs. Indeed, the pre- 
sent state of things here is little short of an interregnum. 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 
W. C. RIVES. 
Hon. M. Van Buren, 
Secretary of State. 
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Paris, June 15, 1830. 


Sin: I received, on the 31st May, only, the letter yoy 
did me the honor to write me on the 26th of the same 
month, in reply to that which I had addressed to yoy 
some days before on the subject of the differences exis. 
ing between France and the United States. You therein 
announce to me that you persist entirely in your opinion, 
and the manner in which you combat my arguments would 
be but too well adapted to make ‘me apprehend the use. 
lessness of a further discussion, if other circumstances diq 
not allow the hope of a more favorable result. However 
that may be, and without intending, at this time, to recur 
to the details of the question, I must, in order not to seem 
to acquiesce in objections of which I am far from admit. 
ting the validity, offer you some observations on different 
passages of your letter. 

You again lay it down as a fact, that the justice of the 
claims of the United States is incontestable and uncontest. 
ed; that France has admitted the obligation to satisfy 
them, and that I myself have acknowledged it. Once 
more, sir: never has the King’s Government pronounced 
itself to that effect. It may have expressed the opinion 
that several of those claims, provided a thorough examin. 
ation should not alter their character, inspired some in. 
terest in an equitable point of view, but never has it ac. 
knowledged, nor can it have acknowledged, them to be 
founded on a positive and incontestable right. It has con- 
stantly held all decision on this point dependent upon a 
verification which had not yet taken place, which was an 
indispensab]e preliminary to it; and, onthe other hand, it 
has thought itself justified in refusing to enter into the 
examination ofa question so completely litigious, so long 
as you should not satisfy it on another question which, in 
its view, was not susceptible of any serious difficulty—that 
which relates to the execution of the eighth article of the 
treaty of cession of Louisiana. 

You object that it is not natural that France should ex. 
act a complete satisfaction, such as an acknowledgment 
of the meaning she attaches to the article in question, as 
the price of her simple consent to examine the claims of 
the United States, and to admit such as might appear to 
her to be well founded. To this I will reply, that this 
alleged peculiarity results from the very nature of things 
the claims of the United States comprehend a multitude 
of varying questions, which can only be decided separate- 
ly, which render necessary a previous and detailed examin- 
ation; the claim of France, on the contrary, embraces but 
one very simple question, which a single word can resolve. 
Until now, the Government of the United States has con- 
stantly declared that it rejected our claim: it would there- 
fore have been truly idle to demand of it to examine it 
again, since a new examination, according to every ap- 
pearance, and particularly to judge from the terms of 
your letter of March 27th, would again produce a nega- 
tive answer. On the contrary far, our consent to discuss 
the claims of American subjects carries with it the pre- 
sumption that we are disposed to admit them, at least in 
part. It suffices to say that we are in the alternative of 
exacting a previous acknowledgment ofthe right we claim, 
or of contenting ourselves, as the price of a real conces- 
sion, with a promise illusive and altogether devoid of 
meaning. I could have conceived that the Government 
of the United States, in order to introduce some sort of 
equality into the positions of the two Governments, should 
have wished to stipulate, in acknowledging our right, 
that acknowledgment should be of no effect unless we 
consented to liquidate the legitimate credits of its subjects. 
Such a pretension, without, by a great deal, satisfying 
strict justice, would at least have presented itself in a spe- 
cious manner, and the French Government might have 
taken it into consideration. But I repeat it, sir, the pre- 
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tended equality which you wish to make me see in a mu-} Not to enter, with respect to this, into a discussion which 


tual engagement to examine the respective claims, would, 
in reality, constitute to our prejudice an enormous ine- 
quality. That is too evident for it to be possible to sup- 

ose that my predecessors ever entertained an opinion 
different from mine. If their expressions were less pre- 
cise, less formal, it is because the issue was not so dis- 
tinctly joined as now. Besides, the Government of the 
United States, in repelling, with an energy always in- 
creasing, the principle of our reclamation, has rendered 
more evident to us, every day, the inutility, and even in- 
significance, of a mere promise to examine. 

I remark that you now revert to an argument which I 
did not think it necessary to notice in your first commu- 


nications, not supposing that you attached any great im-| 
portance to it. You say that the claim which we oppose to| 


would demand a detailed examination of the claims them- 
selves, I will beg you to observe that, ifthere was not war 
between the Imperial Government of France and the Unit- 
ed States, there was, at least, a state of demi-hostility, 
arising both from the measures of France, and from the 
reprisals exercised by the Government at Washington— 
reprisals which, far more contrary to public law than the 
acts which occasioned them, miglit be regarded by us as 
signally impairing the principle of the claims raised by 
the United States. Whether those reprisals, however, 
have or have not compensated completely for the result 
of the acts which they were intended to repress, is a cir- 
cumstance which in nothing alters the state of the ques- 
tion; and what I wish particularly to establish, is, that the 
position of the United States towards us has more analogy 


those of the United States has no relation to the latter: you! than you suppose with that in which we stood, in 1814 
seem, thence, to conclude that your Government would| and 1815, towards the allies. 


be justified in refusing to treat of them conjointly, and in 


deferring the discussion of the one until the others should| 


be settled. I have, sir, but one thing to reply: if the 


United States have, in effect, such a right, France has it| 
equally, and she also would be justified in exerting it con-| liation of the Bank of Hamburg, &c. 


versely, that is, in demanding not only (as she does) the} 


recognition of the right conferred upon her by the eighth| 


article of the treaty of cession of Louisiana, but also| 
(which she does not) the payment of the indemnities| 
which are due to her for the deprivation of the right, for! 
fifteen years, before examining the claims of the United} 
States. From that moment, and if, as it is probable, nei-| 
ther Government would yield, no further negotiation} 
would be possible. It may be boldly affirmed that a} 
right, leading to such consequences, can belong to no-| 
body. It is much more consistent with reason and equity} 
that each, in rendering justice, should require, at the 
same time, satisfaction for its own complaints. 

To place in a more prominent view the justice of the} 
claims which you are charged to support, you state that} 
the product of the confiscated property of the subjects of| 
the United States was applied to the payment of expenses 
which otherwise would have fallen upon the French na- 
tion. I suppose, without the proof that such, in ef- 
fect, was the appropriation of the product of the confis- 
cations, as it generally is that of all that goes into the 
treasury; but I confess that I do not well understand how 
that circumstance can operate more especially in your 
favor, for there is no pecuniary claim in support of which 
it may not be invoked, and it can neither fortify nor 
weaken the validity of any claim whatsoever. 

You repel the authority of the treaties concluded in} 
1814 and 1815, between France and the other Euro-} 
pean Powers; you remark that the United States cannot 
be bound by acts in which they did not participate. This} 
observation would be conclusive, did it not rest upon ani 
incorrect view of my meaning. I cited to you the trea-| 
ties in question, only because your Government has re-} 
peatedly endeavored to take advantage of them, against) 
us, in the present question: I wished to prove to you that} 
they do not pronounce against us, as had been given to} 
understand, but, on the contrary, in our favor. Without} 
pretending to give them, with regard to the United| 
States, an obligatory character, | thought as the Govern-| 
ment at Washington had thought, that they constituted, | 
ut least, a precedent of respectable authority—the more | 
80, as principles of public law, applied by victorious Pow-| 
ers, could not be suspected of excessive indulgence. 

After -having denied, in general terms, the inference} 
from those treaties, you make the subsidiary objection| 
that the position of the United States is. essentially differ-; 
ent from that of the Powers coalesced against France; that} 
the losses sustained by the subjects of the former were a 
natural consequence of war, whilst the wrongs inflicted 
upon Americans were in violation of the law of nations. | 
Vou, IX,--K k 


As a final objection on the subject of the treaties made 
at that period, you quote to me the additional articles con- 
cluded with England, the 30th May, 1814; the treaty of 
20th July with Spain; the convention relating to the spo- 
You thence con- 
clude that I was mistaken in affirming that the claims 
which we then acknowledged had no analogy with those 
now presented by the United States. I might remark to 
you that this want of analogy still exists, at least in some 
of the examples of which you remind me; but, without 
pausing upon collateral points, I will content myself with 
observing that, when I adduced the treaties of Paris, I had 
in view the general treaties—the only ones which can be 
considered as fixing principles of public law, since they 
alone were common to all the Powers; for the private 
stipulations exacted in favor of certain States, and con- 
tained either in additional articles or in special conven- 
tions, must evidently be considered as so many excep- 
tions, extorted by force of arms, or the dominion of cir- 
cumstances, and which only serve to confirm the rule. 

You then pass, sir, to what concerns the meaning we 
attach to the eighth article of the treaty of cession of Lou- 
isiana. Permit me, in the first place, to observe to you, 
that we do not interpret that article; we appeal tothe text 
itself. It is the Government of the United States that is 
obliged to comment upon it at great length, in order to 
extract the signification which it gives it. This observa- 
tion answers the astonishment you manifest to me, repeat- 
edly, at the right of interpretation alleged to be reserved 
by us to the exclusion of the United States. That reproach 
could be justly addressed only to the Federal Government. 
We limit ourselves to repelling its interpretation, for the 
reason that the text, perfectly clear, needs none, and that 
it is contrary to all the principles of the matter to pretend 
to interpret a stipulation, the terms of which present a 
single and precise meaning. After this preliminary ob- 


jection, I will not repeat all that I have already had the 


honor to submit to you on this important subject, in my 
letter of the 20th May. [I think I have anticipated most 
of the arguments which you now offer; and, in the state 
which the discussion has reached, it would be more than 
superfluous to refute them over again. You yourself ad- 
mit, moreover, that the eighth article of the treaty of ces- 
sion of Louisiana, interpreted in your sense, would, in re- 
ality, offer us no advantage: you add only that there might 
occur a state of things in which it would offer us real be- 
nefits. I leave you to judge whether, froma general view 
of circumstances; from the maxims of political economy 
professed in the United States, the change which you sug- 
gest has the slightest probability; and whether, therefore, 
it is natural to presume that negotiators can have had 
the puerility to stipulate a clause which, except in some 
all but impossible event, was to be entirely devoid of 
meaning. 

You quote to me the second article of the first treaty 
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concluded between France and the United States, at the 
period of the foundation of the American republic. That 
article provided that France should enjoy all favors grant- 
ed by the United States to other nations freely, if the 
concession was freely made, and, if it was conditional, for 
the same compensation. From this you infer that the 
eighth article of the treaty of cession of Louisiana must 
be understood with this restriction. Just the reverse: 
the single fact that it is omitted in the latter treaty, while 
it is found in an analogous and antecedent act, removes 
even the slightest possibility of supposing it to be under- 
stood, and this inference is not one of the least proofs in 
support of our opinion. 

You remind me that the convention relating to the ces- 
sion of Louisiana, and to the rights which France reserved 
to herself there, is not the same as that which fixed the 
pecuniary indemnity stipulated in our favor. It would 
follow, according to you, from this circumstance, that 
the advantages, whatever they may be, granted to us by 
the eighth article, do not form an integral part of the price 
ofthecession. I donot comprehend, I confess, such a dis- 
tinction: the eighth article does not, it is true, form a 
part of the treaty relating to the indemnity in money, but 
it forms a part of the treaty of cession, and to annul it is 
to annul also the article which stipulates the cession itself; 
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Panis, June 15, 1830 

Srr: I have received the private letter you did me the 
honor to write me the 2d instant. In clearing up the 
doubts which had arisen in my mind relatively to the pro 
position you have made to me with the view of compro. 
mising the differences existing between the two Govern. 
ments, it has put it in my power to examine it in all the 
aspects it presents; and although that examination neces. 
sarily demands much research, and the verification of nu- 
merous documents, I hope to be able, some time hence, 
to let you know its result. I take pleasure in expressing 
to you at once the lively satisfaction produced in me by 
the loyal and conciliatory sentiments you exhibit, and 
which are so conformable to those by which the King’s 
Government itself is animated. 

Accept the assurances, &c. &c. 


LE PRINCE DE POLIGNAC. 
Mr. Rives, &c. &c. &e. &e. 


Paris, June 25, 1830. 
Monsreur te Prince: I had the honor to receive, on 
the 19th instant, the letter which your excellency ad. 


I have consi- 


for you will agree with me that one of the contracting | dered, with the most respectful attention, the additional 
parties cannot rescind a treaty in order to retain what is| observations which your excellency there presents to me 
favorable to itself, and reject what is unfavorable; and|on the several points in discussion between us, and have 


the passage which you cite on this subject, from a work 
published by Mr. Barbé Marbois, seems to me to be to- 
tally immaterial to the question. 

As to the argument you draw from the amount of the 
pecuniary indemnity paid for the cession of Louisiana, an 
amount so much greater, according to you, than the pro- 


still to regret that I find myself unable to concur in the 
views expressed by your excellency. 

Your excellency first offers a series of arguments for 
the purpose of showing that France is entitled to demand 
of the United States the admission of the claim asserted 
by her under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, as 


per price of that cession, that it cannot be supposed to| the condition of any examination of the American claims 
have been necessary to add to it further advantages, 1) This condition, so contrary to the usual course and true 


shall not undertake to calculate the value of that beautiful | ends of negotiation, is alleged to result, in the present in 


region; I will not inquire whether the United States are 


stance, from the nature of things, inasmuch as the Ame- 


disposed or not to consider as advantageous the treaty| rican reclamations are complex in their character, re- 


which gave it to them; whether they would consent to 


annul that treaty, if that were possille: I will only say | 


quiring an examination of details, while the claim of 


_treaty France is simple, which a single word would suffice to 
that, even if it did grant us excessive advantages, which | resolve. 


I am far from allowing, that would not be a reason for 
taking them away from us if they flowed, like that which 
we claim, from its express provisions. 


I will not push further the discussion of the passages of] 


Without stopping to compare the claims of the 
two Governments in this respect, I will only remark that 
I cannot perceive, in the simplicity of a demand, an ade- 
quate reason for its acknowledgment, as demands the most 
inadmissible in principle are often, and indeed generally, 


your letter which have appeared to me susceptible of re-| the most simple and absolute in form. 


futation. Many others also might furnish ground for ob- 


servations on my part, but I have thought it sufficient to| 


Your excellency next remarks, that, as an examination 
of the American claims would involve an admission of 


combat those which tended to accuse of inconsistency and| them, in part at least, while an examination of the claim 
contradiction the course pursued by France in this pro-| of France, under her construction of the Louisiana treaty, 


longed negotiation. 


I think I have completely vindi-} would probably terminate in its rejection, a mutual en- 


cated, in that respect, the policy of the King’s Govern-| gagement of the two Governments to examine, at the 
ment. 


I am anxious for the time, sir, when we may both 
advance frankly in a direction better suited to lead to an 
accommodation, and with great reluctance only would I 
return to a system of reproaches and recriminations, of 
which the only possible result is to remove further and 
further the end we are both equally solicitous to attain. | 
You are too enlightened not to feel that, if it is pessible 
for each of our two Governments to find, in the numerous 
papers of a correspondence of thirteen years’ duration, 
the means of embarrassing its adversary, of entrapping 
him, to a certain extent, in his own words, sucha triumph 
would be as little glorious as it would be useless to the 
success of our claims. I do not fear such a contest; I| 
will sustain it, if I must; but I prefer to hope that a new 
direction given to a negotiation heretofore so fruitless, 
will enable us to labor more effectually to satisfy the inte- 
rests confided to us. , 

Accept the assurances, &c. 
LE PRINCE DE POLIGNAC. 


. &e. &e. &e. 


same time, their respective pretensions, would be attended 
with a real inequality to the disadvantage of France. If 
such should be the result of an examination, I know no 
other means of explaining it, but the difference existing 
in the intrinsic character of the pretensions themselves, 
and an inequality of that sort, created by the immutable 
principles of reason and justice, cannot be remedied by 
any arrangement of diplomacy. 

Your excellency suggests that the Government of the 
United States might have been expected, at least, to make 
a contingent admission of the claim asserted by France, 
under the Louisiana treaty, to be binding only in the 
event of an adjustment of the American claims by the Go- 
vernment of France. This suggestion proceeds upon 4 


| misapprehension of the true spirit of the objections urged 


by the United States. The Government of the United 
States would, at once, admit the construction put by 
France upon the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, if it 
could persuade itself that that construction was correct 
without seeking to connect with it any condition or stipu 


’ 


ae Se Pe ee ef ylllULlUO 








the 
the 
ro 
TO- 
I'n- 
the 
Ces- 
AU 
ice, 
sing 
> by 
and 


’ 
ne’ s 
5S 


0. 
» on 
ad. 
onsi- 
onal 
> me 
have 
1 the 


S for 
nand 
rted 
y; as 
ums 

true 
it in- 
(me- 
» Te- 
n of 
ce to 
f the 
: that 
ade : 
most 
rally, 


ation 
on of 
claim 
eaty, 
al en- 
t the 
‘nded 


pon a 


it by 





APPENDIX—To Gales & Scaion’s Register. 259 


[22d Cone. 2d Szss. 





Spoliations on American Commerce. 





ag = —————- = 
lation for its own benefit. It will never demand a price | of any part of the American reclamations; but that it has 
for admitting a claim which it believes to be just in itself. |always held its opinion, on that point, dependent on the 
But being convinced, after the most anxious and candid | result of a verification which has never yet taken place. 
search of the true meaning of the article in question, that|If this be the case, the Government of the United States 
the construction put upon it by the Government of France| has been laboring under a great delusion. It certainly 
js not correct, it does not perceive with what reason it|had flattered itself that its long and patient represen- 
can be required to assent to that construction as the sole | tations, though they had hitherto failed to be crowned 
condition upon which it can obtain justice for the wrongs | by that final and practical success to which they were en- 
of its citizens. titled, had not been altogether fruitless in impressing his 
Your excellency seems to labor under a like misappre-| Majesty’s Government with the justice of the reclama- 
hension of what has been said by the Government of the | tions which formed the subject of them. This belief was 
United States respecting the want of connexion between /derived from repeated and explicit declarations of his 
these two subjects, and the unreasonableness of making one | Majesty’s ministers, which, though falling far short of the 
an offset to the other. Deducing from thence the sup- | just claims of our citizens, unequivocally admitted the 
position that the Government of the United States consi-| justice of several classes of those claims, and authorized 
ders itself entitled to refuse a discussion of the claim of |the hope that all of them, intrinsically founded in the 
France, under the Louisiana treaty, until its own claims|same principles of justice, would ultimately receive the 
for indemnities should be first resolved, your excellency|same measure of redress. I need not detail those decla- 
remarks that, if such a right exists for the United States, |rations here, as your excellency will find many of them, 
it belongs equally to France; that France, in the exercise | particularly those of the Duke de Richelieu, the Viscount 
of it, might demand, not only the acknowledgment, oi Montmorency, and Monsieur Villele, briefly recapitu- 
the satisfaction of her claim, before she would consent to | lated in a letter addressed to my predecessor, on the 19th 
examine the reclamations of the United States; that, if|of December, 1827, to his excellency Baron de Damas, 
neither Government should yield, as is probable, no ne-|then his Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
gotiation would be possible; and that it may be boldly | which is presumed, of course, to be among the archives 
affirmed that a right leading to such consequences can lof your department. To what extent I supposed your 
exist forno one. 1 will first remark that your excellency |excellency to have recognised the justice of these recla- 
is entirely mistaken in imputing such a pretension to the | mations, sufficiently appears from the note I had the honor 
Government of the United States. Its whole procedure |to address to your excellency on the 17th of February 
has been altogether different. When the reclamation of! last, which, if it had inaccurately stated the result of the 
France, founded on her construction of the eighth article |repeated discussions that had taken place between your 
of the Louisiana treaty, was presented to the American |excellency and myself, would have been followed, it was 
Government at Washington, it did not refuse (whatever |to be presumed, by a prompt correction. 
sanction the example of the Government of France might! However discouraging it may be to the Government of 
have afforded it in doing so) to consider that reclamation, |the United States, after all that has passed, to learn that 
until its own reclamations were first acknowledged; but/no progress has yet been made in convincing his Majes- 
without any reference to that subject, it promptly entered |ty’s Government of the justice of the reclamations in 
into an examination of the pretension brought forward on | question, such is its confidence both in the honorable 
the part of France, candidly discussed all the arguments /and enlightened spirit of his Majesty’s councils, and in 
adduced in support of it, and has ever since been willing |the merits of the reclamations themselves, that it cannot 
to renew the discussion in the same manner, and in a spi- | doubt for a moment the ultimate and entire conviction of 
rit of perfect candor and good faith, whenever the Go-/|his Majesty’s Government on this point. In regard to 
vernment of France should desire it. While such has/the general question of a subsisting responsibility for the 
been the procedure of the Government of the United | acts of the former Government of France, this is so clear- 
States, the Government of France has, in effect, adopted | ly founded on the acknowledged maxims of public law, 
that very course which your excellency says could be |the usage of nations, and the repeated recognition of the 
justified only as a retaliation of a similar pretension on the | principle by his Majesty’s Government itself, both in its 
part of the United States; and the consequence which jforeign and domestic transactions, that it cannot be ne- 
your excellency justly invokes as demonstrating the ab-|cessary to discuss such a question with one so intimately 
solute nullity of any pretension that would lead to it, now | acquainted with all these considerations as your excellen- 
results from the sole pretension of France herself; for|cy is; and, indeed, the observations contained in your ex- 
what could more completely destroy the possibility of}cellency’s letter, bearing, as they do, much more on the 
any negotiation, than to demand the preliminary admis-| details than the principle of our reclamations, assure me 
sion of the truth of a proposition, (unconnected, too, |that such a discussion would be altogether superfiuous. 
with the real subject of negotiation,) which one of the} In the note I had the honor to address to your excellen- 
parties had invariably believed to be unfounded and in-|cy on the 26th of the last month, I took occasion to re- 
admissible? mark that the responsibility created by the maxims of 
Having answered, satisfactorily, I trust, the observations} public law for the wrongs committed upon our citizens 
made by your excellency to justify the position recently |by the former Government of France, was enforced, at 
assumed on the part of his Majesty’s Government with |the same time, by considerations of natural equity, be- 
regard to the incipient terms of negotiation, I will not re-| cause the nation and the present Government of France 
iterate what I have already had the honor to address to lhad received and still enjoyed the benefit of those wrongs 
your excellency in a late communication respecting the|in a corresponding diminution of the public charges, 
true nature and character of that position. The views|the place of which had been supplied by the proceeds of 
there expressed coincide too plainly with the spontaneous | the property taken from our citizens. Your excellency, 
dictates of justice, to require to be urged on the ac-{admitting the fact, remarks, that you do not perceive in 
knowledged loyalty of his Majesty’s Government. Not|what manner it strengthens the American reclamations, as 
doubting the result of a candid exercise of that loyalty on |there is no claim of pecuniary indemnity in support of 
the present question, I pass to what your excellency is|which it may not be equally alleged. This remark of 
pleased to say concerning the reclamations themselves, |your excellency, however, seems not to have been duly 
which form the objects of negotiation. lconsidered, for cases may occur, and have occurred, in 
Your excellency first informs me that his Majesty’s Go-| which property wrested from its owners by the violence 
vernment has never, in any manner, recognised the justice | of a lawless Goyernment, has, in no manner, contributed 
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to lessen the burdens of the nation by whose Government 
the act was committed. In these cases, the obligation of 
the succeeding Government to repair the wrong, though 


not less clear according to the established principles of 


public law, may sometimes present an appearance of 
h -dship. When the nation, however, has received, and 
still enjoys the benefit of the property taken, all the ap- 
pearance of hardship ceases, and the reparation demand- 
ed is not so much an indemnity as a simple act of restitu- 
tion, the refusal of which would be equivalent to the 
original perpetration of the wrong. 

Your excellency, in referring again to the treaties of 
1814 and 1815, says, that you had not cited them as obli- 
gatory upon the United States, but only asa precedent 
of respectable authority. Taken with the qualifications 
which a difference of circumstances necessarily imposes, 
the Government of the United States is far from declin- 
ing the application of this precedent. On the contrary, 
the principle of it gives conclusive support to our recla- 
mations. In the note which I had lately the honor to ad- 
dress to your excellency, I stated the difference of cir- 
cumstances which rendered the particular rules of those 
treaties inapplicable to the United States, but the funda- 
mental principle of responsibility for the acts of the pre- 
ceding Government of France, which is recognised and 
established by those treaties, applies with all its force in 
favor of the reclamations of the United States. On the 
same principle that the present Government of France is 
responsible for the contracts of the preceding Govern- 
ment in the case of belligerents, is it liable for the tres- 
passes of that Government on the property of neutrals. 
The history, as well as the particular dispositions of the 
treaties of Paris, prove that violent and forcible wrongs 
were not, in general, comprehended in those treaties 
among the acts of the preceding Government, for which 
the restored Government was made responsible, because 
injuries of that description, in the case of belligerents, 
were considered as calamities of war, and the natural con- 
sequence of the position in which the contracting Powers 
stood to each other. In that view, they would not have 
constituted a subject of reclamation against the preceding 
Government itself, and, of course, not against the restor- 
ed Government. The property of neutrals, however, 
being lawfully exempt from all violence, any forcible in- 
vasion of that property by the preceding Government, 
constituted, ut least, as strong a subject of reclamation 
against the present Government of France, the general 
principle of responsibility being once established, as any 
contracts of the preceding Government with the subjects 
of belligerents. 

Your excellency seems to admit the justness of this 
conclusion, in endeavoring to show, by astatement which, 
I must confess, has altogether surprised me, that the 
United States cannot claim the character of neutrals in 
regard to the Imperial Government of France. Your ex- 
cellency remarks that, if there was not war between 
them, there wasa state of demi-hostility at least, resulting, 
at once, from the measures taken by France, and the re- 
prisals exercised by the Government of the United States; 
reprisals, your excellency adds, much more contrary to 
the principles of public law than the acts which had oc- 
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bargo laid on our own vessels to keep them from that 
theatre on which they were exposed to those licentious 
depredations; and, finally, a suspension of commercial in- 
tercourse with France—a measure equally extended to 
her enemy, England, who had, at the same time, violated 
the neutral rights of the United States, and accompanied 
with a proposition te both, that, whenever either of them 
should cease to violate those rights, the intercourse with 
that Power should be immediately renewed, while it 
should remain suspended with the other, if it did not like. 
wise cease from its aggressions on our commerce. If, in 
the execution of this moderate and pacific, and unques- 
tionably lawful system of measures, the property of a 
single French subject was ever confiscated or condemn. 
ed, the fact has hitherto been unknown to the Govern- 
ment of tL 2 United States. In what circumstances, there- 
|fore, your excellency has found cause for this strong 
denunciation of the proceedings of the United States to. 
wards the Imperial Government of France, I am at a loss 
to know. If your excellency shall think proper to enter 
into that field of discussion, the Government of the Unit- 
ed States will be, at all times, ready to vindicate the un- 
questionable legality of its own measures, as well as to 
demonstrate the iniquitous and unwarrantable character 
of the measures of the Imperial authority. 

Before 1 leave this branch of the subject, I cannot avoid 
noticing an idea, which so frequently recurs in both of your 
excellency’s recent communications, that I must suppose 
no small importance is attached to it. The stipulations of 
the treaties of Paris are represented as rigorous conditions 
imposed by victorious enemies, who, mistresses of France, 
bad nothing but their own will to put bounds to their de- 
mands; and it seems to be implied that the great principle 
of responsibility for the acts of the preceding Government, 
which those stipulations acknowledged and established, 
was extorted by superior force, in opposition to the prin- 
ciples of justice and public law. It is not for me to judge 
how far this solution accords with the elevated spirit and 
noble pride of the French Government and nation on the 
one hand, or with the consideration due to the conduct 
and motives of his Majesty’s allies on the other. But I 
may be permitted to appeal to the nature of the transac- 
tion itself, and its attendant circumstances,-as affording 
}contrary presumptions of the strongest character. ‘The 

jallied sovereigns were not the enemies of the Govern- 
}ment on which the fulfilment of these national obligations 
jdevolved. The war which they prosecuted was made 
jexclusively, in the terms of their own declaration, 
| ** against Bonaparte and his adherents. > They were the 
ifriends and allies of the restored Government, and came 
into France expressly for the purpose of re-establishing 
lit. They felt and declared that it ‘* was necessary to the 
peace and happiness of Europe, that France, under her 
legitimate kings, should be great and powerful.” Under 
ithe influence of such interests, their transactions with the 
restored Government could have been in no other spirit 
than one of lenity and indulgence, falling short of, instead 
of transcending, the limits of strict right; and whatever 
exceptions might be taken to principles acknowledged 
|between parties, treating under such circumstances, as 
| precedents applicable to others, an excess of rigor never 


casioned them. I cannot suppose your excellency to be/|can be objected. 

unacquainted with the outrageous character of the mea-| [ will now follow your excellency in the observations 
sures of the Imperial Government, which, in violation of] you have made on the construction of the eighth article of 
the acknowledged principles of public law and the faith|/the Louisiana treaty. Your excellency first remarks, in 
of treaties, sunk and burnt our unoffending vessels on the |answer to the surprise 1 had testified at the exclusive 
high seas, arrested and captured the lawful commerce of| right of interpretation which France seems to claim, that 
our citizens on the same element, or scized and confiscat-|the Government of France does not interpret the article 
ed their property in the ports of France. What, then, {in question; that it invokes its text; that it is the Govern- 
was the character of those measures adopted by the Go-| ment of the United States which comments upon it, for 
yernment of the United States, which your excellency|the purpose of enforcing the signification it gives it, and 
says were still more contrary to the principles of public}thus, contrary to all the principles of the subject, seeks to 
law than this dark catalogue of outrages’? First, an em-|interpret that which, being sufficiently clear and precise 
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in itself, requires no interpretation. But I cannot per- 
ceive how this remark removes the objection. The Go- 
yernment of the United States also invokes the text of the 
article in question: it contends for the true meaning of 
that text, which it, too, considers perfectly clear and pre- 
cise; and if it has supported its exposition by some very 
obvious reasons, while France may be content merely to 
sssert hers without any, it is not perceived that the cor- 
rectness of its exposition, or its equal right to judge of 
the true meaning of the text, is, for that reason, the more 
questionable. But the truth is, that France does not deny, 
but impliedly admits, the meaning attributed to the text 
by the Government of the United States, when she puts 
the whole force of her argument in the simple assertion 
of fact that the compensation which the United States 
allege to be required by the true meaning of the text, in 
the case of a conditional grant of commercial favors, has 
been actually paid in advance by France. What little 
foundation there is for that argument, I have elsewhere 
endeavored to show. 

Your excellency next remarks, that I agree, myself, 
that the article in question, interpreted in otir sense, 
would not offer any real advantage to France; that I only 
say that there might happen a state of things in which it 
would present a real advantage. And your excellency 
then appeals to me to say, whether, according to the 
principles of political economy professed in the United 
States, that state of things is at all likely to occur, and if it 
is natural to presume that negotiators would have had 
the puerility to stipulate a clause which, except in an event 
almost impossible, would be altogether unmeaning. Your 
excellency, however, is mistaken in saying that I had 
agreed that the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, in- 
terpreted in our sense, offers no real advantage to France. 
On the contrary, | endeavored to show that it offers, at 
all times, a substantial and important advantage to France 
in obliging the United States to extend commercial favors 
to her, which it is purely optional with them to extend or 
not to other nations. The advantage is not the less real 
because the United States, according to their present sys- 
tem of commercial policy, make no discriminations among 
the nations with whom they trade. What other nations 
enjoy precariously, by courtesy, and for the moment, 
France holds securely by right, and forever. Your ex- 
cellency appeals to me to say whether it is at all probable 
that the present system of commercial policy of the United 
States will be changed. To this I can only answer, that 
the system of general reciprocity was never established by 
law in the United States until the year 1815, twelve years 
subsequent to the date of the Louisiana treaty; that it is 
subject to be modified or revoked at any moment by the 
will of the National Legislature; and that I can well con- 
ceive many cases in which it may be both the will and the 
interest of the nation to grant commercial facilities and 
alvantages to one Power,and withhold them from another. 
With regard to the views of the negotiators, I am far from 





which accompanies the second article of the treaty of 
1778 is not contained in the eighth article of the treaty 
of 1808, it is to be inferred from its omission that the 
parties had a different meaning. But I would ask your 
excellency ifit is not more reasonable to suppose that the 
two nations having, in their first treaty, for greater cer- 
tainty, explained what they intended by the stipulation of 
being placed on the footing of the most favored nation, it 
was thenceforward deemed unnecessary to repeat the ex- 
planatory words, and that stipulations ofa similar nature 
would be always understood by them in the same sense, 
without the definition already given, especially as the 
terms themselves, though general, intrinsically carried the 
same and no other meaning. Accordingly, in every sub- 
sequent commercial arrangement between the two coun- 
tries, though several of them have contained similar sti- 
pulations, which, there can be no doubt, were meant, and 
have always been understood, in the same sense, the ex- 
planatory words have been invariably omitted. This na- 
tural and reasonable supposition is in strict conformity to 
a rule of interpretation laid down by one of the highest 
autherities on such subjects, (Vattel, Law of Nations, 
book ii, chap. xvii, sec. 284,) where it is said, that if two 
contracting parties have, in a former treaty, ‘*‘ clearly 
shown their intention with respect to any thing, we ought 
to give the same sense to what they may have said more 
generally or obscurely, in a posterior treaty, on the sc »e 
affair.” 

Your excellency seems not to have apprehended cor- 
rectly the purpose for which I referred to the fact, that 
the conventions which fixed the price to be given for the 
cession of Louisiana were distinct from the treaty which 
contains the article under which the commercial advan- 
tagesin question are claimed. ‘The purpose was this: As 
if to swell those advantages to an importance beyond their 
obvious and natural dimensions, they had been often re- 
presented, on the part of France, as the principal part of 
the price given for the acquisition of Louisiana. This idea 
seemed to be very naturally repelled by the fact, that all 
which related to the equivalents for the cession was con- 
tained in instruments of which the clause in question 
formed no part; while it was found in another instrument, 
the object of which was merely to attest the cession, to 
arrange the transfer, and to regulate the future political 
and commercial condition of the territory. ‘This separa- 
tion of the instruments, and their respective subjects, 
appeared, moreover, from the testimony of one of the 
negotiators, to be the result of an express agreement of 
the negotiators, for reasons stated, to treat of the cession 
and the price of it separately, and to make of them dis- 
tinct acts. In this state of things, if the commercial ad- 
vantages in question had formed, as is alleged, a principal 
part of the price of the cession, would not the clause re- 
serving them have found its place in the conventions 
which fixed the price, and not in the treaty of cession? 
It was with this simple and direct view that the reference 
seeing any puerility in stipulating for the permanent and|in question was made, and not certainly from any idea 
indefeasible enjoyment, through all future time, of a fa-| that the clause is less sacred in the treaty of cession than 
vorable basis of commercial intercourse, which would |it would be in the conventions, or with any expectation of 
otherwise have been subject to all the modifications and | giving rise to your excellency’s remark, that to annul it 
vicissitudes that the unrestrained will or accidental policy | would be to annul the cession; it being clear, your ex- 
ofa foreign Government might introduce. Atall events, cellency adds, that one of the contracting parties cannot 
as the negotiators of the treaty of 1805 can hardly be sup- rescind so much of a treaty asis against it, maintaining 
posed to have foreseen the adoption ofa general recipro-| that which is in its favor. Your excellency may rest as- 
city system in the United States in 1815, IL can perceive no sured that the Government of the United States has no 
more ground for ascribing puerility to them in the stipula- dispos.tion to rescind any of its obligations arising from 
tion of a clause such as the eighth article of the Louisiana | this or any other treaty, though it has neretofore supposed 
treaty is understood by the United States to be, than tothe that it had some right ta judge what the real nature and 
negotiators of the treaty of 1778, in stipulating the second | extent of those obligations are. 


























article of that treaty, which, on its face, is explicitly ex- I have but the same answer to make to another obser- 
plained in the sense which your excellency pronounces to| vation of your excellency on what I had said respecting 
be unmeaning. the amount of the price actually obtained for Louisiana, 


Your excellency says that, as the explanatory clause} which, according to the authentic authority just mention- 
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ed, was thirty millions offrancs more than the sum deem- 
ed adequate by the vendor. From thence I drew the 
conclusion, that, when the Government of France had 
secured a ry for this territory so much beyond its own 
estimate of its value, it was not very probable that it 
should endeavor still further to enhance that price in the 
shape of extraordinary commercial exactions, which are 
believed to be wholly unwarranted by the language of the 
treaty. Your excellency, however, remarks that, if the 
treaty had granted excessive advantages to France, this 
would be no reason for depriving her of them. This is 
readily admitted. The question, however, always recurs, 
have the advantages claimed been really granted’ And, on 
that question, the Government of the United States con- 
siders itself entitled to an opinion, which it has formed af- 
ter the most careful investigation, and supported by proofs 
which it believes have not yet been confuted. 

The sentiments expressed in the close of your excel- 
lency’s communication are reciprocated with an entire and 
hearty concurrence. Nothing can be more remote from 
the wishes of the Government of the United States than 
to enter into a system of reproach and recrimination. It 
would be as unbecoming its own character as inconsistent 
with the respect which it sincerely entertains for that of 
his Majesty’s Government. The language of reproach, 
therefore, it never has, and never will employ. If, at any 
time, it has dwelt with earnestness on particular facts, 
which seemed to carry in themselves a sentence of re- 
proach, it has always been with reluctance, and only in 
reply to observations made on behalf of his Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, of a tone and character so strongly marked as 
to render it impossible to pass them in silence. I learn, 
therefore, with sincere satisfaction, that, so far as depends 
on your excellency, there will be no further occasion for 
unpleasant discussion; and that your excellency sincerely 
wishes for the time when we may advance in ways better 
calculated to lead to accommodation. 

I’may be permitted to add, that the time has arrived 
when all the important interests involved in a cordial good 
understanding of the two Governments impressively de- 
mand a settlement of the existing subject of discussion. 
I need not remind your excellency how long and how pa- 
tiently the Government of the United States has sought re- 
dress for the flagrant and multiplied wrongs inflicted 
upon its citizens by the authorities of France; how fre- 
quently that redress has been postponed from collateral 
considerations, unconnected with the merits of the recla- 
mations themselves; how all these alleged causes of post- 
ponement had successively disappeared, one after another, 
when a new and unexpected obstacle was interposed in 
a subject of controversy, on the part of France, wholly 
foreign, both in its origin and principles, to the reclama- 
tions of the United States, and in regard to which the two 
Governments had constantly differed in opinion after 
thorough and repeated discussions. The Government of the 
United States, unable to perceive any possible connexion 
between the two subjects, and believing that each should 
be decided independently on its own merits, refused for a 
time, as it was well justified in doing, to blend them in the 
same negotiation. At length, however, from deference 
to the wishes of his Majesty’s Government, and with an 
anxious desire to terminate, if possible, all differences 
between the two Governments, a blended discussion of 
the two subjects has taken place. What effect may be 
produced on the opinions of his Majesty’s Government by 


the additional views I have had the honor to express to! 


your excellency in this communication, I cannot, of course, 
know, but, as yet, no change appears to have been pro- 
duced on either side. Is this difference of opinion on a 
foreign and irrelevant question, should it unfortunately 
continue, forever to obstruct the redress due for the un- 
questionable wrongs of our citizens? Though the Go- 
vernment of the United States has become more and more 
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convinced, by each renewed discussion, of the correct. 
ness of its construction of the eighth article of the Lo,j. 
siana treaty, it has, for the sake of conciliation, and to af. 
1074 his Majesty’s Government a decisive proof, both of 
the sincerity of its convictions, and of the equity of jts 
dispositions, proposed to refer this question to the dec). 
sion of impartial and enlightened arbiters. It certainly 
cannot be expected to do more towards an accommods. 
tion which shall finally settle all the subjects of discussion 
between the two Governments. The rest depends on his 
Majesty’s Government alone; and the Government of the 
United States feels a thorough confidence that the resy) 
will answer to that character of loyalty and justice which 
has soeminently distinguished his Majesty’s Government 
in all other transactions. 

I pray your excellency to accept the assurances of the 
high consideration with which I have the honor to be, your 
excellency’s most humble and most obedient servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 

His exc’y the P’cz pz Potrenac, Ke. &e. &e. Ke. 


Panis, June 25, 1830. 


Monsigvr LE Prince: I have received the private note 
which your excellency did me the honor to write to me 
under the date of the 15th instant, and lost no time in 
communicating it to my Government, by whom it will be 
received with lively satisfaction, as renewing the prospect 
of an early and happy solution of existing differences, 
This alone is wanting to place the relations of the two 
countries, in every respect, on the most beneficial foot. 
ing, and to develop, to the fullest extent, the cordial and 
friendly dispositions which the Government of the United 
States so sincerely cherishes towards that of his Majesty. 
Ineed not assure your excellency with what pleasure | 
shall co-operate with your excellency in a work which pro- 
mises to lead to results so desirable for both countries. 
Understanding it to be your excellency’s intention to pre- 
sent the result of your views on the whole subject of ne- 
gotiation in the form of a projet of a treaty answering to 
that which I had the honor to hand you in the month of 
March last, I will merely add that that mode appears to 
me, as to yourself, best calculated to lead to a precise and 
practical conclusion. 

I pray your excellency to accept the renewed assura 
ces of my most distinguished consideration. 

W. C. RIVES 

His excellency the Prixcr pr Porienac, 

&e. Ke. &e. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 


[No. 36.] Panis, July 17, 1830 
Sir: Notwithstanding the many discouragements | have 
experienced, and the obstacles opposed to an effective 
prosecution of the negotiation for indemnities, I have con- 
tinued to employ every effort in my power to stimulate 
the attention of the French Government to the subject, 
and to bring it to some practical result. On the 3d instant, 
I called on Baron Deffandis for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing more precisely when I might expect to receive the 
projet of a treaty they had promised to send me. He had 
told me, in a former interview, that they would send it to 
me in the course of the present month; but, on this occa- 
sion, he said that Count Beugnot, the President of the 
Bureau of Commerce, with whom the minister wished to 
consult before he sent me his projet, had gone to tle 
country to attend the elections; that he would not return 
until towards the end of the month; and that, therefore, 
the projet could not be sent to me till some time in the 
month of August. I observed to him that this delay was 
unexpected and discouraging, and that I hoped it w ould 
be avoided, if possible, as a question so fruitful of irrita- 
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tion and discontent in the relations of the two countries 
ought not to remain longer unsettled. To this he answer- 
ed by general promises to mature the business for a final 
decision as soon as possible. ‘ ; 
The minister having promised, in one of my interviews 
with him, to communicate to me the report of the com- 
mission he had charged with the examination of our claims, 
Javailed myself of this occasion to mention to Baron Def- 
fandis the promise of the minister, and added that, as the 
commission had advised against the payment of our claims, 
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It was perfectly apparent to me, throughout the whole 
of this conversation, that the mind of the minister had 
been, and was still so occupied with other questions more 
nearly affecting him, that he had not recently bestowed 
any attention on the subject of our claims. 1 determined, 
therefore, to call again on Baron Deffandis, which I did 
on the 14thinstant. I told him that the Prince de Polig- 
nac, in a conversation I had had with him two days before, 
had surprised me very much by informing me that it was in- 
tended, in the projet of a treaty which they had promised 


itseemed to be but fair to afford us an opportunity of|to send me, still to insist on a full acknowledgment of the 


meeting the views and facts on which that advice had been 
founded. He replied that the report of the commission 
was not at all in form, having been drawn up hastily; that 
it was aconfidential paper; and that the minister, not hay- 
ing yet had an opportunity of reading it, could not have 
formed a full estimate of these considerations. I did not 
feel myself authorized to press the request, nor did I, in- 
deed, consider it very important. The manner of declin- 
ing it, however, led me to believe, what I had already 
suspected, that, however adverse, practically, the report 
was to the payment of our claims, it admitted principles 
which ought to have led to a different conclusion. 
Wishing to keep the subject alive and in progress, if 


Louisiana pretension, or the grant, in iieu of it, of some 
privilege of equal duration; that I had been induced to 
hope that the projet they had promised to send me might 
be the means of leading to an adjustment of existing diffi- 
culties; thata projet of the character mentioned, however, 
could have no such effect, and would, indeed, be altoge- 
ther illusory; that, in this state of things, it became the 
more important to have their projet as speedily as possi- 
ble, that we might see if it afforded any real prospect of an 
adjustment, the object of my Government being to know 
truly the final determination of his Majesty’s Government 
with regard to claims which had now been pending for 
twenty years. Baron Deffandis, in reply, intimated that 












possible, in the mind of the minister, as well as in that of|the minister had been so much occupied with other very 
his under-secretary, and believing that the capture of Al-| weighty matters, that he could not be supposed to be con- 
giers (the intelligence of which arrived here on the 9th/| versant with all the details of this, and promised me that, 
instant, but too late to be communicated to you by the| within a very few days after the return of Count Beugnot 
packet of the 10th) was likely to give rise to some ques- | to Paris, which was now expected about the 25th of the 
tions with foreign Powers, and England particularly, | month, they would send me their projet, and added, that 


which would make it the more important to France to 
conciliate the friendship of the United States, I obtained 
an interview with the minister on the 12th instant. With- 
out referring, in express terms, to the Algerine question, 
I endeavored to intimate to him, with sufficient intelligi- 
bility, that the friendship of the United States might be- 
come of very high importance to France; that the ques- 
tion of indemnities for past wrongs, however, involving 
as it did the primary considerations of national honor and 


justice, was now at the root of all the. relations between | 


the two countries; that, till that question was settled, 
there could be no cordial good understanding between 
them; that, on the contrary, acontinued refusal of France 
todo us justice must be expected to lead to an interrup- 
tion, in some form or other, of the beneficial relations yet 
subsisting; and that thus two nations which, in their na- 
tural circumstances and position, had every motive to cul- 
tivate friendship with each other, might become not only 
alienated in sentiment, but hostile in fact. This appeal, 
though made with all the directness and freedom which 
the tone of respectful representation admitted, did not 
produce the effect I had hoped from it under existing cir- 
cumstances. The minister, while professing, as usual, the 
most friendly dispositions towards the United States, re- 
curred to the position heretofore taken respecting the 
Louisiana pretension, and said it would be impossible for 
France to pay the claims of the United States for indem- 
nities, unless the United States would at the same time 
satisfy her claim under the Louisiana treaty. 

I remarked that, after the promise he had made me to 


he hoped it would be the means of an arrangement. 

The capture of Algiers, as I have already mentioned, is 
likely, I think, to give rise tou questions which ought to 
render the Government of France very desirous to secure 
the friendship of the United States. Whatever may have 
been the diplomatic declarations of the French Govern- 
ment, the feelings of the French nation are decidedly in 
\favor of keeping their conquest, and founding a coionial 
| establishment there. England is very much opposed to 
this permanent occupation by France, and Russia not dis- 
| posed to favor it. Itis said, and 1 believe truly, that the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs had verbally declared to the 
representatives of the European Powers supposed to be 
principally interested, that it was not the intention of 
France to keep permanent possession of Algiers in the 
levent of its conquest. No such declaration, however, 
was made in writing. At the time of the sailing of the 
expedition, a circular was addressed to the representatives 
of the great Powers, as they are called-——Russia, Austria, 
Prussia, and England—informing them that, if Algiers 
should be taken, its ulterior destiny should be made the 
subject of diplomatic conferences here, and requesting 
them to obtain instructions from their respective Courts 
with reference to that contingency. Further than this, 
ithe Government of France does not probably consider 
itself committed to foreign Powers. In this state of things, 
I have been glad to perceive that considerable anxiety is 
felt, in several quarters, to know what will be the views 
of the Government of the United States on the subject. 
| Lord Stewart, the British ambassador, has, in two or three 





send me the projet of a treaty, I was not at all prepared Yosee ersations with me, discoy ered great solicitude re- 
for this inflexible adherence, on his part, to the Louisiana | specting our course of policy in the question. Although 
pretension. He said they were now engaged in preparing Prince Polignac has never mentioned the subject to me, 
the projet he had promised to send me, but, to be candid jhis under-secretary, Baron Bois le Courte, having charge 
with me, that projet would be founded either on an ex- of what is called the first division of the Department of 
press recognition of the Louisiana claim, or the substitu- Foreign Affairs, has expressed a liv ely desire to know the 
tion of some other advantage of like perpetuity. I told jviews of the Government of the United States in relation 
him that a projet of that sort never could be acceded to, |to it, and informed me that a despatch had been sent to 
and could be viewed by us, indeed, in no other light than |Count de Menou, as long ago as March, instructing him 
a virtual and final refusal of our just demands. The in-|to make a communication to you upon the subject. To 
terview, however, terminated with the understanding that |all these inquiries my answer has been guarded and brief, 
4 projet should be sent to me as soon as practicable, that jsaying but little more than that I had not yet received any 
it might be seen whether any thing could be made of it. [instructions from my Government on the subject. 
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You will perceive that my absence from the Te Deum 
in celebration of the taking of Algiers, was made the sub- 
ject of a newspaper paragraph here. Having reason to 
believe that this was the result of a diplomatic manoeuvre, 
intended to excite an unfriendly feeling at court towards 
the Government of the United States, to lead to a rejection 
of our claims, and thereby produce a breach between 
France and the United States, which, in the present crisis, 
might be turned to the account of other parties, I had an 
unceremonious interview on the following morning with 
the Prince de Polignac, in which I called his attention to 
this article; told him it was equally unjust to my Govern- 
ment and to myself; that no person had more sincerely re- 


joiced in the glorious success of the French arms than [| 


had done; that the efforts so constantly employed by my 
Government to repress and chastise piracy every where, 
as well as the friendly sentiments it had always entertained 
towards his Majesty’s Government, assured me that, both 
for the sake of humanity, and as a glorious illustration of 
his Majesty’s reign, no Government would more sincerely 
sympathize with his Majesty in the brilliant success of his 
noble enterprise than the Government of the United States; 
and begged him to take occasion to intercept or remove 
from his Majesty’s mind the injurious impressions which 
the statement in question was calculated to make. He 
received this explanation in the most cordial manner, and 
assured me that he would take great pleasure in counter- 
acting a statement which it needed no assurances to con- 
vince him was altogether unjust. In making this expla- 
nation, which, under existing circumstances, seemed to 
be a matter of prudence at least, I took especial care not 


to go beyond the exigencies of the occasion, and observed | 


to the Prince that, in expressing these sentiments as to 
the happy and glorious termination of the expedition, I 
did not wish to be understood as saying any thing in re- 


. . . ° j 
gard to ulterior questions, upon which I had yet received 
no instructions from my Government. 


The real cause of 
my absence from the Te Deum was an indisposition which 
confined me to my bed for the greater part of the day, 
connected with a belief that it was a matter of entire in- 
Gifference whether I was there or not—an opinion con- 
firmed by learning since that several other members of the 
diplomatic corps were also absent. 

You will perceive from the accompanying gazettes that 
the new elections, which are now nearly completed, 
leave no doubt of a powerful and increased majority 
against ministers in the Chamber of Deputies. No indi- 
cation, however, is yet given of any intention on their 
part to retire. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 
W.C. RIVES. 

Hon. M. Van Bonen, Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 37.] Panis, July 30, 1850. 


Sir: I enclose the copy of a letter which I addressed 
to Prince Polignac on the 23d instant. Believing that a 
disposition was really felt, from whatever cause, to culti- 
vate friendly relations with the United States, 1 thought 
it important to intimate to him, as intelligibly as I could, 
that the preservation of those relations must depend on a 
prompt adjustment of the reclamations waich had been 
so long pending; and that no plan of adjustment would 
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ment of this disagreeable subject would be completed jp 
a few weeks; indeed, among those connected with the 
ministry: of Foreign Affairs, the question was spoken of 
as already settled. 

But these prospects have, for the present, ceased, by 
consequence of one of the most wonderful revolutions 
which have ever occurred in the history of the world. 4} 
this moment the tri-colored flag waves over the palace of 
the Tuilleries, and the city of Paris, after passing through 
three days of commotion and bloodshed, is now as tranquil, 
under its Provisional Government, as I have ever seen jt 
under the royal authority. The King, who, with all his 
ministers, remained at St. Cloud during the troubles 
here, has, it is said, abandoned St. Cloud, and taken the 
route of the Netherlands. The whole of his toops sia. 
tioned at Paris, ——s to thirty thousand, have, after 
sustaining severe losses from the heroic and enthusiastic 
onsets of the people, either been driven out of the city, 
or joined the standard of their fellow-citizens. ; 

The cause of this sudden and wonderful revolution js 
to be found in certain ordonnances of the King, which, 
amid the prevailing expectation of a meeting of the Cham. 
bers on the 3d day of August, announced the dissolution 
of the new Chamber of Deputies, made radical changes 
in the system of elections, (depriving three-fourths of the 
electors of the right of suffrage, abolishing the secret 
vote, and reducing the number of deputies from 430 to 
258,) and at the same time suspended the liberty of the 
press, and: suppressed all the journals of the opposition. 
These ordonnances took the nation by surprise. The 
| public mind had, some time before, been disquieted by 
rumors of unconstitutional measures meditated by the 
ministers; but for several days past this uneasiness had 
given way to the declarations of the ministerial gazcttes, 
jand to the known fact that the usual letters had been ad. 
dressed to the peers and deputies, summoning them to 
attend the opening of the Chambers on the 3d day of 
| August. These summonses were issued in consequence 
of the result of a royal council held on Wednesday, t! 
2ist instant; but on Sunday, the 25th instant, another 
council was held, when, owing to some changes of senti- 
ment or policy, which is as yet unexplained, it was deter- 
mined to dissolve the new Chamber of Deputies, and to 
}adopt the extra-legal measures embraced in the ordon- 
nances. 

The ordonnances were promulgated on Monday, the 
26th instant, and immediately produced a profound sensa- 
tion through the whole population of Paris. No public 
disorder, however, occurred on that day, with the excep- 
tion of a little commotion in front of the hotels of some 
of the ministers, and a transient tumult at the Palais Roy- 
al. On Tuesday, the assemblages of the people in the 
streets were increased by large accessions of the laboring 
classes, who had been thrown out of employment by the 
suppressions of the journals, or other effects, direct or 
indirect, of the ordonnances. The military, in attempting 
to disperse them, encountered a very spirited resistance, 


and several engagements took place between them and 


the multitude in different parts of Paris. 

On Wednesday morning a proclamation of the King ap- 
peared, declaring Paris to be in a state of siege, and plac- 
ing Marshal Marmont, the Duke of Ragusa, at the head of 
the troops. In the mean time, the people also had ex- 
tended their preparations and increased their force. 
Many members of the National Guard, which had been 


be favorably received, unless it held out the prospect of| suppressed in 1827, reappeared in uniform and with their 
a fair and substantial indemnity, unclogged with excep-|arms; and the young men belonging to the Polytechnic 
tionable conditions. I have every reason to think, not| School, the School of Medicine, and the School of Law, 
only from my late .conyersations with Baron Deffandis, | united themselves with enthusiasm to the mass of the 
who seemed to have the whole subject exclusively in his | people. They tovk possession of one or two public de- 


own hands, but also from other information on which [| 
could rely, that a projet of that character would have 
been sent to me, and that a final and satisfactory adjust- 


pots of arms, and, adding to that supply the arms of the 
detachments of the Royal Guard, whom they subdued in 
various posts throughout the city, they soon found them- 





iin, 
— 


ed in 
h the 
en of 


d, by 
itions 
d. At 
ce of 
rough 
nquil, 
sen it 
Il his 
ubles 
Nn the 
S sia. 
after 
siastic 
city, 


tion is 
vhich, 
Sham. 
lution 
anges 
of the 
secret 
30 to 
of the 
sition. 
The 
ed by 
y the 
ss had 
cttes, 
en ad- 
em to 
lay of 
uence 
\ 
other 
senti- 
de ter- 
ind to 


yrdon- 


y, the 
sensa- 
yublic 
-XCEp- 
some 
s Roy- 
in the 
poring 
by the 
ect or 
ipting 
tance, 


n and 


ng ap- 
plac- 
ead of 
ad ex- 
force. 
been 
i their 
chnic 
Law, 
of the 
c de- 
of the 
ed in 
them- 


APPENDIX—To Gales §- Seaton’s Register. 265 


— ee ——————————————— 
selves well furnished with the means of attack as well as 
defence. To prevent the advance or to cut off the re- 
treat of the troops, they barricaded the streets and the 
Boulevards with carriages, or by tearing up the stones of 
the pavement, or cutting down the trees on the margin 
of the public walks. 

Thus prepared on both sides, the contest on Wednes- 
day assumed a more serious and sanguinary character. 
There were severe and prolonged engagements at vari- 
ous points in the city: at the porte St. Denis, at the 
porte St. Martin, at the Pont-neuf, and at the Place de 
Grieve. The possession of the Hotel de Ville, standing 
on the margin of the Place de Grieve, was the object of 
a most obstinate conflict, in the course of which it was 
several times taken and retaken, but finally remained in 
the hands of the people, who, before night, raised the 
tri-colored flag upon its steeple. During the night par- 
tial rencontres took place in various parts of the city, and 
the discharge of cannon and musketry was heard at in- 
tervals through the whole course of the night. 

On Thursday the people made vigorous assaults on the 
Louvre and the Tuilleries, to which the military, having 
been beaten and driven back in all the previous engage- 
ments, had retired: both were finally carried, and the rem- 
nant of the military force, thus driven from their last hold 
inthe city, retired beyond the walls. At two o’clock the 
whole contest was ended, and the tri-colored flag floated 
peacefully over the domes of the palaces: since then not 
agun has been fired in the city, but in token of the public 
joy. In the progress of the contest, several detachments 
of the military force, from the impulse of patriotic feel- 
ing, passed over to the side of the people. 

Yesterday, a provisional civil Government was organiz- 
ed, with the general assent of the people, by the deputies 
who found themselves in Paris; it is composed of Mes- 
sieurs Lafitte, Casimir Perrier, Odier, and three or four 
others. The National Guard has been re-established, and 
General Lafayette, as in 1789, azain placed at the head of 
it. General Gerard is named commander of the troops 
of the line who have joined the popular cause. 

It is understood that the Chamber of Deputies will meet 
on the Sd of August, the day originally fixed by the King 
for the meeting of the Chambers; till then it is probable 
that no definite measures will be taken as to the political 
organization of the country. Every thing at present in- 
dicates that the Bourbons will no longer reign; the most 
probable supposition is, that the Duke of Orleans will be 
called to the throne. 

No news has been yet received from the departments as 
tothe effect produced there by the events which have 
occurred in the capital; but there seems to be no reason 
to doubt that the national sentiment will second what has 
been done here. Ihave not heard of a single outrage 
perpetrated by the people in this agitating crisis. Their 
conduct has been marked throughout by the calm but en- 
thusiastic devotion of men contending for their rights in 
the exalted spirit of freedom. Indeed, nothing could 
more strikingly mark the wonderful advances made by 
this people in the knowledge and practice of free institu- 
tions, than their noble conduct on the present occasion 
contrasted with the excesses of their first revolutionary 
convulsion. 

I write in haste, and with the uncertainty of this letter 
reaching you by the packet of the first of next month, for 
which it is intended, asall the public communications have 
been much interrupted, but the importance of the events 
to which it relates, induces me to profit of whatever 
chance there may be. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
Hon, M. Van Buren, Secretary of State. 
Von. 1X.—L1 
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Panis, July 23, 1830. 

Monsteur Lz Prince: The question which has been so 
long pending between the Government of the United 
States and that of his Majesty, has, at this time, so import- 
ant a bearing on the general relations of the two coun- 
tries, that your excellency will excuse me for again earn- 
estly invoking your attention to it with a view to a defini- 
tive result. So long as this question shall remain unsettled, 
involving as it does considerations of the deepest interest 
to the rights and honor of the American nation, it cannot 
fail to obstruct that mutual good understanding which it is 
believed to be the interest of both Governments, as it is 
certainly the sincere wish of that of the United States, to 
cultivate and preserve. 

As your excellency has promised to send me the pro- 
jet of an arrangement, in the view of terminating this un- 
pleasant discussion, and as the prospect of a satisfactory 
termination must depend on the character of that projet, 
1 trust your excellency will enable me, by a prompt com- 
munication of it, to judge how far my Government may 
indulge the hope of seeing its ancient friendly relations 
with his Majesty’s Government re-established and con- 
firmed. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of distinguished 
consideration, your excellency’s most humble and most 
obedient servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 

H. E. the Prince pr Portenac, 

Minister, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and President of the Council of Ministers. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 38.} Paris, August 8, 1830. 


Sin: A declaration was yesterday adopted by the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, almost unanimously, and concurred in by 
the Chamber of Peers, calling the Duke of Orleans to the 
throne. The declaration contains, at the same time, some 
very important modifications of the charter, and stipula- 
tions for certain organic laws, which have been long de- 
manded by the wishes of the nation. There car be no 
doubt that the Duke of Orleans will heartily assent to 
these conditions, and will immediately ascend the throne 
as King of the French, which, you will perceive, is the 
new title to be borne by the monarch. 

The late King and his family, attended by three com- 
missioners of the Provisional Government as a safeguard, 
are now on their route to Cherbourg, whence they will 
embark for some foreign country, most probably Scot- 
land. After leaving St. Cloud, he went to Rambouillet, 
with about 1,500 troops. He and the Dauphin there sign- 
ed an abdication in favor of the Duke of Bordeaux, (the 
infant grandson of Charles X,) which was sent to the 
Duke of Orleans, already declared Lieutenant General of 
the Kingdom, with an intimation, wearing the aspect of a 
royal order, that he should immediately take measures 
for proclaiming the Duke of Bordeaux King, under the 
name of Henry ¥. Exorbitant pretensions were at the 
same time advanced in regard to pecuniary allowances 
for himself and his household. Demands so unsuitable to 
the character of a dethroned monarch, kindled a univer- 
sal flame of indignation in Paris as soon as the fact was 
known; and, in a few hours, thirty or forty thousand men 
under arms were on their march to Rambouillet for the 
purpose of driving this infatuated man and the remnant of 
his followers out of the kingdom. Admonished of the 
approach of this formidable and enraged force, he imme- 
diately left Rambouillet under the safe conduct of the 
commissioners sent by the Provisional Government to give 
him protection. The national troops returned to Paris; 
and perfect tranquillity has prevailed ever since, and 
will be more and more confirmed by the new order of 
things. 


as 
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Two of the late ministers, Peyronnet and Chantilauze, 
have been arrested, and will be tried for high treason. 
The rest of them have made their escape. Prince Polig- 
nac, it is said, is at Brussels. 

The reappearance of the journals, filled as they are 
with ample accounts of every thing that has passed here, 
renders it unnecessary for me to occupy your time with 
further details of what you will see so fully stated in them. 

I enclose copies ef two letters received from Marshal 
Jourdan, the Provisional Commissioner of Foreign Af- 
fairs, and my answers to them. The principles upon 
which the Government of the United States has always 
acted in its relations with foreign Powers, in regard to 
changes of their internal organization, and my perfect 
conviction that the change which had taken place here 
was a permanent one, left me without any hesitation as to 
the course I should adopt; which, I have been since pleas- 
ed to find, corresponds with that pursued by Mr. Craw- 
ford under similar circumstances. It will, of course, be 
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Paris, 2ugust 5, 1830. 

Monsieur: I have had the honor to receive your ex. 
cellency’s communication, announcing to me that H. R. 
H. Mge. le Duc d’Orleans had, by his ordinance of the 
3d of this month, charged your excellency with the De. 
partment of Foreign Affairs. 

It is a source of sincere congratulation to me to be thus 
brought into relations with a character so well known by 
his illustrious career; and I beg your excellency to be as- 
sured that I shall be most happy, at all times, to unite my 
efforts with those of your excellency for consolidating the 
friendly relations between the two countries, which it js 
so much the wish of my Government to preserve and 
extend. 

I pray your excellency to accept the assurances, Kc. 

W. C. RIVES. 

H. E. Mu. Jourpan, &c. &ce. &e. 


(TRANSLATION. } 


necessary that I should be furnished with a new letter of| i , Zi 
credence. It is desirable that these letters should be sent | Panis, August 4, 1830. 

as speedily as possible, as nothing.can be concluded, even| Sir: Ihave the honor to send you copies of an act 
if 1 should be able to enter into negotiation, without that | Which Monseigneur the Duke of Orleans, Lieutenant Gen 


formality. 

In regard to the probable dispositions of the new Go- 
vernment on the subject of our claims, I have seen no rea- 
son to change the opinion which I expressed to you ina 
private letter some time ago. It is an unquestionable 
fact, strange as it may appear at first sight, that the 
liberal party, who will now come into power, have been, 
heretofore, much more opposed to our claims than the 
royalists. A solution of this phenomenon must be found 
in the circumstance that the liberals, from their popu- 
lar attachments and connexions, have more sympathy 


for the public purse, while, from their former connex- | 
ions with the imperial authority, they are less inclin-| 


ed to admit the iniquitous character of the acts for 
which we demand indemnity. This latter consideration, 
as well as the great principle of national sovereignty es- 
tablished by the revolution which has just taken place, 
will, in all probability, prevent them from recurring to 
the ground of irresponsibility for the acts of preceding Go- 
vernments. What has been done, too, under the late 
ministry, must have some effect. Great reluctance, how- 
ever, will be undoubtedly felt to pay our demands, and 
every effort will be made to reduce the amount by ex- 
cepting to particular classes’of claims. That the matter 
was not consummated with the late ministry, with whom 
it had been brought into a favorable train for speedy ad- 
justment when they were driven from the stage, was (I 


hope the President will be satisfied) owing to no want of 


strenuous and persevering efforts on my part, to the last 
moment. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. C. RIVES. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 


Paris, Jugust 4, 1830. 

Sir: I have the honor to announce to you that H. R. 
H. Monseigneur the Duke of Orleans has named me, by 
his ordinance of the 3d of this month, Provisional Com- 
missioner of Foreign Affairs. 

I congratulate myself very much, sir, upon being thus 
placed in a situation to hold direct intercourse with you, 
and I shall be happy to be able to concur with you in con- 
solidating the friendly relations which so happily exist be- 
tween the United States and France. 

I have the honor to be, 
With high consideration, &c. 


ML. JOURDAN. 
Mr. Rives, &c. &c. &c. 


|eral of the Kingdom, signed on the 31st of July, and of 


|the discourse which H. R. H. pronounced on the 3d of 
| August, at the opening of the Chambers. 

This communication was due to the minister of a Power 
|with which France is so happily united by relations of 
}good understanding and friendship; and it is with plea- 
sure that I make it to a person whose noble characier H. 
R. H. has had opportunities of appreciating, and who, no 
doubt, takes the same interest in the tranquillity of France 
jas it inspires in all wise and enlightened men. 

Accept the assurances, &c. Ke. 
ML. JOURDAN. 





Mr. Rives, &c. &c. &e. 


Panis, Jugust 5, 1830. 

Monstevnr: I have had the honor to receive the com- 
munication which your excellency did me the favor to ad- 
dress to me, enclosing copies of an act signed the 31st of 
July by Mge. le Duc d’Orleans, Lieutenant General of the 
Kingdom, and of the discourse pronounced by H. R. H 
at the opening of the Chambers. 

In expressing my acknowledgments to your excellency 
| for the very flattering manner in which you have been 
| pleased to communicate these important documents, I beg 
| leave to assure your excellency of the deep interest with 
|which they will be received by my Government, and of 
ithe lively satisfaction with which it will see, in the unex 

ampled virtues displayed by France to the admiration of 
| the whole world, in the late perilous and agitating crisis, 
a certain presage of the tranquil and happy future which 
j awaits her. 

| I pray your excellency to accept the assurances, Kc 
&e. &e. &e. 


WM. C. 
H. E. Mu. Journpan, &c. Ke. &e. &c. 


RIVES. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
Panis, Jugust 18, 1850 


Sin: My last despatch informed you of the proceed- 
ings of the Chambers on the 7th instant, by which they 


[No. 40.] 


called the Duke of Orleans to the throne. ‘lhe Duke ac- 
cepted, ‘* without restriction or reserve,” the modifica- 
tions of the charter, and all the other conditions contained 
in the declaration of the Chambers, and, on the 9th in- 
stant, took the oath to observe them, in the presence of 
both Chambers. He reigns under the name of Louis 
Philippe. 

The King, in one or two days after ascending the throne, 
made definitive appointments of his ministers. ‘I'wo only 
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of the provisional appointments w were continued—Dupont 
de Eure, as Keeper of the Seals, and Guizot as Minister 
of the Interior. Baron Louis (the same who, as Minister 
of Finance, in 1819, addressed the letter to Mrs. Parish, 

which is among the documents communicated to Congress 
on the subject of the claims) is again Minister of Finance; 
Comte Molé is Minister of Foreign Affairs; General Se- 
bastiani, Minister of the Marine; General Gerard, Minis- 
ter of War; and the Duc de Broglie, Minister of Public 
Instruction. A majority of these ministers were the friends 
of Napoleon, enjoyed his confidence, and held employ- 
ments, of one kind or another, under him. All of them 
have been, more or less, in opposition to the late Govern- 
ment; they are all members of the one or other Chamber 
—the Duc de Broglie and Comte Molé of the Chamber 
of Peers, and the others of the Chamber of Deputies. 
They are all men of talents, and men of business. 

Comte Molé, with whom I shall have more direct rela- 
tions than with the rest of the ministers, is said to possess 
great energy of mind and character, and very extensive 
information, though he has never been practically con- 
nected with foreign affairs. Under the Emperor, he held, 
successively, the posts of Director General of Roads and 
Bridges, and of Minister of Justice; and, under Louis 
XVII, for a short time, that of Minister of the Marine; 
but he is now, for the first time, connected with the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs. lL have received two com- 
munications from him, which, with my answers, are en- 
closed, together with a note previously received from the 
provisional minister, Marshal Jourdan, and my answer. 

I have had no opportunity yet of knowing the particu- 
lar dispositions of the new Government in regard to our 
claims. I called, a few days ago, at the Foreign Office 
to pay my respects to Comte Molé, but he was not there. 
He has been very much occupied with reorganizing his 
department, and will, in all probability, continue to be 
very much occupied with that and the preliminary com- 
munications with the neighboring Powers, arising from 
the change of Government here, for some time to come. 

[had the honor to dine with the King the day before 
yesterday. He received me with great cordiality—ex- 
pressed, in warm terms, the friendly interest with which 
the visit he made to the United States, thirty years ago, 
had inspired him; assured me that, as King, he would 
preserve the sentiments of the Duke of Orleans, and that 


every effort should be made, on his part, to settle the dif- |j 


ferences, if differences they might be called, between the 
two countries, and desired me to communicate his senti- 
ments to the President. 

The King, I have no doubt, entertains a sincere desire 
to cultivate the most friendly relations with the United 
States, and the same desire is, I believe, shared by all his 
ministers. ‘The considerations, however, alluded to in| 
my last despatch, as well as the spirit of economy which | 
so strongly marks the first movements of the new Govern- 
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ibe Sirceeh with your views “upon this ouhjeck; as veel on as 
the other questions arising out of the past course or pre- 


sent state of the negotiation, upon which I have not been 
heretofore instructed. 


I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W.c. RIVES. 
Hon. M. Van Burnes, 
Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 43.] Panis, September 8, 1850. 


Sir: The sickness of Mr. Harper, about the time of 
the sailing of the last packet, prevented me from sending 
you, then, the enclosed copies of notes addressed by me 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of Finance, 
on the tobacco question, and of their answers, as it did 
also the regular transmission of the duplicates of former 
despatches, and of the journals. Although I had heard, 
as Linformed you in my supplemental despatch of the 
19th ultimo, that the Minister of Finance had pronounced 
his decision in favor of the proposed change, yet, as no- 
thing ofanirrevocable nature had yet been done, I thought 
it expedient to call the attention of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, as well as that of the Minister of Finance, to the 
subject. At the same time, as the question was of a pe- 
culiar character, appertaining rather to their system of 
internal economy than to that of ordinary diplomatic rela- 
tions, I did not feel myself authorized to press it further 
than by asking a candid consideration of the views I had 
presented in my communication to the late Minister of 
Finance. 


On the subject ofthe claims, I have not yet had any di- 


rect communication with the new minister. Ihave called 


lonce or twice at the Foreign Office to see him, but have 
j}not been so fortunate as to find him. 


I thought it would 
be premature and impolitic, occupied as the new Govern- 
ment has been with its own reorganization, and being my- 

self as yet unaccredited, regularly, to press the subject in 
any formal communication. I hav e, howey er, av ailed my- 
self of the intermediary channels existing in the friendly 
dispositions of ——-—— and , to awaken the 
mind of the minister to a proper consideration of the sub- 
ject. This has certainly been done by them ina very 
friendly spirit; but every thing which has yet transpired 
affords a confirmation of the views I have heretofore ex- 
pressed to you with regard to the probable temper of the 
new Government on this question. The principle of re- 
sponsibility they seem ready to admit, as, indeed, it would 
|be impossible to contest it, without attacking the vital 
| principle of their own existence. The late. rulers of 
France, claiming by a tenure of legitimacy independent 
of, and paramount, as they conceived, to the national will, 


ment, and will, doubtless, continue to actuate it, ought to|might, with some face of plausibility at least, deny their 


prepare the claimants for the utmost allowable reduction 
of the amount of the indemnities which will be paid. 
It is hardly probable, I think, that I shall be able, with 


lresponsibility for the acts of preceding Governments of a 


revolutionary origin. But the present Government of 
France, having nothing to stand upon but the pr inciple of 


propriety or prude nee, to renew my communications on |sovereignty in a nation, must, of necessity, admit its re- 
this subject with the new Government till my letter of cre- | sponsibility for all acts which attached to the nation, or, 


dence has been received. 


It is, therefore, desirable that |in other words, for the acts of all preceding Governments, 


the letter of credence should be sent as speedily as pos- | for all of them were created, or acquiesced in, by the na- 


sible, together with any additional instructions which the |tion. 


occasion may suggest. 


While, therefore, they are compelled to admit the 


It is to be expected that the ne- | principle of responsibility, a ‘reluctance, or a fear to touch 


gotiation will now take a new tur n, and that a proposition | ithe purse of the nation, disposes them to dispute the con- 


will be made for a transaction en blo 
of the full amount of the claims. 


», far short, however, |sequences of its application, by every sort of pretext. 
in that case, what is to | 


1 yesterday had a conversation with —— at the 


be done with those claims (the Gracies’, for example) | Foreign Office, on his own invitation, which furnished a 
which have been committed to me as standing upon special |striking illustration of the views and feelings of the new 


and distinct grounds, and more free from exception than | Government. 


the mass of the claims? 
jected to a pro rata abatement? 


He told me that he had, several times, 


Can they, with the rest, be sub-|conversed with Count Mole on the subject of our claims: 
I should be very glad to that the minister was anxious to cultivate the most friendly 
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relations with the United States, and that his dispositions 
personally, on the subject of our claims, were favorable; 
that the principle of responsibility he was ready to admit; 
but that, popular as our nation was in France, our claims 
were not so; that a minister would incur great responsi- 
bility in a settlement of them; that Count Molé had thought 
of the organization of another commission, consisting of 
members of the two Chambers, to consider and examine 
the subject, and had suggested it in a late council of min- 
isters, but, from a difference of opinion even on the prin- 
ciple of our claims, as I understood him, the suggestion 
was not adopted; that, under these circumstances, the 
prospect of an adjustment would depend on a material re- 
duction of the extent of our demands, and that, in the am- 
plitude we had given them, their admission would be im- 
possible. 

I stated to ——-——— that I regretted exceedingly to hear 
what he had just communicated to me; that I had hoped 
that the new Government of France would have been ani- 
mated with more liberal views; that the admission of the 
principle of responsibility, (a principle which the late 
events in France rendered it impossible to deny,) while 
its application was disputed, would be of very little avail; 
that, in private transactions, an individual who should ad- 
mit that he was indebted to another, but disputed every 
item of the account, would oppose as great obstacles to 
the demands of justice, as one who roundly denied that 
he was indebted at all; that such a course on the part of 
France, with regard to our claims, while it seemed to me 
alike unsuitable to the character of the question, of the 
parties, and of the high interests involved, would only 
serve to increase the feelings of irritation and dissatisfac- 
tion for which too much occasion had been already afford- 
ed; that we asked nothing but justice in the redress of 
undeniable wrongs; that, as the wrongs had been great, 
the measure of redress ought to bear some fair proportion 
to the magnitude of the injury; that, with regard to the 
amount of our claims, if France sought a reduction of them, 
it was incumbent upon her to say frankly what she was 
willing to pay, and if her offer approximated to justice, it 
would certainly be considered, with every proper feeling, 
by the Government of the United States; that considera- 
tions, however, of much higher importance than money, 
connected with the general relations of the two countries, 
were involved in the adjustment of this question; and in 
enforcement of this view, I took occasion to mention 
(upon the faith of indirect information of the successful 
issue of Mr. McLane’s negotiation) that Great Britain, 
setting a much higher value on the friendship of the Unit- 
ed States than France seems to do, had, in a case involv- 
ing no demand upon her justice, and even at the expense 
of the interests of a large portion of her own subjects, just 
settled the only question we had with her, in a spirit of 
liberal conciliation, and with the enlightened policy of 
drawing closer her friendly relations with us. 

This is but a brief and general outline of the conversa- 
tion with It being frequently interrupted by the 
calls of other persons, and abruptly terminated, at last, by 
the entrance of Mr. Rayneval, the ambassador of France 
at Vienna, I was not able to give it all the development, 
or to pursue it to the extent I wished. The sketch I have 
given you will serve to show the spirit which actuates the 
new Government on this subject, and the difficulties we 
are yet to encounter in its adjustment—difficulties which 
can be overcome only by the continued manifestation of a 
firm and determined purpose on the part of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. ~--—— took occasion several 
times, in the course of the conversation, to say that his 
communication with me was without the knowledge or 
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thought that the time has arrived when I might, without 
impropriety or imprudence, have some conversation with 
the minister himself on this subject, and I have accord. 
ingly addressed a note to him to-day soliciting an inter. 
view. 

You will perceive from the journals accompanying this 
despatch, that there have been recently some disorders in 
Paris, (but no violence, ) arising from associations of me. 
chanics, complaining of various grievances, some real and 
some imaginary, connected with their several branches of 
industry. The Government has wisely felt the necessity 
of acting with moderation and a certain degree of tender. 
ness towards these classes, whose power and patriotism 
were so conspicuously exerted in the late revolution. 
Measures have been taken, which, by the regular and 
peaceful action of the civil authority alone, promise, in 
due time, an entire suppression of these disorders, which 
have indeed already ceased to present any appearance of 
serious commotion. Disorders of a similar character have 
occurred in some of the departments; and at Nismes, for 
a day or two, a sort of religious war between the Catho. 
lics and Protestants raged among its inhabitants, of a cha. 
racter much more alarming, and attended with consequen. 
ces more fatal. All these disorders, however, have been, 
or are beginning to be, es and whatever may be the 
hopes or machinations of discontented spirits, I see nothing 
in the present state of France which threatens any serious 
reaction against the existing order of things. All eyes 
here are turned with anxiety on the troubles in Belgium, 
which, if not speedily composed, may become the germ 
ofa general war in Europe. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 

To the Hon. M. Van Buren, 

Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
Pants, September 18, 1830. 


Str: To my note of the 8th instant, soliciting an inter- 
view with Count Molé, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
[received his answer the same evening, fixing the next 


[No. 45.] 


morning for the interview. I was received by him with 
great politeness, and, after some general conversation of 
little importance, I proceeded to call his attention to the 
subject of our claims. I observed to him that they had 
now become a most important pointin the relations of the 
two countries; that the character and extent of the inju- 
ries we had sustained, and the long delay (under vexatious 
pretexts) of the redress to which we were entitled, had 
very naturally excited a high degree of sensibility in the 
United States; that it was important to the harmony and 
interests of both countries that so unpleasant a discussion 
should be terminated as speedily as possible, and that I 
hoped his earnest and early attention would be given to it. 

He replied that his attention had been already directed 
to it; that he sincerely desired its adjustment upon fair and 
honorable principles, and to cement by all other means 
the friendship between the two Governments, to which 
the late events in France had furnished new motives; that 
there were two distinct questions connected with our 
claims—first, the principle of responsibility, and then the 
amount due; that though he had not yet had an opportu- 
nity of knowing the sentiments of his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment on the subject, he thought the principle would be 
admitted, but that the amount was a very complex ques- 
tion, depending on a great variety of considerations, and 
requiring minute and detailed examination; that he be- 


authority of the minister, and suggested only by his friend- |lieved our claims would encounter much less opposition 


ly sentiments for me and my Government. 


consider his conyersation as entirely unofficial. 


From the | 
situation, however, which he occupies, it is impossible to 


I haye | 


with the Government, (meaning the King and his minis- 
ters,) than with the Chambers; that he had thought of the 
organization of a commission to examine the subject, con- 
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prep’ ng those bodies for an ultimate decision; and that 
he —_ submit the proposition, at an early day, to the 


I remarked to him, that an ex parte commission of the 
kind he suggested was attended with many inconvenien- 
ces, and, from the very nature of its constitution, was ex- 
posed to the bias of one-sided and too narrow views, and 
that, whatever might be its opinion, our rights could not, 
of course, be concluded by it; that I thought it would be 
abetter plan for him, as the appropriate organ of the 
foreign relations of the country, to proceed at once to ex- 
amine and settle with me all the questions connected with 
the subject, which might be done in one of two modes— 
either to fix, by a convention, the principles on which the 
claims were to be settled, and to provide for the organi- 
zation of a mixed commission, which should examine the 
claims in detail, and decide upon them according to the 
principles stipulated, or, otherwise, to agree upon a round 
sum in total discharge of all the claims, which would be a 
more simple, and perhaps in every respect a preferable 
arrangement for both countries; that I was prepared to 
treat with him upon either of these bases; and I terminat- 
ed my remarks by observing, that whatever means might 
be thought best for the attainment of the end which both 
ofus had in view, I hoped the subject would be brought 
toa conclusion with the least delay possible. 

The minister, without seeming to relinquish his idea of 
a French commission, which I apprehend is recommended 
to him chiefly as an expedient to screen himself from re- 
sponsibility, assured me that the settlement of this ques- 
tion was one of the objects of highest interest to his Ma- 
jesty’s Government, and that every exertion should be 
made, on his part, to bring it to an early decision. 

Though I was left by the minister under the impression 
that he would bring our claims under the consideration of 
the council at their next meeting, I learn that no step has 
yet been taken by him in relation to the subject, though 
two councils, at least, have since intervened. There isan 
evident reluctance and timidity, on the part of the Govern- 
ment, in approaching this subject, arising from the pecu- 
niary responsibilities it involves. This reluctance, I fear, 




























lic finances. Great difficulties, and an absolute suspension 
for a time, have been recently experienced (as you will 
perceive from a report made by the ministry to the Cham- 
bers on the 13th instant) in the collection of the imposts, 
and the public funds have been undergoing a progressive 
and rapid depreciation for some days past. . ‘The amount 
oftreasure obtained at Algiers has been greatly exaggerat- 
ed. It will fall considerably short, I learn, of the actual 
expenses of the expedition. In the midst of these embar- 
rassments, there is an importunate cry for economy from 
all quarters, which creates a still further obstacle in the 
way of our claims. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 


































Hon. M. Vaw Buren. 





Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
(No. 46.} Panis, September 29, 1830. 
Sin: I have the honor to enclose the copy of a note I 
ad lressed to Count Molé on the 20th instant, and also of 
his answer. 
Finding that nothing had been done with regard to our 













male by the minister in my conference with him on the 
th instant, and having received an intimation, indeed, 
hata more formal application in writing would be the 
‘ly means of stimulating his attention, and of putting 
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——— 
sisting of members of both Chambers, as the best means of} the subject again into motion, 1 determined to adopt that 


course; a further motive to which was found in the con- 
sideration that it was highly desirable, if possible, to ob- 
tain some authentic indication of the views and feelings 
of the new Government on this question, in time to be 
communicated to the President before the meeting of Con- 
gress. In presenting the subject, I sought to bring for- 
ward those considerations which seemed best suited to 
impress the mind of the minister with the critical import- 
ance of the question, and to appeal most strongly to the 
interests and calculations as well as honorable sentiments 
of the new Government. The answer of the minister, 
though very brief, is evidently cold, cautiously avoiding any 
commitment, and affecting to consider our reclamations 
as the affair of ‘* quelques citoyens,” some citizens only of 
the United States: This impression, derived from the 
communications of their ministers in the United States, 
has taken deep root here; and it will require the unequi- 
vocal exhibition of a firm and determined attitude on the 
part of both the Legislative and Executive branches of 
our Government to convince them that the question is 
really considered, and intended to be pursued, as a na- 
tional one. 

The frequent changes of ministers, which embarrassed 
so much the relations of foreign Powers with the late Go- 
vernment of France, seem destined tocontinue under the 
new. During the last week, it was confidently announc- 
ed, as you will perceive from the journals, that a tho- 
rough change of the present ministry, involving the 
retreat of a majority of its members, and among them the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, was about to take place. It 
is certain that a serious division had occurred in the cabi- 
net with regard to the measures to be taken for the re- 
straint or suppression of the popular societies recently 
formed in Paris; and for several days it was believed by 
the ministers themselves that the formation of a new cabi- 
net would be indispensable. The difficulty, however, 
was adjusted; and the question of a change of ministry 
has been adjourned for the present. 

The internal condition of France, at the present mo- 
ment, presents the aspect of general order and tranquilli- 
ty. Her foreign relations, however, must, in all proba- 


is not likely to be diminished by the condition of the pub- | bility, be soon disturbed. The troubles in Belgium have 


terminated, as you will perceive from the journals ac- 
companying this despatch, in a state of open war between 
the King and his Belgian subjects. The Government of 
France has pledged itself not to intervene in this quarrel 
so long as other Powers shall abstain from interference. 
But the interests of other Powers in maintaining the con- 
solidation of Belgium with Holland, and the treaty en- 
gagements by which some of them are bound to that 
object, seem to preclude the expectation of an acquies- 
cence, on their part, in the success which is likely to at- 
tend the Belgian insurrection, if the parties are left to 
themselves. The events passing in that quarter, com- 
bined with other elements of discord, will render it a 
matter of extreme difficulty, if, indeed, it be possible at 
all to preserve the peace of Europe. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. M. Van Burney, 
Secretary of State. 





Pants, September 20, 1830. 
Monstzur te Compre: The subject to which I had 


chims, notwithstanding the assurances and professions|the honor of calling your attention in the interview 


with which your excellency favored me on the 9th in- 


stant, so deeply affects the friendly relations of France 
and the United States, that your excellency will, I am 
persuaded, find, in my solicituce to preserve those rela- 
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tions from interruption, a sufficient and excusable motive 
for again inviting your attention to it. 

The reclamations of the Government of the United 
States are for injuries of the most aggravated character, 
committed in violation, alike, of the acknowledged law 
of nations, and of the positive stipulations of treaties. 
These injuries preduced, at the time, a state of the rela- 
tions between the two countries which must have eventu- 
ated in the last appeal of nations, but for the final revo- 
cation, by the Government of France, of the orders and 
decrees under the authority of which the wrongs in ques- 
tion had been committed. 

Since that period, the Government of the United 
States has not ceased to demand, with a firm but friendly 
spirit, the indemnities due for the wrongs it had sustain- 
ed, and always with a‘hope (authorized by the declara- 
tions of the French Government) of ultimate redress. 
That redress, however, has continued to be postponed 
from time to time; and, though the delay was patiently 
acquiesced in for a long period, from considerations, 
among which a friendly and sincere sympathy with France 
in her vicissitudes was always the most influential, yet the 
time was at length come when, in the opinion of the Go- 
vernment of the United States, it was alike inconsistent 
with the dignity of both Governments that so important 
a question should remain longer unsettled. 

My efforts, therefore, by the instructions of my Govern- 
ment, have been unceasingly exerted, since my arrival in 
France, to bring the question to a definitive conclusion. 
Your excellency will find, upon a reference to the corre- 
spondence between the late Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and myself, that, after a protracted discussion, and the 
intervention of many delays, he had finally promised to 
send me the projet of an arrangement. I was in daily 
expectation of that projet, as your excellency will per- 
ceive from my letter of the 23d July, when the events 
which soon after occurred, overthrew the Government 
of which the minister was the organ. 

It is presumed that, with the loyal and enlightened po- 
licy which actuates his Majesty’s Government, there can 
he no longer any difficulty on the subject. If the doc- 
trines professed by the late Government in regard to the 
origin and tenure of its power might have given, in the 
eyes of any one, a color of plausibility to its attempt to 
qualify its responsibility for the acts of the Government 
which preceded it, it is confidently believed that the prin- 
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sibility which exists in the United States on this subject 
and will, doubtless, think it inconsistent with a wise re. 
gard to the harmony of the two countries (which the 
Government of the United States, on its part, has shown 
so sincere a desire to preserve and cultivate) to leave any 
longer open so unpleasant a source of controversy. =~ 

As the Congress of the United States will again assem. 
ble on the first Monday in December, when a development 
of the foreign relations of the country is always expected 
of the President, it is much to be desired that he could be 
enabled to communicate to them, at that time, the fing! 
and honorable adjustment of this subject, which, while it 
would be the means of a cordial renewal and progressive 
amelioration of the friendly relations between the two 
Governments, would be, at the same time, a pledge to al] 
nations of the spirit of justice and political morality which 
it was the determination of his Majesty’s Government to 
carry into all its proceedings. 

I pray your excellency to accept the assurances of the 
distinguished consideration with which I have the honor 
to be, your excellency’s most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 

To his exc’y Comte Mote, 

Minister, See’y of State for Foreign Affairs. 


Pants, le 25 Septembre, 1830. 


Mowstevur: J’ai recu la note que vous m’avez fait l’hon- 
neur de m’adresser, le 20 de ce mois, relativement aur 
réclamations de quelques citoyens des Etats Unis contre 
la France, et de la négociation entamée a ce sujet entre 
vous et le Gouvernement précédent. 

Je vais m’empresser, Monsicur, de rendre compte au 
Roi de objet et de l’état de cette négociation, et des que 
S. M. m’aura fait connaitre ses intentions sur la suite qu'il 
convient d’y donner, j’aurai l’honneur de vous écrire de 
nouveau. 

Agréez, Monsicur, l’assurance de la haute considération 
avec laquelle j’ai ’honneur d’etre votre tres humble et 
tres obéissant serviteur. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, 
MOLE 
A Monsieur Rives, 
Ministre des Etats Unis. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 


ciples consecrated by the late memorable events, and| 


upon which his Majesty’s Government has justly express- 
ed its pride in reposing, must, in future, preclude the 
possibility of any question on that point. 

While this consideration, combined with the frank and 
elevated character of his Majesty’s Government, forbids 
all doubt of its disposition to do justice to the reclamations 
of the United States, your excellency will permit me to 
remark, that the delays and evasions which have hereto- 
fore taken place, have seriously disturbed the friendly re- 
lations between the two countries; and that it is much to 
be desired, for the sake of a cordial and sincere re-esta- 
blishment of those relations, that the justice so long delay- 
ed should be now promptly and frankly rendered. When 
your excellency shall review the numerous postponements 
to which the reclamations of the United States have been 
subjected, and the unsatisfactory character of the motives 
alleged for those postponements; when your excellency, 
moreover, reflects that the claims of all other Powers, in- 
cluding those even of the pirate recently chastised and ex- 
pelled by the arms of France, have been welcomed and 
discharged, while justice has been withheld from the 
United States only, and that all the objections heretofore 
alleged against our claims have resolved themselves into 
the ungracious reproach that we were not among the ene- 
mies of France; when these things are considered, your 
excellency will not be surprised at the high degree of sen- 


[No. 49.] Panis, October 19, 1830. 


Sir: The note of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, of the 
25th ultimo, was of so unsatisfactory a character, that! 
thought it expedient he should be apprised of the light in 
which it was viewed by me. Thinking it best, however, 
that a communication of that sort should reach him indi- 
rectly, I sought an opportunity of conversing with —— 
and » both of whom are in familiar relations with 
the minister, in the design that they should communicate 
to him what I said to them. 

I remarked to them that I thought we had a right to 
expect, from the frankness and loyalty of the new Gover- 
ment of France, as well as from the verbal declarations of 
the minister to me, a very different reception of our claims 
than that given by his note; that the object of the com- 
munication I had addressed to the minister was to obtain, 
at least, some such expressions of the opinions and di 
positions of the new Government as would enable t 
President to inform Congress what prospect there now 
was of adjusting this long pending controversy; that, s0 
far as any indication was given by the note, it seemed ‘0 
me to be unfavorable; and that, unless something more 
explicit should be sent to me very soon, the President, 
while announcing the amicable settlement of our diffe: 
ences with all other Powers, with England, Denmark, Sc- 
&c. would be compelled to say that our differences witly 
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France alone remained unadjusted, and that the new Go- 
yernment had evinced less disposition to do justice than 
its predecessor, with whom the subject was believed to 
be in atrain of early adjustment. 

I added some other remarks in the same spirit, hoping 
that the communication of them to the minister would sti- 
mulate him to act with more of promptitude and decision. 
After waiting the effect of this indirect communication 
for some days, I determined to ask an interview with him 
myself, as the period was approaching when the last op- 
portunity, upon which any reliance could be placed, of 
sending a despatch in time for the opening of Congress, | 
would have passed with the packet of the 20th of this 
month. On the 10th instant, therefore, I addressed him 
anote requesting an interview, his answer to which gave 
an appointment somewhat late, (for the 15th,) with the 
express design, in all probability, of being then able to 
communicate to me that something had been done. 

When I arrived at the Foreign Office, at the hour he 
had indicated, he had not yet returned from a council of 
ministers held that day under the presidency of the King. 
He, however, very soon returned; and the moment I was 
introduced into his room, he presented me a paper, which 
he said was the report he had that day made to the King 
in council on our affairs, and which had been approved 
and signed by the King. He invited me to read the con- 
clusion of the report, which recommended the resump- 
tion of the negotiation with me, and proposed, as a first | 
step, the formation of a commission, consisting of mem- 
bers of both Chambers, to consider and report their opi- 
nions on the respective claims of the two Governments. 

The business of this commission, as traced in the con- 
clusion of the report, is— 

ist. To examine the American reclamations as present- 
ed in my projet of a treaty; and to say which of the 
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classes of reclamations ‘mentioned in ‘that "projet may be 


“admitted to an examination, and, if need be, to liqui- 
dation.” 










reclamations of France, specifying particularly claims for 
supplies, (alluding, I presume, to the Beaumarchais affair; ) 
the case of a French privateer burnt by a mob at Savan- 
nah, in the autumn of 1811; claims of French subjects to 
lands in Louisiana,derived under the French Government, 
but which have been since superseded by grants from the 
United States; and the claim under the eighth article of 
the Louisiana treaty. 

sd. To consider, if this claim should be withdrawn, 
what compensation the Government of the United States 
ought to make for it; and jf in the form of a reduction of 










what extent that reduction should be made. 





claims admitted. 










well founded, and others not so. 

In all probability, the distinction heretofore taken, be- 
tween the cases of sequestration and those of condemna- 
tion, is again insisted on. You will observe, also, that 
some French claims, never before mentioned in connex- 
ion with this negotiation, are now brought forward. The 
land claims referred to, I learn, are principally some de- 
rived under an ancient grant of the French Government 
tothe celebrated author of the Mississippi scheme, John 
Law, and have been heretofore presented to the conside- 
tation of Congress. In what name they were presented 
toCongress, I have not been able to learn. The principal 
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mont. In one or other of these names, probably, the 
land claims, heretofore alluded to, have been presented 
to Congress. It is also possible that some ramifications of 
the land claims which have been so long under the consi- 
deration of Congress, in the names of the Marquis de 
Maison Rouge and of Baron Bastrop, may be intended to 
be embraced. It seems to me, however, that no claims 
of this character have any affinity with the present nego- 
tiation, or can be made the subject of diplomatic arrange- 
ment. 

The other additional claim now brought forward has an 
aspect of somewhat more plausibility, and will be the 
more difficult to get rid of, in consequence of having the 
sanction of a recent report in the Chamber of Deputies, 
which, at the same time, manifests a friendly spirit to- 
wards our reclamations. I send you, herewith, a copy of 
that report in the Moniteur of the 15th of September. It 
would be desirable for me to have the President’s instruc- 
tions in regard to these claims, with as little delay as pos- 
sible. I presume that all of them are not intended to be 
individually insisted on. Some of them are, perhaps, 
brought forward more as the means of procuring an 
abatement of the amount to be paid to citizens of the 


| United States, than with a view toa special satisfaction of 


the claims themselves. ‘The most natural termination of 
a negotiation like the present, is a transaction en bloc; 
and it is most probably that which the French Govern- 
ment now has in contemplation. With a view to that re- 
sult, it would be very desirable for me to have some indi- 
cation of the lowest amount that the American claimants 
would be satisfied to accept. In fixing that amount, the 
staleness of the claims, the difficulties inseparable from 
their adjustment, the uncertain state of things here, the 
financial embarrassmeuts of the country, (there having 
been, as you will perceive from the journals, a falling off 
of ten millions of francs in the revenue of the last month, 
besides the universal derangement of credit and com- 
merce,) all these considerations should have their proper 


2d. To examine and report upon, in like manner, the| weight. 


Count Molé, after having communicated to me the con- 
clusions of his report, and mentioning, as an evidence of 
the anxious desire of his Majesty’s Government to arrange 
this question with the United States, that the council had 
unanimously consented, when he presented his report, to 
give it priority, in their deliberations, over several other 
subjects of great importance, informed me of the names 
of the persons who would compose the commission. They 
are, Vicomte Lainé, Benjamin Dellessert, Monsieur Bes- 
say, G. W. Lafayette, and Monsieur Pichon. The first is 
a distinguished member of the Chamber of Peers, and all 


duties on the productions of France, for what time and to|the others are members of the Chamber of Deputies, with 
And, lastly, | 
toadvise what method should be adopted to liquidate the chargé d’affaires in the United States. In the composition 
lof this commission, if I have not been misinformed as to 
The minister having given me leave to read the con-|the characters and dispositions of its members, there seems 
clusion of the report only, I did not see what were the/to be a pledge of a determination to do something on the 
particular views presented in the previous part of it; but] subject of our claims. 
infer from the conclusion of it that a discrimination was| 
made among our claims, some of them being considered] minister should address me a letter, to be communicated 


the exception of Monsieur Pichon, who was formerly 


In the close of our interview, it was agreed that the 


to my Government with this despatch, and in time to go 


by the packet of the 20th instant, in order to reach Wash- 
jington before the meeting of Congress. 


That letter has 
not yet been received, though I have kept back this 
despatch a day later than the usual time of sending off my 
despatches for Havre, in order to be accompanied by it. 
This delay has excited a good deal of surprise in my mind 
after what passed between the minister and myself. The 
| letter is promised to-day certainly, in time to go by esta- 
fette with this communication, which will be retained to 
the latest moment practicable, to be accompanied by the 
promised letter, if it should be received. 





heirs of Law, I understand, are the family of Marshal 
Lawriston, and their agent is said tobe a Mr. D’Autre- 


I have the honor to be, &c. Ww. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. M. Van Buren, Secretary of State. 
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‘Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
(No. 50.] Panis, October 20, 1830. 


Srr: I have now the honor to enclose you a copy of the 
expected letter from the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 1 
retained my despatch yesterday to the latest moment 
which the arrangement of the mail admitted, in the hope 
that the letter would arrive in time to accompany it. Being 
again disappointed, I went to the Office of Foreign Affairs, 
as I had done the day before, to urge the importance of 
transmitting the letter without delay; but, in the moment 
of arriving there, I found a messenger charged with it, 
and just leaving the office to bring it to me. The delay, 
it seems, had arisen from the circumstance that the draught 
of the letter made in the bureau of the director, not be- 
ing found satisfactory, the minister determined to write it 
himself; but his time having been very much occupied in 
council, to which some agitations in Paris, for the last three 
or four days, had furnished occasion for important delibe- 
rations, he had not been able to prepare it earlier. As a 
declaration of the dispositions and intentions of the new 
Government on the subject of the claims, and as an ex- 
press recognition of the principle of them, itseems to be 
fair, manly, and candid; and if the proceedings of detail 
which are to follow should be in the same spirit, we may 
look forward to an amicable termination of this unpleasant 
controversy. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, your most 
obedient servant, 

W.C. RIVES: 

To the Hon. M. Van Buren, 

Secretary of State. 


[TRANSLATION. } 
Paris, October 19, 1830. 


Monsrevr: I hasten to announce to you that the King, 
wishing to bring to a conclusion, as soon as possible, the 
negotiation commenced between you and the late Govern- 
ment on the subject of the private reclamations which in- 
terest the two countries, has just named a special commis- 
sion charged to examine all these reclamations, and to lay 
down the basis of a projet of treaty, which will become 
the object of a communication I shall have the honor to 
make to you as soon as it shall be finished. Admitting the 
principle which is the basis of the reclamations, the French 
Government has wished that all the claims to which it may 
be applicable should be carefully examined, and the work 
of the commission cannot but tend to abridge delays, and 
to accelerate the conclusion of an arrangement equally 
desirable for both countries, and proper to draw closer 
the bonds of friendship and good understanding which al- 
ready exist between them. 

Accept, Monsieur, the assurances of my high consider- 
ation. , 

MOLE. 

Monsieur Rrves, 

Minister of the United States. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 

{No. 51.] Panis, November 8, 1830. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive, on the Ist instant, 
your despatch No. 17, under date of the 27th September, 
accompanied with a letter from the President to the 
King of the French, accrediting me as envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States 
near his Majesty. I immediately put the Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs in possession of a copy of the letter, and re- 
quested him to ascertain and inform me when it would be 
the pleasure of the King to grant me an audience for the 
purpose of delivering the original. The minister sent me 
a note the next day, informing me that the King would 
rec¢ive me on the following day, the 3d instant. 
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The King received me in a very cordial and flattering 
manner. In replying to the brief address I made him, jn 
conformity to usage and the instructions of the President, 
he repeated, with much warmth, the friendly sentiments 
he had heretofore expressed to me for the United States, 
said he had been much moved by the accounts of the ep. 
thusiastic welcome we had given to the late revolution 
which had brought him to the throne, and that he had 
nothing more at heart than to cherish the most friendly 
relations with the Government of the United States, of 
which he desired me to give the President the most ex. 
plicit assurances. 

In the course of the address I made to the King, 
thought it would be well to make an allusion to the un. 
settled differences between the two countries, with the 
view of eliciting a renewed expression of his feelings and 
intentions on that subject, since it had been brought more 
particularly under his consideration. I therefore remark. 
ed, that the United States, desiring more than ever to 
cultivate a cordial friendship with France, on account of 
the esteem they had always cherished for his Majesty's 
personal virtues, it was with particular satisfaction that the 
President saw, in those distinguished attributes, a certain 
guaranty that the only circumstance which could prevent 
or impair that friendship would be now speedily extin- 
guished by his Majesty’s enlightened sense of justice. 
The King took up the allusion with great frankness: he 
said he had told me, immediately after his accession, that 
every thing should be done on his part to settle those dif- 
ferences satisfactorily; that, accordingly, among the first 
acts of his Government, had been the adoption of such mea- 
sures as seemed to him best calculated to lead to a speedy 
and just result; that they should be pursued with earnest- 
ness and good faith; that it was true our reclamations 
would impose an inconvenient burden upon his Govern- 
ment in the present embarrassed state of its finances; but, 
nevertheless, justice ought, and, so far as depended on 
him, should be done. 

The dispositions of the King, as well with regard to 
this subject as the general relations between the two coun- 
tries, are every thing we could desire. The difficulty 
exists in the extreme reluctance of the nation to pay any 
more indemnities, and the necessity which the Govern- 
ment feels itself under of consulting the representatives 
of the nation, and of securing their approbation to any 
arrangement which may be ultimately concluded. The 
commission, of the formation of which I have already ap- 
prised you, has grown entirely out ofthis feeling. __ 

I have, of course, had no direct or formal communica- 
tions with it; but my personal relations with several of 
its members, particularly —-» and ————, have 
enabled me to learn something of their proceedings, as 
well as to supply information, from time to time, which 
seemed necessary to a proper elucidation of the subjects 
of their investigation. Some of the members of the com- 
mission, I apprehend, are very strongly opposed to our 
claims, and even those who are more favorably disposed 
give back before the pecuniary operation, and evince 4 
desire either to protract the adjustment, or to make a great 
reduction in the amount of the claims. They are unani- 
mous, I learn, in the opinion that the French construction 
of the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty is correct. 
Even ———, with the favorable sentiments he might be 
supposed to entertain in regard to the American side of 
the question, tells me that he cannot view that article in 
any other — than as securing to France a special ad- 
vantage, and that, according to our construction, there 
would be nothing special in it. I can hardly suppose, 
however, that they will be disposed to make of thisarticle ] 
a complete bar to our claims. 

A week or two more will, in all probability, elapse be- 
fore they will make their report to the minister. I shall 
continue to avail myself of every opportunity of explana- 
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tion and candid representation to those members of the 
commission with whom I have personal relations, to lead 
them to a just conclusion, without, however, entering into 
such formal communications as might seem to make us a 
party before the commission, or afford a color for pre- 
tending that we ought to acquiesce in the result of a pro- 
ceeding completely unilateral and ex parte. 

Another impediment to the progress of our claims has 
recently occurred in the change of ministers, of which, 
with its causes and attendant circumstances, you will see 
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jthe object of their inquiries. ‘The application was ad- 
| dressed to the Department of Foreign Affairs during the 
short ministry of Marshal Maison, but, it seems, was not 
then acted on. It was not until after my first interview 
with the present minister that it was taken up; and the 
documents called for being then considered as not perti- 
nent or necessary to the inquiries with which the com- 
mission was charged, a letter to that effect was addressed 
by the minister to the president of the commission. 

Among the pieces of information which the commission 


a full account in the journals accompanying this despatch. | had called for, they had requested the minister, it seems, 


After a series of abortive deliberations, which held all | to obtain from mea list of our claims, arranged into classes 
France in painful suspense for more than a week, the mi-/ corresponding with those indicated in my projet of atreaty. 
nistry was new-modelled by the following changes: Mons. | The minister replied to them, that, as they were required 
Lafitte, late President of the Chamber of Deputies, suc-|to express their opinion on the validity of the several 
ceeds Baron Louis as Minister of Finance, with the su-| classes of claims, in principle only, it could not be im- 
peradded character of President of the Council; Count} portant to them, in that view, to know the number or 
Montalivet takes the place of Monsieur Guizot as Miaister| amount of the claims comprehended in each class, nor 
of the Interior; Marshal Maison that of Count Molé as/would it be proper for him to apply to me for such a 
Minister of Foreign Affairs; and Monsieur Mérilhou that} statement. In a meeting of the commission, however, 
of the Duke de Broglie as Minister of Public Instruction; | which was convoked shortly after the receipt of the letter 
General Sebastiani, Marshal Gerard, and Monsieur Du-/addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the pre- 
pont de ’Eure, members of the late ministry, retain their | sident of the commission, it was determined that an inoffi- 
places in the new, as Minister of the Marine, Minister of | cial application should be made to me by one of their own 
War, and Minister of Justice, respectively. The change | members, for such statements of our claims as I might be 
is supposed to be in favor of liberalism, and a more rapid | able to present, and should not be indisposed to commu- 
development of the consequences of the late revolution, | nicate. This application was made to me, on behalf of 
though I doubt much whether it will be followed by any | the commission, by As the commission 
marked alteration in either the internal or foreign policy | was charged, among other things, with suggesting ‘‘ the 
of the Government. | basis of a treaty,” and as they, as wellas the minister, had 
The change of Minister of Foreign Affairs will, at least, | evidently in view a transaction en bloc, I thought it desira- 
throw us back in regard tu the claims, if it should be at-| ble that they should possess as full a view as could be 
tended with no worse consequence to them. Count Molé| presented of the amount of our claims, (of which I had 
was beginning to make himself well acquainted with them, | reason to apprehend that they had not yet had an ade- 
and had given evidences of a disposition to act upon the | quate idea,) and I did not hesitate, therefore, to comply 
subject in a spirit of good faith and conciliation which pro-| with their request. We therefore compiled, from the 
mised a good result. Supposing dispositions equally {a-| materials in the office of the legation, and chiefly from 
vorable in the new minister, of which I have yet had no|the schedules communicated to Congress fromthe De- 
opportunity of judging, not having been so fortunate as| partment of State, a tabular statement of the claims, 
to see, him, when I called, a few days ago, to converse| (without any particular classification of them, however, ) 
with him, some time must necessarily elapse before he framed in such a manner as I thought best calculated to 
can, with the abundant occupation which European af-|answer the purpose in view, which was sent to - 
fairs now give him, make himself master of so complex a} » with a note, of which a copy is herewith en- 
subject, with which, I presume, he has been heretofore | closed. 
entirely unacquainted. | inmy communication with the members of the com- 
The speech of the King of England produced great! mission, as well as with the minister, I have not ceased to 
sensation here, and gave rise to much variety of interpre-| urge all the important considerations which call for the 
tation, Its tone seems to me to be decidedly opposed to| speedy settlement of this question. The state of feeling 
that principle of non-interference with the internal affairs | existing here at present, however, has imposed upon me 
of other countries which France had laid down as the new|the necessity of preserving as muchjdelicacy in the man- 
public law of Europe. The Government of France, how-| ner of my importunities as the subject admitted. Insinu- 
ever, in its great desire to preserve peace, (which the| ations have reached me, repeatedly, that the pressure of 
King tuld me was the most anxious wish of his heart,)|our claims at the present moment, when the finances of 
seems content to put a different construction upon it; and, | France were so much embarrassed, and when her safety 
with the continuance of these strong pacific dispositions} was so seriously threatened by enemies within and with- 
on its part, war may yet be avoided, though not without| out, was not reconcilable with the sympathy we had pro- 
great difficulty. fessed in the revolution she had just accomplished, or 
[have the honor, herewith, to return the blank sent} with a proper sensibility to the services she had ren- 
with your despatch of the 27th September, and remain, | dered us in our own revolutionary struggle. Objections 
with great respect, your most obedient and most humble | of this character have been encountered in quarters where 
servant, there might have been the least reason to apprehend 
them. 

In the conversations I have had with the members of the 
commission, these sentiments have been several times 
manifested, and by none more frequently than by ° 

. e ‘class habitual remark to me is, that ** the present mo- 
Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. ment is not well chosen for the settlement of this business.” 

[No. 55.] Panis, December 18, 1830. | After reminding him that a delay of twenty years had 
Sin: I am not yet enabled to communicate to you the already taken place, and that the late Government was on 
close of the labors of the commission charged with the in-| the point of doing us justice when its existence was ter- 
vestigation of the claims. In my last despatch, I men-| minated by the revolution, I have said to him that we 
tioned that the commission had called for additional docu-| thought we had a right to expect dispositions at least 
ments which they supposed would be useful in fulfilling | equally just from the present Government; and that it was, 
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W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. M. Van Borex, 


Secretary of State. 
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in fact, the interest of France, no less than of the United 
States, that a question which, so long as it should remain 
unsettled, must be a source of heart-burnings and dis- 
content, should be now definitively adjusted, and that 
nothing should remain to obstruct the full exercise of those 
friendly feelings which the two nations cherish for each 
other. 

These and similar considerations have, I flatter myself, 
had their proper influence on all to whom I have had oc- 
casion to address them, and the matter is now in a train 
which cannot fail, I hope, to lead to an adjustment. My 
hopes of this are materially strengthened by the recent 
designation by the commission of to examine the 
documents referred to them, and to prepare their report. 
This work had been expected of their president, > 
whose general sentiments towards the United States, as 
well as his particular dispositions on the subject of the 
claims, are, Lhave reason to believe, far from being favor- 
able. 

I have not thought it necessary to have an official in- 
terview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs since my 
last despatch, though I have had several conversations 
with him in occasional meetings in society. Nothing, how- 
ever, of sufficient importance, has passed in those con- 
versations to merit special communication, as he seems to 
feel himself bound to await the report of the commission. 

At this moment, an intense anxiety occupies all minds 
here in regard to the trial of the ex-ministers, which is 
now going on, not only on account of its particular result, 
but the effect which that result may have on the popular 
feeling. It is to be hoped that all will pass well, though 
it cannot be disguised that there is great inquietude. A 
few days more will terminate this painful suspense, as it 


is understood that the court of peers will certainly pro- | 


nounce their judgment by the 25th of this month. 

The journals which accompany this despatch will inform 
you of the important events which have recently occur- 
red in Poland. Very few details have reached Paris, but 
enough is known to give them a character of great gra- 
vity, and to cause their further progress to be looked to 
as likely to have a most important influence on the gene- 
ral state of Europe. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No. 19, under date of the 18th October last; and 
remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 

To the Hon. M. Van Buren, Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 

[No. 60.] Panis, January 18, 1831. 

Sin: I had the honor to receive, a week or two ago, 
your despatch No. 2i, enclosing two autograph letters 
from the President to the King of the French, in arswer 
to letters received from his Majesty, announcing, respec- 
tively, his accession to the throne, and the death of his 
uncle the Duke of Bourbon. I solicited, through the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, an audience of the King, for 
the purpose of presenting these letters, which was grant- 
ed on the 14th instant. 

[ thought the occasion might be usefully and properly 


embraced, to express to the King the sentiments of per- | 


sonal respect and esteem entertained by the President 
towards him, and the especial reliance which the President 


placed on the virtuous and distinguished qualities of his | 


Majesty, to bring to a speedy and happy termination the 
differences between the two countries. I remarked to his 
Majesty that the President felt persuaded that there were 
no two countries which, in the natural state of their rela- 
tions, had more motives to cultivate a cordial good under- 
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and affectionate recollection which were every wivere 
cherished towards him in the United States; and, in pro. 
portion as the President sincerely participated in these 
sentiments, he ardently desired that every germ of dis. 
content which might disturb the future harmony of the 
two Governments should be eradicated from their rela. 
tions as speedily as possible. 

The King, in reply to these remarks, reiterated the sen 
timents he had heretofore expressed to me, and referred 
to the measures he had taken with a view te bring the 
differences between the two countries to a conclusion, 
He said he was sorry that the President could not have 
felt himself authorized, in his message, to assure Congress 
that every thing had been done with that view which could 
have been done; and then asked me if the commission 
was not *¢ in activity;”? to which inquiry, deeming it best 
to respond in an indefinite manner, the King proceeded 
to say that, since reading the President’s message, he had 
** remonstrated” against all unnecessary delays in the 
prosecution of the business, and assuring me that every 
thing should be done on his part to bring it to the ear- 
liest termination, notwithstanding the disastrous state of 
their finances. He concluded the interview by requesting 
me to thank the President for the handsome things he had 
said of their revolution in his message, and for the friendly 
sentiments towards himself which had just been expressed 
by me in the name of the President. 

The day after my audience with the King, I received a 
note from » a copy of which is enclosed, and 
which, in the pressure he mentions as being made upon 
him by the minister, seems to furnish some proof of the ‘‘re- 

| monstrances” of the King. In the evening of the same 
| day that I received *s note, I had a conversation, 
| also, with the minister, in which he assured me thiat the 
commission was actively prosecuting its labors, and as 
|soon as its report was made, he would enter upon the 
subject with me, in the sincere wish to bring it to an early 
and friendly conclusion. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, . 
WwW. C. RIVES 
To the Hon, M. Van Buren, 
Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Pan Buren. 


[No. 61.] Paris, January 28, 1831 
Srr: Not having yet received a new full power, and as 
}the want of such a one, adapted to the change of Go- 
vernment here, might give rise to difficulties or delays in 
the conclusion of an arrangement by treaty, more parti- 
cularly if special commissioners should be appointed to 
treat with me, as it is possible, after the presentation of 
the report of the commission, there may be, I beg leave 
to recall this circumstance to your recollection. _ It is de- 
sirable that the new ‘‘ full power” should be as compre: 
hensive as the one furnished me on my departure from 
the United States, and that it should be sent to me with 
the least possible delay. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. M. Vaw Buren, 
Secretary of State. 


P. S. The authority contained in the ‘* full power” with 
which I was furnished on my departure from the United 
States, is of the following tenor: ‘* For and in the name 
of the United States, to meet and confer with any per- 
son or persons authorized by his Most Christian Majesty, 





standing with each other than France and the United 
States—motives, the force of which had been increased 
by his Majesty’s accession, and by the sentiments of esteem 


being furnished with like power and authority, and with 
him or them to agree, treat, consult, and negotiate of and 
concerning the claims to indemnity of citizens of the 
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United States on the Government of France, or of sub- 
jects of France on the Government of the United States, 
and concerning the general commerce between the United 
States and France, and its dominions or dependencies, 
and of all matters and subjects connected therewith, 
which may be interesting to the two nations; and to con- 
clude and sign a treaty or treaties,” &c. &c. 


Mr. Rives te Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 62.] Panis, February 8, 1831. 

Sir: Being convinced, from my communications with 
———, that tiie researches in which he was engaged, and 
the views he was preparing to present of our claims, 
were of much importance, and calculated to enforce upon 
his Government, both in point of justice and policy, the 
obligation of discharging them, I thought it best, during 
the progress of his labors, to abstain from any measure 
which might injuriously precipitate the presentation of 
his report; intending, so soon as he should be ready to 
make his report to the commission, to review my pressure 
upon the minister, with a view to accelerate the action of 
the commission when the work of ——— should be before 
them. 

On the 30th ult., I learnt from that his report 
was nearly finished, of which he had given notice to the 
president of the commission, and that the commission 
had been, in consequence, convoked for the first day of} 
this month to receive it. On the following day, there-| 
fore, I addressed a note to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, | 
of which a copy is enclosed, and in which, as you will| 
perceive, | urged upon him with earnestness the neces- 
sity of advancing towards a final adjustment of the 
subject. 

Having received no answer to this note, I went yester- 
day to the Department of Foreign Affairs, for the pur- 
pose of inquiring of Baron Deffandis, the directeur, whe- 
ther my note had been received, and to make use of the 
occasion to present such observations as I might think| 
best calculated to awaken the attention, and stimulate the | 
speed of the department. Baron Deffandis being de-| 
tained from his bureau by sickness, I asked to see the 
sous-directeur, who informed me that an answer to my 
note had been drawn in the bureau several days ago, but 
that the minister had been so much occupied with other 
pressing affairs that he hac not signed it. The purport 
of the answer, he told me, was to inform me that the 
commission had not yet made their report, that they were 
now busily engaged in preparing it, and as soon as it was 
presented to the minister, as it was expected to be ina 
very short time, he would enter into a communication 
with me on the subject. 

1 remarked to the sous-directeur that great and very 
unexpected delay had already taken place; that the back- 
wardness of the new Government of France in the adjust- 
ment of claims for which its responsibility could no longer 
be denied, had created much disappointment in the 
United States, and was calculated to have a very preju- 
dicial influence on the relations of the two countries; and 
that, however much the attention of the minister might| 
be occupied with other affairs, there was no object which} 
more nearly concerned the true interests of France, than | 
to conciliate, by an act of justice, the United States, 
whose commerce at all times, and whose friendship in 
the event of war, were resources of such incalculable 
value to her. The sous-directeur told me that he should 
see the minister in the evening; that he would communi- 
cate to him the observations I had made, and suggest to 
him to address a note to the president of the commission, 
urging the necessity of their making their report as 
speedily as possible. I have the honor to be, &c. 

Ww. C. RIVES. 

To the Hon. M. Vay Buren, Secrelary of State. 
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Panis, January 31, 1831. 
The undersigned, presuming that ample time has been 
afforded for a full examination of the reclamations of the 
Government of the United States on behalf of its citizens, 
to which the undersigned has had the honor of earnestl 
calling the attention of his excellency Count Sebastiani, 
and the final adjustment of which it is so important to the 
harmony and good understanding of the two Governments 
should be no longer delayed, requests the honor of a con- 
ference with his excellency on that subject at as early a 
day as may suit his convenience. 
He prays his excellency to accept the renewed assur- 
ances of his distinguished consideration. 
W. C. R. 
To his excellency Count Srnastrant, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 63.] Panis, February 18, 1831. 

Sir: 1 have now the honor to enclose a copy of the an- 
swer of the Minister of Foreign Affairs (received the day 
after the date of my despatch) to the note i addressed to 
him on the 31st ultimo. 

The commission have not yet made their report to the 
minister. They were to have met on Monday, the 14th 
instant, for the purpose of resuming their deliberations 
on ——’s report; but one ortwo of the members be- 
ing absent, in consequence of the agitations which took 
place here on that day, those who attended did nothing, 
and adjourned the meeting to Monday, the 21st. 

From what I have been able to learn of ——~’s re- 
port, it is favorable throughout to the principle of our 
claims. It excludes, however, the claims of American 
citizens in the nature of debt, or of supplies, as being 
alien to the general scope of the controversy between the 
two Governments, and also American claims of every de- 
scription originating previous to the date of the Louisiana 
arrangement in 1803, which has been invariably alleged 
by this Government to be in full satisfaction of all claims 
then existing. It also assumes the original cost of the 
shipments, and not their enhanced value, actual or specu- 
lative, in the markets of Europe, to be the fair average 
measure of compensation in a political transaction like 
the one in view. It sets, I understand, in a strong light, 
the atrocious character of the acts of the Imperial Go- 
vernment towards the United States, and enforces the ob- 
ligation of the Government of France to indemnify our 
citizens for the wrongs they sustained by those acts, whe- 
ther committed under the sanction of the Berlin and Milan 
decrees, or by virtue of other orders and proceedings less 
formal and regular in their character. On these points, 
however, it does not, I hear, meet with a thorough ac- 
quiescence on the part of all the members of the com- 
mission. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W.C.RIVES. 
To the Hon. Martis Van Buren, 
Secretary of State. 


[TRANSLATION. | 
Panis, February 6, 1831. 

Srr: I have received the note which you did me the 
honor to address to me yesterday, and in which you ex- 
press a (lesire to have an interview with me on the sub- 
ject of the claims which you are charged to urge near the 
Government of the King. 

t shall always be very ready, sir, to confer with you 
|upon this important subject; but the commission to which 
the care of examining it has been confided, has not yet 
terminated its labors. 
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It was only within the last few days that the commis- 
sion was to have heard its reporter; and its opinion will, 
without doubt, be soon addressed to me. It is only after 
having received that opinion that J shall be naturally able 
to form my own opinion on the subject in question, and to 
confer upon it with you in a manner calculated to bring 
the negotiation to the final adjustment which the two Go- 
vernments have mutually so much at heart. 

As soon as the communication, which I expect, shall 
have been received, I will hasten to inform you of it, and 
to indicate the day and hour for a conference. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great consideration, sir, 
Your most humble and obedient servant, 
HORACE SEBASTIANI. 
To Mr. Rives, 
Minister of the United States. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren, 


{No. 64.] Panis, March 10, 1831. 


Sim: Having recently obtained a copy of the enclosed 
document, it has appeared to me to be of so much import- 
ance, particularly for the light it sheds on the real state 
of my negotiations with the late Government at the period 
of its fall, that I have thought it my duty to communicate 
it to you. It is the report presented by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs to the King, i. the month of October last, 
on the subject of our reclamations, and proposing the re- 
newal of the negotiation with me. 
Baron Deffandis, the directeur of that division of the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs in which the United States 
are comprehended, and who, in the same quality, you 
will recollect, had the management of the correspondence, 
and, in a great part, of the negotiations with me under 
the ministry of Monsieur Polignac. 

It will be seen from this document, that the opinion ex- 
pressed by me in my despatch of the 29th of July last, 
that I should have been able, in some short time, to have 
effected a settlement of this long pending and disagreeable 
subject with the late Government, but for its sudden and 
unexpected overthrow, did not rest on slight grounds. 
The report shows that the great obstacle of the Louisiana 
question, which had defeated all prior attempts at nego- 
tiation, had been successfully removed; that the Govern- 
ment of the Bourbons had become convinced that the 
ground heretofore taken of irresponsibility for the wrongs 
of the Imperial Government could not be maintained; and 
that they had, in fact, made up their minds (without 
negativing the others) to expressly admit five important 
classes of our reclamations, comprehending condemna- 
tions (heretofore deemed altogether desperate) as well 
as sequestrations. 

To appreciate the true extent and importance of these 
admissions, it will be necessary to turn to the projet of a 
treaty, communicated with my despatch No. 16, under 
date of February 25th, 1830, which is referred to by the 
report as classing our reclamationsinto nine general cate- 
gories. 
exclusively to condemnations, consists, as you will per- 
ceive, of six numbered subdivisions. In order to make 
out the nine categories of which the report speaks, it is to 
be presumed that they have also subdivided the first arti- 
cle, so as to make three additional categories of it, of 
which the first category would be sequestrations, where 
the property ‘*had not been definitively condemned by 
the Council of Prizes;” the second, ‘* vessels destroyed 
at sea;” and the third, ‘‘ supplies.” f 

The categories, therefore, which the late Government 
had already determined to admit, were the first and se-| 
cond of the first article of the projet, and the fifth of the! 
second article, upon the examination made by the com-| 
mission of liquidation of foreign claims; and the third of} 


It was prepared by} 


The second article of the projet, which relates| 
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the first article, and the fourth of the second article, upon 
the supplemental examination made by the Department 
of Foreign Affairs. ’ 

As to the vague and conjectural estimate which the re. 
port attempts, without the aid of sufficient data, to make 
of the amount embraced by some of the categories admit. 
ted, it is obviously incorrect. That, however, is altoge- 
ther immaterial, as the respective categories being ad. 
mitted on principle, they would, of course, carry what. 
ever amount the principle could be shown to embrace; 
and it should be recollected that the object in view, with 
the late Government, was nota transaction en loc fora 
round sum, but a settlement of principles, according to 
which a mixed commission was to decide upon the claims 
presented, and to determine the amount to be paid. A 
correct analysis of the claims shows that the categories 
admitted by the late Government embrace, under one 
head or another, almost the whole mass of reclamations. 
The first category of the first article of the projet alone 
(the amount embraced by which, the report supposes not 
to be considerable) comprehends, in fact, more than one- 
half of the whole amount of the claims, as will be seen 
by reference to the classification of the claims contained 
in my original instructions, where the category in ques- 
tion is represented by part first of the fifth class. 

With the extensive ground thus secured, and in the 
dispositions produced by the appeals I had successfully ad- 
dressed to their commercial apprehensions, (the influence 
of which, together with that of other considerations em- 
ployed by me, you will doubtless trace in many parts of 
the report, sometimes in the identical reproduction of the 
topics 1 had urged to them, ) there isno reason to suppose 
that any questions which might have remained would have 
opposed an obstacle to a final adjustment. 

The concluding part of the report expressly shows that 
the negotiation now pending with the actual Government 
of France reposes on the ground conquered from the 
last; and whatever new hopes may have been conceived 
by our citizens, from the change of regime here, every 
day’s observation convinces me the more that, if any thing 
shall be ultimately done towards the redress of their 
wrongs, it will be the result of the progress made under 
the late Government. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Ww. C. RIVES 


To the Hon. M. Van Benen, 
Secretary of State. 


P.S. You will perceive that the recent change in the 
arrangement of the packets, which now leave Havre but 
twice instead of thrice a month, has occasioned a longer 
interyal than usual between my despatches. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 67.] Panis, March 30, 1831. 


Sin: Having been informed by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs that the commission were to make their report on 
Monday, the 21st instant, I addressed a note to him on 
the 25d, asking an interview, which took place, by his 
appointment, on the 26th. 1 soon found, however, from 
my conversation with him, that the report had not yet been 
made, and that he was not prepared to enter into any con- 
ference of a useful character on the subject of the recla- 
mations. 

1 reminded him how many unexpected delays this ques- 
tion had already met with since the establishment of the 
present Government; that, when his Majesty came to the 
throne, a universal and confident «¢ Xpec tation prevail d 


inthe United States that justice would be immediatcly 
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done to our reclamations; that nine months had now elaps- 
ed, and we were not so far advanced as under the late |{No. 69.] Pants, April 14, 1831. 
Government; that the commission, which had been an-| S1r: Ceunt Sebastiani having promised, in the interview 
nounced to me asa means of accelerating the business, |{ had with him on the 26th ultimo, to give his early atten- 
had been an obstacle; that these disappointments could |tion to the subject of our reclamations, I sought and ob- 
not but exercise a very unfavorable influence upon the /tained, on the 4th instant, another interview with him, in 
relations of the two countries, which were already, in fact, |the hope of commencing, seriously, the work of negotia- 
far from being satisfactory, and which it was no less the|tion. 1 found him, however, still unprepared to enter 
interest of France than of the United States to establish jinto any useful discussion. He had read, he said, the re- 
upon a different footing. _, |ports of the commission, in part only, and could not, there- 
To these remarks he replied, that, in matters of a liti- | fore, express any precise views on the questions in dispute. 
gated character, (contentieux,) it had been always the | He added, however, that he had gone far enough in the 
usage in France to form a commission for a preliminary | examination to see that our claims were greatly exagge- 
examination of them; that the investigations of the com. jrated; and, on the question of the eighth article of the 
mission, in the present instance, had been necessarily long; | Louisiana treaty, he said the interpretation of it by the 
that their report was probably now signed, and, as soon| French Government was so clear and incontestable, that 
as it was presented to him, he would enter upon an exa-|he was much surprised that the American Government 
mination of the subject himself, and that, ‘in the course | had ever insisted on a different construction. 
of a month, it should be terminated.” I replied that,in regard to the amount of our claims, how- 
Since my interview with the minister, the report of the| ever large it might appear to him to be, the fact was well 
commission, at least upon the most important of the ques-| known, and vouched by the public history of the times, 
tions submitted to them, has been made, and was put into | that the commerce and property of American citizens had 
his possession, I learn, on the 28th instant. It presents} been subjected to the most enormous violations by the acts 
the opinions, I understand, of both the majority and mi-| of the Imperial Government; that while, on the one hand, 
nority of the commission, (as I mentioned to you, in my/I could not undertake to say that every claim contained in 
last despatch, that I had heard it was proposed to do, ) the | the tables I had communicated to the commission was well 
majority consisting of four, including the president of the | founded or accurately stated, yet, on the other, Lhad every 
commission—the minority of only two. |reason to believe that there were claims of considerable 
From what I have been able to learn of these opinions, | amount and indisputable justice, whic!: those tables did not 
that of the majority is of a character calculated to excite | embrace; and that, as he had alrez’y expressed to me the 
much surprise. They undertake, | understand, to defend | desire of the French Government to adjust the subject by 
the general system of measures adopted by the Imperial |a transaction, a desire which my Government was willing 
Government, comprehending the Berlin and Milan de-|to meet in a friendly and equitable spirit, [ awaited some 
crees, as well as the Rambouillet and other special decrees, | specific proposition from him to that end. With respect 
as being justified, on the principles of the law of nations, |to the Louisiana question, I told him that the Government 
by the conduct of the Britis! Government on the one hand, | of the United States, after the most mature and careful 
and that of the American Government on the other. As-/ examination, was thoroughly convinced of the correctness 
suming the general legality of this system of measures, | of the interpretation for which it contended; that it was 
they come to the conclusion that no redress is due for cases | altogether useless to enter again into a discussion of it, as 
in which there was a regular application of it; but that, in| the arguments on both sides had been fully insisted on in 
cases where it was abusively or irregularly applied, in-| the correspondence between Monsieur Polignac and my- 
demnity may be demanded. The result of this view is, | self, which I invited him to read; that we had never been 
that they consider only three categories of claims as ad-| able tosee the propriety of connecting a litigated question 
missible, to wit: vessels burnt at sea; captures made after | of that character with the consideration of indemnities due 
the 1st of November, 1810, the period fixed for the re-|to our citizens for violent and indisputable wrongs; and 
port of the decrees; and cases in which the decrees may |that the Government of the United States relied on the 
have been applied retrospectively. | candor and good faith of the present Government of France 
The minority of the commission, (who are understood | to put aside all obstacles derived from an extrinsic and ir- 
to be —— and ,) considering this whole sys-| relevant controversy, which the United States had, more- 
tem of measures as violating the principles of the law of|over, proposed to settle by the fair and usual mode ofa 
nations, as well as the provisions of the convention of 1801, | reference to the decision of impartial and enlightened ar- 
until the period of its expiration, recognise our claim to|biters. 
indemnity in all cases where it was applied, whetherregu-} In answer to these observations, the minister gave me 


larly or irregularly, to a fair and bona fide commerce. lto understand that he could not make any specific offer, 
Both branches of the commission have, 1 understand, in- with a view toa transaction, till he had the sanction of the 
dicated the sum which they supposed tu be fairly demand-| council, before whom he proposed to lay the whole sub- 
able by the United States, according to the principles as jject. In regard to the Louisiana question, after repeat- 
sumed in their respective opinions; the majority between | ing his conviction of the obvious meaning of the eighth 
ten and fifteen millions of francs, the minority about thirty article of the treaty of cession, he said that, in what seem- 
millions of francs. jed to them so plain a case, the Government of France 

They have made a distinct report on the Louisiana ques-|could not recognise the propriety of submitting its rights 
tion, in which they all concur in affirming the correctness] to the opinion ofany third party. His declarations on this 
of the French construction of the eighth article of the|point were of so positive a character as to preclude all 
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treaty of cession, and express, at the same time, the opin-| hope of settling the question otherwise than by means of 


ion that very little advantage would accrue to France /the proposition made to Monsieur Polignac on the 20th 
from the sugyested reduction of the duties on wine. ‘They| May last; and the success of that, I fear, is likely to be 
have not yet made their report on the claims of French |counteracted by the opinion which the commission is un- 
subjects against the United States, although it is expected | derstood to have expressed as to the little advantage that 
to be made in a very few days. France would derive from the diminution of the duties on 

The character of these proceedings will serve to show |its wines in the United States. The interview terminated 
in what little favor our reclamations are with France, and| with a renewed promise on the part of ¢! > minister to oc- 
the extent of the diificulties that remain to be overcome | cupy himself diligently with the subject of the negotiation, 
in the settlement of this troublesome question. 


and to bring it to a close as speedily as possible. 
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On the 9th instant, I had another interview with him, | that, however much the Government of the United States 
but without any profitable result, or the occurrence of | desired such a result, as conforming to the dictates of jus. 
any thing which deserves to be made the subject of special | tice, and would be the means of consolidating the friendship 
communication. He said that the pressure of other du-/|of the two countries, it believed that a decisive result, 
ties upon him had prevented him from making any pro- | whatever might be its nature, was now imperiously called 
gress in his investigation since our last interview; that the | for by the character and dignity of both Governments. 
Chamber of Deputies would be dissolved in the course of| After an earnest conversation of an hour, in which | 
a week, and that he would then be enabled to give more | endeavored to impress upon the minister, under various 
of his attention to our negotiation, the importance of | points of view, and by the exhibition of details, the great 
which, to both countries, he properly estimated, and |importance to France of friendly connexions with the 


which he felt every disposition to bring to an early con- 
clusion. 

The report of the commission on the claims of French 
subjects against the United States, has not, I understand, 
been yet made. 


aoe States, while he, not denying the justness of those 
views, spoke of the intrinsic difficulty of all money ques. 
|tions in a representative Government, increased, in the 
| present instance, by the almost unanimous report of the 
|commission, (points on which I addressed to him, in re. 


In my last despatch, I stated that, from what I had been | ply, the observations which seemed to me appropriate, 
able to learn of the opinion of the majority (consisting of | the interview terminated with the repetition, by the mi. 


two-thirds) of the commission, they had indicated between 
ten and fifteen millions of francs as the amount of indem- 


|nister, of the promise he had already made, that, after 


| laying the subject, at an early day, before the council, he 


nities demandable by the United States. Information since | would make me a specific proposition. 


received, upon which I can rely, fixes ten millions of } 


francs as the precise sum indicated by them. ‘The same 
authority confirms my original statement as to the sum 
indicated by the two dissentient members of the commis- 
sion. 

Nothing has occurred since my last despatch to form any 
exception to the tranquillity which then characterized the 
internal condition of France. So far, the measure and 
policy of the new ministry appear to have been attended 
with a flattering success. 

The news of the recent successes of the Poles, of 
which you will find ample details in the accompanying 


journals, together with the simultaneous occurrence of 


an extensive insurrection in the province of Lithuania, 
has given new hopes to the friends of that heroic and de- 
voted people. 

The state of Europe, in other respects, has undergone 
no material alteration since my last despatch, though ap- 
pearances are somewhat more favorable in regard to the 
preservation of peace. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatches Nos. 28, 29, and 30, 

And remain, with great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W.C.RIVES. 
To the Hon. M. Van Buren, 
Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 70.] Panis, April 28, 1831. 

Sin: On the 16th instant, I again had an interview with 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in which I pressed the 
necessity of making some specific proposition, on his 
part, with a view to bringing our discussions to a practi- 
cal issue. He said [ must indulge him till the proroga- 
tion of the Chambers, which was to take place certainly 
on the following Wednesday, the 20th instant; when, be- 
ing relieved of a portion of his burdensome duties, he 
would turn his attention earnestly to our affairs, with the 
sincere purpose of bringing them to a conclusion. 

I remarked to him that I hoped he was not unmindful 
of the great importance of a speedy settlement of this 
controversy to France as wellas to the United States; 
that, however pressing other questions might be, there 
was none, 1 believed, of more real importance to France 
than one on which depended the preservation of friendly 
relations with the United ‘States; that it was impossible 
that the relations between the two countries could much 


longer remain in the equivocal state into which they had | 


been brought by the continued postponement of our just 
reclamations; that I had been instructed to bring the sub- 
ject to a definitive conclusion, one way or the other; and 


Having already experienced the uncertainty of these 
| promises, and knowing that, in the habits of French di- 
plomacy, no great importance is attached to verbal com. 
| munications, | determined to make a more formal appeal 
| to the attention of the Government, in writing. This 
| appeared to me the more necessary, as Monsieur Deffan- 
|dis, the directeur of the second division of the Depart- 
{ment of Foreign Affairs, in a conversation [ sought with 
j him, intimated to me that, although the minister had pro- 
| posed a transaction en bd/oc, it could be arrived at regularly 
j only by a previous discussion on the several categories of 
claims contained in the projet of a treaty originally sub- 

mitted by me. The most effectual means of cutting off 
|this discussion, now become useless for all purposes but 
| those of delay, seemed to be to place on record the pro- 
position for a transaction en bloc, which had, with the 
consent of both parties, put aside the original projet. 
On the 21st instant, the day after the prorogation of the 
Chambers, therefore, I addressed to the Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs a note, of which a copy is enclosed, in which, 
after urging the necessity of a definitive adjustment of this 
subject, by a combined appeal to the interests, the honor, 
|and the good feelings of France, I stated formally the 
jassent of the United States te the wish which he had ex- 
| pressed for closing the affair by a transaction en bloc, 
and called upon him to make me a specific proposition 
with a view to that result. ; 

Meeting with him two days after the presentation of 
| this note, I proposed to call upon him the following cay 
to receive his proposition; but he requested me to post- 
; pone my call two days more, to the 26th instant, when he 
| hoped to be able to make me an offer. On that day, ac- 
|cordingly, | waited upon him, and found Monsieur Det- 
| fandis with him, who remained during the whole of the 
| interview. 

The minister commenced the conversation by stating 
| that he felt a sincere desire to see the two countries unit- 
led in the bonds of the closest friendship; that the only 
| mode of attaining this result was, by a simultaneous ad- 
justment of all differences by one and the same transac- 
\tion; that France had her complaints as well as the United 
; States; that she had been deprived of most valuable pri- 
| vileges secured to her navigation by the eighth article of 
ithe treaty of cession of Louisiana, and the proposition he 
| was about to make to me contemplated the payment by 
| France of such a sum as might appear to be fairly due to 
the United States, after balancing against our reclama- 
| tions the value, both past and prospective, of her rights 
under the Louisiana treaty. 

I remarked that the Government of the United States 
| would never consent to any reduction from the incontes- 
table claims of its citizens on account of this disputed, 


land, as it 1s bel’eved, wholly unfounded pretension of 
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France under the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty;/|he felt all the importance of cultivating good relations with 
that there was no proper connexion between the two|the United States, and that he was sincerely desirous of 
subjects; that the Government of the United States, how- adjusting this ancient controversy, but that their finances, 
ever, while it was firmly and irrevocably determined ne-jas I saw, were exceedingly deranged, and that there 
yer to admit any abatement of the just demands of its would be great difficulty in reconciling the Chamber of 
citizens on account of the pretension in question, had al-| Deputies to an additional charge on the enfeebled re- 
ready, ina spirit of conciliation and friendly liberality, | sources of the State, for claims, too, which had not arisen 
proposed a choice of two distinct bases for its arrange- from any wrong done by the present Government of 
ment; one of which, in fact, had been acceded to by the| France. Still he was anxious that justice should be done 
late Government. to the United States, and that the two countries should 
Monsieur Deffandis here interposed, by observing that|be restored to their national cordiality and good feelings; 
although the late Government had given its assent to the] that Count Sebastiani, ina few days, would be authorized 
bases referred to, yet it had been done in a confidential to make me another proposition, which he hoped would 
correspondence, which did not carry with it an absolute] be satisfactory; and that the United States would be ex- 
obligation. pected, on their part, to show a friendly consideration of 
After some further conversation on this topic, which) the actual situation of France, by every practicable indul- 
amounted to very little more than a repetition of what| gence. This is but a brief outline of the conversation, 
had been said in former conferences, Count Sebastiani, | which is sufficient, however, to give you a correct idea of 
referring to the report made by the commission, said, that | Its spirit and tendency. : 
notwithstanding the great weight due to that report, his} In dining at the Palais Royal on the 25th instant, I had 
Majesty’s Government, in its sincere desire to give satis-|an opportunity of renewing the appeal to the personal 
faction to the United States, had determined not to limit}sentiments of the King, in the course of a conversation 
itself to the sum indicated by the commission, but, in aj which permitted me, without an appearance of importu- 
spirit of signal good faith, (avec une bonne foi extreme, ) | nity, to allude to the importance of consolidating, by an 
had authorized him to propose the sum of fifteen millions| act of justice, the friendship between the two countries. 
of francs as a definitive adjustment of all the subjects in| The King expressed, as he has always done, very cordial 
controversy between the two countries. sentiments for the United States; said he had frequently 
[replied to him that I was altogether astonished at such| called the attention of his ministers to the necessity of 
a proposition; that the Government of the United States, | settling our reclamations; that they had always regretted 
instead of seeing in it an evidence of good faith, could re-| the embarrassed state of their finances, but he hoped they 
gard it in no other light than asa mockery, and equivalent] would yet find the means of doing justice. 
to an absolute refusal of justice; that if it was tobe con-| Although the proposition made by the Minister of Fo- 
sidered as a definitive proposition on the part of France, I| reign Affairs is a very discouraging debut, yet the feelings 
had only to say that the negotiation was at an end, and| expressed by the King, and the declarations of the presi- 
that it would be for each Government to recur to its|dent of the council, superadded to the professions which 
rights, and its sense of its own dignity and honor. have already been made by the Minister of Foreign Af- 
He protested that the French Government thought it] fairs, of a desire to terminate the existing differences 
far from being an unreasonable offer, and that I must re-} with the United States in an honorable manner, forbid me 
flect upon it. absolutely to despair. I am aware, however, that general 
L replied that such a proposition did not require a mo-| declarations are a very unsubstantial ground of hope; and 
ment’s reflection; that it was not only unreasonable, but| the further progress of the negotiation, in which no exer- 

















































derisory; and that no other answer could be given to it 
than that which I had already expressed. 

In the course of this interview, which continued more 
than an hour, many incidental points, such as the alleged 
exaggeration of the amount of the claims, the true mea- 
sure of indemnity as depending on the original cost of 
the cargoes in the United States, or the enhanced sales in 
France, &c. &c. &e., were earnestiy discussed on both 
sides. It is not deemed important, if it were practicable, 
to recapitulate all that was said. The interview termi- 
nated with a firm renewal of the declaration I had made, 
if the proposition of the minister was to be regarded as 
definitive; while he, not willing to say that it was so, 
begged me to reflect upon it. 

Having already had several conversations with Monsieur 
Casimir Perrier, the President of the Council of Ministers, 
on the subject of our reclamations, and knowing the great 


tion shall be omitted on my part, must be awaited, to form 
an opinion as to the possibility of bringing this old and 
disagreeable controversy to any admissible conclusion. 
| I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 

To the Hon. Mantiy Van Buren, 
Secretary of State. 








Note to Count Sebastiani. 
Paris, April 21, 1851. 
Monstrur LE Comte: Although the various interviews 
with which your excellency has favored me, leave but 
little to add to the observations I have had the honor of 
| presenting to you orally, in relation to the flagrant wrongs 



































influence which his character and official station would| heretofore suffered by citizens of the United States from 
give him in the ultimate decision of the question, I had|acts of the French Government, and for which indemnity 
addressed a note to him, requesting a conference; for|}has been so long demanded, it is, nevertheless, my duty, 
which his answer fixed the 27th instant, the day after my| under the instructions of my Government, again to call 
interview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs. | your excellency’s attention to the importance of an early 












I waited on him at the time appointed, and commenced 
the conversation by calling his attention to the high inte- 
rests for France involved in a good understanding with 


and definitive disposition of this unpleasant subject. 
The present unsatisfactory state of the relations between 
France and the United States cannot but be a subject of 











the United States, the preservation of which must now| painful reflection to the patriots of both countries. There 
depend on the adjustment of the controversy which had|are notwo Governments, it is firmly believed, which have 
already so much disturbed the natural relations of the two| more motives to cultivate a cordial good understanding 
countries. I told him how totally inadmissible was the|with each other than those of his Majesty and of the 
proposition made, the day before, by Count Sebastiani, | United States; and yet such has been the unhappy influ- 
and that [hoped he would see the necessity of authorizing | ence of this long protracted question, that their relations, 
him to make one of a very different character. He saidjat the present moment, exhibit an aspect altogether 
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equivocal and precarious. This unnatural state of things, 


so contrary to the interests and sentiments of the people, 
the Government of the United States anxiously desires 
to see terminated. 

Your excellency is apprised that the late Government 
of France, notwithstanding the pretexts for repelling our 
reclamations, afforded by the political doctrines it pro- 
fessed, was on the point of adjusting them, when the 
events of July last put an end to its existence. His Ma- 
jesty’s accession, in the pledges of his well known per- 
sonal virtues, and in the elevated probity and high national 
morality which were announced as the ruling maxims of 
his Government, could not but give increased confidence 
to the expectation of a prompt and loyal fermination of 
this unpleasant question. I need not say what, under 
these circumstances, would be the disappointment and 
painful impression produced upon the feelings of the Go- 
vernment and people of the United States, if they should 
now find their just demands opposed by new delays. 

Your excellency, I flatter myself, cannot but see that 
the interests of France are deeply concerned in the spee- 
dy suppression of this germ of discord between the two 
countries. France cannot, it is hoped, regard with indif- 
ference the preservation of friendly connexions with the 
United States. Not to speak of the importance of those 
connexions to her, in a political point of view, arising 
from the position and resources of the United States as a 
maritime Power, her commerce alone with the United 
States is, in itself, a consideration sufficiently important 
to awaken all the attention of her enlightened statesmen. 
That commerce is shown, by the official documents of 
France, to be by far the most valuable foreign trade she 
now enjoys. It forms, indeed, at the present moment, 
the great support, externally, of the leading branches of 
French industry, and is destined, in the future, if fostered 
by a wise and friendly policy, to receive progressive de- 
velopments, of which the rapid increase of population, 
and of the means of consumption over an immense terri- 
tory, will be the only assignable limit. 

Interests so vast and important ought not, surely, tobe 
compromised, when nothing is wanting but an act of un- 
questionable justice on the part of France to place them 
on a stable foundation, and to open before them a career 
of unbounded extension. If that act of justice were now 
promptly and frankly rendered, the two Governments 
would at once return into the cordial relations natural to 
them; and the influence of those ancient attachments and 
faithful sympathies, of which the recent manifestations in 
the United States have been so enthusiastic and unani- 
mous, would be seen in the lasting consolidation of a sin- 
cere friendship, and the rapid development of a varied 
and beneficial intercourse. 

While, however, so fundamental a question as that in- 
volved in the pending reclamations shall remain unsettled, 
touching, as it does most intimately, the sensibility as well 
as the rights of the American people, there can be no- 
thing stable or satisfactory in the relations of the two 
countries. Itis in the ardent desire of preserving their 
harmony from interruption, and of establishing, on a last- 
ing foundation, those friendly relations which are the in- 
terest of both, that the Government of the United States 
now insists upon the definitive adjustment of a subject 
which has been fruitful of so much discontent and unplea- 
sant discussion. 

I have already had the honor of submitting the projet 
of an arrangement, with a view to this result. That pro- 
jet, after fixing the principles upon which the reclamations 
were to be liquidated, provided for the formation of a 
joint commission to examine and decide upon the validity 
of the respective claims, and to ascertain, in each case, 
the amount to be paid by France. Your excellency, 
however, has intimated to me that his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment desires to settle the subject by a transaction en bloc, 
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|in which the United States shall agree to accept a gross 

| sum in discharge of all the claims. My Government, anx. 
‘ious to conform, as far as possible, to the wishes and cop. 
venience of his Majesty’s Government, will not object to 
concluding an arrangement on that basis. 

I therefore await the proposition which your excellency 
has promised to make me to that end, trusting that it will 
be made without further delay; and that, keeping in view 
the magnitude and aggravated character of the injuries 
sustained by our citizens, it will be such a one as shall 
answer the great purposes of justice and conciliation. 

I have the honor to be, with distinguished consideration, 
your excellency’s most obedient and humble servant, 

W. C. RIVES. 
His exc’y Count SEBasTIAnt, 
Minister, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. Rivesto Mr. Van Buren. 
[No. 71.] Panis, May 7, 1831. 

Sir: The firmness of the declaration made by me, in 
my interview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the 
26th ultimo, was not without its effect. On the 28th, he 
addressed me a note, (the copy of which is enclosed.) in. 
viting me to another conference on the following day. | 
waited upon him accordingly, at the time appointed; he 
commenced the conversation by asking me if I had re- 
flected upon the proposition he had made me in our last 
interview, To which I replied, that, having had twenty 
years to reflect upon our grievances, it required very 
little time now to decide upon the proposition he had made. 

He then said he had again brought the subject before 
the council, and that they had, in a spirit of great liberali- 
ty, authorized him to offer me twenty millions of francs. | 
answered that that sum was also entirely inadmissible, and 
1 entered into various calculations, derived from sources 
independent of the tabular statements I had communicated 
to the commission, for the purpose of showing that the 
amount of the claims was not so much exaggerated as he 
supposed. These calculations were founded chiefly ona 
report of the Secretary of State, communicated by the 
President to Congress on the 6th of July, 1812, stating 
the whole number of American vessels captured or seized 
under the authority of France, taken in connexion with 
an averaged price deduced from an official return of the 
sales of thirty-six American vessels and cargoes sold by 

|order of the French Government at Bayonne, on the 2d 
|of August, 1810, and on the estimate presented by Mr. 
Barlow to the Duke d’Alberg, in 1812, of which I had 
no knowledge at the time that the statements communi- 
cated to the commission were prepared in the office of 
the legation. 

The minister still insisted that our claims were vastly 
exaggerated, but said, asa last evidence of the equitable 
and friendly dispositions of his Majesty’s Government, he 
would agree to goas far as twenty-four millions of francs, 
payable by instalments in six ycars, which was more than 
double the sum fixed by the commission; that this was 
their ultimatum, and he repeated several times, with much 
earnestness, that it was the extreme and last offer, (/e der- 
nier mot.) 

I said to him that I would not accede to it; that how- 
ever disposed the Government of the United States was 
to make every practicable concession for the sake of ter- 
minating this unpleasant discussion, the abandonment of 
so large a portion of the amount claimed by its citizens 

| was a sacrifice it could not make. 

He replied that the offer he had just made was one of 
extreme liberality; that it would subject the ministers to 

|a severe responsibility before the Chambers; that he had 
| been already warned from various quarters that he would 
ibe held toa strict account for his settlement of this affair; 
land added that Mr. Roux had written that fifteen millions 
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of francs would be willingly received by the claimants and 
by the Government of the United States; and that nobody 
in the United States expected more than twenty millions. 

I remarked that it was hardly probable that Mr. Roux 
knew better than myself the expectations and feelings 
either of the claimants or of the Government of the United 
States; that, in regard to the difficulties he apprehended 
in the Chambers, their reproaches would certainly be 
much louder, if, by refusing to do an act of unquestiona- 
ble justice, he should forfeit to France the advantages, so 
important to her both in a commercial and political point 
of view, of friendly relations with the United States; that 
the opposition had already reproached the ministry (un- 
justly, I have no doubt) with not having secured any allies 
for France in the existing crisis; and that nothing could 
afford a more triumphant answer to that reproach than to 
be able to say that they had re-established a cordial friend- 
ship with their ancient ally the United States, and at no 
other expense than that of fulfilling an obligation of the 
strictest justice. 

The interview terminated with the renewed protesta- 
tion, on his part, that the proposition he had just made 
was their ultimatum, ‘‘/e dernier mot,” and with the de- 
claration, on mine, that I could not accept it. 

Meeting with Monsieur Sebastiani the following day at 
the Palais Royal, on the occasion of the King’s fete, and 
deeming it important to keep up an active pursuit of the 
subject now that it was under serious consideration, I asked 
him to indicate a time when I might have another conver- 
sation with him. He proposed an early hour the next 
morning, (the 1st of May,) when I called upon him, and 
remarked that, in an affair of so much importance to both 
countries, no effort at accommodation ought to be omit- 
ted. I said that though I could not accept the sum he had 
proposed the day before, yet the Government of the Unit- 
ed States, animated with a sincere spirit of conciliation, 
would be willing to accept a sum considerably below the 
amount claimed; and I then mentioned the sum of forty 
millions of francs as one to which it might accede as a 
compromise. 

He said the Government of France would never consent 
to such a transaction; that they had already done all that it 
was possible for man to do (tout ce qui est humainement pos- 
sible) in offering twenty-four millions of francs; that they 
could go no further; that he and Monsieur Perrier were 
the only members of the council who were willing to go 
so far; all the rest were strongly opposed to it, and were 
exceedingly discontented that the offer had been made. 

After many arguments on my part to show the liberal 
character of the proposition I had made, all of which were 
contested, and met by contrary statements on his, I re- 
marked that the Government of the United States could 
not but see with painful sentiments the reluctance of 
France to satisfy its just demands, while those ofall other 
Powers had been long ago discharged; and that, in the 
impossibility which seemed to exist of agreeing upon a 
transaction for a given sum, it only remained for me to 
recur to my original projet for the formation of a mixed 
commission to examine all the reclamations, and to deter- 
mine the amount really due. 

He said he did not think that the present Government 
of France ever could consent to put itself in the power of 
any tribunal, but that, upon the course which the nego- 
tiation ought now to take, he would consult the council. 

Dining with the president of the counc'l in the evening 
of the same day, I availed myself of the opportunity again 
to call his attention to the subject of the negotiation; but 
as the conversation was necessarily brief and hurried, I 


asked his permission to call upon him at some moment of 


leisure, as I was anxious to convince him, by the exhibi- 
tion of some official and authentic documents, that the 
10sses sustained by our citizens were not so much exag- 


va 


gerated as they had been represented to be. He proposed 
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an early hour the next morning, when I waited upon him; 
but as he had just received a message to attend the King, 
the interview was adjourned to the following day, the 5d 
instant. I then called upon him, and showed him the 
statement of the number of captures, kc., presented to 
Congress in 1812, the official return of the sales made at 
Bayonne in 1810, the estimate of Mr. Barlow, &c., draw- 
ing from them the same conclusions I had done in my in- 
terview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the 29th 
ultimo. 

He said he had already seen the most of these pieces; 
that he was satisfied the losses sustained by our citizens 
had been very great, though the amount of them still seem- 
ed to him very much overstated. It ought always, how- 
ever, to be borne in mind that these losses had not pro- 
ceeded from any act of the present Government of France; 
that our claims for indemnity, moreover, had been faintly 
urged during the whole period of the restoration; that 
the settlement of them ought to have been insisted on 
when the claims of the European Powers were adjusted; 
that it was particularly hard that the burden of their ad- 


justment should now fall upon the existing Government in 


the present crippled state of its resources, and when all 
of its expenses were upon a war footing; that the Cham- 
bers would be exceedingly opposed to their payment; and 
that it was certainly not the interest of either country to 
make an arrangement which the legislative authority here 
might refuse to carry into execution. He then added, 
that, as two sums had now been indicated as the basis ofa 
transaction—one by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, ano- 
ther by me—the subject would again be submitted to the 
council which was to meet that evening, and the next day, 
or the day after, the Minister of Foreign Affairs would be 
able to communicate to me the result. 

After some further conversation, in the course of which 
I made the explanations that seemed to be called for as to 
the circumstances attending the prosecution of our claims 
during the period of the restoration, I dwelt, ‘in taking 
leave of him, on the great importance of a perfect re-es- 
tablishment of cordial relations between the two Govern- 
ments, which I flattered myself was a good work reserved 
for the illustration of a ministry that had given so many 
other proofs of its wisdom. He responded to this appeal, 
by saying, with great earnestness, that there was nothing 
he more anxiously desired. 

In pursuance of the intimation given by the president 
of the council, I called, on the 5th instant, at the Office of 
Foreign Affairs, to learn from the minister what determi- 
nation had been taken by the council. He said the coun- 
cil remained immovable, (inébranlable;) that they would 
not agree to go beyond the sum he had already offered; 
and that they were sorry, indeed, (fort embarrassés, ) that 
so much had been offered. I repeated that the offer he 
had made was inadmissible, and I entered into additional 
reasonings and illustrations to show its inadequacy. I 
again alluded to the feelings that would be excited in the 
United States by the distinction which the Government of 
France seemed to make in the settlement of our claims, 
and those of some other Powers. 

He said the only Power whose claims had been paid, in 
any large proportion, was Great Britain; and that the 
claims presented by her were of a character wholly pe- 
culiar, being for property in the public funds, held under 
all the guaranties of national faith; that the claims of the 
other Powers of Europe were entirely different from 
ours, being founded on positive engagements, and though 
their reclamations had been urged with arms in their 
hands, France had paid them a much smaller proportion 
of what they claimed than that which was now offered to 
us; that we ourselves had accepted from Denmark a 
much smaller proportion of our claims than what was 
now offered by France, though, in that case, the claims 
were addressed to the same Government that had commit- 
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ted the wrongs; that the proposition he had made to me 
was, in truth, a great sacrifice on their part, and intended 
as a special mark of their consideration and friendship for 
the United States; that, whatever might be the abstract 
theory of the law of nations, it was impossible that the 
present Government of France could be bound to make 
full and entire compensation for all the wrongs committed 
by Bonaparte; that the whole property of the nation 
would be insufficient for the purpose. 

I need not detain you with the observations I made in 
reply. Iconcluded by remarking that the Government 
of the United States had manifested its willingness to ad- 
just this affair on reasonable and liberal terms; but as we 
had not been able to agree upon the sum which might 
properly form the basis of a transaction, no other means 
seemed to remain for arriving at a friendly termination of 
the discussion, than to constitute a mixed commission for 
the purpose of examining the various reclamations, and of 
determining their just amount. Having perceived the 
decided repugnance of the minister to this proposition, I 
thought it expedient to urge it as the most likely means 
of inducing him to offer better terms for a transaction. 
The interview terminated with the renewal of the decla- 
ration he had already made, that the Government of 
France never could consent to submit questions of much 
importance to any tribunal other than that which existed 
in its own sense of justice. 

Meeting with the president of the council again in the 
evening of the same day, he made some general remarks 
on the subject of our claims, and expressed a disposition 
to have a further conversation with me. He seemed not 
to be apprised of what had passed between the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and myself, in the morning. On the 
following day, I addressed a note to him, in which, avail- 
ing myself of the permission he had given me, I asked 
him to indicate an hour when it would be convenient to 
him to grant me another interview. His answer, of which 
a copy is enclosed, informed me that, as soon as he should 
have seen and conferred with the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, he would again write to me, and fix the time for 
an interview. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. M. Van Buren, 
Secretary of State. 


PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, 
Paris, May 6, 1831. 

The president of the council, as soon as he shall have 
seen the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and shall have con- 
ferred with him, will hasten to inform Monsieur the 
Minister of the United States of it, by indicating the 
hour when he will have the honor to receive him. 

He prays his excellency to accept the assurance of his 
distinguished sentiments and high consideration. 


Orricr oF Forr1gn AFFarirs, 
Paris, April 28, 1831. 

General Sebastiani has the honor to invite Monsieur 
the Minister of the United States to be so good as to give 
him an interview of a moment to-morrow morning, at 
11 o’clock, at the Department of Foreign Affairs. He 
seizes this occasion to renew to Mr. Rives the assurance 
of his high consideration. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. | 
Panis, May 29, 1831. 
Sim: Notwithstanding the positive declaration of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, detailed in my last despatch, 


[No. 72.] 
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I still had hopes, particularly from the remarks made to 
me by the president of the council on the Sth instant, 
that they might yet advance beyond the offer they }\aq 
made me. I awaited, therefore, the fulfilment of the 
promise contained in his note of the 6th instant, that, af 
ter conversing with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, he 
would again write tome, and give me an appointment for 
a conference. 

About this time, however, as you will see from the 
journals of that date, considerable agitations again occur. 
rel here, and were renewed from day to day. Taking jt 
for granted that these disorders, the surveillance and re. 
pression of which appertained to the Department of the 
Intcrior, of which the president council is minister, 
would excusably occupy him for several days, I thought 
it might not be altogether useless, in the mean time, to 
have another interview with the Minister of Foreign Af. 
fairs. This I obtained on the 10th instant. 

From the strong aversion he had discovered to a mixed 
commission, nothing appeared to me more likely to pro. 
duce an effect on him than again to urge that as the ne. 
cessary and only alternative, provided we could not agree 
on the terms of a transaction. He had objected, in a 
former conversation, that it would be incompatible with 
the just pride and dignity of the French Government to 
submit itself to the decisions of any tribunal whatever; and 
he repudiated the precedents of similar commissions, con. 
stituted in France at the period of the restoration, as be. 
ing drawn from an era of national degradation, and sub- 
mission to foreign bayonets. Having mentioned to him 
that thee had been many examples of these commissions 
in our relations with England, whose Government had 
never been supposed to be wanting in a just sentiment of 
self-respect and of national pride, I carried with me, on 
this occasion, the collection of our treaties, in which I 
pointed out to him the examples alluded to. He said, in 
all those instances, the situation of the British Govern- 
ment was different from that occupied by the Government 
of France; that the commissions that it had agreed to con- 
stitute, were the means of fixing itsresponsibility for its 
own acts; but that, in the case of France, the responsibil- 
ity sought to be enforced was for the acts of a distinct 
Government; and that the present Government of France 
never would admit the principle of an absolute and indis- 
criminate responsibility for all the wrongs of the Impe- 
rial Regime. 

After some further discussion on this point, which it is 
not deemed important to detail, the conversation returned 
to the question of the adequacy of the offer he had made 
for a transaction, in regard to which, however, all my 
efforts were yet unavailing to produce a change of the 
position he had heretofore taken. 

On the 14th instant, I had my interview with the pre- 
sident of the council. After some preliminary conver- 
sation on points which had already been discussed, he 
remarked that the sum I had proposed as a compromise 
was so much beyond what they could, under any circum- 
stances, think of paying, that it rendered all prospect of 
an arrangement hopeless; but if I would name some sum 
considerably below that, an arrangement might yet be 
practicable. 1 replied that, knowing the sincere desire of 
my Government to bring this disagreeable question be- 
tween the two countries to an amicable conclusion if it 
were possible, I was disposed, on my part, to make every 
reasonable and proper concession; that, in the present 
state of the negotiation, the naturaland only means of ac- 
cord seemed to be mutual approximation by mutual and 
equal concessions; and that, acting on that principle in a 
spirit of frankness and conciliation, I would be willing, up- 
on my own responsibility, to meet them at a middle point 
between the two sums which had been respectively pro- 
posed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and myself. He 
said that point was too high, but, after the declaration | 
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had made, he hoped and thought an arrangement might 
et be effected, and that every thing which was practica- 
ble should be done, on his part, to accomplish it. 
Immediately after this interview with the president o 
the council, I called on the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to 
whom I repeated the declaration I had made to the pre- 
sicent of the council, accompanied with a renewed and 
earnest enforcement of all the considerations of policy as 
well as good feeling which so strongly invited to a frank 
and sil teresianfion of this unpleasant controversy. Af- 
ter speaking of the many difficulties of the question, he 
said he was sincerely desit ous of terminating it in a satis-| 
factory manner if it were possible, and that he would 
again bring it before the council in the shape which was 
now given to it, and in a few days would be able to com- 
municate to me the result. On my asking him when | 
should again call to receive that communication, he said 
that, on the following Tuesday or Wednesday, he would, 
in all probability, be able to give me a definitive answer. 
On Tuesday, the 17th instant, therefore, I again called 
upon him; but he said the council had been so much oc- 
cupied with other questions of great urgency, that he had 
not had an opportunity of laying before them what had 
passed in our last conversation. He would, however, do 
so at the earliest moment, and in four or five days I might 
expect he would be prepared to give me an answer. With 
this understanding, the interview ended; not, however, 
until I had profited of the occasion again to impress upon 
him the great importance of an early as well as satisfac- 
tory adjustment of a question which so seriously affected 
the relations between the two countries. 
On the 21st instant, [ repeated my call on the minister, 
who then informed me that, since our last interview, he 
had brought before the council the question arising out of 
my late conversations with the president of the council 
and himself. But that two of the ministers (the Minister 
of War and the Minister of Commerce) were absent with 
the King, (who had set out on an excursion into Norman- 
dy, on the 16th instant,) and that a majority of the others 


ready been subjected, such a proposition never could be as- 
sented to, and could not be viewed otherwise than as want- 
ing in respect to the United States; that the King, by his 
ministers, was the organ and representative of the nation to- 
wards foreign Powers; that the charter had given him full 
power to conclude treaties with other States; that foreign 
ministers were accredited to him alone, and could not be 
turned over, directly or indirectly, to any other depart- 
ment of the Government. I added, too, with emphasis, 
that, in the lively sensibility which existed on this subject 
in the United States, a prompt termination of the discus- 
sion had become indispensable to a continued harmony 
between the two countries. 

He acknowledged the justness of these observations; said 
he had not intended, formally, to propose an adjournment 
of the question till the meeting of the Chambers, but had 
only suggested it in the way of inquiry; and, in conclud- 
ing the interview, promised distinctly that the subject 
should be again brought before the council at a very early 
moment, with a view to a definitive arrangement, if that 
should be found practicable, as he hoped it might be. 

After leaving the president of the council, I went to the 
Office of Foreign Affairs, and reminded the minister of 
his promise to bring our negotiation to a conclusion im- 
mediately after the return of the King. I dwelt upon the 
present unsatisfactory state of the relations between the 
two countries, and told him how indispensable it was to 
the preservation of their mutual good understanding, that 
an end should be promptly put to this disagreeable ques- 
tion. He suggested, at first, as the president of the coun- 
cil had done, the idea of postponing it till the meeting of 
the Chambers; but, after the observations I made, he 
abandoned the suggestion, and promised to bring the sub- 
ject again before the council at the earliest moment prac- 
ticable. 

In the recital of the numerous conferences with the Mi- 
nister of Foreign Affairs and the president of the council, 
of which an account is rendered in this and the preceding 
despatch, it has not been possible for me to detail all the 
were of the opinion that a question ofso much importance} observations which were made, on both sides, in the course 
and responsibility as that presented by our claims, could| of so many conversations of a very diversified range, and, 
not, with propriety, be acted upon but in the presence of| generally, of protracted duration. My object has been 
a full council; that the further consideration of it, there-| to furnish a faithful history of the successive stages of the 
fore, had been adjourned till the return of the King; but| negotiation, in giving the spirit and substance, as well as 
that immediately after his Majesty’s return, which was ex-| the result, of each interview; and to report, much more 
pected in five or six days, he would again call up the) fully, the observations of the King’s ministers than my 
question, and obtain an early decision of it. Indulging} own, deeming it important, in the present state of the re- 
the expressions of regret which the disappointment called | lations between the two countries, that every means should 
forth, I had no other alternative than an acquiescence in| be afforded of appreciating the conduct and principles of 
this new delay. this Government by the declaration of itsown organs. On 

The King returned on the morning of the 27th instant, | my part, [ flatter myself that no consideration of justice 
and on the following day { called both on the president of} or policy; no argument, whether of principle or detail, 
the council and the Minister of Foreign Affairs. In my| derived from the nature and character of the reclama- 
interview with the president of the council, I remarked| tions themselves, or from the interests of France in the 
tohim that, after the conversation which had passed be-! preservation of friendly relations with the United States, 
tween us a fortnight ago, I had hoped that the disagreea-| has been omitted to be urged with the zeal and energy 
ble question with which we had been so long occupied! which the occasion has demanded. 


would have been promptly arranged. He referred to the 1 have the honor to be, 

absence of the King, and of the two ministers who accom- With great respect, 

panied him, as having rendered the delay inevitable. He Your most obedient servant, 

then said that but for the Chambers there would be less W. C. RIVES, 


difficulty in arranging this question; but that he appre-| Tothe Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
hended a very serious opposition to it on their part, which Secretary of State, 
might even more seriously embroil the relations of the two 
countries by refusing to carry into execution any arrange- , i 
ment which should Se made. He added, that coe oie, Extract.—Mr. Rives to Mr. Van Buren. 
sooner or later, could not be of much importance in ‘the| [No- 73.] : Panis, June 14, 1831. 
settlement of this question, and asked me if there would be| Sin: On the Ist instant, supposing that sufficient time 
any objection to adjourning its decision till the meeting of] had elapsed for the deliberations of the council, I called 
the Chambers, when the ministers could have an oppor-| again on the Minister of Foreign Affairs, for the purpose 
tunity of consulting some of the leading members of the| of receiving the final decision of the French Government. 
two Houses. The minister told me that he had brought the subject 
I replied that, after the long delays to which we had al-| again before the council, and that it had been most ma- 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































284 


22d Cone. 2d Sxss.] 


turely and deliberately considered: that he and Monsieur 
Perrier, the president of the council, had, with much dif- 
ficulty, prevailed on them to add one more million to the 
offer which had been already made me, but that was une- 
quivocally their ultimatum, and he was directed to an- 
nounce it to me, in the must solemn form, as such; that 
it was the opinion of the most enlightened and influential 
men, members of both Chambers, that the offer of twenty- 
four millions, heretofore made, was greatly too much; 
that _—, , and other leading 
members of the one Chamber or the other, whom he men- 
tioned, had already expressed that opinion to him, and 
emphatically warned him of the serious difficulties to 
which this affair would expose ministers before the Cham- 
bers; that, under these circumstances, nothing but high 
political considerations, and the strong desire they felt to 
establish the most friendly relations with the United States, 
had induced them to go as far as they had done, but that 
they had now advanced to a limit which nothing whatever 
could induce them to pass. 

I replied that, after the numerous and detailed discus- 
sions which had already taken place, it was ugeless to dis- 
cuss the adequacy of the proposition he had just made: 
my only object was to know the final determination of the 
French Government, that I might come toa determina- 
tion alike final on my own part, and thus avoid the neces- 
sity of further unpleasant as well as unprofitable discus- 
sions. 

Iie repeated, that what he had just stated to me was 
the final and unchangeable determination of the French 
Government, and he wished me to consider it as then an- 
nounced to me in the most solemn manner. 

I then observed to Count Sebastiani, that nothing had 
yet been said of interest upon the sum proposed to be 
paid by the French Government, but that it was an indis- 
pensable element in judging of the proposition he had 
made, and must be understood, before I could come to a 
decision upon that proposition. 

He replied that, under the circumstances of the case, 
interest was by no means a matter of course; that their 
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ed, and of too much importance, to be abandoned, with. 
out a fair and just equivalent, especially after the libera] 
proposition they had made for the payment of the claims 
of our citizens. 

I observed, that no allusion having been made in the 
course of our negotiation to the claims of French subjects, 
I had taken it for granted that there were none which 
were supposed to merit the patronage of the French Go. 
vernment; and that, with respect to the Louisiana ques. 
tion, I had flattered myself that the present Government 
of France would no longer insist on a pretension which 
had been heretofore used chiefly as an expedient for evad. 
ing the justice due to our citizens. 

He replied, that the negotiation in which we were en. 
gaged, as expressly stated in the report approved by the 
King in October last, had three distinct objects: first, the 
liquidation of the claims of American citizens against 
France; secondly, the liquidation of the claims of French 
subjects against the United States; and, thirdly, the ad. 
justment of the great question respecting the execution 
of the Louisiana treaty: that the natural march of discus. 
sion was to treat these objects successively; that he had 
not thought it necessary or proper to say any thing of the 
claims of French subjects till those of American citizens 
had been disposed of: but, having now come to an under- 
standing respecting the latter, it remained to adjust the 
former, as well as the reclamation relative to the eighth 
article of the Louisiana treaty, which, he repeated, was 
too clearly foun:ied in the language of that instrument, as 
well as in the convictions of the French Government and 
nation, ever to be gratuitously abandoned. 

The minister then sent for Baron Deffandis to give in- 
formation respecting the claims of French subjects against 
the United States, as well as the manner in which it was 
proposed to settle the Louisiana question. The Baron 
mentioned the claim of the heirs of Beaumarchais; the 
French vessels destroyed at Savannah and Norfolk, in 
1811; the four which were captured by Captain Stockton 
on tie coast of Africa, in 1822; and divers other claims, 

{some of which I then heard of for the first time. In re- 


offer had always been accompanied with the express cone} gard to the manner of settling the question concerning 
dition of payment in six years; that they were not bound,/|the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty, after alluding 
therefore, by the addition of interest, to make it equiva-| to the understanding which had taken place in the time 
lent to a cash payment; but, nevertheless, the council, in| of Monsieur Polignac’s ministry for an abandonment of 
their anxious desire to terminate the affuir, had authoriz-| this pretension, in consideration of a temporary reduction 
ed him, if I insisted upon it, to agree to pay an interest of| of the duties on French wines in the United States, he 
four per cent., which was the highest they had ever paid] said that the commission, unanimously concurring in the 
to a foreign Government in a similar transaction. opinion that the claim asserted by the French Govern- 
With these explanations the interview terminated. ment was clearly supported by the language of the treaty, 
In this state of things, finding nowhere a more authori-|and the nature of the transaction itself, thought that the 
tative estimate of the just amount of the claims of our) proposed reduction of duties on French wines did not offer 
citizens than that contained in Mr. Gallatin’s despatch of! an equivalent for its abandonment, but that the United 
the 14th January, 1822, to Mr. Adams, and in which he} States ought also to grant a corresponding reduction of 
expresses the opinion that all the claims, of every descrip-| the duties on French brandies. 
tion, justly due, do not exceed five millions of dollars, | After some further conversation, which it is not import- 
two millions of which, he adds, ** there can be no expec-| ant to detail, the minister remarked that he was as yet 
tation ever will be obtained,” [ thought no time ought to| very imperfectly informed as to the points which remaiu- 
be lost in securing the benefit ofthe proposition now made} ed to be adjusted, and that it would be necessary, there- 
by the French Government. I therefore prepared the| fore, to reserve the discussion of them for another occa- 
projet of a convention, (of which a copy accompanies this| sion. 
despatch,) and, on the Sd of June, presented it to the} Finding that the claim of the heirs of Beaumarchais, which 
ministers. | alone amounted to more than three millions of francs, was 
After reading it over, he signified his approbation of) to be earnestly insisted on, I thought it important to pos- 
the principal dispositions of it, with a special exception, |sess the mind of the minister as promptly as possible 
however, of the fifth article, which contains a renuncia-| with those circumstances belonging to the history of the 
tion of the French claims, and particularly of the claim) times, which had produced a belief in the United States 
founded on the eighth article of the Louisiana treaty. He) that the supplies which formed the subject of the 
said there were claims of French subjects against the) claim were, in fact, derived from the gratuitous assist- 
United States of indispensable justice, which the Ameri-| ance of the French monarch. 
can Government could not certainly refuse to satisfy in} On the 4th instant, therefore, I again called on him, 
the moment of obtaining justice for its own citizens; and/and entered into an historical exposition of this claim, and 
that, in regard to their claim under the eighth article of! of the circumstances connected with it, founded on the 
the treaty of cession of Louisiana, it was too well found-|documents which had been published in the United 
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states. Count Sebastiani remarked that he knew very 
little of the intrinsic merits of this claim, but it seemed 
to him that the Government of the United States stood 
committed by the letter of Mr. Gallatin to the Duke de 
Richelieu, of the 2d December, 1816, connected with the 
Duke’s answer, to pay it, and it was a matter of much 
surprise in France that it had not been heretofore paid. 
| replied by calling his attention to the language of the 
correspondence between Mr. Gallatin and the Duke de 
Richelieu, as not justifying the inference he had drawn 
from it. 

The minister then said he had not yet had time to make 
himself thoroughly acquainted with this claim, or the 
others which would be presented; that he would be ne- 
cessarily occupied with other matters of great urgency 
before the departure of the King, who was to set out on 
the 6th instant on an excursion into the eastern depart- 
ments, but that, if I would call again on Wednesday, the 
8th instant, he hoped then to be able to enter with me on 
this part of our negotiation. 

On the 8th instant, accordingly, I called again at the 
Office of Foreign Affairs; but the minister informed me 
that an exposition of the French claims, which was pre- 
paring in the bureau, had not yet been completed, and he 
was consequently not ready to enter upon the subject with 
me; that it would probably be finished that day or the 
next, and, after reading it, he would immediately send it 
tome that I might make my observations upon it. 

On the 10th instant, not having yet received the promis- 
edexposition, I renewed my call at the Office of Foreign 
Affairs; but the minister being urgently occupied with 
the affairs of Belgium, which had at that moment assum- 
eda very critical and menacing aspect, from the refusal 
of the Congress to comply with the demand of an unqua- 
lified adhesion to the protocols of the London conference, 
he sent me an apology for not being able to see me, and 
requested that I would return on the following day. 

On the 11th, when I returned, the minister was on the 
point of leaving his hotel, on an occasion connected with 
the same engrossing topic of Belgian affairs, and I was 
again disappointed in the hope of a conference. 

In this state of things, I thought it important that the 
proposition which had been made by the French Govern- 
ment for the adjustment of our claims should be put on 
record, and, with that view, as well as to accelerate the 
progress of the negotiation, I yesterday addressed to the 
minister a note accompanied by the projet of a conven- 
tion, copies of both of which are herewith enclosed. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. Martin Van Buren, 
Secretary of State. 

P. S. Lest, by possibility, the important despatch of Mr. 
Gallatin, of the 14th January, 1822, hereinbefore refer- 
red to, may not be on the files of the State Department, I 
enclose a copy of it taken from the books of this lega- 
tion. 


W. C. Rives to Count Sebastiani, Minister, Secretary of State 
for the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


Panis, June 13, 1831. 


MonsigurR Le Comte: The explanations which have al- 
ready taken place in the numerous conferences which I 
have had the honor of holding with your excellency on 
the subjects of the negotiation with which we have been 
recently occupied, leaving very little more to be done than 
the formal execution of what has been mutually agreed 
upon, it has appeared to me that the readiest mode of 
bringing the negotiation to a termination would be the 
presentation of regular conventional articles. I have, 


i be distributed among the several claimants. 
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therefore the honor to submit to your excellency the pro- 
jet of a convention, in English and in French, which your 
excellency will recognise to be the same as that Ihad the 
honor to hand you on the 3d instant, except that the 
blanks, left in that, are now filled up according to the 
terms of your excellency’s proposition, to wit, the blank 
for the principal sum to be paid, with the sum of twenty- 
five millions of francs; that for the interest, with four per 
cent., &c. &e. 

If this projet should not meet the views of your excel- 
lency in all respects, as the general approbation of it ex- 
pressed by you assures me that it does in the main, I take 
the liberty to invite your excellency to state the result of 
your observations upon it, in the furm of admission, modi- 
fication, or substitution of the respective articles, that be- 
ing obviously the best means for arriving at the prompt 
practical conclusion which is believed to be equally in the 
interests and wish of both parties. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. C. RIVES. 


Projet of Convention. 

The United States of America, and his Majesty the King 
of the French, equally desiring, by a just and amicable ter- 
mination of the discussions which have arisen between the 
Governments of the two countries, to extinguish all source 
of misunderstanding between them, and to establish their 
friendship and harmony on a lasting foundation, have, for 
this purpose, respectively named their plenipotentiaries, 
to wit, the President of the United States of America, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, William 
©. Rives, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the said United States at the court of his Majesty 
the King of the French, and his Majesty the King of the 
French, who, after having exchanged their full powers, 
found in good and due form, have agreed upon, and con- 
cluded the following articles: 

Article 1. His Majesty the King of the French engages 
to pay to the Government of the United States the sum of 
twenty-five millions of francs on account of the reclama- 
tions preferred by the said Government in behalf of its 
citizens for the alleged capture, seizure, sequestration, 
condemnation, or destruction of their vessels and cargoes, 
or other property, by the public or private armed ships, 
the tribunals, officers, or other authorities of France; 
which sum of twenty-five millions of francs the Govern- 
ment of the United States agrees to receive, and to cause 


Article 2. The aforesaid sum of twenty-five millions of 
francs shall be paid at the city of Washington, in six an- 
nual instalments, of fres. 4166.666.66 each, and to such 
person or persons as shall be authorized by the Govern- 
ment of the United States to receive the same; the first of 
the said instalments to be paid at the expiration of one 
year following the date of this convention, and the others 
at successive intervals of a year, one after another, till the 
whole shall be paid. 

At the payment of each of the said instalments, the in- 
terest thereupon, as well as upon the other instalments 
then remaining unpaid, which is hereby fixed at the rate 
of four per centum, to be computed from the date of this 
convention, shall be likewise paid. 

Article 3. The final adjustment of the claims in question, 
jand the distribution of the abovementioned sums, shall be 
| made in such manner, and upor such principles, as shall 

be determined by the Congress of the United States, or 
by a tribunal to be organized by them for that purpose. 

Article 4. In order to facilitate the investigation and ad- 
justment of the said claims, his Majesty the King of the 

French engages, when thereunto requested, to cause to 
be delivered to any person or persons who shall be duly 
authorized for that purpose, by the Government of the 
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United States, all such documents, papers, judicial acts» 
or other proceedings, existing in the archives of the prize 
tribunals, or of other departments of the French Govern- 
ment, as relate to the acts for which the foregoing indem- 
nity is stipulated to be paid. 

Article 5. The Government of the United States hereby 
definitively renounces the reclamations which have been, 
or might hereafter be, formed, respecting the illegal cap- 
tures, seizures, sequestrations, condemnations, and other 
injuries hereinbefore mentioned; and his Majesty the King 
of the French, on his part,abandons the reclamations which 
have been heretofore presented by the Government of 
France against the United States, particularly in what re- 
lates to the discussions which have taken place between 
the two Goverments respecting the execution of the eighth 
article of the treaty of cession of Louisiana. 

Article 6. The present convention shall be duly ratified 
on both sides, and the ratifications shall be exchanged at 
Washington in the space of months after the date of 
the signature hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof, and in virtue of our respective full 


powers, we have signed these articles, and thereto set our 
seals. 


Done at Paris, the day of 1831. 


(TRANSLATION. ] 
Mr. Rives to Count Sebastiani. 
Panis, June 13, 1831. 
Monsieur te Comre: After the explanations which 
have been made on both sides in the many conferences we 
have had on the subject of this negotiation, I conceive 
that, as nothing but a formal conclusion remains to be 
made, the best plan would be for me to present a draught 
ofaconvention. Therefore, I now have the honor of trans- 
mitting to your excellency a projet drawn up in English 
and French, which will be found to be the same submit- 
ted by me on the 3d instant, except that the blanks left in 
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and consent of the Senate, William C. Rives, Envoy fy. 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the said Unit. 
ed States near the court of his Majesty the King of the 
French; who, having communicated to each other their 
full powers, found to be in due and proper form, haye 
agreed upon the following articles: 

Article 1. His Majesty the King of the French engages 
to pay to the Government of the United States the sum of 
twenty-five millions of francs, in acquittal of the claims 
preferred by said Government in behalf of its citizens, on 
account of illegal captures, seizures, sequestration, con. 
demnation, and destruction of their vessels, cargoes, and 
other property, by the armed ships of the State, or of 
private individuals, and by the tribunals, officers, and 
other authorities of France; which sum of twenty-five mil. 
lions of francs the Government of the United States cop. 
sents to receive, and distribute among the various claim. 
‘ants. 

Article 2. The abovementioned sum is to be paid at 
Washington, in six annual instalments of four million one 
hundred and sixty-six thousand six hundred and sixty-six 
francs sixty-six centimes each, to such person or persons 
as the Government of the United States may authorize to 
receive them; the first instalment to be paid at the end of 
one year after the signing of the present convention, and 
the others at the end of each year, successively, until the 
whole be paid. To the amount of each annual payment 
shall be added the interest of the sum then paid, as well 
as that of the whole sum which remains to be paid; the 
interest being fixed by this convention at the rate of four 
|per cent. per annum, to be calculated from the day of the 
signing of said convention. 

Article 3. The definitive settlement of the claims in 
question, and the distribution of the specified sums, will 
be conducted after the manner, and according to the prin- 
ciples, which may be laid down by the Congress of the 
United States, or by the tribunals which it may establish 
for the purpose. 

Article 4. In order to facilitate the examination and ad- 
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W.c. Rives. |¢ightharticle of the treaty of cession of Louisiana. 

Article 6. The present convention shall be duly rati- 
fied by the two contracting parties, and the ratifications 
shall be exchanged at Washington within six months af- 
ter the date of the signature thereof, and as soon within 
that period as possible. 

In faith whereof, and in virtue of their respective full 
powers, the abovementioned plenipotentiaries have sign- 
ed the preceding articles, and have thereunto affixed their 
seals. 

Done at Paris, this 

jeighteen hundred and 


[TRANSLATION. | 


Projet of a Convention between the United States and 
France, submitted by Mr. Rives to Count Sebastiani on 
the 13th June, 1831. 


His Majesty the King of the French, and the United 
States of America, being equally desirous to terminate the 
existing differences between the two countries in a just 
and amicable manner, and thus, by destroying all causes 
of misunderstanding, to establish, on a lasting basis, that 
friendship and harmony which should hereafter unite them, | fy.9m the Minister of Foreign Affairs of France to Mr. Rives. 
have, to that effect, named their respective plenipotentia- ar 


ries, to wit: Panis, June 15, 1831. 
His Majesty the King of the French, The Minister of Foreign Affairs has the honor of trans- 
. * * > 


and the/mitting to Mr. Rives, according to his promise, sixteen 
President of the United States, by and with the advice | notes, containing an exposition of all those French claims 
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[TRANSLATION. ] 
Claims of France. 


1. Claim of the heirs of Beaumarchais for 
articles furnished according to account 
admitted on the 3d of February, 1806, 
being principal and interest to that date, 

Interest on the above sum since February 
3, 1806, according to contract, - 

2. Value of the privateers Vengeance and 
Franchise, burnt by a mob at Savannah, 
in 1811, - - - - 

3. Value of the privateer La Revanche du 
Cerf, burnt in the harbor of Norfolk, 
in 1811, by an unlawful force, - - 

4. Claim for damages sustained by the 
ship St. Francois, which was obliged to 
alter her course, and to receive on board 
thirty-six English prisoners from the 
American sloop of war Wasp, - - 

5. Claim for the Jeune Emilie on account 
of damages similar to those sustained by 
the St. Francois, - ~ - 

6. Claim for damages on account of the 
detention of the ship Minerve by the 
American frigate Constellation, in the 
port of Mahon, in 1823, - : 

7. Claim on account of the illegal deten- 
tion of the Eugene by the custom-house 
officers on St. Mary’s river, in Florida, 
in 1820, - - . ° . 

8. Claim on account of exorbitant salvage 
duties levied by the United States 
schooner Terrier on the French ship 
Calypso, viz. 

For the ship, - - - : 
For the cargo, - - - 

9. For overcharge of duties on the French 
ship Pactole, at Pensacola, in 1827, - 

10. Damages sustained by the Jeune Eu- 
genie, from her being illegally seized on 
the coast of Africa by the United States 
schooner Alligator, and from depreda- 
tions, - - - - . 

ll. For damages sustained by the ship 
Mathilde on account of detention by the 
United States schooner Alligator, - 

12. For damages of the same character 
sustained by the Julie, - : ° 

13, For detention of the Eliza by the Alli- 
gator, - - - - - 

14, For payment of four drafts upon the 
treasury of the Union, made payable to 
the order of the cashier of the French 
treasury on account of the cession of 
Louisiana, - - - - 

16. For the amount of prizes due to 
Frenchmen of the legion of Luxembourg 
by the State of South Carolina; said 
amount now lying in the Charleston 
Bank. See memorial. 

15. Claims of Frenchmen to lands grant- 
ed them by Indian tribes before they be- 
came under the Government of the 
United States. See memorial. 









































































Sum total of accounts made out, - 
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against the United States which have been considered as 
properly comprehended in the negotiation now going on. 

He takes this occasion to assure Mr. Rives of his high 
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[TRANSLATION. ] 
Note 1.—Beaumarchais’s Claim. 

The heirs of Beaumarchais claim from the Government 
of the United States payment for arms and clothing fur- 
nished to the United States during the war of indepen- 
dence. The amount, as calculated by the American trea- 


Frances. Ce, | SUTy in 1806, February 3d, was, in principal, 667,250 li- 


vres, and in interest up to that date 2,032,749 livres. 
The interest since that period, according to the terms of 
the contract, will be about 1,000,875 francs more; so that 


2,699,999 00 | the whole debt, up to this moment, is 3,700,874 francs. 


The Government of the United States, however, re- 


1,000,875 00 fuses to pay this debt, alleging, first, that Mr. Beaumar- 


chais received from Count de Vergennes, in 1776, the 
sum of one million (livres, ) out of the secret fund of the 
170,000 00 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which he was to employ in 
| furnishing the very articles for which his heirs now de- 
mand payment; and that he had thus received more than 
he laid claim to as having been advanced. 
—s Secondly, that the sbovietentioasd million was after- 
wards counted in the donation of three millions made by 
France to the United States, according to the financial 
treaty of February 26, 1783. 

To this the heirs of Beaumarchais reply, that this mil- 
lion was not employed in furnishing the articles for which 
payment is now demanded; and that M. Beaumarchais 
40,000 00 | had rendered account thereof to the French Government, 

. which alone had a right to inquire into the subject, and 

| receive such account. 
Things being in this state, Mr. Gallatin, on the 2d De- 
946 00} cember, 1816, addressed to M. de Richelieu a request 
| that he would give him some explanation as to the man- 
ner in which said million had been expended, adding, 
| that an explicit negative declaration by the French Go- 
20.000 09 | Yernment would silence the objection made to the claim 
, | by the United States. 
| M. de Richelieu replied on the 16th December, 1816, 
|in a manner entirely favorable to the heirs of Beaumar- 
|chais; for he declared, formally, that ‘* the million given 
30,000 09 | 9" the 10th of June, 1776, had immediately reached its 
80,000 00 | intended destination, and that (according to the custom 
n ~ | of that time) a simple approval by the King was the only 
12.000 09 | definite account (piece comptable) of the use which had 
7 | been made of it; (this approval was dated December 7, 
| 1776, but a few months after the delivery of the money;) 
‘and that, moreover, from a new examination of the facts, 
| it appeared that the million in eee had - been em- 
a9 ,|Ployed by M. Beaumarchais in purchasing the articles 
263,897 00 whieh had been sent to the United States. . 
| M. de Richelieu had, therefore, reason to hope that 
60.000 go | Congress would act favorably and speedily on a claim 
¥ | founded upon the most sacred obligations. 
80.000 00 | Several Presidents of the United States, two Attor- 
eg | neys General, and the greater portion of the congression- 
30.000 | al committees, have been in favor of acquitting this claim, 
vos and, in fact, after the express declaration made by the 
| French Government, no reason can be given for deferring 
| the payment. 
It may be observed, besides, that the United States 
101.534 41| House of Representatives appears to have considered the 
? | question ended, by its adoption of the report of a commit- 
| tee made February 16th, 1824, which hinted that the 
| Executive should include this claim in fne negotiations 


| then going on between the United States and France. 
‘ 


30,000 00 





[TRANSLATION. ] 





Note 2.—Claim on account of the French vessels Ven- 
geance and Franchise. 


The French privateer Vengeance, and the despatch 








- 4,689,241 41 Per Franchise, were, on the 15th of November, 1811, 


burnt in the port of Sayannah, by a mob which had been 
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raised on purpose against the French. The owners claim 
indemnification for their losses, which they have proved 
to be equal to 170,000 francs. 

It is universally admitted that all damages sustained in 
consequence of popular tumults are to be repaired either 
by the district in which they were received, or by the 
Government of the country; for, in such cases, the ordi- 
nary tribunals are incapable of rendering justice to the in- 
dividuals who have suffered. The Governments under 
the faith and protection of which strangers place their 
persons and property, and, more especially, their naviga- 
tion and commerce, should secure them from acts of vio- 
lence of this nature, which, on account of the number of 
persons engaged, become public acts. In the United 
States, strangers neither can nor ought to know any other 
than the General Government of the Union; and if the re- 
sponsibility rest in the end upon the State of Georgia or 
the city of Savannah, it is the duty of the Federal Go- 
vernment, towards a country in peace with the United 
piste to use its power in obtaining justice for the in- 

ured. 
. The minister of France, at Washington, demanded in. 
demnification for the loss of these two vessels as early as 
1812, but the success of this demand became naturally in- 
volved in the examination, then going on, of claims 
against France which the United States was preparing to 
assert. 

The Chamber of Deputies has strongly recommended 
that this claim should be admitted in the negotiation now 
pending between France and the United States. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 


Note 3.—Claim on account of the French privateer La Re- 
vanche du Cerf. 


The French privateer La Revanche du Cerf, of 70 tons, 
carrying four guns, entered the bay of Norfolk in April, 
1811. The inhabitants were at that time exasperated 
against the French, and some false reports which had 
been circulated against the vessel were the cause of a po- 
pular tumult; in fine, on the night of the 15th of April, 
the privateer was surrounded by boats filled with armed 
men, who boarded her, seized and tied the crew, and then 
set her on fire. 

This striking violation of the rights of nations remain- 
ed unpunished; but the demand for indemnification is 
founded upon the same principles with that for the de- 
struction of La Vengeance, and the right is equally incon- 
testable. 

The claim amounts to 70,000 francs. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 


Note 4.—Claim on account of the French ship St. 
Francois. 


The French ship St. Francois, during her passage from 
Marseilles to Cayenne, was stopped on the 25th Septem- 
ber, 1814, by the United States sloop of war Wasp, of 
twenty-two guns, whose commander, Captain Blakely, 
compelled the master of the St. Francois to receive on 
board his vessel thirty-six English prisoners, under peril 
of having her burnt in case he refused. 

The St. Francois, not having on board provisions 
enough, was obliged to stop at Madeira, where the pri- 
soners were delivered up to an English frigate: the own- 
ers, however, sustained a heavy loss, which can be proved 
to have been occasioned entirely by the violent and arbi- 
trary proceedings above related. Indemnification to the 
amount of 30,000 francs is now demanded of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, which is clearly responsible for 
the acts of its navy officers, The claim is for being forced 
to quit her course, and for expenses of prisoners. 
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[TRANSLATION. ] 


Note 5.—Claim on account of the French brig La Jeun, 
Emilie. ‘ 

The brig La Je ne Emilie, of St. Malo, while fishing 
for cod on the Banks of Newfoundland, in August, 1814 
was boarded by the American privateer Whig, Captain 
Clark, of New York, and obliged, at the risk of being 
sunk, to receive eleven English prisoners, for whose sUup- 
port no provisions were furnished. In consequence of 
this, the brig was obliged to quit the Banks, with oy!y 
one-third of a cargo of fish, and the owners sustained q 
loss, for which they claim indemnification, to the amount 
of 40,000 francs. 

The conduct of the privateer was clearly at variance 
with the laws of nations and maritime usages; and the 
United States being responsible for the acts of its priya. 
teers against neutrals, cannot refuse the claim of the 
owners of the Jeune Emilie. 


[TRANSLATION. } 
Note 6.—Claim on account of the brig La Minerva. 

The French brig La Minerva, while inthe act of leaving 
Port Mahon, was, on the 3d of January, 1823, boarded 
by a detachment of fourteen men from the United States 
frigate Constitution; they came under pretence of looking 
for a deserter, and the midshipman who commanded them 
used great violence towards the captain of La Minerva, 
in consequence of which he was obliged to drop anchor, 
and lay his complaints before the French consul. The 
matter being inquired into, the American commander 
disavowed the proceedings of the midshipman and sailors; 
but La Minerva was detained twelve days, which, at the 
rate expressed in her papers, was equivalent to a loss of 
nine hundred francs, besides the expenses of protests- 
tions, &c., which were forty-six francs, making in all nine 
hundred and forty-six francs, which the captain claims, 
and which the American Government should pay, as itis 
clearly responsible for the acts of its officers towards other 
countries. 


(TRANSLATION. } 
Note 7.—Claim on account of the ship Eugene. 


The French ship Eugene sailed from Malagar to a Flo- 
rida port on the 30th of September, 1820. On the 2Ist 
of November, she cast anchor at St. Joseph’s, on the side 
of the river St. Mary, which then belonged to Spain, and 
made her declaration at the Spanish custom-house of St. 
Augustine. But, on the 26th, the officers of the Ameri- 
can custom-house of St. Mary’s wished to oblige him to 
pay duties at that port, and, on his refusal, forced him to 
quit the coast. 

The Eugene, thus driven off, went to Savannah, and 
there finished its business, at a loss, however, the cargo 
being selected for another port. This loss amounted to 
twenty thousand francs, for which the owners have been 
long endeavoring, in vain, to obtain indemnification. 

This proceeding of the custom-house officers is certain- 
ly an abuse of powers and jurisdiction, and indeed it has 
been formally acknowledged to be such; and, as the Go- 
vernment of the United States cannot refuse to acknow- 
ledge its responsibility for the acts of its officers, the sen- 
timents of justice with which it isimbued will not prevent 
a longer delay in settling this claim. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 
Note 8.—Claim on account of the ship Calypso. 

The French ship Calypso on her way from St. Domingo, 
laden with 500,000 pounds of coffee and 50,000 francs in 
gold, was, on the Ist of November, 1824, taken by a 
pirate off the coast of Cuba; her crew were put into 
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boat, and abandoned; two days after they were met by the | 
English sloop Lion, and the American corvette Terrier, | 


which two vessels, on the information received from the | 
French captain, set off, and, in a few days, found the Ca- 
lypso ashore. The pirates, who were plundering her, 
made off, and the ship was got afloat, but, instead of her 
being restored to her rightful owners, an American prize 
master was put on board, and she was carried into Key 
West; there a jury was raised by virtue of a pretended 
law of Florida, which, on the 2d of December, ordered 
the Calypso to be sold, and out of the proceeds, (very 
small,) eighty per cent. to be paid as salvage to her cap- 
tors, eight to her crew, and but twelve per cent. to the 
owners. 

The captain’s protest was in vain, and the claims of the 
persons interested have, as yet, received no attention. 
Among the claimants, the principal is Mr. Martin Lafitte. 
At length, however, the Government examined the pre- 
tended law under which the unjust decision was given, 
and has declared the same to be null and void; still it has 
not done any thing for the relief of the victims. At pre- 
sent, however, it will doubtless consider itself bound in 
honor to indemnify the owners for the injustice committed 


F towards them in the territory of the United States, under 


the semblance of legality, and through a usurpation of 
power not granted by the constitution. Itshould also be 
considered, that those who profited by the seizure were 
officers and seamen of the United States navy, whom it 
may oblige to refund. ‘The losses sustained amount to 
about 110,000 francs. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 
Note 9.--Claim on account of the ship Pactole. 


The custom-house of Pensacola, in 1826, laid upon the 
cargo of the French ship Pactole, over and above the 
dutiesas fixed for that period by the convention of June 
24, 1822, an additional duty of ten per cent. as imposed 
by the tariffs of the United States upon foreign shipping: 
this unjust demand was complied with, amounting to about 
12,000 francs. 

The Secretary of State informed the minister of France 
on the 28th of January, 1831, in reply to his demand for 
restitution of the above sum, that he hoped a decision 
would be passed favorable to his wishes, which was indeed 
only delayed by some accidental circumstances. 

The payment of this just claim cannot reasonably be 
delayed beyond the period when France shows herself 
anxious to do justice to the demands of the United States, 


[ TRANSLATION. ] 
Note 10.—Claim on account of the Jeune Eugenie. 


The Jeune Eugenie, from Guadaloupe, bound for Mala- 
guette, on the African coast, was taken in 1821, May 17, 
while lying at the mouth of the river Gallinas, by the 
American schooner Alligator, under pretence that she 
was engaged in the slave trade, that she was built in Ame- 
rica, and that there was no proof of her having become 
French property. 

The officers and sailors were put in irons, and the cap- 
tain, who happened to be ashore at the time, was left 
there. The Jeune Eugenie was then sent to Boston, with 
an American crew. 

Messrs. Raibant and Labatut, on receiving news of this, 
sent an agent to Boston, and on the 24th of August,1821, 
the French minister demanded of the Secretary of State 
the restoration of the vessel to the French consul at 
Boston. 

The American Government being :onvinced that the 
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to the French minister, declared that the Navy Depart- 
ment had issued orders to the commanders of the vessels 
employed in putting down the slave trade, to board no 
vessels sailing under any other than the United States 
flag. The French minister, in his note of the 22d of 
June, 1822, informed the Secretary that the French 
Government was satisfied; but that the question of in- 
demnification would be left undetermined, and that the 
right of demanding it still remained with the owners. 

The claim for indemnification is unquestionable, being 
based upon the responsibility of the General Government 
for the acts of its officers. 

The sum demanded is 233,897 francs for damages, and 
30,000 francs for articles taken from the vessel. 


(TRANSLATION. ] 


Note 11.—Claim on aecount of the Matilda. Aug. 30, 1830. 


The schooner Matilda was, on the 25th of May, 1821, 
boarded and captured at Grand Bacha, on the African 
coast, under pretence that she was engaged in the slave 
trade, although nothing could be adduced as proof. The 
crew were put in irons, and their places supplied by Ame- 
ricans. On the 10th June, when the prisoners were per- 
mitted to change their clothes, Captain Philibert and his 
men seized the opportunity to rise upon the prize crew, 
and retook the vessel. Captain Philibert then made sail 
for Cayenne, where he gave up the Americans, and made 
his declaration. 

The claim for indemnification is based on the same 
grounds with that of the Jeune Eugenie; the sum demand- 
ed is 60,000 francs. 


(TRANSLATION. ] 


Note 12.—Claim on account of the Julie. 


The French vessel Julie, while laying in the Rio Pongo, 
was on the 9th of May, 1821, boarded by thirty men; her 
cable was cut, and she was forcibly carried alongside the 
American ship Alligator. While on her way, she struck 
on a sand bank, and could not be got off until the tide had 
risen, and afterwards struck four times against rocks. 
When she reached the Alligator, her captain and super- 
cargo were carried on board that ship, where her papers 
were examined by the American captain, who declared 
that he had no right to detain her, and should instantly 
set her free. This was done in spite of the protestations 
of the French captain, who declared that, in the condi- 
tion in which his vessel then was, it would be impossible 
to keep the sea. The Julie, then being unable to reach 
her former anchorage, made sail for Havana, where she 
was condemned as unseaworthy. 

The French minister complained of the violence com- 
mitted by the Alligator; on the 20th of June, 1822, the 
Secretary of State replied that the American cruisers on 
the African coast are ordered to prevent American ves- 
sels only from engaging in the slave trade, and that the 
had received express orders not to interfere with those of 
any other nation. 

Indemnification is due by the United States, and the 
right of claiming it has been reserved for the owners of 
the Julie, as in the case of the Jeune Eugenie. 

The amount of damages sustained is estimated at 80,000 
francs. 


[ TRANSLATION. } 
Note 13.—Claim on account of the Eliza. 
The French schooner Eliza, under the command of M. 


Jeune Eugenie was bona fide French property, ordered Theodore, her second captain, (presumed mate,) was 
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from the American ship Alligator, under pretence that 
she was engaged in the slave trade. Her crew were putin 
irons, their places being supplied by Americans. On the 
27th of June, the French crew succeeded in retaking the 
vessel, and two days after, the Americans were, at their 
own request, put on board a schooner called the Leona 
Oriental, with which they happened to meet. Captain 
Theodore then set sail for Martinique, where he made 
his declarations. 

The owners lay claim to 30,000 francs, as indemnifica- 
tion for losses sustained. 


(TRANSLATION. } 
Note 14.—Claim of the Royal Treasury of France. 


By the convention of the 30th April, 1803, between 
France and the United States, the latter became bound to 
supply France with twenty millions of francs, which 
were to be appropriated to discharging the debts due by 
the French Government to citizens of the United States. 

As some discussions arose as to the mode of transacting 
the business of these accounts, General Armstrong pro- 
posed, in the name of his Government, that the funds 
should be transmitted by means of four drafts, amounting 
altogether to 101,534 francs 41 centimes, which he would 
draw upon the American treasury, payable to the order 
of the cashier of the French treasury. 

This proposition was accepted; the drafts were drawn; 
and on the 14th March, 1809, the Royal Treasury gave 
General Armstrong a certificate of the accounts being 
closed, the drafts being placed to the credit of the Unit- 
ed States. But when the drafts were presented for pay- 
ment, the Federal Government refused to honor them, un- 
til proof had been obtained that all the debts to citizens 
of the United States, which had been provided for in the 
treaty, had been paid. 

This refusal was not only contrary to all principle, but 
the reason given for it yields before a simple explana- 
tion. 

In the first place, bills of exchange are of an execu- 
tive character, and are used to transfer credit from one 
quarter to another: those in question were’ signed by 
General Armstrong, without reserve or condition, as be- 
ing within the limits of his instructions. The United 
States cannot refuse payment on the ground of necessity 
to examine a transaction which is already past. In the 
next place, the convention of 1803 binds the United 
States to pay twenty millions to France; and the Ameri- 
can creditors of France, who are to receive payment out 
of that sum, have no right, nor ever can have right, to 
call on the American treasury, which is under no obliga- 
tion towards them; moreover, not a single receipt for 
sums due to Americans has ever been transmitted to the 
United States: the French treasury is the sole deposi- 
tory thereof, as being alone concerned in them. Besides, 
it is true, that of six of the American creditors who were 
yet to be paid, five had demands of very small value; and 
the sixth, for 81,124 francs, would probably have opposed 
to him a claim of equal value, as General Armstrong was 
informed at the time. 

These drafts are therefore clearly still payable to the 
French treasury, with the exception of those engage- 
ments which are set forth in the treaty of 1803. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 
Note 15.—Claim on account of the Legion of Luxembourg. 


On the Ist March, 1805, the King of France lent the | 


ship Indien, for the term of three years, to the Prince of 
Luxembourg. The Prince then ceded his right to the 
State of South Carolina; and, in order to man the vessel, 
a legion was raised in France, called the Legion of Lux- 
embourg. 
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The State of South Carolina agreed to pay the Prince 
100,000 francs cash; and, in case the vessel should be lost, 
400,000 francs more; in addition to which, the Prince 
was to receive one-quarter of the value of the prizes, 
The legions were engaged upon the terms at which per. 
sons were then commonly enlisted to serve on board ships 
of war. 

The Prince, at the period of these engagements, owed 
the King 248,000 francs for sums advanced to him. 

The Indien, under the name of South Carolina, made 
many prizes while in the employment of the American 
State, but was finally taken by the enemy. 

Two orders of creditors then present themselves, claim. 
ing their shares of the prize money, to wit: the Prince of 
Luxembourg, and the members of the legion. 

After the peace, as the Prince was indebted to France, 
the Royal Treasury protested against the sum being paid 
to him. In consequence, an arrangement was effected, 
by which the Prince’s debt was ultimately discharged, by 
South Carolina, in 1807. There now remain only the 
claimants of shares in the prizes in the name of the legion, 

The lapse of time, the character of the claimants, death, 
and dispersion, have caused these claims to pass into an 
infinite number of hands. Syndics of doubtful creation, 
or whose powers are obsolete; lawyers in the same predi- 
cament; the smallness of the individual claims, and other 
circumstances, combine to lengthen out the proceedings, 
and increase the accumulation of papers, without advan- 
tage to any one except the agent, who has established 
himself for life, as he expects, at Charleston. 

All these difficulties cannot but increase, on account of 
the deaths of the primitive claimants; and especially to 
the United States will their heirs become troublesome. 

But one equitable mode of adjusting the affair presents 
itself. Let the State of South Carolina, which has no in- 
terest in the distribution, surrender to the French Go- 
vernment as the natural protector of the rights of its sub- 
jects, and, above all, as the guardian of the French sea- 
men, all the shares of the prize money now deposited in 
its care, the French Government being charged with dis- 
tributing it to those who make good their claims. 


(TRANSLATION. ] 


Note 16.—Claim on account of lands withheld by the Unit- 
ed States, which had been granted to Frenchmen by In- 
dians. 


Endeavors have been leng making, by several subjects 
of France, to obtain possession of lands which had been 
ceded to them by Indian tribes, either directly, or through 
the agency of companies authorized by certain States to 


in the country before it was annexed tothe United States. 
All these endeavors have been fruitless; the reply being, 
that the United States Government, from motives of po- 
licy, were obliged to declare all cessions of land by In- 
\dians, to other than itself, as null and void. 

| Now, although it be admitted that a Government may 
ideclare any class of its citizens incapable of contracting 
jwithin the limits of its own jurisdiction, and that stran- 
(gers who are ignorant of such law, or misinterpret it, 
|must bear the penalty, yet surely the case is different, in 
|which the contracts were made with Frenchmen before 
the Indians were recognised subjects of the United States, 
or where the lands in question were not embraced within 
| the legal limits of the United States at the period of their 
jbeing ceded. The relations between the United States 
jand the Indians were thus regulated, at first, by formal 
itreaties, which supposed each party te be independent, 
and the contracts reciprocal; and it was thus, by a series 
of treaties and mutual agreements, that the United States 
successively acquired most of the territories which had 
been occupied by the aborigines. Others were secured 
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to them, and the limits fixed by convention; and it is only 
in a few of these treaties that the condition of selling only 
to the Government was inserted. In all cases in which 
this latter condition had not been imposed, the Indians 
certainly possessed the right of selling or ceding their 
lands to whomsoever they pleased, and nothing but a for- 
mal treaty could divest them of this right, or render void 
the cessions of sales thus made. Indeed, the rights of 
strangers to lands thus acquired should be considered as 
particularly sacred in cases where the State Governments 
authorized the cessions made by Indians; for, if those Go- 
vernments have gone beyond the limits of their powers in 
so doing, certainly the stranger who acts with good faith 
should not be made the sufferer. 

As to cessions made by the authorities, or proprietors, 
not Indian, before the country was annexed to the United 
States, the greater portion of these were in Louisiana, 
and constitute the property of individuals, whose rights 
were formally admitted and guarantied by the fourth arti- 
cle of the treaty of cession of that country. Neverthe- 
less, instead of testing the validity of the rights of those 
holders by their accordance with the terms of the treaty; 
instead of examining them with reference to the state of 
things when the cessions of the lands were made; taking, 
also, into consideration, the distance of the period, the 
interruption of relations between the two countries on 
account of the long European wars, the agents of the Fe- 
deral Government, guided, doubtless, by their zeal, have 
proceeded to examine into the titles of these proprietors, 
and to submit them to new laws. In truth, it must be 
owned that the claimants have been received with favor 
by the Federal Government, and committees have been 
named for the purpose of proposing an equitable mode of 
recognising the rights of proprietors which are based upon 
ancient titles, and guarantied by treaty. Moreover, it be- 
ing impossible to set a value upon the losses sustained by 
the French, and thus to fix the indemnifications to which 
they would be entitled in the cases of each class of ces- 
sions stated above, the most equitable method of regulat- 
ing these indemnifications would be, to name a commis- 
sion composed of persons of the two nations, ( commission | 
miazte, ) which should be charged with the examination 
ofall the grants to Frenchmen which should be presented 
and proved within a given period. All that would be ne- 
cessary would be to establish the principle upon which 
such commission would be formed, and under which it 
would act in the treaty which is now in progress. 


Panis, June 19, 1851. 


Monsieur tx Comre: According to your excellency’s 
desire, expressed to me on the 17th instant, I have now 


the honor to transmit to you some observations, hastily | 


thrown on paper, in relation to the French reclamations 


presented in the memoir which accompanied your excel-| 


lency’s note of the 15th. ‘The time has not permitted, 
nor have I supposed it necessary, after the numerous oral 
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furnished to the Congress of the United States, under the 
title of gratuitous assistance, from the pure generosity of 
the King; three millions of which were granted before 
the treaty of February, 1778, and six millions in 1781.” 
Two millions only having come to the hands of the Con- 
gress of the United States, or of their official agents, pre- 
vious to the treaty of February, 1778, it became neces- 
sary to investigate through what channel and in what 
manner the other million had been furnished to the United 
States. A suspicion immediately arose that this million 
had been received by Mr. Beaumarchais, who had sent a 
large amount of military supplies to the United States, for 
which, though he had been already paid four or five mil- 
lions of francs, his account yet remained to be definitively 
adjusted. Inquiries were accordingly addressed to the 
French Government on the subject, to which an answer 
was returned, that, besides the two millions furnished in 
1777, one million (that in question) was paid out of the 
Royal Treasury on the 10th day of June, 1776; but a 
copy of the receipt was refused, and the minister also 
declined to disclose the name of the person who had re- 
ceived the money. The opinion continuing every day 
to gain strength, that this million had been received by 
Mr. Beaumarchais, who, in that case, would be accounta- 
ble for it to the United States, a formal application was 
addressed by the minister of the United States to the 
French Government on the 21st day of June, 1794, asking 
for information relative to the million advanced in June, 
1776, to whom it was paid, and for what objects expend- 
ed; and g expressly that the purpose of the ap- 
plication was to charge Mr. Beaumarchais with this sum 
in the settlement of his account for supplies, if it should 
appear that he was the person who received it. Monsieur 
Buchot, then Commissary of Exterior Relations, in answer 
to this application, sent a copy of a receipt for one million 
of francs, dated the 10th June, 1776, and signed by Mon- 
sieur Beaumarchais; which receipt, Monsieur Buchot adds, 
appears to be ‘* celle dont le Gouvernement des Etats Unis 
a besoin pour regler ses comptes.’? No doubt thencefor- 
ward remaining that the million advanced on the 10th of 
June, ‘as aid and subsidy to the United States,” had been 
received by Mr. Beaumarchais for their use, he was held 
accountable for it by the officers of the treasury, and for- 
mally charged with itina definitive settlement of his ac- 
counts, which took place in the year 1805. That settle- 
ment still left a balance of 222,046 francs due to Monsieur 
Beaumarchais, which, in the following year, was paid to 
his heirs. Since that period the question in regard to the 
disputed million has been revived by the heirs of Beau- 
marchais, in an appeal to the Congress of the United 
States from the decision made by the Treasury Depart- 
ment. They allege that the million received by Monsieur 
Beaumarchais was applied by him to some secret service, 
unconnected with the purchase of supplies; and, in sup- 
port of that assertion, they have adduced certain declara- 
tions made by the ministers of France: 

Ist. That the French Government ‘* est resté constam- 


; : ; 
explanations which have taken place, to enter intoa more | : . E o 
‘aie 1 examination of these aed me |ment étranger a toutes les transactions mercantiles de 
<a ain the aioe ne ee: | Monsieur Beaumarchais avec les Etats Unis.” 
With ai Stites Laeik peiesl tebibion | 2d. That the million paid to Mr. Beaumarchais, on the 
t istingu siderati , 


Your excellency’s most obedient 10th June, 1776, ** etait donné pour un objet de service 
~ politique secret, dont le Roi s’est reserve la connaissance. 

These declarations have never appeared to the Govern- 
ment of the United States sufficient for the purpose for 
| which they have been cited. The first is understood on- 
|ly to affirm that the French Government had no participa- 
ltion in the commercial risks, profits, or losses of Mr. Beau- 
|marchais: that it was not intended to convey the idea that 
\they had made no sales or advances to him on account of 
ithe supplies, may be inferred from the admitted fact that 
la considerable part of those supplies was taken from the 
King’s stores and arsenals. The second declaration does 
by no means exclude the idea that the million in question 


and most humble servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
A Son Excel. Le Comte SenastTiant, 
Ministre, Sec. d’Etat, &c. &e. &e. 


No. 1.—Affuire Beaumarchais. 

This question has its origin in a recital contained in the 
contract concluded between Count de Vergennes and Dr. 
Franklin, on the 25th February, 1783, in which, in addi- 
tion to the loans made by the King of France to the Unit- 
ed States, mention is specially made of *‘aids and subsidies 
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was given to Mr, Beaumarchais to purchase military sup- 
plies for the use of the United States; for an advance 
made with the view of thus aiding revolted English colo- 
nies, in June, 1776, when the King of France was in full 
peace with Great Britain, might very naturally and pro- 
perly be considered a secret political service. 

The supposition that this million was given to Mr. Beau- 
marchais, not to reach the United States in a material and 
tangible service, but to be paid to some other person for 
what is technically called secret service, is plainly incon- 
sistent with the language of the financial contract already 
cited, in which this million is mentioned as an *‘ aid and 
subsidy furnished to the Congress of the United States,” 
and, also, with that used by Count de Vergennes, in a 
letter to the King of France, on the 2d of May, 1776, in 
which, referring to this same million, he speaks of the 
measures he proposed to adopt, ‘* pour faire passer aux 
Americaines, &c.” The letter of the Duke de Richelieu, 
referred to in the notes, if examined with attention, will 
be found not to contain that ‘* simple but explicit nega- 
tive declaration” of a matter of fact which Mr. Gallatin 
had suggested. He makes no new declaration whatever 
inregard to the application of-the million, but merely 
comments and reasons upon the sufficiency of those which 
had been already made, and concludes with saying, “ Je 
suis donc fondé, &c. a persister dans les precedentes, de- 
clarations, &c.” 

In regard to the essential merits of this reclamation, an 
invariable opinion prevailed in the councils of the United 
States that it is not just. This opinion is founded on nu- 
merous communications of the American commissioners 
who resided in France at the time, on repeated assur- 
ances given to those commissioners by the ministers of 
the King, on the language used by the most confidential 
of those ministers with regard to the million in question, 
in the letter and instrument already cited; to which may 
be now added the language used by the King himself in a 
letter addressed by him, on the 8th of January, 1778, to 
the King of Spain, in which, urging the policy of France 
and Spain encouraging the revolt of the American colo- 
nies, he speaks of the ‘‘secours d’argent et autres que 
nous leurs avons donné, /e tout etant passé sur le compte du 
commerce.” 

If, as is mentioned in the notes, some of the public 
functionaries of the United States, and a part (though 
not a majority) of the committees in Congress who have 
examined the subject, have recommended the payment 
of this reclamation, it has not been from any conviction 
of its justice; but, as their respective recommendations 
will show, from different considerations. Certain it is 
that the Congress of the United States, with whom alone 
the decision rested, has heretofore uniformly refused to 
admit it. 

The report of the 16th of February, 1824, referred to 
in the notes, far from recognising the justice of the claim, 
expresses the opposite opinion on its merits, and pro- 
poses to refer it to the Executive, to be discussed in the 
pending negotiations, only because it had been already 
introduced into those negotiations by the French Goyern- 
ment; and in order, as the report adds, to obtain, on the 
scene of the transaction itself, such further developments | 
as might tend to dispel the obscurity, and remove the 
doubts then existing. 


No. 2.—Affaire de la Vengeance et de la Franchise. 


I have no knowledge of the circumstances of this case, 
except what has been derived from a hurried glance at 
some documents shown me by an agent of the claimants. 
From those documents, it appears that the affair origi- 
nated in a rive which took place between the American 
and French sailors at a house of bad fame, in which 
an American was killed, and a French sailor severely! 
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wounded. It appears, moreover, from the report made 
in the Chamber of Deputies on the 11th of September 
last, that the State, within whose jurisdiction this affyjy 
occurred, offered to make reparation for it; but that the 
minister of France in the United States opposed himself 
to the consummation of the arrangement. If this should 
be the case, it would, according to the principle even 
assumed in the note, materially impair the application 
now presented for indemnity. In the total ignorance ip 
which I am of the facts, it is impossible to form a decided 
opinion as to the merits of this reclamation. Though it 
forms a case obviously different from those wrongs com. 
mitted under express orders of the Government of France, 
for which the United States now claim redress, I doubt 
not that my Government would be disposed to make a 
candid examination of it, and, if found to constitute a fair 
demand on the justice of the United States, to make 
prompt reparation for it. 


No. 3.--.4ffaire dela Revanche du Cerf. 


I am wholly unacquainted with the facts of this case, 
having never before heard of it, and can form an opinion 
of it only from the statement contained in the note. From 
that statement, it appears that the act complained of was 
committed with perfect secrecy, under cover of the niglit, 
excluding thereby all opportunity for the protective in. 
terposition of the laws or of the public authority. With- 
out, therefore, inquiring into any of the circumstances 
which may have formed the provocation to this act, it 
seems sufficiently clear that there is no principle of public 
law which can render the Government of the United 
States responsible for it. 


No. 4.—-Affaire du St. Francois. 


This case is altogether new to me, and, it is presumed, 
has never been presented to the Government of the United 
States. If it were intended to found a demand of indem- 
nity upon it, it would seem obvi jsly just to have, in the 
first instance, carried it to the kne wledge of the American 
Government, and thus to haye afforded an opportunity 
for investigating the facts by receiving the statement of 
the officer whose conduct is complained of. The result 
of such an investigation might entirely change the aspect 
of the affair: at all events, justice requires that both par- 
ties should be heard. 


No. 5.--Affaire de la Jeune Emilie. 


This is a demand of indemnity for being forced, by the 
act of an American privateer, to quit the Banks of New- 
foundland before completing a fishing adventure. Ame- 
rican fishing vessels have experienced frequent molesta- 
tions from French vessels of war on the Banks of New- 
foundland, of which formal representations have been 
made by the minister of the United States to the Govern 
ment of France. If indemnity be demanded for such irre- 
gularities, it ought, clearly, to be reciprocal. 


No. 6.—Affaire de la Minerve. 


It appears from the statement of this case, contained in 
the note, which is all the information I have concerning 
it, that the conduct of the American midshipman was 
promptly disavowed by the commanding officer. There 
was no necessary detention of the Minerva, arising from 
the act of the midshipman. The subsequent delay of 
twelve days at Mahon, being entirely voluntary, so far as 


appears, on the part of the captain, it is not seen on what 


principle the Government of the United States can be 
charged with it. 


No. 7.—Affuire de ? Eugene. 
I have no knowledge whatever of this case, except 
what is derived from the statement contained in the 
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note, and that is not sufficiently precise to furnish the 
ground of an opinion. The nature of the means used by 
the custom-house officers to oblige the vessel to quit the 
river, is not mentioned, nor are other essential circum- 
stances stated. The river St. Mary’s is a small river, 
forming the boundary between the ancient territory of 
the United States and the former Spanish possessions in 
Florida, and affording great facilities (which were often 
used) for evading the revenue laws of the United States. 
This circumstance called for great vigilance on the part of 
the custom-house officers of the Union. What causes of 
suspicion they may have had against the Eugene, which led 
to the adoption of the measures complained of, is not 
known here; though doubtless the whole matter is under- 
stood at Washington, where, it would seem from an allu- 
sion in the note, that it has been the subject of discussion. 
The damages claimed are altogether speculative, founded 
on the supposition that a more advantageous sale of the 
cargo might have been made in Florida than at Savannah. 
It is difficult to recognise in a speculative calculation of 
that sort, under any circumstances, a substantial founda- 
tion for indemnity. 


—_— —- 


No. 8.—Affaire de la Calypso. 


As it seems, from the statement contained in the note, 
that this affair has been under discussion at Washington, 
| take it for granted that full explanations respecting it 
have been given there. Wholly uninformed as Iam of 
the facts, it is, therefore, the less necessary for me to 
make any observations on the subject. One considera- 
tion, however, is too obvious to be omitted—that the laws 
of the United States furnished the means of redressing 
any injustice which the parties may have suffered, by ap- 
pealing to the higher tribunals constituted for the express 
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ment of the United States, on behalf of its citizens, has, 
for several years past, demanded of the Government of 
France the restitution of discriminating duties imposed 
in France on American vessels, in contravention of the 
same treaty, and that a distinct negotiation is still pending 
on this subject. ‘The Government of the United States 
would, doubtless, be eager to embrace any occasion for 


the reciprocal adjustment of these reclamations on both 
sides. 





Nos. 10, 11, 12, 13.—-.4ffaires de la Jeune Eugenie, la Ma- 
tilde, la Julie, P Eliza. 

All these reclamations stand on the same foundation. 

| The four vessels were all captured in the course of the 
same month, (May, 1821,) on the coast of Africa, by an 

American ship of war sent there to aid in the suppression 

| of the slave trade. These vessels were engaged in that 
| traffic, and the American officers, judging from the con- 
struction of some of them that they were in fact Ameri- 
can property, successively took forcible possession of 
them all. One only of them, the Jeune Eugenie, was 
sent to the United States, where the American Govern- 
ment, having acquired proof that she was French proper- 
ty, immediately ordered her release. Of the three others, 
one was released by the American officer, and the re- 
maining two effected their own release. Representations 
}on account of the insult offered to the national flag were 
addressed by the minister of France to the Government 
at Washington, which immediately issued orders to the 
commanders of vessels charged with the suppression of 
the slave trade not to visit or search any vessels except 
those bearing the flag of the Union. The French Go- 
vernment declared itself satisfied with these measures, 
and the affair has been thenceforward considered as at an 


. es : 1 a is : " al . 
purpose of correcting the errors of inferior local autho-| €NG- An injury had been done to the French nation in 


rities. From the exigencies of the case, and in conformity 
to what is believed to be the usage of all other countries, 


France herself included, questions like that arising in the} be satisfactory. 


case of the Calypso must, necessarily, in the first in-| 
stance, be decided by some local tribunal. Citizens of 
the United States frequently experienced the most seri- 
ous grievances, in similar cases, from the irregular or 
improper action of the local authorities in France. In 


the violation of its flag by an American officer, and atone- 
ment was promptly made for it, which was declared to 
The American Government owed no re- 
dress, nor the French Government any protection, to the 
individual interests concerned, which had forfeited all 
right to the one or to the other, by being engaged ina 
traffic odious to humanity, and the suppression of which 
the moral feelings of mankind have made the common 





one case, particularly, mentioned by Mr. Gallatin in a let- 
ter to Viscount Montmorency, of the 29th July, 1822, 
the vessel and cargo were sold by an inferior officer, (who 
would not permit the intervention of the consular agent 
of the United States,) for less than the value of the ca- 
blesand anchors! These irregularities of the French local 
authorities have heretofore been made the subject of re- 
presentation to the Government of France, with a view 
to preventive measures to guard against their recurrence, 
and not to found upon them a demand of indemnities. 
But if indemnities are demanded for acts of this charac- 
ter, justice clearly requires that they should be recipro- 
cal, and extended to all cases depending on the same 
principle. : 

There is one reflection connected with this affair, which 
the claimants seem to have entirely forgotten, but which 
cannot, in justice, be lost sight of-—that, but for the inter- 
vention of the recaptors, their property would have been 
wholly lost to them; and that, under the circumstances, 
the restoration of any part of it is, in fact, a gain for 
them. 


No. 9.—.Affaire du Pactole. 


This is a demand for the restitution of discriminating 
duties alleged to have been imposed ona French vessel 
it Pensacola, contrary to the stipulations of the commer- 
cial convention of 24th June, 1822. Without entering 
intothe circumstances of this case, of which I have no 
knowledge, it is sufficient to remark, that the Govern- 








cause of all nations. 





No. 14.— Affair of the ** Trésor Royal.” 

I know nothing of the circumstances of this claim, ex- 
cept so fur as they are disclosed by the statement contain- 
ed in the note. From that it appears that the Treasurer 
of the United States has been willing to pay the drafts in 
question whenever the French Government would pro- 
duce the evidence that the individual creditors, for whose 
claims they were drawn, had been paid. The French 
Government has refused to do this, alleging that the 
United States can have no interest in the production of 
this evidence, that they owe no responsibility to the indi- 
vidual creditors, and that the convention of 1803 * has 
imposed upon them the pure and simple obligation to pay 
to France the twenty millions of francs.” This reason- 
ing, however, is not sustained by the convention itself, 
the third article of which declares that ‘‘the principal 
and interest of the said debts” (that is, the debts due by 
France to American citizens) ‘shall be discharged by the 
United States,” &c; and the sixth article further shows 
that these debts are to be discharged by direct payments 
made by the United States to the American creditors, who, 
upon obtaining a certain certificate, ‘‘auront droit aux 
mandats sur le Trésor des Etats Unis.”” The Government 
of the United States, therefore, by the convention, has 
evidently contracted an obligation to the American credit- 
ors, and is interested in having proper evidence of the 
| payment of their claims. It cannot be doubted, how- 
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ever, 
arranged by proper explanations between the two Go- 
vernments. The subject, it is believed, has never been 


presented to the political department of the Government 
at Washington, which would listen, as it has done on all 
other occasions, with loyalty and good faith, to any repre- 
sentations which. the Government of France might think 
proper to address to it concerning this affair. 


No. 15.—.Affuire des Legionnaires de Luxembourg. 


This is obviously a question between the Legionnaires 
and the State of South Carolina, to which the Govern- 
ment of the Union is entirely a stranger. 


No. 16.—Affaire des Concessions de Terrain. 

This reclamation relates to grants of land, in different 
parts of the Union, obtained from Indian tribes living 
within its limits, or derived under Governments which 
formerly possessed a portion of the territory now belong- 
ing to the United States. The note maintains the validity 
of the first mentioned grants, on the principle that the 
Indian tribes are virtually sovereign and independent, 
and, as such, have an incontestable right to dispose of 
their lands to whomsoever, and in whatever manner, they 
please. This position is contradicted by the invariable 
practice of all the European Governments who have, at 
any time, had possessions in America, and by solemn and 
repeated decisions on the point itself by the highest tri- 
bunals in the United States. Whatever may have been 
the form in which we have chosen to conduct our rela- 
tions with the Indians, no principle of our polity is better 
understood, or more firmly established, than that the In- 
dian tribes occupying portions of our territory do not 
possess a single attribute of national sovereignty, but are 
completely subject to the paternal dominion and tutelage 
of the United States, in whom only the sovereignty of the 
country resides. This is a question which it belongs to 
the United States alone to determine, and they have de- 
termined it on numerous occasions, and in the most so- 
lemn form, by the highest authorities known to the laws 
and constitution of the country. Whatever regulations 
the Government of the United States may have found it 
necessary to establish in relation to the transactions of in- 
dividuals with the Indian tribes, and that, too, in the in- 
terest of the Indians themselves, whom too much care 
could not be taken to protect against fraud, these regula- 
tions apply alike to their own citizens and to foreigners; 
and a foreign Government certainly has abundant cause 
of satisfaction when it knows that its own subjects 2.e put 
on the same footing as natives. 
The grants of land referred to as having been derived 
under Governments which formerly possessed a portion 
of the territory now belonging to the United States, are 
said to be chiefly in the State of Louisiana, and an article 
of the treaty of cession of that country is iavoked, as if it 
had specifically guarantied the grants in question. But 1 
find nothing else in the treaty than a general declaration 
that ‘les habitans seront incorporés dans? Union des Etats 
Unis et admis, aussitot qu’il sera possible, Ec. Ec., et en at- 
tendant, seront maintenus et protegés dans la jouissance di 
leurs libertés propriétés, et dans Pexercise des réligions qu’ils 
professent.” If there be any thing else in this treaty, or in 
any other treaty, which may be supposed to have a bear- 
ing on the grants in question, it is sufficient to say that all 
treaties made with foreign Powers are solemnly declared 
by the constitution ofthe United States ‘* tobe the supreme 
law of the land,” and that the tribunals of the country are 
bound, and doin fact govern their decisions, by them. When 
controversies arise in regard to land titles, it is the com- 
mon law of all nations that they should be decided ac- 
cording to the laws and by the tribunals of the country 
where the lands are situated. In judging claims of this 
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that the difficulty which has arisen might be easily \character, in which foreigners may be interested, the ty. 


bunals of the United States are governed, with a rigi; 
impartiality, by the same rules and principles which aye 
applied to similar claims of native citizens. Nothing more 
can be fairly demanded by a foreign Government. jf 
from an inherent vice in the titles themselves, or from 4 
non-compliance with the conditions of their grants, some 
of the natives of France have failed to establish their pre. 
tensions before the regular tribunals constituted for the 
purpose, the fault is certainly not that of the United States, 
If, when a claim cannot be judicially sustained, there yet 
may exist circumstances to recommend it to a benevolent 
consideration of the legislative authority, the appeal must 
be to Congress, where it seems that the claimants in ques. 
tion have already met with a reception that leaves them 
no cause of complaint. But to admit a foreign agency in 
the deterriination of questions of this character, would be 
a derogation of national sovereignty to which the Govern. 
ment of the United States can never consent. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Livingston. 
[No. 74.] Paris, June 29, 1831 

Srr: On the 15th instant I again called on the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, for the purpose of urging upon him (! 
necessity of bringing our negotiation to a definitive con. 
clusion. 1 found Baron Deffandis with him, who enter 
into various explanations and arguments respecting the 
French claims. <A general conversation on the subject 
ensued, which was necessarily vague and inconclusive, 
as no formal specification of these claims had yet been 
presented to me. Baron Deffandis said that the expositior 
which they had been preparing in the bureaux, was n 
completed; and the minister promised to send it to m 
soon as it was finished. 

I remarked to Count Sebastiani that, as some of the 
claims which had been mentioned were obviously unsvs- 
tainable, I hoped he would present none others than such 
as were approvec by his personal convictions of their 
justice. He assured me that none should be presented 
but such as seemed to be founded in principles of equity. 

In the evening of the same day, I received from the 
minister a note, accompanied by a list of fourteen pect- 
niary claims, amounting to 4,689,251 francs, and distinct 
expositions of each, together with two additional memoirs 
on claims of a peculiar character; copies of all which are 
herewith enclosed. 

On the 17th instant, having examined, as far as ‘ 
means in my possession would enable me, the merits of 
these reclamations, I again called on the Minister of F 
reign Affairs, and discussed with him and Baron Deffand 
(who was again present, ) in considerable detail, the gr 
er part of them. The minister then suggested that, as 
they had presented their claims in a written exposition, it 
would be more satisfactory and useful to receive my ob- 
servations on themin the same form, after which we mig)it 
more readily come to an understanding in a personal in 
view. He said that, on Tuesday, the 21st instant, he would 
be able to devote several hours to a further discussion | 
the subject with me, provided I could prepare, 
mean time, my written observations on the several claims 
which had been presented, and would send them to himat 
least one day beforehand. ‘To this arrangement I ver) 
promptly assented. 

Although I felt the justice of several of these reclama- 
tions, and the plausibility of others, yet, as the best means 
of leading to a favorable compromise, it appeared to me ex 
pedient, in drawing up my observations, to state as strongly 
as I could, consistently with fair discussion, objections and 
arguments which might be urged against each of them. It 
was with this view, particularly, that, in treating the 
claim of the heirs of Beaumarchais, ! brought forward, 
in as strong relief as the narrow limits of the discussion 
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would admit, the circumstances which had, from time to 


time, formed the ground of the argument against it in the 
United States among those who were opposed to its al- 
lowance. 

There were, among the claims presented, several others 
which had been the subject of diplomatic discussion at 
Washington; but altogether uninformed of the ground 
which had been taken there, and having no other know- 
ledge of the facts than what I could collect from the im- 
perfect sketches presented by the French Government 
itself, I was compelled to confine myself to the general 
views of them. My observations were prepared in the 
course of the 17th and 18th of the month, and, in order 
to avoid the necessity of translation at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, they were communicated in the French 
language. On the 19th instant they were transmitted to 
the minister with a note, acopy of which, as well as of the 
observations, is herewith enclosed. 

On the 21st instant, the day proposed by the minister 
for our interview, I again called at the Office of Foreign 
Affairs. The minister said he had read and considered 
my observations with attention; that he did not deem it 
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gress, by Presidents Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe; two 


Attorneys General of the United States, Messrs. Rodne 

and Pinckney, had given their official opinion that the 
credit claimed by the United States was not sustainable on 
legal principles; and, of ten committees of the House of 
Representatives who had examined the subject, six (for, 
since the preparation of my observations addressed to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, I find that a majority of these 
committees had made reports favorable to it) have re- 


it the cla its payment. 


If the claim were to be adjusted in the United States, 
it appeared impossible to separate the interest claimed 
from the principal. The committees of Congress which 
had made favorable reports on it, (particularly the select 
committee which made its report on the 28th January, 
1825, and the Committee on Foreign Affairs, which re- 
ported on the Ist April, 1828,) seem always to have 
regarded the interest on this claim as necessarily incident 
to the principal; and Mr. Gallatin, then Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his letter of the 27th January, 1806, to the 
chairman of the Committee of Claims, it will be perceived, 
treated the interest as equally due with the principal. To 


necessary to enter into a separate discussion ofthe several | get rid of this claim, amounting, alone, to more than three 


claims with me; that the principal one, and greatly ex-| 


| 


ceeding all the others in amount, was that of the heirs of} 


Beaumarchais; that the council before whom he had 
brought the subject, considered the claim just, and had 
determined to insist upon it: he had reason to believe, 
however, that the parties interested, in order now to secure 
their claim in a certain and definitive manner, might be 


and a half millions of francs, and of others, (among 
which are some of clear justice,) amounting to one mil- 


jlion more, fora gross sum of one anda half million of 
panes was an arrangement so obviously advantageous for 


the United States, that I did not hesitate to adopt it. 
The question respecting the eighth article of the treaty 
of cession of Louisiana then remained to be adjusted. The 


induced to accept a sum less than the whole amount they | minister declared that the national sentiment, as well as 


had claimed; that the o:her claims, among which there 


ner, be compromised, and that the whole subject of pri- 
vate French claims might thus be terminated by a trans- 
action en bloc, and, in all probability, for two or three 
millions of francs. 

He then sent for Baron Deffandis to give information on 
this point; but the Baron being detained at home by 


sickness, Count Sebastiani said it was necessary that he} 
should see him before he could come toa definitive conclu-| 


sion on the subject, and invited me to call again on the 
following morning. 1 remarked to the minister, that 
though 1 might not be disinclined to a compromise of these 
claims if he would be content with a reasonable allowance 
for pretensions so questionable, yet Icould not consent to 
so high a sum as he had mentioned. 

On the following day, (the 22d,) I called again on the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, as he had proposed, and 
found Baron Deffandis with him. ‘The discussion was re- 
sumed on the French claims, and particularly that of the 
heirs of Beaumarchais. After a great deal of conversa- 
tion, which it is not deemed necessary to detail, the sub- 


ject was arranged by the minister’s agreeing to accept a} 


gross sum of fifteen hundred thousand francs in satisfac- 
tion of all the claims. 

The claim of the heirs of Beaumarchais alone amounted 
to 3,700,874 francs. From the peculiar nature of this 


| the convictions and determination of the French Govern- 
were some of unquestionable justice, might, in like man-| 


ment, rendered a simultaneous arrangement of this ques- 
tion the indispensable condition of the acknowledgment 
}of our reclamations; but that he was willing, with some 
| little addition, to arrange it on the same basis which had 
been agreed upon between Monsieur Polignac and my- 
iself, 

Monsieur David, the Secretary General of the Bureau 
of Commerce, who had been consulted by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs on this subject, was present, and exhibit- 
|ed a projet he had prepared for a considerable reduction 
|of duties on French wines and brandies. I explained to 
ithe minister the considerations connected with the inte- 
jrests of our own industry, which rendered it impossible 
| for me to accede to any reduction of the duties on French 
\brandies. After a protracted conversation, with the de- 
| tails of which it is unnecessary to trouble you, it was finally 
jagreed that the United States should stipulate to reduce, 
(for a term of ten years, the duties on French wines to the 








| following rates, by the gallon, to wit: on wines in bottles, 
from 30 to 22 cents; on white wines, in casks, from 15 to 
} 10 cents; and on red wines, in casks, from 10 to 6 cents; 
in consideration of which, France should entirely abandon 
| her pretension under the eighth article of the treaty of 
cession of Louisiana, and, moreover, agree to abolish the 
idistinction now made in the French tariff between the 
|\long staple and the short staple cottons of the United 


claim, and the connexion of the French Government with| States, the effect of which will be a reduction of the duty 
it, the honor of the United States seemed now imperiously | on the former from 40 to 20 francs the 100 kilogrammes. 
todemandits adjustment, whether intrinsically well found-| ‘The motives and advantages of this arrangement on the 
edor not. The million which, with its interest, had been| part of the United States are so fully developed in my 
charged to the account of Beaumarchais, was not alleged | lespatch of the 20th May, 1830, that I need not here enter 
tohave been paid to him by the United States. It was/into the subject again. ‘That the increased consump‘ion 
claimed as a gift put into his hands by the French King | of French wines in the United States, under the reduced 
for the purpose of purchasing the supplies with which he | duties, will produce a material increase of the revenue 
had furnished the United States. But the French Go-|arising from this source, I cannot doubt; while the saluta- 
vernment had repeatedly declared that it was not applied | ry influence of the measure on the public health and mo- 
to the purchase of those supplies, but to an object of|rals in the free introduction of a cheap and unexciting 
secret political service, of which Beaumarchais had ren-| drink, no less recommends it to the approbation of an en- 
dered a satisfactory account to his own Government. lightened patriotism, of which it is known, indeed, to 
Under these circumst ances, the claim had been succes-| have been long a favorite and cherished object. 
sively recommended to the favorable consideration of Con-} I will remark, only, that the proposition made to Mon- 
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sieur Polignac, in May, 1830, had chiefly in view a reduc- 
tion of the duty on wines in cask. But the Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs desired a simultaneous reduction of the duties 
on other wines, with a view of conciliating the wine-grow- 
ing interest of Champagne and Bourgoyne, as well as of 
the South of France. Instead, therefore, of a reduction 
of 50 per cent. in the duties on red wines in cask only, 
(which the calculations made in my despatch of the 20th 
May, 1830, would require, in order to establish an equa- 
lity, in that respect, with Madeira wines,) it was agreed 
to grant an average reduction of about 53} per cent. in 
the duties on all kinds of French wines. 

Satisfactory explanations were given by the minister in 
regard to the difference in the rates of duties established, 
at present, in France, on the cottons of Turkey and In- 
dia, and those of other countries; and I was convinced, 
indeed, notwithstanding this difference of duty, that the 
cottons of the United States had nothing to fear froma 
competition with the inferior qualities and reduced sup- 
plies of the cottons of other countries. 

I had every reason, therefore, to be content with the 
equalization of the duties on the long staple and short 
staple cottons of the United States, operating a reduction 
of one-half of the duties now imposed on the former; es- 
pecially as the real motive of the stipulated reduction of 
duties on French wines in the United States was not to 
obtain commercial advantages, but to get rid of a claim of 
perpetual privileges, founded on the language of a treaty 
which had heretofore proved an invincible obstacle to the 
just reclamations of our citizens, and might be most one- 
rous and embarrassing for the future. 

Mr. Gallatin, in his letter of 27th February, 1823, to 
Monsieur Chateaubriand, shows that the effect of this 
pretension, on the part of France, might be to put it in her 
power to monopolize, in favor of the French navigation, 
the carriage of the whole commerce between her domin- 
ions and the ports of Louisiana. Between the risk of such 
a consequence, which would have been entailed upon the 
United States ‘*‘ forever,” in the event of an unfavorable 
issue of the arbitration proposed by the American Govern- 
ment in 1828, and a temporary arrangement which, atthe 
same time that it finally extinguishes the pretensions of 
France, is intrinsically advantageous to ourselves, there 
cannot, it is presumed, be any hesitation in making an 
election. 

The arrangements which had been agreed upon in this 
interview, left nothing to be done, but to settle, defini- 
tively, the form of the treaty in which they were to be in-| 
corporated. As the Minister of Foreign Affairs had not} 
yet presented a contre projet, it was understood that he 
would prepare these additional stipulations, and make} 
them a part of his projet. On the following day, (the| 
23d,) I returned to the Office of Foreign Affairs, for the | 
purpose of consulting with Baron Deffandis (on whom the| 
reduction of the contre projet devolved) in relation to} 
several points of it; on which, for the most part, we| 
agreed. He promised, as soon as the contre projet should 
have been approved by the council, to send it to me for| 
examination. On the 26th instant, I received it, and have| 
now the honor to enclose acopy. Yesterday I called on 





|the Antwerp sequestrations. 
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[No. 75.] Panis, July 8, 1831. 

Srr: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, the tregty 
which has been concluded with the Government of France. 
It was reduced on its definitive form on the 30th ultimo 
but the necessity of submitting it to the King, who had 
just returned from his tour in the eastern departments, 
and the subsequent absence of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, who accompanied the King in another excursion 
to Melun and Fontainbleau, on the 2d and 3d instants, 
prevented its signature till the 4th. 

In communicating the result of this long and arduous 
negotiation, I do not suppose it necessary to enter into an 
analysis of the articles of the treaty, which either suff. 
ciently explain themselves, or are already explained by 
the details given in my previous despatches. It will be 
perceived that the whole sum which the French Govern. 
ment is to pay on account of the reclamations of citizens 
of the United States for unlawful seizures, captures, Kc., 
is twenty-eight and a half millions of francs. In regard to 
the adequacy of this sum to pay the just claims of our citi- 
zens, I have already had the honor to refer to the despatch 
of Mr. Gallatin of the 14th of January, 1822, and beg leave 
here to cite the passage of it which relates to this subject. 

‘* Although I have enumerated all the cases within my 
knowledge, where actual condemnation had not taken 
place, | mustadd that it is possible that some vessels cap. 
tured, and probably that some burnt at sea whilst the 
Berlin and Milan decrees were in force, have not yet 
been definitively condemned. But there can be no expec. 
tation that indemnity will ever be obtained either for 
those, or in any of the cases where there has been such 
condemnation. Fromall the documents which I have yet 
seen, I do not believe that the total amount of this last 
mentioned class, after deducting the cases where the des- 
tination of the vessels was concealed, enemy’s proper- 
ty covered, or which might generally afford plausible 
grounds of condemnation, can exceed two millions of dol- 
lars in value. The Danish prizes, and the vessels and 
cargoes seized at Naples, are not included in that ¢ 
mate. The amount of sequestrations and vessels burnt at 
sea, where no condemnation has taken place, may be es- 
timated at about three millions of dollars. ‘This last esti- 
mate cannot be far from the truth, since we know th 
amount of the two largest claims, the St. Sebastian and 
The answer which this Go- 
vernment may give to my last note, will show whether 
we have any thing to expect from its justice in any case 
whatever; for, if the Antwerp claim is rejected, there 
can be no expectation that they will voluntarily allow any 
other.” 

If the opinion here expressed be correct, and certainly 
none enjoys, or is entitled to more respect, the sum sti 
pulated to be paid by the French Government will be 
amply sufficient to satisfy all the just claims of our citizens 
of every description, comprehended in the scope of the 
negotiation. 

The schedules founded on statements of the claimants, 


e 


| which have from time to time been presented to Congress, 


the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and proposed some slight | carry the amount of the claims much higher; but, for 
alterations in it, most of which were readily acceded to. | obvious reasons, they are not a safe guide either in regard 
Some few points of expression only remain to be further) to the validity or the amount of the claims. 
considered. Ina few days more, | have every reason to| past winter, I put these schedules into the hands of a most 
hope that the matter will be definitively consummated by intelligent countryman, whose practical acquaintance WwW ith 


During the 


the signature of the treaty. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 


| such subjects, and a personal knowledge of many of the 

transactions themselves, derived from a residence in Eu- 
| ropeat the time, gave particular value to his opinion. He 
|communicated to me the result of his examination in 4 
jletter, a copy of which, as showing the large dedi 
\to be made from the schedules, and as containing other 
| observations which may be found useful in the ultimate 
| investigation of the claims, I herewith transmit 


ictions 


To the Hon. Envwarp Livineston, 
Secrelary of State 
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he result which has been gained in the interest of the 
cuiesaai has not been achieved without the greatest 
difficulty. ‘The correspondence of Mr. Crawford, of Mr. 
Gallatin, and of Mr. Brown, with the Department of State, 
(the unfavorable parts of which have, for obvious rea- 
sons, not heretofore-been given to the public, ) shows that 
they regarded this whole subject as almost entirely hope- 
less. The difficulties, instead of being diminished, have 
been increased by the recent revolution here; the causes 
of which have been hinted at in several of my previous 
despatches, and particularly in that of the 8th Au- 
gust, 1830. The more popular genius of the new Go- 
yernment, in creating a greater tenderness for the public 
purse, and stronger sympathies with the interests of the 
tax-payers, has itself been a serious obstacle; to which 
have been added the pressure of extreme financial embar- 
rassments, and the absorbing pre-occupation of European 
olitics. 
F An arrangement which, amid so many difficulties, has 
secured for claims of our citizens (prosecuted in vain for 
the last twenty years, and a large portion, if not the whole, 
of which has been considered as desperate) a sum sufli- 
cient, in all probability, to pay every cent justly due, and 
nearly treble the amount pronounced to be due by the 
commission charged with their examination here ; which 
has, at the same time, extinguished claims of French sub- 
jects against the United States to the amount of near five 
millions of francs, by a stipulation to pay a million and a 
half; and has finally gotten rid of a most embarrassing 
claim (founded on the language of a treaty) of perpetual 
privileges in the ports of one of the States of the Union, 
by a temporary measure intrinsically advantageous to our- 
selves, and, in the definitive settlement of these unpleasant 
uestions, has laid a lasting foundation of harmony and 
fiendship between two countries having the most import- 
ant common interests, political and commercial—an ar- 
rangement marked by these features cannot, I trust, fail 
to be satisfactory, and to justify the responsibility which, 
under the discretionary powers the President has been 
pleased to confide to me, I have not hesitated to assume, 
both in the progress and termination of this complex ne- 
gotiation. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. Evwanrp Livineston, 
Secretary of State. 


Mr. Rives to Mr. Livingston. 


[No. 78.] Panis, September 28, 1851. 


Sin: It has occurred to me that it might not be alto- 
gether without utility to furnish you some additional ex- 
planations respecting a clause of the seventh article of the 
treaty concluded with this Government on the 4th July 
last. That article, after providing for a reduction of the 
duties on French wines to the rates therein specified, for 
a term of ten years, adds, ‘that the proportion existing 
between the duties on French wines thus reduced, and 
the general rates of the tariff which went into operation 
on the Ist January, 1829, shall be maintained in case the 
Government of the United States should think proper to 
diminish those general rates in a new tariff.” 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs insisted on this addition 
as a sine gua non of the execution of the treaty. 

He said that, without it, the stipulation to reduce the 
duties on French wines would be perfectly nugatory, as 
the United States might immediately, after reducing the 
duties on French wines to the rates agreed upon, make a 
very large reduction in the duties on the wines of other 
countries; and thus piace the wines of France, relatively 

Vou. IX.—-P p 


to those of other countries, in a much more disadvantage- 
ous position than ever. Feeling, myself, the justness of 
this observation, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs de- 
claring that, without the insertion of the clause in ques- 
tion, he could not sign the treaty, i saw no occasion for 
making a serious difficulty of it on my part. 

At the same time, I did not lose sight of what is said in 
the instructions addressed to me on the 30th November, 
1830; which, while sanctioning the proposition I had in- 
formally made to Monsieur Polignac respecting a reduc- 
tion of duties on the wines of France, added that ** pro- 
per care should be taken that the stipulation for this re- 
duction of duties does not conflict with our engagements 
to other nations, by which we are bound to impose no 
higher duties upon articles the produce of the soil or in- 
dustry of those nations, than upon similar articles of other 
nations when imported into the United States.” 

If the views presented in my despatch of 20th May, 
1830, respecting the unequal rates of the existing duties 
on the wines of France and those of other countries, be 
correct, as they are believed to be, the effect of the stipu- 
lated reduction in the duties on French wines will be, not 
to admit them on more favorable terms than those of other 
countries, but simply to restore them to a just equality. 

But a consideration not less conclusive is, that we have 
no engagement, of the kind referred to, with any wine- 
growing country. 

The only countries with which we have entered into a 
stipulation to impose ‘‘ no higher or other duties on their 
productions than are or shall be payable on the like arti- 
cles the produce or manufacture of other foreign coun- 
tries,” are Great Britain, (in reference to her European 
possessions only, ) Prussia, Denmark, Sweden, the Hanse- 
atic Republics, Austria, perhaps, and some of the South 
American States. With Spain and Portugal, the princi- 
pal wine-growing countries after 7rance, we have no such 
stipulations. Of the countries above enumerated, none 
produce wine, unless the small quantity made in the Rhen- 
ish provinces of Prussia should be thought to make it an 
exception. 

It is with that country only, then, that any question 
could, by possibility, arise respecting our agreement to 
reduce the duties on French wines. Conceding even that 
the stipulation of equal treatment for her productions 
would oblige us to extend to her, without any equivalent 
whatever, a reduction of duties granted for a special and 
valuable consideration to another Power, and also that the 
wines of her provinces are, in the language of the treaty 
with her, like (mémes) articles with the wines, so pecu- 
liar and distinct, of France, her reclamations, if any should 
be made, (which is highly improbable, ) might be satisfied 
by a correspondent reduction of duties on the wines of 
the Prussian provinces cn the Rhine, without giving to 
France, in the terms of the stipulation made with her, a 
right to call for a further reduction of duties on French 
wines; for it is only in case the Government of the United 
States should diminish the “ general rates” of the tariff in 
foreign wines, that France would be entitled to a further 
proportional reduction on hers. 

I have thought it proper to furnish you these explana- 
tions, (which the numerous other matters crowding upon 
my attention, at the time of sending the treaty, pre- 
vented me from then communicating, ) not because I sup- 
pose them to be absolutely necessary, but ex abundanti 
cautela, and with a desire to possess you of every circum- 
stance which might, by possibility, be deemed useful in 
estimating its provisions. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
W. C. RIVES. 
To the Hon. Evwanp Livinesrox, 
Secretary of State. 
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A PUBLIC NATURE, 


AT THE SECOND SESSION OF rHE TWENTY-SECOND CONGRESS, WHICH WAS BEGUN AND HELD AT THE CITY 
SHINGTON, IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ON IONDAY, THI rHIRD DAY OF DECEMBER, ONE THOUSAND 
HUNDRED AND TRIRTY-TWO, AND ENDING ON rut rHIRD DAY OF MARCH, ON FHOUSAND EIGHT HUN- 


rHIRTY-THREER. 


ons, in part, for the support o ‘or the invalid pensior addition to the sum of two 
rone thousand eight hundred | lred and one thousand nine hundred and forty-two 
certain expenditures of the dollar the Treasury, n { iousand seven hun- 
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luri thousand eight hundred | An act to establish a and office in the Territory of Michigan. 
ind thirty-two, in addition to the sum heretofore appro- Be it enacled, &c ‘That all that part of the Territory of 
those purposes, the further sum of fifty-one | Michigan, which is comprehended within the following 
six hundred and filty-five dollars. bonndaries, shall, from and after the passage of this act, 
January 14, 1833. constitute one land district for the sale and entry of the 
f the third and fourth 
base line and east of 
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| north of the river Huron of Lake Erie; and also, the first, 
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AN ACT to saetdla anact, entitled ** An act to vidi | AN ACT to amend an act, entitled 
the duties on Coffee, Tea, and Cocoa,” passed the mentary to the act for the relief of 
twentieth of May, one thousand eight hundred and | officers and soldiers of the revolution 
3 , 
—- Be it enacled, &c. That the second section ¢ 
Beit enacted, &c. That in all cases in which the im- | entitled © An act supplementary to the act for 

porters of Coffee or Cocoa, which remained in the’'Custom | of certain surviving officers and soldiers of 

House stores under the bond of the Importer,on the thirty- | tion,” approved the seventh day of June, one t! 

first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and | eight hundred and thirty-two, shall not be construe 

thirty, shall have paid on the same a greater amount of | embrace invalid pensioners ; and that the pensio 
duty than isimposed by the act passed on the twentieth | valid soldiers shall not be deducted from the amo 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty, on | ceivable by them under the said act. 

Coffee or Cocoa, imported after the thirty-first day of Approved : February 19, 1833. 

December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty, the ——- 

Secretary of the Treasury is directed to refund, out of | AN ACT for the further improvement of Perns; 

any money inthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, Avenue. 

to such importer the amount of such excess so col- 

lected. 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacled, That, in all cases in 
which the Importers of Coffee, Tea, or ocua, which avenue, as provided for by an act passed the t 
remained in the Cust om House stores, on the thirty-first | ¢fih day of May, one thousand eight hundred a 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty two, by causing that portion of the avenue e ly ing | 
mean unde r the control of the ae ‘r officer of the Cus. the road directed to be Macalamized the s 
toms, shall have been compe lied to pay on the same a | ments, to be graduated and covered with stone 
greater amount of duty than is it nposed by said act, On | ygacadam’s plan, in place of gravel, provided for 
Coffee, Tea, or Cocoa, i mpo ted after the thi rty first da Y | act ;also by extending the foot pavements not | 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, : ; ; 


. ’ the T five and a half feet on cach side, and forming sided 
the Secretary of the lreasury is directed to refund, out | notless than four and a half feet wide ; and furih 


of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropria- setting a line of curbs of granite, eight inches thic! 
ted, to such Importers, the amount of such excess so | each side of that part of the avenue between the Ca; 
collected. square and the President’s square, Ww ith suitable ret 
Approved: February 9, 1833 at the cross streets, and Macadamizing the cross st 
——~ fifty feet on each side of the Macadamize:! cover ot 


> ACT to : in net. ents ; a avenue. 

AN ACT to amend an act, entith d ‘An act to alter and Sec. 2. Jind be it further enacted, ‘That, to carry 
amend an act to set apart and dispose of certain public ff ‘ ns of this act, tl ode Of aiats 
lands for the encouragement of the cultivation of the | ‘ ect the provisic aE: ees oe . ‘) 

. ase LAS : thousand six hundred and thirty dollars be, and th t 

vine and olive ;” approved nineteenth February, one , 

thousand eight hundred and thirty-one ; is hereby appropriated, to be pam out oF any mon 

© ’ Pe the Treasury . otherwise appropria‘e 1 

Be it enacted, &c. That all persons who became entitled | Approved : : February 19, 1853. 
to an allotment of land underthe contract recited in the —_— 
first section of the act to which this isan amendment, | AN ACT for the payment for horses and 
their heirs, devisees, or assigns, who, on or before the the military service of the United States as 
thirty-first day of October, in the year eighteen hundred Indians on the frontiers of Plinvis and the 
and thirty-two, were in the actual occupancy and culti- Territory. 
vation of the same, or any pan thereof, shall, on paying Be it enacted, &c. 
into the Treasury one dollar and twenty-five cents the 
acre previous to the fifteenth of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-four, receive a patent for his or her 
allotment or purchase : Provided, the Register of the 
Land Office for the District in which the lands Jie, shall 
be satisfied of the validity of the purchase. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all persons in 
actual settlement and cultivation, before or on the thirty- 
first day of October, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty one, upon any of the lands referred to by the act 
to which this is an amendment, and not disposed of by 
the first section of this act, or any former act of Con- 
gress, shall, on proof of such settlement and cultivation, 
and on paying into the Treasury of the United States, 
within six months after the passage of this act, ove dollar 
and twenty five cents per acre, receive a patent for one | turning home after beirg discharged, to be tak 
hundred and sixty acres : Provided, That nothing in this considered as actual service. : 
act shall be so const rued as to alter or repeal the third Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That 
section of the above recited act. he 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act of which thisis an amendment as requires that pay- 
ment shall be made previous to the third of Marc! 
teen jiundred and thirty-three, be, and the same i 
extended to the fifteenth of M ay, one 
hundred and thirty-four. 


Be it enacted, &c. Tiiat the Commissioner of the Pu 
Buildings be, and is hereby, authorized and dit 
alter the plan for the tmprovement of Penns 


That any mounted militiama: 
lunteer whilst in the service e the United St 
late expeditions against the Inc lis ins, on the f 
Illinois and the Territory of Mic higan, who sust 
mage by the loss of any hor-e which was killed in | 
or died in consequence of a wound reccived therein, 
in consequence of a failure on the part of the Un 
Sta es, to furnish such horse with sufficient forage wh 
in the service, or in conseqence of the owner being dis 
mounted, or separated and detached from the same, by 
order of the commanding officer, or in consequent 
the rider being killed oF wounded in battle, shall be 
lowed and paid the value of such horse at the tin 
going into service : Provided, Such loss wis not t 
sult of ney gligence on the part of the owner; the 


employed in going to the place of rendezvous, 


any 
aforesaid service of the United S: ‘ 
or dratted militiaman, w! 
and military accoutrements, 
the capture or destruction 
negligence on his part, sh 
value thereof 
Sec. 2. And be it further d, 


yr enuaele 
Approved: February 19, 1835 arising under this act shall be examing 





Laws of the 


id in the same manner by the Third Auditor, that si- 
milar claims were under ‘fan act to authorize the pay- 
nent of property lost, captured, or destroyed by the 

emy, while in the military service of ihe United States, 
ind for other parposes,” passed the ninth of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen, and the act in 
amendment thereof, passed the third of March, one 

ousand eight hundred and seventeen ; this act to be 
wid remain in force three years from and afler its pas 


Approved: February 19, 1833. 


AN ACT for the purchase of certain copies of Watter- 
ston and Vanzandt’s Statistical Tables, and to authorize 
a subscription fora continuation of the same. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the Librarian of Congress be, 

id he hereby is, authorized to purchase, for the Library 

remai i ot exceeding two 
Vanzandt’s Sta- 
of two dollars 


nine copie 


publi Dy 
ee dollars per copy; the 
rovided for by the first 
ltwenty-fe urth May, 
twenty-eight, for the 
the me to 

the ‘Treasury not other. 


) 
2 

i 
4S } 


ly ap! rove 
} 1 


ndred a 


; 


certain public documents ; 


Naval Service 
ndred and thirty- 


ear of vessels in commission, five hundred and 


nd 


1 


seven hundred and fifty dollars 


? 
es and surgical instruments, ho 
her expenses on ac : 
re 


me hundred and twen 
twenty-nine dellars. 


three thousand 
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United States. 


For ordnance and ordnance stores, ten thousand dollars. 
For defraying expenses; for freight and transportation 
of materials and stores of every description; for wharfage 
and dockage, storage and rent, travelling expenses of 
officers, and transportation of seamen, house rent, cham- 
ber money, and fuel and candles to officers, other than 
those attached to navy yards and stations, and for officers 
in sick quarters, where there is no hospital, and for fu- 
neral expenses; for commissions, clerk hire, and office 
rent, stationary, and fuel to navy agents ; for premiums, 

and incidental expenses of recruiting; for apprehendi: 
deserters; for compensation to judge advocates; for per 
diem allowances for persons attending courts martial, and 
courts of inquiry, and for officers engaged in extra ser- 
vice beyond the limits of their station; for printing, and 
stationary of every description, and for books, maps, 

charts, and mathematical and nautical instrn 

models and drawings; for purchase and repair 
i ‘ines, and for machine ry ; for pur- 
and horses, and for carts, 

ols of descr 
vice ; for pi- 
in Cc IMMIssion, 
at navy yards, for 
roperty; for assistance 
idental labor at 
Papp! priatio: : for 
f and steam en- 
-andles, oil, and fuel, for vessels in commission 
and in ordinary ; for repairs and building of magazines 
and powder houses; for preparing moulds for ships to be 
itherobject or purpose 
ety ~five th 
For contingent expenses 
enumerated 
For pay 


musicians 


ments, chro 
nometers, 


iT c 


* forges, foundries, 


whatsoever, two 
usand dollars. 
for objects not hereinbefore 
, five thousand dollars 
of the officers and non-commissioned officers, 
privates, and for subsistence of the offi 
e corps, one tndred and twelve thou- 
| officers, musi- 


ng on sh 


serv re, 


ne dollars. 


instruments, 


‘ . Siew 
y dollars. 


isury to discharge 
ze—money for the capture of 
in one thousand eight hundred and 
¢ part of an unexpend 
lus fund. 


payment of clain of 


arising under the sct 


1s 
eleventh of July, one thousand eight hurdred and thirty- 


two, entitled ** An act concerning certain 
cers,” cighteen thousand three hundre« 
lollars and twenty-eight cents 
Sec. 2. And be it further ena it, for the purpose 
of comp nsating the beard aut d by of the 
nineteenth of May, one th and e.eht hundred and thir- 
rs enlarging ** the 
egulations ¢g e the naval service, with 
pt tl present and future exigen. 
mportant arm of national defence,’’ the sum 
nd dollars be, and Ul is hereby, ap- 
y in the Treasury not other- 
d by the Navy Department, 
ng to the rates of allowances for detention on spe- 


marine offi- 
1 and thirty-seven 


the act 
] 

i 
. oe ; . $ } 
ryices |} isit ana 


a7 ¢ » 
im tO ie 


wis 
accord 
cial service now prescribed by the rules and regulations 
of the Navy Department 

Ser Ai 1 he if further enacted, 


appro] i ‘5 : pa 


That the salary di. 
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rected by ‘An act forthe regulation of the navy, and 


privateer pension, and navy hospital funds,” passed July 

tenth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, to be 

paid to the clerk of said funds out of the Treasury of the 

United States, shall be paid from any money in said Trea- 

sury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That for carrying 
into effect the acts for the suppression of the slave trade, 
including the support in the United States, and for a 
term not exceeding six months after their arrival in Afri- 
ca, of all persons removed from the United States under 
the said acts, the sum of fve thousand dollars be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 5 And be it further enacted, ‘That there be paid 
to Master Commendant John D. Sloat, of the U. States’ 
navy, out of any money inthe Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of one thousand three hundred 
and sixty dollars, being the amount of his xccount exhibit- 
edto the Navy Department, for expenses incurred in 
entertaining on board the St. Louis, under his command, 
General Bolivar and SeVeE ral of his « fice rs, at Guayagu L 
inthe year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine; 
and General La Fuente, President of Peru, and Major 
General Miller, of the Peruvian army, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-one. 

Approved - Feb. 20, 1833. 

AN ACT making Appropriations for Indian Annuities, 
and other similar objects, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty three. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the following sums be, and 
the same are hereby severally appropriated, for the pay- 
ment of annuities due to Indians, and Indian 
tribes, and other objects hereinafter enumerated, accord- 
ing to the stipulations of certain Indian treaties ; to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwiae ap- 
propriated, to wit 

To the Wyandot tribe, five thousand nine h 
lars. 

To the Wvandot, Munsee, and 
thousand dollars. 

To the Shawnee t: be, three thousand dollars, and 
eight hundred and forty dollars for expenses of a black 
smith and furnishing salt. 

To the Shawanee and wistown, 
one thousand dollars, and seven hundred and eighty dol- 
lars for expenses of a blacksmith. 

To the Delaware tribe, six thousand fiv 
lars, and one hundred dollars for furnishing salt. 

To the We a tribe, three th usand doll irs. 

To the Piankeshaw tribe, eight hundred dollars. 

To the Kaskaskias tribe, one thousand dollar 

To the Ottaway trib 
dollars. 

To the Ottaway and Missouri tribes, two thousand five 
hundred dollars, and fifteen hundred dollars for the ex- 
penses of blacksmiths and tuools, and agricultural imple- 
ments. 


various 


ndred dol- 


Delaware tribes, one 


Senecatribes of L 








hun Ire d dol- 





» five thousand three hundred 


To the Chippeway tribe,three thousand eight hundred 
dollars; also, one thousand Collars for purposes of educa 
tion, and two thousand dollars for the purchase of farming 
utensils and cattle, and the employment of persons to aid 
them in their agriculture. 

Tothe Chippeways, Ottaways, and Pota 
sixteen thousand dollars, and one ! 
five dollars for furnishing salt. 

To the Potawatamie tribe, sixteen thousand three hun- 
dred dollars, and one hundred dollars to To pe-ni-be, 
principal chief; also, three thousand dol 
of education, and two thousand five hun 


dollar 


‘ : ta 
Vatamie tf bes 


uendred and twenty- 






u's for purposes 
red and twenty 
millers, and agricul- 


tobacco ron ind tee], 


5 for expenses of blacksmiths, 
turists, and for furnishi i salt, 































To the Potawa‘amie tribe of Huron, four 


dollars. 


To the Choctaw tribe, fifty thousand nine hundré 
twenty-five dollars; to Mushulatubbe, a chief, « 
dred and fifty dollars, and to Robert Cole, a c! 
hundred and fifty dollars; also, twelve thousan 
for the 


hundred dollars 


purposes of education, a 


thousand nine hundred aad fifty five dollars f 


of blacksmiths and mill wrights, and for furnishing 


and steel. 


To the Eel river tribe, one thousand one | 


lars. 


To the Six Nations, New York 


neca tribe. 


To the Seneca tribe, of New Y 


lars. 


To the Creek tribe, forty-six thousand five | 


} 
d ars; 


rk, 


OPK, 


also,-three thousand dollars for 1 
cation, and nine hundred and fifty-fir 


penses of a blacksmith, and for furnis 


four thousa 
hundred dollars; also, two hundred dollars to 
King, achief, and fifty dollars to Little Billey, oft 


dol 


rir 


To the Cherokee tribe, ten thousand dollars; 


thousand dollars for purposes of education. 


Tothe Chickasaw trine, twenty-thr 


lars. 


lo the Sac tribe, thre: 





thous 


> thousand dollars. 
‘To the Sac and Fox tribes, two thousand dollars 
To the Sac, Fox, and Ioway tribes, three th 
dollars for the expenses of blacksmiths and ag 


rists, and for furmshing farming utensils and cattle. 


To the Fox tribe, three thousand dollars. 


To the loway tribe, three thousand dollars 
hundred dollars for expenses of a blacksmith, a 


nishing agricultural tools. 


fo the Osage tribe, 
lars. 
To the Sen 


steel. 


To the Quapaw tribe, two thousand 


To the 
lars. 
Fo the 


smith. 
othe Miami tribe 
so, two 


firm, and education 


1 
twenty dollars tor expen 


le 
nishing salt, iron, ste 


also, three thousind 


furnishing salt and tol 
Jars. 
To the Christian Indi 
To the Sioux tribe 


, 

lars; als , 
; 1 

nenses of blacksmith, 


To the 


’ 


lars; also, one thousand 
penses of a blacksmith, and furnishing ¢ 


othe Omaha tribe 


] 
i 


onsan | dollars 


Yancton and Sar 


OT 


e, twenty five 
forthe sup 


\ ith, and 


¢ 


ses ofa blacksmith, and 


eight thousan 


furnishing 


ft 


and tobacco. 
To the Winnebago tribe, eight 


"D 


seven hundre 
for expenses of blacksmi 


shy ¢ } 


“co 


To the Kansas tribe, three thousand five hu 


ans, four hundred « 
tf Mississipp 
one thousand seven hun 


1 firniety 


ana dur is 


} 





To the Sac tribe, of Missouri rive 
lars; also, nine hundred dollars for expens 


smith, and furnishing agricultural tools. 
For purposes of edu 


i 





cation of Sac 


two thousan 


S$ and apr 


lt 


» bands, thr 


four hundred dollars 


s, F 


five | 


} 


ca tribe of Lewistown, one t! 
lars, and thirteen hundred and fifty dollars for exper 
a blacksmith and miller, and for 


Inllare 
Goal 


Kickapoo tribe, of Hlinois, two th 


Florida Indians, five thousand d 
one thousand dollars for 


» thousa 


Ihe > 
MOUSANG 


d and nt 
iculturis 


rict 
five hund 
ars; also, one thousand five hundred d 


ses ofa blacksmith, and furnishing agricultural 


iu 


llars for ex 
























—_—— a 


ed is st pulated for in the treaty of July fifteenth, one thou- 
l eight hundred and thirty, three thousand dollars. 

For purposes of « ducation of Chippeways, Menomo- 

es, and Winnebagoes, as stipulated in fifth article of 

the treaty of Butte des Mortes, of eleventh August, one 

usan | eight hundred and twenty-seven; for the years 


thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and oae 


1 eight hundred and thiyty three, three thousand 


tn 


ne 


th its 
Ws. 

portation and distribution of annu- 

Chippeways, Ottaways, Pot- 


‘ } ete 
5, &nG tobac- 


For expenses of trans 
es to the Winnebagoes, 
Sacs, Foxe 
, agricultural implements and rg 
; vided for, five thousand one hundred and 


} 
expense ‘ 


of salt, 
it otherwise 
sixty dollars, 
keeping off intruders 
of the treaty of 


. ; 
eight hundred 


¢ 


watamies, others, an | 


tools 


For of removing al 


1 


m Choctaw lands, by the twelfth art: 


e 
} 
enty-sev i 


sar 
it un 


nth September, one 


; : aT 
irty, five hundred dollars. 











F pel se of bounding, by sectional line , the reser- 
nto Choctaw heads of families, by the fourteenth 
ticle of said treaty, fitteen hundred dollars 
For an advance to the Ottaw er their removal, 
erecting houses and open , to be reimbursed 
ft Ss s of their iS, DY fifth article of the 
y of thirteth August, o1 t sand cight hundred 
\ riy one, two thousand dollars. 
For the payment of claims of sundry individuals against 
the Ottaways, guarantied by seventh article, and enu- 
ited in the sixte th oft! » same treaty, also to be re 
nbursed out of the sales of their Isnds, twenty-one 
sand two hundred and ninety two dollars and twen 





ley . + 
iire¢ { 





sum of two thousand dollars, t 


| 
| 
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[22d Conc. 2d Sxss. 


AN ACT to authorize the Legislature of the State of 








Ohio, to sell the land reserved for the support of reli- 

gion in the Ohio Company’s, and John Cleves 

Symmes’ purchases. 

Be it enacted, &c. Tivat the Legislature of the State of 
Ohio be, and is hereby, authorized to sell an nvey, in 


fee simple, all or any part of the lands he: 

















eretoftore reserv- 
-d and appropriated by Congr: for the support of re- 
ligion within the Ohio Company’s, and John Cleves 
Symmes’ purchases, in the State of Ohio, and to invest 
the money arising from the sale thereof, in some pro- 
ductive fund ; the ls of whic hall be t ver ane 
nually applied, under the direction of said Legislature, 
for the port of religion within the several townships 
for which the said lands were orig illy reserved i set 
apart, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever, ac- 
cording to the te ns andl stipulati ns Of Lhe icts of 
thie sa ] Ohio Company’s, and John Cleves Sy ime,’ 
purchases W hin the United States: J ded, s land, 
or any part of it, shall, in no case, sold without the con- 
sent of the person who may be the lessee th of, nor 
without the consent of t! nhabitants of the township 
within which any such land may be situated, to ob- 
tained in gs h manneras the I gisiature of s i State 
shall by law direct : Ind provide l, also, TI nthe ap- 
portionment of the p eeds of said f 1, each t ship 
within the districts of country aforesaid, shall b titled 
to such por 1 thereof, and no more, as shall have ac- 
crued from the sum or sums of oney arising | 1 the 
sale of the church land belonging to such township. 

Approved : *ebruary 20, 1853 
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APPE 


AN ACT making appropriations for the Civil and Di- 
plomatic expenses of Government for the y 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three. 

Be tt enacted, &c. That the following sums |! 
same are hereby, appropriated, tu b 
unappropriated money Tv 

For compensation to 
of the United States, th 
tary of the Treasury, t! 
of the Navy, and the Postr 
dollars. 

For clerks and me 
tary of State, nir 

s, machinist, 2 
usand four hund 
and continge: 


luding th 


sar one 


e, and the 
> paid out of any 
in the 


the President 


rrs in the 


fice of the Secre- 
veteen thou 


nar a} a 


four hundre 


r, in the 


nent of State 
distributy i 
For ct mpili 
eighteen hundr 
To enable the 
for prepa 
vision of tke 
United States, 
For comple 
respondence o 
one thousand 
to the sum he 
hundred and fif 
For continge 
Office, two t! 
lars. 

For the superintendent and watchmen of tt 
executive buildi ight h Land fifty do 
For conting t pense said b ld 

fuel, labor, oil, repair he ildit 

three hut dre d 
For comp 

office of the S 

five hundred anc fifty 
For 

Treasury, three thousat 
For co 

office of the First C 


eno 


nsation to 


retary 
compensation 


pensation to t 


office of the 
dred and fi 
For compensat 
three tho 
For compensation to the rks and m enger 
office of the Fu 
dred dollars. 


mito the 


} } 


nial ller 
sand Gohars. 


the 


lL nine hun 


in 


For compensation to the Second Auditor of the Trea- 


1} . 
halls, 


sury, three thousand 
For compensation to the clerks and messenger int 

office of the Se« Auditor, seventeen 

hundred dollars. 
For compensati 


! 
ne 
} 


cond thousand nine 


‘ ® soclitcap caf ¢ 


t or ¢ t 
AUGLILOT i 


yn to the Third 


> Treasury, 
three thousand dollars 

For compensati clerks aud messengers 
office of the Third Auditor, twe) 
hundred and fifty do 

For compensation to the Fourt! 
three thousand dollars. 

For compensation 
fice of the Fourth Au 
undred and fifty doll 
For compensation to the 
three thousand dollars. 


For 


n the cl > 
yn to the the 


ty-one thousand nine 


to cle 


( | tor 
i r, 
i lars 


Fifth 


compensation to the clerks and messenger in the 


Laws of the United States. 
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tt 


office of the Fifth Auditor, twelve thousand eight 
dred dollars. 

For compensation to the Treasurer of the Uni 
three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks and messenger in 
office of the Treasurer of the United States, six thous 
seven hundred an] fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Re 
three thousand collars. 

For compensation to the cl 
office of the Register of the 
sand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation tu: the Commissioner of 
Land Office, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks and messe1 
office of General L 


llars. 


gister of the 


erks and messenge 
reasury, twenty fou 


he Commissioner of t 


twenty thousand five hundred d 


nsation to the clerks and messeng 


Solicitor of the Treasury, thre 


land fifty dollars. 
to the Sec: 


. } 
une, 


snsation 
the Sinking | 
> EXpPense 
i} and conting 


of the ‘ireasury Depart 


{wo 
3 of sta 

nt ex{ 
ment, t 


‘or the office of 


C ludi 


y of th brea 
pying, and the 
one thousand dollars applied from this fund for cle 
and other expenses incident to the issuing cf Keys 
tionary bounty land scrip, six thousand dollars. 

For the office of the First C 


rinting, Oo 


the Secretary 


g advertising and extra c 


a 
oOmptrolle 


r, includ 


e thousand three hundred 


office of 


the Third Audit 


ie office of the Fourth Auditor, o 


office of the Fifth Audit 
" ie = 
e Othce of the T1 
red collars. 
For the office of the Regis 
+a 
usand dollars. 


For the 


casurer 


cer 
the 
of the Commissio: 
Land Office, ten thousand dollars, 
For printing 


b? 


office 


P archment, and other expenses ¢ 
Land Office, during the year one thousand eight | 
and thirty-two, expended above the amount ot 
propriation for sach expenditures in that yea 
thousand one 
cents. 


For compensation for extra aid 


hundred,and fifty eight do 


eight hundred and thirty three, in the issuing milita 


land scrip and patents founded on Virginia milita 


veys and on private claims, examining and adjust 
accounts of surveyors general; and writing and 1 
ing patents for lands sold, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation to seven clerks employed in \ 
and recording patents for land sold, by the United Sta 
in continuation of the appropriation “made for 
object last year, seven thousand dollars. 

Fora deficit of last year’s appropriation for th 

} for the month of December, four hundred 


ity one dollars and sixty-seven cents : Provided, ‘|| 


thre 










































Laws of the l ited Sta les. 


“a = of the appropriations herein made for the Gene- 
cand Office, shall be applied or expended, for and on 
om of a Resolution of the Senate, passe: d the twenty- 
" ghth day of Fel bruary, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-t hree, re quiring maps to be pre pared, designat 


















~ i thereon by discriminating colors the lands scld, the 
7 s ds granted to the States for internal improvements, 
nations to individuals, military grants, and private 
laims confirmed by the Government. 
: veciery office of the Solicitor of the Yreasury, twelve 
indred dollars. r 
For translations, and transmitting passports and sea- 
letters, three hundred dollars. 
For stating and printing ihe public accounts for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty three, one 
susand three hundred dollars, 
For compensation of superintendent and watchmen of 
e southeast executive building, e ght hundred and filty 
ars 
For contingent expenses of said building, three thou- 
ind three hundred and fifty dollars. 
For compensation to the clerks and mess« neers in the 
ice of the Secretary of War, twenty two thousand six 
lred and fitty dollars. 
For contingent expenses of the office of the Secretary 
of War, three thousan | dollar 
For books, mans, and plans, for the War Department, 
thousand dollars. 
For additional or temporary clerk lire during the years 
3 rhteen hundred and thirt y two, and eighteen hundred 
and thirty three, in ¢ rderto c Ty into effect the act oi 
enth of June, eighteen hundred and thirty two, grant: 
gr -eeelidiuniey pensions, twenty four thousand and 
irty nine dollars. 

: For printing, stationery, rent, and expenses of procu- 
¢ revoluti suary records, arising under the act afore- 
|, five thousanc 1 dollars 
For additional clerk hin » Mmessenge Sy stalionery, 
ving, and other contingencies of Pension Office, 

e present year, four thousa 1d dollars. And aCom- 
ssioner of Pensions shall be appointed by the President 
1 Senate, who shall receive a salary of twenty five 
red dollars, which is hereby appropriated. — Th 
cute, under th rection Of the secretary o 
War, such duties in relation to the various pension laws, 
emay be prescribed’ by the President of the Unit d 
ates ; and he shali also have the pris leye of tranking ; 
tthis provision shall only continue until the expiration 
t next es 
For compensation to the elerks and messengers in the 
‘the Paymaster General, four thousand six hun- 
expenses of suid office, three hundred 
Fo ‘compensation to the cle rks and messenger in the 
hee of the Commissary General of Purchases, four 
isand two hundred dollars 
For contingent expenses of said office, engit hu lred 
| ars 
Fore mpensation to the clerks in th office of the 
ng A jutant G al, t.o thou ' e hundred di fil 
if 
i nttngent ex said office, ¢ thot 
‘ ( ur 
: iz com I ition te ie ¢ Ome 
{ ¥ S ry aft C th © . ‘ ) h us | I 
land fifty dollars, 
C I contingent expe 3 of | office, : 
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For the contingent expenses of the Topographical 
Bureau, including the purchase of books, repair of 
instruments, one thousand two hundred and eighty dol 
lars 

For the services of 
eae rig yom pres 
hundred : 





r, and the expenses 
ar Department, seven 





1 fi'ty dollars. 

For resins nsation to the clerks in the Ordnance office, 
two thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

F r contingent e.penses of said « flice, « ig it hundred 
dollars. 


For compensation to the clerk in the office of the Sur- 


ger in General, eleven hundred and fif y doll 
geut expenses of said office, four hundred 





he office of the 


' ' 
, two thousand one hundred and 


ing t exp nses of ssid office, six hundred 





' ¢ } ‘ ? 
Salary it upe i nha a ‘Wa I n ' 
st execully Dulding, eight hun 1 and 
‘ ‘ ; ] 1} . 

I ex ses Of said building, including 
fucl, labor, >» kurnit » repairs buildings, and im 
P nen i ati] ung g Ind, three thousand o Hun. 

- _8 
ared Goiars 

Force } t} »¢ t p nel Hue 

cy ) he t¢ € } © rennsyivania avenwe 
ie thou !two hundred doilars 


For the fitting up the basement rooms of the Ex cu- 
Builljing occupied by the War D 


reservauion OF Pa 
1 


parim re for the 
1a the occupation of ci lerks two 


yousand five h 


oa 








For compensa > clerKs and messensers in the 
Oo of the Secretary of the Navy, thirteen thousand 
hy ndred a i x rs 

For contingent expenscs of said « fice, thre { isand 
. i i 
aouars. 

i ( ) ic Comm f the Navy 
| y } 7 
board, ify sundred G 3 

r i ion to i ( i 
ers ¢ t \ vt arial, t { iSa 1Oil 

I co » ri K at in, and 
m . . ii til 5 i $s of tI 
. 1 ‘ 

Navy B i 4 v 1 hity doi 
A 

i C ) S ie LOM ° 
S rso \ Board, | it hand 
ck . 

For th 4 i the supe ' { west 
executive » a e wate n, € t hu | 
ana nit ) . 

4 ’ ; 

For con x t expenses Of said Dut } inci 
fuel, iabor, oi!, repairs of b \ ° ; S,and improve 
ment of the grounds, t e thousand three hundred and 
il 5 ( ils, 

a C j 1 to ‘ \ ant Postmasters 
Genera’, hive tiousand a rs 

For com] it cS im sin the 

fiice ¢ : As ’ rey isand one 

i 
| } i ‘ 
i ‘ i \v iJ i i's 
dt rt} : | { ty 
( e. nha ¢ i L ¢ i VO, 

. 1 4 8 ’ 
bey a ‘ ap . 

i iP un | | i V 

I ; i 
ii { 


ey 


atte TI 


+ 


0 
ra 
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For compensation to the clerks in the office of said 
Surveyor, two thousand one hundred dollars 

For compensation to the Surveyor soutli of Tennessee, 
two thousand dollars. 

For compet to the clerks in the office of said 
Surveyor, two thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation tothe Surveyor in Illinois and Mis- 
souri, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to clerks in the office of said Sur- 
veyor, four thousand eight hundred and twenty dollars. 

For « ompensation to the Survey or General in Arkan. 
sas, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to clerks in said office,one thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to clerk office of 
veyor, one thousand five | lollars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor in’ Louisiana, in 
cluding fifty-four dollars ninety-fis ents, from twenty- 
first June rueth June, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-one, March, one thousand 
| usand fifty-four dol- 


isation 


in Alabama, two 
in the said Sur. 


undred « 


eight hundred and t 
lars nil ety-five c 
bor 


spurveyt 


tothe clerks inthe 


of third M arch,one thousat 


office of said 


d eight bun 


< 


cempe nHNsalion 
YY, Dy act 


dread and Uiirty- 


ie, fifteen hundred dollars 


For compensation to the Surveyor in Florida,two thou- 
sand dollars. 
For compensation to the clerks in the office of said 
Surveyor, three thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the Commissioner 
Buildings in Washington cit 
For compensation to 
ten th usa ad SIX hut d 
For compen 
ments of the 
the var 


d dollars. 


of the Public 
y, two thousand dollars. 
lerk of the Mint, 


the officers andc 
ea dollars. 

several depart- 

‘ers employed in 

t, fifteen thou- 

sat 

nd repairs, 

»gold and 

ght hun 

Philadel- 
| d ars. 

ut vd secre- 


sana ecipnt 


| 
j 
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Laws of the United States. 


For compensation to the Chief Justice, the 
Judges, and district Judges of the United Stat 
one thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the salaries of Chief Justice and Judyes of t! 
trict of Columbia, and of the Judges of the 0 
Court of the said District, nine thousand five hy; 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Attorney General of th 
ed States, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerk in the office of 
torney General, eight hundred dollars. 

For a messenger in said office, five hundred 

For contingent expenses of suid office, five 
dollars. 

For compensation to the reporter of the d 
the Supreme Court, one thousand dollars 

For compensation to the District Attorney 
shals, as granted by law, including these in th 
Territories, twelve thousand seven hundred ci 

For defraying the expenses of the Supreme ¢ 
District Courts of the United States, 
trict of Columbia; also, for jurors 
the funds arising from fine s, 
curred in the year « 


prece 


} 


includi 


an 1 


wi nesse 
» and fort 
an l thirty { 


likewise for detraying tl 


>} naitres 
ighteen hundred 
ing years; anc, 


ses of suits in which the United States are conce 
of prosecutions for offences committed against th 
States, and or the safe keeping of prisoners, 
dred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry penstons granted 
late and present Governments, one thousand bh 
dred and fit y dollars. 

For ‘he support and maintenance of light hous 
ing lights, beacons, buoys, and stakeages, inclu 
purchase of oil, kee P r’s sal ries, repairs and 
ments, and contingent expenses, two hundred 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For t} registers andr 
ces where there no two thousand ce 

For surveying the public lands, in addition to 
expend of former appropriatio 


ie salaries of ceivers 0 


’ 

an 

Are S*4it Sy 

d balance 
' 

ollars. 

‘or completing the 


ippi, and 


ns, Sev 


san | d 
survey of the Choctaw ¢ 


Alabama, sixty five thousand 


For surveys of private land claimsin Flo 
ousand dollars. 
ies of 


At Ag 


gent expenses in Fi 
i 


District 
mnt 


the torney, 
incil, and cr 
i usand dollars. 
For the salaries of two keepers of the 
in Florid 
For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 
provided for, as s! 
ascertained and admitted in due course 
the Treasury, twelve thousand dollars. 
For Stationary and books for the offices of Conin 
ers of Loans, twelve hundred dollars. 
For the fifth payment to Luigi Persico, for tw 
statues for the Capitol, four thousand dollars. 
For the salaries of the ministers of the United S$ 
Great Britain, France, Russia, and Col 
forty-two thousand seven hundred and twenty-five 
For tl of Legation t 


publ 


ia, Ole Liousal lollars. 
the United States, not otherwise 


of settieme 


} 


mall 
spain, 


fel 


the selarices of the Secretaries 


ne plac nine thousand dollars. 
F ie Salaries of des 

mark, Sweden, Holland, Turkey, Belgium, b 
s Ayres, Chili, Peru, Mexico, Cent Au 


ca, Naples, and Colombia, sixty th 


the charges allairs to | 
i 


zil, Buen al 


venty-fve dollars. 


of the dragoman to 


' 


«sto Turkey, and for 


gation, sx thousand fiye hundrs 











Laws of the v mite d State $. 


For outfits of the charge des affaires of the United 
States to Great Britain, Central America, and Colombia, 
thirteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of all the missions abroad, 
thirty thousand do! ens. 

For the salaries of the agents for claims at London and 
Paris, four thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of intercourse with the Mediterrane- 
an Powers, twenty-four thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the relief and protection of American Seamen in 
foreign countries, thirty thousand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of foreign intercourse, 
thirty thousand dollars. 

lo.satisfy a claim presented by his Majesty, the King 
if Sweden, on account of injuries sustained by subjects 
oo said Government in the island of St. Bartholomews 
yan illegal act of the commanding officer of the United 

sloop of war Eric, in the year one thousand eight 
1undred and twenty-three, five thousand six hundred 
nd sixty six dollars and sixty-six cents. 

To Washington Irving, late Secretary of Legation at 
London, for an arrearage on account of his services as 
Chargé d? Affairs, and for one quarter’s salary, the allow- 
ince for hisreturn to the United States, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty three dollars and: ighty-five ccnts. 

To George W. Slacum, Consul of the United States at 
Buenos Ayres, on account of diplomatic services at that 
place, from the death of John M. Forbes, till the arrival 
of Francis Baylies, Chargé d’ Affairs of the United States, 
from the fourteenth June, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-one, to the filth of June one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-two, four thousand eight hundred and 
seventy dollars. 


5 
ieee 
| 








To John Randolph Clay, Secretary of Legation at St. 
Petersburg, as an outfit, and on ac 
as Chargé d’ Atta rs one year, seve 
seven thousan 


count of his services 
n months and six days, 
i two hundred do llars. 

To Cyrenius Hall, a resi nt of Upper Canada,the sum 
fiive thousand three hundred dollars, eing the value 
faschooner, the property of the said | Hall, seized and 
libelled by the Collector of the port of Venice,in Sandus- 
ky bay, im the year eighteen hundred and seventeen, 
which was ordered by a decree of the district court of 
Ohio to be restored, but w hich, previously to said decree, 
had been lost,) with interest on the said sum of five thou- 
ind three hundred dollars from the tenth day of August, 
ithe year eis ghteen hund ee -venteen, till fa eighth 
iy of J inuary, eighteen hundred and twenty-one; and 

ifurther interest on z said sum from a > twenty- 
hth day of January, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, 


t paid, 
To the clerk employed in the Department of S..te asa 
translator of tore gn la guage ‘ - addition to the salary 
w provided by law, six hundred 1 dollars per annum. 
io the clerk e nployed in the De partme nt of State as 
Agent of Accounts,in addition to the sa lary now provided 
v, three hu inde d dollars per annum. 
ro indemnify Captain Daniel Turner, of the United 
states’ Navy, for the expense of conveying the Nether 
1,’ Minister, and his suite, from New York to Cura- 
» by order of the Secretary of the an, in the year 
thousand eight hundred and ( ‘nty-eight, eleven 
lred and eighty-two dollars seventy eight cents. 
lo indemn fy Captain George Washington Storer, of 
: United States Navy, forthe expenses of accommodat- 
‘Commodore David Porter, Chargé d’ Affaires of the 
United States at Const intinople, on board of the United 
ites ship Boston; and for the expenses of conveying 
George Porter, Consul of the United States at Tangiers, 
Port Mahon to Tangiers; and of conveying Lieut. 
Consul of the United States at Tripoli, 
» Port Mahon to Tripoli, in all five 
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To Michael Hogan, the sum of eighteen thousand one 
hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents, in full, for di- 
plomatic services rendered the United States in Chili, from 
the eighteenth day of September,one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty one, to twenty-sixth of March,one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty four,and from the twenty- 
ninth of October, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
nine, to second of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-one. 

To George F. Brown, Consular Agent at Algiers, three 
thousand three hundred and sixty-six dollars, for his ser- 

ices to the twentieth February, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-three. 

For purchase of books for the 
thousand dollars. 

For payment of preparing and printing the documents 
ordered to be printed by Gales and Seaton, fifty thousand 
dollars, under the same restrictions and reservations as 
were contained in the appropriation for the same object 
at the last session. 

For the payment to Jonathan Elliott, for two hundred 
and fifty copies of the Debates on the Federal Constitu- 
tion, purchased by order of the House of Representa- 
tives United States, by their resolution of eighteenth Fe- 
bruary, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, 
three thousand one hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For two thousand copies of Cobb’s Manual, purchased 
by virtue of a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of twenty-fifth of February last, one thousand dollars. 

For the erection of a custom house at Middletown, 
Connecticut, four thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For salary of the principal and assistant Librarians, con- 
tingent expenses of the library, and pay of messenger, 
three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars, 

For alteration and repairs of the Capitol, five hundred 
dollars. 

For the survey of the coast of the United States, twen- 
ty thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of ground occupied by the custom 
house at Key West, four thousand dollars. 

For defray ing the expenses of repairing ‘a building at 
Sandy Hook belonging ti » the United States, three hun- 
dred and nineteen dollars, thirty-one cents 

For the purchase of a building for the custom house at 
Castine, Maine, and repairing the same, eight hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For the erection of a custom house at New York, three 
hundred thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the recorder, two commissioners, 
and translator, for the adjustment of private land claims 
in Missouri, according to the act of ninth July, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-two, eight thousand and 
fifty-five dollars, seventy cents. 

For contingent expenses and office rent, two hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

For the expense of bringing to the Seat of Government 
the votes fur President and Vice President, seven thou- 
sand five hundred and twenty-one dollars and seventy- 
five cents. 

For the payment of balances to officers of the old direct 
tax and internal revenue, being the 


priation carried to the 
hundr 


library of Congress, five 


balance of an appro- 
suplus fund, six th 
ed dollars twenty-three cents. 

For making good a deficiency in the fund for the relief 
or sick and disabled seamen, fifteen thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For removing obstructions in the Savannah river, being 
part of the balance of an ay ppropriation carri lL to the sur- 
ph is fund, forty-three collars six cents. 

For preserving and enclosing the marine hospital at Nor- 
folk, two thousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars. 

For hospital furniture, beds and bedding, of the new 
hospital, one thousand dollars 


usand seven 
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22d Cone. 2d Sess. ] Laws of the l inited States. 


For paying certain inhabitants of the late province of the importations of that year, as they would have bee 
West Florida, now citizens of Louisiana and Mississippi, entitled to receive, if the act of the fourteenth July, 
the claims that have been passed by the accounting offi- | thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, bad not gone 
cers of the Treasury Department, one thousand eight | effect. 
hundred and seventy-seven dollars forty-five cents, be- Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the fur 
ing the balance of a former appropriation, carried tothe | sum of fifty thousand dollars be appropriated out of 
surplus fund, which is hereby re-appropriated . moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated t 

For the purpose of carrying into effcet the act entitled | ry into effect the provisions of the late Chickasaw t) 
** An act for the payment of the horses and arms lost in Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the time | 
the military service of the United Ststes against the In- | ed for making observations and returns thereof, 
dians on the frontiers of Hlinois and Michigan Territory, | the act of fourteenth July, one thousand eight hu 
passed this session, there be appropriated, to be paid out | and thirty-two, to “ provide for the taking of certai: 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, | servations preparatory to the adjustment of the 
the sums which may be allowed ac cording to that act. | boundary Ime of the State of Ohio,” be, and the sa 

To Hilliard Gray ind Company, being a balance of a | hereby, extended until the thirty-first day of De: 
stim due them on their contract for printing a manual of | one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five ; and | 
infantry tactics, four hundred and tcn dollars and fifty- | for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions 
nine cents, to be paid out of a sum formerly appropri- | the act aforesaid, the sum of six thousand one hu 
ated, a portion of which has been passed to the surplus | and ten dollars be appropriated for the purchase of 
fund. | ments; and the further sum of seven thousand five 

For refunding and discriminating duties of tonnagewhich | dred dollars, for the expenses of taking such observat 
may have been collected onthe vessels of Spain, France, | Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, ‘Vhat so much | 
or ‘Portugal, subsequent to the abolition of such duties | twenty-seventh section of the act approved th 
by either of those nations on vessels of the United States, | March, one thousand eight hundred and (wenty-tive, 
two thousand dollars. restricts the franking privilege of Members of Co: 

For compensation and expense of an Agent to Havana | to the period of sixty days before and after each 
to procure the archives of Florida, four thousand five | shall be, and the same hereby is, repealed, and 
hundred dollars. | be lawful for the said privilege to be exercised by 

For completing the custom house at New London, | Member of Congress from the period of sixty day 
Connecticut, four thousand dollars. fore he takes his seat in Congress until the m 

For surveying the lands in Hlinois to which the Indian | the next Congress, and that said privilege shall 
title has been extinguished by the late treaty with the | tended to all members of the present Congress u 
Potawatamies, twenty thousand dollars. lext session. 

For the purchase ofa site, and the erection ofa public Approved: March 2, 1833 
warehouse in the city of Balumore, fifty thousand dollars, nie 

Fer the salaries of Registers and Receivers of the Land AN ACT to modify t act of the on irtee! 

Offices established in the late Choctaw purchase, Missis- thousard eight hundred and this t 


> 
flic § with e ne cessary acts imposing lu mn mpo ris. 





sippi, and for furnishing the « 
»00ks and stationary, three thousand dollars. Be it enacted, &e. That, frota ar 

For Thomas Douglass, Attorney of East Florida, for | day of December, one thousand e 
professional services, three hundred dollars. } ree ms * where duties are } 

For the purchase of a site and erection of a custom | imports by the actof the fourteenth 
house in Newburyport, in the State of Massachus tls, nhi- hot id eight hundred and thir y -tw 
teen thousand dollars. “a anend the several acts imy 

For the expenses of pr inting the records int Su- |i I orts,” or | y any other act, shall exe 
preme Court of the United States, for the term of one | centum on the value thereof, one tenth par 
thousand eight hundred and thirtv-two, the sum of three | cess shall be deducted; from and afte j 
thousand dv llars ; and for the same accounts at the term | of December, one thousand eight hundred and t! 
in one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, the like | another tenth part thercof shall be deducted; fron 
sum of three thousand dollars after the thirty-first day of December, « 
For surveying the public lands recently purchased from | hundred and thirty-seven, another tenth part there 
the Indians in the State of Indiana, twenty-five thousand | be deducted; from and after the thir y-first day of D 
dollars. ber, one thousand eight hundred and thirty nine, at 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary | tenth part thereof shall be deducted; and from and 
of the Treasury be authorized to loan on interest the in. | the thirty-first day of Decem Ler, one thousand « 
stalments under the treaty of inde mnity concluded at Pa- | hred and forty-one, one-half of the residue of 
ris on the f _— day of July, one thousand eight hun- | cess shall be deducted; and from and after the t 
dred and thirty-one, between the United States of Ame- | day of June, one thousand eight hundred 


rica and his Maje s'y the King of the French, upona the other half thereof shall be deducted. 


pledge of the stock of the United Siates, or of the Bank Sec. 2. And be il further e vacled, That 
of the United States, or to the Bank of the United States, | second section of the act of the f 
subject nevertheless to be repaid to the public treasury | said, as fixes the rate of duty 
whenever the commissioners appointed under the said | fulled cloth, known by the names of 

eaty shall by their award direct to whom the said fund, | kendal cottons, of which wool ,is the only 
with the accumulated interest, sliall be distributed, the value whereof docs not exceed thirty-fi 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. ‘Viiat » Secretary | square yard, at five percentum ad valorum, shall b 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay | the same ishereby repealed. And the said artic] 
to the Coll ctors, Naval Officers, Surveyors, Gusgers, | be subject to the same duty of fifty per cenum, 
ihers and Measurers, of the several ports of the Unit- | provided by the said second section for other n 

any money in the Treasury not other- | tures of wool; which duty shall be liable to the 


wise , such sums as will give to the said offi ductions as are prescribed by the first section of 


cers rm fntaoad . ne compensation in the year on Sec. 3. And bel further enacted, Vhat, until th 
’ j . ° 
thousand cight hundred and thirty-three, according to | teenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 


mie Thousa 





el States, out 


t 
i 
| 
1 
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forty-two, the duties imposed by exi isting laws, as mozclifi- 
et by this act, shall remain and continue to be collected. 
And from and after the day last aforesaid, all duties upon 
imports shall be collect: d in ready mone} sand all credits 
allowed by law, inthe payment of duties, shall be, 
and hereby are abolished; and such duties shall be laid 
for the purpose of raising such revenue as may be neces 
sary to an economical administration of the Governmen’ ; 
and from and after the day last aforesaid, the duties re- 
qu red to be pai 1 by law on goo ds, wares and me — 
dize, shall ke assessed upon the value thereof at the por 
where the same shall be entered, under such pearl 
as may prescribed by law. 

Se And be it fi irther enacted, 
the uk snow exempt by the act of the fourteenth of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and 
the existing laws, from the payment of duties, the tollow- 
ing articles importe I from and after the thirty. first day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three 
and until the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, shall also admitted to entry, 

e from duty, to wit: bleached and unbleachel linens, 
table linen, linen napkins, and linen cambrics, and worst- 
ed stuff goods, and other manufactures of silk and 
worsted, manufactures of silk,or of which silk shall be the 

mponent material of chief value, coming from this side 
of the Cape of Good Hope, except sewing silk, 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the said thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hun- 
lred and forty-t the following articles shall be admit- 
ted to entry, free from duty, wit: indigo, quicksilver, 
sulphur, crude salt petre, grind stones, refined borax, 
emory, Opium, tin in plates and sheets, gum Arabic, gum 
Senegal, lac dye, madder, madder rox re nuts and berries 
used in ‘ly ing, saffron, tumeric, woad or pastel, 
ambergris, Burgundy pitch, cochineal, camomile 
coriander sei catsup, chalk, 
plates for lanterns, ox horns, 
rubber, manufactured ivory, 


no 


That, in addition to 


(be 


shaw ls, 


wo, 


to 


aloes, 
flowers, 
coculus indicus, horn 
other horns and tips, India 
juniper berries, musk, nuts 
all kinds, oil of juniper, unmanufactured rattans and 
reeds, tortoise shell, tin foil, shellac, vegetables used 
principally in dying and composing dyes, weld, and all 
other articles employed chiefly fur dying, except alum, 
copperas, bichromate of potash, prussiate of potash, chro- 
mate of potash, and nitrate of lead, aqua fortis, and tar- 
taric aci And all imports on which the first section of 
s act may operate, and all articles now admitted to en- 
try free from d lity, or paying a less rate of duty than twenty 
r centum ad valore m, | efore the said thirteenth day of 
June, one thousand eight huncred and forty-two, fron 
and after that day may be admitted subject to 
such duty, not exceeding twenty per centum advalorem, 
us ra be provi ded for by law. 
Sec. And be it further ent a That so much of the 
i the > fourtee nth day of July, one thousand eight hun- 
ced and thirty-two, or of any aces act as is inconsistent 
with this act, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed : 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the passage, prior or suhsequent to 
the said thirtieth day of June, thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two, of any act or acts, from time to time, that 
may be nece y to detect, prevent, or punish evasions of 
dutres on imports imposed by law, nor to prevent the 
ee assage of any act prior to the thirtieth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, in the contingency 
either of excess or deficiency of revenue, altering the 
rates of duties on articles which by the aforesaid act of 
ho riegs0n day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
irty-two, are subject to a less rate of duty than twenty 
er centum, ad valorem, in such manner as not to exceed 
that rate, and so as to adjust the revenue to either of the 
ud contingencies. , 
Approved: March 2, 1833 
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AN ACT making appropriations for the Indian Depart- 
ment for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-three. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the following sums be, and 
they are hereby appropriated to be paid out of any mo- 
ney in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
Indian Department for the year one thousand eight hun- 
| dred and thirty-three, viz: 

For the salary of the commissi 
three thousand dollars. 

For the pay of the superintendant of Indian affairs at 
St. Louis, and the several Indian agents, as established by 
law, twenty-six thousand dollars. 

For the pay of sub agents, as established by law, 
venteen thousan ] dollars- 

For presents to Indians, as authorized by the act of 
one thousand eight hundred and two, fifteen thousand 
dollars. 

For pay of Indian Interpreters and transla’ ors employe 
ed in the several superintendencies and agencies, twen- 
ty thousand dollars. 

” For the pay of gunsmiths, and blacksmiths and their 

ass stants, employed within the several superintenden- 

ciesand agencies, under treaty proyjsions, and the orders 
of the War Department, sixteen thousand dollars. 

For ir steel, coal, and other expenses attending the 
gunsmiths’ and blacksmiths’ shoy s. five thousand dol- 
lars. 

For expenses of transportation and dis‘ribution of 
dian annuities, nine thousand five hundred dolls’ s. 

For expenses of provisions for Indians at the distribu- 
tion of annuities, while on a visit of business with the dif- 
ferent superintendents and agents, and when assembled 
on public business, eleven thousand eight hundred dol- 
lars. 

For expenses of building houses for Indian agents, 
blacksmiths’ shops, and for repairs of the same, when re- 
quired in the several agencies, two thousand dollars. 

For contingencies of the Indian Department, twenty 
thousand dollars. 

For supplying the deficiency in the 
the compensation of Commissioners, and other expenses 
attending the adjustment of boundaries under the Treaty 
of Butte “des Mortis, contained in the act of twentieth 
May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty, making 
propriations to carry into effect the said treaty, five hun- 
dred and fourteen dollars and sixty two cents. 

Sec. And beit further enacted, That the following 
sums being unexpended balances of former appropria- 
tions, be, and the same are hereby,re-appropriated to the 
several objects of the original appropriation, respectively, 
to be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, viz: for the exchange of land with the In. 
dians, and for their removal west of the Mississippi, by 
act of twenty eighth May, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty, two hundred and eighty dollars and six cents. 

For defraying the expenses of an expedition fitted out, 
consis'ing of the Militia of Georgia and Florida, for the 
suppression of aggressions of the Judians on their fron- 
tiers, three thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine dol- 
lars and eighty-six cents. 

For carrying into effect a treaty with the Winneba- 
goes, by act of twenty-fifth March, one thousand eight 
cn and thirty, the following sums, viz: 

“or payment of claims provided for by the fourth ar- 
wd one hundred and fifty-eight dollars and seventy-two 
cents. 

For expense of surveying the boundaries, nine hun- 
dred and forty-five dollars and forty-six cents. 

For carrying into effect the treaty of twenty-ninth Ju- 
ly, one thousand eight hundred and twent y-nine, with 
the Chippeways, Ottoways, and Pottawatamies, by act 


of twenty-fifth March, one thousand « ight } bandred and 


mer of Indian affairs, 
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thirty, for the expense of surveying the boundaries, six | 
hundred and seventeen dollars and ten cent 

For carrying into effect a treaty shoctaw In- 
dians, of eleventh October, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty, by act of sevond March, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-seven, the balance re-appropriaied 
thirticth April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty, 
sixteen thousand and three dollars and 

For defraying the expenses of 


with the 


forty-three cents. 
holding a treaty with 
the Cherokees for the purpose of extinguishing their 
claim to as much land as will be necessary fora canal to 
connect the Highwassee and Canasaga with each other, 
by act of second March, one thousand eight bundred and 
twenty seven, the balances re-appropriated thirtieth April, 
one thousand eighthundred and thirty, two thousand 
four hundred and filty-nine dollars and nineteen cents. 
Approved, March 2, 1833. 
AN ACT further to provide for the collection of duties 
on impor. 
Be it enacted, &c. That ', by reason of un- 


lawful obstructions, combinations, or assemblages of per— 


wheneve 


sons, it shall become impracticable, in the judgment of 


the President, to execute the revenue laws, 1 collect 
collec 


silent 


the duties oni pporis in the ordinary way, 1 al 

tion district, it shall and may be lawful for the P 
to direct that the custom-lhouse es- 
tablished and kept in any secur within some port 
or harbor of such district, either upon land or ov board 
any vessel; and, in that case, it shall be the duty 
of the collector to reside at such place, and there to 
detain all vessels and cargoes arriving within the said 
district un 'il the duties imposed on said cargoes, by law, 
be paid in cash, deducting interest according to existing 
laws ; and in such cases it shall be unlawful ake the 
vessel or cargo from the custody of the proper officer of 
the customs, unless by process from some Court of the 


for suc listrict be 


yiace 
i 


to t 


United States ; andin case of any atte npt otherwise to 
tuke such vessel or cargo by any force, or combination, 
P 2s too great to be overcome by 
the officers of the customs, it shall and may be lawful for 
President of the United . ‘ 
persons as he shall have empowered for that 
oly part of the land or naval fore 

States as may b lee | 
nung the rer 


pecting the 


assemblage of 
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the States, or such person or 
purpose, to 
s, or militia of 
necessary for the 


val of su lore 


eC pl y su 
t eG 


' 
©\% thhe 


: of preve h vess ar- 
office yMs in retain 
y thereof, 

2. And be it further 


the courts of the 


se Custo 


tion Of circuit 
under ‘ 

of the United States, for which other provi- 
sions are not already made by law; and if any person shall 
receive any injury to his person or property for or on 
account of any act by him done, under any law of the 
United States, forthe protection of the revenue or the 
collection of duties on imports, he shall be entitled to 
maintain suit for damage therefor in the circuit court of 
the United States in the district wherein the party doing 
the injury may reside, or shall be found. And all pro- 
perty taken or detained by any officer or other person 
under authority of any revenue law of the United States 
shall be irrepleviable, and shall be deemed to be in the 
custcdy of to the orders and 
decrees of the courts of the United States having juiis- 


tend to all cases, n law or eq ity 


venue laws 


the law, and subject enly 


ction thereof. Andif any person shall dispossess or 


to dispossess or resc 
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or attempt 
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Laws of the United States. 


thousand seven hundred and ninety, for the w 
strection or resistance of officersin the service of 
Sec. 3. dnd beit further enacted, ‘Tirat in 
where suit or prosecution shall be commenced i: 
of any State against any officer of the Unit 
other person, for or on account of any act 
» laws of the United States, or underc 
or for or on account of any right, authority, or t 
up or claimed by such officer, or other person, und 
such law of the United States, it shall be lawful 
defendant in such suit, or prosecution, at any t 
fore trial, upon a petition to the circuit court of 1 
ed States, in and for the district in which the d 
shall have been served with process, setting fo! 
nature of said suit or prosecution, and verifyi 
petition by affidavit, toge her with a certificate sig 
an attorney or counsellor at law of some court of 1% 
of the State in which such sait shall have been 
menced, or of the United States, setting forth 
counsel for the petitioner, he has examined the 
ings agaiust him, and has carefully inquired 
matters set forth in the petition, and that he bel 
same to be true; which petition, affidavit, and ce: 


do 
revel 


pi 
mito 


shall be presented to the said circuit court, if in sess 
and if not, to the clerk thereof, at | , 

be filed in said office, and the cause shall thereu; 

entered on the docket of said court, and shall be tt 
ter proceeded in as a cause originally commenced i 
court ; and it shall be the daty of the clerk of said 

if the suit were commenced in the court below by 
mons, to issue a writ of certiorari to the State 

quiri £g said cot to send to the said circuit court th 
| if it we 


cord and proceedings in said 

menced by capias, he shall issve a writ of habeas 
cum causa, a duplicate of which said writ shall 
vered to the clerk of the State court, or lett 
by the marshal of the district, or hisdeputy, or son 
son duly authorized thereto ; and, thereupon, it s 
the duty of the said State court to slay all furth 
ceedings in sucii cause, and the said 
upon delivery of such 
aforesaid, shall be deemed and 
said circuit court, and 
judgment therein in the State court shall be whol 
and void. Andif the defe 
tual custody on ie | 


iis Office, and 


Cause ; or 


at 


t, or pros 


leaving the s 


to pe moved 


process, or 


taker 
Lan CH 


any further proceediigs, t 
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CESS 
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law and t 
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and other securit 
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asif the same 
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suit or prosecution, h 

judgment and execution in the State ¢ 

the removal of any such suit, or prosecution, 
made to appear to the said circuit court that no 
the record and proceed ngs therein, in 
can be obtained, it shall be lawful for said c 
uff to pr 


file a delaration of his cause of a 


St 


the Sta 
allow and require the plan 


thereupon proceed as in action 
circuit court; and on failure 
of non pros. may 
costs for the defendant. 
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pam s of ‘the United States. 


States in which such record and proceedings may be 
needed, on proof, by affidavit, thatthe clerk of such 
State Court has refused or neglected to deliver copies 
thereot, on demand as aforesaid, may direct and allow 
such record to be supplied by affidavit, or otherwise, as 
the circumstances of the case may require and allow ; 
and, thereupon, such proceeding, trial, and judgment, 
may be had in the said court of the United States, and 
ll such processes awarded, as if certified copies of such 
records and proceedings had been regularly before the 
said court. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That whenever the 
President of the United States shall be officially inform. 
ed, by the authorities of any State, or by a judge of any 
ircuit or district court of the United States, in the State, 
that, within the limits of such State, 
the United States, or the execution there sof, or of any 
process from the courts of the United States is obstruct- 
ed by the employment of military force, or by any other 
unlawful means,too great to be overcome by the ordinary 
course of judicial proce eding,or by the powers vested in 
the marshal by existing laws, it shall be lawful for him, 
ie President of the United States, forthwith to issue his 
procl umation, declaring ann fact or information, and re- 
quiring allsuch military and other force forthwith to dis- 
perse ; and if atany time after issuing such proclamation 
any such Opposition or obstruction shall be made, in the 
manner or by the aforesaid, the President shall be, 
hereby thorized, promptly to employ such 
means to suppress the same, and to cause the said laws 
or pro duly are authorized and 


means 


and is, au 


sess to be executed, as 


provided in the cases therein mentioned by the act of 


the twenty-eighth of February, 
hundred and n nety-five, entitled ** An act to provide 
for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the 
Union, suppress insurrec "IONS, repel invasions, and to re- 
veal the act now in force for that purpose;”’ and also, by 
»act of the third of March, one thousand eight hun- 
lred and seven, entitled ** An act authorizing the em 
ployment of the land and naval forces of the U iStates 
1 cases of insurrec 
And be further ¢ 
here th “ jails ire not allowe | 
nen of pe 
laws of the Unite 
1 tob 


one thousand seven 


nite 
tion.”” 
Sec. 6. vacted, That in any State 
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provisions contained in the first and 5th adel of this 
act, shall be in force until the end of the next session of 
Congress, and no longer. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 


AN ACT to explain and amend the eighteenth section of 
** An act to alter and amend the several acts impesing 
duties on imports,” approved the fourteenth July, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. 


Be it enacted, &c. That all articles upon which the du- 
ties were reduced by ‘** An act to alter and amend the 
several acts imposing duties on imports,” approved the 
fourteenth July, thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
two, and which may not have deen deposited under the 
provisions of the cighteen h section of the act aforesaid, 
whether the said articles were imported, or the duties 
thereon were secured or paid, before or after the passage 
of said act, may, to obtain the benefit of said act and this 
amendment thereto, be deposited, at any time before the 
firs’ of April next, in the custom house stores, or in the 
manner prescribed in the following section, by the im- 
porter,consignee, or any subsequent purchaser or owner; 
and all wines now in bond, or which may be imported at 
any time previous to he fourth day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-four, and which may re- 
main in the custody of the customs on that day, sh: all be 
entitled to the benefit of this act, and of that to which it 
an amend nent : Provided, That no merchandise im- 
ported in packages, bales, or casks, shall be entitled to 
the benefit of this act, or of that to ‘which it is an amend- 
ment, unless they originally imported io that 
all articles placed in the cus tody of the customs under 
this act shall so remain, for inspection and examination, 
till the fourth day of March next: Provided, also, That 
nothing contained in this act shall be so construed as to 
extend the provisions thereof to any merchandise which, 
under the « sisting laws, would not be entitled to the be- 
nefits of drawback. 


Sec. 2. And be 
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be senate by him for such excess of duty, - shall be 
issued to the persons placing the same in the custody of 
the customs, payable out of the bond or bonds given for 
duties on the same, the collectors to give the debtors 
credit on their bonds for the difference between the high 


and low duties, and to cancel the bonds on payment of 


the balance. : 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted; Vhat the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall cause the amount of excess of duties, 
as aforesaid, to be ascertained and paid, or the credit 
given as the case may be, as soon as practicable, after 
the first of April next; and that he shall be authorized to 
cause all articles under the control of the proper officers 
of the customs to be examined; and where the merchan- 
dise may have passed out of the possession of the import- 
er or consignee, to require satisfactory evidence of the 
transfer or transfers to identify the same; and to make all 
other rules and regulations which may be necessary and 
proper to carry this act into effect. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to ex- 
tend relief to all persons whose cases are provided for in 
this act, who may have been deprived of the benefit 
thereof in consequence of the collector’s not having re- 
ceived his instructions in pursuance of it, from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, Vhat the seventeenth 
section of the aforesaid act of the fourteenth day of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, as far as tin e 
same relates to the duty on pulverized or crushed sugar 
shall take effect on the fourth day of March, of the pre- 
sent year. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 

AN ACT making appropritions to carry into effect cer- 
tain Indian treaties, and for other purposes, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three. 


Be it enacted, &c. That the following suits be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the object s hereinufier mentioned, that is to say : To car- 
ry into effect the stipulations of the treaty wi th the Win. 
nebagoes, of the fifteenth of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-two, to wit: 

For payment of the annuity provided for by the third 
article, ten thousand dollars. 

For the purposes of education provided for by the 
fourth article, three thousand dollars 

For support of agriculturists, for oxen 
and other agricultural implements, 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For expense of removing blacksmith’s shop, 
article, two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of rations, per seventh article, six thou- 
sand dollars. 

For payment of claims to certain individuals, per eighth 
article, one thousand and eighty-two dollars and fifty 
cents. 

For the purchase of tobacco, 
physicians, per fifth article, five 
lars 


, and ploughs, 
per fitth article, two 


per sixth 


and for services of two 
hundred and fifty dol- 


To carry into effect the stipulations of the t eaty with 
the Sacs and Foxes, of the tw enty-first Se pte mber, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, to wit: For pay- 
ment of the limited annuity, provide d for by the third ar- 
ticle, twenty thousand dollars. : 

For fulfilling the stipulations for a blacksmith and gun 
smith, establishing a shop, and for 

and salt, per fourth art > tho 
and fitty dollars 

For 1 


} 
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purchase of tobacco 
icle, on isand seven hundred 
I ay ment a Farnham and 
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thousand dolla 
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For fulfilling the stipulations in regard to subsisterce, 
per tenth article, seven thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-four dollars. 

To carry into effect the stipulations of the treaty with 

the Shawanoes and Delawares, of the sixth October, oy 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. 

For the purchase of cattle, hogs, and other stock fo; 
the Delawares, and for assistance in agriculture, per se. 
cond article, three thousand dollars. 

For expense of a person to attend their mill, 
repairs, per same article, five hundred dollars 

For the support of a school, per same article, five hun- 
dred dollars. 

For fulfilling the stipulations for payment of certain 
debts, and for merchandise and cash, per third article, 
~~. thousand dollars. 

For fulfilling the stipulations to the Shawanves for 

cash, clothing, an] horses, and towards their expenses 

after removal, per fifth article, one thousand seven hun- 
dred dollars. 

For cost of provisions for one year after 
same article, the sum of eighteen thousand two hund 
and fifty dollars. 

For annuities to Patterson, Tawhee-lalen, and Natcon 
ing, during their natural lives, the sum of one hund: 
dollars each, three hundred dollars. 

To carry into effect the stipulations of the treaty witli 
the Kaskaskias and Peorias, of seventh October, one th 
sand eight hundred and thirty-two. 

For payment of the limited annuity per fifth article, 
three thousund dollars. 

For fulfilling the stipulations in the sixth article of said 
treaty, to wit: For payment to the Peorias in common 
= the Kaskaskias, sixteen hundred dollars. 

Yo the Kaskaskias, for lost horses and salt 
three hundred and fifty dollars. 

To the Peorias, for improvements on their lands, 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the purchase of stock for Peorias and Kaskaskias, 
four hundred dollars. 

For carts, oxen, and ploughs, for same, three hundred 
and fifty dollars 

For building four log houses, five hundred and th 
dollars. 

For assistance in agriculture, three hundred dollars 

For agricultural implements, and for iron and st 
fifty dollars. 

For the payment for 
hundred dollars. 
For assistance to Kaskaskias in removing, and for 01 

year’s provisions, one thousand dollars. 

To carry into effe ct the stipulations of the treaty wit 
the hpodactices tribe, of eleve nth October, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty two. 

For payment to the Appak achicola tribe of Indians, to 
be in full compensation for all expenses of emigration anc 
subsistence, per second article of the treaty, thirteen thou 
sand dollars. 

To carry into effect the stipulations of the treaty with 
the Pottawattamies of the Prairie, of twentieth Octo! 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty two, ratified twen- 
ty-first January, one thousand eight hundred and thir 
three. 

For payment of the limited annuity, per third article, 
n thousand dollars. 

for the payment of the annuities stipulated for in the 
same article, to wit: To Billy Caldwell, six hundred dol- 
lars. To Alexander Robinson, two hundred dollars. ‘To 
Pierre Leclere, two hundred dollars. 

For payment of claims, per schedule annexed to the 
treaty, per fourth article, the sum of thirty thousand seve! 
luundred and forty-six dollars. 

For payment for goods and horses purchased and de- 


and for 


removal, per 


annuiwies, 


goods delivered at treaty, eign 














n the 


d dol- 


livered, per same article, the sum ot forty-five thousand 


dollars. 

For the purchase of goods to be delivered, thirty thou- 
sand dollars. 

For payment to certain named Indians, for lost horses, 
same article, fourteen hundred dollars 

To carry into eff-ct the stipulations of the treaty with 
the Kickapoos, of twenty-fourth October, and supplement 
of twenty sixth November, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-two. 

For payment of the annuity for one year, per third ar- 
ticle, eighteen thousand dollars. 

For erecting a mill and church, per sixth article, three 
thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For support of a blacksmi h and assistant, and for iron, 
steel and tools, per fifth article, one thousand dollars, 

For the support of a school, and purchase of books, 
per seventh article, five hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of farming utensils, per eighth : riicle, 
three thousaed collars, 

For expense of agricultural labor and improvements, 
per ninth article, four thousand dollars. 

For payment in merchandise 
article, six thousand dollags. 

For expense of transportation and subsistence, and one 

ly venth article, twenty- 


? ’ 
year's suppty 
irs. 





and cash, pereleventh 


of provisions, per ¢ ! 
seven thousand nine hundred doll 

For expense of running and marking boundaries, per 
twelfth article, eight hundred dollars. 

For the expenses of a deputation to view the lands ced- 
‘d, per fourteenth article, five hundred dollars. 

For furaishing cattle, 
rticl + four t rousand dollars. 


lo earry 





hogs, and other stock, per nth 


into effect the stipulations of the treatv with 


ie Potas attamies of the Wabash, of twenty-sixth Octo- 
, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. 


For payment of the limited annuity, third articl 


tsand collars. 


per 


, 
twenty tho 


For the paymeiut of goods wd horses purchased and 
lelivered, per same article, the sum of one hundred thou- 


A lad ars. 


For the purchase of woods to be delivere 1, ner same 


. 1 ‘ 
ticle, thirty thousand dollars. 





For the payment of claims, per schedule attach d to 
the treaty, per fourth arvdcle, the sum of sixty-two thou- 
ind three hundred and eighty two dollars. ’ 

For fulfilling the stipulations in the fifth art'cle, to wi 
For rifles and ammunition, two thousand three hundred 
id thirty-four dollars. 

For blankets, two thousand nine hundred and sixteen 
lollars 

For expenses of transportation and subsistence, thirty- 
three housand three hundred and twenty dollars. 

For one year’s supply of provisions, sixty thousand 


eight hundred and nine dollars. 

For expense of erecting a saw m 
two thousand dollars. 

To carry into effect the stipulati 
the Potawatt 


ns of the treatv with 


amies of fndiana, of twenty-seventh October, 





one thousand eight hundred} and thirty-' wo 

For the payment of the limited annul y, per f are 
ticle, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For the payment for goods and horses purchased and 


lelivered, per same article, t 


sand do lars. 


of thirty two thou- 


. ' . ‘ aa 
For the purchase of goods to be deliv red, per same 





le, ten thousand liars. 


For the payment of claims, per schedule attached to 
le treaty, per same article, the sum « 
sand seven hundred and twenty-one 


For the purchase « re section of la 


f twenty-one thou. 
yo 7 
qgoliars. 





t! 1 granted by the 
ite of Pe. 


dre d 


ity of Sunt Joseph's to ‘To pe-naw Koung, w 
ter Langlois, per same article, the sum of eight hur 
lollars, 
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For the education of Indian youth of the Potawattamie 
tribes, during the pleasure of Congress, per same ariicle, 
two thousand dollars. 

To carry into effect the stipulations of the treaty with 
the Piankashaws and Weas, of twenty-ninth October, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two 

For the purchase of cattle, hogs, and farming utensils, 
as an equivalent for salt annuities, and lost horses, fur the 
Piankashaws, per third article, five hundred dollars. 

For expense of agricultural assistance and improve- 
ments, per same article, the sum of seven hundred and 
filty dollars 

For payment in merchandise 
cle, two hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of cattle, hogs, and farming utensils, 
as an equivalent for improvements and lost horses, for 
the Weas, per fourth article, five hundred dollars. 

For payment in merchandise and cash, per same article, 
two hundred dollars. 

For assistance tothe Weas of I 
to join the rest of their tr 
of provisions, per same arti 


and cash, per same arti- 


idiana, to enable them 
be, and for one year’s supply 
‘le, the sum of four thousand 
six hundred and twelve dollars. 

For the support of a blacksmith’s sh 
fit of the Piankashaws, Weas, Peorias 


per fifth article, one thousand dollars. 


p, for the bene- 
und Kaskaskias, 


For cost of transporting the annuities, agricultural im- 
plements anc stock, and for other incidental expenses in 
fulfilment of the aforesaid tre 
thousand doll irs. 

lo enable the President to extingu'sh Indian title with. 
States of Indiana and Hhnois and territory of Mi- 


alics, the suim of fifteen 


in the 


chiga , ina 


lition to the sum appropriated ninth July 
1 1 = 


last, three thousand eight hund: 
For expenses mcurr d in one thousand ¢ yetyt hundred 


<i seventy-one dollars. 





and thirty-two a tending the adjustment of the boundary 
line and Sthe » objects referred to in the first, secon l, and 
third articles of the treaty of Bute des Morts, ratified 
twenty-third F bruary, me tho ind lit hundred ar | 
twenty-nir , Inaddition to the sam priated by he 
ac’ of twent 1 May, } ( ! eight hundred and 
hirty, four hundred dollars. 

For expense of rem val and swosistence of Creek Indi 
ans, as stipulate Lin tl seventh article of treaty of 
twenty four li Ja tary one thousand eight lred and 
wenty-six, in addition ‘o former appropriations, to pay 
clams allowed, as tthed y the Second Au ior, seven 
thousand two hundred 1 sixty-o lollars, forty-four 
cents. 

For paym tot improveme nts on ceded la } is, as S'l- 


pulated in the eleventh article of said treaty, as setiled 


by the Second Audi or, in addition to former wpprepria— 


tions, nine thousand three hundred dollars and seventy- 
five cents. 
F rp 
ortation, CoMpensation to § 


attending the arrest of loway prisoners 


ayment of expe rses incurred for provisions, tra 








eight hundred and twenty-nine, on the charge of murder 
commit ed by them, and not bef provided for, the 
sum of one thousand and twenty Hars and thirty. 
eigh cents. 

For expense of loca in r, Survey i BO ] { r 
vations for the Choctaws. under t h ticle of 
the treaty of fifteenth S ptemb », one tho sand ¢ t 
hundred and th ry, Ho ¢ herwise prov a rs fitteen 

ul Ire 1 dollars 

For expense of Chicka \ * . deputa 
tion of Indians, to the seat of Government, on bus s 
lit the treaty neg ited 1 them, i” ousind 
six lian } ] fit \ nil c 

For t e eX! » 9} { d if } a¢ N ’ Y ) ~~ 
Indians to visit Green Bay ring the summer of o 
thousand eight hu idred lL thirty-three, for the purpo 
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of surveying and dividing their lands with a view to fu- 
ture emigration, the sum of one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety dollars. 

For the expense of removing the remaining Shawa- 
noes, being eighty-two in number, from Ohio, to their 
lands west, one thousand six hundred and forty collars. 

For the expenses of twelve prisoners of war of the Sac 
and Fox tribes, now in confinement, and to be held as 
hostages, under the seventh article of the treaty with the 
Sacs and Foxes, of twenty-first September, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-two, embracing the cost of pro- 
visions and clothing, compensation to an interpreter, 
and cost of removing them to a place where they may be 
kept in safety, without being closely confined, the sum 
of two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the expense of appraising the improvemen!s aban- 
doned by the Chippewas, under the sixth article of the 
treaty of Saginaw, of twenty-fourth September, one 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen, the sum of six 
hundred dollars. 

For payment for two negroes, the property of George 
Fields, illegally taken from the Broom, a Cherokee 
Chief, i 


dred an 


1 the fall of the year one thousand eight hun- 
| thirteen, by a white citizen, seven hundred 
dollars. a 

For expenses of removing and subsisting Choctaws, 
Creeks, Cherokees, and Ohio Indians, as estimated for 
by the Commissary General of Subsistence, four hun- 
dred and seventy-four thousand and thirteen dollars.— 
And the sum of ten thous na dollars for holding a 
treaty with the Potawattamies, for the extinguishment 
of their tide to the remainder of their lands in Mlin- 
ois. 

For carrying into effect the stipulations of the treaty 
with the Menominees of the eighth February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-one, fifty-eight thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

For carrying into cfrect the stipulations of the treaty 
with the Chickasaws of twenty-eighth October, one thou- 
sand eight hund 


the sales of their Jan 


red and thirty-two, to be refunded out of 
Is as provided for by suid treaty, one 
hundred thousand dollars, 

For carrying into effect the stipulations of the treaty 
with the Senecas Wes', of twenty-ninth December one 
thousand eight hundred and th rty-t ye refunded 


out of the sales of their lands as provi G for by said trea- 


iorses and other 
‘ > of same trea- 
ty, one thousand dollars. 

For carrying into effect the stip ions of the treaty 
with the Ottawas of eizhte: february, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-three rty en thousand 
tour hundred and forty 

Sec. 2. dnd beit further enacled, Thi e Secretar 
of War shall cause a valuation to be made * the rild. 
ings, improvementsand other property, belonging to the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 

thin the limits of the purchase made of the Choe- 
} the treaty of the Dancing Rabbit 


} 


f} lue the 


fy the estimated va 
| States towards 
vall cause the 


said Board, out 


e appropri- 


nvr 
ney 


And be it furth “ enaciel ; the sum of one 
| sand i ars 

’ ! pre bat d, sh uld the same be un necessary to 

iefray the expenses o I 


dians on the western fron 


» shall be, « e same is her 


the Treasury 


March 2 


’ 
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AN ACT making appropriations for the Engineer 
Ordnance Departments. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the following sums be, and ¢ 
same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, namely: — 

For collecting the materials, and making the pr 
nary arrangements, fer the construction of a | 
George’s Island, Boston harbor, Massachusetts, tw 
five thousand dollars. 

For the erection of a building for military and oth 
exercises, at the United States Military Academy, W 
Point, six thousand dollars. 

For the erection of a chapel at the United S:at 
Military Academy, West Point, ten thousand do}] 

For the erection of two new dwelling houses at 
National Armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, f 
use of the Master Armorer and Paymaster, seven th 
dollars. 

For building a pay office and store at the san 
ry, for the preservation of models and patterns, twe 
sand dollars. 

For building a workshop for grinding and polish 
the same Armory, six thousand dollars. 

For enlarging and repairing the shop, for weldi: 
boring musket parrels, at the same Armory, fifte 
dred dollars. 

For additional machinery at the same Armory, t 
thousand five huadred dollars. 

For one steam enc +e of fifteen horse powe 
same Armory, fifteen hundred dollars. 

For thirty-six double racks for placing ars in t! 
arsenal, at the same Armory, five thousand one h 
dollars. 

For the erection of twelve additional dwelling h 
for the workmen, atthe National Armory at Har; 
Ferry, Virginia, eight thousand six hundred dollars 

For the repair and extension of the public dam, « 


Potomac river, from which the supply of water is obt 
} 


’ 


ed for the works cf said Armory, five thousand « 

For the enlargement of the canal, supplying the 
power of the public works of the said Armory, fr 
Potomac dam,thirteen thousand four hundred and n 
five dollars. 

For repairing the walls of four workshops at 
Armory, fitteen hundred dollars. 

For constructing three new water wheels, and tle 
chinery in the boring, turning, and stocking shops, 
sinking flumes, at the said Armory . ght thousand 
hundred dollars. 

For completing the forging-shop tilt-hammer, and 
workshop, at the same Armory, thirteen thousand th 
hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of one square acre of land, with t 
improvements, adjoining the Arsenal near Pitts 
Pennsylvania, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of forty-five acres of land ad) 
he Watervliet Arsenal, New York, nine thousa 
ars. 

For the purchase of the right to the water power 
the Shenandoah river, for the use of the Unitec 
Rifle Factory which is established on that r 
thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the repairs of the Spanish Fort Marion, at St 
eustine, and for re-constructing the sea-wall, to pr 
the encroachments of the sea, atand near tl 
twenty-thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of a site, and for erecting quart 
and barracks for the United States troops at Savan 
Georgia, thirty-five thousand dollars. 

Sec And be it further enacted, ‘That the S 


t 
] 


of War be, and he is hereby authorized to apply to 
purchase of the square acre of land abovementioned, 
sum not exceeding three thousand five hundred «i lar 


\ 
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gut of the proceeds arising from the sale of certain lots 
of land at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, belonging to the 
United States, which may be disposed of under the pro- 
yifons of the act of the second of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen. 

“Approved : March 2, 1835. 
making a for the support of the | 


AN ACT g 
year one thousand eight hundred and 


rmy for the 
thirty-three. 
Be tf er 
' 


same are 


ppropriations 


xc. That the following sums be, and the | 
, to be paid out of any 
appropriated, for 


one thousand eight 


Db 
subsistence of officers, one 

usand six hun- 
d ninety-se 


re of 


seaton’s Register. 
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For models of department of engineering, six hundred 
dollars. 

For models for the drawing department, repairs of in- 
struments for the mathematical department, apparatus 
and contingencies for the department of chemistry, nine 
hundred dollars. 

Miscellaneous idental expenses of the 
academy, one thousand five hundred and seventy-five 
dollars. 

For contingencies of 

Vor t! national 


items and i 


iy, ten thousand dollars. 
three hundred and sixty 


the ar 


armories, 


nt 


armament of fortifications, one hundred thou- 


five hundred dollars. 
ordnance service, 


snals, ninety 
rrent € xpe 
hun- 


pended 


le «f > 
sWOrads, sixteen 


thousand seven 


cccounts, 
rht hun- 
eratuilous 


g 
five hundred dol- 


he State of 


hundred and 


} 
ars, 
diana, Missouri, 
f the United 
1 thirty-two 


te 


-retoiore ap- 
e A} 


Baton 
For 

ere 

hun 


R 


Y 1 
Maki 


at Fort Preble, Port- 
e, three th isand se- 


nee » t 
nee, Boston, 


the 


1, On 


lest 
ari ton, 


rh Trumbull, 


al 
met at ‘ ’ sal 
nd at Ke y Wes , O whicl 


i 
’ thousand 


~l. three 1 
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For the purchase of land at Fort Gratiot, one thousand 
six huncred dollars. 

To make good a deficiency of a former appropriation 
for the building of a wharf at Fort McHenry, ninety dol- 
lars and forty cents. 

For repairing and extending the levees, securing the 
works at Fort Jackson, Mississippi, and for improving the 
storerooms and magazine, four thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of War be authorized, at his discretion,out of the moneys 
appropriated by this, or any former act, for the payment 
of the militia ordered into the service of the United States, 
according to law, during the last year,to allow and pay to 
the district paymasters of the Army of the United States 
employed in making such payments, a commission on the 
sums respectively paid by them, not exceeding 
centum upon the amounts. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 


one per 


AN ACT to explain and amend tl nd amend 





the several acts imposing duties on imports, passed July 
fourteenth, one thousand eight bur land thirty-two, 
so far as relates to hardware, and ¢ iin Manufactures 
of copper and brass, : thet 

Be it enacted, &c. That the provisos of the tenth and 


twelfth clauses ef the sec« 


act toalter 
andamend the several acts imposing duties on imports 





i ’ 
passed July fourteenth, cighteen hundred and thirty-two, 


be, and the same are hereby suspended until the first day 
of June, eighteen hundred and thirty four. 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, Vhat so much of the 
act to alter and amend the several acts imposing duties on 
imports, passed July the fourteenth,eighteen hundred and 
thirty-two, as repeals the duties heretofor 
per bottoms cut round, and copper bottoms raised to the 
edge, and still bottoms cut round and turned upon 
edge, and parts thereof, and on coppe: 
weighing more than thirty-four ounces per 
commonly called braziers copper, and on tobacco leaves, 
or unmanufactured, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Sec 3. And be it further enacied, Vhat nothing con- 
tained in the act of the fourteenth of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-two, to alter and amend the s 
imposing duties on imports, shall be so construed as to 
authorize the exemption from the payment of duty on 
sheet and rolled brass, but the same sh 
with the payment of a duty of twenty five per centum ad- 
valorem. 


Approved: March 2, 








€ lev € ad on cop 
tt 
the 
plates or sheets, 


square foot, 





veral acts 


all be charged 


4929 
100. 


AN ACT making appropriations for the erection of cer- 
tain Fortifications. 

Be it enacted, &c. ‘Vhhat the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby appropriatec, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, namely: 

For a Fort on Throg’s Neck, East river, New York, 


twenty-five thousand dollars. 
For rebuilding Fort 
thousand dollars. 
For a Fort on Foster’s Bank, Pensacola harbor, Florida, 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 
For a Fort on Grande Terre, 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 
Approved: March 2, 1833. 


Delaware, Delaware river, fifty 


Barataria, 


Louisiana, 





AN ACT for improving the navigation of certain rivers in 
the Territories of Florida and Michigan, and for surveys, 
and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, &c. ‘That, for the purpose of removing 
obstructions, and improving the navigation of certain 
rivers in the ‘Territories of Florida and Michigan, the fol- 
lowing sums be, and they are hereby appropriated, to 


Laws of the United States. 
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be paid out of any money in the Treasury; to be expe; 
ed under the direction of the President of the 1 
States. 

For removing obstructions in, and improving th 
gation of, the Escambia river, five thousand doll 

For improving the navigation of Ochlochney rive 
thousand dollars. 

For improving the navigation of the Ch 
river, as recommended by the Postmaster G 
the transportation of the mail from Pensacola ‘o 1 
see, five thousand dollars 

for improving the harbor at Chicago, on luke 
twentv-five thousand dollars. 

For asurvey of White and 

| 
>. 


M 


Saint Francis riv 


Territory of Arkansas, fiv undred dollars 
Approved: March 2, 1833 


AN ACT in relation to the Potomac Bric 


Be it enaele 1, &c. That so soon as the Pre 
the United States shall decide on a plan for the 
of a bridge over the Potomac river at Washington, 
adjoining the site of the old bridge, the Secre 





the Treasury is hereby required to advertise f 


after giving at least thirty days notice. 
5 > J ~ 
2. dad be it further enact.d, Vhat, tows 


construction of the suid bridge, the sum of two hu 


asec. 


} t, he - 
ty 10 DE pa 


thousand dollirs is hereby appropriate 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appt 
tes!, in such sums, and at such times, as may be 
on by the Secretary of the Treasury, and the cont 
or contractors, who shall give to the said Secretary 
factory security tor the faithful performance of the 
tract. 
Approved: March 2, 1833. 
AN ACT to improve the navigation of the 
between 


Poton 
Georgetown and Alexandria, and for 
purposes. 

Be it enacted, &c. That in order to aid the citiz 
Georgetown in removing the obstruction to thei 
tion, by causing the cut already made through t 
below the town, to be enlarged and dee; 
the further purpcse of enabling them to make a 
turnpike roac to the district line on the Virginia s 
the river, and to purchase of the present prop 
and make forever free, the bridge over the Little Fa 
Potomac river hundred and fit 
sand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriat 
be paid out of any money in the Treasury not othe 
ap re 


Sec. 


ened; a 


’ the sum of one 


priated. 
2. And be it further enacted, That the sa 
shall be paid, frem time to time, by the Secretary of 
Treasury, to the order of the corporation of Gcorget 
n such sums as to enable the said corporation to ef] 
the purposes aforesaic. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That before the 
sum be paid over to the said cc tion, it shall | 
ordinance to make said road and bridge free, and \ 
keptin repair by said corporation forever. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 

AN ACT in addition to the for the 
provement of the Navy of the United 

Be it enacted, &c. That for the gradual improvem« 

he Navy of the United States, the sum of five hu 
thousand dollars, out of any money in the Treas 
otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby 
propriated, annually, for six years, from and afte! 
third day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-! 

whent present appropriation expires. 

And be it further enacted, Vhat the Pres 
ted States be, ana he is her 


Ppora as 


Act gradual 


St 


ates. 


ivy 


he 
Sec 2. 
of the Un: 


} 
" 


! } ! 
eby, authorizes 
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“the United : States. 


. empowered to cause the abovementioned appropriation 
to be applied, as directed and prescribed by the act of 
third of March, eighteen hundred and twenty seven, 
to which this is in addition, the provisions whereof are 
hereby continued in force >for the term abovementi med, 
nd to be applied also to the purchase of o wher necessa- 
y materials as well as tins! ber suitable for the construction 
i vess ls of war. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enucted, That, in addition to 
: provisions now in force on the subject of the live oak 
‘owing on the public lands, it shall be the duty of all 
ectors of the customs within the Territory of Florida, 
lthe States of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, 
fore allowing a clearance to any vessel laden in whole 
‘in part with live oak timber, to ascertain satisfactorily 
it such timber was cut from private lands, or, if from 
lic ones, by consent of the Navy Department. And 
is hereby made the eee of ali officers of the customs, 
ind of the land officers within said Territot ry and States, 
~ause prosecutions to be seasonably instituted against 
; known to be liity of lepreda tions o , oF in- 
es to, th live oak growing on the public la 3. 
4 pl »\ ] Maar ay l S90 
\N ACT to improve the condition of t non-commis 
s med offic rs and I ivates of the Ar y ad Ma e 
Corps of the United States, and to prevent desertion. 
Be itenacted, &c. That, from and after the pas of 
his act, all enlistments in the army of the United States, 
jall be for three years ; and that the monthly pay of the 
comm sioned offic rs and s Tie } iall be as tollows, 
\ to each sergeant major, quartermasier sergeant, and 
f musician, sixteen collars ; to the first sergeant ofa 
company, fifteen dollars; to all other sergeants, twelve 
\ llars each ; to each artificer, ten dollars; to each core 
ral, eight dollars, and to each musician and private sol- 
er, x dollars; and all enlistments in the Marine 
Corps shall be for four years ; an at the monthly pay 
f e non commissioned officers and s -lidiers in sad 
shall be as follows, viz: to each sergeant major and 
rtermaster sergeant, seven 1 dollars; tothe drum 
naj , fife major, the orderly sergean's of ts, and first 
eants of guards at sea, sixte dollars each; to all 
serg ts, tl een S$; to chi corporal, nine 
isicia it dollars ; and to each pri- 
7 e. 8 
Sec furl vacied, TV) e dollar of 
é thly pay of every mu in and ivate soldie 
wll be retained until the expiration of the two first 
of their enlistment, when each shall receive the 
64 twenty-four d ai tained pay, w hall have so ac- 
se ed: Provided, Ue shall have served hor estly one 
it thfully that portion of the ‘erm of his first enlistme 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, ‘That every able 
J musician or pr vate sold er, who may re-cnhst into 
5 company or regiment, within two months before, o1 
nonth after, the expiration of lis term of service 
ill receive two months’ extra pay, besides the pay 
L other allowances which may > due him on account 
unexpired period of any stmer 
Sec. 4 ind l f fu enacted, ‘That ev ry able 
i musi 1 OF ld r, WwW Atl list into his 
ipany or regiment, as spec hed in tl d section of 
sact, shall receive his full pay , at the rate of six dol- 
s per month, without any temporary deduction there 
y! rom 
y : 4 Sec. 5. And be il further en /, That no premium to 
: ticers, for enlisting recruits, nor bounties to recruits for 
, nlisting, shall be allowe r the passage of this act 
6. dnd be tl further enacted, ‘Vhat no person who 





' ; 
$s been convicted of any cri 


tT 


| ‘ 


nal offer 


‘ 


’ 


shall be ¢ 
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Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Tiat the seventh sec- 
tion of the act, “ entitled * An act making further pro- 
vision for the army of the United States,” passed on the 
sixteenth May, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
be, and the same is hereby, re p saled, so far as it applies 
to any enlisted soldier, who shall be convicted by a gen- 
eral court martial of the crime of desertion. 

Approved : March 2, 1833. 





AN ACT making appropriations for carrying on certain 
works heretofore commenced for the improvement of 
harbors and riv.rs and, alse, for continuing and 
repairing the Cumberland road, and certain Territorial 
roads 
Be it enacted, &c. That the following sums of money 

be, and the same are hereby « ppropriated for carrying on 

or completing certain works and roads heretofore com— 
menced, to be paid out of any money inthe Treasury not 

otherwis¢ — I. 

For carrying - Delaware breakwater, two hundred 
and seventy thousand dollars, 

ng asand baratthe mouth of Black River, 

Ohio, iousand four hundred dollars. 

For a pier head at Cunningham creek, Ohio, fiye hun- 
dred de lars. 

For completing the removal obstructions at the 
mouth of Ashtabul . creek, Ohio, three thousand four hun- 





C 
For completing the improvements of the harbor of Pres- 
que Isle, Pennsylvania, six thousand dollars. 

For completing the pier at the mouth of Buffalo 
| harbor, New York, thirty-one thousand seven hundred 
| dollars. 





For improving the entrance of Gennesee river, New- 
| York, fifteen thousand dollars. 


For removing obstructions at the mouth of Big Sodus 
bay, New York, fifteen thousand dollars. 
| For completing the pierand mole at Oswego, New York 


; ’ 
eight thousand four hundred dollars 


For the con pletion of the breakwater at the mouth 
i of the Merrimack river, tour thousand nine hundred 


| For repairing Ply ith Beach, six hundred dollars, 
, erat Hyannis, Massachusetts, five 





th musand ll lars. 

For in proving 
Chester, and Port 
| dollars. 

For carrying onthe improvement of Ocracoke inlet North 
Carolina, sixteen the na seven hundred dollars. 

For improving Cape Fear river, below Wilmington, 
North Carolina, twenty eight thousand dollars, 

For improving the navigation of the Ohio, Missouri 
and Mississippi rivers, fifty thousand dollars. 

For continuing the road from Detroit to Saganaw bay, 
fifteen thousand dollars. 

For completing the improvement of St. Mark’s river 
| and harbor in Florida, in addition to the unexpended 
| balance of former appropriations, one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

For the road from Detroit to Grand river of Lake Mi- 
chigan, twenty five thousand dollars. 
| 
| 
| 





harbors of New Castle, Marcus Hook, 
Penn, in the Delaware, four thousand 











For continut — road from Detroit towards Chicago, 
in the rerrit ory rof ichigan, eight thousand dollars. 
For paying the b ik ance due the commissoners for sur- 


veying and marking the road from La Plaisance bay, to 


intersect the road to Chicago, within the lerritory of 


| Michigan, six hundred and ei 


gat dollars and seventy-six 
i cents. 
For mak ne thi iid road, fiiteen thousand dollars. 


For completing the improvement of the Inland channel 
yetween St. Mary’s and St. John’ Florida, nine thou- 


ind dol 










iBinreninis 
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For the compiciion of the removal of obstructions in For sihateition in repair the fire engines belonging to | 
the harbor and river Appalachicola, in Florida, according | public buildings, two hundred dollars. 
to the report and estimste of the engineer, Licutenant For furnishing the President’s House, to be exp< 
Long, eight thousand seven hundred dollars, including | under the direction of the President, in addition t 
the unexpended appropriation of last year. proceeds of such decayed furniture as he may direct t 
For repairing the Cumberland road east of the Ohio | sold, twenty thi vusand dollars. 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. For an additional payment for the Statue of W 
For continuing the Cumberland road in Ohio, west of ton, five thousand dollars. 
Zanesville, one bundred and thirty thousand dollars. For alterations in the Representatives Hall, to ace 
For continuing the Cumberland road in the State of | date the twenty-third Congress, according to a plan 1 
Indiana, one hundred thousand dollars. commended by a Select Committee of the House of ly 
For continuing the Cumberland road in Illinois, seven- presentatives, of thirtieth June, eighteen hundred 
ty thousand dollars. thirty-two, thirteen thousand dollars. 
For repairs of the Cumberland road in Virginia, thirty- For completing the public vault, and railing tl 
four thousand four hundred and forty dollar one thousand six hundred dollars, 
For payment of a balance due the commissioners under Approved: March 2, 1833. 
the act of third of March one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-five, for marking out a road to the confines of 
New Mexico, one th nusund five hundred and four dollars nat eee: Ke William : Strong's, on he HF 
and fifty-four cents. ri 


. \ = ver, in the Territory Arkansas. 
For defraying the expenses incidental tc making ex- er; . 


aminations and surveys ut r the act of the thirtieth of | Be it enacted, &c. That the sum of one hundre 
April, one thousand eig! t ea a wenty-four, | sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, approp: 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 


out of any money inthe Treasury not otherwi 
For payment of balance due Jose] >. Brown for run- priated, for the purpose of enabling the President « 


ning the western bo anty of the State of Missouri, one | United States to cause to be permanently constru 
hundred and forty—dollars. | road in the Territory of Arkansas, from a point op) 
Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the Secret ry of | to Memphis, to the house of William Strong, on 
War be, and is hereby, authorized, by and with the ap- | Francis river, or towards such other point on the sar 
probation ofthe President of the United States to change | the engineer appointed to report thereupon may 
the location of the route of the Cumberland road, nea mend, tor the purpose of establishing a constant ¢ 
Cumberland and Wills’ mountain, according to the sur- | nication from the point above named, towards |] 
vey and report thereon of Captain lafield, of the | Rock, in the said Territ ry: Provided, That tl 
corps of Engineers. | be expende’l under the direction of such military 
Approved: March 2, 18352. 


m 


anit 


» construction of a road from the Ms 


neer as the — lent may appoint: And pret 
—— That no p ut of the said sum of money shall be 
AN ACT making appropriations for the Public Buildings — a careful survey ra lestin en shall ha 

; of the cost of the road by a competent cngi 

the said survey and estimate shall have 
Be it enacted, &c. That, for the purpose of completi submitted to, and approved by, the Sec 
the bui Idings of the Pem tentiary, its support, the pur and the President of the United States, 
chase of raw ma erials to t e manufaciured by the e Approved: March 2, 1833. 
victs, and as a compensation to aey 


is hereby allowed one thousa lolla: yy | services AN ACT pr wing the second of 


and for other purposes. 


; cond session 

in planning and su; tending the erection of the Peni gislative Council of the Territory of Michigar 
tentiary, the sum of fifteen thousand four hundred and Re 
thirty-six dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid out 


of any money in the Treasury not erw appropriat- 


it enael That the Legislative 


Territory of chigan, now in session, be, and 
authorized to continue its present s 
yond the 'ime now | »y law. 
Sec. 2 rt ; te r é nacted, TI 
of defraying the incidental expenses, 
* |} membe lie said Legislative Council 
time employed as aforesaid, the sum 
dollars be, and is hereby, appropriated, ou 


: 1 : ; 1) : : in the Treasury not otherwise appropriat 
For enclosing and improving the public ground nort! Approved : March 2, 1833. 
of the Capitol, two thousand dollars. 
For a pedestal = coping, railing, and footway at 
north front ofthe President’s House, ten thousand dollars 
For improv:ng she Capitol square, including the ga 
dener’s = and lighting the lamps, two t] 
ven hundred and fifty dollars. 
For complet ing the regula n of ‘ 
ing, south of the President’s fous ir the nad si s hereby authorized to pay, out of 


ed. 

Sec. 2. ind be tt ju ther enacted mat the lowing 
sums be, and are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated 
for the following purposes, that is to say 

For dressing and laying the stone proci pital for paving 
the terrace of the Capitol, seven thousand dollars. 





AN ACT 


any 
hundred and sixty dollars. Treasury ne ‘wise appropriated, unt 
For alterations and repairs in the pitol, one thousanc rme! Cc — cawell, of th it ty of 


1 


dollars. n, the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand 
tera’ 3 Mi g the obj cts and requirem 
>hundared Gollars. act ntitled ** An act y Cing 
nstructing reservoirs and fountains at the pubh y of Washington all the rights of 
President’s House, and et $i] and plaut- } n vompany, a for other purpos¢ 
ing the fountain square, six thousand seven hundred and irty first, one thousand eight hund 


For alterations and repairs in th nts Hlouse aid them in fulfi 


i 
’ 


’ 
twenty-three dollar | ) / hat the sai ayer, Alderm 
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Council, relinquish all title to the land vested in them by 
the eighth section of the act above named, and, also, re- 
Jinquish all rights and privi ileges granted by the eighth, 
tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirtee nth, and fourteenth, sec- 
tions of said act: And provided, also, That the sum here. 
in granted shall be ¢ sophed to pay and extings ish any 
debt which has been, or may be contracted in the pur- 
chase either of the W ashington City Canal, or in the com- 
pletion of the same, and shall not be apps icable to any 
other o ject or purpose until said debts be extingu! ished. 
Sec. 2. And be il further enacted, That the Commis- 
Jonee of the Public Buildings hereby authorized to 
cause all the open gronnds belonging to the United States 
vhich, in the original plan of the city, were reserved for 
ublic walks, lying between the Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania Avenues, to be enclosed with a wooden fence, and 
to lay dewn the same according to such plan for the im- 
provement thereof as the President of the lt United States 
may approve, and intersect it by suitable paths 
and roads for intercourse and r ution: Providea, That 
there shall not > streets or roads across 
the same to connect the streets on the north and south 
id public grounds 
Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That there be paid, 
out of any unappropriated money in the Treasury, for the 
oses of the second section of this act, the sum of five 


in grass, 
cres 
be more than thr 


s les of Sa 


thousand dollars 


Approved: M 


AN ACT establishing a port of « 
village of Fall River in Ma ntehaaeh 
office at Dight 


it enacled, &c. That 
April next, be i 
near the mouth of Taunton 
ichusetts, a port of entr rd de 
2. And be it further enacted, That 
in Dicht n, Massachusett 
April next, be « 


nd de livery at the 


tts, and 


ontinu- 


stor of the customs 


mand after the first day of 
March 2, 1853. 


liscon! 


the United St 
to the Navy Yard 
hereto. 


ates 


toexchange c¢ 


Brooklvn f 


and hei 


to the ¢ 


to execu 

re « f Bro 
of th 
he navy 


veyance 





[22d Cone. 


of the lieutenant who is t 
ment; four serg: 


master-sergeant to 


) adjutant of the 

ants, one of whom shall act as quarter- 
the company, four corporals, two 
buglers, farrier and blacksmith rd sixty privates. 

, id be it further enacted, That the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, when 
mounted, be entitled to the same pay and emoluments as 
was allowed to dragoons during the war, and when on 
foot, the same pay and emoluments as are now allowed 
to the officers, non commissioned officers, musicians,and 
privates of a regiment of infantry: anc re the farrier 
and black-mith be allowed the same pay and 
ces, as are allowed tocn artificer of artill ery. 

Sec. 3 And be it further enacied, That the said regi- 
of dra roons shall be liable to r on horse, or 
may direct; ] subject to 
articles of war, be recruite same 
ith the same limitations; 
commissioned officers, musici 
| all be entitled to the sam 
ema the same provi 
ences at 


id the same 


be the 


one 


allowan- 


ment 
foot, as the President 
] 


the 
mane- 


a 
thecers, 


as 
aL0OW 
the other tro 


imei 


as are allow ed 
t military pe 


> ,} 
17a 


ice establis! 





22 AP P ENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 


22d Cone. 2d Sess. ] Lanes of the United States. 





Commissioner of the General Land Gffice, to transfer ‘all ec. 10. And i it further aaaiial That al 
such books, maps, records, field notes, and plats, or es of country, in the State of Indiana, lying 
transcripts thereof, relating to the surveys of the public | line dividing ranges seven and eight east of th 
lands in Monroe and Lowades counties, to the Regis'er | principal meridian, and north of the line dividing 
of the northeastern district, as may be necessary to ena- | ships twenty-four and twenty-five, shall form a se; 
ble him to comply with the provisions of this act. land district ; and the land office for the sale and d 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, ‘That so much of the | of all the public lands in said district, shall be, and h 
land ceded to the United States by the said treaty of the | is, established at Laporte; and for said land ofl 
twent y-seventh of Septe mber, one thousand eight hun- ie and Receiver shall be appointed in lke n 
dred and thirty, as is situated South of the di viding line | and be subject to lke rules and regulations, and re 
between townships seven and eiglit, be attached to, and | the same salary, fees, and compensation for thcir sc: 
constitute a part of, the Augusta land district. j as is designated and provided for in other cases by 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, for the dispo- fifih section of this act; and it shall be the duty 
sal of the public lands in the northeastern and northwest- | Secretary of the Treasury, as soon as it can be d 
ern districts, a land office shall be established in each, at | cause the necessary tract books, plats, maps, and 
such convenient place as the President of the United | of the public e in said district, to be filed in 
States may designate ; and, for each of said offices, a Re- | fice: Provided, That the President may, whenever 
gister anc 1 Receiver shall be appointed by the President, | judgment, the public interest and the convenienc 
by and with the advice and consent of the as who | Pe dr ione re a it, remove ee office toam 
hall severally give bond and security, according to law, | and suitable place in said dist 
> 


3 





re entering on the duties of their respective offic s.. | A mane March 2, 833. 
They shall receive the same compensation, fees, and jana 
t 


emoluments, and shall perform similar duties, and possess | aN ACT 
the same powers, with all other Registers and Receivers 
of public monies of the United St and shall, in all 


making provision for the publication 
cumentary History of the American Revol 
Be it enacled, &e ‘Ylat the Secretary of State be 
hereby is authorized to contract with Matthe 
Clarke and Pcter Force, for the publication of : 
titled ‘©The Documentary Histor y of the Am 
aad n,’to be printed in octavo or folio 
greed upon: Provided, ‘Yhat the rate of expens 
wot exceed the actual cost per volume of the D ipl ( 
Correspondence now printing, or heretof 
der direction « ; the Secre tary of State ; the sam 


distributed and disposed of in the n 


respects, be governed by the laws of the United States 

providing fo sale of public lands. 
- it further enacted, Vhat so much of the 
ict as lies north and northwest of 
driver and the Mississipp', 
the Quincy land 
ois 3; and that pn tye 

‘ipal 


ohio, a 
if 


re pr 


» to the s 


the joint resolution of the tenth July, onc 

handred and thirty-two, for the distribution a 

of Gales & Seaton’s collection of American St 
} 


pproved: March 2, 1833. 


viding Ae aieeesmas bas sancauall nd. twenty.one AN ACT declaring the assent of Cong 
ere > - - a . . a —_—e 7 oe 7reS@ . a os t . 

and North of the eo diwidine ewnshins ele . al he General Assembly of the State 
twelve, and west of t > g rang nine an 1 ter recited. 

t ' 1 1} f . s ' ' 

west, to the we ndary line he Sti fs ama, Be it enacted, &c. Vhat the assent 
shail constitute a lan listric* C ec K ‘ it call be, and the same is hereby, Swen { 

he D | t 


, en 


d 
pass ‘a F 


d and 
pieasul 
t be cor 
from resuming wha ; 
j ' ave over the said road, whenever, in its dis 
be bounded onthe Soutl he lis lividing vuships | tion, it shall deem it proper soto do; whi ch act of t 
twenty-six and twenty seven, and the east by the line | said General Assembly is in the words and figut 
rt ge, to wit: 
Be it enacted by the General Assemblu, Tha 
: . nited States shall hav 
“” > Abi i 
slices within the limits of this St 
Directors of the | 


e here by 


} } Hed tl 
i ( T ope a i 
, coOMMOoOnty ¢ t 





on said road: Provid 
humober, 
> ary avs 
Be it further enacted, That a superintet 
ppointed by the Presidé@iit aid D 
Vorks, removable | 


rect s ] 
Cl Ct sais § 


























































nent, and preservation of said road; and he shall pay for 

the same out of the fund arising from the tolls; he shall 
ve power to appoint and remove at pleasure, the col- 
lectors of tolls, and to take from such collector or collec- 
tors, bond with good security, conditioned for his, her, or 
their faithfully discharging his, her, or their duty, and ac- 
counting for and paying over to such superintendent, or 
a 5s successors in office, all monies or tolls by him, her, or 
m collected or rec*ived; and it shall be the duty of 
he superintendent every six months, before the county 

, or superior court for Ohio county, or before some one by 
either of said courts appointed for that purpose, to ren- 
der, under oath, an account of all moneys by him receiv- 

& ed or expended, particularly setting forth, in such ac- 
, count, the time when, and from whom, he shall have re- 
ceived such money, and the time when, and to whom, 
ind on what account, the same shall have been disbursed 
r expended He shall, before he shali have entered on 
the duties of said office, take, before the county court of 
Ohio county, or some justice of th peace for said coun- 
y, an oath, that he w thfully, justly, ane impartially 
scharge the duties of his lofice; and he shall, also, 

) f sail court, e1 into bond, with two good secur 
ties, at least, the penalty of ten thousand dollars, con- 
oned for h s fuithtully performing, in all things, the 
( ies oF his office of superintendent, to account, as is 
before provided for, and also to pay over to his successor 
= or successors in office, or to such persons as the county 
: court of Ohio county may, for this purpose, nan and 
appoint, all tolls by him received, and not « xpended, by 

virtue of the provisions of this act. He shall, immediate 
ly on the rece ipt thereof, leposite in the Northwes'ern 
: Bank of Virginia, all monies by him received for tolls or 
a otherwise, and the same, as superintendent, check for, as 
he may want the same in repairing, improving, or pre- 
serving said road. And incase of death, resignation, or 
‘ removal from office, or from the State, any and all monies 
‘ standing to his credit in bank, as supe rintendent, shall be 
passed to the credit of his successor in office. If the su- 
| t shall fail or omit, for two calendar months, 
‘ ender his accoun’'s as is before required, he shall, for 
every such failure, forfeit and pay, for the benefit of said 
id fund, five hundred dollars, to be recovered as is after 
. I led ft r; or, f he shall fail or omit t pay over all mo- 
G nies in his hands as is before required, it shall be lawful, 
the name of the President and Directors of the Board 
public works, to obtain judgment against him, his se- 
irity or securities, his or their heirs, executors or ad. 
P ministrators, upon motion in the county or superior courts 


otice to such 





Ssu- 


APPENDIX—To Gales & Sceaton’s Register. 


Laws of We United Ntates. 








22d Cone. 2d Srss. 


superior court for Olio county, for the sum he, she, or 
they may be in arrear, with interest and damages as is 
above provided for in the case of defaulting superintend- 
Provided, That such collector 
her, or ti 


cutors, or administrators, shall [have 


or collectors, his, 
1eir security or securities, his or their heirs, exe- 
] had ten days’ pre- 
such motion. Whenthe said collector 


intendent, tie superin- 





vious notice of 
shall have pa d 
! 
i 


tendent shal 





(rive 


g him duplic receipts therefor, one of 
which he, the said collector, upon paia of fort ‘iting 


’ ‘yy 
fifty dollars for every failure, shall file with the clerk of 
the county court of Ohio county. ‘The bonds hereby re- 
or collectors shall be made 
Directors of the Board of 
be deposited, for safe keeping, wi h 
the county court of Ohio county. But all 


moneys, and ail fin 


s and forfeitures recovere 
her of them, shall be collected and receis 
tend 


or el 





‘ 
superin office, or by such person as 


ty court of 





Ohio county may appoint to receive e san 


rhe said superintendent, and the sa lector or « 





tors, shall be allowed by the county court of Ohio a rea- 
sonable compensation for their services ; to be by them 
respect vely retained out of sa 1 tolls, or the procee ls 
thereof: Provided however, That the compensation to 

superintendent all not exceed three hundred and 





thirty-three and one third dollars per annum. And for 





the better order and ma ment of the said fund, and 
the ition of said id, th said supel ntendent 
and r or collectors, shall observe and conform to 





the Preside 


! S ¢ Direct 
ublic Works may, fi 


m time to time, prescribe. 


rs of the 





{ $ as 





soon as the said gates an 1 toll-f 





yuses shall be 
said tolle 
hereby required 


ted, it shall be the duty of the llector or 


to demand and 


ome 
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or from any mustersy elections, or courts, or to or from | ment, in the county or superior court of Ohio coun 
his common business on his farm or woodland, or to or | fined ina sum not exceeding five hundred d 
from a funeral, or to or from a mill or school, or to or | imprisonment inthe jail of the county not ex 
from his common place of trading or marketing within | six months, or beth, at the discretion of the court 
the county in which he resides, including the wagons, | if any person shall purposely fill, choke, cro 
carriages, and horses or oxen drawing the same: Provid- | obstruct any of the side drains, valleys, gutte 

ed, also, That no toll shall be received or collected for | verts of said road now made, or hereafter to be ; 
the passage of any stage or coach conveying the United | shall connect any private road or cartway with sai 
States mail, or horses beating the same, or any wagon or | berland road, or if any surveyor of a county 1 


carriage laden with property of the United Stat Ss, oral connect the same with the said Cumberlan 1 road, 

cavalry or other troops, army, or military stores belor | making at the point of connection, a stone ci 
isi | paved valley, or other good and sufficient fixture 

; secure a free pass: ge for the water along such 

vice of the United States, or of the militia of the States: | where such private or county road or curtway 

And provided, further, That the superintendent may | with said Cumberland road, and soas to secure su 

commute the rates of tolls with any person or persons by | berland road fre ry by son of such cou 

taking of him or them a certain sum annually, in lieu of | vate 1 ne 

the tolls aforesaid : 2nd provided, further, UW two gates | land ro: 

shall be erected on said road, then ¢ me half of the | ti 

} 


said rates or tolls shall 


' 
acl, 


ye Teex ollectecd at each 
gate; and that the superintendent and three discreet free | and if any 
iD eae ite .< orneae , a ha anna , ar this r > el et 
holders of Ohio c unty, to be appointed for this purpose | either of them, over n 
by the county court of Ohio county, shall d "mine th ‘ond now ma le, or whicl 


latany other tin 
! 


number of gates (not exceeding twu as aforesai and the | sha 


site or location of such gate or gates: Sai perit of t 


em, yon the 
tendent and persons to be appoi by the county t feeding, or 1e shall, 
as aforesaid, are duly authorized to purchas or tl and wilfully obstruct th 

purpose of erecting a toli house or toli-hous¢ 1 said | shall fast-lock or rough lock eithe 

road, as much ground as they shall deem SCSSAry WNC wagon, coach, chaise, gig, sulky, carr 
advantageous to said road fund ; to be paid for out : | or four-wheeled vehicle while travelling 


tolls aforesaid. as now made, or as it may hereafter be made, 

Be it further enacted, That the moneys s ecte however, such parts of said read as may b 
and all fines, penalties, and forfeitures, accruing under | of said locking, covered with ice,) every pe 
this act, shall constitute a fund, to be denominated the | ing shall, upon conviction there be fin 
Cumbe. land road fund, and _ shall 


perintendent to be appointe: 
clusively to the i 


of said road, 


Ss than tw 


no other purpose whatever. 


Beit further enacted, Vhat 


serves to itself at any future s¢ 


nsent of Congress, t 


Cc J Y F al ria isa : ‘ 
Provid d, That the same shal ott ANPed, : ollars 
; lars, 
ed, or amended, as to red r inet > th ( ) and for 
| 3 


hereby established, belo above ¢ lecessary | or Ohio county; but 


ne use a 


detray the expenses in nt to the repair an t cases, to the next m 
1 


tion of said road, to the erec f sand toll ho | judgement of any ju 


thereon, and for the 7 of the fe » salaries of the ea greater sum tl 
superinteadent, the collector lis, a such other | it shall be the duty 
agents as may be nec ily employ »the preser tolls 
tion and 1 
intent and e aning 

Be it further 
pre pel and con 
and drivers of 
Sal iL tiiat th 


ey 
ther. under ti 
oiber, unaer th 
and there shall 
ateach gate 
rates 

' 

i 


c 


Virainia, Rich? 
ye W. Mum 


atrue c 


assed Fe bruary 
thirty two. . 
under my hand this thir 
i d and thirty-two. 


March 2, 1832. 











AN ACT to secure to mechanics and others payment 
for labor done and materials furnished in the erection 
of buildings in the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted, &c. That all and every dwelling-louse, 
or other building, hereafter constructed and crected with- 
in the City of Washington, in the town of Alexandria, or 
n Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, shall be 
subject to the payment of the debts contracted for, or by 
reason of any work done or materials fuund and provided 
by any brickmaker, bricklayer, stonecutter, mason, lime 
merchant, carpenter, painter and glazier, ironmonger, 
blacksmith, plasterer, and lumber merchant, or any oth 
er person or persons employed in furnishing materials 
for, or in the erecting and constructing such house or oth- 
er building, before any other lien which originated sub- 
sequent to the commencement of such house or other 
building. But if such dwelling house, or other building, 
or any portion thereof, shall have been constructed under 
contract or contracts entered into by the owner thereof, 
or his or her agent, with any person or persons, no per- 
son who may have done work for such contractor or con— 
tractors, or furnished materials to him, or on his order 
or authority, shall have or possess any lien on said house 
or other building,for work dune or materials so furnished, 
unless the person or persons employed by such contract- 
or todo work on, or furnish materials for, such building, 
shall, within thirty days after being so employed, give 
notice in writing, to the owner or owners of such build- 
ing, or to his or to their agent, that he or they are so 
employed to work or to furnish materials, and that they 
claim the benefit of the len granted by thisact. And if 
such house or other building should not sell for a sum 
sufficient to pay al! the demands for such work and mate. 
rials, then, and in such case, the same shall be averaged, 
and each of the creditors paid a sum pruportionate to 
their several demands: Provided, always, That no such 
debt for work and materials shall remain a lien on the 
said houses or other buildings longer than two years from 
the commencement of the building thereof, unless an ac- 
tion for the recovery of the same be instituted, or the 
claim filed, within three months after performing the work 
or furnishing the materials, in the office of the clerk of 
the court forthe county in which the building shall be 
situated: nd provided, also, That each and every per- 
son, having received satisfaction for his or their debt, for 
which a claim has been or shall be filed,or action brought 
as aforesaid, shall, at the request of any person interested 
in the building on which the same was a lien, or in having 
the same lien removed, or of his or their legal represen- 
tative, on payment of the costs of the claim or action,and 
on tender of the costs of office for entering the satisfac- 
tion, within six days after such request made, enter satis- 
faction of the claim in the office where such claim was or 
shall be filed, or such action brought, which shall forever 
thereafter discharge, defeat, and release the same; and if 
such persons, having received such satisfaction as afore- 
said, by himself or his attorney, shall not, within six days 
ufter request and payment of the costs of the claim or ac- 
tion, and tender as aforesaid, by himself or his attorney, 
duly authorized, enter satisfaction as aforesaid, he, she,or 
they, neglecting or refusing so to do,shall forfeit and pay 
unto the party or parties aggrieved any sum of money, 
not exceeding one-half of the debt, for which the claim 
was filed, or action brought as aforesaid, to be sued for 
ind demanded by the person or persons indemnified, in 
like manner as other debts are now recovered by the ex- 
isting laws for the recovery of debts. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, And in all cases of 
lien created by this act, the person having a claim filed 
agreeably to its provisions, may, at his election, proceed 
to recover it by personal action, according to the nature 
of the demand, against the debtor, his executors, or ad- 
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of the building; and where the proceedings are by scire 
facias, the writ shall be served in like manner as a sum- 
mons upon the persons named therein, if to be found with- 
in the county, and if not found within the county, then by 
fixing a copy of the writ upon the door of the building 
against which the claim is filed; and upon the return of 
service and failure of the defendants to appear, the court 
shall render judgment as in the case of a summons; but if 
they, or either of them, appear,they may plead and make 
defence, and the like proceedings shall be had as ia per- 
sonal actions for the recovery of debts: Provided, That no 
judgment rendered in such scire facias, shall warrant the 
issuing an execution, except against the building or 
buildings upon which the lien existed as aforesaid. 
Approved: March 2, 1833. 





AN ACT to authorize the County Commissioners for the 
County of Peoria, in the State of Llinois, to enter a 
fractional quarter section of land for a seat of justice, 
and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, &c. That the commissioners for the coun- 
ty of Peoria, in the State of Illinois, be,and they are here- 
by, authorized to enter with the Register and Receiver 
of the public lands at Springfield, in said State, (for the 
use of said county,) the residue of the northeast fractional 
quarter of section number nine, in township number 
eight north, in range number eight east: Provided, that 
nothing in this act shall be so construed as to interfere 
with the claim or claims of any other person or persons, to 
said fractional quarter section. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the heirs or le- 
gal representatives of J. Latham, deceased, be, and they 
ure hereby, authorized to withdraw, and re-locate the 
claim which was illegally located on said fractional quar— 
ter section, upon any other quarter section of public land 
to which it may, by law, be applicable. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 





AN ACT authorizing an alteration in the Election Dis- 
tricts for Members of the Legislative Council of the 
Territory of Michigan. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the Legislative Council of the 
Territory of Michigan be, and hereby is, authorized to 
provide for such alterations in the Election Districts of 
said Territory, as will more effec ually secure to the dif- 
ferent sections of said Territory a more equal representa- 
tion in said Legislative Council, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if the said Le- 
gislative Council shall have adjourned before the first day 
of April next, the Governor of said Territory shall, by 
proclamation, district the said Territory according to the 
provisions of the foregoing section. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 





AN ACT supplementary to an act, entitled ‘* An act 
concerning a Seminary of Learning in the Territory of 
Arkansas,” approved the seventh of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-seven 


Be it enacted, &c. That the Governor of the Territory 
of Arkansas shall select twenty of the sections of public 
land reserved by the act, entitled ** An act concerning a 
Seminary of Learning in the Territory of Arkansas,” ap- 
proved the second of March, eighteen hundred and twen- 
ty-seven ; and, after advertising and proclaiming them for 
sale in the several newspapers printed in Arkansas, and 
such other papers as he may deem expedient, he shall 
proceed to sell the same for cash, at some notorious place 
in Little Rock, to be designated in said advertisement, to 
the highest bidder. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said Go- 
vernor shall proclaim and sell the same, in quantities not 


ministrators, or by scire facias against the debtor or owner | exceeding one half section, nor shall any sale be made 


Vor, 1X.—d 
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for a price less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre. It shall be the duty of the Governor to give to the 
purchaser a certificate of his purchase ; and he shall also 
make a return to the Register and Receiver of the Land 
Office at Little Rock, of the quantity sold, the number 
of the section, range, township, and such other descrip. 
tion of the land as he may deem necessary, the price for 
which each parcel sold, and to whom sold ; and he shall 
also communicate to the Legislature of the Territory of 
Arkansas a duplicate of the same, upon which a patent 


shall issue to the purchasers as in other cases of sales of | 


public lands. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacled, That the money aris- 
ing from the sales of the said twenty sections, or such 
portions of them as may be sold from time to time, after 
paying the reasonable expenses incurred in making se- 
lections of the two townships under the before recited 
act, and the expenses of selling the same under this act, 
shall be applied to the erection of suitable buildings for a 
seminary of learning at such place as may be designated, 
and under such terms and conditions as may be prescrib- 
ed by the Legislature of Arkansas 

Sec. 4. And be it Surther e vacled, That it shall be the 
duty of the Governor of said Territory tu pay the nett pro- 
ceeds of said sales into the office of the T reasurer of said 
Territory, who shall be responsible for the same as other 
public moneys; and who shall not pay out the whole, or 
any part thereof, for any other objects or purposes than 
such as are provided for by the act of the second of 
March, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, to which 
this is a supplement, and by this act, and in obedience to 
the laws of the Legislature of said Territory, made to car- 
ry into effect the provisions of this act, 
cited act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, 
of the said territory shall be au ee to lease, for a 
term not exceeding five years, at any one time, beni re- 
mainder of the two towaships granted ‘& the said act, and 
to apply the proceeds arising poses 
aforesaid ; and he shall rende! r, once in two years, an ac- 
count of the same tothe Legis of said Territory, 
and pay over the money to tl surer of said Ter- 
ritory. 


Approved : 


und the said re- 


That the Governor 


r therefrom to the oar 


lature 


March 2, 1833 
AN ACT supplemental to the act entitled ** An act for 
the final adjustment of land claims in Missouri.” 

Be it enacled, &c. That the the act to 
which this isa supplement, extended to, and 
embrace in its operations, every claimtoa donation of 
land inthe State of Missouri, held in virtue tlement 
and cultivation ; and the commissioners appointed under 
the above recited act, shall proceed to consider, decide, 
and report upon the uforesaid claims, under the provi- 
sions of the several acts of Congress heretofore passed 
in relation to said claims, and under such provisions and 
restrictions of the act to which this is a supplement, as 
may be applicable thereto. 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That it shall and 
may be lawtul for the Recorder and Commissioners afore- 
said, to continue to take the testimony of all such claims 
as heretofore descr bed, for 
years, from the date of the 
ment, any law to the ¢ 


Approve di: Mars 


ons of 


prov is 


shall I ec 


OF set 


and during the term of two 
to which this isa 
cont rary notwitlistandu 


ch 2, 1833. 


ar 1 
act supple- 


r 
S- 


AN ACT authorizing the removal the Office of Sur- 
veyor General of Public Lands South of Tennessee. 
Be it enacled, &c. That aflerthe Ist day of April 

next, the Office of the Surveyor General of Public Lands 

South of shall be kept at Jackson, the seat 

of Government of the State of Mussissip 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, 1 


‘Tennessee, 


pt. 
‘hat all 


accounts 


| the office of the Surveyor General of public lands fur 


| for surveys of public lands in the State of Louisiana 


a, not 
shall b 
with the proper returns of such surveys, to 


approved before the first day of April next, 

presented, 

State of Louisiana, for settlement or allowance. 
Approved : March 2, 1833. 

AN ACT granting certain lots to the President and p 
rectors of the Georgetown College in the District of 
Columbia. 

Be it enacled, &c. That there shall be, and hereby ; 
granted to the President and Directors of Georgetow; 
sollege, in the District of Columbia, lots in the city « 

Washington,to the amount, in value, of twenty fix e thou 

sand dollars, which said lots shall be selected and valued 

by the Commissioner of the Public Buildings, epee 


| quested by the said President and Directors ; and \ 


| shall be vested in the 
| be by them held and disposed of in the following man 
| that is to say : 





the said lots shall be the | 


fee simple 


so selected and valued, 
said corporation, in : 
the said corporation, by proper and law- 
ful act or acts, under their corporate seal, shall sel! 
dispose of said lots, as soon as reasonably practica 
for the best price or prices they can obtain, ar 
vest the proceeds of the same in some public stock, 
stock of some incorporated bank. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, 
lots aforesaid shall be selected 
the said Commissioner shall make return of the num 
and description thereof to the clerk of the circuit c 
of the county of Washington ; to be by him reco 
among the records of the land titles in the 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, 
of the sales aforesaid, so toe be vested, 
wise used by the said President 
capital, to be by them forever hereafter kept 
aforesaid ; and the dividends, or interest, thereupoi 
cruing, shall, by them, be used and a] f 
revenues of the said college, to the establishment and 
dowment of such professorships therein as now are, 
hereafter shall be, established by the President and D 
rectors ; and to and for no other purpose whatey 

Approved ; March 2, 1833. 

AN ACT to amend an act, entiled “ An act to gra 
quantity of land in the State of Illinois, for the pur; 

of aiding in opening a canal to connect the waters of 

Illinois river with those of Lake Michigan” and to a 

low further time to the State of Ohio for comme: 

the Miami Canal from Dayton to Lake Erie. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the lands granted to the S 
of Illinois by the act to which this is an amendment, may 
be used by said State, for the pury 
of making arail road instead of acanalas in said act « 
templated ; and that the time for commencing and « 
pleting said canal or rail road, whichever the State ot 
Illinois may choose to make, be and is extended five 
years: Provided, That if a rail road is made in pla 
a canal, the State of Hlinois shall be subject to the s 
duties and obligations, and the Government of the U 
States shall be entitled to, and have the same privil 
on said rail road, which they would have had through 
canal, if it had been opened. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, hat the 
time of five years be allowed the State of Ohio to com- 
mence the Miami canal from Dayton to Lake Erie, 

addition to the time now allowed therefore by law 
Approv ed : March 2, 1833. 


ds il 


That, when the sa 
and valued as aforesa 


said coun'y. 
That the proce 
shall not be other- 
and Directors thar 
vest 


plie d in aid o 


and disposed of 


further 


in 


AN ACT to incorporate the Georgetown Free Scliool and 
Orphan Asylum, in the District of Columbia. 
Be it enacied, &c. That Stephen Dubuisson, 


Carbery, Peter O’Dennoghue, Edward B. 


Lewis 


Kinz, Enoch 
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King, Charles King, Ignatius C uatke: Bernard Brien, - 
iH. Bouche r John R. May, and Joseph Bro: ks, an ; thei 

in office, hereby made, i, ay ‘d 
constituted, a corporation and boc y politic, in law and in 
fact, to have continuance forever, under the name, style, 
of the Georgetown Free School and Orphan 


successors are declare< 


as title, 
A Asylum. 
And be it further enacted, That all and singular 
ds, tenements, rents, legacies, annuities, rights, 
i i ges, goods and chattels, that may hereafter be 
given, granted, sold, devised, or bequeathed, to the 
Georgetown Free School and Orphan Asylum, be, and 
they are hereby, vested in, and ci mnie ned to, the said 
and that they may purchase, take, receive, 
lands, te rents, annuities, rights 
or any goods, chattels, or other effects, « f 
what kind or nature soever, which shall or may hereafter 
be given, granted, sold, bequeathed, or devised unto 
them, or either of them, Trustees of the 
School and Asylum, by person or 
politic or corporate, Cay of making 
the rovided, ‘he 


by 


Cc poration ; ; 
and enjoy any 
” privileges, 


ements, 


as said Free 
any 
rable 
same : P 


bodies 
such grant, and 
' 

clear annual in- 


rsons, 


tu clispose of 
suid corporation 

d th five thousand dollars. 

t further enacted, ‘That the said cor- 
ration, by the name and style 1, be, and shall 
be hereafter, in law and equity, to sue and be 
sued, to plead and be impleaded, within the District of 
Columbia, 

persc 

that they shall adopt and use a iJ, and the 
e tu use, alter, or excl at pleasure; that they 
may appoint such officers as they shall deem necessary 


aforesan 
capab!e, 
and elsewhere, in as effectual a 
rauions can 


manner 


as 
} 


> sued ; and 


mon st 


ms oOFr corpo 
con 
sam mange, 
per, to assign them their duties, and regulate their 
ensation, and to remove any or all of them, and 
point othe as they shall think fit; and the 

| corporation shall make such by laws as may be 
ful tor Government : support, r the general 
compl shinent of cts of the said Asylum, 

{ ent with the 


rs, as ofien 
use- 
the and fi 
as 
hereinafter mentioned a: ot inc laws 
of the Unite 


of Columbia, for 


onsist 
i Stat laws in 
or br crat ft 
> Or al gate { pie 
1. And be il furthe 
g of the re; annual « 
rtof the Georgetown Free 
the month of June in eac 


i votice for 


PuULAT } 


Sch 7 and O1 phan Lighinn, 
> hour and day an d 
‘eerie teva by the 

o, from the by- 
female managers 
President and Se 


heir own board until 


1 year, 
ulated 
hich meet ne, OY Unose 
quan d lo vote ine 


elected, who shall appoint a 


may be 
s| a | be 
ry, and may fill vacancr 


next 


annual election; and that their duties shall 
ed Dy the by-laws. 
c. 5. And be it further enacte 
and of th parent, grat 
ho may have the care of male or female 
where a child may be of any friend or prote 
same may be ived int Georgetown Fre 
vol and Orphan Asylum, der h regulations a 
ade by the by lay and e protected, in- 
| 


' 5 
, ANG SUPT eu; an wm tniey s 


be 


approbation lian, or friends, 
any 
destitute 


rece 


etor 
ctor, 


thereafter 
wilh 


ill not 
lves to 


} ' 
wilhout 


} lrawn, or | at liberty thems 
Free School and Asylum, 
sal of the corporation af 


i 
> altaine 


raw, 
the consent 
I, until, 
wenty-one 


oresai ifa male, 
years, or 


ara 


ain sut j 


dthe age of t 


» it 

years; but, up 
y shall rem 
corporation, unless they may, a the 
be exonerated from serv prev 
iges, respectively, and tl 
he power to bin dar iy chi 


purpose of acquiring a 


ares 
: 


to th 


fers 
ioresan 


» re ec ¢ tlic 
ction of the 


ous to attaining 
said corporation shall 
ld under their 


knowledge of 


frp 
di 


ful 


care, 
some ts 


| 
' 


| 


| jour 
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tra le, 
as may be 


occups under such conditions 
a copy of which 
and they shall be bind- 
iny child may be so bound; 

into the schools for daily 
, whose parents or guardians are, or may be, 
pay for their instruction, or whose parents or 
tardians may contribute towards the support of the 
Free School and Asylum, under such regulations as may 
be made in the by-laws. 

Sec. 6. And it further enacted, That any vacancy 
which, from death, therwise, may hap- 
pen in the board of trustees, shall be filled according to 
the mode to be prescribed in the that they may 
hold such meetings as they shall think proper, and, to 
give form to their proceedings, may app oint such officers 

they em necessary, and provide proper checks 
es for the security of the property and 
corporation afi that they shall keep a 

of their procee s, upon which the by-laws 
be recorded; and that they shall make report at the 
annual meeting to be held in June, of the affairs and con- 
dition of the institution for t! 
l: March a 183 , 


ation, 
determi 
hall be 
every 
that child 


atten 


or pr fessi MN, 


ned by the by-laws, 


conditions s delivered to, 


ing on, person to whom 
ren may be 
, 7 

lance 
to 


received 


i? 
unabie 


resignation, or ¢ 


by-laws ; 


as may a 


and responsibilit 


funds of the resaid; 


nal nye 


sh ill 
1¢ preceding year, 


horize the President of the United States 

public surveys to be aueaneall with the 
arcation between the States of Indiana and 
Be it enacted, &c. That the President of the United 
States be, and hereby is, authorized and required to 
cause the public lands lying along the line of demarcation 
between the lndiana and Illinois, as established 
by th sanction of those em to be surveyed in 
connection with said line on either side thereof. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the Secre etary 
of the Treasury be, and hereby is, authorized to allow for 
the service to be performed under 
compensation, in addit 
thorized by 


States of 


yount 


such further 
now at- 
and rea- 
priation for 
» river. 


this ac t, 


ont the regular price 
ir to be just 
appr 
1 Olu 


as to him shall 
out of th 


iaW, appe 


paid regular 


of t 


lands northwest 


March 


extend t powers 


eT LO | 


ot the Board 
of the Ten- 


ssioners for the 


Somm 
River 


nprovement 

State of Alab 
iacted, That 
of Alabama te 
river, 


, inthe ima 


&c. he Commissioners appointed 
»)superintend the improvement 
and their successors in office, be, 
»y, authorized to suspend the improve- 
of said river as is beluw Florence, in 
and every other part of the same, until the 
ther improvements between Lamb’s ferry and 
8 ferry shall have been completed, any thing in 
entitled ** An act to grant certain relinquished 
ppropriated lands to the State of Alabama, for 
of improving the navigation of the Tennes 
, Cahawba, and Black Warrior rivers,” approv- 
rd of May, one thousand cight hundred and 

to the nding. 


> herel 


, 
oO 
, 


rampbell 


~¢ 
Act 


vy, W 
dollars per annum, 
ction of the Presi- 
all patents for lands 
the United States. 


thousand fiv 
t shall be, under the dir 
>, and for 
nder t 


1S name 


him, 
authority of 





aye) 


oon 


i 


— 


saanaee wigan Bs 
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Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That this act shall 
continue and be in force until the fourth day of March, 
one thousand cight hundred and thirty-seven, and 
longer. 

Approved: March 2, 1833 


AN ACT to revive the act entitled ** An act supplemen. 
tary to the several laws for the sale of public lands.” 
Be it enacted, &c. That in all cases in which persons 

were settlers or occupants of the public land prior to the 

first day of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
two, and were authorized to enter under the provisions 
of the act, entitled, ** An act supplementary to the seve- 
ral laws for the sale of public lands,” approved April 
Sth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and were 


prevented from ma kin g their entries, in conse iehed of 


the public surveys not having been made and returned, 
or where the land was not attached to any land district, 
or where th 1e same has been reserved from sale in conse- 
quence of a disputed boundary between two States, or 
between a State and Territory, the said occupants shall 
be permitted to enter the said lands on the same condi- 
tions, in every respect, as were prescribed in said act, 
within one year after the surveys are made, or the ne 
attached toa land district, or the boundary line establish- 
ed; and if the land shall be proclaimed for sale before 
the expiration of one year as aforesaid, then the said set- 
tlers or occupants shall be permiited to enter before the 
sule thereof. 

Approved: March 2, 1853. 


AN ACT to establish a town at St. Marks, in Florida 


Beil enacted, &?c. That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause so much 
of the public lands at or near St. Marks, in the ‘Territory 
of Florida, as he may deem proper, to be laid off into 
town lots, not to contain more than one quarter of an 
acre each, and into streets, avenues, and cut Jots, and 
public squares, for the use of the town ; and, whenever 
the survey of the same sliall be completed, it sh: ill be the 
duty of the surveyor for the Territory of Florida, to 
cause two plats thereof to be made out, on which the 
town and out lots shall be respectively designated by pro- 
gressive numbers; one of which shall be transmitted, 
witha copy of the ficld notes, to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, and the other to the Register 
of the Land Office for the proper district: Provided, 
Tha the President may adopt, if he shall approve, such 
~— as may have been already reported to the General 

Land Offic e 

sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid 
tuwn and out lots at _ site, with the exception of such 
of them as the President may reserve for fortifications, 
shall be offered for sale to the highest bidder, under th 
direction of the Register and Receiver of the proper 
land office, at such times and places as the President 
shall, by public proclamatien, designate for that purpose; 
and all jots remainin g unsold a the closin got the public 
sales shall be subj ct to entry at priv: ate sale at the pre- 
per Land Office: Provided, ‘Fiat no towr lot shall be sold 
for less than twenty-five dollase: nor any out lot for less 
than at the rate of twenty-five dollars per acre; and they 
shall, in cvery other respect, be sold on the same terms 
and conditions as are provided for the disposal of the 
other public lands of the Unite d Stutes. 

Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, ‘Vhat previous to of 
fering the aforesaid town and out lots at public sale, the 
President of the United States shall cause the value of 
ny improvements that may have been made thereon to 

: rt ch manner as he m ay prescribe for 

the purcha t public sale of any lot 
t 


e such noeprovemen' han ihe 
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owner thereof, shall, in addition to the sum to be paid 
the United States, be, and hereby is, required i! pay to 
the owner of the apes ovements, the value of them 
thus ascertained; and, if payment therefor shall not 

made upon the day on which the same was purchass 
the lot shall be again offered at public sale on the , 
day of sale, and such person shall not be capable of 
coming the purchaser of that or of any other lot offer, 
at that public sale: Provided, That, if any lot so offer 
and bid off on the last day of the public sale shall not be 
thus paid for, the same may be entered at private sale, 
upon paying to the United States the sum at which it was 
bid off, and to the owner of the improvements the pr: 
viously ascertained value thereof: nd provided furi/y 
That the President be not authorized to offer any part of 
said town lots for sale, till he shall be satisfied that t} 
site proposed for said town is not included within 
limits of any conflicting Spanish title, which may not | 
released, or decided to be invalid. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 
AN ACT granting an addi tional quantity of land for t 

location of Revolutionary bounty land warrants 

Be it enacted, &c. ‘Vhat the further quantity of 
hundred thousand acres of land be, and the same is her 
by, appropriated, in addition to the quantity heretof 
appropria ed by the act entitled ‘* An act for the 
of certain officers and soldiers of the Virginia lin 
navy, and of the Continental army during the 
tionary war,” approved the thirtieth May, one 
eight hundred and thirty, and the act, entitled 
to extend ave time of issuing military land warrant 
officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary war,” appr 
the thirteenth July, one thousand eight hundr. i 
thirty-two: which said appropriations shall be appli 
the manner provided by the said acts, to the unsatist 
warrants, whether original or duplicate, which hav: 
or may be issued as therein directed, to the office 
soldiers, and others, as described in said acts: Pri 
That the said certificates of scrip shall be receiva 
payment of any of the public lands liable to sale at 
vate entry. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 


as 
ext 


I 


AN ACT to extend the provisions of the act of 
third of March, one thousand e giit are and 
ven, entitled **An acti to prevent settlements b 
made on lands ceded to the United States, a 
thorized by law.’ 

Be it enacted, Se. That ali offences prescribi d i 
act, entitled ** An Act to | 
on lands ceded to the Umited States until authoriz 
law,” approved the third of March, one thousand « 


revent settlements being n 


oF 


> 
hundred and seven, when committed upon public la 
not situated within any State, or organized Teri 
Government, shall be cognizable in the District ¢ 
of the United States, held in the State ne 
the said offence may have been committed : 
fenders, upon conviction, shall be punished ace 
ly. And the said Court shall also have jurisdicti 
hear and determine all suits or prosecutions, i 
for the recovery of all fines and penalties imposed by 
said act. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That it shall b 
ful for the President of the United States to direct 
agents at Prairie du Chien, and Rock Island, or eithet 
them, when offences against the said act shall be comn 
ted on lands recently acquired by treaty ftom the $ 
Fox Indians, to execute and perform ali 
quired by the said act to be performed by 


in such mode as to give 


rsiit 


full effect to the s 
] 


over the lands ACGUITS das aforesaid, 
Approved: March 2, 1835. 


> 
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AN ACT to carry into effect the Convention between 
the United States and his Majesty the King of the Two 
Sicilies, concluded at Naples on the fourteenth day of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. 
Beit enacted, &%c. That the President of the United 

states, by and with the advice and consent of the Se- 

nate, shall appoint three Commissioners, who shall form 

a board, whose duty it shall be to receive and examine 

all claims which may be presented to them under the 

Convention between the United States and the King of 

the Two Sicilies, of the fourteenth day of October, one 

thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, which are pro- 
yided for by the said Convention, according to the provi- 
sions of the same, and the principles of justice,equity, and 
the law of nations, The said Board shall have a Secre- 

tary, versed in the French and Italian languages, and a 

clerk, both to be appointed by the President, by and 

with the advice and consent of the Senate. And the 

Commissioners, Secretary, and Clerk, shall, before they 

enter on the duties of their offices, take oath well and 

faithfully to perform the duties thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said Com- 
missioners shall be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
make all needful rules and regulations, not contravening 
the laws of the land, the provisions of this act, or the 
provisions of the said Convention for carrying their said 
commission into full and complete effect. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the members 
of the Board so constituted shall meet at the city m 
Washington, and their salaries shall begin to be allowed 
within thirty days after the exchange of the ratifications 
of the Convention shall have been proclaimed by the 
resident of the United States; and, within one year 
from the time of said meeting, they shall terminate their 
duties. And the Secretary of State is required, as soon 
as the said proclamation of the President shall have 
been made, to give notice of the said meeting ; to be 
published in two newspapers in Washington, and in 
such other papers as he may think proper. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all records, 
documents, or other papers, which now are in, or here- 
ifier during the continuance of this commission may 
come into the possession of the Department of State, in 
relation to such claims, shall be delivered to the com 
mission aforesaid. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the compen- 
sation of the respective officers, for whose app intment 
provision is made by this act, shall not exceed the fol 
lowing sums, namely : To each of the said Commission- 
ers, at the rate of three thousand dollars per annum ; to 
the Secretary of the Board, at the rate of two thousand 
dollars per annum; aud to the clerk, at the rate of fif 
teen hundred dollars per annum. And the President of 
the United States shall be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to make such provision for the contingent expenses of 
the said commission, as shall appear to him reasonable 
and proper ; and the said salaries and expenses shall be 
paid out of any money in. the Treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, ‘That the said com- 
missioners shall report to the Secretary of State, a list of 
all the several awards made by them;a certified copy 
thereof shall be by him transmitted to the Secretary of 
e Treasury, who shall thereupon distribute in rateable 
favor the 


proportions, among the persons in whose 
awards shall have been made neys as may 
een received 
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as he may prescribe, showing the proportion to which 
each may be entitled of the amount that may thereafter 
be received; and onthe presentation of the said certifi- 
cates at the Treasury, asthe nett proceeds of the gene- 
ral instalments, payable by the Neapolitan Government, 
shall have been received, such proportions thereof shall 
be paid to the legal holders of the said certificates. 

Sec. 7. And beit further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause the se- 
veral instalments, with the interest thereon, payable to 
the United States, in virtue of the said Convention, to be 
received from the Neapolitan Government, and transferr- 
ed to the United States, in such manner as he may deem 
best, and the nett proceeds thereof to be paid into the 
Treasury, and the same are hereby appropriated, to sa- 
tisfy the awards herein provided for. 

Sec. 8. dnd bei! further enacted, That all communi- 
cations tu and from the Secretary of theBoard of Commis- 
sioners, on the business of the Commission, shall pass by 
mail free of postage. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That as soon as said 
Commission shall be executed and completed, the re- 
cords, documents, and all other papers, in the possession 
of the commission or its officers, shall be deposited in 
the office of the Secretary of State. 

Approved, March 2, 1833 


AN ACT to authorize the Governor of the Territory of 
Arkansas to sell the land granted to said Territory by 
an act of Congress approved the fifteenth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, E%c. That, whenever the Governor of 
the Territory of Arkansas shall furnish to the Secretary of 
the Treasury a sufficient description of the boundaries of 
the thousand acres of land, granted by an act of Congress 
of the fifteenth of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two, tothe Territory of Arkansas, for the erection 
of a court-house and jail in the town of Little Rock, in the 
Territory aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cause a patent to be issued for said 
thousand acres of land, to the Governor of Arkansas, and 
rs in office, i trust, for benefit of the 
Territory of Arkansas, for the purpose of erecting a court 
house and jail at Little Rock. 

Sec. 2 dnd be it further enacted, ‘Vinat the Governor 
of the said Territory of Arkansas be, and he is hereby ful- 
ly empowered and authorized to lay off 
conforming, as near as practicable, to t 
of the town o! Little R 


his success the 


into town lots, 
ie present plan 
much of said grant of a 
thousand acres of land as he may deem advisable so to be 
appropriat be further authorized to sell 
the same, from time to time, as the public interest may 
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ick, so 
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require; and the residue of said grant, which may not be 
laid off into town lots correspon.ling with the plan of the 
said town of Little Rock, he shall be authorized to dis- 
pose of, in such lo’s or p-rcels as be may deem advisa- 

le; but, in ro case shall he be authorized to sell, unless 
he shall give publ:c notice of such sale by an advertise- 
ment more newspapers printed in the Territo- 
ry of Arkansas; and said sale shall be public at the court- 
house in the town of Litthe Rock. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That, in case suita- 
ble situations cannot be had, free of cost to the Territo- 
rv, for the location of the Sta e house, as well as for the 
court-house and jailin the town of Little Rock, the Go- 
vernor afore shereby, fully authorized 
to select and 
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‘And be i Fh cranae: That the Governor 


shall execute deeds for the lots he may sell under the | 


provisions of this act, to purchasers, so soon as the pur- 
chasers shal] pay off entirely the amount they may have 
bid for avy lot or lots, and all sales shall be for cash. 
Sec. 5. And beit further enacied, That, so soon as the 
Governor aforesaid shal! dispose of lots, he shall apply the 
proceeds of said sales to the erection of a good and sub- 
stantial court-house and jail; and, after these shall have 
been completed, should there be any funds remaining, 
it shall be the duty of said Governor to apply the surplus 
thus remaining to the erection of a suitable and perma- 
nent house for the residence of the present and future 
Governvrs of Arkansas, during their continuance in office. 
Approved: March 2, 1833. 


N ACT for the relief of the widows and orphans of the 
officers and seamen who were lost in the United States’ 
schooner Sylph. 


Beit enacted, &c. That, the widows, if any such there 
be, and in case there be no widow, the child or children, 
and if there be no child, then the parents or parent, and, 
if there be no parent, then the bro.hers or sisters, of the 
officers and seamen who were jn the service of the United 
States, and lost in the schooner Sylph, shall be entitled 
to, and receive, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise «ppropriated,a sum equal to six months’ pay 
of their respective deceased relatives aforesaid, in addi 
tion to the pay due to the said deceased on the fifteenth 
day of August, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
one, to which day the arrears of pay due to the said de- 
cease’! shall be allowed and paid by the accounting offi- 
cers of the Navy Department. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
RESOLUTION authorizing the delivery of certain 
pupers in the De ——— of State to the Commissioners 
for Settling Claims under the Treaty with France, of 
the second of February one thousand eight hundred 
end thirty-two. 

Resolved, &c. That the Secretary of State be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to deliver to the 
the Settlement of Claims under the treaty with France, 
ratified and confirmed on the second day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, the ev:dences ot 
any claim submitted to, and rejected by the commissi— 
oners for the settlement of claims under the treaty with 
Spain, which was made on the twenty-second day of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, and final- 
ly ratified and confirmed on the twenty-second day of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and tw enty-one, which 
evidences shall be returned to the Depa riment of State 
when the Commission shall exp.re. 

Approved: Februarv 19, 1833. 


Commissioncrs for 


A RESOLUTION in relation to the execution of the act | 


supplementary tothe * Act for relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution.”’ 


the 


Resolved, &c. That, in the execution of the ac supple- 
mentary to the “Act for the reliefofcertain surviving ofh- 
cers and soldiers of the Revolution,” 
enth, on 


thou and eight hundred and thirty-two, 


| dred and eighty three, ‘and continued in service until 
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United States. 


| everit shall tie inte to daimdia ieXibie iit: ant for a pen. 
| sion under said act entered the army of the revolution, 
| pursuance of acontract with the Government, made preyi. 

ous to the eleventh day of April, one thousand seven ly 
alter 
that period, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of " ar t 
compute the period of any such anplicant’s service, iain 
the time he then entered the army, and until the date of 
the definitive treaty of peace, and to allow him a pension 
accordingly. 

Approved; March 2, 1833. 


owners of 


A RESOLUTION for the relief of sundry 
vessels sunk for the defence of Baltimore. 


Resolved, &c. That the memorial of John S. Stiles, and 
the memorial of the owners of vessels, taken and sunk 
tor the defence of Baltimore during the late war, with the 
papers and documents referred to the Committee o; 
Claims of the House of Representatives in the 
aforesaid, be referred to the Third Auditor for his d 
under the act of May twenty-nine, eighteen hundred a 
thirty, ** for the relief of sundry owners of 
for the defence of Baltimore ;”? which decision shall 
subject to the supervision of the Secretary of the Navy 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 


Cuses 


vessels sun} 


A RESOLUTION authorizing the Secretary of Wai 
correct certain mistakes. 

Resolved, &c. That if it shall be made satisfactorily to 
appcar to the Secretary of War, that in the treaties con 
cluded in one thousand eight hundred and thirty two, 
with the Potawatamie Indians, in the State of Indiana, 
thatin the proper schedules accompanying the same, 
| mistakes were made in writing the names of persons to 
whom payments were to be made, such mistakes may b¢ 
corrected and the payments made accordingly. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 





A RESOLUTION providing” for the continuation 
Gales and Seaton’s Compilation of State Papers 

Resolved, &c. That the provisions of the act of the 
cond of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
authorizing a subscription toa compilation of Congression 
al Documents, be, and the same are hereby, exten 
to the continuation of said compilation proposed to be ex 
ecuted by Gales and Seaton ; and that the copies of 
said continuation when completed, shall be distributed | 
the members of the twenty-second Congress, and in su 
other manner as Congress shall hereafter direct : Py 
ded, The said continuation shall be limited to eight vol. 
umes. 

Approved: March 2, 1833. 
A RESOLUTION to place thirty copies of the Diplomatic 

Correspondence of the American Revolution at the 





| the disposition of the Secretary of State, 


approved June sev- | 
wher- | 


disposition of the Secretary of State. 


Resolved, &c. 


That thirty copies of Sparks’ Diplomatic 
| Correspondence of the Revolution, now in the custo 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives, be placed at 


ly of 


fcr 
States 


use oO! 


foreign 
{ 


the 
the diplo in 
countres. 


Approved: March 2, 1833. 
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